
DAUGHTERS OF PRISCILLA
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Text; "And Paul? having remained many days long> took leave of the brethren and put
out to sea for Syria, and with him were Priscilla and Aquila." (Acts 18:1$')

Approximately two-thirds of all missionaries in modern times could be called
"Daughters of Priscilla," the first lady to travel to foreign lands witnessing to
Jesus Christ. She and her husband, Aquila, were tent-makers by profession, living as
Jewish refugees from Rome in Corinth when they heard the Gospel from the Apostle Paul.
The epistles (Rom. 16:3; I Cor. 16:19) mention "the church that is in their house"
when they lived later in Ephesus and in Rome, and Paul says that "all the churches of
the Gentiles" were grateful to them. Priscilla, usually named before her husband,
could be called the "mother of missions," Today let us recognize the service and
example of some of her little known daughters who labored in Korea and deserve far
more credit than most of them have received. A century ago when there were few
opportunities at home for women to serve professionally in church work, these
missionaries, about half of them married and the other half singly, braved stormy
seas, primitive living conditions, and hostile cultures to add their testimony to the
saving power of Jesus as "the way, the truth, and the life.

1. NELLIE RANKIN My attention was drawn to this subject by some of her letters
written 80 years ago which were given to me on my visit to the Independent
Presbyterian Church (of Savannah) last year. We spent 38 years in Chonju and we
often saw the grave of Miss Nellie Rankin in the quiet little missionary cemetery.
From that plot can be seen now a city of over 400,000 and a great school with over
3000 students where once she had been principal for a handful of little girls. You
can hear the bell ring from the one church in the city of her day, along with those of
over 300 more today. Out among the surrounding mountains, where she struck out alone
on horseback into places where no missionary lady had ever been to minister in simple
village churches, are now hundreds of congregations. For 75 years, income from her
legacy of some $3000, known as the "Nellie Rankin Fund" has supported the education of
young Korean women who have lived as Christians in home and church. Yet Miss Rankin
served in Korea only four years, from 1907 to 1911, before her life was claimed by
appendicitis, for which our modern treatment was unavailable in those days.

The picture gleaned from her letters reveal that Nellie came from a moderately wealthy
and comfortable home^of this city where she could have moved in the highest circles of
society, education, business, and church. With this background and a diploma from
Agnes Scott College, life could have offered ease and security. Yet, against the



AgTreH~See44—Col logo,—1 ife—could have offorod qqop—and Dccurity, ¥e^'~a^arrrst- the
wishes of her parents (particularly her father), she sailed for Kore^ the Hermit
K i n g d o m . H e r e h e r b r i l l i a n t m i n d q u i c k l y a c q u i r e d r e m a r k a b l e m a s t e r y o f a d i f fi c u l t
language, her shrewd business abi l i ty managed a household, a garden, ra is ing of p igs,

p u r c h a s e o f l a n d , a n d a d m i n i s t e r i n g a s c h o o l . S h e e n j o y e d p i c n i c s , b o a t i n g , a n d

r i d i n g w i t h t h e f e w y o u n g b a c h e l o r s a v a i l a b e . S h e c r a v e d n e w s o f f r i e n d s a n d s o c i a l
e v e n t s o f S a v a n n a h a n d w a s o f t e n h o m e s i c k . B u t b e s t o f a l l s h e l o v e d t h e K o r e a n s w h o

s a i d o f h e r , " S m i l e s g r o w w h e r e v e r R a n k i n P o u i n p a s s e s . "

Tw o y e a r s a f t e r a r r i v a l , s h e w a s t e a c h i n g 3 h o u r s a d a y i n t h e G i r l s ' B o a r d i n g S c h o o l ,

p r e p a r i n g t o t e a c h t h e i r o w n w r i t t e n l a n g u a g e t o i l l i t e r a t e w o m e n , r i s i n g a t 6 : 0 0 A . M .
t o p r e p a r e f o r a d a y o f t e n i n t e r r u p t e d b y u n e x p e c t e d v i s i t o r s , t a l k i n g o f t a k i n g a

t r i p a l o n e t o a d i s t a n t v i l l a g e t o s t a y a c o u p l e o f w e e k s , a n d h u m o r o u s l y t e l l i n g h o w
h e r p i g g o t l o o s e , a n d K o r e a n l a d y ' s g i f t o f a h i v e o f b e e s b r o k e o p e n i n h e r h o u s e .

H e r a c c o u n t o f a t r i p t o a m o u n t a i n r e g i o n ^ 0 m i l e s f r o m h o m e i s p r i c e l e s s : " L a s t

S a t u r d a y I c a m e o n t o t h i s p l a c e a n d i t w a s o n e o f t h e h a r d e s t a n d m o s t d e l i g h t f u l

t r i p s I h a v e e v e r t a k e n . W e w e n t o v e r 3 r a n g e s a n d b e t w e e n d o z e n s o f o t h e r s . T h e
fi r s t C a n d s e c o n d ] r a n g e I w a l k e d u p a n d d o w n . . . t h e t h i r d I w a l k e d a n d s t a r t e d t o r i d e

d o w n a n d w o u l d h a v e g i v e n a p r e t t y i f I c o u l d h a v e g o t t e n o f f b u t I r e a l l y d i d n ' t

d a r e . W e w e n t d o w n t h e s t e e p e s t n a r r o w e s t p a t h I e v e r s a w . A s t e e p c l i f f a b o v e ,

a l m o s t a p r e c i p i c e b e l o w a n d a t t h e b o t t o m a w i d e r i v e r . I t m a d e m y h e a d s w i m t o l o o k

d o w n a t i t . M y f o o t o n o n e s i d e s c r a p e d t h e b l u f f w h i l e t h e o t h e r h u n g o v e r t h e

a l m o s t p e r p e n d i c u l a r i n c l i n e . N i g h t c a u g h t u s i n a m o u n t a i n w i l d e r n e s s o f n e v e r

end ing mounta ins . F ina l ly the sound o f vo ices cou ld be heard and a group o f women
c a m e t o w e l c o m e m e . T h e y h a d c o m e a b o u t 2 m i l e s f e a r i n g I w a s l o s t . I a m l i t e r a l l y

' dwe l l i ng i n the house o f t he Lo rd ' as I am keep ing house i n the l i t t l e chu rch bu i l t
o n a h i l l o v e r l o o k i n g t h e v i l l a g e . T h e w i c k e d fl e a h a s a s t r o n g f o r t r e s s o n t h e w a l l

a n d m a k e s o n e l o n g f o r t h e h o u s e w h e r e t h e w i c k e d c e a s e f r o m t r o u b l i n g a n d t h e w e a r y

w i l l b e a t r e s t . P e o p l e w h o h a v e n e v e r b e e n i n s i d e t h e c h u r c h a r e fl o c k i n g t o t h e
a f t e r n o o n m e e t i n g s t o s e e t h e f o r e i g n e r , I h a v e e a t e n r i c e a n d p i c k l e d t u r n i p , s e a

w e e d a n d n a t i v e s a u c e t i l l I f e e l p i c k l e d m y s e l f . T h e r e i s n o s u c h t h i n g a s a

t i m e p i e c e w i t h i n m i l e s a n d n o b e l l s s o p e o p l e c o m e a t a l l t i m e s f o r c l a s s e s .
Everybody ge ts up w i th the fi rs t s t reak o f day wh ich is about 4 :30 AN now. So f rom
6 : 3 0 A N o n t h e y b e g i n t o g a t h e r . N o w w h e n t h e d a y i s l o n g a n y w a y I h a t e t o g e t u p a t

fi v e b u t t h e r e i s n o t h i n g e l s e t o d o u n l e s s I d r e s s , e a t a n d d o e v e r y t h i n g t o a

grandstand fu l l . Teach ing E hours in the morn ing, E in the a f ternoon, and E a t n ight
a b o u t u s e s u p m y v o i c e s o I r e a l l y c a n n o t t a l k t o a c o n t i n u a l s t r i n g C o f p e o p l e ! .

I n a n o t h e r v i l l a g e s h e w r o t e ; " I a m i n a t i n y l i t t l e v a l l e y i n t h e h e a r t o f t h e C h i d i
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mountains. I am teaching three times a day and doing a sideshow act in between. I am
the first foreign woman to have ever v is i ted here so am qui te a show. The people are

v e r y f r i e n d l y a n d k i n d - h e a r t e d a n d h a v e g i v e n m e t h e i r b e s t w h i c h i s a s f o l l o w s . . . o n e

r o o m 8 x 8 f t . T h e fl o o r i s m u d w i t h r o u g h m a t t i n g r u g s . I n o n e c o r n e r i s a b i g
s t r a w s a c k o f g r a i n w i t h 3 s m a l l e r o n e s p i l e d o n i t . O n t h e o t h e r s i d e o v e r m y c o t i s

a s h e l f o f t w o p o l e s w i t h i n n u m e r a b l e b a g s » g o u r d s ? e t c . p i l e d u p . T h e c e i l i n g w h i c h

i s o f t w i g s t i e d t o g e t h e r w i t h s t r a w s t r i n g i s b l a c k f r o m s m o k e a n d fl y s p e c k s . O n

o n e w a l l h a n g s a l a r g e g o u r d ? a m i r r o r t h a t d i s t o r t s m y b e a u t i f u l f e a t u r e s ? a b o t t l e

o f h a i r o i l ? a n d a n u n i n v e s t i g a t e d c r u i s e . J u s t o u t s i d e m y d o o r h a n g s t h e c h i c k e n

c o o p . . . a w i c k e r b a s k e t a f f a i r . T h e p i g p e n i s a b o u t 6 f e e t a w a y a n d t h e p i g i s a l l

g r u n t a n d g r o w l s . H o n e s t l y i t k e e p s u p a c o n t i n u a l r a c k e t a l l d a y a n d a l l n i g h t . I
h a v e t o s i t o n m y c o t t o c o m b m y h a i r a n d I j u s t m i s s s c r a p i n g a l l t h e d u s t a n d fl y

specks off the cei l ing when I am in my stocking feet . The door is 4 by 1 and 1/2 f t .
T h e r e a r e h o l e s i n t h e w a l l w h i c h a r e s e c u r e l y p a s t e d o v e r w i t h p a p e r .

N e l l i e R a n k i n c o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e b e l l e o f S a v a n n a h ? b u t t h i s i s h o w s h e o b e y e d t h e

c o m m a n d o f h e r M a s t e r ? i n t h e t e x t u s e d b y a n o t h e r m i s s i o n a r y a t t h e S u n d a y s e r v i c e

b e f o r e h e r d e a t h ? w o r d s o f J e s u s t o P e t e r : " W h a t i s t h a t t o y o u ? Yo u f o l l o w M e ! "

S . MATTIE INBOLD. In 1895? on ly th ree years a f te r the fi rs t "Sou thern" Presby te r ian
m i s s i o n a r i e s r e a c h e d K o r e a ? D r . M a t t i e I n g o l d a r r i v e d . E n t e r i n g t h e m e d i c a l

profession was not easy for a woman in those days? yet records show that some 100
women physicians were serving as missionaries abroad. Great interest and support for
the i r work came f rom numerous m iss ion soc ie t i es o f the e lec t l ad ies? fo re runners o f
o u r m o d e r n " Wo m e n o f t h e C h u r c h " o r g a n i z a t i o n s ? f o u n d e r s o f M o n t r e a t a n d o t h e r
conference grounds? and financiers who generated much of the support for world
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .

After language study? Dr. Ingold arrived in Chonju in 1897 "and began immediately to
repair a native house which could be used as a medical dispensary for women. The
work of this dispensary was to be of tremendous influence in breaking down suspicion
and prejudice. During the dispensary's first five months? Dr. Ingold treated four
hundred patients. The first building to be constructed as a dispensary was erected
for her on a new site in 190E...Cand3 consisted of a dispensary proper <32 by 28 feet)
and a contagious ward <32 by 8 feet. But during the next several years the clinic was
open only intermittently? since Dr. Ingold was the only doctor on the field and there
were many interruptions. Often? she was called to the other stations to give aid.
Despite the interruptions? during 1903 she treated more than fifteen hundred cases.
And Dr. Ingold had evangelistic skills as well. She made the first translation of the



C h i l d ' s C a t e c h i s m i n t o K o r e a n . T h e c a t e c h i s m w a s p u b l i s h e d b y t h e T r a c t S o c i e t y a n d

u s e d t h r o u g h o u t K o r e a f o r m a n y y e a r s . I n 1 9 0 5 D r . I n g o l d w a s m a r r i e d t o t h e R e v . L .

B . Ta t e , a n d a f t e r t h a t t i m e d i d n o t e n g a g e i n m e d i c a l p r a c t i c e e x c e p t o n a t e m p o r a r y

o r e m e r g e n c y b a s i s . " G . T. B r o w n , " M i s s i o n t o K o r e a " p p 4 0 - ^ 1

P i c t u r e s o f t h e l i t t l e h u t s w h e r e D r . I n g o l d p r a c t i c e d r e v e a l t h e i n g e n u i t y a n d

f o r t i t u d e r e q u i r e d t o w o r k a m o n g fi l t h a n d b u g s a n d n o i s e s a n d s m e l l s w i t h p a t i e n t s

s u f f e r i n g f r o m s t r a n g e m a l a d i e s w h i c h h a d o f t e n b e e n m i s - t r e a t e d b y l o c a l m a l -

p r a c t i t i o n e r s . O n e c o n t e m p o r a r y m i s s i o n a r y s p o k e o f h e r u s i n g " S m i t h C a s h S t o r e b o x e s
f o r s h e l v e s a n d E a g l e c o n d e n s e d m i l k b o x e s f o r d r a w e r s . " ( A n a b e l M a j o r N i s b e t , " D a y i n

a n d D a y o u t i n K o r e a , p . 1 2 3 ) " ' A m e d i c a l m i s s i o n a r y i s ' i n d e e d ' a m i s s i o n a r y a n d a

h a l f . ' W h e n s u f f e r i n g h a s b e e n r e l i e v e d , i t i s e a s y t o l i s t e n t o t h e w o r d s o f t h e o n e

w h o h a s b r o u g h t h e a l i n g . O n e p o o r w o m a n , t o w h o m D r . I n g o l d h a d b r o u g h t r e l i e f f r o m

i n t e n s e p a i n , s a i d t o h e r, ' C a n y o u n o t g i v e m y h u s b a n d s o m e m e d i c i n e t o m a k e h i m s t o p

d r i n k i n g ? H e d r i n k s a g r e a t d e a l a n d b e a t s m e a n d t h e c h i l d r e n s o m u c h t h a t i t i s
h a r d t o l i v e . ' ' Y e s , ' s a i d D r . I n g o l d , ' I h a v e c o m e t o K o r e a t o b r i n g y o u r h u s b a n d

t h a t m e d i c i n e , t h e G o s p e l . I f h e w i l l o n l y e a t i t s t e a c h i n g s h e w i l l n e v e r a g a i n b e a t

y o u o r t h e c h i l d r e n . ' S o t h e p o o r w o m a n w e n t h o m e c o m f o r t e d , t o t r y t o p e r s u a d e h e r
h u s b a n d t o g o t o t h e s e r v i c e s i n t h e l i t t l e c h u r c h a n d l e a r n o f t h e G r e a t P h y s i c i a n .

T h e l i t t l e d i s p e n s a r y , w i t h i t s t e n d e r , c o n s e c r a t e d d o c t o r , w a s s o o n ' A l i g h t s e t o n a

h i l l , ' a n d m a n y w h o s a t i n d a r k n e s s s a w i t s g l e a m f r o m a f a r a n d w e r e l e d t o t h e

S a v i o r . ' " ( N i s b e t , O p . c i t , p . 5 ^ ^ )

A n d f r o m t h a t t i n y b e g i n n i n g e v o l v e d a m e d i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n w h i c h e v e r s i n c e h a s

b r o u g h t h e a l i n g o f b o d y a n d s o u l t o c o u n t l e s s K o r e a n s u n d e r t h e c a r e o f g r e a t

m i s s i o n a r y d o c t o r s s u c h a s D r . L l o y d B o g g s , w e l l k n o w n h e r e i n S a v a n n a h , a n d t o d a y
s t a n d s a s t h e g r e a t P r e s b y t e r i a n M e d i c a l C e n t e r w i t h 5 0 0 b e d s , a n i m m e n s e d a i l y

o u t p a t i e n t c l i n i c , a s t a f f o f C h r i s t i a n d o c t o r s t r a i n e d i n a l l b r a n c h e s o f m o d e r n
m e d i c i n e a n d s i x f u l l - t i m e e v a n g e l i s t s m i n i s t e r i n g t o s p i r i t u a l n e e d s . D r . M a t t i e

I n g o l d t o o , d e s e r v e s a p l a c e i n t h e m i s s i o n a r y h a l l o f f a m e .

3 . M A R G A R E T P R I T C H A R D w a s b o r n t h e fi r s t d a y o f t h i s c e n t u r y a n d w e n t t o h e r h e a v e n l y

h o m e F e b . 1 ^ , 1 9 8 8 . S h e c a m e t o K o r e a i n 1 9 2 9 a n d m y fi r s t m e m o r i e s o f h e r c o m e f r o m

w h e n I w a s a l i t t l e b o y a n d m y m o t h e r w a s d e s p e r a t e l y i l l . . . i n f a c t n e a r l y d i e d .

M a r g a r e t w a s a n e w l y a r r i v e d t r a i n e d n u r s e , a s s i g n e d t o a m i s s i o n h o s p i t a l fi f t y m i l e s

a w a y, a n d i n t h i s e m e r g e n c y c a m e t o l i v e i n o u r h o m e a n d c a r e f o r m o t h e r.

S h e t o o w a s d e v o t e d t o h e r L o r d a n d d e d i c a t e d t o h e r c a l l i n g . L i k e m o s t m i s s i o n a r i e s ,

m a n o r w o m a n , s h e h a d t o b e a " j a c k - o f - a l 1 - t r a d e . " B e d s i d e n u r s i n g w a s p r a c t i c e d , o f
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course , bu t i t was a lso taugh t to scores o f Korean g i r l s who qu ick ly took over mos t
rou t ine du t ies . Once when Dr. Lev ie , the m iss ion den t i s t , he ld " tee th ex t rac t ion day"
a t the women's B ib le conference, "Miss Pr i tchard to ld o f how she ass is ted. . . in pu l l ing
1 8 9 t e e t h i n a b o u t t w o a n d a h a l f h o u r s ! T h e w o m e n , w r o t e M i s s P r i t c h a r d , ' w a l k e d i n

a s i f t h e y w e r e g o i n g t o a p i c n i c . ' " ( 6 T B O p . c i t , p . 1 2 8 ) O n e n i g h t i n 1 9 3 3 t h e

K w a n g j u h o s p i t a l b u r n e d t o t h e g r o u n d . T h e d o c t o r s a n d " M i s s P r i t c h a r d a n d o t h e r
m e m b e r s o f t h e s t a f f w o r k e d t h r o u g h t h e n i g h t t o e v a c u a t e t h e p a t i e n t s a n d s a v e a s

m u c h e q u i p m e n t a s p o s s i b l e . A l l t h e d r u g s , m o s t o f t h e o p e r a t i n g e q u i p m e n t , h a l f t h e

b e d s a n d l i n e n s , t h e X - r a y a n d d e n t a l e q u i p m e n t w e r e l o s t . A n d y e t b y m i d - m o r n i n g t h e

n e x t d a y, s i g n s a n d p o s t e r s h a d b e e n p u t u p i n t h e s t r e e t a n n o u n c i n g t h a t t h e h o s p i t a l

w a s o p e n a n d r e c e i v i n g p a t i e n t s ! T h a t s a m e e v e n i n g D r . B r a n d p e r f o r m e d a n e m e r g e n c y

o p e r a t i o n , u s i n g i n s t r u m e n t s s a l v a g e d f r o m t h e a s h e s a n d a h o m e m a d e l a m p . " ( G T B , O p

c i t , p . 1 A 5 ) Yo u m a y b e s u r e t h a t m u c h o f t h a t f e a t w a s d u e t o t h e h e r o i c l e a d e r s h i p

o f " G e n e r a l " M a r g a r e t P r i t c h a r d !

We personally witnessed the major part of her career. When we reached Chonju, in 19':»8
s h e a n d D r . P a u l C r a n e h a d a l r e a d y b e g u n t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n M e d i c a l C e n t e r , p r e v i o u s l y

m e n t i o n e d . W h i l e t h e s h e l l o f o u r h o m e w h i c h h a d h o u s e d r e f u g e e s w a s b e i n g

r e h a b i l i t a t e d , w e b o a r d e d w i t h M a r g a r e t a n d e x p e r i e n c e d h e r s k i l l f u l h o m e m a n a g e m e n t .

Rounding up nurses she had trained in pre-war years she supervised the nursing program
of the hospital, managed the procuring, storing, and usage of drugs, l inens, and
equipment of all kinds...as well as planned, erected, organized, and opened a new
N u r s e s ' S c h o o l m o d e l e d a f t e r t h e b e s t i n t h e U . S a l l w i t h i n t w o y e a r s .

The Korean War in 1950 necessi tated her evacuat ing to Pusan along with two pregnant

missionary mothers, and then returning to her post until the North Korean army took
the city. Upon their retreat two months later, she returned to Chonju to begin all
over again...cleaning up, repairing buildings, scrounging supplies, managing nurses,
and, of course, reopening the nurses school. I saw that school with the chapel so
full of beds for refugees you could not walk between them. With supplies from the UN
she managed a milk-feeding program among the thousands in refugee camps. But her
great goal was the training of nurses who were also deeply committed Christians,
giving their witness to the Master. Today the Margaret Pritchard College of Nursing
in Korea s tands as he r monument i n b r i ck and mor ta r bu t more impor tan t a re l i v i ng
monuments by the score who serve in many lands around the world. During her final
years in Richmond, Va. she was an active member of a local Korean Church. Loving
former s tudents now l i v ing in Amer ica came f rom fa r and near to min is te r dur ing her
fi n a l m o n t h s o f i l l n e s s , a n d p a r t i c i p a t e i n h e r fi n a l m e m o r i a l s e r v i c e . S u r e l y h e r
Lord greeted her with the words, "Inasmuch as you have done it unto the least of
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t h e s e , y o u h a v e d o n e i t u n t o m e . "

M Y M O T H E R r e p r e s e n t s m o r e t h a n a t h i r d o f a l l m i s s i o n a r i e s w h o h a v e " k e p t t h e h o m e

fi r e s b u r n i n g . " S h e w a s u n d e r a p p o i n t m e n t t o g o a s a m i s s i o n a r y t o t e a c h i n E g y p t

w h e n s h e m e t m y F a t h e r a n d i n s t e a d w e n t t o K o r e a w i t h h i m i n 1 9 1 9 . M y f a t h e r w a s a

B i b l e s c h o l a r a n d t e a c h e r , a n d a r u r a l e v a n g e l i s t r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p l a n t i n g a n d

n u r t u r i n g n e w c h u r c h e s o v e r a l a r g e a r e a . H e w a s o f t e n a w a y f o r w e e k s a t a t i m e i n
t h o s e c h u r c h e s , o r t e a c h i n g i n B i b l e c o n f e r e n c e s a n d t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n S e m i n a r y . B u t

m o t h e r , l i k e h u n d r e d s o f m i s s i o n a r y w i v e s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d , " m a n n e d " t h e b a s e c a m p

w i t h o u t w h i c h h e w o u l d h a v e b e e n h e l p l e s s . L i k e a s u p p l y s e r g e a n t s h e w o u l d o r g a n i z e

e q u i p m e n t f o r h i s c o u n t r y c h u r c h t r i p s . . . c o t , f o l d i n g t a b l e a n d c h a i r ( f u r n i t u r e w a s
u n k n o w n i n K o r e a n h o m e s ) , b o x e s o f f o o d a n d c o o k i n g u t e n s i l s , m e d i c i n e s , c l o t h i n g ,

b e d d i n g . . . e v e r y t h i n g .

M e a n w h i l e s h e m a n a g e d a l l t h e h o m e a f f a i r s , o r d e r i n g g r o c e r i e s , c l o t h i n g , e t c . f r o m

afar, p lant ing a huge garden ( too b ig , some of us smal l "weeders" o f ten compla ined) ,
s a w t o i t t h e r e w a s f u e l f o r t h e c o l d w i n t e r s , k e p t t h e h o u s e i n r e p a i r , a n d

enter ta ined guests both Korean and fore ign. Best o f a l l she ra ised three ch i ld ren and
w a s t h e i r o n l y t e a c h e r u n t i l t h e y l e f t h o m e f o r h i g h s c h o o l I B h o u r s a w a y b y t r a i n .

She was a thorough and str ict teacher but a good one.. .and along wi th the three "Rs"
we were taught the Bible from beginning to end, memorizing many chapters, and also the
W e s t m i n s t e r S h o r t e r c a t e c h i s m . . . b y f a r t h e b e s t t h e o l o g i c a l t r a i n i n g I e v e r r e c e i v e d .

Never a week went by dur ing al l the years thereafter but what she fai thful ly wrote us,
a n d w h o c o u l d s a y h o w o f t e n h e r p r a y e r s w e r e r a i s e d i n o u r b e h a l f !

W e c o u l d t a l k a b o u t m o t h e r i n d e fi n i t e l y , b u t y o u i n t h e h o m e c h u r c h n e e d t o r e m e m b e r

the m iss iona ry mo the rs . . . t hey came f rom among you and a re l i ke you . Bu t t hey l e f t
f a m i l i e s a n d h o m e s . . . f o r 7 y e a r t o u r s i n t h e c a s e o f m y m o t h e r . . . t h e y e n d u r e d

pr im i t i ve cond i t ions . . . they saw the i r ch i ld ren leave a t an ear ly age fo r d is tan t
schools . . .yet wi thout them thei r husbands could never have la id the s turdy foundat ions
for great national churches abroad...and Korea became one of the greatest of them all.

5 . W I L L I E B E R N I C E G R E E N E w a s o n e o f s c o r e s o f u n m a r r i e d l a d i e s w h o p e r f o r m e d d a y - b y -

day drudgery, unsung and seldom rewarded (at least in any tangible fashion). The male
missionary evangelists went out into the towns and villages, far and near, and started
c h u r c h e s . . . b u t l i k e t h e A p o s t l e P a u l t h e y h a d t o k e e p m o v i n g t o o t h e r p l a c e s o f

opportunity. They returned periodically on short visits to preach, receive members,
h o l d t h e s a c r a m e n t s , a d m i n i s t e r t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e c h u r c h . B u t t h e s e l a d y

miss ionar ies wou ld go to such p laces and s tay a week, somet imes severa l weeks . In
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those days the first Christ ians were often largely women? with whom custom forbad the
male missionaries to work. So missionary ladies would visit in their homes? gather
them into the churches, teaching them first of all to read? then to read and study the
Bible. This was hard work. It took physical stamina? courage? and persistence. They
"endured hardship" like good soldiers of the cross. Without their follow-up who knows
h o w m u c h o f t h e l a b o r s o f t h e m e n w o u l d h a v e v a n i s h e d ?

Miss Green was one of these warriors. She was the perfect librarian-type. Everything
wi th her had to be in the r ight p lace? s t ra ight? and neat . Woe be the carpenter who

b u i l t s o m e t h i n g c r o o k e d ! W i t h h e r e x a c t i n g s t a n d a r d s o f p e r f e c t i o n a f t e r t h e K o r e a n

Wa r s h e a d m i n i s t e r e d w h a t w a s t h e n t h e A d a H a m i l t o n B i b l e S c h o o l f o r t r a i n i n g
w o m e n . . . i n t h o s e d a y s m o s t l y w i d o w s a n d c a s t - o f f w i v e s . . . f o r s e r v i c e a s B i b l e t e a c h e r s

a n d v i s i t o r s i n c h u r c h e s ? a n d t h a t i n s t i t u t i o n i s n o w t h e H a n i l S e m i n a r y w i t h s o m e 3 5 0

s t u d e n t s . B u t s h e a l s o i t i n e r a t e d ? d o i n g h e r s h a r e i n t h e c o u n t r y c h u r c h e s .

I r e c a l l t a k i n g h e r t o s u c h a p l a c e ? Yo n g - s a n v i l l a g e ? ^ h o u r s b y j e e p - r i d e . A c r o s s a

c r e e k f r o m t h e l i t t l e m u d ? s t i c k a n d s t r a w c h u r c h ? w a s t h e t i l e - r o o f e d h o m e o f t h e

w e a l t h i e s t m a n i n t h e v i l l a g e . H e p r e s i d e d o v e r a l a r g e c l a n r e s i d i n g i n r o o m s a r o u n d

h i s c o u r t y a r d . H e w a s n o t a C h r i s t i a n , b u t h a d c o n s e n t e d f o r M i s s G r e e n e t o h a v e a

r o o m t h e r e d u r i n g h e r v i s i t . T h e e v a n g e l i s t o f t h e c h u r c h w a s a n e l d e r l y m a n w h o h a d

b e e n t a k e n b y t h e J a p a n e s e a l o n g w i t h o t h e r K o r e a n s a s a w o r k m a n t o o n e o f t h e P a c i fi c

i s l a n d s d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I I . B e c a u s e t h e G I s w h o l a t e r o c c u p i e d t h a t i s l a n d c a l l e d

h i m " P o p ? " h e a s s u m e d t h a t w a s t h e p r o p e r E n g l i s h t e r m f o r a n o l d m a n a n d s o h e c a l l e d

M i s s G r e e n ' s h o s t " P o p . " H e r m e e t i n g s w e r e a l l s t r i c t l y f o r w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n ? b u t

e a c h n i g h t " P o p " w o u l d c o m e a n d s i t q u i e t l y i n t h e c o r n e r ? w a t c h i n g a n d l i s t e n i n g . O n

t h e fi n a l n i g h t a t t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e s e r v i c e ? h e r o s e w i t h a l l t h e d i g n i t y o f a n

O r i e n t a l p a t r i a r c h ? t h a n w h i c h t h e r e i s n o g r e a t e r d i g n i t y ? a n d s a i d : " I h a v e

s o m e t h i n g t o s a y . E a c h n i g h t I h a v e c o m e a n d h a v e l i s t e n e d c a r e f u l l y t o a l l t h a t t h i s

A m e r i c a n l a d y a n d h e r K o r e a n h e l p e r h a v e s a i d . I h a v e b e e n t o C h o n j u w h e r e s h e l i v e s .

I s a w h e r h o u s e . I t i s a fi n e l a r g e b r i c k W e s t e r n h o m e a n d I k n o w c o n t a i n s m a n y

c o n v e n i e n c e s a n d n i c e t h i n g s . A n d I a l s o k n o w t h a t i n A m e r i c a s h e l e f t a m u c h fi n e r

h o m e a n d w a y o f l i v i n g . I h a v e b e e n t h i n k i n g t h i s o v e r . I h a v e d e c i d e d t h a t i f t h i s

l a d y c a n l e a v e h e r c o m f o r t a b l e h o m e i n C h o n j u ? a n d e v e n b e t t e r h o m e i n A m e r i c a ? a n d
c o m e a r o u n d t h e w o r l d t o o u r p o o r l a n d a n d s t a y i n o u r m i s e r a b l e h o m e s t o t e l l u s

a b o u t t h i s J e s u s a n d w h a t H e h a s d o n e f o r u s ? t h e n I t o o s h o u l d fi n d o u t a b o u t t h i s

J e s u s a n d b e l i e v e i n H i m l " H e d i d t o o . . . a n d b e c a m e a m e m b e r o f t h a t l i t t l e c h u r c h a n d

f o r y e a r s I u s e d t o d r o p b y t o s e e h i m . I t t o o k a h o s t o f m i s s i o n a r i e s l i k e M i s s B i l l

G r e e n t o c r e a t e t h e c h u r c h o f K o r e a a n d p o p u l a t e h e a v e n w i t h s a i n t s l i k e " P o p . "



^ 8

C O N C L U S I O N T h e s e a r e m e r e l y a f e w o f t h e " d a u g h t e r s o f P r i s c i l l a " b u t p r a i s e t h e L o r d

f o r a i l o f t h e m . P r a y f o r t h o s e w h o f o l l o w i n t h e i r t r a i n ! T h a n k G o d f o r e v e r y o n e
of them, and may their tribe increase to the ^lory of God and the establishment of His
k i n g d o m i n t h e h e a r t s o f m e n a n d w o m e n a n d b o y s a n d g i r l s a r o u n d t h e g l o b e !


