
H o w m y r n i s s i o n h a s c h a n o e d s i n c e I w a s fi r s t a p p o i n t e d a s a m i s s i o n a r y .

0 wa. mere anpm'nhed one year after World War II when Korea had been liberated from 40 years of
Japanese occupation, and reached the field in 1948, two years before the Korean War.

For over e decade Korea was poverty stricken, war-ravaged, politically and economically unstable
• • . d e v e s t e d .

A1hhnnr[h ready one of the most amazing products of miss ionary effor t , her church reflected
a l l t h i s t u r m o i l .

v-c|«/fcci
Pre-war^ strenoth was in the north and thousands of Christian^streamed south to escape
c o m m u n i s m e m p t y - h a n d e d , b e g i n n i n g l i f e a n e w b o l s t e r e d b y a s t r o n g f a i t h a n d z e a l t o s t a r t
c h u r c h e s w h e r e v e r t h e y s e t t l e d .

f^y mf ssi no—thsn and now is evangelism through church planting, but circumstances and methods now
a r e a s d i f f e r e n t a s n i g h t a n d d a y .

Upnn my North Chul la Presbytery assigned me a rural d istr ic t wi th over a hal f -mi l l ion
peoplêaeî 'aDOut 25 churches mŜ jtly too small to be recognized, and only 5 pastors.
They prnv/ir ier i me with precious l i t t le direction... jump in and get these weak churches on their
feet , help where v i l lages are c lamor ing for new churches to be star tedl

Fnr many HoraHoQ the Korean church had been self-governing, but in that emergency situation
o f n e c e s s i t y m i s s i o n a r i e s h a d t o r e l y o n t h e i r o w n d e v i c e s i n c h u r c h p l a n t i n g w h i l e a l s o
admin is ter ing hospi ta ls , schools , seminar ies, and an enormous re l ie f program.

Tnriay finrie; physir.al condit ions improved from primit ive to modern, from dangerous to secure,
f r o m u n c o m f o r t a b l e t o r e l a t i v e e a s e .

Churrh loadBrghip has multiplied 10-fold, and we work alongside well-educated, competent and
d e d i c a t e d p a s t o r s , e d u c a t o r s , a n d m e d i c a l p e r s o n n e l .

I ns t i t u t i ona l wo rk i s en t i r e l y unde r t he d i r ec t i on o f Ko rean co l l eagues .

Where for msnv yssrs I was often assigned pastoral oversight (sort of a 1-man session) over
35-40 churches, the increasing number of Korean pastors no longer makes this a necessity.

I st i l l work as a church planter in c lose cooperat ion with the evangel ism committees of 4 Pres
byteries with approval of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea...encouraging
e v e r y e f f o r t t o p l a n t a n d n u r t u r e n e w c h u r c h e s .

All administration has moved from post-war missionary hands into Korean Church management,
g i v i ng he r f u l l con t ro l o f he r own a f f a i r s , g row ing se l f - confidence as an i nd igenous i ns t i t u t i on ,
a n d i n c r e a s i n g p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h o v e r s e a s c h u r c h e s .

'"'eanmhile the missionary is free to engage in direct evangelism and to participate in the
l i f e o f t h e y o u n g c h u r c h a s n e e d e d .

I g r n u i n l r i R r I fi n d m y s e l f g i v i n g m o r e t i m e t o c o u n s e l l i n g w i t h s e m i n a r y s t u d e n t s , y o u n g e r
p a s t o r s a n d r u r a l e v a n g e l i s t s a s w e v i s i t b a c k a n d f o r t h .

UIb are still able to help with some toughV" jobs nobody else wants, and sometimes act as "neutral"
peacemakers in church disputes.

We re I'oice that like Paul's missionary t̂  touring Asia Winer we can report that "the churches
are be ing s t rengthened in the fa i th , and are increas ing in number da i ly. "

w h p n m v m i f p a n d I r e t i r e i n 1 9 8 6 , w e k n o w w e w i l l l e a v e a c h u r c h b e g i n n i n g h e r s e c o n d c e n t u r y,
founded on the Word of God, blessed by His Spir i t with a fire for evangel ism, able to survive and
grow as the need for missionaries declines, geographically and historically strategically located



by the providence of God to assume a place in the forefront of vuorld^uride svssion*

T h a n k ' ^ o d t h a t " H e m u s t i n c r e a s e , b u t I m u s t d e c r e a s e * * * * ~ T
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