
A C A t v S o t n n a [ fi l l

Scr ipture Reading : Mt. 5": 13-16

T e x t ; M t . 5 ? 1 4 c i t y s e t o n a h i l l c a n n o t b e h i d . . . "

"A city set on a hill cannot be hid." These words have a special meaninrr for
mos t o f us , fo r we a re qu i te l i t e ra l l y "a c i t y se t on a h i l l . " Some may regre t
t h i s n n ' ; t i i r e . b u t t h e f a c t r e m a i n s , t h n t ' c ; w l i n r p w p a r p . I n m a n y w a y s w e a r e a
c i t y. We have tnwn and choose o ffic ia ls a l l the way f rom mayor Shaw to
s a n i t a t i o n e n . ^ i n e e r C h u n . O u r 3 - m a n ' ^ p r n - r i t - v f n r r p i s l e d b y t h e e v e r - a l e r t L e e .
We have nn miirt-bourse but plenty of would-be iudpes. We have no i j a i 1 , although
s n i d e r e m a r k s a b o u t a c e r t a i n r e d - b r i c k e d a n d b a r r e d e d i fi c e b e l o w u s a r e s o m e
t imes heard. We have a nn i n tn i nnnrp depar tment , a tmnspnr tn t1nn system, a com
mun i t y rnmPtn ry ^ and Opera te a As fo r pub l i c hna l th . . .we t r y to keep up
a s m a l l m e d i c a l c e n t e r ; Y e s i n d e e d , w e a r e a c i t y !

F u r t h e r m o r e w e a r e s e t o n a h i l l . T t i s r e c o r d e d t h a t o a r l v n i < ; c ; i n n a r i e s f e l t
that a sl ight elevation to escape the dank^^fes of the bottom land was necessary
to the i r hea l th . Not on ly so, but loca l onnos i t ion and susn ic j on made^ i t next
to imposs ib le to secure o ther proper ty. I have seen v i r tua l ly a lT^^miss ' ion s ta
t i o n s i n S o u t h K o r e a a n d P y e n e y a n c f i n t h e n o r t h , a n d t h i s w a s t r u e o f e v e r y o n e
o f t h e m . O n l y i n v e r y r e c e n t y e a r s h a v e c l i i c i x i £ J . t y a n d m o t o r i z o d t r a v e l m a d e
hi l ls ides popular for Korean housing. Thus, though not the first^c-ho- tee of some
o f u s , w e a r e i n d e e d " a c i t y s e t o n a h i l l . " ' " ' O ' - " " '

J e s u s s p o k e t h e s e w o r d s t o H i s c o m . m i t t e d f o l l o w e r s . H e w a s a l w a y s c o n s c i o u s o f
t h e c r o v / d s a n d o f t e n p r e a c h e d t o t h e m , b u t H e a l s o k n e w t h a t H i s m o s t e f f e c t i v e
m e t h o d o f b r i n g i n g b l e s s i n g t o t h e m u l t i t u d e s w a s t o c h a l l e n g e a n d t r a i n H i s d i s
c i p l e s fi r s t . T h i s c h a p t e r o p e n s w i t h t h e f a m i l i a r b o n t i t n H o g w h e r e J e s u s t a i i i g h t
t h e Q u a l i t y o f c i t i z e n s h i p I ^ e d e s i r e d i n H i s k i n g d o m . I n v e r s e s 1 3 - 1 7 H e s p o k e
o f t h e I n f f u e n c o . o f t h o s e c i t i z e n s . " Yo u a r e t h e s a l t o f t h e e a r t h . " " Yo u a r e
t h e l l f T h t o f t h e w o r l d . " " A c i t v . s e t o n a h i l l c a n n o t b e h i d . " C h a l l e n g i n g w o r d s
f o r t h e N e w Y e a r ! T h i s i s o n e o f t h e m o s t a w e s o m e . m o s t t e r r i F v i n p . m o s t h u m i l -
i a t i ri (T themes we can consider. How can any one of us begin to measure up to the
s t a n d a r d J e s u s s e t s f o r u s h e r e ? T h e m o r e w e m e d i t a t e o n t h e s e w o r d s , t h e m o r e
we want to nvni d them. They terrify our inner beings ,^'oi^r ronsr i enrea. and we
a lmos t w i sh Jesus had n j ye r spoken t hem! Ye t he re t hey a re , and t hey a re mean t
f o r t h o s e o f u s w h o h a v e c o m m i t t e d o u r l i v e s t o t h e L o r d o f t h i s K i n g d o m . T h r e e
expressions here^' '^3^b our attent ion fl 1 A ci ty set on a hi l l , 121 Salt of the
e a r t h , a n d r 3 1 T . i g h t o f t h e w o r l d .

rr!l A Citv set on a Hill Jesus chose this figure to point out the influence of
^ H i s f o l l o w e r s . " A . . c i t y s e t o n a h i l l c a n n o t b e h i d ? ' . ' H i s l i s t e n e r s c o u l d p i cture Jerusalem. built on mountain tops, and'^^vi^ ible, f.r<sR=-!a^^er . Countless pilgrim*

had glimpsed from afar her wa 11 s and towers and splendid public build^ins;. and
at night had seen the torches and bonfires along i-^yfamnarts. Perhaps as He
s p o k e , J e s u s c o u l d p o i n t t o o n e o f i n n u m e r a b l e P a l e s t i n i a n t o w n s w h e r e c e n t u r i e s
o f r e p e a t e d r e b u i l d i n g a f t e r t h e d e v a s t a t i o n o f w a r o r fi r e o r e a r t h q u a k e f o u n d
each o f t hem now loca ted on top o f a h i ah mound o f t he rubb le o f pas t ru ins .
E v e n a s m a l l e l e v a t i o n m a d e s u c h s e t t l e m e n t s c l e a r l y v i s i b l e f r o m a f a r . A n y t r a v
e l l e r c o u l d fi n d h i s w a y b y g l a n c i n g a t s u c h c o n s p i c u o u s I n n d - m n r k s . I n w a r
t i m e s u c h a c i t y w a s t o o v i s i b l e t o b e h i d o r r n m o u f 1 a a p d .

@ Jesus clearly expected His followers to be v i s i !•> 1 e. to be consnicunus . like a
c i t y s e t o n a h i l l . H e w a n t s u s t o b e o n e x h i b i t i n o r d e r t o e x e r t a n i n fl u e n c e
Q Q t ^ f o r ^ o u r s e l v e s ( a s u n f o r t u n a t e l y h a s o f t e n b e e n t h e c a s e w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h )
but, using the words at the end of the paragraph, in order to "|<;jL^;\ye g.lorv^ to ojir
F a t h e r j v h o ^ i a I n . h e a v e n . " D u r i n g t h e d a r k w i n t e r d a y s o f 1 0 S 0 - 5 1 . a l l C h u n i u
watched the home of Dr. and ^^rs. Linton (now occupied by the Chu family) to see
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i f t h e l i g h t s w e r e o n a t n i g h t . H o r d e s o f C h i n e s e a n d N o r t h K o r e a n r n n n ^ n n - i
t h r e a t e n e d t o e n g u l f C h u n j u a s e c o n d t i m e a s t h e y h a d d o n e e a r l y i n t h e w a r .
H v e r y o n e r e s p e c t e d t h e k n o w l e d g e a n d j u d g m e n t o f " T n - t o n " . . . a s l o n g a s h e s t a y e d ,
t h e l o c a l c i t i z e n r y k n e w i t w a s s a f e t o r e m a i n . H e d a r e d n o t t a k e a j e e p - r i d e
o u t s i d e t h e c i t y k n o w i n g t h o u s a n d s w o u l d fl e e i n n a n i r . R u t h i s h i l l - t o p l i g h t
a s s u r e d t h e c i t y t h a t a l l w a s w e l l , n o b o d y fl e d , a n d l a t e r t h e w h o l e c i t y c r e d i t
e d h i m w i t h s a v i n g t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n s w h i c h w o u l d h a v e b e e n 3 o o t e d i n a p a n i c e v a c
u a t i o n . T f e v e r j r a n y o n e i n t h i s " c i t y s e t o n a h i l l " h a d i n fl u e n c e f o r g o o d ,
t h e h i n t o n s d i d i n s a v i n g C h u n j u f r o m s u c h r a t a s t r n p l ^ o .

© O f c o u r s e J e s u s ' w o r d s a r e t m o f o r a l l C h r i s t i a n s v / h e t h e r l i t e r a l l y d w e l l i n g o n
a h i l l o r n o t . H e i n t e n d e d t h e m f o r t h e s t n r e k e e n e r . t h e s c h o o l t e a c h e r . t h e o f -
fice worker^, the farmer. the sold ier, the housewife. the pr isoner. . .no matter
where they'^'were. But since most of us happen to live on a hill where we are open
t o c o n s t a n t s c r u t i n y , w e c a n t a k e t h e s e w o r d s t o h e a r t w i t h a d d e d s i g n i fi c a n c e .
F o r t h e m o m e n t l e t u s e x c l u d e t h e c t i I t u r a 1 d j f f p r p n r p < ; w h i c h m a k e u s a c u r i o s i t y
i n i n n u m e r a b l e w a y s , a n d c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e f a c t t h a t o u r n e i g h b o r s k n o w t h a t w e
a r e a C h r j < ; t i a n r o m m i i n i t v a n d w e c a n n o t b e h i d . E v e r y t h i n g a b o u t u s i s s u b j e c t
to the exclamation: " Is this what i t means tQbe.a fol l^QW,e,y of Jesus!" That ex
c l a m a t i o n c a n b e a Q u e s t i o n . i t c a n e x p r e s s s u r n r i s o . a d m i r a t i o n . a o p r e r i a t i o n .
o r i t c a n b e t h e m o s t d a m n i n g c o n d e m n a t i o n i m a g i n a b l e . . . b e c a u s e i n fl u e n c e c a n
be either good or _b£^!

3) A city is both a. commiinitviadd separate individuals living together. This city
s e t o n a h i l l c a n n o t b e h i d i n e i t h e r r e s p e c t . A s a c o m m u n i t y , p e o p l e o b s e r v e
h o w w e h a n d l e o u r n r o b l e m . s ^ o u r c o l l e c t i v e n e e d s . o u r d i f f e r e n c e s . w h e t h e r o r
n o t w e h a v e h i e r a r c h i e s o r c l i n u e s . P e o p l e l o o k a t u s i n d i v i d u a l l y t o o : H o w d o
w e d r e s s . h o w d o w e p l a v . h o w d o w e h a n d l e b u s i n e s s a f f a i r s , h o w d o w e p a v ,
h o w d o w e t a l k , h o w d o w e c o n t r o l o u r t e m p e r s . h o w d o w e t r e a t o u r c h i 1 d r e n . h o w
d o w e r e l a t e t o v i s i t o r s . h o w d o w e w o r s h 1 p . h o w d o w e e x p r e s s o u r p i e t v . . a n d o n
a n d o n . E a c h o f t h e s e h a s i n fl u e n c e , m o r e t h a n w e k n o w, u p o n t h e t h i n k i n g a n d
c o n d u c t o f o u r n e i g h b o r s . . . e s p e c i a l l y o u r i n fl u e n c e a s C h r i s t i a n s . H o w a w e s o m e
t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ! Ye t H o d h a s p u t u s h e r e , a n d a s a " C i t y s e t o n a h i l l w h i c h
c a n n o t b e h i d " p e r h a p s o u r p r e s p n c e a s m i s s i o n a r i e s h a s m o r e i n fl u e n c e r i g h t h e r e
t h a n w h e n w e s a l l y f o r t h i n o u r p r o f e s s i o n a l c a p a c i t i e s . E v e r y C h r i s t i a n , e v e r y
m i s s i o n a r y, b u t e s p e c i a l l y e v e r y m i s s i o n a r y i n C h u n j u m u s t r e m e m b e r : We a r e a c i t ^
s e t o n a h i l l . W o h g v o i o fl n p T i r P j w h e t h e r f o r g o o d o r b a d . W e c a n n o t b e h i d !

.El Salt of the earth. Christians have influence because they are copsni cuous.
0 T h a t i n fl u e n c e i s l i k e s a l t a n d l i k e " Y o u a r e t h e s a l t o f t h e e a r t h . " " Y o u

a r e t h e l i g h t o f t h e w o r l d . " I n t h e C r e e k o r i g i n a l , e a r t h a n d w o r l d a r e d . i f f e r e n *
w o r d s a l t h o u g h u n f o r t u n a t e l y b o t h a r e t r a n s l a t e d b y t h e s a m e E n g l i s h w o r d i n t h e
Kd^can versions I have. Earth (^;l) is the root of our word "geography" (the stud^
of, \ i .4KKj and "geometry" ( the measurement of land). I t is the word for arable
l a n d , t h e w o r d f o r t h e " g o o d s o i l " i n t h e p a r a b l e o f t h e s o w e r d a n d t h e s e e d . I t
i n c l u d e s t h e w o r l d o f p e o p l e a n d a n i m a 1 s . t e r r e s t i a l ^ n o d s . p l e a s u r e s . h o n o r s .
a n d s u g g e s t s m u t S b ^ J - T t y , f r a i I t v . i n fi r m i t y . ' j o f ' ' ' .

S) Jesus says: "You are the sal t of the earth." "You are to l ive in the midst of mei
a n d w o m e n w h o l i v e i n e a r t h l y c o n d i t i o n s , a n d a r e m a t e r i a l . i n o r d e r t o i n fl u e n c e
t h a t s i d e o f t h i n g s w i t h a n a s e p t i c i n fl u e n c e . Y o u a r e t o s a v e m e n , r e n d e r p o s
s i b l e t h e i r s a l v a t i o n b y h i n d e r i n g c o r r u p t i o n o n t h a t s i d e o f t h e i r n a t u r e t h a t
i s d i s t i n c t l y o f t h e e a r t h . " ( M o r g a n , p . 4 7 ) . y y l i s i n c o n t r a s t t o h e a v e n , a n d
earth divorced from heaven is corrupt. Just b%^ause Christians are like a city
s e t o n a h i l l d o e s n o t m e a n i s o l a t i o n . o r i n s u ] a t i o n . o r m o n a s t i c i s m . f a r f r o m
i t ! T h e y a r e t o b e w h e r e t h e a c t i o n i s . . . n o t i n s n u g t e n t s o n t h e m o u n t o f
t r a n s fi g u r a t i o n e n j o y i n g t h e g l o r i e s o f h e a v e n , b u t t h r u s t i i n t o t h e i g n o r a n c e

a n d p o v e r t y a n d d i s e a s e a n d s n f f e r i u c t a n d s i n o f h u m a n i t y. J e s u s d i d n o t t e l l u s
t o s p r i n k l e s a l t b u t t o b e s a l t . O u r C h r i s t i a n i n fl u e n c e i s n o t s o m e t h i n g d i s t i n c t
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=:^ frOTTi ourselves ... it i^ ourselves I Our ons i t i nns . our academic Hpnrppg ^ o!ir numay
o u r o r e s t i < T e . a r e n o t o u r i n fl u e n c e . W e q h t s p I v p s m u s t b e t h e s a l t .

g) .Sail—has more qualities than we can discuss here. In some places it has been so
v a l u a b l e a s t o b e u s e d f o x n ^ n n f ^ v . S a l t f 1 a v n r s . n r e s e r v e s a n d n u r i F i e s . W i t h o u t
it food is tasteless, too much of it'lT^^'' it -ts inedible. We can find many appli

c a t i o n s h e r e , b u t i n t h e c o n t e x t T t h i n k J e s u s w a s t h i n k i n c j p r i m a r i l y o f w h a t
salty Christians can'^®4«> in a corrupt societv estranged from Cod and Tlis ways.
J e s u s k n e w t h a t m o r e e f f e c t i v e t h a n t h r o w i n c b a g s o f s a l t i n t h e f o r m o f n r o n o u n c t
m e n t s a n d e d i r t s a n d l a w s o r a n y f o r c e f u l m e a s u r e s w a s f o r C h r i s t i a n s t h e m s e l v e s
s i m p l y t o b e t h e s a l t . . . t o l i v e o u t t h e g e n t l e n e s s . t h e k i n d n e s s . t h e l o v e , t h e
pur i tv . the t ru t l i fu lness . the honesty . the fa i rness . the r i f fh teousness and a l l
the other vir tues l ie^taught ^nd therbby counteract the corrunt1 on. the decadence.
t h e fi I t l W o f ^ ' ^ ' y e a r s a g o t h i s m i s s i o n w a s u p s e t b y e v i d e n c e o f
b r i b e p v f e i f t h e p a r t o f c e r t a i n c h u r c h l e a d e r s . A m i s s i o n a r y w a s a s k e d t o p r e p a r e
a s t a t e m e n t w i t h B i b l i c a l p r o o f t e x t c o n d e m i n g t h e p r a c t i c e . ^ * o n t h s w e n t b y w i t h
n o r e s u l t , a n d T a s k e d h i m , " W h e n d o w e g e t t h a t s t a t e m e n t ? " " J o e " h e s a i d , " I
h a v e s e a r c h e d t h e S c r i p t u r e s . N o w h e r e d o e s i t s a y n o t t o c r l v e b r i b e s . . . b u t m a n y
p l a c e s t e a c h n o t t o t a k e b r i b e s . " / C . T h e c l e a n s i n g o f a c o r r u p t s o c i e t y d o e s n o t
depend upon denouncing its corruption but upon demonstrating and thus like salt
seasoning the Avhole body of society cut vAer nojosti 'ce tpui ^

(3) "In a l i t t le pamphlet containing the Cosnel of Matthew in broad Srntrh _ the read
i n g i s ' ' T h e s a u t o ' t h e y i r t h a r e y e , b u t g i n t i r e s ^ t t h e s a u t h a e t i n t i t s
tang. '" fMorgan 49) "Tang" is Avhat Christ ians are for the world, and I am con-
v i n c e d l - C i s s l o w l y b u t s u r e l y p r e p a r i n g H i s A s ' o r l d A ^ i t h t h e " t a n g " . . . t h e s a l t . . . t h e
f 1 n v o r t h a t H i s c h i l d r e n c a n g i v e . C h r i s t i a n s m a y l o s e t h a t " t a n t ^ " a n d s t i l l b e
C h r i s t i a n s s a v e d f r o m s i n a n d a s s u r e d o f s a l v a t i o n b u t t h e y a r e n o t f u l fi l l i n g
t h e p u r p o s e o f J e s u s i n b r i n g i n g fl a v o r a n d z e s t i n t o s o c i e t y a s l i e n o t e d A \ ' i t h

- s a d n e s s i n v e r s e 1 4 . I t i s t h e n o o r i n s p i r i t , t h o s e w h o m m i r n ^ t h e T i e r i , t h e
^ ̂ .hungering and thirsting . the mercif ul. the niire in heart, the pen cema Vers . . . even^the n_prsecuted Avhose influence gives the <;/nitv tnnn to a Avorld Avhere Cod wants

^ t o e s t a b l i s h H i s k i n g d o m .

[Tl bight of the As'orld. Christians have influence because they are conspicuous,
@ because they are salt and because they are light. "Yoai are the 1 i crht of the

A\^o r 1 d . " Not "earth", but "A^forld" . . . and the A-zord is "cosmos . " meaning liJiiver^e^.
C o s m o s i n c l u d e s n o t o n l y t h e , p l a n e t e a r t h b u t a l l s p a c e a b o v e a n d b e l o w, t h e
who le c rea ted o rde r. The i nfluence o f t he Ch r i s t i an i s no t mere l y l i ke sa l t i n
a c o r r u p t h u m a n w o r l d , b u t i t i s c o s m i c . . " t o i l l U T D i n e o t h e r m e n a s t o t h e i r r e l a
t i o n t o t h e A v h n i p o r d e r ■ . . a n d a s t o t h e n e c e s s a r y l a w s A ^ h i c h g o v e r n i t . A l l
about us are men and Avomen living not mprelv on tlie earth ^ but having relation to
t h e i n fi n i t e s n a c e s . h a v i n g r e l a t i o n t o a l l c r e a t e d t h i n g s , a n d t h e r e f o r e h a v i n g

f necessary, even i f unconfessed, re lat ion to the Chr is t Himsel f . " (Morgan 48)

^ You are the l igh t , says Jesus . You do no t bear a l igh t , you do no t refler t the
l i g h t , y o u a r e t h e l i g h t x r f t h e w o r l d . J e s u s i s t h e e s s e n t i a l l i g h t o f t h e w o r l c
and we are the light when He is in us and we are in Him. "Tt is only when Chris
tian men are btirning. as well as shinintr 1 iahts, that the world knows they are
t h e l i g h t o f t h e A v o r l d . " T l v e h i e H f u n c t i o n o f l i g h t i s t o i l l u m i n e . a n d t h e
chief function of the Christian is to il lumine his immediate surroundings, to shoA'
i n h imse l f whn t Cod i s 1 i Vr ^ t o r evea l t he t r u th t ha t He l oves and l i p f o rg i ves
a n d H e r g S t P T P I i . - T h e C h r i s t i a n A v h o s e l i g h t i s . . u n d e r a b u s h e l b a s k e t . ,
i s fa i l i ng to i l l umine o thers in the very same house. Bu t the Chr is t ian who is
a l i g h t o n a l a m n s t a n d b r i n g s t h e g l o r i o u s l i g h t t o t h e A v h o l e h o u s e .

0 Tn former years there were many nights when T have eate(^, palavered and gone to
b e d b y L a n m £ _ s u c h a s J e s u s m e n t i o n e d . T h e y a r e a l l i n n n t i n u e n o w. A l i t
tle Av^hite ceramic hemisnhere with a small hole for a string as a wick Avhich at



b e s t f ^ a v e a fl i c k e r i n t r h a l f - c a n d l e p o w e r . T t w a s n l a c e d o n a n 1 8 - i n c h h i e h s t a n d
Y e t e v e n s u c h a l i . ^ h t i s m o s t w e l r o n i e w h e n o t h e r w i s e t h e r e i s t o t a l d a r k n e s s .
H e r e i n K o r e a a n d a r o u n d t h e w o r l d t h o u s a n d s o < ^ f a i t h f u l / C h r i s t i a n s j o i n u s a s
l i g h t s , i r r a d i a t i n g t h e d a r k a n d n r i v a t e p l a c e s . W e a r e r i o t t o l d t o b e a s h o o t i n g
s t a r , o r a b r i l l i a n t s o n r r h 1 i W b t t h e f a r h o r i z o n s , b u t j u s t t o b e t h e
l i d i t w h e r e w e a r e . A n d t h e n u x m s r ? T o d r a w o o o n l p t o C h r i s t !

" b r i g h t e n t h e c o r n e r w h e r e y o u a r e ! ( R e p e a t )
Someone fa r f rom harbor you may gu ide ac ross the ba r,
F r i g h t e n t h e c o r n e r w h e r e y o u a r e ! "

W h e n J e s u s s n o k e o f l i g h t i n t h e s a m e b r e a t h w i t h a c i t y w h i c h c a n n o t b e h i d ,
t h i n k o f t h e i n fl u e n c e ! T h e m a n y 1 i n h t s o f a g r e a t c i t y s h i n e w i t h e n o r m o u s
b r i l l i ance and beau ty and e f f ec t i veness . No wonde r i n wa r t ime a i r - r a i ds we a re
r e q u i r e d t o e x t i n g u i s h a l l l i g h t s . M a n y o f u s h a v e l o o k e d d o w n t h r o u g h t h e d a r k
ness o^, ,a"^ f rans-Pac ific je t l iner a t the br i l l iant panorama of l ights in T ns Ange
les or Seatt le. That '> i -s '^ l fhe church. . . a c i ty on a h i l l . . . a c luster of spark l ing
l i g h t s s h i n i n g a s j e w e l s i n t h e d a r k n e s s . T h i s i s " t h e c i t v o n a m o i i n t a i r I v i n g .
s e e n f r o m a l l t h e d i s t a n t v a l 1 e v s : i t s fl a m i n g " 1 o r v i s c a u g h t f r o m p e a k s f a r o f f
a n d n e a r . T h i s i s t h e p i c t u r e o f t h e i n fl u e n c e o f t h e C h u r c h ' s s o c i a l o r d e r
fl a s h i n g i t s l i g h t u p o n t h e a o - e . " f M p r g a n 4 9 ) P o d ' s W o r d e m p h a s i z e s r b n r r h
and we know from our experiences in this land v;ith n^anv rhii-rrFr't; that^ whAn indi
viduals are the light of the worl<^ lectively as a church... a city set on
a h i l l . . . I t s i m p l y c a n n o t b e h i d a s i t d r a w s t h o s e f r o m t h e s u r r o u n d i n g d a r k n e s s
i n t o t h e l i g h t o f J e s u s C h r i s t , t h e l i g h t w h i c h s a v e s a n d t r a n s f o r m s f o r e t e r n i t y

. C o n ; ^ U i ^ i ^ n Yo u a r e m ^ i n fl u e n c e , s a y s C h r i s t . Yo u a r e a c i t v s e t o n a h i l l , v m i
a r e s a l t i n a c o r r u p t s o c i e t y , v q u a r e l l n h t i n n d a r k w o r l d . T h i s o v o r w h e a l m s
U S . . h o w c a n T b e s u c h a C h r i s t i a n ? h o w c a n I b e t h e i n fl u e n c e o f C h r i s t ? J u s t
r e m e m b e r w j i p y o u a r e a n d w h e r e y o u d w e 11 . W h e n m i s s i o n a r i e s fi r s t c a m e t o C h u n j u
i n t h e l B 9 0 s t h e y s e t t l e d o n W a n s a n h i l l . p o s s i b l y t h e h i l l s i d e a c r o s s t h e r i v e r
f r o m t h e m a r k e t . S o o n t h e r e w e r e v i g o r o u s 1 o c a 1 o b i e o t i o n s b e c a u s e o f s a c r e d
graves and otl;ier q^pperstitions connected with that^sjtc. Tn order to get the
oki-eetJe. teroigners moved, i-t-wa-s7'arrang'^,1^'i^1i' the King of Korea and by
r o v a l g r a n t w e w e r e g i v e n a w o r t h l e s s , t r e e l e s s s t e e p h i l l w ^ h e r e m o s t o f u s l i v e
today. <fs there a paraMe here?"," We are living on a rovaj errant | ^ As Christians
we are on a rOyaJr~grant fotr!"^ We live in the world, but aVu 7'"^ 't: TI i"z^ n s h i p is in
h e a v e n . W e t o o a r e s i n f u l m e n . b u t t r a n s f o r m e d b y t h e S p i r i t o f t h e l i v i n g C o d .
We are royalty. . .our| ^aliode^ salt iness . our light is not our own or of our
own doing, but beth'umI,jwd'"1 iabeen called to be a holv nation. Cod's own people,
t h a t w e " m a y d e c l a r e t h e w o n d e r f u l / a e e d s o f h i m , w h o c a l l e d u s o u t o f d a r k n e s s i n t o
h i s m a r v e l o u s l i g h t . " ( T P e t . 2 : 9 ) ' A c i t y t h a t i s s e t o n a h i l l c a n n o t b e h i a i .

0 T h o u w h o fi r s t c o m m a n d e d a t c r e a t i o n " l e t t h e r e b e l i g h t "
a n d w h o s e fi n a l p u r p o s e i s t o m a k e u s c i t i z e n s o f a n e t e r n a l c i t y w h e r e n o l a m p

i s n e e d e d f o r t h e L o r d C o d w i l l b e o u r l i g h t ,
s o fi l l u s w i t h t h e o i l o f T h y S p i r i t t h a t o u r l a m p s m a y s h i n e f r o m t h i s c i t y

s e t o n a h i l l
t o b r i n g o u r n e i g h b o r s t o t h e O n e w h o c a m e a s t h e L i g h t o f t h e w o r l d .
M a y o u r s a l t n e v e r l o s e i t s t a n g , m a y o u r l i g h t n e v e r b e h i d d e n
t h a t m e n m a y s e e o u r g o o d w o r k s a n d g i v e g l o r y t o o u r F a t h e r w h o i s i n h e a v e n .
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^ M a n o f A u t h o r i t y /
S c r i p t u r e : M t . 7 : 2 8 - 8 : 1 7

T e x t ? " H e w a s t e a c h i n g t h e m a s o n e h a v i n r r a n t b o r i t v . a n d n o t a s t h e s c r i b e s ; ^ . "
M t . 7 : 2 9

M a t t h e w i s t h e m o s t o r d e r l y G o s p e l w r i t e r . T h e S e r m o n o n t h e M o u n t i n c h a p t e r s
5 , 6 , a n d 7 r e c o r d s t h e w o r d s o f J e s u s , f o l l o w e d b y a r e p o r t o f H i s d e e d s i n
chap te rs 8 and 9 . Be tween the two i s a b r i e f commen t on t he amazemen t o f H i s
h e a r e r s , " . f o r H e w a s t e a c h i n g t h e m a s o n e h a v i n g a u t h o r i t y , a n d n o t a s t h e
s c r i b e s . " H o w m u c h g r e a t e r m u s t h a v e b e e n t h e i r a s t o n i s h m e n t w h e n H i s w o r d s w e r e
b a c k e d u p w i t h a d i s p l a y o f t h e d e e d s o f a u t h o r i t y r e c o u n t e d o n e a f t e r a n o t h e r
i n c h a p t e r s 8 a n d 9 . S i c k w e r e h e a l e d , d e m o n s d r i v e n o u t , t h e d e a d r a i s e d , a
storm stilled. All demonstrated the authority of^^Hne who could command, "Let
t h e r e b e l i g h t , a n d t h e r e w a s l i g h t ! " - l k c

! ^ e r e w a s n o t t h e e m p t y b o m b a s t o f a f a k e t r i c k s t e r c l a i m i n g a u t h o r i t y. N o r w a s
i t t h e i r o n - fi s t e d a u t h o r i t y o f m i l i t a r y m i g h t d e m o n s t r a t e d b y c o m m a n d e r s o f
R o m a n l e g i o n s . I t w a s n o t a u t h o r i t y d e r i v e d f r o m v a s t w e a l t h s u c h a s a r i c h
l a n d - l o r d m i g h t d i s p l a y t o w a r d h i s s l a v e s . I t w a s n o t t h e a u t h o r i t y b a s e d o n
g r e a t l e a r n i n g a n d s t u d y o f t h e l a w s u c h a s w a s c l a i m e d b y t h e r e l i g i o u s l e a d
ers o f the Jews, No^ indeed! In Jesus peop le recogn ized fa r g rea te r au thor i t y.
H e c o u l d h a v e c l a i m e d a u t h o r i t y i n t h e w a y s w e h a v e j u s t m e n t i o n e d , y e t H i s w a s
a n a u t h o t ^ t y w h i c h r e s t e d e n t i r e l y o n K h o H e w a s . M e n b e g a n t o r e c o g n i z e H i m
as truly the Son of God...but not though proud boastj^ng. loud commands, or put
t i n g H i m s e l f Q n _ _ t ^ o f t h e s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e s o fHis day.Instead there were quiet words ot^^'^sdom so that men exclaimed, "Never
man so snake . " By hum l i I e „ , d . e jBds o f s ^ t v j ce^ fo r wh i ch He sough t no pub l i c i t y
m e n r e c o g n i z e d a M a n o f a u t h o r i t y a n d m a r v e l e d s a y i n g , " N e v e r w a s a n y t h i n g l i k e
t h i s s e e n i n I s r a e l . " ( M t , 9 ? 3 3 ) ,

T o d a y w e c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e fi r s t t h r e e m i r a c l e s o f M a t t h e w 8 , e a c h o f w h i c h
c a l l s a t t e n t i o n i n s e p a r a t e w a y s t o t h a t a u t h o r i t y a n d i t s e f f e c t s .

A c r o w d f o l l o w e d J e s u s d o w n t h e m o u n t a i n w h e r e H e h a d
been preaching. Among them was a l^jior. "^^ost of us here have seen cas^^ oO
this terrible disease, although fortunately now it is so well controlle3^ytTia{
t h e r e a r e f e w o p e n c a s e s , f o r w h i c h w e a r e t h a n k f u l . I h a v e m a n y f r i e n d s w h o
h a v e h a d t h i s d i s e a s e a n d h a v e e v e n b a p t i z e d s e v e r a l h u n d r e d o f t h e m . Ye t h i s -
tp^cally it has been a most dreaded malady, and those afflicted have been casto u t " o f " s o c i e t y , t r e a t e d a s d . ^ ^ . . m e n , f o r c e d t o l i v e u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s .
J e w s r e g a r d e d t h e m a s u n c l e a n , i s o l a t e d t h e m b y s p e c i a l l a w s , a n d w o r s t o f a l l
believed that God had punished them becaus^f terrible sin. In the Hnglish lang
u a g e e v e n t h e w o r d " l e p e r " h a s b e c o m e a t e r m o f o p p r o b r i u m , r e p u g n a n c e , o r r e -
p r o a c h f o r s o m e o f t h e s c u m o f s o c i e t y. F o r t h i s a n d o t h e r r e a s o n s , m a n y n o
l o n g e r u s e t h e w o r d " l e p e r " f o r t h e s e u n f o r t u n a t e s w h o d e s e r v e o u r c o m p a s s i o n
a n d l ^ y e a n d a c c e p t a n c e a s f e l l o w h u m a n b e i n g s . P u t i t w a s n o t s o i n J e s u s ' d a y !

T h i s m a n h a d h e a r d J e s u s p r e a c h i n g . . . p r o b a b l y c o n c e a l i n g h i m s e l f w i t h i n e a r s h o t .
A s h e h e a r d t h o s e w o r d , " B l e s s e d a r e t h e p o o r i n s p i r i t , f o r t h e i r s i s t h e k i i \ g -
d o m o f h e a v e n . " " Y o u a r e t o b e p e r f e c t , a s • M o u r h e a v e n l y F a t h e r i s p e r f e c t . "
" S e e k fi r s t H i s k i n g d o m a n d H i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s : a n d a l l t h e s e t h i n g s s h a l l b e a d d
e d t o y o u . " . . . t h i s p i t i f u l m a n A f fl i c t e d w i t h t h e s o r e s a n d t h e s t i g m a ^ f l e p r o s y
r e c o g n i z e d i n J e s u s t h e a u t h o r i t y o f G o d H i m s e l f . T h e c r o w d r e c o i l e d i n h o r r o r
a s h e l i m p e d f o r w a r d t o b o \ ^ i n d e e p h u m i l i t y a t t h e F e e t o f J e s u s , r e v e r e n t l y
a d d r e s s i n g H i m a s L o r d . " L o r d , i f Y o u a r e w i l l i n g . Y o u c a n m a k e m e c l e a n . " H e r ewas absolut^lv^jno doubt that the One who spoke with such authority could cure
him. Jews^^t^.Cqrdod that only the God who sent leprosy could cure it...hence
r e c o g n i z i n g t h e a u t h o r i t y o f J e s u s a s t h a t o f G o d H i m s e l f h e c r i e d , " Yo u c a n
make me clean!" Here was the prayer of faith as every prayer should be, and
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w i t h i t t h e o t h e r i m p o r t a n t p e t i t i o n . . . ' ' I f v o i i a r e w i l l i n g . " " T h v w i l l b e r ^ n n e "
w a s b o ^ ^ i n ^ t o s u p e r i o r i n a s k i n g f o r h e a l i n g .

pr»i/ il C'lCe
Graciously Jesus touched him and saiA, "I am wil l ing, be cleansed." Jewish law
s t r i c t l y f o r b a d e t o u c h i n g a l e p e r, b u t t h e i m p u l s e o f d i y 4 r n e A c ' ' d y p a s 5 i o n o v e r
r o d e a l l o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y t h e m a n w a s c l e a n s e d . T ^ o r y e a r s
h e h a d l o n g e d f o r h u m a n c o n t a c t , a n d n e v e r w o u l d h e f o r g e t t h e m o m e n t o f t h e
M a s t e r ' s t o u c h . J e s u s t h e n c o m m a n d e d h i m t o g o t o t h e p r i e s t i n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h
t h e l a w s , v e r i f y h i s c l e a n s i n g , a n d o f f e r a t h a n k o f f e r i n g . . . s h o w i n g t h a t H e d i d
n o t i g n o r e t h o s e l a w s . B u t t h e l e s s o n f o r a l l t o s e e w a s t h a t a n o u t c a s t l e p e r
r e c o g n i z i n g t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e > ' a s t e r i m m e d i a t e l y r e c e i v e d t h e h e a l i n g t o u c h .
A n d t h u s i t i s w i t h a l l w h o t r u l y s e e k H i m . . . t h e d e s p i s e d . t h e n e g l e c t e d ,
e v e n t h e s h a m e f u l s i n n e r s w h o c o m e w i t h s i m i l a r h u m i l i t y . r e \ ! j L r £ n c e a n d f a i t h
find cleansing. healing, and forgiy^ss from One who never rejects. "He that
C o m e t h t o m e . T w i l l i n n o w i s e c a s t o u t . " ( J n .

^^Author^^^^Jescr^be^ The next person to encounter Jesus was at the opposite^n3"TT^!a^^o?^T^Tc^r^ As Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came asking
for help. I f the crowd was horr^ ied when He touched a leper, now they were
e v e n m o r e ^ s t o n i s . h - ^ d . R o m a n c e n t u r i o n s s i m p l y d i d n o t b e g f a v o r s o f J e w s ! T h i s
man was no t on ly a Gen t i l e bu t rep resen ted the ha ted Roman Empi re . Command ing
a h u n d r e d s o l d i e r s , h e w a s l i k e l y t h e C O f o r t h e C a p e r n a u m g a r r i s o n . S o m e w h a t
l ike a"myun^pol ice chief in Korea he maintained law and order and securi ty. But
h e w a s u n u s u a l , b e g g i n g a f a v o r o f J e s u s n o t f o r h i m s e l f b u t f o r a s e r v a n t i n
g r e a t p a i n w i t h s o m e k i n d o f p a r a l y s i s . To R o m a n s s l a v e s w e r e m e r e p i e c e s o f
p r o p e r t y t o b e b o u g h t a n d s o l d , a n d c a s t a s i d e w h e n h e l p l e s s o r o l d . B u t t h i s
c e n t u r i o n l o v e d h i s s e r v a n t a n d t o o k t h e t r o u b l e t o h u m b l y a s k J e s u s f o r h e l p .

The cen tu r ion l i ke ly knew much abou t Jesus , what and how He taugh t , and what He
d i d . I n a t o t a l i t a r i a n s y s t e m , a u t h o r i t i e s a r e a l w a y s c o n c e r n e d a b o u t m a s s
g a t h e r i n g s . W e r e n o t t h e c e n t u r i o n ' s a g e n t s i n fi l t r a t i n g t h a t c r o w d t o h e a r t h eSermon on the Mount and report to him^Tn the volatile political atmosphere of
t h e l a n d , a n y o n e w i t h t h e r e p u t e d p o w v r s o f J e s u s w o u l d b e s u s p e c t . W i t h a l l
t h e r e p o r t s t h a t " n o o n e e v e r s n o k e " l i k e t h i s O n e , t h a t c e n t u r i o n h a d b e e n c o n
v i c t e d h i m s e l f o f t h e a u t h o r i t y o f J e s u s . . . d i f f e r e n t f r o m a l l h u m a n a u t h o r i t y .
R e s p e c t f u l l y a d d r e s s i n g H i m a s " S i r " h e s a i d , " M y s e r v a n t i s I v i n g n a r a l v z e d a t
h o m e , s u f f e r i n g g r e a t n a i n . " T h i s R o m a n s e n s e d t h a t j u i t l e t t i n g J e s u s k n o w o f
a n e e d w a s e n o u g h . S u r e e n o u g h t h e L o r d r e p l i e d : " T w i l l c o m e a n d h e a l h i m . "

S e n s i t i v e t o t h e J e w i s h p r o h i b i t i o n a g a i n s t e n t e r i n g G e n t i l e h o u s e s t h e c e n t u r
i o n d i d n o t w a n t t o e m b a r a s s J e s u s , a n d h e w a s s j ^ n c e r e i n s t a t i n g a g e n u i n e s e n s e
o f u n w o r t h i n e s s f o r t h e L o r d t o c o m e i n t o h i s h o m e . M o t e h e d i d n o t s a v ' i " M y• ^ ■ — - ' ' — ^ O C " - J -

s e r v a n t ' s f i l t h y h « » t ^ i s n o t w o r t h y o f y o u r p r e s e n c e . " M o ! H e s a i d a m n o t
oualifi-4ed for you to come under ^ roof." He seemed to feel that he was too
sinful for a holy Person like JesTf? to come to his home. How astonished the by
s t a n d e r s m u s t h a v e b e e n ! T h e c e n t u r i o n c o n t i n u e d , " J u s t s a v t h e w o r d , a n d m v

^j.«;ervant will be henled^?' 'As a military man I knovc all abotft the chain of command.
I t o o a m u n d e r t h e a u t h o r i t y o f s u p e r i o r o f fi c e r s a n d m u s t o b e v t h e i r c o m m a i r d s .
7 in turn order my men, saying to one. 'Go!'and he goes, or 'Come!' and he comes,
o r ' H o t h i s ! ' a n d h e d o e s l i t . T N e v e r h a d J e s u s h e a r d s u c h a d e s c r i p t i o n o f a u -

t h o r i t y . h R e c o g n i z i n g J e s u s o f a l l T r e a t i o n h e h a d a c c u r a t e l y d e s c r i b e d
H i s a u t h o r i t y. J e s u s w a s h e r e n o t o n l y t o _ _ d o t h e w i l l o f H i s F a t h e r b u t a s G o d
H i m s e l f p o s s e s s e d a l l a u t h o r i ' r y. P e r h a p s M a t t h e w r e m e m b e r e d t h i s i n c i d e n t l a t e r
a s h e r e c o r d e d t h e fi n a l w o r d s p f J e s u s , " A l l a u t h o r i t y h a s b e e n g i v e n t o M e i nheaven and on earth. Go thereforeT̂  ̂
Now i t \v*as the turn for Jesus to marvel^^ Not even among His own people, the Jew^s
h a d h e f o u n d s u c h f a i t h . J e w s b e l i e v e d t h a t w h e n t h e M e s s i a h c a m e t h e r e w o u l d
b e a g r e a t b a n q u e t a t w h i c h a l l J e w s w o u l d s i t d o w n , w i t h A b r a h a m , I s a a c a n d
J a c o b . H e r e J e s u s r e m a r k s t h a t o n t h a t o c c a s i o n p e o p l e f r o m e v e r y n a t i o n w o u l d
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be present but many Jews absent f \\\e Christians can note something else here.
That leper recoEinizecl the authority of Jesus and sought Him out...and that is the
way some people come to the Savior. The slave was healed because his master in-
t e r c e e d e d i n h i s b e h a l f . . . a n d t h a t i s a l s o h o w m a n y fi n d t h e S a v i o r . . . b e c a u s e
o f t h e i n t e r c e s s i o n o f o t h e r s a t t h e f e e t o f t h e M a s t e r . . . e s p e c i a l l y o n b e h a l f
of members of theTr^bwn hol iseholds. Jesus was just was wi l l ing to l isten to the
i n t e r c e s s i o n o f a S o m a n c e n t u r i o n f o r a n o t h e r , a s t o t h e d i r e c t p l e a o f a l e p e r .

I I I . Authori ty Acc^nteA.- In Capernaum Jesus went straight to Peter 's house A\ 'hich
wT^"^^^^u^oma7/^nom^^way from home. After a long and tiring day he looked
forward to a quiet evening wi th f r iends. Put enter ing the house, He saw Peter 's
mother-in-law lying sick of a fever, possibly malaxia brought by mosquitoes in
festing swamps around the Sea of Gallilee. He }iad just touched a lener. He had
talked with a Gentile and praise^his faith, now he attended a woman... often ig
nored in tha t soc ie ty. Bu t l i t t l e d id tha t concern the Master who saw a l l peop le ,
highaudj-ow, Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, male and female as objects of His
l o v F a n d ^ o n c e r n .

Without waiting to be asked, Jesus touched her hand and the fever left her. Nei
ther she nor anyone else had asked Him to help. But seeing a need, He did not
hesitaterto help and to heal. Her role seems to have been entirely nassive. She
simply accented His authority to heal, and rose up cured. And that is another
way the Savior 's authority works to bring people to Himself. )Hrhe leper soughx
Jesus, the slave was heai^fa by his Waster's intercession, the woman was found of
J e s u s H i m s e l f , W h e n J e s u s l e f t t h e e a r t h , H e s e n t H i s H n l y " S p i r i t t o c o n t i n u e
His work...and one of His primary functions is to come to those who need the
grea ter hea l ing f rom the s ickness o f s in . Cou ld i t be tha t in these th ree
miracles we learn three aspects of how people are healed by the power of the
Sav io r. . . some t imes one , some t imes ano the r, and mo re o f t en a comb ina t i on? Some
seeh to seek the Savior, some come at the behest of others, some are found by
the Sav ior. . .but a lways the Man of Author i ty is present to grant the hea l ing.

Peter's mother-in-law rose up to wait on Him. Maybe she escorted Him to a cool
quiet room with a l^in of water to wash His face and hands, a clean bed where He
c o u l d r e s t , a f r e s h s e t o f g a r m e n t s t o p u t o n . M e a n A s ' h i l e s h e p r e p a r e d a w h o l e
some supper o f f resh f r ied fish and o ther good ies for her be loved Lord . Isn ' t
this always the response we should have to our Lord's blessings? Loving and
serving Him in the ways He has given us strength and talents is all the thanks
H e r e q u i r e s !

Conclusion: Three miracles where the authority of Jesus was recognised, d.g,5j^xi]l^ jand a(:.cgpted, followed by ligajjjig, regtoxation .c3:Lj£slItaihiiip ana IpyJng^^Xid^ •
But the day was not over for Jesus, Other accounts indicate that alibis had
taken place on the Sabbath day which ended at sunset. Jewish law forbade treat
m e n t f o r s i c k n e s s o r b r i n g i n g p a t i e n t s f o r t r e a t m e n t o n t h e S a b b a t h . B u t a t
t h e e n d o f t h i s S a b b a t h , i n t h e e v e n i n g f p e o p l e f r o m f a r a n d n e a r b r o u g h t t h e
demon-possessed and sick of a l l k inds. " I 'e cast ! out the spir i ts wi th a word,
. a n d h e a l e d a l l i v ^ h o w e r e i l l . " T h e p o w e r a n d a u t h o r i t y o f t h e ^ o n o f G o d w a s
st i l l a t work! And Mat thew, a lways anx ious to show how Jesus fu lfi l led the Old
Testament prophecies, was reminded of Isaiah 52:4, "He Himself took our infirmi
t i e s . a n d c a r r i e d a w a y o u r d i s e a s e s . J e s u s c a m e t o i d e n t i f v w i t h a l l o u r h u m a n
i n fi r m i t i e s , s o r r o w s a n d b u r d e n s . . . a n d e v e r y m i r a c l e c o s t H i m s o m e t h i n g , f o r H e
k n e w w h e n f r o m H i m . P e t e r w h o w i t n e s s e T ^ ' a T t ^ t h e e v e n t s o f t h a t
day, construed thosl^'ords a bit differently when he quoted them in T Peter 2:24,"He himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that Tv-e might die to s^i^n and
l i v f t t n r 1 f f h t e n n s n e s s : F o r b v H i s w o u n d s v o u w e r e h e a l e d . " J u s t a s t h e l e p e r ,
the centiirion. the fe:u:ered woman, and the masses s accepted that Authority wKich
brought healing of body and mjjjd, so Mattbe^T'^d Peter saw in Him the On^ who
bore the most dead^ly^j^seaS-S of all. . .human sin ... in order to breing healing
for living in'^rigHt^usness in restored fellowship vjith God.
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P e s t

S c r i p t u r e " R e a d i n g : M t . 1 1 : 2 5 - 3 0 ; j c i < 3 1 ' 5 3 - 1 , ^

g e x t : " C n m p t o M f > . . . a n H T w i n r , i , r , ^ „ r . n r - ^ c t - " M t . 11 : 2 8
• i

The word "vacat ion" does not occur in the Bib le , but " rest " or "p lace of rest "
d o e s . F o r m a n y o f u s t h e s u m m e r i s t h e t i m e f o r v a c a t i o n , f o r r e s t . S c h o o l s a r e
closed and teachers and students enjoy vacat ion. We missionaries are expected to
take a vacat ion. We are happy to see that as the standard of l iv ing in th is
country improves, the idea of at least a short vacation is accepted and many are
a v a i l i n g t h e m s e l v e s o f s u c h p e r i o d s o f r e l a x a t i o n .

The Bible certainly encourages, even commands, per iods of rest. God Himself set
t h e e x a m p l e b y c r e a t i n g a l l t h i n g s i n 6 d a y s a n d r e s t i n g o n t h e s e v e n t h . T h e
fourth commandment tells us to follow God's example and observe one day in seven
as a day of rest . Even the ^and i tse l f should be g iven a rest , according to the
M o s a i c l a w, V ' ? h a t a r e s o m e t h i n g s t h e B i b l e s a y s a b o u t r e s t ?

GL Jesus once said to His disciples:
^ a n d a w h i 1 o " f M V 6 : 3 1 ] B e c a u s e H e h a d a b o d y j u s t l i k e . o u r s ,Jesus fe l t the need a t t imes to ge t away f rom crowds and the necess i ty to hea l
and teach in order to recharge His physical^ s'^Vength, He knew there were the sick
to be healed, the distressedn:o be comforted, and souls to be saved, yet He with
d r e w H i s o w n p r e s e n c e a n d t h a t o f H i s d i s c i p l e s w h o c o u l d h a v e m i n i s t e r e d i n H i s
name. . . in o rder to res t . I f th is was t rue o f Jesus , what r igh t have we to c la im
that our work is so important and so urgent that we neglect to rest?

God gave us two regular and at least one irregular (and at t imes enforced) periods
o f r e s t . H e g a v e t h e A 4 h o u r c y c l e w i t h a l t e r n a t i n g d a y a n d n i g h t f o r a l l H i s
c r e a t u r e s s t o o e n j o y r e s t . T h e o l d e r t r a n s l a t i o n o f P s . 1 2 7 : 2 r e a d s :
h i s h P l n v R d q i p p n . " w h i l e t h e n e w e r r e n d i t i o n i s , " H e c r i v p g t r . H i g" Both are true and may be counted among God's greatest blessings.
\ ^ h i l e w e r e s t w e k n o w t h a t " H e w h o k e e n ^ w i n n e ^ ^ h e T • n o r
Jesus cou ld s leep even in a l i t t le fish ing boat on the s tormy Sea of Gal i lee . The
ability of some of us to go to sleep under any circumstances may not necessarily
ind ica te Chr is t - l i keness , bu t su re ly we can p ray tha t God w i l l g i ve to us the
a b i l i t y t o r e l a x , t o " r a g t - r > n r n n t h R T. n r d ' a n d g i v e t h a n k s f o r s l e e p i
Another regular rest t ime God gives is the Sabbath Day. God is a spir i t and does
n o t h a v e a b o d y l i k e o u r s a n d c e r t a i n l y d i d n o t n e e d r e s t i n t h e s e n s e t h a t w e d o ,
bu t He se t the examp le H imse l f and then p rogrammed the mechan ism o f the un ive rse
for work and relaxation. The fourth commandment emphasizes that 6 days are for
work, and to ignore th is is just as wrong as to fa i l to rest . But He gave the
Sabbath for two purposes in His plan: Rest and Remembering. Even the'secular
wo r l d recogn i zes t he fi r s t o f t hese as p romo t i ng e f fic iency and p rospe r i t y. The
p h y s i c a l r e s t m a y n o t b e t h e s a m e f o r a l l o f u s . S o m e o n e w h o s i t s a t a d e s k a l l
week may need a walk in the fresti air to enjoy the beauty of God's world. The m.an
who has plowed his fields al l week may need to sit and read or sleep. There is
a lso considerable value in a t ime of s imply doing noth ing. Some zealous Chr is t ians
may err in making the Sabbath so full of church meetings that the end of the day
finds t hem exhaus ted phys i ca l l y, men ta l l y, and sp i r i t ua l l y. The o the r pu rpose o f
t h e S a b b a t h i s r e m e m b e r i n g . I t i s a d a y t o r e m e m b e r t h e L o r d w h o c r e a t e d a l l , t h e
Lord who del ivered His people throughout history, the Lord who grants salvat ion
through His Son. It is to remember Him. that v/e gather to worship and refresh our
s o u l s . N o n - b e l i e v e r s m a y u s e t h e S a b b a t h f o r p h y s i c a l r e s t , b u t G o d ' s c h i l d r e n
should balance that need with God's other purpose to recal l His mighty acts, to
w o r s h i p i n H i s h o u s e , a n d t o s h a r e H i s W o r d w i t h o t h e r s .

Then there is the other kind of rest which God sends us by putting us out of action
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f o r a w h i l e . W e c a n b l a m e g e r m s a n d a c c i d e n t s , c a r e l e s s c a r e o f o u r b o d i e s a n d r o i d
a g e f o r t i m e s o f s i c k n e s s . . . b u g a l l o f t h e m G o d s o m e t i m e s u s e s t o e n f o r c e p e r i o d s o f
r e s t . D o c t o r s m a y o r d e r u s t o b e d . s o m e t i m e s w i t h o u t a n y o t h e r k i n d o f t r e a t m e n t
. . . k n o w i n g t h a t b e d r e s t i s t h e b e s t c u r e f o r w h a t e v e r a i l s u s . I a m s u r e t h e y a r e
r i g h t . . . b u t b e h i n d t h i s G o d m a y h a v e a g r e a t e r p u r p o s e i n r e q u i r i n g a t i m e w h i c h
c a n b e p a s s e d l a r g e l y i n d o i n g n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n m e d i t a t i n g , t h i n k i n g t h r o u g h t h e
w a y w e h a v e b e e n l i v i n g , a s s e s s i n g o u r p l u s s e s a n d m i n u s e s , a n d a d g u s t i n q * t o H i s
§ u p e r i o r p l a n s f o r u s .

R e s t = p e a c e . T h e B i b l e a l s o s p e a k s o f r e s t i n t e r m s o f p e a c e . A c o m m o n O l d
T e s t a m e n t p h r a s e i s " r p s f f r o m o r t h e c h i l d r e n o f I s
r a e l p r e p a r e d t o e n t e r t h e P r o m i s e d L a n d , J o s h u a r e m i n d e d t h e m o f t h e p r o m i s e :
T . n r - H v n n i - C n d v n u r o s t . a n d w i l l a i v f t v o u t h i s l a n d . " T h i s V 7 a s i n d e e d a

g r e a t b l e s s i n g t o l o o k f o r v / a r d t o a f t e r 4 0 y e a r s w a n d e r i n g a n d w a r f a r e i n t h e w i l d
e r n e s s . O u r w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g I s r a e l t o d a y , h a s y e t t o r e a l i z e t h i s k i n d o f r e s t .
T h e w o r l d l o n g s f o r r e s t f r o m w a r , w h i l e l i v i n g i n f e a r o f a k i n d o f w a r i n fi n i t e l y
m o r e t e r r i b l e t h a n w e h a v e e v e r k n o w n . O u r p a p e r s a r e f u l l o f n e w s a b o u t p e a c e e f
f o r t s , p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e s , p e a c e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s . T h e i s s u e s a r e s o e x c e e d i n g l y
c o m p l e x t h a t e v e n t h e b e s t o f C h r i s t i a n s c a n n o t s o r t t h e m o u t . B u t w e c a n b e c o n
fi d e n t t h a t ( i ) G o d c a n e n d W r n r d s . . . " H p w a r s t o c p a s g t n t h e n f t h n
( P s . 4 6 : 9 ) . ( 2 ) G o d c a n g r a n t i n n e r p e a c e o f m i n d i n t h e m i d s t o f e x t e r n a l w a r f a r e .

G o d w i l l i n t h e e n d b r i n g e v e r l a s t i n g p e a c e .

G o d a l s o g r a n t s p e a c e i n a l l t h e l i t t l e p r i v a t e w a r s o f i n t e r - p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s
R e m e m b e r t h e s t o r y o f R u t h . F a m i n e h a d d r i v e n N a o m i t o M o a b w h e r e h e r h u s b a n d d i e d
l e a v i n g h e r w i t h t w o s o n s w h o m a r r i e d l o c a l g i r l s a n d t h e n d i e d . W h e n t h e t i m e
c a m e f o r N a o m i t o r e t u r n t o h e r h o m e l a n d , s h e r e a l i z e d t h a t h e r ^ t t w o d a u g h t e r s - i n -
l a w w e r e i n a d i f fi c u l t p r e d i c a m e n t . T h e y w e r e y o u n g w i d o w s w i t h n o c h i l d r e n a n d
a lmost cer ta in ly despera te ly poor. Naomi knew tha t in tha t cu l tu re and soc ie ty
t h i s p r e s e n t e d c o m p l e x i t i e s . H e r e w a s o n e o f t h o s e h u m a n s i t u a t i o n s , s i m i l a r t o
t h o s e w e f a c e a m o n g p e o p l e e v e r v d a y, a n d w h i c h a r e m u l t i p l i e d i n i n fi n i t e v a r i e t y
a m o n g a l l p e o p l e e v e r y w h e r e . H o w d i d N a o m i f a c e t h i s ? ; F i r s t s h e o f f e r e d t h e p r a c
t i c a l a d v i c e t h a t h e r d a u g h t e r s - i n - l a w g o b a c k t o t h e h o m e s o f t h e i r p a r e n t s . T h e n
s h e o f f e r e d a p r a y e r : i r | t h p h n u p p
r i f hp r hnshand . " She p rayed tha t God v /ou ld so lve tha t ve " ry^hU"man p ro lo lem, b r ing
p e a c e t o a c o m p l i c a t e d s i t u a t i o n , a n d b r i n g i t i n t h e m o s t n a t u r a l w a y ♦b y g i v i n g
t h e m r e s t i n n e w h o m e s w i t h n e w h u s b a n d s . W h e n R u t h c h o s e t o f o l l o w N a o m . i b a c k t o
J u d a h , t h e o l d l a d y i m p l e m e n t e d h e r p r a y e r w i t h a c t i o n a n d s e t u p t h e l i t t l e s c h e m e
w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n R u t h ' s m a r r i a g e t o B o a z . d a n n b - t - ^ r . ' ' h r l l l T fl T ' * "
( " s e c u r i t y " i n t h e n e w e r v e r s i o n ) f t n r r h p p . t h a t i i - m a v h p w i t h t h p p ? " A l m o s t
e v e r y f a m i l y o r s o c i a l g r o u p w h e t h e r i t b e i n b u s i n e s s , i n s t i t u t i o n s , p o l i t i c s , o r
c h u r c h , h a s t r o u b l e s . . . p r i W e m s w h e r e w e n e e d t o p u t o u r m i n d s a t r e s t . T h r o u g h
p r a y e r a n d o b e d i e n c e t o G o d , t h e " r e s t " c a n c o m e a s i t d i d f o r N a o m i a n d R u t h ,

T h e P s a l m s a r e f u l l o f a s s u r a n c e t h a t G o d p r o v i d e s r e s t . S u r r o u n d e d b y e v i l d o e r s ,
w h o o f t e n p r o s p e r a s a r e s u l t o f w i c k e d d e v i c e s , t h e P s a l m i s t s c o n s t a n t l y a s s u r e u s
t h a t G o d h a s t h e s i t u a t i o n i n h a n d a n d i n d u e t i m e w i l l g r a n t H i s p e a c e . T h e m e n
t a l a n g u i s h , t h e t o r m e n t o f i n d e c i s i o n , t h e f r u s t r a t i o n s o f a d v e r s i t y . . . a l l a r e
k n o w n t o o u r L o r d w h o i n v i t s u s t o b r i n g t h e m t o H i m . W e r e m e m b e r s u c h w o r d s a s :

" R p s t i n t h e T . o r d a n d w a i t p a t i e n t l y f o r H i m . " ( P s . 3 7 : 7 ) ( P s . 1 1 6 : 7 )
" . R p t n r n t o v o u r r e s t . 0 m v s o u l . F o r i - h P T. p r d h a s d p a l h b r > u n 4 - i f n l l y u r U - h y n n . "

In a wor ld fu l l o f t roub le , anyth ing but peacefu l , where a l l long for res t , we^csan
p r a y t h a t b e a u t i f u l p r a y e r o - f " C n r d i n a - L — N u w i i v u i : " O T. o r d . s u n n n r t u s a l l t h p d a v
l o n g , u n t i l t h e s h a d o w s l e n g t h e n a n d t h e e v e n i n g c o m e s , a n d t h e b u s y w o r l d i s h u s h -
P d . a n d t h p f e v e r o f l i f e i s o v e r a n d o u r w o r k i s d o n e . T h e n i n t h v m p r g y g r a n t n s
a s a f p l o c l a i n a . a n d a h o l y r e s t , a n a t i e a r o a t

/llll Rest = trust. Rest in terms of repose, in terms of peace, and rest in terms
of trusty VThen Christians think of a promise of true "rest^^ve immediately think of
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t h e w o r d s o f J e s u s : ' T o m e t n M e . a l l w h o a r e w e ^ r v a n d h e a v v - l a d e n . - a n d T w i l l -
r r i T r ^ . r r M i T a k e M v v o k e u o o n v o u . a n d l e a r n f r o m M e . f o r T h n m -
h ^ f ^ i n h f > a r t ; a n d v o u s h a l l fi n d r e s t f o r v o u r s o u l s . F o r M v v o k e i s M y
1 n a r l i s 1 i g h f " ( M t . 11 : 2 8 - 3 0 ) , T h e e m p h a s i s i s o n " a l l " w i t h o u t r e s t r i c t i o n , . . a l l
who a re wea ry and heavy - l aden . ^Vhen Do t sees the women o f Che ju ca r r y i ng on the i r
b a c k s t h o s e t r e m e n d o u s l o a d s a l o n g t h e r o a d s i d e , s h e s a y s s h e w a n t s t o l e t t h e m h e a r
t h e s e w o r d s o f J e s u s , , . a n d s o t h e y s h o u l d . Y e t w e m u s t r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e s e w o r d s
were spoken not of physical burdens, or even the normal problems of every day liv
i n g ( a l t h o u g h t h e y a r e i n c l u d e d ) , b u t o f r e s t f r o m s p i r i t u a l b u r d e n . . . t h e l o n g i n g s
a n d f r u s t r a t i o n s a n d a n x i e t i e s a n d a a o n i e < ? o f t h e s o u l s e e k i n g G o d . o T- i r

U . M I ^ ' d
In verse 27 Jesus had spOken of etltL.-things having been deJrivered to Him by the Fa
ther and of Himself as the only revealer of God. With this authority. He issued
t h a t g r e a t i n v i t a t i o n C o m e . t h e O n e w i t h p o w e r t o r e l i e v e y o u o f t h e b u r
d e n s o f d o u b t , o f g u i l t , o f h o p e l e s s n e s s . " T h i s i s a g i f t . " I w i l l y o u r e s t "
is a promise to all who come, come in trust, come without condition, come to accept
w h a t C h r i s t h a s t o o f f e r . I t i s t h e r e s u l t o f a n a c t o f f a i t h . I t i s n o t a p r o m
i s e o f " n o b u r d e n s . ^ ' b u t o f a n e x c h a n g e o f b u r d e n s . J e w i s h l i s t e n e r s w e r e b u r d e n e d
by their laws, especially by an interpretation of those laws never intended by God,These, regulations and fine points made normal life almost im.possible. Our problem
may be d i f ferent , yet our personal at tempts at r ighteousness, our consciencesloaded with guilts,,,all are ^milar^burdens so that all men long for the peace of
h e a r t t h a t c o m e s f r o m k n o w i n g G o d , l o v i n g G o d , a n d o b e y i n g G o d . T h e s o l u t i o n c o m e s
i n e x c h a n g i n g a l l o t h e r w a y s , f o r t h e J e s u s - w a y.

Comfi.* He says, "Take mv voke uoon vou." The yoke is a great wooden piece made to
fit over the neck of an ox when he pulls a plow or a heavy cart. We sti l l see them
in Korea, although tractors are rapidly j^lacing them. Many han^ on the walls of
barns in the villages. Some think that as a young man in the carpenter shop, Jesus
had made such yokes, and legend says that His yokes were the best'in Galilee. Could
He have had a sign over His shop: "My-yokes fit best?" Anyhow, He knew what He was
talking^about that well-made and carefully fitted yokes could be comfortable and notchafe. The Jews used the phrase "the yoke" for entering into submissioni!to-" (Bar
c l a y , 1 9 ) . J e s u s s a y s ,
9f ^9^ flg 1 it I The emphasis is on "flcy*.«.The contrast is not between "^oke"
and no yoke," but between "my teachirt fJW^MWr yoke) and "the current scr ibal teach
i n g ( H e a v y k r o k e ) . ( I S B E 3 1 2 7 . , \ .

F i j l 5 | 7 « l < . « z I C j i j u t V c | j u j .
George Buttrick commeils on these words: "How does Christ giyg^ ref^t? He offers atransfer of yokes. For the burden of the" law, with its endless proscriptions and
ritualistic claims, he offered his law of worship and love: a man need only love God
made known in Jesus, and in that power strive to love his fellows. For the yoke of
s&^t±sh pride, such as rested on officials of a false religion and on the greedy in
trade, Jesus offered his meek obedience and his lowliness of heart. For the load
o f I d i dT# reedom, ' wh i ch soon cha fes and t i r es , Jesus o f f e red h i s f r eedom—the
freedom of dutiful sons of God the Father. For the burden of sin Jesus offereftd the
joy of sins forgiven and the power of 'an endless life.' For the heavy weight of
taxes and time -Christ offered, not escape, but the perfect faith that frees a man
man from both fear and hatred, and enables him to find 'honey in the rock.' The
result is rest. The word can be better translated 'refreshmeA' With each turning
toward Christ the 'weary' find cheer of soul. This refreshment is not Idleness,not
slackness of either hands or spirit, not exemption,from toil or any honorable demand
but peace, the deep calming of man's heart. V7as i t not Augustine who said that he
f o u n d n o s u c h i n v i t a t i o n i n C i c e r o o r P l a t o ? H o w c o u l d h e ? ' W n o n e k n o w s t h e F a -
f h p r F Y G P H l " fl l F i t . H i s i n v i t a t i o n i s m a n ' s b l e s s e d
A n g e l u s . " I B 3 9 0 —

His yoke is voluntary, not externally imposed. "Take my yoke." The yoke is easy
like a yoke well shaped and^f itted andJ^mootRe^ anT^erhaps lined with leather or



po ine so f t mate r ia l . God knov7s exac t l y how heavy a burden we can bear, how grea£ a
l ^ a d ' w e c a n p u l l . M a t t h e w fl e n r y s a y s t h e y o k e I s ' ' " T h e r e i s a
l ^ e n d - t h a t t h e b i r d s a t fi r s t h a d n o w i n g s ' , a n d t h a t t h e y r e b e l l e d w h e n w i n g s v ; e r e
g i v e n b e c a u s e t h e w i n g s s e e m e d t o b e a b u r d e n ; b u t w h e n t h e y a c c e p t e d , t h e b u r d e nlifted them to the sky. The ^^ght of Christ's yoke is yitog'ff"ttfThe
w o r d s t h a t c o u l d h a v e b e e n i n s c r i b e d o n i t w e r e t h o s e o f v e r s e 2 7 . . . " A l l t h i n g s h a v e
. b e e n d e l i v e r e d t o m e b v m v F a t h e r ; a n d n o o n e k n o w s t h e S o n e x c e o t t h e F a t h e r , a n d
n r . r . n o k n o w s t h e F a t h e r e x c e p t t h e P o n a n d a n v o n e t o w h o m t h e R o n h n

♦
M a y o u r s u m m e r b r i n g x ) a c c e p t a n c e a n d
t r u s t o f t h e W h o w h o o f f e r s t h e m o s t c o m p l e t e r e s t o f a l l .

G o d h a t h p r o m i s e d s t r e n g t h f o r t h e d a y,
R e s t f o r t h e l a b o r e r , l i g h t f o r t h e w a y .
Grace for the t r ia ls , he lp f rom above
U n f a i l fi n g s y m p a t h y , u n d y i n g l o v e . ( A n n i e J o h n s o n F l i n t ) .

P r a y e r ;

O f G o d o f p e a c e , w h o h a s t a u g h t u s t h a t i n r e t u r n i n g a n d r e s t w e s h a l l b e s a v e d ,
i n q u i e t n e s s a n d i n c o n fi d e n c e s h a l l b e o u r s t r e n g t h ;
B y t h e m i g h t o f t h y S p i r i t l i f t u s , w e p r a y t h e e , t o t h y p r e s e n c e ,
w h e r e w e m a y b e s t i l l a n d ~ k n o w t h a t t h o u a r t G o d .

B o o k o f C o m m o n P r a y e r .

H e b r e w s 3 & ^ s p e a k o f " e n t e r i n g i n t o a r e s t " — a l l u s i o n s t o t h e r e s t t o b e r e c e i v e d
b y t h e w a n d e r i n g I s r a e l i t e s i n t h e p r o m i s e d l a n d . T h e e x p r e s s i o n i s u s e d i n s e v e r a l
s e n s e s , a n d c o n t a i n s f o r u s t h e m e s s a g e o f " a p r o m i s e r e m a i n s o f e n t e r i n g s r e s t . "
I n t h e s ^ Q ^ o f ^ c r e a t i o n , e a c h o f t h e fi r s t 6 d d y s c o n c l u d e s w i t h t h e e x p r e s s i o n

. . t h a t i s , e a c h d a y h a d B u t "
S:here^~±s--no such expression for the 7th, the day God rested...and the Rabbis taught
tha t i t was e te rna l and eve r l as t i ng . A beau t i f u l t hough t , and t he op t i on i s
s t i l l open to a l l to enter that res t and the appeal o f 'Hebrev/s to us is : "Let us
t h e r e f o r e b e d i l i g e n t t o e n t e r t h a t r e s t . . . l e s t w e f o l l o w t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e I s r a e l
ites and fall into the same kind of dis'^edience" (as translated by Barclay) .



O'c^me and sing unto the Lord,
To Him our voices raise;
tiet us in our most joyful songs
The lord, our Saviour praise.

The Lord our Lod is King of Kings,
Above all gods Hist hrone;
The depths of earth ere in His hand.
The moun ta ins a re H is own ,

0 come, and bowing down to Him,
Our worsl i ip let us br ing;
Yea, let us kneel before the Lord,
Our Maker and ou" King.

0 •^hou wlio art our Hock and fforturess, our
Deliverer and strength, in 'fihom we trust,
we gather in worship to c la im-al l Thy
promises that Thy kindness shallxjafc not
depar t f rom us, ne i ther sha l l the covenant
of Thy peace be removed. May we this day
w i th a l l t he sa in t s a round the wor ld , r e j o i ce
in Ihy goodness and love. Thy power and Thy
care. And may we be acceptabfe in our worship
not because of any meri t in ourselves, but
b e c a u s e w e c l a i m t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f o u r
Saviour, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray
the prayer He taught H is d isd p ies . , . ,



0 Lord our God, the ^uthor md Giver of all
g o o d t h i n g s ;
We thank """hee for all thy merices,
and for Thy loving care over al l Thy creatures
We ble ss Thee for the gif t of l i fe;
For Ihy protection round about us;
For hy guiding hand upon us;
And for a l l the tokens of Thy love.
We tliank Thee f )r friendship and duty;
For good hopes and precious memories;
F o r t h e j o y s t h a t c h e e r u s ;
And the trials that teach us to trust in Thee,
M o s t o f a l l w e t h a n k T h e e f o r t h e s a v i n g
knowledge of Thy ^on oxw Saviour;
For the living presence of Thy Spirit, the
Comfor ter ;
For T'hy Church, the Body of Christ;
For the ministry of Word and sacrament;
F o r a l l t h e m e a n s o f g r a c e ;
And for the hope of glory.
In a l l these th ings, 0 Heaven ly Father,
make us ;sdse unto a right use of Thy benefits;
That we may render an acceptable thanksgiving
unto Thee a l l the days o f our l i fe .

Pray for : ^eret t Scroggs
Margaret Long
Wayne Smathers
CiCa.A^
W J i u ' l

r fkMradoniiA
(nitTofufonhoin mQCfOCfy/l"Ql/)



P E R F E C T J U S T I C E

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g ; I K i n g s 3 i l 6 - 3 8 » I I C o r . 5 : 1 0

Te x t : " B e h o l d ? a g r e a t e r t h a n S o l o m o n i s h e r e . " ( M t . 1 2 : 4 7 b )

<r7

L e g e n d i n t h e H o p p e r f a m i l y h a s i t t h a t w h e n m y F a t h e r w a s a l i t t l e b o y ? h e s e n t a
C h r i s t m a s c a r d t o a f a v o r i t e e l d e r l y s p i n s t e r a u n t ? a n d w r o t e i n i t : " D e a r A u n t M a t t :

A r e y o u r e a d y f o r t h e J u d g m e n t D A y ? " A g o o d q u e s t i o n f o r e a c h o f u s ? r e s t i n g o n t h e

B i b l i c a l a f fi r m a t i o n t h a t J e s u s w i l l c o m e " t o j u d g e t h e l i v i n o a n d t h e d e a d . " T h e O l d

Te s t a m e n t a c c o u n t o f K i n g S o l o m o n ' s f a m o u s t r i a l i l l u s t r a t e s s o m e t r u e ^ a b o u t t h a t

fi n a l d a y o f P E R F E C T J U S T I C E . T h i s f a m i l i a r s t o r y c o v e r s t h e e s s e n t i a l s o f t h e c a s e

f r o m b e g i n n i n g t o e n d . I t i s t h e o n l y e x a m p l e o f S o l o m o n ' s w i s d o m a s a j u d g e a b o u t

w h i c h g l o w i n g r e p o r t s c i r c u l a t e d o v e r t h e w o r l d o f h i s d a y . H e m u s t h a v e j u d g e d

h u n d r e d s o f c a s e s ? b u t t h i s o n e i s s i n g l e d o u t t o d e m o n s t r a t e h i s G o d - g i v e n w i s d o m .

jTwo womeh came before h im. They were ' har lo ts? very l i ke ly low c lass? desp ised by
t h e i r n e i g h b o r s ? p o o r a n d i g n o r a n t ? l i v i n g i n t h e r e a r r o o m s o f a t a v e r n . O n e o f * t h e m

c l u t c h e d a n e w - b o r n b a b y. C l e a r l y ^ t h e r e h a d b e e n a w h o p p i n g r o w b e t w e e n t h e m ? w i t h

p l e n t y o f h a i r - p u l l i n g a n d v i l e l a n g u a g e . A m o t l e y * c r o w d o f c u r i o u s s p e c t a t o r s p u s h e d
i n t o t h e p a l a c e b e h i n d t h e m w i t h e v e r y b o d y l o u d l y e x p r e s s i n g o p i n i o n s a s t o t h e r i g h t s

and wrongs o f the case . In a r i ch l ^^ decora ted ga l le ry to one s ide sa t d i s t i ngu ished

o b s e r v e r s f r o m f o r e i g n l a n d s . . . a n x i o u s t o s e e i f t h e r e p o r t s o f t h e s k i l l s o f t h i s

y o u n g k i n g w e r e t r u e . A t t h e e n d * o f t h e m a g n i fi c e n t h a l l o n t h e g r e a t t h r o n e o f i v o r y
a n d g o l d r e s t i n g o n a p l a t f o r m a b o v e s i x s t e p s ? fl a n k e d b y fi e r c e g o l d e n l i o n s s a t

S o l o m o n i n a l l h i s g l o r y .

Even before the king gave consent? one woman began to scream accusat ions. "We two

l i v e t o g e t h e r . 1 g a v e ^ b i r t h t o a b a b y s o n w h i l e s h e w a s w i t h m e . O n t h e t h i r d d a y

a f t e r w a r d s s h e t o o h a d a s o n ? b u t o n e n i g h t s h e r o l l e d o v e r i n h e r s l e e p a n d h e r c h i l d

was smothered to death. So she|got up in the middle of the n ight and exchanged her

d e a d s o n f o r m y l i v e b a b y. W h e n I c o u l d s e e i n t h e m o r n i n g ? I l o o k e d ? b u t h e w a s n o t

r e a l l y m y s o n ! I a p p e a l f o r j u s t i c e a n d t o h a v e m y l i v e s o n b a c k a g a i n . ! "

T h e o t h e r w o m a n w a s e q u a l l y v e h e m e n t . " N o . . . t h e l i v i n g b a b y i s m i n ^ ? a n d t h e d e a d o n e

i s h e r s ! " B u t t h e fi r s t o n e c r i e d o u t ? " N o ? t h e d e a d s o n i s y o u r s ? a n d t h e l i v i n g o n e

i s m i n e ! " P a l a c e g u a r d s h a d t o p u l l a p a r t t h e s n a r l i n g ? f a c e - s c r a t c h i n g m o t h e r s .

W h a t w o u l d t h e K i n g d o ? T h e r e w e r e n o w i t n e s s e s t o t h e a l l e g e d c r i m e e x c e p t t h e t w o

s t r o n g l y p r e j u d i c e d w o m e n . E v e n t o d a y ? i t i s s o m e t i m e s d i f fi c u l t t o s t r a i g h t e n o u t

h o s p i t a l n u r s e r y b a b i e s w h o g e t m i x e d u p . A n y o n e a s s h r e w d a s S o l o m o n h a d p r o b a b l y

fi g u r e d o u t w h i c h w a s t h e t r u e m o t h e r ? b u t h e h a d t o b e s u r e b e c a u s e h i s d e c i s i o n w a s



fi n a l . E i e a r . i y i t w a s a t e s t c a s e b e f o r e h i s o w n p e o p l e a n d h i s r e p u t a t i o n b e f o r e

f o r e i g n g u e s t s w a s a l s o a t s t a k e . D i d h e d e s e r v e t o b e a k i n g , a n d t h e r e f o r e a j u d g e ?

F i r s t h e c l e a r l y s t a t e d t h e f a c t s o f t h e c a s e ( v . 2 3 ) . . . s o m e t h i n g w e s h o u l d a l l d o

when se t t l i ng a d i spu te . Sudden fy i to everyone 's as ton ishment , So lomon commanded :

" B r i n g m e a s w o r d ! " j ? i " ^ l a c e i f g u a r d p r o f f e r e d o n e . . . b i g , s h i n y , a n d s h a r p . . . t w i c e a s

l o n g a s t h e l i t t l e b a b y . T h e k i n g b a r k e d a c r u e l o r d e r : " Ta k e t h e s w o r d a n d d i v i d e
t h e b a b y a n d g i v e h a l f t o e a c h w o m a n ! " . . a s t h o u g h h e w a s d i v i d i n g a c a n d y b a r b e t w e e n

two squabbling children. fmmedTateT^ the true mother, lovingly concerned over her
c h i l d , c r i e d o u t : " 0 k i n g , g i v e t h e o t h e r w o m e n t h e l i v i n g c h i l d , a n d b y n o m e a n s k i l l

i t ! " U n s p o k e n w a s h e r t h o u g h t : " O n e d e a d c h i l d i s e n o u g h . " B u t h e r c o m p a n i o n

c a l l o u s l y a g r e e d w i t h t h e k i n g : " D i v i d e h i m . . . t h e c h i l d w i l l b e l o n g t o n e i t h e r o f

u s ! " O n e s h o w e d ' l o v e , t h e o t h e r n o l o v e . . . t h e t r u e s t a t e o f e a c h h e a r t w a s

T h e n S o l o m o n p r o n o u n c e d j u d g m e n t : " G i v e t h e c h i l d t o t h e fi r s t w o m a n a n d b y n o m e a n s

kill him. She is his mGt-hgr!" f̂ '̂t̂ sntly'lthe other woman yield-*̂ p the child, and
t h e t r u e m o t h e r c l u t c h e d h i m t o h e r b o s o m w i t h t e a r s o f j o y a n d a l o o k o f

i n e x p r e s s i b l e g r a t i t u d e a s s h e t h a n k e d t h e k i n g . W h a t S o l o m o n s a i d t o t h e g u i l t y
w o m a n i s n o t r e c o r d e d . . S h e s t o o d • s h a m e d a n d c o n d e m n e d n o t o n l y f o r h e r c a r e l e s s n e s s

b u t f o r h e r w r e t c h e d c o n d u c t i n t r y i n g t o s t e a l a n o t h e r ' s l i v e c h i l d . N e w s o ^ t h e

k ing ' s dec is ion raced l i ke w i l d fi re th roughou t the who le k ingdom so tha t a l l " f ea red
t h e k i n o . " H e r e w a s a w e a n d r e s o e c t m i n q l e d w i t h t h e s u r e k n o w l e d g e t h a t e v e r y

c i t i z e n c o u l d e x p e c t f r o m S o l o m o n , - a n d - t h a t e v e n s e c r e t w r o n g c o u l d

n o t b e c o n c e a l e d f r o m h i m . T h e y s a w s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n h u m a n i n t h i s j u d g e . " T h e v t

s a w t h a t t h e w i s d o m o f G o d w a s i n h i m t o a d m i n i s t e r j u s t i c e . "

: & j l d m o n ' s d e c i s i o * ! p e r f e c t l y i l l u s t r a t e s c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s o f a j u d g m e n t e a c h o f u s

mus t some day face . fesu5" lonce sa id : "B^o ld» a g rea te r than So lomon i s he re . " He t

was talk ing about Himsejf . God's Word teaches that W1 f Jesus is tomf^^again, i&i the

d e a d w i l l b e h a i s e d , t h e y w i l l b e j u d g e d ' a l o n g w i t h t h o s e s t i l l a l i v e , a n d

t h a t t h e j u d g e w i l l b e C h r i s t J e s u s , i i e r e a d i n I I C o r . 5 : 1 0 , " F o r w e m u s t a l l a p p e a r
l / Y l

b e f o r e t h e i u d o m e n t s e a t o f C h r i s t , t h a t e a c h o n e m a v b e r e c o m p e n s e d f o r h i s d e e d s A o

t h e b o d y , a c c o r d i n o t o w h a t h e h a s d o n e , w h e t h e r o o o d o r b a d . " " C h e t r i a l o f t h o s e t w o

w o m e n i l l u s t r a t e s t h r e e t h i n g s t h a t w i l l b e t r u e o n t h a t l a s t g r e a t j u d g m e n t d a y

b e f o r e t h e " g r e a t e r t h a n S o l o m o n . " O n t h a t d a y a l l c r e a t i o n w i l l s e e f e l > S I N

EXPOSED, Cf&) JUSTICE EXECUTED, and tfej? THE JUDGE EXALTED.

1. SIN EXPOSED, ^olomo^ exposed that guilty women's wickedness just as surely as if
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h e h a d c u t a w a y h e r a t t e m p t e d c o v e r - u p w i t h t h a t s w o r d . T h i s w a ^ n o t a m e r e t r i c k ?

b u t b e c a u s e h i s i n t i m a t e k n o w l e d g e o f h u m a n n a t u r e e n a b l e d h i m t o d i s c e r n t h e t r u e

f r o m t h e f a l s e m o t h e r . 1 D n " t h e ^ fi n a l d a y o f a c c o u n t i n g , e a c h o f u s w i l l s t a n d b e f o r e a

j u d g e f a r " g r e a t e r t h a n S o l o m o n . " H e w i l l k n o w a l l t h e e n d i n t e n t s o f o u r
7 heafjs. Recorded 'in His omniscient mind in detail will be every action, every i.)qrd,

every thoucjh^which every man, woman and child has ever had. IjFasterj than any computer
H e w i l l i n s t a n t l y ^ u d o ^ ^ h i s v a s t s t o r e o f i n f o r m a t i o n ,
D a v i d c o n f e s s e d i n P s a l m 1 3 9 . . .

O L o r d < T h o u h a s s e a r c h e d m e a n d k n o w n m e .
T h o u d o s t k n o w w h e n I s i t d o w n a n d w h e n I r i s e u p ; \
T h o u d o s t u n d e r s t a n d m y t h o u g h t f r o m a f a r .
Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down,
A n d a r t i n t i m a t e l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h a l l m y w a y s .
Even before there is a word on my tongue.
B e h o l d , 0 L o r d , T h o u d o s t k n o w i t a l l .

G o d h a s a p p o i n t e d t h e J u d g e , J e s u s C h r i s t , a n d e n d o w e d H i m w i t h i n fi n i t e w i s d o m a n d

^BeforeJHim^ our ^^e^^Wes will be completely exposed to public view, ^ver^

" i^^^ | ior^ (Mt . 12;36) , every "sec^^^^^^£" (Rom. 2:16) wi l l appear. We natura l ly
c r i nge and reco i l f r om th i s , ^a t ' i ^ because o f s i n . Ue a re ashamed . We don*^ wan t

> to be seen as we real ly are. ' -^^| iT"the~l jarfle^ of Eden, ^dgg^^n^^v^^disobeyed God, af^

the forbidden fruit, were ashamed, and ran to hide in the underbrush. Innocen^;-
^ changed to ^hame because sin had come between them and God. Ever^since, the natural
p inclination of^ l̂l, born in sin as we are, is to^on^^^ to^^^e^ to ^ove^^up our

s i n .

IV'-f
^ put on* the day of judgment every sin will be exposed. (What "aj terr ify inq thought! ̂  T

r ight to expose the s ins o f a gangster l i ke A1 Capone, or a d ic ta tor l i ke Hi t le r, o r a
mons te r l i ke one o f t hose mass mu rde re r s . Bu t wou ld you wan t t o have you r eve ry

^ ^ e c r ^ ^ ^ h o u Q ^ , t o t h e w i c k e d
w a y s o f t h e w o r l d b o l d l y i i e a d l i n e d i n t h e m o r n i n g p a p e r ? ^ r 7 s u r e j w o u l d n o t ! J u s t f

CT'thinking about thi5,,^^x£05ur^ to say nothing of our ^^^^n^to please the Lord, should
c a u s e u s t o w o r k a n d p r a y h a r d e r t o b e m o r e a n d G o d . ^ n o w a n g *

t h a t t h e b o o k s w i l l b e a u d ^ ^ ^ a r g g o ^ ^ c a r d i s c o m i n g o u t , a c o m p l e t e
m a d e o f o u r c a r e e r s . . . c a n a c t a s a h e a l t h y s t i m u l u s .

Before the Judge wil l stand not only ^^ke^^^n^gentan^^^nne;^, but also terist iai^s
w h o a c c e p t H i m a s L o r d , h a v e r e p e n t e d o f t h e i r s i n , a n d c a s t t h e m s e l v e s u p o n H i s m e r c y

fo r sa lva t ion . These to t f w i l l be he ld a£counta^^^ fo r a l l deeds in the body, good and

b a d . B u t r e m e m b e i t N o l o n g e r w i l l w e s t a - d n a k e d i n o u r s i n , b u t t h e J u d g e H i m s e l f

^ will clothe us with perfect new_jL.lothes. . .the garments of jH^^^^^l^eousnes^ provided tjy Hiv>
f o r a l l w h o b e l i e v e i n H i m . T h e J u d g e w i l l l o o k u p o n t h e s e c l o t h e s a s H e p r o n o u n c e s



H i s v e r d i c t : " I n n o c e n t ! E n t e r i n t o t h e i o v o f t h e L o r d ! "

Wher t He sha l l come w i th t rumpet sound ,
O h , m a y I t h e n i n H i m b e f o u n d :
D r e s s e d i n H i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s a l o n e , . ,
F a u l t l e s s t o s t a n d b e f o r e t h e t h r o n e . l o j i - u l l i -

I I J U S T I C E • E X B M i g . S o l o m o r i r e n d e r e d p e r f e c t j u s t i c e , r e s t o r i n g t h e l i v i n g c h i l d t o

h i s r e a l m o t h e r . . . a l l t h e r e w a r d s h e w a n t e d . H o w h e p u n i s h e c H t h e o t h e r w e d o n ' t k n o w.

She had' been neaHs®£i^ caring for her own baby, she had st^^nanother woman's
c h i l d , l i e d a b o u t i t , a n d e v e n c o n s e n t e d t o h a v e t h e l i v i n g c h i l d m ^ ^ e ^ ^ ^ ^ o o .

S u r e l y ' S o l o m o n h a d a p r o p e r p u n i s h m e n t f o r s u c h a s p i t e f u l h a t e f u l w o m a n a n d r i g h t e d
t h e w r o n g t h a t h a d b e e n d o n e . H e r e i s a n i l l u s t r a t i o n o f h o w j u s t i c e w i l l b e e x e c u t e d

o n t h e ^ ^ ^

fn ouV world there is^much that is immoi^^, and ut^u^. "pie*
u n d e s e o ^ ^ g e t t h e h o n o r s a n d t h e d e s e o j ^ n o a r e o v e r l o o k e d . W i ^ e d , d i s h o n e ^ ,
u n s c r u p u l o u s m e n l i v e i n l u x u r y , w h i l e g o o d a n d l o v i n o a n d d i 1 i g e n t p e o p l e s u f f e r .

® e s u s s p o k ^ o f t h e r i c h m a n D i v e s g o r g i n g h i m s e l f a t a s u m p t u o u s b a n q u e t . . . a c c e p t e d

"as a part of the landscape" (Bare 1 ay)...whi1e the poor "wil̂azarus Isat starving at
h i s g a t e w i t h t h e d o g s l i c k i n g h i s o p e n s o r e s . . . b u t t h e t i m e c o m e s w h e n t h e s i t u a t i o n

i s rever^se^ because per fec t j us t i ce i s execu ted . ( i 4e Chr i s t iana* may be tempted to

wonder so much that seems unfa i r, jus t as anc ient ^o^^ j rest led wi th the
problem of the sufferings of the righteous, tbdaf we m^^ji^^indBrsta^ God's ways
a n d c a n o n l y i n f a i t h _ a c c e D t t h a t H e k n o w s b e s t .

But the' day is coming when all this will be,-,5et right. "pie^Judge will answer all such

questions of '^Wh^^^h^^^h^" "When* the Son^ comes in His glory, and all the angels
w i t h H i m , t h e n H e w i l l s i t o n H i s g l o r i o u s t h r o n e . t h e n a t i o n s w i l l b e

g a t h e r e d b e f o r e H i m ; a n d H e w i l l s e p a r a t e t h e m f r o m o n e a n o t h e r , a s t h e s h e p h e r d

s e p a r a t e s t h e s h e e p f r o m t h e o o a t s . ' M M t . 5 5 : 3 1 ) " A n h o u r i s c o m i n g i n w h i c h a l l w h o

are ir̂ r"~̂ e tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good
d e e d s , t o a r e s u r r e c t i o n o f l i f e , t h o s e w h o c o m m i t t e d t h e e v i l d e e d s t o a r e s u r r e c t i o n

o f j u d g m e n t J n . 5 : 8 9 I I I 1 . w i j X / k n o w t h a t " T h e r e i s n o p a r t i a l i t y w i t h G o d . " ( R o m .

a : l l )

M u c h s p e c u l a t i o n ^ a n d s o m e n o n s e n s e h a s b e e n s p o k e n a b o u t t h e D a y o f J u d g m e n t . . . a l 1 t h e

w a y f r o m t h o s e w h o w o u l d e x o n e r a t e e v e r y b o d y a t t h e h a n d s o f a J u d g e t o o l o v i n g t o
condemn anyone to eternal punishment to those who paint d^arkj ter^;jfying^ pictures of
t h e h o r r o r s o f t h e d a m n e d . n o t j t h e s e m a t t e r s t o l e a v e i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e

r i g h t e o u s J u d g e ? A 5 _ A b r a h a m / p l e d w i t h G o d w h o w a s a b o u t t o r a i n d o w n fi r e a n d
b r i m s t o n e o n & d o m ' a n d G f e m o r r a h ^ , " S h a l l n o t t h e J u d g e o f a l l t h e e a r t h d e a l



j u s t l y ? " ( G e n . 1 8 : 2 5 ) J f H e c a n n o t a l l o w u n r e p e n t a n t s i n t o g o

unpun ished. He" i s . infin i te ly lov ino i He w i l l g rac ious ly fo rg iv_^and reward H is

^obedient children? which was why^^ died on a cros5/^■fCT their sin. People are
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t " h u ^ a ^ ^ ^ o t ^ s " b u t u l t i m a t e l y w i l l d e t e r m i n e o u r

destiny. ^§TT~menj of every kind, are sinners and therefore deserve nothing but the
wrath of God and eternal death...that would be justice. But by the grac^^^^^ those
w h o r e p e n t a n d b e l i e v e a r e s p a r e d a n d r e w a r d e d w i t h a n H i s K i n g d o m .

- J — u o A j /Al l others are doomed^ How wonderful ' that our fai th rests on a Judge which/ is
t o e x e c u t e { D e ^ e ^ t j u ^ t ^ ^

I I I T H E J U D G E E X A LT E D . T h e a c c o u h l o f S o l o m o n ' s t r i a l c o n c l u d e s : " A l l I s r a e l f e a r e d

the kino." That fear included awe, res^^^^ and hon^. \^Isewher^ <I Kings A;30-3A)
w e r e a d : " S o l o m o n ' s w i s d o m s u r p a s s e d t h e w i s d o m o f a l l t h e s o n s o f t h e e a s t a n d a l l

t h e w i s d o m o f E o v o t . . . h i s f a m e w a s k n o w n i n a l l t h e s u r r o u n d i n g n a t i o n s . . . a n d m e n c a m e

f r o m a l l p e o p l e s t o h e a r t h e w i s d o m o f S o l o m o n . " " A l l t h e ' k i n g s o f t h e e a r t h w e r e

s e e k i n g t h e p r e s e n c e o f S o l o m o n t o h e a r h i s w i s d o m w h i c h G o d h a d p u t i n h i s h e a r t . ( I I

C h r o n . 9 : 2 2 - 2 3 ) T h e Q u e e n o f S h e b a h e a r d o f h i s f a m e a n d c a m e t o v i s i t a n d l e f t

s a y i n g , " B e h o l d a t h e h a l f w a s n o t t o l d w e ^ e x c e e d i n w i s d o m a n d p r o s p e r i t y t h e

r e p o r t w h i c h I h e a r d . " ( I K i n g s 1 0 : 7 ) P o s s i b l y ' n o j u d g e i n a l l h i s t o r y w a s e v e r s o

exalted, yet we know that in many respects Solomon was ^rjge^^e^^^nd far fr^^mw^e^
B u t a s a J u d g e , J e s u s C h r i s t w i l l b e ^ e r ^ e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ h t e o ^ , j u s t . . a n d

infin^^^^nor^^2<^te^^j5f3Hr^too, "the half has not been toldl"

O n t h e j u d g m e n t d a y , t h e c e n t r a l fi g u r e i n t h e c o u r t r o o m w i l l n o t b e t h e s i n n e r o n

t r i a l , a s i n h u m a n c o u r t s , b u t t h e J u d g e . A l l e y e s w i 1 1 b e h o l d H i m l w i l l

h e a r H i m ! A l l l i p s w i l l p r a i s e H i m ! ' ^ P h e ^ h o n o r o f j u d o i n o t h e l i v i n g a n d t h e d e a d

w a s c o n f e r r e d o n C h r i s t a s M e d i a t o r i n r e w a r d f o r H i s a t o n i n g w o r k a n d a s a p a r t o f

H i s k i n g s h i p . I n H i ' s • c ' a p a d i t v ^ a s J u d g e t o o , C h r i s t i s s a v i n g H i s p e o p l e t o t h e

u t t e r m o s t ; H e c o m p l e t e s t h e i r r e d e m p t i o n , j u s t i fi e s t h e m p u b l i c l y , a n d r e m o v e s t h e

l a s t c o n s e q u e n c e s o f s i n . " ( B e r k o f 7 3 2 )

The g rand^ pu rpose o f h i s to r y w i l l r each i t s fina l c l imax on t ha t day. "Even :
d i s o b e d i e n t u n r e p e n t a n t s i n n e r _ s . a n d S a t a n a n d h i s d e m o n s , w i 11 r e c o g n i z e a n d e x a l t

H i m a s t h e R i g h t e o u s J u d g e a l t h o u g h t h e y w i l l n o t s h a r e i n t h e g r a n t e d t o

be l ievers . Heavens w i l l# r ing w i th shouts o f "Ha^^^ ja^" and sa in ts w i l l j o in in

j o y f u l a n t h e m s o f p r a i s e . . . ^ t W o ^ h v * 1 5 t h e L a m b t h a t w a s s l a i n t o r e c e i v e p o w e r a n d
r i c h e s a n d w i s d o m a n d m i g h t a n d h o n o r a n d o l o r v a n d b l e s s i n g . " " S f ^ e n l w i l l b e f u l fi l l e d

to perfection the words of Paul: "Bod hi'dhl*^ exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name

t h a t i s a b o v e e v e r y n a m e , t h a t a t t h e n a m e o f J e s u s e v e r y k n e e s h o u l d b o w , o f t h o s e



w h o a r e i n h e a v e n * a n d o n e a r t h s a n d u n d e r t h e e a r t h * a n d t h a t e v e r y t o n o u e s h o u l d

c o n f e s s t h a t J e s u s C h r i s t i s L o r d « t o t h e o l o r v o f G o d t h e f a t h e r . " ( P h i l . 2 : 9 - 1 1 )

C o n c l u s i o n . " D e a r A u n t M a t t : A r e y o u r e a d y f o r t h e j u d g m e n t d a y ? " A g o o d q u e s t i o n .

It carries with it a wa^ij^ of the consequences of unrepented sin? a stimulus to live
as new creatures in Christ, and a tr̂ jmghan^̂ eĵ arnt̂ of̂ f̂̂ al exoneration before the
r i g h t e o u s J u d g e w h o H i m s e l f h a s p a i d o u r p e n a l t y . . ^ t h e d a y w h e n S i n i s e x p o s e d .
Justice executed, and the Judge exalted. "Behola< a greater than^lomon is here."

D a y o f j u d g m e n t ! d a y o f w o n d e r s ! H a r k ! t h e t r u m p e t ' s a w f u l s o u n d ,
L o u d e r t h a n a t h o u s a n d t h u n d e r s . S h a k e s t h e v a s t c r e a t i o n r o u n d .
H o w t h e s u m m o n s W i l l t h e s i n n e r ' s h e a r t c o n f o u n d !

S e e t h e J u d g e , o u r n a t u r e w e a r i n g , C l o t h e d i n m a j e s t y d i v i n e ;
Yo u w h o l o n g f o r H i s a p p e a r i n g T h e n s h a l l s a y, T h i s G o d i s m i n e !
G r a c i o u s S a v i o u r , O w n m e i n t h a t d a y a s t h i n e .

A t H i s c a l l t h e d e a d a w a k e n , R i s e t o l i f e f r o m e a r t h a n d s e a ;
A l l t h e p o w ' r s o f n a t u r e s h a k e n B y H i s l o o k s , p r e p a r e t o fl e e .
C a r e l e s s s i n n e r , W h a t w i l l t h e n b e c o m e o f t h e e ?

B u t t o t h o s e w h o h a v e c o n f e s s e d , L o v e d a n d s e r v e d t h e L o r d b e l o w .
H e w i l l s a y, C o m e n e a r, y e b l e s s e d , S e e t h e k i n g d o m I b e s t o w ;
Yo u f o r e v e r S h a l l m y l o v e a n d g l o r y k n o w.

J o h n N e w t o n ( Tr i n i t y H y m n a l 2 ^ 1 )
P E R F E C T J U S T I C E



DR. SONG NAI RHEE TO BE

A C A D E M I C D E A N

Dr. Song Nai Rhee, a widely respected faculty
member at NCC for twenty years, will become the
Academic Dean of the College upon the retirement
of Dr. J. Allan Clarke. Rhee will assume the duties of
Academic Dean this coming fall.

Born in Mamwon, Korea, in 1935, Rhee matr icu
lated at MCC in January. 1956, after one and a half
years at Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Seoul,
Korea. After receiving his B.Th. degree from MCC in
1958, Rhee went to Butler (now Christian Theologi
cal Seminary), from which he received both a B.A.
and M.A. in 1960. In 1963 he earned his first Ph.D. In
Old Testament and Semetic Languages from Drop-
sie University. Between 1969 and this year, he has
earned four more degrees from the University of
Oregon—MA. degrees in Asian Studjes_ari^Histpryin 1969, ah~MrS."Tn "AnthTd l̂ogy in^ 1?79, and a
Ph.D Anthro^Tq^, whlcfThe has just completed.

A naturalized U.S. citizen and ordained minister,
Rhee married M. Sue Bartholprnew in 1963, and the
couple has three daughters: Pam, Kathy, and Kristy.

During his tenure on the faculty of MCC, Song Mai
Rhee has taught the entire-cuniquium in Old Testa-
ment Studies (over nine coursesTTHebrew, CultuTal
Anthropology, Biblical Archaeology, the Society and
Culture of SiE. AsT^'Xi^^ Religiojis of M^kind,
ahd'OccSslo'rî  Mew Testament courses. He will continue to teach part-time while-he-serves as Dean.
Thus, he is certain to be a Dean who understands the
demands on faculty which a small college places.
Moreover, he is held in high esteem not only by his
colleagues at MCC, but in fact throughout the United
S t a t e s a n d a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .

Morthwest Christian College is fortunate to have
such a teacher and scholar as Dr. Rhee, and now we
are especially grateful that he will be sharing his
administrative skills as well in this new capacity.

Dr. Song Nai Rhee (B.Th.'58), Professor of Old
Testament and Archaeology, preached an MCC Day
sermon at North Hill Christian Church in Spokane,
WA. On April 4 he successfully defended his second
doctoral dissertation,-this one errtitled "Enaerging
Complex Society in Prehistoric Southwest Korea,"
which will be published both in the United States and
K o r e a .
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In the past few months the Center has received
books from Audrey Mumbach Fortna, Rev. Lloyd
Stamp, Prof. Ed Mclndoo, Ray Hewitt, Don Bubach,
Joseph Hollidc^, Olive Plaza, and Dr. Lany Crist of
the S. Idaho region.

Fairy Rickard. Dr. and Mrs. William J. Moore, Rev.
Roger Zimmerman, Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Ewing, Dr.
and Mrs. Ross J. Griffeth. President William Hays,
Mrs. Violet Maughan, Doris Bokovoy, Ambrose
Huff , and Dean J. A l lan Clarke cont inue to share
their magazine subscriptions with us.

After reading in last quarter's Concern about our
collection of Harold Bell Wright's novels, Mrs. Maude
Robertson gave us a copy of Wright's When a Man's
A Man. Volunteer Laurel Clarke was the bearer of the
gift to the Center.

Dr. Kenneth Hendricks presented the library with
three miniature Japanese screens based on famous
Japanese paintings. Chaplain and Mrs. George Ken
dall continue to provide the means of adding signifi
c a n t b o o k s t o t h e K e n d a l l M e m o r i a l C o l l e c t i o n
through their monthly contributions. Keith Yates,
father of student Pam Yates, has given two books he
has written to the Center. One is on the history of the
Woodcraft Home at Hood River, including an early
history of Hood River.

Dulcina Brown (Mrs. Clarence) Elliott, long-time
Director of Christian House, has given fourteen
scrapbooks to the archival collection of the LRC. The
scrapbooks concern activities of the House and par
ticipants from 1949 to 1965. There are many pic
tures in the books. The scrapbooks will be on display
during graduation festivities for your enjoyment.

Our very sp>ecial "THANK YOU" to all who have
given gifts to the Learning Resource Center this year!

A Cord ia l Inv i ta t ion
We invite you to visit the Learning Resource Cen

ter at graduation time when we join the campus com
munity in honoring the classes of 1914, 1924, 1934,
1944, 1954, 1964, 1974, and 1984. In addit ion we
will be highlighting in our exhibits the careers of
those retiring or resigning from the College this
Spring.

D E B O R A H O R T U N O

ADMISsloNS COONSELOR
F O R N C C

Don and his wife, Bettie, have a son, Rob, who is a
senior at Marist High School, and a daughter, Mimi,
who is a freshman at Oregon State University. We
welcome the Clark family to the NCC community!

P R O F . G O E T Z


