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G E N E R A L I N T R O D U C T I O N -

T h e A p p r o a c h

As indicated by the title of this book, it is a Biblical, not a
critical comnBntary on Isaiah. As such it is written from the view
point of a minister of the gospel and missionary of the cross, who is
part icularly conscious of two scriptural commands to such a workman.3?he first one is, -Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of
truth. (2 Tim. 2:15). The second command, found in the same epistle.
Is simply this, "Preach the word." (2 •^'im^. 4:2a). With these clarion
calls to our God-given task ringing in our ears, we would make it the
earnest prayer from the heart that the holy Spirit give us such a clear
spiritual understanding of the prophet Isaiah, and such a dominant
passion to reach the unreached with this saving message, that we may
^ach be an evangeli-9t. like Philip of old, who, "opened li s mouth, and
)eginning f rom th is scr ipture, preached unto h im Jesus."

^ The scripture text used in this commentary is the American RevisedTersion of the ^ible. "The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge," with its
/housands of scripture references and parallel passages, has been a
lost valuable help in our study. Also wide use has been made of views
ind interpretations found in the best commentaries and Bible dictionaries
it our disposal. An effort has been made to give due acknowledgement,
larticularly when these sources are directly quoted. Such quotations:Vom the various writers on Isaiah are foimd on practically every.page.

At the head of the list, most often quotSd, is J. A. Alexander, of
horn his colleague. Dr. Hodge, said, "I regard Dr. Joseph Addison
d^exander as incomparably the greatest man I ever knew — as incom-
larably the greatest man our church ever produced." His commentary
n Isaiah has been designated "his crowning labor, h is imperishable
ionument . "

Next to Alexander, the wr i ter quoted most is Franz Del i tzsch.
mong other Bible scholars frequently quoted are John Calving Barnes,atthew fienry, Pausset, Skinner, Moulton, Dummelow, George Adam Smith,
• A. Webb, W. H. Marquess, Gborge L. Robinson, Edward Mack, and Camp-
all Morgan. Use has been made of dictionaries of the Bible by Davis,
J Smith, and by Schaff, and of the International Standard Bible Ency-
l o p a e d i a .

For the interpretation of the prophetic parts of scripture and of
aaiah in particular. Dr. Alexander has stated a few exegetical maxims,
aich we may well keep in mind in our study, find from which we quote
i e f o l l o w i n g :

"The prophets were inspired to reveal the truth and will
of God, in reference to the past and present, no less than the
future. In Isaiah, for exam^e, we find many statements of a '
general nature, and particular exhibitions of the general prin
ciples which govern the divine administration, especially in
reference to the chosen people and their enemies or persecutors.

"All predictions, or prophecies in the restricted sense, areI not specific and exclusive, that is, limited to one occasion or
I emergency, but many are descript ive of a sequence of events which



h a s b e e n o f t e n r e a l i z e d — •"All t^ predictions of Isaiah, whether general or specific,
tinderstood. xhe ground of this positionis the fact, universally admitted, that the prophecies abound in

^ t a p h o r i c a l e x p r e s s i o n s - — •The prophecies of this book are not to be always understood
^ a figurative or spiritual sense —The same application oftne laws of common sense and of general analogy, which shows that
some predictions must be metaphorical, shows that others must be
l i t e r a l - — .

The question under which of these descriptions any proohecy
must be arranged, that is, the question whether it is strictly
a prediction, and if so> whether it is general or particular,
literal or figurative, can only be determined by a thorough in
dependent scrutiny of each case by itself, in reference to form and
substance, text, and context, without regard to arbitrary and exclusive theories, but with a due regard to the analogy of Scripture
in general, and of other prophecies 1 in particular, especially of
such as belong to the same writer, or at least to the same period,
ana apparently relate to the same subject."

4 . V a p p r o a c h t o t h e s t u d y o f t h e b o o k o f I s a i a h , m a yt be with the prayer. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
h^gs of thy law# (Psalm 119:18), and with the promise, "But theSpirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you11 things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you."
J o h n 1 4 : 2 6 ) •

O h a I s a i a h .

Many modern critical scholars, largely fr^m Germany, have led in
Jmerous attacks against the unity and genuineness of the book of Isaiah,
aey have so divided up the boo^ as to assi^ its authorship to morelan one person, in some cases to several authors, living over a
3riod of several centuries. In many cases there is wide disagreement

these critics themselves, so that to follow their various theories
3 e x t r e m e l y d i f fi c u l t .

"But we are not concerned over-much with these multitudinous internal
Lsturbances of criticism. And if we were, which should we follow?
Jorge Adam Smith, or Driver, or Cheyne, or Duhm, or Marti, who disagree ' .r centwies in their assignment of the time of origin to the same chap-
>rs." (Mack).

The view of conservative scholars, who believe in the unity and
itegrity of the book of Isaiah, is set forth in such standard worksI Smith's Dictionary of the Bible (1872), A Dictionary of the Bible,
r John D. Davis (1907), and the International Standard Bible Encyclo-
ledia (1925), article by George D, Robinson.

"For our present purpose it must suffice briefly to indicate the
•llowing reasons as establMhing^.the integrity-* Of the-whole bodk, and1 indicating the authenticity of the second psn^t:-

r
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(a) Externally - The "unanimous testimony of Jewish and Christian
t rad i t i on - Ecc lus . 48 :24-25 , wh ich man i fes t l y re fe rs to th i s second
part. The use apparently made of the second part by Jeremiah, Eze-
kiel, and Iftephaniah. The decree of Cyrus in Ezra 1:2-4, which plainly
is founded upon Is . 44:28; 45:1, 13, accredi t ing Josephus 's s ta te
ment that the Jews showed Cyrus Isaiah's predict ions of him. The
insp i red tes t imony o f the N .T. , wh ich o f ten quo tes w i th spec ifica t ion
of Is€dah's name prophecies fo\md in second part.

(b) Internally - The unity of design and construction which
connects these last twenty-seven chapters wi th the preceding parts
of the book. - The oneness of diction which pervades the whole book.
3?he absence of any other name than ^-saiah's claiming the authorship. -
The claims which the writer makes to the for^^SElSlSiS© o£ the deliver
ance of Cyrus. which clh^s, on the opposing view, must be regarded
as a f r adu len t pe rsona t i on o f an ea r l i e r w r i t e r. - Las t l y, t he p re
dictions which it contains of the character, sufferings, death and
g l o r i fi c a t i o n o f ^ J e s u s C h r i s t ; a b e l i e v e r i n C h r i s t c a n n o t ^ f a i l t o
r e g a r d t h o s e p r e d i c t i o n s a s a f fi x i n g t o t h i s s e c o n d p a r t t h e b r o a d
seal of Di" \ r ine Inspi rat ion; whereby the chief gro\md of object ion
against its having been written by Isaial^is at once annihilated."
(Smith's dictionary of the Bible, page 117 See chap. 1:4 with note
on "Holy One of Israel," and General introduction to chapters 40-66.

I s a i £ i h , t h e M e m .

"^lie vision of -^saiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem, ■ in the days of ^zzlah, Jotham, jUiaz, and Heze-
k i a h . " ( I s . 1 : 1 )

Little is known of the personal history of ^saiah, "The king of
a l l p rophe ts , " "The fi f th evange l i s t , " "The S t . Pau l o f t he O ld Tes ta
ment" His name means, "Jehovah saves," suggestive of the grand redemp
t i v e t h e m e w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e s h i s p r o p h e c y. H e w a s p r o b a b l y b o r n ,
reared, and educated in Jerusalem, be longing to a fami ly o f h i^ rank.
A c c o r d i n g t o t r a d i t i o n h e w a s a c o u s i n o f k i n g U z z i a h . H e h a d a
wife and two sons. The symbolic names «of these^sons, (ch. 7:3; 8:2-3)
are suggestive of the two themes of Judgment and grace so prominent
i n h i s p r o p h e c y.

He may have known persona l ly the prophets Amos, Hosea, and Micah,
h i s y o u n g e r c o n t e m p o r a r y.

T h a t o u t s t a n d i n g p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e o f h i s l i f e , h i s c a l l a n d
c o m m i s s i o n , r e c o r d e d i n c h a p t e r s i x , w a s e v i d e n t l y a p i v o t a l p o i n t
i n h i s l i f e , a g l o r i o u s p r e p a r a t i o n f o r h i s m i ^ t y t a s k , w i t h o u t
w h i c h w e w o u l d n o t h a v e h a d h i s m a t c h l e s s p r o p h e c y. I t i s n o w o n d e r
t h a t C h r i s t a n d t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t w r i t e r s q u o t e t h i s p r o p h e t m o r e
f r e q u e n t l y t h a n a n y o t h e r , a n d t h a t t h e a p o s t l e J o h n , a f t e r r e p e a t e d
quotat ions from Isaiah, said, "These things said Isaiah, because he
s a w h i s g l o r y, a n d h e s p a k e o f h i m . " ( J o h n 1 2 : 4 1 ) .

Isaiah was the master statesman of his day. "No Hebrew prophet
e v e r l i v e d w h o s e p o l i t i c a l h o r i z o n , d o m e s t i c a n d f o r e i g n , w a s w i d e r
or m(re extended than that of Jsaiah of the eighth century B.C.
S y r i a , A s s y r i a , B a b y l o n i a , E g y p t , F h i l i s t i a , A m m o n , M o a b , a n d E d o m
w e r e a l l a c t o r s u p o n t h e e v e r c h a n g i n g s t a g e o f h i s t o r y — N o
p r o p h e t o f t h e w l d Te s t a m e n t c o m b i n e d m o r e p e r f e c t l y t h a n . I s a i a h
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e a r t h l y w i s d o m a n d s a g a c i t y , c o u r a g e a n d c o n v i c t i o n , v e r s a t i l i t y ' o f
g i f t s a n d s i n g l e n e s s o f p u r p o s e , o n t h e o n e h a n d , w i t h c l e a r * v i s i o n
a n d s p i r i t u a l i n t u i t i o n , a l o v e o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s a n d a - k e e n a p p r e
c ia t ion o f Jehovah 's majes ty and ho l iness on the o ther. Va le toh
describes him thus, * Never perhaps has there been another prophet
l i k e I s a i a h , w h o s t o o d w i t h h i s h e a d i n t h e c l o u d s a n d h i s f e e t o n
the so l i d ea r th , w i th h i s hea r t i n t he th ings o f e te rn i t y ana w i th
h is mouth and hand in the th ings of t ime, wi th h is sp i r i t in tne
eternal counsel of God and his body in a very definite moment" of
histopy'." (George L. Robinson, .OThe Book of Isaiah.)

QJradition has it that Isaiah was martyred, his body being jsawn
asunder, dur ing the reign of k ing Manasseh. 'Some think that refer
ence is made to the manner of his death in the e:^resoion, "they • .
were sawn asunder" in Heb. 11:37. We are sure of this, -that hisname stands high among thejieroes of faith of all the ages.

% ^

T h e T i m e s o f I s a i a h ' " . *
( I s . 1 : 1 ) . • . ^

The introductory vers© of the book of Isaiah not only names the
author, but also the period of his ministry, "in the days^of TJzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah." This was one of .themost noteworthy periods in-Judah* s history. A thorough presentation
of this historical background is found in 2 aings 15-20, and 2 Chron.'
26-32, while much of this history is. also found in ?ihe' book of Isaiahi^
p a r t i c u l a r l y c h a p t e r s 3 6 - 3 9 .

The ministry of ^saiah, accor'ding to Dr. Edward Mack, was ful
filled between 7^^ and 695 B.C. "At that time Assyria and Egypt
were struggling against '^ach other for world supremacy, and unfor-
t"unate Palestine lay between the two contestants, its strategic'
position made it coveted of both empires, and in consequence invading
armies often swept ruthlessly through all its length. -This struggle"
of centuries, coming to climax in Isaiah's time, must he held in
mind, in order to the understanding of lany ofiis chapters.- Thewhole world was in upheaval, very much as in otu» own time. Many
nations were seeking better places for themselves in the "sun, and
fighting also to make their national gods supreme on earth. Isaiah's-land and kings were caught in this restless and ambitious sur^ng of
t h e p e o p l e s . " ( M a c k ) . ' -

Uzziah's long reign of about a half century was the greatest
in prosper i ty and mater ia l progress that Judah had seen s ince the '
reign of ^olomon. He "did that ^ich was rjght iij'the eyes of Jehovah, "r
but did not remove the high places where the people sacrificed to* -
other gods. "He set himself to seek Jehovah ... and as long as he
sought Jehovah, God made him to prosper!"

"But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up, so that he ^ -
did corruptly, and he trespassed against Jehovahil^is God." He was I
made a leper f^or attempting to burn incense unto Jehovah, thus usurp
ing the priests'^ office. "He was a leper unto the day of his death,
and dwe l t i n a separa te house , be ing a leper, fo r he was cu t o f f f rom '
the house of Jehovah." Hence his son, Jotham, had to be associated
with him in the government, judging the people of the land.
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Jotham, re ign ing 16 years , fo l lowed large ly in the foots teps o f ^
his father in his personal religion, his policies, and his program
for the development of his country. "So Jotham became mighty, be- ^
cause he o rde red h i s ways be fo re Jehovah h i s God . "

Under the reign of Ahaz the general condition of Judah grew
much worse* His 16 year reign was characterized by gross idolatry,
(2 Kings 16:1-4), wars with Syria and Israel, and the turning of Ahaz
to Tiglath-Pileser, king of Assyria, for help contrary to the clear
warning of the prophet Isaiah. "He made flesh his arm, and thereby
entangled the people of Jehovah with the kingdom of the world in a
manner unknown before, so that they completely lost their indepen
d e n c e . A s s y r i a a n d R o m e a r e t h e fi r s t a n d t h e l a s t m e m b e r s o f t h e
wor ld-k ingdom that brou^ t ens lavement and oppress ion on Is rae l
throughout her history. The times of Isaiah saw the approach of
t h e c a l a m i t y. " ( D e l i t z s c h )

"For Jehovah brou^t Judah low because of Ahaz, king of Israel, /
for he dealt wantonly in Judah, and trespassed sore against Jehovah.^
Ang Tiglath-Pi lese^ king of Assyria, came xinto him and distressed
him, but s t rengthened h im not . • . And in the t ime of h is d is t ress " ' ^
did he trespass yet more against Jehovah, this same king Ahaz."

Hezekiah was "the good son of a bad father and the good father''*^'5^'
of a bad son." "He trusted in Jehovah, the ^od of Israel; so that ^ ^
after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor among
them that were before him. For he clave to Jehovah; he departed
not from following him, but kept his commandments, which Jehovah
commanded Moses." Conditions were improved under the reforms of
this good king, yet Assyrian aggression .was looming more and more
upon the horizon, hezekiah had been on the throne only about five
years when Samaria was tlaken (722 B.C.) by Sargon, and the ten
t r i b e s c a r i i e d i n t o c a p t i v i t y.

The biggest pol i t ical event of Hezekiah* s reign, and of the
ent i re per iod of Isaiah, was Sennacher ib 's invasion of Judah, 701 B.C.,
which ended in d isaster for the Assyr ian hosts, due to the supernatural
interposition of Jehovah. In his own account of his campaign in
Judah, Sennacher ib says, "As for Hezekiah b imsel f , l ike a b i rd in
a cage , i n Je rusa lem, h i s r oya l c i t y, I shu t h im Up . " I t i s s i g
nificant that Sennacherib fails to complete the record by telling of
the destruct ion of the Assyrietn army and the miraculous del iverance
o f Judah*s cap i ta l .

Concerning the t imes of Isaiah Dr. Alexander,aays, "The two
most remarkable conjunctures in the h is tory of Judah dur ing Isa iah 's
min is t ry are the invas ion of the combined force of Syr ia and Israel
in the reign of Ahaz, fo l lowed by the destruct ion of the k ingdom of
t h e t e n t r i b e s , a n d t h e A s s y r i a n i n v a s i o n i n t h e f o u r t e e n t h y e a r o f
Hezekiah, ending in the miraculous destruct ion of Sennacher ib 's army
a n d h i s o w n i g n o m i n o u s fl i ^ t . T h e h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t i n t h i s i m
p o r t a n t p e r i o d i s f u r t h e r h e i g h t e n e d b y t h e f a c t , t h a t t w o o f t h e
m o s t n o t e d e r a s i n c h r o n o l o g y f a l l w i t h i n i t , t o w i t , t h e e r a o f
Habonassar, and that computed ft*om the building of Rome."
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T h e B o o k o f I a a l a h «

T h e fi r s t v e r s e o f t h e b o o k s u g g e s t s s o m e t h i n g o f i t s c h a r a c t e r
and its contents. It is essentially a "vi^on". According to
Alexander this means, "Supernatural perception, inspiration, revela
tion, prophecy, here put collectively for Prophecies."

"The t i t le o f the book *The Vis ion of Is idah," turns our eyes
to t he f u t u re a t t he ve r y beg inn i ng . I he wo rd i nd i ca tes a sp i r i t ua l ,
or myst ica l , o r t ranscendenta l , o r fa r -away v is ion; not what the eye
sees, but the vis ion of the heart , when the eyes are closed. What
eye could not see, nor ear hear, nei ther could enter into the imagination of man, God has revealed to us by His Spirit throu^ Isaiah."!

The siii?)le yet sublime th^^oughtS of Isaiah are clothed in a match
less l iterary form. Dr. Moulton says, "Even in l iterary form the
wor ld has produced noth ing greater than Isa iah. " Of Isa iah 's prophecy
Dr. Mack says , "H is book i s the fines t a r t ga l le ry o f the pas t , near ly
every verse a picture with the finest lines and colors of art."

"Fo r ve r sa t i l i t y o f exp ress i on and b r i l l i ancy o f image ry I sa i ah
has no super ior, not even a r iva l . tL is s ty le marks the c l imax of
Hebrew l i t e ra ry a r t . ^o th h is per iods and descr ip t ions a re mos t
fin ished and sub l ime . 'Eve ry word f rom h im s t i r s and s t r i kes i t s
mark,' says Dillmann. "eauty and strength are characteristic of his
e n t i r e b o o k . ^ i s p e r f e c t a r t i s t i n w o r d s . N o o t h e r O l d Te s t a m e n t
writer uses so many beautifully picturesque illustrations."2

IsAiah wrote primarily *\5oncerning Judah and Jerusalem." While
jgrhole chapters are concerning fore ign nat ions, yet a l l the nat ions
a r e r e l a t e d t o t h e c h o s e n l a n d a n d t h e h o l y c i t y , t h e s e a t o f t h e
true rel ig ion, the "spir i tual metropol is of the wor ld."

Isaiah is one of the greatest of a l l books on wor ld missions.
Two theme words in its message are judgment and peace (See Campbell
Morgan's Analyzed Bible). Judgment is pronounced upon the world of
the wicked, and peace is promised to the true worshippers of Jehovah,
per fec t peace to the s teadfas t mind who t rus ts in H im. he pr ice
o f t h i s peace was t he subs t i t u t i ona ry sac r i fice o f t he su f f e r i ng
Servant of J&hovah, "The greatest thought in the wid Testament.
( S e e C h a p t e r 5 3 ) .

C h r i s t a n d t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t w r i t e r s r e p e a t e d l y r e c o g n i z e t h e
divine inspiration and authority of Isaiah. "We are not left, how
ever, to infer this incidental ly^ for i t is proved direct ly by the
frequent combination of the title rrophet with the name Isaiah (Matt.
3:3; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; Luke 3:4; 4:17; John 1:23; Acts 8:28-30; 28:

JiaJs); by the repeated statement that he prophesied er spoke by inspira
tion (Mark 7:6; Rom 9:29); by the express declaration tnat some of
his predictions were fulfilled in the history of Christ and his con
temporaries (Mt. 3:3; 4:14; 8:17; Acts 28:25)."3 Added to all of
th is is that remarkable statement in John 12:41 that Isaiah saw

1 . E d w a r d M a c k .
2 . George L . Rob inson .
3 . A l e x a n d e r .
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Christ's glory and spoke of Him. ^These ea^pressions place.it beyond
a l l p o s s i b i l i t y o f d o u b t t h a t t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t d e s c r i b e d I s a i a h a s
a Prophet in the strictest and highest sense inspired of (Jod.**^

4 . I b i d
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Chap* 1:2-31. Jehovah'a Controversy With His

Q]he design of this introductory discourse is "to show the connection
itween the sins and sufferings of God's people, and the necessity of
LTther judgments as means of pur ificat ion and del iverance."^

The chapter may be conveniently divided into five parts:
- _ 2 - 4 . T h e C o r r u p t i o n o f t h e P e o D l e - i n g r a t i t u d e a n d
h e l l i o n a g a i n s t G o d . !

(2) Vs. 5-9. The Consequences of Their Sin - misery, nationallamities. The suffering is first represented by the figure of disease
d wounds, ^d then in literal terms as the effect of an invasion, by
ich the nation was left desolate, and only saved by God*s regard for
s eltiCt from the total destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah."^

Contrasted Ways ^ Seeking Jehovah. Merermal religion is utterly inadequate, and abhorrent unto God. The true
y to God s favor is the way of repentance—forsake evil and do well.
, Vs. 18-20. A proffered Change and a Consideration of Conduct

4^'' ^®ason with his peopl—is willing to change their
p m ? s h t h e d ? ^ o b e d ! ; n t ! ® t h r e a t e n s
I H d M i t i s ^ i t

former comparison he employs two metaphors, each followed by
p l o f m e a n i n g ; t h a t o f a f a i t h f u l w i f e b e c o m e a? i J that of adulterated wine and silver, both expressive of a
'*231 special reference to magistrates and rulers. (Vs.
» o comparison, the coming judgments are presented in
deI?ructfofPurification and deliverance to the church, andllrael members. The Prophet sees the leading men, thitt i £ L®® oppressors to make room for righteous rulers

lv"M®th6^i^trod,1^££"®^ Arraignment', stands wor-! J I s a i a h ' s p r o p h e c i e s . I t s l e a d i n g i d e a s - -
t ^ o r e t e a c h i n g , b u t a l s o t h a t o fItBd w?th~o £ prophets; and these elementary principles are here pre-ited with a force pd clearness unrivalled in the bid Testament. Cer-

ut 32? in thought and expression to the 'Song of Moses'ut. 3^} have been noted by commentators.

2* "He ,̂ 0 heavens, give ear, 0 earth; for Jehovah hath spoken."
The prophet calls heaven and earth to witness what Jehovah is about

ke^^rou^h^?h<a^i fl universe was called to witness when God
32:1 ) whose words were s im i -

tu "For Jehovah hath spoken" is sufficient reason toS î  Hirsnn s ̂ ®̂;̂ ®̂ ® worlcTT̂ GoS's final word has been spokenin His Son. Se Heb. 1:1-3. j have nourished (or made great and

A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
I b i d .
[ b i d .
Skinner: "Cambridge Bible"
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calted) and brought up childrenj and they have rebelled against me."le words »children* and »tney* are emphatic^ When Israel was inHSgypt
Jhovah said, "Israel is my son, my first-born" (Ex. 4;22). Israel's
^igin and growth to manhood and. honor were due to the grace of G-od.
r e n t h e y w e r e g u i l t y o f fi l i a l i n g r a t i t u d e - - a m o s t h e i n o u s s i n . " F r o m
le time that Solomon, towards the end of his reign gave himself up to
lolatry, the worship of idols had never wholly ceased, even in public,Jwn to the days of Isaiah---Hence the expression, 'they have broken
my from me' which sums up the whole of Israel's ingratitude in the one

app l ies to the en t i re h is to ry o f the na t ion f rom thejnith of glory under David and Solomon down to the time of the prophet."^
3. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; but Israel

> t h n o t k n o w , m y p e o p I e ^ o W H o t c o n s T d e r l '

Israel's spiritual ignorance and thoughtlessness -i« put to shame by
le dumb animals which have some knowledge of their owners and masters
Lo feed them, and which exercise instinctive fidelity to them. (Jer.
7). It is God's people, chosen from all the people of the earth, "my
l o p l e " w h o d o n o t c o n s i d e r.

4. Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil-
cnTlaren that deal corruptlyi they nave rorsaxen Tenovan7~they

jVe despised the Holy One or Israel, they are estran^d and gone back-

Instead of being a holy nation (Ex. 19:6) they are a nation habitually
nning; instead of being the people of Jehovah they are a people ladenth sin, as with a talent of lead (Zech. 5:7-8); instead of being the
ed of righteous they are the seed of evil parents, instead of being
lldren of Jehovah, they are children dealing corruptly. (Gen. 6:12).
.e three concluding clauses complete the description of Israel's apostasy-
postasy "in disposition, in words, in their way of actingi'® "The Holye of Israel", the title of God here used for the first time in Isaiah,

found 25 times in the book, and only six times elsewhere in the Old
stament. It has been called "the ^ey-note of Isaianic prophecy."*^ It
ums up his fundamental conception of God in relat ion to Israel" (Cam-
idge Bible). -^ound throughout the book this is one of the strong argu-
n t s i n f avo r o f t he Tin i t y o f I sa i ah . See I n t r oduc t i on .

5. Why wi l l ye be st i l l s t r icken, that ye revol t more and more? the
o I q h e a d i s s i c E T * a n d t h e T * w h o l e h e a r t l a i n t T <

Following sin (vs. 2-4) must come misery (vs. 5-9). Why continue to11 down more judgments by revolting against Jehovah more and more?
ffer ing for s in is here compared to s ickness. "Head and heart aremed as the noblest portions of the outer and the inner man; outwardly
d inward ly, every ind iv idual o f the nat ion has a l ready been smi t ten

t h e w r a t h o f G o d . " 8

6 . F r o m t h e s o l e o f t h e f o o t e v e n u n t o t h e h e a d t h e r e i s n o s o u n d n e s s
it; buT: wounds, and"Tiruises, and~3E7esH^tr^esT'"Eh'ey~Er5v~naE oeen cjLosed,

i t H e r n g o u n d u p , n e T g h e r m o i i i f Te d w i t h o T T.

D e l i t z s c h : " C o m m e n t a r v o n I s a i a h "
j s m :
I b i d .
I b i d .
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Tlie body of Judah - the whole people - is diseased, there is nothing
^d. Not only is the disease general and grievous, and the wounds manyd continuing, but the remedy has hot been applied. (Luke 105 34) On
e other hand the wounds have been neglected. The people do not care
r t h e p h y s i c i a n n o r t h e m e d i c i n e .

coun t r y i s deso la te ; you r c i t i es a re bu rned w i th fi re ; vou r
2^ ' s t rangers aevour i r in your presence, andHTt is desoTafeT^ oveF^
r o w n b y s t r a n g e r s .

After using the figure of verses 6-6 to set forth the effect of his
oples* si^, literal language is uded showing their suffering as the ef-ct of a foreign invasion. The country in general is waste and desolation.

This verse gives a suggestion as to the date of tnis first prophecy,
ace there were more than one foreign invasion of Judah in Isaiah's time,
terpreters differ as to the invasion here mentioned, one assigning it

7\ Reain and Pekah in the reigu of Ahaz about 735 B.C.
pi) J another to the invasion by Sargon (Isaiah 20:1) 711 B.C. and

? invasion by Sennacherib (Isaiah, Chaps. 36-37) in Hezekiah'sign 701 B.C. Considerable evidence favors the first date. See 2 Chron.

, 8* daughter of Zion is left as a booth in the vineyard, asi n a g a r a e n o f ' o u c u m b e r s , a s a b e i Te g e d c i t y ' ^ —

"And the daughter of Zion, that is the people of Zion or Jerusalem,
isidered as the capital of Judah, and therefore representing the whole
Dion, is left, not forsaken, but left over or behind as a survivor,ce a booth, a temporary covert of leaves and branches in a vineyard,
ce a lodge in a melon-field, like a watched city — cut off from all
omunications v/ith the country.

. Except Jehovah of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant,shouldhave Deen as Bodom, we'^sEould have bee'n"''ingr"unto Comorrah.

5'ollowing the figure of disease and the fact of desolation of the)ve verses there would have fo l lowed fear fx i l destruct ion l ike unto
lorn where only four escaped, like unto Gtomorrah where- all were des-

except for the favor of God in saving the remnant according to) election of grace, '-^his verse is cited in Paul's argianent in Rom.
J9. Remnant has reference to "a minority of true believers in the
1st of the prevailing unbelief. Jehovah of hosts means the Sovereign
.er of heaven and earth and all the hosts of them, that is, all their
labitants (Gen. 2:1)."10 "The word hosts which is used in the title
,ers to the armies of the universe. The designation pictures the
.verse, in its spiritual and material aspects, as forming a vast army,numerous divisions, of various kinds of troops, in orderly array
Ler the command of Jehovah, One division consists of angels — another
It consists of the stars — yet another host consists of all the forces

7" Lord of hosts, he is the King who alone commands."Lvia Bible Dictionary, p. 312)

A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h
I b i d .
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word of Jehovah J ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the
J-Q-w of om? ^oQj ye people or GomorrahT

The wickedness of Sodom is set forth in Gen. 13:13 and Ezekiel 16:49.
Jerusalem, when rebuked for her sin "is spiritually called Sodom" in Rev.Ll:8. -i-n like manner the rulers of Jerusalem and the people subject to
bhem are here addressed as rulers of Sodom and as people of Gomorrah.
Word and law both denote the revelation of God*s will as a rule of faith

ind duty."11

i 11. l^at unto me is the multitude of your sacrifices? saith Jehovah:
[ haarenou^~oT~tHe BilFnt--orrering3~or~rahis. aad the fa¥!:or"fed beaata;m I delight not S ^ blood of buUoacsT oF^ TamFsT oF'or'hi'rgoaFs:—
L e x t e r n a l a c t s o f w o r s h i p , w i t h o u t c o r r e s p o n d i n g
jeart obedience are displeasing unto Jehovah. Compare I Sam. 15:22 and
J s a l m s 5 1 : 1 6 - 1 9 , M i c a h 6 : 7 . . t u i u
I . I S Z © t o a p p e a r b e f o r e m e , w h o h a t h r e q u i r e d t h i s a t v o u r
jsnd, to trample my courts?
f Not only their sacrifices are condemned but also their attendance at
^e courts of the temple to present them. Merely formal treading of the^ctuary is a desecration. Micah 6:8.
)
I 13. Brln^ ^ move vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me:

[

j "What he said before of animal sacrifices and of attendance at thesmple to present them, is now extended to bloodless offerings, such asmeal offering, as well as to the observance ff'sacred
u f i l l a b r i e f i n t i m a t i o n o f t h e s e n s e i n w h i c h t h e y1®,fr^ namely when combined with the practice oflpity.«l2 The last clause of this verse gives a key to the interure-
ss°Ld 1 ^'^® ^7P9^«ritical combination of "wicked-!s42, anr?rovLbn!̂ 27! ®®̂ ®̂ ®̂ y condemned. See «al. lao, Luke

t r o u b l e ^ o ^ : = f f ^ f o n l . h a t ^ , . t ^ ^
i seSLnsMoitL^*^ centre of His being, encircled and penetrated
irll 42°irthat whatever the soul of ''od hates (Jer. 15:1) or^le ixtir.; if ^ ? «il® ^ inmost depths and in thei e v o t i o n a i i J e h o v a h h a t e s t h eL have h observance of these sacred times and festivals,py have become a burden or cumbrance to Him. All sin is a burden nar-
j-ularly mere formal religion without the inner spirit.
I

I ^ ye spread forth your hands, I will hid© mine ey«a f-nnmje m^ many prayersTT wTlTnoT' E^;"your"TLand3^e"7uTl

I I b i d .
! I b i d ,
i D e l i t z s c h .
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Not only their animal sacrifices (vs. 11), their attendance at the
sanctuary (vs. 12), their bloodless sacrifices and observance of sacred
seasons, but even their many prayers, are an abomination unto Jehovahbecause of wickedness in the heart and life. Spreading forth of the

attitude of a devout supplicant, and making many prayers
(nebrew - multiply prayer) are rendered useless by the guilt <3f thosewho pray, fhe i"salmist said, "If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord

hear. (Ps. 66:18) "He that turneth away his ear from hearing
prayer i s an abomina t ion . " (Prov. 28 :9 ) See a lso Isa iahp9.2-3, Jeremiah 7:8-10, and Ezekiel 8:16-18, - a veritable prophetic

morus, voicing Jehovah's denunciation of Worship combined with wickedness,
i 16. "Waah_yoUi make you clean; put away the evil of your doings fromb e f o r e m i n e e y e s ; c e i S e ^ t o ^ o e v i l . " ^ ®

[ , against the denunciations of formalism as the wrong way offorth in verses 10-15, there are now given in
jerses 16-17 exhortations pointing out the true way of seeking Him, awayirom works-righteousness to true righteousness. "God saith to the sinner,
[Wash you etfcetera, that he, finding his inability to 'make' himself
^lean , may cry to God, 'Wash me, cleanse me', (Psalm 51:2, 7, 10)"^^here must be purification from sin, (Compare er. 4:14 and Rev. 7:14):
nere must be the putting away of evil deeds from the light of the coun-
('enance ofJ'od, (Isaiah 55:7, Ezekiel 18:30-32, Mt. 3:8, Eph. 4:22-24);

5"^ putt^g to an end of evil. "They are to wrestle against and over-pme the vicious disposition to which actual sin had grown, that it may
j t l a s t w h o l l y d i s a p p e a r . o * j r

17. "Learn ^ ^ woll; seek justice, relieve the oppressed, iudge
j i e f a t h e r T e s s T ^ e a ^ r 6 r " t h T l f T d o w 7 ^ — —
I the series of exhortations in this verse, "the first ex-
ptation is the fundamental one: they are to learn to do good, - a dif-Icult art in which one does not become a master, merely through good in-
^ntions--That this primary exhortation now branches out into four minor
[les referring to the administration of justice is accounted for by the

other prophet directs so keen an eye upon rffairs of state
id judicial proceedings as Isaiah—The law announced to them in verse
) has been preached to them. he prophet has thrown aside the husks
! their dead works, and revealed the moral kernel of the law in its
fi v e r s a l a p p l i c a t i o n t o m a n k i n d .

j 18. "Come ^ I^t us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your
££ ^ ^ scarlet, they shaH De as wnite as snow; though thev'be red
^ c r i m s o n , t h e y s h a l l b e a s w o o T 7 " ^
I As in verse 9 the grace of ^od shines out in the assurance concerning
le remn^t, so here grace shines out gloriously in His condescending to
ason with sinful men and his gracious offer to change their sins into
ghteousness. "This verse contains an invitation to discuss the questionether God was willing or unwilling to show mercy, implying that reason
jwell as justice was on his side, and asserting his power and willing-3s to pardon the most aggravated sins. The implied conclusion of

1* Po-^sset: "Commentary on Isaiah"
. I b i d .
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the reasoning is that God*s wi l l ingness to pardon threw the blame of
their destruction on themselves."17 His promise of pardon and clean-
;sing is to the penitent sinner. (I John 1:9) "He is willing to remitit he punishment, and not merely to regard the sin as if it were not, but
feven to change it into its opposite. Sin of the brightest red dye is
iby is grace to become the purest white. — The representation or thework of grace which God promises, as a change from red to white, is fo\mded
[on the symbolism of colors, quite as much as when, in the Apocalypse, thegarments of the saints are said to be of a bright white (Rev. 18:8),
while the clothing of Babylon is purple and scarlet (Rev. 17:4)."18

L 19 , 20 . ye ^ w i l l i ng and obed ien t , ye sha l l ea t the good o f thebut ^ ye ^use ana rebeTr"y^shall be ^vourea wrai"^e""siorcrr ror
p a e m o u t h o f J e h o v a h H a T E " ^ s p o k e n i " " ;

Following the presen^tation of the gospel of grace in verse 18 thereis given in these two verses a consideration of conduct. "If they assent
bo the act of graee which God offers them, and accept this discharge from
fhe guilt of sin, then certainly there again lies before the Justified)nce more a blessing and a curse, in the same way as the law had already
innounced both."19 Deut. 30:15-16, Isaiah 3:10-11.

I The expression "for the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it" is found|hree times in the book of Isaiah (1:20; 40:5; and 58:14) and nowhereIse in the Old Testament. This is another evidence of the unity of the
o o k o f I s a i a h .

I

I ,^1* "How is the faithful city become a harlot I she that was full of^sticel righteousness lodged in ner, but now murderers.'"
I Will Israel follow the way of repentance, free grace, sind obedience,
hich has Just been described in verses 15-20? Perhaps some would, but
pt all5 hence the beginning of an elegy or lamentation with verse 21, in
fie form of a comparison of the present state of Jerusalem with her for-er state. Figuratively speaking she was formerly a faithful wife, probably
fie reference being to the time of David in particular, 2 ^am. 8:15, an^
p the later time of the administration of Justice under Jehosaphat, whenle was true to her marriage alliance", her covenant relation to Jehovah,
it now she has become a harlot unfaithful to Jehovah, gone whoring after
iher gods. Lamentation 1:8-9. 'They failed to heed the warning of Lx.
1.15. It is not merely gross idolatry, however, that makes the ^hurchI God a harlot, but the defection of the heart, however this may at
iy time express itself; for which reason Jesus also could call the gen-fation of his time an adulterous generation, in spite of the strict
rship of Jehovah carried on in Pharisaic Spirit."20 Formerly righteous-
jss - the state of him who is such as he ought to be" - lodged in her,
fore-glimpse of 2 Pet. 3:13, but now the opposite, murders. I John 3:15.

22."Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water."
ff pie figure is changed from "adultery" to that of "adulteration", to
scribe further their moral weakness and degeneration, probltbly referring
h -
; . A l e x a n d e r .

D e l i t z s c h .
V I b i d .
. I b i d .
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▶ t h e r u l e r s w h o p e r v e r t e d j u s t i c e a n d t u r n e d a s i d e f r o m r i g h t e o u s n e s s .
»e Hosea 4:18. Their character has become debased, their strength im-
L i r e d .

23. "Thy princes ar^ rebellious, and companions of thieves; every
^ l ove th "b r ibes , and fo l i owe th a r te r rewards : t hey "Tuc lge no t t he fa the r -
t s s , n e i t h e r d o t h t h e c a u s e o r t h e w i d o w c o m e u n t o u h e m . " «

The figurat ive language of the two previous verses prepares for the
. tera l speech of th is verse. Note in 2 Chron. 24:17-21 the pr inces* re-
illion against God. The corruption of the nation is not surprising when
;s pr inces rebel against God and are unjust to the i r fe l lowmen. Instead

suppress ing v io la t ion o f the law, as was the du ty o f the i r o ffice .
Ley become par takers wi th the cr imina ls in the i r s in . Instead of seek-
.g to suppress evil, they sought to do evil themselves for material gain,
cah 7:3. Since the orphans and widows were unable to give bribes the
lers had no interest in hearing their cause. They heeded not the com-
n d o f E x . 2 3 : 8 .

24. "Therefore saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, the mighty One of
rael. Ah, i will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me or S!ne~^ne-
e s . _ _ _ ■ — " ' — — •

After comparing Israel as it is with what it has been (vs. 21-23),
e prophet beginning with verse 24 looks to the future to show what Israel

25* this description of the general corruption the Prophetw adds a promise of purgation, which is at the same time a threatening
sorer judgments, as the appointed means by which the church was to be

stored to her original condition (vs. 24-31). — In this verse the
struction of God's enemies is represented as a necessary satisfaction
his justice. Salvation through judgment is stil l and ever the

Ly means of improving and preserving the congregation that takes its
Jerusalem. iherefore ehovah seeks to satisfy the demands of3 holiness, and to sift Jerusalem through judical dealing. -- Th© irre-

the si f t ing judgment is sealed with three namesLch indicate the irresistible omnipotence of God."22 The enemies here
rerred to are Jews, not foreigners. (Ezek. 5:13)

25. I will t^n my hand upon thee, and thoroughtly purge awav
I d r o s s , w T i r ^ t a l E i r a i a y ^ m ' T E F ' t l n T ^ ^ ^ ^

d 2ech. 13:7-9, ; Mai. 3:3; Matt . 3:12) God's hand is-d to be at rest when He leaves a person* s actions or condition alone,
/When he makes them the object of his attention he is said to turn his
I * his turning of the hand may be either in wrath or in love, in
ipient or in mercy, or it may mean the combination, fhe figure of versediffer as to the interpretation. Ohe says
me^s the turning of his hand not in mercy, but in judgment. (Cambridge•le) Another says it is not in wrath, but in grace (Zech. 13:7) upon
e, as verse 26, 27 show; contrasted with the enemies of whom he will

I vs. 24), that the dross and tin mean "not thy sins, but
^-29): enemies (vs. 24) degenerate princes in-mingled with the elect remnant of grace."23 "Here the reference is to

ling towards erusalem, in which punishment and salvation are combined -

A l e x a n d e r .
D e l i t z s c h .
P a u s s e t .
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I t h e m e a n s , s a l v a t i o n a s t h e e n d . • ' e h o v a h ^ s i n t e r v e n t i o n
smelting which will sweep away, not Jerusalem, but the. there. 24 "The adulterated silver must be purified by
i t s impure a r t i c les . "25 The d ross and t i n a re taken

ious ore is refined in the fires of judgment. Judgment
cer ta in cond i t ions must be pun i t i ve . Judgment , however,
o f t h e w o r d i s g o v e r n m e n t b a s e d u p o n r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a n d' i n j u s t i c e . " 2 6

26. And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy cou
as &% the"l)eglnnlng; afterward thou'^alt'Te' called tlie cTty"^

r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a r a i t h f u l t o w n , ' • —

c o u n s e l -

j ^ere Jehovah promises to restore that which is pictured as lost in/e rse 21 , name ly, j us t i ce , fa i th fu lness , r i gh teousness . As a means o f
e f f e c t i n g t h i s r e s t o r a t i o n t h e w i c k e d r u l e r s o f t h e s t a t e w o u l d b e r eplaced by righteous rulers, men such as Israel had knov/n in the best days
|>f the kingdom, ^ood public officials are the gift of God, and the
leans used by him for the establishment of that r ighteousness which ex-
i i l t e t h a n a t i o n .

27. "Zion shall be redeemed with justice, and her converts with right-
o u s n e s s . " — . . _ a = _

^ Here is a glorious promise to the church and those who return to hern true repentance, namely, redempticn, a gift of grace, from Jehovah who
eveals Himself in justice and righteousness. (Is. 5:16; 42:21; i^om. 3:26)
ifhe verse means that the very same events by wiich the divine justice
As to manifest itself in the destruction of the wicked, should be the
tcasion and the means of deliverance to Zion or the true people of God."27
be idea of the righteousness of God as here set forth is more fully
pveloped in the New Testament. "In front there is the fire of the law,
^h ind , there i s the l i gh t o f the gospe l . Beh ind the wra th i s h idden
Pve, as the ultimate motive-power, like the sun behind the clouds. Zion,s far as it is truly Zion and is becoming Zion, is redeemed; only the
jigodly are destroyed, but these without mercy, as is added in verse 28.

28. "]^t the destruction of transgressors and sinners shall be to-
'ther, and they that forsake Jehovah ^all be consumed." ——— — —

} Here is stated a prediction similar to the one with which Isaiahioses his whole prophecy (66:24), namely, that the wicked will be des-,
joyed. They are transgressors, sinners, those who forsake Jehovah. This1st phrase is especially appropriate in reference to idolatry. See I
h g s 9 : 6 - 0 a n d Z e p h . 1 : 4 - 6 .

L 29. "For they shall be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired,P yo shall be coniroundeB^for the gardens that ye have chosen."

j Oaks and gardens in this connection immediately suggest scenes of
Olatry and nature-worship. Is. 57:5 margin. Is. 65:3, Ezek. 6:13. Such
a was committed by King Ahaz ( I I Kings 16:4). The idolaters shal l be
bamed, realizing the impotence of all their idols (Isaiah 45:16).

k D e l i t z s c h .
[ • A lexander.

Campbel l Morgan.
) A l e x a n d e r •
\ Delitzsch.
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30» '*For yo sbia-H be aa an oak whose leaf fadeth^ and as a garden
l a t h a t h n o w a U e r » " " " — —

The idolators themselves are compared to their objects of worship,
)t as prosperous, but as perishing or perished; not as fruitful, but
ided, not as refreshed, but as dried up. People easily become like the>ds they worship (Ps. 135:18). The faded leaf and unwatered garden
•e easi ly inf lammable, readi ly consumed.

31. 'And the strong shall be as tow, and his work as a spark; and
shall DOth burn together, and none shall quench them."***

The strong may mean the powerful wicked rulers, and his work the
Lolatrous images he has made. Tow is the coarse and broken part of
.ax, easily inflammable, i'he figure of speech then represents the idol1 being the cause of the destruction of the idolater, both burning te
ther in unquenchable fire. 'J-'his final threat of the destruction of
e wicked presents a fearful picture of sudden and complete ruin with
one to deliver them. Mai. 4:1, Matt. 3:12, ^ev. 14:10, 11.

_ The prediction of verses 24-31 according to Matthew ^enry is appli-
u?' r^T blessed work of reformation, which was wrought in Heze-ah s time, after the abominable corruptions of the reign of Ahaz. Then

od men came to be preferred, and the faces of the wicked were filled
th shame. 2. To their return out of their captivity in Babylon, which
d thoroughly cured them of idolatry. 3. To the Gospel-Kingdom, and the
uring out of the Spirit by which the iJew Testament Church should bede a New Jerusalem, a city of righteousness. 4. To the second coming
Christ, when he shall thoroughly purge his floor, his field, shallther the wheat into his barns, unto his garner, and burn the chaff,

e t a r e s , w i t h u n q u e n c h a b l e fi r e . "

s t r i n a l a n d P r a c t i c a l :

1. Names of God: (1) Jehovah, expresses "the covenant promise of the
7ine presence, both at the Immediate time and in the Messianic Age of
3 future. (2) Holy One of Israel (See note on verse 4) signifies (a)
Ls transcendance, -his separateness above all other beings. His alone-
3s as compared to other fiods. (b) His peculiar relation to His people
?ael unto whom He separated Himself, as Se did not unto other nations."' Jehov^ of Hosts. (See note on verse 9). "It is probable that the
:le Is intended to.include all created agencies and beings, of which
lovah is m^er and leader." (4) Lord, "emphasizes His sovereignty (Ps.
t; Is. 7:7) and corresponds closely to Kurios of the N.T." (5) Mighty) of Isr^. (Gen 49:24; Ps. 132:2,5; Is. 1:24; 49:26; 60:16.) £ix-
>sses "the assurance of the Divine strength in behalf of the oppressed
Israel (Is. 1:24), or in behalf of Israel against his oppressors."29

2. Sin ^ a Burden: Prominence of sin in chapter one. Ingratitude,
» e l l i o n , i d o l a t r y, h y p o c r i s y.

(1) Sin a burden unto God - verse 14.
(2) Sin a burden unto man - Matt. 11:28.
(3) Sin a burden unto Jesus - Is. 53:6(b); I Peter 2:24.

hold, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29.

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.



3 . G l o r i o u s G r a c e s
^ t h e e l e c t i o n o f g r a c e .

(2) Reasoning - vs, 18 - Grace greater than all of man»s sin.
J a m e s 4 : 6 .

'̂ verffs?? "xitus^aLSr®' on Repentance -
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Chaps, 2, 3, 4, Zion Preeminent, Polluted, Punished, Purified.

These three chapters contain the second sermon or prophecy of Isaiah.
: deals with the future glory of Zion under the reign of the Messiah, and
r the present sins of Judah and their consequences, showing that iGrod*s
)ople must pass through judgment to glory.

After the title or introduction of Chap. 2:1, similar to 1:1, Zion
i first presented in its future glory as Preeminent, in the prophecy of
le Mountain of Jehovah's house. Zion or the church of God is conspicu-
is among the nations, and there shall be the pouring of the nations un-
> it for the purpose of receiving Instruction in the true religion, and
I a result there shal l be peace among the nations, 2:2-4. These verses
. t h s l i g h t v a r i a t i o n s a r e a l s o f o u n d i n M i c a h 4 : 1 - 3 . I t i s u n c e r t a i n
1 to the relation of these two passages, whether one quoted from the
iher, or both from an earlier writer, or neither. One explanation islat Isaiah selected the passage, under the inspiration of the Holy
)irlt, from iviicah as a text for this sermon. Immediately following this
• s i o n o f t h e i d e a l Z i o n , t h e p r o p h e t c o m e s d o w n t o t h e r e a l c o n d i t i o n

Judah urging upon it a godly walk {vs. 5) pointing out in the remain-
tr of Chapter 2 her pollutiun and consequent punishment. Such sins as
. l iance with foreign nations indulging in their evi l pract ices, trust-
Lg in material wealth and power, and outri^t idolatry are mentioned
. verses 6-8. In the remainder of th is chapter is descr ibed the con-
quences o f these great s ins ; in genera l humi l ia t ion to the gu i l ty ones,
l ie Jehovah wil l be exalted, verses 9-11. In particular certain exalted
jects will be brought low while Jehovah will be exalted, '-^he day of
hovah i s fo re to ld and descr ibed , ve rses 12-17 . Ido ls and ido la t ry
•st pass away, while the wicked f lee from the terror of Jehovah, 16-21.
t on ly confidence in ido ls , bu t even confidence in man is fo l l y, vs . 22 .

Chapter three, continues the same theme of Judah's sins, with special
phas is upon the i r e f fec ts . Jehovah wi l l take away f rom them the i r
cessary support (verse 1). Public men are to be removed, resulting in
a r c h y , a n d t h e r e a s o n s a r e s e t f o r t h a s t h e e f f e c t o f s i n , p a r t i c u l a r l y
e wickedness of Judah's ru lers , verses 2-15. P 'o l lowing th is denuncia-
on of the wicked rulers is a denunciat ion of the pr ide and luxury of the
nton women, verses 16 ' ! '4 :1 .

Chapter 4:2-6 presents the second great Messianic prophecy of Isaiah,
at of the Branch of Jehovah, br inging into v iew again the future g lory

the church as Zion purified. "The prophecy of the Branch of Jehovah
Isaiah 4:2-6 is a counterpar t o f that o f chap. 2:2-4. The one opens,

e o t h e r c l o s e s , t h e a p p e a l t o t h e h o u s e o f J a c o b . T h e o n e p r e s e n t s a n
t w a r d h i s t o r i c a l p i c t u r e , t h e o t h e r a n i n n e r v i e w o f t h e r e d e m p t i o n o f
e true Israel. The one should be compared with the parable of the mus-
rd seed, the o ther w i th the parab le o f the leaven. (Mat t . 13^31-33)"1

t h e c l i m a x o f t h i s s e c o n d s e r m o n o f I s a i a h fi r s t t h e r e s e e m s t o b e
e s e n t e d t h e p e r s o n t h r o u g h w h o m Z i o n w i l l a t t a i n i t s g l o r i o u s s t a t e ,
e fi g u r a t i v e l a n g u a g e b e i n g s u g g e s t i v e o f b o t h t h e d i v i n e a n d h u m a n
ture o f Chr is t (verse 2) . The peop le o f Z ion are to be pur ified th rough
e p o w e r o f t h e S p i r i t o f G o d , v e r s e s 3 - 4 . T h e D i v i n e P r e s e n c e i s t o b e
n i f e s t e d , g l o r i f y i n g t h e c h u r c h , v e r s e 5 , a n d t h e D i v i n e P r o t e c t i o n i s
o m i s e d , v e r s e 6 .

"B ib l ica l Hermeneat ics" p . 330
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piere are striking resemblances between this sermon and the one re-chapter one. Each puts strong emphasis upon the fact of sinId its consequences, and that the way of Israel must be through judg-
5nt to glory; each looks through the sin and misery of the present to
^Zion redeemed through Jehovah, mighty to save; each sees the salvation. the remnant to the glory of His Grace.

Chap. 2.1. The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning
i c i a h a n d J e r u s a l e m l T

This title is similar to 1:1, Seeing the word is an expression used
'equently in the prophets, the idea expressed by vision and word being
.mil^, he term here used for wordi^ denotes a "command, a promise, aictrine, an oracle, a revelation, a message." See I Sam. 3:1.

Verses 2-4. "Let us now inquire after the essential content and the
irresponding essential prophetic thoughts of this passage. Beyond ques-
? o b ! ^ ^ o u S t a i n ( i n c l u d i n g S o n )to be exalted ^to prominence above all other hills; (2) Jerusalem will

revelation; (3) there wil l be a confluence of all(4) imiversal peace is to be effected by divine judgmentong the nations, ihese essential contents furnish a clear prediction
t ion facts, which are fu lfi l led in the or ig in and propa-tion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They may be thus formulated: (1)
ruslem occupies a conspicuous historical, geographical, and religious
f P the origin and development of th<|^gdom of God on earth;
L u ^ republication and enlargement of the law and word of
hov^, having issued from Jerusalem as a geographical and historical

Jv, ® 24:47); (3) the nations will acknowledge andcept the truths ^^d excellencies of this new and higher revelation; (4)
f h n H ^ u n i v e r s a l p e a c e a m o n g t h e n a t i o n s . B y t h i sthod of interpretation we show due regard to the language and thought
the writer, avoid the unnatural extremes of literalism, allow no fanci-

! + » o b t a i n a r e s u l t w h i c h i s a t o n c e s i m p l e , c l e a r ,
exposit ion, and confirmed by manifested New

2. ^ steU come ^ pass in the latter days, that the mountain
ehovah s Tiouse shaii be establisEed on the top or the moiSFains, and

tn be exalted aboyTThe hills; and~air"na^ons~3EairTldw unto

I days" refers to the future in general as in Gen. 49:1Deut. 4.30. It is used frequently in the prophets to refer particu-
ly to the times of the Messiah, and in the New Testament to the Christ-i dispensation, I Pet. 1:20; I John 2:18; Heb. 1:18. The preeminence

recognized by all the nations. Is. 27:13;66:20; Ps. 22:27; Ps. 86:9; Rev. 11:15.

3. '1^ many peoples shall jjo and say. Come ye. and let us so un
^ mountain of oehovah. Jo house of TEe~goa oT~?^c55:~in'g~rig^Bii n' C h u s o f h i s W 8 . V S • f i n d W A 1 1 u w o l l r 4 V * V >■? a J . ' _

. . L i r i ■ « l r t - . T — . V ^ , C U X t X J . C 3 L i L I t J I J

^ mountain of ehovah. housTTf thTcCT oir?a'53B;~inT"lS
^ ^ ^ ^ w ^ w a j y T n - ^ F p a ^ S ^ T To r - ^ o F - Z i o Hii E2. ^rth the law, anH^tHi^ord of^ehovah from TerusalemT"

I b i d . p p . 3 2 9 - 3 3 0 .
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vision of Isaiah is being revealed. See Is.
n L 60:3-6. -ihe desire of the many peoples shall be instructionn the true religion, ihis is shown in their determination to seek it
na to follow its teachings. Their destination is Zion. Prom Zion -
pusalem will go forth the law, that is, instruction regarding the ques-Lons has to ask at God; and the word of Jehovah, is that bv ^ich
tie world was created and by which it is spiritually transformed. --
lis was fulfilled at the ■t'east of Pentecost when the first 'fruits of
le Church of Christ proclaimed the law of Zion, that is, the gospel in
L I t h e l a n g u a g e s o f t h e w o r l d . ®

4. ^ will judge between the nations, and will - decide concern-
many peoples; and th^ sball beat their swords into plow shared and"into pruhTSg^hooEirr SitTon-sEaini^F-lTIT'up sword

itlon, neither shall they learn war any more."" —— —^ _ _isi

4.U teacher of verse three is the one who arbitrates in verse four.th the result that men will convert their weapons of warfare into im-
Lements for fuming. if?hen e shall be the teacher, the lesson of peace
.11 be learned, ihis condition of universal peace is far from fulfil-

Alex^der points out, "The event is suspended on a previous>ndition, namely the confluence of the nations to the church, which has
t^en place. The most effective agent for peace in the world is

c g o s p e l a n d t h e m i s s i o n a r y o f t h e c r o s s . S e e I s a i a hP s . y 2 s 3 — 7 .

5. "O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of Jehovah."
(I John 1:5,7) Following the vision of the futiare glory of Zion is

le practical exhortation of the prophet to sinful Judah of his times
walk in a manner worthy of such a destiny. "The summons, *Come and

walk*, is the echo of the summons, ?Come and let us go up' of verse
o . f ? ® c h i l d r e n o f l i g h t " , E p h . 5 : 8 . L i g h t i n.e Bible frequently refers to the Scripture and to Christ himself. Ps.

9:105; Acts 26:23; I I Cor. 4 :4 ; John 8:12.

6. "For tl^ hast forsaken thy, people the house of Jacob, because thev
e fi l led wi th customs f rom the easL, ^d are soothsavf t ra i iVa i -
^ i n e s . r i t h t h e c h i l d r e n o r f o r e i g n e r s .

Jehovah is addressed as having forsaken Judah because of their sins
2 l3.ere listed. They had forsaken Jehovah and he had forsaken them,at. 31:16-17. In particular, in intercouse with heathen nations they

11 into their superstitious practices, such as soothsaying. See Is. 8:19.
te the sin of Saul, I Chron. 10:13, and Philistine soothsaying, I Sam.
2, and II Kings 1:2. Also they join hands with foreigners in foreign
liances. Solomon had done it in marriages, I Kings 11:1-2. Ahaz did
for pol i t ical reasons, I I Kings 16:7.

7. "And their land is full of silver and gold, neither is there any
I 2l their treasures; "BEeTFTaSg also is"Tull^ horses, n'^ther is there
I e n d o f m e l r c h a r i o t s . "

D e l i t z s c h
I b i d .
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This increase in weal th cmd mi l i tary s t rength, both probably be ing
e c u r e d t h r o u g h f o r e i g n i n t e r c o u r s e , w a s i n v i o l a t i o n o f t h e c o m m a n d o f
BUt. 31:16-17, Solomon had been guilty of these sins, I Kings 10:21-27.
kieir tendency was to cause the people to put confidence in their own
ea l th and s t reng th ra the r than in God . I s . 31 :1 ; Ps . 20 :7 . Horses
Bre not only used for mil i tary purposes but had also been used in idol-
b r o u s p r a c t i c e s . I I K i n g s 2 3 : 11 .

8. "Their land also ^11 of idols; they worship the work of their
^ hands~that which theTr own fingers have madeT^

For idolatry in ^zziah*s reign, see II Kings 15:4, in Jotham*s reign,
C Kings 15:35, and particularly in the reign of Ahaz, II Chron. 28:2-4,
5-25. ihe word "idols" in this verse means "non-entities", "gods which
3t are no gods," Jer. 2:11; "for we know that an idol is nothing in the
) r ld , I Cor. 8 :4 . They worsh ipped the works o f the i r own hands "as i flat could be a god to thou, which was not only a creature, but their
feature, and that which their own fancies had devised, and their own
Lngers had made."o See Ps. 115:4-8. "The nation whose God will one
ly become the desire and salvation of all nations had exchanged Him forle idols of the nations, and vied with them in the appropriation of
)athen religii^on and practice."®

9. "And the mean man is bowed down, and the
▶w : t h e r e To r e ^ o r g i v e T H e m ^ n o T T " man i s b rough t

here the -t^rophet passes from the sin to its punishment, or rather,
mltaneously alludes to both, the verbs in the first clause being natur-

voluntary humiliation in sin as to compulsoryimiliation in punishment, while the verb in the last clause would sug-
ist, of course, to a Jewish reader the two fold idea of pardoning and
rting up. They who bowed themselves to idols should be bowed down bye mi^ty hand of God, instead of being raised up from their wilful
If-abasement by the pardon of their sins."" Matthew tienry thinks thate prayer therefore forgive them not" amounts to a threatening, and that
refers not to individuals many of ^om repented and were pardoned, but

the nation against whom God's righteons judgment had been
i n h J ' s v e r s e d . O n e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s l a s t c l a u s e ,^ ® 4.? form of the verb allows, is that it expresses "not so much® ^ c . e r t a i n t y o f t h e e v e n t , a r i s i n g f r o m t h e
ghteousness of God. 8 In line with this interpretation is an old para-
a m ^ " t h e i r s i n , t h a t t h o u L o r d w i l t n o t p a r d o ne m . S e e I J o h n 5 : 1 6 .

■ r o c k , a n d h i d e t h e e i n t h e d u s t , f r o m b e f o r e t h eof Jehovah, an^ from the glory of his malestv. " —— ——.
^ of rocks and caves, the latter a common hiding

h Israel when oppressed by Midian and when attacked by
lA ^aken refuge in caves. Judges 6:2; I Sam. 13:6; 14:11,le nation that was supposed to be a glorious one shall and must creep
ly ^d hide itself ignominiously, when the glory of God which it had
LS-iet'jer! 1^10 true glory, is judicially manifested. "9 Rev.
Matthew Henry Commentary
D e l i t z s c h .
A l e x a n d e r .

8 . A l e x a n d e r .
9 . D e l i t z s c h .
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SSS. shall ^ broTight low, and the hauahtln-^ ̂ySgS shall be bowed̂own, and «'êvah aione''sEalTTe~exaH:ea In
"fd the pride of man shall be brought low, Jer.

« V , ^ ® e l f t o b e e x a l t e d . I s . 5 : 1 6 , J e r . 9 : 8 4 , I nle day of Jehovah here announced, and described more fully in verses
» " " i f m

12. For there shall be a day of Jehovah of hosts uoon all that is
^-SaugK^ ^^pon airThag TsTmeH-upTlind-Tr-sEaTl-Teo u g n t l o w 3 — — . — — - _

hath a day"that is "an appointed time for the
n i r e s t a t i o n o f h i s p o w e r e " * ^ * ^

The *Day of Jehovah* in the prophetical, writings, is conceived of,
metimes more generally, as denoting any great manifestation of God's
wer in jud^nt or salvation(e.g. the locusts in Joel 2), sometimes
re eschatologically, of the final crisis in the history of God's king-

^ overthrow of all opposition, and the complete triumph
righteousness (e.g. Is. 2:2-5; Joel 3; Amos 9:llff; Zech 14, etc.).

L u n c o n n e c t e d ; t h e o n e i s t h e p r e l u d e , o r a n t i c i p a -ry stage of the other. (1) Relation to Israel. The 'Day' is in its
imary aspect a day of judgment Us. 2:12); not however, to be thought

only on the adversaries of J-srael (Amos 5:18ff).pael itself would be the first to experience the strokes of the Divine
astisement: You only have I known of all the families of the earth;
srefore I will visit upon you all your iniquities" (Amos 3:2). God's
igments on Israel, while retributive, were also purifying and sifting;remnant would remain, who would be the seed of a holier community (Is. 6:13;

959; Zejh. 3:13,20, etc.) — (2) To the nations, iff wider scope is3 relation of the 'Day' to the gentile world, i.-he nations are used as
3 instruments of God s judgments on j-srael (Assyrians, Chaldaeans.
?sians; but they, too, would in turn be judged by Jehovah (cf. the
)phecies against the nations in Isa. Jer. E25ek. Nahum, Hab. etc.). The

a p p o a r i n e v e r y p r o p h e t , t h a t
e^ant of the heathen would also turn to Jehovah, and be rescued from) judgments, (Zech. 14:16). More generally an extension of the Aing-
1 of God would take place till the earth was filled with God's glory
g . w i t h M i c a h 4 : 1 - 5 ; I s . 4 2 : 4 ; 6 0 ; 6 6 : 3 - 6 ; ) — a n d p r o -
icj closes with the annoimcement of Jehovah's messenger, by whom.s great and terrible day of Jehovah is to be brou^t in (Mai. 4)."12

3i£2S aU ^ cedars o f Lebanon, that are h igh and l i f ted up.i u p o n a l l t h e o a k i ^ o T ^ a a h a n , " ^

Not on^ will the judgment of God fall upon man, but also upon the
"by objects in nature in which man takes pride and confidence. Specific^ ? noblest of the forest trees are the cediars of Lebanon,
the oaks of Bashani There may be a reference here to the truth fre-

ntly expressed in scripture that nature must suffer from the curse ofas well as man. Some interpreters take the cedars suid oaks here as
ures for the princes and nobis of the land whose pride would be brought low,

Revided Version, margin.
A l e x a n d e r •
James Orr in In ternat ional Standard Bib le Encycl . , p . 977.
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1 4 - " A n d u p o n a l l t h e h i g h m o u n t a i n s , a n d u p o n a l l t h e h i l l s t h a t
> e l i f t e d - u p , - " ^ ^

C o n t i n u i n g t h e t h o u g h t o f j u d g m e n t u p o n l o f t y o b j e c t s o f n a t i o n a l
» i d e a n d d e l i g h t , m o u n t a i n s a n d h i l l s a r e m e n t i o n e d , w h i c h w e r e s c e n e s' i d o l a t r o u s p r a c t i c e s i n J u d a h .

15, "And upon ever; t o w e r , a n d u p o n f o r t i fi e d w a l l , "

^zz iah and Jo tham had bu i l t ex tens ive fo r t i fica t ions in Jerusa lem
i d J u d a h . I I C h r o n . 2 6 : 9 - 1 0 ; 2 7 : 3 - 4 . T h a t w h i c h i s e x a l t e d i n t h e w o r l d* n a t u r e i s f o l l o w e d b y t h e o b j e c t s o f p r i d e a n d g l o r y m a d e b y m a n .
f o r k s o f h u m a n a r t a r e l a s t m e n t i o n e d a s b e i n g n e a r e r t o t h e s i n f u l
'ide of man which is the ultimate cause of the judgment."13

16. "And upon al l the ships of Tarshish, and upon al l pleasant imager:

Ta rsh i sh i s supposed by some to have been a Phoen ic ian se t t l emen t
L s o u t h w e s t S p a i n . S h i p s o f Ta r s h i s h e v i d e n t l y h a d r e f e r e n c e t o t h e
i rges t merchan t sh ips . I K ings 10 :22 ; Rev. 18 :17 -19 . "A l l p leasan t
lagery" i s a lso t rans la ted , "p ic tu res o f des i re" . See Numbers 33 :52 .
l e Vu l g a t e t r a n s l a t i o n i s " A l l t h a t i s b e a u t i f u l t o t h e s i g h t . " T h i s
ty be "a general expression for such lofty and in5)osing objects as had
L s t b e e n e n u m e r a t e d - c e d a r s , o a k s , m o u n t a i n s , h i l l s , t o w e r s , w a l l s .
L ips , and i n sho r t , a l l a t t rac t i ve and i ^a jes t i c ob jec ts . "14

17. "And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughti-
i s s o f i ^ n s h a l l b e b r o u g h t * ~ I o w ; a n d J e h o v a h a l o n e s h a l T T Te e x a l t e d i n
i H

S e e v e r s e 11 . R e p e t i t i o n h e r e f o r e m p h a s i s .

18 . "And the ido ls sha l l u t te r ly pass away. "

T h i s w a s l i t e r a l l y f u l fi l l e d i n t h e h i s t o r y o f I s r a e l f o l l o w i n g t h e
b y l o n i a n c a p t i v i t y . S e e : a l s o R o s e a 1 3 : 8 , a n d Z e c h . 1 3 : 2 . T h i s i s a n
l e v i t a b l e c o n s e q u e n c e w h e n J e h o v a h a l o n e i s e x a l t e d .

19. "^d men shal l go into the caves of the rocks, and into the
l e a o f t h e e a r t h , f r o m o e f o r e t h e t e r r o r o f o e h o v a h , a n d f r o m t h e
ory £? his majesty, when he'l^risetli to shake mightfly the earth."

As the previ / )us verse te l ls what wi l l become of the idols, th is verse
i l l s w h a t w i l l b e c o m e o f t h e i d o l a t e r s . T h e y w i l l fl e e t o t h e c a v e s a n d
l i e s o f t h e e a r t h i n a n a t t e m p t t o e s c a p e t h e p r e s e n c e o f J e h o v a h f o r
L d g m e n t . J e h o v a h a r i s i n g t o s h a k e m i g h t i l y t h e e a r t h i s a fi g u r e f o r
le terr ib le and universal judgments He wi l l cause to fa l l on the ear th,
[ a g . 2 : 6 , 7 ; H e b . 1 2 : 2 6 . )

"l^ "btiafe day men shall cast away their idols of silver, and thei^^ols of gold, which^ave been made for them to worship, to the moTes'^ann^
I t h e " T a t s ; " ^

i . C a m b r i d g e B i b l e , p . 2 2
: . A l e x a n d e r .
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I This further explains verse IB. The idol-worshippers, convinced byGod*s judicial manifestation that their idols are non-entit ies, and fur
ious over their unfortunate deception, will throw away with imprecations
/their gold and silver images which artist hands made to their order,thrust them like smuggled goods in bat-holes and mole-heaps to hide them
from the eyes of the Judge, that, after casting away the useless burden
that would condemn them, they may then betake themselves to flight."15

! 21. "To go into the caverns q^f the rocks, and into the clefts of the
yagged rocks, rrom before"^he terror of Jehovah, and from^he glory of
h is majesty, when he ar lseth to shake might i ly the ear th."

Th is is s imi lar to the re f ra in in verses 10 and 19. How foo l ish and
jfutile is man's attempt to escape from the presence and power of Jehovahof hostsl i/iniat a vivid picture of the terrors of the final judgmentl
fn that great and terrible day of Jehovah, not only the presence of God,
but also that which is as equally impossible for the impenitent sinner
10 face, namely, the wrath of the Lamb, will so reveal and condemn the
objects of Divine wrath, that they will "say to the mountains and to
p h e r o c k s . P a l l o n u s a n d h i d e u s f r o m t h e f a c e o f h i m t h a t s i t t e t h o n
phe throne, and from the wrath of the Lanb: for the great day of their
h * a t h i s c o m e ; a n d w h o i s a b l e t o s t a n d ? " S e e R e v. 6 : 1 2 - 1 7 .

j 22. "Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils; for wherein
j £ ^ a - c c o u n t e d o f T " * " — _ _

Not only must confidence iniiols cease (see above vs.), but also con-
idence in man, even the great man, who is frail and mortal. Is. 40:15,
7 ; J a s . 4 : 1 4 ; f s . 1 4 6 : 3 - 5 h a s a s i m i l a r e x h o r t a t i o n a s t h i s v e r s e .
I
!

I

i Chap. 3. See analysis at beginning of chap. 2.
^ 3:1. "For, behold, the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, doth take away from
a r u s a l e m a n d f r o m J u d a h s t a y a n d s t a f f , t K e w h o l e s t a y o f b r e a d , a n d t h e
t i o l e s t a y ' T T w a t e r T ^

! Continuing the subject of the last part of chapter 2, namely the
ffects of Judah's sins, this verse predicts that the Lord will take away
^om them a l l k inds of suppor t , ment ion ing in par t icu lar firs t bread and
i ter. As is common in Isa iah, Jehovah of hosts is referred to as the
|>urce of judgments. (See 1:24, 2:12, etc.) Bread is considered the>aff of life. The removal of bread and water means famine, and this
edict ion was actual ly fu lfi l led when the Chaldeans took Jerusalem under
)buchadnezzar, II Kings 25:4; Jer. 52:6, and again when the Romans des-
• o y e d J e r u s a l e m u n d e r T i t u s . We . a r e t o l d t h a t i n e a c h c a s e t h e f a m i n e
n d i t i o n s w e r e s o t e r r i b l e t h a t w o m e n d e v o u r e d t h e i r o w n c h i l d r e n .

2 « n d g h t y m a n , a n d t h e m a n o f w a r ; t h e j u d g e , a n d t h e o r o o h e t .
d ^ d l T T n e r , a n d " 1 5 e e H e f T " —

Also the great men of the state will be taken away. This, too, was
Ifilled in the time of Nebuchadnezzar. II Kings 24:14-16. Enumerating

par t i cu la r, the re a re the mi l i ta ry men, the hero and the so ld ie r ; a l so

. D e l i t z s c h .
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e civil and religious leaders, the judge^the representative of justice,
e p r o p h e t w h o i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e d i v i n e r o r s o o t h s a y e r , a n d t h e
der o r o ld man whose adv ice was h igh ly rega rded .

3. "The ca jpt^n of fi f ty, and the honorable man, and the counsel lor,
d the exper t ^ t lficer, and the sk i l fu l enchanter. "

N o t o n l y m i l i t a r y l e a d e r s w i l l b e t a k e n f r o m J u d a h b u t a l s o t h o s e
p e r t i n m e c h a n i c a l a n d m a g i c a l a r t s . C a p t a i n o f fi f t y p r o b a b l y m e a n s

a r m y o f fi c e r ; h o n o r a b l e m a n , l i t e r a l l y m e a n s a m a n e m i n e n t i n c o u n -
n a n c e , s e e I I K i n g s 5 : 1 ; c o u n s e l l o r , a p u b l i c o f fi c i a l ; i t i s a q u e s r
o n w h e t h e r e x p e r t a r t i fi c e r r e f e r s t o m e c h a n i c a l o r m a g i c a l a r t . S k l l -
1 enchan te r i s t rans la ted in the Vu lga te "sk i l l ed in wh isper ing . "

4. "And I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall
Li over them.*"

This probably means children in character, and not in age. The R.
margin reads the last clause, "with childishness shall they rule oversm." Another translation is and outrage shall rule over them."16 A

7ernment by weaklings means a distressed people. See Eccles. 10:16.

5. "And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and
one by his nel^borT iEEe child shall behave hims^f proudly against

3 o l d m a n , a n d t h e b a s e a g a I n ' 3 F ^ e ' ' ' E o n o r a b l e . " ^

Misgovernment will be followed by anarchy, mutual oppression, and
a r e s p e c t f o r a g e a n d r a n k . M i c a h 7 : 3 - 6 . " M a n b e c o m e s a w o l f t o m a n .
Jkedness receives the stamp of the law. The guest and the host are
danger from each other, The command of Lev. 19:32 will be disobeyed,
when Elisha was mocked by the children, I^ Kings 2:23, and David cursed
Shimei, II Sam. 16:5-9. The most striking example of this sin was

m they spat upon Jesus and mocked Him, Matt. 26:67; 27:28-30.

6. "When a man shall take hold of his brother in the house of his
s a y i n g . T h o u h a s t c l o t h i n g , B e t h o u o u r r u l e r , a n d l e t t B Ts r u i n

u n d e r ^ h y h a n ^ T "

Such will be the anarchy and distress that "the government goes a
5ging. 17 In the crying need for rulers, one who is supposed to possess
mfficiency will be implored to take the public office, in the hopeLt under his leadership they would be saved out of this general wretched-
13 and anarchy. 'When the purp le of the ru ler is offered for sa le at
> market, then woe to the buyer and the.sel ler al ike."18

7. that day shall ^ lift ^ his voice, saying, I will not be a
l1^; for ^ my_house is ne i ther Bread nor c lo th ing: ye shal l not make
ruIer^oT BEe people?"

Instead of desir ing the office, as would be expected under normal
cu&stances, cond i t ions wi l l be so dep lorab le that he wi l l re fuse the
itation. I am not a physician" is the Vulgate rendering. "l am not
ficient to be a leader" is the LXX and Chaldee rendering. Extreme

C a m b r i d g e B i b l e .
Matthew ^enry Oommentary.
M i d r a s h . .
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)vepty is given as his reason for refusing the coffer, insufficient to
lintain the dignity and demands of the office. The ruler in such a
^me of distress must needs be a healer, Hebrew "a binder up**. The Sonr Man did not fail to respond gladly as Healer for fallen man. Is. 53:4

8. "^^or Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen; because their
'ngue and their doings are against «il'enovan, to provoKe "cne eyes' or s

The cause of such a condition of ruin and fall as presented in the
»ove verses is sin.^^ -Liam. 5:16. Here particularly, sin in word and in
▶ed is mentioned. The responsibility for the judgments falling upon
Tusalem and Judah is upon themselves. "The Prophet here explains his
le of the word ruin in reference to the commonwealth of Israel, by de-
.^ing that it had in fact destroyed itself by the offence which its
liguities had given to the holiness of God, here compared to the sen-tiveness of the human eye."!^ See Hzek. 8:4-6, 17, 18.

their countenance doth witness against them; and
I A T T / R A / . 1 a V l A 4 - V > ^ 4 M « 4 « > « n ™ J _ .SZ dec l a re t he i r s i n a^ oodom, t hey^h i ^ ^ i t no t . Woe un toTEe i r " sou l Ir t h e y h a v e d o n e e ^ l u n t o t h e m s e l v e s T "

^ contrast to the eyes of Hig glory manifesting perfect holinessis the bold and unashamed exposure of their sins by the people
Israel, ihe expression of their face displays their sin, and, like

.e Sodomites, Gen. 19:5-9, they make no secret of their wickedness,
ch unabashed sinning brings down woe upon the sinner. Prov. 8:36;
m . 6 : 2 3 .

10. "Say je of the righteous, that it shall be well with him; for
ey sha l l ea t the f rCT t~ f the i r do lngsT" *

This and the following verse state a universal law of Divine admin-
tration consistent with the blessing and the curse predicted in fihap.
19-20, and conta in ing in br ie f t ru th such as is s ta ted in Deut . 28.
m p a r e t h i s v e r s e w i t h D e u t . 2 8 : 1 - 1 4 .

11. "Woe unto the wicked I ^ shall be ill with him; for what his
dds have'^cTone shall be done un^o'^'^iw,"

This is the converse of verse 10. Our best commentary on this verse
Deut. 28:15-68. Note the contrasts in verses 10 and 11.

b e u n t o t h e i r s o u l I

1 2 . f o r m y p e o p l e , c h i l d r e n
^ t h e m . 0 m y p e o p l e , t h e y t h a t 1 <e way of tHy paths."

t h e i r o p p r e s s o r s , a n d w o m e n r u l e
;hee cause thee to e r r, an3 ! des t ro ;

Some think the reference here is to. Ahaz who began to reign when he
s 20 years old, among whose councillors the queen mother was prominent.
it may refer to rulers who are weaklings in character, influenced byeir harem. The second part of the verse probably refers to religious

aders - "The^way of salvation shown in the law is no more to be seen
heard; it has perished, as it were, in the preaching of the false

Dphets with their misleading doctrines."20 Or if their preaching be
l i e t h e i r , p r a c t i c e s m a y b e f a l s e a n d t h u s c o n t r a d i c t t h e i r w o r d s . W h e n

. A l e x a n d e r .

. D e l i t z s c h .
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t h e b l i n d l e a d t h e b l i n d , b o t h f a l l i n t o t h e d i t c h ( M a t t . 1 5 : 1 4 ) . S e e
a l s o M a t t # 2 3 : 1 4 , f o r f a t e o f t h o s e w h o n e i t h e r e n t e r h e a v e n t h e m s e l v e s
n o r s u f f e r o t h e r s t o e n t e r #

; _ "Jehovah standeth up to contend, ^d stsuideth to judge the peo-
^^les #

Thus God stands - Accuser and Judge and Executioner in one Person -
in the midst of the nations (Ps# 7:8)# But among the nations it is
|Israel specially, and among the Israelites it is particularly the leaderslof the poor, misguided, and neglected people against whom He stands, as
shown in verses 14, 15."21

14# "Jehovah will enter into judgment with the elders of his people,
land the princes thereof! TE Is ye that have eaten up the vineyard; the
s p o i l o f t h e p o o r - i s i n y o u r H o u s e s ; • ' .

I The second part of the verse is commonly understood to be the begin-aing of the accusation in the words of the Judge himself, which is continued into the next verse# The pronouR "Ye" is emphatic, as he directly
iccused the rulers of Israel, - "the heads of houses, families and tribes",
^d the hereditary chiefs of Israel, here and elsewhere treated as'epresentatives of the people" - of having eaten up, or burnt up the
'ineyard. The vineyard represents the people or house of Israel, a parable
^f which is found in Is, 5:1-7, its application being in verse 7# Theulers were made the keepers of the vineyard, but instead of doing so had
onsumed it# J#, P. and Brown point out that this is a "type of the
iroTOing guilt of the husbandmen in the days of Jesus Jhrist (Matt# 21:34-
' ' .

! ye that ye crush my pec^e, and grind the face of thel O o r ? s a i t n t h e i i d r d . J e h o v a h o r h o s t s , " — — — — — . . i - .

The sovereign, omnipotent Judge in this climax of his accusation of
he rulers, calls them to consider and answer regarding their extreme
ruelty, to describe which He uses some of the strongest expressions# Apecial characteristic of their cruelty was merciless oppression of the
p o r . b e e M i c a h 3 : 1 - 3 .
I
I 16-17# ^Moreover Jehovah said. Because the daughters of Zion are
9u^^, and walk with outstretched necks and wanton eyes, walking an3

asj^^ and making a tlnkXIng their TeiT; therefore^he
pd wil^smite ^th a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of"""•Oh, and Jehovah wilT lay bare their secret partsT* ——— —

Tuning from His denunciation of the wicked rulers the Accuser andage in the next^^agraph denounces the wicked women of Jerusalem (Corn-re Isaiah 32:9-® ) particularly for their pride and luxury, and pre
sets the consequent judgment# Prov# 16:18 is a good text for this para-
| a p h . ^

The daughters of Zion were proud, wanton, lovers of luxury, much like
e women of Sodom. See Ezek# 16:49-50# Therefore they must suffer
athsome disease, scabs on the crown of the head, and shameful exposure,
e E z e k # 1 6 : 3 6 - 3 7 .

I b i d
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18-23. " In tha t day the ^ord w i l l take away the beauty o f the i r
i n k l e t S j a n d t h e c a u l s ^ a n d t h e c r e s c e n t s ; t h e p e n d a n t s , a n a T E e b r a c e -
• e t s , a n d t h e m u f f l e r s ; t h e h e a d t i r e s , a n d t h e a n k l e c h a i n s . a n d t h e
a s h e s , a n d t h e p e r f u m e - b o x e s ^ a n d t h e a m u l e t s ; t h e r l n p ; s , a n d t h e n o s e -
ewels; the" fest ival robes, and"^e mant les, and"TEe shawls, and the

j f h e h a n Q - m l r r o r s , a n d t h e fi n e l i n e n , a n d t h e t u r b a n s , a n d t h e

E m p h a s i z i n g t h e i r l o v e o f o r n a m e n t t h e r e I s h e r e a l i s t o f 2 1 a r
t i c l e s o f f e m i n i n e a t t i r e w h i c h J e h o v a h w o u l d t a k e f r o m t h e w o m e n o f
ierusalem. They may be br iefly descr ibed as fo l lows;

(1) Anklets - the word from which tinkling Is derived, vs. 16.
i ( 2 ) C a u l s - R . V. M a r g i n , " n e t w o r k s " .
j (3) Crescents and (4) pendants - used by Mldlanltes, Ju. 8:26.

(5) Bracelets - R.V. Margin "chains".
(6) Mufflers - Oriental veils (7) Headtlres - also worn by

priests, Ex. 39:28, and by the bridegroom. Is. 61:10.(8) Ankle-chains - supposed to be used to regulate length of
step (9) Sashes - such as were used by brides, Jer. 2:52.(10) Perfume-boxes - "holders of scent", breath of an aroma.

(11) Amulets - derived from word meaning whisper, to work maglc-
^ly, may have been used In superstition. (12) ^Ings -signet rings worn on the finger".

(13) Nose-jewels - See Gen. 24:47.
(14) •t'estival robes - changeable suits for special occasions.

(15) Mantles - worn over the common frocks or tunic. (16)
Shawls - broad wrapping - clothes (Ruth 3:15).I (17) Satchels - probably money-bags, II Kings 5:23. (18) Hand-
mirrors - probably polished metal used for looking-glasses.
E x . 3 8 : 8 . f t

(19) Pine linen - frequently mentlorf in Scripture, Gen. 41:42:
R e v . 1 9 : 8 . ^

(20) a?urbans - common head dress In the Orient.
(^1) Veils - large covering for shoulders or head. Gen. 24:65.

this picture of haughtiness, wantonness, and luxury com-
pe the New Testament Ideal for women In I Tim. 2:9, 10, and I Pet. 3:3-6
! "And ^ shall come to pass, that Instead of sweet spices there
all ^ 3?o^enness; and instead of a girdle, a rope; and Instead of well
t hair, baldness; and Instead o7^a robe, a gTrdlng of sackcloth;*Tirand~
I I n s t e a d o f b e a u t y T " ^ - ®

There will come upon the wicked women not only disease, shameful ex-
3ure, deprivation of ornaments as mentioned in the above verses, but
50 general degradation, as described In this verse, "In the fivefold
lange-jj shame and sadness take the place of the haughty rejoicing ofi^^y* 22 Rottenness and baldness are suggestive of disease, sackcloth
mourning, and rope and branding of captivity.

25. "Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy ml^ty In the war."

j To the men of Jerusalem shall come death, and to the women mourning
I w i d o w h o o d .

D e l l t z s c h .
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26. "And her gates shall lament and mourn; and she shall be desolate
^ s i t u p o n t h e g r o u n d . ' " — —

Gates is here used figurat ively probably to represent the people who
ssembled at the ci ty gates, or as personified the place now deserted
Pies out in its distress. The desolation is further pictured by the
aughter of Zion sitting on the ground - a common posture of grief.

Following the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans the commemora-Lve medal had Judaea represented as a woman sitting under a palm-tree
1 despair before a stanaing soldier, while the inscription at the side
a s Vu d a e a c a p t a .

Chap. 4.1. "And seven women shall take hold of one man in that day,
^ying. We will eat our own bread, and wear our own"apparel: only^Tet us
5 calleoDy thy name; take thou away our reproach."

The scarcity of the man is here vividly set forth (Isaiah 3:25), also
le desperation cf the women who must suffer the judgment of God because
r their wickedness. The figure of speech picture the desperate effort
r these^women to escape "the reproach of widowhood" (Is. 54:4) or of
3ing Tinmarried (Judges 11:37) or of being childless (Gen. 30:23).

One writer on this vsrse says "A companion picture to 3s6 — the
ale population are in search of a ruler; the women in search of a hus-
a n d . "

Chap. 4. (See analysis at beginning of Chap. 2).
2. "in that day shall the branch of Jehovah be beautiful and glorious,

^ the rruii of the land shall pe exceTlent and comely for them that are
a c a p e d o f I s r a e l T " ^

There are several interpretations of this verse. One explains "branch' Jehovah' and "fruit of the land" literally, as referring to the bles-
.ngs of harvest, the rich produce of the land to be given by Jehovah,lother explains these expressions as referring to the remnant itself,
;he new growth of Israel after the chastening judgments." A third in-
rpretation, which we prefer, is that both expressions figuratively repre->nt a person, and that person the Messiah. "This Branch is here pepre-
)nted as at once a sprout of Jehovah and a growth of the land of Israel,
somewhat dim but verv suggestive intimation of the Christ who was at

Lce divine and human.in Jer. 23:5 the Branch is fting, in Jer. 33:15
righteous judge, in Zech. .6:12 a man, in Zech. 3:8 a servant, in eachLse Branch is a proper name for the Messiah. One other interpretation,
r thy of our considerat ion, is that branch represents the Messiah accord-
Lg to the above view, but that the fruit of the land refers to the gospel

Christ. The escaped are the remnant according to the election of grace,
i . 6 : 1 3 ; 1 0 : 2 0 - 2 2 . •

i t sha l l come to pass, that he that is le f t in Z ion, and he
•fit remainetS^in *^eru'3£Q.em, shall be calTed holy, even every one that
, wr i t ten among the l iv ing in Jerusalem."

Te r r y, H e r m e n e u t i c s , p . 3 3 1
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R o m . 11 : 5 , C h a l d e e P a r a p h r a s e i s " E v e r y o n e s h a l l b e c a l l e d
L O l y w h o i s w r i t t e n t o e t e r n a l l i f e ; h e s h a l l s e e t h e c o n s o l a t i o n o f
ernsalem." The meaning of the verse is that the elect shal l be sanc-
iified - a clear teaching of the Bible. Eph. 1:4; II '-'■'hess. 2:13. "Fol-
. o w a f t e r p e a c e w i t h a l l m e n , a n d t h e s a n c t i fi c a t i o n w i t h o u t w h i c h n o
lan sha l l see God. " (Heb. 12 :14) . Rev. 21 :27 .

4. "When the Lord shall 3mve washed away the filth of the daughters
)t Zionj and sTxaTl have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst
jSereof, by the spirit of justice, and by""^e splrTT"orTurnlngT"

. T h e h o l i n e s s p r o m i s e d J . n t h e a b o v e v e r s e i s a c c o m p l i s h e d n o t b y t h e
aght or power of men, but through the washing and purging by the Spirit
f God. Fi l th h iare may refer in par t icu lar to the s ins of the women of
l ion, and blood to the sins of the rulers, both having been so severely
enounced in chapter th ree . "Th is fi l th and these ^o ts o f b lood the
dve re i gn Ru le r washes and pu rges away ( see I I Ch ron . 4 :6 ) by t he pQur -
ng out of His Spirit or breath (Isaiah 30:28) over the men and womenwelling in Jerusalem. "24 Ezek. 36:25; Mai. 3:|j3; Matt. 3:11-12.
i 5. "Md Jehov^ will create over the whole habitation of mount Zion,
M over her asse^lies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a
Camlng fire by night; for over all^the glory sh^l'Te spread a covering."

The cloud and fire, as in the t ime of the Exodus, Ex. 13:21-22; 14:
p-20, were symbols of God's presence and favor. As verse 2 suggestsbdemjption, and verses 3-4 teach sanctification, verse 5 suggests glori-ication. "The church is not only to be purified by God's judgments
j i t g lo r ified by h is mani fes ted presence, and In tha t s ta te o f g lo ry
)pt secure by his protection. "2o Over "every dwelling place" and over
Le sacred assemblies,- Jehovah will make a new manifestation of his glor-
l u s p r e s e n c e .

i 6. "And there shall ^ a pavilion for a shade in the day time from
|£ heat, and for "a refuge and for a covert from storm and"T?om rain.I " "

The presence of Jehovah as a protection to his people is further
phasized: ^e is as the shade of a pavilion, a refuge, and a covert,
ile the dangers and distresses are represented by the sun*s heat, the
orm, and the ra in . Ps . 27 :5 ; Ps . 121:5-8 ; Ps . 91 :1 .

c t r l n a l a n d P r a c t i c a l :

A Glor ious Missiona3?y Prophecy. Is . 2:2-4.
1 • Th e i ^ e s l r e o f Ma n y J f e o p l e s . - Sa l va t i o n , i n s t r u c t i o n i n t h e

t r u e r e l i g i o n .
2. The Determination of Many Peoples - obedience to this instruc

t i o n - t o w a l k i n t h i s l i g h t .
3 . The Dest inat ion o f Many reop les - Z ion " the sp i r i tua l met ropo l is

o f t h e w o r l d . " P s . 8 7 .
4. The Disarmament of the Nations - A result of the acceptance

o f t h e g o s p e l .

p D e l i t z s c h .
L A l e x a n d e r .
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^ G lo r i ous Chu rch . I s . 4 :2 -6 ; Bph . 5 :25 -26 .
1. A glorious Head - "Fairest Lord Jesus" vs. 2.
2 . A G lo r ious Body - Washed , Purged .
3 . A G l o r i o u s P r e s e n c e - S h e k i n a h .

When may we look for the fulfilment of these prophecies of the future
ory o f Z ion? Del i tzsch has th is to say in answer :

" I s i t t h e J e r u s a l e m w h i c h i s t o s e e t h e g l o r i o u s d a y s o f t h e
peop le o f God in th i s p resen t l i f e (Rev. 12) , o r i s i t the
Je rusa lem o f t he new heavens and t he new ea r th (Rev. 20 )? The
proper answer is . Both in one. In the v is ion o f the prophet
the Jerusalem of the latter days on earth and the Jerusalem of
the l i fe beyond - the g lo r ified JerusA lem'o f ear th and the g lo r
ified Jerusalem of heaven - are fused together as one. For i t
i s a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e ^ I d T e s t a m e n t t h a t i t v i e w s t h e
c l os i ng pe r i od o f t he p resen t l i f e and t he e te rn i t y t ha t l i e s
b e y o n d a s f o r m i n g o n e c o a t i n u o u s l i n e , a n d l o o k s u p o n t h e
w h o l e a s i f i t s c h a r a c t e r w e r e t h a t o f e a r t h . T h e fi r s t c r o s s -
line was drawn by the New Testament."
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C h a p # 5 . S h e P a r a b l e o f t h e V i n e y a r d .

This is a third distinct prophecy, similar in many ways to what has
preceded. Lowth says, "The subject of this prophecy does not differMaterially from chapter one, but it is greatly superior to it in force,
i n s e v e r i t y, i n v a r i e t y, i n e l e g a n c e . "

I This subject. The Parable of the Vineyard, may conveniently be divided
l-nto three parts; (1) The Parable Stated, 1-6; (2) The Parable Applied,
r; (3) The Parable Explained, 8-30. The Parable shows the privileges,
Responsib i l i t ies, s in and ru in of Judah. Judah was as a favored v ine-
j-ard, but its fruit was a disappointment, verses 1-7. Its fate is destruction. Six woes are listed, which must be punished. The closingparagraph of the chapter sets forth a foreign invasion as a means ofod s judgment, and the consequent distress of judah, 8-30. -This chap-
er differs from the preceeding in that its emphasis is almost entirely
n the dark side of the prophecy.

L me s ing fo r my we l l -be loved a song o f my be loved touch ing
v i n e j ^ a . M y w e l l - b e l o v e d h a d a v i n e y a r d i n a v e r y n > "
Bible scholars do not fail to note the variety of methods used byaaiah in presenting his prophecies, and the varied forms of his literary

Kcellence. For instance his first prophecy (Chap. 1) begins like the
png of Moses in Deuteronomy 32; his second one with a great missionary
pxt v/hlch was used also by his contemporary Micah. The present prophecy3gins in a more popular st.'le, that of a musicisin calling a crowd to
ather around him to hear a beautiful song. He first announces his
ibject - of my beloved touching his vineyard." This language is simi-

poetic language of the "^ong of Solomon where the same figure
f the vineyard is used, as was also used in the New Testament by tJesus
^^elf. Matt. 21:33. As he reveals later "my Beloved" is Jehovah, theId of Israel, and his vineyard is the house of Israel (verse 7). Be-
pining his song he first tells the location of Jehovah* s vineyard, "inIvery fruitful hill" or as the ^ebrew puts it "a horn, son of olV'
jggestige of fertility and fatness. So Jehovah had favored Israel with.tchless privileges. Their lines had fallen in pleasant places,

. ^ T g g e d i t , a n d g a t h e r e d o u t t h e s t o n e s t h e r e o f , a n d^Tth the choTcest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it,
out a winepresFTherein: and he lookedThaF' i t shouTH Br ine

grapes, and iu brought for ' fch wild grapes."

I T^s remainder of the parable pictures the labor, care. Interest,
pvision, protection, given the vineyard, the expectation of fruitful-ss, and the disappointment. Such is a parable of what Jehovah hasae for Israel. Deut. 32:8-10; Ps. 44:1-3; Hom. 9:4. They were indeed
? apple of His eye. Hq looked for fruit, (verse 7) (Mk. llilSXOal. 5:
r23}, but what a disappointment - wild grapesl Deut. 32:32-33; Gal.
1 9 — 2 1 .

3. "And now, 0 Ihhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, I
i Z y o ' d 5 P e t w i x t m e a n d m y v i n e y a r d . ' ^ — — — —
j

I Here the Lord of the vineyard is represented as spefeking. He calls



upon the peopl^themselves t6 be the judges in this case, appealing to
t h e m a s i n C h a p A 1 ; 1 8 , A n a o c o e l l e n t i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h i s i s i n t h e
parable of JesusVIJlatt. 21:fee^) Here it is the vineyard representingthe people who are under jud^ent, there the husbandmen representing the
t e a c h e r s o f t h e p e o p l e . T h e y a r e b e i n g l e d t o c o n d e m n t h e m s e l v e s , j u s t
a s D a v i d d i d f o l l o w i n g N a t h a n ' s p a r a b l e , I I S a m , 1 2 : 1 - 6 ,

4, "yiHiat could have been done, to my vineyard, that I have not done
t o i t ? W h e r e f o r e , w h e n I l o o k e d t h a ^ T t s h o u l d b r i n g f o r t h g r a p e s .
B r o u g h t I t f o r t h w i l d g r a p e s ? "

Had not the Lord of the vineyard done all that could be done con
sistent with the circumstances of the case for the good of His vineyard?
Even so had God from ancient times sent unto his people his servants
the prophets, "daily rising up early and sending them, yet they heark
ened not" Jer, 7:25-26, With a similar heart of longing over Jerusalem
Tesus cried out, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem -- how often would I have gather
ed thy chi ldren together — and ye would not . " Mat t . 23:37.

5, "jAnd now will tell you what jyfeill do to my vineyard: I will
away the hedge thereof, and it shall be ea'ten up: I will break down

i h e w a l l t h e r e o f , a n d i t s h a l l b e t r o d d e n ^ w n P

With no answer from the people the Lord of the vineyard proceeds to
nswer his own question. What he will do to his vineyard is not to try
ew methods of cu l t ivat ion. In accord wi th the prev ious verse the con-
lus ion is , accord ing to Barnes, that God has done a l l for the sa lvat ion
tf sinners that in the circumstances of the case could be done, and that
jf they are lost, they only will bear the blame, "in New Testament ter-
jinology. There is none other name under heaven" (Acts 4:12). What re
nins for the Lord of the vineyard to do instead of protecting it is to
expose it so that it will be consumed and trodden upon. So to the wicked
aople must come the wrath and vengeance of the God of justice and right-
D u s n e s s , L u k e 2 1 : 2 4 ,

i ^"^3.11 lay it waste; it ^hall not be pruned nor hoed; butlere shall come up briers and tho? ns: I will aTso command the clou3!s~
l a t t h e y r a i n n o r a i n u p o n T E , " ^
jI Desolation, no cultiviation, a wilderness, no rainl What a picture
f what the Lord of the vineyard will do. The last part of the verse>veals fully that it is Jehovah speaking, for only He can command the
.ouds, Jeremiah, Chapter 14, gives a vivid picture of a drought in
,dah and *^erusalem. One instance of the fulfillment of this predic-
on that the vineyard would be laid waste, is recorded in II Chron, 36:
-21 when Jerusalem was laid waste by the Chaldeans, Matthew ^enry
ggests that t^s prophecy of the Lord of the vineyard has "its frequent
complishment in the departure of God's Spirit from those persons whove long resisted him, and striven against him, and the removal of his
spel from those places that have been long a reproach to it, while

h a s b e e n a n h o n o r t o t h e m , "

^ viney^d of Jehovah of hosts is the house of Israel, ande men ofJudah his pleasant plant: and he lookdd for justice, but, be-
Id, oppression; for righteousness, but, behold, a oryT"

1
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The appl icat ion of the parable is made qui te c lear in th is verse.
It reveals who the Lord of the vineyard is, who the vineyard, who the
pleasant plant, what the Lord looked for, and what -^e saw. The pleasant
plant corresponds to the choice vine of verse 2. Compare Jer. 2:21 and
Psalms 80:8-11. xie looked for good fruit (Micah 6:8; Matt. 3:8-10;
John 15:2; I John 3:7-8). What he saw was the opposite. Oppression
is also translated, shedding of blood (R.V.Margin}. One meaning is "scab".
Delitzsch says that the word here denotes "the grasping appropriation
!^d "^just heaping up of worldly possessions." One interpretation ofIs that it refers to the cry that attends anarchy, covetousness
and dissipation, as illustrated by the cries of the rabble at the cru-
iclfixion of Christ. A more common interpretation is that it refers to
the cry of the oppressed, '-^he blood of Abel crieth from the ground (Gen.
4:10). In Egypt the cry of the children of J-srael came up unto God by
reason of the bondage (Ex. 2:23-24). "Behold, the hire of laborers who
mowed yoiu? fidlds, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth out —"
J a m e s '

That true religion is not a plant that grows wild among men, but
uf ^^Ivine culture in human history; that from the people of his choicephe Lord expects the fruit of righteousness; that the divine husbandry
Ls thwarted by some natural tendency to degeneration in the people, and
5y the infidelity of their civil and spiritual leaders; that judgment -
fhe withdrawal of protection and gracious influences - is the inevitableissue of such apostasy: these are the main truths expressed by the image
IS conceived in the mind of Isaiah, and truths which are developed with
lemarkable incisiveness in the teaching of our Lord."l

t h a t j o i n h o u s e t o h o u s e , t h a t l a y fi e l d t o fi e l d ,
W t h e r i ^ n o r o o m, j TTe ma d e t~d i i Tr "a l o n r " i n ^ h e " "5 I ^ sT "o rn ^

The wild grapes of the vineyard are described more in detail as sin.
n verses 8-24 six woes are pronounced upon social sins of the times,
ins of the world and the flesh," centering around the "land question
^ l i q u o r q u e s t i o n " ( G . S m i t h ) . T h e fi r s t o f t h e s e s i n s c o n d e m n e d
fi grasping af ter worldly possessions - greed and covetousness,Lke Ahab when he seized the vineyard of Naboth (I Kings 21:16-20), and
i-ke the rich man of the parable of Jesus v;ho lay up treasures for him-
?lf, but was not rich towards God, Lu. 12:16-24. Similar denunciations
: such sin are found in Jer. 22:13-17 and Hab. 2:9-12. in this connection
^tthew ^nry quotes two sayings from the Latin: "If the whole earth were
?nopolized, avarice would thirs#* for more," and again "Was the wide world
f e a t e d m e r e l y f o r y o u ? "

i ^ ^ ®• In mine ears saith Jehovah of hosts, Of a truth many houses
talJL ^ desolate, even greaT"and fair , v/i thouT"inhabitant.

Jehovah reveals to the prophet the result of the greed of Judah,
mely many empty houses, in a word , general desolation. A similar pre-
jCtion was given by the Lord to the prophet in answer to his question,ow long? Isaiah 6:11, 12. When on earth in person our Lord in His

C a m b r i d g e B i b l e
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ament over Jerusalem said, "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."
Peed and covetousness bring desolation to many houses - a timely warning
3 r t h e p r e s e n t I ^

10. "Pot acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and a homer of
s e d s h a l l ^ e T c T b u t a n e p b a E T ^ * — —

The result of such sin would mean also the failure of the crops.
1 planted they would get as a crop only one-tenth of the seedLanted, in other words almost a complete crop failure.

We are told that "acres", literally "yokes" was the amount of land
le yoke of oxen could plow in a day, A bath amounted to about 8 gallons.
m batns ^e a homer (Ezek. 45:11), The ephah is a dry measure of the
ame capacity as the liquid bath. A homer was a dry measure containing
50ut 11 bushels, it was equal to ten ephahs,

11. "W^ ^nto them that rise up early in the mornins. that thev mav
strong ^Ink; thaTTarryTati lE^tHe night, till wln5"inmke

ŝecond sin upon which a woe is pronounced is that of drunkenness -itempd^ance. It was considered particularly disreputable by the Jews• ea^Ply and drink wine. The sin is all the greater in making' business, revelling in the day-time, and on into the night,
irrylng loqg at the wine means woe, sorrow, contentions, complaining,
i^ds without cause, redness of eyes (Prov. 23:29-30, 33), and worseGal, 5:21 - \Envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which
foreward you,Vthat they who practice such things shall not inherit the
n g d o m o f G o d , "

12. "A^ t]^ harp and the lute, the tabret and the pipe, and wine,
^ their feasts; but they regard noT the work of Jehovah, neTther
,ve they considered ^Se operation ofTirs'TandTr"'

musical instruments in praising God, as did King
vid, they sue~them to accompany their revellings and carousals. They
come spiritually blinded, forget God, and leave out of their considera-
on the work of God, "In their carousing and revelling they have no
nse for the moving and working of God in history; nor do they at all
serve the judgment which is being prepared in the present. And there-
re will the judgment fall upon them in this blind, dull, stupid animal '

© •

A poetical picture of such sin in not regarding Jehovah is foiind in
b 21:11-15, and a most vivid illustration of it in Belshazzar»s drunken
olatrous feast, (Dan, 5:1-4, 23), On the other hand note the psalmist's
gard for the work of Jehovah, as in praising Him he said,

"How great are thy works, 0 Jehovahl
Thy thoughts are very deep.
A b ru t i sh man knowe th no t ;
N e i t h e r d o t h a f o o l u n d e r s t a n d t h i s , "

- P s , 9 2 : 5 - 6 .

D e l i t z s c h ,
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. . 1 3 . T h e r e f o r e ^ p e o p l e a r e g o n e I n t o c a p t i v i t y f o r l a c k o f k n o w -
ledge; and their honorable men are famished, and their niul t l tude""are
p a r c h e d w i t h t S T r s t . "

Some effects of the sin of God*s people are captivity, hunger, and
thirst, both the nationAs leading men as well as the common people suf
fering from the calamities. During the reign of Ahaz at the time ofthe war with Syria and Israel a great multitude were taken captive to
Damascus (II Chron. 28:5-8). The primary meaning may be a prophetic
reference to the Babylonian captivity. The form of the sin here judged
is spiritual ignorance and blindness. "Israel doth not know, my people
doth not consider (Is. 1:3). "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge (Hos. 4:6) Like the Gentiles of whom Paul wrote, "Theyrefused to have God in their knowledge" (Rom. 1:28). ^
; I t i r r v .

i S h o o l h a t h e n l a r g e d i t s d e s i r e , a n d o p e n e d i t s m o u t h
jtlXhout meas^; and^EEeTr^Iory. anS thilr multH:ude7"and their pomp.—and he that re jo iceth among them, descend in to i t . " —— ———.

Dv. other effect of the sin above denoimced is subjection to death,pheol, or the place of abode of the dead, is figuratively represented as
monster, with mouth open to receive all these people of Judah,

f n C o m p a r e t h e i n c i d e n t[n Numbers 16.30-34^ when the earth swallowed up the rebels in the tiilie
)r Korah, ^d Herod* s terrible death recorded in Acts 12:21-23, and the

and Rom. 13:13. "Jerusalem has thus been swallowed
® Chaldean war, and again in the Roman wari

^t the invisible background of the outward event was,the fact that iti&a already fallen imder the accursed power of hell."^

15. t^ me^ yaJi is bowed .down, and the great man is humbled.
R d t h e e y e s o I H ^ h F T o f T y ^ a r e h u m b l e g T " " ,

Q t h i s v e r s e i s s i m i l a r t o w h a t i s f o u n d i n C h a p t e r
t i ' ^ d e a t h w i l l b r i n g h i m l o w ;tlZ heath will bring him lower."4 Outstanding O.T. exam-
^es 01 the high and mean brought low are Pharoah, Sennacherib, and Neb-p n a c i n e z z a r . ^

1

, See Chap. 1:27 and comments. Much of theology proper is found here.
}. the execution of nis judgments upon the mean and the great, ne revealsiS power, Ms justice, his holiness, his righteousness, and He proves

praise and glory, such as are given Him in
^ ? w 4 o ® se^apRim in Isaiah 6:3, and in the songs of Moses and
p iiamb in Rev. 15:3-4.
i

iSi, iSgSi £eed as in tneir ^aature. and the wastea c Q 3 o f t h e l a t o n e s s h a l l w a n d e r e r s e a t . — — — — — —

I b i d .
Matthew Henry Commentary.
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There are various Interpretations of this verse. One, taking it
literally, considers it a prediction of utter desolation in Judah, theland becoming a pasture £>r flocks, even the deserted places of the rich
becoming the possession of wanderers or foreigners. Such a passage as
ilsaiah 32:14 seems to bear out this interpretation.
i

; Another view is that "lambs'* are used figuratively as referring to
the people of God for whom provision will be made although the foreigners
take possession of the waste places of the impious Jews, ihis is the
Chaldee interpretation: "Then the just shall feed as it is said to them;
^d they shall be multiplied, and shall possess the property of the
^mpious." Compare Bzek. 34:14 and Mioah 2:12. i'he Syriac translatesthe latter part of the verse, "And foreigners shall devour the ruins
^ h i c h a r e y e t t o b e r e s t o r e d . "

In brief the passage may mean "that the pious should be fed, that
jhe proud should be desolate, and their property pass into the hands of
strangers." In Isaiah 40:11 it is clear that "lambs" is used figurative-
.y, whi le in the present passage i t is not so c lear.

18. "Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of falsehood, and
i u a s i t w e r e w l T h a c a r t r o p e ; " — —

This is the third woe. It is pronounced on those who instead of
eing enticed or drawn by sin (James ?.:14), take the initiative by making
strong effort themselves to sin, "laboriously drawing it to them by

olicit ing temptation, drawing it out by obstinate persistency in evi lnd contempt of divine threatenings."5 The idea seems to be that in
stead of resisting sin, or driving it from them, they do the opposite,Amely, striving to draw sin to themselves, enticing rather than escaping
i n . A n a n c i e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e R a b b i n s w a s a s f o l l o w s ; " A n e v i l
hclination is at first like a fine hair-string, but the finishing like
^cart-rope. The evil inclinations of Judas iscariot may at first havepen like "cobwebs", but at last they were like "cables".

19. "That say. Let him make speedy let him hasten his work that we
ly see it; and le't the counsel of the Holy *-'ne of Israel draw nigh aHS
)me, th'irE' we may know IFT"
i Not only do they draw doom upon themselves by drawing sin unto them-
^Ives, but also by the heinous sin of defiant dohbt. In a spirit of
joffing or mockery they defy or challenge the announced judgments ofte Holy One of Israel. Such a spirit was present in the early days of
Le race (Gen. 4:23-24)^ and is characteristic of the last days. "Knowing
.is first, that in the last days mockers shall come with mockery, walk-
g after their own lusts, and saying. Where is the promise of his com-
g? for, from the days that the fathers fell asleep, all things continue

they were from the beginning of creation." (IIKPet. 3:3-4)
20. "Woe unto them that call evil good^ and good evil; that put dark-

light, and ligjht for darkness; that put hitter for sweet, and '
e e t i ^ r b i F t e r P * "

I A l e x a n d e r .

i
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This fourth woe is pronounced upon those who pervert distinctions
tween right and wrong. Darkness is a common figure in Scripture for
11 (Luke 22:33) and light for good (I John 1:6-7). Bitter and bitter-
ss are frequently used with reference to sin. Jer. 2:19; 4:18; Acts
23; horn. 3:14; Heb. 12:15. The word of G"od is sweeter than • honey
s . 1 9 : 1 0 ; 11 9 : 1 0 3 ) .

21. " i^e unto them that are wise in their own
e i r o w n s i ^ t I "

e y e s , a n d p r u d e n t i n

This fifth woe is uttered against those guilty of self-conceit - a
ndamental sin. In Brov. 3:7 we find an admonition against this sin
g e t h e r w i t h i t s a n t i d o t e :

"Be not wise in thine own eyes:
Pear Jehovah, and depart f rom evi l ."

exander well observes that undue reliance upon human reason is indeed
compat ib le wi th the fear of God. See a lso Prov. 26:12.

2 2 . " Wo e u n t o t h e m t h a t a r e
m i n g l e s t r o n g d r i n k ; "

t o d r i n k w i n e , a n d m e n o f s t r e n g t h

This sixth woe is like the second, verse 11, in being pronounced
on the drunkards. As is shown in verse 23, it has special reference
the unjust judges. Woe unto them "whose god is the belly, and whose

ory is in their shame." Instead of using their strength to promote jusce and righteousness they dissipate it in intemperance.

23. "That justify the wicked for a bribe, and take away the right-
asness of the^rlghteous from himiP*^

This is closely connected with verse 22. Drunkenness, bribery and
justice are frequently found together. A mother's counsel to a *ing
Proverbs 31:4-5 are to the point "it is not for IJngs, 0 Lemuel, it
not for kings to. drink wine; nor for princes to say. Where is strong

Ink? Lest they drink, and forget the law. And pervert the justice due
a n y t h a t x i s a f fl i c t e d . " W o e T i n t o t h e m w h o f o r a b r i b e c l e a r t h e

Llty and take away the right of the innocent. "He that justifieth
3 wicked, and he that condemneth the righteous. Both of them alike are
abomnation to Jehovah." (Prov. 17:15).

24. "Therefore as the tongue of fire devoureth the stubble, and as
3 d r y g r a s s s i
m e s s , a n d t h e
5 t e d t h e l a w o
3 o f Ts r a e T T "

d o w n i n t h e T Ta m e , s o t h e i r r o o t s h a l l b e a s r o ^
'ssom "sEall go up as"Hust; because they ESve re-
>vah of hosts, and de3pised"^he word or the Holy

Following the six woes pronounced upon the sinners in Judah there
j i n s a n e w h e r e a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e r e s u l t i n g p u n i s h m e n t a n d i t s e f f e c t ,
1 a s u m m a r y s t a t e m e n t o f t h e i r s i n , w h i c h w a s t h e c a u s e o f a l l G o d ' s
Igments. The first figure of speech to describe God's vengeance is
i t o f fi re devour ing dry grass and s tubb le (Mai . 4 :1a) . The second
pire to describe its effect upon the people is a tree, representing
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the people, it is not a healthy, fruit-bearing tree, but one whose root
is rot tenness and b lossoms b lown off l ike dust . (Mai . 4 :1b and Ps. 1:
4f6). The reason for such calamities is given in the closing summary
statement to the effect that they have rejected the teaching of Jehovah

;and despised His word, fhis was the reason Israel's first King, Saul,
'was rejected of God (I Sam. 15:23, 26) and for the same reason the
people were rejected (II Kings 17:14-15). Compare John 12:41.

25. "Therefore is the anger of Jehovah kindled against his people,
he hath stretche?"forth his'liand against them, ana hath smi11en them5
the mountains tremble, arid their dead bodies are as refuse in the

jaiidst of the streets. For all this his anger is not Turned awayT 5uT
h i s h a n d i s s t r e t c h e d o u t s t i l l T ^
I ' — — — — —

i ^en His people reject his law the anger of Jehovah is k indled. I t
I s d i f fi c u l t t o t e l l w h e t h e r t h i s m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f w r a t h r e f e r s t o
jpas t o r to fu tu re judgments . A lexander says , "The prev ious inflec t ions
t i e r e r e f e r r e d t o a r e d e s c r i b e d a s a s t r o k e f r o m J e h o v a h ' s o u t s t r e t c h e d
land, so violent as to shake the mountains, and so destructive as to fill
^he streets with corpses." In the time of fting Josiah great was the wrath
^f Jehovah because of the rejection of His word (ii Kings 22:13, 17). In
?he time of j^ing Zedekiah the people of Jerusalem "mocked the messengers
if God, and despised his words, and scoffed at his prophets, until the
frath of Jehovah arose against his people, till there was no remedy."
j l l Chron . 36 :16) . De l i t zsch th inks the re fe rence to dead bod ies as re f -
)se in the street indicate this 'to be a prediction of the bloodshed brought
ibout by the Syro-Ephraimic war in Judah; Notwithstanding all these
,alamitles there are to be even more judgments as predicted in the closing
lefrain of this verse found also in Isaiah 9:12, 17, 21, and 10:4.

I 26. "And he will 13^t up an ensij
j ss fo r them IT 'om the end o r tEe ea r

- s p e e d s w i f t l y. " ^

t o t h e n a t i o n s f r o m f a r , a n d w i l l
a n d , b e h o l d , t h e y s h a l l c o m e

The instruments used of God for further judgments upon Judah, are
3re predicted as d istant nat ions, the judgments being in the form of
) r e i g n I n v a s i o n , a n d s u b j e c t i o n t o t h e s e n a t i o n s . O n e n o t a b l e f u l fi l -
pnt was when the Chaldeans destroyed Jerusalem, another the destruction
f Jerusalem under Titus, A.D. 70. Isaiah here used two figures which
l-vidly portray the work of God in calling the distant nations to be his
istruments in the judgment of Judah. One is the ensign lifted up as a
anner to ca l l the na t ions f rom a far. The o ther i s the h iss ing fo r them.
;Lis figure is taken from the custom in bee-culture of hissing in ordery assemble the bees. This figure is used in Is. 7:18, where Egypt and
isyria are particularly mentioned. The nations are pictured as hurrying
Iriftly at the call of Jehovah. He has the supreme control over all the
i t i o n s . S e e D a n . 4 : 3 5 .
I

27. "None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber
i£ s leep ; ne i the r sha l l t he g i rd le o f the i r l o ins be loosed , no r the
p c h e t o f t h e i r s h o e s b e b r o j g e n : " — - - i . .

Ve r s e 2 6 r e p r e s e n t e d t h e r e s p o n s e o f t h e n a t i o n s t o t h e s u m m o n s o f
jhovah as promptand rapid. This verse further describes them as having
durance, sure- foo tedness, wakefu lness , p reparedness o f ou tfi t . Compare
e l - 2 : 7 - 8 .

;
(
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, _ ^ a r r o w s a r e s h a r p 5 a n d a l l t h e i r b o w s b e n t ; t h e i r h o r s e s *
■ accoun ted as JT l fn t , and the i r whee ls as a wh i r lw in i ^s "

Their weapons and means of conveyance are here described. The
w e a p u n s a r e i n r e a d ^ - n e s s f ^ r a c t - o n . We a r e t > . l d t n a t a n c x e n t s d i d n o t
shoe horses as are done at pressnt, so that horses with hard hoofs were

;needed for long marches. See description of war-horse in Job 39:19-25.,The wheels of the war-chariots rim with such rapidity that they are com-,
pared to a whirlwind. Compare Nahum's description of war-chariot.
N a h u m 2 : 4 .

1

i 29. "Their roaring sh^l ^ like a lioness, they shall roar likel loD.3f they shal l roar, and lay ho ld of the prey, and carryt awaysaTe, and t^re"^sE^" '^none^^
i

I The battle-cry of the enemy as it draws nearer is like the roaring
S fi - i t s p rey. I n fie rceness they fa l l upon the i r p rey anddrag it away so that it cannot be recovered. Thus Judah will becomethe prey of the foreign invader. Compare Jer. 50:17.

30. "And they shall roar against them in that day like the roaring
s^; .SSjii on© looFunto the linST BihoTaT cFankn?as aHg: distress,-

c l o u d s t h e r e o f .

( It is easy to pass from the figure of the roaring lion to that of
>he roaring sea. The roaring of the sea suggests the battle-cries of
;he multitude of the enemy coming upon Judah, while a look landward
'eveals darkness, catastrophe; and in the heavens the clouds cover the
Ight, a portrayal of "the gloom of anguish" (Is. 8:22), and general
a l a m i t y .

i

! But may there not be a glimmering hope expressed in this verse? The
jassoretic text, instead of Behold, darkness and distress" has JjBehold
l^kness and light etc. On the basis of such a reading Delitzsch says.The prophet here prophesies that before it come to an extremity with
adah, approaches will be made toward it within which a divine respite

s-lw©-ys again appear. Grace tries cuid always tries again to spare,111 at last the measure of sin is full, and the period for repentance
gs expired. The history of the Jewish people runs on, according to this
aw, till the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans." May we not addlat this is an unchanging law, effective until the end of this age. See
I k e 2 1 : 2 5 - 2 6 .

> c t ] f e i n a l a n d P r a c t i c a l ;

3 P a r a b l e o f t h e V i n e y a r d ,
al A Favored Vineyard - The goodness of God.
b. Its |p?uit, a disappointment - The sinfulness of man.
c. Its jfate, destruction - The wages of sin. But there is a

I free gift. Rom. 6:23 and Ezek. 18:31-32.
2. This chapter emphasizes particularly the Reality of Divine Ven-

ance. May it not also adumbrate the Redemption of the Remnant in verse
, and verse 30 (Massoret ic text)?
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C h a p . 6 . I s a i a h ' 3 V i s i o n a n d C o i n m i s s i o n ,
j " " « — • " " "

This is one of the great chapters of the Bible. Both its grandeur
^d simplicity are impressive. It presents first A Vision of Glory (1-4).Its date is about 758 B.C. Its central object is Lord exaTEea in
jglory. The attendant parts of this vision of glory are the throne,.train, temple, seraphim, shaking of the foundations of threshold, and
the smoke filling the house. The keynote of the vision is holiness,
^mediately following this vision of glory is A Voice of Guilt, verse 5.® ££ Grace, verses 5-7, an^ finally The Divine Voice
^ iii® Dedicated Volunteer, verses 8-15. Here is the caTI of the^iune God, and the consecration of the volunteer; the commission to
phe prophet with the answer to his question. How long?
I 1. "In the year that king P^zziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon

throne, higETaHamTEeg and his •Evarn""fITIeg""^FTemple." —
1 See II Chron. 26:21-23 for reference to Uzziah's leprosy and death,
cont ras t the leper*s g rave w i th the lo f t iness o f the Lord - the cent ra l
hj®ct of this vision. Alexander, after quoting from John 1:18; Ex. 33:
.0; Matt. 5:8; and Gen. 32:30, says, "It is therefore plain that the
fhrase 'see God' is employed in different senses, and that although his
essence is and must be invisible, he may be seen in the manifestation[f his glory or in human form. It has been a general opinion in all
jges of the church, that in every such manifestation it was God the Soniho thus revealed h imsel f . In John 12!41 i t is sa id to have been Chr is t 's
O-ory that Isaiah saw and spoke of, while l»aul cites vs. 9 and 10 (Acts,8:25-26) as the language of the Holy Spirit." Matthew henry suggestshat the throne upon which the nord sits is a throne of glory which calls
pr worship, a throne of government, which calls for obedience, and aarone of grace to which we may come boldly. His train or skirts of his
pyal robes filled the temple. Some think it was the literal temple in&rusalem where Isaiah had this vision, others that it was the temple of
&aven he saw in vision as did the apostle John, Rev. 4:2-3.

i s t o o d t h e s e r a p h i m : e a c h o n e h a d s i x w i n g s ; w i t h t w a i nt his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain

^ In the attitude for service to Him were the seraphim, v;ho are burning;irits, or angels of fire. Two wings of each covering his face seem to
fpresent humility and reverence, the two covering the feet also to
ipresent reverence. The Targum says, "With two he covered his face that

might not see; and with two he covered his body that he might not be
e n . W i t h t w o h e d i d fl y, e x e c u t i n g t h e w i l l o f G o d .

I 3. "And one cried unto another, and said. Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah
I hosts ; the whole ear th is fu l l o f h is g lory. " "

I This is an antiphonal chorus of adoration, the keynote of which isliness. Holiness is equivalent to separateness, sublimity - in fact,
St to that loftiness or exaltation which Isaiah has already so often
■-iterated as the principal attribute of God. In their thrice-repeated
ly the seraphim are only telling more emphatically to the prophet's
ps what his eyes have already seen, the Lord high and lifted up. — Glory
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1 the expression of holiness,"^ Prom MW.lderness days came the divine
isurance, a g lor ious miss ionary promise, ' that "a l l the ear th shal l belied with the glory of Jehovah." (Num. 14:21) The glory of Jehovah
tall be revealed -- (Is. 40:5). Compare this chorus of the seraphim
th that of the representatives of nature in Rev. 4:8,9 and the song of
s e s a n d t h e L a m b , ^ e v. 1 5 : 3 - 4 .

The fact that the word "Holy" is used in the chorus of the seraphim
ree times has led the church from early times to consider this a refer
ee to the Trinity and has caused this do;6ology to be given the name
mnus Tr ln i ta t is . De l i tzsch remarks, "The favor i te name of God in the
uth of the prophet. Holy One of Israel, is the echo of his seraphic
nc tus A l l the p rophec ies o f I sa iah bear th is name o f God in them

their stamp — it occurs 15 times in Chaps. 1-39, and 14 times in
a p s . 4 0 - 6 6 . "

f O T m d a t i o n s o f t h e t h r e s h o l d s s h o o k a t t h e v o i c e o f b i w i
^ a i ^ d t h e h o u s e w a s f i l l e d w i t h s m o £ e . "

The immediate effect of the seraph* s song and of this whole super-
tural manifestation is set forth in this verse. The shaking of the
undations of the threshold and the filling of the house with smoke tend-
to produce terror and awe in the prophet. "What Isaiah actually

Lt was the dim-eyed shame, the distraction, the embarassment, the
Lnding shock of a personal encounter with ^ne whom he was utterly un-
b to meet. 2 Smoke here may refer to the smoke of incense. In Isaiah
0 and Rev. 15:8 smoke is symbolic of the glory of the Divine holiness,
1 th is may be i ts s ign ificance here.

pien 30-1^ yyoQ is me I for I am undone; because I am a man ofslean lips, and I dwell in "EEe mids'E o7 a people of
le eyes have seen the K:ing,"Trelio'vah oIHiosts."

Immediately following the vision of glory came the sense of sin,:e that of Gideon (Ju. 6:22), Manoah (Ju. 13:22), Job (42:5-6), Daniel
10}^ Peter (Lu. 5:8) and John (Rev. 1:17). In the presence ofI Isaiah was a man and before a holy God an unclean man. While holy

Sels with pure lips were praising Him, he had unclean lips, like MosesL. 6:12. 30). Also he was a part of a people with^unclean lips (Is.
i; 59:3). Did he think particularly of the leper ^.ing, Uzziah? On> other hand his eyes had seen the King, Jehovah of hosts, the Holy
> of Israel. Tradition has it that Isaiah was sawn asunder in the
•gn of Manass©h, the pretext for the crime being that he had seen the
Lg. (See note on Is . 6 :1) .

6. "Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in his
d, which^e h[ad TaEen tjTEE the tongs'Trom~ff the al'^aFT"

Angels are ministering spirits (Heb. 1:14). Compare Daniel 9:21-23.e is a symbol of purification. (Mai. 3:23; Matt. 3:11). The altar
either the altar of burnt-offering or the altar of iro ense. "Nothing

powerful to cleanse and comfort the soul, but what is ■feaken from Christ*s
Isfaction, and the intercession he ever lives to make in the virtue
t h a t s a t i s f a c t i o n . " - ^

G . A . S m i t h .
I b i d .
Matthew Henry Commentary.
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S. "And hW touched my mouth with it, and said. Lo, this hath tonohed

2 ll££5 and tip.lne Iniquity Is taken away, and thy sTn roralven."

"^e meanlngsof the Seraph's dot Is that the atoning efficacy of theLtar Is conveyed the person of Isaiah, to his lips In particular, he-
luse there the sin ^f his natTjre had seemed to be concentrated. "4 De-
.•czscn suggests that\the seraphim may be the bearers and mediators of
le fire of the DivineVrath. "The mention of the altar and the assur-
ice of forgiveness, or rather of atonement, makes it natural to take
le application of fire as a symbol of expiation by sacrifice."5 See
I. 53:5, 6, 11; I John 1:7; 2:1-2. i'here must be a visit of grace to
'epare a prophet for his mighty tasks. John 12:41; Jer. 1:9; r>an. 10:16.

, 8. I heard ^ voice of the Lord, saying. Whom shall I send,id ^ will go for usf^ Then I saiaT Here am I; seiiSTme.'"
Ihe purpose of the prece^ding scene was preparatory. Mow comes

Le call of Cjod and the consecration of the volunteer. God does the
lling and the sending, the prophet does the answering and the going,
e assurance of sins forgiven is followed by willingness to do God*s
I I . C o m p a r e P s . 5 1 : 1 2 - 1 5 .

The question of the Lord suggests that he would not send just any-
,e - iie would select. It also suggests that not every one would be
lling to go. I'he apostle raul, in considering the glory of the minis-

question, "And who is sufficient for these things?" "Here■ ^ ^ Hebrew is Behold me". The prophet's message is "Behold
ur God (40:9). Compare the call and consecration of the apostle Paul,
ts 9 :4 ; 22:21; 26:16-19; Eph. 3 :8 .

9. "And he sa-id. Go, and tell this people. Hear ye indeed, but under-
Q h d n o t ' ; a n a s e e y e T n d e e d , b u t p e r c e i v e n o t . " — - i —

In this and the following verse is given the prophet's commission
gether with predict ions in the form of commands as to the result ofs preaching. The prophet's first duty is to do the preaching God bids
m, whether they will hear or whether they will forbear" (Ezek. 3:11).this case he is commissioned to a service of hardening. The people
11 be spiritually deafened and spiritually blinded throu^ his speaking,

the Septuagint the imperatives "understand" and "see" are rendered as
bures and so quoted in Matt. 13:14 and Acts 28:26. Similar thought
a t i n u e s i n t h e n e x t v e r s e .

10. "Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy,
i shut the3j eyes; lest"Tb.ey see wi€E their eyes, and hear with theirand understand with thelr""Eeart, and turn again, and be iiea_ed."c m i g w j . i > i i b i i e i x ' n e a r u , a n a L u r n a g a i n , a n a D e i i e a _ e a .

As in verse nine the prediction of the peoples' spiritual insensi-
Lity is in the form of a command to them thru the prophet's preaching
here the same is predicted in the form of a command to the prophetnself. There are three figurative expressions for hardening; to make

b, to make without feeling for the operations of grace; to make heavy,i especially heavy or dull of hearing; to spread thickly, to smear over,
do to any one what happens to diseased eyes when their sticky secretion

C a m b r i d g e B i b l e .
A l e x a n d e r .
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dur ing the night becomes a c losing crust ."6

"The thing predicted is judicial blindness, as the natural result
and r igh teous re t r i bu t ion o f the na t iona l deprav i t y. Th is end wou ld be

, promoted by the very preaching of the truth, and therefore a command to
p r e a c h w a s i n e f f e c t a c o m m a n d t o b l i n d a n d h a r d e n t h e m . T h e a r t r e
quired of the prophet is here joined with its ultimate effect, while
the in tervening c i rcumstances, namely, the people 's s in and the wi th-

|holding of God's grace, are passed by in silence. But although not ex-
jPressed, they are implied in this command. The essential idea is theirinsensibil i ty, considered as a fruit of their own depravity, as the
execut ion of God's r ighteous judgment , and as the only v is ib le resul t
o f I s a i a h ' s l a b o r s .

I "vi/hat God expresses to ^saiah so imperatively as almost to take our
jbreath away; what Christ uttered with such abruptness that we ask. Does
)He speak in irony? What Paul laid down as the conviction of a long and
pat ient ministry is the great t ruth that the Word of God has not only
a sav ing power, but that even in i ts gent lest p leadings and i ts purest
pospel, even by the mouth of Him, who ca^, not to condemn, but to save
|the world, it has a power that is judileS. and condemnatdry."8 "This isbhe judgment that the light is come into the world, and men loved the
ia rkness ra ther than the l i gh t ; fo r the i r works were ev i l . " ( John 3 :19)
1

1 11. "Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered. Until cities
i)e waste y; 1 thout inhabitant, and Houses without man, and thft i and
^ome utterly waste."
i

I

In answer to his question as to how long the people would be under
^his judgment of hardening, the answer is unt i l they come to ut ter ru in,
fhis was partly fulfilled under the Chaldeans and again under the Romans,
the prophecy probably point ing to repeated desolat ions.

12. "And JehoVah have removed men far away, and the forsaken places
e many in "1SHe" l i i l ds t o f the"Tahd. "

Such a removal of men took place under • '^Nebuchadnezzar. The verse
a y a l s o b e a p p l i e d t o r e p e a t e d d e s o l a t i o n s o f t h e l a n d . H e r e i s i l l u s -
rated the Real i ty of Divine Vengeance.

13. "And if there be yet a tenth in it, it also shall in turn be
8-ben ^s a"^erebintH7 anH as an oalcT* wHose stock remaineHh, when
n e y a r e f e l l e " " s e e d " Ts t h e

Here is that characteristic, glorious doctrine of ^saiah - the Redemp*
Lon of the Remnant (Ch. 1:9; 10:20-23; 37:31). '^-'here will be "a remnant
r t e r e v e r y r e p e t i t i o n o f i n fl i c t i o n t o t h e l a s t . " R o m . 1 1 : 5 . T h e t r e e s
jntioned here have "the property of renewing themselves again from the
> o t - s t u m p , e v e n w h e n t h e i r t r u n k h a s b e e n f e l l e d . O f t h e f e l l e d t e r e -.nth or oak, deprived of its trunk and its crown, there is still a stock,
lat is a root-stock fast fixed in the ground, an image of the remnant
pviving the judgment, which becomes a holy seed, from which a new
prael shoots out after the old Israel is exterminated. In a few weighty

D e l i t z s c h .
A l e x a n d e r .
G . A . S m i t h ,
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irds the way Is thus sketched upon which God will henceforth go with
r n o u t l i n e o f t h e h i s t o r y o f I s r a e l t o t h e e n dtime. » Tenth here is symbolical of a very small part, not an arith-

•tical measurement. Compare Zech. 13:8-9.

For aninspired exposition of Is. 6:13 see hom. 11 where Paul shows
lat the rejection of the Jews is neither total nor final.

Reve la t i on o f G- lo ry and Grace .
1. l4iah saw the Lord of Glory.
2. Isaiah saw his own sinfulness.
3. Isaiah experienced a work of grace.4. Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord of Glory.
5. Isaiah consecrated his life to His service.

D e l i t z s c h .
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C h a p s . 7 : 1 - 9 : 7 . A S i g n a n d a S o n .

T h e c y c l e o f p r o p h e c y i n c h a p t e r s 7 - 1 2 h a s b e e n c a l l e d t h e B o o k o f
nanuel. "Here begins a series of connected prophecies (ch. 7-12) be-
iging to the reign of Ahaz, and relating in general to the same great
e jects , the de l iverance of Judah f rom SyrS and Israe l , i ts subsequent
D j e c t i o n t o A s s y r i a a n d o t h e r f o r e i g n p o w e r s , t h e fi n a l d e s t r u c t i o n
its enemies, the advent of the Messiah, and the nature of his King-

a.The Syro-Ej3J) ra imi te invas ion wi th v /h ich chap. 7 opens is recorded
t w o o t h e r b o o k s , I I K i n g s 1 5 : 3 7 ; 1 6 : 5 - 9 ; a n d I I G h r o n . 2 8 : 5 - 1 5 . ( S e e

fount of Ahaz* reign in Introd.)

T h e p r o p h e c y b e g i n n i n g a t c h a p t e r 7 a n d c o n t i n u i n g t h r u 9 : 7 m a y
re been u t t e red a t t he same t ime as one o rac l e , o r i t may be a g roup
p r o p h e c i e s .

There was consternation in Judah, the occasion being the Syro-Ephraim-
i i n v a s i o n , 7 : 1 - 2 . ^ h e r e u p o n J e h o v a h s e n d s I s a i a h , a c c o m p a n i e d b y h i s
1 Shear-jashub, with a message of comfort and encouragement to ^^ng
iz (3-9) . Th is message is fo l lowed by a confirmat ion in the form of
J s ign of the ^hi ld Immanuel , wi th i ts assurance, not only of the ear ly
mfal l of Judah* s enemy, but a lso i ts g lor ious promise of the bi r th of
J Messiah, 10-16. The concluding part of the chapter is a prophecy of
s calamit ies that wi l l come upon Judah as a result of Ahaz* pol icy of
>king an imholy alliance with the -ting of Assyria (18-25). Chapter
5 h t o p e n s w i t h a p r e d i c t i o n , e x p r e s s e d i n a s y m b o l i c a l n a m e , t o b e t h e
le of Isaiah* s second son - Maher-shalalhash-baz - that Syria and Israel,
) invaders of Judah, wil l soon be overthrown by the armies of Assyria
;l-4). Not only so but the land or Judah will also be overrun by the
ig of Assyria (5-8). God*s judgment wi l l be upon the enemies of the
i d o f I m m a n u e l , a n d t h e y w i l l b e o v e r c o m e ( v e r s e s 9 - 1 0 j • C o m f o r t w i l l
l e t o t h o s e w h o f e a r ^ e h o v a h , a n d d o n o t f e a r H i s e n e m i e s ( 11 - 1 8 ) .
idemnation will re at upon those who practice necwmancy, and who do
; f o l l o w t h e l a w a n d t h e t e s t i m o n y. To t h e m t h e r e w i l l b e d i s t r e s s ,
' k n e s s , g l o o m , a n g u i s h ( 1 9 - 2 2 ) .

In striking contrast to this concluding note of Chapter 8 are the
; h t , i n c r e a s e , j o y , d e l i v e r a n c e , a n d p e a c e i n G a l i l e e o f t h e G e n t i l e s
be brought about through the coming of the Trinee of Peace, 9:1-7.
s p a r a g r a o h p r e s e n t s a m a g n i fi c e n t d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e M e s s i a n i c K i n g -
1 and the person of the Messianic King, who "must-reign t i l l he hath
; a l l h is enemies under h is feet . " ( I Cor. 15:25)

I I Chron. 26 g ives us a deta i led account o f the great v ic tor ies
l in and Pekah had in the land of Judah. Fol lowing the gross idolatry
A h a z G o d d e l i v e r e d h i m i n t o t h e h a n d s o f h i s e n e m i e s w h o s m o t e h i m
h g r e a t s l a u g h t e r a n d t o o k a w a y m u l t i t u d e s o f c a p t i v e s . H o w e v e r , t h e
ies had not succeeded in tak ing the capi ta l c i ty of Jerusalem. See
K i n g s 1 6 . I t w a s p r o b a b l y b e t w e e n t h e t i m e o f t h e i r fi r s t s u c c e s s e s
. t h e i r fi n a l r e t r e a t t h a t I s a i a h ' s r e c o r d b e g i n s .

A l e x a n d e r
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2. "And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria, is confed-
Q-te witTr"Ep5raim. And his heart IBrembl^, and the heart a panpi a.

t h e t r e e s o f t h e f o r e s F T r e m b l e w i t h t h e w I n S , ' "

The news of the invasion caused general consternat ion in Judah# It
y have been at this time that Ahaz, in his fear, and lack of trust in
hovah, was particularly tempted to seek aid from the i^Jng of Assyria,

form that unholy alliance which not only had a great effect upon the
litics of his whole generation, but a most marked effeot upon the re
g i o n o f J u d a h .

"Then said Jehovah unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou,
^ Shear'^^Tashub, thy son7 at the end of^he donduit the upper pool,

t h e h i g h w a y o f t h e f u l l e r ^ s fi e l d j "

Shear-jashub was a symbolic name, meaning "a remnant shall return",sharacteristic message of- Isaiah. Jehovah had spdken this message in
L3. I t is emphasized in 10:20-21 and -dom. 9:27. This in i tse l f was
a sermon to Ahaz who was at this place mentioned probably to examine

3 city-water supply for the strengthening of the defenses of the city.

4. "And say unto him. Take heed, i^d be quiet; fear not, neither let
£ heart'Te faint, because of these two taTls of smoking fire-brands? the fierce anger"^ Ragin'.andl'syrll^ ahd" of the son of hemaliah."

In a message of assurance and encouragement the prophet is to urge
>n him quietness and confidence (Is. 30:15) because the two invading
igs have almcB t spent themselves, like expiring torches. He is to take
3d to fear Jehovah, not the enemy (8:11-14). Moses had a similar mes-
le for Israel at the Red Sea. (Ex. 14:13-14)

5. "Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have purposed
LI against thee, saying?^

"The kings of the earth set themselves. And the rulers take counsel
jether. Against Jehovah and against his anointed, saying:" (Ps, 2:2)

^ aga ins t Judah , and vex i t , and l e t us make a b reach
j r e i n f o r u s , a n d s e t u p a k i n g i n t h e m l d s T " o f i t , e v e ~ t h e s o n o r
> i e T r " ^

Compare Ps. 2*3. Their plan was to dethrone Ahaz and enthrone aL of their own choice - an obscure person, whether a Syrian or Israel-
> is unknown, as a vassal-king.

7. "Thus saith the bord, Jehovah, It shall not come to pass."
C h a p . 8 : 1 0 .

Ps. 2 :4-6 is a good exposi t ion of th is verse, a lso Dan. 4 :35. "He
th according to ^is will — among the inhabitants of the earth; and
.e can stay his hand, or say unto him, what doest thou?"

8, 9. "For the head ^f Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus
Rez^; and witj^n threescore ^d~Tive years sEaIl"lphra3S[ Be broken
p i e c e s , s o t b i a t i t s h a l l n o t b e a p e o p l e : a n d t h e h e a d o f l p b r a l m " Ts
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S a m a r i a . ^ ^ h e a d o f S ^ a r i a i s R e m a l i a h ' s s o n . I f y e w i l l n o t b e -
jlieve, surely je shall not be established."
, The first part of verse nine has been transposed by Dr. Jnbb, and
the passage rendered as follows, thus clarifying the meaning: "Though
the head of Syria be Damascus; and the head of Damascus Rezin; and the
Head of Ephraim be Samaria; and the head of Samaria Remaliah* s son; yet
within threescore and five years Ephraim shall be broken, that he be
ino more a people." The prediction regarding the fall of Ephraim was
'^accomplished partly thru the invasion by Tiglath-pileser (II Kings 15:29; 16:9) partly by Shalmaneser (II Kings 17:6) and finally by Esar-
^addon (II Kings 17:24; Clhr-oQ.,_5ax^) . The conclusion of this prediction emphasizes the necessity of faith, the acceptance of the word
ot Jehovah, thru the prophet. To despise •'iia word would mean destruction.
{ I s . 5 : 2 4 ) . 7
I *
1 - J e h o v a h s p a k e a g a i n u n t o A h a z , s a y i n g . A s k t h e e aoT Jehovah thy Grod; ask it either In the depth, or in the bel^fEt
poveT"̂

To the fearful, unbelieving Ahaz ehovah not only sent the assur-^
nee that his enemies would not be successful in taking Jerusalem, butj^
iontinuing his grace to the house of David, ""^e now generously offers
piaz a sign of confirmation. His condescending love is shown in Hispeaking again, in His saying "thy God" to such a wicked king as Ahaz,
nd in giving him the universe from which to select a sign to confirm the
ruth of Jehovah's promise, just given thru IsAiah. "A sign is not
jecessarily a miracle, nor necessarily a prophecy, but a sensible pledge
|f the truth of something else, whether present, past or fut'ure; some
times consisting in a miracle (Jud. 6:37; Isaiah 38:7,8) but sometimesh a mere prediction (Ex. 3:12), and sometimes only in a symbol, es-
pc ia l l y a symbo l i ca l name or ac t ion ( I s . 8 :18 ; 20 :3 ) . "2

12. "But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt Jehovah."
A direct refusal to obey the clear command of Jehovah, and a pious

^hovah and belief in His promise of the overthrow of Ephraim was his
^ust in help from the fcng of Assyria linked with gross idolatry. IIi r o n . 2 8 : 2 2 ; I I K i n g s 1 6 : 7 - 9 , 1 5 . " I n t h i s h o u r w h e n I s a i a h s t a n d s b e -
;>re Ahaz the fate of the Jewish people is decided for more than two
Lousand years. "3

: 13. "And he said. Hear ye now, 0 house of David: Is it a small thing
j£ to weary men, that "ye will weary my ^d al-so?" ""
!

I A severe rebuke to Ahaz and those associated with him. Not onlyid Ahaz refused to accept the message of the prophet of God but had even
rect ly re fused the grac ious o ffer o f a s ign f rom Jehovah to a t tes t the
juth of the prophet 's words.

A l e x a n d e r ,
E e l i t z s c h ,
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14. "Therefore himself will give you a sign: behold, a
ahaii conceive, anaTTear a aonT^d sESlT^alinSrlr name Immanuel."

This is one of the most difficult Messianic prophecies to explain,
^d there have been many different interpretations. Ohe refers it solelyto the birth of Christ as recorded in Matthew. The problem of this view
is to sh.ow how the birth of Christ coming hundreds of years after the
time of Ahaz, could be a sign to Ahaz of deliverance from Syria and
Ephraim. In what sense could the infancy of Christ himself still far
remote be the sign and measure to Ahaz of deliverance in Isaiah's time?
!A second view is that this passage refers to two distinct births, verse
jX4 to the birth of the Messiah and verse 16 to that of some other childMatthew Henry's view is that this second

? i e a p i n ^ d f v ^ r & d ' 1 6 ' ^ i s
,^B.efQre_ this child which I have now in my arms." i-hile the prophetforetells the birth of Chpist he foretells the birth of another child,
during whose infancy the promised deliverance to Ahaz will be experienced.
> f a v o r i t i s t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e p r o p h e c y t o h a v e b e e n^ sense in the time of Ahaz and Isaiah by the birth of a
-hild who was a type of the Messiah. The prophet makes a first refer-
Snce to his own times, the birth of the child then to be a sign or
pledge to ^az of the safety of his kingdom thes\; yet the ultimate refer
ence and glorious fulfilment is in the birth of Christ as recorded inaccord with this there is an interpretation given by Terry
.xJiDlical Hermeneatics, p, 333) well worthy of our consideration. He

The language has no double or occult meaning. Its application
}0 Christ in Matt. 1:23 is to be explained typically, just as v;e explain
^he passage cited from Hosea in Matt. 2:15. The most simple explanation
jS that which identifies the virgin with the prophet's young wife, calledn fihap. 8:3 the prophetess, and the child Immanuel is no other than
jaher-shal-hash-baz, whose name and birth were so solemnly attested
jsee ^ap. 8:1-3). "e understand this latter as but another symbolical

Immanuel, for the same great sign is to be at once a
^oof that God is with his people, and that he also hastens the spoliationf the two ^ngdoms of which Ahaz was so much afraid. In less than three
pars from the beginning of Ahaz' reign, Tiglath-pileser, &Lng of Assyria,Poke the power of Damascus, and spoiled the cities of Ephraim, as des-

r/ 15:29; 16f9. ihe language of Is. 8:4, when compareditn IS. 7:16, confirms this interpretation, for it shows that the signifi-
mt sign, which the child Immanuel was to be to the house of David, was
Lso to be fulf^led in Maher-shal-hash-baz. This is still farther in-
Ldentany confirmed by the repartition in Isaiah and 10 of the name
pmanue l . whatever may be one 's in te rpre ta t ion as to the de ta i l s o flis difficult and enigmatic prophecy, let us rejoice with the Christian
lurch thru the ages in its belief that this is a signal and specific
op^cy of the miraculous birth of Christ. "It is the Messiah whom theophet here beholds as about to be born, then in dhap. 9 as born, and
d h a p t e r 1 1 a s r e i g n i n g . .

I _ 15. "Butter and hoiwy shall he eat, when he knoweth to refuse the
il l and choose the good.^*^

I This limitation of the food of Immanuel to simple pastoral products
^taken by many to indicate a time of agricultural privation (vs. 22).he essential idea is that the desolation should not last until a child
en born, Obuld reach maturity, and probably not longer than his first

^ Delitzsch.
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3w years."5

16. "For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose
i i l a n d w h o s e t w o k i n g s i : n ' 5 u r a b H g r f ' e ^ t ' ^ h C T T ' b ' e " f o r ? § g e h . "

8s4; II Kings 15:29-30; 16:9. Before the chUd reached years. discretion, in fact in less than three years from the•beginning of
le reign of Ahaz the land of Syria and Ephraim was taken by the 3^ing
: Assyria whom Ahaz had called hither. Two tails of smoking fire-
*ands (7:4) were ext inguished.

^17. "Jehovah will bring upon thee^ and upon thy people,a nd upon
S ^Q-ther' s house, days that have not come, from the day that Enhraim>parted from Judah — everT^FIRrnF^f'irs^^Tirr^

According to the most common interpretation the person here addressedI Ahaz, and the land referred to in the remainder of the chapter to
>come desolate the land of Judah. While they will be spared from
•vastation from Syria and Ephraim, judgment will come down upon them
•om the ^ing of Assyria, such as the house of David had not seen since
Le ten tribes had revolted under Jeroboam. The very l^ng whom Ahaz
•d called to his aid brought him to the very verge of ruin, and ultimate-

the domination of Assyria took away the independence of Judah as well
Israel ^d led to their captivity. See II Chron. 28:19-21; 33:11;

':6-20. (See 'Times of Isaiah" in Introduction.)
18. "And it shall come ^ pass ^n that day, that Jehovah will hiss

Z y iy is in the u^ermost par t o f the r ivers or Egypt , «nf i
J . O . A n a I t s h a l l c o m e ^ p a s s ^ n t h a t d a y, t h a t J e h o v a h w i l l h i s s

H fly thax is in the u'FEermost part of tne rivers or Egypt, anp
£ t)ee that Ts In tEe land of Sssyri 'aT"'

Verses 18-25 give a more detailed description of the judgment an-
unced in verse 17. Like 5:26 Jehovah is here represented as calling
e nations to be his instruments. The Egyptianis, living in a land of

flies, the land of the plague of flies, are compared to the fly,d likewise the Assyrians are appropriately compared to bees.

,, "And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolatel leys, and in the c le f ts o f the rocks, and upon a l l thorn-hedges, and
S y i f i l l n o a - f - i i > t A a • • — — — — — — — . . . . I . . . . — • ■ " 'o n a l l p a s t u r e s T " * — ^ —

Carrying out the figure, the Egyptians and Assyrians are represented
coming in and infesting the land in every part like swarms of insects,is prophecy may point to the fu lfi lment recorded in I I Chron. 35:20-25.

2 0 . t h a t d a y w i l l t h e L o r d s h a v e w i t h a r a z o r t h a t i s h i r e d i n
I e v e n ^ t h t h e I g n j o f A s s y r T a 7 ' ' t E e a M

l a i r O j c o n s u m e

Jehovah will use the ^fejng of Assyria as his instrument to inflict
7astation upon Judah, Is. 10:5. In a sense Ahaz hired Tiglath-pileser
STond the Euphrates to come to his aid, and gave him presents out of thexse of Jehovah (II Kings 16:7-8), but this unholy alliance distressed
n and did not strengthen him (II Chron. 28:20-21).

A l e x a n d e r .
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D e l i t z s c h r e m a r k s t h a t t h e c h e a p k n i f e w h i c h A h a z " h a d h i r e d f o r
the deliverance of Judah is hired by the Lord to shave Judah wholly and
most shame-ful ly."

21, 22. "And i t shal l come to pass in that day that a man shal l
keep alive a young cow, and two sEeep; and it shall come to pass that
because of "^e abundance of milk which they"^aii give ne""^all ea^
bu t te r ; To r bu t te r andnSoney^sha l i e^ ry one ea t " " tha t i s l e f t i n the

1 These verses are commonly interpreted as meaning that ohiy a pas
t o r a l l i f e w i l l b e p o s s i b l e , s i n c e t h e l a n d w i l l b e s o l a i d w a s t e t h e r e
will be no agricultural products, and since the land will be so depopu-
jlated there will be an abundance of pastoral products for the ssiall
'^umber left in the land, "l/Vhoever has escaped the Assyrian razor eats
(thickened milk and honey; this and nothing but this, without change,lad nauseau; for the hills, formerly covered with vines and corn-fields,
' a re now ove rg rown w i t h t ho rns . "®

23. "And it shall co^me to pass in that day, that every place where
there were a tHousand vines aT a thousand siT^rllnsrs. skall he fo-p bT'f*
< ^ d t h o r n s . " ^
I
1 I n s t e a d o f v i n e y a r d s i o f d e fi n i t e v a l u e t h e r e s h a l l b e w a s t e a n d
[Lesolat ion-with a growth of br iers and thorns.

1 24. "with arrows and with bow shall one come thither, because all
! ? h e l a n d s h a l l b e b r i e r s a n d t h o r n s • " — — — — —

The land will become a hunting ground - a howling wilderness in-
i t e a d o f a p l e a s a n t l a n d ,
j

i Q J - J - t h e h i l l s t h a t w e r e d i g g e d w i t h t h e m a t t o c k , t h o u'halt not comeHEHiTEer for fear oTTriers and thorn's; but it shalirbe
0^ the sending forth o'^xen, and for theTread'ing of'jfEeep.'"
i The picture of desolation is here completed as it shows cattle tread-
hg the hills which were formerly agricultural or garden spots, but now
angerous waste places. In the background of this whole picture of theavastation of Judah are the unbelief, idolatry, and disobedience of ^JLng
haz, who, trusting in an arm of flesh rather than in Jehovah made an
^oly alliance with the kingdom of the world, thus laying the founda-Lon for the ruin of Judah as well as of Israel. (Prof, Moulton thinks
jrse 17-25 refer to Israel rather than Judah,)

8:1, "And Jehovah said unto me. Take thee a great tablet, and write
jpn it withThe pen of a manT^oFlaaHer^sEaTal^hash-bazT^—
i " — — — — — — — — — — — — —

I Like the prophet Habakkuk (Hab, 2:2), Isaiah is here commanded to
|ite upon a great tablet this symbolical word which is a prediction of^e speedy overthrow of Ephraim and Syria by the Assyrian power, the word
|aning l i terally. The spoil speedeth, the prey hasteth." This was to
I in the form of a clear public announcement.

' B e l i t z s c h ,
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2. "And I will take unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah —4 ' >
l e p r i e s t , a n d Z e o h a r l a h t h e s o n o f J e H e r c h l a h , " ,

The two witnesses were reliable, responsible public persons,
Lght be necessary for them later to witness this to be a bonefide.-^^ '
»ophecy. Boaz called witnesses for his transaction (RutE^i2, 10, 11).»lah may be the same man mentioned In II Kings 16; 10, 11, 15, 16,
IS this Zecharlah the father-in-law of Ahaz? (II Kings 18:2)

3, 'And X went unto the prophetess; and she conceived and bare a
!£• saTd JehovaET-un^ me, Cal l Ulsnaame^aher-shalair i iasI irgazT' '

Some Bible students consider this prophetess to be Identical with
le virgin of Ghap, 7:14, whom Isaiah had married In the meantime as
-S second wife. It has even been suggested that the two witnesses of

might have borne testimony to the marriage of the prophet at
'vi ^ y®• Besides the symbolical name being wfltten Upon the greatLblet (vs, 1), It was now given to Isaiah's own son, Maher-shalal-hash-
LZ, There was a sermon In the name of each of his sons,

, "£2£. Before the child shall have knowledge to cry, Mv father.id ^ moT^, t^rTc^ ^ D^ascus^d the spoil~fTamarra7~sEi[Tl
I c a r r i e d a w a v b e f o r f t t h a n P i n a - r » + ' A « — ■■■I c a r r i e a a w a y D e f o r e t h e k i n g o f A s s ^ a T ^

Here Is given the meaning of the symbolical name. It not only
nounces the fact that the Sing of Assyria would spoil Damascus and
m^la, but the date of It Is measured by the growth of the child, as. the case of Immanuel (7:16), In fact, the child of 7:16 and of 8:4,
cording to some Interpreters, is one and the same child with two
m e s , ,

Tlglath-plleser took Damascus, and plundered the land of Samaria In
eping wi th th is prophecy.

6 , "And Jehovah unto me yet a|
A period of time may have Intervened here. Compare 7:10,

^ this people have refused the waters of Shlloah thatsoftly, and rejoice In Rezln arig^emallah*s son;'"^
Isaiah l!20; 5:24; 5:9, One Interpretation Is that "this people"

Another that It refers to Israel. It probably Includes
^ Israel, both need the rebuke. Slloah, meaning a sendingwaters, an aqueduct. Is probably the same as Slloam, the pool at

Shelah (Neh. 3:15?. I'he house of
A Ahaz had refused the help of Jehovah and had sought aidom Assyria, In that sense despising the waters of Slloah. The Ten

oiily revolted from the house of David at first, but had
£ with the Sing of Syria to overthrow Judah. This people^ Israel , had despised the st i l l flowing waters ofLoah which present an Image of the Invisible ruling of God, which

3S not always appear sensibly to the eye,"

^Berefore, behold, the Lord brlngeth up upon them the waters
t^ River, strong ^d many, even the ^ing of Assyria^ and alTHbils glor:s
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S ii come over all Its channels, and £o over all Its banks,»
In striking contrast to the softly flowing waters of Shiloah are

e strong over-flowing waters of the Euphrates, the emblem of the
Syrian power. As a judgment upon Israel the Lord will cause Assyria
overflow upon Israel l ike the Euphrates overflows its banks, Israel11 be submerged. For fulfilment of this prophecy see II Kings 17:3-
1 8 : 9 — 1 2 ,

8, "A^ ^ shall sweep onward into Judah; it shall overflow and pass
it shall reach even to the neck: and tEe stretcning out oT^iiEs

n g s s h a T T fi l l t H T E r e a T O I ^ ^ Ta n E , ^
The Assyrian power will sweep on into Judah and that land will be

most sub^^erged too, "The prophet compares Jerusalem here to the head
the human body^ As when the waters reach to the neck of a man he is

ry near drowning, so here, the prophet int imates that the whole landuld be deluged, and that it would be nearly utterly destroyed," (Kim-
i), Judah*s deliverer is here addressed as Iramanuel: See Is, 7:14
i M a t t . 1 : 2 3 .

Judah is Immanuel 's land, the land to which He must come. I t wi l l
t be totally and finally overwhelmed since it has a Savior, God-with-
, who has all power in heaven and on earth. Matt, 28:18-20.

9, "Make an uproar, 0 je peoples, ^d be broken in pieces; and give
Zf ye of far countrTes; gird yourselves, and EeTroken in pieces."

Following the direct address to Immanuel is a direct address to theemies of Immanuel, in the form of an ironical command to them to go
in^their evil work, and be ruined, "Go on exasperating yourselves,on equipping yourselves; nevertheless ye are about to fall in pieces."7

10, "Take council together, and it shall be brought to nought;
sak ^ word and it snail not sTiSd~f'or^d'"Ts"lyifch us7^ —

N o t o n l y t h e i r e v i l w o r k , b u t a l s o t h e i r e v i l w o r d s s h a l l c o m e t o
aght, because the Deliverer is Immanuel, Is, 7:7; Ps. 2:1-6; Ps, 33:
-12; Ps. 46:6-7; Rom, 8:31; Rev, 17:14.

11, "For Jehovah spake thus t^ me with a strong hand, and instructed
P-Qt to walk'^n the way of this people, saying, —— ——————

Isaiah was under, the compelling influence of the inspiration of Jehovah,
was Ezekiel (Ezek. 3:14). God thus warned him not to s in l ike his

D p l e w e r e d o i n g , E z e k , 2 : 8 .

12, "Say ye not, A conspiracy, concerning aJQ whereof this people
9^1 A conspiracy;"ireither rear ye their fear, nor be""in dread there-

A common understanding of "conspiracy" here is that i t refers to the
Liance between Syria and Ephraim against Judah (7:2), and the force of
3 admonition that the prophet not walk in the way of the people who be-

D e l i t z s c h
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rttfSi„*;Sor..?r2S
. ° M t o r u m « . . m o r s

verse i s t ha t i t i s a wa rn ine aea inq t t ha T^ • r»^liling dem^d, led by Ahaz, for an alliance with the king of Assyria

to either of these views the heart of the oommand is
a-thly Lnger.̂  see rPet!"?:14!̂ 5f'
tar/^"T|TO H ^5rl^.-^ ^ Sanctifjr; ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

•^ere is the positive side cf
zed as the Holy One of Israel,
nr fear (Is. 29:23). Because Mo

sanctify him in the eyes of theuld not bring Israel into Canaan
s lesson here is evident in the
V. 15:3—4. "who shall not fear,
o u o n l y a r t h o l y. "

the command. Jehovah is to be recog-
Stand in awe of Him as the object of
ses and Aa ron be l i eved no t i n Jehovah
children of Israel at Meribah they

• (Num. 20:12—13). That Moses learned
song of Moses and the song of the Lamb,0 Lord, and glorify thy name? for

, ^ s a n c t u a r y ; b u t f o r a s t o n e o f s t u m b l i n s
F 1^1 Ti 5^^tn the houses of"Tifrael, fo'r~ gin and—r a s n a r e t o l E e i n h a b i t a n t s ^ T J e r u s a l e m . ^ —

a f i f®p associated with the word sanctuary here.I ' o t f J ^ L l Z ^ ' ' ® ^ P l s ° e s h e l t e r / b u t[•da blessing, of peace. Whoever sanctifies the Lord ofL l e ' d ^ h ^ ® H i m s e l f.sLfhS tS^ifleilo^sSipTSs' ^® feeds, and
Alexander sap the Hebrew word here toanslated sanctuary cor-

ESke 1 °̂° "̂ rhoL ̂ eek word,Tl iyiev, applied to Christ, ohVn ^ th ing tha t i s begot ten sha l l be ca l led thee f t ^ C l ^ r l t ? t h i s I s a i a h p a s s a g e i s a ^= ^®®? . the preciousness, seems to
ot ^ equivalent to the word here used. "To others he isitone of stumbling, but to you who believe he Isn ityfn , something pre-

something looked upon asloly.' The same fp-
: 1° is made by Paul in Rom. 9:33 ~ The doctrine of
I of^his'infrnifr^®"^ glorious exhibitions of God's holiness,
ieliever!"9 perfection, may occasion the destruction of the

th«:eon, W fall,^ ^ broken, and

Many, not all shall be destroyed, for a remnant will remain. The

D e l i t z s c h .
A l e x a n d e r .
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36 of five verbs here emphasizes the certainty of the destruction of
any. Compare Matt, 21:44 and John 6:66,

Compare Dan, 12:4,9,10# The Chaldee translation of this verse is,) prophet, preserve the testimony, lest ye testify to those who will not
)ey; seal and hide the law, because they will not learn it," I Cor,114, The act described is not that of literally binding and sealing
) a material record, but that of spiritually closing and depositing the
)velation of God*s will in the hearts of those who were able and willing
) receive i t , wi th a l lus ion at the same t ime to i ts concealment f rom
.1 o thers . The l i t e ra l i n te rp re ta t ion wh ich i s the bas is fo r th i s
)iritual one is that the prophet was commanded to take the volume or

teaching he had Just received,. bind it up and secure it for
i fe-keeping by the t rue fo l lowers of Jehovah,

17# "And I will wait for £ehovah, that hideth his face from the house
Jacob, and T ygll l look for niwi,"

See Is, 54:8; 59:2; 64:7. Jehovah hiding his face means the with-
awing of Ms favor. Here there may be s ome connection with the with-
Iding divine illumination suggested in verse 16,

The verbs "wait" and "look for" express the attitude of confident
p e a n d e x p e c t a t i o n , t r u s t #

18. "Behold, 1 and the chU dren whom Jehovah hath given me are for
5^^ f o r wonde rs i n I s rae l f r om Jehovah o f hos t s , who dweT le th i n
u n t Z l o n T " ^

There are two interpretations of this verse. One considers it the
rsonal words of the prophet Isaiah in which he speaks of his family
ven him of Jehovah for a gracious purpose, his own name (Jehovah saves)*
d those of his two sons having each a sermon in it. Since in Hebrews
fZ the first part of the verse is put in the mouth of Christ, the pro-
et is here the type of the Messiah, " Isa iah and h is ch i ldren a i re
gures and emblems of the redemption which is making way for itself
pough Judgment -- the spirit of Jesus was in Isaiah -- the spirit of
3US which in this holy family, bound together by bands of the shadow
inted to the New Testament community, bound together by bands of sub-
ance,"-**J*

The other interpretation considers the speaker of this verse, also
the two preceding verses to be the Messiah himself,' and the children

itioned the spiritual children of the Messiah, according to Is, 53:10#

In either case B^eb# 2:13 stamps the verse with a clear Messianic

19# '^And when they shall say unto you. Seek unto them that have
i i i l ia r sp i r i ts J and unto the wiz^Us, tSat ch f rp and that mut ter : s h o u l d

. I b i d ,
> D e l i t z s c h
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f Instead of puttliig confidence in Jehovah such as is expressed in
Jverses 17 and 18 there would he those people, influenced by the sinful[Superstitious practices of the heathen around them,to advise God*s
people to enquire regarding the future from necjgpmancers and wizards.
Such practices had been clearly forbidden in the law of Moses (Deut.
j18:9-14). Such a great sin was committed by Sing Saul when he enquiredfrom the witch of Bndor (I Sam. 28:8-11; I Chron. 10:13-14). Such also
?was a great sin of S.ing Manasseh (II Chron. 33:6), and a sin that was
fput down in the reforms of Sing Josiah (II Kings 23:24).

^ 'fhis verse gives the reply to be made to the invitation to partici-
jpate in such evil. Jehovah is the Grod of Israel, the only true and
'living God and his people are to seek Him, not senseless idols and the
d e a d . S e e I I K i n g s 1 : 1 - 4 .

j 20. "To the law and to toe testimony! if they speak not accordingito this worS, surely there is no morning for them."

\ The law and the testimony (vs. 16) is "the divine revelation, con
sidered as a system of belief and as a rule of duty." See Luke 16:29;John 5:39, 46, 47; iJ ^im. 3:15-17. "And we have the word of prophecy
^ade more sure; ^hereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp
Shining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in
^our hearts, (II Pet. 1:19)." There will be no dawn to the dark night?f sin for those who speak not according to the revealed word of God.
l?s. 119:130; Prov. 4:18; Mai. 4:2.

1 . t h e y s h a l l p a s s t h r o u j - h i t s o r e d i s t r e s s e d a n d h u n g r y ;
£5: ^t. shall~come to p^^s that, when tEey shall be hungry, they snail
yet themselves, aiI3 cursenSy"thiliTklM arid bV ^Selr Sod, aH^^tHT?!—E e l r r a c e s u p w a r ^ g f T ^ ® ^

I This pictures the judgment to fall upon those who are without a
awn, wandering through the land in misery and hunger, raging and cursing,
jainly looking for help. Compare Zeph. 1:5-6.

I . 22. "And they shall look unto ^e earth, and, behold, distress andA^kness, the gloom"of anguish; and unto thick darkness they shall be
l ? i v e n a w a y . — — .

[ Whether they look above or below they see only distress, darkness,
loom, anguish. Compare 5:24, 30 and contrast 9:1. Th,© chapter closes
1th the prediction that the wicked shall be driven away into thick
arkness, similar to the words of Jesus, Matt. 8:12. Such is the terrible
ite of these who reject Jehovah as God and King.

I 9:1. "But there shall be no gloom to her that was in anguish. In
time he brougEE l^to contempt the land of ZeHulun^and the land

O^aphtali; but^n the latter time hath he made iT"glorious, by the way
I the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nationsT"
[ Here is a most striking contrast to the close of chapter eight.
p?kness and gloom will not continue forever. The land of deep darknessfll see a great li^t. Reasons for Zebulun and Haphtali being in con-
)mpt formerly may have been their remote frontier position, and their
fposure to heathen influence and inroads. Benhadad h; d invaded the
igion 200 years before the time of Isaiah, (I Kings 15:19-20) then Tig-
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i th-pi leser*s invasion was in Isaiah's t ime (II Kings 15:29). Indica-Lons of contempt for Galilee are seen in the New Testament. John 1:46;
t52; Matt. 26:69. Instead of being a land of contempt this region will
3 m a d e g l o r i o u s . H o w t h i s p r e d i c t i o n w a s f u l fi l l e d i s r e c o r d e d i n
i t t . 4 : 1 2 - 1 7 .

^ 2. "The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light;
ley that dwelt in tlxe'Tahd shadow oT death, upon them hath the

The prophetic perfect of the verbs in this passage emphasize the
jrtainty of the fulfilment of this prophecy, which l ike that of the
'ev ious verse^ is fu lfi l led accord ing to Mat t . 4 :12-17. Sp i r i tua l
.indhess is dispelled through the coming of Christ, the light of the

John 8:12; 12:46. In scripture light is not only used as an
iblem of knowledge and illumination, but also of salvation or deliver-

3. "Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased their joy:
b e f o r e t h e e a c c o r d i n g t o t h e . 1 o " y i n h a r v e s t , a s m e n r e T o T c e

, e n n S E e y " " g i v I d e ~ i H e " " s p o i l . " ^ ^
The prophet here suddenly addresses Jehovah. Another blessing

retold is the increase in the people ana of their joy. This may refer
t h e i n c r e a s e o f t h e t r u e I s r a e l o f G o d i n t h e t i m e s o f t h e M e s s i a h

d the joy attending such increase. See Isaiah 35:2, 10; Acts 8:8;
Pet. 1:8. This joy is compared to that of two joyous times, the har-
st season (Ps. 136:5-6). and the time of division of the spoil (Ps.
9:162). Alexander suggests that there is probably an allusion tois verse in the annoimcement of the angel to the shepherd of the
rth of Jesus, "Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which
a l l be to a l l the peop le . " (L \ake 2 :10)

4- "For ^e yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the
d of h^ oppressor, rEou"15ast b'rokerr"as"1n the da~oT"¥ldian."—

Added to the other blessings promised is that of freedom from
pression. It is con^ared to the deliverance such as God gave torael from the dominion of Midian when Gideon was given the victory
udges 7). This prophecy may point to the temporal deliverance givendah when by the supernatural power of God Sennacherib's army was
stroyed, but probably refers in part icular to the glorious spir i tual
liverance from the yoke of Satan and sin received by the converts to
r i s t ian i t y in Ga l i l ee and a l l the t rue Is rae l o f God. See L iake 4 :18
i G a l . 5 : 1 .

"For all the ai*mor of the armed man in the tumult, and the gar-
ats rol led in blood, shalTl je for burning,"Tor fuel of flreT"

Following the victory over the enemies there will come peace, as3 already been prophesied in chapter 2:4. The very equipments of war
LI be entirely burnt up. They will not be needed any more. "H© maketh
P S t o c e a s e u n t o t h e e n d o f t h e e a r t h - - - ^ e b u r n e t h t h e c h a r i o t s i n t h e
pe (Ps. 46:9). Dr. Alexander points out that an allusion to this prom-
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le of universal peace and Its final consumation may be found in the
aises of the heavenly host as they celebrated the Savior's birth,

'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men in
nm he is wel l p leased." (Luke 2:14).

6. "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is givenj and the
vernment shall be upon hl^ sTioulder: and HTs^name sEali be caXIeS~Won-
rful . Counsel lor, ^ ighty^oa, EverlasTIngTather, l^r ince of Peace.

Here is one of the greatest texts of prophecy, telling of the per-
n and government of the Messiah, He comes into the world as a child,
e child Immanuel of 7:14, a shoot of the stock of Jesse of 11:1, and
ot out o f a dry ^ound of 53:2 , a ^av ior o f huke 2 :11. a?h is ch i ld is
e son of John 3:16, and Rom. 8:32, and I John 4:10. He is a gift, a
ft of grace, not to angels, but to sinful .men, unto us. The burden

the government shall be upon him. Is. 22:22; i^s. 2:6-12; Ps. 110:1-4;
ch . 6 :12-13 ; 9 :9 -10 ; Mat t . 28 :18 ; I Cor. 15 :25 ; Rev. 19 :16 . He is
rs. He is our King. He is our divine King. His name in the last of
is verse may fairly be considered an expansion of the single name
manuel.""^<^ (1) V/onderful - Kote that this is the name of the angel

Jehovah who appeared to Manoah. (Judges 13:17-19; Ex. 15:11; Ps.
8:23). Jesus was wonderful in his supernatural birth, sinless life,
b s t i t u t i o n a r y d e a t h , g l o r i o u s r e s u r r e c t i o n . ( 2 ) C o u n s e l l o r - I s . 2 8 :; Lu|^ 21:15; Col. 2:3. (3) 'i'he Mig)2ty God - As truly God he has divine
wer and strength. John 1:1-3; Tit. 2:13. (4) The everlasting Father -
e is Strong God, as the man in whom God exhibits Himself, and he uses
s divine strength in a philanthropic gentle manner forever for the
od of his people. "13 See Heb. 2:13-14. (5) Prince of Peace - "But
e goal ^d fruit of his dominion is peace. "14 "and this man shall be
r peace (Micah 5:5a). 'Ihe root of the word "shalom" (peace) sig-
fies "completion, or filling full of all hopes and ideals." Luke 2:
; John 14:27; Eph. 2:14-18; Col. 1:20.

"££ increase of his government and of peace there shall be
_e^, upon the throne oin[)avrd7 ana upon Ms raigdom, to establishTt,i ^ upho ld i t w i th . j us t i ce and w i th r igh teousness f romTiencero r th
^ f o r e v e r . " ; ; :

The principality of the i'rince of Peace will have (1) progress, in-
ease, Ps. 2:8; 72:8-11; Dan. 2S44; (2) peace (see notes on verses 5 and
; (3) perpetuity, Dan. 7:14, 27; Luke 1:33; (4) it will be the fulfil-
at of the promise to David, I I Sam. 7:16; Ps. 89:35-37; Jer. 33:15-
; Liike 1:32; (5) it will be founded and upheld upon the principles of
stice and righteousness, Ps. 72:1-3;" (6) and its performance is guar-
fceed by the zeal of Jehovah of hosts, that is, "the jealous love of
i f o r h i s p e o p l e . " ( Z e c h . 1 : 1 4 )

T w o K i n g s C o n t r a s t e d :
1 . Ahaz, a worsh ipper o f ido ls , I I Chron. 28:1-4.
1. Immanuel, the object of worship - God with us.
2. Ahaz, a Record of In iqui ty and Ruin, I I K ings 16:10-18; I I

C h r o n . 2 8 : 2 2 - 2 5 ; I s . 9 : 1 2 .

. D a v i d s o n .

. D e l i t z s c h

. I b i d .
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f 2. Imraanuel, Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
! F a t h e r , P r i n c e o f P e a c e , I s . 9 : 6 .
i 3 . i U i a z , a s u b j e c t k i n g , I I K i n g s 1 6 : 7 ^ ^ 9 ; I I C h r o n . 2 8 : 2 0 - 2 1 .' 3 . I n m i a n u e l , A l l a u t h o r i t y , I s « 9 : 6 ; M a t t . 2 8 : 1 8 .
I 4. 'fhe -Effect of the Reign of Ahaz, Judah brought low, II
j C h r o n . 2 8 : 1 9 .4. The Effect of the Reign of Immanuel, Peace on Earth, Is. 9:7.
i/
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? Chaps. 9:8-10;4. Cod's Hand Stretched Out Against Israel.
i.

Here is a Doom Song artistically arranged in four verses, each one
'(Closing with the key-note refrain, "Por all this his anger is not turned
jaway, but his hand is stretched out still." The message of the song is
[Ciirected primarily to Ephraim, the Northern kingdom, but is applicable
jto all the nations that forget God. Just as in the book of Revelation/before the pouring out of the seven bowls of the wrath of God there is
/the vision of the victors who sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, so
(in Isaiah before this threnody of sin and judgment to come is the glor
ious prophecy of the birth and reign of the Prince of Peace. Coming back:to his own time the prophet bears the message of the Lord to Israel of
his own day. The first verse, after a preface, points out the sins of
pride and self-confidence, and the consequent judgment of God in the form
bf invasion by their adversaries who will devour Israel (8-12). The
Second verse tells of impenitence, failure to seek Jehovah, profanity,
evi l doing, fo l ly. The resul t wi l l be the cutt ing off of a l l c lasses of
people, particularly the civil and religious leaders, and the withdrawalbf God*s compassion (13-17). The third verse pictures sin burning,
'the wrath of God burning, discord- among breth^rsn, mutual animosities.
itl8-21). "^he fourth stanza pronounces woe upon injustice and oppression,bhe consequence of such sins being captivity, death.
} . -

j 8. "The Lord sent a word "fcito Jacob, and it hath lifted upon Israel." /
( This message from God is directed particularly to the Northern king-
Jom, upon which doom had already been pronotinced in Chapters 7:7-9 and
! : 4 - 8 .
/>

; 9. "And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant!
f Samaria, that say Tn pride and In stoutness of heart,"
J . — — — —

The Chaldee version is, "All the people have exalted themselves,
fphraim, and the inhabitants of Samaria, in their magnitude, and in the
^ide of their heart." Pride is a root sin that brings destruction. Is.
;8:1-35 Prov. 16:18; Mai . 4 :1; I Pet . 5 :5.
I

10. "The bricks are fallen, but we will build with hewn stone; the
lycomores are cut down, but we will pCT cedar'^"l!n~their placeT^

! "The sycomore is a tree which only flourishes in the plain and there
te most wre tched dwel l ings are s t i l l bu i l t in the present day o f b r icks
j'ied in the sun, and of knotty beams of sycomore."! "Bricks sind syco-
b r e s a r e p r o v e r b i a l e x p r e s s i o n s f o r t h a t w h i c h i s i n f e r i o r a n d c e d a r s
i d h e w n s t o n e f o r t h a t w h i c h i s s u p e r i o r . H e n c e t h e f o r c e o f t h i s
arse is to show the pr ide and self-confidence of Ephraim in defying the
a d g m e n t s o f G o d .

' The adversar ies o f Rez in seem to re fer to the Assyr ians ( I I K ings
):9) whom Jehovah'used as his instruments to inflict Ephraim (Is. 8:4-7).

R o s e n , q u o t e d b y D e l i t z s c h .
A l e x a n d e r .

i



6 5

12. "The Syr ians before^ and the Phi l is t ines behind; and they shal l
r I s r a e l w i t h o p e n m o u t h . F o r a l l t h i s h i s a n s e r i s n o t t u r n e ddevour Israel with open mouth. For all this his

away!» but his hand Is stretched o^ sTTll,"
; O n e s u p p o s i t i o n i s t h a t t h e S y r i a n s a n d P h i l i s t i n e s r e f e r r e d t o i n
j th is verse formed a par t o f the Assyr ian army. Another is tha t a f te r thejdeath of Rezin, Syria ceased being an ally of Israel and became its foe •
A n o t h e r t h a t t h e v i s i o n w i d e n s h e r e t o i n c l u d e J u d a h w h i c h w a s i n v a d e d
by the Ph i l i s t ines in the t ime o f Ahaz ( I I Chron. 28 :16-19) . Enemies
,from different directions shall devour Israel with open mouth, like a
jpavenous beast, and even this will not be all of ^od*s judgment upon
^srael. (Chap. 5:25; 9:17, 21; 10:4). Deut. 31:17.
' 13. "Yet toe people have not turned unto him that smote them, neither
have they sough t Jehovah o r noaEs . "

; They fa i l ed to repen t ( Je r. 5 :3 , Hos . 7 :10 ) and to seek Jehovah .
jTo seek God, in the idiom of Scripture, is to pray to him (Is. 55:6),to consult him (Is. 8:19), to resort to him for help (Is. 31:1), to
jiold communion with him (Amos 5:4-5). Hence it is some times descrip
t i v e o f a g o d l y l i f e i n g e n e r a l ( P s . 1 4 : 2 ) . ^ o h e r e i t i n c l u d e s r e
pentance, conversion, and new obedience."3

r 14. "Therefore Jehovah will cut off from Israel head and tail, palm-
jfanch and rush. In one day,"
j These are common proverbial expressions to denote•the differentanks or classes of people, the high and the low, and are explained in
he next verse. The palm-branch grows at a great height on the tree,
he rush is a coarse reed of the marsh.

15. "^e elder and the honorable man, he is the head: and the orophet
h a t t e a c h e l E S l i e s , P g ^ i T T h e t a l l . " * ^ ^

^ The elder and the honorable man, the wicked ruler may be comparedb the head and the palm-branch; the false projihet to the tail and the
ttsh. Is. 3:2-3;Jer. 14:14-15; Matt. 7:15; II Pet. 2:1-3; ^ev. 19:20.
( 16* "For they that lead this people cause them to err; and they that
^ 1q<^ of Lhem are destroyedT"
! Note chapter 3:18. "And if the blind guide the blind, both shall
911 into a pit." (Matt. 15:14b)

l"?. "Therefore the Lord will not rejoice over their young men, nei-
)er will he have compassion on their fatherle'bs and widows; for~iverF"
£ is profane and an evil doer, and every mouth speaketh folly. For
S ^is hia^ger Ts not turned away, but his hand is stretched ouF"still."
i •I 'This shows the extent of God's judgment in His withdrawing his de-
ight from the yoimg men, the main strength of the nation, and from the
idows and orphans, ordinarily the special objects of His care. Even
iis does not end His.judgment. (Chap. 5:25; 9:12, 21: 10:4).

A l e x a n d e r .



I 1 8 . " F o r w l c k e d n e a a b u r n e t h a s t h e fi r e ; I t d e v o u r e t h t h e b r i e r s
[ a n d t h o r n s ; y e a ^ i t k l n d l e t h i n t h e t h i c k e t s o T ^ t h e f o r e s t , a n d t h e y
[ ro l l u jpw^d in a co lumn o r smoEeT ' ' ^

. "Thorns and briers are often used as emblems of the wicked (Mic.
[7:4, Nah. 1:10; I I Sam. 23:6) , and thei r burning as a figure for the
punishment of sinners (Is. 33:12; Ps. 118:12; 11^^am. 23:7), especially
by means of foreign enemies (Is. 10:17; 32:13)."^

19. "Through the wrath of Jehovah of hosts is the land burnt up;
the people are as the fuel of fire: no man spareth his brotherT^the people are as the fuel of fire": no man spareth his brother'!?'

1

' Commonly in Scr ipture the anger of Jehovah against s in and the punish-
aent of sinners is represented by fire. Num. 11:1-3; Ps. 89:46; Is.
p0:33; Heb. 10:27. "Burnt up" in the R.V. Margin is "darkened", the
|dea appearing to be that what is burnt up becomes darkened. Jer. 13:16.
( __20. "And one shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and heeat on ;yie left hand, ahd"They shall hot be siH^i^ied: they"""sEaTT
j a t e v e r y m a n t h e f l e s S T ? h T F " o w n a r m T " —

Not on ly is judgment presented as a dest ruct ive conflagrat ion, but
^so as a horrible devouring of one*s own flesh and the flesh of others,n madden ing , imsa t i sfied hunger, c rue l t y and s t r i fe .
; ^ , ,
I 21. Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh; and together shal l
j| gainst Judah. l^or all "this his anger Is not furneST^away, but hism a I s s t r e t c h e d o u F ^ s ' H X l T "

This verse i l lust rates the prev ious one. A l though Manasseh and
6hraim were most closely related as sons of Joseph they had mutual
bnity and strife from the time of the Judges (Judges 8:1-3; 12:1-6).
i w e v e r , t h e y w e r e b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r i n t h e i r c o m m o n h a t r e d o f t h e i r
^ramon relat ive Judah. See II Chron. 28:6-8; Gal. 5:15.
i

, The c los ing re f ra in i s the same as in 5 :25 ; 9 :12 ; 9 :17 ; 10 :4 .
i ■■ . ■

10:1. "Woe unto them ^h^ decree unrighteous decrees, and to the
l i t e r s t h a t w r i t e p e r v e r s e n e s s T ^
I
I

I C o m p a r e P s . 9 4 : 2 0 - 2 1 .
f

Fo r i l l us t ra t ions o f th i s s in see Jezebe l ' s p lo t to secure ^^abo th 's
peyard (I Kings 21), the procuring by Haman of a decree for the des-
pction of the Jews (Esther 3), the plot of the presidents and satraps
ainst Daniel (Dan. 6). Vifoe falls on both the superiors who decree
) i t h e i n f e r i o r s w h o p r o m o t e t h e m .
I

I 2. t-^n aside the needy from justice, and to rob the poor^of
right, that widows may be their spoil, and that they may make the

i E e r l e s s t h e l r ~ p r e y 7 " ^ ^ ^

I
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The effect of injustice and oppression particularly is that the needy
and poor are denied justice and their right, and widows and orphans mer
c i less ly t rea ted. See Chap. 1 :23 and Mai . 3 :5 .

, . . w i l l y e d o i n t h e d a y o f v i s i t a t i o n , a n d i n t h e d e s o
lation wnlcH shall come^om rarr^o"wEo5rwill ye flee Tor Hel^anH—w h e r e w i l l y e l e a v e y o u r " " g I o r y ! r ^ — . j 6 — _ — —

1

i "According to the usage of the Old Testament the day of visitation'is a time when God manifests his presence specially, whether in mercy or
lln wrath, hut most frequently the latter. "5 Here it is his manifestation in wrath. These three rhetorical questions imply that in this
judgment there will be nothing to do to escape its calamities, no one

ito whom they can flee for refuge, no place of safety to deposit their
glory, which probably means wealth in this verse (Gen. 31:1). The
judgment coming from far suggests a foreign invasion. See Is. 5:26.

j 4. "They shall only bow down under the prisoners,, and shall fallun^r the slain. FoF'^1 this hXs anger is not turned away, but his
h a n d i s s t r e t c h e d ^ ^ i T T l T T " ^ — T

i first part of the verse seems to point to captivity and death,the second part repeats the refrain of this doom song. (9:12, 17, 21)
le^and l̂?^^ '̂̂ ^^ fulfilment of the wrath of God see Rev. Chapters
I
{

ioctrinal and Practical.
deswveth God's wrath and curse both in this life and that

/nich is to come, -^hat we may escape the wrath and curse of God due to
(S from Sin God requireth of us faith in Jesus Chrfc t, repentance unto
' , di l igent use of al l the means whereby Christ communica-
|pth to us the benefits of redemption. "6
}

Li- revealed from heaven not only the wrath of God,there is also revealed a righteousness from
^®li®''er becomes acceptable before God,

M t i fi e d , s a n c t i fi e d , g l o r i fi e d .

A l e x a n d e r .
\ Shorter Catijtechism.
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laps* 10s5-12s6* Kingdom of the World and the Kingdom of our Lord*

^ The first part of this section sets forth Assyria the Instrumentr God's wrath, as a boastful world-kingdom which In turn will be pun-
Jhed with a terrible doom, this being the answer of Jehovah to the
• r o g a n c e o f A s s y r i a ( v s s . 5 - 1 9 ) . I n c o n t r a s t t o t h i s t h e r e w i l l b ele allegiance of the remnant who because of God*s grace will put their
*ust In Jehovah rather than leaning upon the arm of flesh (vs. 20-23).
le prophecy continues with the assurance that the anger of Jehovah will
i directed against the Assyrian Invaders to their destruction (vs. 24-27),
lelr approach to attack Jerusalem being vividly pictured In verses 28-
J. The annihilation of this Imperial world-kingdom Is finally por-
'ayed under the flgurd of the destruction of the forests of Lebanon,
> r s e s 3 3 - 3 4 . >

In striking contrast to the fate of the kingdom of the world there
I given In ^hap. 11 a view of the ascendency of the kingdom of God through
s Anointed One. He is a shoot of the stock of Jesse, house of David
's. 1). The Seven Spirits of God are upon Him (2-3). The standards
ilch He. the sinless one, will exemplify In his government are perfect
»-5). T]i© state of his kingdom will be that of peace and prevalence of
e knowledge of Jehovah (5-9). His successful sway will be further
Lown In ills drawing unto him the nations. His assembling the outcasts

Is rae l , and His res t ra in ing and conquer ing a l l H is and our enemies. "
.0-16) •

Such a glorious view of the triumphant Christ and of His triumphant
lUrch Is appropriately followed by the Song of Thanksgiving with Its
0 s t a n za s I n C h a p . 1 2 .

Summing up In the words of Deiitzsch, "Assyria proud of Its own
wer, after having served for a t ime as a rod of the wrath of Jehovah,
sel f now fal ls -under the power of that wrath; I ts at tack upon Jeru-
lem becomes Its overthrow, and on the ruins of this Imperial kingdom

the world, there rises up the kingdom of the great and righteous son
David, who rules In peace over his redeemed people and over the

ople who rejoice In him. -^hls Is the counterpart of the redemption
om Egypt , and one r ich In mater ia l for songs of praise, l ike that
I c h h a p p e n e d o n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e H e d . l e a . "

Chap. 10:5. "Ho Assyrian, -the rod of mine anger, the staff In
o s e h a n d I s m i n e I n d i g n a t i o n I "

See Is. 7:14; 8:4; Jer. 51 :20-24. Assyria Is to be the Instrument
G o d ' s h a n d s f o r I n fl i c t i n g I s r a e l .

6. "l will send him against a profane nation, and against the people
my wraThl'lyni 1 give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the

ey, and to t reaH uhem down" " l l ke m i re o f the s t ree ts . ' *

"The king's heart is in the hand of «ehovah as the watercourses:
■burneth It whithersoever he will." (Prov. 21:1) The profane nation,

e people of Jehovah's wrath may have a special reference to Judah but
t s o l i m i t e d . G o d w i l l s e n d t h e A s s y r i a n k i n g l i t e r a l l y t o " s p o i l s p o i l "
1 to "prey prey" and "to make them a treading down."



6 9

?• "Howbelt he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so;
t o u t i t i s I n h i s h e a r t t o d e s t r o y , a n d t o c u t o f f n a t i o n s n o t a "

. T h e A s s y r i a n i s i m c o n s c i o u s o f t h e f a c t t h a t h e i s t h e i n s t r u m e n t
I in executing God^s will| On the other hand he has his heart set only on
I ambi t ious conquer ing o f nat ions. Th is pr inc ip le o f the prov idence o f
; God overruling the designs of evil men is typically illustrated in the
case of Joseph's breth^ren (Gen. 50;20), and of those who crucified

, Christ, Acts 2:23,24. See also Fs. 76:10 and Micah 4:11-12.
f

\ s a l t h . A r e n o t m y p r i n c e s a l l o f t h e m k i n g s ? "
Prom this verse through verse 11 is the first arrogant speech of

Jthe Assyrian. Compare Chap. 36:18-20 and 37:10-13.
1 Many higher officers under the Assyrian king were like kings in the
jsize and splendor of their dominion and some were subjugated kings.
j(II Kings 25:28), "King of Kings" was a title given the Oriental Anarch
[(Ezek. 26:7; Dan. 2 :37) . Cont rast Rev. 17:14.
1

9. uot. Galno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not s^m-
^ i a a s D a m a s c u s T ^ :
j In the previous verse he boasts of his princes, in this verse of
^s cities conquered, not one of which was able to resist the Assyrianpower. Dummelow says of these cities, "The places named were all cap-cured by the Assyrians under/figlath-pileser, Shalmaneser, or Sargon;
ualno (a Chaldean city, cp. Gen. 10:10) in 738 B.C., Carchemish (on the
/. bank of the Euphrates) in 717; Hamath (on the Orontes, in the early
^,lmes of Hivite capital) in 720; Arpad (near Hamath, with which it is
^Iways coupled in O.T.) in 740; Samaria (capital of Israel) in 722;Damascus (capital of Syria) in 732."
i■ 10, 11. 22; hath found the klnRdoms of the Idols, whose

j-Piages did excel t^m of tierusalemTiEd or S^arra;'TEaIl i not
t s 1 h a v e d o n e
H o Ts T "

. a a n 3 s o d o l a l e m

1 Prom boasting of his princes and his cities he now boasts of hisof idol-kingdoms and Includes Samaria and Jerusalem. Compare
p: jECings 18:33-35; 19:12,13,17-19; II Chron. 32:12-16, 19. His ^gu-ent is that since he had conquered kingdoms with more or greater idols
ban those of Jerusalem and Samaria, should he not, as he had done unto
pmaria and her idols, a city with the same deity as Jerusalem, also
p unto Jerusalem and her idols? "The prophet has now characterized3Syria s sin. It is ambitious self-exaltation above Jehovsdi, carried
^en to blasphemy: and yet he is only Jehovah's rod, which it was in
j.a power to use."l

12. "Wherefore it shall come to pass, that, when the Lord hath oer-)med whole workupon mount zTon anS oFTerusalemTT OTT punTsh^
J® fruit of the stout iieart of the king o^Assyrla, and tHe~S,orv 'ofL S h i g h l o t i c s T " ^ ^ ^ —

4 D e l i t z s c h ,

L
f
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God here foretells through the prophet that irtien he has Derfor.mart

r ~ v ffl q q o Q + ! & A ^ ? e y e s . T h e e n d o f t h e w o r k o f p u n i s h m e n t
orl into the upon the instrument of punishment, and there-

. th, ioftrij,kMJ wio'si'sriSsSj'OTtsEie"" "=•"
nH £2£ ^ 2Z ^^e strengrth of my hand I have done itJvirM ̂  '7̂  r̂ Z® ̂ ngr̂ stending; and~f~have r̂ 5Sved"lEe —'Jge^eop^, and have^robbed their-^easurea. andall ant man^ nave Drought down i:hem thaF^t'̂ on" tbronesT^

a^'^^rL'^Ld'troker

t r t ^ "> ch i rped. '
■ „ . W V ^ ■

L e r e w a s n o n e t h a t m o i m o u W "

<-h 3m Assyrian king as boasting of the ease? e £,®? ® plundered all the nations, their utter help-•oud?3®d3f their lack of resistance or opposition. ^Thusoudly does Assyria look back upon his course of victory, and thus
ntemptuously does he look down upon the subdued kingdoms."3

t^ axe bo^ its^f against him that heweth therewith?^ ma^j^-Tts^T^gaj^st hlm^EEit'lH'eige^-m-as if a roHor~8 if a sfaff shom ITfFup TTHS

Ihe prophet shows the absurdity of the Assyrianls self-exaltation.
M o 3®use doing as he pleases at the same time God is over-ling his actions for the accomplishment of his purposes. The Assyrian

workman. An o ld rend i t ion o f th is ve rsebhall the axe boast against him who uses it, saying I have cut iwood);
the saw boast against him who moves it, saying, I have sawed? When

a® smite, it is not the rod that smites, but he whoites with it." See Jer. 51:20 and Rom. 9:20-21.
16. "Therefore will the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, send among his fat

PpurS^^or there shall-TiTin^rTia F^grnlng TIEe
The manifestation of Jehovah's pimitive power upon the Assyrians is

pressed under the figures of disease and fire, the former reducing the
?ength ^Ps. 106:15), and the latter destroying suddenly and completely.

I b i d .
I b i d .



Is, S717, 29>36; 30:30-33; Acts 12:23.

17. "And the light of -^-srael will be for a fire^ and his holy One[ 1 7 . A n d t h e l i g h t o f - ^ s r a e l w i l l b e f o r a fi r e , a n d h i s h o l y O n e
1 ^ 0 ^ ^ fl a m e ; a n d i t w i l l b u r n a n d d e v o u r h i s t h o r n s a n d h i s b r i e r s I n

j o n e 3 a y 7 " " "' Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel is light (Ps. 27:1; Is. 60:19; I
(John 1:5) . L ight is * the symbol and express ion o f ho l iness. " "Our God/is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:29). 'fhe sin of Assyria stirs up this
■fire of God*s wrath, and the host of Assyria is as thorns and briers
jbefore the flames of His righteous judgment. Is. 9:18; 30:33; 37:36.

18. "And he will consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruit-
(ful field, botTT"soul and body: and it shaTl be as when a standard-bearer
J a l n F e ^ ^ ' ^
i The Assyrian army in all its glory is like a forest and a fruitful
^ield, yet Jehovah v/ill consume it in its entirety. Sennacherib boastedt h a t h e w o u l d c u t d o w n t h e c h o i c e t r e e s o f L e b a n o n a n d e n t e r t h e f r u i t
ful field of Palestine (II Kings 19:23) but because of his raging and
Arrogancy he in turn was punished (II Kings 19:28).

j "As when a standard-bearer fainteth" in the R.V. Margin is "as when% sick man pineth away," the force of the expression being "the dying
)u t in the cons-uming fi re o f fever. " Thus in te rp re ted there i s a re tu rn
j;o the figure of disease in verse 16.
1

1 t h e r e m n ^ t o f t h e t r e e s o f h i s f o r e s t s h a l l b e f e w , s o
^hat a chiLd' majy write themT"*

Prom the scene o f the s i ck man p in ing away we a re led back to the
bres t des t royed by fi re , where on ly a few iso la ted t rees are le f t here
h d t h e r e , s o f e w t h a t a c h i l d c a n c o u n t t h e m a n d w r i t e d o w n t h e n u m b e r .
|his is a picture of what actually happened to the host of Assyria when
t a t t a c k e d J e r u s a l e m . I s . 3 7 : 3 6 .

i

{ 20.:-"And ^ shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant, and
liey that are escaped of thelbLOuse oT~Jacob "sHall no more again lean
^on Mm that smote
j 3 r a e l , i n t r u t h . "

u p o n J e h o v a h , t h e H o
l e a n
O n e o f

I n c o n t r a s t t o t h e r e m n a n t o f t h e A s s y r i a n p o w e r o f v e r s e 1 9 t h e
p o p h e t n o w t u r n s t o a f a v o r i t e t h e m e o f h i s , t h e r e m n a n t o f I s r a e l w h o
kail return to Jehovah, the escaped who" shall lean no more on the arm
r flesh as d id Ahaz ( I I K ings 16 :7 ; I I Chron . 28 :20) bu t in s incer i t y,
I thou t hypocr i sy upon the Ho ly One o f I s rae l . I s . 1 :9 ; 4 :2 -3 ; 6 :13 ;

11 : 11 , 1 6 ; 3 7 : 3 1 - 3 2 ; H o s . 1 4 : 3 ; R o m . 9 : 2 7 - 2 9 .
f

; The v/ord remnant "has a special significance in the prophecieSQof
i a i a h , a s d e n o t i n g ' a h o l y s e e d * , o r s p i r i t u a l k e r n e l , o f t h e n a t i o n
i i ch shou ld su rv i ve impend ing j udgmen t and become the ge rm o f t he peo -
Le of God, being blessed of God and made a blessing."^

21. "a remnant shal l return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the
>ghty God."

j W. L. Walker
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This is the prophecy stated in the name Shear-jashub (7:3), and
Le name * mighty Gcd * d5 found in 9:6. As verse 20 suggests the faith

the remnant (leaning upon ^Tehovah)^ this verse suggests the repentance
the rsmnant (returning unto Jehovah). Is. 55:7; Acts 26:20.

22. "For though thy people, Israel^ be as the sand of the sea, only
remn^t or them sHall return: a destruction is ^ nvft-nri

^ e o u s n e s s .

While the prece^ding verses (20-21) emphasize faith and repentance
th respect to the remnant, this verse emphasizes election and fore-
dination, Uut of the great multitude of Israel only the remnant shall
tu rn , accord ing to the e lec t ion o f grace (Rom. 9 :27; 11:5) .

"with regard to the mass, extermination is irrevocably decided; an
termination which is overflowed by righteousness, or better, which
ows along, that is, flowing brings along righteousness, and therefore
mes like a swelling billow of divine righteousness, that is, penal
stice."5 Isaiah 6:11; 8:8; ^om. 9:28; Acts 17:31.

23. "For a full end, and that determined, will the ^ord, Jehovah of
s t s , m a k e i n " " t h e m i ' S ^ o T T h e e a r t h . " —

Paul in Aom. 9:28 fo l lows in the main the t ranslat ion of th is verse
the Septuagint. "For the Lord will execute his word upon the earth,

n i s h i n g i t a n d c u t t i n g i t s h o r t . " A l e x a n d e r p o i n t s o u t t h a t " t h i s
rse and the one before it are quoted by Paul (Rom. 9:27-28) to show that
e Jews, as such, were not the heirs of the promise, which was intended
r the remnant accord ing to the e lect ion of grace."

24. "Therefore thus saith ^he Lord, Jehovah of hosts, 0 my people
at dwellest in Zfon, be not afraid of the aas^Tan, though 1^ smite
e e w ; a g a l n s - "^Ee manner

Turning from the subject of the remnant of Israel back to the main
bject of the rod of G-od's wrath, namely, the Assyrian power, Jehovah
om this verse on speaks words of comfort to his people, dwellers of
on. He exhorts them not to be afra id, assur ing them that the invasion

the enemy w i l l be f r us t ra ted . The imp l i ca t i on o f t h i s ve rse i s t ha t
e A s s y r i a n m i g h t s m i t e t h e p e o p l e o f Z i o n l i k e P h a r o a h d i d I s r a e l i n
ypt . Yet the i r fa thers in Egypt were del ivered by the power of Jehovah,

t h e i r h o p e o f d e l i v e r a n c e f r o m A s s y r i a i s t h r o u g h J e h o v e d i o f h o s t s .
. 3 4 : 4 ; 3 7 : 3 3 - 3 5 .

25. "For yet a very little while, and the indignation against thee
^11 he accomplisEed, and mine anger shal l be directed to his destruct ion."

Tha t t he I nd i gna t i on aga ins t I s rae l exp ress i ng i t se l f i n chas t i se -
i t i s o n l y f o r a s h o r t t i m e , a c c o m p l i s h i n g i t s p u r p o s e o f c o r r e c t i o n
i p u r i fi c a t i o n , s e e m s t o b e t h e f o r c e o f t h e fi r s t p a r t o f t h e v e r s e .
3 . 54:7) At the same t ime h is anger against Assyr ia wi l l cu lminate
i t s d e s t r u c t i o n . I s . 1 4 : 2 4 - 2 5 ; 3 0 : 3 0 - 3 3 - ; 3 1 : 4 - 9 ^ 3 7 : 3 6 - 3 8 .

D e l i t z s c h .
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26. ^ £^ovah of hosts will stir up against him a scourge, as
n slaughter of Mi^an at tEeTroclT^ftTr'Sgr^nH STs rod wilT^e—
ver^e sea, andnSe~wTn~lH't~rE up~afTgr~EEe m55ier~of~Egyp^ —

T a n d t o t a l l y J e h o v a h w i l l d e s t r o y t h e A s s y r i a n p o w e rIs. 37:36-38) is compared first to the manifestation of his power
gainst idian (Is. 9:4; Judges 7:25) in the time of G-ideon, and secondly
0 a similar manifestation of His power in the destruction of Fharoah*s
rm^ in the time of Moses (Ex. 14:16; 14:25-27). Contrast the rod of
ss^ia (vs. 24) smiting Israel after the manner of Pharoah in Egypt,1th the rod of Jehovah in verse 26 to be directed to the destruction
f Assyria as his rod was used to the destruction of the Egyptians.

27. "And it shall come to pass ^n that day, that his burden shall
£5152 o^^thy shoulder, and rils yo^e from off thylieck, and the""oke slialT be destroyed by reason o7~fatnes'sT"

The Assyrian oppression shall'cease. Is. 9:4; 14:25. There may
e a Reference here to the tribute Hezekiah had to pay Sennacherib (II
ings 18:13-14). Interpretations of the last part of this verse are
any. One is that Judah is compared to a bullock which grows so fatad strong that a yoke can no longer be imposed u-on it." Another is
bat. the force of the last word is not "fatness", but "oil" suggestivef anointing, and that deliverance from oppression shall come because
t the anointed king of Oavid*s house to which God has promised a last-
ag kingdom."© ps, 20:6; Ps. 89:20-23. The primary meaning of the verse3 clear, a prophecy of freedom from the bondage of Assyria.

28-32. Approach of Assyr ians to at tack Jerusalem.

2 8 . ^ c o m e t £ A i a t h , h e i s . p a s s e d t h r o u g h M i g r o n ; a t M i c h m a s h
1 T a y e t h u p " E l s o a g g a g e T " !

Verses 28-32 are "a prophetical description of the march of Sen-
acherib's army approaching Jerusalem in order to invest it, and of the
srror and confusion spreading and increasing through the several places
3 he advanced; expressed with great brevity, but finely diversified.
Lath , o r A i , was s i tua ted a l i t t le eas t o f Bethe l about twe lve mi les)rth of Jerusalem; Michmash about three miles nearer, where there was
nar row pass be tween two shs i rp h i l l s ; Geba and Ramah abou t th ree mi les

)re to the south; Gibeah a mile and a half more southward; Anathoth
Lthin three miles of Jerusalem; to the westward of which, towards Lydda,
IS Nob, from which placd Sennacherib might have a prospect of Zion,
id near which, it would appear, his army was destroyed."7 Aiath, was
'obably the ancient Ai (Josh. 7:2) in Benjamite territory, from which)int the land to the south to be conquered could be seen, Migron*. I
im. 14:2; Michmash - I Sam. 13:2,5.

29. "They are gone over the pass; they have taken up their lodging
I ^Qha; Ramah trembleth; Gibeah of Saul is i 'Ted.*" ^

The pass of Michmash is mentioned in I Sam. 13:23. Coii?)are I Sam.
t:4-5. Geba - Josh. 21:17; I Kings 15:22. After describing the Assyrian
5proach thus fa r, t he re comes the desc r ip t i on o f i t s t e r r i f y i ng e f fec t .

Dummelow Cominentary.
Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, p. 436.
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- I Sam. 7:17; Jer. 31:15. Gibeah of Saul (I Sam. 10:26) was the
I b i r t h p l a c e a n d r e s i d e n c e o f S a u l ,
I

i . . , 20; aO^ud with ^ voice, 0 daughter of Qalliml hearken. 0I L a i S h a h I O ^ h o u p o o r ^ S a a t H o t h l ^ ^ -

I ^ter the vivid description of the approach of the Invaders, and theI resulting terror In the towns as the Assyrian draws nearer and nearer
^Jerusalem, the prophet changes the form of description to direct addressto tne places of Galllm, Lalshah, £uid Anathoth, calling upon one town
1 to cry out In distress, another to hearken, and to another he makes a
I lamentation, Galllm - I Sam, 25:44,\ Lalsh was evidently not the place
na^d In Judges 18:7, 29, but a small village near Jerusalem. Anathoth,
jwell known in connection with Jeremiah (Jer, 1:1; 32:8),

31, "Madmenah a fugitive; the Inhabitants of Geblm flee for safety,"
; Madmenah Is not the city mentioned In Jos, 15:31, It together with
Geblm are unknown today. As places near Jerusalem they fled before Sen-
• n a c h e r l b ,

' 52, "This very day ^hall he halt at Nob: he shaketh his hand at
mount oT^e^ugIgr " "o I^ lon , "TEe 'SUTof Terusa lem,"

' Nob was a city of priests (I Sam, 22:19), and may have been located
on the height just north of Jerusalem, Here the Assyrian halted and
th rea tened the ho ly c i t y,
f

I 33, "Behold, the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, will lop the boughs with
pernor: and the^high of stature shalT"be hewn down, and"TEe lofty shall
; e b r o u g T r t l o w , " . ^

I Man's ex^jremlty Is God's opportunity, with the Assyrian power just
ptslde the holy city ready to attack what would Jehovah do? This and5he next verse tell us, comparing the Assyrian host to a forest as In
terses 18, 19, and Ezek, 31:3, Jehovah will cut down this power with
jerror wnlch had boasted that It would cut down Lebanon, See Is, 37:24,16-38, In the words of Nebuchadnezzar, "Those that walk In pride he Is
fb le to abase , " (Dan , 4 :& - . ^ )
' 34, "And he will cut down the thickets of the forest with Iron, and
^banon shalT Tall by a mighty one,""

In verse 18 the figure Is that of fire consuming the forest. Here
it is changed to that of rlon, hewing It down, (Is, 31:8) "Mighty One"
ay refer directly to Jehovah himself (Is, 10:21; 9:6) or to the angel
f Jehovah (Is, 37:36), his agent In smltlno the Assyrian host of Sen-
a c h e r l b , a

r

Chap. 11 :1 , "And t^ re sha l l come fo r th a shoot ou t o f the s tock o f
^ s s e , a n d a b r a n c h o u t o f h i s r o o t s s h a l l h e a r f r u i t , " "
i :

A g r e a t M e s s i a n i c p a s s a g e .

The close of chapter ten has just pictured the fate of the fongdom
r zzar, the dest ruc t ion o f the Assyr ian power, under the flg-?e of the/forest of Lebanon cut down, in striking contrast the Kingdom
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f God is here pictured as rising thru the Messiah who is pictured as
shoot growing out of the stump of Jesse. Here is the same figure as

used in connection with the holy seed in chapter 6:13. We are
old that the cedar is unlike the oak, in that when it is cut down it
oes not send up any shoots. So the Assyrian power was cut down not to
ise again. On the other hand out of.the ruin of the Jewish state and
ouse of David came forth the Messiah from the stock of Jesse like a
prout from the oak. Jesse is here mentioned instead of David probably
o emphasize the lowliness of the birth of Jesus. The house of David had
unk into apparent insignificance at the time of the birth of Christ,
et from this lowliness, as a root out of dry ground (53:2) He became
lorious (4:2) fruit-bearing, exalted (Rev. 5:5; 22:16).

For relation of Jesse to Jesus see Ruth 4:17; I Sam. 17:58; Is. 9:7;
at t . 1 :6-16; Acts 13:22,23; Rom. 15:12.

2. "And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of
^sdom andund i rs tand ing . the sp i r iT 'o f coun i^eT^d ' ^ghT7" tKe~SDr rTE"
r know ledge and o f t he f ea r o f ahovaET"

This is a classic passage on the subject of the Holy Spirit and His
elation to the second person of the Trinity. It is here prophesied
lat the Messiah will be endowed with the highest intellectual, practical,
id religious gifts by the direct power of the Holy Spirit. See Is. 42:1;
bis],: Matt. 3:16; John 1:32-33; 3:34. Note the emphasis in this versey tnb^^Qoly Spirit as the Author of the intellect, and compare John 14:
1 ] 1 5 : ^ C o l . 2 : 2 - 3 . V . )■ " D - ^ ^ ^

There are seven spirits which are enumerated from above downwards;
)r the spirit of' the fear of God is the basis of sill (Prov. 1:7; Job
i:28; rs. 111:10), and the spirit of God is absolutely the heart of
LI; it corresponds to the shaft of the sevenflamed candlestick, and the
i r e e p a i r s t o t h e a r m s t h a t s t r e t c h e d o u t f r o m i t . I n t h e s e s e v e n f o r m s— the Holy Spirit descends upon the second David for abiding possession
•- rhe seven torches before Hod*s throne in nev. 4:5, compare 1:4,
i r n a n d i l l u m i n e t h e s o u l . T h e s e v e n s p i r i t s a r e h i s s e v e n e y e s ,
l ev. 5 :6 ) "®

3. "And his delight shall ^ in t^ fe^ of JStovah; tuid he shall not
the sight of his eyes, neither decide after the hearing of

> s e a r s . — •

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s d i f f e r a s t o t h e fi r s t e x p r e s s i o n . G . S m i t h
Lys it may mean "He shall draw hfis breath in the fear of Jehovah." R.

Margin reads it "He shall be of quick understanding in the fear of
> h c v a h . A m o r e l i t e r a l t r a n s l a t i o n b y D e l i t z s c h i s " T h e f e a r o f
ihovah is fragrance to him." Not only will the Messiah delight him-
ilf to do God's will as the beloved Son in whom God is well pleased,
i t h is del ight wi l l be in the fear of God when he perceives i t in others
I s h a l l " s m e l l i t w i t h p l e a s u r e . "

F r o m t h i s v e r s e t o v e r s e fi v e a r e p r e s e n t e d t h e c h a r a c t e r o f h i s
vernment, the perfect s tandards which he wi l l exempl i fy as the s in less
ssiah. He wi l l not judge according to outward appearances, or com-
n r e p o r t s , I S a m . 1 6 : 7 ; J o h n 2 : 2 5 ; 7 : 2 4 .

D e l i t z s c h
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Alexander well expresses the force of this verse by saying "He
goodness, and be able to distinguish it withouta l l f r o m I t s c o u n t e r f e i t s . "

4. "B^ wi^ rlg^eousness shall he judge the poor, and decide with
? .C2II of the earth; and He shall smite the earth with theh i s m o u t h ; a n d w T t hOQ 01 ^ mouth; and: wTth the brea^ ^ Hrin:iP^aTI"h¥~sIi[y"TEe liTcked,"

In. contrast to the unjust rulers of Judah, Is. 1:23: 10:2: 5:23-
P ^ 2 : 1 , t h e p o o r , P s . 7 2 : 1 - 4 ;2-14, Matt. 11:5, and he v/111 decide with stralghtness for the humble
nd meek of the land." is. 61:1; Matt. 5:5.

l^derstand "the earth" In the second part of the verse to mean
« w o r l d , o t h e r s , t h a t i t m e a n s l i t e r a l l y t h e e a r t h w h i c hwhich together with the wicked people of the

punitive righteousness. "The very word of his
already a staff which shatters to pieces (Ps. 2:9; Rev. 1:16).^-

0 l i p s , n o f u r t h e r m e a n s b e i n g r e q u i r e d , e x e r -Lses an annihilating Influence. (II Thess. 2:8)

1 3 3 ^ - S i i S M i i £ £ W S ^ f a l t M u l -
As the girdle holds together the clothes, ready for action so are

Lghteousness ^d faithfulness as girdles of the Messiah's clothing.
been called the fundamental attribute of an Ideal king,

ipn connection of righteousness and faithfulness in Hosea 2:19, 20,
4 confess our sins, he Is fai thful and r ight- 'orglve us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

dwell with the lamb and the leopard shall
b®. with the kj.d; and the calf and the young lion and the fatllnff) g e I h i r ; ^ E a : m m e ^ l d ^ h a r r " l e ^ W e m T ^ - — — ^

Prom this verse to verse 9 Is a prophecy that the state of the Mes-
;anic Kingdom will be that of peace and the prevalence of the knowledgeJehovah. Some take this and the following verses literally as fore-
aiing peace in the animal world, such restoration of the harmony of

J® ®^SS®sted in Rom. 8:19-22. I'hls vlew^expressed by DelltzschI follows. There now reigns In Irrational nature, Irom the greatest
? down to the Invisibly least, a malevolent strife and fierce^ carnage. But when the son of David shall have entered upon

1 possession and exercise of his royal Inheritance, then will the
2 ® renewed. " The o the r In te rp re ta t ion wh ich we p re fe rthat of Calvin^Luther, and most Christian writers who regard these

lages from the animal world as symbolical of the harmony and securityat will come to God's people thru the coming and reign of the Prince
Peace. Thru His power the cruel, ferocious natures of men are changed,d they become new creatures In Christ Jesus. Such a change was typically

lustrated when Saul the persecutor was changed Into Paul the preacher,
cts 9:13-20; II Cor. 5:14-21; Titus 3:3-5).

D e l l t z s c h
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7, "^d the cow and tl^ bear shall feed; their young ones diall
• l e d o w n t o g e t h e r ; a n d , t h e l i o n s h a l l e a t s t r a w l i k e t h e o x T "

This continues the-beautiful imagery, Vilhile recognizing the truth
;hat there is a sense in which the harmony of creat ion wi l l be restored
through the reconciliation of Christ (Col. 1:20)^we believe the pri-
lary thought here is to the change to be made in the hearts of wicked
len, and as a consequence in the condition of society,

8, "And the suckling child shall play on the hole of the asp, and
' h e w e a n e d c h i l d s h a l l j g t h i s " h a n d o n t h e a ^ d e r ^ s d e n , * ^

Matthew Henry says "A generation of vipers shall become a seed of
aints, and the old complaint of '^Homo homini lupus' (Man is a wolf to

l a n ) s h a l l b e a t a n e n d , "

9, "They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for
he e^l^ shall be ful^ of the knowledge Jehovah, as the waters
o v e r t h e s e a , "

The picture of peace, harmony, safety is here completed, and the
eason g iven in conc lus ion, A lexander says "Th is passage is descr ip t ive
f^the reign of the Messiah, not at any one period, but as a whole, A
is to r ian , i n g i v ing a genera l desc r ip t i on o f t he re ign o f Dav id , wou ld
ot use language appl icab le on ly to i ts beginn ing. The prophecy is
here fo re one o f g radua l fu lfi lment . So fa r as the cause opera tes , the
ffect follows, and when the cause ehall operate without restraint, the
f f e c t w i l l b e c o m p l e t e a n d u n i v e r s a l . T h e u s e o f t h e f u t u r e i n t h e
irst clause and prater it e. in the secondTmay imply, that the preva-
ence of the knowledge of Jehovah must precede that of universal peace,
t i s no t t i l l t he . l and has been fi l l ed w i th tha t know ledge , t ha t men
ill cease to injure and destroy," Is, 2:4; Acts 2:41-47; ^om, 12:17-21;
a l , 5 : 2 2 - 2 4 ; H e v , 2 1 : 2 7 ,

. s h a l l c o m e t o p a s s i n t h a t d a y , t h a t t h e r o o t o f J e s s e ,bat standeth I^r an ensign o7 the peoples, unto him shall the nations
eek; and- his resting place shalT^be gloriou'sT"

Continuing the prophetic view of the righteous reign of the root of9sse (See comment on verse 1} it is here shown that the Gentiles shall
sek Him,. Paul makes th is appl icat ion of th is verse in f tom, 15:12,
ae Messiah shall be as an ensign, banner, rallying point. He will be
Dnspicuous before the nations, John 3:14, 15; 12:32 "And I, if I be
Lfted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself," Is, 60:3;
att, 2:1-2; Luke 2:32; John 12:20-21; Acts 11:18; 26:17-18; 28:28. The
ast clause, according to Delitzsch means "the place where he has set-
Led down to dwell and reign is glory, that is, the dwelling and reign-
ig seai^ Gi a king \dio shines over all, and rules all and gathers all
3 6 n a t i o n s a r o u n d h i m , "

11, "^d it shall come ^ pass ^ th^ d^y, that the Lord will set
L£ again the second time to recover the remnant of his people,shalT~remain from Assyria, and from Egypt"^ and from Pathros, and
?om Uush, and. from iillam^ and from Shinar, ^d from HamatHT and from the

T E e s i a T "

F o l l o w i n g t h e p r e d i c t i o n t h a t t h e G e n t i l e s w i l l c o m e i n t o t h e M e s -
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F, slab's kingdom there is here a prediction of the gathering of the remnant
I of dispersed Jews from the nations, a recovery or purchase (Ex, 15:16).
I It is called a second time probably in relation to the redemption from
i i i g y p t a s t h e fi r s t t i m e .
fc
; At the head of the list of countries are the two leading powers of
jthe time, fathros, or Upper Egypt, and Gush, or Ethiopia, perhaps includingpart of ^^rabia , were dependencies of Sgypt. Blam, a province of Persia
I and Shinar or Babylonia were dependencies of Assjrria, Hamath was aSyrian city at the northern foot cf Lebanon. Lastly, the isles and
iCoastlands of the Mediterranean, practically equivalent to Europe.
I'fhe islands in Isaiah occupy a most important place. 24:15; 42:4, 10,
^12; 49:1; 51:5; 60:9; 66:19. For remnant see chapter 1:9; 10:20-22; 37:'4, 31, 32; 46:3. 'The complete fulfilment is to be expected when all
(Israel shall be saved. The prediction must be figuratively understood,because the nations mentioned in this verse have long ceased to exist.
The event prefigured is according to some, the return of the Jews to
Palestine; but according to others, thdr admission to Christ's Kingdom
o n r e p e n t a n c e a n d r e c e p t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h . " 1 0

f 12. " ik id h^ wi l l set up an ensig
the ou-^asts oT^Israel, an^gather to
pie four corners of the eartET""^

f o r t h e n a t i o n s , a n d w i l l a s s e m b l e

Here are two predictions, the calling of the Gentiles and the res-
;oration of the Jews, agreeing with Paul in Rom. 11:25-26 - "A harden-
ng in pa r t ha th be fa l l en I s rae l , un t i l t he fu lness o f the Gen t i l es be
fome in; and so all Israel shall be saved." Verse 10; 59:19; Rev. 5:9:
;S . 27 :13 ; I s . 49 :11 -12 ; I s . 56 :8 ; I s . 24 :16 .

I. "Si® envy also of Ephraim shall ciepart and they that vex Judahbe cut off: lEohraim shall not envy Judah, and Jud^ shall not vex
pSraim.

The breach between the Northern and Southern Kingdoms mentioned in
?21 was historic. The envy of Ephraim was evident as far back as the
ime of the Judges (Judges 8:1; 12:1). It reached a climax when Ephraim
'pined Jeroboam, their own tribesman in revolt (I Kings 11:26). It was
png-continued envy. "And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam
jntinually' (I Kings 14:30), "And there was war between Asa and Baashaing of Israel all their days" (I Kings 15:16). In Nev/ Testament times
Jiere was enmity between Jews, Samaritans and Galileans. Compare pre-
'jieeies of reunion of Judah and Israel in Ezek. 37:16-24 and Hos. 1:11.
ider Chr is t as head nat iona l and sect iona l d ia t inc t ions are abo l ished,
^conciliation through the cross abolishes enmity. Eph. 2:16.
I 14. "Md they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the Philistines
( t h e w e s t l t o g e
[ a l l p n t f o r t h t
S Siiari obey tH

• e n o f
; t h e y
f A m -

1 I s r a e l r e u n i t e d w i l l b e v i c t o r i o u s o v e r t h e i r o l d e n e m i e s . U n d e r t h e
ss iah the church wi l l sp i r i tua l ly conquer her enemies. Shoulder means
p coast-land or borders of rhi l ist ia (Zeph. 2:5), Like birds of prey.

A l e x a n d e r .
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sraol will swoop down upon the enemy. Children of the east are the
5douin toabs (Judges 6:3; II Ohron. 21:16). Compare Is. 34:5-6 for
)d's judgment on Edom, and Num. 24:17-18 for ancient prophecy regard-
ig Ipael, Moab, and Edom, and II Sam. 12:26-31 for David's victory7ep the children of Ammon. ilils verse gives a glorio"us picture of the
Diritu^ conquests of the gospel among the enemies of the church, or inle heathen world, under the reign of the Messiah.

Qd will utterl;/ destroy the tongue of the Egyptian
S' jUs scorching""wind will he wave his hahd over the River,
i s s m i t e i t i n t o s e v e n s t r e a m s , a n d c a u s e m e n t o m a r c h o v e r o r v
lodT ' '

By His Almighty power Jehovsh wil l remove al l obstacles to the re-irn and:restoration of His people. See Is. 51:10-11. The tongue of
le Egyptian refers to the Sulf of Suez where his miraculous power was
lown in delivering Israel from Egypt under Moses. (Ex. 14:21) Again
> will redeem his people. (Is. 19:21) Not only the dispersed out of
jypt, but also out of Assyria will be restored, the way being provided^ Jehovah. He will remove the barrier of the River Euphrates. Compare
(V. 16:12. The prophet under these metaphors intends nothing else
tan that there would be no impediment to &od when he wished to deliver
s p e o p l e f r o m c a p t i v i t y .

there shall be a highway for the remnant of his people,
shall remain from Assyria; like as there was for Israel in the day

ix he came up out of the land of EgWtT^

God will provide a way for the return cf the remnant of his people,
le figure o f the h ighv /ay i s charac te r i s t i c o f I sa iah . See 19 :23 ; 35 :
1 0 ; 4 0 : 3 - 4 .

As God's power has removed the obstructions of His people in the
st so wi l l - l is power in the future restore His people, and overcome
e obstacles to the progress and success of the gospel. See Is. 42:16;
: 1 0 - 11 . / . '

Chap. ^:1. "And in that day thou shalt say, I will glvs thanksto thee,/o Jehovah, for thou^ thou wasb angry witE me, thTEe anger is
rned aw^, and thou comfortest me."

ThiA song of thanksgiving in chapter 12 may well be compared with
e Song of Moses and Miriam, Ex. 15:1-19, follov/ing their deliverance
om thk Red Sea, and the Song of Moses and the Lamb, Rev. 15:3-4 sung

s t a n d i n g b y t h e s e a o f g l a s s w h o h a d c o m e o f f v i c t o r i o u s . T h i s
ng may have been sung first fol lowing the deliverance from Sennacherib
reto ld in chapter ten, whi le i t cont inues to be sung by those de l ivered
om the bondage of sin under the reign of the Messiah presented in chap-
p eleven, verse one expresses thanksgiving for anger turned away and
p c o m f o r t t u r n e d b a c k . j l s . 1 0 : 4 , 2 5 ; 4 0 : 1 - 2 ; 5 4 : 8 - 1 0 ; P s . 3 0 : 5 ; 8 5 : 1 - 3 ;
s . 1 4 : 4 - 9 .

2. "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid;
^ «^QHovah, even JehovaE7 is my strength and sorg and he 3s become my

C a l v i n
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Ex. 15:2; Ps. 118:14. Jehovah is the source of my salvation. Is.
>:17; Matt. 1:21; Ron. 1:16; Rev. 7:10; the source ol my otx^ength and
^otection (Ps. 27:1; Is. 26:3^4) and the subject of my song*. Rev. 19;

3. "Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of sal-
i t i o n . "

With Jehovah as our strength, song, and salvation with joy shall we
>ceive an es^austless supply of living water. Jesus may have had this
Lssage in mind when he spoke to the Samaritan woman of the living water
!ohn_4^10-M), and when he cried on the last great day of the feast theirds of JQfa^ 7:37"38. Jewish writers tell us that one feature of the
>remoniaI or the feast of the tabernacles on the last day was the car-

t)y the pr iest of a golden pi tcher of water taken from the pool of
loam, the joyous singing by the people of Is. 12:3, and the pouringit of the water as a libation on the altar of the'temple, in memory of
le water from the rock in the wilderness, and in prophecy of the out-
uring of the Holy Spirit in the times of the Messiah. The joy of sal-
i t i o n i s h e r e e m p h a s i z e d a s i n H a b . 3 : 1 8 .

^Rat day shall ye say. Give thanks unto Jehovah, call upon
£ name,'"ZecTare his doings among the peoples, make mention that his
m e i s e x a l t e d . " ^

In th is second stanza of the song of thanksgiv ing i t is prophesied
at God* s people v/ill exhort each other not only to praise Jehovah, but
make known His praises to others. God's people are to praise, pray,

eadh. Compare Ps. 105:1 and I Chron. 16:8; Ps. 113:1-3; Ps. 117; Ps.
: 1 0 ; P h i l . 2 : 9 - 1 1 .

5. "Sing unto Jehovah; for he hath done excellent things: let this
k n o w n i n a l l t h e e a r t h . "

Compare Ex. 15:1 and 21 which the pro het may have had in mind when
w r o t e t h i s s o n g . S e e a l s o P s . 9 8 : 1 ; 1 0 5 : 2 a n d R e v. 1 5 : 3 .

H is pra ises are to be sung in a l l the ear th . Is . 24 :14-15; 42:1C-12,
is g lor ious salvat ion of which God is the author has in v iew al l peo-
e s . I s . 4 5 : 2 2 .

6. "Cry iJ.oud and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion; for great in the
dst of thee is "£he Holy One of Israel."

Here is a final cal l to the people of God to give expression to ex-
Itant joy, and the reason therefor^. Compare Is. . 40:9; .52:7-10; Zeph.
15-17; Zee. 2:5; Zee. 2:10-11. Concerning the name Holy One of Israel
e n o t e o n C h a p . 1 : 9 .

So the so-ca l led Book o f Immanuel ( Is . 7 r l i ) c loses w i th the thou^ t
I m m a n u e l G o d w i t h u s . G r e a t i n o u r m i d s t i s t h e H o l y O n e o f I s r a e l ,
the fu lness o f t ime Immanue l became flesh and tabernac led among men ,

o "beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full
g r a c e a n d t r u t h . "
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T h e K i n g d o m o f t h e W o r l d .

. T h e K o d .
, T h e F r u i t ,
, T h e F o r e s t ,

T h e K i n g d o m o f G o d .

. T h e S h o o t ,
, The Ens ign ,
, T h e R e m n a n t ,
, The Highway,

Reasons fo r Thanks g iv ing ,

. Anger turned away, comfort turned back, 13:1,

. Jehovah - my Strength, Song, Salvation, 12:2, Therefore verse 3,
, Re hath done gloriously - So great a salvation, 12:5,
. Holy One of Israel great in our midst, 12:6,


