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GOD'_S_ HELPERS

T e x t : " H e s a w t h e i r f a i t h . " L u k e 5 : 2 0

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : L u k e 5 : 1 7 - 2 6 ( A l s o M t . 9 : l - 8 j M k . 2 : 1 - 1 1 )

G o d ' s m i r a c l e s o f t e n i n v o l v e m a n ' s h e l p . T h e A l m i g h t y w a n t s t h e c o o p e r a t i o n o f

puny people . The One who computer ized His un iverse accord ing to H is sovere ign wi l l
w a n t s u s t o p u s h t h e b u t t o n s t o e n g a g e H i s e n e r g y ? t u r n t h e w h e e l s ? a n d a c h i e v e H i s

ob jec t i ves . I t has a lways been so . Remember the l i t t l e Hebrew s lave g i r l who ca l led
t h e a t t e n t i o n o f h e r m a s t e r ? t h e m i g h t y S y r i a n g e n e r a l N a m a a n ? t o a p r o p h e t i n I s r a e l

w h o s e G o d c o u l d c u r e h i s l e p r o s y ? O r t h e l i t t l e b o y w h o s e l u n c h o f 5 l o a v e s a n d R

fishes we re used by Jesus t o f eed t he 5000? How many moun ta ins have been moved by t he

s e e m i n g l y i n s i g n i fi c a n t e f f o r t s o r u n r e c o r d e d p r a y e r s o f c o u n t l e s s p e o p l e w h o s e n a m e s

a r e k n o w n o n l y t o G o d w h o " s a w t h e i r f a i t h ? "

L u k e 5 : 1 7 - 2 6 t e l l s u s a b o u t f o u r s u c h m e n . H i s g o s p e l r e p o r t s t h a t " W h e n J e s u s

s a w t h e i r f a i t h ? " H e s p o k e a n d H e h e a l e d . W e c o u l d s t u d y t h i s i n c i d e n t w i t h e m p h a s i s

o n t h e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e p a r a l y z e d p a t i e n t ? o r c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e M a s t e r ' s w o r d s o f

g r a c i o u s f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n a n d H i s M i r a c u l o u s h e a l i n g t o u c h . B u t t o d a y w e a r e
t h i n k i n g e s p e c i a l l y o f t h o s e f o u r m e n w h o s e t u p t h e s i t u a t i o n f o r J e s u s t o s p e a k a n d

t o a c t . T h e y w e r e G o d ' s H e l p e r s .

W e c a n r e c o n s t r u c t t h e s c e n e w i t h h e l p f r o m p a r a l l e l a c c o u n t s i n M a t t h e w 9 a n d

M a r k 2 . J e s u s h a d b e e n t e m p t e d i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s ? s u f f e r e d r e j e c t i o n i n H i s h o m e t o w n

o f N a z a r e t h ? a n d n o w w a s c e n t e r i n g H i s w o r k a r o u n d C a p e r n a u m . G r e a t c r o w d s t h r o n g e d

t o h e a r H i s t e a c h i n g a n d t o w i t n e s s H i s m i r a c l e s . M a r k s a y s t h a t J e s u s c o u l d n o

longer open ly enter a town because o f the c rowds. Luke notes here (5 :6) tha t Jesus
s o m e t i m e s s l i p p e d o f f i n t o t h e w i l d e r n e s s t o p r a y a n d r e s t a n d p r e p a r e . N o w h e w a s

b a c k " i n H i s o w n c i t y ' w h i c h w o u l d b e C a p e r n a u m ? p r o b a b l y i n t h e h o m e o f P e t e r . A

c r o w d fi l l e d t h e h o u s e a n d c o u r t y a r d ? p r e s s i n g a b o u t t h e d o o r s a n d w i n d o w s . W e

A m e r i c a n s a r e a l w a y s a s t o n i s h e d a t t h e i m m e n s e c r o w d s t h a t c a n a p p e a r i n s t a n t l y

w i t h o u t p r i o r a n n o u n c e m e n t i n t h e O r i e n t ? u n a b a s h e d l y i n d u l g i n g t h e i r c u r i o s i t y w i t h

m u c h r u b b e r - n e c k i n g w h e t h e r i t b e a r o a d s i d e m e d i c i n e s h o w ? a m i s s i o n a r y c h a n g i n g a

fl a t t i r e ? o r s o m e o t h e r s p e c t a c u l a r e v e n t . L e t u s n o t b e l i t t l e s u c h

c u r i o s i t y . . . J e s u s n e v e r r e s e n t e d i t ? b u t u s e d i t a s a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s p l a y t h e

p o w e r o f G o d a n d t o p r e a c h t h e g o o d t i d i n g s o f t h e K i n g d o m o f G o d .

O n e l a r g e g r o u p o f s p e c i a l g u e s t s w a s p r e s e n t . L u k e s a y s " t h e r e j v e r e P h a r i s e e s

a n d t e a c h e r s o f t h e l a w s i t t i n g b y w h o h a d c o m e _ f r o m e y e r y y i l l ^ e _ g f ^ G a l i l e e a n d

J u d e a a n d f r o m J e r u s a l e m . " T h a t i n i t s e l f w o u l d b e a v e r y l a r g e a u d i e n c e . T h e i r



purpose was not friendly? or to learn? or to be helpful... just the opposite. God uses
not only curiosity but opposition to accomplish His purposes? and Jesus fully
appreciated the unprecedented opportunity. In a day of no radio? TV? or newspapers?
what better way for His message to reach an entire nation than to have a hugh captive
audience of her religious leaders? God was controlling these events? as is always the
case. What a pity that these men with the abilities? education? and influence failed
to have eyes and ears and willing hands like these four men upon whom we now
concentrate. . . "Gpd*s Helpers." Look at what k ind of men they were.

I;_SENSITiyE. These four men were conscious of a need. They were good
neighbors? not too preoccupied with their own affairs to ignore a friend who was
paralyzed? helpless? desperate. What SOth century medicine cannot always cure now was
an even more hopeless situation then. The patient may have been in the prime of life?
with a family now deprived of his support- Perhaps he belonged to a crew of a fishing
boat along with those four friends...just as Peter and Andrew? James and Joim worked
together. Now he was in desperate need? and could even die an early death. His
friends saw his condition with eyes of concern and a desire to help. Mark tells us
there were four o f them? and as they sa t a round ta lk ing in the coo l o f the even ing

after work? they must often have discussed his sad case.

Sensitiveness to need is a God~given virtue. Jesus taught this in the story of
the Good Samaritan. The priest and the Levite saw this victim of a severe mugging

lying by the roadside? hut it aroused in them no compassion? no impulse to help? no
twinge of conscience as they slunk by. But a sensitive Samaritan came along? saw him
and said? "Here is a man who needs my help." Peter and John were sensitive to the
need of a lame man begging at the entrance of the temple as recorded in Acts 3? and
m e t h i s n e e d . J e s u s , o f c o u r s e , w a s a l w a y s a w a r e o f n e e d . . . H e w a s m o v e d w i t h

compass ion .

E v e n n o n - C h r i s t i a n s m u s t a d m i t t h a t m o r e t h a n a n y o n e e l s e i n h i s t o r y ? t h e

i n fl u e n c e o f J e s u s C h r i s t h a s m a d e t h e w o r l d c o n s c i o u s o f n e e d y p e o p l e . T h e

proliferation of various societies? foundations? international commissions? etc. to
help orphans? widows? refugees? prisoners? the hungry? the insane? the handicapped?
the b l ind? the deaf? as wel l as v ic t ims of every k ind of d isease, and the expendi ture
of vast sums of money and human resources are the resul t . Almost a l l of th is

philanthropy is due to the influence of Jesus through His followers.

Ye t t h i s mass i ve e f f o r t canno t compare w i th t he one -on -one impac t o f a s i ng le

Christian who responds to the need of another person. It is easy to become calloused



t o h u m a n n e e d s a b o u t u s . I k n o w t h a t d u r i n g t h e K o r e a n Wa r w h e n w e w e r e s u r r o u n d e d b y

m a s s i v e p o v e r t y , h u n g e r , a n d s u f f e r i n g o f a l l k i n d s i t w a s e a s y t o g r o w h a r d e n e d a n d

i n d i f f e r e n t . P e r h a p s p h y s i c i a n s s o m e t i m e s f e e l t h e s a m e w a y w h e n c o n s t a n t l y

c o n f r o n t e d w i t h h u m a n i l l n e s s . Y e t J e s u s w o u l d n e v e r w a n t u s t o d e v e l o p a t h i c k s k i n ,

a n e s t h e t i z e d a n d i n s e n s i t i v e t o i n d i v i d u a l n e e d .

C h r i s t i a n s e n s i t i v i t y t o v i s i b l e n e e d s h o u l d n e v e r b l i n d u s t o t h e g r e a t e r n e e d

o f t h o s e i n s p i r i t u a l p o v e r t y , s p i r i t u a l d i s e a s e , s p i r i t u a l h o p e l e s s n e s s . O n t h i s

o c c a s i o n J e s u s s a w a n d m e t a s p i r i t u a l n e e d t o o w h i c h H e m e t b y o f f e r i n g f o r g i v e n e s s

o f s i n t o t h a t p a r a l y z e d m a n . I f a l l C h r i s t i a n s w e r e a s a w a r e o f s p i r i t u a l n e e d a s

t h e y a r e o f d i s e a s e a n d h u n g e r , w o r l d e v a n g e l i s m w o u l d b e i n l e s s t r o u b l e l H o w o f t e n
w e p r i v i l e g e d A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s i g n o r e t h e n e e d o f t h r e e b i l l i o n p e o p l e i n t h e w o r l d

w h o d o n o t k n o w C h r i s t a n d t h e r e f o r e a r e w i t h o u t H i s p e a c e a n d j o y a n d h o p e . I f f o u r

m e n w i t h e y e s t o s e e t h e n e e d o f t h e i r p a r a l y z e d f r i e n d c o u l d d o s o m u c h , w h a t c o u l d

m i l l i o n s o f A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s s e n s i t i v e t o t h e w o r l d - w i d e n e e d o f a S a v i o r d o i n

s h a r i n g n o t o n l y f o o d f o r p h y s i c a l h u n g e r , b u t t h e B r e a d o f L i f e a s w e l l ?

2 _ E A G E R T p _ A C j r . S e n s i t i v e n e s s t o n e e d i s o n e t h i n g , d o i n g s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t i s
a n o t h e r . P l e n t y o f p e o p l e w r i n g t h e i r h a n d s o v e r t h e s a d p l i g h t o f t h e h e l p l e s s , o r

m a k e a n g r y p r o n o u n c e m e n t s a b o u t h u m a n r i g h t s , o r d e m o n s t r a t e a g a i n s t n u c l e a r

a r m a m e n t . . . b u t a r e t h e y d o i n g a n y t h i n g t o h e l p t h e v i c t i m s . . . e v e n t h o s e w h o l i v e i n

t h e s a m e b l o c k ? J a m e s w r o t e ( ^ : 1 7 ) " W h o e y e r k n o w s w h a t i s r i g h t t o d o a n d f a i l s t o d o

i 5 _ s i n . "

T h e s e f o u r m e n d i d n ' t s t o p t o a r g u e w i t h e a c h o t h e r a b o u t w h o w o u l d b e c h a i r m a n

o f t h e c o m m i t t e e , o r w h e t h e r t o g o fi n d s o m e o t h e r b e t t e r d o c t o r , o r p u t o f f a c t i o n

u n t i l c o o l e r w e a t h e r . T h e y r i g g e d u p a s t r e t c h e r , l a i d t h e p a r a l y t i c o n i t , h o i s t e d

i t t o t h e i r s h o u l d e r s a n d b e g a n t o m o v e . W h y ? J e s u s w a s i n t o w n ! " H e r e i s t h e

a n s w e r t o w h a t w e h a v e b e e n w o r r i e d a b o u t . F o r g e t a b o u t o u r o w n w o r k t o d a y ! W h o

c a r e s i f t h e w e a t h e r i s h o t , a n d t h e d i s t a n c e t o J e s u s i n C a p e r n a u m i s f a r ! N o t i m e

t o d i l l y - d a l l y ! N o t i m e t o t a l k , b u t t i m e t o a c t ! L . e t ' s m o v e ! " T h e r e w a s n o e n e r g y

c r i s i s f o r t h e s e f o u r m e n !

I f a l l t h e m o d e r n s e n s i t i v i t y t o h u m a n n e e d , a l l t h e t a l k , a l l t h e h o o k s a n d

p r o m o t i o n a l m a t e r i a l , a l l t h e c o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g s a n d c o n s u l t a t i o n s , a l l t h e

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , w e r e r e a l l y c o n v e r t e d i n t o a c t i o n , w h a t m o u n t a i n s w o u l d b e m o v e d ! S o
o f t e n g r e a t i n t e n t i o n s a r e a r o u s e d , e l a b o r a t e p l a n s p r o p o s e d . . . b u t n o t h i n g r e s u l t s

s i m p l y b e c a u s e i n s p i t e o f r e c o g n i z e d n e e d s , n o b o d y a c t s ! N o b o d y p u t s t h e p a t i e n t o n
t h e s t r e t c h e r l i f t s h i m t o o u r s h o u l d e r s , a n d c a r r i e s h i m t o t h e L o r d !



A

JesuB wantB not just hearers but doers of the Word, He spoke of a farmer with two
sons (Mt. 21:28-32). He told them to go to work in his vineyard. The older was aware
of the necessity to work and promised to go but failed to do so. The younger refused
at first but later repented and went to work. Although less sensitive at first, he
nevertheless went into action. This is exactly what God expects of us. We may be
weak, or indifferent, or obstinate, but when God calls and says, "There is work to he
done," He expects action...not just good intentions, planning sessions, or delegating
t h e j o b t o o t h e r s .

3_ RESpyRCEFUL Now the four friends faced a serious problem. The crowd around
the house made entrance to Jesus absolutely impossible, especially with a stretcher.
"No wayl" So they went up the outside stairs to the roof. It was likely gently
sloping with tiles which could be easily removed, as was sometimes done to lower
caskets into a small room at the time of funerals. Perhaps the owner was Peter or
some friend who even encouraged this emergency procedure. Four friends of this sort
would also be likely to see that repairs were properly made. The point is that they
were determined men,.-no obstacle could stand in the way...they used their hands and
their heads and found a way to accomplish their mission of mercy.

Anyone involved in the Lord's work knows there are always problems, barriers,
unexpected obstacles, mountains in the way, Jesus predicted this. Missionaries who
leave their homeland and go to strange foreign lands discover this many times over
during their service. No project or institution or church ever has smooth sailing all
the way. Some may see in every difficulty Rod closing the door, and resign themselves
to inaction with the excuse that nothing can be done. Just suppose those four men
hadthought that way! But "with__G^d_a21_ things are^possible." Men and women with
determination and who believe in His power but are also willing to art and to
sacrifice as did our four friends here...can succeed... their faith moves mountains.

Last year (1987) when we visited a church in Virginia where we had lived when we
first started our ministry, an unusual service honoring an 88 year old member was
held. This lady had polio as a child and so could never walk easily, her voice was
affected so that speech was difficult, and she was otherwise handicapped. Yet she
never let these problems daunt her. She taught Sunday School at a distant mission

chapel...sometimes walking miles to do so. Her influence on an entire community of
children and young people who are now grown adults was immense. The sick, the needy,
the helpless were always her concern and when we visited there last year a wonderful
tribute was made to her by members of the church. In her reply she humbly said, "I



n e v e r q u e s t i o n e d w h y I a m t h i s w a y > b u t I l e a r n e d i n t h e c a t e c h i s m m a n y y e a r s a q o t h e

a n s w e r ' G o d m a d e m e f o r H i s o w n q l o r y ' a n d t h a t i s w h a t J h a v e a l w a y s t r i e d t o

r e m e m b e r . " L i k e t h o s e f o u r m e n , B e r n i c e J a m i s o n n e v e r l e t e v e n p e r s o n a l d i s a b i l i t i e s

o r o t h e r o b s t a c l e s g e t i n t h e w a y o f d o i n g t h e L o r d ' s w o r k .

J E S U ^ S A W _ T H E I R , FA I T H . F o u r m e n s e n s i t i v e t o n e e d , e a g e r t o a c t , r e s o u r c e f u l
i n a d i f fi c u l t s i t u a t i o n . L u k e r e c o r d s t h a t J e s u s " 5 a w _ t h e i r _ f a i t h . " H o w c a n y o u s e e

f a i t h ? H o w c a n s o m e t h i n g i n o u r i n n e r m o s t b e i n g s b e s e e n ? I s i t n o t t h a t t h i s i n n e r

c o n v i c t i o n o f t h e h e a r t i s r e a l l y m e a n i n g l e s s u n t i l o n e s t e p s n u t o n t h e b a s i s o f t h a i

f a i t h t o a c t ? F a i t h i s f a r m o r e t h a n i n t e l l e c t u a l e s p o u s a l o f t r u t h , h o w e v e r

S c r i p t u r a l . I t i s m o r e t h a n a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f p i e t y o r c o m p l i a n c e w i t h s t r i c t r u l e s
o f a t t e n d a n c e u p o n c h u r c h m e e t i n g s o r a d h e r e n c e t o p r a c t i c e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e

C h r i s t i a n l i f e . I t i n c l u d e s t h e s e , b u t i f t h a t i s a l l , i t i s s t e r i l e , d e a d 1

F a i t h t h a t i s v i t a l , a l i v e a n d t h a t e n l i s t s D i v i n e P o w e r t o a c t , i s f a i t h

s t e p p i n g o u t t o d o s o m e t h i n g i n t h e f u l l a s s u r a n c e t h a t G o d w i l l a l s o w o r k . J a m e s

t o l d u s : " F a i t h b y i t s e l f , , i f i t h a s n o w o r k s i s d e a d . " < E : 1 7 ) P o i n t i n g t o A b r a h a m h e

r e m a r k e d , " F a i t h w a s c o m p l e t e d b y w o r k s . " ( P : g g ) F a i t h i s A b r a h a m g o i n g o u t " n o t

KDOwinq where _he_was tq_gp. "<Heb. 11 :8) I t i s the Ch i ld ren o f Is rae l s tepp ing in to
t h e b o t t o m o f t h e R e d G e a w h i l e t h e w a t e r s p i l e d u p t o t h e r i g h t a n d t h e l e f t . I t i s

Phi l ip going to the desert near Gaza, and Paul and Barnabas embarking at Salamis. I t
i s f o u r m e n c o n v i n c e d t h a t a m i r a c u l o u s c u r e w o u l d t a k e p l a c e , t a k i n g u p t h e i r f r i e n d ,

removing roof t i les, and lowering him to where he could receive heal ing.

Dr. A lan Tippet t o f Fu l ler Seminary and a former miss ionary in the South Pacific

writes; "Having many t imes balanced myself on an island canoe and watched the ski l led

s a i l o r s h a r n e s s t h e p o w e r o f t h e w i n d t o t h e i r c r a f t s , t h e t r u t h h a s c o m e h o m e t o m e

tha t i f t he nav iga to r cou ld do no th i ng w i t hou t t he power o f t he w ind , ne i t he r cou ld

t h e w i n d b e d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s p u r p o s i v e g o a l s w i t h o u t t h e s a i l i n g s k i l l o f t h e

nav iga to r. " God 's power i s geared in when men 's sk i l l s and energ ies go to work fo r
H i m . H e w a n t s m e n o f f a i t h . . . b u t a f a i t h w h i c h A C T S . . . " G p d ' s _ H B l p e r s . "

C e r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l s s t a n d o u t i n t h e h i s t o r y o f G o d ' s p e o p l e a n d w e c a l l t h e m

S e l d o m w a s t h e i r i n t e l l e c t , s k i l l o r l e a d e r s h i p a b i l i t y a b o v e a v e r a g e . H u t

the i r ac t i ve response to the s t imu l i o f t he s i t ua t i on where they found themse lves i n

the plan of God made them great. Our great missionary heroes are an example. So were

L u t h e r a n d C a l v i n a n d J o h n K n o x . A f e w w e r e i n t e l l e c t u a l g i a n t s , h u t m o s t w e r e

o rd i n a r y p e o p l e w i t h t h e sa me f a u l t s , co mp l e xe s , p ro b l e ms , p h ys i ca l h a n d i ca p s a n d
o t h e r e x c u s e s t h a t w e h a v e , b u t t h e y d a r e d t o a c t a t a t i m e a n d p l a c e w h e r e t h e r e w a s



need. These people ventured into the unknown, undaunted by overwhelming evidence that

they were a t tempt ing the imposs ib le . Bu t God "saw the i r _ fa i th " and mounta ins were
m o v e d .

( l u r Lo rd wan ts to " see_pur_ fa i t h . " A t tack ing the da i l y schedu le , p repa r ing l ong

r a n g e p l a n s , i n i t i a t i n g m a j o r p r o j e c t s . . . e v e r y o n e i s a n a c t o f f a i t h . F v e r y t i m e w e
t a k e o n t e a c h i n g a B i b l e c l a s s , v i s i t i n g s o m e o n e i n n e e d , d o i n g a g o o d t u r n f o r a

neighbor, invi t ing someone to church, or wi tnessing to them about our Saviour, we are
cal led upon to exercise a fa i th which can be seen. Granted that God does not reward

f o o l i s h , i 1 1 - r o n c e i v e d , s e l fi s h a m b i t i o u s p l u n g e s . . . i t i s a l s o t r u e t h a t t h e s u p e r -

c a u t i o u s C h r i s t i a n , r e f u s i n g t o t a k e r i s k s o f f a i t h f o r G o d , s e l d o m m o v e s t h e

m o u n t a i n s . I f f o u r m e n h a d s t o p p e d t o w o r r y . . . w i l l I c a t c h t h i s m a n ' s d i s e a s e ? W i l l

t h e c r o w d m o b u s f o r i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h t h e M a s t e r ' s t e a c h i n g ? W i l l J e s u s H i m s e l f

r e b u k e u s f o r t e a r i n g u p t h e r o o f a n d r e f u s e t o h e a l o u r t r i e n d ? . . . t h e y w o u l d h a v e

f a i l e d .

J o h n W e s l e y i s o f t e n t h o u g h t o f a s a s u p e r - f u n d a m e n t a l i s t r e v i v a l p r e a c h e r ,

i n t e n t o n a D i b l e - t h u m p i n g p i o u s f o r m o f r e l i g i o n . B u t h e w a s d e e p l y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t

h i s f e l l o w m e n a n d a t t e m p t e d t o a c t f o r t h e m , w h e t h e r t h e y w e r e p h y s i c a l l y i l l , o r

v i c t i m s o f t h e e v i l s l a v e t r a d e , o r o r p h a n s o r w i d o w s , o r h a i n g g o n e a s t r a y f r o m t h e

F a t h e r ' s h o u s e w e r e p e r i s h i n g i n a f a r c o u n t r y o f s i n . H e h a d t h i s r u l e o f l i f e :

D o a l l t h e g o o d y o u c a n ,

B y a l 1 t h e m e a n s y o u c a n .

I n a l l t h e w a y s y o u c a n ,

I n a l l t h e p l a c e s y o u c a n ,

A t a l l t h e t i m e s y o u c a n .

T o a l l t h e p e o p l e y o u c a n ,

A s l o n g a s y o u c a n . < M c C a r t n e y 1 0 2 )

" H e s a w t h e i r j f a i t h "

1 . S e n s i t i v e

2 i_Eager _ to_ac t
3 . R e s o u r c e f u l

A . F u l l o f f a i t h
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S AY T H E W O R D

I e j < t : " S a y t h e w o r d . . . " L u k e 7 : 7
S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g ; L u k e 7 : 1 - 1 0

'Tfn con^ The backbone of the Roman army were the centurions, .eaeb^ f̂n command of 100 soldiers.
T h e y w e r e c h o s e n n o t o n l y f o r m i l i t a r y s k i l l s b u t a l s o f o r l o y a l t y , g o o d j u d g e m e n t ,

i n t e g r i t y a n d d e v o t i o n t o t h e p e o p l e a m o n g w h o m t h e y l i v e d . T h e y w e r e g e n t l e m e n a s
w e l l a s o f fi c e r s ? T h e c e n t u r i o n s m e n t i o n e d i n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t s e e m e d t o h a v e

u n u s u a l ' p e r c e p t i v e n e s s i n s p i r i t u a l m a t t e r s a s w e l l .

t i h ) T h e c e n t u r i o n o f t h e u n i t a s s i g n e d t o c r u c i f y J e s u s w a t c h e d t h o s e a w e -

insp i r i t ing events w i th tRaTTca5«jaJ^ in teres t and exc la imed: ' ^Tnf iV ' . 'Ad l i lAs »»as the
S o n o f G o d ! "

4 2 ) C o r n e l i u s o f t h e I t a l i a n C o h o r t a t C a e s a r e a < A c t s 1 0 ) w a s a ' d e v o u t m a n w h o

f e a r e d G o d w i t h a l l h i s h o u s e h o l d , g a v e a l a s l i b e r a l l y t o t h e p e o p l e . a n d _ p r a y e d

c o n s t a n t l y t o G o d . " T h i s u p r i g h t a n d G o d - f e a r i n g m a n , w e l l s p o k e n o f b y t h e J e w s , w a s
t o l d b y G o d t o s e n d f o r P e t e r f r o m w h o m h e h e a r d a n d r e c e i v e d t h e G o s p e l o f J e s u s , a n d

the reby open<2^he door^ o f sa lva t ion to the Gent i l eu . .
■ f c 3 > a n d I n J e r u s a l e m a t l e a s t t w o c e n t u r i o n s h e l p e d P a u l r e c e i v e l a w f u l

p r o t e c t i o n w h e n h e w a s a r r e s t e d .

S 5 ) J u l i u s o f t h e A u g u s t a n C o h o r t , w a s a s s i g t r e d t o e s c o r t P a u l a s a p r i s o n e r
f r o m P a l e s t i n e t o R o m e . H i s j u d g m e n t a b o u t t h e b e s t k i n d o f s a i l i n g w e a t h e r m a y h a v e

b e e n p o o r , b u t h e l e a r n e d t o a d m i r e P a u l a n d d e p e n d u p o n h i s a d v i c e . A t p o r t s o f r a i l

h e I h b f f e a t e d P a u l k i n d l y a n d g a v e h i m l ^ e a y e t o g o t o h i s _ f r i e n d 5 a n d b e c a r e d . f o r . "

W h e n t h e i r s h i p w r e c k e d h e f o r b a d e h i s s o l d i e r s t o k i l l h i s p r i s o n e r s i n o r d e r t o

s p a r e P a u l ' s l i f e .
T h e c e n t u r i o n i n o u r - s t o r y f r o m L u k e 7 i s u n - n a m e d , a i r d p e r h a p s r r o l q u i t e

s o p r o m i n e n t , s t a t i o n e d a s h e w a s i n c h a r g e o f t h e i n s i g n i f i c a n t g a r r i s o n i n t h a ^ «
... little border town of Capernaum, But Luke's account reveals that iUi he MasJCkov^f
^ f r e w a s h u m b l e , a n d ( S T T r g ' w a s - a . i »

1 . T H E C E N T U R I O N W fl P f W P n M fl u t , A s a c o m m a n d e r h i s p o s i t i o n w a s n o t e a s y. H e h a d

t o s e e t h a t h i s m e n w e r e h o u s e d , f e d , c l o t h e d , d r i l l e d , d i s c i p l i r r e d , a i r d a s s i g n e d t o

t h e i r g u a r d d u t i e s . H e w a s t h e r e s p o n s i b l e R o m a n o f fi c e r i n c h a r g e o f t h i s m i l i t a r y

g a r r i s o n i n o c c u p i e d a l i e n t e r r i t o r y . T h e o d d s a g a i n s t p o p u l a r i t y i n s u c h a p o s i t i o n
w e r e e n o r m o u s . P a t r i o t i c J e w s w o u l d h a t e h i m a s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e d e s p i s e d

R o m a n d i c t a t o r s h i p . F o r r e l i g i o u s i e a s o n s t h e y w o u l d b e p r e j u d i c e d b e c a u s e h e w a s a

G e n t i l e w h o p r e s u m a b l y w o r s h i p p e d p a g a n x d o l s . Y e t a l l t h e e v i d e n c e i s t h a t h e
o v e r c a m e t h e s e h a n d i c a p s a n d w a s p o p u l a r a n d a d m i r e d . H e w a s I b v e d b e c a u s e o f t h e

k i n d o f m a n h e w a s .
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d e s c r i b e d a s " h i g h l y , r e g a r d ^ " b y h i m . H e

m u s t h a v e b e e n a g o o d w o r k e r, t r u s t e d a n d r g l i a h t p a n d i g v ^ r i a g a f r i t a n r i — a l m n c ^ t a

m e m b e r o f t h e f a m i l y b y t h i s R o m a n c e n t u r i o n . H e w a s s i c k a n d a b o u t t o

d i e . . . M a t t h e w ' s a c c o u n t s a y s h e w a s l y i n g [ f ^ r a l y z e d a n d i n t e r r i b l e d i s t r e s s . I n
those days a slave was regarded as a "^hino." no better than a farm implement to he

t h r o w n a w a y w h e n u s e l e s s . T h e c e n t u r i o n c o u l d h a v e w r i t t e n h i s s l a v e o f f a s a
b u s i n e s s d e p r e c i a t i o n a n d l e t h i m d i e . I n s t e a d h e l o v e d h i m e n o u g h t o g o t o
c o n s i d e r a b l e t r o u b l e t o s o l i c i t t h e h e l p o f J e s u s . I n a s o c i e t y A h e r e s l a v e r y w a s

j p a c c e p te d w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n , h e r e s p e c te d t h e i g h t s o f h i s s l a v e . Th i s s h o w s
something of the character of the centurion in his per ^BlMdifpBBM)^BBBIiPS. Anyone who
can establ ish deep Ipve and t rust wi th h is c losest associates r ight in h is owi home is
fit for ^rger respfltfs^T^TTtTes. If we are loviT>g and caring of those about us, like
t h a t c e n t u r i o n w e w i l l b e b e l o v e d . T h e p e r s o n w h o c a r e s f o r o t h e r s i s a l w a y s n e a r t o

J e s u s C h r i s t . J e s u s H i m s e l f s a i d s o ? f T o ^ i e > p > a t o n 1 ^ s t t o i b - i V « t ^ d i d i t t o o n e o f t h e s e

b r o t h e r s o f W i n e « e v e n t o t h e l e a s t o f t h e e , y o u d i d i t t o M e . " ( M t . P i r ' t O )

J e s u s . T h e s e l e a d e r s o f t h e l o c a l s y n a g o g u e

w e i e t h e e l i t e o f r . q p p i - n . ^ i i f n . H h e t h e i t h e f r i e n d s h i p o f t h e c e n t u r i o n w i t h t h e s e m e n

w a s o n t h e R o t a r y C l u b l e v e l o r b e c a u s e h e w a s a G e n t i l e c o n v e r t w h o n o w w o r s h i p p e d

t h e t r u e G o d w i t h t h e m i s n o t c l e a r , b u t t h e e v i d e n c e p o i n t s t o t h e l a t t e r . W h e n h e

w a n t e d t o w i n a f a v o r f r o m J e s u s , t h i s c e n t u r i o n s o l i c i t e d t h e , i n t e r c e s s i o n o f t h e

m o s t p r o m i n e n t J e w s i n t o w n t o p l e a d h i s c a s e . T h e r e w a s n o t h i n g w r o n g w i t h t h i s

method. His pr^ar^ interest was the cure of his slave and the best strategy he knew
to achieve his objective was to send those to whom he thought Jesus was most likely to

l i s t e n .

Those Jewish e lders went ou t o f the i r way to p ra ise h im. " . . . they Ernes t1y en t rea ted

Hia, sav ing. 'He is wor thy for You to grant th is to h im; fpr he. loves our nat ion, and
i t was he who bu i l t us our sy r tagoa t ie . " They cou ld hard ly have sa id any th ing fine?
a b o u t t h e i r o w n p e o p l e . I t w a s a s t o n i s h i n g f o r J e w s t o b e s o c o m p l i m e n t a r y o f a n
al ien. I am sure he d id not expect them to go overboard wi th the i r personal pra ises,

y e t t h e y b e g a ? ? t h e i r p l e a w i t h t h e w o r d s , " H e i s w o r t h y h a v e y o u d o t h i s f o r h i m . "
What h igher pra ise cou ld be spoken o f a man in h is pos i t ion? As fa i as h is pos i t ion

p e r m i t t e d h e s e e m s t o h a v e s u c c e e d e d i n i n t e g r a t i n g w i t h l o c a l s o c i e t y. H i s p u b l i c
relat ions we?e of the highest qual i ty. Fr iendship with community leadei s is impo? tar?t
a n d e s s e n t i a l f o r t h e g o o d o f t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d . W h o k n o w s b u t w h a t t h i s c e n t u r i o n

w i t h h i s a f f a b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h l o c a l l e a d e r s w a s p a r t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e

genera l l y recep t i ve a tmosphere enab l ing Jesus to per fo rm a ma jo r pa r t o f H is pub l i c
m i n i s t r y i n C a p e r n a u m ?
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1^1 i -1 ijjj^ He knew the Teacher was a busy Person.
H e h a d s e e n a n d h e a r d J e s u s m a n y t i m e s . I g r e w u p i n K o r e a u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r i a l

o c c u p a t i o n o f K o r e a b y i m p e r i a l J a p a n w h o s e a g e n t s k e p t s t r i c t s u r v e i l l a n c e o f
e v e r y o n e a n d r e p o r t e d t o t h e i r s u p e r i o r s . R o m a n s o l d i e r s m u s t h a v e w a t c h e d J e s u s

c a r e f u l l y a n d d u l y r e p o r t e d M i s d e e d s a n d w o r d s t o t h e c e n t u r i o n . H e k n e w a l l a b o u t
J e s u s . T h u s , w h e n J e s u s a p p i o a c h e d h i s h o u s e t o h e a l t h e s l a v e , t h e c e n t u r i o ! i s e n t

o t h e r " f r i _ e n d s , " s a y i n g , " L o r d , d o n o t t r o u b l e Y o u r s e l f f u r t h e r , f o r I a m n o t fi t f o r

y o u t o c o m e u n d e r m y r o o f . " H o w i n c o n g r u o u s f o r a R o m a n o f fi c i a l t o a d d r e s s a J e w i s h
peasant as "Lord I"...the equivalent of a colonel addi essing^corporal as f*sir"...and
y o u k n o w w h a t t h a t m e a n s i n m i l i t a r y c i r c l e s .

Here was courtesy and respect, if not outright recoqr^tipn of the ti^^ person nf
J e s u s . w a s s e n s i t i v e e n o u g h t o s e e t h a t J e s u s w a s b u s y , w i t h o t h e i i m p o r t a n t

t h i n g s t o t a k e c a r e o f , a n d h e h a d n o d e s i r e t o c l a i m H i s t i m e , J h e c e n t u r i o n w a s n o t

s u r l y , o v e r b e a r i n g , o r a r r o g a n t l y a s s e r t i n g h i s p o s i t i o n , b u t t a c t f u l , c o u r t e o u s , a n t !

t h o u g h t f u l . . . a l 1 q u a l i t i e s w e C h r i s t i a n s m u s t h a v e i f w e a r e t o r e p r e s e n t C h r i s t i n a n
i e n w o r l d . N o w o n d e r t h e c e n t u r i o n w a s s o h i g h l y r e g a r d e d a n d b e l o v e d . . . h e w a s

'̂ ''vingly caring of his slave, was on good terms with local leadersĵ ie was
t h o u g h t f u l a b o u t J e s u s . S u r e l y G o d b y H i s H o l y S p i r i t h a d p r e p a r e d t h i s m a n f o r
c o n t a c t w i t h J e s u s ' . G o d r e q u i r e s n o l e s s n f a l l t h o s e w h o c a l l t h e m s e l v e s C h r i s t i a n s .

H AW. T h e o p i n i o n o f o t h e i s a b o u t t h i s r e n t u ) i o n c a n h e

s u m m e d u p i n t h e i r w o r d s , " H e i s _ w p r t h y. " W h a t a c o n t r a s t h i s o p i n i o n w a s o f h i m s e l f ,

s u m m e d u p i n h i s o w n w o r d s , " 1 . a u n „ n o t w o r t h y ! " S u r e l y t h i s h u m i l i t y i n a h i g h

o f fi c i a l n o t o n l y m a d e h i m b e l o v e d b y t h e p e o p l e o f C a p e r n a u m b u t a l s o a l l o w e d h i m t o

develop the faith which Jesus so frankly, acjmired..

a* * *1 aw no t wor thy. " He sa id th rough h is f r iends to Jesus , " fo r you to come

u^er my roof, which is the reason 1 did rwt presume^tq come to you in person." What
did He mean? He must have i ated one of the best houses in town and he was appioar hir^g
J e s u s w h o h a d n o h o u s e a t a l l a n d w a s p r o b a b l y a g u e s t o f t h e fi s h e r m a n P e t e r .

P e r h a p s h e w a s s e n s i t i v e t o t h e r e s t r i c t i o n w h i c h p r e v e n t e d J e w s fi o m e n t e r i n g a
G e n t i l e h o m e . B u t m o r e l i k e l y t h e r e f e r e n c e h e r e i s n o t t o h i s h o u s e b u t t o h i m s e l f .

When the Jews said of him, "He J.s worthy," they userl a word mrfaning "of high value." A
But the word he used of h imsel f in the Greek text here is a d i f ferent word. A l though

translated the same in Enqlisl̂ when he said "I.am not worthy" meant "I am not fit, tir^^
d e s e r v i n g . " I t w a s L u k e w h o u s e d s i m i l a r e x p r e s s i o n s e l s e w h e r e . T h e p r o d i g a l s o n

returned to h is father saying, 'Pather^ I am no longer worthy to te_.cal l^ jy®"*" SPP-"
There was that penitent publ ican in the temple, beating his hieast and pleading, "Bod_,
b e m e r c i f u l t o a s i n n ^ ! "



This centurion had a deep sense of unworthiness in the presence of the holy Son
of God. People who niay be unaware of sin in their lives, become deeply conscious of
i t i n c o n t a c t w i t h t h e s i n l e s s C h r i s t . I n c o n t r a s t t o H i s p e r f e c t i o n a n d h o l i n e s s ,

they feel unworthy. They are convicted of sin. We don't know how far along the
cen tu r ion was in th i s p rocess , bu t God 's Sp i r i t was defin i te l y a t work b r ing ing abou t

convict ion of s in. Centur ies ago f tugust i r ie commented: The cent i i i ion "d id not receive
J e s u s i n t o h i s h o u s e , b u t h e h a d r e c e i v e d h i m a l r e a d y i n t o h i s h e a r t . T h e m o r e

humble, the more capacity and the moi'e full. For the hills dr^v^ bacpmilXiytfaTijP'y^Ufll't
t h e v a - M t e v s a r e ' g i t ' l g d ' ' t i g r . - t t . "

s a y i n g o f a t f T l i n w o r t h ^ , " b u t
a lso in recogniz ing the author i ty o f Jesus. His se l f -underc i tandinq invo lved mm e than

recogn iz ing tha t he was not fi t to en ter ta in the famous Teacher. As a man under the

authority of his superiors and with authority over 100 men himself, he could also
r e c o g n i z e a n d u n d e r s t a n d t h e a u t h o r i t y h e s a w i n J e s u s . " J u s t S AY T H E W O R D , a n d
s e r v a n t w i l l b e h e a l ^ ^ F o r i n d e e d , _ I _ a m _ a m a n u n d e r a u t h o r i t y w i t h s o l d i e r s u n d e r

m e ; a n d 1 s a y t o t h i s o n e , . _ ' G o | * a n d h e g o e s ; a n d t o _ a r w t h e r, " C o m e ? ' a n d h e c o m e s ;
a n d t o m y s l a v e , " . D o t h i s ? * a n d h e d o j r e i t . H e r e i s a p e r f e c t e x a m p l e o f t h e

^ renowned discipl/i/'^f the Roman atmy. All the way down the chain of command from the
E m p e r o r i n R o m e , t h e c e n t u r i o n o b e y e d o r d e r s . W h e n h i s s u p e r i o r s s p o k e , h e o b e y e d .
H e e x a c t e d t h e s a m e o b e d i e n c e f r o m t h o s e u n d e r h i s c o m m a n d , a n d a l l o w e d n o b a c k t a l k !

O n l y a s a w e 11 - d i s c i p 1 i n e d m a n h i m s e l f , h a d h e e a r n e d t h e r i g h t t o c o m m a n d o t h e r s .

T h i s i n t e l l i g e n t m a n s h r e w d l y s a w t h e t h e c a i p e n t e r o f

N a z a r e t h . I n t h e p e a s a n t Te a c h e r . t h e c e n t u r i o n s a w i m m e n s e a u t h o r w h o s e s o u r c e

w a s n o t i n C s e s a r b u t i n t h e r e a l S o v e r e i g n o f a l l t h e u n i v e r s e . P e r h a p s h e h a d h e a r d

Jesus say on one occasion: "tlk'caCT do rtothino on av own ^thority...! seek not my own

w i l l b u t t h e w i l l o f H i m w h o _ 5 e n t _ M e . " W i t h s u c h a u t h o r i t y a c o m m a r r r i w i t h a w o r d w a s

e n o u g h , a n d o r d e r s w o u l d b e i n s t a n t l y o b e y e d . D o e s n ' t t h i s t e l l u s a l o t a b o u t t h a t
c e n t u r i o n . H e w a s h u m b l e , y e s , b u t n o t w i t h a g r o v e l l i n g , b r e a s t - h e a t i n g , n e g a t i v e

p sort of spirit. His humility was born of true self-discipline. ■ .ho under his
p lace i n t he scheme o f t h ings . I n t he p resence o f D i v ine au tho r i t y he was ready to

say: "You command. I obey! You are the supreme Cnmmanriet-T I am fvur servanfri What
you order is right, jjf accept^^ithout question. SAY THE WORD!" In a day like ours,
w h e n a l l i t V t i i q g , a n d w h e n k n a v e s w a n t t o r u l e l i k e

W kings, and when kings often seem to be trpmhl^ng in their hoots because of self-
d o u b t s . . . h o w r e a s s u r i n g a n d c o m f o r t i n g f o r u s C h r i s t i a n s t o fi n d o u r s e l v e s i n t h e

p r e s e n c e o f t h e O n e a b o u t w h o s e a u t h o r i t y t h e r e c a n b e n o d o u b t a s w e a r e r e m i n d e d h y

t h i s c e n t u r i o n a n d w h o s a w a n d u n d e r s t o o d a n d a t £ g | i i E d t h a t A u t h o r i t y I A n d f o r u s

t o o , t r u e h u m i l i t y a l l o w s u s t o r e c e i v e t h e p o w e r o f G o d i n t o o u r l i v e s .



■ r ' j t u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e
a u t h o r i t y o f J e s u s i s a p e r f e c t p i c t u r e o f f a i t h . F o r f a i t h i s t h e u n c o n d i t i o n a l

a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e a b s o l u t e a u t h o r i t y o f o u r s o v e r e i g n G o d . S a v i n g f a i t h i n - f c t w ?
. - -t-^ji iik^lLi4i -TtT Jesus Christ is the unquestioning surrender to Him^and acceptance of iix^Uiu

t e r m s o f s a l v a t i o n o f f e r e d t o u s i n t t R ? G o s p e l .
y /

a■ Jesus "marvelled at hiii" and said to th^^rowd, not
êven in Israel have I found such faith." Here is the thiĵ  opirnon expressed about

t h a t c e n t u r i o n . T h e J e w i s h e l d e r s h a d s a i d , " H e _ i 5 _ _ H o r t h y. " H e h i m s e l f h a d a d m i t t e d ,

" 1 a m n o t _ w o ^ r t h y . " J e s u s m a r v e l l e d , " i f h a y g ' - n e v e r s e e n a m a n w i t h s u c h f a i t h ! " I n

o n l y o n e o t h e r p l a c e w a s i t s a i d t h a t J e s u s m a r v e l l e d . I n N a z a r e t h , " H i s o w n
c o u n t r y , " H i s o w n r e l a t i v e s a n d c l o s e f r i e n d s i n a s t o n i s h m e n t a s k e d q u e s t i o n s a b o u t

H i s a u t h o r i t y b u t r e f u s e d t o a c c e p t i t . I n s t e a d t h e y t o o k o f f e n s e a t H i m , s o t h a t " H e

c o u l d d o n o m i r a c l ^ t h e r e e x c ^ t t h a t H e l a i d _ H i s h a n d s u p o n a f e w s i c k p e o p l e a n d

h e a l e d _ t h e m " a n d " h e j n a ^ e H e d a t t h e i r u r t i e l i e f . " ( M a r k 6 : 5 - 6 ) B u i h e i e i n C a p e r n a u m

a f o r e i g n e r w h o l a c k e d t h e h i s t o r i c a l e x p o s u r e t o G o d ' s r e v e l a t i o n a n d p r o v i d e n c e

w h i c h t h e J e w s h a d , d e m o n s t r a t e d w h a t t h e M a s t e r w a s l o o k i n g f o r a m o n g H i s o w n p e o p l e .

H e w a s a s t o n i s h e d t o fi n d i t i n a R o m a n s o l d i e r . H e r e w a s t h e f a i t h J e s u s i s a l w a y s

l o o k i n g f o r i n e v e r y o n e .

b. SAY THE WORD entreated the centurion used to hearing qrders bai ked loud and

c lear. "Wi th ange ls and sp i r i t s to obey Your word and run sw i f t l y a t Your command.
Y o u c a n f u l fi l f r o m a d i s t a n c e a l l t h e g o o d p l e a s u r e o f Y o u r w i l l . T h e r e i s t h e n n o

n e e d t h a t Yo u s h o u l d c o m e t o m y h o u s e ; o n l y c o m m i s s i o n o n e o f t h o s e a n g e l s o f h e a l i n g ,

w h o w i l l e x e c u t e s p e e d i l y t h e e r r a n d o f g r a c e a n d p o w e r o n w h i c h Yo u s h a l l s e n d h i m . "

( T r e n c h , p . 1 4 1 ) " S A Y _ T M | _ . W O R D " i s n o t o n l y a p o w e r f u l r e c o g n i t i n n o f R o d ' s
sovere ion tv. i t i s a l so a mode l o rave r fo r those who accep t tha t Lo rdsh ip . I n a day

^□f doubts and questionings, feelings of inadequacy and insecurity. the man nf faith
c a n a l w a y s s a y t o f h o c ^ q p r o m o r n m m a r t r t o r - n f a l l t h e U n i v e r s e ! " S AY T H E W O R D . " W h e n

p u n y e a r t h l i n g s c a n c o m m a n d t h e r a d i o w a v e s t o m a n e u v e r s a t e l l i t e s ( d i l l i o n s o f m i l e s
o u t i n s p a c e , h o w m u c h m o r e A l m i g h t y R o d w h o c r e a t e d a l l t h i n g s ' . We i e n o t " t h e w o r l d s

J, »^re framed by_ the Word pf_tod?" (Heb. ^^:3)

T h e G o d w h o s a i d i n t h e b e g i n n i n g , " L e t t h e r e b e fi g h t " a n d " t h e r e w a s l i g h t "

w a s a s k e d b y t h a t c e n t u r i o n , " S AY T H E W O R D , a n d _ l e t s e r v a n t b e h e a l e d . " H e r e w a s
^ the prayer that "expects great th ings f rom Rod and receives great th ings fi '^m

goclJI.. . for the servant was healed instantly, completely, by DIVINE ,RD10TE. CONTROL!
" F a i t h i s ^ t h e a s s u r a n c e o f t h i n g s h q p ^ f o r , t h e c o n v i c t i o n o f t h i n g s n o t s e e n . "
( H e b . 11 : 1 ) E v e n t o d a y w e t o o c a n p r a y : " S AY J T H E W D R D j 0 L o r d , _ a n d _ h e a l t h a t _ s i _ c k

l o v e d p n e _ i n t h e h p ^ i t a i l " " S AY T H E W O R D , 0 L o r d , a n d b r f n g h a r m o n y a n d j j n i t y a n d
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peace to a troubled world!" "S^AY_ THE WORDj Q Lord, §^nd bring_pardon, _and peace and
power into my heart and life!" "SftY THE WORD. Q Lord and bring comfqrtj or guidance,

or„rebuke, or strength to pur__ho_me5,.. our businesses, our.loved, ones far away!" "SAY
JHE WORDj^^O J_qrdj and bring renewal and growth and great.joytp Thy church here and
a r o u n d t h e w o r l d ! " L e t t h e S a v i o u r m a r v e l a t t h e f a i t h o f H i s p e o p l e t o d a y, a n d

p e r f o r m y > e m i r a c l e s a s H e d i d i n C a p e r n a u m !

CphCj jySIQN How the wor ld today needs Chr is t ia i i^who l ike that centur ion couple good
w i l l b e t w e e n t h e m s e l v e s a n d m e m b e r s o f t h e i r h o u s e h o l d s a n d t h e i r n e i g h b o r s w i t h a

s u r e f a i t h i n t h e s o v e r e i g n a u t h o r i t y o f B o d ! W h e n w e r e c o g n i z e i n J e s u s t h e p o w e r t o

h e a l , t h e p o w e r t o s a v e u s f o r e t e r n i t y , t h e p o w e r d e r i v i i i g f r o m t h e s u p r e m e a n d
a b s o l u t e R u l e r o f t h e u n i v e r s e , w e c a n r e m a i n c a l m a n d s u r e a n d u s e f u l i n a w o r l d f u l l

o f d o u b t s a n d v a c i l l a t i o n a n d c h a l l e n g e s t o a u t h o r i t y o f e v e r y k i n d . H e a l o n e h a s t h e

^ right to I "ĵ SAY Jt-E HtfflD" and heal the ills of a sick world. May we have the humble
f a i t h o f t h a t c e n t u r i o T J t o b e H i s i n s t r u m e n t s t o a c c o m p l i s h m i r a c l e s i n n i i r t i m e '

1 0 1 T h i s i s M y F a t h e r ' s W o r l d

3 6 8 M y H o p e i s B u i l t o n N o t h i n g L e s s

< ^ 0 8 J e s u s T h y B o u n d l e s s L o v e t o M e

8 7 ' » 7 w o r d s

6 / 1 3 / 7 1 C h o n j u

9 / 2 5 / B 8 C a n t o n

S p r i n g 8 8 M o n t r e a t P r a y e r M e e t i n g
l O / l ' t / 9 0 H o t S p r i n g s

l O / l i t / 9 0 W a l n u t

1 0 / 2 8 / 9 0



Second lesson: yBo you see this woman?"
Deal kindly with the erring, Oh, do not thou forget.
However dalkly stained by sin. He is thy brother yet.

Heir of the selfOsame heritage. Child of the selfOsarae God,
He hath but stunbled in thepath Thouiiast in weakness ti*od.

Deal kindly with the erring: Ihou yet mayst lead him back.
With holy words and tones of love, from misery's track

Forget not thou has often sinned. Ana sinfulyet must be:
Deal kindly with the erring one. As God has dealt with Thee.

St .)rny of Harry Ironside

Parable /itĵ n a Parable Luke 7:36-50
John Newton lived to 82...old converted sea captain.,"What

shallthe old Africa blasphemer stop while he can still
speak? "JKy memory is nearly gone, but I remember two
things: 'That lama great sinner, and that Christ is a
g r e a t S a v i o r . ' "

Woman wept... sorrow for herpast, gratitude for forgiveness,
love for the One who touched and healed her deepest needs.
Happiness because of acceptnahce into family csf God tho
r e j e c t e d b y s o c i e t y.

Parable ...28 words in original, .both simple and absurd.

Do you see this woman? Simon thought he did...saw a notorious
wretch who ad broken laws of God and was stain on society.
He saw sinner, Jesus saw a penitent and pardoned sinner
Simon saw outcast, Jesus saw child of God
Simon sav.' her on road to hell, Jesus on road to eaven.
Jesus tunned toward her, Simon wanted to turn back on her.

D e m o n s t r a t i v e l o v e i s t h e v i s i b l e e v i d e n c e t h a t a w o r k o f t h e
Holy Spirit involving repentance, forgiveness, and love

as been going on, and should go on, in every true Christ ian
w h o i s b o r n o f t h e s o i r i t .

Jesus saw her s in, of course, bui loved her, forgave her, and
accepted herdevot ion of which her act ions at the banquet
t ab l e we re c l ea r ev i dence , ^esus ca l l ed t ha t uncond i t i ona l
a c c e p t a n c e FA I T H ,

Go into peace,, , into a new l i fe, a new future, a new joy, a nev
inne r peace tha tpasses a l l unde rs tand ing . D id she l a te r
b e c o m e o n e o f H i s a t t e n d a n t s .

IVo lessons: Our Iwe for God does not rer^t uponthe size or b£
badness, or numer of our sins...but upon ou: awareness and
convict ion of s in and of the gracious forgivenss we have
r e c e i v e d .

I



L o v e C o v e r s a M u l t i t u d e o f S i n s I'OjiilyH
T e x t : " 7 : 4 7

S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g ; L u k e 7 : 3 6 - 5 0

Each s i r r i ng a pancake race a t t he o iney Church nea r Cambr idge , Eng land p rese rves
a n a n c i e n t c u s t O T n . T h e l a d i e s o f t h e p a r i s h r a c e f r o m t h e c e n t e r o f t o w n t o t h e
c h u r c h fl i p p i n g p a n c a k e s . A t t h e s e r v i c e t h e w i n n e r i s a n n o u n c e d f o l l o w e d b y
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l s i n g i n g o f " A m a z i n g G r a c e , " w r i t t e n t w o c e n t u r i e s a g o b y a f o r m e r
pastor, John Newton. His mother died when he was seven, at eleven Newton sailed
a s a s e a m a n o n h i s f a t h e r ' s s h i p t o b e g i n a l i f e o f r e b e l l i o n a n d d e b a u c h e r y
h e l p i n g c o l l e c t s l a v e s o n t h e W e s t A f r i c a n c o a s t . L a t e r h e b e c a m e c a p t a i n o f
h i s o w n s l a v e s h i p a n d a p a r t o f t h a t c r u e l a n d v i c i o u s t r a d e . B u t a f t e r a t e r
r i b l e s t o r m h e b e g a n t o r e a d T h o m a s a K e m t p i s ' " I m i t a t i o n o f C h r i s t " a n d w a s l e d
o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t t o a c c e p t C h r i s t a s S a v i o u r . F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s h e c o n t i n u e d
as a slave captain, trying to improve conditions as much as possible anieven
h o l d i n g w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s f o r h i s h a r d e n e d c r e w. B u t t h e L o r d o p e n e d h i s e y e s t o
t h e i n h u m a n a s p e c t s o f t h i s w o r k a n d h e b e c a m e a s t r o n g c r u s a d e r a g a i n s t s l a v e r y .
H e r e t u r n e d t o E n g l a n d , m a r r i e d h i s c h i l d h o o d s w e e t h e a r t , s t u d i e d f o r t h e m i n i s
t r y , a n d w a s s t r o n g l y i n fl u e n c e d b y e v a n g e l i s t G e o r g e T ^ i t e fi e l d a n d t h e W e s l e y
b r o t h e r s . H e w a s o r d a i n e d i n t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d a f t e r h a v i n g d i f fi c u l t y fi n d
i n g a b i s h o p w h o w o u l d l o o k a t h i m b e c a u s e o f h i s p a s t r e c o r d , , . n o t u n l i k e t h e
a t t i t u d e o f S i m o n t h e P h a r i s e e i n t o d a y ' s S c r i p t u r e . B u t J o h n N e w t o n b e c a m e a n
i n fl u e n t i a l p a s t o r , o f t e n p r e a c h i n g i n p u b l i c h a l l s t o g r e a t c r o w d s g a t h e r e d t o
h e a r " t h e O l d C o n v e r t e d S e a C a p t a i n . " S h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s d e a t h a t 8 2 s o m e o n e
s u g g e s t e d t h a t h e c o n s i d e r r e t i r e m e n t b e c a u s e o f f a i l i n g h e a l t h , e y e s i g h t a n d
m e m o r y. N e w t o n r e p l i e d : " W h a t ! S h a l l t h e o l d A f r i c a b l a s p h e m e r s t o p w h i l e h e
can st i l l speak?" On another occasion before h is death^he procla imed wi th a
loud vo i ce du r i ng a message , "My memory I s nea r l y gone , ' ' bu t I r emember two
things: 'That I am a great sinner, and that Christ is Ji great Savior!*"
Those v;ords admirably reflect the message of Luke 7. T'hat chapter'rec6V(Ss "Jesus
h e a l i n g t h e s l a v e o f a R o m a n c e n t u r i o n , r e s t o r i n g l i f e t o t h e o n l y s o n o f a p o o r
w i d o w i n N a i n , a n s w e r i n g t h e d o u b t s o f J o h n t h e B a p t i s t b y t e l l i n g h i s m e s s e n -
q e r s ; " n r > r e n n r t - f r . . T n h n w h a l - v n u h a v t . h > . « r ; t h e b l i n d r e c e i v e
Sight- the lame walk, the lepers ap cleanse,^. ^ the deaf hear^

:th^_g^-r_haYi_tiieGQSPe_l nreached to them." Now verse 36 relates howJesus was invited to dinner by Simon, a Pharisee who had not accepted Jesus, but
w a s c u r i o u s t o k n o w m o r e a b o u t H i m . . . a n d w e a r e r e m i n d e d t h a t G o d h a s u s e d c u r
i o s i t y a l l t h e w a y f r o m J a c c h a e u s t o K o r e a n s a b o u t u s t o d a y a s a w a y t o b r i n g
p e o p l e t o C h r i s t . J e s u s a c c e p t e d . . . p r o v i n g H i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o a s s o c i a t e n o t o n l y
w i t h d e s p i s e d o u b l i c a n s a n d s i n n e r s b u t a l s o w i t h s e l f - r i g h t e o u s P h a r i s e e s .

A s J e s u s a c c o r d i n g t o c u s t o m r e c l i n e d a t t h e t a b l e , a w o m a n c a m e a n d s t o o d b e h i n d
H i m a t H i s f e e t . I t w a s n o r m a l f o r a l l k i n d s o f p e o p l e t o c r o w d i n t o s u c h a f
f a i r s t o l i s t e n t o t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n o f t h e i n v i t e d g u e s t s , e s p e c i a l l y i f a d i s
t i n g u i s h e d v i s i t o r s u c h a s J e s u s , w a s p r e s e n t . . . i n f a c t a l a r g e c r o w d o f t h i s s o r t
w a s c o n s i d e r e d a c o m p l i m e n t t o t h e h o s t . B u t t h i s w o m a n w a s o n e f r o m w h o m t h e
r e s t r e c o i l e d , a n d S i m o n w a s e m b a r a s s e d a n d u p s e t . L u k e s a y s s i m p l y s h e w a s a
s inner. S imon ca l led he r a s inner. Jesus d id too , say ing , ^ j j h^J^a re
manv." The account clearly implies that she was a bad character, of lo^^rlora^',
m i x e d u p w i t h t h e v e r y w o r s t e l e m e n t s i n t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d e v e r y b o d y k n e w i t .

L u k e , p e r h a p s i n t e n t i o n a l l y , l e a v e s s o m e f a c t s t o o u r i m a g i n a t i o n , a n d o n e o f
t h e m i s t h a t J e s u s m a y h a v e e n c o u n t e r e d t h i s w o m a n p r e v i o u s l y a n d o f f e r e d h e r
[forgiveness^ Today, T am deliberately taking that position^ Some have tried to
i d e n t i f y h e r w i t h M a r y o f B e t h a n y w h o a n o i n t e d J e s u s b e f o r e H i s p a s s i o n o r w i t h
M a r y M a g d a l e n e , b u t t h e w e i g h t o f e v i d e n c e i s t h a t s h e w a s a n o t h e r u n - n a m e d w o m
a n . / ^ M y r e a s o n f o r a c c e p t i n g t h e v i e w t h a t s h e h a d a l r e a d y a c c e p t e d t h e M a s t e r ' s
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forgiveness is strengthened by the fact that when she heard He was at Simon's
house she came fully prepared witht her perfume to demonstrate her love for Him.

S tand ing a t H i s f ee t , she ove rcome w i t h deep emo t i on . . . so r row fo r he r pas t ,
gratitude for forgiveness, love for the One who had touched and healed her deep
est needs, happiness because of acceptance into the family of nod altV^ough socie
ty still rejected her. VThile the incensed Simon watched, she did four things.
S h e w e t J e s u s * f e e t w i t h h e r t e a r s . S h e w i p e d t h e m w i t h h e r h a i r . S h e k i s s e d
H i s f e e t , S h e a n o i n t e d H i s f e e t w i t h t h e n e r f u m e . t ^ i l e s o m e o f t h i s w a s i n
a c c o r d w i t h l o c a l c u s t o m , i t w a s s t i l l a s p e c t a c u l a r d e m . o n s t r a t i o n o f a f f e c t i o n
and sure ly S imon was not the on ly one ask ing quest ions. He was s i len t e i ther
from courtesy or because he was speechless with astonishm.ent, but Jesus knew ex
a c t l y w h a t w a s g o i n g o n i n h i s m i n d :
w h o a n d w h a t s o r t o f p e r s o n t h i s w o m a n Ts w h o i s t o u c h i n g H i m , t h a t S h e i s a
flinnftr-" assumed that he knew more about the woman than Jesus did, whereas
t h e t r u t h w a s t h a t J e s u s a c t e d a s h e d i d b e c a u s e H e k n e w m o r e , S i m o n w a n t e d t o
t r e a t J e s u s a s a " f a k e " u n t i l p r o v e d o t h e r w i s e , r a t h e r t h a n a s L o r d u n t i l p r o v e d
a " f a k e . " H e w a s t o l e a r n s h o r t l y t h a t J e s u s w a s n o t o n l y a n r o n h e t , b u t m o r e
than a proohet, . .One who had power on earth to_.. forg, iye s ins.

J e s u s b r o k e t h e s i l e n c e : " S i m o n . T h a v e 3 o m e t h J j i g L J t o s 3 y _ - t O - ! Z fl l I j " P i m o n r e p l i e d ,
.. . revealing enough respect to use the title ^abbi." Jesus re-

iateda^Tarabonc jewel of only 28 words in the original, including the punch
l i n e q u e s t i o n . " A m o n e v - l e u d e r h a d t w o d e b t o r s . S ? 9
N e i t h e r c o u l d p a v s o h e f o r g a v e t h e m b o t h . r u r r . I n v P t h a m n n e v ^

" T h e s t o r y i s b o t h s i m p l e a n d a b s u r d . " M o n e y - l e n d e r " w o u l d i m m e
dia te ly con jure up the same k ind o f loan-shark w i th wh ich the wor ld is s t i l l a f
flicted. . .the kind of person who would never write off a loan no matter how small
B u t S i m o n f e l l i n t o t h e t r a p , a b s u r d a s i t w a ^ - . . " W h v n f m n - r g e t h p p u p w h . ^ m H p

J e s u s h a d H i s o w n k i n d l y h u m o r, c o m p l i m e n t i n g S i m o n f o r h i s
b r i l l i a n t a n s w e r , " Y o u h a v e j u d g e d c o r r e c t l y . "

That fatal admission gave Jesus the opportuni ty to make His point . Verse 44
paints an intriauing picture. "Tu^in^toward^yj^i^jvomai^, He said to Simyn, ADd.vnn wnman?*^ What a loa^eT^ques^TorTTT^fllSlLSfi-AEIZSafflaC?^^^^^
though t he d i d . . . he saw a no to r i ous w re t ch who had b roken t he l aws o f God and was
a s t a i n o n s o c i e t y . . . a n u n t o u c h a l b e , a l e p e r , c e r t a i n l y n o t w o r t h y t o t o u c h O n e
v7ho made c la ims to be the p romised Mess iah , the Son o f God . He saw a s inner,
b u t J e s u s s a w a p e n i t e n t a n d p a r d o n e d s i n n e r * H e s a w a n o u t c a s t , b u t J e s u s s a w
a c h i l d o f G o d . H e s a w h e r o n t h e r o a d t o h e l l , b u t J e s u s s a w h e r a l r e a d y i n
h e a v e n . J e s u s t u r n e d t o w a r d t h e w o m . a n , S i m o n w a n t e d t o t u r n h i s b a c k o n h e r .

J e s u s a n s w e r e d H i s o w n q u e s t i o n , m a k i n g i t p l a i n t h a t S i m o n d i d n o t r e a l l y s e e
t h e w o m a n a t a l l . " V r . n t t i a t ^ o b o w a s h m v f e ^ t " . . . a c o m m o n c o u r t e s y i n
t h o s e d a y s w h e n o p e n s a n d a l s l e f t f e e t h o t a n d d i r t y. . . b u t s h e w e t m y ^ e e t w i t h
h e r t e a r s a n d w i p e d t h e m w i t h h e r h a i r . c o m
mon greeting we see on TV between Arab dionTtarTe^TTbutsTie^as continuously
k i s s e d m y f e e t . . . t h e s i g n o f l o w l i e s t h o m a g e . . . a n d a v e r y o l d c u s t o m i n d o i n g
obeisance to a political or religious ruler. "You did not anoint Mv head with

. u s u a l l y p r o v i d e d i n a b u n d a n c e b y a h o s t f o r h i s q u e s t s . . . a n d v j e a r e r e m i n d
ed~'0^ famil iar words, "Thnn anointp'^t mv wO-h ni l ."—hut she has anointed
m . y f e e t w i t h p r e c i o u s p e r f u m e . v Te s u s c o n c l u d e d H i s r e b u k e w i t h t h e w o r d s o f
v e r s e 4 7 ; " F n r r e s s n n T s a v t o v n u■ h e r s i n s w h i c h a r e m a n y , h a v e b e e n
f o r g i v e n , f o ^ ^ h ^ ^ l o v e d j j u c l ^ b u t h e v ; h o i s f o r g i v e n l i t t l e , l o v e s T i t t l e . "

T h e s e h a v e b e e n c o n t r o v e r s i a l w o r d s b e c a u s e g r a m m a t i c a l l y t h e y s e e m t o a f fi r m
t h a t t h e w o m a n ' s f o r g i v e n e s s w a s p . ; ^ r n p d b y h e r l o v e . T h i s w o u l d f a i l t o fi t t h e
p o i n t o f J e s u s * p a r a b l e h e r e a n d i s c o n t r a r y t o a l l t h e t e a c h i n g s o f J e s u s a n d
t h e N e w . T e s t ^ i m e n t e l s e w h e r e . " B v o r a g p v n n s a y s P a u l . G o d ' s l o v etaxes t t ^ i n i t i a t i ve i n b r ing ingus to repen tanceTsays John , The las t ha l f o f



- 3 -

t h e v e r s e s a y s , w h o i s f n r a i v e n m n e h . I p Y S S T T I U c h , " s o t h e p a r a l l e l i n t h e
fi r s t p a r t s h o u l d b e , " H e w h o i s f o r g i v e n m u c h , l o v e s m u c h . " H a d J e s u s s a i d
t h a t H e w o u l d h a v e s p a r e d u s a l o t o f s c h o l a r l y a r g u m e n t . Y e t H e d i d n o t . T h e
N e w E n g l i s h B i b l e r e a d s : " A n d s o . T h e l l v n u■ h e r g r e a t l o v e n r n v e s r h a h h ^ r
m a n y s i n s h a v e b e e n f o r g i v e n . " P h i l l i p s ' p a r a p h r a s e s a y s , " T h i s i s w h v I t e l l
vmijF^imon.that her sins, manv as thev are, are forgiven; fnr she has shown ineg r t m u n h l o v e . " T h e s e t w o a t t e m p t s t o r e s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m , w h i l e t r u e t o t h e
t e a c h i n g o f S c r i p t u r e e l s e w h e r e , r e a l l y d i s t o r t t h e c l e a r n r e e k t e x t .

I t h i n k t h a t t h e r e a l a n s w e r i s t h a t w h e r e a s o u r h u m a n m i n d s l o v e a l o g i c a l t e m
p o r a l s e q u e n c e , a c t u a l l y i n t h e s p i r i t u a l w o r l d t h a t o r d e r i s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y
t r u e . I n t h e c a s e o f t h i s w o m a n , a n d p r o b a b l y i n m o s t c a s e s , p e n i t e n c e a n d f o r
giveness and love are inter-mingled and inseparable. The situation irjf^imon's
h o u s e t h a t d a y , t h e p a r a b l e o f J e s u s , a n d t h e w o r d s o f v e r s e 4 7 t e a c h u s t h a t
demonst ra t ive love is the v is ib le ev idence that a work o f t ^ je Ho ly Sp i r i t in
v o l v i n g a s i m u l t a n e o u s e x e r c i s e o f r e p e n t a n c e , f o r g i v e n e s s , a n d l o v e h a s b e e n
g o i n g o n , a n d s h o u l d g o o n , i n e v e r y t r u e C h r i s t i a n w h o i s b o r n o f t h e S p i r i t . . .
juit as every new-born babe coming into the world develops physical, social and
mental processes^simultaneously to develop as a normal human being,

svv.'̂
J e s u s t h e n s p o t e t o t h e w o m a n : j o y t h a t
reassurance must have brought to SS^"poor^Jomai^^?^^7teTiaBused by her neighbors^,
S a d l y t h e o t h e r g u e s t s w e r e s t i l l s p i r i t u a l l y b l i n d a n d d e a f , m u t t e r i n g a m . o n g
t h e m s e l v e s , " M i o _ _ i s ^ j ^ i ^ m a n w h o e v e n f o r g i v e s s i n * ? " T h e y c o u l d n o t g r a s p w h a t
that woman had already acceptet^T^TTer^TT^e was nne who really saw her, loved

^ o ^ ? 5 v e h e r , a n d a c c e n t e d h e r d e v o t i o n o f w h i c h h e r a c t i o n s a t t h e b a n q u e t
w e r e c l e a r e v i d e n c e . J e s u s c a l l e d t h a t a c c e p t a n c e f a i t h :
v o u . C T o i n n e a c e . " T h i s i s t h e f a i t h t h a t c o n t i n u e s t o s a v e t h e i g n o r a n t , t h e
d i s e a s e d , t h e p o o r , t h e d e p r i v e d , t h e d e p r e s s e d i n o u r w o r l d . , . o f t e n l o n g b e f o r e
they come t o a mo re ma tu re unde rs tand ing o f a l l t ha t t he Word o f God t eaches us
a b o u t t h e n a t u r e o f G o d a n d H i s w a y s o f d e a l i n g w i t h H i s w o r l d . " G o i n n e a c e .■ .
pyung-ahn-h i ka - la " . . . ac tua l l y "go ^n to^peace"V. . in to a new l i fe , a new fu tu re .
a new j j y and peace. Cou ld th is poor woman have become one o f the band o f women
men t i oned a coup le o f ve rses l a te r who a t t ended the needs o f Jesus and v /hose
p r a y e r a n d d e d i c a t i o n a n d w i t n e s s h e l p e d f o u n d t h e fi r s t c e n t u r y c h u r c h ?

S o m e o n e h a s c a l l e d t h i s p a s s a g e " A p a r a b l e w i t h i n a p a r a b l e " w i t h e s s e n t i a l l y
two messages: ^^^^warenes^o^Go^^^^O£^Wgjjg^sljgul^^jjgijjg^gj^gggj^^j^ongt^Jov^^

H i m . ' ( 2 ) n n w C n d c - h n n l r t r A t i Q P n g t n i - P a l l v s e e
T h e fi r s t l e s s o n t e l l s u s t h a t o u r l o v e f o r G o d , d e m o n -

strateoDyaevcTionanS obedience and service, does not rest upon the magnitude
o r m u l t i t u d e o f o u r s i n s . . . i t m . a k e s n o d i f f e r e n c e w h e t h e r t h a t w o m a n w a s a g r e a t
e r s i n n e r t h a n S i m o n t h e P h a r i s e e o r v i c e - v e r s a ; b u t u p o n o u r a w a r e n e s s o f s i n
a n d o f t h e g r a c i o u s f o r g i v e n e s s w e h a v e r e c e i v e d . I t i s n o t t h a t t h e p r o d i g a l
son was a worse offender than his elder. . .but that ' "J i^cametoJi ims^l f , " where
a s h i s b r o t h e r n e v e r d i d . T ' h a t w o m a n h a d c o m e t o h e r s e l f , b u t S i m o n h a d n o t .
" S o m e t i m e s i t s e e m s h a r d e r f o r t h e r e s p e c t a b l e p e r s o n t o d o t h i s t h a n f o r t h e
n o t o r i o u s s i n n e r ; p r i d e s t a n d s i n t h e w a y o f f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n a n d c o n f e s s i o n . "
( I B 1 4 5 ) To s c r i b e s a n d p h a r i s e e s J e s u s s a i d , " T h e t a x c o l l e c t o r s a n d t h e h a r l o t s
g o i n t o t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d b e f o r e v o u . " . . . s o m e t h i n g f o r e v e r y C h r i s t i a n t o p o n d e r

T h e o t h e r l e s s o n r e q u i r e s u s t o s t r i v e t o a n s w e r p o s i t i v e l y t h a t p i e r c i n g q u e s
t i o n : " D p y o u s e e t h i s w o m a n ? "

' D e a l k i n d l y w i t h t h e e r r i n g , o h ! d o n o t t h o u f o r g e t .
H o w e v e r d a k k l y s t a i n e d b y s i n . H e i s t h y b r o t h e r y e t .
n H e i r o f t h e s e l f - s a m e h e r i t a g e , C h i l d o f t h e s e l f - s a m e G o d ,

H e h a t h b u t s t u m b l e d i n t h e p a t h T h o u h a s t i n w e a k n e s s t r o d .
D ^ a l k i n d l y w i t h t h e e r r i n g : T h o u y e t m a y s t l e a d h i m b a c k ,W i t h h o l y w o r d s a n d t o n e s o f l o v e . F r o m m r s d r y ' s e r r i n g t r a c k .

F o r g e t n o t t h o u h a s o f t e n s i n n e d , A n d s i n f u l y e t m u s t b e :
Deai k in j fd ly wi th the err ing one. As God has deal t j ) wi th thee."' T a v l n r 2 2 4
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"Do you see this woman?" In the throngs on the street, the bus stat ion, the
m a r k e t t h e a t h l e t i c s t a d i u m , t h e h o s p i t a l v ^ a i t i n q r o o m , t h e s c h o o l g r o u n d s
and. . .yes, . . the churches o f 'Korea. . .may Sod he lp us to see the people in the i r
n e e d , t h e i r p a i n , t h e i r s i n . . . n o t w i t h e y e s o f r e p r o a c h o r r e j e c t i o n a s d i d t h a t
Pharisee, but with the eyes of Jesus who and loved."" forgave and accepted.

W h e r e c r o s s t h e c r o w d e d w a y s o f l i f e , W h e r e s o u n d t h e " c r i e s o f r a c e a n d c l a n ,
Above the noise of selfish strife. We hear Thy voice, 0 Son of Man.^

I n h a u n t s o f w r e t c h e d n e s s a n d n e e d , O n s h a d o w e d t h r e s h o l d s d a r k w i t h f e a r s ,
F r o m p a t h s w h e r e h i d e t h e l u r e s o f g r e e d , W e c a t c h t h e v i s i o n o f T h y t e a r s .

From tender chi ldhood's helplessness, From woman's gr ief , man's burdened to l l ,
F r o m f a m i s h e d s o u l s , f r o m s o r r o w ' s s t r e s s . T h y h e a r t h a s n e v e r k n o w n r e c o i l .

O M a s t e r , f r o m t h e m o u n t a i n s i d e , M a k e h a s t e t o h e a l t h e s e h e a r t s o f p a i n ;
Among these rest less throngs ab ide, O t read the c i ty 's s t reets aga in . "

D u r i n g h i s m i n i s t r y i n S a n F r a n c i s c o , D r . H a r r y I r o n s i d e w a s i n v i t e d b y a g r o u p
o f S a l v a t i o n A r m y w o r k e r s t o g i v e h i s t e s t i m o n y o n a s t r e e t c o r n e r . H e s p o t t e d
a w e l l d r e s s e d m a n w h o h a d t a k e n a c a r d f r o m h i s . n o c k e t a n d l a t e r p o l i t e l y h a n d
ed it to him. Inside it read: "Sir, I challenge^^fe to debate with me the ques
t i o n ' A g n o s t i c i s m v e r s u s C h r i s t i a n i t y ' i n t h e A c a d e m y o f S c i e n c e H a l l n e x t S u n
d a y a t 3 : 0 0 P. M . " I r o n s i d e A c c e p t e d t h e c h a l l e n g e o n t w o c o n d i t i o n s : " F i r s t l y ,
you must br ing one man who was a 'down and outer ' . . . someone who for years was
u n d e r t h e p o w e r o f e v i l h a b i t s f r o m w h i c h h e c o u l d n o t d e l i v e r h i m s e l f , b u t w h o
o n s o m e o c c a s i o n e n t e r e d o n e o f y o u r m . e e t i n g s , h e a r d y o u r g l o r i fi c a t i o n o f a g n o s
t i c i s m a n d d e n u n c i a t i o n s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , a n d a s a r e s u l t r e s o l v e d , ' H e n c e f o r t h ,
I t o o a m a n a g n o s t i c ? ' a n d w e n t a w a y w i t h a n e w p o w e r t o l i v e a n u n r i a h t l i f e
and become an asse t to soc ie ty. Second ly, you mus t b r ing one woman who was once
a poor wrecked, char ter less outcast , a s lave of ev i l pass ions and the v ic t im of
m a n ' s c o r r u p t l i v i n g . . . w h o h e a r i n g y o u r m e s s a g e o f a g n o s t i c i s m p r o c l a i m e d , ' T h i s
i s j u s t w h a t I n e e d t o d e l i v e r m e f r o m t h e s l a v e r y o f s i n ! ' a n d m o v e d t o a c l e a n
v i r t u o u s h a p p y l i f e a s a n a g n o s t i c . N o w, " s a i d I r o n s i d e , " I f y o u w i l l b r i n g
those two people, I promise to meet you with at least 100 men and women who have
lived in just such si nfnl degr;a^?tiop- but who have been gloriously saved through
b e l i e v i n g t h e g o s p e l w h i c h y o u r i d i c u l e . "

Turning to the Salvation Army Captain, he asked, "Captain, have you any who could
go w i t h me to such a mee t i ng? " The rep l y : "We can g i ve you , 4 0 a t l eas t f r om
this on^. corps, and we will give you a brass band to lead the procession!" "Fine*,'
s a i d D r . I r o n s i d e , " N o w , s i r , I w i l l h a v e n o d i f fi c u l t y p i c k i n g u p 6 0 o t h e r s f r o m
v a r i o u s m i s s i o n s , g o s p e l h a l l s , a n d c h u r c h e s o f t h i s c i t y , a n d w e w i l l c o m e i n
process ion wi th the band p lay ing, 'Onward Chr is t ian So ld iers ' and I w i l l be
r e a d y f o r t h e d e b a t e ! " T h e a g n o s t i c s m i l e d w r y l y , w a v e d h i s h a n d a s i f t o s a y
in sur render, "No; t :h ing do ing! " and s lunk away f rom the crowd. (Roice 174) .t n - i t T « e i - ; o v c V i V i - r - T f t v. . - i u ' f d a u j j U ' h e / "
"Her sins, which are many, have been forgiven. for she loved m!uch. whp^

l o v e ^ ^ l i ^ ^ l e ^ . "
O t h e r v e r s e s o f " A m a z i n g O r a c e " w r i t t e n b y N e w t o n .

' [ ' L i ' , '

q. The Lord has promised good to me. His Word my hope secures;^ He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

2 . Ye s , w h e n t h i s h e a r t a n d fl e s h s h a l l f a i l , a n d m o r t a l l i f e s h a l l c e a s e ,
I s h a l l p o s s e s s w i t h i n t h e v e i l , a l i f e o f j o y a n d p e a c e .

3 T h e e a r t h s h a l l s o o n d i s s o l v e l i k e s n o w , t h e s u n f o r b e a r t o s h i n e ;
B u t G o d , w h o c a l l e d m e h e r e b e l o w , w i l l b e f o r e v e r m i n e .

4 \ \Tien we ' ve been the re ten thousand yea rs , B r i c^h t sh in ing as the sun
We ' v e n o l e s s d a y s t o s i n g G o d ' s p r a i s e T h a n w h e n w e fi r s t b e g u n .



U H E N C A L A M I T Y W A R N S

S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g ; L u k e 1 3 : 1 - 9

Text: "Except you repent, you shall all l ikewise perish." (Luke 13:3)

A preacher was once asked why the parable, such as Jesus used, has such

persuasive power over people. He replied, "I will explain this by a parable."
I t h a p p e n e d o n c e t h a t T r u t h w a l k e d a b o u t t h e s t r e e t s a s n a k e d
as his mother bore him. Natural ly, people were scandal ized and
wouldn't let him into their houses Whoever saw him got fright
ened and ran away.

And so as Truth wandered through the streets brooding over his
t roubles he met Parable. Parable was gai ly decked out in fine
clothes and was a sight to see. He asked, 'Tel l me, what is
t h e m e a n i n g o f a l l t h i s ? W h y d o y o u w a l k a b o u t n a k e d a n d
look ing so woebegone? '

Truth shook his head sadly and replied, 'Everything is going
downh i l l w i th me , b ro the r. I ' ve go t ten so o ld and dec rep i t t ha t
e v e r y b o d y a v o i d s m e . '

'What you're saying makes no sense, ' said Parable. 'People are
not giving you a wide berth because you are old Take me, for
instance, I am no younger than you. Nonetheless, the older I
g e t t h e m o r e a t t r a c t i v e p e o p l e fi n d m e . J u s t l e t m e c o n fi d e a
secret to you about people. They don' t l ike th ings p lan and bare
b u t d r e s s e d u p p r e t t i l y a n d a l i t t l e a r t i fi c i a l . I ' l l t e l l y o u
what . I w i l l l end you some fine c lo thes l i ke m ine and you ' l l
s o o n s e e h o w p e o p l e w i l l t a k e t o y o u . '

T r u t h f o l l o w e d t h i s a d v i c e a n d d e c k e d h i m s e l f o u t i n P a r a b l e ' s
beaut i fu l c lo thes. And lo and behold [ People no longer shunned
h i m b u t w e l c o m e d h i m h e a r t i l y . S i n c e t h a t t i m e T r u t h a n d P a r a b l e
dare to be seen as inseparable companions, esteemed and loved by
a l l .

When Jesus taught His disciples and the multitudes who quickly gathered around,
there was much give and take as He was interrupted by questions which He always
answered. On one such occasion someone in the crowd reported to Him a recent atrocity
in Jerusalem, where their blood had mingled with the blood of sacrifices being offered
t h e r e . . . a h o r r i b l e a f f a i r t h a t h a d s h o c k e d t h e n a t i o n . N o d o u b t t h o s e h o t - h e a d e d a n d

v io l en t l y pa t r i o t i c Sa l i l eans had been p lo t t i ng aga ins t t he Roman gove rnmen t whose

a g e n t s c a u g h t t h e m a s t h e y o f f e r e d s a c r i fi c e s i n t h e t e m p l e . A s i n t h e c a s e w i t h
t o t a l i t a r i a n g o v e r n m e n t s e v e n t o d a y, r e t a l i a t i o n w a s s w i f t , b r u t a l , a n d b l o o d y. Ye t

whoever to ld Jesus about th is d id so wi th the impl ica t ion that sure ly those Gal i lea^ is

must have been ter r ib le s inners to have per ished in such appal l ing fashion. The Jews

r e g a r d e d s i c k n e s s , t r a g e d y a n d m i s f o r t u n e a s t h e j u s t d e s e r t s f o r s o m e k i n d o f s i n .



a

B u t J e s u s ' a n s w e r s u r p r i s e d t h e m : " I t e l l v o u . n o . b u t , u n l e s s v o u r e p e n t , v o u

w i l l a l l l i k e w i s e p e r i s h . " H e w e n t o n t o r e m i n d H i s l i s t e n e r s o f a n o t h e r r e c e n t e v e n t

a l l m u s t h a v e k n o w n a b o u t , n o t a m a n - m a d e t r a g e d y, b u t w h a t s o m e w o u l d c a l l a n " a c t o f

G o d . " " Y o u k n o w t h e o t h e r d a y t h e t o w e r o f S i l o a m f e l l a n d k i l l e d e i g h t e e n p e o p l e .

D o v o u t h i n k t h e y w e r e w o r s e s i n n e r s t h a n t h e t h o u s a n d s o f o t h e r s l i v i n c i n J e r u s a l e m

w h o w e r e n o t i n j u r e d . . . W h y n o I E x c e p t v o u r e p e n t , v o u s h a l l a l l l i k e w i s e p e r i s h . "

W h i l e r e c o g n i z i n g t h e h o r r i b l e n a t u r e o f t h e s e c a l a m i t i e s , J e s u s r e f u s e d t o a c c e p t t h e

v e r d i c t t h a t t h e v i c t i m s w e r e n e c e s s a r i l y g r e a t s i n n e r s . O n a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n w h e n a

b l i n d m a n w a s b r o u g h t b e f o r e H i m a n d H e w a s a s k e d , " W h o s i n n e d , t h i s m a n o r h i s

p a r e n t s ? " J e s u s r e p l i e d , " N e i t h e r , b u t i t w a s i n o r d e r t h a t t h e w o r k s o f G o d m i g h t b e

d i s p l a y e d i n h i m . " S o , o n t h i s o c c a s i o n o u r L o r d u s e d t h e s e c a l a m i t i e s t o w a r n t h a t

a n y o n e w h o f a i l s t o r e p e n t o f s i n f a c e s f a r g r e a t e r t r a g e d y , " E x c e p t y o u r e p e n t , v o u

s h a l l a l l i k e w i s e p e r i s h . "

W h e n c a l a m i t i e s t a k e p l a c e , t h e r e i s a l w a y s t h e t e m p t a t i o n t o a s k " W h y ? " W h e n

t h e i n n o c e n t s u f f e r a s a r e s u l t , w e c a n n o t h e l p b u t a s k t h i s q u e s t i o n , a n d i t i s

a l w a y s a t e s t o f o u r f a i t h a n d c o n fi d e n c e i n G o d ' s p r o v i d e n c e . B u t J e s u s o n t h i s

o c c a s i o n k n e w t h a t H i s h e a r e r s w e r e t h i n k i n g t h a t t h e v i c t i m s o f c a l a m i t y w e r e

u n u s u a l l y w i c k e d s i n n e r s . H e t w i c e d e c l a r e d . . . " N o . i t i s n o t f o r y o u t o r e g a r d t h e s e

e v e n t s a s i n d i c a t i o n o f g r e a t s i n o n t h e p a r t o f t h o s e w h o w e r e v i c t i m s . . . w h a t y o u

n e e d t o r e m e m b e r i s t h a t s u c h c a l a m i t i e s w a r n y o u t o r e p e n t o r y o u w i l l a l s o p e r i s h 1 "

I f J e s u s w e r e h e r e w i t h u s t o d a y . H e w o u l d s a y : " W h e n 3 7 m e m b e r s o f t h e n a v y s h i p

S t a r k w e r e k i l l e d i n s t a n t l y b y a m i s s i l e i n t h e P e r s i a n G u l f , o r w h e n 2 9 p e r i s h i n a

t o r n a d o i n W e s t Te x a s . . . o r s o m e o t h e r c a l a m i t y s t r i k e s , t h a t i s n o t a n o c c a s i o n f o r

p o i n t i n g a c c u s i n g fi n g e r s a t o t h e r s , b u t t o r e g a r d t h e m a s w a r n i n g s t o u s t h a t i f w e
d o n o t r e p e n t o f s i n , w e w i l l l i k e w i s e p e r i s h .

T o c l a r i f y t h i s p o i n t , J e s u s g a v e a n i l l u s t r a t i o n , o n e o f t h o s e l i t t l e s t o r i e s

w h e r e T r u t h i s c l o t h e d i n t h e b e a u t i f u l g a r m e n t s o f P a r a b l e . H e t o l d o f a m a n

p l a n t i n g a fi g t r e e i n h i s v i n e y a r d . P a l e s t i n e v i n e y a r d s a r e o f t e n p l a n t e d o n
t e r r a c e d h i l l s i d e s w h e r e t h e r e i s p l e n t y o f s u n s h i n e b u t l i t t l e u s a b l e s o i l . O n s u c h

s t e e p t e r r a i n t h e r e i s o f t e n c o n s i d e r a b l e u n u s e d s p a c e b e t w e e n t h e r o w s o f g r a p e
v i n e s . O n s u c h a t i n y c o r n e r o f l a n d t h e f a r m e r p l a n t e d a fi g t r e e h o p i n g t o g e t a

s m a l l a d d i t i o n t o h i s u s u a l c r o p . I n P a l e s t i n e t h e c l i m a t e w a s s u c h t h a t fi g t r e e s

o f t e n b o r e t w o c r o p s a y e a r .

F o r t h r e e y e a r s t h e o w n e r c a m e l o o k i n g f o r fi g s a n d c o u l d fi n d n o n e . S o h e

c a l l e d h i s v i n e d r e s s e r o r t e n a n t a n d s a i d : " F o r t h r e e y e a r s I h a v e l o o k e d f o r f r u i t o n

t h i s t r e e a n d fi n d n o n e . C u t i t d o w n . . . w h y u s e t h i s s p a c e f o r a w o r t h l e s s t r e e w h e n

« T T r T . " 3 £ • s / e ' L ' O / t u g c o n ' i . o £ g u g u - i y C L g r u o A ' d r i v - g r c o - ' C . o n T J ! c n « 3 u ' n i
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w e c o u l d p l a n t s o m e t h i n g e l s e t h a t w o u l d b e m o r e p r o fi t a b l e ? " P r e s u m a b l y t h e r e w a s n o

n o t i c e a b l e d e f e c t o r d i s e a s e i n t h e fi g t r e e . . . i t s o n l y f a u l t w a s f a i l u r e t o p r o d u c e

fi g s w h i c h i s t h e o n l y p u r p o s e f o r w h i c h a fi g t r e e e x i s t s . H e n c e t h e o w n e r w a s

p e r f e c t l y j u s t i fi e d i n o r d e r i t s d e s t r u c t i o n .

B u t t h e a t t e n d a n t b e g g e d f o r a n o t h e r c h a n c e . M a n y a g a r d e n e r w h o h a s t o i l e d o v e r

s low-producing tomato v ines wi l l keep work ing desperate ly in the hope that h is labors
w i l l n o t h a v e b e e n i n v a i n a n d h e c a n p r o d u c e a c r o p . S o t h i s a t t e n d a n t p l e a d e d ;

" G i v e i t a l i t t l e m o r e t i m e a n d a n o t h e r c h a n c e . I ' l l w o r k t h e g r o u n d a r o u n d i t w e l l

a n d p u t o n m o r e f e r t i 1 i z e r . . . l e t ' s s e e i f w e c a n m a k e i t p r o d u c e . O t h e r w i s e w e w i l l

d o a s y o u s a y a n d c u t i t d o w n a n d d e s t r o y i t . " J e s u s l e f t u s g u e s s i n g a s t o h o w t h e

s t o r y e n d s , b u t t h e a s s u m p t i o n i s t h a t t h e o w n e r a l l o w e d t i m e f o r t h a t fi g t r e e t o

p r o d u c e s o m e f r u i t .

W h y d i d J e s u s t e l l a l i t t l e s t o r y a b o u t f r u i t b e a r i n g w h e n H e h a s j u s t d e c l a r e d

t w i c e : " E x c e p t v o u r e p e n t , y o u s h a l l a l l l i k e w i s e p e r i s h ? " T h e a n s w e r i s t h a t t h e r e

i s a d e fi n i t e c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n r e p e n t a n c e a n d f r u i t b e a r i n g . W h a t w a s w r o n g w i t h t h e

fi g - t r e e ? S i m p l y , i t h a d n o f r u i t ' . O t h e r w i s e i t w a s a h e a l t h y p l a n t , t h e l e a v e s w e r e

l a r g e a n d g r e e n , t h e r e w a s n o d i s e a s e o r m a l f o r m a t i o n . B u t t h e r e w a s n o f r u i t , a n d

t h e o n l y r e a s o n a fi g t r e e s h o u l d b e a l l o w e d t o e x i s t i s t o p r o d u c e f r u i t . T h e p o i n t

o f t h i s s i m p l e p a r a b l e i s t o e m p h a s i z e t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f b a r r e n n e s s . T h e r e i s o n l y

o n e t h i n g t o d o w i t h a b a r r e n fi g t r e e : c u t i t d o w n a n d b u r n i t u p !

J e s u s w a s s p e a k i n g t o J e w s , G o d ' s c h o s e n p e o p l e . T h e y w e r e a p r i v i l e g e n a t i o n

a n d a l l o w e d t o l i v e i n a s u n n y s p o t i n G o d ' s w o r l d . J e s u s ' t e a c h i n g o n t h i s o c c a s i o n

i n n o w a y d e n i e d t h a t s o m e t i m e s G o d s e n d s c a l a m i t i e s t o p u n i s h f o r s i n . . . a n d t h e r e w a s

a m p l e p r o o f o f t h a t i n t h e h i s t o r y o f H i s p e o p l e w h o f o r t h e i r d i s o b e d i e n c e a n d

t u r n i n g a w a y f r o m G o d h a d b e e n d e f e a t e d b y e n e m i e s , c a r r i e d i n t o c a p t i v i t y a n d i n

o t h e r w a y s s u f f e r e d t h e w r a t h o f G o d . B u t h e r e H e t a u g h t t h a t c a l a m i t i e s a r e n o t

n e c e s s a r i l y i n d u c e d b y t h e s i n s o f t h e i r v i c t i m s , b u t a r e w a r n i n g s t o a l l o f u s t h a t
u n l e s s t h e r e i s r e p e n t a n c e w e a l l f a c e d i s a s t e r , a n d t h e e v i d e n c e o f r e p e n t i n g i s

f r u i t - b e a r i n g . T h a t fi e r y p r e a c h e r , J o h n t h e B a p t i s t , i n c a l l i n g f o r r e p e n t a n c e h a d

a l r e a d y s a i d s o m e t h i n g s i m i l a r : " B r i n g f o r t h f r u i t i n k e e o i n o w i t h v o u r

r e p e n t a n c e . . . t h e a x e i s a l r e a d y l a i d a t t h e r o o t o f t h e t r e e ; e v e r y t r e e t h e r e f o r e

t h a t d o e s n o t b e a r g o o d f r u i t i s c u t d o w n a n d t h r o w n i n t o t h e fi r e . " ( M a t t h e w 3 : 8 - 1 0 )

T h i s w a s e x a c t l y w h a t t h e o w n e r o f t h e v i n e y a r d w a n t e d t o d o w i t h t h e fi g t r e e . W h a t

l e s s o n s a r e h e r e f o r u s t o d a y ?

I . WE OCCUPY A SUNNY SPOT. I f any na t i on was eve r f avo red by God i t i s Amer i ca .



We may be problems, we may have our dark hours, we may have our critics, but in our
t ime more than any na t ion on ea r th we occupy a sunny spo t . We have vas t na tu ra l

r e s o u r c e s i n a b u n d a n c e , s e c u r e b o r d e r s , o p p o r t u n i t y f o r d e v e l o p m e n t , a s t a b l e

government, freedoms unknown in most of the rest of the world. Our mixture of peoples
from many lands has produced a cu l ture r ich in in te l l igence and creat iveness. Best o f

a l l s ince the found ing o f our na t ion , God has g ran ted Chr is t ian men and women the

p r i v i l ege o f mo ld ing ou r way o f l i f e . And we who wo rsh ip t h i s morn ing a re he i r s o f
t h e i r f a i t h i n G o d , t h e i r a c c e p t a n c e o f H i s w o r d a s t h e i r r u l e o f f a i t h a n d p r a c t i c e ,

a n d t h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o f o l l o w C h r i s t a s S a v i o r a n d L o r d . T r u l y " t h e l i n e s h a v e

f a l l e n u n t o u s i n p l e a s a n t p l a c e s , a n d w e h a v e r e c e i v e d a g o o d l y h e r i t a g e . "

W h i l e w e c a n s a y t h i s o f o u r n a t i o n , l e t u s t h i n k n o w o f o u r c h u r c h a n d o f

o u r s e l v e s . W e a r e a p r i v i l e g e d p e o p l e . G o d h a s s e e n fi t t o b r i n g u s u p i n a

C h r i s t i a n s o c i e t y . H e h a s a l l o w e d u s t o h a v e f r e e a c c e s s t o H i s W o r d i n o u r h o m e s a l l

o u r l i v e s , H e h a s g i v e n u s b e a u t i f u l c h u r c h e s a n d f u r n i s h e d G o d - f e a r i n g S u n d a y S c h o o l

t e a c h e r s a n d p a s t o r s a n d o t h e r l e a d e r s . L i k e t h e fi g - t r e e o f t h e p a r a b l e , o r t h e J e w s

i n t h e i r P r o m i s e d L a n d , w e o c c u p y s u n n y s o i l .

I I . WE ARE EXPECTED TO PRODUCE FRUIT. Wi th our roo ts in sunny so i l , God expec ts

g o o d f r u i t . P r i v i l e g e a n d a d v a n t a g e d e m a n d c o r r e s p o n d i n g e x e r c i s e o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
a n d a c c o u n t a b i l i t y t o t h e O n e w h o h a s p l a n t e d u s h e r e . A s t h e m o s t p r i v i l e g e d n a t i o n

o n e a r t h , G o d w a n t s o u r n a t i o n t o p r o d u c e g o o d f r u i t f o r t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d . I n

m a n y w a y s w e h a v e d o n e s o . W e h a v e t r i e d t o p r o t e c t t h e f r e e d o m s o f o t h e r p e o p l e . W e
h a v e s e n t m a s s i v e a i d i n t i m e s o f f a m i n e a n d d i s a s t e r . W e h a v e t r i e d t o s h a r e o u r

k n o w - h o w i n s c i e n c e a n d i n d u s t r y . T h e s a m e c a n b e s a i d o f t h e C h u r c h . . . s h e t o o h a s

s e n t m i s s i o n a r i e s w i t h t h e G o s p e l o f s a l v a t i o n , a n d a s s i s t e d C h r i s t i a n b r o t h e r s a n d

s i s t e r s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . I a m n o t o n e t o b e a t o u r b r e a s t s f o r f a i l u r e s b e c a u s e w e

h a v e i n m a n y w a y s a c t e d r e s p o n s i b l y w i t h a l l t h e p r i v i l e g e s w e e n j o y.

Y e t w e m u s t n o t i g n o r e o u r f a i l u r e s . S o m u c h h a s b e e n l e f t u n d o n e . S o m a n y

e x a m p l e s o f c r i m e a n d i m m o r a l i t y a n d s e l fi s h n e s s h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d b a r r e n n e s s r a t h e r
t h a n f r u i t - b e a r i n g . W h e n w e b r i n g t h e p o i n t J e s u s w a s m a k i n g t o b e a r u p o n o u r s e l v e s ,

w h e r e i t i s m o s t a p p l i c a b l e , d o e s o u r f r u i t b e a r i n g d e m o n s t r a t e r e p e n t a n c e ? A p p l y t h i s

t o o u r o b s e r v a n c e o f t h e 1 0 c o m m a n d m e n t s f o r i n s t a n c e . E v e r y t i m e w e r e p e n t o f o u r

f a i l u r e t o o b s e r v e o n e o f t h o s e c o m m a n d m e n t s a n d t u r n a r o u n d 1 8 0 d e g r e e s ( w h i c h i s

w h a t r e p e n t a n c e m e a n s ) w e s h o u l d a u t o m a t i c a l l y p r o d u c e f r u i t . " T h o u s h a l t n o t b e a r

f a l s e w i t n e s s a g a i n s t t h y n e i g h b o r " s a y s t h e c o m m a n d m e n t . . . i f w e a r e t r u l y s o r r y f o r

t e l l i n g l i e s o r c o n c e a l i n g t h e t r u t h . . . t h e f r u i t w i l l b e s p e a k i n g w h a t i s t r u e a n d

h e l p f u l a n d r i g h t e o u s . " T h o u s h a l t n o t k i l l , c o m m i t a d u l t e r y , s t e a l , c o v e t " s a y o t h e r



c o m m a n d m e n t s . . . r e p e n t i n g o f h o w w e h a v e s i n n e d i n t h o s e m a t t e r s s h o u l d p r o d u c e

c o n v e r s e l y t h e f r u i t o f t r u l y l o v i n g o n e a n o t h e r a s C h r i s t h a s c o m m a n d e d . I a m n o t

t h e k i n d o f p r e a c h e r w h o p o i n t s fi n g e r s a n d d e n o u n c e s s i n s i n o t h e r s . . . ! l e a v e i t t o

y o u t o e x a m i n e y o u r o w n h e a r t s a n d s e e w h e t h e r y o u r w a y o f l i f e , y o u r o b e d i e n c e t o

G o d ' s c o m m a n d m e n t s , y o u r f r u i t - b e a r i n g i s e v i d e n c e o f t h e r e p e n t a n c e w h i c h w a r r a n t s

c o n t i n u i n g t o l i v e i n t h e s u n n y s p o t G o d h a s g i v e n y o u . A r e y o u a h e a l t h y l o o k i n g

p l a n t . . . b u t w i t h n o f r u i t ?

I I I . U I E TO O C A N L I K E W I S E P E R I S H . T h e t h r e a t o f t h e o w n e r o f t h e v i n e y a r d t o t h e

v i n e d r e s s e r w a s t o c u t d o w n t h e v i n e . J e s u s t a u g h t t h a t w h e n w e h e a r o f c a l a m i t i e s

i n v o l v i n g o t h e r s , i t i s t i m e t o h e e d G o d ' s w a r n i n g o f w h a t h a p p e n s w h e n t h e r e i s n o

r e p e n t a n c e a n d h e n c e n o f r u i t - b e a r i n g A p p l i e d t o a n a t i o n , t h i s m e a n s t h a t a n a t i o n

w h i c h f o r g e t s G o d a n d f a i l s t o e x e r c i s e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y p r o p o r t i o n a t e t o p r i v i l e g e s

r e c e i v e d c a n p e r i s h . . . t h i s h a p p e n e d o f t e n i n h i s t o r y a n d c o u l d e v e n h a p p e n t o t h e

U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a . A p p l i e d t o a c h u r c h , i t c o u l d m e a n t h a t w h e n s h e f o r s a k e s

t h e W o r d o f G o d , o r w a n d e r s o f f i n t o t h e w a y s o f t h e w o r l d , s h e l o s e s h e r m o r a l a n d

s p i r i t u a l l e a d e r s h i p a n d i n fl u e n c e i n s o c i e t y a n d b e c o m e s j u s t a n o t h e r s o c i a l c l u b
d e v o i d o f s p i r i t u a l p o w e r . B u t e s p e c i a l l y w e s h o u l d a p p l y w o r d s o f J e s u s t o o u r o w n

h e a r t s a n d l i v e s .

When our l i ves have no f ru i t they are as use less to our Master as that fig t ree

w a s t o t h e v i n e y a r d o w n e r . I n J o h n 1 5 , J e s u s a l s o t a u g h t t h i s t o H i s d i s c i p l e s .

" E v e r y b r a n c h i n M e t h a t d o e s n o t b e a r f r u i t . H e t a k e s a w a v ; a n d e v e r y b r a n c h t h a t

b e a r s f r u i t . H e p r u n e s i t . t h a t i t m a y b e a r m o r e f r u i t . " W h a t i s t h e f r u i t G o d w a n t s ?

I t is l i ves that show we have renounced s in and turned to r ighteousness, put o ff the

old man and put on the new man, no longer slaves of Satan but now behaving as children

of God. The consequences of f ru i t lessness are dreadful . . .and every t ime our newspaper

head l ines some te r r ib le ca lami ty we shou ld see i t as another o f God 's warn ings tha t

u s e l e s s n e s s i n v i t e s d i s a s t e r . . . o n e t h a t i s e t e r n a l .

IV. WE ARE OFFERED A SECOND CHANCE. In the parable of Jesus, the vinedresser

asked the owner to g ive the fig- t ree ano ther chance . He p romised to d ig a round the

t r e e , p u t o n f e r t i 1 i z e r. . . h o p i n g f o r f r u i t t h e n e x t s e a s o n . I b e l i e v e G o d i s t r e a t i n g
us the same way. He is both the owner and the cu l t ivator o f His v ineyard. He is the

One who is anxious for frui t . So He patient ly works with us as a good gardener works

w i t h h i s p l a n t s . I l i k e t o t h i n k t h a t i n a g r i c u l t u r a l t e r m s G o d i s d o i n g t h r e e

t h i n g s :
1 . He prunes o f f the dead branches , the p laces w i th d isease, the un love ly

o n e s , b y s e n d i n g a d v e r s i t y i n t o o u r 1 i v e s . . . s i c k n e s s , d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , f a i l u r e s ,



acc idents . . . these are t imes tha t he lp us prune away the th ings tha t don ' t mat te r and

concentrate upon receiving our strength from God alone.

2 . H e d i g s a r o u n d o u r s o i l . H e s h o w s H i s c a r e , H i s l o v e , H i s d e s i r e t o

make i t possib le for us to l ive f ree and happy l ives. He pul ls out the weeds and the

s tones tha t re ta rd g row th . H i s merc ies neve r cease , H i s l ov ingk indness i s cons tan t .

He provides the soi l of His word in which we can be frui t ful .

3 . H e p r o v i d e s a l i f e - o i v i n g n u t r i e n t , j u s t a s t h e v i n e d r e s s e r p r o v i d e d

f e r t i l i z e r . T h a t l i f e - g i v i n g e x t r a i s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t o f a l l . . . H i s o w n S p i r i t w h o

imparts the l i fe of Jesus Chr ist Himsel f to us, so that we may bear f ru i t .

C O N C L U S I O N . W h y d o e s G o d c o n t i n u e t o s p a r e u s w h e n o t h e r s a r e v i c t i m s o f

a c c i d e n t o r s i c k n e s s o r m a j o r c a t a s t r o p h e ? A r e w e a n y b e t t e r t h a n t h e n e i g h b o r k i l l e d

last n ight in a wreck, or the chi ld str icken wi th an incurable disease? Who knows but

w h a t w e w i l l b e n e x t v i c t i m s o f c a l a m i t y . " T h e L o r d i s n o t s l o w a b o u t H i s p r o m i s e , a s

s o m e c o u n t s l o w n e s s , b u t i s p a t i e n t t o w a r d v o u . n o t w i s h i n g f o r a n y t o p e r i s h b u t f o r

a l l t o c o m e t o r e o e n t a n c e . " ( I I P e t e r 3 : 9 ) To d a y H e i s g i v i n g n o t o n l y t h e s e c o n d ,

b u t r e p e a t e d c h a n c e s t o r e p e n t a n d t o b r i n g f o r t h i n o u r l i v e s r i c h r i p e f r u i t f o r H i s

g lory. But we can be sure that the a l ternat ive for us is the same as for the fig t ree
w h i c h t o t h e e n d f a i l s t o p r o d u c e f r u i t . . . t h a t i s , t o b e c u t d o w n a n d d e s t r o y e d , a f t e r

w h i c h t h e r e i s n o f u r t h e r c h a n c e . O n l y b y t h e m e r c y o f G o d d o a n y o f u s s u r v i v e , b u t

w h e n G o d p u t s u p t h e s e w a r n i n g s i g n s , l e t u s r e m e m b e r t h a t w h a t H e i s l o o k i n g f o r i s

f r u i t . " N o , I s a y u n t o v o u . e x c e p t v o u r e p e n t , y o u s h a l l a l l l i k e w i s e p e r i s h ! "

5 / 3 1 / 8 7 B o s t i c

5 / 3 1 / 8 7 D u n c a n ' s C r e e k

3 / 1 3 / 8 8 R i d g e v i e w

1 1 / 6 / 8 8 C a n t o n
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T h e P a r a b l e o f t h e O o o d F a t h e r , I I
r

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : L u k e 1 5 : 1 1 - 3 2

Te x t : " H i s f a t h e r c a m e o u t a n d b e g a n e n t r e a t i n g h i m . " L u k e 1 5 : 2 8 a

S o m e o f u s a r e o l d e n o u g h t c r e m e m b e r w h e n w e c o u l d h a r d l y w a i t f o r t h e n e x t c o p y
o f t h e C h r i s t i a n O b s e r v e r ( n o w d i s c o n t i n u e d ) o r t h e S a t u r d a y F v e n i n g P o s t ( b e f o r e
t h e y r u i n e d i t ) t o r e a d a n o t h e r i n s t a l l m e n t o f a " c o n t i n u e d s t o r y . " A b r i e f s y n o p
s i s a l w a y s t o l d w h a t w e n t b e f o r e . * 1 a y b e w e w o u l d l i k e o u r s t o r y t o e n d w i t h
v e r s e 2 4 , b u t t h e r e i s a n i m p o r t a n t s e c o n d i n s t a l l m e n t b e s t u n d e r s t o o d w i t h t h e
fi r s t i n m i n d . R e m e m b e r v ; e t l i o u g h t o f t h e p r o d i g a l , h i s r e b e l l i o n . h i s n Q n e n t a n o e .
and especially his restoration where'l^the fathe^^lnad never ceased to love him, took
t h e i n i t i a t i v e t o w e l c o m e h i m b a c k , r e s t o r e d h i m t o a l l t h e r i g h t s a n d p r i v i l e g e s
of sonship, and rejoiced over the son who was dead and come tc life again, lost and
f o u n d a g a i n .

"They becran to he merry." Music and dancing, shouts of joy, fr iends and neighbors
coming and go ing , servants hus t l ing about serv ing tab les . . .unprecedented re jo ic ing
i n t h e f a t h e r ' s h o u s e . I n t h e m i d s t o f a l l t h i s t h e e l d e r s o n c a m . e i n f r o m t h e
fi e l d , a s i g n i fi c a n t f a c t i n i t s e l f . A l t h o u g h t h e r e w e r e m a n y s e r v a n t s , t h e e l d e s t
son was at work. He was obedien-^.to his father, diligent, conscienti ous. He was
n o s l a c k e r b u t p u l l e d h i s f u l l s h r e o f t h e l o a d e v e n t h o u g h i - h < = > w a s
a c t u a l l y h i s b e c a u s e t h e y o u n g e r b r o t h e r h a d t a k e n h i s s h a r e . T h e e l d e r b r o t h e r w a s
w o r k i n g u n t i l n i g h t - f a l l , s e t t i n g a g o o d e x a m p l e t o a l l t h e o t h e r w o r k e r s .

H e w a s n o t o n l y d i l c r c n t b u t c a u t i o u s . H e a r i n g t h e c o m m o t i o n i n t h e h o u s e , h e d i d
n o t g o b a r g i n g i n . . . d i r t y , s w e a t y , a n d t i r e d t h a t h e w a s , b u t c a l l e d a s e r v a n t a n d
asked what was going on. Knowing his young master'5*,^'£Titudes, that servant chose
i l l s V i ' g r d s p e r h a p s h o p i n g t o i n fl u e n c e h i m t o j o i n r a t h e r t h a n r e j e c t t h e r e
jo ic ing : "Your b ro ther has come, and you i ; fa ther has k i l l ed the fa t tened ca l f , be
cause he has received him back safe and sound," Note the pronouns. Youy brother. . .
subtley imolying that the elder son should be enual1v elated over the prodigal's

- r e t u r n . Y o u r f a t h e r . . . i m p l y i n g a n o b l i g a t i o n t o . o b e y h i s f a t h e r ' s w i l l t h a t t h e r e
ibe a welcome with feasting and merriment, pe has received hira back safe and sound
. . . t h e a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g r e a s o n f o r t h e r e j c i c T n g .

D i d t h e o l d e r b r o t h e r r a c e i n d o o r s t o e m b r a c e h i s b r o t h e r ? N o i n d e e d ! H e v ; a s . f u r
ious and refused to go in. In a loud voice he roared with such hot-tempered words
that his father heard and came out to entreat him to come in an join the feasting.
Of course he was very tired, a point at which m.any of us react in the wrong way and
s a y t h i n g s w e s h o u l d n o t . B u t t h i s s o n h a d h i s o n L d e ! To r e i e e t h i s f a t h e r ' s i nvitation to enter v;as an insult, but no natter! All the pent-un reeentmentg! against
his younger brother came pushing out in a tirade of venomous language.

LookT for years—I—have served you, never neglecting
any, command of yours; yet you have never given r.e even a kid tn with my friends
Probably true. Faifhful,^, hardwerkipgr utterly donendabla to do even the
hardest and d i r t ies t jo^ in seedt ime or harvest no mat ter what the weather. H is

'tion^had been^builSn"̂ u^^^^ time feeling?; of rahgllinn ̂ nd disaatisfac-own father. .. "you never gave me# even a kid to have ?you^^
®re unfair, unnusi;, unloving >" The nrodioal had had sense enough to realize that
he alone was personally responsible for his troubles, but the elder son b1amp*d eveerv
one else except Iiifnggjf. . .the very one excluding himself from the merriment.

"But when this son of yoxuCOl came, who has
devoured youaj wealth with har lots, «ou. k i l led the fat tened
note the pronouns. He refused to claim the prodigal as a brother..."this son of
yours. No love for a blood brother, no fornivonnaa for his wayward ways, no joy at
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h i ^ r e t u r n . H e e v e n d i s p l a y s a n a s t v n i n d . . . t h i n k i n t g r i - h o w n r s t a b o u t h i s k i d b r o
t h e r w i t h t h e r e n a r k a b o u t h a r l o t s . N o m e n t i o n h a d b e e n m a d e o f t h i s , b u t t h e
c i d e r ' s i m a g i n a t i o n p r o d u c e d s u c h a c h a r g e . A n d a g a i n ,
b r i n g i n g u p a r e a l l y s o r e p o i n t a s e c o n d ^ M t h e f a t l - e n n r n a i f f o r
h i l ' < . " M a y b e t h a t w a s t h e l ^ s t s t r a y ; t h a t r e a l l y b r o u g h t o n t h e f f ) u t b u r s t o f r a a o .
For weeks he had been carefully tending thatf^^&i, feeding and fattening it up for
a s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n w h e n h e h i m s e l f v ; o u l d s i t i n t h e h o n o r e d p o s i t i o n o f e l d e r s o n
a t t h e b a n q u e t . B u t n o w l o o k ! Yo i S , t h o u g h t l e s s p a r e n t , w i t h o u t a w o r d t o a n d
i n d i s r e g a r d o f a l l t h e h a r d w o r k I p u t o n t h a t c a l f , h a v e u s e d i t t o f e a s t t h i s
s c k o u n d r a l ! " N o w o n d e r h e w a s h u r t , i n d i g n a n t , m a d a s a h o r n e t !

But the father was aj |^aclc^HJ and ®'atienjt with him. as with the other son, without
SdS^hln^vzhat the younger had done, nor c^ologfi-2in{^ for welcoming him home with
r e j o i c i n g . " M y c h i l d , " h e s a i d g e n t l y , u s i n g a n e n d e a r i n g t e r m o f a f f e c t i o n f a r
d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e o r d i n a r y v / o r d f o r " s o n " u s e d b y t h e o l d e r b r o t h e r , a n d l i k e l y t h e
way he had addressed him since early boyhood. always been with ^eT. and
a l l t h a t i s ^ v o u r ^ . " E v e n w i t h o u t a s p e c i a l f e a s t , y o u h a v e e v e r y d a y e n j o y
e d t h e b o u n t y o f m v t a b l e , a b s o l u t e s e c u r i t y . a n d k n o w i n g t h a t t h e e n t i r e e s t a t e n o w
b e l o n g s t o y o u . R u t w e h a d t o b e m e r r y , i t w a s n e c e s s a r y a n d fi t t i n g . . . v z h y ? B e c a u s e
t h i s b r o t h e r o f y o u r ^ . . . g e n t l y c o r r e c t i n g h i s s o n f o r r e f e r r i n g t o t h i s s o n o f y o u r s ?
. . . w a s d e a d a n d h a s b e g u n t o l i v e , w a s l o s t a n d h a s b e e n f o u n d . " V e r s e s 2 A a n d 3 2
seem almost ident ical , but one speaks of " th is son.of mine'^ and the other " th i j
b r o t h e r o f y o u r s . " T h e w o r d s p o i n t c l e a r l y t o t h e v e r t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e
p r o d i g a l , t h e s i n n e r , t o h i s f a t h e r , a n d t h e h o r i z o n t a l r e l a t - i n n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e
b r o t h e r f r o m t h e f a r c o u n t i r / a n d t h e b r o t h e r f r o m t h e - ^ a r fi p l d a t h o m e .

R e v i e w i n g t h i s s t o r y , a h e a £ l 9 c o u l d d i a a n o s e i m o o r t a n t f a c t s a b o u t t h e
llUdlU Ui Lay UlUUi JJlUUlbp, and HeTFl U1 Lli 'M

I f t 1 1 . I h a v e t o b e c a r e f u l h e r e . . . m y f a t h e r h a d 2
sons, and I am the eldest! Any resemblance to anyone here is purely coincidental !

. O u t w a r d l y h e d i d a l l t h e r i g h t t h i n g s a n d n o n e o f t h e
vzrong th ings, i ie was l ike the n i l lar o f the church, key c i t lTien of the communi ty,
and chairman of his service club. Yet like the Pharisees he gloried in being "good"
without realizinq^he niid^emental attitude in his heart with no desire to fnrgi vr-.
How much did that s&hctimonious attitude have to do with dj'ivina away the younger
bro ther to hng in w i th . ^eorae P-u t t r i ok quo tes f rom K in l ina 's "The Prod iga l Son" . . .

"My fa ther g looms and adv ises me,
' ' " y b ro the r su l ks and desp ises me.
M y m o t h e r c a t e c h i s e e s m e ,
T i l l I w a n t t o g o o u t a n d s w e a r . "

I ' T h a t v / o u l d h a v e h a p p e n e d h a d t h e n r o d i r r a l fi r s t m e t h i s o l d e r b r o t h e r r a t h e r t h a n
his father...would he have fled again to the far cpuntry?For all his faults. that
younger brother would have been a far more "fun" nerson to live with than the stodgyolder one. Like the Pharisee of Luke iiie- 'iiWlULUli 11! IIJ that he was right-

c n i A

. . . . _ " c r t d V o u v - o j f V i » < - x > i f kr a t h e r t h a n t h n i / a a i n a t i o n n i c t n r e d t h e
pussiule anc wrocc oir the younger brother as unvzorthv. doomed, deserving todie in the pig pen. Words such as those of the apostle Paul had never occured to

^Lovo,,,dpes not rejoice in unriahtennne^^ " It had -never occured to him thathe had any rPBpnnsihi 11ty to gn Innk for his younger brother and rescue him from
^ h s h o w e d t h e e v . o h o f t h e f a t , -

heard "v gee no evil, hear no evil, .soeak no evil." He not only saw,
o f ° £ t h a t b r o t h e r , b u t h i s h e a r t t o t a l l y l a c k e d a n y s i a nforgiveness, forgetting the past. No! "y brother is not worth loving, foraivinn.
3. ilt was enviou^ Kis brother got the fatte»e4oea3». He had worked hard for
years at home, and even fattened the calf himself. And then the younger brother got
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aU f-hp anndies! I am. the one who deserves r4-hp honnrf^ and rev/arfiR which you have
squandered on a party for this worthless fellow! Kow much of the elder brother'senvious spirit do we share. Someone else gets the Twards, the. credits, the Li ne-
^ 1 ah t fhe honors and we get left out... especial ly if v;e feer-\«7e have done all the
dir ty V70rk, In a society where many of our associates are cxtremelv
one younger, or more recently graduated from university, gets promoted "^or u8. .
l e t u s l o o k t o o u r s e l v e s f o r s i m i l a r d i a g n o s i s o f t h e s t a t e o f o u r h e a r t s .

c l i L C 7 i ' . J . . U i J U i l L r v a i « r . A soi| works out of loving' de^
six^tQ"nrieasf his~fatlier^ bu"t~'a serva^ij: works for pay^> for ^©war^. Paradoxically
i . 1 1 l i J J ^ l l i y l g

the younger b ro the r had been a se rvan t i n a o ia nen and became a t rue so
one who apparen t l y had a lways been a son , had the hear t o f a h i red man ,
b r o t h e r , l i k e t h e P h a r i s e e s , d i d n o r n n d p r - . ^ r ; ^ n d c o r 9 ' c ; r j - r ^ n n .
relation to his father on ach^^ement and merit

i r f t i

w h i l e t h e
T h e e l d e r

h i sH e w a s b a s i
s l e e k i n g r e w a r d f o r h i s r i g h t e o u s

d e e d s . H e h a d s e r v e d a n d o b e y e d . . . H e h a d n o m o r e o f a r e l a t i o n s h i p o f s o n s h i p - t o
h i s f a t h e r t h a n d i d t h e p r o d i g a l . H e h a d s t a y e d u n d e r t h e f a t h e r ' s r o o f b u t h a d n o t
e n t e r e d i n t o t h e s n i r i t o f s o n s h i p . H e s e r v e d f o r r e w a r d r a t h e r t h a n f o r l o v e o f
h i s f a t h e r . T h u s , h e c o u l d n o t u n d e r s t a n d t h e f a t h e r ' s i o y . w h i c h w a s t h e r e s u l t
not;^ of the younger hrothor"s achievement- |h»y|l nf the fact that he had once more
t a k e n s h e l t e r i n h i s l o v e - a n d h e c n m e a s n n . y f L R r " ' i l l e r 1 2 1 )

fM. tfc yas an tirigratefttl h'ea^ .
e v e r y d a y o f h i s l i f e . H e ' e n i o

e l d e r s o n h a d e a t e n w e l l a t h i s f a t h e r ' s t a b l e
r y d a y o f h i s l i f e . H e e n j o y e d a v / a r n h n m o . a r n m - F o - r i - a V. i o h n d a t n i g h t , l o v i n g

fami ly and devo ted -^nT-van f q Tnc^Pr>fi o f be ing g ra te fu l . he g rumb led because h is
b r o t h e r w a s f e a s t e d . T h o s e o f u s w h o h a v e a l w a y s b e e n C h r i s t i a n s , m u s t b e g r a t e f u l
t h a t w e h a v e b e e n s p a r e d t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e " f a r c o u n t r y " . T h e r e i s n o c a u s e
t o i ; o r r y t h a t w e h a v e m i s s e d s o m e t h i n g b e c a u s e v ; e c a n n o t t e s t i f y X o t h e e c s t a s y o f
a d r a m a t i c r e t u r n t o t h e f a t h e r ' s h o u s e a n d t h e r e j o i c i n g a t a w e l c o m e f e a s t , g o o d
a n d fi t t i n g a s ^ t h a t i s f o r t h o s e f o r w h o m i t i s a p p r o p r i a t e . W e s h o u l d g i v e t h a n k s
t o H o d t h a t w e h a v e b n n n c ; p ; = < r g d r h e fi l f h ; ^ n d . m d h u s k . ^ ; fi f . t h e p i g - p C n . H o w
m u c h b e t t e r o f f w o u l d t h a t e l d e r b r o t h e r h a v e b e e n h a d h e s a i d i n t h e w o r d s o f
J o h n M a s e fi e l d ;

" O C o d , T h o u k n o w e s t I ' m a s b l i n d a s h e .
A s b l i n d , a s f r a n t i c , n o t s o s i n g l e , v / o r s e .
O n l y T h y p i t y s p a r e d m e f r o m , t h e c u r s e .

" T h y p i t y , a n d T h y , m e r c y , G o d , d i d s a v e ,
T h y b o u n t e o u s g i f t s , n o t a n y g r a c e o f m i n e .
P rom a l l t h<^ i t f a l l s l ead ing t o t he g rave ,
P r o m , a l l t h e d e a t h - f e a s t s w i t h t h e h u s k s a n d s w i n e . " ( B u t t r i c k , p . 1 9 8 )

C e r t a i n l y J e s u s h a d t h e P h a r i s e e s i n m i n d , b u t h o w m u c h
o f ' n i m c a n w e s e e i n o u r s e l v e s ? " W h o i s t h i s e l d e r s o n ? " T h e q u e s t i o n w a s o n c e a s k e d
i n a n a s s e m b l y o f m i n i s t e r s a t E l b e r f e l d t ; a n d D a n i e l K r u m m a c h e j f m a d e a n s v 7 e r, " I
know him very wel l : I met him only yesterday." "Who is he?" they asked eagerly; and
he replied solemnly, "Myself^" He then explained that on the previous day, hearing
that a very gracious v is i tat ion of Cod's goodness had been received by a very i l l -
cond i t i oned man , he had f e l t no t a l i t t l e envy and i r r i t a t i on . " (Tay lo r 864 ) ,
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H e a r i n g o f t h e e l d e r s o n ' s r e t u r n
s h o u l d e r s s a y i n g , " H e ' l l g e t o v e r s u l k i n g

could have ordeig^a servant to bring him. in. Hut
f rom t i i c ; J i e iH , l i e cou lu i i a ve sn rugge
a n d c o m e i n ' : ; o g n i ^ y * P e
instead he left the table, made a special effort, "and went all the way (not just to
the door) outside to go out "and entreat hiif." Again a picture of Cod in .qon
willing to enter the world of Phariseps and receive them as He did Llcodcmus., or goto the home of publicans like Zflchrua. His heart is hin fnr th^ nrpflig;^! in
the pigpen and the p-m^-igr^i homc. /^CofT is nou nartialf.ff^irthermnrg Ho^ynggts



u s t o s h o w t h a t k i n d o f f a t h e r - h o o d t o w a r d s o t h e r s . P a r e n t s w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n
g u n d a v s c h o o l T e a c h e r s w i t h t h e i r o u n i l s . n a s t o r s v / i t h t h e i r fl o c k s , m i s s i o n a r i e s
w i t h a l l t h e i r c o n t a c t s . . . y o u c a n s h a r e t h e h e a r t o f t h e F a t h e r b y i m p a r t i a l l o v e ,
g e n t l e n e s s , t o w ^ a r d t h e r e b e l l i o u s . t h e s t u b b o r n , t h e v ^ a y ^ v a r d . T h e f a t h e r ' s h e a r t
g o e s o u t t o s e e k a n d t o s a v e . . . l i k e t h e s h e n h e a r d s e a r c h i n g f o r t h e l o s t s h e e p , t h e
w o m a n l o o k i n g f o r t h e l o s t c o i n , a n d t h e i a t h e x - i v ' h o c a m e o u t a n d e n t r e a t e d h i s e l d e r
s o n . S h a r i n g t h e f a t h e r ' s h e a r t i n v o l v e s g o i n g o u t , i t m e a n s e n t r e a t i n g * , t a k i n g
t h e i n i t i a t i v e f o v ; a r d s p r o d i g a l s o f e v e r y s t r i p e .

T h e e l d e r b r o t h e r r a t e d
"A Plus" in obedience and service. bu^Tev^g; ont-iroly out of symnathv with his
f a t h o r ' s h e a r t w h i c h w a s f a r m o r e i m p o r t a n t . L i k e t h e P h a r i s e e s h e c o u l d n o t u n d e r
stand God'g gr^cc because he could not under^t-and t-hP hoarh of Ond. Refering to
his brother not as " jfl j^brother" but as "youi f son" was evidence ot a heart fo i l of

' s u p p r e s s e d e v i l d e s i r e s , u n s p o k e n r e s e n t m e n t s a n d f o u l a t t i t u d e s . . . j u s t t h e
o p p o s i t e o f h i s f a t h e r f T h e S a v i o u r c h a r g e d u s a l l : " O o a n d l e a r n w h a t t h i s m e a n s .
X d e s i r e c o m p a s s i o n , a n d n o t s a c r i fi c e , f o r I d i d n o t c o m e t o c a l l t h e r i c h t e o u s ,
b u t s i n n e r s . M a t t . 9 : 1 3 .

T h e s t o r y e n d s w i t h t h e p r o d i g a l i n
s i d e t h e l i o u s e ' f ^ f e t - i n e , a n d t l i e e l d e r o u t s i d e s r u i k i n g . " U g o n e ! J s S u ^ { i j ^ | | « i
i & t i ' b . | ^ ' " S l T O ' ! f " T f f f t T t e e l f H e w a s b a r r e d f r o m h e a v e n b y c h i s
l o v e l e s s n e s s . " ( B u t t r i c k 2 0 1 ) . T h e F a t h e r t a l t d ' S ' T f f T B B i i p B i r l r t L l l ^ L l i y ^ W l L J r U

One Sunday afternoon a young pastor told me v/hat had taken place in his church that
morn ing when new members were bapt ized, A man and h is V7ffe and 3 ch i ld ren had taken
the catechumen examination 6 months before and were all expected to bo baptized that
morning. Rut when examinations were held Saturday afternoon, the oldest son, nov;
away from horn in the POK army failed to appear though they v/aited late for him,
Sunday morrning came, still he did not arrive. The service began. It was tim.e for
admistering the sacrament...suddenly the pastor saw the rear door open, the youngman ran in out of breath from running from the bus stop. C'uickly summoning his
elders to the platform the pastor asked: "VThat shall we do? This young man should
be baptized v/ith his family but he has not been examined," "Wave the rules and
baptize him anyhow" was the unaniEtmus decision. So when the pastor read out thenames of those to be baptized and included that elder son, not even his own family
knew that he had jast arrived. And tears of joy burst from the eyes of many as
they saw this entire family, together, receiving baptism and joining the church ofthe living Cod." And their rejoicing is nothing compared to that of the angels in
heaven. Cod wants his house filled, every laml) brought in from the v;ilderness,
every coin recovered from its dark dusty corner, ever^r prodigal brought in from
t h e p i g - p e n , e v e r y o l d e r b r o t h e r j o i n i n g i n t h e f e s t i v i t i e s .



P a r a b l e o f t h e P h a r i s e e & P u b l i c a n
Luke 18:9-17

T e x t : L u k e 1 8 : l 4 . . . , i

Introduction:/Nobody likes a conceibedman. Jesus disliked
pride, hypocryay. Vs. 9,KHii an easy parable to interpret.

Setting: Jesus enroute to Jerusalem for last time. Had
observed religiou life of Jess, and his own disciples.
Jesus interested not in high and nighty but lowly and meek,
a) recept ion o f i t t le ch i ld ren, vs . 1^-17; demand o f
rich young ruler to surrender object of pridej c) Cure of
blind beggar vs. 42j d) words to jtzxibs Zaccheas, 19s9*

" ^ h e P h a r i s e e a n d t h e P u b l i c a n .

a ) Con t ras t i ng figu res to temp le .
b^.Both sincere
c) The Pharisee, his prayer
d() The Publican, his prayer
e) Jesus' conclusion vs. l4, Ps.

I I . I ^ t e s s a g e o f t h e P a r a b l e .
a) -^t confined to prayer life.* b) Good conduct alone does not automatically win God's

approva l .
c ) T h r e e v i e w s o f s e l f . ^

(1) Se l f as r igh teous
(2) Self as better than others^^,
(5) Sel f as a s inner.

) c A

C o n c l u s i o n : C u r v i e w o f s e l f d e t e r m i n e s w h e t h e r v / e a r e
proud or humble. Only by debasing ourselves in our own eyes
do we become worthy of God's attention. Only those who re
cognize sin in themselves can be saved.

P s , i - | . l 7 ^ | 3 j ) o | 2 l .
o | o = \ o h - ^ S .
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T h e P h n r l s e e & t i i e P u o i i o a x A
L u k e 1 6 : 9 - 1 7

In tPo t Conce i t . Jesus uxs l i ke o f hypoc rasy. No p rob lems in
th i s pa rab le—lesson p la in f rom in t ro . vs , and f rom s to ry.
Yet each detail adds meaning.

et t ing—Jesus on v/ay to Jerusalem. Had observed rel i
g i o u s l i f e o f J e v i s h l e a d e r s , & o f d i s c i p l e s . P a r a b l e f o l l o w e d
by illus. that rel. of Jesus not for hi^ and mighty But for
low ly & meek : recep t ion o f l i t t l e ch i ld ren , demand tha t r i ch
y. ruler surrender wealth, cure of blind beggar, gracious
w o r d s t o Z a c c h e u s .

In aragraph before parable Jesus urged necessity for
prayer—at core of any man's religion. Parable directed at
•disciples. Inner vanity and conceit most evident in prayer.
In prayer we are forced to reveal our view of our selves, as
'■••e geek to establish ^ relation betv:een our selves and God.
If v;e are to profit, must see in parable lesson for ourselves.

!• ITie Pharisee eind the ^^blican —contrasting figures.
Question of vdiether they would act lilce this. Jev/ish boys praye
Some Publicans (like Zaccheus) did repent. Both sincere and

a c c u r a t e . T h i s e s t i m a t e o f s e l f b e f o r e G o d d e t e r m i n e d t h e
t r u e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e r e l i i r i o n o f e a c h m a n -

Look at rharasee—refined, eudcated, clean citizen,
pi l lar of church, ardent 'patr iot, respetted as ci t izen of
highest character, in o'.'.n eyes and by assent a virtuous man.
Habit, standing, "pyayed thus with himself." "God I thanlc
thee." Judges himself by two standards (ii) Superiority, and
(2) adherence of lav;. In comparision v;ith others, Pharisee
thoroughly human. Comparisons negative. "In prayer vre look

in aspirat ion or we look down in humil i ty? we never look
around in criticism or curiosity.^ No v;od about positive vir-
tures, except requirements of law vdi ich ims other cause for
self-congratulat ion. Jesus' 21 word descri j j t ion. Our revul
s ion and disgust—unt i l v ;e see ourselves mirrored.

In contrast see Publican—hated and despised. Un
popular. 1^5crupulcusj. C^laborato^ Suspect of all formsf vackodness. Thi^man diSerent^"::^w^t to pray. Attitude
d e p i c t s h e a r t - f e l t s o r r o w, s e n s e o f u n w o r t h i n e s s . " A f a r o f f "
ashamed. "Smoted upon his breast" outward sign of inv.'ard grief

o r se l f - accusa t i on among Or i en ta l s . P raye r b r i e f bu t t r ue .
No lisi of sl.ns or virutes, no claim of mercy deserved, simply
f rank ye t t e r r i b l e r ecogn i t i on o f s i n . C ry o f an ; ; : u i 5h i nc l udes
hppe.^d petition that God would grant mercy. Not until sin
i'busfSAlly^^^^co5ii2eH^~lIo '̂7uvETT~utter'~impossibility of any

good on our part to counterbal lance the evi l of our nature



f e l t . n o t u n t i l a f u l l p i c t u r e o f s e l f i n t h i s t r u e l i ' - i i t
is seen, can a man really throve himself completely at the ''
mercy o f God*

Two went to pray: oh, rather say,
O n e w e n t t o b r a y j t h e o t h e r t o p r a y.
One stands up, close, and treads on high
V/t^ere th' .other dares not send his eye.
One nearer to God's al tar t rod,
T h e o t h e r t o t h e a l t a r ' s G o d .

Jesus concluding words. How was Publican justified?
God did not ignore sin, but Publican went home relieved of
burden though despondent over sin—had approval of God. Jus
t i f ied—the comparison betv^een the two has reference not to
character, but to the re la t i n to God in v^ i ich they respect ive
ly stand. "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;.._a Brol:er
and h f tg r j - , 0 Pod- thou w i l t no t desp ise . " Phar isee
v/ent proudly home. Estimate os two men in their own ^yes v;ere
reversed in God's sight. Vs. l4 b.

I I . T h e K e s s a g e o f t h e P a r a b l e . N o n e e d t o a r g u e p u r
pose. Lesson no-t^ confined to praver Concerns every
aspect of our l ives and thought . SeI f -com.ui icenc2^. . se l f -
satisfaction, smqg sense of securi-ov resoxiife upon a mui-ai
■txle cohi^rming to the best that 3-:>cietv and r:?li?ion .demand—
o - . e r e a r e b y t h e H i a r i s e e . A t r u e c p n fi c t i o n a n d
aclcnowledgement of s in resul t ing in absolute humi l i ty before
God—this spriit sent tne Publican home "justified." We
s e e t h e P h a r i s e e i n o u r s e l v e s m o r e o f t e n t h a n t h e P u b l i c a n .
Church at tendance, g i f ts to benevolent causes, personal

Idevotional life—valuable and necessary—often ends in tnem
selves and in our sat is fact ion at hav ing ach ieved a per fect
record\7e think God's approval will be automatic. EureMs
str ikes at church leader^s—so sat is f ied in personal success or
success of tne program or instituion we .promote that become
vict ims of pr ide and sel f -copplacency—too fev; who ever beat

. u p o n b r e a s t s a n d c r y G o d b e m e r c i f u l t o m e a s i n n e r.
D e t a i l s p o i n t o u t t h r e e v i e w s o f s e l f .

1 , S e l f a s r i g h t e 0 1 - 1 9 . e v e a l - d i n p o s t u r e a n d
prayer of Pharissee—vs. 9b. "W08 y^o you niariseesjail;! for
^e "oithe mint and rue and every herb, and pass over .justice
and the love of God: but these ought ye to have done, and not
to leave the other mdone." V/hen we look upon del f in th is
lignt we place ourselves where even God cannot save us without
i O B fi s c a t a s t r o p h e t o h u m b l e u s a n d b r i n g u s t o o u r
senses. There vra.s only Oie \d io r ight fu l ly c la imed absolute in
nocence before God, yet He chose path of humble obedience.



i. Self as better than others, Atrixude of Pharisee vAio
set all others at nousht. Many seek to justify themselves be
fore God and man because better than neighbors. Argument thax

^ are nox as bad ps we r?:lgnt be. ITo room in Christianity for
this sort of thinlcing# Have to reach up to touch bottom so

^ar as personal righteousness i s concerned. All chlef._Qf,
irt**-^3Jiner.g-"no room for invidiuus comparisons.

5. Self as sinner. Only path to success in kingdom of (j6(
We have to go do-wn in humility before we can go up in God's
a p p r o v a l , " ^ c e o t y * " . . a s c h i l d r e n , y e
^hall in enter into^tna-jciagdorr 0^. heaven." Not easy
for Publican to shed profitable life, I2ven more difficult to
shed blind-fold of smug satisfaction in our righxeouenness won
y Pharisees of all time and to humble ourselves in full recog-

ni'ion of^rur sinfulness. But not until then w-.ll we go dovm •
Co our house jusxified. Repentance for sin necessary to obtain
forgiveness and eternal life. Pull recognition of our o'vjn
sinful nature vrill -uickly numble eve the most prod of us. A
humility based on full awareness and penitence for sin puts us
in the place ■■here God can accepx us and raise us to the statu
of new chieatures in Christ. He that humbleth himself hhall
b e e x a l t e d .

■ ' i th broken hear t and cont r i te s igh,
A trembling sinner, ^ord, I cry;
Thy pard'ning grace is rich and free;
0 God, be merciful to mei

1 smite upon my troubled breast,
Viith deep and conscious guilt oppressed;
Christ and His cross my only plea;
0 God, be merciful to me!

F a r o f f I s t a n d w i t h t e a r f u l e y e s
:or dare uplift them to the skies;

But Thou dost all my anguish see;
0 God, be merciful to ffic4.

Nor alms, nor deeds that I have done
C a n f o r a s i n g l e s i n a t o n e ;
To C a l v a r y a l o n e I fl o e ;
0 God, be merciful to me!

And when, redeemed from sin and hell,
i th r l l the r-nscaned -throng I dvrel l ,

My raptured song shall ever be
I G o d h a s b e e n m e r c i f u l t o m e ! - ^



T - i r i ' e 1 8 : 9 - 1 4

I n p r a y e r v e l o o l : u p i n a s p i r a t i o n o r w e l o o k
d o v m 5 n h u m i l i t y ; v ; e n e v e r l o o k a r o u n d i n c r i t i
o r c u r i o H i t y ,

Two went to pray; ohi rather say.
One went to hray; the other to pray.
One stands up close, and treads on^hich,
hhere th ' other dares not send his eye.
O n e n e < ^ r e r t o C - o d ^ s a l t a r t r o d , 0
The other, to tlieflaltar *s God. . ./» a

Voe im to 3^ou Pna r i sees ! Po r ye t i t he m in t and
rue and every hexrh, and pass over justice
rnd t he l ove o f God : "bu t t hese ough t ye t o have
c o n e , a n d n o t t o l e a v e t h e o t h e r l u f d o n e ,

■>:-
Vi th "broken heart and contr i te s igh,
A t rembl ing s inner, Lord, I c r j ' * ;
T h e y p a r d o n i n g g r a c e i s r i c h a n d f r e e :
0 G o d , h e m e r c i f u l t o m e i

1 s m i t e u p o n m y t r o u b l e d b r e a s t ,
W i t h d e e p a n d c o n s c i o u s g u i l t o p p r e s s e d :
Christ and his cross my only plea;
0 G o d , b e m e r c i f u l t o m e * .

•

k a r o f f I s t a n d v n t h t e a r f u l e y e s
^■o r d a r e u p l i f t t h e m t o t h e s k i e s ;
But thou dost all my anguish see;
C G o d , b e m e r c i f u l t o m e *

«

I To r a l m s , n o r d e e d s t h a t I h a v e d o n e
C a n f o r a s i n g l e s i n a t o n e ;
To C a l v a r ; r a l o n e I fl e e ;
0 G u u , b e m e r c i x u i t o m e !

And vhen, redeemea ircm sin anu nell,
l / i t h a l l t h e r a n s o m e d t a i r o n g I d w e l l
H y r a p t u r e d s o n g s h a l l e v e r u e
G o d h a s o ^ e n m e r c i i u l t o m e ! •

i - o W W j



gnf jdl^Tsla ;sld>' f jghl jUKsla; sIqj^.x jgiu. ; sxay i jgh
giix jar.sla; sldKi jgai. jujs.sla; sx^xj^xogi^i^jai sla; siaj<i jgn
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g i i i > K s l a ; s l Q x ^ i j g m j a K s l a ; s l d K l j g n l ' j d i ^ s



W H Y J E S U S C A M E

r/y/^y f3o,h-c« ' r t t i . n S C v c t i c
a / / l / V 7 ^ v. r H

T e x t : " T h e S o n o f m a n i s c o m e t o s e e k a n d t o s a v e t h a t w h i c h w a s l o s t . " L u k e 1 9 : 1 0 .

S c r i p t u r e L e s s o n : L u k e 1 9 : 1 - 1 0 .

W h y d i d J e s u s c o m e i n t o o u r w o r l d ? T h e a n s w e r t o t h a t q u e s t i o n s h o u l d b e t h e
r e a s o n f o r a l l o u r j o y a n d c e l e b r a t i o n a t C h r i s t m a s . J e s u s H i m s e l f g a v e u s t h e a n s w e r

m a n y t i m e s , a n d o n e o f t h e m i s i n L u k e 1 9 : 1 0 : " T h e S o n o f m a n i s c o m e t o s e e k a n d t o
s a v e t h a t w h i c h w a s l o s t . "

P u b l i c a p p e a r a n c e s o f J e s u s a l w a y s c r e a t e d a s e n s a t i o n . T h e S o n o f G o d s p o k e a s

n e v e r m a n s p o k e . H i s t e a c h i n g s a s t o n i s h e d l i s t e n e r s a m o n g t h e p o o r a n d i g n o r a n t a s

w e l l a s t h e w e a l t h y a n d s o p h i s t i c a t e d . H i s h a n d s p o s s e s s e d t h e p o w e r o f t h e A l m i g h t y

t o h e a l , t o r e s t o r e , t o f e e d . L i t t l e w o n d e r t h a t a s J e s u s p a s s e d J e r i c h o g r e a t c r o w d s

t h r o n g e d a b o u t H i m . L i k e a n y r a b b i o f H i s d a y H e w a s d i s c o u r s i n g a s H e w a l k e d w i t h
o t h e r P a s s o v e r - b o u n d p i l g r i m s . A l o n g t h e w a y v i l l a g e r s a n d t o w n s p e o p l e w h o c o u l d n o t

g o u p t o J e r u s a l e m a t t a c h e d t h e m s e l v e s t o H i m j u s t t o e a v e s d r o p o n w h a t H e w a s s a y i n g .

O n e p o o r b l i n d b e g g a r h a d a l r e a d y c r i e d o u t f o r h e l p w h e n H e h e a r d t h a t t h e g r e a t

H e a l e r w a s p a s s i n g b y. T h e c r o w d t r i e d t o s h u t h i m u p s o t h e y c o u l d h e a r t h e Te a c h e r ,

b u t J e s u s h a d s t o p p e d . . . a s H e a l w a y s d o e s w h e n p e o p l e n e e d H i m . . . a n d a s k e d , " W h a t d o

v o u w a n t m e t o d o f o r v o u ? " T h e b l i n d m a n r e p l i e d t h e o b v i o u s , " L o r d , I w a n t t o

r e c e i v e m v s i o h t l " A t o n c e J e s u s c o m m a n d e d , " R e c e i v e v o u r s i o h t , v o u r f a i t h h a s m a d e

v o u w e l 1 . " " F o r J e s u s i t w a s a l w a y s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t o a c t t h a n t o t a l k . W o r d s a l w a y s

t o o k s e c o n d p l a c e t o d e e d s . H e r e w a s a h u m a n s o u l i n n e e d . D i s c o u r s e m u s t e n d a n d

a c t i o n b e g i n . " ( B a r c l a y p . 2 A 2 )

T h e r e w a s a n o t h e r q u i t e d i f f e r e n t c u r i o u s s p e c t a t o r t h a t d a y . H i s n a m e w a s

Z a c c h e u s , a r e s i d e n t o f J e r i c h o . W a t e r e d b y t h e J o r d a n R i v e r , t h i s a n c i e n t c i t y w a s a

v e r i t a b l e E d e n , a c i t y o f p a l m s w i t h a f o r e s t o f f r a g r a n t b a l s a m t r e e s , s o m e t i m e s

c a l l e d t h e " f a t t e s t " r e g i o n o f P a l e s t i n e , a l t h o u g h t o d a y i t i s d r y . . . a l m o s t d e s e r t .

H e r d a t e s a n d b a l s a m , p l u s h e r p o s i t i o n o n t h e c r o s s - r o a d s b e t w e e n J e r u s a l e m a n d t h e

E a s t a n d t h e n o r t h - s o u t h t r a f fi c a l o n g t h e J o r d a n m a d e h e r o n e o f t h e k e y t a x a t i o n

c e n t e r s i n P a l e s t i n e . O n t h i s d a y J e s u s w a s p a s s i n g b y a n d n o d o u b t b o t h t h e h i g h a n d

l o w l y w e r e o u t i n f o r c e . A m o n g t h e m w a s Z a c c h e u s , a b o u t w h o m w e k n o w t h r e e t h i n g s ;

1 . Z A C C H E U S W A S A T A X - C O L L E C T O R . B e s i d e s , h e w a s a c h i e f t a x - c o l l e c t o r . . . h e h a d

r e a c h e d t h e t o p o f h i s p r o f e s s i o n . O t h e r s i n J e r i c h o d e s p i s e d h i m a s a t r a i t o r w h o

h a d s o l d o u t h i s o w n c o u n t r y b y c o l l e c t i n g t a x e s f o r t h e h a t e d R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n

f o r c e s . N o b o d y l o v e s a t a x - c o l l e c t o r b u t a s t o o g e f o r a f o r e i g n p o w e r w a s n o t o n l y
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h a t e d b u t c o u l d b e a s s u m e d t o b e t o t a l l y c o r r u p t . . . a m a n o f l o w m o r a l s . T h i s fi r s t

c e n t u r y S c r o o g e h a d n o c l o s e f r i e n d s . . . e x c e p t a f e w e v i l c r o n i e s . L i k e a n y o n e w h o

p u r s u e s h i s o w n s e l fi s h i n t e r e s t s i n t o t a l d i s r e g a r d f o r t h e w e l f a r e o f o t h e r s o r t h e
c o m m a n d s o f G o d , Z a c c h e u s t h e t a x - g a t h e r e r w a s a l o n e l y a n d f r i e n d l e s s m a n .

2 Z A C C H E U S M A S R I C H . T h a t t e r s e c o m m e n t i m p l i e s m o r e t h a n fi n a n c i a l w e a l t h .

T h i s t a x - c o l l e c t o r w a s r i c h b e c a u s e h i s g r e e d s t o o p e d t o a l l k i n d s o f g r a f t ,

e x t o r t i o n , a n d d i s h o n e s t y . B y h i s o w n a d m i s s i o n h e h a d c h e a t e d a n d d e f r a u d e d . F r o m

t h e w e a l t h y h e h a d a c c e p t e d b r i b e s , f r o m t h e p o o r h e h a d w r u n g u n j u s t g a i n , f r o m t h e

R o m a n g o v e r n m e n t h e h a d s t o l e n l a w f u l i n c o m e ! S u c h a m a n w a s c a p a b l e o f a n y o t h e r

k i n d o f c r i m e . L o c a l r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s c a l l e d h i m a s i n n e r , a n d t h e y w e r e r i g h t . H o w

tragic that h is name means "pure" or " innocent." Years before some loving mother had

g iven h im th is name, w is t fu l ly dreaming that her son would become a fine upstand ing
c i t i 2 e n a n d G o d l y m a n . H o w d i s a p p o i n t e d s u c h m o t h e r s a r e w h e n t h e i r p r a y e r s a p p e a r

u n a n s w e r e d a n d t h e i r h o p e s b e t r a y e d . H e w a s r i c h . . . b u t e x c e e d i n g l y w i c k e d a s w e l l .

3, ZACCHEUS t-JftS A LITTLE MftN. Every Sunday School scholar knows that. As he

wormed his way through the crowd hoping to see Jesus, people who hated him saw a

chance to jab an e lbow in h is r ibs or shove h im around or purposely b lock h is v iew.

Why would he want to see Jesus anyhow? Curious like everyone else?...maybe so...but
would such a cynical character leave his accounts and his money bags merely to see a

Ga l i l ean wa lk by w i thou t be ing moved by some d i v i ne l y appo in ted impu lse? No ! The

Spirit of God put into the heart of Zaccheus, the lonely tax-gatherer, the sinful rich
man, th i s l i t t l e man , the u rge to mee t Jesus . God pu t tha t l ong ing the re jus t as He
does i n eve ry man . No ma t te r how low he fa l l s , t he re i s someth ing tha t makes any

person look longingly for something better. God sent Zaccheus to see Jesus. There is
no one here today in whom God has not put the same impulse. You may be here because

you have attended church since childhood, or because someone invited you, or out of
curiosity to see what goes on in our church...but whatever the means, it is God who
has drawn you. "Only by God's finding could the human soul even begin its search,"
( IB 323) . So th is lonely man, Zaccheus, so low he had to reach up to touch bot tom,

physically small and insignificant, became the object of God's call to meet the
visiting Stranger. Running ahead of the crowd he did something undignified for a man
in h is pos i t ion . . .he c l imbed a t ree by the roads ide .

Safely out of sight among the branches, far above the milling crowd, Zaccheus
assumed he had an unseen vantage point. Yet Jesus stopped, saw him, and spoke to Him.

Very l ikely Jesus had never met Zaccheus, or heard of him, or had any way of
recognizing him. Yet He called him by name, "Zaccheus!" In every way Jesus was a
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man? yet He was also the Son of God. He already knew that this man would be waiting
u p i n a t r e e t o s e e H i m . H o w d i d H e k n o w h i s n a m e ? J e s u s i s G o d . J u s t a s H e k n o w s
w h e n a s p a r r o w f a l l s t o e a r t h , o r t h e n u m b e r o f t h e h a i r s o f o u r h e a d s . . . s o H e k n o w s

al l His chi ldren by name. None of us could walk into the White House and expect the

President to cal l us by name...but the Sovereign of al l the universe knows each of us,

what goes on in our hearts, and there are no secrets hid from Him. When Jesus spoke

t o Z a c c h e u s H e k n e w t h a t H e w a s a l o n e l y t a x - g a t h e r e r w h o n e e d e d a F r i e n d , t h a t h e

w a s r i c h f r o m i l l - g o t t e n g a i n s a n d n e e d e d a S a v i o u r , a n d t h a t t h o u g h p h y s i c a l l y

i n s i g n i fi c a n t h e w a s i n fi n i t e l y v a l u a b l e i n G o d ' s s i g h t a n d c a p a b l e o f g r e a t g o o d

among his fe l low men.. .needing only the touch of a t ransforming power to make him a
new man . No one i s so l ow -down as t o escape t he l ove and power o f God .

" Z a c c h e u s , h u r r y u p a n d c o m e d o w n ; f o r t o d a y I m u s t v i s i t v o u r h o m e . " J e s u s

s i m p l y i n v i t e d H i m s e l f t o d i n n e r . T h e r e w e r e l o c a l r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s , b u t H e d i d n o t
c h o o s e t h e i r h o m e s . T h e r e w e r e w e l l - t o - d o r e s p e c t a b l e c i t i z e n s , t h e s o c i a l l i o n s o f

t h e c i t y . . . b u t H e p a s s e d t h e m b y t o v i s i t t h e h o m e o f a n o t o r i o u s l y w i c k e d m a n . W h a t

a h u g e s u r p r i s e f o r a m a n s p u r n e d b y n e i g h b o r s a n d d e v o i d o f t h e i r f r i e n d l y v i s i t s !

N o w o n d e r h e q u i c k l y c a m e d o w n f r o m t h e t r e e , o v e r w h e l m e d w i t h j o y. A s a w e a l t h y m a n

y o u c a n b e s u r e h e o r d e r e d a s u m p t u o u s f e a s t f o r h i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d G u e s t . J e s u s n e v e r
f o r c e s H i s e n t r y i n t o a n y h o m e o r a n y h e a r t , b u t H e k n o w s t h e r e i s a s e c r e t l o n g i n g

f o r H i s c o m p a n y , a n d i t m a t t e r s l i t t l e t o H i m w h a t t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o r e n v i r o n m e n t

m a y b e . P o o r o r r i c h , m e n m a y e x c l a i m t h a t t h e y a r e n o t w o r t h y t o e n t e r t a i n H i m , b u t
H e n e v e r r e f u s e s o n t h o s e g r o u n d s . T h e r e i s n o s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n t o o d e c a y e d , a n d n o

h u m a n l i f e t o o d o w n a n d o u t , f o r H i m t o g l a d l y c o m e w i t h t h e o f f e r o f f r i e n d s h i p , o f

p o w e r t o c h a n g e , a n d o f r e n e w a l o f l i f e a n d h o p e .

Q n - l o o k e r s a t t h i s u n u s u a l b a n q u e t g r u m b l e d b e c a u s e t h e M a s t e r w a s e a t i n g w i t h a

s i n n e r , b u t t h a t m a d e n o d i f f e r e n c e a t a l l t o t h e M a s t e r , E x c e p t f o r t h e c o n c l u d i n g

r e m a r k s w e d o n ' t k n o w a b o u t t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n a r o u n d t h e d i n n e r t a b l e . H o w w e w o u l d

l i k e t o k n o w ! S u r e l y J e s u s s o m e h o w l i f t e d Z a c c h e u s u p t o a v i s i o n o f t h e k i n d o f

p e r s o n h e c o u l d b e i f h e t u r n e d h i s w h o l e l i f e a r o u n d . I n t h e p r e s e n c e o f O n e w h o

k n e w n o s i n , Z a c c h e u s c o u l d r e v i e w h i s w h o l e p a s t l i f e o f s i n w i t h s h a m e a n d r e m o r s e .

S o m e h o w h e c o u l d f e e l t h a t h e w a s i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f O n e w h o l o v e d h i m , w h o c o u l d

f o r g i v e a n d r e s t o r e , a n d c o u l d g i v e h i m a l i f e o f u s e f u l n e s s n o w a n d o f p e a c e f o r e v e r .

S o m e t h i n g a b o u t J e s u s m a d e t h a t w i c k e d t a x - g a t h e r e r r e a d y t o c o n f e s s h i s s i n s , m a k e
r e s t i t u t i o n f o r h i s e v i l p a s t , a n d t u r n h i s l i f e 1 8 0 d e g r e e s i n a n e w d i r e c t i o n .

" L o r d , " h e s a i d , " I ' l l g i v e h a l f o f w h a t 1 h a v e t o t h e p o o r , a n d w h a t e v e r I h a v e

i l l e o a l l v e x t o r t e d , I w i l l r e s t o r e f o u r f o l d . " 5 0 % o f h i s w e a l t h t o c h a r i t y a n d 4 0 0 %



res t i t u t i on fo r wrongs he had commi t ted . . .enough to financ ia l l y wreck even a wea l thy

m a n ! Z a c c h e u s k n e w t h a t o n l y b y d i v e s t i n g h i m s e l f o f i l l - g o t t e n g a i n s c o u l d h e l i v e

w i t h a c l e a r c o n s c i e n c e . H e w a s r e a d y t o c o u n t a l l h i s p a s t a s g a r b a g e i n o r d e r t o

g a i n C h r i s t a s h i s f r i e n d . T h e o n l y w a y w a s c o m p l e t e s e p a r a t i o n f r o m h i s o l d m a n n e r
o f l i f e . H e r e w a s r e a l r e p e n t a n c e . . . n o t j u s t a m e a n i n g l e s s " I ' m s o r r y ! " R e p e n t a n c e

i s w i l l i n g n e s s w i t h G o d ' s h e l p t o c u t a l l t i e s w i t h p a s t s i n a s d i d Z a c c h e u s .

I o n c e h e a r d a p a s t o r t e l l o f a t t e n d i n g a g r e a t a s s e m b l y o f C h r i s t i a n s f r o m a l l

o v e r t h e w o r l d , w h e r e a p a s t o r f r o m I n d i a i n s i s t e d t h a t a f u n e r a l m u s t b e h e l d b e f o r e

t h e m e e t i n g c o u l d b e g i n . A c o f fi n w a s b r o u g h t i n a n d p l a c e d i n f r o n t o f t h e r o s t r u m ,

a n d t h e d e l e g a t e s w e r e a s k e d t o fi l e b y , r a i s e t h e l i d , a n d g a z e o n t h e f a c e o f t h e

d e c e a s e d . A l l w e r e c u r i o u s t o s e e w h o s e f u n e r a l w a s b e i n g o b s e r v e d . U a s i t H i t l e r ,

t h e e v i l d i c t a t o r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e n g u l fi n g t h e w o r l d i n w a r ? W a s i t S t a l i n w h o s e

e v i l g e n i u s i n s p i r e d t h e s p r e a d o f c o m m u n i s m a r o u n d t h e w o r l d ? W a s i t s o m e a t h e i s t i c

ph i losopher, some se lfish bus iness tycoon, o r some immora l ac t ress? One by one the

d e l e g a t e s w a l k e d b y t h e c o f fi n , r a i s e d t h e l i d , a n d d r e w a w a y w i t h s o b e r f a c e s a n d
d o w n c a s t e y e s . F i n a l l y m y f r i e n d w e n t f o r w a r d . A s h e l o o k e d i n h e b e h e l d n o n e o f t h e

n o t a b l e p e o p l e h e c o u l d t h i n k o f , b u t h e s a w h i s o w n f a c e r e fl e c t e d i n a m i r r o r . T h e

I n d i a n p a s t o r h a d k n o w n t h a t b e f o r e C h r i s t i a n s c o u l d w o r s h i p a n d w o r k w i t h C h r i s t i n

H is church , the funera l o f the o ld se l f had to happen. In the p resence o f the pur i t y

and power of Chr is t Zaccheus real ized th is , and met the chal lenge by offer ing to bury

his old nature in the prospect of a new one. And this is what happens to every person

who comes to know Chr ist in the hospi ta l i ty of h is heart .

How the heart of Zaccheus must have been warmed as Jesus accepted his confession

a n d p r o m i s e o f r e s t i t u t i o n b y s a y i n g , " To d a y s a l v a t i o n h a s c o m e t o t h i s h o u s e , s i n c e

he also is a son of Abraham!" Curses and abusive language had been heaped on Zaccheus

by v i c t ims o f h i s d i shones t ways . . .how re f resh ing now to have the b less ing o f Jesus
Chr i s t ; "Today sa lva t ion has come to th i s house ! " What d id Jesus mean here by the

word SALVATION? I think he meant far more than the narrow meaning we sometimes give

i t . He meant ; "Th is man Zaccheus is a new person. He is re leased f rom bondage to
the sor t of person he used to be and h is house is a complete ly d i f ferent p lace. From

cheat ing people he turned to helping them; f rom selfish greed he turned to char i ty and
good work , f rom l iv ing as though God no longer ex is ted, he tu rned to obed ience and
r e v e r e n c e f o r t h e d i v i n e w i l l ; f r o m m o v i n g d o w n t h e r o a d t o h e l l , h e w a s o n t h e

highway to heaven. At that moment, Zaccheus knew l i t t le about theology. . .why and how
J e s u s c a m e i n t o t h e w o r l d a s t h e S o n o f G o d t o d i e f o r s i n n e r s . Ye t b y y i e l d i n g
h imse l f to wha tever demands Chr is t wou ld make o f h im, he opened h is hear t to tha t

c o m p l e t e s a l v a t i o n m a d e p o s s i b l e w h e n t h e S a v i o u r d i e d o n t h e c r o s s f o r h i s a n d f o r



o u r s i n s . T h e l e g e n d t h a t Z a c c h e u s l a t e r b e c a m e b i s h o p o f C a e s a r e a m a y n o t b e

c o r r e c t ? b u t w e c a n h a r d l y i m a g i n e t h a t a f t e r t h i s c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h h i s S a v i o u r t h a t

h e f a i l e d t o l i v e a s a n e x e m p l a r y C h r i s t i a n t h e r e a f t e r .

B u t J e s u s d i d n o t s t o p w i t h w o r d s a b o u t s a l v a t i o n ; " To d a y s a l v a t i o n h a s c o m e t o

t h i s h o u s e ? b e c a u s e h e ? t o o ? i s a s o n o f A b r a h a m . " T h o s e w o r d s m a y p u z z l e u s ? b u t

J e s u s ' h e a r e r s k n e w w h a t t h e y m e a n t . F o r 2 0 0 0 y e a r s A b r a h a m h a d b e e n f a m o u s a s t h e

g r e a t e s t m a n o f f a i t h i n H e b r e w h i s t o r y. H e r e J e s u s d e c l a r e d t h a t Z a c c h e u s h a d
s i m i l a r f a i t h . . . a n d t h a t h i s s a l v a t i o n w a s g r a n t e d n o t o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e g o o d d e e d s

t h e t a x - c o l l e c t o r p r o m i s e d i n r e p e n t i n g o f h i s p a s t ? b u t o n h i s f a i t h i n G o d ' s p o w e r

t o s a v e t h r o u g h J e s u s C h r i s t . S a l v a t i o n w a s n o t g r a n t e d t o Z a c c h e u s a s a " r e w a r d " f o r

h i s v o w t o g i v e h a l f h i s g o o d s t o f e e d t h e p o o r a n d m a k e f o u r - f o l d r e s t i t u t i o n o f w h a t

h e h a d c h e a t e d f r o m o t h e r s . S a l v a t i o n w a s b a s e d o n h i s f a i t h a l o n e . N o a m o u n t o f

g o o d w o r k s c o u l d e a r n s a l v a t i o n . B u t h i s f a i t h ? h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o y i e l d i n c o m p l e t e
o b e d i e n c e t o t h e w i l l o f G o d a n d c a s t h i m s e l f o n H i s m e r c y . . . t h i s w a s t h e b a s i s o f h i s

s a l v a t i o n . H i s v o w s t o r e f o r m w e r e t h e f r u i t a n d n o t t h e g r o u n d s o f h i s s a l v a t i o n .

W e t o o a r e s a v e d b y t o t a l c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e S a v i o u r a n d n o t b y a t t e m p t s t o e a r n D i v i n e

a p p r o v a l . " Z a c c h e u s ? " d e c l a r e d J e s u s ? " Yo u r w h o l e h o u s e i s s a v e d ? i n a s m u c h a s v o u

h a v e i n c o m p l e t e f a i t h c a s t y o u r s e l f u p o n t h e m e r c v a n d g o o d n e s s o f G o d . "

T h e fi n a l w o r d o f J e s u s t o Z a c c h e u s t h a t d a y i s o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t t e x t s i n t h e

B i b l e : " F O R T H E S O N O F M A N H A S C O N E T O S E E K A N D T O S A V E T H A T W H I C H W A S L O S T . " " 1 h a v e

c o m e ? " s a i d J e s u s ? " t o s a v e p e o p l e j u s t l i k e y o u , I a m l o o k i n g f o r t h o s e w h o k n o w

t h e i r m i s e r a b l e l o s t c o n d i t i o n i n s i n a n d l o o k t o m e i n f a i t h f o r s a l v a t i o n . " J e s u s

k n e w t h a t u n t i l n o w h i s h o s t h a d b e e n a l o s t m a n . . . fi n a n c i a l l y s u c c e s s f u l p e r h a p s ?

l i v i n g i n l u x u r y a n d c o m f o r t ? y e s . . . b u t o t h e r w i s e l o s t ? g r o p i n g i n t h e d a r k ? u t t e r l y

w i t h o u t h o p e . I f I l o s t m y w a t c h o u t i n t h e w o o d s ? i t w o u l d s o o n r u s t a n d c o r r o d e a n d

n o l o n g e r k e e p t i m e , . , t h e p u r p o s e f o r w h i c h t h e w a t c h m a k e r m a d e i t . J u s t s o ? a l l

u n r e p e n t a n t s i n n e r s a r e l o s t a n d d o o m e d t o d i e . . . t h e y f a i l t o f u l fi l l t h e p u r p o s e f o r

w h i c h G o d c r e a t e d t h e m . T h e y h a v e t a k e n a w r o n g t u r n a w a y f r o m B o d a n d a r e h e a d e d

o v e r a p r e c i p i c e i n t h e d a r k .

O n e f a m o u s B i b l e s c h o l a r p o i n t s o u t t h a t i n t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t t h e w o r d " l o s t "

m e a n s s i m p l y i n t h e w r o n g p l a c e . H e s a y s ? " A t h i n g i s l o s t w h e n i t h a s g o t o u t o f i t s

o w n p l a c e i n t o t h e w r o n g p l a c e ? a n d w h e n w e fi n d s u c h a t h i n g ? w e r e t u r n i t t o t h e

p l a c e i t o u g h t t o o c c u p y. A m a n i s l o s t w h e n h e h a s w a n d e r e d a w a y f r o m G o d ? a n d h e i s
f o u n d w h e n o n c e a g a i n h e t a k e s h i s r i g h t f u l p l a c e a s a n o b e d i e n t c h i l d i n t h e

h o u s e h o l d a n d t h e f a m i l y o f h i s F a t h e r . " ( B a r c l a y ? p . S A 5 ) H o w m a n y p e o p l e a r o u n d h e r e

a r e l o s t i n t h a t s e n s e ? T h e y m a y h a v e g o n e t o S u n d a y S c h o o l i n c h i l d h o o d ? t h e y m a y
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have gone forward in a revival meet ing to accept Chr ist and been bapt ized and jo ined

t h e c h u r c h . T h e y m a y h a v e r e a d a n d s t u d i e d t h e B i b l e y e a r s a g o . B u t t o d a y * l i k e

Zaccheus they a re los t because they a re in the wrong p lace . . .ou t o f touch w i th God

the i r heaven ly Fa the r, l i v i ng the i r own se l fish l i ves i n d i s rega rd o f H im, no t keep ing

company w i th the r igh t peop le in the p lace o f worsh ip . . .God 's house. Jesus wants to
enter every such home and every such heart . He wants to declare to al l who come to

H i m a s Z a c c h e u s d i d : " T O D A Y S f t L V A T I O N H A S C O M E T O T H I S H O U S E , F O R T H I S M f t N H A S F A I T H

LIKE ABRAHAM. FOR THE SDN OF MAN HAS COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT HHICH WAS LOST."

I f Chr i s tmas ra ises the ques t ion , "WHY DID JESUS COME?" He gave us H is answer ;

H e s a i d :

" 1 h a v e n o t c o m e t o c a l l r i g h t e o u s m e n b u t s i n n e r s t o r e p e n t a n c e . " < L u k e 5 : 3 2 )

" I c a m e t h a t t h e y m i g h t h a v e l i f e , a n d m i g h t h a v e i t a b u n d a n t l y . " ( J o h n 1 0 : 1 0 )

" 1 h a v e c o m e a s l i g h t i n t o t h e w o r l d , t h a t e v e r y o n e w h o b e l i e v e s i n M e m a v n o t

r e m a i n i n d a r k n e s s . " ( J o h n 1 2 : ^ 6 )

" 1 H A V E C O M E T O S E E K A N D T O S A V E T H A T W H I C H H A S L O S T . " ( L u k e 1 9 : 1 0 )

Hymns;
1 ^ 7 " 0 C o m e , 0 c o m e , E m m a n u e l "

3 9 9 " L o v e D i v i n e , A l l L o v e s E x c e l l i n g "

1 5 2 " L i f t U p Yo u r H e a d s , Ye M i g h t y G a t e s "
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S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g ; L u k e 2 3 : 3 2 - ^ 3

Te x t ; " T r u l y , I s a y t o y o u , t o d a y y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . " L u k e 2 3 : ^ 3 .

" T r u l y . I s a y t o y o u , t o d a y v o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . " G o o d n e w s f r o m
t h e c r o s s t o t h e o n l y p e r s o n r e c o r d e d i n t h e G o s p e l s w h o h a d e v e r a d d r e s s e d t h e S o n o f
G o d b y H i s g i v e n n a m e , a c r i m i n a l w h o h a d p l e d , " J e s u s , r e m e m b e r m e w h e n y o u c o m e i n
you r ^ i nqdom. " He had seen t ha t " a l l t ha t ma t t e r s f o r en t r y i n t o t h i s k i ngdom i s t o
have a place in the mind and heart of this man Jesus, whose place is in the midst of
sinners, and whose fr iendship can be claimed and entered into by any who wil l to have
i t . " (Wa l lace , 26 ) Here i s the pu re go ld o f the Gospe l : God 's Word to man s t r i pped
o f e v e r y t h i n g e l s e t h e w o r l d u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e s w i t h t h e C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n . . . c h u r c h
creeds and po l i t i es , pomp and ceremony, p roper ty and s teep les , l i t u rg ies , ves tments ,
h ierarch ies, church cour ts and budgets. What the wor ld wants to hear, what the wor ld
needs to hear, what the world must hear is this good news from the cross: "Today you
w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . "

N o v e l i s t s a n d o t h e r s h a v e s p e c u l a t e d a b o u t t h e s e
two criminals. Were they common thieves, murderers, insurrect ionists against the
hated Roman government, or a combination of these? We do not know, but the execution
of Jesus was scheduled along with them to add to His humiliation, for "he was numbered
wi th the t ransgressors . " And fo r a l l t ime the c ross o f Chr i s t be tween these two men
h a s s y m b o l i z e d t h e o n l y e t e r n a l d i v i d i n g l i n e w h i c h c u t s a c r o s s a l l o u r m a n - m a d e
d iv is ions . . . the l ine between the repentant and the unrepentant , be l ievers and
unbelievers. In the midst of a torrent of abuse on this One whom men placarded as
"the King of the Jews" and in the agony and hopelessness of that hour, one man's heart
was changed from vilifying to venerating the Saviour. Within that convict took place
the essential miracle of which Jesus had spoken to Nicodemus: "Except a man be born

n , h e c a n n o t s e e t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d . "

Amid al l the banter about " the k ing of the Jews." that man real ized that Caesar
enthroned in Imperial Rome was not the true king, nor was there any validity in the
vain dream of the Jews of an earthly messianic king in Jerusalem. No? The kingdom of
God was the presence and rule of this dying Jesus in men's hearts? Had He not said,
"Behold, the kingdom of God is within of vou?" (Lk. 17:21) The kingdom of God was
r i g h t t h e r e . . . p o w e r f u l , e f f e c t i v e ] , t r a n s f o r m i n g , i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h a t a w f u l h o u r o f
e x e c u t i o n ? T h e d y i n g t h i e f " s a w i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h i s J e s u s a t h i s s i d e n o t a n
offense, but the sign and pledge that God had so loved him as to give him the
companionship of a loving powerful friend and Savior in his death agony." (Wallace 26)
Just as surely as Jesus had opened the eyes of the b l ind or ra ised Lazarus f rom the
dead, so on his cross, this blind man saw, this dead man came to life?

To h is fo rmer compan ion in c r ime, th i s man made one o f the mos t remarkab le
c o n f e s s i o n s o f r e p e n t a n c e a n d f a i t h o n r e c o r d . " D o y o u n o t f e a r G o d , s i n c e v o u a r e



2

u n d e r t h e s a m e s e n t e n c e o f c o n d e m n a t i o n ? " . . . G o d i s t h e O n e w h o s e l a w s w e h a v e
b r o k e n . . . n o t m e r e l y t h o s e o f s t a t e a n d s o c i e t y . . . " A n d w e i n d e e d j u s t l y f o r w e a r e
r e c e i v i n g t h e d u e r e w a r d o f o u r d e e d s " . . . a f u l l a n d o p e n a d m i s s i o n o f a l i f e o f c r i m e
a n d s h a m e . " B u t t h i s m a n h a s d o n e n o t h i n g w r o n g . " . . . r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e s i n l e s s
n a t u r e o f C h r i s t . A l o n g w i t h h i s d y i n g p l e a t o J e s u s , t h e w o r d s o f t h i s t h i e f
c o n t a i n e d a l l t h e f a i t h i n a n d a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e L o r d s h i p a n d s a v i n g p o w e r o f C h r i s t
r e q u i r e d i n t h e m o r e e l a b o r a t e c r e e d s o f t h e c h u r c h . T h e r e w a s n o t i m e f o r c h u r c h
a t t e n d a n c e , n o t i m e f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e s a c r a m e n t s , n o t i m e f o r g o o d w o r k s . . . a l l
o f w h i c h h e c e r t a i n l y w o u l d h a v e d o n e w i t h j o y h a d h e l i v e d . N o t h i n g b u t : " J e s u s ,
remember me^hen you come in your kingdom."

A n d t h e g o o d n e w s f o r t h e s i n n e r ? " T r u l y . I s a y t o Y D U , t o d a y Y O U w i l l b e w i t h
m e i n P a r a d i s e . " H e r e w a s t h e w o r d o f a s s u r a n c e , t h e w o r d o f p a r d o n , t h e w o r d o f

h e a l i n g , t h e w o r d o f w o r d o f l o v e , t h e w o r d o f h o p e , t h e w o r d o f c o m p a s s i o n , t h e w o r d
o f f r i e n d s h i p . . . a l l t h a t p o o r m a n h a d m i s s e d i n l i f e h e n o w f o u n d i n o n e m o m e n t o n t h e
c r o s s . J e s u s w a s d y i n g f o r t h e w h o l e w o r l d , b u t H e h a d t h e w o r d f o r t h a t o n e
i n d i v i d u a l . N o t e v e r y o n e f e e l s h i s n e e d i n t h e s a m e w a y , b u t l i k e t h i s d e s p e r a t e m a n
c l i n g i n g t o h i s l a s t h o p e , e v e r y m a n fi n d s p e a c e o n l y w h e n i n r e p e n t a n c e a n d f a i t h h e
a c c e p t s t h e s e w o r d s f r o m t h e S a v i o u r : " To d a y Y O U w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . " H e r e
i s t h e w o r d o f t h e S a v i o u r t o o u r s o u l s a s w e l l . H e r e i s H i s w o r d n o t o n l y f o r
o u r s e l v e s b u t a l s o f o r o u r m i n i s t r y t o o t h e r s . . . t h e s i c k i n b o d y a n d s o u l , t h e
o p p r e s s e d , t h e n e g l e c t e d , t h e p o o r , t h e f r i e n d l e s s , t h e l o s t , t h e h o p e l e s s , t h e
d y i n g . . . " T h e r e i s a S a v i o u r w h o a s s u r e s u s , ' To d a y Y O U w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . ' "

" T O D A Y, y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . " L u k e , t h e
g o o d p h y s i c i a n w i t h c o m p a s s i o n a n d c o n c e r n , w h o u n d e r s t o o d w h a t i t m e a n s t o a
s u f f e r i n g p a t i e n t t o h a v e i m m e d i a t e r e l i e f f r o m i n t e n s e p a i n , i s t h e o n l y w r i t e r w h o
r e c o r d s t h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e c r o s s e s . L u k e l i k e d t h e w o r d " t o d a y . " I t i s

L u k e w h o t e l l s h o w t h e a n g e l o f t h e L o r d a n n o u n c e d t o t r e m b l i n g s h e p h e r d s , " To y o u i s
b o r n T H I S D A Y i n t h e c i t y o f D a v i d a S a v i o u r , w h o i s C h r i s t t h e L o r d . " ( 2 : 1 1 ) L a t e r ,
h e r e c o r d s h o w J e s u s b e g a n H i s p u b l i c m i n i s t r y i n N a z a r e t h b y r e a d i n g t h e w o r d s o f
I s a i a h : " T h e S p i r i t o f t h e L o r d i s u p o n m e . b e c a u s e h e h a s a n o i n t e d m e t o p r e a c h g o o d
n e w s t o t h e p o o r . . . T o d a y t h i s S c r i p t u r e h a s b e e n f u l fi l l e d i n y o u r h e a r i n g . " ( 4 : 1 8 a n d

2 1 ) I t w a s L u k e w h o r e l a t e d h o w J e s u s t o l d Z a c c h e u s , t h e r e p e n t a n t t a x - g a t h e r e r ;
" T O D A Y s a l v a t i o n h a s c o m e t o t h i s h o u s e . " ( 1 9 : 9 )

T h e g o o d n e w s o f t h e S a v i o u r i s a l w a y s t h e w o r d f o r t o d a y . I t i s a l w a y s t o d a y
w i t h J e s u s w h o d e s i r e s t o f o r g i v e a n d f o r g e t t h e p a s t a n d a l l i t s s i n s . H e w a s n o t

t a l k i n g a b o u t o u r c a l c u l a t i o n s o f t i m e , a s b e t w e e n G o o d F r i d a y a n d E a s t e r a n d
C h r i s t m a s , o r b e t w e e n t h e d a t e t o d a y a n d t h e fi n a l r e s u r r e c t i o n , b u t a b o u t " G o d ' s
t o d a y w h i c h h a s a p p e a r e d i n t h e p r e s e n c e a n d w o r k o f J e s u s . l l B M E h r T I K t t e V # i 5 w h e n e v e r
he fcal l^ and man fespondg." (LBC 165) Jesus is always the fai thful and loving
s h e p h e r d , " c a l l i n g h i s o w n s h e e p b y n a m e . " H i s g r e a t e s t c o n c e r n i s f o r " t h e o t h e r
s h e e p , t h a t a r e n o t o f t h i s f o l d . " T h e b a n q u e t i s p r e p a r e d n o w , t h e m a s t e r i s w a i t i n g
n o w , " C o m e f o r a l l i s N O W r e a d y . . . a n d I w a n t m y h o u s e t o b e fi l l e d . " ( L k . 1 4 : 1 7 , 2 3 )
" B e h o l d . N O W i s t h e a c c e p t a b l e t i m e ; b e h o l d N O W i s t h e d a y o f s a l v a t i o n . " ( I I C o r .



: 2 ) E v e r y m a n , w o m a n , a n d c h i l d , i n t h i s l a n d a n d i n a l l o t h e r s l i v e s i n G o d ' s T O D f t Y
a s H e o f f e r s t o e v e r y r e s p o n s i v e h e a r t t h e p r o m i s e o f J e s u s t o t h e d y i n g t h i e f .

T h e o t h e r t h i e f c o u l d h e a r t h e w o r d s o f J e s u s t o o . I n s p i t e o f h i s m o c k i n g a n d

c u r s i n g o f J e s u s . . . h e c o u l d h a v e b e e n b l e s s e d w i t h t h e s a m e w o r d s o f c o m f o r t a n d h o p e .
I t w a s t o d a y f o r h i m t o o , i f o n l y h e w o u l d r e s p o n d . I t i s t o d a y f o r t h e o n e - t h i r d o f
a l l A m e r i c a n s w h o m a k e n o c l a i m t o b e C h r i s t i a n s , a n d p e r h a p s a n o t h e r t h i r d w h o s e l d o m

g i v e e v i d e n c e o f a n a c t i v e f a i t h . I t i s t o d a y f o r f o u r b i l l i o n p e o p l e i n t h e w o r l d
y e t w a i t i n g t o h e a r t h a t a S a v i o u r o f f e r s p a r d o n a n d p e a c e a n d p a r a d i s e . B o t h t h o s e
t w o t h i e v e s k n e w f u l l w e l l t h a t t h e y w e r e d y i n g . . . i n a s e n s e t h e r e w o u l d b e n o
t o m o r r o w f o r e i t h e r o n e . Y e t o n l y o n e o f t h e m f o u n d h i s t o d a y w i t h J e s u s a n d
d i s c o v e r e d t h r o u g h f a i t h i n H i s S a v i o u r t h a t t h e r e i s a f u t u r e . . . w h i c h b r i n g s u s t o :

■^1 PfJHMiqaagBRii^BHiNITVi- "Today you WILL be with me in PARADISE." This text
h a s t h e g o o d n e w s f o r t h e S i n n e r ' , t h e g o o d n e w s f o r To d a v S a n d t h e g o o d n e w s f o r
E t e r n i t y ^ * L e t ' s n o t g e t h u n g u p o n t h a t w o r d - " P a r a d i s e . " " I f t h e r e a r e d i f fi c u l t i e s
in i t for some people, there were none for this man. ' To him i t stood for the
r e s t o r a t i o n o f e v e r y t h i n g h e h a d b e e n m e a n t t o b e , b u t w h i c h h a d b e e n m i s s e d o r
d e s t r o y e d t h r o u g h s i n . N o w J e s u s i n p e r s o n a l l o v e p l e d g e d t h a t r e s t o r a t i o n t h r o u g h
t h e f r i e n d s h i p h e g a v e t o h i m h e r e a n d n o w ! " ( Wa l l a c e , 3 1 )

J e s u s o f f e r e d a n e t e r n i t y w i t h h i m s e l f w h i c h b e g a n a t t h a t i n s t a n t . W i t h t h e

past no longer of any consequence, being with Jesus was all that really mattered.
H e r e w a s t h e G o o d s h e p h e r d , f a i t h f u l t o t h e e n d , c o n c e r n e d o v e r t h e r e c o v e r y o f o n e
l o s t s h e e p b e f o r e i t w a s t o o l a t e . " M y s h e e p h e a r m y v o i c e , a n d I k n o w t h e m , a n d t h e y
f o l l o w m e ; a n d I o i y e t h e m e t e r n a l l i f e , a n d t h e y s h a l l n e v e r p e r i s h , a n d n o o n e s h a H

s n a t c h t h e m o u t o f m v h a n d . " ( J n . 1 0 : 2 7 - 2 8 ) , B o t h J e s u s a n d H i s d y i n g c o m p a n i o n k n e w
t h a t t h i s w a s t h e l a s t c h a n c e t o i m p a r t a n d t o r e c e i v e t h i s g o o d t ^ w s f o r E t e r n i t y .
T h e r e w a s n o t i m e f o r a n y t h i n g s u p e r fi c i a l o r s u b s i d i a r y . . . n o t h i n g b u t t i m e f o r t h a t
v i t a l m e s s a g e . T h i s d a y m a y b e o u r l a s t c h a n c e t o h e a r t h e s e w o r d s o u r s e l v e s , a n d
J e s u s a l s o e x p e c t s H i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o s p e a k w i t h t h e s a m e c o m p e l l i n g s e n s e o f

u r g e n c y t h i s a l l - i m p o r t a n t W o r d o f G o o d N e w s t o o u r w o r l d . . . a w o r l d o f p e o p l e w h o f a c e
e t e r n i t y . I t w a s R i c h a r d B a x t e r w h o w r o t e :

I " I p r e a c h e d a s n e v e r s u r e t o p r e a c h a g a i n ,And as a dy ing man to dy ing men. "

W i l l i a m B a r c l a y t e l l s u s t h a t " t h e w o r d ' p a r a d i s e ' i s a P e r s i a n w o r d m e a n i n g a
w a l l e d g a r d e n . W h e n a P e r s i a n k i n g w i s h e d t o d o o n e o f h i s s u b j e c t s a v e r y s p e c i a l
h o n o r h e m a d e h i m a c o m p a n i o n o f t h e g a r d e n , a n d h e w a s c h o s e n t o w a l k i n t h e g a r d e n
w i t h t h e k i n g . I t w a s m o r e t h a n i m m o r t a l i t y t h a t J e s u s p r o m i s e d t h e p e n i t e n t t h i e f .
H e p r o m i s e d h i m t h e h o n o r e d p l a c e o f a c o m p a n i o n o f t h e g a r d e n i n t h e c o u r t o f
h e a v e n . " ( § £ r c l a y 2 9 0 ) .

' F o r y e a r s i n t h e f e t t e r s o f s i n I w a s b o u n d ,T h e w o r l d c o u l d n p t h e l p m e — n o c o m f o r t I f o u n d ;
B u t n o w l i k e t h e b i r d s a n d t h e s u n b e a m s o f S p r i n g ,
I ' m f r e e a n d r e j o i c i n g — I w a l k w i t h t h e K i n g .

. k w i t h t h e K i n g , h a l l e l u j a h !
^ k w i t h t h e K m c , p r a i s e R i s n a m e !N o l o n g e r I r o a m , m y s b u l f a c e s h o m e ,I walk and I tal^ with the King." _

J a m e s R o w e



( E r d m a n 2 1 8 ) A l l a b o u t u s o u t t h e r e i s a w h o l e w o r l d o f d y i n g m e n a n d w o m e n w h o f a c e
eternity.. .wi11 they hear from those who speak with the same love and confidence
with which Jesus spoke? "Friend, Jesus Christ who is with you today and who speaks
this word, assures you that he wi l l be with you forever!" (Wal lace 31) We, who look
to the One on the c ross whose body was b roken and whose b lood was shed fo r ou r s ins ,
n o t o n l y c l a i m H i s p r o m i s e f o r o u r s e l v e s b u t w e o f f e r t o o t h e r s t h e s e w o r d s o f
Jesus. . . "Lo , I am wi th you a lways, " . . . in the dark va l leys , a long the rough h ighways,
t h r o u g h t h e w i n d i n g p a t h s . H e s a y s . . . a n d i n t h e e n d t h i s i s o u r b l e s s e d
a s s u r a n c e . . . " t h a t t o d e p a r t i s ' t o b e w i t h C h r i s t . ' w h i c h a s P a u l p u t s i t , ' i s v e r y
m u c h b e t t e r , ' "

I f t h e m o t h e r o f J e s u s w a s s t a n d i n g n e a r t h e c r o s s t h a t d a y , c o u l d n o t t h e
mother of that repentant thief have been there too? What joy and comfort to her heart
to know that a l l the past was over, and eterni ty had begun for her son wi th Jesus at
tha t ve ry moment . Severa l years ago on a Pa lm Sunday a f te rnoon, a young min is te r
f r i e n d i n K o r e a t o l d m e o f t h e h a p p y o c c a s i o n t h a t m o r n i n g i n h i s c h u r c h w h e n n e w
members were bapt ized. Among those received was one fami ly o f five. . . fa ther, mother,
and three grown chi Idren. . .a l1 bapt ized at once. Six months before they had taken the
pre l iminary examinat ion requi red by the Korean church. Since then the o ldest son had
entered the army but word had been sent for him to come to be examined with his family
fo r bapt ism on Saturday a f te rnoon. When he fa i led to appear, they thought he wou ld
come early Sunday morning. But by the morning worship hour he had not shown up. They
had almost reached the point in the service when baptism was to be administered, when
the pastor saw h im rush in the back door o f the church, persp i ra t ion s t reaming down
h is face fo r he had run f rom the bus s top . Hur r ied ly the pas tor beckoned h is e lders
to the pulpi t for a whispered conversat ion. What should be done? The young man had
not been examined, but he must be bapt ized wi th h is fami ly ! Waive the ru les and go
ahead, was the unanimous op in ion. And so, when the pastor ca l led out the names of
those to be baptized to come forward and named that son too, few in the congregation,
i nc lud ing h i s own fam i l y, knew he had a r r i ved . Tea rs o f j oy bu rs t f r om the eyes o f
m a n y a t t h e j o y o f s e e i n g o n e c o m p l e t e f a m i l y, u n i t e d , j o i n i n g t h e c h u r c h o f t h e
Living God together. Somehow what had been incomplete was now complete! This is what
causes great joy among the angels in heaven . . .because more than anything else God
w a n t s H i s f a m i l y c o m p l e t e a n d H e w i l l n o t r e s t u n t i l t h a t i s s o ! E v e r y s e a t a t t h e
banque t mus t be fi l l ed ! The who le ha rves t mus t be ga thered in ! The las t l os t sheep
m u s t b e f o u n d ! E v e r y p r o d i g a l s o n m u s t b e w e l c o m e d t o t h e b o s o m o f t h e F a t h e r !

T h a t i s o u r a s s u r a n c e a n d o u r j o y a s w e g a t h e r a r o u n d t h e ^ m m u n i j i n t a b l e O f o u r
L o r d t o r e m e m b e r h o w H i s d e a t h m a d e i t p o s s i b l e f o r u s t o g i v e t h a n k s f o r H i s g o o d
n e w s f r o m t h e c r o s s : " To d a y , y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . " G o o d n e w s f o r t h e
s inner,4good news for todayand good news for e tern i ty^

P r a v e r

W e t h a n k T h e e L o r d , f o r t h e o l d , o l d s t o r y o f J e s u s a n d H i s l o v e ,
t h a t l o v e s o a m a z i n g , s o d i v i n e , t h e l o v e t h a t w i l l n o t l e t u s g o .
Grant that having heard and accepted this good news from'the cross.
Thy spirit may empower us to offer that good news to all others
w h o , l i k e u s , a r e w i t h o u t h o p e s a v e i n J e s u s C h r i s t .
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^UA' To d a y y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e
L u k e 2 3 : 4 3

SCT^pture readin?;: Luke 23:32-43

" T r u l y , I s a y t o y o u , t o d a y y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . " W o r d s f r o m t h e c r o s s
to t he on l y pe rson reco rded i n t he Gospe ls who had eve r add ressed Jesus by H is
j^ iven name, a cr imina l who had p led, "Jesus, remember me when vou come in vour
k i n g l y p o w e r . " H e h a d s e e n t h a t " a l l t h a t m a t t e r s f - o r e i i t r v i n t o t h i s k i n g d o m i s
t o h a v e a p l a c e i n t h e m i n d a n d h e a r t o f t h i s m a n J e s u s , w h o s e p l a c e i s i n t h e
m i d s t o f s i n n e r s , a n d w h o s e f r i e n d s h i p c a n b e c l a i m e d a n d e n t e r e d i n t o b y a n y w h o
w i l l t o h a v e i t . " ( Wa l l a c e 2 6 ) H e r e w a s t h e p u r e g o l d o F t h e H o s p e l , H o d ' s w o r d
t o m a n s t r i p p e d o f e v e r y t h i n g e l s e t h e w o r l d u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e s w i t h t h e C h r i s t i a n
r e l i g i o n . . . c h u r c h c r e e d s a n d p o l i t i e s , p o m p a n d p r o p e r t y , s t e e p l e s , l i t u r g i e s ,
v e s t m e n t s , h i e r a r c h i e s , m i s s i o n p o l i c i e s a n d b u d g e t s . W h a t t h e w o r l d w a n t s t o
h e a r , w h a t t h e w o r l d n e e d s t o h e a r , w h a t t h e w o r l d m u s t h e a r a r e t h e s e w o r d s q f
t h e S a v i o u r : " T o d a y y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . "

1 . T h e W o r d f o r t h e S i n n e r . N o v e l i s t s a n d o t h e r s h a v e s p e c u l a t e d a b o u t t h e s e t w o
a ^ c r i m i n a l s . W e r e t h e y c o m m o n t h i e v e s , m u r d e r e r s , i n s u r r e c t i o n i s t s a g a i n s t t h e
7hated Roman government, or a combination of all of these? We do not know, but

t h e i r e x e c u t i o n w a s s c h e d u l e d w i t h J e s u s t o a d d t o H i s h u m i l i a t i o n , f o r " h e w a s
n u m b e r e d w i t h t l i e t r a n s g r e s s o r s . " A n d f o r a l l t i m e t h e c r o s s o f C h r i s t b e t w e e n
t h e s e t w o m e n h a s s y m b o l 1 z e d t h e o n l y e t e r n a l d i v i d i n g l i n e w h i c h c u t s a c r o s s a l l
o u r m a n - m a d e d i v i s i o n s . . . t h e l i n e b e t w e e n t h e r e p e n t a n t a n d t h e u n r e p e n t a n t . I n
t he m ids t o f a t o r r en t o f abuse o f t he One whom men p l aca rded as " t he K ing o f t he
Jews" and i n t he agony and hope lessness o f t ha t hou r, one man ' s hea r t was changed
f r o m v i l i f y i n g t h e S a v i o u r t o t r u s t i n H i m . W i t h i n h i s h e a r t t o o k p l a c e t h e
essen t i a l m i rac l e o f wh i ch Jesus had spoken t o N i codemus : "Excep t a man be bo rn
a g a i n , h e c a n n o t s e e t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d . "

Awith all this banter about "the king of the Jews," that man realized that Caesa
e n t l i r o n e d i n R o m e w a s n o t t h e t r u e k i n g , n o r w a s t h e r e v a 1 i d i t v i n t h e v a i n d r e a m
o f t h e J e w s o f a n e a r t h l y m e s s i a n i c k i n g . N o ! T h e k i n g d o m o f G o d w a s t h e p r e s e n c e
of this dying Jesus in men's hearts! JIad He not said, "Behold, the kingdom of Hod
i s i n t h e m i d s t o f v o u ? " r L k . 1 7 : 2 1 ) T h e k i n g d o m o f H o d w a s r i c h t t h e r e . . . p o w e r f u l .
e f f e c t i v e , t r a n s f o r m i n g , i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h a t a w f u l h o u r ! T h e t h i e f " s a w i n t h e
presence of this Jesus at his side not an o_f£aiis£ but the si<^n and pi edge that Hod
had so loved him as to give him the cnmpaninp<;!i1p of a loving powerful friend in
his death agony."(Wallace 26) Just as surely as Jesus had opened the eyes of the
b l i n d o r r a i s e d L a z a r u s f r o m t h e d e a d , s o o n h i s . c r o s s . t h i s b l i n d m a n s a ^ ^ , t h i s
d e a d m a n c a m e t o l i f e !

ATo his erstwise companion in crime, this man made one of the most remarkable con
f e s s i o n s o f r e p e n t a n c e a n d f a i t h o n r e c o r d . " , D o v o u n o t f e a r H o d , s i n c e v o u a r c .
u n d e r t l i o s a m e s e n t e n c e o f c o n d e m n a t i o n ? " . . . H e i s t h e O n e w h o s e l a w s w e h a v e b r o k e n
. . . n o t m e r e l y t h o s e o f s t a t e a n d s o c i e t y . " A n d w e i n d e e d i u s t l y : f o r w e a r e
r e c e i v i n g t h e d u e r e w a r d o f o u r d e e d s " . . . f u l l a n d g p n n a d m i s s i o n o f a l i f e o f c r i m e
a n d s h a m e . " R u t t h i s m a n h a s d o n e n o t h i n g w r o n g " . . . r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e s i n l e s s
nature of the Christ. Coupled with his dvipg plR^;^*the words of the thief contained
all the fnith and nccpptnncR of the Lordship of cfhrist required in more elaborate
c r e e d s o f t h e c h u r c i i . T h e r e w a s n o t i m e f o r g o o d w o r k s ^ n o t i m e f o r c h u r c h a t t e n
d a n c e , n o t i m e f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e s a c r a m e n t s . . . a l l o f w h i c h h e d o u b t l e s s
w o u l d h a v e d o n e h a d h e l i v e d . N o t h i n g b u t : " J e s u s , r e m e m b e r m e w h e n y o u c o m e i n
v o u r k i n r l v p o w e r . "

" N o t h i n g i n m y h a n d I b r i n g ,
S i m p l y t o T h y c r o s s T c l i n g . "



- ' 1 -

t h e w o r d f o r
- ^ P a r a d i s e . " H e r e
c/)And

i n d i v i d u a l . N o t e v e r y m a n f e e l s h i s n e e d i n t h e s a m e w a y, b u t l i k e t h i s d e s p e r a t e
man clinyring to his last hope, every man finds peace only when in repentance and
faith he accepts t l iose words from the Saviour: "Today you wil l be with me in
P a r a d i s e . " H e r e i s H i s w o r d t o o u r o w n s o u l s . H e r e i s H i s w o r d f o r u s t o r e p e n t
a s H i s m i s s i o n a r i e s t o t h e s i c k i n b o d y a n d s o u l , t h e o p p r e s s e d , t h e n e g l e c t e d ,
, t h c f r i e n d l e s s , t h e l o s t , t h e h o p e l e s s , t h e d y i n g . . . " T h e r e i s a S a v i o u r w h o a s s u r e s

'Today you wil l be with me in Paradise. '
c K o s s e s

2 . T h e W o r d f o r To d a y. " To d a y, y o u w i l l b e v / i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . "
■qirian v^fitii compassion and conVnm^ who understood what immediate

Luke the phy-
r e l l e f f r o m i n

tense pain means to the patient, is tlie only one wlio records this^ncident, and
h e l i k e d t h e w o r d " t o d a y. " I t i s L u k e w h o t e l l s h o w t h e a n g e l o f t h e L o r d a n n o u n c
e d t o t r e m b l i n g s h e p h e r d s , " To v o u i s b o r n t h i s d a v i n t h e c i t y o f D a v i d a S a v i o r ^
w h o i s C h r i s t t h e L o r d . " r 2 : 1 1 " )

1 5 _

ijThe word of the Savior is always the word for today. It is always today with Jesus
w h o d e s i r e s t o f o r g i v e a n d f o r g e t t h e p a s t a n d i t s s i n s . H e w a s n o t t a l k i n g a b o u t
t i m e c a l c u l a t i o n s . a s b e t w e e n G o o d F r i d a y a n d E a s t e r , o r b e t w e e n n o w a n d t h e fi n a l
resurection, but about "God's today which has appeared in the p^resence. and worl^ of
Jesus. God's today is whenever he calLa. and., man responds." rLBcTbsT^Jesus is
e v e r t h e f a i t h f u l a n d l o v i n g s h e p l i e r d , " c a l l i n g h i s o w n s h e e n b y n a m e . " H i s g r e a t
e s t c o n c e r n i s f o r " , t h e o t h e r s h e e p , t h a t a r e n o t o f t h i s f o l d . " T h e b a n q u e t i s
p r e p a r e d , t h e m a s t e r i s w a i t i n g , " C o m e f o r a l l i s n o w r e a d y. . . a n d I w a n t m v h o u s e
to be fi l led . ' ' "Beho ld , now - i s the acceptab le t ime; beho ld now is the dav^ f
sa l va t i on . " fl I Co r. 6 :2 ) Today has a r r i ved i n t h i s l and whe re we wo rk i n a ve ry
s p e c i a l w a y a s G o d o p e n s o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d g r a n t s r e s p o n s i v e h e a r t s .

. - a t o c e - k ; i c j o
c.'.jLast Friday^^we visited Pang-mai-li in a remot-e vallev over a high pasj east of

Chungoop at the request of a lady here in Seoul who was there to greet us. 30 year
a g o C l i u n g - h i . w a s t h e o n l y g i r l i n t h a t v i l l a g e t o a t t e n d s c l i o o l . O r p h a n e d a n d
h o m e l e s s w h e n c o m m u n i s t g u e r i l l a s i n fi l t r a t e d t h e r e g i o n a f t e r t h e Yo s u i n s u r r e c
t i o n i n 1 9 4 8 , a t t h e a g e o f 1 2 s h e w a s s e n t t o S e o u l , a d o p t e d i n t o t h e h o m e o f a
ROK army Christ ian general, became a Christ ian herself , married a photographer,
a n d b o r e s i x c h i l d r e n . S h e a n d h e r h u s b a n d a r e a c t i v e d e a c o n s i n t h e N o h - r y a n g - j i n
c h u r c h . E v e r y m o r n i n g t ] i e y h a v e f a m i l y p r a y e r s a t w h i c h t h e b u r d e n o f h e r p r a y e r
has been a church back in her native vi l lage, a project she is now prepared to
s u p p o r t . E v e n t h e " n e w v i l l a g e m o v e m e n t " h a s h a r d l y p e n e t r a t e d P a n g - m a i , a n d t h e
h o m e w h e r e w e w e r e f e a s t e d a l o n g w i t h h a l f a d o z e n o f t h e v i l l a g e " y e w - j i " ( d i s
t i n g u i s h e d c i t i z e n s ) r e m i n d e d u s o f t h o s e 1 - 5 u i ' 2 0 y e a r s a g o . T h e r e a r e n o C h r i s
t ians in the v i l lage , bu t as these men eager ly p ledgedthe i r coopera t ion in s ta r t
ing a c l iu rch , these thoughts came to me: The new h ighw 'ay From Chungoop was bu i l t
o v e r t h e m o u n t a i n s l a s t y e a r, b u t a s y e t P a n g - m a i h a s n o t h e a r d o f H i m w h o s a y s ,
"I am the way." The power lines are coming up the valley and soon will provide
abundant light, but tliey have not heard Him say, "I am the light of the world."
A m i l e away a new schoo l educa tes 225 ch i l d ren , bu t t hey know no th i ng o f t he One
w h o c l a i m s , " I a m t h e t r u t h . " A t h i n l i n e b r i n g s a t e l e p h o n e i n t o t h e v i l l a g e
a n d s e v e r a l h u n d r e d y a r d s a w a y o n a m o u n t a i n - t o p a r e t h e m i g h t y t o w e r s f o r l o n g
d i s t a n c e t e l e p h o n e r e l a y, b u t n o o n e h a s h e a r d t h e W o r d m a d e fl e s h . B u t To d a y
has come to Pang -ma i t h rough Oh Ch i ^p -h i Ch ipsa . as i t has come fo r i nnumerab le
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p l a c e s a c r o s s t i i i s l a n d , a n d p e o p l e a r e r e a d y a s w a s t h i s d y i n g f w
p r e s e n c e o f H i s d y i n g S a v i o r t o l i e a r t h e b l e s s e d w o r d s , " To d a y, y c
w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . ' "

l a n i n t h e
y o u v ; i l l b e

- , . 3 . T h e h ' o r d f o r E t e r n i t y . " To d a y y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . T h e W o r d
(^for the Sinner, the Word For Today, and the Word for Eternity. Let us not get

hung up on tha t word "Parad ise . " " I f there are d i fficu l t ies Tn i t fo r some peop le ,
t h r r e w e r e n o n e f o r t h i s m a n . T o h i m i t s t o o d f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f e v e r y t h i n g
he had been meant to be, but which had been g ixs^-ex l or dest royed t l i rough s in .
A n d n o w J e s u s i n p e r s n n n i I n v e p l e d g e d t h a t r e s t o r a t i o n t h r o u g h t h e f r i e n d s h i p
h e g i v e s t o l i i m h e r e a n d n o w ! " f W a l l a c e . 3 1 ) .

"2^ Jesus offered an etern i ty wi th h imsel f which began at that instant . Wi th the
past no longer of any mngognenre^ hoina with Jesus was al l that real ly mattered.
H e r e w a s t h e H o o d S h e p i i e r d . f a i t h f u l t o t h e e n d , c o n c e r n e d o v e r t h e r e c o v e r y o f
o n e l o s t s h e e p b e f o r e i t w a s t o o l a t e . ' " M y s h e e p h e a r m y v o i c e , a n d 1 k n o w
t h e m , a n d t h e y f o l l o w m e ; a n d I g i v e t h e m e t e r n a l l i f e , a n d t h e y s h a l l n e v e r
p e r i s h , a n d n o o n e s h a l l s n a t c h t h e m o u t o f m y h a n d . " ( J n . 1 0 : 2 7 - 2 8 ) . B o t h J e s u s
a n d H i s d y i n g c o m p a n i o n k n e w t h a t t l i i s w a s t h e r i - i a n r p t n i m p a r t a n d t o
r e c e i v e t l i a t Wo r d f o r F t c r n i t y. . . n o t i m e f o r a n y t h i n g s i i p e r f l e i a l o r s u b s i d i a r y
. . . n o t h i n g b u t t h e v i t a l W o r d . A n d J e s u s e x p e c t s H i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n w h a t
may th i s day be ou r 1n« ; t rhnnrp to speak w i th the same love and con f idence and
r ^ " g g p n c p o f u r g e n c y t h i s a l l - i m p o r l i a n t W o r d o f H o o d N e w s t o o u r w o r l d
o f p e o p l e f a c i n g e t e r n i t y . I t w a s R i c h a r d B a x t e r w h o w r o t e :

■ ' I p reached as neve r su re t o p reach aga in ,
A n d a s a d y i n g n a n t o d y i n g m e n . "

W i l l i a m B a r c l a y t e l l s u s t h a t " T h e w o r d P a r a d i s e i s a P e r s i a n w o r d m e a n i n g a' wa lied garden. When a Persian king wishe<l to do one of his subjects a very
spec ia l honour l ie made h im a companion o f the garden, and he was chosen to
w a l k i n t h e g a r d e n w i t i i t h e k i n g . I t w a s m o r e t h a n i m m o r t a l i t y t h a t J e s u s p r o m
i s e d t h e p e n i t e n t t l i i e f . H e p r o m i s e d j i i m t h e h o n o r e d p l a c e o f a c o m p a n i o n o f
t h e g a r d e n i n t h e c o u r t o f h e a v e n . " ( B a r c l a y 2 9 0 ) . H e r e i s

' T ) l e s s e d a s s u r a n c e , J e s u s i s m i n e !
0 v s ' h a t a f o r e t a s e t c ? o f g l o r y d i v i n e ! "

QVtIic heart of the promise to the dying theif was this: 'Thou shalt be with me. '^^(Frdman 218). There is a whole world of dyin(> men and women facin" eternity...
is- i l l they kxxs hear f rom those who speak wi th the same 1 nve_and conf_i i l iu iC£ wi th
i \ -h ich Jesus spoke: "Fr iend, Jesus Chrs t who is w i th vou todav and whn qneaky ;
this word, ymiy thkf he will be with vnn f nrc-\rfir I''fWa 1 1 a r o 31). We
_ T _ ■ _ r 1 J J „ _ r i r i

( F r d m a n 2 1 8 ) . T h e r e i s a w h o l e w o r l d o f d y i n ( > m e n a n d w o m e n f a c i n " e t e r n i t y.
Is*

w *

t h i s . . ,
c l a i m f o r o u r s e l v e s a n d w e o f f e r t o o t h e r s t h . e s e v v o r d s o f J e s u s , H i s p r o m i s e
t o b e w i t h u s . . . " L o , T a m w i t h y o u a l w a y s , " . . i n t h e d a r k v a l i e y s , a l o n g t h e
r o u g h h i g h w a y s , t h r o u g h t h e w i n d i n g a l l e y s . H e s a y s . . . a n d i n t h e e n d t h i s i s
o u r b l e s s e d a s s u r a n c e . . . " t h a t t o d e p a r t i s ' t o b e w i t h C h r i s t , ' w h i c h a s P a u l
n u t s i t , " i s v e r y m u c l i l i e t t e r . "

^jlf the mother of Jesus w*as standing by tliat day, could not the mother of that
r e p e n t a n t t h i e f h a v e b e e n t h e r e t o o ? V. T i a t j o y a n d c o m f o r t t o h e r h e a r t t o k n o w
t h a t a l l t h e n n s t w a s o v e r a n d e t e r n i t v h a d b e g u n a t t h a t v e r y m o m e n t . S e v e r a l
weeks ago on Pa lm Sunday a f t e rnoon , a young m in i s t e r f r i end o f m ine i n C l i un j u
to ld o f t ) i e happy occas ion tha t morn ing in h i s c l i u rch when new members were
b a p t i z e d . A m o n g t h o s e r e c e i v e d w a s o n e f a m i l y o f fi v e , f a t h e r a n d m o t h e r a n d
d l l d r e n . . . a l l b a p t i z e d a t o n c e . W h e n t h e y t o o k t h e p r e l i m i n a r y c a t e c h u m e n e x -
a m i r t t i o n s i x m o n t h s p r e v i o u s l y t h e o l d e s t s o n w a s a s e n i o r a t t h e l o c a l u n i v e r s i t y
B u t n o w h e w a s i n o f fi c e r s ' t r a i n i n g s c h o o l i n K w a n g j u , T h e p a s t o r a n d f a m i l y
h a d u r g e d h i m t o r e t u r n s o a s t o b e b a p t i z e d a n d r e c e i v e d i n t o c h u r c h m e m b e r
s h i p w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e f a m i l y. B u t v ; h e n t h e e x a m i n a t i o n s w e r e t o b e g i n S a t -
Birday afternooni, he failed to appear. They waited until the last but still he



did no't come. They hoped he would arrive Sunday morninv, but the service starte
an^ st i l l no eldest son. They had almost reached the point in the serv ice when
baptism was to be administered when the pastor saw the younjr man rush in the
bach door of the cl iurch, perspiration streaming down his face fior he had run the
last part of the way to the church. Hurriedly beckping his elders to the pul
pit he lield a whispered conf ersat ion. What should be done? The young man had
not been examined, but he must be baptized with his family! IVaive the rules
and go aliead, was the unanimous opinion. And so when the pastor called out the
names of those to be baptized to come forward and named the son too, few in tlie
congregation, including that family^, kesw he had arrived. Tears of joy burst
from the eyes of alT^ ai id the joy of seeing one complete family, united, joini j ig
the churcJ i . Somehow what had been i prnmpl o te was now comnlete! Th is is why
the angels sing and the heavens ring^!....because more than anything el^ God
wants iUs family complete and He will not rest until that is so! Every^eat ss
at the banquet must be fi l led^ ! the who le harves t must be gathered in ! the
l a s t l o s t s l i e c p m y s - t b e f o u n d !

Th i s i s ou r assu rance and ou r j o y as we ga the r a round t he commun ion t ab l e o f
u c r L o r d t o r e m e m b e r a n d t o g i v e t h a n k s f o r ! l i s w o r d f r o m t h e c r o s s t o a l l o f
u s s i n n e r s : ' " To d a y, y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n P a r a d i s e . "

P r a y e r. W e t h a n k T h e e L o r d , f o r t h e o l d o l d s t o r y o f J e s u s a n d H i s l o v e ,
t l i a t To v e s o a m a z i n g , s o d i v i n e , t h e l o v e t h a t w i l l n o t l e t u s g o .
G r a n t t h a t h a v i n g h e a r d t h i s w o r d f r o m t h e c r o s s . T h y S p i r i t m a y e m p o w e r
u s t o o f f e r i t t o a l l o t h e r s w h o , l i k e u s , a r e w i t h o u t h o p e s a v e i n J e s u s C h r i s t



1 . P r a i s e t h e L o r d , s i n g h a l l e l u j a h !
C h i l d r e n o f . G o d ' s g r a c i o u s c h o i c e :

L e t H i s p r a i s e s r i s e a s t h u n d e r ,
L e t t h e w h o l e e a r t h h e a r H i s v o i c e ;

Ti l l t he song o f H i s sa l va t i on
' - ' a k e s H i s b r o k e n w o r l d r e j o i c e !

2. Man's impr isoning n ig i^ t is shat tered
A t t h e i m p a c t o f H i s Wo r d ;

L i g h t a n d l i f e s p r i n g f o r t h d e t e r n a l
' . /here that mighty voice is heard;

Let the pov;ers of death and darkness
Ch'.'n the triumph of tlieir Lord!

3 . P r a i s e t h e L o r d u n t i l i l i s g l o r y
F l o o d s t h e f a r t h e s t r e i l m s o f e a r t h .

T i l l f r o m e v e r y t r i b e a n d n a t i o n
S o u l s r i s e u p i n g l a d r e b i r t h ;

H a s t e t h e d a y o f H i s a p p e a r i n g
W h e n a l l c r e a t u r e s o w n H i s w o r t h .

4 . P r a i s e t h e L o r d , s i n g h a l l e l u j a h !
S o u th H i s s o v e r e i g n g r a c e s a b r o a d .

T i l l l i i s W o r d i s l o v e d a n d h o n o r e d
E v e r y w h e r e m a n ' s f e e t h a v e t r o d ;

T i l l ! : i s r a n s o m e d f a m i l y g a t h e r s
Safely round the t^.rone of God!

Written by E. ?^^!argaret Clarkson for the
1 9 7 4 I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s o f W o r l d
E v a n g e l i z a t i o n a t L a u s a n n e .



w h e n J e s u s A b i d e s 'ihoj^S
5 f c r i n t u r e r e a d i n g : L u k e 2 4 : 1 3 - 3 5

Te x t : " A b i d e w _ i t h u _ s _ : f o r i t i s t o w a r d e v e n i n g , a n d t h e d a v i s n o w f a r s n e n t . "
l Y . J l

There is a legend that ,Luke the physician was also a skilled .n^ainter. Tn either
case his writ ings shoYthe interest in details of a observer. giving them
remarkable beauty and loveliness, BSe^f^mmaus story is one of his best, and aside
f r o m a b r i e f m e n t i o n b y M a r k , h e i s t h e o n l y o n e w h o t e l l s i t .

L a t e o n t h e fi r s t E a s t e r d a y , t w o o f J e s u s ' d i s c i p l e s w e r e w a l k i n g t o F m m a u s ,
7 m i l e s w e s t o f J e r u s a l e m , v e r y l i k e l y t h e h o m e o f o n e o f t h e m . C l e o o a s , t h e
on ly one named, had a Greek name. Luke too , was Greek , the on ly non-Jew ish NewTestament writer. Could it have been tha^he oaths of these two com-natriots had
c r o s s e d s o m e w h e r e s o t h a t L u k e h a d h a d a p e r s o n a l r e n o r t o f t h i s i n c i d e n t ?

The two frien^d^s left Jerusalem sad, disappointed, and perplexed. A two-hour walk
V7asn't a bad^i^i^fe for men in this state of mind, v^hen frustrated, mentally tired
or d is tu rbed, o r upset , T find tha t ge t t ing ou t in the f resh a i r, mowing the lawn
o r t a k i n g a h i k e c a n h e l p m e s o r t t h i n g s o u t . F o r t h e t w o d i s c i n l e s i t p r o v i d e d
an opportunity to meet the r isen Master who always has a way of being infinitely
c a p a b l e o f m a k i n g s e n s e o f t h i n a s T N a t u r a l l y t h e y d i s c u s s e d t h e e v e n t s o f t h e
past two days, shar ing v iewpoints, quest ioning each other. They were not surpr ise<
when a Stranger attached Himself to them as easily hanpenfe along rural paths. Nor
did they recognize Him...it has been conjectured that walking into the setting sun
may have bl inded them, though more l ikelv a Divine purpose prevented recognit ion.
At any rate by the end of thei r v is i t the i r faces were set towards the sunshine,
toward the dawn of a new day of understanding and joy and hope.

They expressed surprise that Jesus apparently knew nothing of recent events in
vlerusalem, and gave Him a short but accurate account of the arrest , crucifixion,
a n d r e p o r t e d r e s u r r e c t i o n o f J e s u s . T h e S t r a n g e r r e p l i e d w i t h a n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n
of those same events in the light o^ Old Testament Scripture. So fascinating were
His words that tim.e passed quickly. As they reached Emmaus, He acted as though
He were going further. In courtesy He would not force Himself upon these men, but
w a i t e d f o r t h e i r s p o n t a n e o u s i n v i t a t i o n : " A b i d e w i t h u s : f o r i t i s t o v j a r d e v e n i n g .
a n d t h e d a v i s n o w f a r s p e n t . " t V Y V f W - t M /

As usual^ready to accept an invitation, Jonuc^entered to eat supper with them.
Though a guest, it was when He performed the act of a host and in a familiar way
took bread and blessed it, that their eyes were opened and the two disciples recog
nized their Master. They had been close enough to Him in the past to know some
mannerism in His—GT fiPffirh which somehow up until now they had not detectec
in this Christ in His resurrected body. Immediately He vanished, demonstrating
t h a t i n H i s r e s u r r e c t e d s t a t e H e w a s n o l o n g e r s u b j e c t t o t h e o r d i n a r v n h v s i o a l

Governing hwridnity. with unbounded joy cieopas and his fr iend ran back toJerusalem to join the other disciples, convinced that Jesus whom they loved so
m u c h , w a s n o w a l i v e i n d e e d !

Pight now, let's consider some thoughts of what happens when Jesus abides with uq.as He did with the two on the road to Fmmaus^ and at their supper table.

"inds are Enlightened. What would we give for a recording of Jesus' words that
day. The two disciples had loved and admired Jesus; They had acknowledged Him as

set their hopes on Him as the Messiah who would deliver their people. Now they
were deeply troubled and perplexed by all the weird things going on that day.
In a way Jesus was demonstrating that no longer need they depend upon His physical
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n r e s e n c e a s t h e t e a c h e r o f G o d ' s t r u t h . H e w a s i n i t i a t i n q t h e m i n t o h o v ; t h e H o l y
Spirit'^He had promised to send would teach them "all things." '^'he techhio^^of that
qrea tes t o f teachers , the Ho ly Sp i r i t , dmons t ra ted by Jesus tha t day, ins t ruc ts
us today as we search the Scriptures, bofth old and New Testament, to reveal the
t h i n g s o f J e s u s C h r i s t .

Jesus began with a rhetor ical quest ion: "Was i t not necesgarv for Christ to
s u f f e r t h e s e t h i n g s a n d t o e n t e r i n t o H i s q l o r v ? " S u f f e r i n g a n d g l o r i fi c a t i o n . . .
d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n . . . c r o s s a n d c r o w n . . . t h e - - v e r y t w o m a t t e r s p e r p l e x i n g t h e s e
t w o m e n ! To c l a r i f y t h e i r c o n f u s e d t h i n k i n g , H e o p e n e d u p t h e S c r i p t u r e s b e g i n n i n <
w i t h M o s e s , t h e fi r s t o t w r i t e r , a n d c o n t i n u i n g t h r o u g h t h e n r o p h e t s , t h e l a s t w r i
t e r s . L a t e r t h a t s a m e e v e n i n g t o t h e r e s t o f t h e d i s c i n l e s , t h e r i s e n C h r i f e t
g a v e t h e s a m e m e s s a g e . V s . 4 5 - 4 7 : " T h e s e a r e ^ ^ v w o r d s w h i c h I s n o k e t o w h i l e
T w a s s t i l l w i t h v o u . t h a t a l l t h i n g s w h i c h a r e w r i t t e n a b o u t M e i n t h e T . a w o f
^oses and the Promts and the Psalms must be fulfilled. And He opened thfil r " 'I
t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e H r ^ r ^ • n ^ n r e s . "

He showed how the'^QT sacrificial system, the^rophesies of a Lamb pierced for
our t ransgress ions and c rushed fo r our in iqu i t ies , the^romises o f Cne f rom the
l i n e o f K i n g D a v i d w h o w o u l d r e i g n i n t h e h e a r t s o f m e n t o b r i n g p e a c e a n d j u s t i c e
the^^^hjie like the Pon of Man in a Babylonian fiery furnace fefurage and
comfort amidst the fires of persecution, th^Cne of whom it was said, "Thou wilt
n o t l e t m y s o u H i s e e d e s t r u c t i o n . " t h e ^ ^ V l s i o n s o f t h e f u t u r e e x a l t a t i o n o f t h e
s u f f e r e n g P e r v a n t . . . a l l t h e s e a n d m a n y m o r e w e r e f u l fi l l e d i n H i m s e l f . R e n e a t h
a n d b e y o n d t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y a n d o b v i o u s m e a n i n g s o f p a s s a g e s i n t h e P s a l m s a n d
P r o p h e t s , a n d i n t h e l a w s a n d r i t u a l s o f J u d a i s m , J e s u s p o i n t e d o u t t h e d e e n e r
a p p l i c a t i o n s t o H i m s e l f w h i c h b o t h t h e v a n d w e t o d a y l e a r n a s t h e H o l v P n i r i t
e n l i g h t e n s o u r m i n d s i n t h e s t u d y o f S c r i p t u r e , ' ^ h e O l d t e s t a m e n t i s n o t e x t i n c t .
T t i s - r o i p v a n t t o d a y . I ' J h e n C h r i s t a b i d e s w i t h u s . H i s S p i r i t o p e n s u p f o r
us as He d id fo r the two on the road to Fmmaus, co j j c joc j

F y e s a r e O p e n e d . " A n d t h e i r e v e s w e r e o p e n e d a n d t h e v r e c o c n i r . e d H i m . " T h i s
w a s m o r e t h a n p h y s i c a l r e c o g n i t i o n . N o w t h e y s a w t h e r e a l J e s u s . T h e y h a d k n o w n
H i m a s a g r e a t m i r a c l e w o r k e r, " O n e w h o s p o k e w o n d e r f u l w o r d s o f t r u t h , a g r a c i o u s
and loving friend who iWerstood and sympathized and cared for them in ways never
e x h i b i t e d b y t h e i r o w n r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s . N o w, w i t h m i n d s e n l i g h t e n e d b y t h e
S c r i p t u r e s J e s u s h a d b e e n e x p o u n d i n g , t h e i r e y e s w e r e o p e n e d t o s e e H i m w i t h
m o r e t h a n p h y s i c a l e y e s i g h t .

T h e y s a w J e s u s i n G o d ' s p l a n f o r t h e a c r e s . T h e y s a w t h e e t e r n a l d i m e n s i o n !
of His coming into the world, and especially of tKe events of the nast three days.
B e f o r e t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e w o r l d , n o d h a d o r d a i n e d t h e s e e v e n t s f o r t h e s a l v a
tion of m.an and for His own glory. He was the kev to the whole mystery of God's
dealings with men, making good the promises and fulfilling the prophesies. Their
e y e s w e r e o p e n e d t o t h e g r a n d e u r o f D i v i n e p r o v i d e n c e a n d t o J e s u s C h r i s t a t t h e
c e n t e r o f i t a l l !

(iL Thev saw Jesus' death and resurrection not as tragic or sensational, but
as r ru r ianv v i ta l i re« ; i - r>r i no l -A la^ i on«;h in be tween God and s in fu l man. He made
p l a i n t h a t o u r r e d e m p t i o n c o u l d o n l y b e a c c o m p l i s h e d b v H i s d e a t h . S o m e h o w t h e i r
e y e s h a d f a i l e d t o s e e w h a t H e h a d c l e a r l y t a u g h t a b o u t H i s o w n r e s u r r e c t i o n , , ,now they were opened to see not only the reality of that event, but^hat it made
credible all His claims^to be the Son of God, the '^^essiah, the risen, living Sav-
iour who would rod.eem~^Tsr^el not by re-instating a kingdom of David or Solomon
i n J e r u s a l e m , b u t a s t h e t r u e I s r a e l o f G o d , t h e r e d e e m e d o f a l l a g e s a n d a l l
n a t i o n s f o r a l l t i m e .

Thev saw H im a? ; t he hone o f t he wo r l d . L i f e cou ld neve r be t he same .
Contemplation of death was transformed. With bodily resurrection now not only
p o s s i b l e b u t c e r t a i n b v p o s i t i v e p r o o f , l i f e t o o k o n n e w m e a n i n g a s t h e g a t e w a y
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t o a n e w a n d g l o r i o u s e x i s t e n c e . T h e y s a w w h a t J e s u s m e a n t w h e n H e s a i d t o M a r t h a
R e t h a n v : " T a m t h e r p s n r r e c t i o n t h P l i f e r h e w h o b e T i ^ v p R i n s h ^ l l T i v e

e v e n i f h e d i e s , a n d e v e r y o n e w h o l i v e s a n d b e l i e v e s i n M e s h a l l n e v e r d i e . " T h e i r
eyes were opened to the tremendous truth^v/hich became the cutting edge of thexx
G o s p e l m e s s a g e o f a n i n f a n t c h u r c h i n a : i o n - b e l i e v i n c T w o r l d .
1 ^ 1 < j "
/3I Hearts are Warmed. "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was sneaV-

I n a t o u s o n t h e r o ' a ? ? " B o t h m e n f e l t t h e s a m e s e n s a t i o n . T h e i r h e a r t s w e r e g e t
on fire while with Jesus on the road and hearing how Hfe'-'telated the events of Pa^-
s i o n w e e k t o a n c i e n t S c r i p t u r e s . W e h a v e a n e x n r e s s i o n t h a t s o m e t h i n g " w a r m s o u rhearts." Tt means that some word or event has given us ci¥ieTH!^'^^ersonal satisfac
t i o n a n d p l e a s u r e , a n d h a s k i c k e d u n e m o t i o n s o f l o v e a n d d e v o t i o n a n d r e - d e d i c a
t i o n . S u r e l y t h a t w a s w h a t t o o k n l a c e w h e n t h e s e t v ; o m e n f e l t t h e i r h e a r t s b u r n i . n <

f t a ^ T - T h e n J e s n s a b i d e s w i t h u s . h e a r t s a r e w a r m e d w i t h l o v e , d e v o t i o n a n d n e a c e . N o t
lono before, Jesus had^^s^id to ("Hi s^f r j^nds, "Let not your ^ ^ troubled..."
yet for three days^ l̂'lS^ nad beein^^^^ '̂ eefe-̂ sorrow^with hones d'a?Re!r"̂ d the future
dark and b leak. Now the flanes\were k ind led again, and they could walk in the i r
l i g h t a n d b e e m p o w e r e d b y t h e i r h e a t , i n a l i t t l e b o o k e n t i t l e d , " ^ h e R o m a n c e o f
t h e L a s t P r u s a d e " a M a n o r I h e r t r e c o u n t s h i s e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h G e n e r a l A l l e n b v
i n t h e ^ i r s t W o r l d Wa r y v ^ d o h g u e s t o f P a l e s t i n e . Te r r i b l e b a t t l e s w e r e f o u g h t a r o u n d
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s i t e o f E m m a u s . D u r i n a a l u l l i n t h e fi g h t i n g t h i s o f fi c e r w e n t
t o a n o l d m o n a s t e r y w h e r e l a y o n e o f h i s c o m o a n y , a m o r t a l l y w o u n d e d y o u n g s t e r .

" T g u e s s e d h e m u s t b e f e e l i n g p r e t t y l o n e l v a n d b a d l v i n n e e d o f h i s m o t h e r , t o
w h o m h e h a d p r o b a b l y g o n e i n t h e p a s t w i t h e v e r y a c h e a n d n a i n , s u r e o f s y m n a t h y .
H e h a d b e e n a s o l d i e r f o r t h r e e y e a r s , b u t n o v r h e w a s j u s t a l i t t l e b o y a g a i n ,
b a d l v h u r t a n d f r i g h t e n e d a n d t e r r i b l y a f r a i d t o d i e . B u t T w a s h i s o f fi c e r ,
a n d t o h n e n o r m o u s e x t e n t , o f fi c e r s a n d m e n m u s t a l w a y s r e m a i n s t r a n g e r s . I t w a s
h a r d l y t o b e e x p e c t e d t h a t a n o f fi c e r w o u l d l i s t e n w h i l s t a c o m m o n s o l d i e r b o y ,
i n r o u g h u n p o l i s h e d l a n g u a g e , p o u r e d o u t a l l t h e d o u b t s a n d h a l f - f o r m e d f e a r s t h a t
w e r e . p e r n l e x i n g h i m . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , h o w c o u l d ! s a y, a s o p d k n o w s T w a n t e d t o ;
' J u s t n a v e a g o o d c r y, o l d c h a p ; h a n g t h e w o r l d a n d w h a t o t h e r s m a y t h i n k . ' "

" I n s t e a d I d r e w a n e m p t y a m m u n i t i o n b o x t o w a r d s t h e b e d a n d s a t d o w n , a n d b e c a u s e
I t h o u g h t i t m i g h t i n t e r e s t h i m , I t o l d h i m t h e s t o r y o f E m m a u s : O f h o w C h r i s t h a d
a p p e a r e d t o H i s d i s c i p l e s u p o n t h a t v e r y s p o t a f t e r t h e C r u c i fi x i o n , j u s t a s n i g h t
was coming on, and how, as He was about to go, one of them had ent reated Him say
i n g , ' a b i d e w i t h u s . f o r i t i s t o w a r d e v e n i n g , a n d t h e d a v i s f a r s n e n t : ' a n d h o w
H e h a d r e m a i n e d f o r a w h i l e , a n d b r o k e n b r e a d a n d b l e s s e d i t , a n d g i v e n i t t o t h e m ,
a n d ^ h a d s a i d , ' T a m w i t h v o u a l w a v t , e v e n u n t o t h e e n d o f t h e w o r l d ! ' "

i a Va , -
" J u s t a s I fi n i s h e d s p e a k i n g a r a y f r o m t h e s e t t i n g s u n s t o l e i n a t t h e m u l l i o n e d
w i n d o w a n d f e l l a c r o s s t h e b e d , l i g h t i n g u p t h e d y i n g s o l d i e r ' s f a c e . T h e s t r a i n
e d , w o r r i e d l o o k h a d v a n i s h e d ; a p e a c e f u l , a l m o s t h a n n y a n d c o n t e n t e d e x p r e s s i o n
h a d t a k e n i t s p l a c e . H i s h a n d c r e p t s l o w l y f r o m , t h e s i d e o f t h e b e d . I t o o k i t
i n m i n e . H e w h i s p e r e d , b u t a l t h o u g h h i s v o i c e w a s v e r y l o w , T h e a r d e v e r y w o r d h e
s a i d : " ^ h a n k v o u f o r t e l l i n g m e t h a t s t o r y , s i r . T V B i d e w i t h m e , f a s t f a l l s t h e
e v e n t i d e i s m o t h e r ' s f a v o r i t e h y m n . I s h a l l b e a b l e t o s l e e p n o w . C o o d - n i g h t ,
s i r ! ' A n d t h e n , l o w e r s t i l l , h e m u r m u r e d , ' C o d b l e s s y o u ! ' "

Wi th hearts^warmed to face the future, the hearts of the two disc in les burned to
Q share the good news.. .alwavs the frui t of abiding in Him and of His abiding in us.

^ o r g e t t i n a p h y s i c a l a n d e m o t i o n a l e x h a u s t i o n t h e y r a c e d b a c k t o J e r u s a l e m t o r e
j o i c e v ; i t h t h e o t h e r d i s c i p l e s a n d r e l a t e t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e . " T h e L o r d i s r e a l l v
r i s e n 1 " W i t h b u r n i n g h e a r t s . t - h i g i g t h e m e s s a g e , t h e g o o d n e w s , t h e y p r e a c h e d t o
t h e w o r l d . N o w t h e y w e r e " o n ^ i r e " t o l e t a l l m e n k n o w t h e l o v e o ^ C o d , a n d H i s
g r e a t p l a n o f t h e a a e s a l r e a d y r e v e a l e d b u t s o l i t t l e u n d e r s t o o d i n t h e a n c i e n t
S c r i p t u r e s .
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A f t e r h e a r i n g t h e f a m o u s E n g l i s h p r e a c h e r, G . C a m n b e l l M o r g a n , o n t h i s p a s s a g e a
woman named Eve lyn Dav ies wro te ano the r hymn, a conve rsa t i on be tween the be l i eve r
a n d J e s u s , s o m e w h a t c h a n g i n g t h e e m p h a s i s o f t h e m o r e f a m i l i a r h y m n .

" A B i d e w i t h u s , t h e n i g h t l y s h a d o w s f a l l .
T h e r o a d i s l o n e a n d r o u g h f o r o n e a n d a l l ?
B u t T h o u , a S t r a n g e r h e r e , w i l t l o s e T h y w a y .
S o c o m e a n d b e o u r G u e s t u n t i l ' t i s d a y .

A , " ' A b i d e w i t h u s ! O h , d o I h e a r a r i g h t
T h a t y o u w i l l g i v e M e s h e l t e r f o r t h e n i g h t ,
A n d w e l c o m e M e , a s G u e s t , w i t h i n y o u r h o m e ?
o h , h a p p i n e s s , I ' l l b r i n g y o u t o M y t h r o n e ! '

9 , " C o m e i n ! w e f a i n w o u l d e n t e r t a i n T h e e n o w ,
A n d c h a s e t h a t l o o k o f s a d n e s s f r o m T h y b r o w ;
F o o t s o r e a n d w e a r y , T h o u w i t h T h y l o n g w a l k ,
A P i d e w i t h u s , a n d l e t u s f r e e l y t a l k .

" ' T w i l l c o r e i n g l a r l l v
^ , " ' 1 w i l l c o m e i n a n d g l a d l y s t a y w i t h y o u ?

Y o u k n o w n o t y e t . M y c h i l d r e n , w h a t y o u d o .
M y h e a r t i s a l w a y s y e a r n i n g f o r t h a t w o r d

" A b i d e w i t h u s " — w h i c h I h a v e " j u s t n o w h e a r d . '

" S o i n t h e c a l m o f t h a t b l e s t e v e n i n g h o u r
T h o s e t w o d i s c i p l e s l e a r n t t h e s e c r e t p o w e r
O f c l o s e c o m m u n i o n w i t h t h e u n k n o w n L o r d ,
T « 7 h o m t h e y b e f o r e h a d s e e n — b u t n o w a d o r e d .

i , " o J e s u s , c o m e , a n d l i k e w i s e w i t h u s s t a y .
W e ' l l g i v e T h e e w e l c o m e o n T h y l o n e l y v / a y ;
O u r l i v e s a t T h y d i s p o s a l w e w i l l p l a c e .
W i t h a c t s o f l o v e . T h y s o r r o w d e e p t o c h a s e .

7 , " A b i d e w i t h u s , a n d t r e a t u s a s T h y f r i e n d s ?
T h u s m a y w e f o r p a s t c o l d n e s s m a k e a m e n d s ?
O u r d o o r t o T h e e b e a l w a y s o p e n w i d e ?
C o m e i n , a n d e v e r w i t h u s n o w a b i d e !

I t " T h u s m a y w e k n o w T h e e r e a l l y a s T h o u a r t ,
A s f r i e n d w i t h f r i e n d l e a r n s e a c h t h e o t h e r ' s h e a r t .
W i t h i n o u r d o o r s r e v e a l T h y s e l f t h e w a v ; G W r i i . i « - r
L e a d u s t o h e a v e n , a t e v e n t i d e , o n e d a y . - n . • » .ihcvGts \vt ooyke.i'A^ ^cvTKec,

TVie coo/c^s'̂ c
^Our three hymns today were all written by Henrv ^rancis Lvte (17P3-1847.H e w a s a h u m b l e A n g l i c a n p a r s o n w h o m i n i s t e r e d f o r 2 4 y e a r s t o t h e fi s h e r -

f o l k o f L o w e r B r i x h a m i n E n g l a n d , T h e r e i s n o n e e d t o e m p h a s i z e w h a t h i s
" A B i d e w i t h m e " h a s m e a n t n o t o n l y t o a l l E n g l a n d b u t t o a p a r i s h a s w i d e
a s t h e F n o l i s h - s p e a k i n g w o r l d a n d n o w i n t r a n s l a t i o n t o e v e r y n a t i o n o n
e a r t h . S o m e y e a r s a g o a s t u d y o f h y m n s u s e d i n t h e O y f o r d c h u r c h e s s h o w e d
t h a t m o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r h i s " P r a i s e m v s o u l , t h e K i n g o f H e a v e n "
was mos^'^idely uset^^nc'i'uSing the wddding services of King George VT,
the Princess Poyal, the Duchess of Kent, the nresent Oueen^'j-^^) , the 1918
A r m i s t i c e D a y s e r v i c e a t w ® H t m i n s t e r A b b e y, a n d t h e J u b i l e e o f K i n g G e o r g eV at St. Paul's. Practicall'^nknown at death, Lyte is today remembered the
w o r l d o v e r f o r o u r t h r e e h y m n s t o d a y :

f e y A b i d e w i t h m e
J e s u s . I m v c r o s s h a v e t a k e n

3 1 P r a i s e . M v P o t i ] . t h e K i n g o f H e a v e n .



i \ t T h e F o r f r i v e n e s s o f S i n s a : . . 5 / / 7 7 '
a n d f o r e i v e n e s s
f r o m J e r u s a 1 c m .

Tex-^ri fl', Fnentance
nat i OTS |.v be^innint^

U
S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : L u k e 2 4 : 4 4 - 4 9

o f s i n s s h o u l d
L u k e 2 4 : 4 7

b e n r e a c h e d i n h i s n a m e t o a l l

T b e l i e v e i n . . . ' t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s . "
l i e f i n t h e t h r e e P e r s o n s o f t h e T r i n i t y ,
w h i c h a r e : " T h e h o l y c a t h o l i c c h u r c h , t h e
o f s i n s , t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e b o d y , a n d

a f f i rs b e -T h e A p o s t l e s ' C r e e d fi r s t
a n d t h e n i n fi v e ? r e a t d o ^ c t r i n e s ,
c o m m u n i o n o f s a i n t s , t h e f o r ( ; i v e n e s s

t h e l i f e e v e r l a s t i n g . " J e s u s i n s t r u c t
e d t h a t f " r e n e n t a n c e a n d f o r g i v e n s s o f s i n s s h o u l d b e p r e a c h e d i n h i s h i a n m c t o
a l l n a t i o n s , b e g i n n i n ^ y f r o m J e r u s a l e m . " L u k e 2 4 : 4 7 .

" T h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s " i s t h e t h i r d o f t h e s e fi v e . T h e fi r s t t w o a r e c l o s e l y
r e l a t e d t o e a c h o t h e r b e c a u s e t h e y c o n c e r n t h e C h r i s t i a n b o d y c o l l e c t i v e l y , i . e . ,
" t h e h o l y c a t h o l i c c h u r c h a n d t h e c o m m u n i o n o f s a i n t s ' . T h e l a s t t w o a r e a l s o
c l o s e l y r e l a t e d b e c a u s e t h e y c o n c e r n t h e . f u t u r e o f t h e C h r i s j j . a n , i . e . , " T h e
r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e b o d y a n d t h e l i f e e v e r l a s t i n g . ' T h i s p u t s t h e m o s t f u n d a
m e n t a l o f t h e fi v e d o c t r i n e s i n t h e c e n t r a l n o _ s _ i t i p n , b u t w h y d i d i t n o t c o m e
fi r s t ? W o u l d i t n o t b e m o r e l o . g i c a l o r d e r t o d e c l a r e : " I b e l i e v e i n t h e f o r g i v e
ness of sins, the holy catholic church, the communion o f Va'i "n"t~s~,' t lTe FeTiTrFe^t i 'd'n
6T"'fTi~c FTodyT 'a"h~d~Tire I^Te" Vver'l'a'Ft'iTfg"?

W i l l i a m B a r c l a y h a s a n i n t e r e s t i n g e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h i s . U n d o u b t e d l y t h e e a r l y
C h u r c l i p r e a c h e d t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s t h r o u g h C h r i s t t o a l l m e n . B u t i n C l i r i s t

o f s i n s h * a s n o ti a n l i t e r a t u r e f o l l o w i n g t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t e r a t h e f o r g i v e n e s s
s t r e s s e d , b u t r a t h e r t h e e t h i c a l d e m a n d o f C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d t h e n e c e s s i t y o f
h e i j i g d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e w o r l d . S i n s p r i o r t o b a p t i s m w e r e f o r g i v e n b u t w o e t o
t h o s e w h o s i n n e d a f t e r b a p t i s m . T h e n t h e t h c o l o n i c a l p e n d u l u m s w u n g a n d t h e
i d e a c a m e t h a t t h e c h u r c h w a s n o l o n g e r t h e e x c l u s i v e c o m m u n i t y o f s a i n t s : i t
w a s t h e i n c l u s i v e a r k o f s a l v a t i o n . E a r l y c h u r c h f a t h e r s b e g a n t o t e a c h t h a t

the church has the poK'er to forgive sins. ' Now we al l know that current prob
lems and points Q.f emphasis affect the formation of creeds, so against this
background those who composed the Apostles* Creed put the doctrine of forgiveness
o f s i ns r i gh t a f t e r t he s ta temen t T be l i eve i n t he ho l y ca tho l i c chu rch because
i t w a s b e l i e v e d t h a t i t w a s p r e c i s e l y w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h t h a t t h i s f o r g i v e n e s s
w a s t o b e f o u n d . T h e c h u r c h w a s t h e v e h i c l e o f f o r g i v e n e s s . I n l a t e r c h u r c h
h i s t o r y t h i s d o c t r i n e p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t i n fl u e n c e s o t h a t t h i s a r t i c l e o f t h ecreed came to mean for some: "T beXley.e that forgjvj^nes^ i_^ to be d'-t. n i n e d. i.p _tlie
Cb.ur^b of Cji .r jsjt , As long as the churcl i is the place where this message is pro
c l a i m e d a n d o f f e r e d t h e n i n d e e d i t s h o u l d b e c p g t r a l i n a l l o u r d o c t r i n e s , b u t
e r r o r c o m e s w h e n t h e c h u r c h i t s e l f r a t h e r t h a n a g r a c i o u s F a t h e r i s t h e s o u r c e
o f f o r g i v e n e s s .

Forgiveness is one of the greatest themes in the Bible. From the dawn of h istory
man has been t-UXning away from 'lod, disoJigging His commands, ignoring the stan
dards of r ighteousness God requires, and refus i j ig to g ive Him His r ight fu l p lace
in our hearts. As God's spokesmen denounced sin and warned of punishment there
w a s i n va r i a l i l y a n o f f e r o f f u l l f o rg i ve n e ss mo r - : ma g n a n i mo u s t h a n me n ca n e ve r
exorcise among themselves. Furthermore, again and again God made good on His
o F f e r a p d g r a n t e d f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n o f r i g h t s a n d P r i v i l e g e s . J e s u s s p o k e o f t e n
o f F o r g i v e n e s s . G o m e o f o u r f a v o r i t e p a r a b l e s h a v e f o r g i v e n s s a s t h e i r t h e m e .
I ' e h i m s e l f p r o n o u n c e d f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s . H e f o r g a v e t h o s e w h o m h e m e t . . . t h e
p u b l i c a n s , t h e a d u l t e r o u s w o m a n , t h e t h i e f o n t h e c r o s s . H e f o r g a v e t h e k i c k e d
e , g t a b l i s h m e n t , t h e m o r a l l y w e a k r u l e r s , a n d t h e b r u t a l s o l d i e r s w h o c o n n i v e d t o
e x e c u t e h i m , c r y i n g o u t i n h i s d y i n g m o m e n t s , " F a t h e r f o r g i v e t h e m , f o r t h e v
k n o w n o t w h a t t h e y d o . ' *

F x a m i n e t h e p r e a c h i n g o f t h e a p o s t l e s , a n d f o r g i v e n e s s o F s i n s i s p r o c l a i m e d e v
e r y w h e r e . J e s u s h a d C Q m j i i i . s _ S _ i _ Q . n . . e . d t h e m t o b e " w i t n e s s e s " a n d t h a t m e a n t p r o
c l a i m i n g t h e F o r g i v e n e s s H e h a d t a u g h t a n d d e m o n s t r a t e d . I n t h e e x p a n d e d f o r m
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o f t h e " g r e a t c o m m i s s i o n " a t t h e e n d o f L u k e ' s G o s p e l , J e s u s r e v i e w e d t h e S c r i p -
" t u r e s ( t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t ) , t h e m e a n i n g o f H i s d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n , a n d t h e

n e c e s s i t y t h a t ' r e p e n t a n c e a n d f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s s h o u l d b e p r e a c h e d i n h i s
n a m e t o a l l n a t i o n s . " A t P e n t e c o s t , P e t e r p r o c l a i m e d : " P e p e n t , a n d b e b a p t i z e d
e v e r y o n e o f y o u i n t h e n a m e o f J e s u s C h r i s t f o r t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f y o u r s i n s . "
( 2 : 3 8 ) . A f t e r t h e l a m e m a n w a s c u r e d , P e t e r p r o c l a i m e d t o t h e c r o w d : " R e p e n t
t h e r e f o r e , a n d t u r n a g a i n , t h a t y o u r s i n s m a y b e b l o t t e d o u t . " ( 5 : 1 9 ) S t e p h e n ,
c a u g h t u p i n t h e s p i r i t o f f o r g i v e n e s s d i e d p r a y i n g : " ' L o r d , d o n o t h o l d t h i s s i n
a g a i n s t t h e m . " ( 7 : 6 0 ) P a u l ' s fi r s t m i s s i o n a r y s e r m o n c o n c l u d e s : " L e t i t b e
k n o w n t o y o u t h e r e f o r e h r e t h e e n , t h a t t h r o u g h t h i s m a n f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s i s
proc 1 ^imj^d t o__yoj. i . " (13 : 38) . This is the punch l ine" of every apostles' sermon!

C l e a r l y t h i s w o r d f o r g i v e n e s s c a n n o t b e c o n s i d e r e d a p a r t f r o m t w o o t h e r g r e a t
N e w Te s t a m e n t w o r d s : " s i n " a n d " r e p e n t a n c e . ' W h i l e P r e „ s b y t e r i a n s d o n o t o b s e r v e
a f o r m a l p e r i o d o f c o n f e s s i o n . o f s i n a n d r e p e n t a n c e l e a d i n g u p t o R a s t e r , i t
i s i m p o r t a n t t o r e l a t e t h e m t o o u r L o r d ' s p a s s i o n . I n t h e A p o s t l e s ' c r e e d ,
a s i d e f r o m a f fi r m a t i o n o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l f a c t o f t h e c r u c i fi x i o n , t h i s o n e
c o n f r o n t s u s m o s t c l o s e l y w i t h t h e h e a r t o f t h e G o s p e l m e s s a g e .

T h e B i b l e h a s a b o u t a d o z e n w o r d s f o r s i n , e a c h a d d i n g s o m e t h i n g w h i c h m a k e s u s
r e c o g n i z e t h e e n o r m i t y o f i t . C o n s i d e r t h e s e b r i e fl y . ( T a k e n f r o m B a r c l a y )

^ i " i s f a i l u r e , m i s s i n g t h e m a r k . W e f a i l t o m e e t t h e p u r p G s e f o r w h i c h G o d
m a d e u s . F e w o f u s c a n c l a i m t o h a v e b e e n a s g o o d a p a r e n t o r c h i l d o r s u b j e c t
o f G o d a s w e s h o u l d h a v e b e e n . W e h a v e m i s s e d t h e m a r k .
2 . S i n i s a s t e p p i n g a c r o s s , o r t r a n s g r e s s i o n . T h e r e i s a y e l l o w l i n e d o w n t h e
m i d d l e o f G o d ' s h i g h w a y . W e k n o v ; b e t t e r , b u t w e v e e r t o t h e w r o n g s i ; i d e .
3 . S i n i s f a l l i n g . T h r o u g h l a c k o f c a r e a n d w a t c h f u l n e s s w e b l u n d e r a c r o s s t h e
l i n e .

A . S i n i s l a w l e s s n e s s , t h e d e l i b e r a t e a c t s i n o f t h e m a n w h o k n o w s t h e r i g h t
a n d d o c s t h e w r o n g .

i s p e r v e r s i o n , a d i s t o r t i o n o f t h a t w h i c h i s r i g h t p e r h a p s i n i t s e l f .
6 . S i n i s r e b e l l i o n , t h e r e f u s a l t o s u b m i t , t h e i n s i s t a n c e o n o n e ' s o w n w a y .
7 . S i n i s u n g o d l i n e s s s , t h e o p p o s i t e o f r e v e r e n c e , t h e r e f u s a l t o g i v e G o d t h e
h o n o r a n d r e s p e c t w h i c h i s H i s d u e .

w r o n g - d o i n g , t h e r e f u s a l t o a c c e p t G o d ' s y . a r d - s t i c k o f r i g h t a n d w r o n g ,
a n d h e n c c ^ o f t c n h u r t s n o t o n l y o u r s e l v e s b u t o t h e r p e o p l e t o o .

^ 3 3 1 i s d e b t . i ^ s s H S K N x k k e s p e c i a l l y n o t a c c e p t i n g t h e o b l i g a t i o n t h a t w e o w e
t o t h e l o v e t h a n w h i c h n o n e c a n b e g r e a t e r . " F o r g i v e u s o u r d e b t s , a s w e f o r
g i v e o u r d e b t o r s . "
1 0 . S i n i s d e a f n e s s , t h e d e l i b e r a t e R e f u s a l t o l i s t e n . T h i s s e l f - i n d u c e d d e a f

n e s s s t i fl e s a n d s i l e n c e s t h e v o i c e o f G o d .
1 1 . S i n i s d e f e a t . I t i s a m a n ' s b e t t e r k n o w l e d g e a n d b e t t e r s e l f b e i n g c o n q u e r
e d b y t h a t w h i c h i s b e l o w t h e C h r i s t i a n s t a n d a r d .
1 2 . S i n i s a s t a t e . H a b i t u a l s i n b e c o m e s a s t a t e o f w i c k e d n e s s , t h e e x a c t o p
p o s i t e o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s . I t i s t h e l . i f e p a t t e r n i n t o w h i c h a s i n n i n g m a n c o m e s .

W i t h s o m u c h p a c k e d i n t o t h i s l i t t l e w o r d " s i n " w h o c a n d e c l a r e h i s i j i n o . c e n c e ?
^ C J h r y s o s t o m , t h e m o s t e l o q u e n t o f e a r l y c h u r c h p r e a c h e r s , u s e d t o s a y, ' ' T h e r e i s

o n l y o n e c a 1 a m i t y . . . s i n ! " S i n i s t h e g r e a t l e v e l e r o f a l l o f u s b e f o r e G o d .
E m p e r o r . ^ r n n c i s J o s e p h o f A u s t r i a w a s b u r i e d i n t h e g l o o m y c r p y t o f t h e ( : h u r c h
o f t h e C a p u c h i j i i n V l e j i n . a , w h e r e s l e e p a l l h i s F a t h e r s o f t h e h o u s e o f l l a b s b u r g .
A s t h e f u n e r a l n r o c e s s i o n e n t e r e d t h e v a u l t i t w a s h a l t e d b y a v o i c e f r o m w i t h i n :
" W h o i s t h e r e ? " T h e r e p l y w a s : " H i s . - i n c L S t s e r e n e m a j e s t y , t h e E n i p e r o r F r a n c i s
J o s e p h . " T h e c h a l l e n g e r t h e n s a i d , " I k n o w h i m n o ! ^ , W h o i s t h e r e ? " A s e c o n d
r e p l y w a s m a d e : " T h e e m p e r o r o f . A u s t r i a a n d A p o s t o l i c K i n g o f H u n g a r y i s o u t s i d e .
A g a i n t h e c h a l l e n g e r a n s w e r e d , " I k n o w h i m n o t . W h o i s t h e r e ? " T h i s t i m e t h e
v o i c e w i t h o u t r e p l i e d , " A x s i n f u l m a n , o . u r b r o t h e r F r a n c i s . J o s e p h . " T h e n t h e
p o r t a l w a s o p e n e d a n d t h e k i n g w a s l a i d t o r e s t a m o n g h i s f a t h e r s . K i n g a n d
c o m m o n e r . . . a 1 1 a 1 i k e . . . s i n n e r s b e f o r e G o d .
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• ' T h e b r i d - s e b e t w e o n o u r s i n a n d ^ o d ' s f o r g i v e n e s s i s t h e w o r d r e p e n t a n c e . , a n d
i t i n v o l v e s t h r e e s t e p s . R E p e n t a n c e i n v o l v e s ( i ) n e w t h o u g h t s a b o u t s o m e a c t i o n
o r s i t u a t i o n , ( 2 ) r e g r e t f o r t h e m i s t a k e t h a t h a s b e e n m a d e o r t h e w r o n g t h a t

h a s b e e n d o n e , ( 3 ) d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o n w r i a m e n d l i f e i n t h e f u t u r e a n d n o t t o m a k e
t h e s a m e m i s t a k e o r c o m m i t t h e s a m e s i n a g a i n . f ^ o d h a s e s t a b l i s h e d a l l t h e
c o n d i t i o n s w h e r e b y a S c a d a h o l y fl o d c a n r i g h t g r a c i o u s l y f o r g i v e s i n ; b u t t h e
C h r i s t i a n m e s s a g e o f f o r g i v e n e s s r e q u i r e s r e p e n t a n c e o n t h e . . p a r t o f m a n . G o d ' s
d e l a y i n p u n i s h i n g m e n a n d r e n d e r i n g fi n a l j u d g e m e n t i s n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n a
p a r t o f H i s g r e a t d e s i r e t o f o r g i v e , a n d s o H e d e l a y s i n o r d e r t o a f f o r d u s t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e p e n t . R e p e n t a n c e r e q u i r e s a s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n o f w h a t w e a r e ,
a n d t h i s s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n c o m e s a s a g i f t o f o u r L o r d , a s H i s H o l y S p i r i t c o n v i c t
u s o f s i n . W h a t a w o n d e r f u l G o d a n d S a v i o u r , w h o n o t o n l y o f f e r s f o r g i v e n e s s ,
b u t o p e n s o u r e y e s t o s e e o u r s e l v e s a n d c a u s e s u s t o r e p e n t a n d b e f o r g i v e n !

T h e B i b l e h a s a b o u t a s m a n y d i f f e r e n t w o r d s f o r f o r g i v e n e s s a s i t d o e s f o r s i n .
P e r h a p s y o u c a n t h i n k o f o t h e r s I h a v e n o t t h o u g h t o f h e r e . ( S e e B a r c l a y )
1 . F o r g i v e n e s s i s s e n d i n g a w a y . . . j u s t l i k e t u r n i n g c a t t l e l o o s e i n a fi e l d .
2 . F o r g i v e n e s s i s a " f r e e g i f t . . . n o t d e s e r v e d , b u t a b s o l u t e l y f r e e .
3 . F o r g i v e n s s i s t o b e b l o t t e d o r c a n c e l l e d o u t . . . i ! i s t a s a S D X L n _ ^ e c o u l d w i p e
o u t t h e i n k u s e d o n a n c i e n t p a p y r u s a n d r e m o v e t l i e r e c o r d c o m p l e t e l y .
4 . F o r g i v e n e s s i s t o p u t a w a y o r a b o l a s h . T t m a k e s s i n i n o p e r a t i v e a n d i n e f ^ f e c -
t i v o , l i k e d r o p p i n g a n o l d a u t o m o b i l e i n t o t h e b o t t o m o f t h e s e a .

F o r g i v e n e s s i s r e s c u e o r d e l i v e r a n c e , a s n s a i l o r i s r e s c u e d a f t e r s h i n
w r e c k a t s e a , o r a m a n s i ^ c k . u n t o d e a t h i s r e s t o r e d t o h e a l t h .
6 . ^ o r < ^ i v e n e s s i s l i b e r a t i o n o r f r e e d o m , a s a d e a t h r o w p r i s o n e r i s r e l e a s e d
f r o m h i s b a r r e d c e l l .

7 . F o r g i v e n e s s i s a w a s h i n g . ; T t i s b e i n g m i r i fi  e d . c l e a n s e d o f t h e r i t u a l
u n c l e a n n e s s w h i c h p r e v e n t s u s f r o m w o r s h i p a n d f r o m t h e p r e s e n c e o f G o d .
R . F o r g i v e n e s s i s a t a k i n g a w a y , s o t h a t v . ' h c n a ' " a n i s t r u l y f o r g i v e n G o d t a k e s
a w a y a n d r e m o v e s h i s s i n .
9 . F o r g i v e n e s s i s t o c o v e r , s o t h a t C o d n u t s o u r s i n s o u t o f H i s s i g h t f o r e v e r ,
l ike the l itt le chorus my father l iked to sing to us: " Wfi e n, G o d f o r g_i v e s , Me., for g
5 ^ 1 0 . f o r g i v e n e s s i s t h e g r e a t k i n g c a n c e l l i n g o u t t h e b i l l i o n d o l l a r d e b t o f
b i s s t e w a r d ; i t i s t h e f a t h e r w e l c o m i n g t h e p r o d i g a l s o n w i t h o p e n a r m s , c l o t h i n g
h i m w i t h n e w g a r m e n t s , p u t t i n g a r i n g o n h i s fi n g e r , a n d k i l l i n g t h e f a t t e d
c a l f a n d h o l d i n g a g r e a t f e a s t ' " f o r t h i s m y s o n w a s d e a d . a n d i s a l i v e a g a i n . . ;
H e _ w ^ s _ l o s t , a n d . . i _ s _ f o u n d . "

I f r e p e n t a n c e o o e n s t h e d o o r f o r f o r g i v e n e s s f r o m m a n e ' s s i d e , . J e s u s i s t h e k e y
o n t h e d i v i n e s i d e . T h e N e w Te s t a m e n t p r e a c h e r s p r e a c h e d t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f

.^sins in his name, making His person and work the basis of our forgiveness.
/ . J e s u s s p o k e o f g i v i n g h i m s e l f f o r u s .

" I n J e s u s C h r i s t G o d c o m e s t o m e n , a n d h e s a y s , * I l o v e y o u l i k e t h a t . " R l i e n .
w e s e e J e s u s h e a l i n g t h e s i c k , f e e d i n g t h e h u n g r y , b c i h n g t h e f r i e n d o f o u t c a s t s
a n d s i n n e r s , t h i s i s G o d s a y i n g : ' I l o v e y o u l i k e t h a t . ' W h e n w e s e e J e s u s
s t i l l r e f u s i n g t o d o a n y t h i n g h u t l o v e , e v e n w h e n m e n b e t r a y a n d i n s u l t a n d
r e v X I e h i m , t h i s i s G o d s a y i n g : ' I l o v e y o u l i k e t h a t . ' i f J e s u s h a d
s t o p p e d b e f o r e t h e c r o s s , i t w o u l d h a v e m e a n t t h a t t h e r e w a s s o m e p o i n t b e y o n d
K ' h i c h t h e l o v e o f G o d \ ^ o u l d n o t g o , b u t b e c a u s e . J e s u s , h a v i n g l o v e d m e n , l o v e d
t h e m t o t h e e n d , i t m e a n s t h e r e i s n o t h i n g w h i c h c a n a l t e r t h e l o v e o f G o d .
I t m e a n s t h a t G o d i n J e s u s C h r i s t s a y s : ' Yo u c a n b e J : _ T, a y m e ; y o u c a n h ^ ^ m e ;
y o u c a n m i _ s _ j . . u d g e m e ; y o u c a n s c _ p u r g e m e ; y o u c a n c r u c i f y ^ m e ; a n d n o t h i n g y o u
c a n d o c a n a l t e r m y l o v e . ' N o m a n e v e r t h o u g h t o f G o d l i k e t h a t a n d n o m a n
e v e r c o u l d h a v e t h o u g h o f G o d l i k e t h a t . T h i s i s s t a g g e r i n g l y n e w a n d u t t e r l y
un d _i s c o v e r ah 1 e. b.y_.any_.hum_an means . Only Jesus Christ could tell men "tTTat"!
A n d t h e r e f o r e i t i s m s p t l i t e r a l l y t r u e t h a t i t c o s t t h e l i f e a n d d e a t h o f
. J e s u s C h r i s t t o r e c o n c i l e m e n t o G o d . H n d i t n o t b e e n f o r t h e l e f e a n d t h e
d e a t h a n d t h e c r o s s o f C h r i s t , n o m a n w o u l d e v e r h a v e k n o w n w h a t G o d i s l i b e . ' '
B a r c l a y 3 3 1 .



''Some years a<TO this story appeared in the Reader's Digest, A gentleman riding
o n a t r a i n n o t i c e d t h a t t h e y o u n g m a n s i t t i n g o p p o s i t e w a s t e n s e a n d d i s t u r b e d
a n d k i n d l y a s k e d w h a t t h e t r o u b l e w a s . T h e y o u n g m a n r e p l i e d , " T h i s m o r n i n g I
w a s r e l e a s e d f r o m t h e p e n i t e n t i a r y. Tw o y e a r s a g o I w a s c o n v i c t e d o f c r i m e
a n d b r o u g h t s h a m e t o m y p a r e n t s a n d f r i e n d s . F o r t w o y e a r s T h a v e h e a r d n o t h i n g
f r o m t h e m o r s e e n t h e m a n d n o w T w a n t t o r e t u r n h o m e . H o w w i l l t h e y r e c e i v e m e ?
T w r o t e a l e t t e r t e l l i n g t h e m T a m r e t u r n i n g b y t r a i n t o d a y . O u r f a r m i s b e s i d e
t h e r c i l r o a d b e f o r e w e r e a c h t h e n e a r e s t d e n o t , a n d T a s k e d t h e m i f t h e y w e r e
w i l l i n g t o f o r g i v e a n d t a k e m e b a c k t o t i e a w h i t e c l o t h t o t h e a p p l e t r e e i n
t h e f r o n t y a r d . I f I s e e i t , I w i l l g e t o f f t h e t r a i n , k n o w i n g t h a t I a m f o r
g i v e n ; o t h e r w i s e I w i l l s t a y o n a n d n e v e r r e t u r n h o m e . ' T h e k i n d l y g e n t l e m a n
r e p l i e d , " R i l a x a n d c l o s e y o u r e y e s a n d t r y t o r e s t ; I w i l l w a t h h f o r t h e c l o t h
a n d t e l l y o u . ' P r e s e n t l y h e e x c l a i m e d : " R h ! L o o k h o w y o u a r e f o r g i v e n , h o w
y o u r p a r e n t s l o v e y o u a n d \ \ ' a n t y o u b a c k ! " y ^ n d w h e n t h e y o u n g m a n l o o k e d t l i e r e
w a s n o t o n e c l o t h , b u t s o m a n y t h a t t h e t r e e l o o k e d a s t h o u g h a f r e s h s n o w h a d
f a l l e n .

T b e l i e v e . . . i n t l i e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n .

P r a y e r : H o l y F a t h e r , w e t h a n k t h e e f o r t h y W o r d . . .

" C o m e n o w . l e t u s r e a s o n t o g e t h e r , s a y s t h e L o r d ; t h o u g h y o u r s i n s a r e l i k e
s c a r l e t , t h e y s h a l l b e a s w h i t e a s s n o w ; t h o u g h t h e y a r e r e d l i k e c r i m s o n ,
t h e y s h a l l b e c o m e l i k e w o o l . "

" A s f a r a s t h e e a s t i s f r o m t h e w e s t , s o f a r d o e s h e r e m o v e o u r g r a n g r e s s i o n s
f r o m u s . "

' ' I n h i m w e h a v e r e d e m p t i o n t h r o u g h h i s b l o o d , t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f o u r t r e s
p a s s e s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r i c l i e s o f h i s g r a c e w h i c h h e l a v i s h e d u p o n u s .

A l l p r a i s e a n d ^ n n k s f o r f o r g i v e n s s o f o u r s i n . H e l n u s a s w e n r e a c h f o r -
g i venss o f s i n ( ^o o the rs i n t he name o f Tesus Ch r i s t - , t ha t we may demons t ra te
b y f o r g i v i n g o t h e r s t h e i r t r e s s p a s s e s a s y o u h a v e f o r g i v e n u s .



TfiT(|r : "An<1 it came to pass, while he Messed then, he parted from then,and was
c a r r i e d u p i n t o h e a v e n . " I - u k e 2 4 : 5 1

Pcripture: Jn. 7:32-5$; Ik. 24:^-53
" M o s t n o d e r n l i v e s o f C h r i s t c o m n e n c e a t B e t h l e h e m a n d e n d w i t h t h e 4 s c e n s i o n ,

hut Chr is t 's l i fe began ear l ier and cont inue^ J-a^r. " CTSBB loc c i t ) . The Man

i O f t h o - a x a a A - i - s — n o w t h e _ _ M a p i n e l n r v . Ye t t h e e v e n t s w h i c h t o o k J e s u s f r o m t h e

e a r t h h a c k t o h e a v e n g t a h p u t t h i s o f y e a r s o I o n ? a g o a r e a l l h u t i g n o r e d .

V 'e s ing the ca ro l s p roc la im ing H is b t r t h , hu t how many hymns do you know p ro

c l a i m i n g H i s r e t u r n t o H e a v e n ? We p r e a c h t h e c r o s s . a s w e l l w e s h o u l d , b u t w e

m e n t i o n t h e c r o w n w i t h a l l i t s b e n e fi t s t o t h e C h r i s t i a n r i g h t n o w . T n

t h e A n o s t l e s C r e e d w e r e c i t e , " ? I e a s c e n d e d i n t o h e a v e n , a n d s a t d o w n a t t h e

r i g h t h a n d o f G o d A l m i g h t y . . . " h u t f o r g e t t o c o n s i d e r t h e s i g n i fi c a n c e o f H i s

e x a l t a t i o n . To d a v w e r e m e m b e r t h e A s c e n s i o n o f C h r i s t . U i k e 2 4 : 5 1 t e l l s u s ,

" A n d i t c a m e t o p a s s , w h i l e h e b l e s s e d t h e m , h e p a r t e d f r o m t h e m , a n d w a s c a r r i e d

u p i n t o h e a v e n . "

m The Ascension Foretold. Jesus never concealed His anticipated return to hea
v e n , a n d o f t e n m e n t i o n e d i t t o H i s d i s c i n l e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e G o s p e l o f J o h n .

W h e n t h e y g r u m b l e d b e c a u s e o f H i s d i f fi c u l t t n a c h i n g s , s u c h a s , " E x c e p t y e e a t

t h e fl e s h o f t h e * ^ o n o f m a n a n d d r i n k b i s b l o o d , y e h a v e n o t l i f e i n y o u r s e l v e s . '

C J n . 6 : 5 3 ) , J e s u s c h a l l e n g e d t h e m w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n : " W h a t t h e n i ^ y e s h o u l d b e

h o l d t h e ^ o n o f m a n a s c e n d i n g w h e r e h e w a s b e f o r e , " ( J n . 6 : 6 2 ) , W h e n P h a r i s e e s

t r i e d t o a r r e s t H i m , J e s u s t h r e w t h e m i n t o c o n f u s i o n w i t h t h e r e m a r k : " Y e t a

l i t t le while am T with vou, and T go unto him that sent me. Ye shall seek me,

a n d s h a l l n o t fi n d m e ; a n d w h e r e T a m , y e c a n n o t c o " i e . " f J n . 7 : 3 3 - 3 4 ) .

T n J o h n 1 4 , J e s u s t a l k e d a t l e n g t h o f H i s c o m i n g d e p a r t u r e , y e t t h i s m a v b e a

b r i e f c o n d e n s a t i o n o f a l l H e s a i d a b o u ' * ' i t . b e a r d h o w T s a i d t o v o u , T g o

a w a y, a n d T c o m e u n t o y o u . I f y e l o v e d m e , y e v ; o u l d h a v e r e i o i c e d , b e c a u s e T

g o u n t o t h e F a t h e r . " ( J n . 1 4 : 2 R ) T , a t e r i n t h i s d i s c o u r s e . H e s a i d , " B u t n o w T

g o u n t o h i m t h a t s e n t m e ; a n d n o n e o f y o u a s k m e , w h i t h e r g o e s t t h o u ? " ( J n . 1 6 : 5 )



On res i i rec t ion morn ing in the (garden ou ts ide the tomb, Jesus spohe to ^^a ry Mag

d a l e n e : " To u c h m e n o t ; f o r T a m n o t y e t a s c e n d e d u n t o t h e ' ^ a t h e r : b u t g o u n t o

my b re th ren , and sav to them, T ascend un to mv Fa the r and vour Fa the r, and my

G o d a n d y o u r G o d . " C J i i • 2 0 : 1 7 ) .

Tn no sense does Jesus seem to have had an overwhelming long ing to re turn home

t o H i s F a t h e r . T h e r e w a s n o r e s e m b l a n c e t o G Ts c o u n t i n g t h e d a y s u n t i l t h e y

r e t u r n t o t h e S t a t e s , o r e v e n m i s s i o n a r i e s a n t i c i p a t i n g i m m a n e n t f u r l o u g h !

F a t h e r , J e s u s w a s d i s t i n c l y c o n s c i o u s o f W h o H e w a s a n d b ^ h v P o w a c h e r e . H e

s o u g h t t o c o n v i n c e H i s f o l l o w e r s o f t h e t r u e c o s m i c s i g n i F i c a n c e o f H i s l i f e

here within the t imeless frameworV of the designs of almighty God. As He sat

d o w n f o r t h e l a s t F n n n e r w i t h H i s d i s c i n l e s , H e k n e w " t h a t h i s h o u r w a s c o m e

t h a t h e s h o u l d d e n a r t o u t o f t h i s w o r l d u n t o t h e F a t h e r " a n d " t h a t t h e F a t h e r

h a d g i v e n a l l t h i n g s i n t o h i s h a n d s , a n d t h a t h e c a m e f o r t h f r o m G o d a n d g o e t h

u n t o G o d . " ( J n . 1 3 , 1 , 3 ) . H i s a n t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e A s c e n s i o n , t h e n , w a s n o t s o

m u c h i n t e r m s o f w h a t w e t h i n k o f a s a • • . b u t a s t h e c r o w n i n g e v e n t

i n G o d ' s p l a n o f s a l v a t i o n f a n d c o n t i n u a l s o v e r e i g n t y .

T h e A s c e n s i o n a s a n E v e n t . M a t t h e w a n d J o h n d o n o t r e c o r d t h e a c t u a l e v e n t .

M a r k t e l l s h o w H e w a s r e c e i v e d u p i n t o h e a v e n , b u t t h e s e fi n a l w o r d s o f h i s G o s

pel are not generalt^accepted as authentic. Put T.uke tells us about it both at
t h e e n d o f h i s G o s p e l a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e b o o k o f A c t s . A s a c a r e f u l h i s

t o r i a n , L u k e r e c o g n i z e d t h e A s c e n s i o n a s t h e l o g i c a l b e g i n n i n g o f C h u r c h H i s t o r y

a p a r t f r o m t h e a c c o u n t o f t h e e a r t h l y m i n i s t r y o f J e s u s H i m s e l f .

The accoun t i s b r ie f . H is par t ing words ins t ruc ted H is d isc ip les to be H is

w i t n e s s e s t o t h e u t t e r m o s t p a r t s o f t h e e a r t h . T h e n ^ ' w h i l e H e b l e s s e d t h e m "

H e p a r t e d f r o m t h e m , l ^ ' h a t a b e a u t i f u l w a v t o s a y g o o d - b y e . H i s b l e s s i n g r e e t s

u p o n a l l H i s f o l l o w e r s a n d H i s w i t n e s s e s t o t h i s d a y ! T h e a c c o u n t s v a r y s l i g h t l y

a s t o h o w H e l e f t . " f ^ e p a r t e d f r o m t h e m " " H e w a s c a r r i e d u p i n t o h e a v e n . " " H e

was received up into heaveV, ' "He was taken up out of their s ight." The effect



W 3 S s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n s i m n l y n a s s i v e v e r b s i n -

f r o m e a r t h t o h e a v e n . T h i s w a s i n s t a s s n n p r n a t n r a l a s t h e a r r i v a l o f J e s u s i n

i ^ e t h l e h e m o r H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n s o m e 4 0 d a v s b e f o r e . A l l t h r e e e v e n t s a r e f a b l e s-■ V > ^ '

or nivth^ to those who Hnnbt thp Tnirarnlrmg, deny the siinernatural . and refuse
t o b e l i e v e w h a t t h e y c a n n o t s c i e n t i fi c a l l v n r o v e o r s e n s u a l l y e x p e r i e n c e .

f o r t h e m a n o f f a i t h , a n d t h e m a n o f r e a s o n a b l e n a t u i t w h o a c c e n t s t h e t e s t i m o n v

o f r e l i a b l e w i t n e s s e s , a n d e v e n m o r e f o r t h e m a n w h o h a s e x p e r i e n c e d t h e p r e s e n c e

n n w e r o f t h e R i s e n L o r d i n h i s l i f e . . . t h e A s c e n s i o n e v e n t i s t h e n a t u r a l a n d

g l o r i o u s c u l m i n a t i o n o f o u r L o r d ' s e a r t h l v m i n i s t r y . 5 ^ o m e w ^ o r r y o v e r t h e q u e s

t i o n t h a t J e s u s " w p n t u o " w h e r e a s m o d e r n s c i e n c e i n d i c a t e s n o r e a l u p a n d d o w n

in the universe; they complain that this places heaven in a j3]Lys.lca,1^5,!LP^»

"Heaven is at once a place and a state, and as personal i ty necessari ly impl ies

l^ca l i j y, some p lace for "^ur Lord"s Div ine .v tyet rhuman. . .Person is essent ia l . . . .
T t m a t t e r s n o t t h a t o u r c o n c e p t i o n t o d a v o f t h e p h v s i c a l u n i v e r s e i s d i f f e r e n t

f r o m t h a t o f N e w Te s t a m e n t t i m e s . W e s t i l l s n e a V o f t h e s \ j n s e t t i n g a n d r i s i n g ,

t h o u g h s t r i c t l y t h e s e a r e n o t t r u e . T h e d e t a i l s o f t h e A s c e n s i o n a r e r e a l l y u n

i m p o r t a n t . r h r i s t d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m v i e w , a n d n o q u e s t i o n n e e d b e r a i s e d e i t h e r

o f d i s t a n c e o r d i r e c t i o n . " f T S B F l . T h e p o w e r o f G o d r e m o v e d H i m w h i l e H e w a s

blessing the disciples., .a blessing that has never terminated ^ tok(ck us fo... .

rTTll The ascension as a doctr ine. The Ascension of Jesus has value for us not

^ because of His phvsical remoteness but because of His spiritual nearness. He
s a i d , " R e c a t i s e T l i v e , v e s h a l l l i v e a l s o . " T h i s t r u t h h a s s e v e r a l a s p e c t s . . .

every one of which give us c/>m^rt and s^reng^th and b^e and victory.

T h e A s e e n s i o n m e a n s t h a t o u r r e d e m p t i o n i s a c c o m p l i s h e d . H a v i n g r e m o v e d o u r

s i n b y d e a t h o n t h e c r o s s , J e s u s d e m o n s t r a t e d H i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s b v H i s r e t u r n

t o h e a v e n . O n l y t h e r i g h t e o u s c a n e n t e r h e a v e n , a n d b v H i s r e t u r n J e s u s w h o

u^ cou ld show tha t a tonemen t was now comp le te and pe r fec t . and

".once for all.^' When N'ansen. the famous Norwegian explorer, set out to reach

dicate that the disciples \\'ere aware of some ^ower from above which removed Jesus



t h e N o r t h P o l e , h e t o o k w i t h h i m a c a r r i e r p i q e o r . N p o p h i s a r r i v a l i n t h a t

desolate region, he wrote a tinv messaee, faster.ed it secui^y under the pigeon's

w i n g a a n d l a u n c h e d i t o n i t s I o n ? j o u r n e y b a c k t o K o r w a v. T h i s e x p e r t l i t t l e

n a v i g a t o r m a d e i t s s i l e n t w a v o v e r 1 0 0 0 m i l e s o f e m p t y s n o w, a n o t h e r 1 0 0 0 m i l e s

o f r e s t l e s s o c e a n , a n d e v e n t u a l l y c a m e i n f o r a l a n d i n g o n t h e l a p o f N a n s e n ' s

wife. This was all she needed. The desrendinp dove was elnnuent teĵ timnnv her
h u s h a n d h a d r e a c h e d h i s d e s t i n a t i o n . " C ' To u r n a l 3 / 2 5 / 6 4 )

T h e A s c e n d i o n t h e r e f o r e i s t h e fi n a l f u l fi l m e n t o f t h e p r i e s t h o o d f o r e s h a d o w e d

by t he r i t ua l and ce remony o f t he T ev i t i ca1 p r i es thood . The se rv i ces o f t he O ld

Te s t a m e n t t a b e r n a c l e a n d t e m p l e m a y m e a n l i t t l e t o m o d e r n r e a d e r s , b u t o n e m a t

t e r w e c a n u n d e r s t a n d , i . e . , t h e h i ^ h p r i e s t e n t e r e d o n c e a y e a r i n t o t h e h o l y

p l a c e t o r e n d e r a t o n e m e n t f o r t h e p e o p l e s v m b o l i c a l l y . T h e w r i t e r o f H e b r e w s

poin ts out that not in svmbol>bt t t in fac t , not repeated ly but once for a l l , Jesus

has entered into heaven...the trul j joly^ pjace. "For Christ entered not into

a h o l y p l a c e m a d e w i t h h a n d s , l i k e i n p a t t e r n t o t h e t r u e , b u t i n t o h e a v e n i t

s e l f , n o w t o a p p e a r b e f o r e t h e f a c e o f G o d f o r u s . ' T H e b . 0 : 2 4 ) .

T1 The ascension means that we now have a perpetual intercessor. Having died
f o r o u r s i n s , J e s u s C h r i s t s i t t i n ) ^ a t G o d ' s r i g h t h a n d r e m a i n s t h e p e r p e t u a l

atflnement for sin, J Jn. 2:1 tells us, "And if any man sin, we have an Advocate

w i t h t h e F a t h e r , J e s u s C h r i s t t h e r i g h t o u s . " T h e s i n n e r w h o c o m e s t o G o d i n

repen tance and fa i t h has fa r more than One who by H is dea th became the pe r fec t

m e d i a t o r b e t w e e n G o d a n d m a n t o p l e a d h i s c a u s e . N o t j u s t i n t h e m a t t e r o f o u r

salvation, but in eyerjy dailv concern, Jesus stand̂ s our intercessor in everv
t e m p t a t i o n o r d i s t r e s s o r c r i s i s . " H h o s h a l l s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t

< ^ h a l l t r i b u l a t i o n , o r d i s t r e s s , o r p e r s e c u t i o n , o r f a m i n e , o r n a k e d n e s s , o r

p e r i l , o r s w o r d ? " ( P o m . 8 : 3 5 ) . K ' e a r e f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e O r i e n t a l p r a c t i c e o f

u s i n g a t h i r d p e r s o n w i t h i p . fl u e . n c e t o p l e a d o u r c a u s e a s a n i n t e r c e s s o r t o s e

c u r e a j o b o r s o m e o t h e r f a v o r . . T h a t i s w h v w e p r a v " i n t h e n a m e o - ^ J e s u s " w h o^ - I ' t



i ? o u r r a ^ b t o o u s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . A s b o t h S a v i o u r o f m e n a n d S o n o f G o d , H e i s

i n t h e s u p r e m e p o s i t i o n o f i n t e r c e s s o r. N o t h v a n v m e a n s d o e s H e h a v e t o a r g u e

wi th God, or persuade God as would a human in tercessor. But because of ^ '^ho F^e

. X s ^ G o d n o t o n l y w i l l s b u t i s i n fi n i t e l y d e s i r o u s t o b e s t o w H i s p r a c e o n h u m a n

s i n n e r s s u c h a s w e .

T h e A s c e n s i o n o f C h r i s t s i g n a l l e d t h e d e s c e n t o f t h e H o l v G p i r i t . H e H i m s e l f

asserted the connect ion between His ascension and the cominp of the ^njrit. Of

c o u r s e t h e H o l y S p i r i t w a s p r e s e n t a n d a t a c t i v e f r o m t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e

w o r l d . H e w a s g r a n t e d t o p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l s i n O l d Te s t a m e n t t i m e s . . . e n d o w

i n g t h e m w i t h s p e c i a l t a l e n t s o r g i f t s t o m e e t p a r t i c u l a r h i s t o r i c a l e m e r g e n c i e

B u t a f e w d a y s a f t e r H i s A s c e n s i o n , J e s u s k e p t H i s p r o m i s e t o H i s d i s c i p l e s

b y s e n d i n g f U s S p i r i t o n t h e d a y o f n e n t e c o s t . T h i s b a n t i s m o f t h e S p i r i t c o n

t inues today wi jepFver a man is born anew in to the k ingdom of God, wh^^nev^r God '
svti

p e o p l e a r e e m p o w e r e d a n d l e d i n t o G h r i s t i a n w i t n e s s o r s e r v i c e , . w h e n e v e r t h e

C h u r c h t a k e s f o r w a r d s t e p s t o r e v e a l t h e f u l l n e s s o f t h e t r u t h o f t h e G o s p e l

o f J e s u s C h r i s t . T h e H o l v S p i r i t r e p l a c e d t h e p h v s i c a l p r e s e n c e o f J e s u s b v
- a - * ^

b r i n g i n g ( 1 ) A d i v i n e P r e s e n c e , ( 2 ^ a u n i q u e P o w e r , a n d A s o u r c e o f f u r t h e r

t e a c h i n g a b o u t t h e t r u t h o f t h e G o s p e l .

m The Ascension means that our Saviour now is kord and Head of the Church.
H h a t d o t h e w o r d s m . e a n t h a t " J e s u s s a t d o w n a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f G o d ? " S i m p l y

t h a t H e n o w o c c u p i e s t h e n l a c e o f b o n o r t h a n w h i c h t h e r e i s n o h i c h e r. . . a l l

a u t h o r 1 t v a n d n o w e r a n d d o m i n i o n b e l o n g s t o H i m . F v e n o u r h u m a n c u s t o m p l a c e s

t h e g u e s t o f h o n o r a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f t h e h o s t , a n d G o d s o h o n o r s H i s S o n .

L i k e t h e h e a d o f t h e b o d y . J e s u s n o w c o n t r o l s t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e C h u r c h . H e

calls her members, s^ec^s her leaders, promotes her missionary witness, and
p r o t e c t s h e r i n t e r e s t s . H i s v e r v l i f e p e r m e a t e s t h e c h u r c h g i v i n g h e r l i f e .

L i k e t h e v i n e a n d t h e b r a n c h , t h e C h u r c h a b i d e s i n H i m , a n d t h u s b e a r s f r u i t .

To o b a d t h a t s o o f t e n m e n ' s s t r u g g l e t o c o n t r o l t h e c h u r c h a n d r e p l a c e t h e

t r u e H e a d h a s c a u s e d s o m u c h t r o u b l e ! N e n e e d t o p r a y t h a t i n a l l p l a c e s ,



C h r i s t i a n s m a y g i v e C h r i s t H i s r i g h t f u l p l a c e a s T. o r d i n o u r h e a r t s a n d c h u r c h e s .

I s l T h e A s c e n s i o n m e a n s t h a t w e c a n a l w a v s c l a i m t h e p r e s e n c e t h e l i v i n g C h r i s t

A s H e l e f t , H e a n n o u n c e d , " L o , T a m w i t h y o u a l w a y s . " f M t . 2 8 : 2 0 1 . T h i s P r e s e n c e

i s n o t l u s t a b l e s s e d m e m o r y o f a p e r f e c t l i f e ; n o r i s i t t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e

r e c o r d o f H i s w o r d s i n o u r f o u r C o s p e l s : n o r e v e n o u r f a i t h i n a n a t o n e m e n t f o r

s i n a c c o m p l i s h e d o n c e a n d f o r a l l o n C a l v a r v . . . i t i s m o r e t h a n t h e s e , p r e c i o u s

t h o u g h t h e y m a y h e . " l o T a m w i t h y o u a l w a v s " i s t h e n s s u H r a n c e t h a t C h r i s t i s

l i v i n g , t h a t i n H i s l i f e w e h a v e o u r l i f e , t h a t i n fl i m w e h a v e o u r f e l l o w s h i p

w i t h G o d a n d r e c e i v e g r a c e f o r t h e t a s k s o f e a c h d a v a n d c a n r e j o i c e i n v i c t o r i e s

o v e r s i n a n d s o r r o w a n d d e a t h . A s a m a n . J e s u s w a s c o n fi n e d t o o n e n l a c e a n d

o n e g r o u p o f f r i e n d s . A s o u r r i s e n a n d a s c e n d e d T . o r d . H e i s n o l o n g e r c o n fi n e d

by cons idera t ions o f MTue and spac-© bu t , th rough, a mysterv beyond human under

s t a n d i n g e x c e p t t h r o u g h t h e e v e s o f f a i t h , H e n o w s t a n d s a s t h e p e r s o n a l c o m n a n -

i o n o f e v e r y l o n e l y C h r i s t i a n f a c i n g t e m p t a t i o n , t o e v e r v a m b a s s a d o r c a r r y i n g

the witness to the ends of the earth. He shares the burden of each weary filgrim

whether that burden be some temptation. some brivate Worrv. some dylv odious
t a s k . " T a m w i t h v o u a l w a v s . "

(bl The Ascension means eternal expectation for the believer. "I go to prepare
a p l a c e f o r v o u , a n d i f I g o a n d p r e p a r e a p l a c e f o r v o u , T c o m e a g a i n , a n d w i l l

r e c e i v e y o u u n t o m v s e l f ; t h a t w h e r e T a m t h e r e v e m a y b e a l s o . " ( J n . 1 4 : 1 - 2 ) .

Tn va r i ous ways t he r es t o f t he New Tes tamen t echoes t hese wo rds o f p rom ise , o f

h o p e , o f e n c o u r a g e m e n t . H o W s i m p l v o u r L o r d p u t i t a l l ! N o c o m p i i c a t e d d i a l e c -

t i c a l a r g u m e n t s , n o d e m v t h o l o g i z i n g . n o f o g g v t h e o l o g i c a l j a r g o n . " T a m g o i n g

a w a y, b a c k t o h e a v e n , " H e s a i d . " T w i l l p r e p a r e a p l a c e f o r v o u , s o t h a t y o u

n e e d n o t d e s p a i r t h a t s o m e d a y y o u w i l l h a v e a p e r m a n e n t h o m e . " A l l t h a t w e b e

l i e v e a b o u t t h e S e c o n d C o m i n g o f o u r L o r d i s b a s e d o n t h e f a c t t h a t H e h a s n o w

r e t u r n e d t o h e a v e n . A l l t h e c o n f u s i o n a b o u t H i s r e t u r n v a n i s h e g w h e n w e r e t u r n

to i l ls s imple promise. Meanwhi le, we can rest in the certain hope that even

n o w H e i s m a k i n g r e a d y a p l a c e w h e r e w e c a n f o r e v e r b e w i t h H i m ,
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C o n c l u s i o n . ' " A f t e r t h e d e a t h o f . R o b e r t S h u m a n n . h i s w i f e , a ^ r e a t p i a n i s t i n

h e r o w n r i g h t , d e v o t e d h e r s e l f t o m a k i n g h e r h u s b a n d ' s w o r k s k n o w n . A l o n g w i t h

h o u r s o f d i s c i p l i n e d p r a c t i c e b e f o r e h e r c o n c e r t s , s h e p r e n a r e d f o r t h e i n t e r -

nretation of the music by reading again anj( agin the treasured letters the

g r e a t c o m p o s e r h a d w r i t t e n h e r . B u t C h r i s t i a n s h a v e f o r m o r e t h a n t h e l e t t e r s
CI t

of a dead man.^Jhey have the inspired V^ord of the living lord, the Book of
w h i c h H e s a i d , " S e a r c h t h e s c r i p t u r e s f o r . . . t h e y a r e t h a t w h i c h t e s t i f y o f

m e . ' ( J n . 5 : 3 9 ) . N o t o n l y s o , b u t C h r i s t i a n s a l s o h a v e w i t h i n t h e m t h e f n i r i t
i s % M

o f t h e i r r i s e n S a v i o u r , a n d t h e i r s i s t h e o b l i g a t i o n t o l i v e a n d w a l k w i t h H i m ^

in the discipl»"'^of daily life," (Fditorial, Christian Today 3/27/64 p. 25)
Golden harp5 are sounding, Angel voices sing,
P e a r l v g a t e s a r e o p e n e d , O p e n e d f o r t h e K i n g :
C h r i s t , t h e K i n g o f g l o r y , J e s u s K i n g o f l o v e ,
Ts g o n e u n i n t r i u m p h To h i s h o m e a b o v e .

He who came to save us, He who bled and died,
^ ' o w i s c r o w n e d w i t h g l o r y A t h i s F a t h e r ' s s i d e .
N e v e r m o r e t o s u f f e r , N e v e r m o r e t o d i e ,
J e s u s , K i n g o f g l o r y, Ts g o n e u p o n h i g h .

Pray ing fo r fh i s ch i l d ren Tn tha t Messed p lace ,
C a l l i n g t h e m t o g l f f t f ^ S F e n d i n g t h e m h i s g r a c e ;
H i s b r i g h t h o m e p r e p a r i n g , F a i t h f u l o n e s , f o r y o u ;
J e s u s e v e r l i v e t h . E v e r l o v e t h t o o .

A l l h i s w o r k i s e n d e d , J o v f u l l y w e s i n g :
J e s u s h a t h a s c e n d e d : g l o r y t o o u r * ' i n g !

F r a n c e s R . H a v e r g a l

Q ) f K j ( u 4 - c > / i ^ 3 )


