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~-GENERAL INTRODUCTION-

The g_ggroach

As indicated by the title of this book, it is a Biblical, not a
critical commentary on Isaiah. As such it is written from the view-
point of a minister of the gospel and missionary of the cross, who is
particularly conscious of two scriptural commands to such a workman.
The first one is, 'Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God,
& workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of
truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15). The seccnd command, found in the same epistle,
is simply this, "Preach the word." (2 lim$. 4:2a). With these clarion
calls to our God-given task ringing in our ears, we would make it the
sarnest prayer from the heart that the Holy Spirit give us such a clear
splritual understanding of the prophet Isalah, and such a dominant
passion to reafh the unreached with this saving message, that we may
sach be an evangelisi like Philip of old, who, "opened H s mouth, and
»eglnning from this seripture, preached unto him Jesus.®

, The scripture text used in this commentary is the American Revised
fersion of the Sible. "The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge," with 1ts
shousands of scripture references and parallel passages, has been a

wst valuable help in our study. Also wide use has been made of views
and inteﬁpretations found in the best commentaries and Bible dictionaries
it our disposal. An effort has been made to give due acknowledgement,
)articularly when these sources are directly quoted. Such quotations
rom the various writers on Isalah are found on practically every.page.

At the head of the list, most often quotéd, is J. A. Alexander, of
thom his colleague, Dr. Hodge, said, "I regard Dr, Joseph Addison
Afexander as incomparably the greatest men I ever knew - as incom-
arably the greatest man our church ever. produced.? His commentary

n lsalah has been designated "his crowning lsbor, hid imperishable
onument. "

: Next to_Alexander, the writer quoted most is Franz Delitzsch.

mong other Bible scholars frequently quoted are John Calvin, Barnes,
atthew Henry, Fausset, Skinner, Moulton, Dummelow, George Adam Smlth, -
» A. Webb, W. H, Marquess, Gborge L. Robinson, Edward Mack, and Camp-
61l Morgan. TUse has been made of dictionaries of the Bible by Davis,

y Smith, and by Schaff, and of the International Standard Bible Ency-
lopaedia.

! For the interpretation of the prophetic parts of scripture and of

salah in particular, Dr. Alexander has stated a few exegetical maxims,

aich we may well keep in mind in our study, #nd from which we quote

3¢ following:

! “The prophets were inspired to reveal the truth and will

of ¢od, in reference to the past and present, no less than the

future. In Isaiagh, for example, we find many statements of a

general nature, and particular exhibitions of the general prin-

ciples which govern the divine administration, especially in

reference to the chosen people and their enemles or persecutors.
"A11 predictions, or prophecies in the restricted sense, are

not specific and exclusive, that is, limited to one occasion or

; emergency, but many are descriptive of a sequence of events which



has been often realized ---.

"A11 the predictions of lsaish, whether general or specific,
are not to be literally understood. <the ground of this position
is the fact, universally admitted, that the Prophecies abound in
metaphorical expressions ==--,

" Phe prophecies of this book are not to be always understood
in a figurative or spiritual sense ---. The same application of
the laws of common sense and of general analogy, which shows that
ig%e p{edictions must be metaphorical, shows that others must be

era. hndae b Y . . .

"The question under which of these descriptions -any prophecy
mist be ar-anged, that 1s, the question whether it is strictly
a prediction, and if so, whether it 1s general or partiecular,
literal or figurative, can only be determined by a thorough in-
dependent serutiny of each case by 1tself, in reference to form and
substance, text, and context, without regard to arbltrary and ex-
clusive theories, but with a due regard to the analogy of Seripture
in general, and of other prophecles. 1in particular, especially of
such as belong to the same wrlter, or at least to the same period,
and apparently relate to the same subject."”

Above all, in our approach to the study of the book of Isalah, may
t be with the prayer, "0Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
hings out of thy law." (Psalm 119:18), and with the promise, "But the
oly Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you

1l things, and bring to your remembrance all that I sald unto you."
John 14:26).,

Oha Isalah.

Many modern critical scholars, largeiy irum Germany, have led in
merous attacks against the unity and genuineness of the book of Isaiah.
18y have so dlvided up the book as to assigh its authorship to more
lan one person, ln some cases to several authors, living over a
’rlod of several centuries. In many cases there is wide disegreement
nong these critics themselves, so that to follow theilr various theorles
3 extremely difficult.

"But we are not concerned over-much with these mmltitudinous internal
Lsturbances of criticism. 4nd if we were, which should we follow?
orge Adam Smith, or Driver, or Cheyne, or Duhm, or Marti, who disagree- .
r centurles in their assignment of the time of origin to the same chap-
8. n (MaCk) .

The view of conservative scholars, who believe in the unity and
LtegritY of the book of Isalah, is set forth in such standard works
} Smith's Dictionary of the Bible (1872), A Dictionary of the Bible,
r John D. Davis (1907), and the International Standard Bible Encyclo-
ledia (1925), article by George L. Robinson.

"For our present purpose it must suffice briefly to indicate the
'llowing reasons as establighing.the intbgrity of the -whole bodk, emd
' indicating the authenticity of the second part:-

y «

m,
T .



(a) Externally ~ The unanimous testimony of Jewish and Christian
tradition - Ecclus. 48:24-25, which menifestly refers to this second
part. The use apparently made of the second part by Jeremiah, Eze-
kiel, and Rephanish. The decree of Cyrus 1ln Ezra l:2-4, which plainly
is founded upon Is. 44:28; 45:1, 13, accrediting Josephus's state-
ment that the Jews showed Cyrus Isaiah's predictions of him. The
inspired testimony of the N,T., which often quotes wilth specification
of lsalah's name propheciles found in second part.

(b) Internally - The unity of design and construction which ---
connects these last twenty-seven chapters with the preceding parts
of the book. - The oneness of diction which pervades the whole book.
The absence of any other name than ‘saiah's claiming the authorship. -
The clalms which the writer makes to the foreknowledge of the deliver-
ance of Cyrus, which clalms, on the opposing view, must be regarded
as a fradulent personation of an earlier writer. - Lastly, the pre-
dictions which it contains of the character, sufferings, death and
glorification of Jesus Christ; a bellever in Christ cannot fall to
regar se predictions as affixing to this second part the broad
seal of Divine Inspiration; whereby the chief ground of objection
against 1ts having been written by Isalah is at once annihilated.”
(Smith's dictionary of the Bible, page 117 See chap. 1:4 with note
on "Holy One of Israel," and General introduction to chapters 40-66.

Isalah, the Man.

"The vision of *saiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem, in the days of “Yzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, =snd Heze-
kiah." (Is. 1l:1)

Little is known of the personal history of isaiah, "The king of

. all prophets,"™ "The fifth evangelist,™ "The St. Paul of the 0ld Testa-
ment! His name means, "Jehovah saves," suggestive of the grand redemp-
. tive theme which characterizes his prophecy. He was probably born,
reared, and educated in Jerusalem, belonging to a family of high rank.
According to tradition he was a cousin of king Uzziah. He had a

wife and two sons. The symbolic names .of these.sons, (ch. 7:3; 8:2-3)
are suggestive of the two themes of judgment and grace so prominent

in his prophecy.

He may have known personally the prophets Amos, Hoséa, and Micah,
his younger contemporary. '

That outstanding personal experience of his life, his call and
commission, recorded in chapter six, was evidently a pivotal point
in his life, a glorious preparation for his mighty task, wlthout
which we would not have had his matchless prophecy. 1t 1s no wonder
that Chrlst and the New Testament writers quote this prophet more
frequently than any other, and that the apostle John, after repeated
quotations fromJsaiah, sald, "These things sald Isalash, because he
saw his glory, and he spake of him." (John 12:41).

Isaish was the master statesman of his day. "No Hebrew prophet
ever lived whose political horizon, domestic and forelgn, was wider
or mae extended than that of Isalah of the eighth century B.C.
Syria, Assyria, Babylonia, Egypt, Philistia, Ammon, Moab, and Edom
were all actors upon the ever changing stage of history ---. No
prophet of the vld Testament combined more perfectly than Isalah



earthly wisdom and sagacity, courage and conviction, versatility of
gifts and singleness of purpose, on the one hand, with clear vision
and spiritual inbtulitlon, a love of righteousness and a-keen appre-
ciation of Jehovah's majesty and holiness on the other. Valeton
describes him thus, 'Never perhaps has there been another prophet
like Isaish, who stood with his head in the clouds and his feet on
the solid earth, with his heart in the things of eternity and with
his mouth and hand in the things of time, with his spirit iu une T
eternal counsel of God and his body in a very definite moment of
histopy'." (George L. Robinson, .The Book of Isaiah.)

Tradition has it that Isalah was martyred, his body being sawn
asunder, during the reign of king Manasseh. °Some think that -refer-
ence is made to the manner of his death in the expression, "they
were sawn asunder" in Heb. 11:37. We are sure of this, .that. his
name stands higch among the heroces of faith of all the ages.

The Times of Isalah  ~ ° . |
(Is. 1:1) ' ST,

' The introductory verse of the book of Isaiah not only names the .
author, but also the period of his ministry, "in the days.of Uzziah, .
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekish, kings of Judah." This was one of the. .
most noteworthy periods in. JudaH's history. - A theorough presentation
of this historical background is found in 2 Aings 15-20, and 2 Chron.’
26-32, while much of this history is.also found in the book of Isalahy
particularly chapters 36-39. . .-

The ministry of Isaiah, according to Dr. Edward Mack, was ful- -
filled between 741 and 695 B.C. "At that time Assyria and Egypt :
were struggling against Tach other for world supremacy, and unfor- .
tunate Palestine lay between the two contestants. its strategle®
position made it coveted of both empires, and in consequence inveding ..
armles often swept ruthlessly through all its length. -This struggle’ K
of centuries, coming to climax in Isaish's time, must he held in y
mind, in order to the understanding of m ny of . his chapters.. The
whole world was in upheaval, very much as in our own time. Many.
nations were seeking better places for themselves in the ‘sun, and
fighting also to make their national gods supreme on earth. Isaiah'sg
land and kings were caught in this restless and ambitious surging of .
the peoples." (Mack). : : , .

-
-

Uzzigh's long reign of about a half century was the greatest
in prosperity and material progress that Judeh had seen since the
reign of Solomon. He "did that which was right in°the eyes of Jehovah,”r
but did not remove the high places where the people sacrificed to* -
other gods. "He set himself to seek Jehovah . . . and as long as he .

sought Jehovah, God made him to prosper:"

-

"But when he was strong, his hedrt was 1ifted up, so that he I
did corruptly, and he trespassed against Jehovahlhis God." He was:
made a leper ﬁpr attempt1n§ fo burn indense unto Jehovah, thus usurp-
ing the priests® office. He was a leper unto the day of his death, -
and dwelt in a separate house, being a leper, for he was cut off from
the house of Jehoveh." Hence his son, Jotham, had tQ be assoclated

with him in the government, judging the peéople of the land. -

<

- ‘ -
-



Jotham, reigning 16 jyears, followed largely in the footsteps of -
his father in his personal religion, his policies, and his program
for the development of his country. "So Jotham became mighty, be- #
cause he ordered his ways before Jehoveh his God." '

Under the reign of 4haz the general condition of Judah grew
much worse. His 16 year reign was characterized by gross 1idolatry,
(2 Kings 16:1-4), wars with Syria and Israel, and the turning of Ahagz
to Tiglath-Pileser, king of Assyria, for help contrary to the clear
warning of the prophet Isalah. "He made flesh his arm, and thereby
entangled the people of Jehoveh with the kingdom of the world in a
manner unknown before, so that they completely lost thelr indepen-
dence. Assyria and Rome are the first and the last members of the
world-kingdom that brought enslavement and oppression on Israel
throughout her history. The times of Isaiah saw the approach of
the c@lamity." (Delitzsch)

"For Jehovah brought Judah low because of Ahaz, king of Israel, V
for he dealt wantonly in Judah, and trespassed sore against Jehovahnyaﬁn“”
Ang Tiglath-Pilesen king of Assyria, came unto him snd distressed RS
him, but strengthened him not . . . And in the time of his distress” ' &
did he trespass yet more against Jehovah, this same king Ahaz,"

L/

Hezekiah was "the good son of a bad father and the good fathe:“Mwlgv
of a bad son.” MHe trusted in Jehovah, the God of Israel; so that ~ -y
after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor among .
them that were before him. For he clave to Jehovah; he departed
not from following him, but kept his commandments, which Jehovah
commanded Moses." (Conditions were improved under the reforms of
this good king, yet Assyrian aggression was looming more and more
upon the horizon. Hezeklah had been on the throne only about five
years when Samaria was thken (722 B.C.) by Sargon, and the ten
tribes carded into captivity.

The biggest political event of Hezeklah's reign, and of the
entire period of Isaiah, was Sennacherib's invasion of Judah, 701l B.C.,
"which ended in disaster for the Assyrian hosts, due to the supernatural
interposition of Jehovah. In his own account of his campalgn in
Judah, Sennacherib says, "As for Hezekliah himself, like a bird in
a cage, in Jerusalem, his royal c¢ity, I shut him up." It is sig-
nificant that Sennacherib falls to complete the record by telling of
the destruction of the Assyrian army and the miraculous deliverance
of Judah's capital.

Concerning the times of Isaish Dr. Alexander says, "The two
most remarkable conjunctures in the history of Judah during Isailah's
ministry are the invasion of the combined force of Syria and Israel
in the reign of Ahaz, followed by the destruction of the kingdom of
the ten tribes, and the Assyrian invasion in the fourteenth year of
Hezeklah, endling in the miraculous destruction of Sennacherib's army
and his own ignominous flight. The historical interest in this im-
portant period 1s further heightened by the fact, that two of the
most noted eras ln chronology fall within it, to wit, the era of
Nabonassar, and that computed from the building of Rome."
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The Book of Isaiah.

The first verse of the book suggests something of i1ts character
and its contents. It is essentially a "vigion™. According to
Alexander this means, "Supernatural perception, inspiration, revela-
tion, prophecy, here put collectively for Prophecies.”

"The title of the book 'The Vision of Isaiah," turns our eyes
to the future at the very beginning. The word indicates a spiritual,
or mystical, or transcendental, or far-away vislon; not what the eye
sees, but the vision of the heart, when the eyes are closed. What
eye could not see, nor ear hear, neither could enter into the imag-
ination of man, God has revealed to us by His Spirit through Isaisgh."l

The simple yet sublime thfoughts of Isalah are clothed in a match-
less literary form. Dr. Moulton says, "Even in literary form the
world has produced nothing greater than Isaiah.® Of Isaiah's prophecy
Dr. Mack says, "His book is the finest art gallery of the past, nearly
every verse a plcture with the finest lines and colors of art.

"For versatility of expression and brilliancy of imagery Isaiah
has no superior, not even a rival. iis style marks the climax of
Hebrew literary art. ®Poth his periods and descriptions are most
finished and sublime. 'Every word from him stirs and strikes its
mark,! says Dillmenn. %Yeauty and strength are characteristic of his
entire book. He 1s perfect artist in words. No other 0ld Testament
writer uses so many beautifully picturesque illustrations."2

Isaiah wrote primarily "concerning Judah and Jerusalem." While
whole chapters are concerning foreign nations, yet all the nations
are related to the chosen land and the holy city, the seat of the
true religion, the "spiritual metropolis of the world.?

Isaiagh is one of the greatest of all books on world missions.
Two theme words in its message are judgment and peace (See Campbell
lMorgen's Analyzed Bible). Judgment is pronounced upon the world of
the wicked, and peace 1s promised to the true worshippers of Jehovah,
perfect peace to the steadfast mind who trusts in Him, ‘he price
of this peace was the subatitutionary sacrifice of the suffering
Servant of Bhovah, "The greatest thought in the Uld Testament."
(See Chapter 53).

Christ and the New Testament writers repeatedly recognize the
divine inspiration and authority of Isalah. "We are not left, how-
ever, to infer this incildentally; for it is proved directly by the
frequent combination of the title rrophet with the name Isaiah (Matt.
3:3; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; Luke 3:4; 4:17; John 1:23; Acts 8:28-30; 28:

235) ; by the repeated statement that he prophesied er spoke by Inspira-
ion (Merk 7:6; Rom 9:29); by the express declaration tnat some of
his predictions were fulfilled in the history of Christ and his con-
temporaries (Mt. 3:3; 4:14; 8:17; Acts 28:25{."5 Added to all of
this is that remarkable statement in John 12:41 that Isalah saw

1. Edward Mack.
2. George L. Robinson.
3. Alexander.
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Christ's glory and spoke of Him. "These expressions place.it beyond
all possibility of doubt that the New Testament described Isalah as
a Prophet in the strictest and highest sense inspired of of God.?4

4. Ibid.
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Chap. 1:2-31. Jehovah's Controversy With His People.

The design of this introductory discourse is "to show the connection
'tween the sins and sufferings of God's people, and the ne%issity of
rther judgments as means of purification and deliverance.

The chapter may be conveniently divided into five parts:

(1) Vs. 2-4. The Corruption of the People - ingratitude and
bellion against God. 4 -

(2) Vs, 5-9. The Consequences of Their Sin - misery, national
lamities, "The suffering 1s first represented by the figure of disease
4 wounds, and then in literal terms as the effect of an invasion, by
ich the nation was left desolate, and only saved by God's gegard for
8 elect from the total destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah,."

(3) Vs. 10-17. The Contrasted Ways of Seeking Jehovah. Mere
rmal religion is utterly inadequate, and abhorrent unto God. The true
¥y to God's favor is the way of repentance--forsake evil and do well.

(4) Vs. 18-20. A proffered Change and a Consideration of Conduct.
hovah condescends to reason with Ris people, is wIIlIng to change thelr
ns into the opposite. He promises reward to the obedient and threatens

punish the disobedient.

(5) Vs. 21-31. The Comparison of lsrael as it is with what it
S been, and with what it shell be. - T T

"In the former comparison he employs two metaphors, each followed by
literal explanation of its meaning; that of a faithful wife become a
rlot, and that of adulterated wine and silver, both expressive of a
ral deteriation, with special reference to maglstrates and rulers. (Vs.
-23) In the other comparison, the coming judgments are presented in
> two fold aspect of purification and deliverance to the church, and
destruction of its wicked members. The Prophet sees the leading men
Israel destroyed, first as oppressors to make room for righteous rulers

1 thus save the state, then as ldolators consumed by that in which they
1sted for protection. (Vs. 24-31)"3

"The chapter, entitled by Ewald 'The Great Arralgnment', stands wor-
.1ly as the introduction to Isaish's prophecies. Its leading ideas - -
» those which underlie not only Isaiah's teaching, but also that of
. the pre-Exilic prophets; and these elementary principles are here pre~
‘ted with a force and clearness unrivalled in the Yld Testament. Cer-

n resemblances both in thought and expression to the 'Song of Moses!
ut. 32) have been noted by commentators."”

2. "Hear, O heavens, and give ear, 0 earth; for Jehovah hath spoken.,"

The prophet calls heaven andg earth to witness what Jehovah is sbout
Speak against his people. The universe was called to witness when God
ke through the law-giver, Moses (see Deut. 32:1) whose words were simi-

to these of Isalah. "For Jehovah hath spoken" i1s sufficient reason to -
and the attention of the whole world. God"s Iinal word has been spoken
us in His Son. Se Heb., 1:1-3. "I have nourished (or made great and

Alexander on Isaish.

Ibid.
[bid.

kinner:. "Cambridge Bible"
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talted) and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me."

le words™ 'chIldren' and 'Tthey' are emphatic. When lLsrael was In Egypt
>hoveh said, "Israel 1s my son, my first-born" (Ex. 4:22). Israel's
*1gin and growth to manhood and honor were due to the grace of God.

ren they were gullty of filial ingratitude--a most heinous sin. "From
le time that Solomon, towards the end of his relgn gave himself up to
lolatry, the worship of idols had never wholly ceased, even in public,
wwn to the days of Isalah---Hence the expression, 'they have broken

7ay from me' which sums up the whole of Israel's ingratitude in the one
lminating sin, applies to the entire history of the nation from the
mith of glory under David and Solomon down to the time of the prophet. "9

3. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; but Israel
)th not know, my people doth not consIder.

ana.
Israel's spiritual ignorance and thoughtlessness 8 put to shame by
1@ dumb animals which have some knowledge of their owners and masters
1o feed them, and which exercise instinctive fidelity to them. (Jer.

7). It is God's people, choSen from all the people of the earth, '"my
iople" who do not consider.

4. Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil-
ers, children that deal corruptly!l they have Torsaken Jehovah, they

zg despised the Holy One ol Israel, they are estranged and gone back-
rd.

Instead of being a holy nation (Ex. 19:6) they are a nation habitually

nning; instead of being the people of Jehovah they are a people laden
th sin, as with a talent of lead (Zech. 5:7-8); instead of belng the
ed of righteous they are the seed of evil parents, instead of being
1ldren of Jehovah, they are children dealing corruptly. (Gen. 6:12).
© three concluding clauses complete the description of Israel's apostasy-
postasy "in disposition, in words, in their way of acting!6 "The Holy
e of Israel", the title of God here used for the first time in Isalah,

found 25 times in the book, and only six times olsewhere in the 01d
stament. It has been called "the Key-note of Isalanic prophecy."7 It
ums up his fundamental conception of God in relation to Israel® (Cam-
ldge Bible). <Yound throughout the book this is one of the strong argu-
nts in favor of the unity of Isaish. See Introduction.

5. Why will ye be still stricken, that ye revolt more and more? the
ole head 1S sIck, @nd the whole heart Talnt. '

Following sin (vs. 2-4) must come misery (vs. 5-9). Why continue to
11 down more judgments by revolting against Jehovah more and more?
ffering for sin is here compared to sickness. "Head and heart are
med as the noblest portions of the outer and the inner man; outwardly
d inwardly, every individual of the nation has already been smitten
the wrath of God."8

6. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness
it; bUuT wounds, and bruisSeS, and ITeSH Stripes: they HAve not been closed,
1Thér bound Up, neithér mollified WIith oIl.
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The body of Judah - the whole people - is diseased, there is nothing
und. Not only is the disease general and grievous, and the wounds many
d continuing, but the remedy has hot been applied. (Luke 10:34) On
© other hand the wounds have been neglected. The people do not care
r the physician nor the medicine.

7. Your country is desolate; your citles are burned with fire; your

nd, strangers evour it In your presence, and It IS desolate, as over-

rown by strangers.

After using the figure of verses 5-6 to set forth the effect of his
oples! sin, literal language is uded showing thelr suffering as the ef-
ct of a foreign invasion. The country in general is waste and desolation.

This verse gives a suggestion as to the date of this first prophecy.
ace there were more than one foreign invasion of Judah in Isalah's time,
terpreters differ as to the invasion here mentioned, one assigning 1t

the invasion by Resin ard Pekah in the reign of Ahaz about 735 B.C.
Salah 7:1); another to the invasion by Sargon (Isaiah 20:1) 711 B.C. and
third to the invasion by Sennacherib (Isaiah, Chaps. 36-37) in Hezekiah's
lgn 701 B.C. Considerable evidence favors the first date. See 2 Chron.

8. And the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in the vineyard, as
lodge Tn a”garden of cuEEmbers,'EE a besleged 61Ty,

"And the daughter of Zion, that 1s the people of Zion or Jerusalem,
18idered as the capital of Judah, and therefore representing the whole
bion, is left, not forsaeken, but left over or behind as a survivor,
te & booth, a temporary covert of leaves and branches in a vineyard,
te & lodge in a melon-field, like a watched city -- cut off from all
munications with the country."

9. Except Jehovah of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant,
should have been as Soddm, we should have been 1Tké unto Gomorrah.

Following the figure of disease and the fact of desolation of the
Ve verses there would have followed fearful destruction like unto
lom where only four escaped, like unto Gomorrah where  all were des-
yed, except for the favor of God in saving the remnant according to
» election of grace. Y'his verse is cited in Paul's argument in Rom.
0. Remmant has reference to "a minority of true believers in the
st of the prevailing unbelief. Jehovah of hosts means the Sovereign
.er of heaven and earth and all the hosts of them, that is, all their
abitants (Gen. 2:1)."10 "The word hosts which is used in the title
‘ers to the armies of the universe. The designation pictures the .
.verse, in 1ts spiritual and material aspects, as forming a vast army,
numerous divisions, of various kinds of troops, in orderly array
ler the command of jehovah. One division consists of angels -- another
't consists of the stars -- yet another host consists of all the forces

nature -- the Lord of hosts, he is the King who alone commands."
wwia Bible Dictionary. p. 312)

|---~----------—----—------—----------—---------------------
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10. Hear the word of Jehovah, %g rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the
law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah,

The wickedness of Sodom is set forth in Gen. 13:13 and Ezeklel 16:49.
Jerusalem, when rebuked for her sin "is spiritually called Sodom" in Rev.
11:8. In like manner the rulers of Jerusalem and the people subject to

them are here addressed as rulers of Sodom and as people of Gomorrah.

"Word and law both denote the revelation of God's will as & rule of faith
Pnd duty. "11

i 1l. What unto me 1s the multitude of your sacrifices? saith Jehovah:
! have had enoUgh ol the burnt-offerings of rams, sd the faf of fad beasts;

ind I delIght not In The blood of bullocks, or of Iambs, or of he-goats.
i

o Animal sacrifices, external acts of worship, without corresponding
jeart obedience are displeasing unto Jehovah. Compare I Sam. 15:22 and
Isalms 51:16-19, Micah 6:7. .

i 12, When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your
ﬁgg, o trample my courts? -
|

; Not only their sacrifices are condemned but also their attendance at

pe courts of the temple to present them. Merely formal treading of the
pnctuary is a desecration. Micah 6:8. ‘

!

! 13. Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me ;
w moon &nd sabbath, the ca g

ITing of asSemblles-=1 cannot awvay with InTquity
the sofiemn meeting. - -

f

' "What he said before of animal sacrifices and of attendanée at the
kmple to present them, is now extended to bloodless offerings, such as
cense and the meal offering, as well as to the observance of sacred
imes, and followed by a brief intimation of the sense in which they

jre all unacceptable to God, namely when combined with the practice of
}iquity."lz The last clause of this verse gives a key to the interpre-
ition of this context. It is the hypefcritical combination of "wicked-

%ss and worship" which is so severely condemned. See Mal. 1:10, Luke

1242, and Proverbs 21:27,

N
' 14. Your hew moons and your appointed feasts my soul:hateth; they are
jtrouble ™ Unto me; I &m weary of bearing them, -

r me; - am ol

. The soul of god is "the centre of His being, encircled and penetrated
Iselﬂconsciousness; hence,

whatever the soul of UGod hates (Jer. 15:1) or
ves (Is. 42:1) that he hates or loves in the inmost depths and in the
ole extent of His being."l3 (amos 5:21) The soul of Jehovah hates the
hevotional, punctifious observance of these sacred times and festivals,
PY have become a burden or cumbrance to Him. All sin is a burden, par-
sularly mere formal religio
!

n without the inner spirit.

15. And when ye spread forth vour hands, I will hide mine eyes from
1; yea, when Je make many prayers, I wiLL not hear; your hands &are Full
rf‘blooa . -
Ibid. TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTRmTTmmmmmomsssooooeo
Ibid.
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Not only their animal sacrifices (vs. 11), their attendance at the
sanctuary (vs. 12), their bloodless sacrifices and observance of sacred
seasons, but even their many prayers, are an abomination unto Jehovah
because of wickedness in the heart and life. Spreading forth of the
hands in the attitude of a devout Supplicent, and making many prayers

(Hebrew - multiply prayer) are rendered useless by the guilt 6f those
who pray. The Psalmist said, "If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord
wlll not hear."

(Ps. 66:18) "He that turneth away his ear from hearing
ghe law, sven his prayer is an abomination." (Prov. 28:9) See also Isaiah

9:2-3, Jeremish 7:8-10, and Ezekiel 8:16-18, - a veritable prophetic
hhg;us, volcing Jehovah's denunciation of Worship combined with wickedness.
!

i 16. "wash you, make you clean;
yefore mine 6yes; cease to do evil."

put away the svil of your doings from

: Over against the denunciations of formalism as the wrong way of
}eeking Jehovah as set forth in verses 10-15, there are now given in
ferses 16-17 exhortations pointing out the true way of seeking Him, away
irom works-righteousness to true righteousness. "God saith to the sinner,
'Wash you' eticetera, that he, finding his inability to 'make! himself
clean', may cry to God, 'Wash me, cleanse me', (Psalm 51:2, 7, 10) #14
ere must be purification from sin, (Compare er., 4:14 and Rev, 7:14);
here must be the putting away of evil deeds from the light of the coun-
enance of Yod, (Isaiah 55:7, Ezekiel 18:30-32, Mt. 3:8, Eph. 4:22-24);

nd the putting to an end of evil. "They are to wrestle against and over-

ome the viclous dispositiig to which actual sin had grown, that it may
t last wholly disappear.”

) 17. "Learn to do well; seek ustice, relieve the oppressed, Judge
ag fatherTess, plead Tor the widow.

i

|

. Continuing the series of exhor
dbrtation 1s the fundamental one:

tations in this verse, "the first ex-

they. are to learn to do good, - a dif-
leult art in which one does not become a master merely through good in-

pntions--That this primary exhortation now branches out into fouwr minor
168 referring to the administration of Justiceis accounted for by the
ict that no other prophet directs so keen an eye upon g£fairs of state
)d judicial proceedings as Isaiah--The law announced to them in verse

) has been preached to them. ‘he prophet has thrown aside the husks

! their dead works, and revealed fge moral Kernel of the law in its
iversal avplication to mankind," ‘

i 18. "Come now, and let us reason

together, saith Jehovah: though your
Ins be as scarIlet, They shall be as wﬁi%e 88 snow; though they be red
EE crimson, they SHEI% be as wooIl." -

5‘ As in verse 9 the grace of Yod shines out in the assurance concerning
e remnant,

So here grace shines out gloriously in His condescending to
ason with sinful men and his gracious offer to change their sins into
ghteousness., "This verse contains an invitation to discuss the question
ether God was willing or unwilling to show mercy, implying that reason
well as justice was on his side, and asserting his power and willing-
8s to pardon the most aggravated sins., ~-- The implied conclusion of

Fausset: "Commentary on Isalah"
DeIitzsch.
Ibid. '
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‘the reasoning 1s that God's willin§ness to pardcn threw the blame of

thelr destruction on themselves."17 His promise of pardon and clean-

8ing 1s to the penitent sinner. (I John 1:9) "He is willing to remit

the punishment, and not merely to regard the sin as if it were not, but
even to change it into 1ts opposite. Sin of the brightest red dye is

by His grace to become the purest white. -~ The representation of the

work of grace which God promises, as a change from red to white, is founded
on the symbolism of colors, quite as much as when, in the A ocalypse, the

garments of the saints are said to be of a bright white (Rev. 18:8 R

while the clothing of Babylon is purple and scarlet (Rev. 17:4)."l

i 19, 20, "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the

%and: but 1f ye refuse and rebel, %QEHEII—Be devoured with the sword; Tor
e mouth of gehovah‘ﬁath spoken 1t.™ - )
: oL

f

Following the presenﬁtation of the gospel of grace in verse 18 there
8 glven in these two verses a consideration of conduct. "If they assent
bo the act of graee which God offers them, and accept this discharge from
the guilt of s

in, then certainly there again lies before the justified

)nce more & blessing and a curse, in the same way as the law had already

}nnounced both,"19 "Deut. 30:15-16, Isaiah 3:10-11.

!

L The expression "for the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it" is found
hree
|

times in the book of Isaiah (1:20; 40:5; and 58:14) and nowhere
ise in the 61d Testament. This is another evidence of the unity of the
ook of Isaish.,

!

21, "How 1s the falthful city become a harlot! she that was full of
ustice! rIgzhteousness lodged Tn her, but now murderers.”

' Will Israel follow the way of repentance,
hich has just been described in verses 15-
pt all; hence the beginning of an elegy or
he form of a comparison of the present stat

er state. Figuratively speaking she was formerly a faithful wife, probably
1e reference being to the time of David in particular, 2 Sam, 8:15, an_d

7 the later time of the administration of Justice under Jehosaphat, when

16 was true to her "marriage alliance", her covenant relation to Jehovah,

1t now she has become a harlot unfaithful to Jehovah, gone whoring after
her gods. Lamentatlon 1:8-9, Lhey failed to heed the warning of Ex,.

1315, "It is not merely gross ldolatry, however, that makes the Church

! God a harlot, but the defection of the heart, however this may at

iy time express itself; for which reason Jesus 2lso could .call the gen-
lation of His time an adulterous generation, in spite of the strict
rship of Jehovah carried on in Pharisalc Spirit."20 Formerly righteous-
138 - "the state of him who is such as he ought to be" - lodged in her,
gfore~glimpse of 2 Pet. 3:13, but now the opposite, murdera., I John 3:15.
I

free grace, and obedience,
20?7 Perhaps some would, but
lamentation with verse 21, in
e of Jerusalem with her for-

22."Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water."

| The figure is changed from "adultery" to that of "

seribe further their moral weaknes¥ and degenmeration,
[

adulteration", to
probably referring
Alexander.

Delitzsch.

Ibid.
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) the rulers who perverted justice and turned aside from righteousness.
e Hosea 4:18. Their character has become debased, their strength im-
\ired.

23. "Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves; ever
@ loveth bribes, and followeth after Tewards: Gthey judge not tﬁé‘fgther-
1SS, nelther doth The cause of the widow come unto them. .

The figurative language of the two previous verses prepares for the
.teral speech of this verse. Note in 2 Chron. 24:17-21 the princes' re-
1llion against God. The corruption of the nation is not surprising when
'8 princes rebel against God and are unjust to their fellowmen. Instead
' suppressing violation of the law, as was the duty of their office,

.y become partakers with the criminals in their sin. Instead of seek-
g to suppress evil, they sought to do evil themselves for material gain.
cah 7:3. Since the orphans and widowa were unable to give bribes the

lers had no interest in hearing their cause. They heeded not the com-
nd of Ex. 23:8,

24. "Therefore saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, the mightg One of

rael, Ah, T will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me mine ene-
es, "

After comparing Israel as it is with what it has been (vs. 21-23),

e prophet beglnning with verse 24 looks to the future to show what Israel
11 be. "To this description of the general corruption the Prophet

w adds a promise of purgation, which is at the same time & threatening
sorer judgments, as the appointed means by which the church was to be .
stored to her original condition (vs, 24-31), -- In this verse the
struction of GSE'S enemies is represented as a necessary satisfaction
his justice." "Salvation through judgment is still and ever the
ly means of improving and preserving the congregation that takes its
ne from Jerusalem. Therefore Jehovah seeks to satisfy the demands of
S holiness, and to sift Jerusalem through judical dealing. ~- lhe irre-
zable decree concerning the sifting judgment is sealed with three names
leh indicate the irresistible omnipotence of Y0d."22 The enemies here
ferred to are Jews, not foreigners. (Ezek. 5:13)

25. "And I will turn my hand upon thee, and thoroughtly purge away
L7 ny
[ dross, and will take away all thy tim.™

(Ezek. 22:19-22; Zech. 13:7-9; Mal. 3:3; Matt., 3:12) God's hand is
-d to be at rest when He leaves a person's actions or condition alone,
> when he makes them the object of His attention he 1is said to turn his
id. +this turning of the hand may be either in wrath or in love, in
lgment or in mercy, or it may mean the combination. The figure of verse
is here taken up. upinions differ as to the interpretation. One says
means the turning of his hend not in mercy, but in judgment. (Cambridge
le) Another says it is ™ot in wrath, but in grace (Zech. 13:7) upon
e, &8 verse 26, 27 show; contrasted with the enemies of whom he will
nge Himself (vs. 24)," that the dross and tin mean "not thy sins, but
- 8inful persons (Jer. 6:29): enemies (vs. 24) degenerate princes in-
mingled with the elect remnant of grace."23 "Here the reference is to
ling towards Yerusalem, in which punishment and salvation are combined -

Alexander.

Delitzsch.
_FPausset.
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{the punishment as the means, salvation as the end. ¢ehovah's intervention
1s compared to a smeltinﬁ which will sweep away, not Jerusalem, but the
lungodly who dwell there,.'24 "The adultsrated silver must be purified h_y
}the separation of its impure articles."@® The dross and tin are teken
‘away and the precious ore 1s refined in the fires of judgment. Judgment
may be, and under certain conditions must be punitive. Judgment, however,

ﬁn the full sense of the word is govermment based upon righteousness, and
expressing itself in justice."26 ‘

j 26. "And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsel-
ors as af the b

e beginnIng: aflterwar ou shalt be called The cIty orf
‘ teousness, & %aIEETul town." -

i
!

Here Jenovan promises to restore that which 1s pictured as lost in
erse 21, namely, justlice, faithfulness, righteousness. As a means of
bffecting this restoration the wicked rulers of the state would be re-
blaced by righteous rulers, men such as Israel had known in the best -days
f the kingdom. Yood public officials are the gift of God, and the

eans used by him for the establishment of that righteousness which ex-
lteth a nation.

| 27, "Zion shall
iousness,"

be redeemed with justice, and her converts with right-

Here is a glorious promise to the church and those who return to her
true repentance, namely, redempticn, a gift of grace, from Jehovah who
pveals Himself in justice and righteousness. (Is. 5:16; 42:21; Rom, 3:26)
The verse means that the very same events by which the divine justice
Fs to manifest itself in the destruction of the wicked, should be the
ccasion and the medns of deliverance to Zion or the true people of God."27
ne idea of the righteousness of God as here set forth i1s more fully
pveloped in the New Testament., "In front there is the fire of the law,
shind, there 1s the light of the gospel. Behind the wrath is hidden
bve, as the ultimate motive-power, like the sun behind the clouds. Zion,
8 far as it 1s truly Zion and is becoming Zion, is redeemed; only the
?godly are destroyed, but these without mercy, as is added in verse 28."28

|

1 28. "But the destruction of transgressors and sinners shall be Eg—
jther, and they that forsake Jehovanh SE 11

3

i

a Qg consumed., "

| Here 1s stated a prediction similar to the one with which Isaiah

10868 hls whole prophecy (66:24), namely, that the wicked will be des-,
loyed. They are transgressors, sinners, those who forsake Jehovah., This
iIst phra

se 1s especlally appropriate in reference to idolatry. See I
ngs 9:6-9 and Zeph. 1l:4-6,

|

. _29. "For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired,
d ye shall be confounded for the gardens GLhat ye have chosen,"

. Oaks and gardens in this connection immediately suggest scenes of
blatry and nature-worship., Is. 57:5 margin, Is, 65:3, Ezek. 6:13. Such
a was committed by King Ahaz (II Kings 16:45. The idolators shall be
hemed, realizing the impotence of all their idols (Isaiah 45:16).

l .

’ Delitzsch.

» Alexander.
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30. "For ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden
1at hath no water., -

‘The 1ldolators themselves are compared to their objects of worship,
)t as prosperous, but as perishing or perished; not as fruitful, but-
ided, not as refreshed, but as dried up. People easily become like the
)ds they worship (Ps. 135:18). The faded leaf and unwatered garden
‘e easily inflammable, readily consumed.

31. "And the strong shall be as tow, and his work as a spark; and
ley shall both burn together, and none shall quench them.™

The strong may mean the powerful wicked rulers, and his work the
lolatrous images he has made. Tow is the coarse and broken part of
-ax, easlly inflammable. <lhe figure of speech then represents the idol
' belng the cause of the destruction of the idolator, both burning to-
‘ther in unquenchable fire. <This final threat of the destruction of
e wlcked presents a fearful picture of sudden and complete ruin with

one to deliver them. Mal. 4:1, Matt. 3:12, fev. 14:10, 11.

The prediction of verses 24-31 according to Matthew Henry is appli-
ble: 1. To the blessed work of reformation, which was wrought in Heze-
ah's time, after the abominable corruptions of the relgn of Ahaz. Then
od men came to be preferred, and the faces of the wicked were filled
th shame. 2. To their return out of their captivity in Babylon, which
d thoroughly .cured them of ldolatry. 3. To the Gospel-Kingdom, and the
uring out of the Spirit by which the New Testament Church should be
de a New Jerusalem, a city of righteousness. 4. To the second coming .
Christ, when he shall thoroughly purge his floor, his field, shall
ther the wheat into his barns, unto his garner, and burn the chaff,

e tares, with unquenchable fire."

ctrinal and Practical:

l. Names of God: (1) Jehovah, expresses "the covenant promise of the
7ine presence, both at the immediate time and in the Messianic Age of
> future." (2) Holy One of Israel (See note on verse 4) signifies (a)
Ls transcendance, His—EEﬁE?aEeness above all other beings, His alone-
38 as compared to other @§ods. (b) His peculiar relation to His people
*ael unto whom He separated Himself, as He did not unto other nations."
| _Jehovah of Hosts. (See note on verse 9). "It is probable that the
:le 18 Intendéd to.include all created agenciles and beings, of which
10vah is maker and leader." (4) Lord, "emphasizes His sovereignty (Ps.
t; Is, 7:7) and corresponds closely to Kurios of the N.T." (5) Might
) of Israel. (Gen 49:24; Ps, 132:2,5; Is. 1l:24; 49:26; 60:16.) Eg-
)886s "the assurance of the Divine strength in behalf of the oppressed
Israel (Is. 1:24), or in behalf of Israel against his oppressors,"29

2. Sin as a Burden: Prominence of sin in chapter one. Ingratitude,
)lellion, idolatry, hypocrisy. :

(1) Sin a burden unto God - verse 14.
(2) Sin a burden unto man - Matt. 11:28.
(3) Sin a burden unto Jesus - Is. 53:6(b); I Peter 2:24.

hold, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29.

‘International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.

-
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3. Glorious @raceé:

(1) Remant - vs, 9 - according to the election of grace.

Rom, 11:5.

(2) Reasoning - vs. 18 - Grace greater than all of man's sin.

James 4:6,
(3) Redemption - A4 gift of

grace, conditioned on Repentance -

verse 27. Litus 2:11-14.
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Chaps. 2, 3, 4. Zion Preeminent, Polluted, Punished, Purified.

These three chapters contain the second sermon or prophecy of Isalah.
; deals with the future glory of Zion under the reign of the Messiah, and
. the present sins of Judah and their consequences, showing that God's
Jople must pass through judgment to glory.

After the title or introduction of Chap. 2:1, similar to 1l:1, Zion
3 first presented in its future glory as Preeminent, in the prophecy of
le Mountain of Jehovah's house. Zion or The church of God is consplcu-
\s among the nations, and there shall be the pouring of the nations un-
» 1t for the purpose of recelving instruction in the true religion, and
} & result there shall be peace among the nations, 2:2-4., These verses
.th slight variations are also found in Miceh 4:1-3. It 1s uncertain
i to the relation of these two passages, whether one quoted from the
‘her, or both from an earlier writer, or neither. One explanation is
\.at lsalah selected the passage, under the inspiration of the Holy
iirit, from micah as a text for this sermon. Immediately following this
8ilon of the 1deal Zion, the prophet comes down to the real condition
' Judah urging upon it a godly walk (vs. 5) pointing out in the remain-
r of €hapter 2 her pollutivn and consequent punishment. Such sins as
1lance with foreign nations indulging in thefr evil practices, trust-
& 1n material wealth and power, and outright idolatry are mentioned
. verses 6-8. In the remainder of this chapter is described the con-
quences of these great sins; in general humiliation to the guilty ones,
ile Jehovah will be exalted, verses 9-11. In particular certain exalted
Jects will be brought low while Jehovah will be exalted. The day of
hovah is foretold and described, verses 12-17. Idols and idolatry
8t pass away, while the wicked flee from the terror of Jehovah, 18-21.
t only confidence in idols, but even confidence in man is folly, vs. 22.

Chapter three, continues the same theme of Judah's sins, with special
phasis upon thelr effects. Jehovah will take away from them their
cessary support (verse 1). Public men are to be removed, resulting in
archy, and the reasons are set forth as the effect of sin, particularly
e wickedness of Judah's rulers, verses 2-15. Following this denuncia-
on of the wicked rulers is a denunciation of the pride and luxury of the
nton women, verses l6«4:1,

Chapter 4:2-6 presents the second great Messianic prophecy of Isaiah,
at of the Branch of Jehovah, bringing into view again the future glory
the church as Zion purified. "The prophecy of the Branch of Jehovah
Isalah 4:2-6 is a counterpart of that of chap. 2:2-4, The one opens,
e other closes, the appeal to the house of Jacob. The one presents an
tward historical plcture, the other an inner view of the redemption of
e true Israel. The one should be compared with the parable of the mus-
rd seed, the other with the parable of the leaven. (Matt., 13:31-33)"1l
the climax of this second sermon of Isaiah first there seems to be
esented the person throu whom Zion wlll attaln its glorious state,
e flgurative language belng suggestive of both the divine and human
ture of Christ (verse 2). The people of Zion are to be purified through
e power of the Spirit of God, verses 3-4., The Divine Presence is to be
nifested, glorifying the church, verse 5, and the Divine Protection is
omised, verse 6.

Terry: "Biblical Hermeneutics" p. 330.



There are striking resemblances between this sermon and the one re-
>rded in chapter one. Each puts strong emphasis upon the fact of sin
1d 1ts consequences, and that the way of lsrael must be through judg-
it to glory; each looks through the sin and misery of the present to

Zion redeemed through Jehovah, mighty to save; each sees the salvation
” the remnant to the glory of His Grace.

Chap. 2:1. "The word that Isaiash the son of Amoz saw concerning
idah and Jerusalem." : -

This title is similar to 1:1. Seeing the word 1s an expression used
‘equently in the prophets, the idea expressed by vision and word being
mllar. *The term here used for word{ denotes a "command, a promise, a
'etrine, an oracle, a revelation, a message." See I Sam. 3:1.

Verses 2-4, "Let us now inquire after the essential condent and the
rresponding essential prophetic thoughts of this passage. Beyond ques-
on the four main ideas are (1) the temple - a mountain (including Zion)

- to be exalted into prominence above all other hills; (2) Jerusalem will
the source of law and revelation; (3) there will be a confluence of all
tions thither; (4) universal peace 1s to be effected by divine judgment
ong the nations. These essential contents furnish a clear prediction
four corresponding facts, which are fulfilled in the origin and propa-
tion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They may be thus formulated: (1)
rusalem occuples a conspicuous historical, geographical, and religious
sition in the origin and development of thq&ingdom of God on earth;
) the Gospel is a republication and enlargement of the law and word of
hovah, having issued from Jerusalem as a geographlical and historical
arting point, (comp. Luke 24:47); (3) the nations will acknowledge and
cept the truths_and excellencies of this new and higher revelation; (4)
8 ultimate result will be universal peace among the nations. By this
thod of interpretation we show due regard to the language and thought
the writer, avoid the unnatural extremes of literalism, allow no fanci-
Ll allegorizing, and obtain a result which is at once simple, clear,

Lf evidencing as a truthful exposition, and confirmed by manifested New
stament fulfilment."2

2. "And it shall come Lo pass in the latter days, that the mountain
Jehovah's hiouse shall be established on the top of the mountalns, and

11 be exalted above the hills; and all natlons shall Flow Gnto It.7

"In the latter days" refers to the future in general as in Gen. 49:1
I Deut. 4:30. It is used frequently in the prophets to refer particu-
'‘ly to the times of the Messiah, and in the New Testament to the Christ-
\ dispensation, I Pet. 1:20; I John 2:18; Heb. 1:}R., The preeminence

the gospel church shall be recognized by all the nations. Is., 27:13;
66:20; Ps. 22:27; Ps. 86:9; Rev. 11:15.

3. "And many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up
the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the Jod of Jacob; an ‘he will
ch us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for ouf of Zion

1T go Forth the law, &and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem."

-------------—----——---———--—-—-———-—-—-—-—--———-—---—-u----—-------
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The great missionary vision of Isaish is being revealed., See Is.
5:22-25 and 60:3-6. The desire of the many peoples shall be instruction
n the true religion. This 1s shown in their determination to seek 1t
nd to follow its teachings. Their destination is Zion. From Zion - '
srusalem will go forth the law, that 18, instruction regarding the ques=-
lons man has to ask at God; and the word of Jehovah, 1s that by which
he world was created and by which it is spiritually transformed., --
als was fulfilled at the Yeast of Pentecost when the first frults of

16 Church of Christ proclaimed the law of Zion, that is, the gospel in
L1 the languages of the world."d

4. "And he will judge beétween the nations, and willidecide concern-

1g many peoples; and they shall beat thelr swords inkto plowshares, and
10ir Spears 1into prualing-hooks; natlon shall not 1ITE 3% sword agalnst
ition, nelther shall they learn war any more."

The teacher of verse three i1s the one who arbitrates in verse four
.th the result that men will convert their weapons of warfare into im-
.ements for farming. When e shall be the teacher, the lesson of peace
.11 be learned. Yhis condition of universal peace 1s far from fulfil-
nt now. As Alexander points out, "The eveni is suspended on a previous
mdition, namely the confluence of the nations to the church, which has
't yet taken place." The most effective agent for peace in the world is

16 minister of the gospel and the missionary of the cross. See Isaiah
7; Ps, 72:3-7, '

5. "0 house of Jacob, come ye, end let us walk in the light of Jehovah."

(I John 1:5,7) Following the vision of the future glory of Zion is
e practical exhortation of the prophet to sinful Judsh of his times
walk in a manner worthy of such a destiny. "The summons, 'Come and
t us walk', is the eeho of the summons, {Come and let us go up' of verse
"4 See Micah 4:3., "Walk as children of light", Eph. 5:8., ILight in

e Bible frequently refers to the Scripture and to Christ himself. Ps.
9:105; Acts 26:23; II Cor. 4:4; John 8:12.

6. "For thou hast forsaken thy :people the house of Jacob, because the
e filled with customs Irom the east, and aré soothsayers Ilke the Phil-

tines, and they strike hands with the childrell of forelgners,"

Jehovah is addressed as having forsaken Judah because of thelr sins
ich are here listed. They had forsaken Jehovah and he had forsaken them,
ut. 31:16-17. 1In particular, in intercowse with heathen nations they
11 into their superstitious practices, such as soothsaying. See Is. 8:19.
te the sin of Saul, I Chron., 10:13, and Philistine soothsaying, I Sam.

2, and II Kings 1:2. Also they join hands with foreigners in foreign
liances. Solomon had done it in marriages, I Kings 11:1-2, Ahaz did
for political reasons, II Kings 16:7.

7. "And their land is full of silver and gold, neither is there any
1 of thelr Treasures; Thelr land also 1s fﬁl% of horses, neither is there
§ end of thelr chariots." -
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This increase in wealth and military strength, both probably being
scured through foreign intercourse, was in violation of the command of
sut. 31:16-17. Solomon had been guilty of these sins, I Kings 10:21-27.
heir tendency was to cause the peogle to put confidence in their own
salth and strength rather than in God. Is, 31:1; Ps. 20:7. Horses
ore not only used for military purposes but had also been used in idol-
trous practices. II Kings 23:11.

8. "Their land also is full of ldols; they worship the work 2£ thelr
vn hands, that which Thelr own fingers have made.”

For idolatry in Uzziah's reign, see II Kings 15:4, in Jotham's reign,
[ Kings 15:35, and particularly in the reign of Ahaz, II Chron. 28:2-4,
3-25, The word "idols" in this verse means M"non-entities", "gods which
>t are no gods," Jer. 2:11; "for we know that an idol is nothing in the
>rld," I Cor. 8:4, They worshipped the works of their own hands "as 1if
1at could be a god to them, which was not only a creature, but their
*eature, and that which their own fancies had devised, and their own
ngers had made."S See Ps, 115:4-8, "The nation whose God will one
1y become the desire and salvation of all nations had exchanged Him for

0 1dols of the nations, and vied with them in the appropriation of
rathen relig} on and practice.'6

9. "And the mean men is bowed down, and the great man is brought
'Ww: therefore Iforgilve them not.™ —

"Hore the frophet passes from the sin to its panishment, or rather
multaneously alludes to both, the verbs in the first clause being natur-
.1y applicable as well to voluntary humiliation in sin as to compulsory
miliation in punishment, while the verb in the last clause would sug-
8t, of course, to a Jewish reader the two fold idea of pardoning and
fting up. They who bowed themselves to idols should be bowed down by
© mighty hand of God, instead of being raiged up from their wilful
1f-abasement by the pardon of their sins. " Matthew ﬂénry thinks that
e prayer "therefore forgive them not" smounts to a threatening, and that

refers not to individuals many of whom repented and were pardoned, but
the body of the nation against whom God's righteous judgment had been
ssed and not to be reversed. One interpretation of this last clause,
ich the febrew form of the verb allows, 1s that it expresses "not so much
e Prophet's own desire as the certainty of the event, arising from the
ghteousness of God."8 In line with this interpretation is an old para-

rase as follows, "So great is their sin, that thou Lord wilt not pardon
em." See I John 5:16.

_10. "Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, from before the
eror of Jehovah, and from the glory of hils majesty."

Palestine 1s a land of rocks and caves, the latter a common hiding
ace from danger. Israel when oppressed by Midian and when attacked by
> Phllistines had taken refuge in caves. Judges 6:2; I Sam., 13:6; 1l4:11.
le nation that was supposed to be a glorilous one shall and must creep
1y and hide itself ignominiously, when the glory of God which it had

jected, but which alone is true glory, is judicially manifested." Rev.
L5-16; Jer. 10:10,

Matthew Henry Commentary 8. Alexander.

Delitzsch. 9. Delitzsch.
Alexander.,
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11. "The lofty looks of maen shall be brought low, and the haughtin-
388 of men shall be bowed down, and Jehovah a%one shalT be edeEeé in
at day.r =

Under the judgment of God the pride of man shall be brought low, Jer.
):31,32, and Jehovah show himself to be exalted, Is. 5:16, Jer., 9:24, in

le day of Jehovah here announced, and described more fully in verses
3""1‘7 .

12. "For there shall be a day of Jehovah of hosts upon all that is

oud. and haughty, and upon all that Ts IIfted up; and 1t shall be
ought™Tow; " - - - -

"Jehoveh of hosts hath g day"lo that is "an appointed time for the
nifestation of his power."+1

"The 'Day of Jehovah' in the prophetical writings, is conceived of,
metimes more generally, as denoting any great manifestation of God's
wer in judgment or salvation(e.g. the locusts in Joel 2), sometimes
re eschatologically, of the final crisis in the history of God's king-
m, involving the overthrow of all opposition, and the complete tiiumph
righteousness (e.g. Is, 2:2-5; Joel 3; Amos 9:11ff; Zech 14, etc.).
e two things are not unconnected; the one is the prelude, or anticipa-
ry stage of the other. --- (1) Relation to Isrsel. The 'Day! is in its
imary aspect a day of judgment (Is. 2:12) ; not however, to be thought
as a day of vengeance only on the adversaries of +srael (Amos 5:18ff).
rael itself would be the first to experience the strokes of the Divine
astisement: "You only have I known of all the families of the earth;
srefore I will visit upon you all your iniquities" (Amos 3:2). God's
igments on Israel, while retributive, were also purifying and sifting;
remnant would remain, who would be the seed of a holier community (Is. 6:13;
>8 9:9; Ze.oh, 3:13,20, etc.) -- (2) To the nations. @ wider scope is
> relation of the !'Day' to the gentile world. . the nations are used as
> Instruments of God's judgments on israel (Assyrians, Chaldaeans,
*slans) but they, too, would in turn be judged by Jehovah (cf. the
)bhecles against the nations in Isa. Jer. Ezek. Nahum, Hab, etc.). The
1 would be, although this does not fully appear in every prophet, that
*emnant of the heathen would also turn to Jehovah, and be rescued from
) Judgments, (Zech. 14:16). More generally an extension of the fing-
1 of God would take place till the earth was filled with God's glory
8. 1s. 2:2-5, with Micah 4:1-5; Is., 42:4; 60; 66:3=63 ~==) =--and pro-
)¢y closes wlth the announcement of Him, Jehovah's messen er, by whom
-8 great and terrible day of Jehovah is to be brought in ?Mal. 4)."12

13. "And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and 1lifted up,
. upon a1l the oaks of Bashan," '

Not only will the judgment of God fall upon man, but also upon the
'ty objectsin nature in which man tekes pride and confidence. Specific
mples of the noblest of the forest trees are the cedars of Lebanon,
. the oaks of Bashan: There may be a reference here to the truth fre-
ntly expressed in scripture that nature must suffer from the curse of
- 88 well as man. Some interpreters take the cedars and oaks here as
ures for the princes and nobds of the land whose pride would be brought low.

Revided Version, margin.
Alexander.
James Orr in International Standard Bible Encycl., p. 977.
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14. "And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that
‘e 1lifted up, "

Continuing the thought of judgment upon lofty objects of national
‘ide and delight, mountains and hills are mentloned, which were scenes
> 1dolatrous practices in Judah.

15. "And upon every lofty tower, and upon every fortified wall,"

Uzziah and Jotham had bullt extensive fortifications in Jerusalem
\d Judah., II Chron., 26:9-10; 27:3~4., That which 1s exalted in the world
' nature 1s followed by the objects of pride and glory made by man.
Jorks of human art are last mentioned as being nearer to the sinful

ide of man which is the ultimate cause of the judgment,"l13

16. "And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upcn all pleasant imagery."

Tarshish 1s supposed by some to have been a Phoeniclan settlement
. southwest Spain. Ships of Tarshish evidently had reference to the
rgest merchant ships. I Kings 10:22; Rev. 18:17-19. "All pleasant
agery" is also translatedr pictures of desire". See Numbers 33:52.
1@ Vulﬁate translation is "All that 1s beautiful to the sight." This
ly be "a general expression for such lofty and imposing objects as had
ISt been enumerated - cedars, oaks, mountains, hills, towers, walls,
ips, and in short, all attractive and giajestic objects."l4

17. "And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughti-
88 of men shall be brought low; and Jehovah alone shall be exaIEeg In
at day."

See verse 1ll. Repetition here for emphasis.

18. "And the idols shall utterly pass away."

This was literally fulfilled in the history of Israel following the
bylonian captivity. See:also Hosea 13:8, and Zech. 13:2., This 1s an
ievitable consequence when Jechovah alone is exalted.

19. "And men shall go into the caves of the rocks, and into the
les of the earth, from before the Terror of Jehovah, end from the
ory of his pajesty, when he arlseth to shake mightlly the earth."

As the previpus verse tells what willl become of the idols, this verse
1l1ls what will become of the ldolators. They wlll flee to the caves and
1les of the earth in an attempt to escape the presence of Jehovah for
dgment. Jehovah arising to shake mightily the earth is a figure for
e terrible and universal judgments He will cause to fall on the earth.
lag. 2:6,7; Heb. 12:26.)

20. "In that day men shall cast away their idols of silver, and thef,

0ls of gold, which have been made for them to worsnip, to the moles an
 the bats;

> caee— ,
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I

| This further explains verse 18. The idol-worshippers, convinced by
God's judiclal manifestation that their idols are non-entities, and fur-~
'lous over their unfortunate deception, will throw away with imprecations
;thelr gold and silver images which artist hands made to their order, and
‘thrust them like smuggled goods in bat-holes and mole-~heaps to hide them
|from the eyes of the Judge, that, after casting away the useless burden

jthat would condemn them, they may then betake themselves to flight."l5

; 21, "To 5% into the caverns of the rocks, and into the clefts of the
ragged rocks, from before the terror ol Jehovah, and From the glory of
Eg'&"s majesty, when he arliseth t0 shake mightlly the earth."

t

, This is similar to the refrain in verses 10 and 19. How foolish and
futile is man's attempt to escape from the presence and power of Jehovah
of hosts! What a vivid picture of the terrors of the final judgment!

In that great and terrible day of Jehovah, not only the presence of God,
but also that which is as equally impossible for the impenitent sinner

ko face, namely, the wrath of the Lamb, will so reveal and condemn the
}bjects of Divine wrath, that they will "say to the mountains and to

she rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on
she throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of their
irath is come; and who is able to stand?" See Rev. 6:12~17.

22. "Cease ye from man
S Qg EE.EE accounted gz?“

» Whose breath is in hils nostrils; for wherein

Not only must confidence inidols cease (see above vs.), but also con-
ldence in man, even the great men, who is frzil and mortal. Is. 40:15,
7; Jas. 4:14; Ps, 146:3-5 has a similar exhortation as this verse.

!
f Chap. 3. See analysis at beginning of chap. 2.

| \ ‘ )

f 3:1. "For, behold, the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, doth take

away from
prusalem and from Judah stay and staff, the whole stay of bread, and the
pole stay gz water;"

Continuing the subject of the last part of chapter 2, namely the
ffects of Judah's sins, this verse predicts that the Lord willl take away
pom them all kinds of support, mentioning in particular first bread and
iter. As 1s common in Isaiah, Jehovah of hosts 1s referred to as the
yurce of judgments. (See 1:24, 2:12, etc.) Bread is considered the
?aff of 1ife. The removal of bread and water means famine, and this
edictlon was actually fulfilled when the Chaldeans took Jerusalem under
‘buchadnezzar, II Kings 25:4; Jer. 52:6, and again when the Romans des-
loyed Jerusalem under Titus. We_ are told that in each case the famine
nditions were so terrible that women devoured their own children.

2. “The mighty man, and the man of war; the judge, and the prophet,
E the diviner, and the elder;" - ’ =
!

Also the great men of the state will be taken away. This, too, was
1filled in the time of Nebuchadnezzar. II Kings 24:14-16. Enumerating
particular, there are the military men, the hero and the soldier; also

o Delitzsch.
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© clvil and religious leaders, the judge,the representative of justice,
e prophet who 1s closely related to the diviner or soothsayer, and the
der or old man whose advice was highly regarded.

3. "The 6gptain of fifty, and the honorable manf and the counsellor,
d the expert artificer, and the skilful enchanter. "

Not only military leaders will be taken from Judah but also those
pert 1n mechanical and magical arts., Captain of fifty probably means
army officer; honorable man, literally means a man eminent in coun-
nance, see II Kings 6:1; counsellor, a public official; it 1s a quess
on whether expert artificer refers to mechanical or magical art. Skil-
1 enchanter 1s translated in the Vulgate "skilled in whispering."

4. "And I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall
le over them.™

This probably means children in character, and not in age. The R.
margin reads the last clause, "wlth childishness shall they rule over
sm." Another translation is "and outrage shall rule over them."1.6 A
vernment by weaklings means a distressed people. See Eccles. 10:16.

5. "And the people shall be oppressed, every one B% another, and
>ry one by his ne or: the child shall behave himself proudly against
> old man, and The base against the honorable.” '

Misgovernment will be followed by snarchy, mutual oppression, and
srespect for age and rank. Micah 7:3-6., "Man becomes a wolf to man.,
>kedness receives the st of the law. The guest and the host are
danger from each other.," The command of Lev. 19:32 will be disobeyed,
when Elisha was mocked by the children, Il Kings 2:23, and David cursed
Shimel, II Sam. 16:56-9. The most striking example of this sin was
‘n they spat uvon Jesus and mocked Him, Matt. 26:67; 27:28-30.

6. "When a man shall take hold of his brother in the house of his

sher, saggnﬁf Thou hast elothing, be Thou our rulér, and 1et this ruin
under™ thy hand:" -

Such will be the anarchy and distress that "the government goes a
iging."17 In the crylng need for rulers, one who is supposed to possess
mfficlency will be implored to take the public office, in the hope
\t under his leadership they would be saved out of this general wretched-
13 and anarchy. "When the purple of the ruler is offered for sale at
» market, then woe to the buyer and the seller alike."18

7. "EE that day shall he 1ift up his voice, sayin »_1 will not be a
ler; for In my house Is neifher Bgead nor clothing: yo shall not make
ruier of The people."

Instead of desiring the office, as would be expected under normal
'eumstancesﬁ conditions will be so deplorable that he will refuse the
itation. "I am not a ghysician" is the Vulgate rendering. "I am not
ficient to be a leader" is the LXX and Chaldee rendering. Extreme

Cambridge Bible.
Matthew Henry Commentary.
Midrash..
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verty 1s given as his reason for refusing the gffer, insufficient to
Untain the dignity and demands of the office. The ruler in such a

ame of distress must needs be a healer, Hebrew "a binder up". The Son

" Man did not fail to respond gladly as Healer for fallen men, Is. 53:4,.

8. "Yor Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen; because their
'ngge“ana'fheir doIngs™ are agﬁindf'ﬁeﬁsﬁﬁﬁ,-fb'ﬁfﬁﬁﬁke'fﬁﬁ“ﬁ?bﬁ“gz"his
ory.

The cause of such a condition of ruin and fall as pPresented 1in the
'0ve verses 1s sin. Lam, 5:16. Here particularly, sin in word and in
ed 1s mentioned. The responsibility for the Judgments falling upon
rusalem and Judah 1s upon themselves. "The Prophet here explains his
ie-of the word ruin in reference to the commonwealth of Israel, by de-
Aring that 1t had in fact destroyed itself by the offence which its
d1quities had given to the holiness of God, here compared to the sen-
tiveness of the human eye."1l9 See Ezek. 8:4-6, 17, 18.

9. "The show of their countenance doth witness against them; and
oy declare Thelr sin as Sodom, they hlde it not. Woe unto Their soull
r they have done evil unto themselves.™

In contrast to the eyes of His glory manifesting perfect holiness
857T, 1s the bold and unashamed exposure of their sins by the people
" Israel. The expression of their face displays thelr sin, and, like
o Sodomites, Gen. 19:5-9, they make no secret of their wickedness.

ch unabashed sinning brings down woe upon the sinner. Prov. 8:36;
m. 6:23,

10. "Say ye of the righteous, that it shall be well with him; for
ey shall eat the frult of their dolngs." —
ey ol

This and the following verse state a universal law of Divine admin-
tration consistent with the blessing and the curse predicted in €hap.

19-20, and containing in brief truth such as is stated in Deut. 28
mpare this verse with Deut. 28:1-14. '

11. "Woe unto the wicked} it shall be 11l with him; for what hils
nds have done shall be done unto mim."

This is the converse of verse 10. Onr best commentary on this verse’

Deut., 28:15-68. Note the contrasts in verses 10 and 11,

12. "As for my people, children ¥fu their gpressors, and women rule

3C

er them. O my people, they that lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy
a%ﬁ m

° way of thy paths.

Some think the reference here is to Ahaz who began to reign when he
8 20 years old, among whose councillors the queen mother was prominent.
1t may refer to rulers who are weaklings in character, influenced by
eir harem. The second part of the verse probably refers to religious
aders - "The way of salvation shown in the law is no more to be seen
heard; it has perished, as it were, in the preaching of the false
ophets with their misleading doctrines."20 Or if their preaching be
ne their practices may be false and thus contradict their words. When

. Al exander °
» Delitzsch.



the blind lead the blind, both fall into the ditch (Matt. 15:14). See

also Matt. 23:14, for fate of those who nelther enter heaven themselves
nor suffer others to enter.

15. "Jehovah standeth up to contend, and standeth to judge the peo-
DRles. ‘

* Thus God stands - Accuser and Judge and Executloner in one Person -
in the midst of the nations (Ps. 7:8). But among the nations it is
Israel specially, and among the Israelites it is particularly the leaders

lof the poor, misguided, and neglected people against whom He stands, as
Fhown in verses 14, 15."21

14. "Jehovah will enter into Judg%ent with the elders of his people,

and the princes theveof: T Is Je that have eaten up the vineyard; the
8poil of the poor Is in your houses:" i
{ —— ——— ——

i The second part of the verse is commonly understood to be the begin-
aing of the accusation in the words of the Judge himself, which is con-
tinued into the next verse. The pronoug "Ye" is emphatic, as he directly
hecused the rulers of Israel, - "the heads of houses, femilies and tribes",
mnd "the hereditary chiefs of Israel, here and elsewhere treated as
Eepresentatives of the people" - of having eaten up, or burnt up the
ineyard. The vineyard represents the people or house of lsrael, a parable
}f which is found in Is, 5:1-7, its application being in verse 7. The
ulers were made the Keepsers of the vineyard, but instead of doing so had
onsumed it., J. F. and Brown point out that this is a "type of the
Ii?wning gullt of the husbandmen in the days of desus Christ (Matt. 21:34-

l 15. "What mean ye that ye crush m i '
! . : peale, and grind the face of the
oor? saith the Lord%'Jehovdﬁ—of HosﬁE?"r' ’ —

|

The sovereign, omnipotent Judge in this climax of his accusation of
he rulers, calls them to consider and answer regarding their extreme

ruelty, to describe which He uses some of the strongest expressions. A
Eecial characteristic of their cruelty was merciless oppression of the
por., See Micah 3:1-3.

|
~16-17. "Moreover Jehovah said, Because the daughters of Zion are
!ug?tx, and walk with outstretched necks and wanton walking and

eyes,
cing as they go, and makin & tinkling with tThelr Teet; Therefore the
'rd will smite with () Eg

a sca e crown ol the head of The daughters of
[on, and Jehovah will Tay bare Thelr S6cTsE parts,"

Turning from His denunciation of the wicked rulers the Accuser and
dge in the next,paragraph denounces the wicked women of Jerusalem (Com-

re Isalah 32:9-8 ) particularly for their prlde and luxury, and pre-
iets the consequent judgment. Prov. 16:18 is a good text for this para-
{aph. .

; The daughters of Zion were proud, wanton,
le women of Sodom. See Ezek. 16:49-50.

lovers of luxury, much like

Therefore they must suffer
athsome dlsease, scabs on the crown of the head, and shameful exposure.
F Ezok. 16:36-37.,

|
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18-23. "In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their
nklets, and the cauls, and the crescents; the pendants, end the Dreace-
ots, and the mufflers; the headtires, and the ankle chains, and the
ashes, and the perfume-boxes, and the amulets; the rings, and the nose-
ewels; the festival robes, and the mantles, and the shawls, and the

echels; The hand-mirrors, and the fine linen, &and the turbans, and the
'eTIs.

.- Emphaslzing their love of ornament there is here a list of 21 ar-
ilcles of feminine attire which Jehovah would take from the women of
erusalem. They may be briefly described as follows:
| (1) Anklets - the word from which tinkling is derived, vs. 16.
| - (2) Cauls - R,V, Margin, "networks".
| (3) Crescents and (4) pendants - used by Midianites, Ju. 8:26.
; (5) Bracelets ~ R.V. Margin "chains". :
1 (6) Mufflers - Oriental veils (7) Headtires - also worn by
‘ priests, Ex., 39:28, and by the bridegroom, Is. 61:10.
| (8) An#tle-chains - supposed to be used to regulate length of
step (9) Sashes - such as were used by brides, Jer. 2:22.
(10) Perfume-boxes - "holders of scent", breath of an aroma.
(11) Amulets - derived from word meaning whilsper, to work magic-
ally, may have been used in superstition. (12) Rings -
"signet rings worn on the finger".
(13) Nose-jewels - See Gen. 24:47.
% (14) Festival robes - changeable suits for special occasions.
: (15) Mantles - worn over the common frocks or tunic. (16)
_ Shawls - broad wrapping - clothes (Ruth 3:15).
! (17) Satchels - probably money-bags, II Kings 5:23. (18) Hand-
; mirrors - probably polished metal used for looking-glasses.

: Ex, 38:8. ,
' (19) Fine linen - frequently mentior in Scripture, Gen. 41:42;
Rev. 19:8. A

i
| (20) Turbans - common head dress in the Urient.
1 (21) Veils - large covering for shoulders or head. Gen. 24:65.

Over against this picture of haughtiness, wantonness, and luxury com-

ke'the New Testament ideal for women in I Tim. 2:9, 10, and I Pet. 3:3-6.

| 24, "And 1t shall come to pass, that instead of sweet spices there
dg of

all be rottenness; and inste a girdle, a rope; and instead of well
t halr, baldness; and instead of a robe, & glrding of sackcloth; brand-

Instead 22 Eeautx.“

There will come upon the wicked women not only disease, shameful ex~
ure, deprivation of ornaments as mentioned in the sbove verses, but
0 general degradation, as described in thls verse, "In the fivefold
gnge% shame and sadness take the place of the haughty rejoicing of
mry.'22 Rottenness and baldness are suggestive of dlsease, sackcloth
mourning, and rope and branding of captivity.

25. "Iny men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war."

To the men of Jerusalem shall come death, and to the women mourning
I widowhood.

Delitzsch.
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26. "And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she shall be desolate
nd sit upon the ground.™

Gates is here used figuratively probably to represent the people who
3sembled at the city gates, or as versonified the place now deserted
rles out #n its distress. The dfsolation 1s further pictured by the
aughter of Zion sitting on the ground - a common posture of grief.

Following the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans the commemora-
Lve medal had Judaea represented as a woman sitting under a palm-tree

1 despalr before a stanuing soldier, while the inscription at the side
as®Judaea captal

Chap, 4:1. "And seven women shall take hold of one men in that day,
ing, We will eat our own bread, and wear oUr Own apparel: only Tet us
called by thy name; take thou away our reproach."

A
3

The scarcity of the man is here vividly set forth (Isalsh 3:25), also
16 desperation <f the women who must suffer the judgment of God because
’ their wickedness. The figure of speech picture the desperate effort
- theserwomen to escape "the reproach of widowhood" (Is. 54:4) or of
>iIng unmarried (Judges 11:37) or of being childless (Gen. 30:23).

One writer on this verse says "A companion picture to 3:6 -- the

1le Ropulation are in search of a ruler; the women in search of a hus-
and .

Chap. 4. (See analysis at beginning of Chap. 2).

2. "In that day shall the branch of Jehovah be beautiful and glorious,
id the fruit of The Tand shall be excellent and comely Tor them that are
icaped OF Israel." —

There are several interpretations of this verse. One explains "branch
’ Jehovah" and "fruit of the land" literally, as referring to the bles-
ngs of harvest, the rich produce of the land to be given by Jehovah,
lother explains these expressions as referring to the remmnant itself,
ihe new growth of Isreel after the chastening judgments." A third in-
'rpretation, which we prefer, 1s that both expressions figuratively repre-
mt a person, and that person the Messiah. "This Branch is here repre-
mted as at once a sprout of Jehovah and a growth of the land of Israel,
somewhat dim but very Suggestive intimation of the Christ who was at
ice divine and human."@3 "In Jer. 23:5 the Branch is Ring, in Jer. 33:15
righteous judge, in Zech. 6:12 a man, in Zech. 3:8 a servant, in each
'8¢ Branch is a proper name for the llessiah. One other interpretation,
rthy of our consideration, is that branch represents the Messiah accord-
.g to the above view, but that the fruit of the land refers to the gospel

" Christ., The escaped are the remnant according to the election of grace.
e 63133 10:20-22, :

3. "And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he
at remalneth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that
~written among the Illving in Jerusalem.”

« Terry, Hermenemtics, p. 331,



Rom. 11:5. <*he Chaldee Paraphrase is "Every one shall be called
100ly who is written to eternal life; he shall seq the consolation of
‘erusalem.” The meaning of the verse is that the elect shall be sanc-
1fied - a clear teaching of the Bible. Eph. 1l:4; II ‘hess. 2:13. "Fol-

ow after peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no
ian shall see God." (Heb. 12:14). Rev. 21:27.

4. "When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the

, of daughters
)f Zion, and shall have purged the Dlood O erusalem from the 8
‘hereof, by the Spirit ol Justice, and by the spirit of burning."

The holiness promised in the above verse is accomplished not by the
Pght or power of men, but through the washing and purging by the Spirit
f God. Filth here may refer in particular to the sins of the women of
don, and blood to the sins of the rulers, both having been so severely
pnounced in chapter three. "This filth and these sots of blood the
Qverelgn Ruler washes and purges away (see II Chron. 4:6) by the pqur-
pg out of His Spirit or breath (Isalah 30:28) over the men and women
welling in Jerusalem."'2%  Ezek. 36:25; Mal. 3:§3; Matt. 3:11-12.

1 _

| 5. "And Jehovah will create over the whole habltation of mount Zion,
d over her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining gi a
Laming fire by night; for over oIl the glory shall be spread & covering."

|

, The cloud and fire, as in the time of the Exodus, Ex., 13:21-22; 14:
?-20, were symbols of God's presence and favor. As verse 2 suggests
demption, and verses 3-4 teach sanctification, verse 5 suggests glori-
lcation. "The church is not only to be purified by God's judgments

1t glorified by his manifested resence, and in that state of glory

't secure by his protection."@® Over "every dwelling place" and over
le sacred assemblies, Jehovah will make a new manifestation of his glor-

?us presence.

' 6. "And there shall be a pavilion for a shade in the day time from
le heat, and for & refuge and for & covert from storm and Irom rain."
i

The presence of Jehovah as a protection to his people is further
phasized: e is as the shade of a pavilion, a refuge, and a covert,
ile the dangers and distresses are represented by the sun's heat, the
orm, and the rain. Ps, 27:5; Ps. 121:5-8; Ps., 91:1.

ctrinal and Practical:

A Glorious Missionary Prophecy. ls. 2:2-4, ,
I. The DesIre of Many Peoples - Salvation, Instruction in the
true religion.

2, The Determination of Many Peoples - obedience to this instruc-
tion - to walk in this light.

3. The Destination of Many reoples - Zion "the spiritual metropolis
of the world." Ps., 87.

4. The Disarmament of the Nations - A result of the acceptance
of the gospel.
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A Glorious Church. Is. 4:2-6; Eph. 5:25-26.

- T. & Glorious Head - "Fairest Lord Jesus" vs. 2.
2. 4 Glorious Body - Washed, Purged.
3. A Glovious Presence ~ Shekinah.

When may we look for the fulfilment of these prophecles of the futur
ory of Zion? Dellitzsch has this to say in answer: .

s it the Jerusalem which 1s to see the glorious days of the
people of God in this present life (Rev. 12), or is it the
Jerusalem of the new heavens and the new earth (Rev. 20)? The

" proper answer 1s, Both in ome. In the vision of the prophet
the Jerusalem of the latter days on earth and the Jerusalem of
the 1life beyond - the glorified Jerusalem’of earth and the glor-
ified Jerusalem of heaven - are fused together as one. For 1t
1s a characteristic of the V1ld Testament that 1t views the
closing period of the present 1life and the eternity that lies
beyond as forming one continuous line, and looks upon the
whole as i1f its character were that of earth. The first cross-
line was drawn by the New Testament."

35
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Chape 5. The Parable of the Vineyard.

\ This is a third distinct prophecy, similar in many ways to what has
preceded. Lowth says, "The subject of thls prophecy does not differ

materially from chapter one, but it is greatly superior to it in force,
in severity, in variety, in elegance."

: This subject, The Parable of the Vineyard, may convenlently be divided
into three parts: (1) The Parable Stated, 1-6; (2) The Parable Applied,

73 (3) The Parable Explained, 8-30. The Parable shows the privileges,
ésponsibilities, sin and ruin of Judah. Judah was as a favored vine-

rard, but its frult was a disappointment, verses 1-7. Its fate is des-
ruction. Six woes are listed, which must be punished. The closing
raragraph of the chapter sets forth a foreign invasion as a means of

lod's judgment, and the consequent distress of Judah, 8-30., .This chap-

ler differs from the preceeding in that its emphasis is almost entirely
n the dark side of the prophecy.

-

1. "Let me sing for my well-beloved a song of my beloved touching
s vineyard. My welT-beloved had a vineyard fn a very fruitful '

|

Bible scholars do not fail to not
salah in presenting his prophecies, and the varied forms of his literary
xcellence. For instance his first prophecy (Chap. 1) begins like the
png of Moses in Deuteronomy 32; his second one with a great missionary
pXt which was used also by

his contemporary Micah. The present prophecy
2gins in a more popular st le, that of a musician calling a crowd to

ather around him to hear a beautiful song., He first announces nis
ibject - "of my beloved touching his vineyard." This language is simi-
ir to the poetic language of the “ong of Solomon where the same figure
; the vineyard is used, as was also used in the New Testament by Jesus
mself, Matt. 21:33. As he reveals later "my Beloved" is Jehovah, the
)’d of Israel, and his vineyard is the house of Israel (verse 7). Be-
mning his -song he first tells the location of Jehovah's vineyardf "in
'very fruitful hill" or as the Yebrew puts it "a horn, son of oil'
ggestige of fertility and fatness. So Jehovah had favored Israel with

tchless privileges. Their lines had fallen in pleasant places.

e the variety of methods used by

2. "And he digged it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and

anted 1T with the oholcest vine, and built a tower in the midst of 1it,

d also hewed out & winepress Bhersin: &nd ho looked that it should bring
Yth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.™

|

+  This remainder of the parable pictures the labor, care, interest,
ovision, protection, given the vineyard, the expectation of fruitful-
88, and the disappointment. Such is a parable of what Jehovah has

pe for Israel, Deut. 32:8-10; Ps., 44:1-3; Rom. 9:4. They were indeed
2 apple of His eye. He looked for fruit, (verse 7) (Mk. 11:13\Gal. 5:

»23) , but what a disappointment - wild grapes! Deut. 32:32-33; Gal.
L9-21 .

. 3. "And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, I
1y you, betwixt me and my vineyard.™

Heré the Lord of the vineyard is represented as spekking. He calls

i
i
i
|
|
)
|
|
!
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them as in Chap.\ 1:18. An cellent illustration of this is in the
parable of Jesus att. 21:29=82) Here it is the vineyard representing
the people who are under judgment, there the husbandmen representing the

teachers of the people. They are being led to condemn themselves, just
as David did following Nathan's parable. II Sam. 12:1-6.

upon the peoplé\;hemselves tp be the judges in this case, appealing to

o
4., "What could have been done" to %% vineyard, that I have not done
to it? Wherefore, when I looked that It should bring forth grapes,
brought Tt forth wild grapesi’

Had not the Lord of the vineyard done all that could be done con-
slstent with the ciPcumstances of the case for the good of His vineyard?
Even so had God from anclent times sent unto his people hils servants
the prophets, "daily rising up early and sending them, yet they heark-
ned not!' Jer. 7:25-26, With a similar heart of longing over Jerusalem
esus cried out, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem -- how often would I have gather-
fd thy children together -- and ye would not." Matt. 23:37.

5. "And now I will tell you what iill do to my vineyard: I will
bake away the hedge thersof, %n? It sd e—é'a'ﬁ'e'n—%g: I will break down
F_kle_ wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:"

i With no answer from the people the Lord of the vineyard proceeds to
mswer his own question. What he will do to his vineyard is not to try
ew methods of cultivation. In accord with the previous verse the con-
lusion is, according to Barnes, that God has done all for the salvation
£ sinners that in the circumstances of the case could be done, and that
£ they are lost, they only will bear the blame, "In New Testament ter-
inology, There is none other name under heaven" (Acts &:12). What re-
ains for the Lord of the vineyard to do instead of protecting it is to
xpose 1t so that it will be consumed and trodden upon. 8So to the wicked

eople rust come the wrath and vengeance of the God of justice and right-
rusness. Luke 21:24, .

- 6. "And I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned nor hoed; but
here shall come up 5r¥ers and tha ns: I will also command the clouds
aat they raln no rainm upon It.™ -

! Desolation, no cultiviation, a wilderness, no rainl What a picture
! what the Lord of the vineyard will do. The last part of the verse
yveals fully that it is Jehovah speaking, for only He can command the

ouds. Jeremiah, Chapter 14, gives a vivid picture of a drought in
dah and Jderusalem. One instance of the fulfillment of this predic-
kon that the vineyard would be lald waste, is recorded in II Chron. 36:
-21 when Jerusalem was lald waste by the Chaldeans. Matthew
ggests that this prophecy of the Lord of the vineyard has "it
complishment in the departure of God's Spirit from those persons who
ve long resisted him, and striven against him, and the removal of his
spel from those places that have been long a reproach to it, while
| has been an honor to them."

Lenry
8 frequent

7. "For the vineyard of Jehovah of hosts is the house of lsrael, and
© men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he Llookéd For j%stTEe, but, be-

©
fg, oppression; for rigpteousness, but,—Eehold, a cry.
j
l
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The application of the parable i1s made quite clear in this verse.
‘It reveals whc the Lord of the vineyard is, who the vineyard, who the
‘pleasant plant, what the Lord looked for, and what He saw. The pleasant
'Plant corresponds to the choice vine of verse 2. Compare Jer. 2:21 and
Psalms 80:8-11. He looked for good fruit (Micah 6:8; Matt., 3:8-10;
'John 15:2; I John 3:7-8). What He saw was the opposite. Oppression
1s also translated, shedding of blood (R.V.Margin). One meaning is "scab",
Delitzsch says that the word here denotes "the grasping appropriation
‘and unjust heaping up of worldly possessions." One interpretation of
"ery" is that it refers to the cry that attends anarchy, covetousness
and dissipation, as illustrated by the cries of the rabble at the cru-
eifixion of Christ. A more common interpretation is that it refers to
the cry of the oppressed. <Yhe blood of Abel crieth from the ground (Gen.
4:10). In Egypt the cry of the children of israel came up unto God by
reason of the bondage (Ex. 2:23-24). "Behold, the hire of laborers who

?owed your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, erieth out -~-"
James 446,45 -

! "That true religion is not a plant that grows wild among men, but
ls a divine culture in human history; that frocm the people of his choice
the Lord expects the fruit of righteousness; that the divine husbandry
}s thwarted by some natural tendency to degenerstion in the people, and
)y the infidelity of their civil and spiritual leaders; that judgment -
she withdrawal of protection and gracious influences - is the inevitable
\8sue of such apostasy: these are the main truths expressed by the image

{
18 conceived in the mind of Isalah, and truths which are developed with
'emarkable inclsiveness in the teaching of our Lord."l

!

- 8. "Woe unto them that Join house to house, that lay field to field,
ill there be

be no room, and ye be made to dwell alone in the midst of Lthe
&end 17 — — - o

'

] The wild grapes of the vineyard are described more in detail as sin.
n verses 8-24 six woes are pronounced upon soclal sins of the times,

ins of "the world and the flesh," centering around the "land question

nd the liquor question" (G./Q. Smith). The first of these sins condemned
8 the unjust grasping after worldly possessions - greed and covetousness,
ike Ahab when he seized the vineyard of Naboth (I Kings 21:16-20), and

ke the rich man of the parable of Jesus who lay up treasures for him-
81f, but was not rich towards God, Lu. 12:16-24, Similar denunciations

* such sin are found in Jer. 22:13-17 and Hab, 2:9-12. 4in this connection

stthew fenry quotes two sayings from the Latin: "If the whole earth were
mopolized, avarice would thirs¥ for more," and again "Was the wide world
‘eated merely for you?"

. .9+ "In mine ears salth Jehovah of hosts, Of 2 truth many houses
lall be desolate, even great and fair, withouf inhabltant.”
!

|

‘ Jehovah reveals to the prophet the result of the greed of Judah,
mely many empty houses, in a word , general desolation. A similar pre-
etion was given by the Lord to the prophet in answer to his question,
ow long?" Isaiah 6:11, 12, When on earth in person our Lord in His
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ament over Jerusalem said, "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate,"

reed and covetousness bring desolation to many houses - a timely warning
or the present!

10. "For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and a homer of
2ed shall yIeId but an ephah." - —

The result of such sin would mean also the failure of the crops.

[ the seed planted they would get as a crop only one-tenth of the seed
lanted, in other words almost a complete crop faillure.

We are told that "acres", literally "yokes" was the smount of land
1@ yoke of oxen could plow in a dgy. A bath amounted to about 8 gallens.,
i baths are a homer (Ezek. 45:11). The ephah is a dry measure of the

me capacity as the liquid bath. A homer was a dry measure containing
out 11 bushels. 1t was egual to ten ephahs.

11. "Woe unto them that rise up early in the mornin%, that they may

XLlow strong drink; that tarry late into the night, wine inflame
16

second sin upon which a woe is pronounced is that of drunkenness =
\temperance. It was considered particularly disreputable by the Jews

) rlse Wp early and drink wine. The sin is all the greater in meking

» an all-day business, revelling in the day-time, and on into the night.
rrying long at the wine means woe, sorrow, contentions, complaining,
unds without cause, redness of eyes (Prov. 23:29-30, 33), and worse
Gal. 5:21 - \"Envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which

forewarsa you,\that they who practice such things shall not inherit the
ngdom of God." '

12. "And the harp and the lute, the tabret and the ipe, and wine,
€ in their feasts; but they regard not the work of Jehovah, nelther
Ve they considered the operation of his hands."

Instead of using musical instruments in praising God, as did King
vid, they €46 them to accompany their revellings and carousals. They
come spiritually blinded, forget God, and leave out of their considera-
on the work of God. "In their carousing and revelling they have no
nse for the moving and working of God in history; nor do they at all
serve the judgment which is being prepared in the present. And there-

re w%él the judgment fall upon them in this blind, dull, stupid animal
ate.

A poetical picture of such sin in not regarding Jehovah is found in
b 21:11-15, and a most vivid 1llustration of it in Belshazzar's drunken
olatrous feast. (Dan. 5:1-4, 23). On the other hand note the psalmist!s
gard for the work of Jehovah, as in praising Him he sald,

"How great are thy works, O Jehovah!
Thy thoughts are very deep.

A brutish man knoweth not;

Nelther doth a fool understand this,"

- Ps' 92:5-6-
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13, "Therefore my people are gone into captivity for lack of know-
ledge; and thelr EbﬁE%a e men are famished, and Eﬁe¥r miltItude are
—aﬁgarc ed with Thirst."

Some effects of the sin of God's people are captivity, hanger, and
thirst, both the nation!s leading men as well as the common people suf-
fering from the calamities. During the reign of Ahaz at the time of
the war with Syria and Israel a great multitude were taken captive to
Damascus (II Chron. 28:5-8)., ‘he primary meaning may be a prophetic
reference to the Babylonian captivity. The form of the sin here judged
1s spiritual ignorance and blindness. "Israel doth not know, my people
doth not consider" (Is. 1:3). "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge" (Hos. 4:6) Like the Gentiles of whom Paul wrotey, "They
refused to have God in their knowledge" (Rom. 1:28).

i

1 14. "Therefore Sheol hath enlarged its desire, and opened its mouth
ithout measure; and thelir sIorz, an§ tThelr multitude, and Th

elr pomp,
and he that rejoiceth among them, descend Into EE.“

One other effect of the sin sbove denounced is subjection to death.

?heol, or the place of abode of the deaq,is figuratively represented as

& ravenous monster, with mouth open to receive all these people of Judah,
11l the revellers with their glory and their pomp. Compare the incident
in Numbers 16:30-34, when the earth swallowed up the rebels in the time

)f Korah, and Herod's terrible death recorded in Acts 12:21-23, and the
{arnings of Luke 17:34 and fom. 13:13, "Jerusalem has thus been swallowed
ip twice by Hades: once in the Chaldean war, and again in the Roman war.

ut the invisible background of the outward event wag_the fact that it
lad already fallen under the accursed power of hell, "9

| 15. "4nd the mean man 18 bowed.down, and the great man is humbled,
nd the eyes 22 the IofTy aFe humbled:™ A

| The thought of this verse is similar to what is found in €hapter
¢9, 11, 17. "Let a man be ever so high, death will bring him low;

Ker 80 mean &nd death will bring him lower."4 Outstanding 0.T. exam-

es of the high and mean brought low are Pharoah, Sennacherib, and Neb-
thadnezzar, .

‘ 16. "But Jehovah of hosts is exalted in Jjustice, and Yod the Holy
Eﬂ.ii sanctIfTed In rIighteousness.” -

I

, See €hap. 1:27 and comments. Much of theology proper i1s found here.
} the execution of nis Judgments upon the mean and the great, He reveals
'S power, his justice, his holiness, his righteousness, and He proves

imself to be worthy of all praise and glory, such as are given Him in

e cries of the seraphim in 1saiah 6:3, and in the songs of Moses and
il Lamb in Rev. 15:3-4, -

i

17. "Then shall the lambs feed as in their

aces of the faft ones shall wanderers eat.”
: o1

rusture, and the waste

' Matthew Henry Commentary.




: 41
i .

/

| There are various interpretations of this verse. One, taking it
‘literally, considers 1t a pradiction of utter desolation in Judeh, the
land becoming & pasture Br flocks, even the deserted places of the rich
‘becomlng the possession of wanderers or forelgners. Such a passage as
EIsaiah 32:14 seems to bear out this interpretation.

\ Another view is that "lambs"
the people of God for whom provisi
take possession of the waste place
Chaldee interpretation:

are used filguratively as referring to
on will be made although the foreigners
s of the impious Jews. <his is the

. “Then the just shall feed as it is said to them;
and they shall be multiplied, and shall possess the property of the
impious." Compare Ezeck. 34314 and Micah 2:12. <Lhe Syriac translates

the latter part of the verse, "aAnd foreigners shall devour the ruins
which are yet to be restored."

1

|~ In brief the passage may mean "that the pious should be fed, that
khe proud should be desolate, and their property pass into the hands of

ytrangers." In Isaiah 40:11 it is clear that "lambs" is used figurative-
lys while in the present passage it 1s not so clear.

18. "Woe unto them that draw ini

caw quity with cords of falsehood, and
in as it were with a cart rope:

This is the third woe. It is pronounced on those who instead of

eing enticed or drawn by sin (James 1:14), take the initiative by making
Strong effort themselves to sin, "laboriously drawing it to them by
oliciting temptation, drawing it out by obstinate persistency in evil
nd contempt of divine threatenings."® The idea seems to be that in-
'tead of resisting sin, or driving it from them, they do the opposite,
amely, striving to draw sin to themselves, enticing rather than escaping
in. An ancient interpretation of the Rabbins was as follows: "An evil
clination 1s at first like a fine hair-string, but the finishing like
~cart-rope." -The evil inclinations of Judas scariot may at first have
pen like "cobwebs", but at last they were like "cables".

19. "That say, Let him meke speed, let him hasten his work that we

see it; and let the counsel of the Holy Une of Israel draw nigh and
me, that we may Know 18T -

i Not only do they draw doom upon themselves by drawing sin unto them-
»lves, but also by the heinous sin of defiant doubt. In a spirit of
offing or mockery they defy or challenge the announced judgments of
&e Holy One of Israel. Such a Spirlt was present in the early days of
e race (Gen. 4:23-24), and is characteristic of the last days. "Knowing
is first, that in thé last days mockers shall come with mockery, walk-
g after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his com-
g? for, from the days that the fathers fell asleep, all things continue
| they were from the beginning of creation." (I?@et. 3:3=-4} -

t

20. "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put dark-

Es for 1Tght, end Ilght for darkness; that put er for Sweet, &and
et Tor E%tEer!"

L
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This fourth woe 1s pronounced upon those who pervert distinctions
tween right and wrong. Darkness is a common figure in Seripture for
1l (Luke 22:33) and light for good (I John 1:6-7). Bitter and bitter-
83 are frequently used with reference to sin. Jer. 2:19; 4:18; Acts

23; Rom. 3:14; Heb. 12:15. The word of God is sweeter than-honey
8. 19:10; 119:103). '

2l. "Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in
eir own Sigh —

This fifth woe 1s uttered against those guilty of self-conceit - a

ndamental sin. In Prov. 3:7 we find an admonition against this sin
gether with 1its mntidote:

"Be not wise in thine own eyes:
Fear Jehovah, and depart from evil."

exander well observes that undue reliance upon human reason is indeed
compatible with the fear of God. See also Prov. 26:12.

22. "Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength
mingle strong drink;" - -

This sixth woe 1s like the second, verse 1ll, in being pronounced
on the drunkards. As is shown in verse 23, it has special reference
the unjust judges. Woe unto them "whose god is the belly, and whose
ory is in their shame." 1Instead of using their strength to promote jus-
ce and righteousness they dissipate it in intemperance. :

23. "That justify the wicked for a bribe, and take away the right- -
usness of the righteous from mimli™

This is closely connected with verse 22. Drunkenness, bribery and
justice are frequently found together. A mother's comnsel to a ing
Proverbs 31:4-5 are to the point "It is not for &ngs, O Lemuel, it
not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes to say, Where is strong
ink? Lest they drink, and forget the law, And pervert the justice due
any that. 1s afflicted." Woe unto them who for a bribe clear the
L1ty and take away the right of the innocent. "He that justifieth
> wicked, and he that condemneth the righteous, Both of them alike are
abomination to Jehovah." (Prov. 17:15).

24. "Therefore as the tongue of fire devoureth the stubble, and as
3 dry grass sinketh down In the Tlame, so thelr root shall be as rot-
mess, and thelr blossom shall go up as dust; because they have re-

>ted the Taw of Jehovah of hosts, and desplsed the word of the Holy
> of Israel." - :

Following the six woes pronounced upon the sinners in Judah there
ins anew here a description of the resulting punishment and its effect,
i a summary statement of their sin, which was the cause of all God's
lgments., The first figure of speech to describe God's vengeance is
it of fire devouring dry grass and stubble (Mal. 4:la). The second
zure to describe its effect upon the people is a tree, representing
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the people. 1t is not a healthy, fruit-bearing tree, but one whose root
iis rottenness and blossoms blown off like dust. (Mal. 4:1b and Ps. 1:
'46). The reason for such calamities is glven in the closing summary
statement to the effect that they have rejected the teaching of Jehovah
;and despised His word. This was the reason lsrael's first King, Saul,
'was rejected of God (I Sam. 15:23, 26) and for the same reason the
people were rejected (II Kings 17:14-15). Compare John 12:41.

: 25. "Therefore is the anger of -Jehovah kindled against his people,
and he hatE“StretheE_fortth%ETHEEd against them, ang hath Smitten them;
and the mountains tremble, and thelr dead bodles are a4s refuse In the

midst_of the sftreefs. For all ThIs hds anger 1s not turmned away, but
his hand is streftched out sTII1l,™
{

! When His people reject his law the anger of Jehovah is kindled. It
s difficult to tell whether this manifestation of His wrath refers o
past or to future judgments. Alexander says, "The previous inflections
nere referred to are described as a stroke from Jehovah's outstretched '
pand, so. violent as to shake the mountains, and so destructive as to fill
vhe streets with corpses." 1In the time of fing Josiah great was the wrath
)f Jehovah because of the rejection of His word (il Kings 22:13, 17). In
sne time of &ing Zedekiah the people of Jerusalem "mocked the messengers
)f God, and despised his words, and scoffed at his prophets, until the
irath of Jehovah arose against his people, till there was no remedy,"

II Chron. 36:16). Delitzsch thinks the reference to dead bodies as ref-
Ise in the street indicate this ‘to be a prediction of the bloodshed brought
ibout by the Syro-Ephraimic war in Judah, Notwithstanding all these
2lamities there are to be even more judgments as predicted in the closing
lefrain of this verse found also in Isaish 9:12, 17, 21, and 10:4.

| 26. "And he will 1ift 2% an ensigh to the nations from far, and will
%ss for them from the end Oof the earth; and, behold, they shall come
i Speed swiftly.”

| The instruments used of God for further judgments upon Judah, are
Ere predicted as distant nations, the judgments being in the form of
relgn invasion, and subjection to these nations. One notsble fulfil-
Fnt was when the Chaldeans destroyed Jerusalem, another the destruction
f Jerusalem under Titus, A.D, 70. Isaiah here used two figures which
lvidly portray the work of God in calllng the distent nations to be his
astruments in the judgment of Judah. One is the ensign lifted up as a
anner to call the nations from afar. The other is the hissing for them.
Mls figure is taken from the custom in bee-culture of hlssing in order
) assemble the bees. This figure is used in Is. 7:18, where Egypt and
Jsyria are particularly mentioned. The nations are pictured as hurrying
11ftly at the call of Jehovah. He has the supreme control over all the
ljtions. See Dan. 4:35.
{

|

27. "None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber

r sleep; nelther shall the girdle of thelr loins be loosed, nor the
{Echet of Thelr shoes be brokem:"

Verse 26 represented the response of the nations to the summons of
hoveh as prompYand rapid. This verse further describes them as having
durance, sure-footedness, wakefulness, preparedness of outfit. Compare
iel-2:7-8.

|
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: 28. "Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent; their horses!
{Qoofs shall be accounted as flint, and thelr wheels as a whirlwing:"

Thelr weapons and means of conveyance are here described. The

.weapuns ure in read.ness f.r uct.on. we are tild tnat ancsients did nut
shoe horses as are done at present, so that horses with hard hoofs were
;needed for long marches. See description of war-horse in Job 39:19-25.,

‘The wheels of the war-chariots run with such rapldity that they are com-
iﬁared to a whirlwind. Compare Nahum's deseription of war-chariot.
Nahum 2:4.

!

!

| 29, "Their roaring shall be like a lioness, they shall roar like

Joung lions; yea, they shall roar, and lay hold o e prey, and carry
gﬁ away sale, and there shall be none Lo deIiver, ™

|
B The battle-cry of the enemy as it draws nearer is like the roaring
of a lion for its prey. In fierceness they fall upon their prey and
drag it away so that it cannot be recovered. Thus Judah will become
the prey of the foreign invader. Compare Jer. 50:17.

| 30. "And they shall roar against them in that d

ay like the roarin
gg‘the sea; and if one look unto the land, behold, darkness and dis Tess;
d the Ilght Is daTkened In the clouds Ethereof."
l S n——— —

i
|
{

It 1s easy to pass from the figure of the roaring lion to that of
she roaring sea. The roaring of the sea suggests the battle-cries of
ghe multitude of the enemy coming upon Judah, while a look landward
'eveals darkness, catastrophe; and in the heavens the clouds cover the
}i%hti & portrayal of "the gloom of anguish" (Is. 8:22), and general
talamity. v

; But may there not b¢ a ﬁlimmering hope expressed in this verse? The
assoretic text, instead of "Behold, darkness and distress" has "Behold
larkness and light" etc. On the basis of such a reading Delitzsch says,
Qhe prophet here prophesies that before it come to an extremity with

dah, approaches will be made toward it within which a divine respite
Ell always again appear. Grace tries and always tries again to spare,
111 at last the measure of sin is full, and the period for repentance

s expired. The history of the Jewish people runs on, according to this

aw, till the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans." May we not add

igt this 1s an unchanging law, effeftive until the end of this age. See
e 21:25-26.

vetdinal and Practical:

1. Isaiah's Parable of the Vineyard.

: a. A Favored Vineyard - The goodness of God.

‘ b. Its Frult, a disappointment - The sinfulness of man.

; c. Its Fate, destruction - The wages of sin., But there is a
| free gift. Rom. 6:23 and Ezek. 18:31-32.

2. This chapter emphasizes particularly the Reality of Divine Ven-

ance. May 1t not also adumbrate the Redemption of the Remnant in verse
> and verse 30 (Massoretic text)?




. Chap. 6. Isalah's Vision and Commission.

, This is one of the great chapters of the Bible. Both its grendeur
and simpliclity are impressive. It presents first A Vision of Glory (1-4).
[Its date 1s about 758 B.C. Its central object is The Tord exalfed in
|glory. The attendant parts of this vision of glory are the throne,
train, temple, seraphim, shaking of the foundations of threshold, and
the smoke filling the house.

The keynote of the vision is holiness.
fmmediately following this vision of

glory 1s A Voice of Guilt, verse 5.
Thenn there is a Visit of Grace,

verses 5-7, and TInally The Divine Voice
d the Dedicated Volunteer, verses 8-13., Here is the call of the
iriune God, and the consecration of the volunteer; the commission to

phe prophet with the answer to his question, How long?

% 1. "In the year that king
% throne, high and 1

l See II Chron. 26:21-23 for reference to Uzziah's leprosy and death.
jontrast the leper's grave with the loftiness of the

_ Lord -the central
!bject of this vision. Alexander, after quoting from John 1:18; Ex. 33:

‘03 Matt., 5:8; and Gen. 32:30, says, "It is therefore plain that the
)hrase 'see God' is e

mployed in different senses, and that although his
)ssence is and must be invisible, he may be seen in the manifestation
f his glory or in human form. It has been a general opinion in all
ges of the church, that in every such manifestation it was God the Son
ho thus revealed himself. In John 12:41 it is said to have been Christ's
lory that Isaiah saw and spoke of, while Paul cites vs. 9 and 10 (Acts
8:25-26) as the language of the Holy Spirit." Matthew Henry suggests
hat the throne upon which the word sits is a throne of glory which calls
pr worship, a throne of government, which calls for obedience, and a
arcne of grace to which we may come boldly. His train or skirts of his
pyal robes filled the temple. Some think it was the literal temple in
srusalem where lsaiah had this vision, others that it was the temple of
2aven he saw in vision as did the apostle John, Rev. 4:2-3,

i
i

Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon
iTted up; end his train fIIled the temple.™

. 2. "Above him stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain
E covered his face, end with twain he covered his feet, and with twain
» did fly.”

In the attitude for service to Him were the seraphim, who are burning
"irits, or angels of fire. Two wings of each covering his face seem to
ipresent humility and reverence, the two covering the feet also to

ipresent reverence, The Targum says, "With two he covered his face that

might not see; and with two he covered his body that he might not be
en, With two he did fly, executing the will of God.

. 3. "And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, koly, is Jehovah
hosts: the whole earth Is full of his glory.™

. This is an antiphonal chorus of adoration, the keynote of which is
liness. "Holiness

: 1s equivalent to separateness, sublimity - in fact,

8t to that loftiness or exaltation which Isaiah has already so often
~iterated as the principal attribute of God. In their thrice-repeated

1y the seraphim are only telling more emphatically to the prophet's

rs what his eyes have already seen, the Lord high and lifted up. -- Glory

|
ﬁ
|



. the expression of holiness."l From Wilderness days came the divine
'Surance, a glorious missionary promise, that "all the earth shall be
lled with the glory of Jehovah." (Num. 14:21) The glory of Jehovah
all be revealed -- (Is. 40:5). Compare this chorus of the seraphim

th that of the representatives of nature in Rev. 4:8,9 and the song of
Ses and the Lamb, fev. 15:3-4,

The fact that the word "Holy" is used in the chorus of the seraphim
ree times has led the church from early times to consider this a refer-
ce to the Trinity and has caused this doxology to be given the name
mnus Trinitatis. Delitzsch remarks, "The favorite name of God in the
uth of the prophet, Holy One of Israel, is the echo of his seraphic
nctus -- All the prophecies of Isalah bear this name of God in them

their stamﬁ -~ 1t occurs 15 times in Chaps. 1-39, and 14 times in
apS . 40-66 .

4, "And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him
at cried, and the house was Filled Wwith smoke.™

The immediate effect of the seraph's song and of this whole super-
tural manifestation is set forth in this verse. The shaking of the
andations of the threshold and the filling of the house with smoke tend-

to produce terror and awe in the prophet. "What Isaiah actually

lt was the dim-eyed shame, the distraction, the embarassment, the
inding shock of a personal encounter with Yne whom he was utterly un-
t to meet." Smoke here may refer to the smoke of incense., In Isaiah
5 and Rev. 15:8 smoke is symbolic of the glory of the Divine holiness,
1 this may be its significance here. .

5. "Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of
slean 1Ips, and I dwell In The mIdst of a people of unclean 11ps; for
le eyes have seen The King, Jehovah oT hosts.™

Immediately following the vision of glory came the sense of sin,
te that of Gideon (Ju. 6:22), Manoah (Ju. 13:22), Job (42:5-6), Daniel
in. 10), Peter (Lu. 5:8) and John (Rev. 1:17). In the presence of
| Isalah was a man and before a holy God an unclean man. While holy
rtels with pure lips were pralsing Him, he had unclean lips, llke Moses
¢ 6312, 30). Also he was a part of a people with unclean lips (Is.
H 59:55. Did he think particularly of the leper'ﬁjng, Uzziah? On
» obther hand his eyes had seen the King, Jehovah of hosts, the Holy
» of Israel. Traditien has it that Lsaiah was sawn asunder in the

.gn of Manasseh, the pretext for the crime being that he had seen the
.g. (See note on Is. 6:1). '

6. "Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in his
4, which he had Taken with the tongs from off The &lFer:™

Angels are ministering spirits (Heb. 1:14). Compare Daniel 9:21-23.
e 1s a symbol of purification. (Mal. 3:23; Matt. 3:11). The altar
elther the altar of burnt-offering or the altar of im ense. "Nothing

46

powerful to cleanse and comfort the soul, but what is taken from Christ's

isfaction, and the intercession he ever lives to make in the virtue
that satisfaction.™

G. £. Smith.
Ibid.

Matthew Henry Commentary.
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%. "And he touched my mouth with it, and said, Lo, this hath touched
1y lips; and talne InTquity Is taken away, and thy sin Forgiven."
N\

"The meaning\of the §eraph's dct is that the atoning efficacy of the
Ltar 1s conveyed the person of Isaiah, to his lips in particular, be-
mse there the sin'of his nature had seemed to be concentrated. "4 De-
.tzsch suggests that\ the seraphim may be the bearers and mediators of
16 fire of the DivineXwrath. "The mention of the altar and the assur-
ice of forgiveness, or rather of atonement, makes it natural to take
le application of fire as a symbol of explation by sacrifice."® See
le 8335, 6, 11; I John 1:7; 2:1-2. There must be a visit of grace to
‘epare a prophet for his mighty tasks. John 12:41; Jer. 1:9; Dan. 10:16.

8. "And I heard the voice of the Lord, sayin » Whom shall I send,
d who will go for us? Then I sald, Here 52.55 send me.™

The purpose of the preceéding scene was preparatory. UNow comes
e call of God and the consecration of the volunteer. God does the
11ling and the sending, the prophet does the answering and the going.

€ _assurance of sins forgiven is followed by willingness to do God's
11. Compare Ps, 51:12-15.

The question of the Lord suggests that He would not send just any-
© - He would select. It also suggests that not every one would be
lling to go. Yhe apostle raul, in considering the glory of the minis-
¥, raised the question, "And who is sufficient for these things?" "Here
. I" in the Hebrew is "Behold me". The prophet's message is "Behold

ur God" (40:9). Compare the call and consecration of the apostle Paul.
ts 9:4; 22:21; 26:16-19; Eph. 3:8.

9. "And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear Ye indeed, but under-
and notj and see ye Indeed, but perceive nokt."

In this and the following verse is gilven the prophet's commission
gether with predictions in the form of commands as to the result of
8 preaching., The prophet's first duty 1s to do the preaching God bids
m, "whether they will hear or whether they will forbear" (Ezek. 3:11).
this case he 1s commissioned to a service of hardening. The people
11 be spiritually deafened and spiritually blinded through his speaking.
the Septuagint the imperatives "understand" and "see" are rendered as

bures and so quoted in Matt. 13:14 and Acts 28:26. Similar thought
ntinues in the next verse.

10. "Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heav¥,
1 shut their eyes; lest they see with bheir eyes, and hear with their
rs, and understand with tEe%r heart, and turn again, and be nea-ed."

As 1n verse nine the prediction of the peoples' spiritusl insensi-
lity is in the form of a command to them thru the prophet's preaching
here the same is predicted in the form of a command to the prophet
nself. "There are three flgurative expressions for hardening; to make
b, to make without feeling for the operations of grace; to make heavy,

1 especlally heavy or dull of hearing; to spread thickly, to smear over,
do to any one what happens to diseased eyes when thelr sticky secretion

Cambridge Bible.
Alexander.
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. during the night becomes a closing crust."6

f "The thing predicted is judicial blindness, as the naturel result

tand righteous retribution of the naticnal depravity, This end would be
Jpromoted by the very preaching of the truth, and therefore a command to

preach was in effect a command to blind and harden them. The art re-
;quired of the prophet is here joined with its ultimate effect, while
-the intervening circumstances, namely, the people's sin and the with-
'holding of God's grace, are passed by in silence. But although not ex-
ipressed, they are implied in this command. The essential idea is their
insensibility, considered as a fruit of their own depravity, as the

!eﬁecution‘of God's ﬁ%ghteous judgment, and as the only visible result
of Isailah's lebors. :

| “What God expresses to Isaiah so imperatively as almost to take our
breath away; what Christ uttered with such abruptness that we ask, Does
He speak in irony? What Paul laid down as the conviction of a long and
patient ministry 1s the great truth that the Word of God has not only
a saving power, but that even in its gentlest pleadings and its purest
dospel, even by the mouth of Him, who gggg, not to condemn, but to save
the world, it has a power that is judi end condemnatéry."® "This is
ghe Judgment that the light is come into the world, and men loved the

arkness rather than the light; for their works were evil." (John 3:19)
|

i 11. "Then said I, Lord, how long?
be_waste without inhabiTant,
20me UtterLly waste.!

t
:

| In answer to his question as to how long the people would be under

ghis Judgment of hardening, th: answer 1s until they come to utter ruin.
/his was partly fulfilled under the Chaldeans and again under the Romans,
she prophecy probably pointing to repeated desolations.

And>gg answered, Until cltieg
and houses without man, and The land be-

{ 12. "And Jehovah have removed men far away, and the forsaken places
F meny in” the midst of the land."

i Such a removal of men took place under Hebuchadnezzar. The verse
ay also be applied to repeated desolations of the land. Here is illus-
rated the Reality of Divine Vengeance.

13. "And if there be yet & tenth in it, it also shall in turn be
aten up; as a terebinth, and as an oak, whosSe SLOCK remalneth, when

hey are felled; so the holy seed Is the stock thereol.n

Here is that characteristic, glorious doctrine of lsaiah - the Redemp~
on of the Remmant (Ch. 1:9; 10:20-23; 37:31). ‘here will be "a remnent
ter every repetition of infliction to the last." Rom. 11l:5. The trees

ntioned here have "the property of renewing themselves again from the
ot-stump, even when their trunk has been felled. OFf the felled tere-

nth or oak, deprived of its trunk and its crown, there is still a stock,
t 1s a root-stock fast fixed in the ground, an image of the remnant

frviving the judgment, which becomes a holy seed, from which a new

rael shoots out after the old Israel is exterminated. In a few welghty

| Delitzsch.
| Alexander.
y Go A. Smith.

|
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rds the way is thus sketched upon which God will henceforth go with
8 peopls. 1t presents an outline of the history of Israel to the end
Te

' time." nth here 1s symbolical of a very small part, not an arith-
'tlcal measurement. . Compare Zech. 13:8-9. )

For an inspired exposition of Is. 6:13 see Rom. 11 where Paul shows
at the rejection of the Jews is neither total nor final.

Refelation 2{ Glogz and Grace.

1. Iéiah saw the Lord of Glory.

2. Isalah saw his own sinfulness.

3. Isalah experienced a work of grace.

4. Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord of Glory.
5. Isalah consecrated his life to His service.

Delitzsch.
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Chaps, 7:1-9:7. A Sign and a Son.

The cycle of prophecy in chapters 7-12 has been called the Book of
nanuel. "Here begins a series of connected prophecies (ch., 7-12) be-
1ging to the reign of Ahaz, and relating é; general to the same great
bjects, the deliverance of Judah from Syr and Israel, its subsequent
dJection to Assyrla and other foreign powers, the final destruction
i1ts enemies, the advent of the Messiah, and the nature of his King-

n. "l The Syro-Epppraimite invasion with which chap. 7 opens is recorded
two other books, II Kings 15:37; 16:5-9; and II Chron. 28:5-15. (See
fount of Ahaz' reign in Introd.)

'The prophecy beginning at chapter 7 and continuing thru 9:7 may
7e been uttered at the same time as one oracle, or it may be a group
prophecies.

There was consternation in Judah, the occasion being the Syro-Ephraim-
> invasion, 7:I-2., Whereupon Jehovah sends Isaiah, accompanied by his
} Shear-jashub, with a message of comfort and encouragement to.ﬁing
1z (3-9). This message 1s followed by a confirmation in the form of
» 8ign of the “hild Immanuel, with its assurance, not only of the early
mfall of Judah's enemy, but also its glorious promise of the birth of
» Messlah, 10-16. . The concluding part of the chapter is a prophecy of
y calamities that will come upon Judah as a result of Ahaz! policy of
»king an unholy alliance with the-ﬁing of Assyria (18-25)., Chapter
tht opens with a prediction, expressed in a symbolical name, to be the
1e of Isaiah's second son - Maher-shalalhash-baz - that Syria and Israel,
y Invaders of Judah, will soon be overthrown by the armies of Assyria
'1=-4). Not only so but the land oT Judah will also be overrun by the
1g of Assyria (5-8), God's judgment will be upon the enemies of the
id of Immanuel, and they will be overcome (verses 9-10). Comfort will
16 to those whc fear Jehovah, and do not fear Hig enemies TII-18).
\demnation will reat upon those who practice ne °mancy, and who do
; follow the law and the testimony. <To them there will be distress,
‘kness, gloom, anguish (19-22).

In striking contrast to this concluding note of Chapter 8 are the
tht, increase, joy, deliverance, and peace in Galilee of the Gentiles
be brought about through the coming of the Frince of Peace, 9:1-7.

'8 paragranh presents a magnificent description of the Messianiec King-
1 and the person of the lessianic King, who "must-reign till he hath
; all his enemies under his feet." (I Cor. 15:25)

7:1. "And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the
. of Uzziah, of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syrla, and Pekah The
. of Remallah, g of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to war against it,
 could not prevall against L1t.- - - T

IT Chron. 20 gives us a detailed account of the great victories
iin and Pekah had in the land of Judah. Following the gross idolatry
Ahaz God delivered him into the hands of his enemies who smote him
h great slaughter and took away multitudes of captives. However, the
les had not succeeded in taking the capitai city of Jeruaalem. See
Kings 16. It was probably between the time of their first successes
. thelr final retreat that Isaiah's record begins.
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2. "And 1t _was told the house of David, saying, Syria, is confed-
ate with Ephralm. “And his heart Irembied, ang E%e Egarf oI his people,
“the trees of the forest tremble with the wind.T"

The news of the invasion caused general consternation in Judah. It
y have been at this time that Ahaz, in his fear, and lack of trust in
hovah, was particularly tempted to seek aid from the #ing of Assyria,
form that unholy alliance which not only had a great effect upon the
litics of his whole generation, but a most marked effeat upon the re-
gion of Judah.

3. "Then said Jehovah unto Isaish, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou,
d Shear-Jjashub, thy son, at the end of the condulit of The upper poodl,
the highway of the fuller's field;"

Shear-jashub was a symbolic name, meaning "a remnant shall return',
sharacteristic message of- Isaiah. Jehovah had spoken this message in
13, It is emphasized in 10:20-21 and fom. 9:27. This in itself was

& sermon to Ahaz who was at this place mentioned probably to examine
> clty-water supply for the strengthening of the defenses of the city.

4., "And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither let
{ heart be fa%nﬁ, Decause of these two talls of smoking flre-brends,
> The Tisrce anger of Reein end’Syriam; ahd of the son of Remallah."

In a message of assurance and encouragement the prophet is to urge
n him quietness and confidence (Is, 30:15) because the two invading
1g8 huve alma t spent themselves, like explring torches. He i1s to take
3d to fear Jehovah, not the enemy (8:11-14), Moses had a similar mes-
e for Israel at the Red Sea. (Ex. 14:13-14) .

5. "Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have purposed
L1 against thee, saying, - -

"The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel
jether, Against Jehovah and against his anointed, saying:" (Ps. 2:2)

6. "ot us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make & breach
rein for us, and set up a king In The mIdst of It, even the son of
,'é_er;-ll—“‘"-“" T e S - T — _— I

Compare Ps. 2:3. Their plan was to dethrone Ahaz and enthrone a
L of their own choice - an obscure person, whether a Syrian or Israel-
' 18 unknown, as a vassal-king.

7. "Thus saith the Lord Jehovah, It shall not come to pass."

Chap. 8:10.

Ps. 2:4-6 1s a good exposition of this verse, also Dan, 4:35. "He
th according to ©is will -- among the inhabitants of the earth; and
.6 can stay his hand, or say unto him, what doest thoug"

8, 9. ‘"For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus
Rezin; and within Threescore and Tive years shall Ephralm be broken
pleces, so that It shall not be a people: and the head of Ephralm Is
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Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If ye will not be-
1Leve, surely ye shall not be established.”

K The first part of verse nine has been transposed by Dr. Jubb, and
the passage rendered as follows, thus clarifying the meaning: "Though
‘the head of Syria be Damascus; and the head of Damascus Rezin; and the
'head of Ephraim be Samaria; and the head of Samaria Remalish's son; yet
‘wlthin threescore and five years Ephraim shall be broken, that he be
no more a people." The prediction regarding the fall of Ephraim was
accomplished partly thru the invasion by Tiglath-pileser (II Kings 15:
29; 16:9) partly by Shalmeneser (II Kings 17:6) and finally by Esar-
haddon (II Kings 17:24; P ?. The conclusion of this pre-

diction emphasizes the necessity of faith, the acceptance of the word
?f Jehova? thru the prophet. To despise His word would mean destruction.
Is, 5:24). o

10, 11. "And Jehovah spake again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask thee a
31 g£ Jehovah thy God; ask It eTther In the depth, or in the helght
Tbove.

 ————

| To the fearful, unbelieving Ahaz Yehovah not only sent the assur-
ce that his enemies would not be successful in taking Jerusalem, but,
tontinuing his grace to the house of David. *e now generously offers
haz a sign of confirmation. H¥s condescending love is shown in His
lpeaking again, in His saying "thy God" to such a wicked king as Ahaz,
Ed in glving him the universe from which to select a sign to confirm the
ruth of Jehovah's promise, just given thru Isaiah. "A sign is not
)ecessarily a miracle, nor necessarily a prophecy, but a sensible pledge
£ the truth of something else, whether present, past or future; some-
imes consisting in a miracle (Jud. 6:37; Isaiash 38:7,8) but sometimes

n a mere prediction (Ex. 3:12), and sometimes only in a symbol, es-
ecially a symbolical name or action (Is, 8:18; 20:3)."2

12. "But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt Jehovah,"

L A direct refusal to obey the clear command of Jehovah, and a pious

xcuse for such disobedience. Chrysostom and Calvin are probably correct
the interpretation that his i1s "the language of a hypocrite who assumes

Ee mark of reverence for God and his command." Instead of trust in

hovah and belief in His promise of the overthrow of Ephraim was his

ust in help from the &ing of Assyria linked with gross idolatry. 1II

on. 28:22; II Kings 16:7-9, 15. "In this hour when Isalsh stands be~-
)re Ahaz the fate of the Jewlsh people is decided for more than two
jousand years, "3 .

»

13. "And he said, Hear ye now, 0 hcuse of David: Is EE.E small thing
you to weary men, that ye will weaTy my God also?"

A severe rebuke to Ahaz and those associated with him. Not only

Ahaz refused to accept the message of the prophet of God but had even

ectly refused the gracious offer of a sign from Jehovah to attest the
th of the prophet's words.

eRn TR
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: 14. "Therefore the Lord himself will give
;virgin shall conceive, and bear & son, and sha

!

ou & sign: behoid, a
l% call hls name immanuel,"

‘ This is one of the most difficult Messianic prophecies to explain,
"and there have been many different interpretations. Ome refers it solely
'to the birth of Christ as recorded in Matthew. The problem of this view
'1s to show how the birth of Christ coming hundreds of years after the
:time of Ahaz, could be a sign to Ahaz of deliverance from Syria and
|Ephraim. In what sense could the infancy of Christ himself still far
.remote be

the sign and measure to Ahaz of deliverance in Isaiah's time?
A second view is that this

passage refers to two distinct births, verse
14 to the birth of the Messiah and verse 16 to that of some other child
born in the time of Ahaz, Hatthew Henry's view is that this second
ehild is Isaiah's son Shear-jashub, and that the meaning 6f vérse- 16 ts
#Before "this child which I have now in my arms." while the prophet
foretells the bi

rth of Christ he foretells the birth of another child,
during whose infancy the promised deliverance to

Ahaz will be experienced.
A view having much to favor it is to understand the prophecy to have been
Eulfilled in a sense in the time of Ahaz and Isaish by the birth of a
ehlld who was a type of the Messiah. The prophet makes a first refer-
ence to his own times, the birth of the child then to be a sign or
bledge to Ahaz of the safety of his kingdom them; yet the ultimate refer-
ence and glorious fulfilment is in the birth of Christ as recorded in

ﬂatthew 1. In accord with this there is an interpretation given by Terry
tBiblical Hermenemtics, p.

333) well worthy of our consideration. He
jays, "The language has no

double or occult meaning. Its application
i0 Christ in Matt. 1:23 is to be explained typically, just as we explain
jhe passage cited from Hosea in Matt, 2:15. The most simple explanation
8 that which identifies the virg.n with the prophet's young wife, called
B €hap. 8:3 the prophetess, and the child Immanuel is no other than
:aher-shal-hash-baz,

whose name and birth were so solemnly attested
See €hap. 8:1=3). We understand

this latter as but another symbolical
ame for the child Immanuel, for the same great Ssign 1s to be at once a
roof that God is with his people, and that he also hastens the spoilation
£ the two fingdoms of which Ahaz w

a8 so much afraid. In less than three

ears from the beginning of Ahaz' reign, Tiglath-pileser, Ring of Assyria,
Eoke the power of Damascus,

and spolled the cities of Ephraim, as des-
Pibed in II Kings 15:29; 16¢9.

‘he language of Is. 8:4, when compared
ith Is. 7:16, confirms this interpretation,

for it shows that the signifi-
knt sign, which the child Immanuel was to be to the house of David, was
So to be fulfilled in Maher-shal-hash-baz. This is still farther in=-
1dentally confirmed by the repdtition in Isaiah ¢;% and 10 of the name
manuel., "

Whatever may be one's interpretation as to the details of

ils difficult and enigmatic prophecy, let us rejoice with the Christian
lurch thru the ages in its belief that

this is a signal and specific
tophecy of the miraculous birth of Christ. "It 1s the Messiah whom the
ophet here beholds as about to be born, then in €hap. 9 as born, and
; €hapter 11 as reigning."4 o :

;
. 15. "Butter and honey shall he eat, when he knoweth to refuse the
1l and choose the gooa.u — _- _-

I
H
i
|

This limitation of the food of Immanuel to simple pastoral products
taken by many to indicate a time of agricultural privation (vs. 22).
he essentlial idea is that the desolation should not last until a child
en born, ¢ould reach maturity, and probably not longer than his first
/

|
!
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3w years,"S

16. "For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose
1e good, the Iand whose Two Ein§§“EHUE‘§bE3r?€§E‘§h§II’EE‘TorEEEdﬁT*“'

See 8:4; II Kings 15:29-30; 16:9. Before the child reached years
 discretion, in fact in less than three years from the beglnning of
le reign of Ahaz the land of Syria and Ephraim was taken by the &ing
" Assyrlia whom Ahaz had called hither. Two tails of smoking fire~
‘ands (7:4) were extinguished,

17. "Jehovah will bring upon thee, and upon thy people, a nd upon
iy fatherTs houSe, days that have not come, Irom the day That Ephraim
yparted Irom Judah -- even the KIng of Assyria.”

According to the most common interpretation the person here addressed
} Ahaz, and the land referred to in the remainder of the chapter to
icome desolate the land of Judah. While they will be spared from
vastation from Syria and Ephraim, judgment will come down upon them
om the £ing of Assyria, such as the house of David had not seen since
e ten tribes had revolted under Jeroboam. The very Ring whom Ahaz
d called to his aid brought him to the very verge of ruln, and ultimate-
" the domination of Assyria took away the independence of Judah as well
- Israel and led to their captivity. See II Chron. 28:19-21; 33:11;
36-20. (See "Times of Isaiah" in Introduction.)

18. "And it shall come to pass in that day, that Jehovah will hiss

r the fly tThat Ts In the uttermost part o e rivers of Egypt, and
T The bee that Ts In the Iand of Assyria."

Verses 18-25 give a more detailed desceription of the judgment an-
unced in verse 17, Lilke 5:26 Jehovah is here represented as calling
€ nations to be his instruments. The Egyptians, living in a land of
ny flies, the land of the plague of flies, are compared to the fly,

d likewlse the Assyrians are appropriately compared to bees.

19. "And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate
lleys, and in the clerts of the rocks, and upon all thorn-hedges, and

on 2ll pastures."

Carrying out the figure, the Egyptians and Assyrians are represented
coming in and infesting the land in every part like swarms of insects.
1s prophecy may point to the fulfilment recorded in II Chron. 35:20-25,

20. "In that day will the Lord shave with a razor that is hired in
the R

e parts beyond iver, even with the ¥ing of Assyria, the head and
i}n};ﬁair oF e fee¥; aid 1t shall also consume the beard."

Jehovah will use the fing of Assyria as his instrument to inflict
vastation upon Judah, Is. 10:5. In a sense Ahaz hired Tiglath-pileser
yond the Euphrates to come to his aid, and gave him presents out of the
ase of Jehovah (II Kings 16:7-8), but this unholy alliance distressed
n and did not strengthen him (II Chron. 28:20-21).

Alexander.



Delitzsch remarks that the cheap knife which Ahaz "had hired for

' the deliverance of Judah is hired by the Lord to shave Judah wholly and
‘'most shamefully."

% 21, 22. "And it shall come to pass in that day that a man shall
'keep alive a young cow, &nd two sheep; and 1t sha come to pass that
'Decause of The abundance orf ﬁTIk‘ﬁEI%h they shall give he Sh eat

butter; Yor butTer and honey shall every one eat that is leFt In the
'mIdst of the land.™ — »

| These verses are commonly interpreted as meaning that only a pas-
jtoral life will be possible, since the land will be so laid waste there
'will be no agricultural products, and since the land will be so depopu-
lated there will be an abundance of pastoral products for the small
number left in the land. Mihoever has escaped the Assyrian razor eats

thickened milk and honey; this and nothing but this, without change,
ad nauseau; for the hills, formgrly covered with vines and corn-fields,
are now overgrown with thorns."

[ 23. "And 1t shall come to pass in that day, that ever place where
there were & thousand vines at & thousand silverlIngs, shall be Ior brlers
¢nd thorns." - -

Instead of vineyards:of definite value there shall be waste and
esolation.with & growth of briers and thorns.

e gy

24, "With arrows and with bow shall one come thither, because all
she land shall be briers and thorns,™

g The land will become a hunting ground - a howling wilderness in-
Itead of a pleasant land.

1
{

' 25. "And all the hills that were digged with the mattock, thou -
nalt not come thither for fear of briers and Ehorns; BUE It shall be
or the sedding forth of oxen, and for the treading of "sheep.™

i The picture of desolation is here completed as it shows cattle tread-
ng the hills which were formerly agricultural or garden spots, but now
gerous waste places. In the background of this whole picture of the
evastation of Judah are the unbelief, idolatry, and disobedience of Ring
haz, who, trusting in an arm of flesh rather than in Jehovah made an
hholy alliance with the kingdom of the world, thus laying the founda-
lon for the ruin of Judah as well as of Israel. (Prof. Moulton thinks
prse 17-25 refer to Israel rather than Judah.)

8:1. "And Jehovah said unto me, Take thee & great tablet, and write
pon it with the pen of a man, For Maher-shalal-hash-bez;"
i

L Like the prophet Habakkuk (Hab. 2:2), Isaiah is here commanded to
flte upon a great tablet this symbolical word which is a prediction of
le Speedy overthrow of Ephraim and Syria by the Assyrian power, the word
laning literally, "The spoil speedeth, the prey hasteth." This was to
f in the form of a clear public announcement.

e e
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2. "aAnd I will take unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah ——+ "

e priest, and ZecharIah the son of Jeberchiah." '”/‘)gxpf
The two witnesses were reliable, responsible public persons. T

It -
-ght be necessary for them later to witness this to be a bqgﬁfidef/’/ ‘
‘ophecy. Boaz called witnesses for his transaction (Ruth 4:2, 10, 11).
'1ah may be the same man mentioned in II Kings 16:10, 11, 15, 16.
\8 this Zechariah the father-in-law of Ahaz? (II Kings 18:2)

3. "And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived and bare a
m. Then sald Jehovah unto me, Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-bagz,"

Some Bible students consider this proohetess to be identical with
16 virgin of @hap, 7:14, whcm Isalah had married in the meantime as
.8-second wife., It has even been suggested that the two witnesses of
rse two might have borne testimony to the marriage of the prophet at
1at time. Besides the symbolical name being wfitten upon the great
lblet (vs. 1), it was now given to Isaiah's own son, Maher-shalal-hash-
'z, There was a sermon in the name of each of his sons.

4. "For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, E¥ father,
d My mother, The riches ol Damascus and Ehe spoil of Samarla, shall
' carried away before the king of Assyria,"

Here is given the meaning of the symbolical name. It not only
nounces the fact that the King of Assyria would spoil Damascus and
maria, but the date of it 1s measured by the growth of the child, as
. the case of Immanuel (7:16). 1In fact, the child of 7:16 and of 8:4,

cording to some interpreters, is one and the same child with two
mes, : '

Tiglath-pileser took Damascus, and plundered the land of Samaria in
eping with this prophecy.

5. "And Jehovah spake unto me yet again saying,"

A period of time may have intervened here. Compare 7:10.

6. "Forasmuch as this people have refused the waters of Shiloah that
Softly, and rejoice In Rezin and Remallah's som;™ —

Isalah 1:20; 5:24; 5:9, One interpretation is that "this people”

fers to Judah. Another that it refers to Israel. It probably includes

th Judah and Israel, both need the rebuke. Slloah, meaning a sending

waters, an aqueduct, is probably the same as Siloam, the pool at

rusalem, John 9:7, and the pool of Shelah (Neh. 5:155. ‘he house of

vid led by Ahaz had refused the help of Jehovah and had sought aid

om Assyria, in that sense despising the waters of Siloah. The Ten

ibes had not only revolted from the house of David at first, but had

lled itself with the &ing of Syria to overthrow Judah. This people

3n, both Judah and Israel, had despised the still flowing waters of

Loah which "present an image of the invisible ruling of God, which

8 not always appear sensibly to the eye."
7. "Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters

the River, strong and many, even the fIng of Assyria, and all his glory;
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d 1t shall come up over all its chamnels, and go over all its banks., "

In striking contrast to the softly flowing waters of Shiloah are
@ strong over-flowing waters of the Euphrates, the emblem of the
Syrian power. As a judgment upon Israel the Lord will cause Assyria
overflow upon Israel like the Euphrates overflows its banks. Israel

11 be submerged. For fulfilment of this prophecy see II Kings 17:3-
18:9-12,

8. "And it shall sweep onward into Judash; it shall overflow and pass

rough; It shall reach even to the neok; and the stretching out of 1its
ngs shall ITIT the breadth of Thy Tend, U Immanuel." -

The Assyrian power will sweep on into Judsh and that land will be
most submierged too. "The prophet compares Jerusalem here to the head
the human body, As when the waters reach to the nec¥ of a man he is
Py near drowning, so here, the prophet intimates that the whole land
uld be deluged, and that it would be nearly utterly destroyed." (Kim-

i). Judah's deliverer is here addressed as Immanuel; See Is, 7:14
d Matt. 1:23.

Judah is Immanuel's land, the land to which He must come. It will
t be totally and finally overwhelmed since it has a Savior, God-with-
> who has all power in heaven and on earth. Matt. 28:18-20.

9. "Make an uproar, 0 ye peoples, and be broken in pieces; and give
L, all ye of far countries: glrd loarseIVEE, and be broken In pleces.

Following the direct address to Immanuel is a direct address to the
emies of Immanuel, in the form of an ironical command to them to go
in, their evil work, and be ruined. "Go on exasperating yourselves,
on equipping yourselves; nevertheless ye are about to fall in pleces. "7

10. "Take council together, and 1t shall be brought to nought;
oak the word and 1t shall not standj for God Is with us.”

Not only their evil work, but also their evil words shall come to
aght, because the Deliverer is Immanuel. 1Is. 7:7; Ps. 2:1-63 Ps, 33:
-12; Ps, 46:6-7; Rom. 8:31; Rev., 17:14. '

11. "For Jehovah spake thus to me with a strggg hand, and instructed
not to walk In the way of ER1s peoplé, Saylng.

Isaiah was under the compelling influence of the inspiration of Jehovah,
was Ezekiel (Ezek. 3:14). God thus warned him not to sin like his
>ple were doing. Ezek. 2:8. -

12. "Saz e not, A consplracy, concerning all whereof this people
5%; say, A c%ﬁspiracﬁ; neither‘%ear ye theilr fear, nor be 1n dread There-

A common understanding of "conspiracy" here is that it refers to the
lLlance between Syria and Ephraim against Judeh (7:2), and the force of
> admonition that the prophet not walk in the way of the people who be-

Delitzsch.
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ome frightened and panicky because of these enemies; as if the words
[ the admonition were, "Do not join in this panicky cry that there is

confederacy between Rezin and Peksh which threatens to ruin us. There
3 no cause for such alarm,"

Another view of the verse is that it 1s a warning against the pre-
11ling demand, led by Ahaz, for an alliance with the king of Assyria,

demand motivated by distrust in Jehovah and fear of the two kingdoms
» the north,

According to either of these views the heart of the command is

‘ear not man, and do not fear what the terrified people fear, namely
wthly danger." See I Pet., 3:14-15.

13. "Jehovah of hosts, him shall Je senctify; and let him be your
ar, and let him be your dread.”

Here is the positive side cf the command. Jehovah is to be recog-
zed as the Holy One of Israel. Stand in awe of Him as the object of
ur fear (Is. 29:23). Because loses and Aaron believed not in Jehovah

sanctify him in the eyes of the children of Israel at Meribah they
uld not bring Israel into Canaan. (Num. 20:12-13). That Moses lesrned
8 lesson here is evident in the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb,

Ve 15:3-4." "Who shall not fear, 0 Lord, and glorify thy name? for
ou only art holy."

14. "And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of

stumblin
d for a rock of offence to both the hﬁ%ses of Israel, for a gin and
r & snare to The Inhaebltants of Jerusalem,™ — - __

The idea of refuge is easily associated with the word sanctuary hers. .
S. 4:5-6; Ps. 25:5). "The temple is not only a place of shelter, but
So of grace, of blessing, of peace. Whoever sanctifies the Lord of
rds, him He encompasses like temple walls, He hides him in Himself

ile death and tribulation dwell wlthout, and He comforts, feeds, and
28ses him in his fellowship."8

Dr. Alexander says the Hebrew word her% %;anslated sSanctuary cor-
iponds almost exactly to the Greek word, T ylov, applied to Christ
Luke 1:35. -"The holy thing that is begotten shall be called the

1 of God;" and that in T Pet., 2:7 where this Isalah passage is ap-

led to Christ the Greek word, %) ?5Pﬂ s the preciousness, seems to
employed as an equivalent to the word here used, "Tq others he is
itone of stumbling, but to you who believe he is#LTva s Something pre-
ms, something honored, something looked upon as holy. The same ap-
.cation of the words is made by Paul in Rom. 9:33 -- The doctrine of

» text is, that even the most glorious exhibitions of God's holiness,

e O0f hls infinite perfection, may occasion the destruction of the
)eliever. "9

15. "And many shall stumble thereon, and fall, and be broken, and
Ssnared, and be taken."

Many, not all shall be destroyed, for a remnant will remain. The

Alexander. : -~



3¢ of five verbs here emphasizes the certainty of the destruction of
my. Compare Matt. 21:44 and John 6:66.

'16. "Bind thou up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.”

Compare Dan. 12:4,9,10. The Chaldee translation of this verse 1s,
) prophet, peeserve the testimony, lest ye testify to those who will not
)ey; seal and hide the law, because they will not learn it." I Cor.
114, "The act described is not that of literally binding and sealing
> & material record, but that of spiritually closing and depositing the
velatlon of God's will in the hearts of these who were able and willing.
) recelve ifb with allusion at the same time to its concealment from
.1 others.," The literal interpretation which is the basis for this
Yiritual one 1s that the prophet was commended to take the volume or
111 of teaching he had just received,. bind it up and secure it for
\fe-keeping by the true followers of Jehovah, '

17. "And I will wait for Jehovah, that hideth his face from the house
. Jacob, and T wiII Took Tor him,"

See Is, 54:8; 59:2; 64:7. Jehovah hiding his face means the with-
awing of his favor. Here there may be s ome connection with the with-
lding divine illumination suggested in verse 16.

The verbs "wait" and "look for" express the attitude of confident
pe and expectation, trust,

18. "Behold, I and the children whom Jehovah hath given me are for

55% and Tor wonders In Israel from Jehovah of hosts, who dwelleth In
unt Zion," -

egt—

There are two lnterpretations of this verse. One considers it the
rsonal words of the prophet Isaiah in which he speaks of his family
ven him of Jehovah for a gracious purpose, his own name (Jehovah saves):
d those of his two sons having each a sermon in it. Since in Hebrews
¥3 the first part of the verse is put in the mouth of Christ, the pro-
et is here the type of the Messiah. "Isaiah and his children are
gures and emblems of the redemption whigh is making way for itself
rough judgment -- bhe spirit of Jesus was in Isaiah -~ the spirit of
Sus which in this holy family, bound together by bands of the shadow

1nted“to the New Testament community, bound together by bands of sub-
ance.

The other interpretation considers the speaker of this verse, also
the two preceding verses to be the Messish himself, and the children
1tioned the spiritual children of the Messiah, according to Is. 53:10.

In either case Heb., 2:13 stamps the verse with a clear Messianic
PCee.

19. "And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have
niliar spirits, and unto the w%zaras, that chirp and that mutter: should

;_a people seek unto theiF God? on behalf of the living should they
)k unto the deadtr” - —

» Delitzsch.
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'

! Instead of puttihg confidence in Jehovah such as is expressed in
!verses 17 and 18 there would be those people, influenced by the sinful
[Buperstitious practices of the heathen around them,to -advise God's
‘people to enquire regarding the future from necgfmancers and wizards.
‘S8uch practices had been clearly forbidden in the law of Moses (Deut.
j18:9-14). Such a great sin was committed by Ring Saul when he enquired
-from the witch of Endor (I Sam. 28:8-11; I Chron. 10:13-14). Such also
was a great sin of fing Manasseh (II Chron. 33:6), and a sin that was
‘but down in the reforms of &ing Josish (II Kings 23:24).

;
| This verse gives the reply to be madé to the invitation to partici-
‘pate in such evil. Jehovah is the God of Israel, the only true and
1iving God and his people are to seek Him, not senseless idols and the
dead. See II Kings 1:1-4,

3 20. "To the law and to the testimony! if they speak not according
&g this word, surely Theére is no moTning for them."

; The law and the testimony (vs. 16) is "the divine revelation, con-
sidered as a system of belief and as a rule of duty." See Luke 16:29;
John 5:39, 46, 47; IL Tim. 3:15-17. "And we have the word of prophecy
sade more sure; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp
$hining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in
Jour hearts, (IT Pet. 1:19)." There will be no dawn to the dark night

)f sin for those who speak not according to the revealed word of God.
?s. 119:130; Prov. 4:18; Mal., 4:2,

. 21. "And they shall pass throush it sore distressed and hungry;
wnd 1t shall come tO pass that, when they SBALL Bé‘hnnggy?'ﬁhéi’EﬁEll
Q o

et themselves, and curSe Dy thelr king and by thelr God, and turn
thelr Taces upward.” o ‘

f This pictures the judgment to fall upon those who are without a

awn, wandering through the land in misery and hunger, raging and cursing,
pinly looking for help. Compare Zeph. 1l:5-6.

[ 22. "and the
arkness, the

FIven awag .

( Whether they look above or below they see only distress, darkness,
loom, anguish. Compare 5:24, 30 and contrast 9:1. The chapter closes
ith the prediction that the wicked shall be driven away Into thick

kness, similar to the words of Jesus, Matt. 8:12. Such is the terrible
;ie of these who reject Jehovah as God and King.

J shall look unto the earth, and, behold, distress and
gIoom.gz anguish; and unto thick darkness they shall be

|

9:1. "But there shall be no gloom to her that was in anguish. In

e former time he brought Into confempt the land of Zebulun and the lLand
: aphtali; but iIn the latter time hath he made it glorious, by the way
¢ the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.”

[

\

Here is a most striking contrast to the close of chapter eight.
Fkness and gloom will not continue forever, The land of deep darkness
11 see a great light. Reasons for Zebulun and Naphtali being in con-
mpt formerly may have been their remote frontier position, and their
jposure to heathen influence and inroads. Benhadad h:d invaded the

)gion 200 years before the time of Isaiah, (I Kings 15:19-20) then Tig-
i

{



ith-pilleser's invasion was in Isaiah's time (II Kings 15:29). Indica-
lons of contempt for Galilee are seen in the New Testament. John 1:46;
152; Matt. 26:69. Instead of being a land of contempt this region will

> made glorious.  How thls predicticn was fulfilled is recorded in
abt. 4:12-17.

2. "The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light;

w0yfthat dwelt In the land oF the shadow of death, Upon Them hath The
-.gnt shinmed." - —

The prophetic perfect of the verbs in this passage emphasize the
'rtainty of the fulfilment of this provhecy, which like that of the
‘evious verse,is fulfilled according to Matt. 4:12-17, Spiritual
indiess is dispelled through the coming of Christ, the light of the
rld. John 8:12; 12:46. In scripture light is not only used as an
lblem of knowledge and illumination, but also of salvation or deliver-
Cee

3. "Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased their joys
iey_Jjoy before thee according to The Joy in harvest, as men rejolce
.on they divide the spoil." - :

The prophet here suddenly addresses Jehovah. Another blessing
retold is the increase in the people and of their joy. This may refer
the increase of the true Israel of God in the times of the Messiah

d the joy attending such increase. See Isaiah 35:2, 10; Acts 8:8j
Pet. 1:8. This joy is compared to that of two Joyous times, the har-
st season (Ps. 136:5-6), and the time of division of the spoil (Ps.
9:162). Alexander sugégsts that there is probably an allusion to

1s verse in the announcement of the angel to the shepherd of the

rth of Jesus, "Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which
all be to a2ll the people." (Luke 2:10)

4, "For the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the
d of his oppressor, Thol hast broken as In the day of WidIlam,"

Added to the other blessings promised is that of freedom from
pression. It 1s compared to the deliverance such as God gave to
rael from the dominion of Midian when Gldeon was glven the victory
udges 7). This prophecy may point to the temporal deliverance given
dah when by the supernatural power of God Sennacherib's army was
stroyed, but probably refers in particular to the glorious spiritual
liverance from the yoke of Satan and sin received by the converts to

ristianity in Galllee and all the true Israel of God. See Luke 4:18
1 Gal. 5:1..

5. "For all the armor of the armed man in the tumult, and the gar-
ats rollsd In"blood, shall be for burning, for fuel of fire."

Following the victory over the enemies there will come peace, as
3 already been prophesied in chapter 2:4. The very equipments of war
11 be entirely burnt up. They will not be needed any more. "He maketh
rs to cease unto the end of the earth -- He burneth the cheriots in the
re (Ps., 46:9). Dr. Alexander points out that an zllusion to this prom-




i@ of universal peace and 1lts final consumation may be found in the
'‘alses of the heavenly host as they celebrated the Savior's birth,

ying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men in
om he is well pleased." (Luke 2:14).

6. "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the
vernment Shall be upon his shoulder: and Rls name Shall be called Won-
riul, Counsellor, HIghty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."

Here is one of the greatest texts of prophecy, telling of the per-

n and government of the Messiah, He comes into the world as a child,
€ chiid Immanuel of 7:14, a shoot of the stock of Jesse of 11:1, and
ot out of a dry ground of 53:2, a Savior of Luke 2:11. This child is
© son of John 3:16, and Rom. 8:32, and I John 4:10. He is a gift, a
ft of grace, not to angels, but to sinful men, unto us. The burden
 the government shall be upon him. Is, 22:22; Ps, 2:6-12; Ps. 110:1-4;
ch. 6:12-13; 9:9-10; Matt., 28:18; I Cor. 15:25; Rev. 19:16. He is
rs, He 1s our King. He is our divine King. His name in the last of
is verse_ 'may fairly be considered an oxpansion of the single name
manuel. "2 (1) Wonderful - Note that this is the name of the angel
Jehovah who appeared to lManoah. (Judges 13:17-19; Ex. 15:11; Ps.
8:23). Jesus was wonderful in his supernatural birth, sinless life,
bstitutionary death, glorious resurrection. (2) Counsellor - Is. 28:

3 Lug 21:15; Col. 2:3. (3) Yhe Yighty God - As truly God he has divine
wer and strength. John 1:1-3; Tit. 2:13. (4) The everlasting Father -
e 1s Strong God, as the man in whom God exhibits Himself, and he uses

8 divine strength in a philanthropic gentle manner forever for the

od of his people."l3 See Heb., 2:13-14. (Sl Prince of Peace - "But

e goal and fruit of his dominion is peace."l4 "and this man shall be

r peace" (Micah 5:5a). <The root of the word "shalom" (peace) sig-

fies "completion, or filling full of all hopes and ideals." TLuke 2%

s John 14:27; Eph, 2:14-18; Col. 1:20.

7. "0f the increase of his government and of peace there shall be
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, %o establish 1t,

i to UPEOIdnif with justice and with righteousness from hencerorth
en forever. . '

The principality of the Prince of Peace will have (1) progress, in-
case, Ps. 2:8; 72:8-11; Dan. 2:44; (2) peace (see notes on verses 5 and
3 (3) perpetuity, Dan. 7:14, 27; Luke 1:33; (4) it will be the fulfil-
nt of the promise to David, II Sam. 7:16; Ps, 89:35-37; Jer. 33:15-

; Iuke 1:32; (5) it will be founded and upheld upon the principles of
Stlce and righteeousness, Ps. 72:1-3; (6) and its performance is guar-
teed by the zeal of Jehoveh of hosts, that is, "the jealous love of

1 for his people." (Zech. 1:14)

Two Kings Contrasted:

1. Ahaz, a worshipper of idols, II Chron. 28:1-4.

1. Immanuel, the object of worship - God with us.

2. Ahaz, a Record of Iniquity and Ruin, II Kings 16:10-18; II
Chrono 28:22-25; ISQ 9:12.

» Davidson.
» Delitzsch.,
» Ibid.
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3.
do
4.

4.

Immanuel, Wonderful, Cbunsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace, Is. 9:6,

Ahaz, a subject king, II Kings 16:759; II Chron. 28:20-21.
Immanuel, All authority, Is. 9:6; Matt. 28:18.

The #ffect of the Reign of Ahaz, Judsh brought low, II
Chron. 28:19,

The Effect of the Reign of Immanuel, Peace on BEarth, Is. 9:7.
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Chaps. 9:8-10:4. God's Hand Stretched Out Against Israel.

!
!
’
!

.
)
!

Here is a Doom Song artistically arranged in four verses, each one
telosing with the key-note refrain, "For all this his anger is not turned
jaway, but his hand is stretched out still." The message of the song is
‘directed primarily to Ephraim, the Northern kingdom, but is applicable
ito all the nations that forget God. Just as in the book of Revelation
before the pouring out of the seven bowls of the wrath of God there is
‘the vision of the victors who sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, so
in Isaiah before this threnody of sin and judgment to come 1s the glor-
‘lous prophecy of the birth and relgn of the Prince of Peace. Coming back
‘to his own time the prophet bears the message of the Lord to Israel of

;his own day. The first verse, after a preface, points out the sins of
pride and self-confidence, and the consequent jud

§ment of God in the form
of invasion by their adversaries who will devour Israel. (8-12). The
second verse tellsaf impenitence, failure to seek Jehovah, profanity,

%vil doing, folly. The result will be the cutting off of all classes of
people, particularly the civil and religious leaders, and the withdrawal
Ef God's compassion (13-17). The third verse pictures sin burning,

Ahe wrath of God burning, discord among breth¢ren, mutual animosities.

¢18-21). ‘he fourth stanza pronounces woe upon injustice and oppression,
the consequence of such sins being captivity, death. ‘

k4

-

8. "The Lord sent a word ynto Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel." j\

14
J
! This message from God is directed particularly to the Northern king-
)

om, upon which doom had already been pronounced in €hapters 7:7-9 and EA
;’4"8. . ) . B

.
14

9. "And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant$

E{ Semaria, that say In pride and In stoutness of heart,"
; .

The Chaldee version is, "A11 the people have exalted themselves,
jphraim, and the inhabitants of Samaria, in their magnitude, and in the

iride of their heart." Pride is a root sin that brings destruction. 1Is.
B:l-3; Prov. 16:18; Mal. 4:1; I Pet. 5:5.

' 10. "The bricks are fallen, but we w:11l build with hewn stdne; the
geomores are cut down, but we will put cedars in thelr place."

{ "The sycomore is a tree which only flourishes in the plain and there
he most wretched dwellings are still built in the Rresent day of bricks
ried in the sun, and of knotty beams of sycomore."l "Bricks and syco-
tres are proverbial expressions for that which is inferior and cedars

74 hewn stone for that which 1s superior."? Hence the force of this

srse 1s to show the pride and self-confidence of Ephraim in defying the
idgments of God.

1l. "Therefore Jehovah will set up on higa against him the adver-
iries of Fezlin, and wIll stIr up his enemies.

The adversaries of Rezin seem to refer to the Assyrians (II Kings
159) whom Jehovah used as his instruments to inflict Ephraim (Is. 8:4-7).
l : ) _

: Rosen, quoted by Delitzsch.
' Alexander.

%
|
!
{
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/ 12, "The Syrians before, and the Philistines behind; and they shall
‘devour Israel with open mouth.” For all this his anger 1s not turned
;awazg_but hls hand s stretched out SEILlI."

I
’
{

One supposition is that the Syrlians and Philistines referred to in
jthls verse formed a part of the Assyrian army. Another is that after the
[death of Rezin, Syria ceased being an ally of Israel and became its foe .
1Another that the vision wldens here to include Judsh which was invaded
by the Philistines in the time of Ahaz (II Chron. 28:16-19). Enemies
from different directions shall devour Israel with open mouth, like a
ravenous beast, and even this will not be all of Yod's judgment upon
;srael. -(Chap. 5:25; 9:17, 21; 10:4). Deut. 31:17.

3 13. "Yet the people have not turned unto him that smote them, neither
have they Sought Jehovah of hosts.™

i

. They failed to repen{ (Jer. 5:3, Hos. 7:10) and to seek Jehovah.
’To seek God, in the idiom of Scripture, i1s to pray to him (Is. 55:6),
5o consult him (Is. 8:19), to resort to him for help (Is. 31:l), to

pold communion with him (Amos 5:4-5), Hence it is some times deserip-
¢lve of a godly life in general (Ps. 14:2). So here it incZudes re-
Jentance, conversion, and new obedience."3

, 14, "Therefore Jehoveh will cut off from Israel head and tail, palm-
ranch and rush, In one day."
I p———— ——

14

i - These are common proverbial expressions to denote.the different
‘anks

.or classes of people, the high and the low, and are explained in
Ez next verse.

The palm-branch grows.at a great height on the tree.
rush is a coarse reed of the marsh.

f 15. "The elder and the honorable man, he 1ls the head; and the prophet
hat teacheth IIes, he iS the tall." — . —

’

/ The elder and the honorable man,

o the head and the palm-branch; the false prophet to the tail and the
ash. Is. 332-3;Jder. 14:14-15; Matt. 7:15; II Pet. 2:1-3; Kev. 19:20.
i

! 16. "For they that lead thls people cause them to err; and they that
re led of them are destroyed.™ - .

| Note chapter 3:12. "And if the blind guide the blind, both shall
all into a pit." (Matt. 15:14b)

the wicked ruler may be compared

i 17. "Therefore the Lord will not rejoice over their young men, nei-

ler will he have compassion on thelr fatheriess and widows; for ever

1@ 1s profene and an evil doer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For

I This his anger Is not turned away, but his Hend 1s stretched out still."

| This shows the extent of God's
ight from the young men,

Judgment in His wilthdrawing his de-

the main strength of the nation, and from the
«dows and orphans, ordinarily the special objects of His care. Even

ils does not end His. judgment. (Chap. 5:25; 9:12, 21: 10:4).

%Alexander.

f
|
i
!
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)
’
)
i
/
|

18. "For wickedness burneth as the fire; it devoureth the briers

land thorns; vea, 1t kindleth In the Thickets of the forest, and they
roll upward in a column of sSmoke,"
!

——— —y  CE—————tms e

; "Thorns and briers are often used as emblems of the wicked (Mic.
7:4, Nah, 1:10; II Sam, 23:6), and their burning as a figure for the
punishment of sinners (Is. 33$12; Ps, 118:12; II Sam. 23:7), especially
by means of foreign enemies (Is. 10:17; 32:13)."4

}

! 19. "Through the wrath of Jehovah of hosts is the land burnt up;
bnd the people are &s The fuel Of Iire: no man Spareth his brother

i

‘ Commonly in Seripture the anger of Jehovah against sin and the punish-
sent of sinners is represented by fire, Num, 11:1-3; Ps. 89:46; Is,
30:33; Heb. 10:27. "Burnt up" in the R.V. Margin is "darkened", the

}dea appearing to be that what is burnt up becomes darkened., Jer. 13:16.

; 20. "And one shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he
Ea%I

jhall eat on the leIt hand, and” they s hot be satisTied: they shall
;at every man the flesh of his own arm." -

!

Not onty is judgment presented as a destructive conflagration, but

ASo as a horrible devouring of one's own flesh and the flesh of others,
n maddening, unsatisfied hunger, cruelty and strife.
{

' 21. "Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh; and together shall
E ainst Judah. For all this his

2 anger 1s not turned away, but his
and Is stretched out sTITl.™ —

)

This verse 1llustrates the previous one. Although Manasseh and
bhraim were most closely related as sons of Joseph they had mutual
mity and strife from the time of the Judges (Judges 8:1-3; 12:1-6).
wever, they were brought together in their common hatred of their
;mon relative Judah. See II Chron. 28:6-8; Gal. 5:15.

!

The closing refrain is the same as in 5:25; 9:12; 9:17; 10:4.

10:1. "Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and to the
iters that wrife perverseness, ™

|
}
j
j Compare Ps., 94:20-21.

For 1llustrations of this sin see Jezebel's plot to secure Naboth's
neyard (I Kings 21), the procuring by Haman of a decree for the des-
uction of the Jews (Esther 3), the plot of the presidents and satraps

ainst Daniel (Dan. 6). Uoe falls on both the superiors who decree
A the inferiors who promote them., 4¢*%

tice, and to rob the poor,of
may be their spoil, and that they may make the

| 2. "To turn aside the needy from jus
ir right, that widows

erless thelr prqz."
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/ The effect of injustice and oppression

particularly 1s that the needy
 and poor are denied justice and their right,

and widows and orphans mer-
cilessly treated. See Chap. 1:23 and Mal. 3:5.

i

: 3. "And what will ye do in the da of visitation, and in the deso-
' lation whIch Shall come Trom Tar? to who
{
|
i

m wILL yo Flee For Holp? end

where will ye leave your gloryy

"According to the usage of the Old Testament the day of visitation
'1s a time when God manifests his presence speclally, whether in mercy or
jin wrath, but most frequently the latter."® Here it is his manifesta-
tion in wrath. These three rhetorical questions imply that in this
{judgment there will be nothing to do to escape its calamities, no one
ito whom they can flee for refuge, no place of .safety to deposit their
,glory, which probably mesns wealth in this verse (Gen. 31:1). The
?Judgment coming from far suggests a foreign invasion., See Is. 5:26.
i

) 4. "They shall only bow down under the prisoners,. and shall fall
under the slain. For all this hls anger 1S not turmned away, but his
fand is stretched out SEILL." . —

(

1 The first part of the verse seems to point to captivity and death,
the second part repsats the refrain of this doom song. (9:12, 17, 21)

for the subject of the fulfilment of the wrath of God See Rev. €hapters
}6 and 17,
f

goctrinal and Practical.
P

/ "Every sin deserveth God's wrath and curse both in this life and that

}hich is to come. That we may escape the wrath and curse of God due to
i8 from sin God requireth of us faith in Jesus Chrs t, repentance unto

t1fe, with the diligent use of all the means whereby Christ communica-
oth to us the benefits of redemption."6 :

4

! Thank God we have revealed from heaven not only the wrath of God,

4t In the Gospel of his Seon there is also revealed a righteousness from
alth unto faith, so that the believer becomes acceptable before God,
wstified, sanctified, glorified.

f

e e e e e e e e e e
g Alexander. _

» Shorter Catijlechism, 8§-%4
1 .
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1aps. 10:5-12:6. The Kingdom of the World and the Kingdom of our Lord.

The first part of this section sets forth Assyria the instrument
 God's wrath, as a boastful world-kingdom which in turn will be pun-
thed with & terrible doom, this being the answer of Jehovah to the
*rogance of Assyria (vss. 5-19). In contrast to this there will be
le alleglance of the remnant who because of God's grace will put their
ust 1n Jehovah rather than leaning upon the arm of flesh (vs. 20-23).
le prophecy continues with the assurance that the anger of Jehovah will
}» directed against the Assyrian invaders to their destruction (vs. 24-27),
lelr approach to attack Jerusalem being vividly pictured in verses 28-
e The annihilation of this imperial world-kingdom is finally por-

‘ayed under the figuré of the destruction of the forests of Lebanon,
rses 33-34. >

In striking contrast to the fate of the kingdom of the world there
' glven in €hap. 11 a view of the ascendency of the kingdom of God through
8 Anointed One. He is a shoot of the stock of Jesse, house of David
's. 1). The Seven Spirits of God are upon Him (2-3). The standards
ich he, the sinless one, will exemplify in his govermment are perfect
i=5) o The state of hls kingdom wlll be that of peace and prevalence of
© knowledge of Jehovah (5-9). His successful sway will be further
own in His drawing unto him the nations, His assembling the outcasts

' 1sr?el, and His "restraining and conquering all His and our enemies.”
.0-16 .

Such a glorious view of the triumphant Christ and of His triumphant

urch is appropriately followed by the Song of Thanksgiving with its
o stanzas 1n €hap. 12.

Summing up in the words of Delitzsch, "Assyria proud of its own
wer, after having served for a time as a rod of the wrath of Jehovah,
self now falls under the power of that wrath; its attack upon Jeru-
lem becomes 1ts overthrow, and on the ruins of this imperial kingdom

the world, there rises up the kingdom of the great and righteous son
David, who rules in peace over his redeemed people and over the
ople who rejolce in him, *his is the counterpart of the redemption
om Egypt, and cne rich in material for songs of praise, like that
ich happened on the other side of the Red. Hea."

Chap. 10:5. "Ho Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, the staff in
ose hand is mine IndTgnation!"

See Is, 7:14; 8:4; Jer, 51 :20-24., Assyria is to be the instrument
God!'s hands for inflicting Israel.

6. "I will send him against a profane nation, and against the people
my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoll, and to take the
ey, and to tread them down like %Ire of the streets.”

"The king's heart 1s in the nuud of cehovah as the watercourses:
turneth 1t whithersoever he will." (Prov. 21:1) The profane nation,
o people of Jehovah's wrath may have a special reference to Judah but
t so limited. God will send the Assyrian king literally to "spoil spoil"
i to "prey prey" and "to make them a treading down."

53@




- 7. "Howbelt he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so ;
but 1t 1s Tn bis heart to destroy, and to cut off nations not a few.

, .The Assyrian 1s unconscious of the fact that he is the instrument
'in executing God's will, On the other hand he has his heart set only on
(ambltlous conquering of nations., This principle of the providence of

' God overruling the designs of evil men is typically illustrated in the
jcase of Joseph's brethgren (Gen., 50:20), and of those who crucified
1Christ, Acts 2:23,24. See also Ps. 76:10 and Micah 4:11-12,
'i .

, 8. "For he saith, 4re not my princes all of them kings?"

} From this verse through verse 11 is the first arrogant speech of-
athe Assyrian. Compare Chap. 36:18-20 and 37:10-13.
i
j

Many higher officers under the Assyrian kiné were like kings in the

;size and splendor of their dominion and some were subjugated kings,
fII Kings 25:28), "King of Kings" was a title given the Oriental Monarch
(Ezek. 26:7; Dan. 2:37). Contrast Rev. 17:14.

J
’

9. "Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Sam-
aria as Damascus?" -

-

i In the previous verse he boasts of his princes, in this verse of
nls cities conquered, not one of which was able to resist the Assyrian

power., Dummelow says of these citles, "The places named were all cap-

Eured by the Assyrians under Tiglath-plileser, Shalmaneser, or Sargon;
Jalno (a Ghaldean city, cp. Yen., 10:10) in 738 B.C., Carchemish (on the
Jo bank of the Euphrates) in 717; Hamath (on the Orontes, in the early
‘imes of Hivite capital) in 720; Arpad (near Hamath, with which it is

}lways coupled in 0.T.) in 740; Samaria (capital of Israel) in 722;
lamascus (capital of Syria) in 732."

!

10, 11, "As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, whose

‘raven images dTd excel them of Jerusalom and of Samarla; shall T not
% é‘ﬁave done unto Samaria and her ldols, so do to Jerusslem and her
doIsT™ - = =

1,

f
i From boasting of his princes and his cities he now boasts of his
aking of idol-kingdoms and includes Samaria and Jerusalem.
Kings 18:33-35; 19:12,13,17-19; II Chron. 32:12-16, 19,

ent is that since he had conguered kingdoms with more or greater idols
han those of Jerusalem and Samaria, should he not, as he had done unto
Fmaria and her idols, a city with the same delty as Jerusalem, also

g unto Jerusalem and her idols? "The prophet has now characterized
syria's sin., It is ambitious self-exaltation above Jehovah, carried

7jen to blasphemyf and yet he 1s only Jehovah's rod, which it was in
ls power to use,"l

Compare
His argu-

! 12. "Wherefore it shall come to pass, that, when the Lord hath per-
yrmed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Je;usalem; T will punIsE

26 frult of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory ‘of

[s hIgh 1ooks," -
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God here foretells through the prophet that when he has performed
is work upon his people in Jerusalem, by means oﬁfﬁésyrian, a work which
n wrath mercy is remembered, a work of chastisement and purification
Is. 10:5-6; II Kings 19:31; I Peter 4:17), He will "visit upon the frult
f the greatness of the heart" of the king of Assyria, and "the glory
f the 1ifting up of his eyes.” "The eng of the work of punishment
asses into the judgment upon the instrument of punishment, and there-
ore into the deliverance of Jerusalem from extreme distress. The fruit
ia is his vain glorious blaspheming

£ Jehovah -- glory is the Self-glorification which expresses itself
0 the lofty look of his eyes,"2 See Is, 31:5-9; 37:36-38,

13. "For he hath said, By the strength of my hand I have done it,
ad 31 m_@ wisdom; Tor T have understanding; and I have removed the
ounds of The peoples,  end Kave robbsd th

oT eir treasures, and Illke &
aliant man I hAve brought down them That STt on thrones," -

Here are'added reasons for the punishment of the Assyrian king. He
asted of his strength and wisdom, and that he had broken down national

Lstinctions incorporating in g single empire, plundered their possessions,
1\d disposed men at his pleasure. See Heb, 2:6-11,

14. "And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the peoples;
\d as one gathered eges that are IoFsaken, have I gathered

rth; and there was none That moved the wing, or opened the mOULH
‘chirped.™ - - —

This figure represents the Assyrian king as boasting of the ease
‘th which he rifled and plundered all the nations, their utter help- .
'ssness before himj; and thelr lack of resistance or opposition, Thus
'oudly does Assyria look back upon his course of victory, and thus
ntemptuously does he look down upon the subdued kingdoms. 'S

15. "Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith?
all the saw magnlfy 1tSelf against him Ehat wieldsth It s a ro

11 a rod
ould wield them Bhat IF¥ £ it Up, or as IT & staff should ITiT up Kim

at is not wood." - T ==

The prophet shows the apsurdity of the Assyrian!s self-exaltation.
1le he is in a sense doing as he bPleases at the same time God is over-
ling his actions for the accomplishment of His purposes. The Assyrian

as a tool in the hand of a workman. An o0ld rendition of this verse
"Shall the axe boast against him who uses it, saying I have cut (wood);
the saw boast against him who moves it, saying, I have sawed? When

@ rod 1s raised to smite, it is not the rod that smites, but he who
ites with it." See Jer. 51:20 and Rom. 9:20-21.

16. “Therefore will the Lord, Jehovsh of hosts, send among his fat

98 leanness; and under h%s glory there shall be kindIled a burning Ilke
3 burning of Tire."

The manifestation of Jehovah's punitive power upon the Assyrians is
Jressed tinder the figures of disease and fire, the former reducing the
~ength (Ps. 106:15), and the latter destroying suddenly and completely.
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)Is. 3737, 29,363 30:30-33; Acts 12:23.

i

x 17. "And the light of +srael will be for a fire, and his Holy One

for a flame; and it will burn and devour his thorns and Nis briers in
]one day." —

" Jehoveh, the Holy One of Israel is light (Ps, 27:1; Is. 60:19; I
i[John 1:5). Light is "the symbol and expression of holiness." "Our God
1is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:29). The sin of Assyria stirs up this
ifire of God's wrath, and the host of Assyria is as thorns and briers
‘before the flames of His righteous judgment. Is. 9:18; 30:33; 37:36.

f '18. "And he will consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruit-
ful fieldf both soul and body: and 1t shall be as when & stendard-bearer
Falnteth." - - = -

! The Assyrian armj In all its glory 1s like a forest and a fruitful
ﬁield, yet Jehovah will consume i1t in its entirety. Sennacherib boasted
that he would cut down the choice trees of Lebanon and enter the frult-

ful field of Palestine (II Kings 19:23) but because of his raging and
4rrogaency he in turn was punished (II Kings 19:28).
i

; "As when a standard-bearer fainteth" in?ﬁhe R.V. Margin is "as when
1 slck man pineth away," the force of the expression being "the dying

jut in the consuming fire of fever." Thus interpreted there is a return
bo the figure of disease in verse 16.

' 19. "And the remnant of the trees of his forest shall be few, so
hat a child myy write them." -

p From the scene of the sick man pining away we are led back to the
&rest destroyed by fire, where only a few lsolated trees are left here
nd there, so few that a child can count them and write down the number,

his 1s a picture of what actually happened to the host of Assyria when
t attacked Jerusalem. Is. 37:36.

4

r 20.:"And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant, and
hey that are escaped of the house of Jacob shall no more again lean

pon him that smote them, but shall lean upon Jehovah, the HOly Ome of
srael, in truth.”

E In contrast to the remnant of the Assyrian power of verse 19 the .
Eophet now turns to a favorite theme of his, the remnant of lIsrael who

all return to Jehovah, the escaped who shall lean no more on the arm
flesh as did Ahaz (II Kings 16:7; II Chron. 28:20) but in sincerity,
ithout hypocrisy upon the Holy One of Israel. Is. 1:9; 4:2-3; 6:13;
W3 11:11,163 37:31-32; Hos. i&:s; Rom. 9:27-29,
j The word remnant "has a speclal significance in the prophecieswof
salah, as denoting 'a holy seed!', or spiritusl kernel, of the nation
iich should survive impending judgment and become the germ of the peo-
ie of God, being blessed of God and made a blessing."4

| 21. "a romnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the
hty God, -
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This is the prophecy stated in the name Shear=-jashub (7:3), and
. name 'mighty Gal' ds found in 9:6. As verse 20 suggests the faith
~ the remnant (leaning upon Jehovah), this verse suggests the repentance
' the remnant (returning unto Jehovah). Is, 55:7; Acts 26:20.

22, "For though thy people, Israel, be ‘as the sand of the sea, only
remnant of them shall return: a destruction is determined, overflow-
g with rIghteousness." -

While the precedding verses (20-21) emphasize faith and re pentance
th respect to the remnant, this verse emphasizes election and fore-
dination., Uut of the great multitude of Israel only the remnant shall
turn, according to the election of grace (Rom. 9:27; 11:5).

"With regard to the mass, extermination is irrevocably decided; an
termination which is overflowed by righteousness, or better, which
ows along, that 1s, flowing brings along righteousness, and therefore
mes like a swelling billow of divine riihteousness, that 1s, penal
stice." 1Isaiah 6:11; 8:8; ‘‘om, 9:28; Acts 17:31.

23, "For a full end, and that determined, will the Lord, Jehovah of
sts, make In"the midst of the earth.” -

. Paul in Hom, 9:28 follows in the main the translation of this verse
the Septuagint. "For the Lord will execute his word upon the earth,
nishing 1t and cutting it short." Alexander points out that "this
rse and the one before it are quoted by Paul (Rom. 9:27-28) to show that
e Jews, as such, were not the heirs of the promise, which was intended
r the remnant according to the election of grace."

24. "Therefore thus saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, 0 ﬁg people
at dwellest In ZIon, be not afraid of the &ssyrian, though he smlite
o6 with the rod, and TIft up his staff against thee, alter The manner

_Egpfo 1l

Turning from the subject of the remnant of lsrael back to the main
bject of the rod of God's wrath, namely, the Assyrian power, Jehovah
om this verse on speaks words of comfort to his people, dwellers of
on. He exhorts them not to be afraid, assuring them that the invasion
the enemy willl be frustrated. The implication of this verse is that
e Assyrian might smite the people of Zion like Pharoah did Israel in
ypt. Yet thelr fathers in Egypt were delivered by the power of Jehovah,
their hope of deliverance from Assyria is through Jehovah of hosts.
o 54:4; 37:33-35.

25. "For yet a very little while, and the indignation against thee
all be accomplished, end mine anger shall be directed to his destruction."

That the indignation against Israel expressing itself in chastise-
at 1s only for a short time, accomplishing its purpose of correction
1 purification, seems to be the force of the first part of the verse.
S. 54:7) At the same time his anger against Assyria will culminate
1ts destruction. Is. 14:24-25; 30:30-334 31:4-9; 37:36=38.

Delitzsch.



26. "And Johovah of hosts will stir up against him a scourge. as
n the slaughter of WMidlan at the rock of Ureb: and his FoH‘WII%'Bd—'

ver the sea, and he will 1Ift 1t up affer the manner of Egypt."

How signally and totally Jehovah will destroy the Assyrian power
Is, 37:36-38) is compared first to the menifestation of his power
gainst liidian (Is. 9:4; Judges 7:25) in the time of Gideon, and secondly
0 a similar manifestation of His power in the destruction of Pherosh's
rmyg in the time of Moses (Ex. 14:16; 14:25-27). Contrast the rod of
ssyria (vs. 24) smiting lsrael after the manner of Pharoah in Egypt,
ith the rod of Jehovah in verse 26 to be directed to the destruction
f Assyria as his rod was used to the destruction of the Egyptians.

27. "and 1t shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall
epart from off thy shoulder, aud .S yoie irom oIT Thy neck, and the
oke shall be destroyed by reason of fatnesg." ’

The Assyrian oppression shall cease. Is. 9:4; 14:25. “‘here may
e a reference here to the tribute Hezekiah had %o pay Sennacherib (II
ings 18:13-14). 1Interpretations of the last part of this verse are
any. One is that "Judah is compared to a bullock which grows so fat
nd strong that a yoke can no longer be imposed uvon it." Another is
nat, the force of the last word is not "fatness", but "oil" suggestive
[ anointing, and that deliverance from oppressicn shall come "because
f the anointed king of David's house to which God has promised a last-
1g kingdom."6 Ps, 20:6; Ps. 89:20-23., The primary meaning of the verse
3 clear, a prophecy of freedom from the bondage of Assyria.

28-32. Approach of Assyrians to attack Jerusalem.

28, "He is come to ailath, he is_passed through Migron; at Michmash
> layeth up his baggdge;" - = .

Verses 28-32 are "a prophetical description of the march of Sen-
acherib's army approaching Jerusalem in order to invest it, and of the
)rror and confusion spreading and increasing through the several places
3 he advanced; expressed with great brevity, but finely diversified.
Lath, or Ai, was situated a little east of Bethel about twelve miles
rth of Jerusalem; Michmash about three miles nearer, where there was
narrow pass between two sharp hills; Geba and Ramah about three miles
)re to the south; Gibeah a mile and a half more southward; Anathoth
Lthin three miles of Jerusalem; to the westward of which, towards Lydda,
18 Nob, from which placé Senndcherib might have a prospect of Zion,
1d near which, 1t would appear, his army was destroyed."™ Aiath, was
obably the ancient Al (Josh. 7:2) in Benjamite territory, from which
>int the land to the south to be conquered cculd be seen, Migrone I
m, 14:2; Michmash - I Sam. 13:2,5,

20. "They are gone over the pass; they have teken up their lodging
; Geba; Ramag Erem%Iefh; Gibeah of Saul Is Tled.™

The pass of Michmash is mentioned in I Sam. 13:23. Compare I Sam,
t:4~5. Geba - Josh., 21:17; I Kings 15:22. After describlng the Assyrian
proach thus far, there comes the description of its terrifying effect.

. Dummelow Commentary.
. Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, p. 436.



Remah - I Sam. 7:17; Jer. 31:15. Gibesh of Saul (I Sam, 10:26) was the
| birthplace and residence of Saul.
/

: 30. "Ory aloud with thy voice, 0 daughter of Gallim! hearken, 0
: Lalshah! 0" Fhou poor AnatRothl™ - - -

i After the vivid description of the approach of the invaders, and the
iresulting terror in the towns as the Assyrian draws nearer and nearer
rJerusalem, the prophet changes the form of description to direct address
'to the places of Gallim, Laishah, and anathoth, calling upon one town

o cry out in distress, another to hearken, and to another he makes a
‘damentation. Gallim - I Sam. 25:44, Laish was evidently not the place
‘nemed in Judges 18:7,

' 29, but a small village near Jerusalem. Anathoth,
‘'well known in connection with Jeremiah (Jer. 1:1; 32:8).
/

M
{

] 31l. "Madmenah is a fugitive; the inhabitants of Gebim flee for safety."
l d2cmenan oL

; lMadmenah is not the city mentioned in Jos. 15:31. It togethér with
Gebim are unknown today. As places near Jerusalem they fled before Sen-
‘nacherib. .

rd

! 32. "This very day shall he halt at Nob: he shaketh his hand at
the mount of the daugher of Zion, the BI1T of Jerusalem."

f Nob was a city of priests (I Sam. 22:19), and may have been located

bn the height just north of Jerusalem. Here the Assyrian halted and
threatened the holy city.

( .

} 33. "Behold, the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, will lop the boughs with
serror: and the high of stature shall be hewn down, and the lofty shall
'@ brought low." - :

4,’...

!

i Man's exftremity is God's opportunity., With the Assyrian power just
yutside the holy city ready to attack what would Jehovah do? This and
she next verse tell us, comparing the Assyrian host to a forest as in
'rerses 18, 19, and Ezek, 31:3. Jehovah will cut down this power with

jerror waich had boasted that it would cut down Lebanon., See IS. 37:24,
#6-38, In the words of Nebuchadnezzar, "Those that walk in pride he is
ble to abase." (Dan. 4:3«Rb)..

=
, 34, "And he will cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, -and
gbanon shall TalT by & mighty one.™ —

)
!

In verse 18 the figure is that of fire consuming the forest. Here
t is changed to that of rion, hewing it down. (Is. 31:8) ™iighty One" -

8y refer directly to Jehovah himself (Is. 10:21; 9:6) or to the angel
f Jehovah (Is. 37:36), his agent in smiting,the Assyrian host of Sen-
acherib. :

'

Chap. 11:1. "And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of
gsse, and a branch out of His roots shall bear Frult.”

1

|

‘he close of chapter ten has just pictured the fate of the fingdom
4
|
i

A great Messlanic passage.

» the destruction of the Assyrian power, under the fig-
*e of theiforest of Lebanon cut down. 1n striking contrast the Kingdom

: o\ AR
L q };{.&1\'}'\ M)'QY".”
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f God is here pictured as rising thru the Messiah who is pictured as

. 8shoot growing out of the stump of Jesse. Here 18 the same figure as
he one used in connection with the holy seed in chapter 6:13. We -are
old that the cedar is unlike the ocak, in that when it 1s cut down it
oes not send up ‘any shoots. So the Assyrlan power was cut down not to
ise again. On the other hand out of the ruin of the Jewish state and
ouse of David came forth the Messiah from the stock of Jesse like a
prout from the oak. Jesse is here mentioned instead of David probably
0 emphasize the lowliness of the birth of Jesus. The house of Devid had
unk into apparent insignificance at the time of the birth of Christ.
et from this lowliness, as a root out of dry ground (53:2) He became
lorious (4:2) fruit-bearing, exalted (Rev. 5:5; 22:16).

, For relation of Jesse to Jesus see Ruth 4:17; I Sam. 17:58; Is., 9:7;
att., 1:6-16; Acts 13:22,23; Rom. 15:12.

2. "And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of
isdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel &nd might, the splrit
I knowledge and of the feav of Ehovah."

This is a classic passage on the subject of the Holy Spirit and His
2lation to the second person of the Irinity. It is here prophesied
12t the Messiah will be endowed with the highest intellectual, practical,
1d religious gifts by the direct power of the Holy Spirit. See Is. 42:1;
+l; Matt. 3:16; John 1:32-33; 3:34. Note the emphasis in this verse
gxﬁﬁh\ﬂgiy Spirit as the Author of the intellect, and compare John 14:
7; 15:26\Col. 2:2-3. ,\40,“$5Y%Q§JF Ny

e\\\‘s___,,. - 7:1»— LN T LA

"There are seven spirits which are enumerated from above downwards;
)r the spirit of the fear of God is the basis of all (Prov. 1:7; Job
33285 rs. 111:10), and the spirit of God is absolutely the heart of
l1; it corresponds to the shaft of the sevenflamed candlestick, and the
wree palrs to the arms that stretched out from it. In these seven forms
= the Holy Spirit descends upon the second David for abiding possession
- rhe seven torches before uod's throne in nev. 4:5, compare 1l:4,

irn and illumine the soul. <Lhé seven spirits are his seven eyes.
tev. 5:6)"8

3. "And his delight shall be in the fear of Jlovah; aud he shall not

\dge after the sight of his eyes, neltheF declde after the hearing of
.8 ears." -

Interpretations differ as to the first expression. G. #&. Smith

\ys 1t may mean "He shall draw Kfls breath in the fear of Jehovah." R.

Margin reads it "He shall be of quick understanding in the fear .of
hcvah." A more literal translation by Delitzsch is "The fear of
hovah is fragrance to him." Not only will the Messiah delight him-
1Lf to do God's will as the beloved Son in whom God is well Pleased,
't his delight will be in the fear of God when he perceives it in others.
' shall "smell it with pleasure.” :

From this verse to verse five are presented the character of his
vernment, the perfect standards which he will exemplify as the sinless
8siah., He wlll not judge according to outward appearances, or com-

n reports. I Sam, 16:7; John 2:25; 7:24,

Delitzsch,
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Alexander well expresses the force of this verse by saying "He

hall take delight in goodness, and be able to distinguish it without
ail from its counterfeits."

4, "But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and decide with
uity for the meek of the earth; and he shall smlte The oarth wItH ThHS
od of his mouth; and with the breath of hIs Tips shall he slay the wicked."

In contrast to the unjust rulers of Judah, Is. 1:23; 10:2; 5:23,
e will judge righteously, Is. 9:7; 16:5; 32:1, the poor, Ps. 72:1-4,

2-14; Matt. 11:5, and "he will decide with straightness for the humble
nd meek of the land." 1Is. 61:1; Matt., 5:5.

Some understand "the earth" in the second part of the verse to mesan
he anlt-christian world, others, that it means literally the earth which
s under the curse of sin, which together with the wicked people of the
arth will suffer his punitive righteousness. "The very word of his
outh 1s already a staff which shatters to pleces (Ps. 2:9; Rev, 1:16),..

nd the very breath of his lips, no further means Being required, exer-
lses an annihilating influence. (II Thess. 2:8)"

5. "And righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, and faithful-
288 the girdle of his lolns."™ -

As the girdle holds together the clothes, ready for action so are
Lghteousness and faithfulness as girdles of the Messiah's clothing,
Lghteousness has been called the fundamental attribute of an ideal king.
>te the connection of righteousness and faithfulness in Hosea 2:19, 20, ]
Lso compare I John 1:9 "If we confess our sins, he 1s faithful and right-
us to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

6. "And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb and the leopard shall
le down with the kid; and the calTl and the young lion and the fatling
)gether; and a I1ittle child shall lead Them, ™ '

From this verse to verse 9 is a prophecy that the state of the Mes-
.anic Kingdom will be that of peace and the prevalence of the knowledge
' Jehovah. Some take this and the following verses literally as fore-
)1ling peace in the animal world, such restoration of the harmony of
‘eation as is suggested in Rom. 8:19-22, This viewMdxpressed by Delitzsch
) follows, "There now relgns in irrational nature, Yrom the greatest
ings in it down to the invisibly least, a malevolent strife and fierce
light in carnage. But when the son of David shall hasve entered upon
. full possession and exercise of his royal inheritance, then will the
‘ace of Paradise be renewed." The other interpretation which we prefer
- that of Calvin,Luther, and most Christian writers who regard these
lages from the animal world as symbolical of the harmony and security
at will come to God's people thru the coming and reign of the Prince
- Peace. Thru His power the cruel, ferocious natures of men are changed,
d they become new creatures in Christ Jesus. Such a change was typically
lustrated when Saul the persecutor was changed into raul the preacher.
cts 9:13-20; II Cor, 5:14-21; Titus 3:3=5)., '

Delitzsch.
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7. "And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall
de down TogeTher; and, the lion shall eat straw Like the ox. "

This continues the- beautiful imagery. While recognizing the truth
'hat there is a sense in which the harmony of creation will be restored
hrough the reconciliation of Christ (Col. 1:20), we believe the pri-
1ary thought here is to the change to be made in the hearts of wicked
1en, and as a consequence in the condition of society.

8. "And the suckling child shall play on the hole of the asp, and
he weaned child shall .ut his hand on the adder's den.™

Matthew Henry says "A generation of vipers shall become a seed of
alnts, and the old complaint of YHomo homini lupus! (Man is a wolf to
lan) shall be at an end.”

- 9. "They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for
he earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters
over the sea." - —

The picture of peace, harmony, safety is here completed, and the
eason given in conclusion. Alexander says "This passage is descrintive

f the reign of the lessiah, not at any one period, but as a whole. . & ?

istorian, in giving a general description of the reign of David,; would *

ot use language applicable only to its beginning. ‘The prophecy is y .

herefore one of gradual fulfilment. So far as the cause operates, the
ffect follows, and when the cause shall operate without restraint, the
ffect will be complete and universal. The use of the future in the
irst clause and thewpreteritenin.the“secondfmay imply, that the preva-
ence of the knowledge of Jehovah must precede that of universal peace.

t 1s not till the.land has been filled with that knowledge, that men
111 cease to injure and destroy." Is. 2:4; Acts 2:41-47; Som. 12:17-21;
al. 5:22-24; Rev, 21:27.

.10, "and it shall come to pass in that da s that the root of Jesse,
hat standeth Tor an ensign of the peoples, unto him shall The natlons
sek; and his resting place shall be g?orious."

Continuing the prophetic view of the righteous reign of the root of
98Se (See comment on verse 1) it is here shown that the Gentiles shall
sek Him.. Paul makes this application of this verse in Rom. 15:12.

ne Messiah shall be as an ensign, banner, rallying point. He will be
onsplciuous before the nations. John 3:14, 15; 12:32 "and I, if I be
ifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself." -Is, 60:3;
att. 2:1-2; Luke 2:32; John 12:20-21; Acts 11:18; 26:17-18; 28:28. The
ast clause, according to Delitzsch means "the place where he has set-
led down to dwell and reign is glory, that is, the dwelling and reign-~

1g sea, oI-a king who shines over all, and rules all and gathers all
e nations around him,"

11, "#pgd it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord will set
Ls hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people,
1at shall remaln from Assyria, and from Egypt, end from Pathros, and
‘om Tush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Namath, and from the

3lands of The sea.”

Following the prediction that the Gentiles will come into the Mes-
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. 8lah's kingdom there is here a prediction of the gathering of the remnant
i of dispersed Jews from the nations, a recovery or purchase (Ex. 15:16).

1 It is called a gecond time probably in relation to the redemption from

i BEgypt as the first time, :

% At the heud of the list of countries are the two leading powers of
‘the time, Pathros, or Upper Egypt, and Cush, or Ethiopia, perhaps including
‘part of arabia , were dependencies of Egypt. Blam, a province of Persia
rand Shinar or Babylonia were.dependencies of Assyrla, Hamath was a
.Syrian city at the northern foot c¢f Lebanon. Lastly, the isles and

icoastlands of the Mediterranean, practically equivalent to Europe.
‘The islands in Isaiah occu

, Py a most important place. 24:15; 42:4, 10,
12; 49:1; 51:5; 60:9; 66:19., For remnant see chapter 1:9; 10:20-22; 37:
4, 31, 32; 46:3., "The complete fulfilment is to be expected when all
iIsrael shall ve saved. <“he prediction must be figuratively understood,
because the nations mentioned in this verse have long ceased to exist.
“he event prefigured is according to some, the return of the Jews to
Palestine; but according to others, thelr admission to Christ!s Kingdom
Fn repentance and reception of the Christian faith."10

¢ 12. "And he will set up an ensign for the nations, and will assemble
the outcasts of Israel, and gather together The dlspersed of Judah from
vhe Tour corners of the earth." - —

! Here are two predictions, the calling of the Gentiles and the res-
?oration of the Jews, agreeing with rPaul in Rom. 11:25-26 - "A harden-
g in part hath befallen Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be
jome in; and so all Israel shall be saved." Verse 10; 59:19; Rev. 5:9;
8 27:13; Is. 49:11-12; Is. 56:8; Is, 24:16. ~

f 13.. "The envy also of Ephraim shall depart and they that vex Judah
thall be cut off: Ephraim shall not ervy Judah, and Ju shall not vex
phraim, "

{

!

The breach between the Horthern and Southern Kingdoms menticned in
¢21 was historic. 'The envy of Ephraim was evident as far back as the

ime of the Judges (Judges 8:1; 12:1). It reached a climax when Ephraim
5ined Jeroboam, their own tribesman in revolt (I Kings 11:26)., It was

png-continued envy. "And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam

{ntinually" (I Kings 14:30). "And there was war between Asa and Baasha
In New Testament times

ing of Israel all their days" (I Kings 15:16).

jere was enmity between Jews, Samaritans and Galileans. Compare pre-
jeties of .reunion of Judah and Israel in Ezek. 37:16-24 and Hos. 1:11.
lder Christ as head national and sectional dimtinctions are abolished.
}conciliation through the cross abolishes enmity. Eph. 2:16.

% 14. "And they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the rhilistines

| the west; together shall they despoil the children of the east; Ghey

feIT put forth their hand upon Edom and Woab; and the children of Am-
n saall obey them."

14

' Israel reunited will be victorious over their old enemies. Under the
‘8siah the church will spiritually conquer her enemies. Shoulder means
f coast-land or borders of rhilistia (Zeph. 2:5). Like birds of prey,

{
Ll

!
'
i



sracl will swoop down upon the enemy. Children of the east are the
adouin Arabs (Judges 6:3; II Chron. 21:16). Compare Is, 34:5-6 for
>d's judgment on Edom, and Num. 24:17-18 for ancient prophecy regard-
1g lsrael, Moab, and Edom, and II Sam. 12:26-31 for David's victory
rér the children of Ammon. Lhis verse glves a glorious picture of the

piritual conquests of the gospel among the enemles of the church, or in
1 heathen world, under the relgn of the Messiah,

15. "And Jehoveh will utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian
a2; and with his scorching wind will he weve nls %and—Ever the River,

id wiTTl Smite It Into Seven sStreams, and Cause men To MATGh over dry
10d. " —

. By His Almighty power Jehoveh will remove all obstacles to the re-
rn and-restoration of His people. See Is, 51:10-1l. The tongue of

16 Egyptian refers to the Gulf of Suez where His miraculous power was
lown in delivering Israel from Egypt under Moses. (Ex., 14:21) Again
 will redeem his people. (Is., 19:21) Not only the dispersed out of
'ypt, but also out of Assyria will be restored, the way belng provided
" Jehovah. He will remove the barrier of the River Buphrates. Compare
V. 16:12, "The prophet under these metaphors intends nothing else

lan that there would be no_impediment to God when he wished to deliver
8 people from captivity,"ll

16. "And there shall be a hi§hwax for the remnant of his people,

at shall remaIn from Assyria; © 8s theFé was for .srael in the day
at he came up oub of The land of Egypt. " " ——

_God will provide a way for the return cf the remmant of his people.

e figure of the highway is characteristic of Isaish. See 19:23; 35:
10; 40:3-4. '

'As God's power has removed the obstructions of His people in the
st so wlll .iis power in the future restore His people, and overcome

e obstacles’yo the progress and success of the gospel. See Is. 42:16;
:10-11. S

Chap. X2:1. "and in that day thou shalt say, I will givé thanks
to thee,/0 Jehovah, for Though thou was angry with me, thine anger is
rned awgy, and thou comfortest me."

Thi/ song of thanksgiving in chapter 12 may well be compared with
e Song of Moses and Miriam, Ex. 15:1-19, following their deliverance
om the fed Sea, and the Song of Moses and the Lamb, Rev. 15:3-4 sung.

- standing by the sea of glass who had come off victorious. This
ng may have been sung first following the déliverance from Sennacherib
retold in chapter ten, while 1t continues to be sung by those delivered
om the bondage of sin under the reign of the lMessiah presented in chap-
r eleven. Verse one expresses -thanksgiving for anger turned away and

79

r comfort turned back., 1i18. 10:4, 25; 40:1-2; 54:8-10; Ps. 30:5; 85:1-3;

Se 14:4—90

2. "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid;

r vehovah, even Jehovah, Is my strength and song and he Is become my
Ivation."
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__ Bx. 15:2; Ps, 118:14. Jehoveh is the source of my salvation, Is.
>217; Matt. 1:21; Rom, 1:16; Reve. 7:10; the source oi my strength and
‘otection (Ps. 27:1; Is. 26:3-4) and the subject of my song. Rev. 19:

5.“"Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of sal-
wtion. — ”" -

With Jehovah as our strength, song, and salvation with joy shall we
'ceive an exhaustless supply of living water. Jesus may have had this
'ssage in mind when he spoke to the Samaritan woman of the living water
ohn 4:10-14), and when he cried on the last great day of the feast the
rds of John 7:37-38., Jewish writers tell us that one feature of the
iremonial of the feast of the tabernacles on the last day was the car-
ing by the priest of a golden pitcher of water taken from the pool of
loam, the joyous singing by the people of Is. 12:3, and the pouring
't of the water as a libation on the altar of the ‘temple, in memory of
e water from the rock in the wilderness, and in prophecy of the out-
uring of the Holy Spirit in the times of the Messiah. The joy of sal-
.tlon is here emphasized as in Hab. 3:18.

4. "And in that day shall ye say, Give thanks unto Jehovah, call upon
S name, decTare his doings among the peoples, make mention that hils
me is exalted.™ "

In this second stanza of the song of thanksgiving it is prophesied
at God's people will exhort each other not only to praise Jehovah, but
make known His praises to others. God's people are to praise, pray,
eadh. Compare Ps. 105:1 and I Chron, 16:8; Ps. 113:1-3; Ps. 117; Ps.

¢10; Phil, 2:9-11.

5. "Sing unto Jehovah; for he hath done excellent things: let this
known In all the earth." o

Compare Ex. 15:1 and 21 which the pro‘-het may have had in mind when
wrote this song. See also Ps, 98:1; 105:2 and Rev. 15:3.

His praises ure to be sung in all the earth. Is. 24:14-15; 42:1¢-12,
is glorious salvation of which God is the author hss in view all peo-
es. Is, 45:22.

dst of Thee is the Holy One of Israel."

6. "Crz aloud@ and shout, thou inhabitant g£ Zionj; for great 12 the

Here is a final call to the people of Cod to give expression to ex-
ltant joy, and the reason thereforg., Compare Is. 40:9; 52:7-10; Zeph.
15-17; Zec. 2:5; Zec. 2:10-11. Concerning the name Holy One of Israel
e note on Chap. 1:9.

So the so-called Book of Immanuel (Is. 7=18) closes with the thought
Immanuel God with us. Great in our midst is the Holy One of Israel,
the fulness of time Immanuel became flesh and tabernacled among men,

o "beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full
grace and truth."



The Kingdom of the World.
The Kod.
The Fruit,
The Forest.

The Kingdom of God.

1The Shoot.
The Ensign.
The Remnant.,
The Highway.

Reasons for Thanksgiving.

Anger turned away, comfort turned back, 12:1.

Jehovah - my Strength, Song, Salvation, 12:2, Therefore verse 3.
He hath done gloriously - So great a salvation, 12:5.

Holy One of Israel great in our midst, 12:6.
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