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The Missionary and Rural Evangelism

Svéri ture: ¥ Cor. 3:5-9 © o -
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Text: I cor. 3:6 "I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth."
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h S » the Apostle Paul wrote: "I planted,
: c
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth." PlonéLr missionaries to Korea could say
the same, "We planted, Korean brethren watered, but God gave the growth." As a mis-

sionary in rural Korea for 35 years, I can say, "Korean Christians planted, I watere
but God gave the growth." Since this has been the history of the Church of Korea,
we must give to God all the glory.
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Baul _compared his work to planting seced and culgivating acr in a garden. Begin-

ning 100 years ago, missionaries spoke of the regions of their rural responsibilitie:

as "fields." They first established "stations" in major cities...Seoul, Pyeng~yang,

Taegu, Pusan, Chunju. Here missionary families lived together, and here the first
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strong central churches were estdblished. But at once they began w&despread rural
zx|z4g Blefck sdce
work, and missi?$ary evangeﬁéfiﬁoyere assf%nga‘“fields," Underwood along the Han
A <
River to the "west field," Mof§5§% tg*th%‘"n th field" in South Pyongan Province,
& -ec
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Aflams to the "e8st field" of Taegqu, McCugchen to the "n®rth field" of North Chulla,
AL 7H %

McCallie to the "south-west field" of islands near Mokpo. At first all was pioneer

territory, and the missionary worked the same field for many years. At first the
ZH7)2) e 2 % 3e
fields had to be plowed, and the first? crops were very small. Like a farmer giving
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fertilizer and Eemo3in weeds an f%cks, it was long hard work!
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in Mokpo worked fo the south-west in Kang-jin,
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Chan&—heung, and Yd%g-am. He travelled in small motor boats, or in cars & busses

on terrible roads, or walked for many hours to reach his churches in rain, snow, or

wind. . He had to take his own food, clothes and bedding for 10 days or 2 weeks.
N3 Az [ ] of 24 cp

Living gonditions were poor and difficult. There were no bathing facilities, or

electricity, but plenty of flies and mosquitoes. In those days there were only 2 or

3 churches in each county, and he would spend a full week in each church holding a
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Sah—gyung whey, teaching the Bible verse by verse with great patience, and the
Christian way of life. Every morning he taught, in the afternoon he visited house-

to-house, at night he preached. He examined new m mbers d held the sacraments
¥ 2d | od<kSl <Fefef £
and trained the o flcers. But God blessed this "wor of faith and labor of love"
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this long-time cultlvail It slowly began t08 produce a crdb...30 fold, 60-fold,
and 100-fold. Scores of such early missionaries covered the entire Korean peninsula,

producing the great Korean Church of today. Almost from the flrst, new Korean con-
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verts became co-workers. Truly, "Some p anted and som watered, but God ve the
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i . For 35 years, 51nce 1948, my work
ds H$%
has been rurerl evangelism, and I have never departed from my purpose of hel

ing plant
rural churches. There have been other duties, but this has always been my ;

hilef
1948 there we about 200 churches in North Chulla, now there are over 1300. "God‘g
zket | olce 2| =
has given the 1!owth." My first assignment was what is now Chun-suh Presbytery,

o
and later other parts of North Chulla. My language was poor, I made many misgakes.

Rural regions were terribly poor. During the Korean War, Communist guerlllas ralded
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at night, burning villages, and there were refugees everywhere. The unfortunate

division with the Ki-jang caused much fichting and bitterness. Usually I was tang-
whey-jang of 30-40 churches, and just after the Kijang split for a short time 70

churches were assigned to me due to the shortage of Korean ministers.
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AD example of this vork was in Namwon. At Liberation there were only about 6 churche

...ally of them weak. But in a few years 22 new churches were begqun in rural diskx-
tricts. There were 2 fine elders in the Namwon Tong-puk chu one a native of
Namwon, the other a refugee from North Rbrea. They had séless ;%éi to start new
churches. Often they came to me saying: "Wem must start a church in Lee-paek Myun
(-]
o‘rﬂ'I;ald-s-ég‘-Myun Already there are a few believers asking for a church. Cor';:"and

help us." So we would get into the jeep and visit the place, sometimes to hold the

first Christian service. Often this was the first car the village children had seen,

and I was the first American. Many times we held the first service outdoors, and
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the whole village, men, women, and children, would come out of curlo ty. I liked

A kg He °l-4 o

to preach about Zacheus, with Luke 19:10 as the text: "The Son come to seek
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and e that which v s 1ost Always there were two major problems: (1) a place

to worship, and (2) an evangellst...and both took money. Once I was able to get

80 large used army tents from Kunsan airbase and we loaned these for startlng new
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churches. We worshipped in various places...private homes, school-rooms, aarallway
vl o

station, a chicken house, rYfce mills, barns and warehouses,barber shops.

S, istd , that many deacons and elders were

willing to work as evangelists full time. New Christians constantly worked among
neighbors to witness to Christ...often giving many days of time for this. I remem-
ber arriving one Sunday morning at Lee-paek Myun in Namwon for the first time. A
woman evangelist had begun work and asked me to come. We found 100 people ready to
be examined for the catechumen class, so that we could not start the service until
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2:00 in the afternoon. Like®s arving people, veryone seemed to want_the Gospel
Bl Aed 2F 2lgel Feolyl 2F
God provided many laborers who, like Barnabas, were"flfied with the ly Splrlt and

with faith." The missionary was there to help in various ways. The end of the
Korean War brought the greatest single years of growth. In 1954 I held 1018 examin-
ations. In 1955 more than one church a week was started in North Chulla. Our first

goal was at least one church in every Myun. Our Second goal was a church every 4 km
2| zh
and this is very near completion. Missionaries could never take cfedlt for starting
o3 2}
churches...always with Korean Christians were were "fe Tow workmen" (3:9). Some
Skibd =hek gt
wt

planted, and some watered, "but Pod gave the gro
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What is the mission e ibili i 1i dayv? As we reach the

100th ann1vers%§ and the Korean Church becomes stronger with the number of Korean
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Pastors increasing yearly, the respon51b111ty for rural evangelism is oroperly being
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transfered, and the number of m1551onar1es.i;ops so that now less than 10R Prespy-

Frd

terian mii;ﬁﬁuujes are in this type of work. Travel and mmunlcatlon are far

easier. Relief work is no longer necessary. Rural people are more prosperous and

lttey o0 oo
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better educated. Yet along the coasts and among the islands and in the mountain
valleys many places still have no churches. The easy places have been evangelized,
but not the hard places. Even where there are many rural churches, less than 10%

attend Church and Sunday School. Even if churches are 4 kilométers apart, more

than 1000 new churches must be started. An%ﬂiiace vil%?ge people say, "Our village
Q

...our church" and there are about 60,000 "natural vii&ages" in Korea, Rev. Ahn
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Ki-chan® wha has researched this says that perhaps 30,000 more rural churches are

needed. In recent years we'have been working on Cheju Island where resistance to
AR
the Gospel makes church plaht®ng difficult, and where less than 2% of the people

are baptized Christians. There are about 25 large population centers where churches

should be started in Cheju alone.

Where the Korean Church is unable or unwillini to carry on this work, the mission-

a has a place. He can set _the example of faifhfulness to the task and concern

24\ ek
for those who are otherwise neglected. I try to visit all rural churches in the
Zieq %ﬁ«}:’_ i
area of my responsibility. I try to encourage and a®ise the evangelists...many of
WA ¢ ek

whom are seminary students. Always we try to b ita up the church, which, like
’21? Shel- F ) _
culfivating a crd®, needs daily ag;sntion. Our Korean language is qst perfect, but
2 ;’—

sometimes our words have a Speciafza btict upon new Christians and é?%ract non-
Christian villagers simply because we have come from another land. Since 1967 my
wife has accompanied me in this work. She teaches the children, befriends the
women, and together we have visited in hundreds of|yillage homes so that she is
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known and loved and welcomed everywhere. Who can ii% re our contribution, but we

hope that like fertilizer on the field we have been a part of the great harvest.

for rural evangelism.
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lll To recofnize the value of ruraf evgngellsm. Some say it is too difficult,

or not necessary because so many _m&ove to the cities. They say it is easier and

k22

cheaper and faster to start self-supPorting churches in the cities. But rural

oﬂ%s =z 9
people have s8u to be saved too! We must remember that most city-church a;owth

is with people from rural churches. Probably more than half of you seminary student
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come from rural areas. Because of population growth, there are more non-Christians

in rural Korea now than when I came in 1948, One reason for the small number of

R
Christians in Japan, may be that rural evangelism was not stressed as in Korea. God
{3l ZE ek b el |
does not want us to neg ect,E%e enormou? and producf!ve field of rural evangelism!
4 o
Eﬂ To pray that God will again nite the fiﬁgﬁ of zeal for personal evangelisnh

Koreans still witness, but not on the acale they did 30 years ago. My wife and I
try to persuade local evangelists and Christians to go with us in house-to-house
village visiting, but we often hear excuses that it is not a good time because

people are bugg, or the weather is bad. May the Lord give back to all Korean Chris-
1.8 <ret

tians their "first love" of telling others about the Saviour!

_i".-_g— ke . _
f?\ To spend more time in edudating new Christians. This is perhaps the biggest

need of the church. People come to be examined for baptism who have not read the
Bible, are ignorant of simple facts about Jesus, and know nothing about the sacra-
ments. This is because the evangeé?sts have not taught them. He just tells them tc
learn, or gives them a set of qﬁggtlon and answers to memorize by themselves. That
is not teaching! That is like a farmer putting seed in ;ﬁe ground in April and go-
ing off to Seoul and coming back in October expecting a g%ig; The evangelist should
gather his new believers each week for a period of study over many months. Only
then will he produce strong men and women of faith, loygl to Christ and His church,
capable of passing on their faith to their children and to their non-Christian

neighbors. In addition, all church members need constant training...especially in

the Bible. Fhe early missionaries set an example of this and God creagsd the great
, ]
Korean Chu ...today's evangelists and pastors can multiply their success a hundred

fold by following that example.

In _closing, let me say that God wants all the people of Korea to hear the Gospel.

5 ct
He wants all His sheep not only found but brought into the ?olé.. "It is not._rHis will
v X, i%"'l xl% 'H,gi Skg oAl 794l oku{z|s] SEof oFdClEF
that even e least of ¥is litkle ones should peifgha" On Easter afternoon some
2k

years ago, a young Korean minister told me of a sbnderful éwent in his church that

morning when they baptized new members. He had baptized a whole family. Six months



before the father and mother and three grown children had taken the catechumen exam.
Saturday afternoon all came foi‘:he baptismal exam except the oldest son who was now
in the army, stationed and Sang-moo dai. He had been asked to come, but did not
arrive. Perhaps he would come Sunday morning to be examined, but by worship-time
he still had not come. Juat as the pastor was about to baptize thenew members, he

came running in the back door. What should the pastor do? He beckoned his elders

to the platform. "This young man has not been examined, but he must join his family

Z 7| ke
in baptism!" Quickly the elders agreed. "Waive the examination, go ahead and bap-
tize him!" So when the pastor read the names of those who should come forward to

be baptized and included the young man's name, not even his own family knew he had
arrived. Tears of great joy burst from the eyes of all to see this entire family
baptized, even the son who had been far away, and all welcomed into the church of

God!

This is what God wants for His entire family in Korea. He wants every seat at the
Y <k T2 Lok
banquet table filled, even if we have to go out into the ighwa¥s and hedges"
‘ t (2}of k:-cu‘
(Lk. 14:23) to find them. He wants every lost lamb brought into the fold (Lk. 15:4)

He wants every prodigal son returned to his father's house. This is what makes

2l <t

the angels of heaven sing, and the heavens resound with "Hallelujah!"

. 3 iven missionaries in the past. It is still the respon-

sibility of evangelists and pastors of the church He has established in this land,
Lhe L ofF
«eesand of missionaries from abroad whom God sends to help. "I plante , Apo S T:
%& Zde g), Dby 2h2bebd) %}-« ° .,, c,_
steréaf But’ God gave the growth."
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. R The New Covenant-

Text: ¥This cup is the new covenant in my blood." (I Cor. 11:25)

"This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins." (Mat. 26:28)

Scripture reading: Jer. 31:31-34; I Cor. 11:23-26

Matthew quotes Jesusfwhen He cave the cup saying, "This Jds nmv _blood of the coven-

antg which is poured out for manv for the forciveness of sipns.'" Paul's version
reads, "This.cup ds the pew covenant Jdn ov bload.'" TFor our communion medition
we are examining these familiar words to renew our understanding. All of us
can hear such words a hundred times and never stop to consider their real mean-
ing and thus lose some of the message of God's Word. What is the significance
of this "new covenant" and the required shedding of blood symbolized in the
Lord's Supper?

In its simplest form a covenant is merely an agreement between two parties.
From earliest times men have made covenants with each other. The one weé often
witness is the marriage covenant when the bride and groom exchange vows. The
most elaborate contract between labor and management, or an intricate disarma-
ment pact between national super-powers could be called covenants. Some coven-
ants mentioned in the Bible were on the purely human level as when David and
Jonathan made an agreement to be best friends.

Very early God began to make covenants with men. After the flood, He made a
covenant with Noah promising that never again would a flood destroy all flesh,
and setting the rainbow in the cloud as a "sign" of the "gyerlasting covepant
hetween Cod and every Jlivino creature.'"(Gen. 9:16). In Gen 17 God made a coven-
ant with Abraham which le reaffirmed many times. God promised Abraham with de-
scendants as numerous as the sand of the seashore and a land of their own. He
promised to bless this nation and make it a blessing to all the nations of the
earth. Abraham's seed was to keep the covenant through obedience to God. Cir-
cumcision was the "sign" of this covenant. Again God renewed llis covenant at
Sinawi promising His people protection and blessing and an inheritance in the
promised land, while the people B&omised obedience to God's laws, now spelled
out precisely in the ten commands and other precepts. A visible 'sign'" was the
"ark of the covenant'", the box containing the ten commandments, center of the
tabernacle worship, and on the march at the head of the procession of Cod's
people. At the heart of each covenant was the promise: " _will be vour Cod'" and
the ark constantly reminded His people of that.

The Psalms and Prophets praise the '"sure'" covenants of God, His "everlastine"
*«covenant. All the promises of God, gll His blessings to men, all His expectas

tions of llis people centered on this word. TIs it any wonder that in that solemn

moment when Jesus instituted the most meaningful sacrament, lle should declare:

"Thig dis the new covenant in my blood?'" For here was symbolized God's implemen-
tation of the greatest of lHis promises to sinful men. God in Christ on the cross
was declaring: "L will be vour Cod," and "You shall be LY Eeonle“...the basic
conditions of every covenant lle ever made...now possib. = the blood of the Lamb.
[:1 There are several things about a Biblical covenant we must understand. First,
'is the parties to a covenant. If you make a contrafct in Korea, it will define

what we call 1In ”ngflsﬁ as Tthe party of the first'" as Kap and what we call '"the

party of the second" as Ul. Who are the Kap and Ul in the Biblical covenant?

In the 01d Testament, the covenant was between God and His people...but His peo-
ple could never keep their side of the bargain. Good though some of them were,
they could never fully obey God. The whole 01d Testament demonstrates this.

Good deeds, sacrifices and ceremonies could never accomplish God!s demands and
God always had to grant salvation only on the basis of the EaiL?bf His people
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and never on the basis of their good works. God revealed that One would come,
the Messiah, the perfect Lamb of Co@,who alone would satisfy the demands of
Divine justice.

So with the sending of Jesus, God made a '"new covenant' sometimes called the
"covenant of orace.'" Primarily that covenant was with Jesus the only One who
could perfectly keep God's covenant for us. Secondarily, through Him alone,
those who have faith in Him are sharers in the New Covenant.Christ met perfectly
all the demands of Divine law.r Only through union with Him, through Him, or

in Him, can we claim the benefits of God's covenant. lHuman efforts are utterly
futile, only the mediator of the New Coveaant in the person of Christ could

keep~that covénant for us. So the covenant of grace was made''P ]

Christ, secondarily with the elect; it was made directlv with the Savigr,
mealatelx With ;hggg ordained to §a[zgtjgn.”(1&q,wq

[Z] A second consideration# is the relationship between the parties, the Ka and
the Ul. Two Greek words were useq Tor ERE covenant . 1ne Elrst describe
agreement between two people, or nations, pretty much on an equal bhasis.. E_p
to man, fifty-fifty. If my nelnhbor has cows and I have hogs and we each agree
to keep our animals inside our own fences and out of eech other's property,

that was a common covenant. Py mutal agreement of the parties concerned, such
a covenant could be changed, its terms altered.

But the common Biblical word, used in the Greek New Testament and the Greek
translation of the Odd Testament is different. It really means a will, such as
a man makes to dispose of his property when he dies. The Latin 1at10n is
""testament'" and the Latin transla ion of the Bible refered to th “% covenant
as the "01d Testament" and theV#eéh*covenant as the '"New Testament’: It is
proper for us to sign what is called a "last will and testament' disposing of
our possessions after we die. This "will" or '"testament'" or '"eoyenant' is not
made between equals, or on equgl terms. One person makes up all the conditions,
states them in legal terms, and the other party or parties can only accept or
refuse the conditions. s is D, ¢ owmey Biblpes] e ik
Chets

This is the kind of "covenant'" God makes. "God and man,do not meet on equal
terms; it means that God, of Ilis own choice and in His free grace offered man
this relationship which man cannot alter or change or annul, but which he can
only accept or refuse.''(Rarclay, NTWordbook, pl 31). The ancient Philo-said,

WA _covenant ds a svmbol of orace which Cod sets between Iimself who extends the
Doon and man who receives it. It is fitting for God to oive and for a wise man
To Tecoive. TTarclay 51, The c ovmmmmm
to argue with God or seek to change His terms or denounce them as unfair as it
is for an ant to try to order an elephant around.

God who is infinite in knowledge and power and wisdom and love has set the terms
of His covenant. He offers them to us through Jesus who alone could perfectly
obey God and who was obedient even unto death,-vea, even the death of the cross.
God says, "Accept Ilim, and you are included in my covenant through Him." Live

[ ln_union w1th Him, and you are living the true Covenant Life. Aﬁigg/ig\ui§_ﬁgfd,
and you are conforming to all my law. Here is God fulfilling His ancient pro-
phesy through Jeremiah: 'But this ds the covepant which T will make with the
house of Is;gel after those davs. savs the Jord: T will put my 1aw migg within
them. and T will write it upon their hearts: and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.' « When we thought of the parties fim to the New Covenant we
learn of the uniqueneps of Jesus Christ, when we consider the relationship of
these parties--(God matlnv His covenant through Christ for us--we are again re-
minded of the sovereilgnty of God.

-"%- wa in K\ etes (VLV’(\Z \"’l

EZlWhat is the content 'of the New Co ant? From the beginning, all the covenants

of God were actually the samc...anm oTrer of divine grace...an undeserved free




s " a 3 ovtside fre
- , qvace oA ﬁ‘,&
Gift from offendéd G6d to offending sinners. Man's inability to perfectly
obey the will of the Father had already been fully proved. The201ld Testament
period...or the old covenant period...had taught man's total 1n‘7\Tity Hence
an elaborate sacrificial system whereby man's guilt was symbolicly transfered
in the death of a lamb or other animal was an act of faith anticipating that

God would somehow forgive through the shedding of blood ..perhaps a d4iml
anticipation,.of llis rov191on of v anMWEN%MMi Jﬁﬂi?
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So, in essence, the content of t1e new covenant so far as man is involved, is our
acceptance in falth of the "Lamb of God that takeéh away the sin of the world "
At one and the same time, Jesus(as the secon ot the covenant parties
our representative who perfectly kept _man's side of the agreement,
quired sacrifice for man's sin, and the One wheg¢ as ”testator“(tﬂat 1s, the
one who makes a will) guarantees to uS our full inheritance as sons and daugh-
ters of the Heavenly Father. With Christ filling those three functions, when

we accept [lim in faith, we are through Him partners in the New Covenant and
through Him derive three benefits: We aye accepted as perfectly obedient

to God's requrrement; we are assured oqgorgivness of sins through the shed-
ding of the blood of th¥ perfect sacrifice, and (3) we enter into the family of
God as His_ adopted children with full rights and privileges.

Wit ALh e piept 4§l , ,
Dx. J. B. Green condenses the content of the covenant to two simple expressions:
1) God's offer..."life and salvation" to "sinners',that is,to rebels. The

requirement...""Faith (only) as the condition to interest them in the Saviour."

Since nothing is of man and cvervthinq is of God, our Father promises with His

covenant to give the lloly qplrlt to "work in them that fodith." Qur pnartipation
h, and God nrovides that faith tbrouch the opexra-

tion of the Holy Spirit. No good works, no animal sacrifices, no ceremonies,
no self-effort of any kind will count before God...only God's grace is sufficient

Conclusion. All along God provided visible symbols of the invisible grace in-
herent in His covenant. The ygainbox, gircumcision, the grk of the covenant,
the temple sacrifices. And with the institution of the New Covenant, it was
fitting that Jesus tell His disciples to observe with bread and wine the supper

reminding us of His death. " dof the covenant,  which dis pourcd

out for many for the
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Comnunion Medidation

Text: "Ye proclaim the Lord's death, %ill he come." I cor. 11:26h
=SXy P s

We are accustomed to regard the sacrament of the Lord's Supper as a '
memorial, and so it is. But our text reminds us that it is a proclametion, and
today we call attention to this especimlly., "For as often as ye eat this bread
and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death till he come,"

I. the Lord's Supper proclaims the Lord's desth to oursedses. This, of mourse
we are accustomed to doing in celebrating this memorial. Jesus knew the value of
a regularly recurring memorial feast to correct our human bent to forget even that
which is important. The selection of bread and wine to symbolize His flesh and
blood not only served as appropriate reminders of an event, but also,because He
required that they be eated these elements relate the historical event to our
own lives.

The cross is not to be regarded merely as something that took place
2000 yeers ago, but as the means of of sdlvation herg and now to be asgimilated
into our bodises to provide life eternal just as food¥partkken to sustain our phy-
sical bodies, The Lord's supper is more than a memoria). It proclaims the Lord's
death to our inmost being. "Except ye eat the flesh oy%he Son of men end drink
his blood, ye have not life in Jourselves.v

II. The Lord's Supper proclaims the Lord's death to our children. Therse is
nothing wrong about the curiosity of even little children as they witness this
sacrament, host of what children learn is through obervation of others, particu-
larly their parents, Especially in a group such as this, whers virtually all
have been baptized in infency, the solemn observence of the sacrement has a
deep effect. There is nothing in the Scriptures wich warrants concealing the cross
from children just because tregedy, Q:gl‘suffgrlng and death are involved,

e R iEmsnboy o Gewp pmts caseEmo.

To be sure, theres was tragedy and sin--but Xkxwmr the ugliness was humen,
and sooner or later, even the most innocent child must learn of it. In what better
way cen they learn thah in the shadow of the suffering and death of the cross with
its evidence of God's love for the sinner and purpose to redeem from the tragedy
of sin allowed to run its full course to eternal destruction. The questions of
children are the opportunity to explein, "Ye proclaim the Lord's death,"

III. The Lord's Supper proclaims the Lord's death to the world. Jesus knew
this far better than most modern Christians within their di gnlfied sanctuariss
and stained glass windows., In view of the customs of thaéifffﬁGS, it is not et
all unlikely that curious but uninvited bystenders observed the very first cele~
bfation of this sacrament, as they nearly always do out in our little new country
churches in Korea,

How meny times have we read these words and celebrated this sacrament
while the curious crowded the windows and doors. The simplicitxky of the ssrvice
and the very words we proclaim are often the means of arousing the interest of
such visitors. How can we determine the exteni to which the Holy Spirit uses
this occasion to "proclaim the Lord's death" to the unbelfeving world?

IVe The Lord's Supper proclaims the Lord's death till he come. I like the
phrase "Till he come." For one thing it assures us that history is not endless,
that our labors have a term¢nation, that Satan will not forever keemingly have
his way. But beyond this, it reminds us of His glorious return after which there
will be no further need of this sacrament to remind us of His suffering and death.
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If Christmas reminds us of the incarnation of Christ, and Easter of His
resurrection, according to Seripture an appropriate reminder of the unknown day
of His return is ths Lord's Supper, as we recall the words of the Apostle Paul,
"As often &s ye eat this bread, and dyink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death
till He come," The preaching of thd Gospel is not merely by word but by the
Tsilent ministry" of this holy sacrament.

Conclusion., The Lord's Supper "looks forward as well as backward; & rehearsal
of the Passion supper, & foretaste of the Marriage SBupper of the Lemb... The
pathos and the glory of the Table of the Lord..." XBT.



Examining OUrselves 9//é/ﬂ

Scripture Reading: Luke 18:9-14; I Cor. 11:28

Text: "But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and
drink of the cup." I Cor. 11:28

A few weeks ago I dropped by to visit the Sung-wang Church just a few miles

this side of Namwon. I found that anyone entering the front door of ?he chu;ch
has to pass by what appears to be a sort of out-door bulletin board with a lit-
tle roof over it to protect it from the weather. But instead of posters or other
notices it contains only a large mirror. The purpose may be so that everyone

can see if their hair is combed and their clothes in order. But it seemed to me
to be a good idea to remind all who came to worship not only to consider the}r
outward appearance but to stop and reflect on what kind of persons they are in
the sight of God. Especially when we come to the Lord's table we are asked by

Paul: fet _a man _examine himself. apnd so let him eat of the bread and dripnk of

the cup."”

Jesus told us of one man who did just that. 1In His parable of the Pharisee and
the Publican, Jesus went right to the heart of self-examination. The Pharisee
saw himself only in comparison with other people, by which standard he could
boast of superiority by virtue of his careful observance of the ceremonial laws.
But the publican examined himself in the light of the holiness of God, and prayed
"God, be merciful to me, the sinner!" Barclay tells of making a journey a&n the
train to England. "As we passed through the Yorkshire moors, I saw a little
whitewashed cottage and it seemed to me to shine with an almost radiant white-
ness. Some days later I made the journey back to Scotland. The snow had fallen,
and was lying deep all around. We came again to the little white cottage, but
this time its whiteness seemed drab and soiled and almost grey—-—-in comparison

———t,

with the virgin whiteness of the driven snow. It all depends what we cempare

ourselves with. But when we set our lives beside the wonder of the life of

Jesus, and beside the holiness of Cod, then all that is left to say is, ' Go
be merciful to me--the sipper.'"(Barclay, Luke, 234)

Historically the church has treated seriously the admonition to examine onself
and confess our sins. The Roman Catholic Church developed the confessional sys-
tem, making it an essential part of their religious practice. I have a little
book called "The Scottish Ruling Elder" which relates how beginning with the
Reformation in Geneva and Scotland, the chief function of the elder was in mat-
ters of discipline which were carefully enforced. Admission or rejection to

the Lord's table was the principal means by which discipline was carried out.

By various means, every communing member was examined prior to communion, and

those who gualified were given small tokens to be presented for admission to the
table.

"At Aberdeen in 1653 those debarred included 'ordinarie sleepers in time of
sermon.' Wightmann of Kirkmahoe, in the early [inneteenth century debarred 'all
who use any kind of minced oaths such as losh, gosh, teth or lovenenty.'" p.56
At _Ettrick in 1727 it was 'found that horse-racing was arranged for the Monday
before Communion and therefore delayed the distribution of tokens till the
Thursday, with the warning that none wouléd be given to those who attended the
races. The result was that the race meeting had to be abandoned." p. 51 The
system was open to abuse because it was not unknown for it to be used for politi-
cal purposes, since voting richts were also involved. Another danger was that
it could be used to limit communion to a small set of self-righteous people.
Noting this, Queen Marcaret of Scotland said to the cle?&??‘TﬁEEET_EEETI—Hb one
that is a sinner task that holy mystery? If so, then it follows that no one at
all shall receive it...and why did the Lord make the proclamation in the Gospel,




-Except vou shall eat the flesh of the Son of
shall not have life in vou?'"

man_and drink His blood, you

If the system appears quaint and out-of-date, let us remember that the intent
behind it has never changed. This is not a time for morbid self-chastisement
and introspection which could lead to actual depression or other distortions of

our mental processes. But it is a time to examine ourselves in the light of
God's words, to measure ourselves by the standards of His holiness as revealed

especially by His Son Jesus Christ. This is a time to admit that we are sinners
and to claim again for ourselves the mercy of God whose forgiveness is granted
unconditionally to those who trust in the righteousness of Christ. It is espec-
ially appropriate to do so at the time we remember the death of our Saviour on
the Cross. Not only do we look to Him as the One who took our place, the only
substitute for the just retribution due to us for our sin, but also in His action
we have the perfect standard by which to measure where we fall short.

"

Self-examination is necessary and it is in this sense that we understand what
the Scripture means by eating and drinking unworthily. Some people have taken
this to mean that a person may not deserve to come to the Lord's table. The
truth is that no one deserves to come to the Lord's table. 'For all have sinned
and _come short of the glory of God.'(Rom. 3:23). To eat and drink in a worhty
manner does not mean to do so as deserving of God's blessing. It means rather
to have a frame of mind, and attitude of heart, which is fitting...so the person
who is worthy is really the person who realizes full well how unworthy he is and
whose heart is therefore full of gratitude to God for the gift of His dear Son.
JThe sacrifices of Cod are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God,
thou wilt not despise.'(Pa. 51:17)" Williamson 109

"But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread ard drink of
the cup.”
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= 3 Not Easily Provoked
Text: '"Love is not easily provoked." T Cor. 13:5
"His spirit was provoked within him." Acts. 17:16

Scripture: Rcts 15:36-41, 17:16-21

Tempers are notorious about climbing with the temperature. It is far easier to be
angry than pious on a hot summer day. God gives us hot steamy days as well as the
balmy spring ones, in order thatlaggmight exercise Christian graces. It seemed
fitting today to consider the text: "Love...is not easily provoked" with special
emphasis on the last word of the text. It is a Greek word meaning '"to make sharp"”
and it is the word from which our work paroxysm is derived. The picture is given
by the variety of translations of this term. RSV says, '"Love is not irribable."
Phillips: "Love is not touchy." NIV: "Love is not easily angered." NEB: "Love is
not quick to take offense." Amplified NT" Love is not touchyor fretful." Can you
see it? "Provoked, irritable, touchy, fretful.'" Along with this familiar text
from I Cor. 13, T want us to consider another text which uses the same word in a

different way. Acts 17:16. "His spirit xas provoked within bim."

In both cases the word provoke is our word paroxysm. The dictionary defines par-
oxysm as "A periodic attack of disease or fit. A sudden and violent excitement or
emotion, as of anger.'" What is this thin%.which can so easily strike us, especial.
ly on a hot day? Let us look at some illustrations in the life of Paul.

—

1. I can imagine it was steamy hot, perhaps at the end of rainy season, when the
first two missionaries on furlough got to talking. They had $het One term and
reported to the home church. Paul said, '"Let's go back and see how the churches
we started are getting along. Perhaps we can preach in more distant places this
time.'" Barnabas replied, "OK, let's go! TLet's try taking John Mark along with us
again.'" Paul literally threw a fit. As we say, he simply went up in smoke. When
the Bible says that there arose a "sharp contention" i$ uses this word paroxysm.
That shows how burned up Paul was. Just why Mark's previous desertion of the mis-

iomary party scej@ so personally repulsive to Paul is hard to say, but at this
point there was no patching up the quarrel.

Paul had fajled where it is easiest for most missionaries to fail...a case of per-
sonality clasb. Paul had been a leader at the Jerusalem consultation on World
Missions, and his position on a serious matter of policy had been vindicated.
Could Satan have felt defeat in the harmonious result of the Jerusalem meeting,
and so concentrated his efforts on destroying the effective missionary team of
Paul § Barnabas by causing Paul to throw a temper tantrum over short-termer Mark?
The two missionaries were as different as could be, but Paul owed a lot to his
more mature friend Barnabas. But Paul possessed qualities of intellect and leader
ship that Barnabas recognized as superior to his own. Someone has written, "My
guess is that it would have been a good deal more comfortable to be stationed

with Barnabas than with Paul." (Cattell, p. 80).

Just because Paul was a victim¢ in a personality clash is no excuse for us to imi-
tate him. Later on he was ®orry. Possibly his regret showed when he wrote the
Corinthians to do better: "Practice a love which is not easily provoked!" By then
perhaps Magrk's conduct had proved that he had overcome his youthful weakness.

But we must note that if such a_spiritual giant as Paul could suffer such a defeat
as to lose his self-control, so can we.

The irritations that surround those of us in Christian service are innumerable.

w-missionaries, fellow Christian workers among the Koreans, strangers we nev-

er saw before...all these irritate and exasperate. Bow we long for the patience
and self-control, e _re i ' i d, manifest by Jesus

as the crowds pressed upon Him for healing, for words of wisdom, until He must
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"‘/have been weary in body and soul and longed for peace and quiet. Even when He
slipped away to a vacation spot with His disciples, they pestered Him with their
quareeling over prestigious places in His kingdom. Yet Jesus never indulged in a

paroxysm of temper. The most un-Christlike thing in the world is to lose one's
temper. '"Temper is no more to be eradicated than is the self. But it mg;t.hg.nga
sed, and along with self, be ye hid with Christ in Go God”(Cattell p. 44)Y One mission-
ary, who had part1C1pated in an ugly situation by a certain speech, told me, whgn
I asked whether he really felt led to make that speech, "No. I felt I must say it
quickly for fear I would be_checked before I got it said!'"(Cattell, p. 52)

1] Move a couple of chapeers further in Acts. Paul was alone in Athens, waiting
or Silas and Timothy to join him. Not knowing just where to start his witness
to Christ in this pagan and snobjgish intellectual center, but restless as usual,
he strolled about the city and to the Areopagus. 'Now while paul was waiting for

them at Athens, h$s spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was
full of TIdols." Other versions read: "his spirit was stirred _in him" or "

soul was exasperated beyond endurance at the sight of a city so completely tdola-
trous.'" Again Paul threw a fit, he had a paroxysm, but this was much different.

Paul was provied because of the evils of Athenian Xdolatry. There were literally
idols to every known divimity. To make sure no god was offended, they had them
all, surrounded with rich trappings and ceremonies accompanied by all kinds of
immoral practices. Expensive temples, platoons of priests and priestesses, lav-
ish sacrifices. Paul saw it as a massive expressjon of sin. He was riled at thes

4<in§uitq to the true God. That same temperament which exploddd at the idea of
taking Mark on a second trip now was touched off with the sight of so much evil.
The result was action on his part. He went up Mar's hill to engage the city lead-
ers in debate on the validyty of his claims to know the true God in contrast with
all their false pagan images.

How recently have we been as incensed as was Paul at some apen sore of sin, some
blatant denial of God and His power, some inhuman travesty upon_j ice and de-

cency in open defiance of God's express commands? Frankly, I could name a dozen
occasions when I have thrown a paroxysm at the conduct or attitude of some fellow

missionary or Korean Christian brother...for every time I have been "provoked"
because of the social, moral, and spiritual evils perfectly apparent every t ime
we drive the streets or read the newspaper. If we Christians could be thrown

into a paroxysm over these things as easily as Paul was in Athens, perhaps our
fits of temepr at one another would be excused and forgotten as soon as Paul's
temper in the case of John Mark was forgotten.

f>Note that in Athens, Paul's anger was provoked by a spiritual situation. Socgial
injnstice could upset him too. At Philippi the exploitation of a poor demented
girl caused him to work the miracle which landed him in jailj. But he was especial

ly sensitive to spirtuagl situations. There are many in our Christian circles
today who rightly concern themselves over the great moral and social ills of the

day. They go on crusades about civil rights, human freedoms, public hea%lth.
These are important angﬁ}oper concerns, yet the number is proportionately few

which is '"provoked" abou? sp%ritual matters...the.idols of the AFhen@ans...so
often at the root of social ills as well. Paul did not go charging into temples,
breaking down idols, and causing an uproar. But he was so disgusted with the

evils that it drove him into the symagoguge, int to the markﬁz places, and out among

the idle philosphers of the Acropolis, withnes of the Gosppl.

QTTJ The two texts we have chosen, one written by Baul and the other about him

m contradictory in their message, but not so in their contexts. ''Love is not
easily provoked'" warns us that the Chrsstian, possed of real loved, does not take
personald affront and fly into temper because he is abused or mistreated or even
persecuted. The other text, about Paul, "His spirit was provaked within him"
points to a justifiable righteous iddignation because God is dishonoezd and evil
allowed to flourish.
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soth tgesc texts describe the-character of God Himself., 1In the 0ld Testament
thié very word is used repeatedly to describe Gdd's reaction to human situations.
Three times in Deut. 9, Moses uses this word Paroxysm to describe God's anger:
"Remember and do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the
wilderness; from the day you came out of the land of Egypt, until you came to
this place, you have been rebellious agaimmt the Lord."(9:§) Here the continual
peevish griping of the children of Israel had often exasperated God Himself.

-

Moses cited another instance at Mt. Sinai when his people took advantage of his

absence to indulge in idolary and wickedness. "Furthermore the Lord said to me,
I have seen this people, and behold, jt i people, let me alone, that
I mmy destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven; and I will make of
you a nation mightier and greater than they...Then I lay prostrafe before the

Lord forty days and forty nights; I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of
all the sin which you had committed, in doing what was evil in the sight of the
Lord, to provoke him to anger."

One other time is mentioned by Moses. This was when He had brogght the children
of Israel to the brink of the promised land but dismayed by the report of the
majority of the spie5 they refused to enter. Sdch continual rebelliong provoked
God to intense agner at His own people.

God is no less angry with sin in His people today. Note that in the above refer-
ences God was angry with His own peopte. In spite of deliverance from Egypt, in
spite of continued nourishment in the wilderness of Sianai, in spite of promise of
victory in possessing the promised Lmad, still His own people were rebellious and
disobedient. How often we Christians forget the blessings of God and turn to
rebellion and downtdght disobedience. Every time we gripe at physical conditions,
everytime we fail to grapp His promises through faith, everytime we put material
things as the idols we worship instead of God, everytime we are unwilling to step
“forward in faith to occupy the land inhabited by the gianst of sin...we excite Goc
to divine wratg against us. We wfiffex suffer and we fail to reap the total benefit
of God's grace as did those children of Israel.

Fortunately there is another side to God's character...whereby He supremely demon-
strates how '"Love is not easily provolded." Suppose God were to take offense ever)
time He had a right to against us! Suppose He became as jindignant at every per-
sonal affront, everfime He is sidetracked in favor of something else, as we are
in dealing with human associates. Where would e bex? The writer of Psidaam 130
who must have known the guilt of sin and yet experienced the underserved leniency
of God,wrote:
2 If thou, O4 Lord, shouldst mark iniquities,

Lord, who could stand?

But there is forgiveness with thee,

That thou mayst be feared.

If you would be like God, learn to be ang& without sin (Eph. 4:26). Let your
temper be aroused against evil but not against individuals who have given us per-
sonal affront. Like God, llate the sin and love the sinner. God gave us the emo-
tion we call Anger, but let our paroxvsms stir us to richteous deeds for him in
comabatting the world of sin and the evil one; let it not be vented in personal
grudges and vengeance. I believe that Paul was sorry for lettgrng his temper

get away from him in the matter of John Mark and may have hed this in mind when
he woote those words, ''Love is not easily provoked” But if we are provoked let
it be in accordance with the admonition of the wirter of the epé#stles who again
uses this same word from which comes our word paroxysm: "Let us consider how to
stir up one another to love and good works.'" Heb. 10:24




I have not come to call righteous men but sinners to repentance.
And I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.

Everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be
exalted.

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.

Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Do not judge lest you be judged yourselves...And why do you look at the speck in
your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?

Do not be anxious for your life, as to what vou shall eat; nor for your body, as
to what you shall put on.

But seek for His kingdom, and these things shall be added to you.
But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persectue you.

But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.

For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not foraive
your transgressions.

And just as you want men to treat you, breat them in the same way.
-
By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one

another.

If I then, the Lord, and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also oucht to wash one
another's feet.

11 5 ycu love Me, you will keep My commandments.

Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

When you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.

If any one serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant
akwaxs also be; if any one serves Me, the Father will honor him.

If you abide in My word, thén you are truly disciples of Mine.

For whoever is aBheamed of me and My words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed
when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father end of the holy angels.

You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.
Abide in Me, and I in you, As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it

abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me...By Fhis is my
Father glorified that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
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DEATH, AND THEN BY THOSE WHOSE LIVES TODAY HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE
THIS TRUTH.

A. THE EYE-WITNESSES. WILL THE FIRST WITNESS STEP FORWARD:

1. "I AM A ROMAN SOLDIER." I HELPED NAIL JESUS TO THE CROSS. I SAW HIM
SUFFER AND DIE WHILE THE SKY GREW DARK AND THE EARTH TREMBLED. WE HAD TQ HURRY TO GET
THE THREE MEN WHO WER CRUCIFIED TOGETHER DOWN FROM THEIR CROSSES AS THE JEWS DEMANDED
THAT THEY BE REMOVED BEFORE THEIR GSABBATH DAY. THE CENTURION ORDERED US TO BREAK
THEIR LEGS TO MAKE SURE THEY WERE DEARD. WHEN WE CAME TO JESUS HE WAS ALREADY DEAD.
AS A SOLDIER I HAVE SEEN MANY MEN DIE...I KNOW THE SIGNS...I KNOW FOR A FACT THAT
JESUS WAS DEAD SO WE DIDN’T BOTHER TO BREAK HIS LEGS. LATER WHEN THIS JESUS WAS
BURIED IN THE TOMB OF A WEALTHY JEWISH FRIEND, I WAS ONE OF THE SQUAD OF SOLDIERS
ASSIGNED TO WATCH THAT TOMB TO SEE THAT HIS BODY WAS NOT STOLEN. I SAW THE ENEMIES OF
JESUS ROLL THE GREAT STONE OVER THE MOUTH OF THE TOMB AND SEAL IT MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE
FOR ANY ONE TO ENTER. YOU KNOW THAT IT IS UNHEARD OF FOR ROMAN GUARDS TO FALL ASLEEP
ON DUTY, SO IT WAS ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO STEAL THAT BODY. YET SOMEHdN
EARLY ON THE MORNING OF THE THIRD DAY SOMETHING SUPERNATURAL DID HAPPEN. WE SOLDIERS
WERE OVERPOWERED. THE GSTONE WAS ROLLED AWAY. THE TOMB WAS EMPTY. ALL I CAN SAY IS
THAT BY THE HAND OF ALMIGHTY GOD, THIS ONE WHO COULD HAVE BEEN NO OTHER THAN HIS SON,
ROSE FROM THE DEAD. AS A ROMAN SOLDIER I CAN ONLY TESTIFY THAT IN SPITE OF OUR ARMED
MIGHT, GOD PERFORMED THIS MIRACLE. THIS JESUS IS ALIVE!

2. "I AM A JEWISH PRIEST." I HATED JESUS, BECAUSE HIS CLAIMS TO BE THE SON
OF GOD THREATENED TO DESTROY MY PRESTIGE AND POWER AS A PRIEST HERE IN JERUSALEM.
JESUS CHALLENGED OUR SYSTEM OF INTRICATE LAWS CONTROLLING THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE
JEWS. WE COULD NOT ACCEPT HIS PREPOSTEROUS CLAIMS TO BE GOD HIMSELF...SHEER
BLASPHEMY! GSOMEHOW BY TRICKERY HE GSEEMED TO PERFORM SPECTACULAR MIRACLES...NOTABLY
THE RECENT PURPORTED RAISING OF A VILLAGER NAMED LAZARUS AFTER HE DIED AND HAD BEEN
BURIED FOR FOUR DAYS...CAUSING A SENSATION ATTRACTING AN ENORMOUS FOLLOWING. AFTER
GOING TO ALL THE TROUBLE OF CONTRIVING HIS EXECUTION, WE WANTED TO BE SURE HE REALLY
WAS DEAD WHEN THEY TOOK HIM DOWN FROM THE CROSS, AND S0 WE PERSONALLY INSPECTED HIS
BODY BEFORE BURIAL. HE HAD MADE AN ABSURD CLAIM ABOUT RISING FROM THE DEAD, SO TO
MAKE DOUBLY SURE WE SEALED THAT TOMB WITH OUR OWN HANDS AND ARRANGED FOR ROMAN
SOLDIERS TO STAND GUARD THERE NIGHT AND DAY. YET, EVEN I MUST ADMIT SOMETHING
UNEXPLAINABLE DID HAPPEN...THAT TOMB WAS EMPTY THREE DAYS LATER. OF COURSE WE TRIED
TO HUSH UP THE WHOLE MATTER BY TELLING THE GUARDS TO REPORT THAT THE DISCIPLES HAD
STOLEN THAT BODY, BUT I MUST CONFESS THAT WAS A COMPLETE LIE. DEEP DOWN I KNOW THAT
THERE IS NO REAL EXPLANATION EXCEPT THAT A MIRACLE TOOK PLACE AND JESUS IS ALIVE.
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S
THEY HAVE?" I FOUGHT IN THE LAST WAR...I SAW BODIES BLOWN TO BITS BY SHELL FIRE.
SOME OF MY NAVY FRIENDS WENT DOWN WITH THEIR SHIPS. WILL THOSE BODIES BE RAISED
AGATN? AND I THOUGHT OF MY BEST FRIEND WHO HAD A TERRIBLE CANCER WHICH DESTROYED HIS
BODY, GAVE HIM UNBEARABLE PAIN, AND FINALLY CAUSED HIS DEATH. WHAT KIND OF A BODY CAN
HE POSSIBLY HAVE? NOW IN THE BIBLE I FIND GIVES US AT LEAST TWO ANSWERS TO THEGSE
PROBLEMS.

THE FIRST ONE IS TO LOOK AT JESUS HIMSELF. HE WAS TORTURED, BEATEN, AND THE
SCARS OF THE CRUCIFIXION WERE ON HIS BODY AFTER HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD. YET HE WAS
RECOGNIZABLE TO HIS DISCIPLES...THEY KNEW THE SOUND OF HIS VOICE, HIS MANNERTISMS, ks
Y+t , HIS FAMILIAR GREETING. HE INVITED THEM TO TOUCH HIS BODY, HE ATE WITH THEM.
YET HE WAS SOMEHOW DIFFERENT. HE APPEARED SUDDENLY WHEN THEY DID NOT EXPECT HIM. HE
COULD ENTER A CLOSED ROOM WHERE THE DOORS WERE LOCKED. IT WAS THE SAME BODY WE SAW
BURIED IN THAT GARDEN TOMB, BUT IT WAS DIFFERENT, NO LONGER LOCKED INTO THE PHYSICAL
LAWS WITH WHICH WE ARE FAMILIAR. IF GOD COULD DO THAT FOR :ESUS CHIRST, BY THE FAITH
WHICH HE HAS GIVEN ME, I BELIEVE HE CAN AND WILL DO THE SAME FOR ME AS WELL. 1 CAN
BELIEVE WITH ALL MY HEART WHAT JESUS TOLD MARY WHEN HER BROTHER LAZARUS DIED: :L:ﬂj

THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE, HE WHO BELIEVES IN ME SHALL LIVE EVEN IF HE DIES, AND
HE WHO LIVES AND BELIEVES IN ME SHALL NEVER DIE." (JOHN 11:25-26)

AS A FARMER, I CAN ALSO APPRECIATE THE ILLUSTRATION PAUL USES BEGINNING IN I
COR. 15:346. HE POINTS OUT THAT A SEED PLANTED 1IN THE GROUND IS JUST A BARE GRAIN,
APPARENTLY LIFELESS, YET GOD CAUSES A BEAUTIFUL NEW PLANT TO GROW FROM IT. IN A SENSE
IT IS THE SAME AS THE DRY SHRIVELED UP BROWN SEED THAT WAS PLANTED, BUT IT IS5 GIVEN A
NEW AND PERFECT FORM. I CAN SEE IN OTHER FORMS OF NATURE SIMILAR THINGS...SUCH AS THE
BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLY THAT EMERGES FROM THE CATERPILLAR’S COCOON. THE GOD WHO CREATED
ALL THESE LAWS OF NATURE HAS ALL THE POWER TO GIVE TO US NEW AND PERFECT BODIES. JUST
AS WE ARE NOT ALL ALIKE IN THIS WORLD, SO WE WILL NOT ALL HAVE THE SAME BODIES 1IN THE
NEXT WORLD. BUT WE CAN BE SURE THAT ALL THE IMPERFECTIONS, ALL THE ILLNESSES, ALL THE
UBLINESS WILL BE GONE. INSTEAD WE WILL BE PERFECT, WITH TRANSFORMED BODIES JUST AS
JESUS WAS GIVEN A BODY AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. LIKE HIM, WE WILL NO LONGER BE SUBJECT
TO THE LIMITATIONS OF HUMAN EXISTENCE, BUT WE WILL BE LIKE OUR SAVIOUR IN ALL THINGS.

C. "MY NAME IS LEE" AND I HAVE LEPROSY. T AM GETTING ALONG IN YEARS NOW BUT
I LOOK FAR OLDER THAN I AM. ABOUT 30 YEARS AGO WHEN I WAS A YOUNG MAN, I NOTICED THAT
I WAS NOT ABLE 7O FEEL WITH THE TIPS OF MY FINGERS AND TOES. THEN SOME OF MY HAIR
FELL OUT AND SPOTS AND SORES APPEARED IN MY SKIN. GSOON IT WAS CLEAR THAT I HAD THE
DREADFUL DISEASE CALLED LEPROSY. 1 WAS FORCED 7O LEAVE HOME AND BEG FOR A LIVING.
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PEOPLE WOULD NOT TOUCH ME. THERE WAS NO ONE I COULD WORK FOR. IT WAS ONLY UNDER
BRIDGES OR IN CRUDE LITTLE HUTS OF STICKS AND MUD THAT I COULD LIVE. SHORTLY AFTER
THE SECOND WORLD WAR 1 FOUND MYSELF LIVING WITH ABOUT A HUNDRED OTHERS WHO HAD THE
SAME DISEASE OUT IN THE OPEN IN HOLES 1IN THE GROUND AND CRUDE SHACKS LIKE ANIMALS.
ONE OF THE MEN WAS FROM A LARGE COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE WITH OUR DISEASE. HE WAS A
CHRISTIAN AND AN ELDER IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. HE GATHERED US TOGETHER AND BEGAN
TO HOLD MEETINGS. HE TOLD U5 ABOUT JESUS, THE SONM OF GOD, AND BEGAN TO TEACH US FROM
THE BIBLE. GSOON WE GREW TO LOVE AND BELIEVE IN THIS JESUS, ESPECIALLY SINCE HE SEEMED
T0O HAVE CURED PEOPLE WITH LEPROSY. AFTER TEACHING US FOR WEEKS HE ARRANGED FOR A
MISSIONARY TO COME AND HELP US START OUR CHURCH. SOME YEARS AGO I PREPARED TO RECEIVE
BAPTISM AND THE MISSIONARY EXAMINED ME ON SATURDAY BEFORE THE DAY I WAS TO BE
BAPTIZED. WE HAD BEEN WELL TRAINED AND ALL THE QUESTIONS HE ASKED WERE EASY T0
ANSWER. I REMEMBER THERE WERE FOUR OF US SITTING TOGETHER TO BE EXAMINED. ALL OF US
WERE BLIND, WE HAD LOST FINGERS AND TOES, OUR FACES WERE DISFIGURED, WE HAD NO HAIR.
I AM SURE THAT ANY ONE WOULD THINK WE WERE HORRIBLE TO LOOK AT. AT THE END OF THE
EXAMINATION THE MISSIONARY ASKED ME, "WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO YOU WHEN YOU DIE?" HE
PROBABLY REALIZED THAT IN MY CONDITION I DID NOT HAVE LONG TO LIVE. 1 ANSWERED, "I
WILL GO TO HEAVEN." THIS FAITH IS A GREAT COMFORT 7O ME EVER GSINCE I BECANE A
CHRISTIAN AND LEARNED THAT JESUS WHO SAVED ME BY HIS DEATH ALSO RDSE FROM THE DEAD TO
GIVE ME THAT SAME HOPE. THEN THE MISSIONARY ASKED A FINAL QUESTION: "AND WHAT KIND OF
A BODY WILL YOU HAVE?" I THOUGHT ABOUT THE MISERABLE WRECK OF A BODY I NOW HAVE AND
WHICH THE MISSIONARY COULD SEE PERFECTLY WELL. I REMEMBERED SOME WORDS OUR LEADER HAD
TAUGHT US, WORDS OF PAUL IN I COR. 15, "SO ALSO IS THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. IT
IS SOWN A PERISHABLE BODY, IT IS RAISED AN IMPERISHABLE BODY; IT IS SOWN IN DISHONOR,
IT IS RAISED IN GLORY; IT IS SOWN IN WEAKNESS, IT IS RAISED IN POWER." I ANSWERED THE
MISSIONARY’S QUESTION: "NOT A BODY LIKE THIS ONE, BUT ONE LIKE JESUS!" ALL THESE
YEARS I HAVE LIVED WITH THIS AWFUL BODY...MY EXISTENCE HAS BEEN A LIVING DEATH...AND
S00N PHYSICAL DEATH WILL COME, BUT WITH PAUL I CAN SAY, “"THANKS BE TO GOD, WHO GIVES
US THE VICTORY THROUGH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST."

CONCLUSION. CHARLES COLSON WENT TO PRISOM FOR HIS PART IN THE WATERGATE SCANDAL
AND BECAME AN EARNEST CHRISTIAN THERE. HE HAS POINTED QUT THAT IF HE AND SOME OF THE
HIGHEST POWERED LAWYERS IN THE COUNTRY SUCH AS EHRLICHMAN, HALDEMAN, MITCHELL AND
PRESIDENT NIXON HIMSELF COULD NOT SUCCESSFULLY COVER UP A RATHER MINOR CRIME, HOW IN
THE WORLD WOULD ELEVEN DISCIPLES OF JESUS, VERY ORDINARY MEN, WITH THE COMPLICITY OF
UP TO 500 MORE HAVE SUCCEEDED IN COVERING UP A "FAKED" RESURRECTION, A BUSINESS FAR
MORE VULNERABLE TO PUBLIC SKEPTICISM AND REJECTION. AS COLSON PUTS IT (P. 68): "TO
SUBSCRIBE TO THIS ARGUMENT (OF A COVER-UP), ONE MUST ALSO BE READY TO BELIEVE THAT
EACH DISCIPLE WAS WILLING TO BE OSTRACIZED BY FRIENDS AND FAMILY, LIVE IN DAILY FEAR



. 5
oF, DEATH, ENDURE PRISONS, LIVE FENNILESS AND HUNGRY, SACRIFICE FAMILY, BE TORTURED
WITHOUT MERCY, AND ULTIMATELY DIE...ALL ALONG WITHOUT EVER RENOUNCING THAT JESUS HAD
RISEN FROM THE DEAD.” IS NOT ALL THE FORCE OF THE WORD OF GOD AND THE WITNESS OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT TO THE TRUTH THAT JESUS DIED AND ROSE ABAIN SUFFICIENT FOR THE DEFENSE To
REST?  WITH ALL OF CHRISTENDOM ON THIS pav WE REJOICE, BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT "HE
AROSEL"™  “BUT NOW HATH CHRIST BEEN RAISED FROM _THE DEAD, THE FIRST FRUITS OF THEM THAT

ARE ASLEEP."
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T xt; I Cor. 15:20. Scripture: JI Cor. 15:12-23 SEL-£*LAL5
L LA ReszpuesS

Thtro. Resur, greatest of miracles. Proved by more sbundant hist. evidence.
Greatest signif. to Christians.

Those at Corinth quest. Paul's right 4o be called apostle, contradicted Gos-
peol. I Cor. 15 decl. of right and truth. Whole argument rests on found, of res.
Text.

I. Ghrist has been raised from the dead. Pol. investigator trying to discover
truth or falsehood of resur. Summon witnesses.

A. Romsn soldier., Helped killed Jesus. Knew death., Guarded tomb. Overpowere
by supernatural ect...only interpreted as hand of Alm. God, raised His Son. In spit
of ermed might, God performed this miracle, and Jesus rose from the dead.

B, Jewish priest. Hated Jesus, claims to be Son of God. Challenged our system
e could not eccept preposterous claims to be God Himself. Composed false evidence.
Exemined body. He had predicted he would rdde. Guard. Atd@empt to huspoup. But
no other explanation,..2 miracle took place.

Mav {4 alene

C. Thomes. Did not understsnd Jesus. We refused to believe women. I refused
story of others. Trickery. lhen I saw him. I em one who demands evidence. Others
saw him, such es Jemes. 500. God reised “on, according to Scriptures.

D. Paul. Most remarkable testimony. Zealous Jew & Pherisee. Wetched Stephen
die. Saw Jesus on way to Damascus, Had been working against God.( 15:10>

E. Testimony of men convinced agsinst their wills, If such testimony is not
be be believed, preaching of Apostles is in vain, entire messcge of NT is falsehood,
God Himself has been terribly umisrepresented;end-esch-ofghe Christ. bel. in vain.T.

II. The first fruits of those who have fallen esleep. Text. divides argument of
chepter. Listen to modern voices who h:ve found meesning in resur, for themselves.

A. VWidow of Elder Cheng. Res. of Christ, convinces me there is & resur. in
my future. Immort of body es @ell as soul. Two things: =
1, Christ has demonstrated oewer to change life. ’ig;ZZ) He who heas
chanzed my heert, has power to cause my body to rise,. ’ e
2, God's power to raise has been demonstrated already. First fruits<§;¥2’

B. Leper. Use to raise questi n °f<i%££5> Resur., of Christ answers, Same
body but transformed. Tomb was empty. TIllus of seed in ground. \%2342-44'

C. North Kof#&én Christian. Resuf., of Christ demonstrates to me the power of
God. *If He {gised_Chfist, he can raise me. Paul speaks of mystery. Death is
like sleep. (15:51-52./ Christ has conguered dea “15: 28 ater a day of joy,
of triumph, of demonstration of power of God.( 13:27 ¢Brings greatest of hope,
even though we have trouble and sorrow and death io(;ﬁ;a life, Finel victory -
with God., It is shared with us. Prayer with Paul: Ehil;_é%%Q:}I> "That I may know
him and the power of his resurrection, and may ghare his su erings, becoming
like him dn his death, thet if possible I mey attain the resurrection from the dead

Conclusions Is this not greetest miracles. Son of God died, but elsbd rose, to
prove 2ll His claims, to grent hope of resur, to all who put faith in Hia This »
fact of the resur. gives us assurance in our faith in the Christ of history, it
zives us hope for eternity with Him, it gives us protection against all wavering
r feith now, and provides incentive for Christisn witness and service today.
15 -



- B Who is Adequate?

Text: "...and who is adequate for these things?"
II Cor. 2:16b

Scripture: II Cor. 2:14-17
A psychiatrist might label me as some kind of freak
when I admit that I was struck with the question Paul
asks in II Cor. 2:16: "Who is adeguate for those thing
Hw would diagnose a serious case of 1nfer10r1t] comple
because that guestion is constantly echoed in my own
experience when facping the expectations of God Him-
self, of the church which supports us, of those who
make our work assignments, and especially of that vast
multitude "out there" who expect the missionary some-
how to supply all their needs, to salve all their prob
lems, and to answer the ultimate question of their
eternal destiny. "Who is adegquate?"

Who is adequate to master a difficult foreign language
Who is adequate to preach messages that with clarity,
logic, appeal, and forcefulness proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ to people of totally different culture
and religion, and who have no background of Biblical
knowledge or Christian teachings? [lg is adequate to
cope with the complexities of cooperating with nationa
church structures, or with the headaches of committee
and board assignments? Who is adeguate to live a life
style which demonstrates complete commitment to Christ
exhibits the fruits of the Spirit, and avoids all thos
cultural faux-pas or stupid slips of the tonque which
antagonize rather than attract the very people we want
to win? Hho is adequate to always be the sweet aroma

"

Paul qncaks of here* 3

" ’]}( R
of Him? B R e ,Lsge,\%y R N

William Bargf%y illupines Paul's fiqure fere, Z{fthe
B i , the pxocession of a victorious general
through thg streets oR Rome. \| It was required that he

have been/a successful Rjield commander of a completely
finished /victorious campaign against a foreign enemy.
The offic¢ial order was as The state officials
and senate, the truppeters, boils of war, the
white bull for sacrifice, the wretc aptives in
chains about to be put into prison and pro ly execu-
ted, the musicians with their lyres, and the priests
swinging their censers with the sweet-smelling incense
burning "in them. /Finally came the general himself 17&
chariot_drawn bv(;our horses. He was clad in royal

@ 'd"ﬁ



purple and held the ivory sceptre with the Rompan eagle
at the top. Over his head a slave held the crowrn*of
Jupiter. He was followed by his family and the army
wearing their decorations and shouting cries of triumph
The procession moved through cheering crowds for it wa

a tremendous day which might happen only once in a llfe
time. Paul sees "the angggxlng_ggxgst marching in
triumph through the world, and himself in that conquer-
ing train. It is a trinmoh which pothing can stop!”
(Barclay 205X For the general and his victorious peo-
ple, the sweet incense brought joy, but to the miserabl
captives doomed to death it was the smell of death. He
says Paul, are "a fragmance 6f Christ to God amona thos
who are being saved, and amona those who are perishing;
to the ope an aroma from death to death, to the other
and aroma from life to life."

What a xesponsibility! Who can gope? Who is worthy?2 Wh
is gufficient? Who is ggual to such a calling? Who is
adequate? Surrounded by doctors of the PMC in Chuniju,
I often think of their awesome responsibilitées when
oprescriptions or the turn of the scalpel can cause life
or death. How much greater thex responsibility for all
who deal with eternal issues of Heaven or Hell? Who is
adequate?

Our passage answers the guestion. We don't usually get
the impression that Raul suffered from an inferiorty
complex. The reason lies in his absolute assurance tha
God is adequate. As expressed in 2:14, God leads us in
His triumph in Christ, Godfmanifests through us the
sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.Lest
he be accugsed of commending himself, Paul writes in 3:
4-6: "And such confidence we have through Christ toward
God. DNot that we are adequate in ourselves_to consid-
oY anythlna as coming from gurselves, our adeguacv is
from God, who also made us adequate as servants of a
pew covenant." FElsewhere the great missionaryy wrote:
"By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to-
ward me did not prove vain: bu lab ven more
than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with
me." (I Cor. 15:10)

How does God make us adequate?

11 He calls us...not merely out of darkness into light

as He has called all Christians, but for gpecial duty.
le

Yhen *“calls He supplies the necessary huallflcatlons

whether it be for UMosas the ability to speak, for

the shepherd boy the ability to rule, or for Raul to

: -



say: "I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, bg has strenath-

enedsme ,*hecause He ¢ d m r outtlng me
into service." (I Tim. 1:12) "And He hgs said to me,
"My grace is sufficient for vou, for power is perfecte

in weakpess." (II Cor. 12:9a)

2 He gives us a message. "We are not like manv, ped-
ing the word of God, but as from sincerity, but ag
from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God." oOu

message is not like that of those peddlers along the
streets about us...shrill, rapidfire, high-pressure
sales-talk luring the unsuspecting into purchase of
shoddy substandard merchandize,; but is the: truth strai
from God Almighty who has placed His _seal of aoproval
upon the infinite worth of the Word about Christ and ¥
Him curcified. Like Paul we are "not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the pwwer of God for salvation to
every one who oel;eVeg,' to the Jew first and also to
the Greek." (Rom. 1:16) -

3.) He causes the growth. We are here for a church grow
seminar. Our purpose in Korea is the planting and
nurture of the church of the Living God. Important as
study of the processes and methods of the growth of
God's Kiggdom may be, we remember that growth is cause
by the Lord of the harvest. He who calls the sower,
and provides the seed, will cause the growth. " We are
nothing but God's“workmen...as Paul puf 1t: "wWhat then
4is Apoldos? And what is Paul/ Servants tnrouah whom vo
believed, S he o each

the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor thi
ene _who waters is anvthing, but Cod who causes the

growth." (I Cor. 3:4-7).

Who is adequate? None of us! but thank God for His
aceqguacy!

(over)



God is working His,purpose out As year succeeds to year...
GCod is working Higpurpose out, And the time is drawing near;
- Nearer and nearer drds the time, The time that shall surely be,

When the

March we
That the
Fight we

That the

Pe filled with the aglory of GCod As the waters cover the sea.

earth shall
forth in the strength of Cod, With the banner of Christ unfurled,
light of the glorious gospel of truth May shine throughout the world.
the fight with sorrow and sin To set their captives free,

earth may be filled with the glory of God As the waters cover the sea.

21l we can do is nothing worth Unless God blesses the deed
Vainly we hope for the harvest-tide Till God gives life to the seed;
Yet nearer and nearer draws the time The time that shall surely be

When the

earth shall be filled with the glory of Cod as the waters cover the sea.



s Who is Adequate? :zéﬁflfﬁ’

Text: "...And who is adequate for these things?" (II Cor. 2:16b)

Scripture: II Cor. 2:14-17

A psychiatrist might label me as some kind of freak.when I admit that I was-strssk
with the question Paul asks in II Cor. 2:16. "Who is adequate for these thlggs..
He would diagnose a serious case of inferiority complexg, becau§e that quest%on is
constantly echoed in my own experience when facing the expectat}ons of God Himself,
of the church which supports us, of those who make our work assignments, and espec-
ially of that vast mq}giﬁude "out there" who gxpectsghgmpissionary somehow to eeme

i /&ﬁeir needs, the_solutions tg, their problems, and,.the ulti-
mate question of their eternal destiny. "Who is adequate?" " ortedine

Q INSWCr

Who is adequate to master a difficult foreign lancuace? Who is adequate to preach
messages that with clarity, logic, appeal, and forcefulness proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ to people of totally different culture and religion and who have no
background of Biblical knowledge or Christian teachings? Who is adequate to cope
with the complexities of cooperating with national church structures, or with the
headaches of committee and board assignments? Who is adequate to live a life style
which demonstrates complete commitment to Christ, exhibits the fruits of the Spirit
and avoids all those cultural faux-pas or stupid slips of the tonacue whichmggtagon—
ize rather than attract the very people we want to win? Who is adequate to,be the
sweet aroma Paul speaks of here: "the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him?"

William Barclay illumines Paul's figure here, of the Roman Triumph, the procession
of a victorious general through the streets of Rome. It was required that he have
been a successful field commander of a completely finished victorious campaign a-
gainst a foreign enemy. The official order was as follows: The state officials
and senate, the trumpeters, the spoils of war, the white bull for sacrifice, the
wretched captives in chains about to be put into prison and probably executed, the
musicians with their lyres, and the priests swinging their censers with the sweet-
smelling incense burning in them. Finally came the general himself in a chariot
drawn by four horses. He was clad in royal purple and held the ivory sceptre with
the Roman eagle at the top. Over his head a slave held the crown of Jupiter. He
was followed by his family and the army wearing their decorations and shouting
cries of triumph. The procession moved through cheering crowds for it was a tremen:
dous day which might happen only once in a lifetime. Paul sees "the conquering
Christ marching in triumph through the world, and himself in that conguering train.
It is a triumph which nothing can stop!" (Barclay 205) For the general and his vic-
torious people, the sweet incense broucht joy, but to the miserable captives doomed
to death it was the smell of death. We, says Paul, are "a fragrance of Christ to
God among those who are being saved, and among those who are perishing; to the one
an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life."

What a responsibility! Who can cope? Who is worthy? Who is sufficient? Who is
equal to such a calling? Who is adequate? Surrounded by doctors of the Presbyteriar
Medical Center in Chuniju, I often think of their awesome responsibilities when pre-
scriptions or the turn of the scalpel can cﬁ@&e death or life. How much greater
the responsibility for all who deal with eternal issues of Heaven or Hell? Wwho is
adequate?

Our passage answers the guestion. We don't usually get the impression that Paul
suffered from an inferiority complex. The reason lies in his absolute assurance
that God is adequate. As expressed in 2:14, Cod leads us in His triumph in Christ,
God manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.
Lest he be accugsed of commending himself, Paul writes in 3:4-6: "And such confi-
dence we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are adequate in ourselves to
consider anything as coming from ourselves, axx aur—gdequacy is from Cod, who also
made us adequate as servants of a new covenant." Elsewhere the great missionary
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wrote: "By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove
vain; but I labored even more than all of them, vet not I, but the grace of God

with me." (I Cor. 15:10)

How does God make us adequate?

1. He calls us...not merely out of darkness into light as He has called all Chris-
tians, but for special duty. When He calls He supplies the necessary qualifications
whether it be for Moses the ability to speak, for David the shepherd boy the abilitj
to rule, or for Paul to say: "I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened
me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service." (I Tim. 1:12) "And
He has said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness." (II Cor. 12:9a)

2. He gives us a message. "We are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as

from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God." Our mes-
sage is not like that of those peddlers along the streets about us...shrill, rapid-
fire, high-pressure sales-talk luring the unsuspecting into purchase of shoddy sub-
standard merchandize, but is the truth st¥ight from God Almighty who has placed His
seal of approval upon the infinite worth of the Word about Christ and Him crucified.
Like Paul we are "not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power cf God for salva-

tion to every one who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Creek." (Rom. 1:16)

3. He causes the growth. We are here for a church growth seminar. Our purpose in
Korea is the planting and nurture of the church of the Living God. Important as
study of the processes and methods of the growth of God's Kingdom may be, we remem-
ber that growth is caused by the Lord of the harvest. He who calls the sower, and
provides the seed, will cause the growth. We are nothing but God's workmen...as
Paula put it: "What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you
believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. I planted, Apollos water-
ed, but God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the

one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth." (I Cor. 3:4-7)

Who is adequate? None of us, but thank God for His adequacy!

God is working His purpose out As year succeeds to year...

God is working His purpose out, And the time is drawing near;

Nearer and nearer draws the time, The time that shall surely be,

When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God As the waters cover the sea.

March we forth in the strength of God, With the banner of Christ unfurled,
That the light of the glorious gospel of truth May shine throughout the world.
Fight we the fight with sorrow and sin To set their captives free,

That the earth may be filled with the glory of God As the waters cover the sea.

All we can do is nothing worth Unless Cod blesses the deed

Vainly we hope for the harvest-tide Till God gives life to the seed;

Yet nearer and nearer draws the time The time that shall surely be

When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God As the waters cover the sea.
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> ¢ A Christian Gives

25 €
Scripture reading: II Cor. 8:1-7 = 2T

Text: II Cor. 8:5 "First they gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will
of God."

What do the following have in common: a poor widow and a rich young ruler, Zaccheus
and Barnabas, a Jerusalem Pharisee and Annanims and Saphira? This sounds like a
good question for a quiz show, yet most of us will recognize that the New Testament
has something to say about each of these and their possessions.

This is an appropriate subject to consider right after Thanksgiving and just before
Christmas. At Thanksgiving we remind ourselves of God's goodness, particularly for
material blessings. At Christmas we will be thinking of God's greatest gift as well
as exchanging gifts among ourselves. Is there any better time to think of the best
use of our possessions, especially inx relation to giving? Unlike pastors of.most
congregations, this preacher is not concerned at the low level of giving of his
hearers, but even missionaries can become such "professional” givers as to forget
God's Word telling us why and how a Christian gives.

As we left the States a month ago, churches were concentrating on stewardship, a
word we use to describe what we as custodians do with what God has loaned us. The
last Sunday night in October we sat in on a stewardship meeting, where a committee
of the church was planning its every member canvass. We heard sentiments ranging
from the experienced insight of door-to-door salesmen as to how to extract the
greatest financial yield all the way to genuine spiritual insight Into Christian
motivation for gmxx giving. ,

Jesus never owned any property, for He said: "The 8Son of Man does not have a place
to lay his head." He Eaa no money, and once had to ask His disciples to find a
head-tax coin in the mouth of a fish. Apparently all He owned were His simple
clothes. Yet He had plenty to say about possessions and the proper use of them.
"Tt has been said that a third of all the parables of Christ have to do with men
and their possessions." (Evans 112)

7

The early Church experienced such oneness that they even held their possessions in
common...not a communism where private property forcibly become state property but

a recognition in practical form that as children of the same Father all shared in tt
same household of faith. This seems to have met a special need xk at that time,

but was not continued. Nevertheless a definite responsibility for one another's
material needs within the total church continued to result in special offerings as

a sort of intra-church aid expressing common Christian love.

The New Testament picture shows a variable pattern of giving with no fixed percen-
tages, or set dollar § cents figures. Jesus saw that love of possessions was such
a barrier to a rich young ruler's search for eternal life, that He told him to sell
everything and give 100% to the poor, yet that sad young man gave zero. A Pharisee
boasted in prayer: "I give tithes of all that I get" but this 10% won no praise
from Jesus. Zaccheus, a tax-gatherer, stirred by His distinguished Guest, resolved
to rectify his sorry life and restore his ill-gotten gains four fold and give 50%
of all he had to the poor. A poor widow gave 100% of all she had, two mites worth
together about one won, yet earned eternal fame. Annanias and Saphira sold land
and gave part to the church. Obsiously they thought the sum large enough to fool
everybody, maybe 75%. But their selfishness and deceit and desire for public ap-
plause exacted a dreadful penalty. Barnabas had also donated 100% of the proceeds
of a land sale out of pure unselfishness and genuine generosity and Christian love
which contributed to the fellowship and spiritual power of the church.

Unlike income taxes, Christian liberality is not a matter of legislation but of the
heart. Yet certain great fundamentals are taught in Scripture, especially the
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Lordship ‘of God over His creatuon and man's position as caretaker of God's property

The” first temptation of man in Eden was to contest God's supreme authority...His

Kingship, His ownership of creation, His right to make the rules. Man's greatest
sin has always been to arrogate to himself the rights amd privileges of God. You
remember the parable of the wicked husbandmen who beat up the servants of the owner
sent to collect his rightful part of the fruit of the vineyard. As they killed the

last messenger, the Beloved son of the owner, they plotted among themselves, "If
we kill the heir heir, the vineyard will be ours." ;
R : /T

Possessiveness is a strong instinct. This is myx land, my house, my bank account.
But God's Word says, '"Not so. All things belong to God, the Creator, the Ruler, the
Supreme Authority. He expects this recognition. How much the Bible, especially
the Psalms, proclaims that God is supreme! Devout male Jews recited every morning
and evening a set of passages beginning, "Hear 0O Israel, the Lord our God is on Lor«
reminding themselves of His Sovereignty. We cannot but somehow admire the Mohamme-
dans who five times a day heed the call from the minaret: "There is no God but Al-
lah and Mohammed is his prophet!" "If from the pulpit, or elsewhere, members of
churches are hearing much about the love, grace and comfort of God, and little abou:
the greatness, glory, majesty, and authority of God, am#& it is not surprising if
the TIives of many are characterized more by self-will and self-righteousness than
by humility and devotion to the will of God."(Paul LindholIm).

The corollary to this great truth that '"the earth is the Lodd's and the fullness
thereof, the world and those who dwell therin™ is man's responsibility as caretaker
God commands: "Be fruitful and multiply.” that is, improve and enlarge God's asset:
enjoy the fruit of the land, render due account of what we have done with God's in-
vestments. The mark of the good steward is to be found faithful. Unlike any human
capitalist investing for personal profit, God keeps pouring new blessings into the
economy, expecting yield only in terms of human responsiveness to His Lordship.

Our democratic society has programmed us to belittle the rights of a Sovereign, yet
God is a Sovereign whom we regard not with terror but with love and gratitude and
loyalty. How many ills within and withou the Church stem from forgetting this?

With these foundation principles in mind, look at Paul's words in IT Cor. 8-9. The
Jerusalem church was in terrible financial plight. Paul sponsored a relif offer-
ing among the world-chures to aid the mother church, somewhat of a reveraal of the
modern pattern of giving. This is the only general offering mention in the New
Testament, although we know that the early church did support the poor and persecu-
ted and widowed, and that the Philippian church sent generous gifts to the Apostle
in his missionary labors and again when he was a prisoner in Rome. Now the Apostle
organized an aiad program for the Jerusalem Church. He may have been a busy church
planter, sheologian and writer but he also was above reproach in his handling of
fimances. Three times he calls it '"this gracious work'", something not every finan-
cial campaign directors can get away with. Rather than handlex the funds personall)
he had a committee of ''the brethren'" including well-respected Titus, and a famous

reacher, and possibly Luke, the physician. There would be no scandal, no 2 millior
gracﬁma foul-up in Paul™s GEB! Listen: "We intend that no one should blame us abouft
this Iiberal gift which we are administering, for we aim at what is honorable not
only in the Lord's sight but also in the sight of men." Paul cites at least five
general teachings here about Christian giving. | Ci\20 o <67 ik
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1. Dedication to the Lord. Paul cites the example of the Macedonian churches.
"First they gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.'"(8:5) Our at-
titude towards possessions has this doctrinal basis: recognition that we ourselves
belong to the Lord and hence belong to all our brothers and sisters who also belong
to Him as His children. Dr. Louis Evans calls all methods to get stingy people to
function without this creedal basis mere "artificial regurgitation.” He telis of

a woman who came to a leading member of her church and community and said, '"you kno
we have tried every sort of trick and means of raising money, but we can't raise ou:
budget. We have had bazars, mock weddings, offered memorials, given parties and
dinners, and conducted raffles. (In Korea she would say, we had a poo-heung—whal).
None of these seem to work: what in the world can we try now?" The man replied,
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smilingty, "Why don't you try religion?" All giving starts with the surrender of
ourselves, when thag# is done the rest will naturally follow. "First they gave thems=
selvesyxard to the tord, and to us..."

The gift without the giver is bare
Who gives himself with his alms feeds three...
Himself, his hungry neighbor, and me. James Russell Lowell.

>

2. The example of Jesus Christ. '"For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that /by his poverty yo
might become rich."(8:9) This 1s the great doctrine of the incarnation, the becom-
ing-man of God, over which we rejoice at Christmas, exclaiming with Paul the last
verse of this passage: "Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!(9:13) T hope
you will pardon a personal 1llustration. When we visit 1n countgrvillages we are
often introduced with deep appreciation because we have left a wonderful land to
visit them, or because, as last Sunday afternoon when we went from house to house

in the wind and snow, we have gone to personal discomfort to honor them. Yet how
infinitely greater our awe of One of whom we sing:

Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die

Born to raise the sons of earhh, born to give them second birth.

This was the enriching which Paul means when he says that in His poverty you have be
come rich...rich in treasures immeasurable by human standards but which can be ack-
nowledged in the sharing of material possessions out of genuine love like Christss.

3. God Egqualization plan. I Cor. 8:13-14. "I do not mean that others should be
eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of equality your abundance at the pres-
‘ent time should supply their want, so that their hbundance may supply your want,
that there may be equality.” The communists have an equalization plan, or claim to.
Some other institutions that we know of have them too. Here is God's. The Corin-
thian church owed much to the mother church in Jerusilem. Now it is time for a re-
verse flow of a differnt kind of aid. Barclay points out that Paul is reminding us
that life has a strange way of evening ings up. If Paul were living today with
the complexities of modern church 1ife and finance, he probably would have expanded
on the practical realities and necessity for each part of the body of Christ contri-
huting what is lacking in other parts, not only in terms of material aid but of
life itself. The other day at a meeting of country evangelists, they wanted me to
tell them about pioneer church work in the States these days. The only real blitz
of church starting T could think of are Korean churches...three in Atlanta, the
biggest in Columbus, Ga. where a Honam graduate is pastor, one with 45 charter mem-
bers in Miami of whom half hold doctor's degrees, 60 or so in the Los Angeles area
...hundreds proliferating over the country. Maybe the spiritual blessings are being
shared in the other direction in our time...God's equalization plan at work.

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one

Our comforts, and our cares, !

Q.

4. Christian giving 7is cheerful giving. Obviously Pual was having to prod this
willingness at Corinth! Not unusual for church leaders to have to do such a thing!
Apparently the initial idea for this offering came from Corinth but plans had been
interrupted. Paul writes that he is sending his committee so that neither he nor
the church would lose face for not finishing the campaign. They should have the
gift in hand when he arrives, so that it will not be given as an exaction but as a
willing gift.'"/ Probably we missionaries are tested at this point more than any
other in the matter of giving. I must confess that with me it is often more than

an exaction, it is an extraction. So often we are put under pressures, or shamed,
or held up as an example, or manuevered into a financial coverup of the shortcomings
of others...so that our giving i1s anything but cheerful. How we need to pray for
(1) correct assessment of real needs deserving help, (2) wisdom in determining the
size and chenneling of gifts, (3) for responsbibixy helping others recognize steward
ship responsibilitfes, for (4) humility when profuse thanks are heaped upon us. Thi
latter is especially true when we remember that the gifts we distribute are often
not really our own but are the gifts of others transmitted through our hands. Dr.
Evans reminds us that selfishness can be called a "respectable sin." 'Have you ever
thought of the fact that people who are stingy and vovetous and classified with the
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worst sort of people?" In I Cor. 6:9 Paul wrote: '"Do not be decfeved, neither the
immoral, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor thi€ves, nor the greedy
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of God. Did you
every realize that singy people are ranked with the immoral and unr1gﬁteous° (Evans
122). How different the "willing gift." God loves a cheerful giver.

5. God will ppowdde every blessing. He will reward. '"He who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. (9:6)
"And God 1s able to provide you with every blessing in abudance so that you may al-
ways have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work.
(9:8). "he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and mul-
tiply your resources and increase the harvest of your righteouness. ,You will be
enriched iIn every way for great generosity, which through us will prodhce thanks -
giving fn God. (q’lo IT) Make no mistake, rewards are promised 1in Scripture..not
necessarily material rewards, but rewards nevertﬁeless The Creator God who sustair
and replenishes all will prov1de what is lacking for his saints who labor with joy
and cheerfully share God's bounty with others. Look at the early church. They had
great power. Filled with the love of Christ, excited by the fact of the resurrec-
tion, full of His Holy Spirit. They had power. But read Acts 4:32-33. "They had
everythlnq in common and with great power the apostles gave their testimonyT™" Part
of the power was because possessions were no problem, no camse of contention, but
used as God intended them to be used: to express Tove for God and for one another.

Conclusion. Dr. Paul Lindholm tells this story: In Africa a,family entertained a
very promin€t person. When the guest arrived he was welcome{with many polite words
and gestures. The mother in the home had prepared a chicken for dinner. When it
was time to eat, the father said to the visitor, "Our honored guest, it is custom-
ary for my wife and me to eat the breast of the chicken. We will need to do that
now as usual. Our two boys, who are growing fast, must have the legs, and we always
give the wings to our daughters, but for you, our honored guest, we have the feet

and head of the chicken! '"Once," said Lindholm, "When I had told that story I askec
the congregation if anything of "that sort could happen in their country. There was
a loud response in chorms, 'No-o-o!" Our best is not good enough!

Evans: "We were all born with our hands closed into fists; only wheljwe are born
again can we learn to open them. The most commonly used benediction comes from
the end of this epistle and begins...'"'The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ'..that
grace by which He who was rich, for our sakes became poor. Only as men give them-
selves to Him,as He gave Himself for us can we know th true joy and power of citi
zenry in hlS ingdom. "First they gave themselves to the Lord, and to us by the

will of God."L, g .4 WVWWW@ &Mﬁ%c&_um

Dedication to the Lord. =

Example of Jesus Christ. Jpq_:;\
God's equalization plan. {
Chrrstian giving is cheerfll g1v1ng.
God will provide every needed b1e551ng

s
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In Journeyings Often

Text: II Cor. 11:26. '"On frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from
robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city,
danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, dapnger from false brethren."

Scripture reading. II Cor. 11:21-29. ¢ 'y
- . Vo Lon condtamdy ailly 1ood NVEG

"In Journeyings often" iszhﬁw’fﬁg’fzggfg;mes Version tran¥lates the opening phzase
of II Cor. 11:26,58f/5§/iﬂ the RYV: "On frequent journeys, in danger from rivers,
d anger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in
the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren."
How apt a description of missionary life most of the time! Paul the missionary
set a precedent followéd down the centuries by a host of imitators: the notable
"wanderers for Christ" who left Ireland during the Bark Ages and fanned out

over all of Furope; Boniface the Apostle of Germany; Alopen, missionary to the
court of China in the 7th century; Wilfred Gmenfell to Labrador, Zavier to Japan,
Taylor to Inland Chinas Livingston exploring the heart of Africa, and so on.

Many of us here have either just finished a long journey or contemplate one in

the near future, or plan one in a year or so. With the summer vacation season
upon us it is well-nighf-impossible to keep track of the whereabouts of each one
of even our limited number of people right here. Our work keePSUS travelling.

In one recent period I made fairly long trips on 9 consecutive' days. The Apestle
Paul several times tells of being '"sped on_his way" but he knew nothing in compar-
ison with our era of mechanized traffic, expressway busses, and inter-continental
jets.

As travellers in a travelling age engaged in a travelling profession, to ponder
this text may not be out of order: "In journeyings often.’”” As a matter of fact
all of us are on a continual journey from the cradle to the grave. I hesitate

to call this a "long trip'" because of other modern connotations of the term. But
that is what we are all on, and the Bible frequently reminds us of this and uses
the figure of speech of travel, or pilgrimage, as it tells us where we started,
the detours and pitfalls along the way, the transitory nature of any abode, the
guidance and protection upon which we may count, and our ultimate destination.
Just about an even 300 years ago John Bunyan in the Bedford Jail of England wrote
his famous "Pilgrim's Progress,'" probably the best seller in the English langugge
outside of the Bible, using the themeof travel as an allegory of the Ch¥tstian 1life

"In journeyings often.'" Today we are taking 3 famous travellers in the Bible and
learning from them lessons to apply as we travel the path of each day and the
larger journey of life itself. The 3 I have selected are Abraham, Moses, and Paul.
Bypassing all the other great lessons to be learned from them, from Abraham we
learn of commitment to God, from Moses of dependence upon God, from Paul steward-
ship under God.

1. Abraham. Hereis an ancient migrant who left Ur of the Chaldees, near the upper
end of the Persian Gulf, and travelled with his father Haran up the River Euphra-

tes to Harndin what is now northern Syria. After settling there for some time the
old father died, and the Lord said to Abram: "Go from your country and your kindred

and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And 1 will bless you,
_and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 1 will bless those who
bless you, and him who curses you T will curse; and by you all the families of the
earth sill bless themselves.” (Gen. 12:1-3). So Abram wmat (vs. 4) and '"set forth
_to go to the land of Canaan?(vs. 5). Later he journeyed on '"still going toward
the Negeb™ (vs. 9) the deedlate recion south of the Dead Sea. Becapge of a famine
he "went down to Egypt'"(vs. 10). Later he went back to the Negeb (13:1) and to
Bethel (13:3). Once when his nephew Let was kidnapped by raiding tribal kings,
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Abraham gave chase as far as Damascus and rescued them. We hear of this nomad
moving constantly back and forth from central Palestine to the Negeb (20:1) and
to the land of the Philistines (21:34), never settling anywhere long enough to
call it home.

Abraham was a man totally committed to God and whatever leading the Lord gave him.
It was this faith which earned him a prominent place in the roll of men of faith
in Heb. 11. "By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place
which he was to receive as an inheritance and he went out, NOT KNOWING WHERE HE
WAS GO GO. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land,
living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For

he looked forward to THE CITY WHICH IHAS FOUNDATIONS whose builder and maker is

God (11:8-10).

Here was a man 'mot knowing where he was to go.'" Isn't that true of much of 1life.
We set our goals, we make our plans, but really we never know what a day will
bring forth when we rise in the morning, let alone the months and years ahead.
Abraham accepted God's promise of a future land, a great family, many blessings.
lie gould not see them, but he totally committed himself in faith to God. KXIK#
16 90 2598 $5¢.0¢0.1130¢0¢:$3.35082 3133000819081 08 500158984 369¢5.30¢.30834.339860¢3 8¢5 3.58¢ %
NAXXKEAAXXKNXKNXEXXXKKENXAXAX Fven when Abraham reached the land of promise, the
record distinctly states that he lived in tents. Yet while in this most tgmporary
and insecure of all housing his faith allowed him to look ahead "to the city which
has foundations." A tent is temporary, but foudations are permanent and to
'fﬁﬁham symbolized the end of the journey...a city whose builder and maker is God.
It was this commitment to Rad a_God with purposes he could not always see, with
construction blueprints yet to be unfolded, which mad@ Abraham the great treveller
He could not always know God's road-map but he knew God had a map with the route
¥ and the destination carefully marked. T -

—

8 o
=3

God wants us travellers to have this same commitment to Him for the journeys of
this day andfhe course of this life...all to be placed in His hands. He has
promises for us just as He had for Abraham. These promises come true in unex-
pected ways but they are there each day for whoever commits his path to the
Lord in faith.

"Commit your wayx to the Lord,

Trust in him, and he will act." Ps. 37:5.

2. Moses teaches us derendence upon God along each day of life's journey. His
travels were not as extensive as those of Abrabham or Paul, and he was not allowed
to enter the ultimate goal of his pilgramage, the Promised Land. Born of Hebrew
slave parents in Egypt, raised in Miroah's padace, Moses at 40 had to flee because
of his civil rights activities in behalf of the badly mistreated Hebrew minerity.
For 40 x&x more years he tended sheep in Midian in the wilderness of Eastern
Sinai. Commissioned of God to deliver the Hebrews, he returned to lead thenm
out of Egypt, across the Red Sea, and into the Sinai desert. lere he led them
continuously from place to place around & the Sinai peninsula in that vast and
forbidding wilderness.as God led him. He did this for another 40 years.

Paul's words in our text are probably more true of Moses than they were even of
Paul himself. "On frequent journeys, in damer from rivers, danger from robbers,
danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, nger_in
the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren." Ille started out pur-
sued by the angry Egyptian army. There was the terrifying escape through the
Red Sea. Total absence im of water in some places, or low supplies of food,
threataned to annibhilate his people, and they rose in rehellipp time and again.
Hostile marauding hands had to be dealt with. Epidemics swept through the
camp. There was always the uncertain prospect before them of entering and con-
quering the Promised Land. The Qiggggzgggmgggs, fears, doubts, pressures, anxie-
Sars S €S 1 .S
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ties, physical exhaustion, and temptations which beset this lonely man Moses
poysical exhaustion gmptations y

could never have been met unless he was daily dependent upon God to care for
his needs. le was beset by all the characters in Pilgrim's Progress such

as Qbstinate, Mistrust, Timorous, Discontent, Self-conceit, Superstitwmon,
Enyvy, Malice, Lowe-lust, Hold-the-world and all the others. He passed through

the Slough of Despond, Up the Hill of Difficulty, through the Valley of
Humiljation, by Vanity Fair, the Valley of the Bhadow. Here was Christian's

attitude at the Hill mf Difficulty:

"I beheld then that they all went on till they came to the foot of the

Hill mf Difficulty, at the bottom of which was a spring. There was also in
the same place two other ways, besides that which came straight from the gate;
one turned to the left hand, and the other to the right, at the bottom of the
hill; but the narrow way lay right up the hill, and the name of that going up
the side of the hill is called Difficulty. Christian now went to the spring,
and drank thereof to refresh himself, and then began to go up the hill, saying:

The hill, though high, T covet to ascend;

The difficulty will not me offend,

For I perceive the way of life lies here.

Come, pluck up, heart, let's neither faint nor fear.

Better, though difficult, the right way to go,

Than wrong, though easy, where the end is woe."

For Mosess the pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, the daily cover
of manna on the ground, the water gushing from a desert boulder, the victory

which came while his arms remained raised, the sun that stood still while his
people routed the enemy...all these were visible evidence of the God who was
protecting and providinggTfiis people. He learned as did Paul and as can we:
"My grace is sufficient for you, for my pawer is made perfect in weakness."
"I can do all things in him who strengthens me." '"And my God will supply every
need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.' The journey
\may be long and hard, but we can claim these and all the other promises of
God's Word as along with Moses we depend upon Him,

. bakes ‘Y\Av\'.vpmf ; . .
3. Paul w*ﬁq‘the honors as thengfeﬁ£e5¢ﬂﬁravellee in the Bible. Like Abraham
he was totally committed to God for the course of his life; like Moses he

demonstrated dependence upon God for sustenance all the way. But as a traveller
he distingugdhed himself by stewardship under God...making the use of each
moment and each event to accomplish some gain for the Gospel. The Christian

¥xfx pilgrimage is more than compliance with the will of the Lord, accepting

.?gstrength and protection from Him daily. We are more than mere tourists in God's

and Pful never forgot this in his" travels. 4
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worldgrthere is wgz£~£2,22vdggexﬁdlives to be influenced™SBuls to be saved,

Paul's urnefys are too well-known to be rehearsed again here. The Middle
East, Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, the islands of the Mediteranean are known

to have been his parish. T suspect he was the kind of man who knew the best
stage-coaches, th ipping hedules, the best seasons for travel. With his
energy and education and keen mind he would have been a fascinating travelling
companion, pointing out places of interest and discoursing on matters of his-
tory and literature and mythology associated with such spots. Even a ship-

captain on one occasion was willing to listen as this missionary advised how
to sail the ship.

G oed
Yet every incident of Paul's travels gave him an opportunity to rende g%eward—
ship of his time. At Phillippi spending the night in jail, he and his companions
were XXBXRX ppaying and sipping the praases of God, ultimately witnessing to
the other prisoners and to the jailor himself. At Athens xx a stroll up the
Acroﬁb@is like millions of other sight-seers exposed him to the pagan idolatry
of the place and he wound upx giving a discourse to the scholars on the altar
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to the unknown God. Shipwrecked on Malta and building up the fire bywhich

he and his shipmates were drying themselves out a viper came out and bit him.
When they saw he was unharmed, the natives were astonised and listened to

his Gospel. Every occasion was for Paul the oqpportunity to witness, to demon-
strate the power of God, to draw God's people into a Fuller understanding

of His purpose. Even during the long days in a Roma i he spoke to his
guards of the emnernal things of God and kept his kﬁem m1nd busy composing let-
ters which to this day hbring God's Word.to people a1l over the world.

Wherever we are and whatever the conditions are, we are in that spot because
:%}God places us there. He always gives us something to do for Him. The journey

seems easier and the difficulties less pressing when we find in it all something

to do for Him. This is stewardsship of time, of talents, of opportunities.

God does not require that we be brilliant or great, but he does require faith-

fulness on the part of His stewards. '"One thing I do, forgetting what lies

ehind and strainging forward to what lies ahead, T press on toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus."

"In _journeyings often.'” Abraham the travller who shows us committment to
God. Moses the traveller who demon:trateq defppendence upon God. Paul the

traveller who prac&tlced stewardshtp under God.

I have a friend named Deacon Iee at the Ingye Church in Soonchang. Ile is

now totally blind. Attracted by the singing he entered a church in Seoul

mnd has since become a Christian, a deacon in this little pioneer church.

He gathers the childxen of the village and teaches them the Bible, using a
Braille Bibhle which he knows how to read. He recently asked me for a hymnal.
Although he can't read it, he will have someone read him the words and he
will punch them out in Braille so he can teach the children hymns. He often
jpalks to the three main services at the church each week a round trip of
Lz_k;lomet Es,gach time. The rough terrain does not bother him for he can
valk. 85 %y c-?%?%@ﬁlas most of us¥even in broad daylight, but the children
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<omct1me orment him with sticks and stones and“ﬁhke it impossible to get to
church” When I commiserated with him on these d1ff1cu1t1es and the long

walk to churkh his reply was almost poetic in its Korean expression'" " e

figured it all out; if it is 10,000 kilometers to heaven ,then each time I

go_to cﬁurch T am 17 kilos closer to heaven!X" Surely wordq of w1<dom-5nd

fa1th from this blind pilgrim, and not a bad philosophy for every €hristian
travelling the highway of 1life'. We can know that each day passed in commitment
to God, dependence upon God, and stewardqhin under God is the happy way to

bring us "12 kiloj closer to our heavenly hime ’yu&dlzyérbul l%ﬁ, lu»uﬂ
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Father, lead me day by day, Ever in Thine own sweet way;

Teach me to be pure and true; Show me what I ought to do.
save;

When in danger, make me brave, Make me know that Thou canst’

/C)X’ <33€> Keep me safe by Thy dear side; L& me in Thy love abide.
34y
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Shnmqfﬁigﬂﬁ
When I"m tempted to do wrong, Make me steadfast, wisetand:
And when all alone I stand, Shield me with Thy mighty hand.

May T do the good T know, Serving gladly here bhelow,
Then at last go home to Thee, Evermore Thine oww to be.
Hymn 458



