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Text: "He saw their faith." Luke 5:20
Scripture reading: Luke 5:17-26 (Also Mt. 9:1-8; Mk, Z:1-11)

God’s miracles often involve man’s help. The Almighty wants the cooperation of
puny people. The One who computerized His universe according to His sovereign will
wants us to push the buttons teo engage Hjﬁ energys, turn the wheels, and achieve His
ohjectives. It has always been so. Remember the little Hebrew slave girl who called
the attention of her master, the mighty Syrian general Namaan, to a prophet in Israel
whose God could cure his leprosy? Or the little boy whose lunch of S lsgaves and @
fishes were used by Jesus to feed the 50007 How many mountains have been moved by the
seemingly insignificant efforts or unrecorded prayers of countless people whose names

are known only to God who "saw their faith?"

Luke 5:17-26 tells us about four such men. His gospel reports that "When Jesus
saw their faith," He spoke and He healed. We could study this incident with emphasis
on the condition of the paralyzed patient, or concentrate on the Master’s words of
gracious forgiveness of sin and His Miraculous healing touch. But today we are
thinking especially of those four men who set up the situation for Jesus to speak and

to act. They were God’s Helpers.

We can reconstruct the scene with help from parallel accounts in Matthew 9 and
Mark 2. Jesus had been tempted in the wilderness, suffered rejection in His home town
of Nazareth, and now was rentering His work around Capernaum. Great crowds thronged
to hear His teaching and to witness His miracles. Mark says that Jesus could no
longer openly enter a town because of the crowds. Luke notes here (5:4) that Jesus
sometimes slipped off into the wilderness to pray and rest and prepare. Now he was

back "in His own city’ which would be Capernaum, probably in the home of Peter. A

crowd Tfilled the house and courtyard, pressing about the doors and windows. We
Americans are always astonished at the immense crowds that can appear instantly
without prior announcement in the Orient, unabashedly indulging their curicsity with
much rubber-necking whether it be a roadside medicine show, a8 missionary changing a
filat tire, or some other spectacular event. Let us not helittle such
curiosity...Jesus never resented it, but used it as an opportunity to display the

power of God and to preach the good tidings of the Kingdom of God.

One large agroup of special guests was present. Luke says "there were Pharisees

and teachers of the law sitting by who had come from every village of Galilee and

Judea and from Jerusalem.” That in itself would be a very large audience. Their
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purpose was not friendly, or to learn, or to be helpful...just the opposite. God uses
not only curiosity but opposition to accomplish His purposes, and Jesus fully
appreciated the unprecedented opportunity. In a day of no radioc, TV, or newspapers,
what better way for His message to reach an entire nation than to have a hugh captive
audience of her religious leaders? God was controlling these events, as is always the
case. What a pity that these men with the ahilities, education, and influence failed
to have eyes and ears and willing hands like these four men upon whom we now

concentrate..."Bod’s Helpers.” Look at what kind of men they were.

\SITIVE. These four men were conscious of a need., They were good
neighbors, not too precccupied with their own affairs to ignore a friend who was
paralyzed, helpless, desperate. What 20th century medicine cannot always cure now was
an even more hopeless situation then. The patient may have been in the prime of life,
with a family now deprived of his support. Perhaps he belonged to a crew of a fishing
boat along with those four friends...just as Peter and Andrew, James and John worked
together. Now he was in desperate need, and could even die an early death. His
friends saw his condition with eyes of concern and a desire to help. Mark tells us
there were four of them, and as they sat around talking in the cocl of the evening

after work, they must often have discussed his sad case.

Sensitiveness to need is a God-given virtue. Jesus taught this in the story of
the Good Samaritan. The priest and the levite saw this victim of a severe mugging
lying by the roadside, but it aroused in them no compassion, no impulse to help, no
twinge of conscience as they slunk by. But a sensitive Samaritan came along, saw him
and said, "Here is a man who needs my help.” Peter and John were sensitive to the
need of a lame man begging at the entrance of the temple as recorded in Acts 3, and
met his need. Jesus, of course, was always aware of need...He was moved with

compassion.

Even non-Christians must admit that more than anyone else in history, the
influence of Jesus Christ has made the world conscious of needy people. The
proliferation of various societies, foundations, international commissions, etc. to
help orphans, widows, refugees, prisoners, the hungry, the insane, the handicapped,
the blind, the deaf, as well as victims of every kind of disease, and the expenditure
of vast sums of money and human resources are the result. Almost all of this

philanthropy is due to the influence of Jesus through His followers.

Yot thic massive effort cannot compare with the one-on-one impact of a single

Christian who responds to the need of another person. It is easy to become calloused
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to human needs about us. 1 know that during the Korean War when we were surrounded by
massive paverty, hunger, and suffering of all kinds it was easy ta grow hardened and
indifferent. Perhaps physicians sometimes feel the same way when constantly
confronted with human illness. VYet Jesus would never want us to develop a thick skin,

anesthetized and insensitive to individual need.

Christian sensitivity tao visible need should never blind us to the greater need
of those in spiritual poverty, spiritual disease, spiritual hopelessness. On this
occasion Jesus saw and met a spiritual need too which He met by offering forgiveness
of sin to that paralyzed man. If all Christians were as aware of spiritual need as
they are of disease and hunger, world evangelism would be in less trouble! How often
we privileged American Christians ignore the need of three billion people in the world
who do not know Christ and therefore are without His peace and joy and hope. If four
men with eyes to see the need of their paralyzed friend could do so much, what could
millions of American Christians sensitive to the world-wide need of a Savior do in

sharing not only food for physical hunger, but the Bread of Life as well?

2 EAGER TO ACT. Sensitiveness to need is one thing, deing something about 3t is
another. Plenty of people wring their hands aver the sad plight of the helpless, or
make angry pronouncements about human rights, or demonstrate against nuclear
armament...but are they doing anything to help the victims...even those who live in
the same block? James wrote (4:17) "Whoever knows what is right to do and fails to do

it, for him it is sin.”

These four men didn’t stop to argue with each other about who would be chairman
of the committee, or whether to go find some sther better doctor, or put off action
until coocler weather. They rigged up a stretcher, laid the paralytic on it, hoisted
it to their shoulders and began to move. Why? Jesus was in  town! "Here is the
answer to what we have been worried about. Forget about our own work today! Who
cares if the weather is hot, and the distance to Jesus in Capernaum is far! No time
to dilly-dally! No time to talk, but time to act! Let’s move!” There was no energy

crisis for these four men!

If all the modern sensitivity to human need, all the talk, all the hooks and
promotional material, all the committee meetings and consultations, a1l the
organizations, were really converted into action, what mountains would be moved! Go
often great intentions are aroused, elaborate plans proposed...but nothing results
simply because in spite of recognized needs, nobody acts! Nobody puts the patient on

the stretcher lifts him to our shoulders, and carries him to the lLord!



Jesus wants not just hearers but doers of the Word, He spoke of a farmer with two
sons (Mt. 21:28-32). He told them to go to work in his vineyard. The clder was aware
of the necessity to work and promised to go but failed to do so. The younger refused
at first but later repented and went to work. Although less sensitive at first. he
nevertheless went into action. This is exactly what God expects of us. We may be
weak, or indifferent, or obstinate, but when Goad calls and says, "There is work to be
done,"” He expects action...not just good intentions, planning sessions, or delegating

the job to others.

3 RESOURCEFUL Now the four friends faced a serious problem. The crowd arcund
the house made entrance to Jesus absolutely impossible, especially with a stretcher.
"No way!" GSo they went up the outside stairs to the roof. It was likely gently
sloping with tiles which could be easily removed, as was sometimes done to lower
caskets into a small room at the time of funerals. Perhaps the owner was Peter or
some friend who even encouraged this emergency procedure. Four friends of this sort
would alsc be likely to see that repairs were properly made. The point is that they
were determined men...no obstacle could stand in the way...they used their hands and

their heads and found a way to accomplish their mission of mercy.

Anyone involved in the Lord’s work knows there are always problems, barriers,
unexpected obstacles, mountains in  the way. Jesus predicted this. Missionaries who
leave their homeland and go to strange foreign lands discover this many times aver
during their service. No project or institution or church ever has smooth sailing all
the way. GSome may see in every difficulty God closing the door, and resign themselves
to inaction with the excuse that nothing can be done. Just suppose those four men
hadthought that way! But "with God all things are possible.” Men and women with
determination and who believe in His power but are also willing to act and tao

sacrifice as did our four friends here...can succeed...their faith moves mountains.

Last year (1987) when we visited a church in Virginia where we had lived when we
first started our ministry, an unusual service honoring an 88 vyear old member was
held. This lady had polio as a child and so could never walk easily, her voice was
affected so that speech was difficult, and she was ctherwise handicapped. Yet she
never let these problems daunt her. She taught Sunday School at a distant mission
chapel...sometimes walking miles to do so. Her influence on an entire community of
children and young people who are now grown adults was immense. The sick, the needy,
the belpless were always her concern and when we visited there last year a wonderful

tribute was made to her by members of the church. In her reply she humbly said, "I
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never guestioned why I am this way, but I learned in the catechism many years ago the
answer ’God made me for His own glory’ and that is what T have always tried to
remember . " Like those four men, Bernice Jamisaon never let even personal disabilities

or other obstacles get in the way of doing the Lord’s work.

4 JESUS SAW THEIR FAITH. Four men sensitive to need, eager to act, rescurceful
in a difficult situation. Luke records that Jesus "saw their faith." How can you see
faith? How can something in ocur innermost beings be seen? Is it not that this inner
conviction of the heart is really meaningless until one steps out on the basis of that
faith to act? Faith 1s far more than intellectual espousal of truth, however
Scriptural. It is more than a demonstration of piety or compliance with strict rules

of attendance upon church meetings or adherence to practices assocciated with the

Christian 1life. It includes these, but if that is all, it is sterile, dead!

Faith that 1is wvital, alive and that enlists Divine Power to act, is faith
stepping out to do something in the full assurance that God will also work, James

told us: “Faith by itself, if it has no works is dead."(2:17) Pointing to Abraham he

remarked, "Faith was completed by works."(2:22) Faith is Abraham going out "not
knowing where he was to go.”(Heb., 11:8) It is the Children of Israel stepping intao
the bottom of the Red Gea while the waters piled up to the right and the left. It is
Philip going to the desert near Gaza, and Paul and Barnabas embarking at Salamis. It
ic four men convinced that a miraculous cure would take place, taking up their friend,

removing roof tiles, and lowering him to where he could receive healing.

Dr. Alan Tippett of Fuller Seminary and a former missionary in the South Pacific
writes: "Having many times balanced myself on an island cance and watched the skilled
sailors harness the power of the wind to their crafts, the truth has come home to me
that if the navigator could do nothing without the power of the wind, neither could
the wind be directed towards purposive goals without the sailing skill of the
navigator."” God’s power is geared in when men’s skills and energies go to work for

Him. He wants men of faith...but a faith which ACTS..."God’s Helpers.”

Certain individuals stand out 1in the history of God’s people and we call them
great. Seldom was their intellect, skill or leadership ability above average. fut
their active response to the stimuli of the situaticon where they found themselves in
the plan of God made them great. Our great missionary heroes are an example. 5So were
tuther and Calvin and John Knox. 8 few were intellectual giants, but most were
ordinary people with the same faults, complexes, problems, physical handicaps and

other excuses that we have, but they dared to act at a time and place where there was
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need. These people ventured into the unknown, undaunted by overwhelming evidence that
they were attempting the impossible. RBut God ‘"saw their faith" and mountains were

moved.

fur Lord wants to "see our faith." Attacking the daily schedule, preparing long
range plans, initiating major projects...every one is an act of faith. Fvery time we
take on teaching a Bible class, visiting someone in need, doing a good turn for a
neighbor, inviting someone to church, or witnessing to them about ocur Gaviour, we are
called upon to exercise a faith which can be seen. Granted that God does not reward
foolish, ill-conceived, selfish ambiticus plunges...it is also true that the super-
cautious Christian, refusing to take risks of faith for God, seldom moves the
mountains. If four men had stopped to worry...will I catch this man’s disease? Will
the crowd mob us for interfering with the Master’s teaching? Will Jesus Himself

rehuke us for tearing up the roof and refuse to heal our friend?...they would have

failed.

John Wesley is often thought of as a super—-fundamentalist revival preacher,
intent on a Bible-thumping picus form of religion. But he was deeply concerned ahout
his fellow men and attempted to act for them, whether they were physically ill, or
victims of the evil slave trade, or orphans or widows, or haing gone astray from the
Father’s house were perishing in a far country of sin. He had this rule of life:

Do all the good you can,

By all the means you can,

In all the ways you can,

In all the places you can,

At all the times you can,

Ta all the people you can,

As long as you can. {(McCartney 102)

"He saw_their faith”

3. Resourceful

4. Full of faith
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SAY THE WORD

Text: "Say the word..." Luke 7:7

Scripture Reading: Luke 7:1-10

The backbone of the Roman army were the centurions,tggebﬁ n command of 100 soldiers.
They were chosen not only for military skills but also for loyalty, good judgement,
integrity and devotion to the people among whom they lived. They were gentlemen as
well as officers! The centurions mentioned in the New Testament seemed to have

unusual er; as well.

&1 The centurion of the un1t assigned to crucify Jesus watched those awe-
inspiriting events with
Son_of God!"

@) Cornelius of the Italian Cohort at Caesarea (Acts 10) was a “devout man who
feared God with all his househeld, gave alms liberally +to the people, and prayed
constantly to God." This upright and God-fearing man, well spoken of by the Jews, was

¥ interest and exclaimed:

told by God to send for Peter from whom he heard and received the Gospel of Jesus, and
_Z thereby openﬂ*he dooré of salvation to the—beatiles-

,/uirbuiﬁxa 3242L4&a0
#3) and #) In Jerusalem at least two centurions helped Paul receive lawful
protection when he was arrested. 7
#5) Julius of the Augustan Cohort, was assigned to escort Paul as a prisoner
’-‘

from Palestine to Rome. His judgment about the best kind of may have

been poor, but he learned toc admire Paul and depend upon his advice. At ports of call
he ‘“treated Paul kindly and gave him leave to go to his friends and be cared for."

When their ship wrecked he forbade his soldiers to kill his prisoners in order tao

spare Paul's life.

@) The centurion in our story from Luke 7 is un—named, and perhaps not quite

so prominent, stationed as he was in charge of the insignificant garrison in thi:ﬂ i

little border town of Capernaum. But Luke's account reveals that (il = ed,

12 THE CENTURION WAS A,BELOVED MAN. As a commander his pesi®ien was not easy. He had

to see that his men were HoUsSed, fed, clothed, drilled, d15c1p11ned and assigned to

garrison in occupied alien territory. The odds against populariby

WEre enornous. Patriotic JéWS would hate him as a representative of the despised

Roman dictatorship. For religious reasons they would be pwegudicerl because he was a

Gentile who presumably worshipped pagan idaisy Yet all the evidence is that he
overcame these handicaps and was popular and admired. He was l@ved because of the

kind of man he was.



who is described as " highd by him. He

must have been a good worker, trusted and reliable and loved as a friend...almost a
member of the family by this Roman centurion. He was sick and about to
In

die...Matthew's account says he was

1G5 " no better than a farm implement to be

those days a slave was regarded as a
thrown away when useless. The centurion could have written his slave off as a

and let him die. Instead he loved him enough to go to

considerable trouble to solicit the help of Jesus. In a society where SIGVEWYy was
accepted without gquestion, he respected the hug rights of his slave. This shows

something of the character of the centurion in hiSype

fit for rger resp es If we are 10v1ng and caring of those about us, like
that centurion we will be beloved. The person who cares for others is always near to
Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself said so! [®To the extent that you did it to one of these

brothers of Mine, even to the least of them, you did it to Me." (Mi. P4:40)

'r“?" to Jesus. These leaders of the

e

Hhether the friendship of the centurion with these men

L e =l

was on the Rotary Club level or because he was a Gentile convert who now worshipped
the true God with them is not clear, but the evidence points to the latter. When he

wanted to win a favor from Jesus, this centurion solicited the  ifnterce i of the

most prominent Jews in town to plead his case. There was nothing wrong with this
method. His priﬂggx_igferest was the cure of his slave and the best gtFategy he knew
to achieve his objective was to send those to whom he thought Jesus was most likely to

listen.

Those Jewish elders went out of their way to praise him. "...they earnestly entreated

Him, saying, 'He is_worthy for You to grant this te him; for he loves our nation, and

it was he who built us our synagogue."” They could hardly have said anything finer

about their own people. It was astonishing for Jews to be so complimentary of an

alien. I am sure he did not expect them to go overboard with their personal praises,
yet they began their plea with the words, *He is worthy to have you do this for him."
What higher praise could be spoken of a man in his position? fs far as his position
permitted he seems to have succeeded in ggzggzgﬁéng with local society. His ggglic

relations were of the highest quality. Friendship with community leaders is impor tant

and essential for the good of the kingdom of God. Who knows but what this centurion
with his affable relationships with local leaders was partly responsible for the
generally receptive atmosphere enabling Jesus to perform a major part of His public

ministry in Capernaum?



He knew the Teacher was a busy Person.

He had seen and heard‘Jesus many times. I grew up in Korea under the dictatorial
occupation of Korea by imperial Japan whose agents kept strict surveillance of
everyone and reported to their superiors. Roman soldiers must have watched Jesus
carefully and duly reported His deeds and words to the centurion. He knew all about

Jesus. Thus, when Jesus approached his house 1o heal the slave, the centurion sent

you to come under my voaf." How incongruous for a Roman official to address a Jewish
J : %
peasant as "Lord!"...the equivalent of a mﬁ_@ addy essing as m . .and

you know what that means in military circles.

Here was courtesy and respect, if not outrigﬂﬁ__zggggﬂiﬁipn of the true persog of
Jesus. He was sensitive enough to see that Jesus was .ﬁﬁgﬁ with other important
things to take care of, and he had no desire to claim His time. [Jhe centurion was not
surly, overbearing, or arrogantly asserting his position, but tactful, courteous, and
thoughtful...all gualities we Christians must have if we are to represent Christ in an
ien world. No wonder the centurion was so highly regarded and beloved...he was
Ciévingly caring of his slave, e was on good terms with local leaders e was
thoughtful about Jesus. Surely God by His Holy Spirit had prepared this man for

contact with Jesus! @Bod requires no less of all those who call themselves Christians.

11 _TH NTURION WAS A HUMBLE MAN. The opinion of others about this centurion can be
summed up in their words, "He is werthy.” What a contrast his opinion was of himself,

summed up in his own words, "l.am not worthy!" Surely this humility in a high

official not only made him beloved by the people of Capernaum but also allowed him to

develop the faith which Jesus so

worthy,” He said through his friends to Jesus, "for you to  come
under my roof; which is the reason I did not presume to come to you in persen.” What
did He mean? He must have rated one of the BESENRGESEs in town and he was approaching

Jesus who had no house at all and was probably a guest of the fisherman

Perhaps he was sensitive to the

14 which prevented Jews firom entering a
Gentile home. But more likely the reference here is not to his house but to himself.
When the Jews said of him, "He _iswwenthy,” they used a word meaning “of high value." Z—
But the word he used of himself in the Greek text here is a different word. Although
translated the same in English, when he said 'ﬂ am not worthy"” meant "I am not fit, nrg
ngszxigg;" It was Luke who wused similar expressions elsewhere. [The prodigal son
returned to his father saying, "Father, I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”
There was that penitent publican in the temple, beating his breast and pleading, "Bod,

be merciful to me a sinner!"
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This centurion had a deep sense of unworthiness in the presence of the holy Son

of God. People who may be iiSin in their lives, become deeply conscious of

it in contact with the sinle;; Ehrist. In contrast to His perfection and hgligess,
they feel unworthy. They are caonvicted of sin. We don’t know how far along the
centurion was in this pfocess, but God's Spirit was definitely at work bringing ahout
conviction of sin. Centuries ago‘ﬁggggﬁipe commented: The centw ion "did not receive
Jesus into his house, but he had received him already into his heart. The more

P — -ive back the water, but

humbie, the more capacity and the move full. For®

also in recognizing the authority nf Jesus. His gglj;gnggzstangigg involved mo e than
St N R

———— —— T
recognizing that he was not fit to entertain the famous Teacher. @As a man under the

athority) of hisfgqurinr§ and with authority over 100 men himself; he could also

=

recognize and understand the authority he saw in Jesus. 2Just SAY THE WORD, and my
servant will be healed. For indeed, I am _a man under authority with soldiers under

me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes; and to another, "Come!' and he comes;

and to my slave, "Do this!' and he does it.'" Here is a perfect example of the

 renowned disciplﬁ“gf the Roman army. All the way down the chain of command from the
St U R S e
Emperor in Rome, the centurion obeyed orders. When his supeciors spoke, he obeyed.

He exacted the same obedience from those under his command, and allowed no Back talk!

Only as a well-disciplined man himself, had he earned the right to command others.

This intelligent man shrewdlyysaw the samelauthor:
Nazareth. In the pggggﬂf__lgégher, the centurion saw

the carpenter of
uthority whose source

was not in.Caesar but in the real Sovereign of all the universe. Perhaps he had heard

Jesus say on one occasion: "I can do nothing on my own authority...l seek not my own

i was

y

will but the will of Him who sent Me." With such authority a command with agwow
enough, and orders would be instantly obeyed. Doesn't this tell us a lot about that
centurion. He was humble, vyes, but not with a grovelling, breast-hbeating, negative

7 sort of spirit. His humility was born of true self-discipline...he understggpd his

place in the scheme of things.  In the presence of Divine authority he was ready to
say: "You command, GBEY' You are the supreme Commander, I am your'Senvanty What
you order is right, ki;ile:ﬁéﬁit’foithout question. GAY THE WORD!" 1In a day like ours,

rﬁ%when all Bwl:hof‘fﬁ?"‘@"s"e %ﬁhﬁﬁoﬁéﬁ%&ﬂqﬁw and when knaves want to rule like
& —_—

Eiﬂﬂél and when kings often seem to be trembling in their boots hecause of self-
doubts...how reassuring and comforting for wus Christians to find ourselves in the
presence of the One about whose authority there can be no doubt as we are reminded by
this centurion and who saw and understood and accepted that Authority!  And for wus

too, true humility allows us to receive the power of God into our lives.



-4 Len THELCENTURIONIWASTAIMANTOFFATTH. His understanding and acceptance of the

authority of Jesus 1is a perfect picture of faith. For faith is the qnsgﬂgiziggpl

acceptance of the absolute authority of our sovereign God. Saving faith in 4he
o4
7 itpmstapes Jesus Christ is the unguestioning surrender to Him,and acceptance of =y

7 terms of salvation a5 offered to us in tﬁéwbospel.
o

@- No wonder Jesus "marvelled at him" and said to t Erowd, "1 tell you, not

even in Israel have I found such faith." Here is the thi¥d opinion expressed about

that centurion. The Jewish elders had said, #He is worthy." He himself had admitted,

"1 am not worthy.” Jesus marvelled, "I have never seen a man with such faith!” In

only one other place was it said that Jesus marvelled. In Nazareth, "His own

country,” His own relatives and close friends in astonishment asked quesiions about
His authority but refused to accept it. Instead they took offense at Him, so that "He
could do no miracle there except that He 1laid His hands upon a few sick people and

healed them" and "he marvelled at their unbelief." (Mark 6:5-6) But here in Capernaum

a foreigner who lacked the historical exposure to God's revelation and providence
—— — e ————. .

which the Jews had, demonstrated what the Master was looking for among His own people.
He was astonished to find it in a Roman soldier. Here was the faith Jesus is always

looking for in everyone.

3. 'SAY THE WORD. entreated the centurion used to hearing Qrders bai ked loud and
clear. "With angels and spirits to obey Your word and run swiftly at Your command,
You can fulfil from a distance all the good pleasure of Your will. There is then no
need that You should come to my house; only commission one of those angels of healing,
who will execute speedily the errand of grace and power on which You shall send him.”
(Trench, p. 141) "SAY THE WORD" 1is not only a powerful recognition of God's
of doubts and questionings, feelings of_ipadeguacz and insecurity, the man of faith
can always say to the Supreme Commander of all the Universe: '"SAY.  THE WORD." When

puny earthlings can command the radio waves to maneuver satellites d@lliGhsofimiies,

yer for those who accept that Lordship. In a day

out in §pace, how much more Almighty God who created all things! Mere not "the worlds
sy
~ were framed by the Word of Bod?" (Heb. £#:3)

The Bod who said in the beginning, "Let! there be light" and "there was light”

was asked by that centurion, "GAY THE WORD, and let my servant be healed.” Here was
fif;? the prayer that "expects great things from God and rveceives great things fiom
Bod”...for the servant was healed instantly, completely, by DIVINE REMOTE CONTROL'!
"Faith_is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”

(Heb. 11:1) Even today we too can pray: #SAY THE WORD, O Lord, and heal that sick

loved one_in the hospital!™ "GAY THE WORD, O Lord, and bring harmony and unity and
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peace to a troubled world!" “SAY THE WORD, O Lord, and bring pardon, and peace and

power into my heart and life!"™  "SAY _THE WORD, O Lord and bring comfort, or guidance,
or rebuke, or strength to our homes, our businesses, our loved ones far away!" "SAY

THE WORD, O Llord, and bring renewal and growth and great joy to Thy church here and

around the world!” Let the Saviour marvel at the faith of His people today, and

;>,perfnrm the miracleshas He didhin Capernaum!
o JCONELUSION @ How the world today needs Christiangwho like that centwrion couple good
will between themselves and members of their households and their neighbors with a
sure faith in the sovereign authority of God! When we recognize in Jesus the power to
heal, the power to save us for eternity, the power deriving from the supreme and
absolute Ruler of the universe, we can remain calm and sure and useful in a world full
of doubis and vacillation and challenges to authority of every kind. He alone has the
P4 right tol"fSA¥ and heal the ills of a sick world. (May we have the humble

faith of that centurion to be His instruments to accomplish mivacles in our time!

101 This is My Father's World
368 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
408 Jesus Thy Boundless Love to Me

2747 worvds
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Spring 88 Montreat Prayer Meeting
10/14/90 Hot Springs

10/14/90 Walnut
10728790 Meadiuen Ndiy



Second le sson: ¥Bo you see this woman?
Deal kindly with the erring, Oh, do not thou forget,
However dalkly stained by sin, He is thy brother yet.

Heir of the selfOsame heritage, Child of the selfOsame God,

He hath but stunbled in thepath Thouh ast in weakness trod.

Deal kindly with the erring: Thou yet mayst lead him back,
With holy words and tones of love, from misery's track

Forget not thou has often sinned, And sinfuly et must be:
Deal kindly with the erring one, As God has dealt with Thee.

Storny of Harry Ironside

R ——

Parable %&%yin a Parable Luke 7:36-50

John Newbton lived to 82...0ld converted sea captain.."What

shallthe old Africe blasphemer stop while he can still

speak? My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two
things: 'That I am & great sinner, and that Christ is a
great Suviorln

Woman wept...sorrow for herpast, gratitude for forgiveness,
love for the One who touched and he:led her deepest needs,
Happiness because of acceptnahce into family of God tho
rejected by society.

Parable ...28 words in original. .both simple and absurd.

Do you see this woman? Simon thought he did...saw a notorious
wretch who » ad broken laws of God and was stain on society.
He saw sinner, Jesus saw a penitent and pardoned sinner
Simon saw outcast, Jesus saw child of Gal
Simon saw her on road to hell, Jesus on road to : eaven.
Jesus tmmned toward her, Simon wanted to turn back on her.

Demonstrative love is the visible evidence that a work of the
Holy “pirit involving repentance, forgiveness, and love
@s been going on, and should go on, in every true Christiar
who is born of the spirit.

Jesus saw her sin, of course, bul loved her, forgave her, and
accepted herdevotion of which her sctions at the banquet
table were clear evidence. Jesus called thal unconditional
acceptance FAITH,

Go into peace,,,inte a new life, a new future, a new joy, & nev
inner peace thatpasses sll understanding. Uid she later
become one of His attendants,

Two lessons: Our love for God does not rest uponthe size or be
badness, or numer of our sins...but upon owr awareness and
conviection of sin and of the gracious forgivenss we have
received.
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Love Covers a Multitude of Sins

Text: "Mer SiDSe.which.are many. have been forgiven. for she loved.much," 7:47

/

/

‘Scripture Reading: Luke 7:36-50

Fach spring a pancake race at the Olney Church near Cambridge, England preserves
an ancient custom. The ladies of the parlsh race from the center of town to the
church flipping pancakes. At the service the winner is announced followed by
congregational singing of "Amazing Grace," written two centuries ago by a former
pastor, John Newton. His mother died when he was seven, at elevan Newton sailed
as a seaman on his father's ship to begin a life of rebelllon and debauchery
helping collect slaves on the West African coast. Later he became captain of
his own slave ship and a part of that cruel and vicious trade. But after a ter-
rible storm he began to read Thomas a Kempis' "Imitation of Christ" and was led
of the Holy Spirit to accept Christ_as Saviour. For several years he continued
as a slave captain, trying to improve conditions as much as possible ang. even
holding worship services for his hardened crew. But the Lord opened his eyes to
the inhuman aspects of this work and he became a strong crusader against slavery.
He returned to England, married his childhood sweetheamrt, studied for the minis-
try, and was strongly influenced by evangelist George whitefield and the Wesley
brothers. He was ordained in the Church of England after having difficulty find-
ing a bishop who would look at him because of his past record...not unlike the
attitude of Simon the Pharisee in today s. Scripture. But John Newton became an
influential pastor, often preaching in public halls to great crowds gathered to
hear "the 0ld Converted Sea Captain."” Shortly before his death at 82 someone
suqqested that he consider retirement because of failing health, eyesight and
memory. Newton replied: "What! Shall the old Africa blasphemer stop while he
can still speak?" On ancther occa81on before his death,he proclaimed with a
loud voice during a message,,"My memory is nearly gone,/but I remember two
things: 'That I am a great sinner, and that Christ is .great Savior!'" 4 0
' ' This acMoy d Awaziey 8rice, nd i "'T‘"
Those words admirably reflect the message of Luke 7. That chanter'fé66f§ “Jesus
healing the slave of a Roman centurion, restoring life to the only son of a poor

Jesus was 1nv1te- r by Slmon, a Pharisee who had not accepted Jesus, but
was curious to know more about Him...and we are reminded that God has used cur-
iosity all the way from Eaccheeus to Koreans about us today as a way to bring
people to Christ. Jesus accepted...proving His willingness to associate not only
with despised publicans and sinners but also with self-righteous Pharisees.

As Jesus according to custom reclined at the table, a woman came and stood behind
Him at His feet., It was normal for all kinds of people to crowd into such af-
fairs to listen to the conversation of the invited guests, especially if a dis-
tinguished visitor such as Jesus was present...in fact a large crowd of this sort
was considered a compliment to the host. But this woman was one from whom the
rest recoiled, and Simon was embarassed and upset. Luke says simply she was a
sinner. Simon called her a sinner. Jesus did too, saying, "Her sins, which are
Dany." The account clearly implies that she was a bad character, of iow morals,
mixed up with the very worst elements in the community and everybody knew it.

them is that Jesus may have encountered this woman previously and offered her
forgivenessé; Today, I am deliberately taking that position.| Some have tried to
identify her with Mary of Bethany who anointed Jesus beforé¢ His passion or with
Mary Magdalene, but the weicht of evidence is that she was another un-named wom-
an. »_ My reason for accepting the view that she had already accepted the Master's

gfuke, perhaps intentionally, leaves some facts to our imagination, and one of
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forgiveness is strengthened by the fact that when she heard He was at Simon's
house she came fully prepared withd her perfume to demonstrate her love for Him,

Standing at His feet, she g%ég, overcome with deep emotion...sorrow for her past,
gratitude for forgiveness, love for the One who had touched and healed her deep-
est needs, happiness because of acceptance into the family of God altigough socie-
ty still rejected her. While the incensed Simon watched, she did four things.
she wet Jesus' feet with her tears. She wiped them with her hair. She kissed
His feet. She anointed His feet with the perfume. While some of this was in
accord with local custom, it was still a spectacular demonstration of affection
and surely Simon was not the only one asking questions. He was silent either
from courtesy or because he was speechless with astonishment, but Jesus knew ex-
actly what was going on in his mind: "If this man were a het He would know
who and what sort of verso his woman sho 1s touching H hat she 18 3

He assumed that he knew more about the woman than Jesus did, whereas
the truth was that Jesus acted as he did because He knew more. Simon wanted to
treat Jesus as a "fake" until proved otherwise, rather than as Loxd until proved
a "fake." He was to learn shortly that Jesus was not only a prophet, but more
than a prophet...0One who had power on earth to forgive sins.

Jesus broke the silence: "Simon, T have something to sav to vou," Simon replied,
"Sav _on, Teacher...revealing enough respect to use the title "Rabbi." Jesus re-
lated a parabolic jewel of only 28 words in the original, including the punch-
line question. "A monev_lender had two debfors, Qns $20.and the other 5500
Neith could so h h h i

2" The story is both simple and absurd. "Money-lender" would imme-
diately conjure up the same kind of loan-shark with which the world is still af-
flicted...the kind of person who would never write off a loan no matter how small
But Simon fell into the trap, absurd as it was..."
forgayve more." And Jesus had His own kindly humor, complimenting Simon for his
brilliant answer, "You have judged correctly."”

That fatal admission gave Jesus the opportunity to make His point., Verse 44
paints an intriguing picture. "Turning toward the woman He said to Simon, *Do

W?” What a loade . 2" Simon
thoudht he did...he saw a notorious wretch who had broken the laws of Cod and was

a stain on society...an untouchalbe, a leper, certainly not worthy to touch One
who made claims to be the promised Messiah, the Son of God. [He.saw.a. sinner,
but Jesus saw a penitent and pardoned sinner. He saw an outcast, but Jesus saw
a child of God. He saw her on the road to hell, but Jesus saw her already in
heaven. Jesus turned toward the woman, Simon wanted to turn his back on her.

Jesus answered His own question, making it plain that Simon did not really see
the woman at all. " -",..a common courtesy in
those days when open sandals left feet hot and dirty...but she wet my feet with
her tears and wiped them with her hair. "You gave me no kiss",..still the com-
mon greeting we see on TV between Arab diqnitarIesi..Eut she has continuously
kissed my feet...the sign of lowliest homage...and a very old custom in doing
obeisance to a political or religious ruler. "You did not anoint My head with
gélf...usually provided in abundance bv a host for his‘quests.;.ana we are remind
edhof familiar words, " i : il,"...but she has anointed
my feet with precious perfume. Jesus concluded His rebuke with the words of

verse 47: "Ior thls.reason.l.Sav.to.vou. MW& .fg_l_s,n.h ve. bee
forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.

These have been controversial words because grammatically they seem to affirm
that the woman's forgiveness was eaxped by her love. This would fail to fit the
point of Jesus' parable here and is contrary to all the teachings of Jesus and

Ney, Testament elsewhere. W says Paul. God's love
ggﬁes ghe initiative in bringing us to repentance, says John. The last half of



the verse says, "He.who is forgiven much, Jloyes much." so the parallel in the
first part should be, "He who is forgiven much, loves much." Had Jesus said
that He would have spared us a lot of scholarly argument. Yet He did not. The
New English Blble reads: " e

Ztell vou. her grealf love proves. fhat . her
manv_sins have been forgivyen," ~Phillips' paraphrase says, "This is why T tell
vou, Simon,that her sins, manv.as.they are, are forgiven; f
Se.much 1oy

e." These two attempts to resolve the problem, while true to the
teaching of Scripture elsewhere, really distort the clear Greek text.

I think that the real answer is that whereas our human minds love a logical tem-
poral sequence, actually in the spiritual world that order is not necessarily
true. In the case of this woman, and probably in most cases, penitence and for-
giveness and love are inter-mingled and inseparable. The situation inSimon's
house that day, the parable of Jesus, and the words of verse 47 teach us that
demonstrative love is the visible evidence that a work of the Holy Spirit in-
VOlVlng a simultaneous exercise of repentance, forqlveness, and love has been
going on, and should go on, in every true Christian who is born of the Spirit...
jugt as every new-born babe coming into the world develops physical, social and
mental processesxsimultaneously to develop as a normal human being.

avid Yesponses
Jesus then spokk to é%e woman: “Your sins have been forgiven." What joy that
reassurance must have brought to the poor woman, so often abused by her neighbors
Sadly the other guests were still spiritually blind and deaf, muttering among
themselves, "Who is this man who even forgives sin'?" They could not grasp what
that woman had already accepted...rhere here was Dne who really saw her, loved
her, forgave her, and accented her devotion of which her actions at the banguet

were clear evidence. Jesus called that acceptance faith: "XQQ;_zgi;n_nag_ggxgg
." This is the faith that continues to save the ignorant, the

vou.. go in peace

diseased, the poor, the deprived, the depressed in our world...often long before
they come to a more mature understanding of all that the Word of God teaches us
about the nature of God and His ways of dealing with His world. "Gg in _peace,..
pyung-ahn-hi ka-la"...actually "go into peace"{..into a new life, a new future,
a new joy and peace. Could this poor woman have become one of the band of women
mentioned a couple of verses later who attended the needs of Jesus and whose
prayer and dedication and witness helped found the first century church?

Someone has called this passage "A parable within a parable with essentlally
two messages:
£ox Him. (2) Ay V
£ i . The first lesson tells us that our love for God, demon-
strate v devotion and obedience and service, does not rest upon the magnitude
or multitude of our sins...it makes no difference whether that woman was a qreat—
er sinner than Simon the Pharisee or vicerversa... but upon our awareness of sin
and of the gracious forgiveness we have received. Tt is not that the nrodlqal
son was a worse offender than his elder...but that "he came to himself," where-
as his brother never did. That woman had come to herse ut Simon ad not.
"Sometimes it seems harder for the respectable person to do this than for the
notorious sinner; pride stands in the way of full realization and confession."

(IB145) To scribes and pharisees Jesus said, "The ;Ex collectors and the harlots
go inteo the kingdom of God before you."...something or every Christian to ponder
The other lesson requires us to strive to answer positively that piercing ques-
tion: "Do_you see this woman?"

Deal klndlv v with the errlng, Oh! do not thou foraget,

However dakkly stained by sin, He is thy brother vet.

n Heir of the self-same heritage, Child of the self-same God,

He hath but stumbled in the path  Thou hast in weakness trod.
eal kindly with the erring: Thou yet mayst lead him back,
With holy words and tones of love, From miséry's erring track
Forget not thou has often sinned, And sinful yet must be:
Deal kingdly with the erring one, 2As God has dealt¥ with thee."
Mavinr 224
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"Do you see this woman?" In the throngs on the street, the bus station, the
market place, the athletic stadium, the hospital waiting room, the school grounds
and...yes,..the churches of Korea...may God help us to see the people in their.
need, their pain, their sin...not with eyes of reproach or rejection as did that
Pharisee, but with the eyves of Jesus who and lgved, forgave and accepted.

Where cross the crowded ways of life, Where sound the cries of race and clan,
Above the noise of selfish strife, We hear Thy voice, O Son of Man.

In haunts of wretchedness and need, On shadowed thresholds dark with fears,
From paths where hide the lures of greed, We catch the vision of Thy tears.
From tender childhood's helplessness, From woman's grief, man‘s burdened toil,
From famished souls, from sorrow's stress, Thy heart has never known recoil.
O Master, from the mountain side, Make haste to heal these hearts of pain;

Among these restless throngs abide, O tread the city's streets again.”

During his ministry in San Francisco, Dr. Harry Ironside was invited by a group
of Salvation Army workers to give his testimony on a street corner. He snotted
a well dressed man who had taken a card from his pocket and later politely hand-
ed it to him. TInside it read: "Sir, I challengéﬁ to debate with me the ques-
tion 'Agnosticism versus Christianity' in the Academy of Science Hall next Sun-
day at 3:00 P.M." Ironside accepted the challenge on two conditions: "Firstly,
you must bring one man who was a 'down and outer'...someone who for years was
under the power of evil habits from which he could not deliver himself, but who
on some occasion entered one of your meetings, heard vour glorification of agnos-
ticism and denunciations of Christianity, and as a result resolved, 'Henceforth,
I _too am an agnostict!' and went away with a new power to live an upright life
and become an asset to society. Secondly, you must bring one woman who was once
a poor wrecked, charterless outcast, a slave of evil passions and the victim of
man's corrupt living...who hearing your message of agnosticism proclaimed, 'This
is just what I need to deliver me from the slavery of sin!' and moved to a clean
virtuous happy life as an agnostic. Now," said Ironside, "If you will bring
those two people, I promise to meet you with at least 100 men and women who have
lived in just such sinful degrafiation but who have been gloriously saved through
believing the gospel which you ridicule."”

Turning to the Salvation Army Captain, he asked, "Captain, have you any who could
go with me to such a meeting?" The reply: "We can give you, 40 at least from

this ont corps, and we will give you a brass band to lead the procession!" "Fine}
said Dr. Ironside, "Now, sir, I will have no difficulty picking up 60 others from
various missions, gospel halls, and churches of this city, and we will come in
procession with the band playing, 'Onward Christian Soldiers' and I will be

ready for the debate!" The agnostic smiled wryly, waved his hand as if to say

in surrender, "Nothing doing!" and slunk away from the crowd. (Roice 174)
Lefis remembey that sonediay wien The gvedt dhebste is ovev; The grandprecessioy Tave e gafer of Feswu Wil be Jed L ¥
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Other verses of "Amazing Grace"-wfittenAbyﬂNewtqn. 4

,3;@\5’23\1& PR s B S TR 4 ATl Pt R hease ne
yagl The Lord has promifed good to me;, His Word my hove secures; va\hm-sxj
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. ‘

2.Yes, when this heart and flesh shall fail, and mortal life shall cease,
T shall possess within the veil, a life of joy and peace.

3 The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine:
But God, who called me here below, will be forever mine.

4 When we've been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun
We've no less days to sing God's praise Than when we first begun.



WHEN CALAMITY WARNS

Scripture Reading: Luke 13:1-9

Text: "Except you repent, you shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3)

A preacher was once asked why the parable, such as Jesus used, has such
persuasive power over people. He replied, "I will explain this by a parable.”

It happened once that Truth walked about the streets as naked
as his mother bore him. Naturally, people were scandalized and
wouldn't let him into their houses Whoever saw him got fright-
ened and ran away.

And so as Truth wandered through the streets brooding over his
troubles he met Parable. Parable was gaily decked out in fine
clothes and was a sight to see. He asked, 'Tell me, what is
the meaning of all this? Why do you walk about naked and
looking so woebegone?'

Truth shook his head sadly and replied, 'Everything is going
downhill with me, brother. I've gotten so old and decrepit that
everybody avoids me.'

'What you're saying makes no sense,' said Parable. 'People are
not giving you a wide berth because you are old Take me, for
instance, I am no younger than you. Nonetheless, the older I

get the more attractive people find me. Just let me confide a
secret to you about people. They don't like things plan and bare
but dressed up prettily and a little artificial. 1I'll tell you
what. I will lend you some fine clothes like mine and you'll
soon see how people will take te you.'

Truth followed this advice and decked himself out in Parable's
beautiful clothes. And lo and behold! People no longer shunned
him but welcomed him heartily. Since that time Truth and Parable
dare to be seen as inseparable companions, esteemed and loved by
all.

When Jesus taught His disciples and the multitudes who quickly gathered around,
there was much give and take as He was interrupted by gquestions which He always
answered. 0On one such occasion someone in the crowd reported to Him a recent atrocity
in Jerusalem, where their blood had mingled with the blood of sacrifices being offered
there...a horrible affair that had shocked the nation. No doubt those hot-headed and
violently patriotic Galileans had been plotting against the Roman government whose
agents caught them as they offered sacrifices in the temple. As in the case with
totalitarian governments even today, retaliation was swift, brutal, and bloody. VYet
whoever told Jesus about this did so with the implication that surely those Galiledﬁs
must have been terrible sinners to have perished in such appalling fashion. The Jews

regarded sickness, tragedy and misfortune as the just deserts for some kind of sin.
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But Jesus' answer surprised them: "I tell you, no, but, unless you repent, you

will all likewise perish." He went on to remind His listeners of another recent event

all must have known about, not a man—-made tragedy, but what some would call an "act of

God." "You know the other day the tower of Siloam fell and killed eighteen people.

Do you think they were worse sinners than the thousands of others living in Jerusalem

who were not injured...Why no! Except you repent, you shall all likewise perish.”

While recognizing the horrible nature of these calamities, Jesus refused to accept the
verdict that the victims were necessarily great sinners. 0On another occcasion when a

blind man was brought before Him and He was asked, "Who sinned, this man or his

parents?" Jesus replied, "Neither, but it was in order that the works of God might be

displayed in_him." So, on this occasion our Lord used these calamities to warn that

anyone who fails to repent of sin faces far greater tragedy, "Except vyou repent, you

shall all ikewise perish."”

When calamities take place, there is always the temptation to ask "Why?" When
the innocent suffer as a result, we cammot help but ask this question, and it is
always a test of our faith and confidence 1in God's providence. But Jesus on this
occasion knew that His hearers were thinking that the victims of calamity were

unusually wicked sinners. He twice declared..."No, it is not for you to regard these

events as indication of great sin on the part of those who were victims...what you

need to remember is that such calamities warn you to repent or you will also perish!"”

If Jesus were here with us today, He would say: "When 37 members of the navy ship
Stark were killed instantly by a missile in the Persian Gulf, or when 29 perish in a
tornado in West Texas...or some other calamity strikes, that is not an occasion for
pointing accusing fingers at others, but to regard them as warnings to us that if we

do not repent of sin, we will likewise perish.

To clarify this point, Jesus gave an illustration, one of those little stories
where Truth 1is «clothed in the beautiful garments of Parable. He told of a man
planting a fig tree in his vineyard. Palestine vineyards are often planted on
terraced hillsides where there is plenty of sunshine but little usable soil. O0On such
steep terrain there is often considerable unused space between the rows of grape
vines. On such a tiny corner of land the farmer planted a fig tree hoping to get a
small addition to his usual crop. In Palestine the climate was such that fig trees

often bore two crops a year.

For three vyears the owner came looking for figs and could find none. So he

called his vinedresser or tenant and said: "For three years I have looked for fruit on

this tree and find none. Cut it down...why use this space for a worthless tree when
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we could plant something else that would be more profitable?" Presumably there was no

noticeable defect or disease in the fig tree...its only fault was failure to produce
figs which 1is the only purpose for which a fig tree exists. Hence the owner was

perfectly justified in order its destruction.

But the attendant begged for another chance. Many a gardener who has toiled over
slow-producing tomato vines will keep working desperately in the hope that his labors
will not have been in vain and he can produce a crop. So this attendant pleaded:

"Give it a little more time and another chance. I1'll work the ground around it well

and put on more fertilizer...let's see if we can make it produce. Otherwise we will

do as you say and cut it down and destroy it." Jesus left us guessing as to how the

story ends, but the assumption is that the owner allowed time for that fig tree to

produce some fruit.

Why did Jesus tell a little story about fruit bearing when He has just declared

twice: "Except you repent, you shall all likewise perish?" The answer is that there

is a definite connection between repentance and fruitbearing. What was wrong with the
fig-tree? Simply, it had no fruit! Otherwise it was a healthy plant, the leaves were
large and green, there was no disease or malformation. But there was no fruit, and
the only reason a fig tree should be allowed to exist is to produce fruit. The point
of this simple parable is to emphasize the consegquences of barrenness. There is only

one thing to do with a barren fig tree: cut it down and burn it up!

Jesus was speaking to Jews, God's chosen people. They were a privilege nation
and allowed +to live in a sunny spot in God's world. Jesus' teaching on this occasion
in no way denied that sometimes God sends calamities to punish for sin...and there was
ample proof of that in the history of His people who for their disobedience and
turning away from God had been defeated by enemies, carried into captivity and in
other ways suffered the wrath of God. But here He taught that calamities are not
necessarily induced by the sins of their victims, but are warnings to all of us that

unless there 1is repentance we all face disaster, and the evidence of repenting is

fruit-bearing. That fiery preacher, John the Baptist, 1in calling for repentance had

already said something similar: "Bring forth fruit in keeping with vyour

repentance...the axe is already laid at the root of the tree; every tree therefore

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." (Matthew 3:8-10)

This was exactly what the owner of the vineyard wanted to do with the fig tree. What

lessons are here for us today?

I. WE OCCUPY A SUNNY SPOT. If any nation was ever favored by God it is America.
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We may be problems, we may have our dark hours, we may have our critics, but in our
time more than any nation on earth we occupy a sunny spot. We have vast natural
resources in abundance, secure borders, opportunity for development, a stable
government, freedoms unknown in most of the rest of the world. Our mixture of peoples
from many lands has produced a culture rich in intelligence and creativeness. Best of
all since the founding of our nation, God has granted Christian men and women the
privilege of molding our way of 1life. And we who worship this morning are heirs of
their faith in God, their acceptance of His word as their rule of faith and practice,

and their determination to follow Christ as Savior and Lord. Truly "the lines have

fallen unto us in pleasant places, and we have received a goodly heritage."

While we can say this of our nation, 1let us think now of our church and of
ourselves. We are a privileged people. God has seen fit to bring us up in a
Christian society, He has allowed us to have free access to His Word in our homes all
our lives, He has given us beautiful churches and furnished God-fearing Sunday School
teachers and pastors and other leaders. Like the fig-tree of the parable, or the Jews

in their Promised Land, we occupy sunny soil.

II. WE ARE EXPECTED TO PRODUCE FRUIT. With our roots in sunny soil, God expects

good fruit. Privilege and advantage demand corresponding exercise of responsibility
and accountability to the One who has planted us here. As the most privileged nation
on earth, God wants our nation to produce good fruit for the rest of the world . In
many ways we have done so. MWe have tried to protect the freedoms of other people. We
have sent massive aid in times of famine and disaster. We have tried to share our
know-how in science and industry. The same can be said of the Church...she too has
sent missionaries with the Gospel of salvation, and assisted Christian brothers and
sisters around the world. I am not one to beat our breasts for failures because we

have in many ways acted responsibly with all the privileges we enjoy.

Yet we must not ignore our failures. So much has been left undone. So many
examples of crime and immorality and selfishness have demeonstrated barrenness rather
than fruit-bearing. When we bring the point Jesus was making to bear upon ourselves,
where it is most applicable, does our fruitbearing demonstrate repentance? Apply this
to our observance of the 10 commandments for instance. Every time we repent of our
failure to observe one of those commandments and turn around 180 degrees (which is

what repentance means) we should automatically produce fruit. "Thou shalt not bear

false witness against thy neighbor" says the commandment...if we are truly sorry for

telling lies or concealing the truth...the fruit will be speaking what is true and

helpful and righteous. "Thou shalt not kill, commit adultery, steal, covet" say other
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commandments...repenting of how we have sinned in those matters should produce
conversely the fruit of truly loving one another as Christ has commanded. I am not
the kind of preacher who points fingers and denounces sins in others...I leave it to
you to examine your own hearts and see whether your way of 1life, your obedience to
God's commandments, your fruit-bearing is evidence of the repentance which warrants
continuing to live in the sunny spot God has given you. Are you a healthy looking

plant...but with no fruit?

III. WE TOO CAN LIKEWISE PERISH. The threat of the owner of the vineyard to the

vinedresser was to cut down the vine. Jesus taught that when we hear of calamities
involving others, it is time to heed God's warning of what happens when there is no
repentance and hence no fruit-bearing Applied to a nation, this means that a nation
which forgets God and fails to exercise responsibility proportionate to privileges
received can perish...this happened often in history and could even happen to the
United States of America. Applied to a church, it could mean that when she forsakes
the Word of God, or wanders off into the ways of the world, she loses her moral and
spiritual leadership and influence 1in society and becomes just another social club
devoid of spiritual power. But especially we should apply words of Jesus to our own

hearts and lives.

When our lives have no fruit they are as useless to our Master as that fig tree
was to the vineyard owner. In John 13, Jesus also taught this to His disciples.

"Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away: and every branch that

bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit." What is the fruit God wants?

It is lives that show we have renounced sin and turned to righteousness, put off the
old man and put on the new man, no longer slaves of Satan but now behaving as children
of God. The consequences of fruitlessness are dreadful...and every time our newspaper
headlines some terrible calamity we should see it as another of God's warnings that

uselessness invites disaster...one that is eternal.

IV, WE ARE OFFERED A SECOND CHANCE. In the parable of Jesus, the vinedresser

asked the owner to give the fig-tree another chance. He promised to dig around the
tree, put on fertilizer...hoping for fruit the next season. I believe God is treating
us the same way. He is both the owner and the cultivator of His vineyard. He is the
One who 1is anxious for fruit. GSo He patiently works with us as a good gardener works
with his plants. 1 like to think that in agricultural terms God is doing three
things:

1. He prunes off the dead branches, the places with disease, the unlovely

ones, by sending adversity into our lives...sickness, disappointment, failures,
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accidents...these are times that help us prune away the things that don't matter and

concentrate upon receiving our strength from God alone.

2. He digs around our soil. He shows His care, His love, His desire to

make it possible for us to live free and happy lives. He pulls out the weeds and the
stones that retard growth. His mercies never cease, His lovingkindness is constant.

He provides the soil of His word in which we can be fruitful.

3. He provides a 1life-giving nutrient, just as the vinedresser provided

fertilizer. That life-giving extra is the most important of all...His own Spirit who

imparts the life of Jesus Christ Himself to us, so that we may bear fruit.

CONCLUSION. Why does God continue to spare us when others are victims of
accident or sickness or major catastrophe? Are we any better than the neighbor killed
last night in a wreck, or the child stricken with an incurable disease? Who knows but

what we will be next victims of calamity. "The Lord is not slow about His promise, as

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for

all to come to repentance." (II Peter 3:9) Today He is giving net only the second,

but repeated chances to repent and to bring forth in our lives rich ripe fruit for His
glory. But we can be sure that the alternative for us is the same as for the fig tree
which to the end fails to produce fruit...that is, to be cut down and destroyed, after
which there is no further chance. Only by the mercy of God do any of us survive, but
when God puts up these warning signs, let us remember that what He is looking for is

fruit. "No, I say unto you, except you repent, you shall all likewise perish!"

5/31/87  Bostic

5/31/87 Duncan's Creek
3/13/88 Ridgeview
11/6/88  Canton
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.- The Parable of the Good Father, II ’E%ZCZ___,//

Scripture reading: Luke 15:11-32

Text: "His father came out and began entreating him." Luke 15:28a

Some of us are old enough tc remember when we could hardly wait for the next copy
of the €hristian Observer (now discontinued) or the Saturday Evening Post (before
they ruined it) to read another installment of a "continued story." A brief synop-
sis always told what went before. Maybe we would like our story to end with

verse 24, but there is an important second installment best understood with the
first in mind. Remember we thought of the prod%gal, his xebellion, his repentance,
and especially his restoration ggggéfthe father, had never ceased to love him, took
the initiative to welcome him back, restored him to all the rights and privileges
of sonship, and rejoiced over the son who was dead and come to life again, lost and
found again.

"They began to be merry." Music and dancing, shouts of joy, friends and neighbors
coming and going, servants hustling about serving tables...unprecedented rejoicing
in the father's house. 1In the midst of all this the elder son came in from the
field, a significant fact in itself. Although there were many servants, the €ldest
son was at work. He was gbedient to his father, diligent, conscientious. He was

no slacker but pulled his full shre of the load even though the whole estate was
actually his because the younger grother had taken his share. The elder brother was

working until night-fall, setting a good example to all the other workers.

He was not only dilgent but cautious. Hearing the commotion in the house, he did
not go barging in...dirty, sweaty, and tired that he was, but called a servant and
asked what was going on. Xnowing his young master'éﬁ?‘“" , that servant chose
Ais words well perhaps hoping to influence him to join rather than reject the re-
joicing: "¥Qux brother has come, and youy father has killed the fattened calf, be-
cause he has received him back safe and sound." Note the pronouns. Yol brother...
subtley implying that the elder son should be ecuallv elated over the prodigal's
-return. Youxw father...implying an_obligation to pbeyc-his father's will that there
Ebe a welcome with feasting and merriment. He has received H{im back safe and sound
...the all-encompassing reason for the rejoicing. -

Did the older brother race in doors to embrace his brother? No indeed! He was fur-
ious and refused to go in. In a loud voice he roared with such hot-tempered words
that his father heard and came out to entreat him to come in an join the feasting.
Of course he was very tired, a point at which many of us react in the wrong way and
say things we should not. But this son had his pride! To reject his father's in-
vitation to enter was an _insult, but no matter! 2ll the pent-up resentments against
his younger brother came gushing out in a tirade of vyenomous lancuaqé.

. "Look! for years T have served you, never neglécting
any_command of yours; yet you have never civen me even a _kid to feast with my friends

Probably true. _Faithful, loval, hardwerKing, ytterlv devendable to do even the

hardest and dirtiest jop in seedtime or harvest no matter what the weather. His

cutburst probably shows that for a long time feelinas of rebellion and disgatisfac-

tion had been building up in side him. He fired a BrotalpshotyofiPfersEcishn at his
own father...'"you never gave medeven a kid to have a feast with mys friends. . .yot

are unfair, uniust, unloving." The prodigal had had sense enough to realize that

he alone was personally responsible for his troubles, but the elder son blamed eveery
one else except himself...the very one excluding himself from the merriment.

isoundediotfgaboutiiisispbrother: "Dut when this son of yours) came, who has
devoured gous wealth with harlots, ¥ow killed the fattened calf for him. " Again
note the pronouns. He refused to claim the prodigal as a brother..."this son of

¥ours.” No Jove for a blood brother, no forgiveness for his wayward ways, no_joy at
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his. return. He even displays a nasty mind...thinking the worst about his kid bro-
ther with the remark about harlots. No mention had been maée of thls, but the
elder's imagination produced such a charge. And again HEFIEE SdiEh fathe:
bringing up a really sore point a second time...' geﬂ,kllled the fattened calf for
HifM." Maybe that was the last straw that really brought on the gutburst of rage.
For weeks he had been carefully tending thaﬂfgéé, feeding and fattening iXup for
a special occasion when he himself would sit in the honored position of elder son
at the banquet. But now look! ¥6#, thoughtless parent, without a word to m& and
in disregard of all the hard work I put on that calf have used it to feast this
sckoundral!" No wonder he was hurt, indignant, mad as a hornet!

But the father was asq and [@EEMEHE with him as with the other son, without

what the younger had done, nor JPologEzEfF for welcoming him home with
rejoicing. "My child," he said gently, ualng an endearlng term of affection far
different from the ordlnarj word for "son" used by the older brother, and likely the
way he had addresseﬁ him since early boyhood. ‘Mo have always been with gef, and
that is ourd." FEven without a special feast, vou have every day enjoy-
ed the Rounty of my table, absolute security, and knowing that the entire estate now
belongs to you. But we B@@ to be merry, it was necessary and fitting...why? Because
Eliisb¥other of yours. . .gently correcting his son for referring to this son of yourss
...was dead and has begun to_live, was lost and has been _found." Verses 24 ang 32

seem alrmost identical, but one speaks of "thiismsongofsming'y and the other "thig

brother of yoursy" The words point clearly to the vertlcal relationship of the
prodigal, the sinner, to his father, and the_horizontal relationship between the
brother from the far country and the brother from the far field at home.

Pev1ew1ng thlS story, a .ﬂﬂi'-a}x pallsilsty could diagnose important facts about the

Loawashselfsraghteons. Outwardly he did all the right things and none of the
wrong thlngs. He was like the pillar of the rhurch, key citizen of the community,
and chairman of his service club. Yet like the Eﬁg;;ggg§ he gloried in being "good"
without reallzlndrnn 1g§ggmgn;§1_attltnda_1n his heart with no desire to forgive.

How much did that ganctimonious attitude have to do with d;;g;gg_gggz the younger
brother to hrgin with. GCeorge Buttrick quotes from Kipling's "The Prodigal Son".

*My father glooms and advises me,

My brother sulks and despises me,

My mother catechisees me,

Till I want to go out and swear.'
What would have hapnened had _the prodigal first met his older brother rather than
his father...would he have fled again to the far country?For all his faults, that
younger brother would have been a far more "fun" person to live with than the stodqy
older one. Like the Pharlsee of Luke 18:9, HENErusH In -~«¢u that he was right-
epus. a“ﬁ)f%w Nt%c%&,(j,yc—u/\ Wmm\«aﬂmm me

] » I --S vondeve vy wca”’kwu}k havlots
@orst’§5§qi3"e*ana‘wéoéélét%:Eré ;gﬁ%gg;ﬁganzﬁhﬁ_hest.n Hti i galnazlog pictured the
rotner as unworthv, doomed, deserving to

die 1n the pig pen. Words such as those of the apoatle Paul had never occured to
him: ‘Love...does not rejoice in unrighteouness." It had mever occured to him that
he had any responsibility to ga look for his younger brother and rescue him from
whatever trouble had befallen Him. His heart showed ;hg_‘xag;_ggpgs;;e of the fam-
iliar three apes who "see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil,. He not only saw,
heard, and spoke the worst of that brother, but his heart totally lacked any sign
of forglveness, forgetting the past. No! My brother is not worth loving, forgiving.

EREENNSSNERVEoNS, bocause His brother got the #fattex » He had worked hard for
years at home, and even fattened the calf himself. And then the younger brother got
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all the_gg_gdm' I am the one Who deserves Ahe honors and rewards which you have
squandered on a party for this worthless fellow! How much of the elder brother'g

envious spirit do we share. Someone else gets the rewards, the_credits, the lime=
light the honors and we get left out...especially if we feelwwe have done all the

dirty work. In a society where many of our associates are extremely tOUCh%‘Yﬁﬁm ome~
one younger, or more rqcently agraduated from university, gets promoted oo

let us look to ourselves for_similar diagnosis of the state of our hearts.

- was e heart servant wth gsen. A Sop works out of loving des
sire to nleasg his fathe;, but a servan¢ wnrks for paw, for peward. Paradoxically
the younger brother had been servant in a pig pen and became a true soi!;whlle the

one who apparently had always heen a son, had the heart of a hired man. The elder
brother, like the Pharisees, dldgnnt undprqfand Cnd's agrace. He was basing his
relation to his father on i eward for his righteous
deeds. He had served and obeyed...He had no more of a relationship of_ggnﬁh;,_to
his father than did the prodigal. He had stayed under the father's roof but had not
entered into the spirit of sonship. FHe served for reward rather than for love of
his father. Thus, he could not understand the father's jov, which was the result

pety of the younger b he i of the fact that he had once more
taken sh_lter_Ln_hls_lnma_and_h“same_a_son. (LBC Miller 121)

SfomitawaspanpinoratefulhEaEE . The eclder son had eaten well at his father's table
every day O ' He enjoyed a warm home, a_comfortahle bed at night, loving
family and devoted gervants Instead of being arateful, he grumbled because his
brother was feasted. Those of us who have always been Christians, must be grateful
that we have been spared the experience of the "far country". There is no cause
to worry that we have missed sovething because we cannot testify to the ecstasy of
a dramatic return to the father's house and the rejoicing at a welcome feast, good
and fitting astthat is for those for whom it is appropriate. We should give thanks
to God that we have been spared the filth and smells and husks 66 the pig-pen. How
much better off would that elder brother have been had he said in the weords of
John Masefield:

"0 God, Thou knowest I'm as blind as he,

As blind, as frantic, not so single, worse,

Only Thy pity spared me from the curse.

"Thy pity, and Thy, mercy, God, did save,

Thy bounteous gifts, not any grace of mine,

Prom all thebitfalls leading to the grave,

From all the death-feasts with the husks and swine." (Buttrick, p. 198)

( s the Elder Brothe Certalnlv Jesus had the Pharisees in mind, but how much
of him can we see in ourselves? Who is this elder son?" Thc questlon was once asked
in an assembly of ministers at Elberfeldti and Daniel Krumm made answer, "I

know him very well: I met him only yesterday." "Who is he?" thev asked eagerly; and
he replied solemnly, "Myself? He then explained that on the previous day, hearing
that a very grac1ous visitation of God's goodness had been received by a very ill-
conditioned man, he had felt not a little envy and irritation." (Taylor 864).

e . There was ro in that heart for both son;
U Tadk v o, Ay huaad Uy T e

R toolpthepiitiatsive . flcaring of the elder son's return
f : 1ave shrugge is 8 oul@egq saying, "He'll get over sulking
and come in scoon by himself, He could have bring him in. But
instead he left the table, made a special effort, and went all the way (not just to
the door) outside to goweut "and entreatshim." Again a picture of God in His Son
willing to enter the world of PhaTisees and receive them as He did ¥icodemus, or go
to the home of publicans 11kg §$gmmg». His heart is blq gh for the profligal in
the pigpen and the prodigal ﬂr ome Cod is pot : Furthermore H ejpects
2 9 ﬂa
U ;ig?’ %rq
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us to show that kind of father-hood towards others. _Parents with their children
Zunday school Teachers with their pupils,_pastors with their flocks, missionaries
with all their contacts...you can share the heart of the Father by impartial love,
gentleness, toward the rebellious, the gtubborn, the wavward. The father's heart
goes out to seek and to save...like the gshepheard searching for the lost sheep, the
woman looking for the lost coin, and the father who came out and entreated his elder
son. Sharing the father's heart involves goingiGut, it means gntreating, taking

the initiative fowards prodigals of every stripe.

e Fatner's heart wants our hear in otun Lhalliss . The elder brother rated

"A plus" 1n obedience and service, e was entirely opt of sympathy with his
father's heart which was far more important. ILike the Pharisees he could not under-
stand God's grace because he could not understand the heart of God. Réfering to

his brother not as "mg®brother" but as "you®¥ son" was evidence ot a heart fanll of
envy, surpressed evil desires, ugspoken resentments and foul attitudes...just the
opposite of his father{ The Saviour charged us all: "Go and learn what this means,

I desire compassion, and not sacrifice, for I did not come to call the richteous,
but sinners.” Matt. 9:13.

. The story ends with the predigal in-

€¥ outside SUEKERG.
He was barred from heaven byc

2 shut nimse - - his
lovelessness." (Buttrick 201). wick
One Sunday afternoon a young pastor told me what had taken place in his church that
morning when new members were baptized. A man and his wffe and 3 children had taken
the catechumen examination 6 months before and were all expected to be baptized that
morning. But when examinations were held Saturday afternoon, the oldest son, now
away from hom in the ROK army failed to appear though they waited late for him.
Sunday momming came, still he did not arrive. The service began. It was time for
admistering the sacrament...suddenly the pastor saw the rear door open, the young
man ran in out of breath from running from the bus stop. Quickly summoning his
elders to the platform the pastor asked: "what shall we do? This yoeung man should
be baptized with his family but he has not been examined." "Wave the rules and
baptize him anyhow" was the unanisous decision. So when the pastor read out the
names of those to be baptized and included that elder son, not even his own family
knew that he had jmst arrived. And tears of joy burst from the eyes of many as

they saw this entire family, together, receiving baptism and joining the church of
the living God." And their rejoicing is nothing compared to that of the angels in
heaven. God wants his house filled, every lamb brought in from the wildernéss,

every.coin recovered from its dark dusty corner, every prodigal brought in from
the pig-pen, every older brother joining in the festivities.



Parsble of the Pharisee & Publican
Luke 18:9-17

Text:s Luke 18:14,
i sl =b ARz ’é ol @& e
Introduction: /llobody likes & conceibedmen. Jesus disliked -
pride, hypocrysy. Vs. Q.mm& an easy parable to interpret.
Setting: Jesus enroute to Jerusalem for last time. Had
observed religiou life of Jews, and his own disciples.
Jesus interested not in high and mighty but lowly and meek.
a) reception of 'ittle children, vs. 15-17; b) demand of
rich young ruler to surrender object of pride; c) Cure of
blind beggar vs. 42; d) words to XzxAr Zacchaas, 19:9.

I. The Pharisee and the Publican.
&) Contrasting figures to temple.
bQ.Both sincere %4 b
¢) The Pharisee, his prayer
dQ) The Publican, his prayer
e) Jesus' conclusion vs. 14, Ps. 51:17

II. Message of the Parable.
a) Not confined to prayer life. ,
b) Good conduct alone does not automatically win God's
approvel,
c) Three views of self. )
(1) Self as righteous AI7& §4§& <l-
(2) Self as better than others._

- 4 | o =i o S )
(3) Self as a sinner 2 T:’Q% X
) Yok oy Z ok
7\"7"_/_ 2 3
L L CL( (I} 2-‘-

Conclusion: Our view of self determines whether we are
proud or humble. Only by debasing ourselves in our own eyes
do we become worthy of God's attention. Only those who re-
cognize sin in themselves can be saved.
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The Pharisee & the Publican

Luke 18:9-17
Intbo: Conceit. Jesus daislike of hypocrasy. No problems in
this parable--lesson plain from intro. vs, and from story.

Yet each detail adds meaning.

etting-~Jesus on way to Jerusalem, Had observed reli-
gious life of Jewish leaders, & of disciples. Parable followed
by illus. that rel. of Jesus not for high and mighty But for
lowly & meek: reception of little children, demand that rich
Yo ruler surrender wealth, ‘cure of blind beggar, gracious
words to Zaccheus.

: In -aragraph before parsble Jesue urged necessity for
prayer--at core of any man's religion. Pareble directed at
disciples. Inner vanity and conceit most evident in prayer.
In preyer we are forced to reveal our view of our selves, as
e meek to establish a relation between our selves and God.

If we are to profit, must see in parable lesson for ourselves.

I, The Pharisee and the Publican --contrasting figures.
Cuestion of whether they would act like this. Jewish boys praye
Some Publicans (like Zaccheus) did repent. Both sincere and.
accurates This estimate of gelf before God determined the

true character of the religion of each man,

Look et Pharssee--refined, eudcated, clean citizen,
pillaer of church, ardent -patriot, respetted 25 citizen of
hichest char-cter, in own eyes and by assent a virtuous man.
Hebit, stending, "pyeyed thus with himself,¥ "God I thank
thee." Judges himself by two stondards (#) Superiority, and
(2) edherance of law. In comparision with others, Pherisee
thoroughly humen., Comparisons negative. "In prayer we look
up in aspiration or we look down in humility; we never look
eround in criticiem or curiosity." No wod about positive vir-
tures, except requirements of law which was other cause for
self-congratuletion. Jesus' 21 word description. Our revul-
sion end disgust--until we see ourselves mirrored.

In contrast see Publican--hated end despised. Un=
populer. Unscrupulous. Co%laborator. Sugpect of all forms

f wickedness. This man different-<went to pray. Attitude ,
depicts heart-felt sorrow, sense of unworthiness. "Afar off"
ashemed. "Smoted upon his breast" outward sign of inward grief

or self-accusation among Orientals. Prayer brief but true.
Mo 1is€76f gins or virutes, no claim of merecy deserved, simply
frank yet terrible recognition of sin. Cry of anguish includes
hope end petition that God would grant mercy. Not until sin
thus fully recognized, not until utter impossibility of any
good on our part to counterballance the evil of our nature i‘g\
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felt, not until a £nll picture of self in this true llght
is seen, can a men really throw  himself compldtely at the®
mercy of God.

Two went to pray: oh, rather say,

One went to bray; the other to pray.

One stands up close, and treads on high

Where th' other dares not send his eye.

Oné nearer to God's altar trod,

The other to the altar's CGod.

Jesus concluding words. How was Publican justified]

God did not ignore sin, but Publican went home relieved of
burden though despondent over sin--had approvel of God. Jus-
tified--the comparison between the two has reference not to
charaéter, but to the relati n to God in which they respective-

1y stand. "The sacrificds of God are a broken spirit; a Broler
gg5“E‘2gg3;13g_hsazj‘_nggd‘_ihgg_gglE not Eesplse.Ii Pharisee
went proudly home. Estimete os two men in their own gyes were
reversed in God's sight. Vs. 14 b,

| II. The Message of the Parshle. No need to argue pur-
| pose. Lesson Qgg»ggnjingﬂ,Lg_nzgxgz_liﬁﬂ. Concernes every
i espect of our lives and thought. Self-compddcency, self-
satisfaction, smug s senge of se securlty res»;LE upon_a_u moral
. tale conIormlntho the hest - cciety ond re izion demend--
vaere are picoured by the Phe rluee. A true cpnfiction and
acknowledgement of sin resulting in absomute humllity before
God-~this spriit sent the Publican home "justified." Ve
see the Pharisee in ourselves more often than ®he Publican.
Church attendance, gifts to benevolent causes, personal
kdevotional life-~valuable and necessary--oiten ends in them
selves and in our satisfaction at having achiéved a perfect
recordwe think God's approval will be autoMetic. Pareble
d strikes at church leaders--so satisfied in personal success or
success ol the program or instituion we promote that become
victims of pride and self-copplacency--too few who ever beat
.upon breasts and cry God be merciful to me a sinner,
Details point out three viewg of self.,

1, Self as righteous. evealed in posture and
preyer of Pharissee--vs. Obe. "HJoZ unto you Pharlseesﬁx! Tor
ye tithe mint and rue and every herb, and pass over  justice
and the love of God: but these ouzht ye to have done, and not
+to leave the other imdone, ! Wlhen we look upon Self in this
iignt we place ourselves vwhere even God cannot Bsave us without
impg“ine some catastrophe t e us and bring us to our
senses. There was only One who rightfully cleimed absolute in-
nocdnce before God, yet He chose path of humble obediences
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, 3. Self as better than others. Attitude of Pharisee who
set all others at nought. Meny seek to justify themselves be-
. fore God and man hecause better then neighbors. Argument that
4 ye are not as bad ag we mignt be. INo room in Christianity for
. this sort of thinking., Have to reach up to touch bottom so
ar as personsl righteousness i s concerned. All chief of
hﬁji%;ggxg--no room for invidious comparisons.
3. Self es sinner. Only path to success in kingdom of Cor
We have to go down in humility before we can go up in God's
epproval, "Except ye turn gnd become as litile children, ye
shall in no wise enter into the-kingdom of heaven." Wot easy
for Publican to shed profitable life, Even more difficult to
shed blind-fold of smug satisfzction in our righteouemmess worl
y Pharisees of all time end to humble ourselves in full recog
nition of_ our sinfulness. But not until then will we go down
6 our house justified. Repentance for sin necessary to obtai:
forgiveness and eternal life, Full recosmition of our own
sinful nsture will cuickly numble eve +the most prod of us. A
humility based on full awareness and penitence for sin puts us
in the place vhere God can accept us and raise us to the statu
of new chxestures in Christ. He that humbleth himself khall
be exalted.
With broken heart and contrite sigh,
A trembling simmer, Lord, I cry;
Thy pard'ning grece is rich and free;
O God, be merciful to mel

I smite upon my troubled breast,

With deep and conscious guilt oppressed;
Christ and His cross my only plea; .
0 God, be merciful to mel y

-

Far off I stend with tearful eyes
llor dare uplift them to the skies; *
But Thou dost 211 my anguish see;
0 God, be merciful to meb. ;

Nor alms, nor deeds that I have done

Can for a single sin atone;

To Calvary alone I flee;

0 God, be merciful to mel |

And when, redeemed from sin and hell,
“ith 211 the ransomed throng I dwell,
My raptured song shall ever be /
God has been merciful to melq ’ :
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In prayer we look up in aspiration or we look
down in humility; we never look around in criticism
or curromity,

Two went to prays oh! rather say,
One went to bray; the other to pray.
One stands up close, and treads on high,
YWhere th' other dﬂres not send his eye,
One nearer to God's altar trod,

Th © alta
1u? other to the i&«? s ,God, ﬂ lydl*r g
Woe unto you PHarisees! For ye tithe mint and -
rue and every hexrb, and pass over justice

and the love of God: but these ought ve to have
done, and not toleave the other urdone.

St~

With broken heart and contrite sigh, °*
A trembling sinner, Lord, I cry;
They pard'ning grﬂce is rldb ﬂnd free:
O God, be merciful to me!

I smite upon my troubled breast,

With deep and conscious guilt oppreqeed-
Christ and llis cross my only plea;

0 God, be merciful to me?',

Far off I sdand with tearful eyes

Lor dare up 1lif® them to the gkies;

But thou dost all my - ngu13h see;

O God, be merciful to me!

Nor 2lms, nor deeds that I have doune
Can for a single sin atones

To Calvary alone I flees

0 Goa, be merciiul to me!

And vhen, redeemed irom sin ana nell,
With .all the ransomed ti.rong I dwell
My raptured song shall ever ve

God nas been merciiul to me!
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WHY JESUS CAME

Text: "The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." Luke 192:10.

Scripture Lesson: Luke 19:1-10.

Why did Jesus come into our world? The answer to that question should be the
reason for all our joy and celebration at Christmas. Jesus Himself gave us the answer

many times, and one of them is in Luke 19:10: "The Son of man is come to seek and to

save that which was lost.”

Public appearances of Jesus always created a sensation. The Son of God spoke as
never man spoke, His teachings astonished listeners among the poor and ignorant as
well as the wealthy and sophisticated. His hands possessed the power of the Almighty
to heal, to restore, to feed. Little wonder that as Jesus passed Jericho great crowds
thronged about Him. Like any rabbi of His day He was discoursing as He walked with
other Passover-bound pilgrims. Along the way villagers and townspecple who could not

go up to Jerusalem attached themselves to Him just to eavesdrop on what He was saying.

One poor blind beggar had already cried ocut for help when He heard that the great
Healer was passing by. The crowd tried to shut him up soc they could hear the Teacher,
but Jesus had stopped...as He always does when pecple need Him...and asked, "What do

vou want me to do for vou?" The blind man replied the obvious, "Lord, I want to

receive my sight!" At once Jesus commanded, "Receive vour sight, yvour faith has made

you well." "For Jesus it was always more important to act than to talk. Words always
tock second place to deeds. Here was a human soul in need. Discourse must end and

action begin." (Barclay p. 242)

There was another quite different curicus spectator that day. His name was
Zaccheus, a resident of Jericho. Watered by the Jordan River, this ancient city was a
veritable Eden, a city of palms with a forest of fragrant balsam trees, sometimes
called the "fattest" region of Palestine, although today it is dry...almost desert.
Her dates and balsam, plus her position on the cross-roads between Jerusalem and the
East and the north-socuth traffic along the Jordan made her one of the key taxation
centers in Palestine. On this day Jesus was passing by and no doubt both the high and

lowly were out in force. Among them was Zaccheus, about whom we know three things:

1. Z2ACCHEUS WAS A TAX-COLLECTOR. Besides, he was a chief tax—-collector...he had

reached the top of his profession. Others in Jericho despised him as a traitor who
had sold ocut his own country by collecting taxes Tfor the hated Roman occupation

forces. Nobody loves a tax-collector but a stooge for a foreign power was not only
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hated but could be assumed to be totally corrupt...a man of low morals. This first
century Scrooge had no close friends...except a few evil cronies. Like anyone who
pursues his own selfish interests in total disregard for the welfare of others or the

commands of God, Zaccheus the tax-gatherer was a lonely and friendless man.

2 ZACCHEUS WAS RICH. That terse comment implies more than financial wealth.

This tax-collector was rich because his greed stooped to all kinds of graft,
extortion, and dishonesty. By his own admission he had cheated and defrauded. From
the wealthy he had accepted bribes, from the poor he had wrung unjust gain, from the
Roman government he had stolen lawful income! Such a man was capable of any other
kind of crime. Local religious leaders called him a sinner, and they were right. How
tragic that his name means "pure" or "innocent." VYears before some loving mother had
given him this name, wistfully dreaming that her son would become a fine upstanding
citizen and Godly man. How disappointed such mothers are when their prayers appear

unanswered and their hopes betrayed. He was rich...but exceedingly wicked as well.

3. ZACCHEUS WAS A LITTLE MAN. Every Sunday School scholar knows that. As he

wormed his way through the crowd hoping to see Jesus, people who hated him saw a
chance to jab an elbow in his ribs or shove him around or purposely block his view.
Why would he want to see Jesus anyhow? Curious like everyone else?...maybe so...but
would such a cynical character leave his accounts and his money bags merely to see a
Galilean walk by without being moved by some divinely appointed impulse? Na! The
Spirit of God put into the heart of Zaccheus, the lonely tax-gatherer, the sinful rich
man, this little man, the urge to meet Jesus. God put that longing there just as He
does in every man. No matter how low he falls, there is something that makes any
person look longingly for something better. God sent Zaccheus to see Jesus. There is
no one here today in whom God has not put the same impulse. You may be here because
you have attended church since childhood, or because someone invited you, or out of
curiosity to see what goes on in our church...but whatever the means, it is God who
has drawn you. "Only by God’s finding could the human soul even begin its search.”
{IB 323). So this lonely man, 2accheus, so low he had to reach up to touch bottom,
physically small and insignificant, became the object of God’s call to meet the
visiting Stranger. Running ahead of the crowd he did something undignified for a man

in his position...he climbed a tree by the roadside.

Safely out of sight among the branches, far above the milling crowd, Zaccheus
assumed he had an unseen vantage point. VYet Jesus stopped, saw him, and spoke to Him.
Very likely Jesus had never met Zaccheus, or heard of him, or had any way of

recognizing him. Yet He called him by name, "Zaccheus!" In every way Jesus was a
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man, yet He was also the Son of God. He already knew that this man would be waiting
up in a tree to see Him. How did He know his name? Jesus is God. Just as He knows
when a sparrow falls to earth, or the number of the hairs of our heads...so He knows
all His children by name. None of us could walk into the White House and expect the
President to call us by name...but the Sovereign of all the universe knows each of us,
what goes on in our hearts, and there are no secrets hid from Him. When Jesus spoke
to Zaccheus He knew that He was a lonely tax—gatherer who needed a Friend, that he
was rich from ill-gotten gains and needed & Saviour, and that though physically
insignificant he was infinitely valuable in God’s sight and capable of great good
among his fellow men...needing only the touch of a transforming power to make him a

new man. No one is so low-down as to escape the love and power of God.

"Zaccheus, hurry up and come down; for today I must visit vour home." Jesus

simply invited Himself to dinner. There were local religiocus leaders, but He did not
choose their homes. There were well-to-do respectable citizens, the social liens of
the city...but He passed them by to visit the home of a notoriocusly wicked man. What
a huge surprise for a man spurned by neighbors and devoid of their friendly visits!
No wonder he quickly came down from the tree, overwhelmed with joy. As a wealthy man
you can be sure he ordered a sumptucus feast for his distinguished Guest. Jesus never
forces His entry into any home or any heart, but He knows there is a secret longing
for His company, and 1t matters 1little to Him what the circumstances or environment
may be. Poor or rich, men may exclaim that they are not worthy to entertain Him, but
He never refuses on those grounds. There is no social situation too decayed, and no
human life too down and ocut, for Him to gladly come with the offer of friendship, of

power to change, and of renewal of life and hope.

On-lockers at this unusual banquet grumbled because the Master was eating with a
sinner, but that made no difference at all to the Master. Except for the concluding
remarks we don’t know about the conversation arocund the dinner table. How we would
like to know! Surely Jesus somehow lifted Z2accheus up to a vision of the kind of
person he could be if he turned his whole life arocund. In the presence of One who
knew no sin, Zaccheus could review his whole past life of sin with shame and remorse.
Somehow he could feel that he was in the presence of One who loved him, who could
forgive and restore, and could give him a life of usefulness now and of peace forever.
Something about Jesus made that wicked tax—gatherer ready to confess his sins, make

restitution for his evil past, and turn his life 180 degrees in a new direction.

"Lord,” he said, "1’11 give half of what I have to the poor, and whatever I have

illegally extorted, I will restore fourfold." 350% of his wealth to charity and 400%
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restitution for wrongs he had committed...enough to financially wreck even a wealthy
man! Zaccheus knew that only by divesting himself of ill-gotten gains could he live
with & clear conscience. He was ready to count all his past as garbage in order to
gain Christ as his friend. The only way was complete separation from his aold manner
of life. Here was real repentance...not just a meaningless "I’m sorry!" Repentance

is willingness with God’s help to cut all ties with past sin as did Zaccheus.

I once heard a pastor tell of attending a great assembly of Christians from all
over the world, where a pastor from India insisted that a funeral must be held before
the meeting could begin. A coffin was brought in and placed in front of the rostrum,
and the delegates were asked to file by, raise the lid, and gaze on the face of the
deceased. All were curicus to see whose funeral was being cbserved. Was 1t Hitler,
the evil dictator responsible for engulfing the world in war? Was it Stalin whose
evil genius inspired the spread of communism around the world? Was it some atheistic
philosopher, some selfish business tycoon, or some immoral actress? One by one the
delegates walked by the coffin, raised the lid, and drew away with sober faces and
downcast eyes. Finally my friend went forward. As he locked in he beheld none of the
notable people he could think of, but he saw his own face reflected in a mirror. The
Indian pastor had known that before Christians could worship and work with Christ in
His church, the funeral of the old self had to happen.A In the presence of the purity
and power of Christ Zaccheus realized this, and met the challenge by offering to bury
his old nature in the prospect of a new one. And this is what happens to every person

who comes to know Christ in the hospitality of his heart.

How the heart of Zaccheus must have been warmed as Jesus accepted his confession

and promise of restitution by saying, "Today salvation has come to this house, since

he alsoc is a son of Abraham!" Curses and abusive language had been heaped on Zaccheus

by victims of his dishonest ways...how refreshing now to have the blessing of Jesus

Christ: "Today salvation has come to this house!" What did Jesus mean here by the

word SALVATION? I think he meant far more than the narrow meaning we sometimes give
its He meant: "This man Zaccheus is a new person. He is released from bondage to
the sort of person he used to be and his house is a completely different place. From
cheating people he turned to helping them; from selfish greed he turned to charity and
good work, from living as though God noc longer existed, he turned to obedience and
reverence for the divine willj from moving down the road to hell, he was on the
highway to heaven. At that moment, Zaccheus knew little about theclogy...why and how
Jesus came into the world as the Son of God to die for sinners. Yet by yielding
himself to whatever demands Christ would make of him, he opened his heart to that

complete salvation made possible when the Saviour died on the cross for his and for
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gur sins. The legend that Zaccheus later became bishop of Caesarea may not be
corrects; but we can hardly imagine that after this confrontation with his Saviour that

he failed to live as an exemplary Christian thereafter.

But Jesus did not stop with words about salvation: "Today salvation has come to

this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham.” Those words may puzzle us, but

Jesus’ hearers knew what they meant. Faor 2000 years Abraham had been famous as the
greatest man of faith in Hebrew history. Here Jesus declared that Zaccheus had
similar faith...and that his salvation was granted not on the basis of the good deeds
the tax-collector promised in repenting of his past, but on his faith in God’s power.
to save through Jesus Christ. Salvation was not granted to Zaccheus as a "reward"” for
his vow to give half his goods to feed the poor and make four—fold restitution of what
he had cheated from others. Salvation was based on his faith alone. No amount of
good works could earn salvation. But his faith, his willingness to vyield in complete
cbedience to the will of God and cast himself on His mercy...this was the basis of his
salvation. His vows to reform were the fruit and not the grounds of his salvation.
We too are saved by total commitment to the Saviour and not by attempts to earn Divine

approval. "Zaccheus," declared Jesus, "Your whole house is saved, inasmuch as you

have in complete faith cast yourself upon the mercy and goodness of God.”

The final word of Jesus to Zaccheus that day is one of the greatest texts in the

Bible: "FOR THE SON OF MAN HAS COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST." "I have

come," said Jesus, "to save people just like vyou. I am looking for those who know
their miserable lost condition in sin and lock to me in faith for salvation.” Jesus
knew that until now his hest had been a lost man...financially successful perhaps,
living in luxury and comfort, yes...but otherwise lost, groping in the dark, utterly
without hope. If I lost my watch out in the woods, it would soon rust and corrode and
no longer keep time...the purpose for which the watchmaker made it. Just so, all
unrepentant sinners are lost and doomed to die...they fail to fulfill the purpose for

which God created them. They have taken a wrong turn away from Bod and are headed

over a precipice in the dark.

One famous Bible scholar points ocut that in the New Testament the word "lost®

means simply in the wrong place. He says, "A thing is lost when it has got out of its

own place into the wrong place, and when we find such a thing, we return it to the
place it ought to occcupy. A man is lost when he has wandered away from Gods; and he is
found when once again he takes his rightful place as an cbedient child in the
household and the family of his Father."{Barclay, p. 245) How many people around here

are lost in that sense? They may have gone to Sunday School in childhood, they may
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have gone forward in a revival meeting to accept Christ and been baptized and joined
the church. They may have read and studied the Bible years ago. But today, like
Zaccheus they are lost because they are in the wrong place...out of touch with God
their heavenly Father, living their own selfish lives in disregard of Him, not keeping
company with the right people in the place of worship...God’s house. Jesus wants to
enter every such home and every such heart. He wants to declare to all who come to
Him as Zaccheus did: "TODAY SALVATION HAS COME TO THIS HOUSE, FOR THIS MAM HAS FAITH
LIKE ABRAHAM. FOR THE SON OF MAN HAS COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST."

If Christmas raises the guestion, "WHY DID JESUS EOME?" He gave us His answer:

He said:
"1 have not come to call rightecus men but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 35:32)
"I came that they might have life, and might have it sbundantly."” {(John 10:10)

"1 have come as light into the world, that evervone who believes in Me may not

remain in darkness." (John 12:46&)

"1 HAVE COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST." (Luke 19:10)

Hymns:
147 "0 Come, 0O come, Emmanuel"
399 ‘"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling"

152 "Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates"
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Scripture Reading: Luke 23:32-43

Text: “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." Luke 23:43.

"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” Good news from
the cross to the only person recorded in the Gospels who had ever addressed the Son of
God by His gilven name, a criminal who had pled, "Jesus, remember me when you come in
your gingdom." He had seen that "all that matters for entry into this kingdom is to
have a place in the mind and heart of this man Jesus, whose place is in the midst of
sinners, and whose friendship can be claimed and entered into by any who will to have
it." (Wallace, 26) Here is the pure gold of the Gospel: God's Word to man stripped
of everything else the world usually associates with the Christian religion...church
creeds and polities, pomp and ceremony, property and steeples, liturgies, vestments,
hierarchies, church courts and budgets. What the world wants to hear, what the world
needs to hear, what the world must hear is this good news from the cross: “"Today you

Qill be with me in Paradise."

Novelists and others have speculated about these

two criminals. Were they common thieves, murderers, insurrectionists against the
hated Roman government, or a combination of these? We do not know, but the execution
of Jesus was scheduled along with them to add to His humiliation, for "he was numbered
with the transgressors.” And for all time the cross of Christ between these two men

has symbolized the only eternal dividing 1ine which cuts across all our man-made
divisions ...the 1line between the repentant and the unrepentant, believers and
unbelievers. In the midst of a torrent of abuse on this One whom men placarded as
“"the King of the Jews" and in the agony and hopelessness of that hour, one man's heart
was changed from w~ilifying to venerating the Saviour. Within that convict took place

the essential miracle of which Jesus had spoken to Nicodemus: "Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

Amid all the banter about "the king of the Jews," that man realized that Caesar
enthroned in Imperial Rome was not the true king, nor was there any validity in the

vain dream of the Jews of an earthly messianic king in Jerusalem. No! The kingdom of
God was the presence and rule of this dying Jesus in men's hearts! Had He not said,
"Behold, the kingdom of God is within of you?" (Lk. 17:21) The kingdom of God was
right there...powerful, effective, transforming, in the middle of that awful hour of
execution! The dying thief "saw in the presence of this Jesus at his side not an
offense, but the sign and pledge that God had so loved him as to give him the
companionship of a leving powerful friend and Savior in his death agony." (Wallace 26)
Just as surely as Jesus had opened the eyes of the'blind or raised Lazarus from the

dead, so on his cross, this blind man $aw,’!this dead man came’'te life!

To his former companion in crime, this man made one of the most remarkable
confessions of repentance and faith on record. "Do you not fear God, since you are
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under the same sentence of condemnation?” ...God 1is the One whose laws we have
broken...not merely those of state and society... "And we indeed justly for we are
receiving the due reward of our deeds” ...a full and open admission of a life of crime
and shame. "But this man has done nothing wrong.” ...recognition of the sinless
nature of Christ. Along with his dying plea to Jesus, the words of this thief
contained all the faith in and acceptancewof the Lordship and saving power of Christ
required in the more elaborate creeds of the church. There was no time for church

attendance, no time for participation in the sacraments, no time for good works...all
of which he certainly would have done with joy had he 1lived. Nothing but: "Jesus,

remember me_when you come in your kingdom.”

NoEpiy9ta"Thy cPbss 1 ciTRg.

And the good news for the sinner? "Truly, 1 say to YOU, today YOU will be with
me_in Paradise."” Here was the word of assurance, the word of pardon, the word of
healing, the word of word of love, the wofd of hope, the word of compassion, the word
of friendship...all that poor man had missed in life he now found in one moment on the
Cross. Jesus was dying for the whole world, but He had the word for that one

individual. Not everyone feels his need in the same way, but like this desperate man
clinging to his last hope, every man finds peace only when in repentance and faith he
accepts these words from the Saviour: "Today YOU will be with me in Paradise." Here
is the word of the Saviour to our souls as well. Here is His word not only for

ourselves but also for our ministry to others...the sick in body and soul, the
oppressed, the neglected, the poor, the friendless, the Qlost, the hopeless, the
dying..."There is a Saviour who assures us, 'Today YOU will be with me in Paradise.'”

2. BO0OD NEW

S FOR

TODAYR "TODAY, you will be with me in Paradise." Luke, the
compassion and concern, who understood what it means to a

good physician with
suffering patient to have immediate relief from intense pain, is the only writer who
records this conversation between the crosses. Luke liked the word "Mtoday." It is
Luke who tells how the jangel of the Lord announced to trembling shepherds, "To _you is
born THIS DAY in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord." (2:11) Later,
he records how Jesus began His public ministry in Nazareth by reading the words of
Isaiah: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor...Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (4:18 and

21) It was Luke who related how Jesus told Zaccheus, the repentant tax—gatherer:
"TODAY salvation has come to this house.”" (19:9)

The good news of the Saviour is always the word for foday. It is always today
with Jesus who desires to forgive and forget the past and all its sins. He was not
talking about our calculations of time, as between GoedgFriday and jEaster and
Chmistmas, or between the date t$gdaynand the fimalynesurrectiong,but about "God'ss
today which has appeared in the presence and work of Jesus. God#Etodayris whenever

he calls and man fesponds.” (LBC 165) Jesus 1is always the faithful and loving
shepherd, "calling his own sheep by name." His greatest concern is for "the other
sheep, that are not of this fold." The banquet is prepared now, the master is waiting

now, "Come for all is NOW ready...and I want my house to be filled."” (Lk. 14:17, 23)
"Behold, NOW is the acceptable timej behold NOW is the day of salvation.” (II Cor.
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:2) Every man, woman, and child, in this land and in all others lives in God's TODAY
as He offers to every responsive heart the promise of Jesus to the dying thief.

The other thief could hear the words of Jesus too. In spite of his mocking and
cursing of Jesus...he could have been blessed with the same words of comfort and hope.
It was today for him teoo, if only he would respond. It is today for the eone-third of
all Americans who make no claim to be Christians, and perhaps apether third who seldom
give evidence of an active faith. It is today for four  billion people in the world
yet waiting to hear that a Saviour offers pardon and peace and paradise. Both those
two thieves knew full well that they were dying...in a sense there would be no
tomorrow for either one. Yet only one of them found his &oday: with Jesus and
discovered through faith in His Saviour that there is a future. ..which brings us to:

=58 EWS FOR ITY. "Today you WILL be with me in PARADISE." This text
has the good news for the Q@@ma! the good news for EEQE&' and the good news for

ternityl Let's not get hung up on that word “Paradise.” "If there are difficulties
in it for some people, there were none for this man. ~To him it stood for the

restoration of everything he had been meant to be, but which had been missed or
destroyed through sin. Now Jesus in personal love pledged that wpestoration through
the friendship he gave to him here and now!" (Wallace, 31)

Jesus offered an eternity with himself which began at that instant. With the
past no longer of any consequence, being with Jesus was all that really mattered.
Here was the Good shepherd, faithful to the end, concerned over the recovery of one
lost sheep before it was too late. "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall
snatch them out of my hand.” (Jn. 10:27-28). Both Jesus and His dying companion knew

that this was the last chance to impart and to receive this good news for Eternity.
There was no time for anything superficial or subsidiary...nothing but time for that
vital message. This day may be our last chance to hear these words ourselves, and
Jesus also expects His representatives to speak with the same compelling sense of
urgency this all-important Word of Good News to our world...a world of people who face
eternity. It was Richard Baxter who wrote:

i § preached as never sure to preach again,
And as a dying man to dying men.

William Barclay tells us that "the word ‘paradise’ is a Persian word meaning a
walled garden. When a Persian king wished to do one of his subjects a very special
honor he made him acompanion of the garden; and he was chosen to walk in the garden
with the king. It was more than immortality that Jesus promised the penitent thief.

He promised him the honored place of a__companion of the garden in the court of
heaven." (Barclay 290).
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(Erdman 218) A1l about us out there is a whole/world of dying men and women who face
eternity...will they hear from those who speak with the same love and cenfidence

with which Jesus spoke? “Friend, Jesus Christ who is with you teday and who speaks
this word, assures you that he will be with you foreverl" (Wallace 31) We, who look
to the One on the cross whose body was broken and whose blood was shed for our sins,
not only claim His promise for ourselves but we offer to others these words of
Jesus..."Lo, I am with you always,"” ...in the dark.valleys, along the greugh highways,
through the winding  paths. He says...and in the end this is our blessed
assurance..."that to depart is 'to be with Christ,’' which as Paul puts it, 'is very

much better.'”

If the mother of Jesus was standing near the cross that day, could not the
mother of that repentant thief have been there too? What joy and comfort to her heart
to know that all the past.was,over, and eternity had beguh for her son with Jesus at
that very moment. Several years ago on a Palm Sunday afternoon, a young minister
friend in Korea told me of the happy occasion that morning in his church when new
members were baptized. Among those received was one family of five...father, mother,
and three grown children...all baptized at once. Six months before they had taken the
preliminary examination required by the Korean church. Since then the oldest son had
entered the army but word had been sent for him to come to be examined with his family
for baptism on Saturday afternoon. When he failed to appear, they thought he would
come early Sunday morning. But by the morning worship hour he had not shown up. They
had almost reached the point in the service when baptism was to be administered, when
the pastor saw him rush in the back door of the church, perspiration streaming down
his face for he had run from the bus stop. Hurriedly the pastor beckoned his elders
to the pulpit for a whispered conversation. What should be done? The young man had
not been examined, but he must be baptized with his family! Waive the rules and go
ahead, was the unanimous opinion. And so, when the pastor called out the names of
those to be baptized to come forward and named that son too, few in the congregation,
including his own family, knew he had arrived. Tears of joy burst from the eyes of
many at the joy of seeing one complete family, united, Jjoining the church of the
Living God together. Somehow what had been incomplete was now complete! This is what
causes great joy among the angels in heaven ...because more than anything else God
wants His family complete and He will not rest until that is so! Every seat at the
banquet must be filled! The whole harvest must be gathered in! The last lost sheep
must be found! Every prodigal son must be welcomed to the bosom of the Father!

That is our assurance and our joy as we gather around the communion table of our
Lord to remember how His death made it possible for us to give thanks for His good
news from the cross: "Today, you will be with me in Paradise.” Good news for the

M‘good news for foday

We tgénk Thee Lord, for the old, old story of Jesus and His love,

and good news for eternity

that love so amazing, so divine, the love that will not let us go.
Grant that having heard and accepted this good news fromthe cross,
Thy spirit may empower us to offer that good news to all others
who, like us, are without hope save in Jesus Christ.
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\\\UV Today you will be with me in Paradise

%W‘ Luke 23:43

o
chkpture reading: Luke 23:32-43

"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." Words from the cross
to the only person recorded in the Gospels who had ever addressed Jesus by His
given name, a criminal who had pled, '"Jesus, remember me when you come in your
kingly power.'" He had seen that '"all that patters for entry into this kingdom is
to have a place in the mind and heart of this man Jesus, whose place is in the
midst of sinners, and whose friendship can be claimed and entered into by any who
will to have it.''(Wallace 26) Here was the pure gold of the Gospel, God's word

to man stripped of everything else the world usually associates with the Christian
religion...church creeds and polities, pomp and property, steeples, liturgies,

vestments, hierarchies, mission policies and budgets. What the world wants to
hear, what the world needs to hear, what the world must hear are these words qf
the Saviour: '"Today you will be with me in Paradise.”

1. The Word for the Sinner. Novelists and others have speculated about these two
a\criminals. Were they common thieves, murderers, insurrectionists against the
Jhated Roman government, or a combination of all of these? We do not know, but

their execution was scheduled with Jesus to add to His humiliation, for '"he was

numbered with the transgressors.” And for all time the cross of Christ between
these two men has symbolized the only eternal dividing line which cuts across all
our man-made divisions...the line between the repentant and the unrepentant. In

the midst of a torrent of abuse of the One whom men placarded as '"the King of the
Jews'" and in the agony and hopelessness of that hour, one man's heart was changed
from vilifying the Saviour to trust in Him. Within his heart took place the
essential miracle of which Jesus had spoken to Nicodemus: "Except a man be born
acain, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

b\With all this banter about '"the king of the Jews,'" that man realized that Caesar
enthroned in Rome was not the true king, nor was there validity in the vain dream
of the Jews of an earthly messianic king. No! The kingdom of Cod was the presence
of this dying Jesus in men's hearts! Had He not said, "Behold, the kingdom of God
is in the midst of you?"(Lk. 17:21) The kingdom of God was right e...powerful,
effective, transforming, in the middle of that awful hour! The thief "saw in the
presence of this Jesus at his side not an offense but the sign and pledge that God
had so loved him as to give him the companionship of a loving powerful friend in
his death agony.'"(Wallace 26) Just as surely as Jesus had opened the eyes of the
blind or raised Lazarus from the dead, so on_his cross, this blind man saw, this
dead man came to life!

QTO his erstwise companion in crime, this man made one of the most remarkable con-
fessions of repentance and faith on record. '"Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation?'...He is the One whose laws we have broken
...not merely those of state and society. 'And we indeed justly; for we are
receiving the due reward of our deeds'...full and open admission of a life of crime
and shame. "But this man has done nothing wrong”..arecognition of the sinless
nature of the Christ. Coupledwith his ing plea*“the words of the thief contained
all the faith and acceptance of the Lordship of Christ required in more elaborate
creeds of the church. There was no time for good works, no time for church atten-
dance, no time for participation in the sacraments...all of which he doubtless
would have done had he lived. Nothing but: "Jesus, remember me when you come in
your kingly power."

'""Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
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J)And the .cord for the sinner? '"Truly, I say to today you will be with me in

Paradise. Here was the word of assurance, the word of pardon, the word of
healing, the word of love, the word of hope, the word of compassion, the word of
friendship...all that tﬁat man had missed in life he found in one moment at the
cross. Jesus was dying for the whole wo Ild but He had the word for that one

individual. Not every man feels his need in the gsame way, but like this desperate

man clinging to his last hope, every man finds peace only when in repentance and

faith he actepts those words from the Saviour: '"Today you will be with me in

Paradise. Here is His word to our own souls. Here is His word for us to repeat

as His missionaries to the sick_in body and soul, the oppressed, the neglected,

the friendless, the lost, the hopeless, the dzlno...”THere is a Saviour who assures
TT_HEV_?EE will be with me in Paradise.'” conversation belwee

the crvesses,
Luke the phy-

A2. Thgwﬁord for Today. Today, you will be with me in Paradise."

/sician with compassion and concern, who understood what immediate |relief from in-
tense pain means to the patient, is the only one who records this¥inci , and
he liked the word 'today.'" It is Luke who tells how the angel of the Lord announc-
ed to trembling shepherds, "To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.'(2:11). Later, Jesus beginning His public ministry in
Nazareth read Isaiah's words: '"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
annointed me to preach good news to the poor...'" and then proclaimed: “nggx this_
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.'(4:21) Luke tells how Jesus told
Zaccheus the repentant tax-collector: "Today salvation has come to this house."

dThe word of the Savior is always the word for today. It is always today with Jesus
who desires to forgive and forget the past and its sins. He was not talking about
time calculations, as between Good Friday and Easter, or between now and the final
resurection, but about '""God's today which has appeared in the presence and work of
Jesus. God's today is whenever he qalls.and man responds.'" (LBC 165) Jesus is
ever the faithful and loving snepherd "calling his own shegp by name." His great-
est concern is for '"the other sheep, that are not of this fold.'" The banquet is
prepared, the master is waiting, '"Come for all is now ready...and I want my house
to be filled." '"Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold now is the day of _
salvation."(II Cor. 6:2) Today has arrived in this land where we work in a very
special way as God opens opportunities and grants responsive hearts.,

Q2 week Jq0

¢)Last Friday, we visited Pang-mai-1li in a remote valley over a high pas¢ east of
Chungoop at the request of a lady here in Seoul who was there to greet us. 30 year
ago ChHung-hi_ was the only girl in that village to attend school. Orphaned and
homefess when communist cuerillas infiltrated the region after the Yosu insurrec-
tion in 1948, at the age of 12 she was sent to Seoul, adopted into the home of a
ROK army Christian general, became a Christian herself, married a photographer,
and bore six children. She and her husband are active deacons in the Noh-ryang-jin
church. Every morning they have family prayers at which the burden of her prayer
has been a church back in her native village, a project she is now prepared to
support. Even the '"new village movement' has hardly penetrated Pang-mai, and the
home where we were feasted along with half a dozen of the village 'yew-ji' (dis-
tinguished citizens) reminded us of those l»=r 20 years ago. There are no Chris-
tians in the village, but as these men eagerly pledgedtheir cooperation in start-
ing a church, these thoughts came to me: The new highway from Chungoop was built
over the mountains last year, but as yet Pang-mai has not heard of Him who says,
"I am the way." The power lines are coming up the valley and soon will provide
abundant 1light, but they have not heard Him say, "I am the licht of the world.
A mile away a new school educates 226 children, but they know nothing of the One
who claims, "I _am the truth." A thin line brings a telephone into the village
and several hundred yards away on a mountain-top are the mighty towers for long
distance telephone relay, but no one has heard the Word made flesh. But Today
has come to Pang-mai through Oh Chung:-hi Chipsa, as it has come for innumerable

"
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places across this land, and people are ready as was this dying man in the
presence of His dying Savior to hear the blessed words, "Today, you will be
with me in Paradise."

3. The Word for Eternity. 'Today you will be with me in Paradise. The Word

&/ for the Sinner, the Word for Today, and the Word for Eternity. Let us not get

hung up on that word "Paradise. If there are difficulties in it for some people,
there were none for this man. To him it stood for the restoration of evervthing
he had been meant to be, but which had been missed or destroyed through sin.

And now Jesus in panagnal_lgxe pledged that restoration through the frtendship

he gives to him here and now!''(Wallace, 31).

Jesus offered an eternity with himself which began at that instant. With the
past no longer of any cansequepnce, being with Jesus was all that really mattered.
Here was the Good Shepherd, faithful to the end, concerned over the recovery of
one lost sheep before it was too late. "My sheep hear my voice, and T know
them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. ”(Jn. 10:27-28). Both Jesus
and His dying companion knew that this was the last chance to impart and to
receive that Word for Eternity...no time for anything superficial or subsidiary
.nothing but the vital Word. And Jesus expects llis representatives in what

may this day be our last chance to speak with the same love and confidence and
compelling sense of urgency this all-imporsant Word of Good News to our world
of people faclng eternity. It was Richard Baxter who wrote:

"I preached as never sure to preach again,

And as a dying man to dying men."

\ William Barclay tells us that ''The word Paradise is a Persian word meaning a
walled garden. When a Persian king wished to do one of his subjects a very
special honour he made him a companion of the garden, and he was chosen to
walk in the garden with the king. It was morc than inmortality that Jesus prom-
ised the penitent thief. lie promised him the honored nlace of a companion of
the garden in the court of heaven.'' (Barclay 250). Here is.....
- "Blessed assurance, Jesus 1is mine!

0 what a Foretasc tm of glory divine!"

""The heart of the promise to the dying theif was this: 'Thou shalt be with me.'
(Erdman 218). There is a whole world of dvine men and women facing eternity.

will they kaxz hear from those who speak with the same love and confidence with
which Jesus spoke: "Friend, Jesus Chrst who is with you today and who speaks

this word, assures youx that Tic will be with vou forever!" (Wallace 31). W
claim for ourselves and we offer to others these words of Jesus, His promise
to be with us..."Lo, T am with you always,'"..in the dark valgeys, alonc the
rough highways, through the winding alleys. He says...and in the end this is
our blessed assurance...''that to depart is 'to be with Christ,' which as Paul
puts it, "is very much better."

If the mother of Jesus was standing by that day, could not the mother of that
repentant thief have been there too? What joy and comfort to her heart to know
that all the past was over and eternity had begun at that very moment. Several
weeks ago on ﬁziﬁ_gﬁﬁagyrgfternoon, a young minister friend of mine in Chunju
told of the happy occasion that morning in his church when new members were
baptized. Among those received was one family of five, father and mother and
cildren...all baptized at once. When they took the preliminary catechumen ex-
amlﬁtlon 91x months previously the oldest son was a senior at the local university
But now he was in officers' training school in Kwangju. The pastor and family
had urged him to return so as to be baptized and receéived into church member-
ship with the rest of the family. But when the examinations were to begin Sat-
wrday afternoont, he failed to appear. They waited until the last but still he




did not come. They hoped he would arrive Sunday morning, but the service started
and still no eldest son. They had almost reached the point in the service when
baptism was to be administered when the pastor saw the young man rush in the
back door of the church, perspiration streaming down his face fior he had run the
last part of the way to the church. Hurriedly becké}ng his elders to the pul-
pit he held a whispered confersation. What should be done? The young man had
not been examined, but he must be baptized with his family! Waive the rules

and go ahead, was the unanimous opinion. And so when the pastor called out the
names of those to be baptized to come forward and named the son too, few in tle
congregation, includ%ng that familv}, keew he had arrived. Tears of joy burst
from the eyes of all’and the joy of seeing one complete family, united, joining
the church. Somehow what had been incomplete was now complete! This is why

the angels sing and the heavens rinof!....because more than anything elsg God
wants His family complete and lle will not rest until that is so! Everxégat XX
at the banquet must be filled®! the whole harvest must be gathered in! the
last lost sheep must be found!

This is our assurance and our joy as we gather around the communion table of
uxr Lord to remember and to give thanks for llis word from the cross to all of
us sinners: '"Today, you will be with me in Paradise."

Prayer. We thank Thee Lord, for the old old story of Jesus and liis love,
that love so amazing, so divine, the love that will not let us go.

Grant that having heard this word from the cross, Thy Spirit may empower

us to offer it to all others who, like us, are without hope save in Jesus Christ.



‘1. Praise the Lord, sing hallelujah!
| Children of God's gracious choice;
Let His praises rise as thunder,
Let the whole earth hear His voice;
Till the song of His salvation
Makes His broken world rejoice!

/2. Man's imprisoning night is shattered
At the impact of His Word;
Light and life spring forth deternal
Where that mighty voice is heard;
Let the powers of death and darkness
Own the triumph of their Lord!

3. Praise the Lord until His glory
Floods the farthest realms of earth,
Till from every tribe and nation
Souls rise up in glad rebirth;
Haste the day of His appearing
When all creatures own His worth.

4. Praise the Lord, sing hallelujah!
South His sovereign grace & abroad,
Till His Word is loved and honored
Everywhere man's feet have trod;
Till His ransomed family gathers
Safely round the throne of God!

Written by E. Margaret Clarkson for the
1974 International Congress of World
Evangelization at Lausanne.
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When Jesus Abides

&&ipture reading: Luke 24:13-35

Text: "Abide with us; for it is toward evening, and the dav _is now far spent." 25

v
There is a legend that,Luke the physician was also a skillgg aainter. .Ip either
case his writinags showthe interest in details of i1 L , giving thgm
remarkable beauty and’loveliness. Bis,\Fmmaus story is one of his best, and aside
from a brief mention by Mark, he is the only one who tells it.

Late on the first Easter day, two of Jesus' disciples were walking to EFmmaus,

7 miles west of Jerusalem, wery likely the home of one of them. Cleopas, the
only one named, had a Greek name. Luke too, was Greek, the only non-Jewish New
Teatament writer. Could it have been thaZZhe paths of these two com-patriots had
crossed somewhere so that Luke had had a personal report of this incident?

The two friends left Jerusalem sad, disappointed, and nerplexed. A two-hour walk
wasn't a badﬁﬁaga for men in this state of mind. When frustrated, mentally tired

or disturbed, or upset, I find that getting out in the fresh air, mowing the lawn
or taking a hike can help me sort things out. TFor the two disciples it provided
an opportunity to meet the risen Master who always has a way of being infinitely
capable of making sense of things+ WNaturally they discussed the events of the
past two days, sharing viewnoints, questioning each other. They were not surprisec
when a Stranger attached Himself to them as easily happen& along rural paths. Nor
did they recognize Him...it has been conjectured that walking into the setting sun
may have blinded them, though more 1likely a Divine purpose prevented recognition.
At any rate by the end of their visit their faces were set towards the sunshine,
toward the dawn of a new dav of understanding and joy and hope.

They expressed surprise that Jesus apparently knew nothing of recent events in
Jerusalem, and cgave Him a short but accurate account of the arrest, crucifixion,
and reported resurrection of Jesus. The Stranger replied with an interpretation
of those same events in the light of 013 Testament Scripture. So fascinating were
His words that time passed quickly. As they reached Emmaus, He acted as thouah

He were going further. 1In courtesy He would not force Himself upon these men, but

waited for their spontaneous invitation: "Abide with us; for it is toward evening,
and _the day is now far spent."

TJescs w2s w
As usuali?éady to accept an invitation, Jesaé;éntered to eat supper with them.
Thouah a quest, it was when He performed the act of a host and in a familiar way
took bread and blessed it, that their eyes were opened and the two disciples recog-
nized their Master. They had been close enough to Him in the past to know some
mannerism in His actions or speech which somehow up until now they had not detectec
in this Christ in His resurrected body. Immediately He vanished, demonstrating
that in His resurrected state He was no _longer subiect to the ordinarv nhysical
Lgﬂg_ggxgxning_hgmanitg‘ With unbounded jovy Cleopas and his friend ran back to
Jerusalem to join the other disciples, convinced that Jesus whom they loved so
much, was now alive indeed!

Right now, let's consider some thouaghts of what hapoens when Jesus abides with us,
as He did with the two on the road to Emmaus® and at their supner table.

g Minds are Fnlightened. What would we give for a recording of Jesus' words that
ay! e two disciples had loved and admired Jesus: They had acknowledged Him as

a nrophet "mightyv in deed and word i he sight of G d ." They
had set their hopes on Him as the Messiah who would deliver their people. Now they
were deeply troubled and perplexed by all the weird things going on that day.

In a way Jesus was demonstrating that no lonaer need they depend upon His physical
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oresence as the teacher of GCod's truth. He was initiatinq them into how.the Holy
Spirit, “He had promised to send would teach them "all things." The technhia®of that
.qreatest of teachers, the Holy Spirit, dmonstrated by Jesus that day, instructs

us today as we search the Scriptures, both N1d and New Testament, to reveal the
things of Jesus Christ.

Jesus began with a rhetorical question: "Was it not necessary for the Christ to
suffer these things and to _enter into His glorv?" Suffering and aglorification...
death and resurrection...cross and crown...thevvery two matters perplexing these
two men! To clarlfv their confused thinkinag, He opened up the Scriptures beqlnnlnc
with Moses, the first OT writer,and continuing through the prophets, the last wri-
ters. Later that same evening to the rest of the disciples, the risen Christ

gave the same message. Vs, 45-47: "These are My words which I k ile
I was still with you, that all things which are w;;;; n_about Me in the Low of
Moses and the Pronhets and the Psalms must be fulfilled, And He ovened their minds

to unde g;"

He showed how the@br sacrificial system, théihrODhesies of a Lamb pierced for

our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities, the@bromises of One from the
11n§boF King David who would reign in the hearts of men to, brlnq peace and justice
the“One like the Son of Man in a Babylonian fiery furnace qﬁﬁiﬁé‘ﬂouraae and
comfort amidst the fires of persecution, thé”Qpe of whom it was said, "T

not let my sould see destruction,” the@visions of the future exaltation of the

sufferent Servant...all these and many more were fulfilled in Himself. Beneath
and beyond the contemporarv and obvious meanings of vassages in the Psalms and
Prophets, and in the laws and rituals of Judaism, Jesus pointed out the_deenere&mﬂ
applications to Himself w h _both a e F S
enlightens our minds in the study of Scripture. The 014 Testament is not extinct.
Tt is relevant today. When Christ abides with us, His Spirit opens tham up, for

us as He did for the two on the road to Fmmaus. des arCtJﬂlhhnol +h¢wudo&

rEl Fyes are Opened. "And their eves were opened and they recognized Him," This
was more than physical recognition. Now they saw the real Jesus. They had known
Him as a great miracle worker,sOne who spoke wonderful words of truth, a gracious
and loving friend who qperstood and sympathized and cared for them in ways never
exhibited by their own ‘'religious leaders. Now, with minds enlichtened bv the
Scriptures Jesus had been expounding, their eyes were opened to see Him with

more than phvsical evesight.

!! They saw Jesus in God's plan for the ages. They saw the eter di jon:
of His coming into the world, and especially of the events of the past three days.
Before the foundation of the world, God had ordained these events for the salva-

tion of man and for His own glory. He was the key to the whole mystery of God's
dealings with men, making good the promises and fulfilling the provhesies. Their
eyes were opened to the arandeur of Divine providence and to Jesus Christ at the

center of it all!

Th w _Jesus' death and resurrection not as tragic or sensational, but

io e G d sinf . He made
plain that our redemption could onlv be accomplished by His death. Somehow their
eyes had failed to see what He had clearly tauaht about His own reeﬂupectlon...
now they were opened to see not only the reality of that event, but, that it made
credible all His clalms to be the Son of God, the Messiah, the rlsen, living Sav-
four who would pedeemn g?%el not by re-instating a klnqdom of David or Solomon

in Jerusalem, but as the true Israel of Cod, the redeemed of all ages and all
nations for all time. '

: worl Life could never be the same.
Contemplation of death was transformed. With bodily resurrection now not only
possible but certain bv positive proof, life took on new meaning as the gateway
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to a néw and glorious existence. They saw what Jesus meant when He said to Martha
at Bethany: "{_am the resurrection and the life; ke who believes in Me shall ljve

even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die." Their
eves were opened to the tremendous truth,which became EEE Eﬁffiﬁa Eacé of thexx
Gospel message of an infant church in a {op-believinq world,

‘96» The vesuryection

Hearts are Warmed. "Were not our hearts burninag within us while He was speak-
us n ?" “Both men felt the same sensation. Their hgax:s_ngxg_seﬁ
on fire while with Jesus on the road and hearing how H&wv¥elated the events of Pas
sion week to ancient Scriptures. We have an expression that something "warms our
hearts." Tt means that some word or event has given us areaf ‘Hersonal satisfac-
tion and pleasure, and has kicked up emotions of love and devotion and re-dedica-
tion. Surely that was what took place when these two men felt their hearts rnind
P fain }«&9:—»\6\«

() W i i . with love, devotion and peace. Not
lona before, Jesus had said to fJfr ends, "Let not vour hearts b e troubled..."
vet for three dayé"%hey.%ad been in deepnsorrow,with hopes Gasned and the future

dark _and bleak. Now the flameq were kindled again, and they could walk in their
light and be empowered by their heat., Tn a little book entitled, "The Romance of
the Last Crusade" a Maj Gi recounts his experiences with ang;al_ﬁllgnb

in the First World War,¢ohquest of Palestine. Terrible battles were fought around
the traditional site of Emmaus. During a lull in the fighting this officer went
to an o0ld monastery where lay one of his company, a mortally wounded youngster.

"I guessed he must be feeling pretty lonelv and badlv _in need of his mother, to wh:
whom he had probably gone in the past with every ache and pain, sure of sympathy.
He had been a soldier for three years, but now he was just a little boy again,
hadlv hurt and frightened---and terribly afraid to die. But T was his officer,
and to An enormous extent, officers and men must always remain strangers. It was
hardly to be expected that an officer would listen whilst a common soldier bovy,

in rough unpolighed language, poured out all the doubts and half-formed fears that
were perplexing him. On the other hand, how could T say, as Cod knows T wanted to
'Jusévave a good cry, old chap; hana the world and what others may think.'"

"Instead T drew an empty ammunition box towards the bed and sat down, and because
I thought it might interest him, I told him the storv of Emmaus: Of how Christ had
apneared to His disciples upon that very spot after the Crucifixion, just as night
was coming on, and how, as He was about to go, one of them had entreated Him say-
ing, 'Abide with us, for it is toward evenina, and the dav is far svent;' and how
He had remained for awhile, and broken bread and blessed it, and given it to them,
and had said, 'I_am with vou alwavy, even unto the end of the world!'"
it

"Just as I finished speaking a ray from the setting sun stole in at the mullioned
window and fell across the bed, lighting up the dving soldier's face. The strain-
ed, worried look had vanished; a peaceful, almost happy and contented expression
had taken its place. His hand crept slowly from the side of the bed. T took it
in mine. He whispered, but although his voice was very low, T heard every word he
said: 'Thank vou for telling me that story,sir. ABide with me, fast falls the
eventide is mother's favorite hymn. T shall be able to sleep now. Good-night,
sir!' And then, lower still, he murmured, 'God bless you!'"

 With heartéfﬁarmed to face the future, the hearts of the two discivles burned to

(Q share the good news...always the fruit of abiding in Him and of His abiding in us.
Forgettina physical and emotional exhaustion they raced back to Jerusalem to re-
joice with the other disciples and relate their experience. "The Lord is really
risen!" ngh_ggxn;ng_hgazgq)thle is the message, the aood news, they preached to
the world. ©Now they were "gopn fjre" to let all men know the love of God, and His

great plan of the ages already revealed but so little understood in the ancient
Scriptures.
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After hearing the famous English preacher, G. Campbell Morgan, on this passage a

woman named FEvelyn Davies wrote another hymn, a conversation between the believer
and Jesus, somewhat changing the emphasis of the more familiar hymn.

12, "ABide with us, the nightly shadows fall,
The road is lone and rough for one and all;
But Thou, a Stranger here, wilt lose Thy way,
So come and be our Guest until 'tis day.

& "'Abide with us! Oh, do I hear aright
That you will give Me shelter for the night,
And welcome Me, as Guest, within yvour home?
oh, happiness, T'll bring you to My throne!'

3, "Come in! we fain would entertain Thee now,
And chase that look of sadness from Thy brow;
Footsore and weary, Thou with Thy long walk,
ABide with us, and 1et us freely talk.

"'T will core in glad

4 "'T will come in and qladly stay with you:;

You know not yet, My chlldren, what you do.
My heart is always yearning for that word
"Abide with us"--which I have just now heard.'

S, "So in the calm of that blest evening hour
Those two disciples learnt the secret power
0f close communion with the unknown Lord,
Whom they before had seen--but now adored.

(, "0 Jesus, come, and likewise with us stay,
We'll give Thee welcome on Thy lonely way;
Our lives at Thy disposal we will place,
With acts of love, Thy sorrow deep to chase.

2 "Abide with us, and treat us as Thy friends;
Thus may we for past coldness make amends;
Our door to Thee be always open wide;

Come in, and ever with us now abide!

¥, "Thus may we know Thee really as Thou art,
As friend with friend learns each the other's heart.

Within our doors reveal Thyself the way: Oh come 4o ouyhesrls Loed Tosus
Lead us to heaven, at eventide, one day." Meveis room i hesvis - ees
7 odynea or Thee.

Wo_ (@S ]e) v!(_‘ S te

Our three hymns today were all written by Henrv Francis Lvte (1793-1847.
"He was a humble Anglican parson who ministered for 24 years to the fisher-
folk of Lower Brixham in Enagland. There is no need to emphasize what his
"ABide with me" has meant not only to all England but to a parish as wide
as the Fnolish-speaking world and now in translation to every nation on
earth. Some years ago a study of hymns used in the Oxford churches showed
that more than any other ymn, his "Praise mv soul, the King of Heaven"
was mesﬁw%ldely useé&fnéﬁ ing the wé@dding services of Klnq F eaorge VI,
the Prlncess Royal, the Duchess of Kent, the present Oueen&( Y 4 the 1918
Armistice Day service at Wéstminster Abbey, and the Jubilee of King George
V at St. Paul's., Practicallylinknown at death, Lyte is today remembered the
world over for our three hymhs today:

©% Abide with me

177Jesus, I mv cross have taken

3i Praise, Mv Soul, the King of Heaven.




Epentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all
Abecinning from Jerusalem.'' Luke 24:47

Scriptilre reading: Luke 24:44-49

T believe in...''the forgiveness of sins.'" The Apostles' Creed first aFflrs be-
lief in the three Persons of the Trinity, and then in five great dqﬂttrlnes

which are: '"The holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forg1v?neqs

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Jesus instruct
ed thatf ""repentance and forgivenss of sins should be preached in his hisnme to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem." Luke 24:47.

"The forgiveness of sins' is the third of these five. The first two are closely
related to each other because they concern the Christian body collectively, i.e.,
"the holy catholic church and the communion of saints''. The last two are also
closely related because they concern the future of the Christian, i.e., "The
resurréction of the body and the life everlasting.'” This puts the most funda-
mental of the five doctrines in the central position, but why did it not come
first? Would it not be more logical order to declare: "I believe in the forgivei
ness of sins, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting?

William Barclay has an interesting explanation of this. Undoubtedly the early
Church preached the forgiveness of sins through Christ to all men. But in Christ
ian literature following the New Testament era the forgiveness of sins was not
stressed, but rather the ethical demand of Christianity and the necessity of
being different from the world. Sins prior to baptism were forgiven but woe to
those who sinned after baptism. Then the theological pendulum swung and the

idea came that the church was no longer the exclusive community of saints; it

was the inclusive ark of salvation. Early church fathers began to teach that
"the church has the power to forgive sins.'" Now we all know that current prob-
lems and points of emphasis affect the formation of creeds, so against this
background those who composed the Anostleq Creed put the doctrine of forgiveness
of sins right after the statement "I believe in the holy catholic church' because
it was believed that it was precisely within the church that this foreiveness

was to be found. The church was the vehicle of forgiveness. In later church
history this doctrine played an important influence so that this art1c]e of the
creed came to mean for some: "I believe that forgiveness is to be o%a1ned in _the
Church of Christ. As long as the church is the place where this messa 1€ 1S DPro-
claimed and OFFcred then indeed it should bhe cpetral in all our doctrines, but

error comes when the church itself rather than a gracious Father is the source
of forgiveness.

Forgiveness is one of the greatest themes in the BRible. From the dawn of history
man has been turning away from fGod, disobgeing His commands, ignoring the stan-
dards of righteousness God requires, and refusing to give Him His rightful place
in our hearts. As God's spokesmen denounced sin and warned of punishment there
was invariably an offer of full forgiveness morr magnanimous than men can ever
exercise among themselves. Furthermore, again and acain God made good on His
offer and granted full restoration of rights and privileges. Jesus spoke often
of forociveness. Some of our favorite parables have foroivenss as their theme.

He himself pronounced forgiveness of sins. He forgave those whom he met...the
publicans, the adulterous woman, the thief on the cross. He forsave the wicked
establishment, the morally weak rulers, and the hrutal soldiers who connived to
execute hinm, crying out in his dyine moments, "Father forgive them, for they

know not what they do." o

Examine the preaching of the apostles, and forgiveness of sins is proclaimed ev-
ery where. Jesus had commissioned them to be "witnesses' and that meant pro-

claiming the foggiveness He had taught and demonstrateéd. In the expanded form
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of’the "great commission' at the end of Luke's Gospel, Jesus reviewed the Scrip-
~ tures (the 01d Testament), the meaning of His death and resurrection, and the
necessity that 'repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his
name to all nations." At Pentecost, Peter proclaimed: '"Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins."
(2:38). After the lame man was cured, Peter proclaimed to the crowd: '"Repent
therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out.'"(3:19) Stephen,
caught up in the spirit of forgiveness died praying: "Lord, do not hold this sin
apainst them.'" (7:60) Paul's first missionary sermon concludes: ""Let it be
"known to you therefore bretheen, that through this man forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you.'(13:38). This is the "punch line”™ of every apostles’ sermon!

Clearly this word forgiveness cannot be considered apart from two other great
New Testament words: "sin'' and "repentance.' While Presbyterians do not observe
a formal period of confession of sin and repentance leading up to Easter, it

is important to relate them to our Lord's passion. In the Apostles' creed,
aside from affirmation of the historical fact of the crucifixion, this one

confronts us most closely with the heart of the Gospel message.

The Bible has about a dozen words for sin, each adding something which makes us
recognize the enormity of it. Consider these briefly. (Taken from Barclay)

1. Sin is failure, missing the mark. We fail to meet the purpese for which God
made us. Few of us can claim to have been as good a parent or child or subject
of God as we shdéuld have been. We have missed the mark.

2. Sin is a stepping across, or transgression. There is a yellow line down the
middle of God's highway. We know better, but we veer to the wrong sipjde.

3. Sin is falling. Through lack of care and watchfulness we blunder across the
line.

4, Sin is lawlessness, the deliberate act of sin of the man who knows the right
and does the wrong.

5. Sin is perversion, a distortion of that which is right perhaps in itself.
6. Sin is rebellion, the refusal to submit, the insistance on one's own way.

7. Sin is ungodlinesss, the opposite of reverence, the refusal to give God the
honor and respect which is His due.

8. Sin is wrong-doing, the refusal to accept God's yardstick of right and wrong,
and henceloften hurts not only ourselves but other people too.

9. Sin is debtyi mxmmenzkk especially not accepting the obligation that we owe

to the love than which none can bhe greater. '"Rorgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors."
10. Sin is deafness, the deliberate fefusal to listen. This self-induced deaf-

ness stifles and silences the voice of God.

11. Sin is defeat. It is a man's better knowledge and better self being conquer-
ed by that which is below the Christian standard. -

12. Sin is a state. Habitual sin becemes a state of wickedness, the exact op-
posite of righteousness. It is the life pattern into which a sinning man comes.

With so much packed into this little word "sin" who can declare his innocence?

= Chrysostom, the most eloquent of early church preachers, used to say, '""There is
only one calamity...sin!" Sin is the great leveler of all of us before God. o

—~Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria was buried in the gloomy crpyt of the ¢hurch
of the Capuchin in Vienna, where sleep all his fathers of the house of Habsburg.
As the funeral procession entered the vault it was halted by a voice from within:
"Who is there?" The reply was: '"His most serene majesty, the Emperor Francis
Joseph.'" The challenger then said, "I know him no#, Who is there?" A second
reply was made: "The emperor of Austria and Apostolic King of Hungary is outside.
Again the challenger answered, "I know him not. Who is there?” This time the
voice without replied, "Ax sinful man, our brother Francis Joseph.'" Then the
portal was opened and the king was laid to rest among his fathers. King and
commoner...all alike...sinners before God.
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“ The hridge between our sin and God's forgiveness is the word repentance, and
it involves three steps. REpentance involves (1) new thoughts about some action
or situation, (2) regret for the mistake that has been made or the wrong that
s been done, (3) determination to mma# amend life in the future and not to make
the same mistake or commit the same sin again. God has established all the
conditions whereby a &mad a holy God can xixkkx graciously forgive sin; but the
Christian message of forgiveness requires repentance on the part of man. God's
delay in punishing men and rendering final judgement is nothing more than a

part of His great desire to forgive, and so He delays in order to afford us the
opportunity to repent. Repentance requires a self-realization of what we are,
and this self-realization comes as a gift of our Lord, as His Holy Spirit convict
us of sin. What a wonderful God and Saviour, who not only offers forgiveness,
but opens our eyes to see our selves and causes us to repent and be forgiven!

The Bible has about as many different words for forgiveness as it does for sin.
Perhaps you can think of others I have not thought of here. (See Barclay)

1. Forgiveness is sending away...just like turning cattle loose in a field.

2. Forgiveness is a ''free gift"...not deserved, but absolutely free.

3. Forgivenss is to be blotted or cancelled out...just as a sponge could wipe
out the ink used on ancient papyrus and remove the record completely.

4, Forgiveness is to put away or abolmsh. It makes sin inoperative and ineffec-
tive, like dropping an old automobile into the bottom of the sea.

5. Forgiveness is rescue or deliverance, as a sailor is rescued after ship

wreck at sea, or a man sick unto death is restored to health.

6. Forgiveness is liberation or freedom, as a death row prisoner is released
from his barred cell.
7. Forgiveness is a washing. ;It is being purified, cleansed of the ritual
uncleanness which prevents us from worship and from the presence of God.

8. Forgiveness is a taking away, so that when a man is truly forgiven God takes
away and removes his sin.

9. Forgiveness is to cover, so that God puts our sins out of His sight forever,
like the little chorus my father liked to sing to us: "When God forgives, He forg
W18. Forgiveness is the great king cancelline out the billion dollar debht of

his steward; it is the father welcoming the prodigal son with open arms, clothing
him with new garments, putting a ring on his finger, and killing the fatted

calf and holding a great feast '"for this my son was dead, and is alive again;

he was lost, and is found." -

If repentance opens the door for forgiveness from man"s side, Jesus is the key
on the divine side. The New Testament preachers preached the forgiveness of
—5sins in his name, making His person and work the basis of our forgiveness.
/Jesus spoke of giving himself for us.

"In Jesus Christ God comes to men, and he says, 'I love you like that.™ When_
we see Jesus healing the sick, feeding the hungry, béang the friend of outcasts

and sinners, this is God saying: 'I love you like that.' When we see Jesus
still refusing to do anything but love, even when men betray and insult and
revile him, this is God saying: 'I love you like that.' And, if Jesus had

stopped before the cross, it would have meant that there was some point beyond
which the love of God would not go, but because Jesus, having loved men, loved
them to the end, it means there is nothing which can alter the love of God.

It means that God in Jesus Christ says: 'You can betray me; you can hate me;
you can misjudge me; you can scourge me; you can crucify me; and nothing you
can do can alter my love.' No man ever thought of God like that and no man
ever could have though of God like that. This is staggeringly new and utterly
undiscoverable by any human means. Only Jesus Christ could tell men that.
And therefore it is mgot literally true that it cost the life and death of
Jesus Christ to reconcile men to God., Had it not been for the 1&fe and the

death and the cross of Christ, no man would ever have known what God is like."
Barclay 331.
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- Some years ago this story appeared in the Reader's Digest, A gentleman riding
on a train noticed that the young man sitting opposite was tense and disturbed
and kindly asked what the trouble was. The young man replied, "This morning I
was released from the penitentiary. Two years ago I was convicted of crime
and brought shame to my parents and friends. For two years I have heard nothing
from them or seen them and now T want to return home. How will they receive me?
T wrote a letter telling them I am returning by train today. Our farm is beside
the reilroad before we reach the nearest depot, and T asked them if they were
willing to forgive and take me back to tie a white cloth to the apple tree in
the front yard. If T see it, T will get off the train, knowing that I am for-
given; otherwise I will stay on and never return home.” The kindly gentleman
replied, "Rélax and close your eyes and try to rest; I will wathh for the cloth
and tell you.'" Presently he exclaimed: '"Rh! Look how you are forgiven, how
your parents love you and want you back!" And when the young man looked there
was not one cloth, but so many that the tree looked as thouch a fresh snow had
fallen.

T believe...in the forgiveness of sin.

Prayer: Holy Father, we thank thee for thy Word...

"Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord; thouch your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson,

they shall become like wool."

"As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our grangressions
from us."

"In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our gres-
passes, according to the riches of his grace which he lavished upon us.

All praise and thanks for forgivenss of our sin. Help us as we preach for-
givenss of sin (to others'in the name of Jesus Christ’, that we may demonstrate
by forgiving others their treaspasses as you have forgiven us.
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' He Ascended into Heaven

t: '"And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he parted from them,and was
carried up into heaven.'" TLuke 24:51

Scripture: Jn. 7:32-3§; Ik. 24:%@-53
"Most modern lives of Christ commence at Rethlehem and end with the Ascension,
but Christ's 1life began earlier and continuegfﬁ%%ér."(TSBF loc cit). The Man

ofthecrass is now the Map ip clorv. Yet the events which took Jesus from the

earth back to heaven at about this time of year so long ago are all but ignored.
We sing the carols proclaiming His birth, but how many hymns do vou know pro-
claiming His return to Heaven? We preach the gcross, as well we should, but we
Seldom mention the crown with all its benefits to the Christian right now. 1In
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the Apostles Creed we recite, '"He ascended into heaven, and sat down at the

right hand of God Almighty...' but forget to consider the significance of His

exaltation. TFoday we remember the Ascension of Christ. Iuke 24:51 tells us,

"And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried

up into heaven."

’31 The Ascension Foretold, Jesus never concealed His anticipated return to hea-

ven, and often mentioned it to His discinles, esrecially in the Gospel of John.
When they grumbled because of His difficult teachings, such as, "Except ve eat
the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, ye have not life in yourselves."
(In. 6:53), Jesus challenged them with the question: '"What then if ye should be-
hold the Son of man ascending where he was bhefore,"(Jn. 6:62). When Pharisees
tried to arrest Him, Jesus threw them into confusion with the remark: "Yet a

little while am T with you, and I go unto him that sent me. Ye shall seek me,

2]

and shall not find me; and where T am, ve cannot come.!'(Jn. 7:33-34),

In John 14, Jesus talked at length of His coming departure, yet this may be a
brief condensation of all He said about it. '"¥e heard how T said to vou, T go
away, and T come unto vou. Tf ye loved me, ve would have reioiced, because T
go unto the Father.'"(Jn. 14:28) later in this discourse, He said, "But now T

go unto him that sent me; and none of you ask me, Whither goest thou?"(Jn. 16:5)
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On resurection morning in the garden outside the tomb, Jesus spoke to Mary Mag-
dalene: "Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended unto the Father: but go unto
my brethren, and say to them, T ascend unte my Father and vour Father, and my

God and your God." (Jn. 20:17).

Tn no sense does Jesus seem to have had an overwhelming longing to return home
to His Father. There was no resemblance to GTs counting the days until they
return to the States, or even missionaries anticipating immanent furlough!

Rather, Jesus was distincly conscious of Who He was and Whv He was here. He

sought to convince His followers of the true cosmic significance of His 1life

here within the timeless framework of the designs of almighty God. As He sat

down for the Llast Supner with His discinles, He knew '"that his hour was come

that he should depart out of this world unto the Father'" and '"that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that he came forth from God and goeth
unto God." (Jn. 13, 1,3). His anticipation of the Ascension, then, was not so
much in terms of what we think of as a "home-going" ...but as the crowning event

in God's plan of salvationfand continual sovereignty.

II‘ The Ascension as an Event. Matthew and John do not record the actual event.

Mark tells how He was received up into heaven, but these final words of his Gos-
pel are not generahfaccented as authentic., Rut Luke tells us about it both at
the end of his Gospel and the beginning of the book of Acts. As a careful his-

torian, Luke recognized the Ascension as the logical beginnine of Church History

apart from the account of the earthly ministry of Jesus Himself.

The account is brief. His parting words instructed His dixciples to be His

witnesses to the uttermost narts of the earth. Then !"while He blessed them"

He parted from them. What a beautiful way to savy good-bye. His blessing reets
upon all His followers and His witnesses to this day! The accounts vary slightly
as to how He left. 'He parted from them'" '"He was carried up into heaven.' "He

was received up into heavew'| '"He was taken up out of their sight." The effect
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was something more than simply djsappearing heavenward. The passive verbs in-

dicate that the disciples were aware of _some Power from ahove which removed Jesus

from earth to heaven. This was just as supernatural as the arrival of Jesus in

Bethlehem or His resurrection some 40 days before. All three events are fables

PPt P

or th‘hfl to those who daubt the miracunlous, deny the sunernatural, and refuse
AN

to beljeve what they cannot scientifically nrove or sensually experience.

For the man of faith, and the man of reasonable natur who accepts the testimony

of reliable witnesses, and even more for the man who has experienced the presence

and _nower of the Risen lord in his 1ife...the Ascension event is the natural and
glorious culmination of our lord's earthly ministry. Some worry over the ques-
tion that Jesus ''went upn" whereas modern science indicates no real up and down

in the universe: they complain that this places heaven in a physical spot.

~— N

"Heaven is at once a nlace and a state, and as personality necessarily implies
locality, some place for Our lord"s Divine.wryetnhuman...Person is essential....
Tt matters not that our conception today of the physical universe is different
from that of New Testament times. We still speak of the sun setting and rising,

though strictly these are not true., The details of the Ascension are really un-

important. Christ disanneared from view, and no aquestion need be raised either

Qf distance or direction.'"(TSBRE). The power of God removed Him while He was

blessing the disciples...a blessing that has never terminatedauﬂu(k brmq; us To.._.

]IIT The ascension as a doctrine. The Ascension of Jesus has value for us not

:%>hecause of His physical remoteness but because of His spiritual nearness. He
said, "Because T live, ve shall live also.'" This truth has several aspects...

every one of which give us comfort and strength and hgne and victory.

(ll The Aseension means that our redemption is accomplished. Having removed our

sin by death on the cross, Jesus demonstrated His righteousness by His return

to heaven. Only the righteous can enter heaven, and by His return Jesus who

became sin for us could show that atonement was now complete and nerfect, and

SN

"once for all.: When Napnsen, the famous Norwegian explorer, set out to reach

His missien wos :cuﬂ,l(ih.‘.




the North Pole, he took with him a carrier pigeon. 1Ilpon his arrival in that

4 .
rly under the pigeon's

desolate region, he wrote a tiny message, fastened it secu
winga and launched it on its long journey back to Norway. This expert little

navigator made its silent way over 1000 miles of empty snow, another 1000 miles
of restless ocean, and eventually came in fgr a landing on the lap of Nansen's

wife. This was all she needed. h scendi ras e 1 T

husband had reached his destination.” (Journal 3/25/64) \

The Ascendion therefore is the final fulfilment of the priesthood foreshadowed

by the ritual and ceremony of the Levitical priesthood. The services of the 01d

Testament tabernacle and temple may mean little to modern readers, but one mat-
ter we can understand, i.e., the high priest entered once a vear into the holy
place to render atonement for the people svmbolically. The writer of Hebrews

points out that not in symbol, but in fact, no&.reneatedlv but once for all, Jesus
v

has entered into heaven...the truly holy place. "For Christ entered not into
a holy place made with hands, like in pattern to the true, but into heaven it-

self, now to appear before the face of God for us.''(Heb. 9:24).

2y The ascension means that we now have a perpetual intercessor. Having died

for our sins, Jesus Christ sittfﬁg at God's right hand remains the perpetual

atgnement for sin. J Jn. 2:1 tells us, '"And if any man sin, we have an Advocate

with the Father, Jesus Christ the rightous.” The sinner who comes to God in
repentance and faith has far more than One who by His death became the perfect
mediator between God and man to plead his cause. Not just in the matter of our

salvation, but in every daily concern, Jesus stand7ﬁs our_jptercessor in every

temptation or distress or crisis. '"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or nersecution, or famine, or nakedness, or

peril, or sword?"(Rom. 8:35). We are familiar with the Oriental practice of

using a third person with influence to plead our cause as an intercessor to se-

cure a job or some other favor., That is why we pray "in the name of Jesus'' who

A

Wity wove (KL \ W\ onty —” ,v/\..}. CASS &Y 1 Na w The Sent ’v ’ £ ’\ /



i§ our réghteous representative. As both Saviour of men and Son of God, He is
in the supreme position of intercessor. Not by any means does He have to argue
with God, or persuade God as would a human intercessor. But because of Who He
As, God not only wills but is infinitely desirous to bestow His grace on human

sinners such as we.

rgl The Ascension of Christ signalled the descent of the Holy Spirit. He Himself

asserted the connection between His ascension and the coming »f the Spirit. Of
course the Holy Spirit was present and at active from the foundation of the
world. He was granted to particular individuals in 01d Testament times...endow-
ing them with special talents or gifts to meet particular historical emergencies.
Rut a few days after His Ascension, Jesus kept His promise to His disciples

by sendineg His Spirit on the day of Pentecost. This baptism of the Spirit con-

tinues today whenever a man is Qorn anew into the kingdom of God, whenever God's
aviy

people are empowered and led into Christian witness or service, whenever the

Church takes forward steps to reveal the fullness of the truth of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit replaced the nhysical presence of Jesus by

A X ¥
brineing (1) A divine PBresence, (2) a unique Power, and (3) A source of further

teachinog about the truth of the Gosnel,.

rZ‘ The Ascension means that our Saviour now is Lord and Head of the Church.

What do the words mean that '"Jesus sat down at the right hand of God?" S#mply

that He now occupies the nlace of honor than which there is _po higher...all

authority and power and dominjon belongs to Him. Fven our human custom places

the guest of honor at the right hand of the host, and God so honors His Son.

Like the head of the body, Jesus now controls the affairs of the Church. He

calls her members, selects her leaders, promotes her missionary witness, and
. — e SO AR :
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protects her interests. His very life permeates the church giving her 1life.

Like the vine and the branch, the Church abides in Him, and thus bears fruit.

Too bad that so often men's struggle to control the church and replace the

true Head has caused so much trouble! We need to pray that in all places,
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Christians may give Christ His rightful place as lLord in our hearts and churches.

‘Sl The Ascension means that we can alwavs claim the pnresence of the living Christ.

As He left, He announced, "Lo, T am with you always.'(Mt. 28:20). This Presence

is not just a blessed memory of a perfect 1life; nor is it the nossession of the

record of His words in our four Gospels: nor even our faith in an atonement for

sin accomnlished once and for all on Calvary...it is more than these, precious

though they may be. '"lLo T am with you always'" is the assufance that Christ is

living, that in His life we have our 1life, that in Him we have our fellowship

with God and_receive grace for the tasks of each day and can rejoice in victories

over sin and sorrow and death. As a man, Jesus was confined to one place and

one group of friends. _As our risen and ascended lord, He is no longer confined

by considerations of time and smace but, through, a mystery beyond human under-

standing excent through the eves of faith, He now stands as the personal compan-

jon of every lonely Christian facing temptation, to every ambassador carrying

the witness to the ends of the earth. He shares the burden of ‘each weary Pilgrim,

whether that burden be some temptation, some brivate Worry, some diilv odious

task. "I am with you alwavs."

‘6' The Ascension means eternal expectation for the believer. "I.go to prepare

a place for vou, and if I go and prepare a nlace for you, T come again, and will
receive you unto myself: that where I am there ve may be also.''(Jn. 14:1-2).
In various ways the rest of the New Testament echoes these words of promise, of

hope, of encouragement. HoW simply our Lord put it all! No complicated dialec-

tical arguments, no demvthologizing, no fopgv theological jargon. '"T am going
awav, back to heaven," He said, '"T will prepare a place for you, so that you
need not despair that somé&éday you will have a permanent home.” All that we be-

lieve about the Second Coming of our lord is based on the fact that He has now
returned to heaven. All the confusion about His return yanjshes when we return

to @is simple nromise. Meanwhile, we can rest in the certain hope that even

now He is making ready a place where we can forever be with Him,
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the musician
Conclusion. "After the death of Robert Shumann, his wife, a great pianist in

her own right, devoted herself to making her husband's works known. Along with
hours of disciplined practice before her concerts, she prepared for the inter-
pretation of the music by reading again an& agin the treasured letters the
great composer had written her. But Christians have for more than the letters
of a dead manf%;;ﬂé;—have the inspired Word of the Living Lord, the BRook of
which He said, 'Search the scriptures for...they are that which testify of
mea'(Jn. 5:39). Not only so, but Christians also have withip them the Spirit

3% 3 L'-v\m\ Compani m
of their risen Saviour, and theirs is the obligation to live and walk with Him,

i
in the discip1®®tof daily life." (Fditorial, Christian Today 3/27/64 p. 25)

Golden harp§ are sounding, Angel voices sing,

Pearly gates are opened, Opened for the King:

Christ, the King of glory, Jesus King of love,
Ts gone un in triumph To his home above.

He who came to save us, He who bled and died,
Now is crowned with glory At his Father's side.
Never more to suffer, Never more to die,

Jesus, King of glory, Ts gone up on high,.

Praying forfhis children Tn that blessed place,
Calling them to glswy, Sendine them his grace;

His bright home preparing, Faithful ones, for you;
Jesus ever liveth, Ever loveth too.

A1l his work is ended, Jovfully we sing:
Jesus hath ascended: glory to our Xing!
Frances R, Havergal
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