
i i - 41 -y jL

S c r i p t u r e : i C o r . 3 : 5 - 9 . u a . o t » ^ ^ .
TE ̂ 2i-£l. ■ '̂•'■^ ;̂ ^a/- l̂■-^ l̂ if:a.A'-|cfcText : I cor. 3 :6 " I pTanted, Apo l los watered, bu t Cod gave the growth . "

-sM JW-
After going to Corinth and nrt^achina fhe no^.nPl . the Apostle Paul wrote: "I planted,

% cffApol los watered, but God gave the growth." Pioneer missionaries to Korea could say

the same, "We planted, Korean brethren watered, but God gave the grov/th." As a mis

s ionary in rura l Korea for 35 years, I can say, "Korean Chr is t ians p lanted, I waterec
but God gave the growth." Since this has been the history of the Church of Korea,

w e m u s t g i v e t o G o d a l l t h e g l o r y .

y/ ^ Ti-ce xi-oP ; ^ n 1 n n i r n a r p r i h i . ; w o r k < - n r . 1 ; , n t - i n r , and cult ivating a cr^ in a garden. Begin

ning 100 years ago, missionaries spoke of the regions of their rural responsibilities
as "fields." They first established "stations" in major cities,..Seoul, Pyeng-yang,

Taegu, Pusan, Chungu. Here miss ionary fami l ies l i ved together, and here the fi rs t

strong central churches v;ere e^^lished. But at once they began \-^despread. . . - - J _ r u r a l
-rd-rTwork, and missionary evangelists were assf^nSa'^'f ields, " Underwood along the Han

River to the "west field," Moffefrt to the "n^th field" in South Pyongan Province,
P^ams to the "^st field" of Taegu, McCu^chen to the "n^th field" of North Chulla.

7| , j^McCallie to the "soxj?h-west field" of islands near Mokpo. At first all was pio^er
te r r i t o r y, and the m iss iona ry worked the same fie ld fo r many yea rs . A t fi r s t t he

ds had to be and the fi rs f c rops were ve ry sma l l . L i ke a fa rmer g i v ing

il izer and remo^n^ weeds ann* i^cks, i t was long hard work!

fi e l d s

f e r t

71-:̂in Mokpo wô }̂ ed to the south -west in Kang-jin,
Chang-heung, and Yung—am. He travelled in small motor boats, or in cars & busses

on terr ib le roads, or walked for many hours to reach his churches in rain, snow, or

take his own food, clothes and bedding for 10 days or 2 weeks.

Living condit ions were poor and di fficult . There were no bathing faci l i t ies,

electricity, but plenty of flies and mosquitoes. In those days there were only 2 or
urches in each county, hg would spend a full week in each church holding a

o r
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s f " 4 1 " I
S a l j - g y u n g - w h e y, t e a c h i n g t h e B i b l e v e r s e b y v e r s e w i t h g r e a t p a t i e n c e , a n d t h e

C h r i s t i a n w a y o f l i f e . E v e r y m o r n i n g h e t a u g h t , i n t h e a f t e r n o o n h e v i s i t e d h o u s e -

t o - h o u s e , a t n i q h t h e p r e a c h e d . H e e x a m i n e d n e w m e m b e r s a n d h e l d t h e s a c r a m e n t s

a n d t r a i n e d t h e o f fi c e r s . B u t G o d b l e s s e d t h i s " w o i ^ o f f a i t h a n d l a b o r o f l o v e " ,
4 i < -

t h i s l o n g - t i m . e c u l t i v a t i w i . I t s l o w l y b e g a n t o p r o d u c e a c r < 3 ^ . . . 3 0 - f o l d , 6 0 - f o l d ,

a n d 1 0 0 - f o l d . S c o r e s o f s u c h e a r l y m i s s i o n a r i e s c o v e r e d t h e e n t i r e K o r e a n p e n i n s u l a ,

p r o d u c i n g t h e g r e a t K o r e a n C h u r c h o f t o d a y . A l m o s t f r o m t h e fi r s t , n e w K o r e a n c o n -
1v e r t s b e c a m e c o - w o r k e r s . T r u l y , " S o m e p l a n t e d , a n d s o r ! ^ w a t e r e d , b u t G o d ^ ^ e t h e

Now, pipage >:>voncp^mR for talking ahniit Tnvgpir. For 35 years, since 1948, my work

has been rurerl evangelism, and I have never departed from my purpose of hel^ng plant

r u r a l c h u r c h e s . T h e r e h a v e b e e n o t h e r d u t i e s , b u t t h i s h a s a l w a y s b e e n m y . I n

1948 there wei;e about 200 churches in North Chulla, nox%' there are over 1300. "God^

h a s g i v e n t h e g r o w t h . " M y fi r s t a s s i g n m e n t w a s w h a t i s n o w C h u n - s u h P r e s b y t e r y ,

a n d l a t e r o t h e r p a r t s o f N o r t h C h u l l a . M y l a n g u a g e w a s p o o r , I m a d e m a n y m i s t a k e s .

R u r a l r e g i o n s w e r e t e r r i b l y p o o r . D u r i n g t h e K o r e a n W a r , C o m m u n i s t g u e r i l l a s r a i d e d

a t n i g h t , b u r n i n g v i l l a g e s , a n d t h e r e w e r e r e f u g e e s e v e r y w h e r e . T h e u n f o r t u n a t e

d i v i s i o n w i t h t h e K i - j a n g c a u s e d m u c h fi g h t i n g a n d b i t t e r n e s s . U s u a l l y I w a s t a n g -

w h e y - j a n g o f 3 0 - 4 0 c h u r c h e s , a n d j u s t a f t e r t h e K i j a n g s p l i t f o r a s h o r t t i m e 7 0

c h u r c h e s w e r e a s s i g n e d t o m e d u e t o t h e s h o r t a g e o f K o r e a n m i n i s t e r s .

X'fdA n e x a n n l e o f t h i ^ w o r k w a s i n N a m w n n . A t L i b e r a t i o n t h e r e w e r e o n l y a b o u t 6 c h u r c h e

...al l j f of them weak. But in a few years 22 new churches were begun in rural diskx-

tricts. There were 2 fine elders in the Namwon Tong-puk ch^ch, one a native of
Namwon, the other a refugee from North Kbrea. They had î û l̂ ss to start new
c h u r c h e s . O f t e n t h e y c a m e t o m e s a y i n g : " We R m u s t s t a r t a c h u r c h i n L e e - p a e k M y u n

o r T a i - s a n M y u n . A l r e a d y t h e r e a r e a f e w b e l i e v e r s a s k i n g f o r a c h u r c h . C o m e a n d

h e l p u s . " S o w e w o u l d g e t i n t o t h e j e e p a n d v i s i t t h e p l a c e , s o m e t i m e s t o h o l d t h e

fi r s t C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e . O f t e n t h i s w a s t h e fi r s t c a r t h e v i l l a g e c h i l d r e n h a d s e e n ,

a n d I w a s t h e fi ^ s ^ A m e r i c a n . M a n y t i m e s w e h e l d t h e fi r s t s e r v i c e o u t d o o r s , a n d
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the whole v i l laqe, mer i / women, and ch i ldren, would come out o f cur ios i ty. I l i ked

to preach about Zacheus, with Luke 19:10 as the text: "The Son of man income to seeV
X V i - W - o m a n ^ K ± .
a n d ^ o ^ v e t h a t w h i c h v / " s l o s t . " A l w a y s t h e r e w e r e t w o m a j o r p r o b l e m s : ( 1 ) a p l a c e

t o w o r s h i p , a n d ( 2 ) a n e v a n g e l i s t . . . a n d b o t h t o o k m o n e y. O n c e I w a s a b l e t o g e t

80 l a r c re used a rmy t en t s f r om Kunsan a i r base and we l oaned t hese f o r s t a r t i ng new

c h u r c h e s . W e w o r s h i p p e d i n v a r i o u s p l a c e s . . . p r i v a t e h o m e s , s c h o o l - r o o m s , a E r a i l w a y

s t a t i o n , a c h i c k e n h o u s e , r i c e m i l l s , b a r n s a n d w a r e h o u s e s , b a r b e r s h o p s .

So great was the 7eal of our Kor̂ î Ĉ̂ istians. that many deacons and elders were
wi l l ing to work as evange l is ts fu l l t ime. New Chr is t ians constant ly worked among

n e i g h b o r s t o w i t n e s s t o C h r i s t . . . o f t e n g i v i n g m a n y d a y s o f t i m e f o r t h i s . I r e m e m

b e r a r r i v i n g o n e S u n d a y m o r n i n g a t L e e - p a e k M y u n i n N a m w o n f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e . A

w o m a n e v a n g e l i s t h a d b e g u n w o r k a n d a s k e d m e t o c o m e . W e f o u n d 1 0 0 p e o p l e r e a d y t o

b e e x a m i n e d f o r t h e c a t e c h u m e n c l a s s , s o t h a t w e c o u l d n o t s t a r t t h e s e r v i c e u n t i l

s r a r v i n c2:00 in the afternoon. Like®'sT:arving people, everyone seemed to want,the Gospel.
God provided many laborers who, like Barnabas, V7ere"filled with the hily Spirit and

w i t h f a i t h . " T h e m i s s i o n a r y w a s t h e r e t o h e l p i n v a r i o u s w a y s . T h e e n d o f t h e

K o r e a n Wa r b r o u g h t t h e g r e a t e s t s i n g l e y e a r s o f g r o w t h . I n 1 9 5 4 I h e l d 1 0 1 8 e x a m i n

a t i o n s , I n 1 9 5 5 m o r e t h a n o n e c h u r c h a w e e k v / a s s t a r t e d i n N o r t h C h u l l a . O u r fi r s t

goa l was a t l eas t one chu rch i n eve ry Myun . Ou r Second goa l was a chu rch eve ry 4 km

and th i s i s ve ry nea r comp le t i on . M iss iona r i es cou ld neve r t ake c red i t f o r s ta r t i ng

c h u r c h e s . . . a l w a y s w i t h K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n s w e r e w e r e " f e l l o w w o r k m e n " ( 3 : 9 ) . S o m e

planted, and some watered, "but God gave the growl^."

W h a t I S t h e m i s s i o n a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n e v a n g e l i s m t o d a y ? A s w e r e a c h t h e

100th anniversaV and the Korean Church becomes stronger with the number of Korean
Pas to rs i nc reas ing yea r l y, t he respons ib i l i t y f o r r u ra l evange l i sm i s p rope r l y be ing

t r a n s f e r e d , a n d t h e n u m b e r o f m i s s i o n a r i e s C r o p s , s o t h a t n o w l e s s t h a n 1 0 8 P r e s b y -
. . . . . - 2 . 4 -t e r i a n m i s s i o n a r i e s a r e i n t h i s t y p e o f w o r k . T r a v e l a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n a r e f a r

eas ier. Rel ie f work is no longer necessary. Rura l people are more prosperous and



b e t t e r e d u c a t e d . Y e t a l o n g t h e c o a s t s a n d a m o n g t h e i s l a n d s a n d i n t h e m o u n t a i n

v a l l e y s m a n y p l a c e s s t i l l h a v e n o c h u r c h e s . T h e e a s y p l a c e s h a v e b e e n e v a n g e l i z e d ,

b u t n o t t h e h a r d p l a c e s . E v e n w h e r e t h e r e a r e m a n y r u r a l c h u r c h e s , l e s s t h a n 1 0 %

a t t e n d C h u r c h a n d S u n d a y S c h o o l . E v e n i f c h u r c h e s a r e 4 k i l o m e t e r s a p a r t , m o r e

t h a n 1 0 0 0 n e w c h u r c h e s m u s t b e s t a r t e d . A n d s i n c e v i l l a g e p e o p l e s a y , " O u r v i l l a g e— H V -
. . . o u r c h u r c h " a n d t h e r e a r e a b o u t 6 0 , 0 0 0 " n a t u r a l v i l l a g e s " i n K o r e a , R e v. A h n

" J :
K i - c h a n w h e h a s r e s e a r c h e d t h i s s a y s t h a t p e r h a p s 3 0 , 0 0 0 m o r e r u r a l c h u r c h e s a r e

n e e d e d . I n r e c e n t y e a r s w e h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g o n C h e j u I s l a n d w h e r e r e s i s t a n c e t o
Xd 2-

the Gospel makes church planting difficult, and where less than 2% of the people
a r e b a p t i z e d C h r i s t i a n s , T h e r e a r e a b o u t 2 5 l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n c e n t e r s w h e r e c h u r c h e s

s h o u l d b e s t a r t e d i n C h e j u a l o n e .

j^ere the Korean Church is unable or unwijJjjigtc>_jcarrY__Qn_jHii^s^jjnrTc^__H2^__^
arv has a place. He can set the example of fai f t i fulness to the task and concern

f o r t h o s e w h o a r e o t h e r w i s e n e g l e c t e d . I t r y t o v i s i t a l l r u r a l c h u r c h e s i n t h e

a rea o f my respons ib i l i t y. I t r y to encourage and a (w ise the evange l i s ts . . .many o f

w h o m a r e s e m i n a r y s t u d e n t s . A l w a y s w e t r y t o b u i l d u d t h e c h u r c h , w h i c h , l i k e

cu l t i va t i ng a c rc» , needs da i l y a t ten t ion . Our Korean language i s no t pe r fec t , bu t
•

i a l 6 i r fl l T O <sometimes our words have a specialftiS^ct upon new Christians and aftract non-
Christian vi l lagers simply because we have come from another land. Since 1967 my

wife has accompanied me in th is work. She teaches the chi ldren, befr iends the

women, and together we have visited in hundreds of vil lage homes so that she is

known and loved and welcomed everywhere. Who can rjca^bre our contribution, but we

hope that like fertilizer on the field we have been a part of the great harvest.

From mv obserj^^ion. the nped^ fnr rural evangelism.
ĵ ^̂ [̂̂ ^̂ ®cĉ r̂ ^̂ t̂ĥ ?̂̂ lû ^̂ r̂urâ v̂an2̂ ^̂ m. Some say it is too difficult,

o r n o t n e c e s s a r y b e c a u s e s o m a n y m s o v e t o t h e c i t i e s . T h e y s a y i t i s e a s i e r a n d

cheaper and faster to start sel f-sup^rt ing churches in the ci t ies. But rural

people have soure to be saved tool V7e must remember that most city-church ^owth
is with people from rural churches. Probably more than half of you seminary student



c o m e f r o m r u r a l a r e a s . B e c a u s e o f p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , t h e r e a r e m . o r e n o n - C h r i s t i a n s

i n r u r a l K o r e a n o w t h a n w h e n I c a m e i n 1 9 4 8 . O n e r e a s o n f o r t h e s m a l l n u m b e r o f

Christ ians in Japan, may be that rural evangelism was not stressed as in Korea. God
H e

d o e s n o t w a n t u s t o n e g l e c t H i e e n o r m o u s a n d p r o d u c t i v e fi e l d o f r u r a l e v a n g e l i s m i

fn To pray that God will again ̂nite the fidl» _ô ẑeâ^̂or̂ersonâevan̂ê m̂
K o r e a n s s t i l l w i t n e s s , b u t n o t o n t h e s c a l e t h e y d i d 3 0 y e a r s a g o . M y w i f e a n d I

t r y t o p e r s u a d e l o c a l e v a n g e l i s t s a n d C h r i s t i a n s t o g o w i t h u s i n h o u s e - t o - h o u s e

v i l l a g e v i s i t i n g , b u t w e o f t e n h e a r e x c u s e s t h a t i t i s n o t a g o o d t i m e b e c a u s e

p e o p l e a r e b u s y , o r t h e w e a t h e r i s b a d . M a y t h e L o r d g i v e b a c k t o a l l K o r e a n C h r i s -

t i a n s t h e i r " fi r s t l o v e " o f t e l l i n g o t h e r s a b o u t t h e S a v i o u r 1

p . J C f % 1 - c H T h i s i s p e r h a p s t h e b i g g e s t

n e e d o f t h e c h u r c h . P e o p l e c o m e t o b e e x a m i n e d f o r b a p t i s m w h o h a v e n o t r e a d t h e

B i b l e , a r e i g n o r a n t o f s i m p l e f a c t s a b o u t J e s u s , a n d k n o w n o t h i n g a b o u t t h e s a c r a

m e n t s . T h i s i s b e c a u s e t h e e v a n g e l i s t s h a v e n o t t a u g h t t h e m . H e i u s t t e l l s t h e m t o

l e a r n , o r g i v e s t h e m a s e t o f q u e s t i o n s a n d a n s w e r s t o m e m o r i z e b y t h e m s e l v e s . T h a t

is no t teach ing! That i s l i ke a fa rmer pu t t ing seed in the ground in Apr i l and go

ing off to Seoul and coming back in October expecting a crĵ  The evangelist should
gather his new believers each week for a period of study over many months. Only
then wil l he produce strong men and women of faith, loyal to Christ and His church,

c a p a b l e o f p a s s i n g o n t h e i r f a i t h t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n a n d t o t h e i r n o n - C h r i s t i a n

neighbors. In addition, all church members need constant training... especially in
the Bib le, the ear ly miss ionar ies set an example of th is and God created the great

Korean Chur|fî .̂. today' s evangelists and pastors can multiply their success a hundred
f o l d b y f o l l o w i n g t h a t e x a m p l e .

In closing, let me say that God wants all the people of Korea to hear the Gospel.
^ c c 4He wants all Hi^sheep not only found but brouoht into the ?ol^. "Tfc "iT~nb?His will

that even xne least or rTls l i 'wle ones should per ish." On Easter af ternoon some

y e a r s a g o , a y o u n g K o r e a n m i n i s t e r t o l d m e o f a w o n d e r f u l e v e n t i n h i s c h u r c h t h a t

morning when they baptized new members. He had baptized a whole family. Six months



b e f o r e t h e f a t h e r a n d m o t h e r a n d t h r e e g r o w n c h i l d r e n h a d t a k e n t h e c a t e c h u m e n e x a m .

Sa tu rday a f t e rnoon a l l came f o r t he bap t i sma l exam excep t t he o l des t son who was no \ \

in the army, stationed and Sang-moo-dai. He had been asked to come, but did not

arrive. Perhaps he would come Sunday morning to be exam.ined, but by worship-time

h e s t i l l h a d n o t c o m e , J u a t a s t h e p a s t o r w a s a b o u t t o b a p t i z e t h e n e w m e m . b e r s , h e

came running in the back door. I 'Jhat should the pastor do? He beckoned his elders

t o t h e p l a t f o r m . " T h i s y o u n g m a n h a s n o t b e e n e x a m i n e d , b u t h e m u s t j o i n h i s f a m i l y

in bapt ism!" Quick ly the e lders agreed. "Waive the examinat ion, go ahead and bap

t i z e h i m ! " S o w h e n t h e p a s t o r r e a d t h e n a m e s o f t h o s e v ; h o s h o u l d c o m e f o r w a r d t o

be baptized and included the young man's name, not even his own family knew he had

a r r i ved . Tea rs o f g rea t j oy bu rs t f r om the eyes o f a l l t o see t h i s en t i r e f am i l y

baptized, even the son who had been far away, and all welcomed into the church of

G o d !

w a n t s e v e r y s e a t a t t h e

^lighwaYrb a n q u e t t a b l e fi l l e d , e v e n i f w e h a v e t o g o o u t i n t o t h e H i i g h w a y s a n d h e d g e s "
i < d , " ^ ' - 1

( L k . 1 4 : 2 3 ) t o fi n d t h e m . H e w a n t s e v e r y l o s t l a m b b r o u g h t i n t o t h e f o l d ( L k . 1 5 : 4 )

H e w a n t s e v e r y p r o d i g a l s o n r e t u r n e d t o h i s f a t h e r ' s h o u s e . T h i s i s w h a t m a k e s

t h e a n g e l s o f h e a v e n s i n g , a n d t h e h e a v e n s r e s o u n d w i t h " H a l l e l u j a h ! "

H e r e i s t h p w o r k G o d h a s g i v e n m i s s i o n a r i p h i n t h e n a s t - . . I t i s t t i l l t h e r e s p o n -

s i b i l i t y o f e v a n g e l i s t s a n d p a s t o r s o f t h e c h u r c h H e h a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h i s l a n d ,

. . . a n d o f m i s s i o n a r i e s f r o m a b r o a d w h o m G o d s e n d s t o h e l p . " I p l a n t e d , A p o l ^ p s ^

^ J p t e r e " ^ B u t G o d g a v e t h e g r o w t h . " '



^ » T h ^ N c ^ ^ C o v e n a i ^ -

Text: "This cup is the new covenant in my blood." (I Cor. 11:25)
v'Jhis is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the

f o r j j i v e n e s s o f s i n s . " ( * ' a t . 2 6 : 2 8 )
S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n f j : J e r . 3 1 : 3 1 - 3 4 ; I C o r . 11 : 2 3 - 2 6— ^ /
Matthew quotes Jesus^^rhen l ie qave the cup sayinq,

• " P a u l ' s v e r s i o n
r p a r l q . " T h i q r i m i s t l i e _ n e h ? _ c j n ? ^ _ a n J ^ ^ j D _ m v _ b J _ Q Q x T . " F o r o u r c o m m u n i o n m e d i t i o n
w e a r e e x a m i n i n g t h e s e f a m i l i a r w o r d s t o r e n e w o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g . A l l o f u s
c a n h e a r s u c h w o r d s a h u n d r e d t i m e s a n d n e v e r s t o p t o c o n s i d e r t h e i r r e a l m e a n
i n g a n d t h u s l o s e s o m e o f t h e m e s s a g e o f G o d ' s Wo r d . W h a t i s t h e s i g n i fi c a n c e
o f t h i s " n e w c o v e n a n t " a n d t h e r e q u i r e d s h e d d i n g o f b l o o d s y m b o l i z e d i n t h e
L o r d ' s S u p p e r ?

I n i t s s i m p l e s t f o r m a c o v e n a n t i s m e r e l y a n a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n t w o p a r t i e s .
F r o m e a r l i e s t t i m e s m e n h a v e m a d e c o v e n a n t s w i t h e a c h o t h e r . T h e o n e w e o f t e n
w i t n e s s i s t h e m a r r i a g e c o v e n a n t w h e n t h e b r i d e a n d g r o o m e x c h a n g e v o w s . T h e
m o s t e l a b o r a t e c o n t r a c t b e t w e e n l a b o r a n d m a n a g e m e n t , o r a n i n t r i c a t e d i s a r m a
m e n t p a c t b e t w e e n n a t i o n a l s u p e r - p o w e r s c o u l d b e c a l l e d c o v e n a n t s . S o m e c o v e n
an ts men t ioned in the b ib le v. ' e re on the pu re l y human leve l as when Dav id and
JonatKan made an agreement to be best friends.

Ve r y e a r l y G o d b e g a n t o m a k e c o v e n a n t s w i t h m e n . A f t e r t h e fl o o d , H e m a d e a
c o v e n a n t w i t h M o a h p r o m i s i n g t h a t n e v e r a g a i n w o u l d a fl o o d d e s t r o y a l l fl e s h ,
a n d s e t t i n g t h e r a i n b o w i n t h e c l o u d a s a " s i g n " o f t h e " e v e r l a s t i n g c o v e n a n t
h o t w p n n G n d n n d e v e r y l i v i n g r r e n t i i r p . " r n p n , 9 : 1 6 ) . I n G e n 1 7 G o d m a d e a c o v e n
an t w i t h Ab raham wh i ch l i e r ea f fi rmed many t imes . God p rom ised Ab raham w i t h de
s c e n d a n t s a s n u m . e r o u s a s t h e s a n d o f t h e s e a s h o r e a n d a l a n d o f t h e i r o w n . H e
p r o m i s e d t o b l e s s t h i s n a t i o n a n d m a k e i t a b l e s s i n g t o a l l t h e n a t i o n s o f t h e
e a r t h . A b r a h a m ' s s e e d w a s t o k e e p t h e c o v e n a n t t h r o u g h o b e d i e n c e t o G o d . C i r
c u m c i s i o n w a s t h e " s i g n " o f t h i s c o v e n a n t . A g a i n G o d r e n e w e d H i s c o v e n a n t a t
S i n a i i ^ i p r o m i s i n g H i s p e o p l e p r o t e c t i o n a n d b l e s s i n g a n d a n i n h e r i t a n c e i n t h e
promised land, while the people promised obedience to God's laws, now spelled
out precisely in the ten command^ and other precents. A v is ib le "s ign" was the
" a r k o f t h e c o v e n a n t " , t h e b o x c o n t a i n i n g t h e t e n c o m m a n d m e n t s , c e n t e r o f t h e
t a b e r n a c l e w o r s h i p , a n d o n t h e m a r c h a t t h e h e a d o f t h e p r o c e s s i o n o f G o d ' s
p e o p l e . A t t h e h e a r t o f e a c h c o v e n a n t w a s t h e p r o m i s e : " " a n d
t h e a r k c o n s t a n t l y r e m i n d e d H i s p e o p l e o f t h a t .

T h e P s a l m s a n d P r o p h e t s p r a i s e t h e " s u r e " c o v e n a n t s o f G o d , H i s " e v e r l a s t i n f ^ "
^ j Tc o v e n a n t . A U o f G o d , a l l H i s b l e s s i n g s t o m e n , a l l H i s e x p e c t a -Actions of His peonle centered on this word. Is it any wonder tliat in that solemn

m o m e n t w h e n J e s u s i n s t i t u t e d t h e m o s t m e a n i n g f u l s a c r a m e n t . H e s h o u l d d e c l a r e :
For here was symbol ized God's im.p lemen-

t a t i o n o f t h e g r e a t e s t o f H i s p r o m i s e s t o s i n f u l m e n . G o d i n C h r i s t o n t h e c r o s s
was declaring: "I will be vour God." and "You shall be mv neople".. .the basic
c o n d i t i o n s o f e v e r y c o v e n a n t H e e v e r m a d e . . . n o w p o s s i b t h e b l o o d o f t h e L a m b

11 J There are several things about a Bibl ical covenant we must understand. First,
i s ^ J i ^ J i £ i £ i ® s t o ^ c o v e n a n t . I f y o u m a k e a c o n t r a f c t i n K o r e a , i t w i l l d e f i n e
what we call in LngfTsTwtT^Tihe party of the first" as Kap and what we call "the
party of the second" as HI. V. 'ho are the Kap and ^ in the Bibl ical covenant?
In t he O ld Tes tamen t , t he covenan t was be tween God and I ! i s peop le . . . bu t H i s peo
p l e c o u l d n e v e r k e e p t h e i r s i d e o f t h e b a r g a i n . G o o d t h o u g h s o m e o f t h e m w e r e ,
t h e y c o u l d n e v e r f u l l y o b e y G o d . T h e w h o l e O l d Te s t a m e n t d e m o n s t r a t e s t h i s .
Good deeds , sac r i fices and cgxgmnn les cou ld never accomp l i sh God 's demands and
God always had to grant salvation only on the basis of the Fa i th/nf !?is people
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a n d n e v e r o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e i r g o o d w o r k s . G o d r e v e a l e d t h a t O n e w o u l d c o m e ,
the Mess ia l i , t he pe r fec t Lamb o f God w 'ho a lone wou ld sa t i s f y the demands o f
D i v i n e j u s t i c e .

S o w i t h t h e s e n d i n g o f J e s u s , G o d m a d e a " n e w c o v e n a n t " s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d t h e" P r i m a r i l y t h a t c o v e n a n t w a s w i t h J e s u s t h e o n l y O n e w h o
c o u l d p e r f e c t l y k e e p G o d ' s c o v e n a n t f o r u s . S e c o n d a r i l y , t l i r o u g h I l i m a l o n e ,
t h o s e w h o h a v e f a i t h i n D i m a r e s h a r e r s i n t h e N e w C o v e n a n t . C h r i s t m e t p e r f e c t l y
a l l t h e d e m a n d s o f D i v i n e l a w . • O n l y t h j ^ o i u t h u n i o n w i t h H i m , t h r o u g h I l i m , o r
i n I l i m , c a n A v e c l a i m t h e b e n e fi t s o f G o d ' s c o v e n a n t . H u m a n e f f o r t s a r e u t t e r l y
'SItj. le, only the mediator of the NeAv Covenant in the person of Christ could
k e e p t h a t c o v e n a n t f o r u s . S o t h e c o v e n a n t o f g r a c e w a s
C h r i s t , s e c o n d a r i l y w i t h t h e e l e c t : i t w a s m a d e d i r e r t i v w i t h t h e S a v i o r
m e d i a t e l y w i t h t h o s e o r d a i n e d t o s a l v a t i o n . "

m A second consideratione is the relationship between the parties, the Kap and
t h e i n . Ta v o G r e e k A v o r d s A v e r e u s e d t o r £ i ? s " c o v e n a n t " . T b e f i r s t d e s c r i b e d a n
a g r e e m e n t b e t A v e e n t A v o p e o p l e , o r n a t i o n s , p r e t t y m u c h o n a n b a < ; j ^ < ; . ,
t o m a n , fi f t v - fi f t v. I f m y n e i g h b o r h a s c o a v s a n d I h a v e h o g s a n d Av e e a c h a g r e e
t o k e e p o u r a n i m a l s i n s i d e o u r O Av n f e n c e s a n d o u t o f e e c h o t h e r ' s p r o p e r t y,
t ha t Avas a common covenan t . 0y mu ta l ag reemen t o f t he pa r t i es conce rned , such
a c o v e n a n t c o u l d b e c h a n g e d , i t s t e r m s a l t e r e d .

B u t t h e c o m m o n B i b l i c a l A v o r d , u s e d i n t h e G r e e k N c a v Te s t a m e n t a n d t h e G r e e k
t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t i s d i f f e r e n t . I t r e a l l y m e a n s a A v i l l , s u c h a s
a man makes to dispose of his property Avhen he dies. The Latin ti^n^lation is
"testatnent" and the Latin transl^^on of the Bible refered to the^ll^ covenant
as the "Old Testament" and the^A' covenant as the "Noav Testament," It is
p r o p e r f o r u s t o s i g n A v h a t i s c a l l e d a " l a s t A v i l l a n d t e s t a m e n t " d i s p o s i n g o f
our possessions af ter we die. This "Avi l l " or " tes_tam,ent" or "coy^jTajr^" is not
made be tween equa l s , o r on equ j 1 t e rms . One pe rson makes up a l l t he cond i t i ons ,
states them in legal terms, ancf the other party or part ies can only accent or

■A K A ^ i s " T H t C o v i r t i n Lr e f u ^ _ e . t h e c o n d i t i o n s .

Th is is the k ind o f "covenant" God makes. "God and mar t /^do not meet on equal
t e r m s ; i t m e a n s t h a t G o d , o f H i s c u m _ £ l i o i ^ e a n d i n H i s f r e e n r a c e o f f e r e d m a n
t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p Av h i c h n a n c a n n o t a l t e r o r c l i a n g e o r a n n u l , b u t Av h i c h h e c a n
o n l y a s ^ : ^ t o r r e f u s e . " f ^ - a r c l a y, N T l Vo r d b o o k , n l 3 1 ) . T h e ~ ~ a n c i e n t P h i l o s a i d ,
" A c o v e n a n t i s a s y m b o l o f o r a c e w h i c h G o d s e t s b e t A v e e n H i m s e l f A v h o e x t e n d s t h e
boon__ajjj^naj^_whu_i^ecej^y^s_^^ It_^^s_j^itting._for God to give'*'an^^?'?^^rT?^e^TTa^
t o r e c e i v e . " B a r c l a y i l . I ' l i e c o v e n a n t t e l l s u s t h a t a l l i s o t t ; o d . i t i s y r u t i i e
t o a r g u e A v i t l i G o d o r s e e k t o c h a n g e H i s t e r m s o r d e n o u n c e t h e m a s u n f a i r a s i t
i s f o r a n a n t t o t r y t o o r d e r a n e l e p h a n t a r o u n d .

God Avho is -i n f 1 n 11p in knoAvledve and pnwer_ and Avj^^jiom and 1 qvp has set the terms
of His covenant. He offers them to us through Jesus Avho alone could perfectly
obey God and Avho Avas obedient even unto death, yea, even the death of the cross.
God says, "Accept Him, and you are included in my covenant through Him." Live
in union Avith Him, and you are l iv ing the true Covenant Li fF! .^ ide in His Word,

-and you are conforming to al l my laAv. Here is God fu lfi l l ing His ancient pro
phesy through : "But thi'^ the covenant Avhich I Avill make Avitli ^he
h o u s e o f I s r a e l a f t e r t h o s e d a v s . s a v s t h e L o r d : T w i n n u t m v l a w t c t w t w i t h i n
t h o r n , a n d T w i l l w r i t e i t i i n o n t l ^ o i r h e a r t s : a n d T w i l l b e t h e i r G o d , a n d t h e v
g B n l l U P m v p o n n l P, "
l e a r n o f t h e u n i g u e n e
t h e s e D a r t i e s - - G o d m a
m i n d e d o f t h e s o v e r e i

> 5 o f J e s u s C h r i s t , Av l i e n w e c o n s i d e r t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f
When Ave tliought of the parties fie? to the Ngav Covenant Ave

^ i n g H i s c o v e n a n t t h r o u g h C h r i s t f o r u s - - A v e a r e a g a i n r e
g n t y o f G o d .

a What is the content̂ of the Noav (^oveAant? From the beginning, all the covenantsof God Avere actual ly t IT^^am^^^ai i? ot ter of d iv ine grace. . .an undeserved f ree

r e n o n t y o t ( l O d .



G i f t f r o m o f f e n d e d G o d t o o f f e n d i n p s i n n e r s . M a n ' s i n a b i l i t y t o p e r f e
/ vice oj
c t l y

o b e y t h e w i l l o f t h e F a t h e r h a d a l r e a d y b e e n f u l l y p r o v e d . T h e ^ G i d T d s t a m e n t
period...or the old covenant period...had tau:^ht nan's total inalTiTity^. ITence
a n e l a b o r a t e s a c r i fi c i a l s y s t e m w h e r e b y m a n ' s R u i l t w a s s y m b o l i c l y t r a n s f e r e d
i n t h e d e a t h o f a l a m b o r o t h e r a n i m a l u ^ s a n a c t o f f a i t h , a n t i c i p a t i n g t h a t

\

God would somehow forg ive throueh the sheddine of b lood._. .
i ^ o f H i s p r o v i s i o n o f . t h e p e r f e c t ' ' L a m b . ' '

So, in essence, the content of the new covenant so far as man is involved^ is our
acceptance in faith of the "Lamb^^^Todthattak^vawavth^SM^o^thewo^^^/'At one and the same time, .Jesu^^^^lT^^ecom^^n^T^coven^^^TTi^^^?^ivas fl)
our representative who perfectly kept man's side of the agreement, ^5
q u i r e d s a c r i fi c e f o r m a n ' s s i n , a n d t h e O n e w h e y a s " t e s t a t o r " ( t I Ta t i s , t h e
o n e w h o m a k e s a w i l l ) g u a r a n t e e s t o u s o u r f u l l i n h e r i t a n c e a s s o n s a n d d a u g h
t e r s o f t h e H e a v e n l y F a t h e r . V . ' i t h C h r i s t fi l l i n c t h o s e t h r e e f u n c t i o n s , w h e n
we accep t H im in f a i t h , we a re th rou ' ^h I l im pa r tne rs i n t he New Covenan t and
throu.eh Him. derive three benefits; O l\'e aye accepted as perfectly obedient
t o G o d ' s r e q u i r e m e n t ; ,9, we are assured of̂ or îvness of sins throutrh the shed
ding of the blood of tlfT" perfect sacrifice, and ,o we enter into the family of
G o d p r S H i s a d o p t e d c h i l d r e n w i t h f u l l r i v h t s a n d p r i v i l e g e s .

f H'
Hi;. vT. R. Green condenses the content of the covenant to two simple expressions:

G o d ' s o f f e r . . . " l i f e a n d s a l v a t i o n " t o " s i n n e r s " , t h a t i s , t o r e b e l s . T h e
r e q u i r e m e n t . . . " F a i t l i ( o n l y ) a s t h e c o n d i t i o n t o i n t e r e s t t h e m i n t h e S a v i o u r . "
S i n c e n o t h i n g i s o f m a n a n d e v e r y t h i n g i s o f G o d , o u r F a t h e r p r o m i s e s w i t h H i s
covenant to give the Holy Snirit'tn "work in thoT^ that fm'th " Onr nnrt-inntinn
i n t h e c o p p n a n t i s t h r r m . 7 h f a i t l i . a n d fi n d n r n v i d p g t h a t f a i t l i t b r n i i o h t h e n n n r n -
t i o n o f t h e H o l y S n i n t . N o g o o d w o r k s , n o a n i m a l s a c r i fi c e s , n o c e r e m o n i e s ,
no sel^e^T^rto^^^i^kind will count before God...only God's grace is sufficient
C o n c l u s i o n . A l l a l o n g G o d p r o v i d e d v i s i b l e s y m b o l s o f t h e i n v i s i b l e g r a c e i n
h e r e n t i n H i s c o v e n a n t . T h e r a i n b o w . , t h e ^ j J ^ o f t h e c o v e n a n t ,
t h e t e m p l e s a c r i fi c e s . A n d w i t h t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e N e w C o v e n a n t , i t w a s
fi t t i n g t h a t J e s u s t e l l H i s d i s c i p l e s t o o b s e r v e w i t h b r e a d a n d w i n e t h e s u p p e r
remind ing us o f H is dea th . "Th is i s mv b lood o f the co i ^enan t . wh icJ i_ i5_J i iQ i i3 : i £d
o u t f o r m a n y f o r t h e f o r c r i v e n e s ^ o f

M ' / / /

t C / t /
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C n n m u n i o n M e d i t a t i o n

Text: "Ye proclaim the Lord's death, till he come," I cor, ll:26h

We are accustomed to regard the sacrament of the Lord's Supper as a
memor ia l , and so i t i s * But our tex t reminds us that i t i s a proc lamat ion, and
today we call attention to this especially. "For as often as ye eat this bread
and dr ink the cup, ye procla im the Lord 's death t i l l he come,"

I. - '•he Lord's Supper proclaims the Lord's death to ours'^' ' -Tr '". This, of Bourse
v/e are accustcmed to doing in celebrat ing this memorial. Jesus knew the value of
a regular ly recurr ing memoria l feast to correct our human bent to forget even that
which is important . The select ion of bread and wine to symbol ize His flesh and
blood not only served as appropriate reminders of an event, but also^because He
requi red that they be eated these e lements re la te the h is tor ica l event to our
o w n l i v e s .

Ihe cross is not to be regarded merely as something that took place
2000 years ago, but as the means of of silvation herp and now to be assimilated
into our bodies to provide life eternal just as food^partkken to sustain our phy
sical bodies. The Lord's supper is more than a memorial. It proclaims the Lord's
death to our inmost being, "Except ye eat the fle^ o^he "^on of man.and drink
his blood, ye have not life in yourselves^*

Lord's Supper proclaims the Lord's de:^th to our chi ldren. There is
no th ing wrong abou t the cu r ios i t y o f even l i t t l e ch i ld ren as they w i tness th i s
sacrament. Most of what children leam is through obervaticn of others, particu
l a r l y t h e i r p a r e n t s , E s p e c i a l l y i n a g r o u p s u c h a s t h i s , w h e r e v i r t u a l l y a l l
have been baptized in infancy, the solemn observance cf the sacrament has a
deep effect. There is nothing in the Scriptures '.^ch warrants concealing the cross
from children just because tragedy, sin, sufferiuig and death are involved, aw

U i a o H p n i i j P i L L B i .

To be sure, there was tragedy and sin—but ttxxxs the ugliness was human,
and sooner or la ter, even the most innocent ch i ld must learn o f i t . In v /hat bet ter
way can they learn that in the shadow of the suffering and death of the cross with
its evidence of God's love for the sinner and purpose to redeem from the tragedy
o f s i n a l l owed to run i t s f u l l cou rse t o e te rna l des t ruc t i on , Th© ques t i ons o f
ch i l d ren a re t he oppo r tun i t y t o exp la in , "Ye p roc la im the Lo rd ' s dea th , "

I I I , The Lord 's Supper procla ims the Lord 's death to the wor ld. Jesus knew
this far better than most modem Christians within their dignified sanctuaries
a n d s t a i n e d g l a s s w i n d o w s . I n v i e w o f t h e c u s t o m s o f s , i t i s n o t a t
a l l un l i ke l y t ha t cu r i ous bu t un inv i t ed bys tande rs obse rved t he ve ry fi r s t ce le -
bfation of this sacrament, as they nearly always do out in our little new country
c h u r c h e s i n K o r e a .

^ov; many times have we read these words and celebrated this sacrament
whi le the cur ious crowded the windows and doors. The s impl ic i tx ty of the serv ice
and the vary words we proclaim are often the means of arousing the interest of
such visitors. How can we determine the extenif to which the Holy Spirit uses
this occasion to "proclaim the Lord's death" to the unbelieving worldT

IV, The Lord's '^upper proclaims the Lord's death till he come. 1 like the
phrase "Till he come," '"For one thing it assures us that history is not endless,
that our labors have a termination, that Satan will not forever laaeraingly have
h i s B u t b e y o n d t h i s , i t r e m i n d s u s o f H i s g l o r i o u s r e t u r n a f t e r w h i c h t h e r e
will be no further need of this sacrament to remind us of His suffering and death.



I f Chr is tmas reminds us of the incarnat ion of Chr is t , and Easter of His
resurrection, according to Scripture an appropriate reminder of the unknovm day
of His return is the Lord's Supper, as we recall the words of the Apostle Paul,
"As often as ye eat this bread, and jdffnk the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death
till He come." The preaching of thdJ^Gospel is not merely by word but by the
" s i l e n t m i n i s t r y " o f t h i s h o l y s a c r a m e n t .

Conclusion. The Lord's Supper "looks forward as well as backward; a rehearsal
of the Passion supper, a foretaste of the f-feirr iage Supper of the Lamb... The
pathos and the glory of the Table of the Lord..." XBT.



E x a r r i n i n a O u r s e l v e s

S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g : L u k e 1 8 : 9 - 1 4 ; I C o r , 11 : 2 8

Te x t : " B u t l e t a n a n e x a m i n e h i m s e l f , a n d s o l e t h i m . e a t o f t h e b r e a d a n d
d r i n k o f t h e c u p . " I C o r . 1 1 : 2 8

A few weeks ago I d ropped by to v i s i t t he Sung-wanr r Church j us t a fev ; m i l es
t h i s s i d e o f N a n w o n . I f o u n d t h a t a n y o n e e n t e r i n g t h e f r o n t d o o r o f t h e c h u r c h
h a s t o p a s s b y w h a t a p p e a r s t o b e a s o r t o f o u t - d o o r b u l l e t i n b o a r d w i t h a l i t
t l e r o o f o v e r i t t o p r o t e c t i t f r o m t h e w e a t h e r . B u t i n s t e a d o f p o s t e r s o r o t h e r
n o t i c e s i t c o n t a i n s o n l y a l a r g e m i r r o r . T h e p u r p o s e m a y b e s o t h a t e v e r y o n e
c a n s e e i f t h e i r h a i r i s c o m b e d a n d t h e i r c l o t h e s i n o r d e r . B u t i t s e e m e d t o m e
t o b e a g o o d i d e a t o r e m i n d a l l w h o c a n e t o w o r s h i p n o t o n l y t o c o n s i d e r t h e i r
o u t v / a r d a p p e a r a n c e b u t t o s t o p a n d r e fl e c t o n w h a t k i n d o f p e r s o n s t h e y a r e i n
t h e s i g h t o f C o d . E s p e c i a l l y w h e n w e c o n e t o t h e L o r d ' s t a b l e w e a r e a s k e d b y
P a u l : I ' ^ G t a n a n e x a m i n e h i m s e l f , a n d r o l e t h i m e n t o f t h R h r P i a d ; ^ n d d r i n k o f
t h e c u o . "

J e s u s t o l d u s o f o n e n a n w h o d i d j u s t t h a t . I n H i s p a r a b l e o f t h e P h a r i s e e a n d
t h e P u b l i c a n , J e s u s w e n t r i g h t t o t h e h e a r t o f s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n . T h e P h a r i s e e
saw himself only in comparison with other peonle. by which standard he could
boas t o f super io r i t y by v i r tue o f h is care fu l 'observance o f the ceremon ia l laws .
But the publ ican examined himself in the l ight of the hol iness of Cod, and prayed
"■Cod, be merciful to me, the sinner!" Barclay tells of making a journey isn the
t r a i n t o E n g l a n d . " A s w e p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h e Yo r k s h i r e m o o r s , I s a w a l i t t l e
w h i t e v ; a s h e d c o t t a g e a n d i t s e e m e d t o m e t o s h i n e v / i t h a n a l m o s t r a d i a n t w h i t e -

Some days later I made the journey back to Scotland. The snov; had fallen,
and was lying deep all around. We cam.e again to the little white cottage, but
this tim.e its whiteness seemed drab and soiled and almost grey—in commarison
with tne virgin whiteness of_ the driven snnw. it all depends what we compare
o u r s e l v e s w i t h . B u t w h e n w e s e t o u r l i v e s b e s i d e t h e w o n d e r o f t h e l i f e o f
Jesus, and beside the holiness of Cod, then all that is left to say is, ' Go^
b e m e r c i f u l t o m e — t h e s i n n e r , L u k e , 2 3 4 )

His tor ica l ly the church has t reated ser ious ly the admoni t ion to examine onse l fand confess our sins. The Roman Catholic Church developed the confessional sys
tem, making i t an essential part of their rel igious pract ice. I have a l i t t le
book called "The Scottish Ruling Elder" which relates how beqinnina with the
P®fotm.ation in Geneva and Scotland, the chief function of the elder was in mat
ters of ^discipline which were carefully enforced. Admission or rejection to
the Lore's table was the principal means by which discipline was carried out.
By various means, every communing member was examined prior to communion, and
those who qualified were given small tokens to be presented for admission to the
t a b l e .

Aberoo^n—iQ—1.63_3_ those debarred included 'ordinarie sleepers in time ofsermon. .V^ghtT^nnn nf Kirknr^hoe, in the early/ajniieteenth century debarred 'all
who use any kind of minced oaths such as losh, gosh, teth or lovenenty.'" p.56
At-Fttrick in 1727 it was 'found that horse-racing was arranged for the Monday
before Communion and therefore delayed the distribution of tokens till the
Thursday, with the warning that none would be given to those who attended theraces. The result was that the race meetina had to be abandoned." p. 51 The
system was open to abuse because it was not unknown for it to be used for politi-cal purposes, since voting rights were also involved. Another danaer was that
I t cou ld be used to l imi t communion to a smal l se t o f se l f - r iah teous people .
Noting this, .Queen Marcaret^X,Scp^]^d said to the clergy: "What! Shall no one
V? sinner ta^ that holy mystery? If so, then it follows that no one atall shall receive it...and why did the Lord m.ake the proclamation in the Gospel,



drinv His blood, YOU

I f t h e s y s t e m a p p e a r s q u a i n t a n d o u t - o f - d a t e , l e t u s r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e i n t e n t
b e h i n d i t h a s n e v e r c h a n g e d . T h i s i s n o t a t i m e f o r m o r b i d s e l f - c h a s t i s e m e n t
a n d i n t r o s p e c t i o n w h i c h c o u l d l e a d t o a c t u a l d e p r e s s i o n o r o t h e r d i s t o r t i o n s o f
o u r m e n t a l p r o c e s s e s . B u t i t i s a t i m e t o e x a m i n e o u r s e l v e s i n t h e l i g h t o f
G o d ' s w o r d s , t o m e a s u r e o u r s e l v e s b y t h p g m ^ ^ n r ^ a r d c ; r v f m < z ^ r > i i n o c g a s r e v e a l e d
e s p e c i a l l y b y H i s S o n v T e s u s C h r i s t . T h i s i s a t i m e t o a d m i t t h a t v i e a r e s i n n e r s
a n d t o c l a i m a g a i n f o r o u r s e l v e s t h e m e r c y o f G o d w h o s e f o r g i v e n e s s i s g r a n t e d
u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y t o t h o s e w h o t r u s t i n t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f C h r i s t . I t i s e s p e c
i a l l y a p p r o p r i a t e t o d o s o a t t h e t i m e w e r e m e m b e r t h e d e a t h o f o u r S a v i o u r o n
t h e C r o s s . M o t o n l v d o w e l o o k t o H i m a s t h e O n e v / h n t o o k o u r p l a c e s t h e o n l y
s u b s t i t i i t e f o r t h e j u s t r e t r i b u t i o n d u e t o u s f o r o u r s i n , b u t a l s o i n H i s a c t i o n
w e n a v e t h e p e r f e c t s t a n d a r d b y v ; h i c h t o m e a s u r e w h e r e w e f a l l s h o r t .

S e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y " a n d i t i s i n t h i s s e n s e t h a t w e u n d e r s t a n d v / h a t
t h e S c r i p t u r e m e a n s b y e a t i n g a n d d r i n k i n g u n v / o r t h i l y. S o m e p e o p l e h a v e t a k e n
t h i s t o m e a n t h a t a p e r s o n m a y n o t d e s e r v e t o c o m e t o t h e L o r d ' s t a b l e . T h e
t r u t h i s t h a t n o o n e d e s e r v e s t o c o m e t o t h e L o r d ' s t a b l e . T o r a 1 1 s - i n n g ^ d
a n d c o m e s h o r t o f t h e g l o r y o f G o d . ' ( P o m , 3 : 2 3 ) . To e a t a n d d r i n k i n a w o r h t y
m a n n e r d o e s n o t m e a n t o d o s o a s d e s e r v i n g o f G o d ' s b l e s s i n g . I t m e a n s r a t h e r
to have a f rame o f m ind , and a t t i tude o f hear t , wh ich i s fi t t i ng . . . so the person
who is worthy is real ly the person v;ho real izes ful l wel l how unworthy he is and
whose hear t i s there fore fu l l o f g ra t i tude to God for the g i f t o f H is dear Son.
' . T h e s a c r i fi c e s o f G o d a r e a b r o k e n s p i r i t ; a b r o k e n a n d a c o n t r i t e h p ^ r - t . o G o d .
t h o u w i l t n o t d e s p i s e . ' ( P a . 5 1 : 1 7 ) " W i l l i a m s o n 1 0 9

" B u t l e t a m a n e x a m i n e h i m s e l f , a n d s o l e t h i m e a t o f t h e b r e a d a n d d r i n k o f
t h e c u p . "



s v / i R E - AWo y - m .
f N o t E a s i l y P r o v o k e d

T e x t : " L o v e i s n o t e a s i l y p r o v o k e d . " T C o r . 1 3 : 5
" H i s s p i r i t w a s p r o v o k e d w i t h i n h i m . " A c t s . 1 7 : 1 6

S c r i p t t i r e : A c t s 1 5 : 3 6 - 4 1 , 1 7 : 1 6 - 2 1

Tempers are notor ious about c l imb ing wi th the temperature . I t i s fa r eas ier to be
angry than pious on a hot summer day. God gives us hot steamy days as well as the
balmy spring ones, in order that^^w^ mi ght exercise Christian graces. It seemed
fi t t i n g t o d a y t o c o n s i d e r t h e t e x t " L x ) y e _ . . . i s n o t e a s i I v p r o v o L e d " w i t h s p e c i a l
emphasis on the last word of the te'xt. It is a Greek word meaning "to make sharn"
a n d i t i s t h e w o r d f r o m w h i c h o u r w o r k p a r o x y s m i s d e r i v e d . T h e p i c t u r e i s g i v e n
b y t h e v a r i e t y o f t r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h i s t e r m . R S V s a y s , " L o v e i s n o t i j u L i k a J l l e . "
P h i l l i p s : " L o v e i s n o t t a m x h y. " N I V: " L o v e i s n o t c p e A I v n n g e r e d . " N E B : " L o v e i snot quick to taj:e offense. " Amplified NT" I.ove is not touchy or fretful . " Can you
s e e i t ? " P r o v o k e d , i r r i t a b l e , t o u c h y , f r e t f u l . " A l o n g w i t h t h i s f a m i l i a r t e x t
f r o m I C o r . 1 3 , I w a n t u s t o c o n s i d e r a n o t h e r t e x t w h i c h u s e s t h e s a m e w o r d i n a
d i f f e r e n t w a y. A c t s 1 7 : 1 6 . " j J j s S s _ n i r j t x i L S .

I n b o t h c a s e s t h e w o r d p r o v o k e i s o u r w o r d p a r o x y s m . T h e d i c t i o n a r y d e fi n e s p a r
o x y s m a s " A p - c r i 0 d i c a X L a x J c d L s e n s e o p ^ s u d d e n a n ^ v j _ o l ^ n t e x c i t e m e n t ^ r
emj3 ti o.n, ^ of ?^naer." V.'hat is this thini|. which can so easily strike us, especial
l y o n a h o t d a y ? L e t u s l o o k a t s o m e i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n t h e l i f e o f P a u l .

J[_J I can imagine it was steamy hot, perhaps at the end of rainy s^^son, when thefi r s t t w o m i s s i o n a r i e s o n f u r l o u g h g o t t o t a l k i n g . T h e y h a d % h a o n e t e r m a n d
r e p o r t e d t o t h e h o m e c h u r c h . P a u l s a i d , ' M . e t ' s a n b a c k a n d s e e h o w t h e c h u r c h e s
w e s t a r t e d a r e g e t t i n g a l o n g . P e r h a p s w e c a n p r e a c h i n m o r e d i s t a n t p l a c e s t h i s
t i m e . " B a r n a b a s r e p l i e d , " O K , l e t ' s g o ! I . e t ' s t r y t a k i n g J o h n * < a r k a l o n g w i t h u s
a g a i n . " P a u l l i t e r a l l y t h r e w _ a f i t . A s w e s a y, h e s i m p l y w ^ p _ t u p ^ n s m o k e . W h e n
t h e B i b l e s a y s t h a t t h e r e a r o s e a " s j i a r n c o n t e n t i o n " i t u s e s t h i s w o r d p a r o x y s m .
T h a t s h o w s h o w b u r n e d u p P a u l w a s . J u s t w h y M a r k ' s p r e v i o u s d e s e r t i o n o f t h e m i s -
ionary party seen^ so personally repulsive to Paul is hard to say, but at this
p o i n t t h e r e w a s n o p a t c h i n g u p t h e q u a r r e l .

P a u l h a d f a i l e d w h e r e i t i s e a s i e s t f o r m o s t m i s s i o n a r i e s t o f a i l . . . a c a s e o f p e r -
S p T L ^ u 1 - y f A a - s J i . P a u l h a d b e e n a l e a d e r a t t h e J e r u s a l e m c o n s u l t a t i o n o n W o r l d
M i s s i o n s , a n d h i s p o s i t i o n o n a s e r i o u s m a t t e r o f p o l i c y h a d b e e n v i n d i c a t e d .
C o u l d S a t a n h a v e f e l t d e f e a t i n t h e h a r m o n i o u s r e s u l t o f t h e J e r u s a l e m m e e t i n g ,
a n d s o c o n c e n t r a t e d h i s e f f o r t s o n d e s t r o y i n g t h e e f f e c t i v e m i s s i o n a r y t e a m o f
Paul § Barnabas by causing Paul to throw a t em per tjintrum over short -t or m-er Mark ?
T h e t w o m i s s i o n a r i e s w e r e a s d i f f e r e n t a s c o u l d b e , b u t P a u l o i ^ / e d a l o t t o h i s
m o r e m a t u r e f r i e n d B a x a a d ^ a s . B u t P a u l p o s s e s s e d q u a l i t i e s o f i n t p 1 1 p r t a n d l e a d e r

t h a t B a r n a b a s r e c o g n i z e d a s s u p e r i o r t o h i s o w n . S o m e o n e h a s w r i t t e n , " M y
g u e s s i s t h a t i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n a g o o d d e a l m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e t L Q d i e s t a t i o n e d
w i t h . B a r n a h a q t h a n w i t h P a u l . " ( C a t t e l l , p . 8 0 ) .

J u s t b e c a u s e P a u l w a s a v i c t i m ^ i n a p e r s o n a l i t y c l a s h i s n o e x c u s e f o r u s t o i m i
t a t e h i m . L a t e r o n h e w a s ^ o r r y . P o s s i b l y h i s r e g r e t s h o w e d w h e n h e w r o t e t h e
C o r i n t h i a n s t o d o b e t t e r : " P r a c t i c e a l o v e w h i c h i s n o t e a s i l y p r o v o k e d ! " B y t h e n
pe rhaps Maqrk ' s conduc t had p roved tha t he had ove rcome h i s you th fu l weakness .
B u t w e m u s t n o t e t h a t i f s u c h a s p i r i t u a l g i a n t a s P a u l c o u l d s u f f e r s u c h a d e f e a t
a s t o l o s e h i s s e l f - c o n t r o l , s o c a n w e .

T h e i r r i t a t i o n s t h a t s u r r o u n d t h o s e o f u s i n C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e a r e i n n u m e r a b l e .
P p I I n w - m i s s i o n a r i e s , f e 1 l o w f h r i s t i a - n w o r k e r s a m o n g t h e K o r e a n s , s t r a n g e r s w e n e v
e r s a w b e f o r e . . . a l l t h e s e i r r i t a t e a n d e x a s n e m t p . H o w w e l o n g f o r t h e p a t i e n c e
a n d s e l f - c o n t r o l . t h e r e a l l o v e w h i r h u - a c n n t e a s i l y p r o v o B e d ^ m a n i f e s t b y J e s u s
a s t h e c r o w d s p r e s s e d u p o n H i m f o r l i e _ a J J j 3 g , f o r w o r d s o f s d n m , u n t i l H e m u s t



/

have been weary in body and sou l and longed fo r peace and qu ie t . Even when He
slipped away to a vacation spot with His disciples, they pestered Him with their
quarcel ing over prest ig ious p laces in His k ingdom. Yet Jesus never indulged in a
paroxysm of temper. The most un-Chris11 ike thing in the world is to lose one's
temper. ' 'T.£ imp.er i s no more t_o ^e erad ica ted than is the se l f . Bu t i t . mu.S- t ho c lea
s^d, and along with self, be hid wJ.th £hrist in God"rCattell p. 44)' One mission
a r y, w h o h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a n u g l y s i t u a t i o n b y a c e r t a i n s p e e c h , t o l d m e , w h e n
I asked whether he really felt led to make that speech, j. felt H must say it
q u i c k l y f o . r f e a r J h e c h e c k e d b e f o r e I g , o t _ _ L l - _ _ s . a - i d ! ' " ( C a t t e l l , p . 5 2 )

I T I M o v e a c o u p l e o f c h a p t e r s f u r t h e r i n A c t s . P a u l w a s a l o n e i n A t h e n s , w a i t i n g
f o r S i l a s a n d T i m o t h y t o j o i n h i m . N o t k n o w i n g j u s t w h e r e t o s t a r t h i s w i t n e s s
t o C h r i s t i n t h i s p a g a n a n d s n o b b i s h i n t e l l e c t u a l c e n t e r , b u t r e s t l e s s a s u s u a l ,
h e s t r o l l e d a b o u t t h e c i t y a n d t o t h e A r e o p a g u s . " N o w w h i l e p a u l w a s w a i t i n g f o r
t h e m a t A t h e n s , h i s s p i r i t w a s p r o v o k e d v ; i t h i n h i m a s h e s a w t h a t t h e c i t y w a s
f ul 1 of Idols." Other versions read: "h i s spir i t was st irred n him" or ^ s.
s o u l w a s e x a s p e r a t e d b e y o n d e n d u r a n c e a t t h e s i g h t o f a c i t y s o c o m p l e t e l y b . d o l a -
t r o u s . " A g a i n P a u l t h r e w a fi t , h e h a d a p a r o x y s m , b u t t h i s w a s m u c h d i f f e r e n t .

P a u l w a s p r o v B e d b e c a u s e o f t h e e v i l s o f A t h f r i a n f d n i a t r y T h e r e w e r e l i t e r a l l y
i d o l s t o e v e r y k n o w n d i v i m i t y . To m a k e s u r e n o g o d w a s o f f e n d e d , t h e y h a d t h e m
a l l , s u r r o u n d e d w i t h r l x - b t r a n n i n g s a n d c e r e m o n i e s a c c o m p a n i e d b y a l l k i n d s o f
i m m o r a l p r a c t i c e s . E x p e n s i v e t e m p l e s , n l a t o o n s o f n r i e s t s a n d p r i e s t e s s e s . l a v
i s h s a c r i fi c e s . P a u l s a w i t a s a m a s s i v e e j c p r e s s i o n o f s i n . H e w a s r i l e d a t t h e s
Tnsnitg tn Thr» t-riiP HnH That Same temperament which exploddd at the idea of
t a k i n g M a r k o n a s e c o n d t r i p n o w w a s t o u c h e d o f f w i t h t h e s i g h t o f s o m u c h e v i l .
T h e r e s u l t w a s a c t i o n o n h i s p a r t . H e w e n t u p M a r ' s h i l l t o e n g a g e t h e c i t y l e a d
e r s i n d e b a t e o n t h e v a l i d i t y o f h i s c l a i m s t o k n o w t h e t r u e G o d i n c o n t r a s t w i t h
a l l t h e i r f a l s e p a g a n i m a g e s .

How recently have we been as incensed as was Paul at some npon <;r>re nf si n j s ome
bla tant den ia l n f nnd ami—ILLs—pow.er, same i r thn tnan t r f l ves tv upon ius t ioe and de-
c .e j i i ; y i n open defiance o f God 's exp ress commands? F rank ly, I cou ld name a dozen
o c c a s i o n s i v h e n I h a v e t h r o w n a p a r o x y s m a t t h e c o n d u c t o r a t t i t u d e o f s o m e f e l l o w
m i s s i o n a r y o r K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n b r o t h e r . . . f o r e v e r y t i m e I h a v e b e e n " p r o v o k e d "
b e c a u s e o f t h e s o c i a l . m o r a 1 . a n d s p i r i t u a l e x i - l s p e r f e c t l y a p p a r e n t e v e r y t i m e
w e d r i v e t h e s t r e e t s o r r e a d t h e n e w s p a p e r . I f w e C h r i s t i a n s c o u l d b e t h r o w n
i n t o a p a r o x y s m o v e r t h e s e t h i n g s a s e a s i l y a s P a u l w a s i n A t h e n s , p e r h a p s o u r
fi t s o f t e m e p r a t o n e a n o t h e r w o u l d b e e x c u s e d a n d f o r g o t t e n a s s o o n a s P a u l ' s
t e m p e r i n t h e c a s e o f J o h n M a r k w a s f o r g o t t e n .

ts^Note that in Athens, Paul's anger was provoked by a spiri tual situation. .5nqi a 1
i n j ! ] s t i r e c o u l d u p s e t h i m t o o . A t f h i l i p p i t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f a p o o r d e m e n t e d
g i r l c a u s e d h i m t o w o r k t h e m i r a c l e w h i c h l a n d e d h i m i n j a i l ; j : . B u t h e w a s e s p e c i a l
l y s e n s i t i v e t o s p i r t u a ^ l s i t u a t i o n s . T h e r e a r e m a n y i n o u r C h r i s t i a n c i r c l e s
t o d a y w h o r i , g 4 4 - M y r n n r e r n t h e m s e l v e s o v e r t h e g r e a t m o r a l a n d s o c i a l i l l s o f t h e
d a y. T h e y g o o n c r u s a d e s a b o u t c i v i l r i g h t s , h u m a n f r e e d o m s , p u b l i c h e a t , l t h .These are important an^roper concerns, yet the number is propor t i on at e 1 y few
which is "provoked" about spiritual matters ... the id^s ^ tji^ A_tjTjnj_an^s . . . so

^o^ft^n a^ the^ro_ot of_soc_ial ills as^wej_l. Paul did not go charging into temples,
- b r e a k i n g d o w n i d o l s , a n d c a u s i n g a n u p r o a r. R u t h e w a s s o d i s g u s t e d w i t h t h e
evils that it drove him into the synagoguge. ir^to tl ie market placeg;. and out among
t h e i d l e p h i l o s p h e r s o T t h e A c r o p o l i s , w i t h n e s s i n g t o t h e t r i i i i J I [ n f t h e G o s p e l .

r̂rTJ The two texts we have chosen, one written by fiaul and the other about himVrnrm contradictory in their message, but not so in their contexts. "Love is not
e a s i l y p r o v o k e d " w a r n s u s t h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n , p o s s e d o f r e a l l o v e d , d o e s n o t t a k e
personal^ affront and fly into temper because he is abused or mistreated or even
p e r s e c u t e d . T h e o t h e r t e x t , a b o u t P a u l , " H i s s p i r i t w a s p r o v i b k e d w i t h i n h i m "
p o i n t s t o a j u s t i fi a b l e r i g h t e o u s i r i d i g n a t i o n b e c a u s e G o d i s d i s h o n o r e d a n d e v i l
a l l o w e d t o fl o u r i s h .



*5o th t hese tex t s desc r i be t h? chnTn f ; i ; f t 7 - n f f ^nd M imse l f . I n t he O ld Tes tamen t
th is very word is used repeatedly to descr ibe Gdd's react ion to human si tuat ions.
T l ^ ^ e e t i m e s i n D e u t . 9 , M o s e s u s e s t h i s w o r d P a r o x y s m t o d e s c r i b e G o d ' s a n g e r :
"noTnomhr^p nnd do not forget how vou njroyoked the Lord your God to wrath in the
w i l d e r n e s s ; f r o m t h e d a y y o u c a m e o u t o f t h e l a n d o f E g y p t , u n t i l y o u c a m e t o
th is p lace, you have been rebel l ious agaisHt the Lord."(9: fT) Here the cont inual
peevish gr ip ing of the chi ldren of Israel had of ten exasperated God Himsel f .

M o s e s c i t e d a n o t h e r i n s t a n c e a t M t . S i n a i w h e n h i s p e o p l e t o o k a d v a n t a g e o f h i s
a b s e n c e t o i n d u l g e i n i d o l a r y a n d w i c k e d n e s s . " F u r t h e r m o r e t h e L o r d s a i d t o m e ,
I h a v e s e e n t h i s p e o p l e , a n d b e h o l d , 1 5 n < ; t n b h o r r ) p e n n l e , l e t m e a l o n e , t h a t
I r i n y d e s t r o y t h e m a n d b l o t o u t t h e i r n a m e f r o m u n d e r h e a v e n ; a n d I w i l l m a k e o f
you a nation mightier and greater than they...Then I lay prostrate befcre the
L o r d f o r t y d a y s a n d f o r t y n i g h t s ; I n e i t h e r a t e b r e a d n o r d r a n k w a t e r , b e c a u s e o f
a l l t h e s i n w h i c h y o u h a d c o m m i t t e d , i n d o i n g w h a t E r a s e v i l i n t h e s i g h t o f t h e
L o r d , t o n r o v o k e h i m t o a n g e r . "

O n e o t h e r t i m e i s m e n t i o n e d b y M o s e s . T h i s w a s w h e n H e b a d b r o p g h t t h e c h i l d r e n
o f I s r a e l t o t h e b r i p k n f p - r n T n - i c n H — l a n d b u t d i s m a y e d b y t h e r e p o r t o f t h e
majority of the spie^ they refused to enter. Stitch continual rebelliong provoked
G o d t o i n t e n s e a g n e r a t H i s o w n p e o p l e .

G o d i s n o l e s s a n g r y w i t h s i n i n H i s p e o p l e t o d a y . N o t e t h a t i n t h e a b o v e r e f e r
e n c e s G o d w a s a n g r y w i t h H i s o w n p e o p t c . I n s p i t e o f d e l i v e r a n c e f r o m E g y p t , i n
s p i t e o f c o n t i n u e d n o u r i s h m e n t i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s o f S i a n a i , i n s p i t e o f p r o m i s e o f
v i c t o r y i n p o s s e s s i n g t h e p r o m i s e d L n n d , s t i l l H i s o w n p e o p l e w e r e r e b e l l i o u s a n d
d i s o b e d i e n t . H o w o f t e n w e C h r i s t i a n s f o r g e t t h e b l e s s i n g s o f G o d a n d t u r n t o
r e b e l l i o n a n d d o w n t 4 g h t d i s o b e d i e n c e . E v e r y t i m e w e g r i p e a t p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s ,
e v e r y t i m e w e f a i l t o g r a s p H i s p r o m i s e s t h r o u g h f a i t h , e v e r y t i m e w e p u t m a t e r i a l
t h i n g s a s t h e i d o l s w e w o r s h i p i n s t e a d o f G o d , e v e r y t i m e w e a r e u n w i l l i n g t o s t e p
f o r w a r d i n f a i t h t o o c c u p y t h e l a n d i n h a b i t e d b y t h e g i a n s t o f s i n . . . w e e x c i t e G o d
t o d i v i n e w r a t g a g a i n s t u s . h ' e K i S f f s x s u f f e r a n d w e f a i l t o r e a p t h e t o t a l b e n e fi t
o f G o d ' s g r a c e a s d i d t h o s e c h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l .

F o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e i s a n _ o t h e r s i d e , t o G o d ' s c h a r a c t e r . . . w h e r e b y H e s u p r e m e l y d e m o n
s t r a t e s h o w " L o v e i s n o t e a s i l y p r o v o t i e d . " S u p p o s e G o d w e r e t o t a k e o f f e n s e e v e r >
t i m e H e h a d a r i g h t t o a g a i n s t u s ! S u p p o s e H e b e c a m e a s i n d i g n a n t a t e v e r y p e r -

1 f ^ f f y n n t ^ e v e r t i m e H e i s s i d e t r a c k e . d i n f a v o r o f s o m e t h i n g e l s e , a s w e a r e
i n d e a l i n g w i t h h u m a n a s s o c i a t e s . W h e r e w o u l d b e b e t ? T h e w r i t e r o f P s i i m 1 3 0 ,
w h o m u s t h a v e k n o w n t h e g u i l t o f s i n a n d y e t e x p e r i e n c e d t h e u n d e r s e r v e d l e n i e n c y
o f G o d . w r o t e :

I f t h o u , L o r d , s h o u l d s t m a r k i n i q u i t i e s .
L o r d , w h o c o u l d s t a n d ?
B u t t h e r e i s f o r g i v e n e s s w i t h t h e e .
T h a t t h o u m a y s t b e f e a r e d .

I f y o u w o u l d b e l i k e G o d , l e a r n t o b e a n a y w i t h o u t s i n ( E p h . 4 : 2 6 ) . L e t y o u r
t e m p e r b e a r o u s e d a g a i n s t e v i l b u t n o t a g a i n s t i n d i v i d u a l s w h o h a v e g i v e n u s p e r
s o n a l a f f r o n t . L i k e G o d , H a t e t h e s i n a n d l o v e t h e s i n n e r . G o d g a v e u s t h e e m o
t i o n w e c a l l A n g e r , b u t l e t o u r p a r o x \ ' s m s s t i r u s t o r i g h t e o u s d e e d s f o r h i m i n
c o m a b a t t i n g t h e w o r l d o f s i n a n d t h e e v i l o n e ; l _ e t i t n n t b e v e n t e d i n p o r s o p a l
g r u d g e s a n d v e n g e a n c e . T b e l i e v e t h a t P a u l w a s s o r r y f o r l e t f y ^ r n g h i s t e m p e r
g e t a w a y f r o m h i m i n t h e m a t t e r o f . l o h n ^ ? a r k a n d m a y h a v e h a d t h i s i n m i n d w h e n
h e w r p t e t h o s e w o r d s , " L o v e i s n o t e a s i l y p r o v o k e d ' . ' P u t i f w e a r e p r o v o k e d l e t
i t b e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e a d m o n i t i o n o f t h e w i r t e r o f t h e e p c i t l e s w h o a g a i n
u s e s t h i s s a m e w o r d f r o m w h i c h c o m e s o u r w o r d p a r o x y s m : " L e t u s c o n s i d e r h o w t o
s t i r u p o n e a n o t h e r t o l o v e a n d g o o d w o r k s . " H e b . 1 0 : 2 4



I h a v e n o t c o m e t o c a l l r i g h t e o u s r r e n b u t s i n n e r s t o r e p e n t a n c e .

A n d I t e l l y o u , n o , b u t u n l e s s y o u r e p e n t , y o u w i l l a l l l i k e w i s e p e r i s h .

E v e r y o n e w h o e x a l t s h i m s e l f s h a l l b e h u m b l e d , a n d h e w h o h u m b l e s h i m s e l f s h a l l b e
e x a l t e d .

Yo u s h a l l l o v e t h e L o r d y o u r H o d w i t h a l l y o u r h e a r t , a n d w i t h a l l y o u r s o u l , a n d
w i t h a l l y o u r s t r e n g t h , a n d w i t h a l l y o u r n i n d ; a n d y o u r n e i a h b o r a s y o u r s e l f .

T h e r e f o r e y o u a r e t o b e p e r f e c t , a s y o u r h e a v e n l y F a t h e r i s p e r f e c t .

Do no t j udge l es t you be j udged you rse l ves . . .And v /hy do you l ook a t t he speck i n
y o u r b r o t h e r ' s e y e , b u t d o n o t n o t i c e t h e l o g t h a t i s i n y o u r o v. m e y e ?

D o n o t b e a n x i o u s f o r y o u r l i f e , a s t o w h a t y o u s h a l l e a t ; n o r f o r y o u r b o d y, a s
t o w h a t y o u s h a l l p u t o n .

B u t s e e k f o r H i s k i n g d o m , a n d t h e s e t h i n g s s h a l l b e a d d e d t o y o u .

But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who perscctue you.

Bu t I say to you who hear, l ove your enemies , do good to those v7ho ha te you , b less
t h o s e w h o c u r e e y o u , p r a y f o r t h o s e w h o m i s t r e a t y o u .

For i f you fo rg ive men fo r the i r t ransgress ions , your heaven ly Father w i l l a lso
forg ive you. But i f you do not fo rg ive men, then your ^a ther v. ' i l l no t fo rg ive
y o u r t r a n s g r e s s i o n s .

And just as you want men to treat you, I reat them in the same way.

By this all men will know that you are *'y disciples, if you have love for one
a n o t h e r .

If I then, the Lord, and the Teacher, washed your feeh, you also oucht to wash one
a n o t h e r ' s f e e t .

I f y o u l o v e M e , y o u w i l l k e e p c o m m a n d m e n t s .

Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works
a n d g l o r i f y y o u r F a t h e r w h o i s i n h e a v e n .

V^hen you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.

If any one serves Me, let him follow '^e; and where I am, there shall My servant
Hi'ways also be; if any one serves *'e, the '^ather will honor him.

I f you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of '^ ine.

For whoever is akheamed of m.e and My words, of him v.'ill the Son of be ashamed
when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father end of the holy angels.
You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear f ru i t o f i tse l f , un less i t
abides in the vine, so nei ther can you, unless you abide in ve.. ,By this is my
father glorified that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
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a

DEATH, AND THEN BY THOSE WHOSE LIVES TODAY HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE

T H I S T R U T H .

A . T H E E Y E - W I T N E S S E S . W I L L T H E F I R S T W I T N E S S S T E P F O R W A R D :

1 , " I A M A R O M A N S O L D I E R . " I H E L P E D N A I L J E S U S T O T H E C R O S S . I S A W H I M

S U F F E R A N D D I E W H I L E T H E S K Y G R E W D A R K A N D T H E E A R T H T R E M B L E D . W E H A D T O H U R R Y T O G E T

T H E T H R E E M E N W H O W E R C R U C I F I E D T O G E T H E R D O W N F R O M T H E I R C R O S S E S A S T H E J E W S D E M A N D E D

T H A T T H E Y B E R E M O V E D B E F O R E T H E I R S A B B A T H D A Y . T H E C E N T U R I O N O R D E R E D U S T O B R E A K

T H E I R L E G S T O M A K E S U R E T H E Y W E R E D E A D . W H E N W E C A M E T O J E S U S H E W A S A L R E A D Y D E A D .

A S A S O L D I E R I H A V E S E E N M A N Y M E N D I E . . . I K N O W T H E S I G N S . . . I K N O W F O R A F A C T T H A T

J E S U S W A S D E A D S O W E D I D N ' T B O T H E R T O B R E A K H I S L E G S . L A T E R W H E N T H I S J E S U S W A S

B U R I E D I N T H E T O M B O F A W E A L T H Y J E W I S H F R I E N D , I W A S O N E O F T H E S Q U A D O F S O L D I E R S

A S S I G N E D T O W A T C H T H A T T O M B T O S E E T H A T H I S B O D Y W A S N O T S T O L E N . I S A W T H E E N E M I E S O F

J E S U S R O L L T H E G R E A T S T O N E O V E R T H E M O U T H O F T H E T O M B A N D S E A L I T M A K I N G I T I M P O S S I B L E

F O R A N Y O N E T O E N T E R . Y O U K N O W T H A T I T I S U N H E A R D O F F O R R O M A N G U A R D S T O F A L L A S L E E P

ON DUTY, SO IT WAS ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO STEAL THAT BODY. YET SOMEHOW

E A R L Y O N T H E M O R N I N G O F T H E T H I R D D A Y S O M E T H I N G S U P E R N A T U R A L D I D H A P P E N . W E S O L D I E R S

W E R E O V E R P O W E R E D . T H E S T O N E W A S R O L L E D A W A Y . T H E T O M B W A S E M P T Y . A L L I C A N S A Y I S

THAT BY THE HAND OF ALMIGHTY GOD, THIS ONE WHO COULD HAVE BEEN NO OTHER THAN HIS SON,

R O S E F R O M T H E D E A D . A S A R O M A N S O L D I E R I C A N O N L Y T E S T I F Y T H A T I N S P I T E O F O U R A R M E D

M I G H T, G O D P E R F O R M E D T H I S M I R A C L E . T H I S J E S U S I S A L I V E t

a . " I A M A J E W I S H P R I E S T. " I H AT E D J E S U S , B E C A U S E H I S C L A I M S T O B E T H E S O N

O F G O D T H R E A T E N E D T O D E S T R O Y M Y P R E S T I G E A N D P O W E R A S A P R I E S T H E R E I N J E R U S A L E M .

J E S U S C H A L L E N G E D O U R S Y S T E M O F I N T R I C A T E L A W S C O N T R O L L I N G T H E R E L I G I O U S L I F E O F T H E

J E W S . W E C O U L D N O T A C C E P T H I S P R E P O S T E R O U S C L A I M S T O B E G O D H I M S E L F . . . S H E E R

B L A S P H E M Y ! S O M E H O W B Y T R I C K E R Y H E S E E M E D T O P E R F O R M S P E C T A C U L A R M I R A C L E S . . . N O T A B L Y

T H E R E C E N T P U R P O R T E D R A I S I N G O F A V I L L A G E R N A M E D L A Z A R U S A F T E R H E D I E D A N D H A D B E E N

B U R I E D F O R F O U R D A Y S . . . C A U S I N G A S E N S A T I O N A T T R A C T I N G A N E N O R M O U S F O L L O W I N G . A F T E R

G O I N G T O A L L T H E T R O U B L E O F C O N T R I V I N G H I S E X E C U T I O N , W E W A N T E D T O B E S U R E H E R E A L L Y

W A S D E A D W H E N T H E Y T O O K H I M D O W N F R O M T H E C R O S S , A N D S O W E P E R S O N A L L Y I N S P E C T E D H I S

B O D Y B E F O R E B U R I A L . H E H A D M A D E A N A B S U R D C L A I M A B O U T R I S I N G F R O M T H E D E A D , S O T O

M A K E D O U B L Y S U R E W E S E A L E D T H A T T O M B W I T H O U R O W N H A N D S A N D A R R A N G E D F O R R O M A N

S O L D I E R S T O S T A N D G U A R D T H E R E N I G H T A N D D A Y . Y E T , E V E N I M U S T A D M I T S O M E T H I N G

U N E X P L A I N A B L E D I D H A P P E N . . . T H A T T O M B W A S E M P T Y T H R E E D A Y S L A T E R . O F C O U R S E W E T R I E D

T O H U S H U P T H E W H O L E M A T T E R B Y T E L L I N G T H E G U A R D S T O R E P O R T T H A T T H E D I S C I P L E S H A D

S T O L E N T H A T B O D Y , B U T I M U S T C O N F E S S T H A T W A S A C O M P L E T E L I E . D E E P D O W N I K N O W T H A T

T H E R E I S N O R E A L E X P L A N A T I O N E X C E P T T H A T A M I R A C L E T O O K P L A C E A N D J E S U S I S A L I V E .
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THEY HAVE?" I FOUGHT IN THE LAST WAR...I SAW BODIES BLOWN TO BITS BY SHELL FIRE.

SOME OF MY NAVY FRIENDS WENT DOWN WITH THEIR SHIPS. WILL THOSE BODIES BE RAISED

AGAIN? AND I THOUGHT OF MY BEST FRIEND WHO HAD A TERRIBLE CANCER WHICH DESTROYED HIS

BODY, GAVE HIM UNBEARABLE PAIN, AND FINALLY CAUSED HIS DEATH. WHAT KIND OF A BODY CAN

HE POSSIBLY HAVE? NOW IN THE BIBLE I FIND GIVES US AT LEAST TWO ANSWERS TO THESE

P R O B L E M S .

THE F IRST ONE IS TO LOOK AT JESUS H IMSELF. HE WAS TORTURED, BEATEN, AND THE

SCARS OF THE CRUCIFIXION WERE ON HIS BODY AFTER HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD. YET HE WAS

R E C O G N I Z A B L E TO H I S D I S C I P L E S . . . T H E Y K N E W T H E S O U N D O F H I S V O I C E , H I S M A N N E R I S M S , U i £

Ve^CE, HIS FAMILIAR GREETING. HE INVITED THEM TO TOUCH HIS BODY, HE ATE WITH THEM.

YET HE WAS SOMEHOW DIFFERENT. HE APPEARED SUDDENLY WHEN THEY DID NOT EXPECT HIM. HE

COULD ENTER A CLOSED ROOM WHERE THE DOORS WERE LOCKED. IT WAS THE SAME BODY WE SAW

BURIED IN THAT GARDEN TOMB, BUT IT WAS DIFFERENT, NO LONGER LOCKED INTO THE PHYSICAL

LAWS WITH WHICH WE ARE FAMILIAR. IF GOD COULD DO THAT FOR JfesUS CHIRST, BY THE FAITH
WHICH HE HAS GIVEN ME, I BELIEVE HE CAN AND WILL DO THE SAME FOR ME AS WELL. I ^N

BEL IEVE WITH ALL MY HEART WHAT JESUS TOLD MARY WHEN HER BROTHER LAZARUS D IED: " I AM

T H E R E S U R R E C T I O N A N D T H E L I F E , H E W H O B E L I E V E S I N M E S H A L L L I V E E V E N I F H E D I E S , A N D

H E W H O L I V E S A N D B E L I E V E S I N M E S H A L L N E V E R D I E . " ( J O H N 11 : 2 5 - 2 6 )

AS A FARMER, I CAN ALSO APPRECIATE THE ILLUSTRATION PAUL USES BEGINNING IN I

C O R . 1 5 : 3 6 . H E P O I N T S O U T T H AT A S E E D P L A N T E D I N T H E G R O U N D I S J U S T A B A R E G R A I N ,

APPARENTLY L IFELESS, YET GOD CAUSES A BEAUTIFUL NEW PLANT TO GROW FROM IT. IN A SENSE

IT IS THE SAME AS THE DRY SHRIVELED UP BROWN SEED THAT WAS PLANTED, BUT IT IS GIVEN A

NEW AND PERFECT FORM. I CAN SEE IN OTHER FORMS OF NATURE SIMILAR THINGS. . .SUCH AS THE

BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLY THAT EMERGES FROM THE CATERPILLAR'S COCOON. THE GOD WHO CREATED

ALL THESE LAWS OF NATURE HAS ALL THE POWER TO GIVE TO LIS NEW AND PERFECT BODIES. JUST

AS WE ARE NOT ALL AL IKE IN THIS WORLD, SO WE WILL NOT ALL HAVE THE SAME BODIES IN THE

NEXT WORLD. BUT WE CAN BE SURE THAT ALL THE IMPERFECTIONS, ALL THE ILLNESSES, ALL THE

U G L I N E S S W I L L B E G O N E . I N S T E A D W E W I L L B E P E R F E C T, W I T H T R A N S F O R M E D B O D I E S J U S T A S

JESUS WAS GIVEN A BODY AFTER HIS RESURRECTION. L IKE HIM, WE WILL NO LONGER BE SUBJECT

TO T H E L I M I TAT I O N S O F H U M A N E X I S T E N C E , B U T W E W I L L B E L I K E O U R S AV I O U R I N A L L T H I N G S .

C . " M Y N A M E I S L E E " A N D I H A V E L E P R O S Y . I A M G E T T I N G A L O N G I N Y E A R S N O W B U T

I LOOK FAR OLDER THAN I AM. ABOUT 30 YEARS AGO WHEN I WAS A YOUNG MAN, I NOTICED THAT

I WA S N O T A B L E T O F E E L W I T H T H E T I P S O F M Y F I N G E R S A N D T O E S . T H E N S O M E O F M Y H A I R

FELL OUT AND SPOTS AND SORES APPEARED IN MY SKIN. SOON IT WAS CLEAR THAT I HAD THE

D R E A D F U L D I S E A S E C A L L E D L E P R O S Y . I W A S F O R C E D T O L E A V E H O M E A N D B E G F O R A L I V I N G .
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PEOPLE WOULD NOT TOUCH NE. THERE WAS NO ONE I COULD WORK FOR. IT WAS ONLY UNDER

BRIDGES OR IN CRUDE LITTLE HUTS OF STICKS AND MUD THAT I COULD LIVE. SHORTLY AFTER

THE SECOND WORLD WAR I FOUND MYSELF LIVING WITH ABOUT A HUNDRED OTHERS WHO HAD THE

SAME DISEASE OUT IN THE OPEN IN HOLES IN THE GROUND AND CRUDE SHACKS LIKE ANIMALS.

ONE OF THE MEN WAS FROM A LARGE COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE WITH OUR DISEASE, HE WAS A

CHRISTIAN AND AN ELDER IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. HE GATHERED US TOGETHER AND BEGAN

TO HOLD MEETINGS. HE TOLD US ABOUT JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, AND BEGAN TO TEACH US FROM

THE BIBLE, SOON WE GREW TO LOVE AND BELIEVE IN THIS JESUS, ESPECIALLY SINCE HE SEEMED

TO H AV E C U R E D P E O P L E W I T H L E P R O S Y. A F T E R T E A C H I N G U S F O R W E E K S H E A R R A N G E D F O R A

MISSIONARY TO COME AND HELP US START OUR CHURCH. SOME YEARS AGO I PREPARED TO RECEIVE

B A P T I S M A N D T H E M I S S I O N A R Y E X A M I N E D M E O N S AT U R D AY B E F O R E T H E D AY I W A S T O B E

B A P T I Z E D . W E H A D B E E N W E L L T R A I N E D A N D A L L T H E Q U E S T I O N S H E A S K E D W E R E E A S Y T O

ANSWER. I REMEMBER THERE WERE FOUR OF US S ITTING TOGETHER TO BE EXAMINED. ALL OF US

WERE BLIND, WE HAD LOST FINGERS AND TOES, OUR FACES WERE DISFIGURED, WE HAD NO HAIR.

I A M S U R E T H A T A N Y O N E W O U L D T H I N K W E W E R E H O R R I B L E T O L O O K A T . A T T H E E N D O F T H E

E X A M I N AT I O N T H E M I S S I O N A R Y A S K E D M E , " W H AT W I L L H A P P E N T O Y O U W H E N Y O U D I E ? " H E

P R O B A B L Y R E A L I Z E D T H A T I N M Y C O N D I T I O N I D I D N O T H A V E L O N G T O L I V E . I A N S W E R E D , " I

W I L L G O T O H E A V E N . " T H I S F A I T H I S A G R E A T C O M F O R T T O M E E V E R S I N C E I B E C A M E A

C H R I S T I A N A N D L E A R N E D T H A T J E S U S W H O S A V E D M E B Y H I S D E A T H A L S O R O S E F R O M T H E D E A D T O

G I V E M E T H A T S A M E H O P E . T H E N T H E M I S S I O N A R Y A S K E D A F I N A L Q U E S T I O N : " A N D W H A T K I N D O F

A B O D Y W I L L Y O U H A V E ? " I T H O U G H T A B O U T T H E M I S E R A B L E W R E C K O F A B O D Y I N O W H A V E A N D

W H I C H T H E M I S S I O N A R Y C O U L D S E E P E R F E C T L Y W E L L . I R E M E M B E R E D S O M E W O R D S O U R L E A D E R H A D

T A U G H T U S , W O R D S O F P A U L I N I C O R . 1 5 , " S O A L S O I S T H E R E S U R R E C T I O N O F T H E D E A D . I T

I S S O W N A P E R I S H A B L E B O D Y, I T I S R A I S E D A N I M P E R I S H A B L E B O D Y; I T I S S O W N I N D I S H O N O R ,

I T I S R A I S E D I N G L O R Y ; I T I S S O W N I N W E A K N E S S , I T I S R A I S E D I N P O W E R . " I A N S W E R E D T H E

M I S S I O N A R Y ' S Q U E S T I O N : " N O T A B O D Y L I K E T H I S O N E , B U T O N E L I K E J E S U S ! " A L L T H E S E

Y E A R S I H A V E L I V E D W I T H T H I S A W F U L B O D Y . . . M Y E X I S T E N C E H A S B E E N A L I V I N G D E A T H , . , A N D

S O O N P H Y S I C A L D E A T H W I L L C O M E , B U T W I T H P A U L I C A N S A Y , " T H A N K S B E T O G O D , W H O G I V E S

U S T H E V I C T O R Y T H R O U G H T H E L O R D J E S U S C H R I S T . "

C O N C L U S I O N . C H A R L E S C O L S O N W E N T T O P R I S O N F O R H I S P A R T I N T H E W A T E R G A T E S C A N D A L

A N D B E C A M E A N E A R N E S T C H R I S T I A N T H E R E . H E H A S P O I N T E D O U T T H A T I F H E A N D S O M E O F T H E

HIGHEST POWERED LAWYERS IN THE COUNTRY SUCH AS EHRLICHMAN, HALDEM^, MITCHELL AND
PRESIDENT NIXON HIMSELF COULD NOT SUCCESSFULLY COVER UP A RATHER MINOR CRIME, HOW IN

T H E W O R L D W O U L D E L E V E N D I S C I P L E S O F J E S U S , V E R Y O R D I N A R Y M E N , W I T H T H E C O M P L I C I T Y O F

U P TO 5 0 0 M O R E H AV E S U C C E E D E D I N C O V E R I N G U P A " FA K E D " R E S U R R E C T I O N , A B U S I N E S S FA R

M O R E V U L N E R A B L E T O P U B L I C S K E P T I C I S M A N D R E J E C T I O N . A S C O L S O N P U T S I T ( P . 6 8 ) : " T O

S U B S C R I B E T O T H I S A R G U M E N T ( O F A C O V E R - U P ) , O N E M U S T A L S O B E R E A D Y T O B E L I E V E T H AT

E A C H D I S C I P L E WA S W I L L I N G T O B E O S T R A C I Z E D B Y F R I E N D S A N D FA M I LY, L I V E I N D A I LY F E A R



HIBEN THE 0E«0... IS NOT «EE THE EOHCE OE THE .OHO OE 000 wLsToE TH
res^v'""ith° III T" sueeicient eor the deeense toIoIe... CHRISTENDOM ON THIS DAV HE REJOICE, BECAUSE WE KNOW THAT ..RET NOW HATH rHPTST REEM Rnîr̂EROM THE DEAD. TH. jipsT ERUITS HE .u..



Intro. Rasur. greatest of miracles. Proved by more abundant hist, evidence.
G r e a t e s t s i g n i f . t o C h r i s t i a n s . ^ ^ j

Those at Corinth quest. Paul s right to be called apostle, contradicted Gos-
peol. I Cor. 15 decl. of right and truth. 'Whole argument rests on found, of res.
T e x t ,

I, Christ has been raised from tjw dead. Pol. investigator trying to discover
truth or fa lsehood of rosur. Summon wi tnesses,

A, Roman soldier- Helped killed Jesus. Knew death. Guarded tomb. Overpowero
by supernatural act,,.only interpreted as hand of Aim. God, raised His Son. In spit
of armed might, God performed this miracle, and Jesus rose from the dead.

B, Jewish priest. Hated Jesus, claims to bo Son of God. Challenged our system
We could not accept'preposterous claims to be God Himself. Ccmposed false evidence.
Examined body. He had predicted he would riio. Guard. AtSSmpt to hus^uup. But
no other explanation.•.a miracle took place.

C. Thcmas. Did not understand Jesus. We refused to believe women. I refused
story of others. Trickery, ^hen I saw him. I am one who demands evidence. Others
saw him, such as James. 500. God raised ^on, according to Scriptures.

D. Paul. Most remarkable testimony. Zealous Jew & Pharisee, Wa^c^d Stephen
die. Saw j'esus on way to Damascus. Had been working against God.

S, Testimony of men convinced against their wills. If such testimony is not
be be believed, preaching of Apostles is in vain, entire message of iTT is falsehood,
God Himself has been terribly misrepresented, and esch of-j«e Christ, bel. in vain.^
II. The first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. Text, divides argument of
chapter. iXsten to modern voices who h'vo found meaniiig in resur, for themselves.

A. V/idow of Elder Chang. Res. of Christ, convinces me there is s resur. in
my future. Immort of body as sell as soul. Two things: ^

1. Christ has demonstrated -ower to change life, l^t^g'y Hg who has
changed my heart , has power to cause my body to r ise._ ^ ^2. God's power to raise has been demonstrated already. First fruitsfr^^i2^

B. Leper. Use to raise questi n of(x̂ i5̂  Resur. of Christ Same
body but transformed. Tomb was empty. IIlus of seed in ground.

C. North Christian. Reauf. of Christ domonst'rates to me the power of
God. If Hi T^nr"^ ho can raise me. Paul spjeajcsof mystery. Death islike sleep. ̂ 15:51-52.J Christ has conquered daa-yL.Clp!a day of joy,
of triumph, of demonstration of power of God. L l^i^T^Brjjags greatest of hope,
even thourh we have trouble and sorrow and death in •^is_..life. Pinal victory
v.ith God.^ It is shared with us. Prayer with Paul: Phil. 5;10-ll> "That I may know
him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sun'erings, becoming
like him -in his death, that if possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead

Conclusion: Is this not greatest miracles. Son of God died, but alsb^rose^ to
prove all his claims, to grant hope of resur. to all who put faith in Hi^ This
fact of the resur. gives us assurance in our faith in the Christ of history, it
gives us hope for eternity with Him, it gives us protection against all wavering" faith now, and provides incentive for Christian witness and service today.



^ V ^ h o i s A d e q u a t e ?

Te x t : " . . . a n d w h o i s a d e q u a t e f o r t h e s e t h i n g s ? "
I I C o r , 2 : 1 6 b

S c r i p t u r e : I I C o r . 2 : 1 4 - 1 7

A p s y c h i a t r i s t m i g h t l a b e l m e a s s o m e k i n d o f f r e a k
w h e n I a d m i t t h a t I w a s s t r u c k V 7 i t h t h e q u e s t i o n P a u l
a s k s i n I I C o r . 2 : 1 6 : " W h o i s a d e n u a t e f o r t h e s e t h i n a i
H w w o u l d d i a g n o s e a s e r i o u s c a s e o f i n f e r i o r i t y c o m p l e :
b e c a u s e t h a t q u e s t i o n i s c o n s t a n t l y e c h o e d i n m y o w n
e x p e r i e n c e w h e n f a c ^ i n g t h e e x p e c t a t i o n s o f C o d H i m
s e l f , o f t h e c h u r c h v ; h i c h s u p p o r t s u s , o f t h o s e w h o
m a k e o u r w o r k a s s i g n m e n t s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y o f t h a t v a s t
m u l t i t u d e " o u t t h e r e " w h o e x p e c t t h e m i s s i o n a r y s o m e
h o w t o a l l t h e i r n e e d s , t o a l l t h e i r p r o b
l e m s , a n d t o a n s v . ' e r t h e u l t i m a t e q u e s t i o n o f t h e i r
e t e r n a l d e s t i n y . " W h o i s a d e q u a t e ? "

i s a d e q u a t e t o m a s t e r a d i f fi c u l t f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e
W h o i s a d e q u a t e t o p r e a c h m e s s a g e s t h a t w i t h c l a r i t y ,
l o g i c , a p p e a l , a n d f o r c e f u l n e s s p r o c l a i m t h e g o o d n e w s
o f J e s u s C h r i s t t o p e o p l e o f t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e
a n d r e l i g i o n , a n d v ; h o h a v e n o b a c k g r o u n d o f B i b l i c a l
k n o v ; l e d g e o r C h r i s t i a n t e a c h i n g s ? W l i o l a a d e q u a t e t o
c o p e w i t h t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s o f c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h n a t i o n a
n U u r n h S t r u c t u r e s , o r v ; i t h t h e h e a d a c h e s o f c o m m i t t e e
a n d b o a r d a s s i g n m e n t s ? W l i o i s a d e q u a t e t o l i v e ' a l i f e
s t y l e w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e s c o m p l e t e c o m m i t m . e n t t o C h r i s t
e x h i b i t s t h e f r u i t s o f t h e S p i r i t , a n d a v o i d s a l l t h o s (
c u l t u r a l f a u x - p a s o r s t u p i d s l i p s o f t h e t o n g u e w h i c h
a n t a g o n i z e r a t h e r t h a n a t t r a c t t h e v e r y p e o p l e V 7 e w a n t
t o w i n ? ^ J h o i s a d e q u a t e t o a l w a y s b e t h e s w e e t a r o m a
Paul speaks of here:^ "the sweet aroma of the knnwl^dgf^

>^0
William Barclay illumines Pavyl' s figure Xere, o^ theTinman Ti-i nmnh. the p^cession of a victbrious general
through th^ streets oKRone. \ It was required that hehave been/a successful tield ^mmander of a completely
fi n i s h e d . v i c t o r i o u s c a m p a i . g n a g a i n s t a f c r e i g n e n e m y.
The official order was as fbyo\^: The state officials
a n d s e n a t e , t h e t r u p p e t e r s , o f w a r , t h e
v/hite bull for sacrifice, the wretoK^d-^O^tives in
chains about to be put into prison and prStrai^^ execu
t e d , t h e m u s i c i a n s w i t h t h e i r l y r e s , a n d t h e p r i e s t s
w ing ing, the i r censprs ^ i th the sweet -smel l ing incense
burning in them.. / Finally came the general himself i iVa
char iot_.drawn by/ four horses. He was c lad in royal '



p u r p l e a n d h e l d t h e i v o r y s c e p t r e f c i t h t h e R e r a n e a a l e
a t t h e t o p . O v e r h i s h e a d a s l a v e h e l d t h e c f o w n " - o f
J u p i t e r . H e v ; a s f o l l o w e d b y h i s f a m i l y a n d t h e a r m y
v / e a r i n g t h e i r d e c o r a t i o n s a n d s h o u t i n g c r i e s o f t r i u m p h
T h e p r o c e s s i o n m o v e d t h r o u g h c h e e r i n g c r o w d s f o r i t x v a s
a t r e m e n d o u s d a y w h i c h m i g h t h a p p e n o n l y o n c e i n a l i f e
t i m e . P a u l s e e s " t h e c o n n u o r i n r r r h r - i s t m a r c h i n g i n
t r i u m p h t h r o u g h t h e w o r l d , a n d h i m s e l f i n t h a t c o n q u e r
i n g t r a i n . T 1 - i c ; r . r r - i n y n p h w h i n h n r . t ~ h i n a r a n ! "
( B a r c l a y 2 0 5 X F o r t h e g e n e r a l a n d h i s v i c t o r i o u s p e o

p l e , t h e s w e e t i n c e n s e b r o u g h t j o y , b u t t o t h e m i s e r a b l
c a p t i v e s d o o m e d t o d e a t h i t w a s t h e s m e l l o f d e a t h ,
s a y s P a u l , a r e " a f r a g g a n c e 6 f C h r i s t t o G o d a m o n a t h o s
w h o a r o b o i n a s a v e d , a n d a m o n g t h o s e v / h o a r e p e r i s h i n g ;
h o t h e o n o a n a r o m a f r o m d e a t i i t o d e a t h , t o t h e o t h e r
^ n d a r o m a f r o m l i f e t o l i f e . "

What a T-oQponQi hi 1 1 ty ' Kho can cooc? T-Tho is vorthv? ;Vh
i s s u f fi c i e n t ? V J h o i s e o u a l t o s u c h a c a l l i n g ? W h o i s
a d e a u a t G ? S u r r o u n d e d b y d o c t o r s o f t h e P M C i n C h u n j u ,
I o f t e n t h i n k o f t h e i r a w e s o m e r e s p o n s i b i l i t e e s w h e n
p r e s c r i p t i o n s o r t h e t u r n o f t h e s c a l p e l c a n c a u s e l i f e
o r d e a t h . H o w m u c h g r e a t e r t h e x r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a l l
w h o d e a l w i t h e t e r n a l i s s u e s o f H e a v e n o r H e l l ? W h o i s
a d e q u a t e ?

O u r p a s s a g e a n s w e r s t h e q u e s t i o n . W e d o n ' t u s u a l l y g e t
t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t E a i i l s u f f e r e d f r o m a n i n f e r i o r t y
c o m p l e x . T h e r e a s o n l i e s i n h i s a b s o l u t e a s s u r a n c e t h a
G o d i s a d e q u a t e . A s e x p r e s s e d i n 2 : 1 4 , G o d l e a d s u s i n
His trium.ph in Christ, Go^:a.nifests through us the
s w e e t a r o m a o f t h e k n o w l e d g e o f H i m i n e v e r y p l a c e . L e s t
h e b e a c c u r s e d o f c o m m e n d i n g h i m s e l f , P a u l w r i t e s i n 3 :
4 - 6 : " A n d s u c h c o n fi d e n c e w e h a v e t h r o u g h C h r i s t t o w a r d
G o d . h ' o t t h a t w g a r e a d e a u a t e i n o u r s e l v e s t o c o n s i d
e r a n y t h i n g a s c o m i n g f r o m o u r s e l v e s , o u r a d e q u a c y i s
f r o m ' ^ O d , V . ' h o a l s o m a d e u s a d e a u a t e a s s e r v a n t s a
nov - r r ovGnan t - " E l sewhe re t he g rea t m iss iona ry? : w ro te :
" n y t ' l G ( T r ; ^ n r > o f G o d I a m w h a t I a m . , a n d H i s a r a c e t o -
w a r r . m o o i d n o t p r o v e v a i n : b u t I l a h - o r e d e v e n m o r e
t h a n a l l o f t h e m , v e t n o t I , b u t t h e g r a c e o f ^ o c w i t h
n e . " ( I C o r . 1 5 : 1 0 )

H o w ^ o e ^ ^ o ^ ^ n a k e u ^ a d e ^ u a t ^ ^
n He calls us. ..not m.erely out of darkness into light
as He^has called all Christians, but for special duty,
' fl i e n ^ s u p p l i e s t h e n e c e s s a r y q u a l i fi c a t i o n swhether it be for the ability to speak, for D.a.vi C
the shepherd boy the ability to rule, or for P_aul to



s a y : " I t h a n k C h r i s t J e s u s o u r L o r d , v / h o h a s s t r o n c r t h -
onficUne ^ ' 'because He cons idergd r^e fa i th fu l . .gut t i ^^^^Xg.
i n t o S Q r v i c G . " ( I T i n . 1 : 1 2 ) H e h a s s a i d t o r o .
' M y g r a c e i s s u f fi c i e n t f o r y o i i \ f o r n o v ; e r i s n e r f o c t o i
i n w e a k n e s s . " ( I I C o r . 1 2 : 9 a )

2^ He gives us a ness..a.ge_. "We are not like nanv, ped
d l i n g t h G v / o r d o f C o o T l ^ t a s f r o m s i n c e r i t y , b u t a s
f r o T T G n d . w G s o e a k i n C h r i s t i n t h e s i g h t o f G o d . " O u :

m e s s a g e i s n o t l i k e t h a t o f t h o s e p e d d l e r s a l o n g t h e
streets about us . . . sixnLLL* T-;qpi df i rr> . h-i rrh-nrny^surr?
? ^ a l Q a - t a l k l u r i n g t h e u n s u s p e c t i n g i n t o p u r c h a s e o f
s h o d d y s u b s t a n d a r d m e r c h a n d i z e , b u t i s t h e - t r u t h s t r a i <
f r © r G o d A l m i g h t y w h o h a s p l a c e d H i s s e a l o f a o n r o v a l
u p o n t h e i n fi n i t e w o r t h o f t h e W o r d a b o u t C h r i s t a n d i t

' H i m c u r c i fi e d . L i k e P a u l w e a r e " n o t a s h a m e d o f t h e
g o s n e l , f o r i t i s t h e p g ^ e r o f G o d f o r s a l v a t i o n t o
e v e r y o n e v ; h o b e l i e V e s v - t o t h e J e w fi r s t a n d a l s o t o
t h n r . - r o n V . ( R o n . 1 : 1 6 ) "

XI He causes the growth. VJe are here for a church grow'
s e m i n a r . O u r p u r p o s e i n K o r e a i s t h e p l a n t i n g a n d
n u r t u r e o f t h e c h u r c h o f t h e L i v i n g G o d . I m p o r t a n t a s
s t u d y o f t h e p r o c e s s e s a n d m e t h o d s o f t h e g r o v / t h o f
God's Kiggdom may be, we remember that grov/ th is causei
; b y t h e L o r d o f t h e h a r v e s t . H e w h o c a l l s t h e s o w e r ,
a n d p r o v i d e s t h e s e e d , w i l l c a u s e t h e a r o v r t h . > . e a r e
nothing but God's workmen...as Paul pu^'^^^^^'V-hat then
i . 5 A p o i d t o s ? A n d w h a t i s P a u l / S e r v a n t s t h r o u g h w l i o r v o i
b e l i Q v e d , e v e n a s t h e L o r d g a v e o o o o r t u n i t y t o e a c h
one. I planted. Aoollos watered, but God was rXyslnrr
t h e o r o w t h . S o t h e n n e i t h e r t h e o n e w h o p l a n t s n o r t h (
o n e w h o w a t e r s i s a n v t l i i n o . b u t G o d v ; h o c a u s e s t h e
g r o w t h . " ( I C o r . 3 : 4 - 7 ) .

W h o i s a c S e n u a t e ? N o n e o f u s ! b u t t h a n k G o d f o r H i s
a c e q u a c y !

( o v e r )



G o d i s w o r k i n g H i s . p u r p o s e o u t A s y e a r s u c c e e d s t o y e a r . . .Cod is v7orking Hi^urpose out. And the tir^e is drawing near;
Nearer and nearer dr^ the tin^e, The time that shall surely be,
When the earth shall ^e filled with the glory of Cod As the waters cover the sea

M a r c h w e f o r t h i n t h e s t r e n g t h o f G o d , W i t h t h e b a n n e r o f C h r i s t u n f u r l e d .
T h a t t h e l i g h t o f t h e g l o r i o u s g o s p e l o f t r u t h M a y s h i n e t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d .
F i g h t w e t h e fi g h t w i t h s o r r o w a n d s i n T o s e t t h e i r c a p t i v e s f r e e .
T h a t t h e e a r t h m a y b e fi l l e d w i t h t h e g l o r y o f C o d A s t h e w a t e r s c o v e r t h e s e a .

A l l w e c a n d o i s n o t h i n g w o r t h U n l e s s C o d b l e s s e s t h e d e e d
V a i n l y w e h o p e f o r t h e h a r v e s t - t i d e T i l l C o d g i v e s l i f e t o t h e s e e d ;
Y e t n e a r e r a n d n e a r e r d r a w s t h e t i m e T h e t i m e t h a t s h a l l s u r e l y b e
W h e n t h e e a r t h s h a l l b e fi l l e d w i t h t h e g l o r y o f C o d a s t h e w a t e r s c o v e r t h e s e a

V



S c r i n t u r e : I I C o r . 2 : 1 4 - 1 7

A psychiatrist night label ne as sone kind of freak v/hen I admit that I was struck
with the question Paul asks in II Cor. 2:16. 'h^o is adequate for these things?"
He would diagnose a ser ious case of infer ior i ty complex^, because that quest ion is
constantly echoed in my own experience when facing the expectations of Cod Himself,
o f t he chu rch wh i ch suppo r t s us , o f t hose who make ou r wo rk ass ignmen ts , and espec
ially of that vast multitude "out there" who expect the^^missionary somehow to eemeup with-bhe—an-swers—4^^fttieir needs, the snlntinos to,'"'l:heir problems, and^the^jalti-
m a t e q u e s t i o n o f t h e i r e t e r n a l d e s t i n y . " K T i o i s a d e q u a t e ? " »■

T t) a M 5 u-'

V 7 h o i s a d e q u a t e t o m a s t e r a d i f fi c u l t f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e ? W h o i s a d e q u a t e t o p r e a c h
m e s s a g e s t h a t w i t h c l a r i t y , l o g i c , a p p e a l , a n d f o r c e f u l n e s s p r o c l a i m t h e g o o d n e v ; s
o f J e s u s C h r i s t t o p e o p l e o f t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e a n d r e l i g i o n a n d w h o h a v e n o
b a c k g r o u n d o f B i b l i c a l k n o w l e d g e o r C h r i s t i a n t e a c h i n g s ? W h o i s a d e q u a t e t o c o p e
w i t h t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s o f c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h n a t i o n a l c h u r c h s t r u c t u r e s , o r w i t h t h e
h e a d a c h e s o f c o m m i t t e e a n d b o a r d a s s i g n m e n t s ? W h o i s a d e q u a t e t o l i v e a l i f e s t y l e
w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e s c o m p l e t e c o m m i t m e n t t o C h r i s t , e x h i b i t s t h e f r u i t s o f t h e S p i r i t
a n d a v o i d s a l l t h o s e c u l t u r a l f a u x - p a s o r s t u p i d s l i p s o f t h e t o n a u e w h i c h a n t a g o n
ize rather than attract the very people we want to win? Who is adequate tcv'Be the
s w e e t a r o m . a P a u l s p e a k s o f h e r e : " t h e s w e e t a r o m a o f t h e k n o w l e d g e o f H i m ? "

Wi l l iam. Barclay i l lumines Paul 's figure here, of the Roman Tr iumph, the procession
o f a v i c t o r i o u s g e n e r a l t h r o u g h t h e s t r e e t s o f R o m e . I t v / a s r e q u i r e d t h a t h e h a v e
been a successful field commander of a completely finished victor ious campaign a-
g a i n s t a f o r e i g n e n e m y . T h e o f fi c i a l o r d e r w a s a s f o l l o w s : T h e s t a t e o f fi c i a l s
a n d s e n a t e , t h e t r u m p e t e r s , t h e s p o i l s o f w a r , t h e w h i t e b u l l f o r s a c r i fi c e , t h e
wretched capt ives in chains about to be put into pr ison and probably executed, the
music ians wi th the i r ly res , and the pr ies ts swing ing the i r censers v^ i th the sweet -
smel l ing incense burn ing in them. F ina l ly came the genera l h imse l f in a char io t
drawn by four horses. He was clad in royal purple and held the ivory sceptre with
the Roman eagle at the top. Over his head a slave held the crown of Jupiter. He
was fol lowed by his fami ly and the arm.y wearing their decorat ions and shout ing
cr ies of t r iumph. The procession roved through cheer ing crowds for i t was a t remen
dous day which might happen only once in a lifetime. Paul sees "the conquering
Christ marching in triumph through the world, and himself in that conquering train.
It is a triumph which nothing can stop!"(Barclay 205) For the general and his vic
tor ious people, the sweet incense brought joy, but to the miserable caot ives doomed
to death i t was the smel l o f death. We, says Paul , are "a f ragrance of Chr is t to
Cod among those who are being saved, and among those who are oerishing; to the one
an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from l i fe to l i fe."

What a responsibility! V?ho can cope? VTho is worthy? VTho is sufficient? Who is
equal to such a calling? VJho is adequate? Surrounded by doctors of the Presbyteriar-Medical Center in Chunju, I often think of their awesome responsibilities when pre
scriptions or the turn of the scalpel can cu^fee death or life. How much greaterthe responsibility for all who deal with eternal issues of Heaven or Hell? Who is
a d e q u a t e ?

Our passage answers the question. We don't usually get the impression that Paul
su ffe red f rom an in fer io r i ty com.p lex . The reason l ies in h is abso lu te assurance
that God is adequate. As expressed in 2:14, leads us in His triumph in Christ,

manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.
Lest he be accursed of commending himself, Paul writes in 3:4-6: "And such confi
dence we have through Christ toward God. Not that ^ are adequate in ourselves to
consider anything as coming from ourselves, (HKk eur adequacy is from. God, who also

"s adequate as servants of a new covenant." Elsewhere the great missionary



wrote: "By the grace of Cod I ai" what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove
vain; but I labored even more than al l of them, yet not I , but the grace of God
w i t h m e . " ( I C o r . 1 5 ; 1 0 )

H o w d o e s C o d m . a k e u s a d e q u a t e ?

1 . He ca l ls us . . .not mere ly out o f darkness in to l igh t as He has ca l led a l l Chr is
t ians , bu t fo r spec ia l du ty. l - /hen He ca l l s He supp l ies the necessary qua l i fica t ions
whether i t be for Moses the abi l i ty to speak, for David the shepherd boy the abi l i ty
t o r u l e , o r f o r P a u l t o s a y : " I t h a n k C h r i s t J e s u s o u r L o r d , w h o h a s s t r e n g t h e n e d
m e , b e c a u s e H e c o n s i d e r e d m e f a i t h f u l , p u t t i n g m e i n t o s e r v i c e . " ( I T i m . 1 : 1 2 ) " A n d
H e h a s s a i d t o m e , ' M y g r a c e i s s u f fi c i e n t f o r y o u , f o r p o w e r i s p e r f e c t e d i n
w e a k n e s s . " ( I I C o r . 1 2 : 9 a )

2 . H e g i v e s u s a m e s s a g e . " W e a r e n o t l i k e m a n y , p e d d l i n g t h e w o r d o f C o d , b u t a s
from sincerity, but as from> God, we speak in Christ in the sight of Cod." Our mes
s a g e i s n o t l i k e t h a t o f t h o s e p e d d l e r s a l o n g t h e s t r e e t s a b o u t u s . . . s h r i l l , r a p i d -
fi r e , h i g h - p r e s s u r e s a l e s - t a l k l u r i n g t h e u n s u s p e c t i n g i n t o p u r c h a s e o f s h o d d y s u bstandard merchandize, but is the truth stip.ght fromi Cod Almighty who has placed His
s e a l o f a p p r o v a l u p o n t h e i n fi n i t e w o r t h o f t h e W o r d a b o u t C h r i s t a n d H i m c r u c i fi e d .
L i k e P a u l w e a r e " n o t a s h a m e d o f t h e g o s p e l , f o r i t i s t h e p o w e r o f C o d f o r s a l v a
t i o n t o e v e r y o n e w h o b e l i e v e s , t o t h e J e w fi r s t a n d a l s o t o t h e ' ^ r e e k . " ( R o m . . 1 : 1 6 )

3 . H e c a u s e s t h e g r o w t j ^ . V J e a r e h e r e f o r a c h u r c h g r o w t h s e m i n a r . O u r p u r p o s e i n
K o r e a i s t h e p l a n t i n g a n d n u r t u r e o f t h e c h u r c h o f t h e L i v i n g C o d . I m p o r t a n t a s
s t u d y o f t h e p r o c e s s e s a n d m e t h o d s o f t h e g r o v / t h o f C o d ' s K i n g d o m , m a y b e , w e r e m e m
b e r t h a t g r o w t h i s c a u s e d b y t h e L o r d o f t h e h a r v e s t . H e w h o c a l l s t h e s o w e r , a n d
p r o v i d e s t h e s e e d , w i l l c a u s e t h e g r o v / t h . W e a r e n o t h i n a b u t C o d ' s w o r k m e n . . . a s
P a u l a p u t i t : " W h a t t h e n i s A p o l l o s ? A n d w h a t i s P a u l ? S e r v a n t s t h r o u g h w h o m y o u
b e l i e v e d , e v e n a s t h e L o r d g a v e o p p o r t u n i t y t o e a c h o n e . I p l a n t e d , A p o l l o s v - ^ a t e r -
e d , b u t C o d w a s c a u s i n g t h e g r o w t h . S o t h e n n e i t h e r t h e o n e w h o p l a n t s n o r t h e
o n e w h o w a t e r s i s a n y t h i n g , b u t G o d w h o c a u s e s t h e g r o w t h . " ( I C o r . 3 : 4 - 7 )

Who is adequate? None o f us , bu t thank God fo r H is adequacy !

C o d i s w o r k i n g H i s p u r p o s e o u t A s y e a r s u c c e e d s t o y e a r. . .
G o d i s w o r k i n g H i s p u r p o s e o u t . A n d t h e t i m e i s d r a w i n g n e a r ;
N e a r e r a n d n e a r e r d r a w s t h e t i m e . T h e t i m e t h a t s h a l l s u r e l y b e ,
\^en the ear th sha l l be fi l led wi th the q lory o f Cod As the 'waters cover the sea.

T ^ ^ a r c h w e f o r t h i n t h e s t r e n g t h o f G o d , W i t h t h e b a n n e r o f C h r i s t u n f u r l e d .
T h a t t h e l i g h t o f t h e g l o r i o u s g o s p e l o f t r u t h M a y s h i n e t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d .
F i g h t w e t h e fi g h t w i t h s o r r o w a n d s i n To s e t t h e i r c a p t i v e s f r e e ,
T h a t t h e e a r t h m . a y b e fi l l e d w i t h t h e g l o r y o f C o d A s t h e w a t e r s c o v e r t h e s e a .

A l l w e c a n d o i s n o t h i n g w o r t h U n l e s s C o d b l e s s e s t h e d e e d
Va i n l y w e h o p e f o r t h e h a r v e s t - t i d e T i l l G o d g i v e s l i f e t o t h e s e e d ;
Yet nearer and nearer draws the time The time that shall surely be
t ' f h e n t h e e a r t h s h a l l b e fi l l e d w i t h t h e g l o r y o f G o d A s t h e v / a t e r s c o v e r t h e s e a .



t O 1 , 5 t ) \ 7 5' A C h r i s t i a n G i v e s - M ^ '
^

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : I T C o r . 8 : 1 - 7

Te x t : I I C o r . 8 : 5 " F i r s t t h e y g a v e t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e L o r d a n d t o u s b y t h e w i l l
^ F ~ G o d . "

What do the following have in common: a poor widow and a rich young ruler, Zaccheus
and Barnabas, a Jerusalem Pharisee and Annanins and Saphira? This sounds like a
good question for a quiz show, yet most of us will recognize that the New Testament
has something to say about each of these and their possessions.

Th is i s an appropr ia te sub jec t to cons ider r igh t a f te r Thanksg iv ing and jus t be fore
C h r i s t m a s . A t T h a n k s g i v i n g w e r e m i n d o u r s e l v e s o f G o d ' s g o o d n e s s , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r
ma te r ia l b less ings . A t Chr i s tmas we w i l l be th ink ing o f God 's g rea tes t g i f t as we l l
as exchanging g i f ts among ourse lves. Is there any bet ter t ime to th ink o f the best
use o f ou r possess ions , espec ia l l y inx re la t ion to g iv ing? Un l i ke pas to rs o f mos t
congregations, this preacher is not concerned at the low level of giving of his
hearers, but even missionar ies can become such "professional""g ivers as to forget
G o d ' s Wo r d t e l l i n g u s w h y a n d h o w a C h r i s t i a n g i v e s .

A s w e l e f t t h e S t a t e s a m o n t h a g o , c h u r c h e s w e r e c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n s t e w a r d s h i p , a
w o r d w e u s e t o d e s c r i b e w h a t w e a s c u s t o d i a n s d o w i t h w h a t G o d h a s l o a n e d u s . T h e
l a s t S u n d a y n i g h t i n O c t o b e r w e s a t i n o n a s t e w a r d s h i p m e e t i n g , w h e r e a c o m m i t t e e
o f t h e c h u r c h w a s p l a n n i n g i t s e v e r y m e m b e r c a n v a s s . We h e a r d s e n t i m e n t s r a n g i n g
f r o m t h e e x p e r i e n c e d i n s i g h t o f d o o r - t o - d o o r s a l e s m e n a s t o h o w t o e x t r a c t t h e
g r e a t e s t fi n a n c i a l y i e l d a l l t h e w a y t o g e n u i n e s p i r i t u a l i n s i g h t i n t o C h r i s t i a n
m o t i v a t i o n f o r j j c a i * g i v i n g .

V.J-
Jesus never owned any property, for He said: "The Son of Man does not have a place
to lay his head." He had no money, and once had to ask His disciples to find a
h e a d - t a x c o i n i n t h e m o u t h o f a fi s h . A p p a r s n t l y a l l H e o w n e d w e r e H i s s i m p l e
c l o t h e s . Ye t H e h a d p l e n t y t o s a y a b o u t p o s s e s s i o n s a n d t h e p r o p e r u s e o f t h e m .
"It has been said that a third of all the parables'^f Christ have to do with men
a n d t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n s . ' " ( E v a n s 11 2 )

/, .X

T h e e a r l y C h u r c h e x p e r i e n c e d s u c h o n e n e s s t h a t t h e y e v e n h e l d t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n s i n
c o m m o n . . . n o t a c o m m u n i s m w h e r e p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y f o r c i b l y b e c o m e s t a t e p r o p e r t y b u t
a recognition in practical form that as children of the same Father all shared in th
s a m e h o u s e h o l d o f f a i t h . T h i s s e e m s t o h a v e m e t a s p e c i a l n e e d t h a t t h a t t i m e ,
b u t w a s n o t c o n t i n u e d . N e v e r t h e l e s s a d e fi n i t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r o n e a n o t h e r ' s
m a t e r i a l n e e d s w i t h i n t h e t o t a l c h u r c h c o n t i n u e d t o r e s u l t i n s p e c i a l o f f e r i n g s a s
a s o r t o f i n t r a - c h u r c h a i d e x p r e s s i n g c o m m o n C h r i s t i a n l o v e .

/1.1^- ^'
T h e N e w Te s t a m e n t p i c t u r e s h o w s a v a r i a b l e p a t t e r n o f g i v i n g w i t h n o fi x e d p e r c e n
tages, or set do l lar 5 cents figured Jesus saw that love o f possess ions was such
a b a r r i e r t o a r i c h y o u n g r u l e r ' s s e a r c h f o r e t e r n a l l i f e , t h a t H e t o l d h i m t o s e l l
e v e r y t h i n g a n d g i v e 1 0 0 % t o t h e p o o r, y e t t h a t s a d y o u n g m a n g a v e z e r o . A P h a r i s e e
b o a s t e d i n p r a y e r : " I g i v e t i t h e s o f a l l t h a t I g e t " b u t t h i s 1 0 % w o n n o p r a i s e
f r o m J e s u s . Z a c c h e u s , a t a x - g a t h e r e r , s t i r r e d b y H i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d G u e s t , r e s o l v e d
t o r e c t i f y h i s s o r r y l i f e a n d r e s t o r e h i s i l l - g o t t e n g a i n s f o u r f o l d a n d g i v e 5 0 %
o f a l l h e h a d t o t h e p o o r. A p o o r w i d o w g a v e 1 0 0 % o f a l l s h e h a d , t w o m i t e s w o r t h
t o g e t h e r a b o u t o n e w o n , y e t e a r n e d e t e r n a l f a m e . A n n a n i a s a n d S a p h i r a s o l d l a n d
a n d g a v e p a r t t o t h e c h u r c h . O b v i o u s l y t h e y t h o u g h t t h e s u m l a r g e e n o u g h t o f o o l
e v e r y b o d y, m a y b e 7 5 % . B u t t h e i r s e l fi s h n e s s a n d d e c e i t a n d d e s i r e f o r p u b l i c a p
p l a u s e e x a c t e d a d r e a d f u l p e n a l t y. B a r n a b a s h a d a l s o d o n a t e d 1 0 0 % o f t h e p r o c e e d s
o f a l a n d s a l e o u t o f p u r e u n s e l fi s h n e s s a n d g e n u i n e g e n e r o s i t y a n d C h r i s t i a n l o v e
w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e f e l l o w s h i p a n d s p i r i t u a l p o w e r o f t h e c h u r c h .

U n l i k e i n c o m e t a x e s , C h r i s t i a n l i b e r a l i t y i s n o t a m a t t e r o f l e g i s l a t i o n b u t o f t h e
h e a r t . Ye t c e r t a i n g r e a t f u n d a m e n t a l s a r e t a u g h t i n S c r i p t u r e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e



Lordship of God over His creatmon and man's position as caretalcer of God's property
T h e ' fi r s t t e m p t a t i o n o f m a n i n E d e n w a s t o c o n t e s t G o d ' s s u p r e m e a u t h o r i t y, , . H i s
K i n g s h i p , H i s o w n e r s h i p o f c r e a t i o n , H i s r i g h t t o m a k e t h e r u l e s . M a n ' s g r e a t e s t
s i n h a s a l w a y s b e e n t o a r r o g a t e t o h i m s e l f t h e r i g h t s a a d p r i v i l e g e s o f G o d . Yo u
remember the parab le o f the w icked husbandmen who bea t up the se rvan ts o f the owner
s e n t t o c o l l e c t h i s r i g h t f u l p a r t o f t h e f r u i t o f t h e v i n e y a r d . A s t h e y k i l l e d t h e
l a s t m e s s e n g e r, t h e B e l o v e d s o n o f t h e o w n e r, t h e y p l o t t e d a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s , " I f
w e k i l l t h e k e i r h e i r , t h e v i n e y a r d w i l l b e o u r s . " 5 ^

P o s s e s s i v e n e s s i s a s t r o n g i n s t i n c t . T h i s i s m y x l a n d , ^ h o u s e , b a n k a c c o u n t .
R u t G o d ' s W o r d s a y s , " N o t s o . A l l t h i n g s b e l o n g t o G o d , t h e C r e a t o r , t h e R u l e r , t h <
S u p r e m e A u t h o r i t y . H e e x p e c t s t h i s r e c o g n i t i o n . H o w m u c h t h e B i b l e , e s p e c i a l l y
t h e P s a l m s , p r o c l a i m s t h a t G o d i s s u p r e m e ! D e v o u t m a l e J e w s r e c i t e d e v e r y m o r n i n g
a n d e v e n i n g a s e t o f p a s s a g e s b e g i n n i n g , " H e a r 0 I s r a e l , t h e L o r d o u r G o d i s o n ' L o r e
remind ing themse lves o f H is Sovere ign ty. We canno t bu t somehow admi re the Mohamme-
d a n s w h o fi v e t i m e s a d a y h e e d t h e c a l l f r o m t h e m i n a r e t : " T h e r e i s n o G o d b u t A l
l a h a n d M o h a m m e d i s h i s p r o p h e t ! " " I f f r o m t h e p u l p i t , o r e l s e w h e r e , m e m b e r s o f
c h u r c h e s a r e h e a r i n g m u c h a b o u t t h e l o v e , g r a c e a n d c o m f o r t o f G o d , a n d l i t t l e a b o u i
t h e g r e a t n e s s , g l o r y , m a j e s t y , a n d a u t h o r i t y o f G o d , x H i i i t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g i f
t h e l i v e s o f m a n y a r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d m o r e b y s e l f - w i l l a n d s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s t h a n
b y h u m i l i t y a n d d e v o t i o n t o t h e w i l l o f G o d . " [ P a u l L i n d h o l m ) .

C-; -
T h e c o r o l l a r y t o t h i s g r e a t t r u t h t h a t " t h e e a r t h i s t h e L o d d ' s a n d t h e f u l l n e s s
t h e r e o f , t h e w o r l d a n d t h o s e w h o d w e l l t l Te r i n " i s m a n ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a s c a r e t a k e r ,
G o d c o m m a n d s : " B e f r u i t f u l a n d m u l t i p l y. " ! ^ t T Ta t i s , i m p r o v e a n d e n l a r g e G o d ' s a s s e t :
e n j o y t h e f r u i t o f t h e l a n d , r e n d e r d u e a c c o u n t o f w h a t w e h a v e d o n e w i t h G o d ' s i n
v e s t m e n t s . T h e m a r k o f t h e g o o d s t e w a r d i s t o b e f o u n d f a i t h f u l . U n l i k e a n y h u m a n
c a p i t a l i s t i n v e s t i n g f o r p e r s o n a l p r o fi t , G o d k e e p s p o u r i n g n e w b l e s s i n g s i n t o t h e
e c o n o m y, e x p e c t i n g y i e l d o n l y i n t e r m s o f h u m a n r e s p o n s i v e n e s s t o H i s L o r d s h i p .
O u r d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t y h a s p r o g r a m m e d u s t o b e l i t t l e t h e r i g h t s o f a S o v e r e i g n , y e t
G o d i s a S o v e r e i g n w h o m w e r e g a r d n o t w i t h t e r r o r b u t w i t h l o v e a n d g r a t i t u d e a n d
l o y a l t y . H o w m a n y i l l s w i t h i n a n d w i t h o u t h e C h u r c h s t e m f r o m f o r g e t t i n g t h i s ?

W i t h t h e s e f o u n d a t i o n p r i n c i p l e s i n m i n d , l o o k a t P a u l ' s w o r d s i n I T C o r . 8 - 9 . T h e
J e r u s a l e m c h u r c h w a s i n t e r r i b l e fi n a n c i a l p l i g h t . P a u l s p o n s o r e d a r e l i e f o f f e r
i n g a m o n g t h e w o r l d - c h u r e s t o a i d t h e m o t h e r c h u r c h , s o m e w h a t o f a r e v e r s a l o f t h e
m o d e r n p a t t e r n o f g i v i n g . T h i s i s t h e o n l y g e n e r a l o f f e r i n g m e n t i o n i n t h e N e w
Te s t a m e n t , a l t h o u g h w e k n o w t h a t t h e e a r l y c h u r c h d i d s u p p o r t t h e p o o r a n d p e r s e c u
t e d a n d w i d o w e d , a n d t h a t t h e P h i l i p p i a n c h u r c h s e n t g e n e r o u s g i f t s t o t h e A p o s t l e
i n h i s m i s s i o n a r y l a b o r s a n d a g a i n w h e n h e w a s a p r i s o n e r i n R o m e . N o w t h e A p o s t l e
o rgan i zed an a id p rog ram fo r t he Je rusa lem Church . He may have been a busy chu rch
planter, theologian and~"wri ter but he also was above reproach in his handl ing of
fi n a n c e s . T h r e e t i m e s h e c a l l s i t " t h i s g r a c i o u s w o r k " , s o m e t h i n g n o t e v e r y fi n a n
c i a l c a m p a i g n d i r e c t o r # c a n g e t a w a y w i t h . R a t h e r t h a n h a n d l e s t h e f u n d s p e r s o n a l l y
h e h a d a c o m m i t t e e o f " t h e b r e t h r e n " i n c l u d i n g w e l l - r e s p e c t e d T i t u s , a n d a f a m o u s
p r e a c h e r , a n d p o s s i b l y L u k e , t h e p h y s i c i a n . T h e r e w o u l d b e n o s c a n d a l , n o 2 m i l l i o i
d r a c h m a f o u l - u p i n P a u l ' s G E B ! L i s t e n : " W e i n t e n d t h a t n o o n e s h o u l d b l a m e u s a b o u i
t h i s l l T j e r a l g i f t w h i c h w e a r e a d m i n i s t e r i n g , f o r w e a i m a t w h a t i s h o n o r a b l e n o t
o n l y i n t h e L o r d ' s s i g h t b u t a l s o i n t h e s i g h t o f m e n . v P a u l c i t e s a t l e a s t fi v e
g e n e r a l t e a c h i n g s h e r e a b o u t C h r i s t i a n g i v i n g , j ■ ^ ^ - j U I i
1 . D e d i c a t i o n t o t h e L o r d . P a u l c i t e s t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e M a c e d o n i a n c h u r c h e s .
" F i r s t t h e y g a v e t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e L o r d a n d t o u s b y t h e w i l l o f G o d . " ( 8 : 5 ) O u r a t -
t i t u d e t o w a r d s p o s s e s s i o n s h a s t h i s d o c t r i n a l b a s i s : r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t w e o u r s e l v e s
b e l o n g t o t h e L o r d a n d h e n c e b e l o n g t o a l l o u r b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s w h o a l s o b e l o n g
t o H i m a s H i s c h i l d r e n . D r . L a u i s E v a n s c a l l s a l l m e t h o d s t o g e t s t i n g y p e o p l e t o
f u n c t i o n w i t h o u t t h i s c r e e d a l b a s i s m e r e " a r t i fi c i a l r e g u r g i t a t i o n . " H e t e l l s o f
a woman who came to a leading member of her church and community and said, "you kno\
w e h a v e t r i e d e v e r y s o r t o f t r i c k a n d m e a n s o f r a i s i n g m o n e y, b u t w e c a n ' t r a i s e o u i
b u d g e t . We h a v e h a d b a z a r s , m o c k w e d d i n g s , o f f e r e d m e m o r i a l s , g i v e n p a r t i e s a n d
dinners, and conducted raffles. (In Korea she would say, we had a poo-heung-whai).
None of these seem to work: what in the world can we try now?" The man replied,
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s m i l i n g l * y, " W h y d o n ' t y o u t r y r e l i g i o n ? " A l l g i v i n g s t a r t s w i t h t h e s u r r e n d e r o f
o u r s e l v e s , w h e n t h a fi i s d o n e t h e r e s t w i l l n a t u r a l l y f o l l o w . " F i r s t t h e v g a v e t h e T n =
';p1 ve«^yyirwB> tn thp t-nrd,_anH tn us..."

T h e g i f t w i t h o u t t h e g i v e r i s b a r e
W h o g i v e s h i m s e l f w i t h h i s a l m s f e e d s t h r e e . . .
H i m s e l f , h i s h u n g r y n e i g h b o r , a n d m e . J a m e s R u s s e l l L o w e l l . _ ,

2 . T h e e x a m p l e o f J e s u s C h r i s t . " F o r y o u k n o w t h e g r a c e o f o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t ,
t h a t t h o u g h h e w a s r i c h , y e t f o r y o u r s a k e h e b e c a m e p o o r , s o t h a t b y h i s p o v e r t y y o
m i g h t b e c o m e r i c h . " ( 8 : 9 J T h i s i s t h e g r e a t d o c t r i n e o f t h e I n c a r n a t i o n , t h e b e c o m
ing-man of God, ^er which we re jo ice at Chr istmas, excla iming wi th Paul the last
v e r s e o f t h i s p a s s a g e : " T h a n k s b e t o C o d f o r h i s i n e x p r e s s i b l e g i f t ! ( 9 : 1 5 ) I h o p e
y o u w i l l p a r d o n a p e r s o n a l i l l u s t r a t i o n . W h e n w e v i s i t i n c o u n t y r v i l l a g e s w e a r e
o f t e n i n t r o d u c e d w i t h d e e p a p p r e c i a t i o n b e c a u s e w e h a v e l e f t a w o n d e r f u l l a n d t o
v i s i t t hem, o r because , as l as t Sunday a f t e rnoon when we wen t f r om house t o house
in the wind and snow, we have gone to personal discomfort to honor them. Yet how
infinitely greater our awe of One of whom we sing:

M i l d He l ays H i s g l o r y by, bo rn t ha t man no more may d i e
B o r n t o r a i s e t h e s o n s o f e a r h h , b o r n t o g i v e t h e m s e c o n d b i r t h .

Th i s was the en r i ch ing wh ich Pau l means when he says tha t i n H i s pove r t y you have be
c o m e r i c h . . . r i c h i n t r e a s u r e s i m m e a s u r a b l e b y h u m a n s t a n d a r d s b u t w h i c h c a n b e a c k
n o w l e d g e d i n t h e s h a r i n g o f m a t e r i a l p o s s e s s i o n s o u t o f g e n u i n e l o v e l i k e C h r i s t ^ s .

5 . G o d E q u a l i z a t i o n p l a n . I C o r . 8 : 1 3 - 1 4 . " I d o n o t m e a n t h a t o t h e r s s h o u l d b e
eased ana you burdened, but that as a matter of equality your abundance at the pres-

" e n t t i m e s h o u l d s u p p l y t h e i r w a n t , s o t h a t t h e i r A b u n d a n c e m a y s u p p l y y o u r w a n t ,
t h a t t h e r e m a y b e e q u a l i t y. ' " ' T h e c o m m u n i s t s h a v e a n e q u a l i z a t i o n p l a n , o r c l a i m t o ,
S o m e o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s t n a t w e k n o w o f h a v e t h e m t o o . H e r e i s G o d ' s . T h e C o r i n
t h i a n c h u r c h o w e d m u c h t o t h e m o t h e r c h u r c h i n J e r u a i l e m * ] N o w i t i s t i m e f o r a r e
verse flow of a differht kind of aid. Rarely points out that Paul is reminding us
that life has a strange way of evening rning^^up. If Paul were living today with
t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s o f m o d e r n c h u r c h l i f e a n d fi n a n c e , h e p r o b a b l y w o u l d h a v e e x p a n d e d
o n t h e p r a c t i c a l r e a l i t i e s a n d n e c e s s i t y f o r e a c h p a r t o f t h e b o d y o f C h r i s t c o n t r i

b u t i n g w h a t i s l a c k i n g i n o t h e r p a r t s , n o t o n l y i n t e r m s o f m a t e r i a l a i d b u t o f
l i f e i t s e l f . T h e o t h e r d a y a t a m e e t i n g o f c o u n t r y e v a n g e l i s t s , t h e y w a n t e d m e t o
t e l l t h e m a b o u t p i o n e e r c h u r c h w o r k i n t h e S t a t e s t h e s e d a y s . ^ T h e o n l y r e a l b l i t z
o f c h u r c h s t a r t i n g T c o u l d t h i n k o f a r e K o r e a n c h u r c h e s . . . t h r e e i n A t l a n t a , t h e
b igges t i n Co lumbus , Ga . where a Honam g radua te i s pas to r, one w i th 45 cha r te r mem
b e r s i n M i a m i o f w h o m h a l f h o l d d o c t o r ' s d e g r e e s , 6 0 o r s o i n t h e L o s A n g e l e s a r e a
. . . h u n d r e d s p r o l i f e r a t i n g o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . M a y b e t h e s p i r i t u a l b l e s s i n g s a r e b e i n g
s h a r e d i n t h e o t h e r d i r e c t i o n i n o u r t i m e . . . G o d ' s e q u a l i z a t i o n p l a n a t w o r k .

O u r f e a r s , o u r h o p e s , o u r a i m s a r e o n e
O u r c o m f o r t s , a n d o u r c a r e s .

4 . Ch r i s t i an g i v i ng / i s chee r fu l g i v i ng . Obv ious l y Pua l was hav ing to p rod th i s
wi l l ingness at Cor in th ! Not unusual for church leaders to have to do such a th ing!
A p p a r e n t l y t h e i n i t i a l i d e a f o r t h i s o f f e r i n g c a m e f r o m C o r i n t h b u t p l a n s h a d b e e n
i n t e r r u p t e d . P a u l w r i t e s t h a t h e i s s e n d i n g h i s c o m m i t t e e s o t h a t n e i t h e r h e n o r
t h e c h u r c h w o u l d l o s e f a c e f o r n o t fi n i s h i n g t h e c a m p a i g n . T h e y s h o u l d h a v e t h e
g i f t i n h a n d w h e n h e a r r i v e s , s o t h a t i t w i l l n o t b e g i v e n a s a n e x a c t i o n b u t a s a
w i l l i n g g i f t . " P r o b a b l y w e m i s s i o n a r i e s a r e t e s t e d a t t h i s p o i n t m o r e t h a n a n y
o t h e r i n t h e m a t t e r o f g i v i n g . I m u s t c o n f e s s t h a t w i t h m e i t i s o f t e n m o r e t h a n

e x a c t i o n , i t i s a n e x t r a c t i o n . S o o f t e n w e a r e p u t u n d e r p r e s s u r e s , o r s h a m e d ,
o r h e l d u p a s a n e x a m p l e , o r m a n u e v e r e d i n t o a fi n a n c i a l c o v e r u p o f t h e s h o r t c o m i n g s
o f o t h e r s . . . s o t h a t o u r g i v i n g i s a n y t h i n g b u t c h e e r f u l . H o w w e n e e d t o p r a y f o r
( 1 ) c o r r e c t a s s e s s m e n t o f r e a l n e e d s d e s e r v i n g h e l p , ( 2 ) w i s d o m i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e
s i z e a n d c h a n n e l i n g o f g i f t s , ( 3 ) f o r r e s p o n s b i B i t y h e l p i n g o t h e r s r e c o g n i z e s t e w a r d
sh ip respons ib i l i t i es , fo r (4 ) humi l i t y when pro fuse thanks a re heaped upon us . Th i
l a t t e r i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e w h e n w e r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e g i f t s w e d i s t r i b u t e a r e o f t e n
n o t r e a l l y o u r o w n b u t a r e t h e g i f t s o f o t h e r s t r a n s m i t t e d t h r o u g h o u r h a n d s . D r .
E v a n s r e m i n d s u s t h a t s e l fi s h n e s s c a n b e c a l l e d a " r e s p e c t a b l e s i n . " " H a v e y o u e v e r
thought of the fact that people who are stingy and covetous and classified with the
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w o r s - t s o r t o f p e o p l e ? " I n I C o r . 6 : 9 P a u l w r o t e : " D o n o t b e d e c i e v e d , n e i t h e r t h e
i m m o r a l , n o r i d o l a t e r s , n o r a d u l t e r e r s , n o r h o m o s e x u a l s , n o r t h i e v e s , n o r t h e g r e e d y
no r d runka rds , no r rev i l e rs , no r robbers w i l l i nhe r i t t he k ingdom o f Go^ D id you
every real ize that singy people are ranked with the immoral and unrighteous? (Evans
1 2 2 ) , H o w d i f f e r e n t t h e " w i l l i n g g i f t . " G o d l o v e s a c h e e r f u l g i v e r ,

5 . G o d w i l l f j p c o d d e e v e r y b l e s s i n g . H e w i l l r e w a r d . " H e w h o s o w s s p a r i n g l y w i l l
a l s o r e a p s p a r i n g l y , a n d h e w h o s o w s b o u n t i f u l l y w i l l a l s o r e a p b o u n t i f u l l y . ( 9 : 6 )
"And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abudance so that you may al
ways have enougn ot everything and may provide in abundance for every good work.
(9:8). "he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and mul-
t i p l y y p u r r e s o u r c e s a n d i n c r e a s e t h e h a r v e s t o f y o u r r i g h t e o u n e s s . , Yo u w i l l b eenriched in every way for great generosity, which through us will produce thanks
giving tn God. (^:10-11} Make no mistake, rewards are promised in Scripture..not
necessar i ly mater ia l rewards, but rewards nevertheless. The Creator God who sustain
a n d r e p l e n i s h e s a l l w i l l p r o v i d e w h a t i s l a c k i n g f o r h i s s a i n t s w h o l a b o r w i t h j o y
and cheerful ly share God's bounty wi th others. ^Look at the ear ly church. They had
g r e a t p o w e r . F i l l e d w i t h t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t , e x c i t e d b y t h e f a c t o f t h e r e s u r r e c -
t i o n , f u l l o f H i s H o l y S p i r i t . T h e y h a d p o w e r. B u t r e a d A c t s 4 : 3 2 - 3 3 . " T h e y h a d
everything in common and with great power the apostles gave their testimony!" Part
o f t n e p o w e r w a s b e c a u s e p o s s e s s i o n s w e r e n o p r o b l e m , n o c a a s e o f c o n t e n t i o n , b u t
used as God i n tended t hem to be used : t o exp ress l ove f o r God and f o r one ano the r.

C o n c l u s i o n . D r . P a u l L i n d h o l m t e l l s t h i s s t o r y : T n A f r i c a a , f a m i l y e n t e r t a i n e d a
very promind^ person. When the guest arrived he was welcome^with many polite wordsand gestures*. The mother in the home had prepared a chicken for dinner. When it
w a s t i m e t o e a t , t h e f a t h e r s a i d t o t h e v i s i t o r , " O u r h o n o r e d g u e s t , i t i s c u s t o m
ary for my wife and me to eat the breatt of the chicken. We wil l need to do that
n o w a s u s u a l . O u r t w o b o y s , w h o a r e g r o w i n g f a s t , m u s t h a v e t h e l e g s , a n d w e a l w a y s
give the wings to our daughters, but for you, our honored guest, we have the feet
a n d h e a d o f t h e c h i c k e n ! " O n c e , " s a i d L i n d h o l m , " W h e n I h a d t o l d t h a t s t o r y I a s k e d
the congregat ion i f any th ing o f tha t sor t cou ld happen in the i r count ry. There was
a l o u d r e s p o n s e i n c h o r s s , ' N o - o - o ! " O u r b e s t i s n o t g o o d e n o u g h !

E v a n s : " W e w e r e a l l b o r n w i t h o u r h a n d s c l o s e d i n t o fi s t s ; o n l y w h e l ) w e a r e b o r n
aga in can we l ea rn t o open them. " The mos t common ly used bened i c t i on comes f rom
the end o f th is ep is t le and beg ins . , . "The grace o f our Lord Jesus Chr is tV. . tha t
grace by which He who was rich, for our sakes became poor, nnly as men give themselves to Him^as He gave Himself for us can we know th true joy and power of citi
zenry in his Kingdom. "First they gave themselves to the Lord, and to us by thew i l l o f G o d . " ( n a h H J P A U a j
1 . D e d i c a t i o n t o t h e L o r d , - > J : l
2 . E x a m p l e o f J e s u s C h r i s t .
3 . G o d ' s e q u a l i z a t i o n p l a n , ' h ' J ^ ®
4. Chrtstian giving is cheerfll giving. ' —-1;^ m 7-1
5 . G o d w i l l p r o v i d e e v e r y n e e d e d b l e s s i n g . j z
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T e x t : I I C o r . 1 1 : 2 6 . " O n f r e q u e n t j o u r n e y s , i n d a n g e r f r o m r i v e r s , d a n g e r f r o m
r o b b e r s , d a n g e r f r o m m y o w n p e o p l e , d a n g e r f r o m G e n t i l e s , d a n g e r i n t h e c i t y ,
d a n g e r i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s , d a n g e r a t s e a , d a n g e r f r o m f a l s e b r e t h r e n . "

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g . I I C o r . 1 1 : 2 1 - 2 9 . ^

" I n . To u r n e y i n g s o f t e n " i . s - - h ^ - w T T Te K i n g J a m e s V e r s i o n t r a n s l a t e s t h e o p e n i n g p h a a s e
of II Cor. 11:26,4,©T aT' in the RSV: "On frequent journeys, in danger from rivers,

d a n g e r f r o m r o b b e r s , d a n g e r f r o m m y o w n p e o p l e , d a n g e r f r o m G e n t i l e s , d a n g e r i n
t h e c i t y , d a n g e r i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s , d a n g e r a t s e a , d a n g e r f r o m f a l s e b r e t h r e n . '
H o w a p t a d e s c r i p t i o n o f m i s s i o n a r y l i f e m o s t o f t h e t i m e ! P a u l t h e m i s s i o n a r y
s e t a p r e c e d e n t f o l l o w e d d o w n t h e c e n t u r i e s b y a h o s t o f i m i t a t o r s : t h e n o t a b l e
" w a n d e r e r s f o r C ^ h r i s t " w h o l e f t I r e l a n d d u r i n g t h e D a r k A g e s a n d f a n n e d o u t
o v e r a l l o f E u r o p e ; h n m ' f a c e t h e A p o s t l e o f G e r m a n y ; A 1 o p e n . m i s s i o n a r y t o t h e
c o u r t o f C h i n a i n t h e 7 t h c e n t u r y ; W i l f r e d G c o n J l fi J 1 t o L a b r a d o r , Z a v i e r t o J a p a n ,
T a y l o r t o I n l a n d C h i n a f L i v i n g s t o n e x p l o r i n g t h e h e a r t o f A f r i c a , a n d s o o n .

M a n y o f u s h e r e h a v e c i t h e r j u s t fi n i s h e d a l o n g j o u r n e y o r c o n t e m . p l a t e o n e i n
t h e n e a r f u t u r e , o r p l a n o n e i n a y e a r o r s o . W i t h t h e s u m m e r v a c a t i o n s e a s o n
u p o n u s i t i s w e 11 - n i g h i & - - i m p o s s i b 1 e t o k e e p t r a c k o f t h e w h e r e a b o u t s o f e a c h o n e
of even our l imi ted number of people r ight here. Our work keep5us t ravel l ing.
In one recent period I made fairly long trips on 9 consecutive' days. The Apsstle
P a u l s e v e r a l t i m e s t e l l s o f b e i n g " s p e d o n h i s w a y " b u t h e k n e u ' n o t h i n g i n c o m p a r
i s o n w i t h o u r e r a o f m . e c h a n i z e d t r a f fi c , e x p r e s s w a v b u s s e s , a n d i n t e r - c n n t i n e n t a l
j e t s .

A s t r a v e l l e r s i n a t r a v e l l i n g a g e e n g a g e d i n a t r a v e l l i n g p r o f c s s i o n , t o p o n d e r
t h i s t e x t m a y n o t b e o u t o f o r d e r : " T n i o u r n e y i n g s o f t e n . " A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t
a l l o f u s a r e o n a c o n t i n u a l j o u r n e y f r o m t h e c r a d l e t o t h e £ _ r a v e . I h e s i t a t e
t o c a l l t h i s a " l o n r t r i p " b e c a u s e o f o t h e r m o d e r n c o n n o t a t i o n s o E t h e t e r m . B u t
t h a t i s w h a t w e a r e a l l o n , a n d t h e B i b l e f r e q u e n t l y r e m i n d s u s o f t h i s a n d u s e s
t h e fi g u r e o f s p e e c h o f t r a v . e l . o r p i 1 g r i m a a e . a s i t t e l l s u s w h p r p w e s t a r t e d ,
t h e d r j - . o n r s a n d p i t f a l l s a l o n g t h e w a y, t h e t r a n s i t o r y n a t u r e o f a n y a b o d e , t h e
g u i d a n c e a n d p r n t o r r i o n u p o n w h i c h w e m a y c o u n t , a n d o u r u l t i m a t e d e s t i n a t i o n .
. l u s t a b o u t a n e v e n 3 0 0 y e a r s a g o » To h n t n t h e B e d f o r d J a i l o f E n g l a n d w r o t e
h i s f a m o u s " P i l g r i m ' s P r o g r e s s , " p r o b a b l y t h e b e s t s e l l e r i n t h e E n g l i s h l a n g u g g e
o u t s i d e o f t h e B i b l e , u s i n g t h e t h e m g o f t r a v e l a s a n a l l e g o r y o f t h e C h y t s t i a n l i f e

" I j l i o u r n e y i n g s o f t e n - " To d a y w e a r e t a k i n g 3 f a m o u s t r a v e l l e r s i n t h e B i b l e a n d
l e a r n i n g f r o m t h e m l e s s o n s t o a p p l y a s w e t r a v e l t h e p a t h o f e a c h d a y a n d t h e
l a r g e r j o u r n e y o f l i f e i t s e l f . T h e . 3 1 h a v e s e l e c t e d a r c j l h x a h j L n i , a n d J l i i L l .
B y p a s s i n g a l l t h e o t h e r g r e a t l e s s o n s t o b e l e a r n e d f r o m t h e m , f r o m A b r a h a m w e
l a a r n o f c o m m i t m e n t t o G o d , f r o m M o s e s o f d e p e n d e n c e u p o n G o d , f r o m P a u l s t e w a r d -
s h j p u n d e r G o d .

1. Abraham. Here is an ancient migrant who left Hr of the Chaldees, near the upper
end of the Persian Gulf , and travel led with his father Haran up the River Euphra
tes to Ilarnfl^in what is now nortiiern Syria. After settling there for some time the
o l d f a t h e r d i e d , a n d t h e L o r d s a i d t o . A b r a m : " G o f r o m y o u r c o u n t r y a n d y o u r k i n d r e d
a n d y o u r f a t h e r ' s h o u s e t o t h e l a n d t h a t I w i l T ~ s h o w y o u . A n d I w i l l b l e s s y o u ,
a n d m a k e y o u r n a m e g r e a t , s o t h a t y o u w i l l b e a b l e s s i n g . I w i l l b l e s s t h o s e w h o
b l e s s y o u , a n d h i m w h o c u r s e s y o u T w i l l c u r s e ; a n d b y y o u a l l t h e f a m i l i e s o f t h e
e a r t h w i l l M e s s t h e m s e l v e s . " ( G e n . 1 2 : 1 - 5 ) . S o A b r a m w i l x u ( v s . 4 ) a n d " s e t f o r t h
t o g o t o t h e l a n d o f C a n a a n ? ( v s . 5 ) . L a t e r h e j o u r n e y e d o n " s t i l l g o i n g t o w a r d
the Negeb" (vs. 9) the deeilate region south of the Dead Sea. Becap^e of a famine
fie "went down to Egypt "(vs. 10). Later he went back to the Negeb (13:1) and to
Bethel (13:3). Once when his nephew I,ot was kidnapped by raiding tr ibal kings.
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A b r a h a m g a v e c h a s e a s f a r a s D a m a s c u s a n d r e s c u e d t h e m . W e h e a r o f t h i s n o m a d
m o v i n g c o n s t a n t l y b a c k a n d f o r t h f r o m c e n t r a l P a l e s t i n e t o t h e N e g e b ( 2 0 : 1 ) a n d
t o t h e l a n d o f t h e P h i l i s t i n e s ( 2 1 : 3 4 ) , n e v e r s e t t l i n g a n y w h e r e l o n g e n o u g h t o
c a l l i t h o m e .

A b r a h a m w a s a m a n t o t a l l y c o j n m i - t - t - e d t o O o d a n d w h a t e v e r l e a d i n g t h e L o r d g a v e h i m .
I t w a s t h i s f a j L L h . \ \ r h i c h e a r n e d h i m a p r o m i n e n t p l a c e i n t h e r o l l o f m e n o f f a i t h
i n H e b . 1 1 . " B y f a i t h A b r a h a m o b e y e d w h e n h e w a s c a l l e d t o g o o u t t o a p l a c e
w h i c h h e w a s t o r e c e i v e a s a n i n h e r i t a n c e a n d h e w e n t o u t , N O T K N O W T N r ; W H E R E i ! E
W A S G O n o . B y f a i t h h e s o j o u r n e d i n t h e l a n d o f p r o m i s e , a s i n a f o r e i g n l a n d ,
l i v i n g i n t e n t s w i t h I s a a c a n d J a c o b , h e i r s w i t h h i m o f t h e s a m e p r o m i e c . F o r
h e l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o T H E C I T Y W I I I C I ! H A S F O U N D A T I O N S w h o s e b u i l d e r a n d m a k e r i s
G o d ( 1 1 : 8 - 1 0 ) .

H e r e w a s a m a n " n o t k n o w i n g w h e r e h e w a s t o g o . " I s n ' t t h a t t r u e o f m u c h o f l i f e .
W e s e t o u r g o a l s , w e m a k e o u r r 1 a n s . b u t r e a l l y w e n e v e r k n o w w h a t a d a y w i l l
b r i n g f o r t h w h e n w e r i s e i n t h e m o r n i n g , l e t a l o n e t h e m o n t h s a n d y e a r s a h e a d .
Abraham accepted God's promise of a fjrLiire__J-a n d , a rre.i t f ami 1 v . manv hlessintrs .
H e f ^ n i i l d n n t g e e t h e m , b u t h e t o t a l l y c o m m i t t e d h i m s e l f i n f a i t h t o G o d . K X K S

MXXXXSXHifXKi5XXKS«KXKX2Si!SXX»X)J Fven when Abraham reached the land of promise, the
r e c o r d d i s t i n c t l y s t a t e s t h a t h e . l i v e d i n t e n t s . Y e t w h i l e i n t h i s m o s t t . c m . p o r a r > '
a n d i n s c c u n e o f a l l h o u s i n g h i s f a i t h a l l o w e d h i m t o l o o k a h e a d " t o t h e c i t y w h i c h
has foundations." A tent is tnmnn-rnrv , but foirdations are permanent and to' b am syaho 1 i z ed the end of the journey...a city whose builder and maker is God.
I t was th is commi tment to Scad a God, w i th purposes he cou ld no t a lways see, w i th
^op^r. ruc t i pD^ h lu^pr i r i t , ^ ye t to be un fo lded , w l i i ch mad<t Abraham the g rea t t rave l le r

^ could not a lways kj iow God's road-map b ut h_e knew God had a map_ with the route
T a n d t h e d e s t i n a t i o n c a r e f u 1 1 y m a r k e d . '

G o d w a n t s u s t r a v e l l e r s t o h a v e t h i s s a m e c o m m i t m e n t t o H i m f o r t h e j o u r n e y s o f
this day andythe course of this life...all to he pinrnd in Uic: hnnrlg He has
prom 1 sQj i for us just as He had for Abraham.. These promises come true in unex
pec ted i vays bu t they a re the re each day fo r whoever commi t s h i s pa th to the
L o r d i n f a i t h ,

" C o m m i t y o u r w a y s t o t h e L o r d ,
T r u s t i n h i m , a n d h e w i l l a c t . " P s . 3 7 : 5 .

2 . M o s e s t e a c h e s u s u j To n G o d a l o n g e a c h d a y o f l i f e ' s j o u r n e y . H i s
t rave l s were no t as ex tens i ve as those o f .V^ rabam o r J l i u i l , and he was no t a l l owed
t o e n t e r t h e u l t i m a t e g o a l o f h i s p i l g r i m a g e , t h e P r o m i s e d L a n d . B o r n o f H e b r e w

^lave parents in Egypt, raised in r^aroah's paiace, Moses at 40 had to flee because
o f h i s c i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i t i e s i n b e h a l f o f t h e b a d l y m i s t r e a t e d H e b r e w m i n o r i t y.
F o r 4 0 x s a m o r e y e a r s h e t e n d e d s h e e p i n M i d i a n i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s o f E a s t e r n
S i n a i . C o m m i s s i o n e d o f G o d t o d e l i v e r t h e H e b r e w s , h e r e t u r n e d t o l e a d t h e m
o u t o f E g y p t , a c r o s s t h e R e d S e a , a n d i n t o t h e S i n a i d e s e r t . H e r e h e l e d t h e m
cont inuously from place to place around S the Sinai peninsula in that vast and
fnrh iHdinp wi lderness.as God led h im. He d id th is for another 40 years.

Enu 1 ' s \Nfords in our text are probably more true of f '^oses than thev were even of
Paul h imsel f . "On f rOQ- iLg^ t 1 o u r n e v s . dan e r f rom r ivers , danger f rom robbers .
d^n^cr fr^ jny p_oon 1 e . danger from Gent i 1 cs . cLoilrjClx In the, city, danger^in
tJLe wi 1 dernoss, danger a_t sea. danger from false brclihr en. " He started out pur-
s u c d by the angry E gyp t i.an army. There was the terrifying escape through the
Xed Soa. Total absence in of water in some places, or low suppl ies of food,
threatoned to anniSiilate his people, and they rose in rebel 1 inn time and again.
Hostile maraudi ng hands had to be dealt with. Fni demi rs swept through the
camp. There was always the un rert n i n nrospect before them of entering and con
quering the Promised Land. The disc^ouragemcnts. fears, doubts, pressures, anxie-



; L i _ e . s . p h v < ; i c a l e x h a u s t i o n . a n d t e m p t a t i o n s w h i c h b e s e t t h i s l o n e l y m a n ^ f o s e s
could never have been met unless he was dm' 1 v_ dependent upon ^od to care for
h i s n e e d s . H e w a s b e s e t b y a l l t h e c h a r a c t e r s i n P . i l g r i m ' s P r o g r e s s s u c h
as Oba t i_na te , i s t rus t , Tim_orou j , P i scon ten j , Se l_F-conce i t , Supers t i ^on ,

MjiXiX.e , Lp-v.g. - 1 lus-t, H o 1 d -1 h^- world and all the others. lie "passed through
the Slough of Despond, U])._the^Hi LI _jx£-Jlj_££i.c-H4-ty, through the Vaj^bey of
H i i m i 1 i a t i O P . b y Va n i t - V - f a j j . t h e Va l l e y ^ a £ t h e . S h a d o w. H e r e w a s C h r i s t i a n ' s
a t t i t u d e a t t h e H i l l s f D i f fi c u l t y :

"I beheli then that they all went on till they came to the foot of the
H i l l D i f fi c u l t y , a t t h e b o t t o m o f w h i c h w a s a s p r i n g . T h e r e w a s a l s o i n
t h e s a m e p l a c e t w o o t h e r w a y s , b e s i d e s t h a t w h i c h c a m e s t r a i g h t f r o m t h e g a t e ;
o n e t u r n e d t o t h e l e f t h a n d , a n d t h e o t h e r t o t h e r i g h t , a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e
h i l l ; bu^ j t h^e na r row way l ay r i gh t up , t hc h i 1 .1 , and t he name o f t ha t go ing up
t h e s i d e o f t h e h i l l i s c a l l e d D i f fi c u l t y . C h r i s t i a n n o w w e n t t o t h e s p r i n g ,
a n d d r a n k t h e r e o f t o r e f r e s h h i m s e l f , a n d t h e n b e g a n t o g o u p t h e h i l l , s a y i n g :

T h e h i l l , t h o u g h h i g h , T c o v e t t o a s c e n d ;
T h e d i f fi c u l t y w i l l n o t m e o f f e n d ,
F o r I p e r c e i v e t h e w a y o f l i f e l i e s h e r e .
C o m e , p l u c k u p , h e a r t , l e t ' s n e i t h e r f a i n t n o r f e a r .
B e t t e r , t h o u g h d i f fi c u l t , t h e r i g h t w a y t o g o ,
T h a n w r o n g , t h o u g h e a s y , w h e r e t h e e n d i s w o e . " '

F o r M o s e s s t h e p _ i l . l a r o f ^ c l o u d , b y d a y a n d o f fi r ^ b y n i g h t , t h e d a i l y c o v e r
o f m j n j i a _ o n t h e g r o u n d , t h e w a t e r g u s h i n g f r o m a d e s e r t b o u l d e r , t h e v i c t o r y
w h i c h c a m e w h i l e h i s a r m s r e m a i n e d r a i s e d , t h e s ^ t h a t s t o o d s t i l l w h i l e h i s
people routed the enemy..^all these were visible ev^ denre of the Cod who was
p j o t O c t i n g a n d p r n v i _ d i p e o p l e . H e l e a r n e d a s d i d P a u l a n d a s c a n w e :

/ " M y g r a c e i s s u f fi c i e n t f o r y o u , f o r m y p t f ^ e r i s m a d e p e r f e c t i n w e a k n e s s . "
" T c a n d o a l l t h i n g s i n h i m w h o s t r e n g t h e n s m e . " " A n d m y G o d w i l l s u p p l y e v e r y
n e e d o f y o u r s a c c o r d i n g t o h i s r i c h e s i n g l o r y i n C h r i s t J e s u s . " T h e j o u r n e y
m a y b e l o n g a n d h a r d , b u t w e c a n c l a i m t h e s e a n d a l l t h e o t h e r p r o m i s e s o f
C o d ' s W o r d a s a l o n g w i t h M o s e s w e d e p e n d u p o n H i m .

" t a k e * y v i c c P i t1 the honors as the^^gsS5±S:^t^^tra ve 11 ec in the Bible. M k o a h r a h a m
h e w a s t o t a l l y c o m m i t t e d t o C o d f o r t h e c o u r s e o f h i s l i f e ; l i k e M o s e s h e
d e m o n s t r a t e d d e p e n d e n c e u p o n G o d f o r s u s t e n a n c e a l l t h e w a y . B u t a s a t r a v e l l e r
he di stingufj:hed himself by stewardship) under .nnd - - n^^k i rig the use of each
m o m e n t a n d e a c h e v e n t t o a c c o m p l i s h s o m e g a i n f o r t h e C o s n e l . T h e C h r i s t i a n
i x f R p i l g r i m a g e i s m o r e t h a n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e w i l l o f t h e L o r d , a c c e p t i n g

=^strength and protection from Him daij^y. l\'e are more than mer^_;^u^i s t s in Cod's
worldj^ there is work to be donex^^ives to be in f luenced'?^'oiri s to be saved,a n d P a u l n e v e r f o r g o t t h i s i n h i s ' ' t r a v e 1 s . ' '

Pau l ' s j ou rne / ^ys a re too we 11 - known to be rehearsed aga in he re . The * ! i d d 1 e
, A s i a M i n o r , P r o a c p , T t a 1 v . t h e i s i a n d s o f t h e M e d i t e r a n e a n a r e k n o w n

t o h a v e b e e n h i s p a r i s h . T s u s p e c t h e w a s t h e k i n d o f m a n v ; h o k n e w t h e b e s t
s t a g e - c o a c h e s . t h p s h i p p i n g s c h e d u l e s , t h e b e s t s e ^ s n n s f o r t r a v e l . W i t h h i s
e n e r g y a n d e d u c a t i o n a n d k e e n m i n d h e w o u l d h a v e b e e n n f a s c i n a t i n g t r a v e l l i n g
c o m p a n i o n , p o i n t i n g o u t p l a c e s o f i n t e r e s t a n d d i s c o u r s i n g o n m a t t e r s o f h i s
t o r y a n d l i t e r a t u r e a n d m y t h o l o g y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s u c h s p o t s . E v e n a s j i i p -
c a p t a i n o n o n e o c c a s i o n w a s w i l l i n g t o l i s t e n a s t h i s m i s s i o n a r y a d v i s e d h o w
t o s a i l t h e s h i p .

fCfb-rkY e t e v e r y i n c i d e n t o f F h t i l ' s t r a v e l s g a v e h i m a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e n d e r f s t e w a r d -
s h i p o f h i s t i m e . A t P h 1 1 i p p i s p e n d i n g t h e n i g h t i n j a i l , h e a n d h i s ' c o m p a n i o n s
w e r e s x ^ x a g p r a y i n g a n d s i g n i n g t h e p r a i s e s o f C o d , u l t i m a t e l y w i t n e s s i n g t o
t h e o t h e r p r i s o n e r s a n d t o t h e j a i l o r h i m s e l f . A t A t h e n s a t a s t r o l l u p t h e
A c r o p 4 3 i i s l i k e m i l l i o n s o f o t h e r s i g h t - s e e r s e x p o s e d h i m t o t h e p a g a n i d o l a t r yo f t h e p l a c e a n d h e w o u n d u p ? g i v i n g a d i s c o u r s e t o t h e s c h o l a r s o n t h e a l t a r

\-
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/to the unknown God. Shipwrecked on Val_ta and building up the fire b>y^,vhich
h e a n d h i s s h i p n a t o s w e r e d r y i n g t h e m s e l v e s o u t a v i p e r c a m e o u t a n d b i t h i m .
When they saw he was unha rmed , t he na t i ves were as ton i sed and l i s tened to
h i s G o s p e l , E v e r y o c c a s i o n w a s f o r P a u l t h e o p p ^ o r t u n i t v t o w i t n e s s , t o d e m o n
s t r a t e t h e p o w e r o f G o d , t o d r a w G o d ' s p e o p l e i n t o a f u l l e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f H i s p u r p o s e . E v e n d u r i n g t h e l o n g d a y s i n a h e s p o k e t o h i s
nuards of the eternal things of God and kept his ki*«^i^^mind busy composing let-
tcjus which to this day brinn God's people all over the woTT"?'^
I V h e r e v e r - w e a r e a n d w h a t e v e r t h e c o n d i t i o n s a r e , w e a r e i n t h a t s p o t b e c a u s e

^^Gnd plages US there.. He always gives us gAmPth-ing tn Ho for Him. The journey
s e e m s e a s i e r a n d t h e d i f fi c u l t i e s l e s s p r e s s i n g w h e n w e fi n d i n i t a l l s o m e t h i n g
t o d o f o r H i m . T h i s i s s t e w a r d s s h i p o f - t i m e , o f t a ^ ^ ^ r v ^ s , o f o p j ^ ^ o j ^ t u n i t i e s .
G o d d o e s n o t r e q u i r e t h a t w e b e b r i l l i a n t o r g r e a t , b u t h e d o e s r e q u i r e f a i t h
f u l n e s s o n t h e p a r t o f H i s s t e w a r d s . " O n e t h i n g I d o , f o r g e t t i n g w h a t l i e s

" T T ^ e h i n d a n d s t r a i n j t ^ i n g f o r w a r d t o w h a t l i e s a h e a d , T p r e s s o n t o w a r d t h e g o a l
f o r t h e p r i z e o f t h e u p w a r d c a l l o f G o d i n C h r i s t J e s u s . "

"Tn ■ i.ourneyings of tLcn . Abraham the traveler who shows us rnmmi ttment to
( l a d . ^ l a s £ . s t h e t r a v e l l e r w h o d e m o n s t r a t e s d e ^ p p e n d o n r o u n o n G o d . P a u 1 t h e
traveller who prac/)|t iced stewardnhrp under God.

I h a v e a f r i e n d n a m e d D e a c o n b e e a t t h e I n g y e C h u r c h i n S o o n c h a n g . H e i s
n o w t a 1 1 y b l i n d . A t t r a c t e d b y t h e s i n g i n g h e e n t e r e d a c h u r c h i n S e o u l
m n d h a s s i n c e b e c o m e a C h r i s t i a n , a d e a c o n i n t h i s l i t t l e p i o n e e r c h u r c h .
H e g a t h e r s t h e c j i i X d x e n o f t h e v i l l a g e a n d t e a c h e s t h e m t h e H i b l e , u s i n g a
B r a i l l e I U - h _ L e . w h i c h h e k n o w s h o w t o r e a d . H e r e c e n t l y a s k e d m e f o r a h y m n a 1 .
A l t h o u g h h e c a n ' t r e a d i t , h e w i l l h a v e s o m e o n e r e a d h i m t h e w o r d s a n d h e
v i l l p u n c h t h e m o u t i n 8 r a i l l e s o h e c a n t e a c h t h e c h i l d r e n h y m n s . H e o f t e n
j L a i k s t o t h e t h r e e m a i n s e r v i c e s a t t h e c h u r c h e a c h w e e k a r o u n d t r i p o f
] L 2 - - l u - L o m e . t i m e . T h e r o u g h t e r r a i n d o e s n o t b o t h e r h i m f o r h e c a nva 1 k]!^ a s'^su re - footed as most of us^ven in broad daylight, but the children
?omctim^^^,torment him with sticks and stones ancf^^ake it impossible to get tochurch'^ When I commiserated with him on these difficulties and the long
w a l k t o c h u r b h h i s r e p l y w a s a l m o s t p o e t i c i n i t s K o r e a n e x p r e s s i o n "
fi g u r e d i t a l l o u t ; i f i t i s 1 0 . 0 0 0 k i l n T n o t n r s t . o h e a y e n t i l e n . e n c h f * . I
go to cTiurch T am 12 kilos closer tji_h_eii.'vian!;?" Sure 1 y >1121 wisdom and
faith from this blind pilgrim, and not ji ba^d. phi_l_osoplLV for every Christian
travelling the highway of life'. '.';e can know that each day passed in commitment
to God, dependence upon God, and s tewardsh ip under God is the happy way to
bring us "12 kilo^ closer to our heaven 1 y

J A CJ.AA.-cd)
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L d , , 7 1 ^ A . . / i L , ^ , . J J A ^
UAAAA-y-iudjU ^ a uaJ1> ^ u^tAXi. jLuf XLu "

Father, l ead me day by day. Ever in Th ine own sweet way ;
Teach me to bo pure and t rue; Show me what I ought to do.

s a v e ;
W h e n i n d a n g e r, m a k e m e b r a v e , ^ ^ a k e m e k n o w t h a t T h o u c a n s t - ^

l 0 \ K e e p m e s a f e b y T h y d e a r s i d e ; m e i n T h y l o v e a b i d e .
U U^ W h e n T ' ^ ' m t e m p t e d t o d o w r o n g , M a k e m e s t e a d f a s t , w i s e ^ T i n d ^

A n d w h e n a l l a l o n e I s t a n d , S h i e l d m e w i t h T h y m i g h t y h a n d .
7̂ 5̂  0

^ ^ a y I d o t h e g o o d T k n o x ^ . S e r v i n g g l a d l y h e r e b e l o w .
T h e n a t l a s t g o h o m e t o T h e e , E v e r m o r e T h i n e o w n t o b e .
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