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J C h a p , 1 3 - 1 4 : 2 7 . T h e D o o m o f B a b y l o n .

Chaps. 13-23 contain prophecies concerning heathen nations with which
' I s rae l had to do . The fi rs t one recorded p red ic ts the fa l l and- des tmc-
' t i on o f Baby lon . F rom Genes is to Reve la t i on th i s c i t y i s " i n fac t o r
/symbol the enemy of God and the stronghold of darkness." I t is the ci ty
I of Nimrod, Neb-uchadnezzar, and Beltshazzar, Built on both sides of theEuphrates it is said to have been from 12 to 15 miles square, had walls
87 feet thick and 350 feet high, surrounded by a great ditch always
.filled with water, had ICQ gates of solid brass, 25 on each side. "From
'the gates there were streets, each 151 feet in width, which ran througih
t the c i t y, so tha t there were 50 s t ree ts in a l l , cu t t ing each o ther a t
jright angles. It was famous for its hanging gardens, one of the seven
jwonders of the ancient world, Tiie city was located in a great fertile
r e g i o n a n d h a d e x t e n s i v e c o m m e r c e a n d m a n u f a c t u r e . I t r e a c h e d t h e z e n
ith of its fame in the time of rjebuchadnezzar who began to reign about100 years after the death of Isaiah, Cyrus took it by diverting the
waters of the Euphrates, which ran through the midst, and entering by
|jhe channel; and the river being never restored to its proper course,
Overflowed the whole country, and made it a morass,"
' Alexander says we have here "a prophetic picture of the fall of
^abylon considered as a whole, some of the traits being taken from the
jirst and some from the last stage of the fatal process while others are
i n d e fi n i t e o r c o m m o n t o a l l , "
(

Following the title of the propecy (13:1) there are presented: 1,Ihe mustering of the hosts of Jehovah for the execution of His judgment
;2-5). 2. The coming of the day of Jehovah with all of its terrcas (6-16),
J. The working of the instruments of Jehovah, the Medes, in the accom-)lishment of his vengeance upon Babylon (17-18). 4. The utter destruc
tion and desolation of the enemy of Jehovah (19-22). 5. The promise
joncerning Israel, a proohecy which is expanded in Chapters 40-66 (Chap..4:1-3). 6. The parable against the -ife-ng of Babylon with a briA r pro-
hecy of Babylon*s complete overthrow (4-23), This parable is ifi theorm of a taunting song of triumph over Babylon^ and its fallen monarch,
yeminent in which are the dramatic scenes in Hades when the king of Baby-
on^enters, and on the bat t lefield where the dishonored corpse of the
ing lies imburied, 7. The presentation of God*s purpose against As-
y r i a ( v e r s e s 2 4 - 2 7 ) .

1 13:1. "The burden of Babylon, whioh Isaiah the son of i^imoz did see."

I "Burden" is from the Hebrew root meaning "to put forth with the
?ice,' an utterance, an oracle, a weighty prophecy, commonly carrying
tth it the idea of the judicial sentence of ^od. Concerning Babylon
5e above in t roduc t ion . Concern ing Isa iah see in t roduc t ion to I sa iah .
I

! 2, "Set X® £2 ensign upon the bare mountain, lift up the voice\to them, wave the hand, that they may go into the gates o? the nobles. "
> Jehovah is mustering his armies, the order being given to His sub
le ts . l i i e methDd o f ga ther ing H is hos ts i s by th ree s igns a l l favor i te
yth Isaiah: (1) the ensign on a bare mountain so as to be seen from afar,
J) the lifting up of the voice, (3) the waving of the hand. The people' be called are the Medes (vs. 17). The hosts are to go to the gates
f t h e B a b y l o n n o b l e s .
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3. have coimnanded my consecrated ones, y^, I have called my
lor mine anger, even my prondly exullting ones."

ihe consecrated ones are those set apart for a special service, those
3 be used as Qod*s instruments against Babylon. Note the reference to
pus in Isaiah 45:1-5. As heroes proudly exulting, the Medes and Per-Lans were to be used to execute God.»s wrath on Babylon, (See Jer. 51:
3-24) and deliver Israel, (See Ezra 7:12-26).

4. "The noise of a multitude in the mountains, as of a great peo-
i®' tl^ noise of a tumult of the kingdoms of the nations gathered tbgethei
movah of hosts 3^ muster ing TEe host for "^e-Tat t le . "

C o m p a r e J e r. 5 0 : 2 - 3 ; 5 1 : 11 .

A vivid pioture of the noise of the gathering of the armies of
Jhovah for the destruction of Babylon, lii the army of Cyrus, besides
)des and uersiana, /jexAOj^h«^n mentions Armenians and Jeremiah adds other
i t i o n s ( J e r. 5 0 : 9 ; 5 1 : 2 7 ) .

5. "They come from a far country, from the uttermost part of heaven,
Jehovah, and the weapons of his indignation, to desTroy the^whole

"It is the army under the guidance of Jehovah, the God of the hosts
spir i ts and stars whose wrath i t is about to execute on the whole

irth, that is, on the kingdom of the world, for the fall of Babylon is
judgment, and it is accompanied with judgments upon all peoples underle Babylonian government. "^ Jehovah is the leader of the fight against
s enemy, (is. 42:13). Prom a far country, the remotest point in sight
ley are coming, Jer. 50:3, 9. Jehovah and the weapons of His wrath,
er. 51:20) to destroy the whole kingdom. Is. 34:2.

6. "Wail ye; for the day of Jehovah is at hand; as.destruction from
.e Almighty 3hall"'ij^ comeT^

For comment on ''day of Jehovah " see note fihap. 2:12. Compare verse
34:8; Ezek. 30:3; Amos 5:18; Zeph. 1:7; 2:2-3; Mai. 4:5; Joel 1:15.

mighty (Hebrew Shaddai). See Gen. 17:1; Ex. 6:2. "The outcry, wail
, is founded on the expression 'the day of Jehovah is near,' wiiichom the time of.Obadiah and Joel was the watchword of prophecy."2

7. "Therefore shall all hands 1:^ i'©_©ble, and every heart of man shall
I t . — — — — . _ _ _ _

This describes the weakness, helplessness, terror, despair that will
me to the Babylonians, the bodily and mental effects upon them. (Josh.
5 ; Ps . 22 :14 ; Jer. 50 :43 ; Job . 4 :3 ) .

8 . ' A n d t h e y s h a l l b e d i s m a y e d ; p a n g s a n d s o r r o w s s h a l l t a k e h o l d
them; tney shall be in pain as a woman in travail: they shall look
a m a z e m e n t o n e a t a n o ^ e r ; t h e i r f a c e s s H a l l b e f a c e s o f fl a m e . ' "

A v iv id descr ip t ion o f the d is t ress , pangs, c ramps, angu ish tha t
11 suddenly come upon them. At the hand-writing on the wall Belshaz'

D e l i t z s c h
I b i d .
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ar*s "co-untenance was changed in him, and his thonghts troiibled him;
ad the "joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against
aother, (Dan. 5:6) Such will be the sudden anguish of many on the
L n a l j u d g m e n t d a y. I T h e s s . 5 : 3 .

"Behold, the day of Jehovah cometh, cruel, with wrath and fierce
to make the laha a'^esolation, and to destroy the s3^nners there-

E ^ u t ^ i t . " ^

God*s justice will be exhibited on the day of Jehovah, that great
id terrible day, when His wrath and fierce anger will be manifested in
i s o l a t i o n t o t h e l a n d a n d d e s t r u c t i o n t o t h e s i n n e r s . S e e v e r s e s 1 5 -

Jer. 6 :22-23; 50:40-42; Rev. 18:8, "The wages of s in are death, "
) m , 6 : 2 3 ( a ) .

10. "For th^ stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall
their'^TTght; the s"un shall be darkened in. its going rortEl an<

n o t c a u s e

This is a very vivid representation of extreme calamities, the with-
'awal of light from the earth. Amos says of the day of Jehovah, "ItI darkness and not light" (Amos 5:18). See Is. 24:23; Joel 2:10, 31;
L t t . 2 4 : 2 9 ; R e v . 6 : 1 2 - 1 4 . > » >

Matthew Henry says in this connection, "They shall be as men in
stress at sea, when neither sun nor stars appear. Acts 27:20. It shall
( as dreadful a time v/ith them as it woui.d be with the earth, if all
le heavenly luminaries were turned into darkness; a resemblance of the
•y of judgment, when the sun shall be tiarned into darkness."

11. "And I will punish the ^rld for their evil, and the wicked for
eir iniquity: and I v;iii cause the arro'gancv of the prou^^^o cease.
d w i l l l a v l o w f i n c r V i H r » / a a a r \ f 4 - " K T ' —■ — — — — — — .a w i l l l a y l o w z n e n a u g h t i n e s s o T ^ t h e ^ e r r l b l ^ "

As is frequent in Isaiah.the figure of speech Is changed into liter-
expression. (See 5:7; and 11:9). in the purpose of Jehovah the wicked

st be punished, in the accomplishment of which the proud must be
ought low. An outstanding sin of Babylon - and of the world for thattter - was pride. Compare Jer.a:34-38; Rev. 18:2-3; Is. 14:12-16;
n. 5:22-23. A characteristic theme of Isaiah is that the proud must
brought low. I'he judgment upon Babylon is typical of what will comeon other people and nations for similar sin. See Rev. Chaps. 17 and

12. "l will make a man more rare than fine
re go ld o f Oph l r. " g o l d , e v e n a m a n t h a n t h e

The scarcity of men to be left after this judgment is such that one
Q will be more rare than finest gold such as the gold of Ophir. (I
igs 9 :28; Job 28:16; Ps. 45:9) . The locat ion o f Oph i r i s a mat ter o f
ijecture, Joseph"us supposing it to be in the iiiast Indies, Bruce inath africa. Delitzsch considers the gold regions of India most prob-
Le; o thers Southern Arabia. Th is verse emphasizes that there would
a great destruct ion of the men, depopulat ing the land. Compare s imi-

? j u d g m e n t u p o n I s r a e l 4 : 1 ; 6 : 11 - 1 2 .

13* "Therefore I will make the heavens to tremble, and the earth
a l l b e s h a k e n o u t o f i t s p l a c e , i n t h e w r a t h o f J e h o v a h o f h o s t s , a n d
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S d o - y h i 3 f l e p c e a n g e r • "

Compare Haggai 2:6"? Matt. 24:29 , 35; Heb. 12:26-27; Rev. 20:11.Mle there is a sense In which the material universe, the natural world
bove and below, cannot remain unaffected by the wrath of God, yet the
am force of this verse is probably figurative, showing the consterna-
lon, confusion and coimotion in the minds and affairs of men because ofbe judgment of God, The figure in Isaiah is a strong one to denote
tie terror of the anger of God against Babylon.

14. 'And ^ shall come to pass, that as the chased roe, and as
3 2 ^ . g a t g e r e t h , t h e y s h a l l t u r n e v e r y m a n t F H E i s ~ ^ n ~ D e o D l e .I d s h a l l f l e e e v e r y m a n - T o \ l 3 ^ w i r T a n d T " —

i'he roe is a timid and swift animal. The scattering of sheep that
ive no shepherd is proverbial (Matt. 9:36). These figures illustrate '
le flight from i^abylon of foreigners in the city. There were a great
my there from other nations as merchants, and perhaps as warriors ofle king of ijabylon. This city was a world market, the "shopkeeper * s
. ty o f the merchants land. " See Is . 47 :15,

15. "Even*/ one that m found shall be thrust through; and every one
Lat is taken shal l fa lT By the sword.^

Those who do not succeed in escaping from the city shall be indis-
Iminately slain, a wholesale massacre. Jer. 60:35-42; 51:4. Thoseund in the dabylon of sin may expect the judgment . Babylon received.
Lnd I heard another voice from heaven saying. Come forth, my people,
.t of der, that ye have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye receive
t 01 her plagues: for her sins have reached even unto heaven, and God
th remembered her iniquities." (Rev. 18:4-5).

16 . The i r in fan ts a lso sha l l be dashed in p ieces be fore the i r eves :
e i r h o u s e s ■— j _ j n ■ — ■■■ ^ 'a n d t H e i r w i v e s r

Not only would there be flif-^t, and general massacre, but also hor-
ble mass.ere of infants plundering of ohe.^i.- homes and ravishing of
eir wives.^ Such atrocities evidently were committed by many of the
des from the north, God overruling them for the execution of His right-
us judgment upon the Empire which had committed the barbarities in
pusalem. (See II Chron. 36:17 and Lam. 5:11) Such judgment is threat-
ed in Ps. 137:8-9. Compare Ps. 76:10.

17. "Behold, I will stir u^ the Medes against them, who shall not
gard silver, and as for gold, tHiy shall not delig^in'TF.'^

With this verse the prophecy gives the name of the instruments God
lid use to conquer Babylon, namely the Medes. See Jer. 51:11 and Dan.
28r31. Media was an ancient kingdom, east of As^-yria, in a most fer-
L e r e g i o n o f A s i a .

"As the Medes did not become an independent monarchy till after the
be of this prediction, it affords a striking instance of prophetic fore-
ght. at the date of this prediction they formed a part of the Assyrian
pire, but revolted at the time of the Assyrian invasion of Syria and

B a r n e s
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s rae l , The i r fi rs t k ing , De joces , was e lec ted about 700 years be fo re
hr ist . His son, Phraortes, conquered Persia, and the uni ted Medes and
ersians, wi th the aid of the Babylonians, subdued Assyr ia under the
onduct of Cyaxares I. The conquest of Babylon was effected in the
eign of Cyaxares II by the Median army, with an auxilary force of 30,000
ersians, under the command of Cyrus, the fcng's nephew."4

T h e l a s t p a r t o f t h i s v e r s e s e e m s t o i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e M e d e s h a d
more thirst for blood than gold" and would not accept bribes or ransoms
o secure the l i ves o f the i r enemies . Proverbs 6 ;34-35« Accord ing to
enophon. Gyrus attrTjibuted to the Medes the characteristic of disregard
o r r i c h e s .

18. "And their bows shall dash the'young men in pieces; and they
^Q-11 have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare
t i i l d r e n . "

Compare verse 16. The Medes were said to be especial ly ski l ful in
le use of the bow. Extreme cruelty and lack of mercy are shown in the
L a u g h t e r o f y o u n g m e n , b a b i e s a n d c h i l d r e n .

19. "And Babylon, the gl^ry of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldean's
^Ide, shall be as when"1jod overtlirew Sodom'''lLn'g~Go'morrah.'"

See in t roduc t ion to th i s chap te r regard ing Baby lon . O ther appe l la -
Lans of Babylon are "golden city (Is. 14:4), "mistress of kingdoms"
Cs. 47:5). Compare Rev. 17:5. Prom glory and beauty, the Chaldean's
'ide (Dan. 4:30), the city came to complete destruction. Gen. 19:24;
)ut. 29:23. The country of the Chaldeans was located near the head of
le Persian Gulf. Their rule over Babylon began with Nabopolassar, the
J - t h e r o f N e b u c h a d n e z z a r .

In v iew o f the h is to r ica l fac t tha t the des t ruc t ion o f Baby lon was
^adual process, first under Cyrus then followed by Darius Hystaspes,.exander the Gre-t, Antigonus, Demetrius, and the Parthians, and the

>unding of the cities of Selencia and Cetesiphon, J.A.Alexander's intei-
'etation is that the prophecy here recorded does not relate to any
le invasion or attack exclusively, but to the whole process of sub** ec-
.on and decay, so completely carried out through a course of ages.^

2 0 . s h a l l n e v e r i n h a b i t e d , n e i t h e r s h a l l i t b e d w e l t i n f r o m
>neration"To generation: neither shall the Arabian pT5cE~tent there;
either shal l shepherdiTmaJge tHelr fl6c"kTTo"TIe downTEereT"

C o m p a r e I s . 1 4 : 2 3 ; J e r . 5 1 : 3 7 - 4 3 ; R e v. 1 8 : 2 1 - 2 3 .

In the ll^t of this curse upon Babylon it is significant that
exander the ^reat, proposing to make Babylon the metropolis of his em-
re , was s t r i cken to dea th a t the ear l y age o f th i r t y - th ree , h i s w ish
v e r b e c o m i n g a r e a l i t y . W e a r e t o l d t h a t a t t h e t i m e o f h i s d e a t h
1,000 workmen were employed for two months in clearing away the rubbish
o m t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e N i m r o d To w e r .

It is said that modern Arabs, dreading evil spirits and the ghost
Nimrod, are afraid to spend a night at the site of ancient Babylon.

A l e x a n d e r
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, b e a a ^ o f t h e d e s e r t s h a l l l i e t h e r e ; a n d t h e i r h o u s e s^ o f d o l e f u l c r e a t e s ; a n d o s t r i c H ^ s h a l l d ^ e l l t h e r e , a n d
w i l d s o a t T T E a T T d a n c e t h f i T » P . » *

; (Compare Babylon of the Apocalypse - Rev. 18:2). Verse 20 pictures
I the J'oin of Babylon negatively. It shall be without population and with-
^ out domesticated animals, 0kthe other hand verses 21-22 present the'Positive picture. It shall be a wilderness inhabited by wild beasts.

houses of the Babylonians shall be inhabited by doleful creatures
with their strange howls or yells. In the place of the J^abylonian
,there will be the ostrich, and in the place of the revellings of the
,'lords and nobles, the dancing of the wild—goats.
fI- 22. "And wolves shall cry in their castles, and 3ackA3s in the pleasant
palaces; ana her time is near to come, and her "days shall no^be^pro^

[r Instead of nobles in the castles there shall be howling creatures,instead of kings and princes in the palaces, jackals. We are told that
J in the present day the nightly howling and yelling of jackals stillproduces its weird disconcerting effect upon the traveller there." A
Waste and howling wilderness on the site of Babylon, the great, speaks
^n stentorian tones of the truth of scripture prophecv and the certainty
o f i t s f u l fi l m e n t . ^ j j
I

^ Different explanations have been given of the last part of this verse?ne is that although the prophecy of the destruction of Babylon was ut
tered 174 years before its fall, yet it was intended for the comfort of,he Jewish exiles who were in Babylon during the 70 years just before
^ts fall, and from their view^ point the time was near.
^ Another suggested interpretation is that it may mean that when theppointed time for Babylon*s fall should come, it would certainly take
•lace without postponement or delay. See Rev. 18:8.
' ) *
i Chap. 14:1. "For ^ehovah will have compassion on oacob, and v/ill yet
boose Israel, and set them in their own land: and tHe sojourner shall
gin himself with them, and "EEey shall cleave to the house of Jacob."

L This is a prophecy of comfort to Israel which is expanded in Chapters^■•66. Through the destruction of Babylon the Jews will be delivered,
{le compassion of Jehovah for his people and His choice of them will beaown in His returning them to Palestine after their exile in Babylon,
1 illustration of the spiritual redemption from iniquities He gives to
(1 the true Israel of dod. Is. 40:1-2; 44:22; 57:7-8; Jer. 24:7; 29:14;?ek. 36:24-28; Kom 3:24-25. Many of uhe neathen among whom they sojourn,
gracing their religion, as Ruth did that of Naomi, will return with them
^ their own land. And ma. y from among the peoples of the land became?ws; for the f.ear of the Jews was fallen upon them" (Esther 8:17b).
p also Is. 56:6-8; 60:3-5; 66:20; Acts 15:14-17; Eph. 2:12-19. IsraelIS blessed in order to be a blessing to the world.

1 2. "And the people shall take them,.and bring them to their place;
i d t h e h o u s e o f I s r a e l s h a l l p o s s e s s t h e m i n t h e l a n d o T ^ J e h o v a h f o r
^rvants and handmaids; and they shall take"~Them captive whose captives
l e y w e r e ; a n d t h e y s h a l l r u l e o v e r t h e i r o o o r e s s o r s . "j p r e s s o r s .
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Cyrus and many of the people of Babylon assisted the Jews in theirsturn captivity (Ezra 1). See also Is. 49:22; 60:9-12; 61:5. Gen-
Lles vrould take part in the restoration of the Jews to their own land.
Dt only SO but the relation of the restored exiles to these foreigners
10 would go with them would be the reverse of what it was in Babylon,
lere the Jews had been the servants and captives. In the restoration

house of Israel would possess their oppressors and rule over them,
waning evidently not possession and rule by force, "not by physical, but
^ moral might; the force of love, and regard to Israelis God (Is. 60:
i t' c Paul said "Through love be servants one to another"^ e x i l e i n B a b y l o n m u s t h a v e l i v e dJll their religion to have exercised such an influence for good over
leir nei^bors, leading numbers of them to embrace Jehovah as their God,
Id to willingly return as servants and captives to Palestine.

3. 3^ shall come ^ pass in the day that Jehovah shall p:ive thee
>st from^y sorrow, and^from^EHy TrouBIeTan'dTrom the hard servT^
lerein thou wast made to serveY"" ~

Jehovah* s compassion on Israel, and his choice of them will be man-
ested not only in their return, restoration and rule in their own land,
> 4T^ rest He will give them there after the seventy hard yearsBabylon. Her warfare, or time of service will be accomplished•s. 40:1}. God will give them a reviving. (Ezra 9:8-9). "And Jacob shall
turn, and shall be quiet and at ease, and none shall make him afraid."
e r . 3 0 : 1 0 ; 4 6 : 2 7 ) .

4. "^at thou Shalt take up this parable against the king of Babylon,
£ saz> how hath the oppressor ceasedl the golden citv ceasedl""""

This is a taunt-song, or song of triumph over the fall of Babylon
ev. 18:20), and one of the finest specimens of Hebrew literature. The
rable may be applied to the v/hole Babylonian monarchy with oarticular
ference to uebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. Compare Hab. 2:6-12.

"Oppressor" here denotes "exactor of tribute" and "golden city",
cording to Jewish commentators, "exactress. of gold." Compare Dan.
38, Thou are the head of gold," and Rev. 18:16, "Decked with gold."

5. "Jehovah hath broken the staff of the wicked, the sceptre of the
J L 0 J ? S •

. C y r u s a s h i s ^ ^ s t r u m e n t , d e s t r o y e d t h e p o w e r o f t h e3ked Baby lon ians , and the power wh ich was cen te red in the i r
3g. Jehovah put destruction in the place of Babylonian dominion.

"And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; anrt
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the in-

Ditants of the earth; and none can stay his hand, or say unto him,
i t d o e s t t h o u ? "

6. "That smote the peoples in ;^ath with a continual stroke, that
the na t i ons i n ange r, w i t h a pe rsecu t i on ' t ha t non~res t faTned . "

The Babylonian imperial monarch who was a tyrant continually smiting
5 peoples (II Chron. 36:17) in turn was smitten and■ subjugated to the
Light o f o thers who d id not in ter fere wi th h is downfa l l . No one cou ld
ly Jehovah* s hand in His purpose to de.3troy Babylon. Is. 46:11.
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^ w h o l e e a r t h I s a t r e s t , a n d I s q u i e t ; t h e y b r e a k f o r t h i n t o

The fall of the king of Babylon means rest and quiet among the na-
Lons which he had so cruelly oppressed. Deliverance from his yoke is
l e o c c a s i o n o f g r e a t j o y i n t h e e a r t h . P s . 1 2 6 : 3 ; P r o v . 11 : 1 0 ; J e r ,
L : 4 8 ; R e v . 1 8 : 2 0 ; 1 9 : 1 - 6 .

Q - t h e fi r - t r e e s r e j o i c e a t t h e e , a n d t h e c e d a r s o f L e b a n o n ,
a.ying. Since thou art laid low, no Hewer is come up against usT"

Not on ly the ear th and i ts inhab i tan ts re jo ice a t the over throw o f
l e i m p e r i a l k i n g d o m o f B a b / I o n , b u t n a t u r e a l s o . T h e t r e e s o f L e b a n o n
?e represented as rejoicing, and glvingbtterance to the reason for their
)y. S ince the k ing o f Baby lon is la id low they are not la id low. Com-
i r e I s . 5 5 : 1 2 .

. ? • f r o m b e n e a t h i s m o v e d f o r t h e e t o m e e t t h e e a t t h y c o m i n g ;
i stirreth up the dead for HSde, even all the chief ones o'iF'the earth;
i hath r^sHd up from their'^thibnes all the kings of the natlonsT**

The region or abode of the dead is dramatically represented as be-
ig exci ted at the approach of the king of Babylon, and of st i r r ing uple dead, or "the shades", Hebrew, Rephaim, even the leaders (Heb., he-
>ats, Jer. 50:8) to meet him. Compare Ezek. 32:18-32.

10. "All they shall answer and say unto thee. Art thou also become
|ak ^ we? art thou become l ike unto us?"

Here t he shades exp ress t he i r as ton i shmen t and amazemen t t ha t one
LO had been so exalted upon earth should be brought so low and become
ke unto themselves in Sheol. Compare Luke 16:20-23.

11. "Thy pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the noise of thy viols;
l e w o r m i s s p r e a d u n d e r t h e e , a n d w o r m s c o v e F T h e e T " ~

See Dan. 5:1-4, 25-30, for i l lustration of this verse. In the place
the artistic, luxurious Babylonian couches and coverings to which the

ng was accustomed he has nothing but worms — "Nothing but worms over
m and worms under him, v/orms his bed and worms his bed-clothes. "5

12. "How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 day-star, son of the morning I
w art thou .cut down to the groundF'TEalE didst lay""Tow"TSe"naHIon3T"

Two figures of speech are here used to describe the fall of the king,
r s t h e i s a d d r e s s e d a s t h e d a y - s t a r f a l l e n f r o m h e a v e n . S o m e o f t h e
urch fathers applied this to the fall of Satan, considering Luke 10:18

the explanation. Hence the name Lucifer, or day-star was applied to
e Devil. The second part of the verse compares the king to a tree that
s been cut down to the ground, ^o is fallen and laid low the king who

earthly glory and magnificence oppressed and subjugated the nat ions.

O i l l
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13. And thoia saldat In thy heart, i will asuend into heaven, I
Q-'^Qd.t throne above the stars of ^o^l and I wi3J. sit upon th^

^t of congregation, ^ tHe^tuttermos^ WtsHpF 'iheliorlEST"
It was the purpose of the king to be supreme not.only on the earth.

It even in heaven, to fee equal with God himself. One Interpretation
the last clause of this verse is that it is an allusion to a hill in

ipusalem where God had agreed to meet His people (Ex. 25:22; 29:42-43)
id that the king proposed to insult God by erecting his throne there,
lother interpretation, probably the correct one, is that it is a mytho-
>gical allusion of the heathen king to a fabulus mohntain in the northlere the gods were believed to dwell, that the meaning of the clause is,
. will take my seat among or above the gods upon their holy mountain."

14. "I will ascend above the heights of the clouds: I will make
^ s e l f l i k e t h e M o s t H T g h . ' * " " — — —

The apostle Haul may have had this verse in mind when he wrote that
rikingly similar passage regarding the man of sin in II Thess./1^§^[e that opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is calleV^GcM

that is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting
m s e l f f o r t h a s G o d . "

There is put into the mouth of the king of Babylon arrogance, pride,
I f - de i fica t i on . Compa re t he sp i r i t o f Sennache r i b as r evea led i n I s .
:23-24, and the pr ince of Tyre, Ezek. 28:2.

15. "Yet thou Shalt be brought dov/n to Sheol. to the uttermost narts
, ^ p i t T "

Compare the doom of this king with that of the prince of Tyre, Ezek.
:8-9; the city of Capernaum, Luke 10:15; Herod the king. Acts 12:22-23..
he pit is a synonym for Bheol and the uttermost parts of the pit are
s inmost recesses, the most dismal part of a land of darkness."6

The scene is now changed from Hades to the battle-field, where the
rpse of the dead king is unburied. Those who see it as they gaze upon
is spectacle are astonished to see the man who had moved kingdoms at
s b i d d i n g n o w d e p r i v e d o f d e c e n t b u r i a l .

17. "That made the world as a wilderness, and overthrew the cities
e r e o f ; t h a t l e t n o t l o o s e h i s p r i s o n e r s t o t h e i r h o m e ? "

T h i s i s t h e k i n g t h a t c a u s e d w a s t e a n d d e s o l a t i o n t o t h e l a n d a n d
a c t i c e d s u c h c r u e l t y i n n o t r e l e a s i n g h i s p r i s o n e r s .

18. "And a l l the k ings o f the nat ions , a l l o f them, s leep in g lory ,
ery one in his own house."

S k i n n e r
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T h e k i n g s o f t h e o r i e n t a l n a t i o n s h a v e h a d m a g n i fi c e n t t o m b s a n d
msolenms, in some instances much more attention being given to the
se l l ings o f the dead than o f the l i v ing. The pyramids o f Egypt , the
irial place of the Pharoahs, stand today as one of the seven wonders
r t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d . T h e i r b o d i e s w e r e e m b a l m e d w i t h a fi n e a r t u n -
lown to the modern world. To this day ancient tombs of the kings
ly be seen in the v ic in i ty of ; the c i ty of Jerusalem.

19. "But thou art cast forth away from thy sepulchre like.an abom-
lab le b ranch , c lo thed w i th the s la in tha t a re th rus t th rou^ w lTh the
?ord, that go down to the stones of the pil^] as a dead body^trodden
i iger fooTT"

In contrast to the splendid, honorable burial of other kings the
•ay of the king of Babylon is cast out in the highest disgrace like a
leless sucker from a tree thrown away by the husbandman. His body is
•vered with the bodies of the slain, or with the bloody, dirty garments

the slain, who had been pierced v/ith the ssrord. Others slain may have
•en put in sepulchres, or hastily buried by the casting of stones upon
leir corpses, but the king of Babylon does not have even such a burial
I this. His carcass lies unburied, exposed, to be trodden under foot' m a n . C o m p a r e I I K i n g s 9 : 3 4 - 3 6 .

20. "Thou Shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou
^ destroyed thy land, THou hasT slain thy people; the seed of evll-
e r s s h a l l h o t b e i n a m e d f o r e t ^ e r . "

He cannot have a splendid burial like other kings, nor- even any
nd of burial, because he has caused the destruction, not only of other
nds but of his own land; and the murder not only of other peoples, but

his own people. The effect of such s in is that a curse shal l be
o n h i s p o s t e r i t y . . H i s d y n a s t y i s d o o m e d . P s , 3 7 : 2 8 .

21. "Prepare ye slaughter for his children, for the iniquity of
e i r f a t h e r s , t h a r t h e y r i s e n o t u p . a n d p o s s e s s t h e e a r t h , a n d f X T l t h e

^ 4 - V k ^ A 4 ^ ^ i - J I I — — — I I I — — — ^ I ■■■ ■ 1 1

These words are addressed to the Medes probably, calling upon bhem
instruments to carry into effect the curse pronounced in verse 20b,

e dynasty of the king of Babylon must be cut off that such tyrants
t a g a i n p o s s e s s a n d r u l e t h e e a r t h . S e e H a b , 2 : 8 - 1 2 .

22. "And I v/111 rise up against them, saith Jehovah of hosts, and
5 from Babylon name and remnant, and son and son's son'T s^th
EovaE, " "

In this dramatic chapter on the fall of Babylon may be heard not
ly the voices of the triumphant Jews, the astonished dead, and theithful prophet, but in the cl imactic epi logue of verses 22-23 the ./
rect words of the ^od of justice. In the last analysis it 4s not only
3 M e d e s a s i n s t r u m e n t s , b u t J e h o v a h o f h o s t s h i m s e l f w h o w i l l c u t o f f
0 posterity of Babylon, Name, remnant, son and son* s son emphasize
0 completeness of the overthrow. See Jer, 51:56-57; 62-64.

"The agreement of the prophecy with history is argued from the facts,
at none of the ancient royal family of Babylon ever regained a throne,
1 t h a t n o B a b y l o n i a n e m p i r e e v e r r o s e a f t e r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e
est, Alexander the Great's project of restoring it having been defeated
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b y h i s d e a t h .

23, "I will also make it a possession for the porcupine, and pools
, o f w a t e r ; a n d i w i l l s w e e p T t w i t h t h e b e s o m o f d e s t r u c t i o n , s a i t h J e h o v s
1 ^ hosts."
I Solitary animals will take the place of the population (Is, 13:21-
/28; Jer, 50:39-40; Kev, 18:2), and pools of water the palaces of the
(princes, (Jer. 51:42-43). This probably began when Cyrus diverted the
[waters of the Euphrates in the conquest of Babylon, vVhen the dykes and
;canals were not kept in repair the Euphrates overflowed Babylon,
I ,

O n c e m o r e t h e c o m p l e t e n e s s o f t h e d e s t r u c t i o n i s s e t f o r t h w h e n
[Jehovah says that he wi l l sweep i t wi th the broom of destruct ion, Jer,
, 5 1 : 2 5 - 2 6 ; R e v . 1 8 : 2 1 .
i

i ^ 5 * o f h o s t s h a t h s w o r n , s a y i n g . S u r e l y , a s I h a v e t h o u g h t ,
^ f it com^to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall^it stand,"

Verses 24-27 give us a short pronhecy of the destruction of the As
syrian power. Compare Is, 10:5-34. Jer. 50:18 seems to give us the
connection between this fragment and the prophecy just given concerning
Babylon. "Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, asI have punished the king of Assyria," The former has just been told
iiost vividly. The latter is now presented. The destruction of Babylon
;as to be in the distant future, nearly 200 years from the time of the
pophecy, v/hile that of the Assyria power in the near futui-e, even in
j^saiah* s life time, the latter event being well called by one interpreter(the precursor and guarantee of the other." Alexander suggests that
ferses 24-27 are an appendix or conclusion to the proohecy concerning
j a b y l o n ,

/ To bring consolation to the Jews, Jenovah interposes with an oath
mphasizing the certainty that what he had purposed would come to pass,

1 1 0 : 4 ; H e b , 6 : 1 7 - 1 8 .

/ Contrast in this verse Jehovah's thought and the Assyrian's thoughts
>1 10:7. Compare Is, 55:8-9; Is, 46:10-11; Prov, 19:21; Acts 4:28.
f

f Jehovah's purpose that shall stand is definitely stated in this '
^rse, namely that he wi l l destroy the Assyr ian power in Canaan, I t was5re that the hosts of Sennacherib were overthrown. See Is, 10:12, 16-19,
^-34; 30:31; 31:8; 37:7, 36-38; 10:24-27,

26. "This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth; and
s JL£ hanQ~that is str'etched out upon all the nations. "

, The purpose of Jehovah not only affects Assyria, but all the nations
f the world. "The same hand of power and justice that is now to be

A l e x a n d e r .

f
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stretched out against the Assyr ian for Invading the people of God shal l
be stretched out upon all the nations that do likewise."8

i 2 7 . " F o r J e h o v a h o f h o s t s h a t h p u r p o s e d , a n d w h o s h a l l a n n u l i t ?' h i s hand i s s t re t ched ou¥J and who sha f i t u rn i t back? "

! Jehovah*s purpose is not only certain, definite, universal, but al-
/ s o i r r e s i s t i b l e . N o o n e c a n d i s a n n u l i t o r t u r n i t b a c k . C o m p a r e I s ,
( 4 3 : 1 3 ; D a n . 4 : 3 5 ; H e m . 8 : 2 8 , 3 1 .

[ T h e f u n d a m e n t a l t r u t h h e r e e x p r e s s e d h a s c o m f o r t e d G o d * s p e o p l e ,
i n o t o n l y i n t h e B a b y l o n i a n c a p t i v i t y , b u t i n t h e o p p r e s s i o n s , c a l a m i t i e s ,
( a n d p e r s e c u t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e a g e s .
f

! D o c t r i n a l ,
i

I "God from all eternity did by the most wise and holy counsel of hiso w n w i l l , f r e e l y a n d u n c h a n g e a b l y o r d a i n w h a t s o e v e r c o m e s t o p a s s ; y e t
jso as thereby neither is God the author of sin; nor is violence offered■Jjo-the v. ' i l l of the creatures, ,nor is the l ibertv or cont ingency of sec-
)ond causes taken away, but rather established."^
(

3. Matthew ^enry Commentary,
W e s t m i n s t e r C o n f e s s i o n o f F a i t h , C h a p , 3 . S e c . I .

f
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14:28-32, Oracle Concerning Phil ist ia,

This prophecy is like the preceding in that its design is to bring
Dmlort to the Jews concerning their enemy. It is in the form of com-
mds to Philistia with reasons therefor; contrast between the future

° i ' h l l i s t i n e s ; a n d a c o n c l u s i o n e x p r e s s i n g c o n -
ence in Jehovah, given in the form of an answer to the messengers
t h e n a t i o n . ^

• 'is je&T the king Ahaz died was this burden •"

-4- the prophecy about 726 B.C. Hezekiah began to reign-ter the death of Ahaz. Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria died about
l i s t i m e .

. "Rejoice not, 0 Philistia^ all of thee, because the rod that
^ t l ^ e 1 3 b r o k e n ; f o r o u t o l ^ e " " 3 e r ^ n ' F T T " r o o t s h a l l — T n ^ T n r r F P T 'L adder, and his fruit shall a riery riying serpent. '* ———

"The Philistines are spoken of above in chap. 9:12; 11:14, and
iroughout the historical books of the Old Testament, as the hereditary

subdued by David (II Sam. 5:17-25; 21:15),:d still paid tribute in the reign of Jehoshaphat (II Chron. 17:11),
Jehoram (II Chron. 21:16,17), were again subdued• Uzziah (II Chron. 26:6). ana again shook off the yoke in the reign

^^2 ? Chron. 28:18).* There are two different interpretations ofe rod referred to here, une is that it means the Assyrian power, the
pressor of Philistia. In that case the reference may be to the death

iiglath-pileser, and the adder and fiery flying serpent to the kings
Assyria, perhaps Sargon and Sennacherib. The other intepprstation,ich we prefer, is that the rod refers to the sceptre of the Davidic

ngdom. Ihe Philistines had rejoiced at the death of Uzziah, and mayve considered him as a biting serpent (II Chron. 26:6). Their joy had
creased when they shook off the yoke in the reign of Ahaz. However,
the year of the death 'of Ahaz they are told not to rejoice at the

parent break in the power of Judah for this enemy would become even
re dangerous. If the serpent means Uijziah, then it is natural to con-

adder as referj-ng to Hezekiah (II Kings 18:8). Some suggest
at that fiery flying serpent is a reference to the Messiah who would
ecute tne divine curse upon Philistia. (See Delitzsch on Isaiah, Vol.

p . 3 1 7 ) .

30. "And the first-born of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall
lll̂ be slain^^^^^ ̂  wilT"kill thy root with Tamine,, and thy""remnant

ihe future condition of the Jews arid the Philistines is contrasted.
3 former shall have food, even the poorest of them, while the latter
LI have famine; the former sha l l be safe , the la t te r sha l l be s la in .

J e r . C h a p . 4 7 ; A m o s 1 : 6 - 8 .

A l e x a n d e r
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31» "Howl, 0 £8^; cry 0 city; thou art melted away, 0 Phlliatia,
— the^; for tt^ere cometh a smoke out of the north, anS there isal l of thee; for there cometh a smoke out of the north, an3 there is

n o s T r a g g l e r i n h i l s Ta h k s . "

The Phi l ist ines are commanded to rejoice not (vs. 29); on the other
hand to cry out in lamentation (vs. 31) because of the approach of the
enemy from the north. This devastat ing army may refer to their Jew
ish enemy, who lived north and east of them, or it may be the Assyrian
enemy as the instrument of judgment on rh i l is t ia . R. V. Margin reads

J the last clause, "None standeth aloof at his appointed times."
t

/ 32. "^Vhat then shall one answer the messengers of the nation? That
.Jehovah hath founded Zion, and in her shal l the affl ic ted of h is people
t a k e r e ' f u g e . "

The conclusion is that Jehovah has founded Zion (Ps. 87:1,5; 102:16;
Matt. 16:18) and in her will protect his afflicted people. (Is. 4:6; Zeph,
f3sl2; James 2;5). This being true the enemy of Jehovah has no reason
[to rejoice, and the child of God has every reason to be comforted.
[ " Jesus said, "And upon this rock I will build my church; and the
{gates o f Hades sha l l no t p reva i l aga ins t i t . "

t
f

C
f
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C h a p s . 1 5 - 1 6 , O r a c l e C o n c e r n i n g M o a b .

T h e r e i s m a r k e d r e s e m b l a n c e b e t w e e n t h i s o r a c l e a n d t h e o n e f o u n d
I Jer, 48. It tells (1) of the consternation^ and calamity in the
and of Moab, chap, 15:1-9; (2) A condit ion of safety for the Moabites
3 set forth, namely, al legiance to the kingdom of Judah, chap. 16:1-5;
5) The cause of their condition is pride and arrogancy, and the con-
a q u e n c e s , d e v a s t a t i o n a n d c o n f u s i o n i n M o a b , 1 6 : 6 - 1 2 ; ( 4 ) T h e c o n c l u -
Lng paragraph is of the nature of an epilogue and deals with the date
r t h e p r e d i c t i o n , v e r s e s 1 3 - 1 4 .

15:1. "!;^e burden of Moab. For in a night Ar of Moab is laid
^3 te , and b rough t to noughFrTor Tn"aH igh t K i r oT MoaFTs Ta iF l ^s te ,
Id brought to nouglTE.'^ '

For "burden" see notion Chap. 13:1.

F o r o r i g i n o f M o a b i t e s s e e G e n . 1 9 : 3 1 - 3 7 . " T h e M o a b i t e s i n h a b i t e d
le elevated land east of the Dead Sea, and though a people related by
. o o d t o I s r a e l , t h e m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s o f t h e t w o n a t i o n s w e r e h o s t i l e
'om the time of Saul onwards. Saul fought against them (1 Sam. 14:47)
id David overcame them (11 Sam. 8:2). Ahab oppressed them and exacted
'ibute (11 Kings 3:4, confirmed by king Mesha of Moab in the inscriotion
l o w n a s t h e M o a b i t e S t o n e ) ; b u t a f t e r h i s d e a t h t h e M o a b i t e s t h r e w o f f
le Israelite yoke (11 Kings 1:1; 3:5, Moabite Stone), and Jehoram^ s
' fo r ts to main ta in h is author i ty over them were ine ffec tua l (11 K ings
6 - 2 7 ) . " 1 ^ 6

Ar, o r ig ina l l y mean ing c i t y, was the cap i ta l c i t y o f Moab , loca ted
L the south s ide of the Arnon (Num. 22:36) . K i r, or ig ina l ly meaning
11, was the ch ief or on ly for t ress of Moab, located south-east o f Ar.

The o rac le announces t he ca tas t rophe come upon t hese two ch ie f
t i e s o f M o a b .

2. "piey are gone to Bayith, and to Dibon, to the high places, to
lep: Moab waileth over"lTebo, ind over Medeba, on all their heads is
loness, every beard is cut oTFT"

Because nf^ha, catastrophe there becomes idolatrous lamentation
tended by d§3jSon%l si^s of mourning. Bayith in R.V.Margin is "temple",
b o n i s a p l a c e a f e w m i l e s n o r t h o f t h e A r n o n , w h e r e t h e M o a b i t e S t o n e
s found. The first c lause in R. V, Margin reads "Bayi th and Dibon
e gone up to the high places." Nebo, the name of a mountain and also

a t o w n n e a r b y, l a y e a s t o f t h e m o u t h o f t h e J o r d a n ( N u m . 3 2 : 3 8 ; D e u t .
:1). Both Nebo and Medeba, a short distance to the south-east, are
ntioned on the Moabite Stone. "According to Jerome, there was an
age of Kemosh in Nebo; and among the ruins of Medeba, Seetzen recog-
zed the foundat ions wal ls of a pecul iar temple."2

3. "in their streets the^ gird themselves with sackcloth; on their
usetopsT^and in their broad places, every one waileth, weeping abun-

Duimelow Commentary
D e l i t z s c h .



9 7

In addition to baldness and cutting off of the beard as signs of
ourning, there is added the wearing of sackcloth, a mourning dress:ISO worn in humilktion and fasting. Compare Jer. 48:37-39. At home
nd publicly there is general lamentation. "Weeping abundantly" means
iterally "going down in weeping."

Heshbon crieth out, and ^ealeh; their voice is heard even
Jahaz; therefore the armed men or Moab cry aloud; hls~oul tr^i^

l e t h w i t h i n h i ^ l i . ^ ^

Heshbon was a royal city of the Amorites (Num. 21:26) 20 miles east
f the Jordan, later a city of Israel (Num. 21:26) and at the time of
^s prophecy a city of the Moabites. Elealeh was near by. Jahaz washe place Sihon was defeated in the time of Moses. (Deut. 2:32-33).
lese cities are represented as joining in the national lamentation,
Lso even the military men. 'fhe soul of Moab trembles, so great is
l e d i s t r e s s .

5. "]^ heart crieth out for Moab; her nobles flee unto Zoar, to
glath-shellShiyah: for.by~Ehe ascent of Luhlth with weeping they go
p; for in the way of l loronalm they raTse up a cry of destruction.

The comparison of the prophet himself for suffering Moab is here
^ p r e s s e d .

Zoar was one of the c i t ies of the pla in, near the south-east cor-
3r of the Dead Sea, especially known in connection with the history of
)ty. (Gen. 13:10; 19:22) R. V. Margin reads "to Eglath-shellshiyah"IS a heifer three years old," that is, unbroken or unsubdued; but
le preferred reading makes it a proper name of a place. Luhith and
)ronaim were also in southern Moab, the regto. to which the distressed
) b l e s o r f u g i t i v e s fl e e .

6. "For the waters of Nimrim shall be desolate; for the grass is
■thered away, the tender grass falleth,'"^ere Is no green^hSig."

Nimrim, meaning "limpid waters," is in the northern part of Moab.ren here is desolation, according to 11 Kings 3:19, 25 the enemy had
; o p p e d L h e w a t e r s a t t h e s o u r c e . H e r e t h e n i s t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e
. i g h t t o t h e S o u t h .

7. "Therefore the abundanc e they have gotten, and that which they
i Z ® l a i d u p , s h a l l t h e y c a r r y a w a y o v e r t h e b r o o k o f t h e w i l l o w s . "

The brook of the wil lows was evidently in the extreme south, and
s general ly ident ified with the brook Tered, the boundary between
lab and Edom., The probable meaning of this verse is that because of
le desolation caused by the enemy in Moab the fugitives have taken
Leir possessions out of the country into the land of Edom for safety.

8. "For the cry is gone round about the borders of Moab; the wail-
^ thereof unto Sg la lm, and the ava i l ing thereof unto"^eer-e l im."

Eg la im was probab ly near the sou th end o f the Dead Sea and Beer -
. i m , l i t e r a l l y ' t h e w e l l o f t h e p r i n c e s , " i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t o f t h e
n d o f M o a b . T h e l a m e n t a t i o n , t h e r e f o r e , w a s f r o m o n e e n d o f t h e
n d t o t h e o t h e r .
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9, "For the waters of Dlmon are full of blood; for I will bring yet
lore upon Dimqn, a lion upon them of Moab ^at escape, and upon the
' e n i n a n t o f t h e l a n d T ^

Dimon is probably Dibon of verse- 2, and the waters of Dimon the
i rnon. L ion may be taken l i te ra l ly, I I K ings 17:25, or i t may be under-
tood figuratively as representing the invader. One interpreter thinks
t refers to the Assyrian power, another to Judah. The judgment of
•od wi l l br in 'g addit ional calamit ies upon Moab.

Chap. 16:1. "Send ye the lambs for the ruler of the land from Selaho the wilderness, Tinto"^e mount ofTSe^^ughter oT 'ZTonT^

A condition of safety to the Moabites was allegiance to the house
f David as heretofore. David had conquered Moab (II Sam. 8:2) "And
he Moabites oeca^e servants to David, and brought tribute." Later the
ribute of Moab to Israel was from their lambs and rams. II Kings 3:4.
ccording to II Kings 14:7 Amaziah, king of Judah, took Sela by war.ela may be identical with Petra, the renowned ancient capital of Edom.
be meaning of this verse then, as concisely put by Barnes, , is: "Pay
he accustomed tribute to the Jews. Continue to seek their protection,
nd acknowledge your subjection to them, and you shall be safe. They
111 yield you protection, and these threatened judgments will not come
pon you. But refuse, or withhold this, and you will be overthrown."

it shall be that, as v/andering birds, as a scattered nest,
- d a u ^ ^ ; h t e r s o f M o a b " B e a t t h e f o r d s 6 T t U e l i r n o n . "

Unless they seek safety according to verse one, they will be timid,
jmeless, wandering, in their fli;:ht and suffering at the border of Moab.

counsel, execute justice; make thy shade as the night inle midst or the noonday; hide the outcasts; betray not""The^ugitive~
One group of interpreters understands these words to be addressed

> the Moabites, calling upon them to be kind to the Jews, protect and
lelter any fugitive Jews who would come to Moab. Do this in addition
• sending tribute to Judah. Another group of interpreters considers
lese words to be an appeal of the Moabites to the Jews, begging them
■ M o a b i t e s s h e l t e r a n d p r o t e c t i o n i n t h e l a n d o f J u d a h ,lQ relief from their distress. The context describing as it does the
vastation of Moab, seems to favor the second interpretation. Compare
. b G S o .

. f• "Let mine outcasts dwell with thee; as for Moab, be thou a con-r _ t h i m f r o m t h e f a c e o f t h e d e s t r o y e r . " — — — — '
The first group of interpreters referred to above considers the

rerence here to the outcasts of the Jews, the second understanding it
mean the outcasts of Moab. The first clause of the verse is rendered
many ancient versions "Let the outcasts of Moab dwell with thee."

The part of verse 4 and verse 5 give the reason for seeking
lety and protection in Zion (or for Zion, as the case may be). Inrse fpY^ ^L.e negative side is given, namely, ohe end of extortion,
struction, and oppression. This probably refers to the-Assyrian op-
e s s i o n . ^
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^ throne shal l be establ ished in lov inKkindness; and onehaJU. sit thereon In truth. In the tent of Savld, judging, and seeking
g s t l c e , a n d s w l r t l o d o r l g F E e o u s n e s s .

In contrast to the i-nperlal power of the world characterized by
xtortion, destruction and oppression, the Davldlc Kingdom shall be char-
sterlzed by lovln^indness, truth, justice, and righteousness. Corn-
are I I Sam. 7:16; Is. 9:6-7; Jer. 23:5-6; Amos 9:11; Luke 1:31-33;
3 t s 1 5 : 1 5 - 1 7 ; P s . 7 2 : 2 - 4 .

6. "We have heard of t^ pride of Moab, that he is very proud; even
- ^rogancy, and 'hTs pride, andHis wratTrrn5i'3~^oastlng8""are^nou^t."

The interpreters who consider the preceding verses addressed to Moab
f Judah understand this verse "as a reason for believing that he will
3t follow the advice just given," Those who regard the preceding verses
3 words of the Moabit ish fugi t ives addressed to Judah, explain this verse
i s a r e a s o n f o r r e j e c t i n g t h e i r p e t i t i o n . "

This verse emphasizes the sin of Moab, and the following verses
le consequences of such sin. The sin of pride, accompanied by wrath,
3 w r i t t e n l a r g e l y o v e r M o a b . J e r . 4 8 : 4 2 .

7. "Therefore shall Moab wail for Moab, every one shall wail; for
l e r a i s i n - c a k e s ye mourn, ut ter ly str icken. "*

T h e r e s u l t o f s i n i s m i s e r y ; a g e n e r a l l a m e n t a t i o n i n M o a b . C o m p a r e
5 :2 -5 . K i r -harese th means "a c i tade l o f b r i ck ; " i t i s p robab ly the same
Lace as Kir (15:1) and Kir-heres (16:11). The vineyards would be deso-
i t e .

8."For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah; the
)rds or the nations Save broken down the choice br^ches thereof, which
cached""even unto Jazer, which wandered into the wilderness; its shoots
5re sp read abroad , they passed over the sea . " "L e s e a .

For Heshbon see no te on 15 :4 . S ibmah was near to Heshbon, and
i z e r a b o u t 1 5 m i l e s n o r t h - e a s t o f H e s h b o n . T h e l o r d s o f t h e n a t i o n s
l y h a v e b e e n t h e A s s y r i a n i n v a d e r s .

T h e f a m o u s v i n e o f S i b m a h w a s e x t e n s i v e l y c u l t i v a t e d i n M o a b , a n d
I S n o t e d f o r l u x u r i a n c e a u d f e r t i l i t y j y e t e v e n t h i s w i n e - l a n d l a n -
l i s h e s i n t h e g e n e r a l d e v a s t a t i o n .

9. "Therefore I wi l l weep with the weeping of Jazer for the vine
\Sibmah; I wil l water thee with my tears, 0 Heshbon, and Kl 'ealeE:
r r ) u p o n t h y . h a r v e s t t h e b a t t l e s h o u t i s f a l Te n T "

I n v e r s e s 9 - 11 i s s e e n t h e s y m p a t h y o f t h e p r o p h e t f o r t h e d i s t r e s s e d
j o p l e o f M o a b , w h o h a v e n o m e r r y s h o u t i n t h e i r m i d s t . C o m p a r e 1 5 : 5 .
) r H e s h b o n a n d F i e a l e h s e e n o t e o n 1 5 : 4 .

10. "And gladness is taken away, and joy out of the f ru i t fu l . -field;
i d i n t h e v i n e y a r d s t h e r e s h a l l b e n o s i n g i n g , n e i t h e r j o y f u l n o i s e ;
5 treaaer shall tread out wine in tKe presses; I have made the vintage

T h e r e i s n o f r u i t i n t h e fi e l d s a n d v i n e y a r d s , a n d n o w i n e i n t h e
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pesses. In suoSi desolation is the absence of gladness, joy, singing,
nd the joyful noise and shout vshich commonly characterize a rich and
oun t i fu l ha rves t and v in tage .

11. "Wherefore my heart soundeth like a harp for Moab, and mine
a w a r d p a r t s f o r ^ i r ^ e r e s . * ' — ^

In this verse and in verse 9 and 15:5 Calvin thinks the prophet
ssumes the character of a Moabite bewail ing the calamities of Moab.
owever, a common interpretation of these passages which we prefer is
hat they express the wr i ter 's deep compassion for the distress of
oab. Compare Hos. 11:8; Phi l . 2:1. "As the hand or plectrum moves
tie str ings of the harp so that they vibrate with sound, so does the
errible thing which he presents Jehovah as saying concerning Moab
ove the str ings of his inward parts, so that they sound in tones of
eep pain, ^y the entrails are specially meant heart, l iver, and
idneys, the noble.st organs of the Psche - which, according to the Bib-
ical idea, are the seat of the tenderest emotions, as it were the
Dunding-board of those hidden sounds to be found in every man."^

12. "And it.shall come to pass, when Moab presenteth himself,
h e n h e w e a r l e t h h i m s e l f u p o n t h e h i g h p l a c e , a n 3 s h a l l c o m e t o h i s
a n c t u a r v t o p r a v . . t h a t h e s h a T T " n o t n P A V fl n . "

Jerome says th is is the fina l misery - the impotence o f the i r Ido ls ,
id they do not know the true and living God. Chemosh was their chief
3 i t y , I K i n g s 11 : 7 ; J e r . 4 8 : 7 , 3 5 , 4 6 ; P s . 11 5 : 3 - 7 . T h e M o a b i t e s a r e
3 h e l p l e s s a n d d e s p e r a t e a s t h e p r i e s t s o f B a a l o n M t . C a r m e l . S e e
K i n g s 1 8 : 2 6 - 2 9 .

13. "This is the word that Jehovah spake concerning Moab in time past."

T h e d o o m o f M o a b j u s t u t t e r e d , J e h o v a h h i m s e l f h a d r e v e a l e d t o I s a i a h
1 t i m e p a s t .

14. "But now Jehovah hath spoken, saying. Within three years, as
l e y e a r s o f a h i r e l i n g , t h e g l o r y o f M o a b s h a l l b e b r o u g h t i n t o c o n t e m p t ,
[Th all "his great Altitude; and tHe remnant shall be very small and
* ~ n o a c c o u n t T "

B u t n o w i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e p r o p h e c y j u s t p r o c i h i m e d J e h o v a h h a s
j v e a l e d t h e d e fi n i t e d a t e w h e n i t w i l l b e f u l fi l l e d . J u s t a s t h e y e a r s* a h i r e l i n g a r e d e fi n i t e l y s t i p u l a t e d , s o w i t h i n t h r e e y e a r s , a l l i n
l ieh Moab g lor ied shal l come to nought . (Jer. 9 :23)

T h i s p r o p h e c y f o u n d i t s f u l fi l m e n t p r o b a b l y i n t h e A s s y r i a n i n v a -
.ons either under Shalmaneser or Sennacherib, and the prophecy of Jere-^
L a h c h a p . 4 8 u n d e r N e b u c h a d n e z z a r. ( J e r. 4 8 i 4 6 - 4 7 )

T h e C o m p a s s i o n o f t h e P r o p h e t .

S e e n o t e s o n 1 5 : 5 a n d 1 6 : 9 - 11 , e s p e c i a l l y v e r s e 11 .

Delitzsch says "There is no prophecy in the Book of Isaiah in which
L e h e a r t o f t h e p r o p h e t i s s o p a i n f u l l y m o v e d b y v / h a t h i s s p i r i t b e h o l d s
id his mouth must prophesy."

D e l i t z s c h .
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Coiapap© tlie compassion of Paul, Horn* Qsl—S# Oompap© tti© compassionf J©sus, Luk© 19:41-44; Matt. 83:37-38; 9:36; 14»14; 15:38; 80:34; Mk.
: 4 1 ; 6 : 3 4 ; 8 : 8 ; L u k © 7 : 1 3 ; 1 0 : 3 3 .



. . ^ 2A i i , " ^^ " tc^^ iJ l 'UaJSSf *9 Ut<Uj^
/ S j t S i U t A ^ ' ^ V C i , X U L L t ^ A * 4 C « 1 « 6 " 9 ^ ^

Chap. 17• Judgment on Damascusj Israel and "Many Peoples."

^ The dest ruct ion awai t ing the enemies of Judah cont inues before the
i^phet's eye. Chronologically this chapter would probably come imme-
i^ely after cnapter 9. Syria and Israel are here connected becausef xheir a l l iance against Judah. Is. 7; l -2 j 7:16; 8:4.

\ 1. The ruin of Damascus is first foretold ^in verse one, thatf cities of Aroer in verse 2, that of both Syria S#Israel in verse 3,
nd particularly that of Israel in verses 4 and 5.

3. In a repitition of and enlargement upon the prophecy df i?uin
s^glven the- reasou thdrefor, namely, their forgetfulness of God and
o r n i n g u n t o i d o l a t r y . 9 - 1 1 .

4. Finally is given a prediction of God's reb^lke of the roaring
id r^hing nations, and the result; a passage evidently referring to
le d iscomfiture of the Assyr ian hosts of Sennacher ib .

17:1. "The burden of Damascus. Behold Damascus is taken away from
^ city, and 11 shaTT be a ruinous heap.'*

For "burden" see note on chap. 13:1.

"Damascus is called by the Arabs 'the Eye of the Desert' and the
?earl of the Fast.' It is to the Mohammedan the earthly reflection
r paradise. The chief cause of its beauty and fertility is the abun-^^''^^^
ince of water, which calls forth a most luxuriant vegetation round>c€he
Lty, and makes it a blooming oasis in the midst of a waste desert."1

The ruin here foretold is commonly understood to have taken place
ider Tiglath-pileser during the reign of king Ahaz. II Kings 16:9.
)e Is. 7:8. The overthrow of Damascus is an incident in connect ion
.th the fall of Israel which is enlarged upon in the following verses.

oleics of Aroer are forsaken; they shall be for flocks, which
t-Q-lI 1 ie down, an5^ none shall make them afraid."

Of the three Aroers mentioned in the Bible (I Sam. 30:28; Josh. 12:2;
:16; Josh. 13:25; Num. 32:34) this one is thoijght to be the one east
the Jordan belonging to the Kingdom of Israel (Josh. 13:25). One

ew is that these cities of Aroer were under the jurisdiction of Damas-
s. It is foretold that this section wil l be depopulated, becoming
l y a p l a c e f o r fl o c k s t o p a s t u r e .

3. "and the fortress shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom of
maseus, and^the~emnant of Syria; they shall be as"~EEe"^ory of the"
l l d r e n o f I s r a e l ^ s a i t h J e h o v a h o f h o s t s . " " " " "

S h a f f .
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S i n c e E p h r a i m w a s t h e l a r g e s t o f t h e t e n t r i b e s i t i s h e r e s p o k e n
f as represent ing Northern Israel . Ephraim* s ru in is enlarged upon
a r t i c u l a r l y b y t h e p r o p h e t H o s e a . S e e H o s . 3 : 4 ; 9 : 1 6 - 1 7 . T h e C h a l -
ee reads here "Aad the dominion shall cease from Ephraim, and the king-
om of Damascus." Just as all in which Israel gloried, that which con-
tituted her greatness would pass away, so would that of Syria. Hos.
: 1 1 .

4. "And it shall come pass in that day, that the glory of Jacob
d a l l b e m a d e " l E h i n , a n d t h e " ^ a t n e s s o f h i s fl e s h s h a l l w a x l e a n T " ^

T h e g l o r y o f I s r a e l w i l l d i m i n i s h l i k e t h e fl e s h o f a p e r s o n w a x e s
e a n t h r o u ^ s i c k n e s s , a n d t h e b o d y b e c o m e s e m a c i a t e d . C h a l d e e : " T h e
i c h e s o f h i s g l o r y s h a l l b e r e m o v e d . "

"The word glory here denotes dignity, power: - that on which they
elied, and of wti ich they boasted."*^

"And it shall be as v/hen the harvestman gathereth the standing
ram, and his am re ape tE" the ear s; yea, it shall be as one glean-
th ea rs^n t he va l l ey o f He^a lm . ' *

'The calamities to come upon Ephraim are not only compared to a wast-
ig s ickness , bu t a lso to . the reap ing o f the gra in f rom the fie lds . "The
3rn is^ the glory of the fields; (Ps. 65:13) but when i t is reaped and
)ne, where is the glory? The people had by their sins made themselves
Lpe for ruin, and their glory was as quickly, as easily, as justly,
id as i r resist ib ly, cut down and taken away, as the corn is out of the
Leld by the. husbandman. God's judgments are compared to the thrusting
1 of the s ick le, when the harvest is r ipe. Rev. 14:15. "3

T h e v a l l e y o f R e p h a i m w a s t o t h e s o u t h - w e s t o f J e r u s a l e m t o w a r d s
3 t h l e h e m .

6. "Yet there shall be left therein gleanings, as the shaking of an
Live-tree, two or three Ferries in the top of the uppermost bough,'^our» f ive in the oirEmost branches of"a"Tru"rEruT"tree, salth Jehovah, the
) d " " o T - l 3 r a e T 7 " • ^

Here is a third striking figure to describe Ephraim's future, that
the ga ther ing o f f l »u i t w i th the g lean ings le f t . Th is emphas izes tha t

l a r a c t e r i s t i c t e a c h i n g o f I s a i a h t h a t t h e r e w i l l b e a r e m n a n t l e f t i n
j rae l to surv ive the judgment . I s . 1 :9 ; 10 :22 ; Rom. 9 :27 ; 11 :4 -6 , 26 .

7. "in that day shall men look unto their Maker, and their eyes shall
i v e r e s p e c t t o t h e H o l y O n e o f I s r a e l . "

The remnant who return look unto God, not only the Creator of all.
I t in a peculiar sense their Maker, the Holy One of Israel (See note on
4). "Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am
> d a n d t h e r e i s n o n e e l s e . " ( I s . 4 5 : 2 2 )

B a r n e s .
Matthew Henry Commentary
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8. "And they shall not look to the altars, the v/ork of their hands;
either shall they have respect to tEat which their fingers have made,
Lther~tHe Asherim, or the sun-images."

True repentance and return to God mean# the looking away from the
Ltars dedicated to false gods, and the forsaking of all forms of idol-
bry. This was done by-Ring Josiah (II Chron. 34:7) in contrast to
Ls grandfather Manasseh (I I Chron. 33:4,7).

According to Davis* Bible Dictionary (p. 65) Asherah, plural Asherim,
/as something upright made of wood (Ex. 34:13), original ly.^ perhaps, the
:*iink of a tree with the branches chopped off, and was regarded as the
)oden symbol of a goddess Asherah, probably Ashtoreth, the female
Lde o f t he beneficen t and fe r t i l i z i ng sun -god . (Ex . 34 :13 ) "

9. "in that day shall their strong cities be as the forsaken places
L the wo'o5[ ana on Ihe mountain top, which were'^Torsaken from before
i e c h i l d r e n o f Ts r a e l :

Th is verse is a rep i t i t ion ^ and an express ion of the prophecy of
le ru in o f I s rae l found in the ear l ie r par t o f the chapter. The com-
Lg desolation is described by a comparison which has been variously
:plained. Delitzsch says "What was said in verse three, that the for-
'ess of Ephraim is abol ished, is repeated in verse nine, in a more
iscriptive way. Tq the strongly fortified cit ies of Ephraim it happens
I to the o ld Canaan i te fo r t s wh ich were s t i l l v i s ib le i n the i r an t iqua ted
mains in the depths of the woods or on the height of the mountains."
LOther simpler interpretation "supposes no historical allusion, but a
mparison of the apj^oacning desolation with the neglected branches of
t r ee , o r a f o res t t ha t i s f e l l ed , o r a r esump t i on o f t he figu re o f
l e o l i v e t r e e i n v e r s e 6 . "

10. "For thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not
'en mi i j id iu l o f the rock of thy s t rength; ihererore thou p lantest p lea-
•nt plants, and settest IT with strange sl ips. ' *

In this chapter God is called Jehovah, Jehovah of hosts, God of
r a e l . M a k e r , H o l y O n e o f I s r a e l , a n d i n t h i s v e r s e r e f e r r e d t o a s t h e
d o f thy Sa lva t ion , and the Rock o f thy s t reng th . I s . 12 :2 ; 26 :4 .

T h e r e a s o n f o r t h e r u i n o f E p h r a i m i s h e r e s t a t e d - f o r g e t f u l n e s s
J e h o v a h , D e u t . 8 : 2 1 ; P s . 9 : 1 7 .

Some t i i i n k t ha t " s t r ange s l i ps " r e fe r t o t he i n t r oduc t i on o f i do la t r y,
V. Margin reads "vine slips of a strange god." Others think the ex-

e s s i o n h a s r e f e r e n c e t o f o r e i g n a l l i a n c e . S e e I s . 2 : 6 - 8 .

11. "in the day of thy planting thou hedgest it in, and in the morn-~ thou mialEest thy seed to blossom; but the harvest TTeeth away in the
I 2L E d e s p e r a t e s o r p o w .

E p h r a i m h a d h o p e f u l p r o s p e c t s f o r i t s l o v e l y p l a n t a t i o n s , w h i c h
r e c h e r i s h e d w i t h ' g r e a t c a r e , a n d v / h i c h fl o u r i s h e d f o r a w h i l e , b u t t h e
r v e s t w o u l d b e b i t t e r d i s a p p o i n t m e n t a n d g r i e v o u s s o r r o w. T h e p l a n t -
g of s in means that " the heap of the harvest shal l be inexpressible
rrow." "For they sow the wind, and they shall re^p the whirlwind"
O S . 8 : 7 a ) . C o m p a r e E o s . 1 0 : 1 2 - 1 3 ; G a l . 6 : 7 - 8 .
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12. "Ahj the i^roar of many peoples, that roar like the rushing of
^ 300 .3 ; and "Ehe rush ing o f l i a t ions , tha t rush"Ti^e~TEe i ^h lng o f —
L g h t y w a t e r s —

The previous verses predicted the Judgment upon Israel. Yet the
astrument for the infliction of the Judgment shall in turn be punished,
amely, the Assyrian power. Interpreters generally understand verses--14 as referring to the discomfiture of the Assyrian army before Jer-
aalem. Compare these verses with Chap. 14:24-27. The "many peoples"
?obably refer to the many different nationalities which made up the
ssyrian army, ^he noise of the approach of the invading hosts is com-
irable to the roaring of the seas and the rushing of mi^ty waters.

13. "The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters; but
L rebuk'e""'Ei!em7 and they sh^l~fl^ far off,"and shall be chased
[ the chaff of ti^ momtains before the wind, and likev 1:he wHTrllng
i s t b e f o r e t E e s t o r m . "

Although the multitude of the enemy shall rush ahead in its march,
> d s h a l l r e b u k e t h e m . H i s o n e w o r d w i l l d i s c o m fi t n a t i o n s . H e c a n
Luse them to flee and chase them with perfect ease and effectiveness.
L i s i s t y p i c a l l y i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h e c a s e o f t h e d i s c o m fi t u r e o f S e n -
i che r i b *s hos t . I s . 37 :29 -38 ; 31 :8 ,9 ; 30 :30 -33 ; 14 :25 ; 10 :33 -34 .

14. "At eventide, behold, terror; and before the morni]
i t . i ' h i s i s
l a t r o b u s T " *

. o n o d e s p o i l u s , a n d "
t h e y

t h e m

Such was t he case w i t h t he hos t o f Sennache r i b be fo re Je rusa lem.
; event ide they were a great host (See Is. 10:28-32). Before the
rning 185,000 "lay withered and slain." (Is. 37:36). Such is the
.te of the enemies of Jehovah. IHus verses 13-14 show the ease, effect-
eness, suddenness, and scope of the power of Jehovah in dealing with
s e n e m i e s .
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C h a p . A Prophecy Concern ing ; E th iop ia .

Dr. Delitzsch says "The three prophecies in chapters 18, 19, 20
oiya trilogy.^ The first .treats of Ethiopia in language of the sublim-st pathos. fhe ^second treats of Egypt in language of calmer description,
tiich is expanded to some length; and the third treats of Egypt and
thiopia in a setting of plain historical prose. The kingdom to which
LI the three prophecies refer is the same, namely, the Egypto-Ethiopian
ingdom; but it is so dealt with that chap. 18 refers to the ruling peo-
Le, chap. 19 to the ruled people, and chap. 20 embraces them both to-
s t h e r . "

Some interpreters consider chap. 18 a prophecy of the doom of Ethio-
La , bu t the more genera l i n te rp re ta t ion i s tha t i t i s in the fo rm o fa ad(^ess to the Ethiopian ambassadors in which is prophesied the des-
puction of the common enemy of Ethiopia and Judah, namely, the Assyrian
Dwer. Some think the people described in the chapter are the Ethiopians,
lile others suggest that they are the Assyrians. A number of expres-
Lons in the chapter admit of a great variety of interpretations, fhe
lin thought of the chapter seems to be well expressed by DeliLZacn jlxx
lese words: "The people here peouliarly described are the Ethiopians,
id the prophet prophesies the effect on Ethiopia of the judgment con-
s r n i n g A s s y r i a w h i c h J e h o v a h e x e c u t e s . "

The chapter fal ls into three parts; 1. Following the introductory
ascr ip t ion o f the land and the people is an inv i ta t ion to the Eth iop ians
id the peoples of the world to see and hear, to witness what Jehovah
luld do (verses 1-3). 2. A revelation, (first in figurative language
id then in what appears to be l i teral language) of Jehovah's ourpose
) c^stroy the Assyrian power (Verses 4-6). 3. The submission" of
:h3^ia to Jehovah is foretold as a consequence of the manifestation of
J h o v a h ' s p o w e r , ( v e r s e 7 )

1. "Ah, the land of the rust l ing of v/ ings, which is beyond the
. v e r s o f T I t h T ^ i a . "

"The land 'beyond the rivers of Kush' is the land bounded by the
)per s t reams o f the N i le , tha t i s , the land l y ing fa r ther to the sou th
Lder the E th iop ian ru le , i nc lud ing E th iop ia p roper : i t i s the land o f
IS African auxiliaries, whose names (including probably the later
ibians and Abyssinians) are mentioned in I I Chron. 12;3."1 Nahum 3;9;
; e k . 3 0 ; 5 ; J e r . 4 6 ; 9 .

"Rustling of wings" may refer to the swarms of insects which were
lund in that part of Afr ica. Some suggest there may be an al lusion here
I t h e d r e a d e d t s e t s e - fl y .

2. "That sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of papyrus
>on the waters, saying, G.o ye swift messengers, to~ nation tai l and
[ggth, td a pegple uelf ibTe x^om pHeir oeginning onwara, a natron""^Iiat
t e t h o u t a n d t r e a d e t h d o w n , w h o s e l a n d t h e r i v e r s d i v i d e ' . "

D e l i t z s c h
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These may ha^re been ambassadors from Ethiopia come to Jerusalem,
essels of papyrus were commonly used on the Nile. They were li^t
k i f f s , e a s i l y c a r r i e d a r o u n d t h e c a t a r a c t s . T h e p r o p h e t t e l l s t h e
essengers to go with the message to the nation and people here described,
e r o d o t u s d e s c r i b e s t h e E t h i o p i a n s a s " t h e t a l l e s t a n d f a i r e s t o f m e n . "
hey are terrible - "dreaded near and far," a powerful and victorious
Bople. Iheir land though part ly desert had sect ions of fert i l i ty.

3. "All ye inhabitants of the world, and ye dwellers on the earth,
^ ensign is lifted up on the mountains, see ye; and ^en thepumpet is blown, hear yeT^

The invi tat ion is to be extended to the Ethiopians and to a l l people
D witness vs^at Jehovah will do. An ensign is to be seen ^d a trumpet

T h e g r e a t e v e n t t o w h i c h a t t e n t i o n o f t h e p e o p l e s i s d i r e c t e d i s
3vealed in the fol lowing v rses, ?;hich seem to point to the destruct ion
r t h e A s s y r i a n p o w e r.

4. "For thus hath Jehovah said unto me, I will be still, and I will
^Nold in my dwelling-place, like clear heat Tn sunsSne, like a cTou3

d e w i n t h e h e a t o f h a r v e s F T "

Jehovah had revealed imto the prophet that Jehovah would be quiet
i d s i l en t , l i ke the s t i l l ness o f t he c lea r hea t , and s i l ence o f t he dew.
le idea seems to be that Jehovah would allow the enemy to proceed so
a r i n i t s p l a n s w i t h o u t i n t e r f e r e n c e . T h i s p a s s a g e i s s i m i l a r i n
waning to Ps. 2:4-5. For a time Jehovah is et repose in His dwelling-Lace while the nations^ are raging. 'Then will He speak. He will vex.

5. "For before the harvest, when the blossom is over, and the flower
^co^th a ripening grape, he will cut off the sprigs with pruning-hooks.Id the spreading branches will he take away and cut^down."

The si lence of Jehovah si t t ing in His dwel l ing-piane in the heavens
I broken. He wil l al low the plans of the enemy to go on almost, but
i t qu i te , to comp le t ion . Sennacher ib ' s hos ts w i l l encamp jus t ou ts ide

Jerusa lem. The harvest is a lmost r ipe but the crop wi l l be spo i led ,
le grapes are almost r ipe on the v ines, but he wi l l cut off the spr igs
Ld the spreading branches. The t ru th expressed figurat ive ly here is
lat Jehovah by His supernatural power.will destroy the enemy just as
;s p lans a re near ihg comple t ion . Sudden ly, v io len t l y He w i l l smi te
l e h o s t o f t h e I n v a d e r s . S e e 1 0 : 1 7 ; 1 4 : 2 5 ; 1 7 : 1 3 - 1 4 .

6. "They shal l be lef t together unto the ravenous birds of the mount-
the beasts of the e_^th; and the ravenous birds shall summer

'OP them, and all the beasts of the earth'^sHall winter upon them. "

The common explanat ion of th is verse is that i t is l i tera l language
ferr ing to the dead bodies of the s la in of the Assyr ians which shal l
left for the ravenous birds and beasts to devour- a most gr^some

c t u r e . C o m p a r e R e v . 1 9 : 1 7 - 1 8 .

A l e x a n d e r s u g g e s t s a n o t h e r p o s s i b l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n w h i c h c a r r i e s o u t
e figure of the fi f th verse, making the spr igs and branches the subject

the sentence. He says, "As the act of devouring is not expressly men-
o n e d , t h e r e f e r e n c e m a y b e , n o t t o t h e c a r n i v o r o u s h a b i t s o f t h e a n i
l s , b u t t o t h e i r w i l d a n d s o l i t a r y l i f e . I n t h a t c a s d . t h e s e n s e w o u l d

t h a t t h e a m p u t a t e d b r h n c h e a , a n d t h e d e s o l a t e d v i n e y a r d i t s e l f , s h a l l
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urnish lairs and nests for beasts and birds which commonly frequent the
i ldes t so l i tudes , imp ly ing abandonment and u t te r deso la t ion . "

7. "in that time shall a present b^ brought unto Jehovah of hosts
^ people tal l and smootTi^ even from a people terr ib le f rom"their

eginning onward, a nation that meteth oul" and treadeth down, whose land
be rivers divide, to the place of the name^oT Jebovah oIHSosts. the

These people peculiarly described, and commonly believeJlto be the
thiopians, shall bring their tribute of praise and homage to Jehovah,
s a consequence of the manifestation of Jehovah's pov/er in overthrow-
ng the host of the enemy, rrobably the main force of this prediction
3 a foreshadowing of the conversion of the Ethiopians to the Christ ian
aith. Is. 45:14; II Chron. 32:33; Ps. 68:31; 72:9-15; Ps. 87:4; Zeph.
: 1 0 ; M a i . 1 : 11 ; A c t s 2 : 1 0 ; A c t s 8 : 2 7 - 3 8 .
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Chap. 19, Ifhe Collapse and ConTerslon of Egypt.

See Introduction to Chap. 18.

The first part of chapter 19 tells of collapse, the second of coa-
srslon; the first devastation, the second return to Jehovah; the first
ĵ ent, the second s^vatlon; the first threatening, the second prom-
p "division at the end of verse 15, others at the end

?vi i Delltzsch says. Between judgment and salvation theret^ds the terror to verses 16, 17 as the bridge from the former to the
chapter my be subdivided as follows; 1. Following the

^fytatlon of Jehovah to execute Judgment will come the collapse of
gyernmyt In Egypt, (vs. 1-4). 2. This Judgment will bemtlnued in the drying np of the waters which will result in the col-

ipse or apiculture, fishing industry, and manufacturing, (vs. 5-10).. Jehovah's Judgment Is further seen to the collapse of the wisdom and
^S® iSTPtlans. (vs. 11-17). 4. There will be the conversion.^y of the Egyptians to the true reUglon. (vs. 18-22). 5. There

i i " ? ® o f E g y p t , A s s y r i a , a n d I s r a e l , a g l o r i o u s!rlple Alliance for the blessing of manhtod. (vs. 23-25).
Chap. 19:1. "The burden of Egypt. Behold Jehovah rldeth upon a

;!« cloud, ^ coTOPn wiwlpmytsS& the Idols of Bgypt shair%e5ble
rH[s presence; ana the^eart or JiOTpt sEall meltTn Ibe aildst oT it."

For "burden" see note on 13:1.

Egypt, the nursery of the children of Israel, and the traininghool of the great leader and law-giver, Moses, was to the time of
alah one of the two leading powers of Western Asia, the other being
Syria. (See Introduction to Isaiah, Times of Isaiah).

Jehov^ appears as the God of Judgnent coming swiftly from heavenJudicial majesty. Compare Mt. 26:64 and Rev. 1:7; Ps. 18:10; Pa.
4 : 3 e

Idolatry was moat deeply rooted in Egypt. See Ex. 12:12: Jer. 43;i 46:25; Ezek. 30:13. Idols are "non-entities." See note on chap.
8* Egyptians worshipped the heavenly bodies, various kinds of animals,
ch as the bull and crocodile, and the Nile River. A large number of
ities were worshipped. Ra was the sun-god. Herodotus said it was
sier to find a god than a man on the Nile.

The terrifying effect of Jehovah's presence is described in poetic
Qguage - Idols tremble (I Sam. 5:2-4) and the heart of Egypt melts,
s . 1 6 ) .

. , 2 . I w i l l s t i r t h e E g y p t i a n s a g a i n s t t h e E g y p t i a n s ; a n d t h e ;i^igtit everyone against nis brotner. ana everyone against hlsT^eTSE^
Zf c i ty against ^ ty, and k ingdom against k ingaom.**

Jehovah himself speaks foretelling civil strife and anarchy, of
Lch He Is not the Author but which He permits as a means of judgment
on the Egyptians for their sin. Thei® were Upper and Lower Egypt
(Tided Into a number of districts or provinces, and Internal strife



as common. Oh the wretche^ess bpoug^t upon a people by their dls-
grdements among themselves.

3- "And t lM spir i t of i iJ
il l destroy the connsel'^he:
^ t o t h e c h a r m e r s J a n d " ^ o "
5 e w T z ^ F d s T " *

t s h a l l f a i l i n t h e m i d s t o f i t ; a n d I
f; and they sHali aeelc nnto tEe iEoIs,
m t h a t h a v e f a m i l i a r s p i r i t s ^ a n d t o

Spirit" here refers to intellect - (See vs. 11-13) for which
gypt was^famous. (Acts 7:22). a?he intellect will "be emptied" andshovah will "swallow up" the counsel (i Cor. 3:19, 20) and the people
111 seek idols and incantations. See note on chap. 8:19. I Chron.
3 : 1 3 .

_ 4. "And I will give over the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel
^ a iTercFTcTng"sEall rule over themT^iW'tEeT:org.'">t6hovflhr ^ s t s T " ^ »

There have been many conjectures as to who the cruel lord and fierce
Lng was. Some Say it was Psammetichus, father of Pharoah Nicho, whoid sole dominion of Egypt for 54 yesLPs. Another says the general ref—
«ence is to Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 46:26) and particular reference to
unbyses and Oehus. In view of the diversity of explanations Alexander
mc^ades that "the Prophet is describing in a general way the politicalLci^tudes of Egypt, one of which would be subjection to an arbitrary
)wer, vrtaether foreign or domestic, or to both at different periods of
; s h i s t o r y. "

5. "And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be

Following the political calamities just described we have here
L y s i c a l c a l a m i t i e s .

The failure of the Nile to overflow in Egypt to the desired height
»ans general famine and distress. How vividly this sots forth the
idgment of God upon Egypt, since the Egyptians ^e so dependent upon
LO per iod ic overflow o f the N i le fo r the i r sus tenance.

Both "sea" and "river" in this verse evidently refer to the Nile,
lich is still called "sea" in Egypt.

6. "And the rivers shall become foul; the streams of Egypt shallI diminisned and orieci up; ^he reeds and flags atia 11 away."
The natural and artificial branches of the Nile, the canals and ir

gation system of Egypt, when lacking in water will bring general dis-
ess and sickness, and vegetation will suffer. Compare Ex. 7:18 and
. 3 7 : 2 5 .

"The meadows by the Kile, by the b
Ids of the'EiTe, shai i bei?ome dry.

viv id real izat ion of drought and devastat ion when even on the
nks of the Nile the meadows and sown fields become dry as dust. All
r i c u l t u r e i s p a r a l y z e d .
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8. "And the J^shers shall lament, and all they that cast angle into
^ isile shall mourn, and they that spread nelEs upon the waters shalT
a n f f u l s h . * " •

O n e l a s t i n g i m p r e s s i o n t h e c h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l h a d o f E g y p t w a s t h e
L s h t h e y h a d t o e a t t h e r e . ( H u m . 11 : 5 ) .

"The great abundance of fish produced in the Nile was an Invaluable
r e v i s i o n o f n a t u r e i n a c o u n t r y w h i c h h a d n e i t h e r e x t e n d e d p a s t u r e
r o u n d s , n o r l a r g e h e r d s o f c a t t l e a n d w h e r e c o r n w a s t h e p r i n c i p a l
• e d u c t i o n . " !

T h e d r y i n g u p o f t h e w a t e r s o f E g y p t w i l l m e a n t h e fi s h i n g i n d u s t r y
111 be ru ined, resu l t ing in lamenta t ion and langu ish ing o f the fisher -
m. "Those are genuine tears which are shed over lost money."

9. "Moreover they that work in combed flax, and they that weave
l i t e c l o t n , s h a i l " Te c o n f o u n a e a . " ' ^

A n c i e n t E g y p t w a s n o t e d f o r i t s fi n e t e x t i l e m a n u f a c t u r e s , l i n e n
id co t ton. Ezek. 27:7 speaks o f "fine l inen wi th bro idered work f rom
Sypt . " Ex. 26:36 suggests that the Is rae l i tes must have learned th is
i d u s t r y i n E g y p t . I n m o d e r n t i m e s i t h a s b e e n s h o w n t h a t t h e c l o t h
^ Egyp t ian mummies i s l i nen .

T h i s m a n u f a c t u r e o f l i n e n c l o t h f o r d r e s s e s f o r t h e p r i e s t s , a n d
i n d a g e s f o r t h e m a m m i e s , a n d o f c o t t o n c l o t h t o m a k e c l o t h e s f o r g e n
i a l u s e w o u l d f a i l a l o n g w i t h a g r i c u l t u r e a n d fi s h i n g .

10. "And the p i l la rs o f Egypt sha l l be broken in p ieces; a l l they
lat work Tor roFe"'3E'aii be grieved in soCT.*"

T h i s s e e m s t o b e a s u m m a r y s t a t e m e n t f o r e t e l l i n g t h e c o l l a p s e o f t h e
7 0 c l a s s e s , t h e n o b i l i t y a n d t h e c o m m o n p e o p l e , t h e p i l l a r s o r f o u n d a -
. o n s , a n d t h e y t h a t w o r k f o r h i r e o r t h a t m a k e d a m s ^

11. "The pr inces of Zoan are u t ter ly foo l ish; the counsel o f the
.sest counsellors of TEaroah Ts^become orutlsh; how say ye unto Pharoah,
a m t h e s o n o f t h e w i s e , t h e s o n o f a n c i e n t k i n g s . "

T h e r e w i l l b e a c o l l a p s e o f t h e w i s d o m o f t h e a d v i s e r s o f P h a r o a h ,
: n g o f E g y p t . P h a r o a h w a s a n a m e c o m m o n l y a p p l i e d t o a l l t h e k i n g s o f
S y p t . A n c i e n t E g y p t w a s n o t e d f o r i t s w i s d o m . W e a r e t o l d t h a t S o l o
n's wisdom excel led al l the wisdom of Egypt ( I Kings 4:30) and that
>ses was instructed in al l the wisdom of the Egyptians (Acts 7:22).
l e n o b l e s a n d c o u n s e l l o r s b o a s t e d o f t h e i r w i s d o m , p e d i g r e e , a n d a n t i q u i *
r . T h e i r w i s d o m i s b e c o m e u t t e r f o o l i s h n e s s ( I C o r . 1 : 1 9 - 2 0 ) t h e i r
I v i c e b r u t i s h ( P s . 7 3 : 2 2 ) .

"Zoan (Tanis, between the two most easterly mouths of the Nile), an
ic ient c i ty (Num. 13:22), had p layed an important par t in Egyptain h is-
>ry. Formerly the seat of the Hyksos kings, it had subsequently given
,8 name to two dynasties (21st and 23rd)." I t was a place of miracles
i t h e t i m e o f M o s e s , P a . 7 8 : 1 2 , 4 3 .

W i l k i n s o n .
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12. "Where then are thy wise men? and let them tell thee now; and
ijt them Igicw what Jehovah of hosts hath purposed concern'lng Bgypt.'^

In these words addressed to Pharoah the folly;;' of his coxinsellors
i exposed. They are unable even to foresee the future^ much less to
Lve helpful advice about It. Is. 40:13-14. They know not Jehovah's
irpose concerning Egypt. Rom. 9:17; Rom 1:33-34.

15. "The princes of Zoan are become fools^ the princes of Memphis
I® decelveQ; they have caused Egypt to go astrayj that are "^e corner-; o n e o r t r T g e s T " ^ ^

Memphis was the ancient capital of Lower Egypt located about five.les from the great pyramids and the sphinx, and residence of the kings
i t l l the Pto lemies moved to Alexandr ia . Much of the mater ia ls o f the
.d c i ty were used In bu i ld ing Cai ro not far d is tant .

The princes of these chief cities Instead of giving helpful advice
ive harmful advice, advocating unwise policy i^lch ended In disaster.
» m . 1 : 2 2 .

14. "Jehovah, hath mingled a spirit of perverseness In the midst of
£5 and they nave caused Egypfto go as'^rayln every"woro ^EEereor, a~q3:*unken man st agger etn InoS^ voiaft."

of the Egyptians Is sent upon them In judgment by Jehovah.
|plrlt In this verse means "supernatural Influence." Compare "spiritdeep slumber (Is. 29:10), and II Thess. 2:11; Job 12:16. "The people

made so perverse by false counsels and hopes that It lies there like
drunk man In his own vomit, and, not being able to extricate Itself,

g r o p e s a n d r o l l s a b o u t t h e r e i n . " 2 .

15. "Neither shall there be for Egypt any work ; which head or tall.
I m - b r a n c n o r r u s n , m a y d o . " — — _ —

"Work here means anything done or to be done Including private
slness and public affairs."3 Head and tall, palm-branch and rush,
fer to all classes of society. See note on 9*14**15. Compare verse
and v®pse 10, each summary statements of general calamity In Egypt.-

shall the E^ptlans be l ike unto women;, and they
Sii tremble"^5 Tear^5ecause|of the shaking oT^'TISand of JeEovaF^s t s , w h i c h h e s n a k e t h o v e r t n e i a T " ^ — — — _

This and the following verse, called the bridge between the two sec-
ons of the chapter, (See Introduction to this chapter) tell of the
rror that will come upon the Egyptians and the reasons therefor,
elr consternation Is coi!?>ared to that of iSbmen, timid, helpless, fear-
1. une reason for their fear Is the threatening judgment of Jehovah,
t Is a fearful thing to fall Into the hands of the living God." (Heb.

D e l l t z s c h
A l e x a n d e r



1 1 3

^ o f J - g d a h s h a l l b e c o m e a t e r r o r x u a t o i E s y o t : e v e P T□e to whom mention la made thereof shall be aTrald, bee anse or theTpiir-
^ ^ f Jehovan o r hos t sTwh l ch he pu rpose " ^ aga ins t I TT " —

I reason for terror is the land of Judah, even the mention of
n 5 of Judah is the God of judgment who purposes and none canan-ul it. Is. 14:24, 26j27; 46:10-11; Dsii. 4:35.

. s h a l l b e fi v e c i t i e s i n t h e l a n d o f E f f v n t t h a t
iS® I^g^age^ Canaan, and sweaFTo Jehova^'oTIEos^ one shalli ^ S a l T e g " i ' h e o i t y ~ r ^ G & s i r u c T I o n ^ —

Over against Judgment and terror there is prophesied in the latter
^t of this chapter salvation - a glorious missionary message. ManyI the Egyptians will be converted and return to Jehovah. "Five cities",

for Egypt, suggests the commencement of their conversion. Is. 11:11;
r:13; Ps. 68:31. Speaking the language of Canaan, the Hebrew language,
iggests their confession of the true rel igion. "For then wil l I turn) the peoples a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of
)hovah, to serve him with one consent." (Zeph. 3:9) "To swear tojhovah of hosts" means to devote one's self to Him acknowledging His
>vre ignty by swear ing a l leg iance to H im. Is . 45 :23-24.

Two different views of the last clause, the first being our prefer-
ice, are given by matthew Henry as follows: (1) One of the five citiesihall be the city of Heres, or of the sun, Heliopolis, where the sun
IS worshipped, the most infamous of all the cities of Egypt for idolatry;
^en there shall be a wonderful reformation - they shall-speak the languageCanaan. (2) Or it may be taken thus, as we render it. That for
wy five cities that shall embrace religion, there shall be one ( a.xth part of the cities of Egypt) that shall reject it, and that shall
> cal led a ci ty of destruct ion because i t refuses the method of salva-
. o n .

19. "in that day shall there be an altar to Jehovah in the midst
! lan^or Egypt, ana a pillar""at theHB^der tnereor ]|o JeEovaET"'

As Abraham builded an altar in Canaan to Jehovah who appeared to
m (Gen. 12*7)^ so shall there be an altar in the midst of Egypt, in-
cating that gmong the Egyptians there would be ''Abraham's seed, heirs
c o r d i n g t o t h e p r o m i s e . " ( G a l . 3 : 2 9 ) .

As Jacob set up a pillar at Bethel, and called the place the house
God, so there would be a pillar set up on the border of Egypt that

ong the Egyptians there would be children of Israel. Compare ^^om. 2:
— 2 9 .

20. "And it shall be for a sign snd for a witness unto Jehovah of
land of "Egypt; for they shall cry unto Jehovah because of

fressors, and he will send them a savior, and a defender. anmS""wTrii v e r t h e m T "

The a l tar and p i l la r sha l l be for a s ign and a wi tness. As wor-
Ippers of Jehovah rather than idols they will cry unto Him in-their
oubles and He wi l l save them out of their distresses, as He did Israel

the days o f the Judges . (Judges 3 :9 , e tc . ) .
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f The promise of a savior and defender some think had a partial ful-
t fllment in a cieiiverer such as Alexander the Great who freed the
. Egytians from oppression by the Persians under Caisibyses, However, it is
; fulfilled in the highest sense only by Jesus Christ, the only Saviorfrom sin. Is. 43:3, 11; 45:15, 21, 22; 49:26; 60:16; Luke 2:11; Tit,

2 . 1 3 *
/

' n

I Axk6. Jehovah shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall
laaow Jehovah in tha-6~day; yea, they sHali ^rshlp with sOrifice and.
(oblation, and shall vow a vow unto J'elhovah, and, slhaii perrorm it>"

; This is a great missionary passage. Not only five cities in Egyptwill embrace the true religion, not only will there be an altar to
'Jehovah in the midst,- and a pillar to Jehovah on the border, but the
/knowledge of Jehovah shall be spread abroad in Egypt; many of the
Egyptians shall receive it and become true worshippers. One of the(primary moans for the spreading of the knowledge of Jehovah in Egypt-
(was through the Septuagint Version of the Old Testament. At Alexandria,
Egypt, which was named for Alexander the Great, the Old Testament wastranslated into Greek for the Greek-speaking Jews, who lived in largo
aumbers, not only in that city, but in other parts of Egypt. They
formed a strong Jewish background in Egypt for the spread of Christian-
Uy. Ps. 98:2-3; Gal. 4:8-9; Zeph. 3:10; Mai. 1:11.

22. "And Jehovah will smite E
g h a l l r e t u r n t o J e h o v a h a n d h e w i T
fchem."

t , s m i t i n g a n d h e a l i n g ; a n d t h e y
e e n t r e a t e d o r t h e m , a n d ^ l y T l i h e a l

! This verse may indeed be regarded as a recapitulation of the whole
jjreceding prophecy, consisting as it does of an extended threatening
;vs. 1-17) followed by an ample promise (vs. 18-21)."4 God will grie-
rous ly chasten Egypt but the e f fec t o f i t w i l l be to lead them to
repentance. Collapse will be followed by conversion, judgment by sal-
;ation. See Heb. 12:11; Is. 55:7; Amos 4:6-12; Is. 27:14; 45:14; Ps.
5 2 : 2 7 .

, 23. "In that c^y shall there be a hi
jhd the AssypTiai shall come Into Egyp¥."^
noT the Egyptians shall worsSIp^w

ghway out of Eg

As Syrian^ "
t to Ass;
n t o A s s v i

The word "highway" here "is a figure for easy, free and intimate
bmnronication.*' Is. 11:16; 35:8-10; 40:3-5. Heretofore Egypt and
3Syria had met repeatedly as enemies but in their returning to Jehovah
heir ancient enmity would be put aside, and they would bo united in
erving the true and living God. They would have happy spiritual inter-
Durse because of their common faith in Jehovah. Compare Bph. 2:18-22
a d 3 : 6 - 8 .

24. "to that day shall Israel be the third wi
b l e s s i n g i n t h e m i d s t o f t h e e a r t K T "

a n d w i t h

] Israel shall bo. one of three, not necessari ly in a polit ical or
Lvil alliance, but joined in the worship of the same God, Jehovah. Is-
fol, located geographically between these two world powers, will accom-
lish its mission of being a blessing, while at the same time it is

• A l e x a n d e r .
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blossed* Gon* 18s2« ^Blossing Is lispo nsod In a coHiprshsnslv©
enaoy as denoting at the same time a scopce of blessing^ a means of
leasing, and an object to be blessed. "5 See Rom. lOsll-13.

25. "Pop that Jehovah of hosts hath blessed them, aaying^ Blessed
ĝ Sĝ m̂y people, ana Assyria the wopic or my nanas, ana Î giei mine '

Here is a benediction pronounced upon both Jew and Gentile alike,
he three titles here applied to the three peoples are commonly applied
I s e w h e r e t o I s r a e l a l o n e .

"To describe these two great belliger^t powers as at peace with
srael and one another, was not only to foretell a most surprising revolu-
ion in the state of the world, but to intimate at leaat a future change
n the relation of the Jews and Gentiles. I/Then he goes still farther
ad describes these representat ives of heathenism as received into t jhs
ovenant and sharing with the church of God its most distinctive titles,
9 have one of the cleaz^est and most striking predictions of the calling
f the Gent i les that the word of God conta ins. "® Col . 3 :10-11.

This prophecy foreshadows the teaching of Paul in Ephesians, chap-
ars 2 and 3, not only of the admission of the Genti les into the church
f God, but also of their equal partnership in the church of God.

. I b i d .

. I b i d .

f
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Chap. 20. ^ Captivity of Egypt and Et!il6i>ia Foretold.

introduction to this chapter gives the date of the symbolic
5tion by which is predicted the captivity of Egypt and Ethiopia (vs. 1).
jrse 2 gives Jehovah's direction or instruction, and the prophet's
>edient symbolic action. Verses 3 and 4 record Jehovah's explanation' the symbol, and verses 5 and 6 the application. The purpose of this
?ophecy is to warn the Jews not to put their trust in Egypt and Ethiopia
id to win them back to a reliance upon Jehovah.

20.1. "in the year that Tartan came unto Ahsdod when Sargon the
of AssyrTa sent him, and he fought agailnst Aahdod and took ItT""
Tartan was not a proper name, but the official title of the Assyrian

immander - in -ch ie f . See I I K ings 18:17.

Ashdod, called Azotus fey the Greeks (Acts 8:40) was one of the five
i t a b l e c i t i e s o f t h e r h i l i s t i n e s . I n t h e t i m e o f I s a i a h i t w a s o f
; ra teg ic mi l i ta ry impor tance, cons idered the key to Egypt . Herodotus
Lys that Fsammetlchus besieged it for 29 years. This was probably
' l lowing the event here recorded in order to recover i t f rom Assyr ia
• r E g y p t .

Sargon was the successor of Shalmanaasar, and reigned from 722 to
>5 B.C. He besieged Ashdod in the year 711 B.C. The attack upon
(hdod was a part of h is plan to subdue Egypt. "As the i 'h i l is t ines
i re l ed by the i r s i tua t ion , and p robab ly a l so by the i r k insh ip , to
ke the side of Egypt, the conquest of Ashdod was an indispensable pre-
minary o f the expedi t ion against Egypt .

2. "At that time Jehovah spake by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying,
1^, and looseTlEEe sa^cioth from off thy loins, and put thy; shoe xrom
^ thy foot. And he did so, walking naked ^d barefoot. — —

As Jeremiah was directed of God to perform a symbolic act (Jer. 13:
H ) so t he d i v i ne d i r ec t i on i s g i ven t o I sa i ah he re .

Sackcloth was not only a common mourning dress, but also the garb
a prophet l i ke E l i jah ( I K ings 1 :8) and John the Bapt is t (Mt . 3 :4) .

aiah was directed to lay aside the garment of the moin^ner and the
o p h e t , a n d t o t a k e o f f h i s s h o e s . H i s o b e d i e n c e w a s p r o m p t , l i k e
l a t o f J o s h u a , ( J o s h . 5 : 1 5 ) .

The word "naked" here as in a number of places in scripture does
t mean en t i re nud i ty. I t p robab ly has re fe rence to the lay ing as ide

the outer garment. Compare John 21:7 (margin); I Sam. 19:24; I I
m . 6 : 2 0 .

" Isaiah has to lay off the garment of the preacher of repentance
d o f t h e m o u r n e r , s o t h a t o n l y h i s t u n i c r e m a i n s ; a n d i n t h i s d r e s s ,
d m o r e o v e r b a r e f o o t e d , h e h a s t o a p p e a r i n p u b l i c . I t i s t h e c o s t u m e

a man t j± lo has been robbed and d isgraced of a beggar, i t may be, or
p r i s o n e r o f w a r. " ^

D e l i t z s c h
I b i d .
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3. "And Jehovail aaid^ Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked
and barefoot ttoee years for a sign and a wonder concerning Egypt*"

This verse has been variously understood. Alexander says "The
prophet probably exposed himself but once In the way described, after
srhlch he continued to be a sign and wonder for three years. I .e. t i l l
bhe fu lfi lment o f the prophecy.

Rosenmuller thinks the symbol ic act ion was cont inued during the
;bree years at Intervals to keep It befdre the minds of the people. A
Less probhblp view, like that of Barnes, Joins "three years" with "sign",
I three years' sign, that Is, a sign and indication that a three years'
jalamlty would come upon Egypt and Ethiopia.

shal l the king of Assyr ia lead away the capt ives of Egypt,4 . " S o s h a l l t h e k i n g o f
md the exi les or Eth iopia, younf
yuItocEs uncovered, to the sn^e old, n^ed and bareToot, and with

Here Is the heart of the Interpretation of the symbolic action of
he prophet. It was to symbolize the fall and captivity of the Egypto-
Ithloplan kingdom. Just as the prophet was stripped of his gaimient and
barefoot, so wo\ild the captives and exiles of these countries be strippednd put to shame by the king of Assyria.

"And they shall be dismayed and confounded, because of Ethiopia
h e i r e x p e c T a l l o n , a n d " o 7 " E g y W ' " t ! E e l r ^ l ' o r y 7 " — _

• "The meaning of the verse Is, that they who had relied on Egypt and
ts ally Ethiopia for aid against Assyria, whether Jews or Philistines
r both, should be confoomded at beholding Egypt and Ethiopia themselves
ubdued."3 Palestine hoped to make an alliance with Ethiopia, "their
xpec'tatlon , and had already completed an alliance with Egypt, "their
lory". If Egypt and Ethiopia would be led Into captivity, how foolishor Palestine to trust in them for aldl Is 36:6; Jer. 17:5.

6. "And the inhabitant of this coast-land shall say In that day,
ehold, such is our expectatToh, whi ther we flea ror EeTp'^o be del ivered
c o m t h e ^ i n g o r A s s ^ i a ; a n a w e , ' T [ o w s n a T l w e e s c a p e ? " — —

This coast-land evidently refers to the land of Palestine In general
Qcludlng Judea. With the fall of the powers In which they had trusted
ar aid, what hope of escape Is left for a smaller and weaker state?

In the last clause of this verse "we" Is emphatic. Hot Egypt, but
ahovah can help. is. 31:1-3. "How shall we escape If we neglect so
peat a salvation?" fHeb. 2:3).

• A l e x a n d e r
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chapters 13 and 14 these verses contain a prophecy of the•verthrow of Babylon by the Medes and Persians, and their design is the
tamo as chapters 13 and 14, namely, to bring comfort and ass"urance to the
kXiled Jews in Babylon. The first part of the prophecy tells of the
ipproach of the conquerors, and the resulting alarm, (vs. 1-4) Then.8 given a dramatic picture of their advance to victory, and its
ettlng in the city of Babylon (5-9). -i-'he closing verse (10) is in
he form of an address or apostrophe to the Jews in Rabvlon to
hem assurance that they would be delivered.

21:1. "The burden of the wilderness of the sea. As whirlwinds in
?uth sweep through, it come-bn rrom""t15e wTIderness, from a terriBTea n d _ " ■ — — — — — — — — — I ■ — ■

For "burden" see note on chap. 13:1.
"Wilderness of the sea" is generally understood to mean Babylonia,

he plain of Babylon was a flat country of lakes and marshes, and often
verflowed by the waters of the Euphrates. See Is. 13:20-22; 14:22;
e r . 5 1 : 1 3 , 4 2 .

The rapidity of the approach of the invader is compared to the
weeping whirlwinds in the South. His approach is from the wilderness,
pobably the plain between Babylon and Persia; from the terrible land,lie Medo-Persian land, a waste and mountainous country whic h bred for-
L d a b l e s o l d i e r s . I s . 1 3 : 1 7 - 1 8 .

2* A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous deal—
fch treacherously, ananESe Hestroyer c[e8Broye-Eh.~5o up. 0 Blam:"h;esTege
T^euia; all the sighing thereof nave I made to ceaseT^ ""

^ 'The first phrase means a vision of severe and awful judgments.. the next clause be applied to Cyrus, one of the terms may describe
le stratagems of war, as the other does its violence. This is more
itwal as Babylon was actually taken by stratagem."^ History tells
* Be lshazzar 's h i^ o fficers went over to Cyrus . Be ing
uniliar with the city they led the invaders direct to the palace
l e r e t h e k i n g o f B a b y l o n w a s s l a i n .

Elam and Media were the dominions of Cyrus. "The former lay east
the Tigris and north of the Persian Gulf; Media was the mountainous

.strict adjoining it on the north. Cyrus, according to the Babylonian
>cords, was originally king of Assyria in the north of Elam; in 549 he
nquered Media, uniting the two in one kingdom. "2 Compare 13:17-18:
• r . 5 0 : 1 4 ; D a n . 5 : 2 8 .

Jehovah continues to speak in the last clause of the verse. When
s instrument to destroy Babylon advanced to take the city the sighing
lich had been caused by Babylon ceased. Compare 14:1-3, 7-8: 35:10:
r . 3 1 : 1 1 , 1 2 , 2 0 . , » » >

A l e x a n d e r •
C a n i b r i d g e B i b l e . I s a i a h , p . 1 7 0
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T h e r e f o r e a r e m y l o i n s fi l l e d ; ^ t h a n g u i s h ; p a n g s h a v e t a k e n
upon me, as the pangs or a woman In t ravai l ; I am jpa ined soHBEa^

I c a n n o t h e a r ; I a m d i s m a y e d a o t n a t c a n n o t s e e * ' ' ' ^

This verse and the fol lowing seem to represent the projdiet as being
|lh Babylon, and with great emotion sympathizing with the suffering people,as he Is represented as doing at the calamities of Moab, Chaps* 15:5 and
116:11* Some view these as the words of a captive Jew, or of a Babylonian^
I Calvin* s view Is that the prophet assumes for the time, the character■ of a Babylonian, and that he does not here describe the feelings of his
own heart* In keeping with Calvin's peculiar view are the words of
S tock , Vivac i t y I s here Impar ted to the descr ip t ion by the Prophe t ' s
/speaking of himself as of a Babylonian present at Belshazzar*s feast,bn the night when the town was surprised by Cyrus*" Dan* 5:5,6*
f

4 . h e a r t fl u t t e r e t t i , h o r r o r h a t h a f f r i g h t e d m e ; t h e t w i l i g h t
that 1 de'sirecl hatEHbeen turned into trembling nnto^me."

A lexander po in ts ou t tha t " there a re two In te rpre ta t ions o f the
last clause* One supposes It to mean that the night desired as a t ime
of rest Is changed Into a time of terror; the other that a n^ght of
festivity Is changed Into a time of terror* That the court was revelling
yhen Cyrus took the city. Is stated In the general by Herodotus and
^enophon, and In fu l l deta i l by Danie l*
f

1 Matthew Henry says It should seem that It Is the king of Babylonyho Is ^re brought In, In verses 3 and 4, sadly lamenting his Inevitable
pate* The last words of verse 4," he says, "plainly refer to that
Aggravat ing c i rcumstance of Belshazzar 's fa l l , that he was s la in on
jhat n ight when he was at the height o f h is mir th and jo l l i ty*" Dan*
M l , 5 , 3 0 *

Here Is a v iv id descr ip t ion o f what toox p lace In Baby lon the n i^ t
ryus conquered I t . F i rs t there was the feas t p repared* Then the watch
f e t s o t h a t t h e y m i g h t b e u n d i s t u r b e d * T h e n f o l l o w e d t h e d r u n k e n I d o l -
.trous feast (Dan* 5)* The alarm Is soxuided at the noise oi the enemy
^ the gates of the palace, and the order to prepare for sel f -defense*
f

' 6* "For thus hath the Lord said xinto me. Go, set a watchman; let
| m d e c l a r e w h a t n e s e e ' ^ E T " —

The watchman here may be the prophet himself* Alexander suggest
aat the Prophet Introduces an Ideal watchman as announcing what he
? t u a l l y s e e s *

The watchman Is Introduced frequently In Old Testament Scripture*
t Sam* 18:24; II Kings 9:17; Jer* 51:12; Ezek. 3:17; 33:2-7; Ps* 130:6*

Isaiah's "Watchman Oracles" are grouped here In chapters 21-22*

I 7. "And when he seeth a troop, horsemen In pairs, a troop of asses,' troop of camels, he shall hearken dlllgen-gly with mucE heed*"

The watchman sees the approach of the Persian army, - "the army
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Df the foe in orderly, silent, caravan-like, self-confident march."
S e e J e r. 5 1 : 3 1 - 3 2 .

cr ied as a l ions 0 Lord, I s tand cont innal ly upon the
ffatch-tower in the day'^ime. and am set in my ward whole nl^¥a".'"

he,cried with a great voice, as a lion roareth" (Rev. 10s3a).
le proclaims the diligence with which he is continually keeping the
mtch. He is like the prophet who said, "I will stand upon my watch,
and sit me upon the tower" (Hab. 2sla).

. b^faoldj here cometh a troop of men, horsemen in pai fes.
^ answered and said, fallen, fallen is Babylon; and ailT'the gravenimages or her gods areTTroken unto"^he ground."

"The structure of the passage is highly dramatic. In the sixth
rerse, the prophet is commanded to set a watch. In the seventh thelentinel is ordered to look out for an army of men, mounted on horses,
camels, and asses. In the eighth, he reports himself as being at his>dst. In the ninth, he sees the very army which had been described
IS approaching. "3

The last half of verse nine tells the significance of what he des-
iribed in the first half of the verse as seeing. The conquering in
vader takes possession of the city of Babylon, and destroys her idols.

46:1-2; 47:5,9; 48:14; Jer. 50:2,3,9,29,38,42 ; 51:9,
:4,47,52,64; Rev. 14:8; 18:1,2,21. "Babylon wks distinguished for its
iride, arrogance, and hau^tiness. It became, therefore, the emblem of11 that is hau^ty, and as such is used by John in the Apocalypse."^
'he city was particularly celebrated for its idolatry, its pricipal god
e i n g B e l .

The Persian conquerors of Babylon had a great aversion to all
mages. We are told that they not only considered the use of them un-
awful, but, that they charged those who did use them wi.th madness and

This explains why the Persians were such effect ive instruments
f God for the destruction of all the graven images of the sods of
a b y l o n .

10. "O thou my thresMng, and the grain of my floorl that which I
ave heard fr^JlEovan or host~the Ood of Tsrael, have T"^elared "
n t o y o u . " —

One writer has well expressed the meaning of this verse as follows:
0 thou, my people, who hast been afflicted and crushed; who hast been
ader my chastening hand, and reduced to these caliamities on account
f your sins; hear what ^od has spoken respedting the destruction of
abylon, and your consequent certa in del iverance."

The downfall of Babylon was brought" about through the power of (^od,
id for the sake of His people.

The last part of the verse is as a seal, giving assurance doubly
are of the truth of the prophecy as having come direct from God, **r\d
sc lared in i ts fu lness by the prophet .

» A l e x a n d e r
» B a r n e s .
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Kote, (1) "113,0 chnrch is God*s floor • • . (2) True believers are
bo corn of God's floor • • • (3) The corn of God's floor must expect
o be threshed by affliction and persecutions."^ (4) gyjie threshers are
nder the power of God^ Jehovah of hosts. (5) "But love takes part also
Q t h e w o r k o f t h r e s h i n g , a n d r e s t r a i n s t h e a c t i o n o f w r a t h . " 6

• Matthew Henry Commehtai^y
• D e l i t z s c h .
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Chaip, 21:11-12. The Oracle Concerning Dumah.

According to s^e interpreters, Dumah in this obscure oracle refers0 an lahmaelite triob in Arabia (Gen. 25:14), or a place belonging to
lat tribe located on ^he borders of Arabia and Syria in a rocky valley,
thers consider the worcl an emblematical designation of Edom. The wordDumah means silence, a^ is suggestive of the solitude and desolationa store for Edom. Verse^l gives the inquiry of the Edomite, and verse
S t h e a n s w e r o f t h e w a t c h m a n .

2 1 : 1 1 . b u r d e n o f
a tchman, wha t o r tne n igE i

O n e c a l l e t h u n t o m e o u t o f S e i r ,
lan, what or tne nTgJxET^

For "burden" see note on 13:1. NFor Dumah see above.

"The Mount and the Land of Seir ark alternative appellations of the
^untainous tract which runs along the eaabern side of the Arabah, oc-
ipied by the descendants of Esau, who suc^eded the ancient Horites
5en. 14:6; 36:20)^ * cave-dwellers* in possession. "T we are told that
ae Edomites as well as the Jews w^e under tne subjection of Babylon,
lis oracle represents the inquiries from Edom as asking, "What from
ff the night? "How much of the ni^t is passed?\Edom evidently thou^t
5r subject ion was last ing a long t ime.

See Joel 3:19; Acaos 1:11-12; ob. jfc^:21.
12. "The wAtcfaman said. The morning cometh, and also the ni^t; if

i i n q u i r e , i n q u i r e y e : t u r n y e , c p m e . "

Many interpreters consider the expression "The morning cometh" to^fer to the prosperity coming to the «*ews, and "the night to the adver-
Lty to come upon the Edomites. In other words, "Eie Jews should be
Sl ivered f rom the i r capt iv i ty ; no t so the Edomi tes . " There is a p rom-
3ed day of Israel. The remainder of the answer seems to leave it open
) r the Edomi tes to come aga in and make fu r ther inqu i r ies . I f they
n»n and come they may expect a more favorable answer. "The prophet
iS a comfor t ing answer for them only i f they return, come, i .e . . on ly
r they come converted. So long as there is no change on them their
i ture is enveloped in endless night. , " l i \^quire, return, come. Be
iquisitive, be penitent, be willing and obedient."® Is. 55:7; Acts 2:
r - 3 8 .

, B ib le - ^cyc loped ia , p . 2713 .
> D e l t i z s c h .
» Matthew Henry Commentary.
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C h a p . 2 1 : 1 3 - 1 7 . T h e O r a c l e u p o n A r a b i a .

This brief oracle concerning North Arabian tribes gives us in
erses 13-15 a picture of abnormal times when the caravans were inse-
ure, of proverbial Arabian hospitality, and of the grievousness of
ar, which furnished a setting for the prophecy of verses 16-17 of the
e s t r u c t i o n o f A r a b i a n p e o p l e s .

21:13. "The burden upon Arabia.
i f 0 c a r a v a n s o r b e a a n l t e s . "
For "burden" see chap. 13:1.

In the fo res t in Arab ia sha l l ye

Another reading of "in the forest in Arabia" is "In the thickets
a the evening, hence this has been called "The Oracle at Evening, or
a the Evening. In the Old Testament there are two men by the name of
adan, one a desce^ant of Ham (Gen. 10:7), the other of Abraham byatwah (Gen. 25:3). It may be from the latter that the Dedahites here
antioned were descended. They were travelling merchants (Ezek. 27:15,
L) whose dwelling was near Bdom. Evidently because of the abnormalLmes these merchants had to flee from their regular route of travel
ito the thickets, or into the wilderness, where they were in need of
D o d a n d w a t e r .

« . . Z M t h i r s t y t ^ y b r o u g h t w a t e r ; t h e i n h a b i t a n t sP the land of Teiaa^TiS meet^he fugitives wiSb. their bread." '
Tema was "a tribe of Ishmaelltes and the district they inhabited

ten. 25:15; Is. 21:14). Their caravans were well-known. (Job 6:19) "I
The Arabian tribes are noted for their hospitality. I'he writer

^rsonally saw an illustration of this in Palestine when passing an*ab tent near the sea of Galilee late in the afternoon, and pausing to
)e the family at their evening meal, o\ar party of six was invited to
l a r e t h e m e a l w i t h t h e m .

fled away from the s^rds, from the drawn sword.
*0^ - " f che ben t Dow, and f rom tEe g r ievousness o r war. * ' ——— —.

^e grievousness of war was not only upon the Jews and the Edomites,Lt also upon these distant Arab tribes, causing them to be driven from
le^ regular routes of travel, and to be destitute of the necessities

j.jLX 0 •

16. "For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Withinja year, according
; y e a r s o T n T h l r e l i n g , a I T " t E r ^ o r y " o 7 " K e d a r s g a i ^ ^ ^

Kedar was a son of Ishmael (Gen. 25:13). Later the word seemed to
applied to a tribe of Ishmaelite nomads, and here to the Arabian tribes
Q0I10Z^&JL e

Sf a see note on 16:14. The prophecy of deatme-on within a definite time may have had as its purpose to warn to renen-
n c e .

Davis'Bible Dictionary, p. 724
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a p o k e n i t ,

Ishmael, the ancestor of these nomads was an archer (Gen, 21:20),
I d t h e b o w w a s t h e m a i n w e a p o n o f t h e s e F a b i a n t r i b e s .

The ski l led archers and mlgj i ty men to be left after the judgment
r Jehovah comes upon Kedar shall be few in number. The glory of
3 d a r s h a l l f a i l .

As th is prophecy c losesj l ts d iv ine Inspi rat ion Is once more emphat ic-
L l y d e c l a r e d .

This chapter considered as a whole gives us a wonderful revelation
r God*s wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth,"

A l e x a n d e r ,

4
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Ghap, 22:1-14, The ^racle Concerning the Valley of Vision,

This is the fourth In the general group o^t so-called "Watchman
prophecies". The valley of vision refers to/^Terusalem. "The monnptains are round about Jerusalem" (Ps. 125:^^, Jeremiah calls the
city the Inhabitant of the valley" (Jer. Then tpo^ as It wasbere that many of the prophets received their visions^ the place Is ap
propriately called the valley of vision. This oracle shows "Jerus€G.em
besieged, yet reckless." Many think that this prophecy belongs to thetime of Sennacheribls Invasion, 701 B.C. Others refer It also to the
siege by Esarhaddon In the reign of Manasseh, or to that of Nebuchadnez
z a r .

Verses 1-4 tell of the commotion In the city and the lamentation
cf the prophet; verses 5-7 the day of visitation upon the city. Ver
ses 8-11 describe the fortification of the city In preparation to with
stand the enemy, and of the Irrellglon of the people. Verses 12-14 tell
r lrst of the exhilaration of the people Instead of their humiliation
before Qod, and of their consequent condemnation.

2 2 : 1 . b u r d e n ^ ^ v a l l e y o f v i s i o n . W h a t a i l e t h t h e e n o w.
t h o u a r t w h o l l y g o n e u p ~ T o t h e h o u s e - t o p s —l o u s e -

.n ^ For "burden see chap. 13:1 and "valley of vision" see above. The.lat-roof s of their houses were the places to whij h the people of Jer-
isalem rushed In times of excitement and commotion where they could look
>ut and see what was going on In the city. The people running to the
/Op of their houses gives a vivid picture of the general stir In Jerusa—
. e m .

ttioyi that art full of shoutings, a tumultuous city, a ioy-
>us town; t^^ slain are not slaTn with the swordj neither are tEev
l e a d j n T b a F E r e T " ^

Older writers consider the first clause as describing consternatlqn
nd alarm at the approach of the enemy. Later writers think It pictures
the opposite condition of joyous expitement, frivolous gayety, and reck-
,ess Indifference, described In verSe 13," self-confIdeat rejoicing such
. s I s d e s c r i b e d I n Z e p h . 2 : 1 5 .

The last part of the verse may mean that famine and pestilence would
estrpy the people,-mortallty due to sieges.

3. "All thy rulers fled away together, they were bound by the archers:
11 that were j^und of tEee^werebound togetE^ EEey fled aJur-ETfT"

This verse seems to.apply better to the siege of Nebuchadnezzar
han to that of Sennache:41b. See II Kings 25:4-7; Jer. 39:4-7.

Alexander says, "it Is best to give the verse Its largest meaning
s descriptive of the hardships and concomitant evils, not of one siege
ere l y, bu t o f s i eges I n gene ra l . "

4. "Therefore said I, Look away from me, will weep bitterly; labor
o t t o c o m f o r t m e f o r J b h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e d a u g h t E r o f "



1 2 6

As the prophet sees the condition of his people and realizes what
;hey are facing, sorrow and anguish take hold of him. His deep griefiver and sympathy for his people would lead him to bitter lamentation,
ompare Jer. 4:19; 9:1, and Jesus* s lament over 4rusalem, Luke 19:41-44.

^ere is here set forth the day of tl]© visitation of God's judg-
ent upon Jerusalem. Jehovah has a day, an appointed tixTie for. the mani-
estation of His power in j'udgiaeht. It is a day of trouble (Is. 37:3),
read^g down (Is. 5:5), perplexity (Est. 3:15), breaking down (II Kings• and a crying, which strikes on the mountains surrounding Jei*u«-
a l e m a n d r e t u r n s a s a n e c h o . ' l

6 . E lam bare qu ive r w i th cha r io ts o f men and ho rsemen:
□d K i r uncove red t he sETe lHT^

marn^see .note ono21:2) and Kir, (perhaps people of Media) furnished
9lp to the Assyrian army, xhe former were skilled in archery and may
ave used the bow both in chariots and on horseback. We are told that
de Ethiopians alone excelled them in archery. The latter were pre-
ared for battle with the removal of their shields from their cases.

"And it came to pass that thy choicest valleys were full of
lariots, and the horsemen set themselves in array at the gg'te."

The valleys around the city which might have been filled with
Locks, or fruit, or grain, t^e prophet pictures as filled iiyith thelariots of the enemy, and at the very gates of the city the horse-
5n Cf the enemy firmly establ ished.

^ ^way the cover ing of Judah; and thou d idst look .
i t h a t d a y t o t h e a r m o r i n t h e h o u s e o T ^ t H e f o r e s t . " — — ^

Compare verses 8-11 wiuh iJ Cru'on.32;l-6, 30. Interpreters differ1 their explanation of the first clause. "The a^ogous expressinn
. taking away the veil from the heart (II 3:15, 16), and the
amediate mention of the measures used for the defence of the city, are
)r^ps decisive in favor of explaining the words to mean that the>w*s own eyes were opened. "2 Heretofore they were blinded to their
inger but they now are aware of their defenselessness, depend
) o n m a t e r i a l p r e p a r a t i o n f o r d e f e n s e .

The house of the forest was built by Solomon in Jerusalem, and was
ridently used as an armory. (I Kings 7:2; 10:17) Tiiis may be referred
> i n H e h . 3 : 1 9 .

See II Kings 20:20 and II Chron. 32:l-6;30.

D e l i t z s c h . \
A l e x a n d e r .
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To further fortify themselves against the enemy QTiri prepare for a
lege they took notecof the defects In the walls of the city and In theater supply. The breaches of the city were jjrobably not made by the
nemy, but caused by decay and failure to repair. The measure of defenseith reference to the waters waajaken by Hekeklah, (II Chron. 32:4) and
as probably been repeated frequently whenever Jerusalem was besieged.

10. "And je numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and ye brake down the
onses to ?ort l7y^he wal l f "

O^e numbering of the houses may have been to ascertain what onesould be used to furnish building materials for public use. ^ne was
he material used for building at that time, as It Is at the present
I m e .

^ a l s o a r e s e r v o i r b e t w e e n t h e t w o w a l l s f o r t h e w a t e rf t^ old £0op But ^ looked not imto hlm'ihar'hagr^iie~thra7 neither
— I " I ■ ■ " ■ ■ " o w w u j u a , U U V X -M je respect untonlm that purposegTTg long ago.*"

As a further means of self-defense a reservoir was made to receive
he water of the old pool, ^Ich may mean the pool of Slloam. By this
prangement the water would be Inaccessible to the besiegers^ but avail-ble to the Inhabitants of the city. Compare II Chron. 32:4, 30.

The last part of this verse tells of a colossal sin of the people,
le^ sin was not their diligence In preparation for self-defense, but1 their disregard for Jehovah. While they looked to the armor, and saw
le breaches, they look not unto Jehovah, and regarded not Him. Is. 17:7:
L:l; II Chron. 16:7-9; Mlcah 7;7. Evidently Hezeklah himself trusted1 Jehovah, II Kings 18:5 and II Chron. 32:8, but the unbelief of those
s s o c l a t e d w i t h h i m w a s e v i d e n t .

The Jewish writers upon this place, say, "There were seven things
ilch God made before the world; meaning "ei^lch he had In his eye when
) made the world, the garden of Eden, the law, the just^ones, Israel,
le throne of glory, Jerusalem, and Messiah the ^rlnce."®

12. "And In that day did the Iiord,Jehovah of hosts, call to weeping,
id ^ mourning, anB^to fcaidnessT an^to glrc[rn~wIiE:Tac1gCTotH7" ^

God»s call throu^ His providence, probably the siege Just described,
id through the words of the prophet, was to seriousness, humiliation,
> p e n t a n c e . J a s . 4 : 8 - 1 0 ; J o h a h 3 : 6 - 1 0 .

13. "And, behold, J^oy and gladness, slaying oxen and killing sheep,
fle^an5"lgI5klng Wine; Lei; u'T'eat and drlnET Tor i;omorrow'^ie~

Disobedience to the call of Jehovah Is evidenced in an attempt to
•own their sorrows by merriment, hilarity, revelry. Is. 5:12; Amos 6:
6; Luke 17:26-29. ^he proverbial expression at the last of this verse,let us eat and drlnk> etc. Is used as an argument by those who do not
lleve In the resurrection to try to Justify their present life of
c k l e s s n e s s , r e v e l r y, r i o t . S e e I C o r. 1 5 : 2 2 . I f t h e r e b e n o r e s u r -ctlon there ml^t be some reason for the argument of the Epicurean.

Matthew Henry Commentary
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14. "And Jehovah of hce ta revealed himself in mine ears. Sural■. . . t ' r t ^ o x x u v a u ^ m g T i s r e v e a x e a n i m s e i r i n m i n e e a r s . S u r e l vsnail noTHje forgiven you till ye gTeT-jaliEnEhe Lord,
e S o v ^ o f h o s T s T " ^ ^

This iniquity of coiu'se means the presumptuous contempt of God*s
lessages and providential warnings, with which the people had been
harged in the preceding verse. This offense is hero treated as theIn against the Holy Ghost in the Hew Testament and is indeed very
e a c h o f t h e s a m e n a t u r e . " 4

shall never be expiated with sacrifice and offering, any more
han the iniquity of the house of Eli, I Sam. 3:14. It is a sin against
^ remedy, a baffling of the utmost means of conviction, and renderinghem ineffectual; and therefore it is not likely they should ever repent
f it, or have it pardoned. "5 gee John 8:21-24 and heb. 10:26-27.

ISH £2 i2 £ 21 Diaoomfiture? Is 22:1-14 and Ps.

I. 1 Depend of Material i^efense and Disregard Jehovah?
2. Disobey His call and Seek to Drown Sorrows by Dissipation? If

0 y o u w i l l c o m e t o D e s t r u c t i o n - D e a t h .

II. 1. Will you Offer your j^art tuato ^^ehovah?
2. Will you give Him the Obedience of Your Life?
3. Will you offer up Timely Supplication?
4. If so you will have Deliverance - Glory.

A l e x a n d e r .
Matthew -^enry Commentary
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Chap. 22:15-25. Shebna and Ellakims or The Ball and the Nail.

Tb.e first part of this chapter is directed against Jerusalem, the
second part against an individual in Jerusalem, Shebna, a high official,

; who was replaced by Eliakim. Figuratively these men are compared to a
I b a l l a n d a n a i l .
I

The prophet is first instructed to denounce Shebna for his pride
(verses 15-16). It may have been that he too, was leader of the party

rwhich favored al l iance with Egypt, or Hezekiah*s submission to Sennacherib
iThen his degradation is foretold (verses 17-19). This is followed by
the declaration that Eliakim will be elevated, empowered, and established
in the place of Shebna (verses 20-24), and finally, there is foretold
t h e f€ L l l o f t h e n a i l ( v e r s e 2 5 ) .

I

22:15. ^'Thus saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts. Go get thee unto this
jtreasiarerJ even unto Shebna, who is over the house, say,v ——— ———

Shebna's office was a very hig^ one, probably like that of prime
^nister, or mayor of the palace. The Shebna mentioned in Isaiah 36:5and 37:2 may have been the same man, who after his deposition as treasur-
'er or steward, occupied the lower office of scribe. The prophet is here
greeted to go to Shebna with an unwelcome massage.
L "What doe St thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hasthewed thee out here a sepulchre on hTSET graving a habitation ToF™hTm^^~~
s e l f i n H E S e ' T o c g r ' ^

■ The prophet may, or may hot have mot Shebna at the place where his
Sepulchre was being prepared. At any rate he severely rebukes him for
jiuch an act. It was the custom of kings and rich men to have sepulchresuid monuments prepared. Absalom had his own monument prepared (II Sam.
^8:18) and Joseph of Arimathaea his tomb hewn in the rock. But why should9hebna, who was not of the royal family, and who was probably a foreigner,ind did not have an estate or heritage in Judah, be so proud and high-
minded as to want to be in the same class with the royal dead? II Chron.
^2:33.
' "BeholdJ Jehovah like a strong man, will nuri unee away vio-
i e n t l y ; y e a , h . e " " w i i l w r a p t h e e u p c i o s e l y T " ' — _

1 7 . B e h o l d , J e h o v a h l i k e a s t r o n g m a n , w i l l n u r i u n e e a w a y v i o -
jently; yea, he "will wrap thee up cioselyT"'
i The violent downfall of Shebna is here predicted. The las^^ause
S d i f fi c u l t t o e x p l a i n . T h e C h a l d e e o f i t i s " s h a l l c o v e r t h e e w i t h
onfusion." A.R.V. margin has the reading "lay fast hold on thee."
i

18. "He will surely wind thee ro\md and round, and toss thee like
! Into a iQ^gQ country; there ^halt thou die, and there shall be
be chaFlots of thy glory; thou shame of thy l^^Fd's house."
/ "Shebna becomes a clew, a ball, which is thrown into a land stretch-
bg far out on both sides, where with nothing to stop it, it flies far-
jier and ever farther. Thither he goes to die, - the man who had de-
|[^aded his own office and the Pavidic court as well by an undue exercise
ad misuse of his power, and with him his splendid equipages."1

» D e l i t z s c h



1 3 0

ihaltiho^^ lira ^ M5£ Officej ^ station
Jehov^ will depose him from his office. "For neither from the eastor from the west, nor yet from the south, oometh liftinrup. But%d '

ompale^Esfk! Wtlf^d^^ri-sl'. another." (Ps. 75:6-7).
ervS'E™£t$§ra™^"^2 ds£, t̂  I wm oall 52
P." '̂ r̂n^e'L'loS r̂slo \l
n'̂ ooltraft̂ t'̂ ^ follower of Jehovah. He is here called "my servant"n contrast to £.hebna. Another contrast is that the name of his father
L? n?*v, mention is made of the father of Shebna. "Hilkiah"^o'̂ ovah is my protion" or "Jehovah's portion." Some suggest that

"iss J Bim with thy robe, and strengthen him with
Fa fatHnr ̂ <-4 oommiT ŷ government in1o"his nana: anTTie-aTSnI a rather to tSe^55at)itants of JerusaiemT and tFThe~EousT?f^"?'^Ti'7^

, « i n v e s t e d w i t h t h e r o b e s o f t h e o f f i c e b y J e h o v a h .10 also commit^ the government into his hand.

» contrast to Shebna Ellaklm shall be a father to the people, a
i ° o " i ^ s f l l o r a n d f r i e n d . S h i s s a m e w o r d ' " f a t h e r "T? S = Joseph in Egypt. (Gen 45:8) Compare the use of the wordL J . S « O e

22. tjto key of the house of Oavid will I lay upon his shoulder;
efaall open, andTnone snail sEut; ana he 8h'alTahnf:~arKrrinna ahaTi

th elevated to his high office he not only is investedth the robe and girdle, but is empowered with chief authority by be-
f r s y m b o l O f U n l i m i t e d L n t r o lI. royal h^se Md household. Jesus uses similar terms in speak-
f f 1 6 : 1 9 , a n d i n r e f e r r i n g t o h i m s e l f i n R e v. 3 : 7 .
E l l ^ in . in the hand, but upon the shou lder^,.4- ? not this be to suggest that it is a symbol not only of? ? °f responsibility? "The power of the keys consists
4.« ^ supervision of the royal chambers, but also in the decisionto who was^d vrtio was not to be received into the king's service.

a d e r o v e r ' ^ t o k i n g d o m o f h e a v e n a r e
23, I w^l fasten as a nail in a sure place; and he shall

f O T a t h r o n e o T ^ o r y t o H i s T a t H e F n T h ^ s e w ' ^ —
Eliakim will not only be elevated and empowered^ having the robe.' 1® key, but he will also be firmly established in his office,

a n a i l i n a s u r e p l a c e .

I b i d
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Nail" is sometimes used to refer to large spikes or pins which
9re driven into the grotind, to which were fastened, the cords of the
ant, a tent-peg. Ezra 9:8. Again it is used to refer to the peg
piven into the wall on which is hong clothes or Vessels. Ezek. 15:3.

Jehovah's servant, Eliakim, will not only be a father to the peo-
Le, and as a nail in a sure place, but he shall be also for a throne
f glory to his father's house. He will bring honor to his family as
>seph did in Egypt. (Gen. 49:9-13)

24. "And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's
the offspring and, the issue, from the cups even to ai 1 tbct

[ a g o n s T " ^ —

Evidently the figure of the nai l is continued in this verse. El ia-
Lm, as a nail in a sure place will be the main support for his whole
>nnection, all ranks of his father's house will be dependitot upon.m. He will not only bring honor to his family as suggested in verse
5b, but will bring help to them all, vs. 24. 5?he history of Joseph
I Egypt perhaps gives the best commentary on this verse also. Se©
» n . 4 7 : 1 1 - 2 5 .

25. "In that day, saith Jehovah of hosts, shall the nail that was
Lstened a sure place give way; an'3~it shall be hewn down, anSTfl^II;
Ld the btirden that was upon iT^aTTlDe cut offT"for Jehovah Ea^ii
) o k e n i T T "

Interpreters, of this verse seem to be about evenly divided into two
▶oups. The one group understands th is verse to refer to El iak im. "His
imily makes a wrong use of him," says i^elitzsch, "and with an unwarrant->le amount of good nature he makes a wrong use of his offidial position
r their benefit. He therefore comes down head long, and with him all
le heavy burden which the peg sustains, that is, all his relation^ who,' being far too eager to make the most of their good fortune, have
ought him to ruin." The immediate connection favors this interpreta-
on, speaking of Eliakim as it does as a nail in a sure place.

The other group of interpreters t inderstands the verse to revert to
lebna, the prophet using the same figure of the nail to refer to Shebna,d the over burdened nail to represent the down fall of "hebna, together
th all who had a dependence upon him. The thought of the paragraph
at Eliakim was to be firmly established in the office, and that Sheb-
was to be removed seem to favo r t h i s second v iew.
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Chap. 23. The Oracle Concerning Tyre.

Tyre, meaning "rockf, was a Phoenician city of great antiquity, 20' miles south of Sidon, and about 35 miles north of Oarmel. It was a double
I c i ty, part on the mainland, and part on an is land. I t was noted for
j i t s commerce and i t s ' co lon i za t i on . I t s merchan t -p r i nces p l i ed t he
1 Mediterranean fi^m one end to the other, founded Carthage in North' Africa, and colonized in Spain and in UyS^iEBV Its famous king, Hiram,
was a friend of David and Solomon. The city was remarkable in history

,for its many sieges. One was by Shalmaneser about 724 B.C.; another
;Under Nebuchadnezzar whbh lasted for 13 years, another by Alexander the
Great, 332 B.C. Most writes refer the present chapter to the time of
Nebuchadnezzar. On the othbr hand one writer says, "Most probably the
,prophecy before us is genericXto the end of the destroying process, with
pa r t i cu la r a l l us ions to pa r t i cu la r s i eges . " Compare Ezek . 26^28 .

This chapter te l ls o f the lu in o f Tyre (verse 1-14) and of the recev-
ery of Tyre (verses 15-18) .

T h e r e p o r t o f t h e r u i n i s m a d e t o t h e m a r i t i m e m e r c h a n t s o n t h e
sea (vs. 1), to the coast people of Phoenicia (vs. 2-3) particularly to
Sidon (vs . 4 ) , these repor ts in the fo rm of d i rec t address ; and i t i s
fore to ld regard ing the e ffec t o f the repor t to Egypt (Vs. 5) .
I
1 R e f u g e i n t h e c o l o n i a l e m p i r e f a r d i s t a n t i s r e c o m m e n d e d . T h e r e a
son for the ruin of Tyre in a word is that ^od resisteth the proud. The
Ruler responsib le for the ru in of Tyre is Jehovah of hosts. God a lso
|?emoves the restrcdnt upon the colonies by the destruction of the mother
5ity. The rod of His anger in the overthrow of Tyre is the Chaldeans (vs.
p—14).j

J In prophesying the recovery of Tyre (vs. 15-18) there is first fore-toldL the rise after seventy years remaining in ruin (vs. 15), second, the
Restorat ion of commerce, (vs. 16-17) and third, the repentance of the
c i t i z e n s o f Ty r e , a n d t h e f r u i t s o f r e p e n t a n c e ( v s . 1 8 ) .

i 2 3 : 1 " T h e b i i P d e n o f Ty r e . H o w l , y e s h i p s o f Ta r s h i s h ; f o r i t i s
taid waste, so that there is no ho-use, no entering in; from tEeTland of
ETFfim, i t is revealea to "^em."
I — — — —

For "burden" see note on 13:1. For "ships of Tarshish" see note
i n 2 : 1 6 .
/

K i t t i m p r o b a b l y r e f e r s t o t h e w h o l e i s l a n d o f C y p r u s , o r t h e c i t y
i t i um, in the sou th , a Phoen ic ian co lony. Th is was the las t po r t o f
a l l o f t h e h o m e w a r d b o u n d m e r c h a n t v e s s e l s o f Ty r e . H e r e t h e m a r i n e r s
e a r t h e n e w s o f t h e f a l l o f t h e i r h o m e c i t y, w h i c h i s n o w c l o s e d t o t h e m ,
l e n c e t h e r e a s o n f o r g r i e f , l a m e n t a t i o n .

: 2 . " B e s t i l l , y e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e c o a s t , t h o u w h o m t h e m e r c h a n t s
£ Sidon,~^at pass over the sea. Save replenlshea."

W h i l e v e r s e o n e i s a d d r e s s e d t o t h o s e a t s e a , v e r s e t w o i s a d d r e s s e d
0 t h o s e a t h o m e , e v i d e n t l y t o t h e c o a s t p e o p l e i n P h o e n i c i a , r a t h e r t h a n
f o t h e r c o a s t s o f t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n .
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mrt meaning "a fishing station," was the mother city of Phoenicia,md the name was frequently applied to all of Phoenicia.

bustle of big business, now, the
vA?fbT.^ ' stricken, dumb, as it were, in face of theoverthrow of the city, and the paralysis of its trade.

on great waters ^ seed of Shihor. the harvest of the
[ii® WS£ revenue; and she was^E mart of bhe'loatlons.

er. ^'dark-colored", was a name of the Nile river. See
ITi-s! "^Sypt was a great country for the production of grain. Gen.
4 4. received replenishment from the more ancient Phoenician
lent Lrid̂ '̂ received revenue from Egypt, "the granary of the an-

Tyre became not only a rendezvous for merchants, an internationalommercial center, a mart of nations, but a "gain", as some prefer to
ranslate it, a means of gain, a source of profit and subsistence for
a n y e n t i r e p e o p l e s . "

as^med, G Sidon; for toe sea hath spoken, the strqng-
^ ^ saying, ^have n^ ^f^leBfT nor brought forth, neither1 noTirished young men, nor IgrougSF^up vir^ns."

. Sidon, the mother city of Phoenicia, is called upon to be ashamedview of the wretchedness of her daughter Tyre. Not only does this
3080 contain an apostrophe, but also personification.

represented as speaking, and in particular the strong-5ld of the sea, referring probably to the insular city of Tyre, 'fhis
Lty is represented as a mother without children. No longer was Tyre
junding colonies and carrying on a flourishing trade with the nations.

I+.V. ^cestress of Canaan, must bear what cannot but cover herLtn Shame, the lament of her own daughter Tyre, that robbed as she is
. her c^ldren, she is like a barren woman. Because her young men
.rgins have been done to death by war, she is in the very same case as
. she had never brought forth or reared them. "1

5. "when the report cometh to
ii reporT^ TyreT" , t h e y s h a l l b e s o r e l y p a i n e d a t

The Egyptians would be sorely pained at the report of the fall of
Te, because of the disastrous effect it would have upon the Egyptian
'osperity, or because the enemy who conquered Tyre might come on in.ctorious march to Egypt. "When the Egyptians shall hear that so power-
l1 a neighboring nation^ has been destroyed, they must know their own
i d i s n e a r . " ^

6. "Pass 2S over ^ xarslilah; wall je inhabitants of coast."

D e l i t z s c h .
J e r o m e .
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The people of lyre are advised to take refuge in their colonies*
re are told that many of the people of Tyre fled to Carthage and else-
rhere among their colonies, both when their city was besieged by Nebu-
hadnezzar, and when it was besieged by Alexander the Great* Tarshishras their far distent colony, probably Tartessus, a city in Spain*

7. thia yotg joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient days.
faose feeT^carriea her afar off to sojourn?"

The sorrowful city that has fallen is contrasted to the joyous
ity of the past. Tyre was a city of great antiquity, a fortified cityn the time of Joshua (Joshua 19:29)*

Many interpret the last clause as future referring to the flight orhe carrying into exile of the people of Tyre. Probably a more correct
nterpretation is to refer it to the Inng itineraries taken by the busy
e r c h a n t s o f Ty r e .

8. "Who hath purposed this against Tyre, the bestower of crowns,
I J ^ a e m e r c h a n t s a r e p r l n c e s T l S g o s e t r a f f Tc Tc e y a - a y f t t h a

Tyre had an enviable reputation in the political and business worldsae had set up kings in her colonies, her merchants were princes, per-
aps meaning that they lived like princes,, and her traffickers (literally
anaanites) were of high reputation. What is the reason for the ruin of
city of such reputation? Who hath purposed this against Tyre? Whose

jyal decree is responsible for the ruin of Tyre?
9* "Jehovah of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all

L o r y , t o ' . n t o c o n
p r i d e o f
i r t h * "

This answers the question of verse Sf* Jehovah of hosts hath purposed
) profane the pride of Tyre* is. 14:2^ 46:10-11; Acts 4:28; Eph. 1:11;
ill; i^an* 4:37; I Cor* 1:26-29; Jas* 4^*- "(}od resisteth the proud*"

10. "Pass throu^ the land as the Nile, 0 daughter of Tarshish:
l e r e i s n o r e s t r a i n t a n F m o r e . —

The last clause "may be taken in opposite senses, as denoting the
lilure of strength and gener^ dissolution, or the absence of restraint
id freedom from oppression*"3 Removal of the girdle refers to weakness
I Job 12:21. Compare Ps* 18:32* The second view is that the colonies
>leased from all restraint, by the fall of Tyre, throw off allegiance.
?he gir^e is the supremacy of Tyre, which has hitherto restrained all
idependapt action of the part of the colony*"^

11* "He xiatn a oretched out his hand over the sea, he hath shaken the
■ngdoms; Tehpvan natn given commandment concenxThg^an'aaa,' to destroy""
^ s t r o n g h o l d s t h e r e o f . " ^ ~

"Jehovah has stretched out His hand over the se.a (Ex* 14:21), in and
L which Tyre and its colonies l ie; He has thrown into a state of anxious

A l e x a n d e r *
D e l i t z s c h *
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excitement the countries of anterior Asia and the Egypto-Ethiopian/4 quar
ter, and with regard to Canaan has commissioned instruments of destruction*
The Phoenicians themselves called their country Canaan, but ih .the Old
Testament the name occurs in this most restricted application only here."®

12. And he said. Thou shalt no more rejoice, 0 thou oppressed vir-
iQ daughter oT^Sldon; arise, pa^s over to E^ttlm; even there shalT "^Eou
a v e n o r e s

Virgin daughter of Sidbn probably refers to the people of Phoeniciain general, as does the word "Canaan" in the above verse* Oppressed
virgin daughter of Sidon refers to the people as overpowered by the enemy.
Previously they were a joyous people, but the immediate future contains
sorrow for them, for the purpose of judgment of Jehovah shall stand.

The exhortation, "Arise, pass over to Kittim" has a force similar
to the sinaiar injunction in verse six. Refuge in the colony is advised,
yet even so that wi l l not mean rest . Even there they wi l l not be f ree
from disturbance, a sad pl ight is here p ictured to the Phoenic isuis.

13. "Behold, ttw land of the Chaldeans; this people was notp the
^ssyri^ rounueJ it for them that aweli in the wliaerness; they^se'tHIpbhel r towers ; they over threw the pa lS^sThereo i : ' ; they madeTt a" ru inV"

This verse is commonly understood to mean that the Chaldeans were
3od»s instrument in the ruin of Tyre. "As the destroyers of the palaces
>f Tyre he names the Chaldeans - this people ?diich hitherto, notwith
standing i ts great antiquity (Jer. 5:15), has not dist inguished i tselfis a conqueror .of the world (f. Hab. 1:6), but was subject to the Assyrians,
rfiich now, however, after it has destroyed Assyria, i.e. Ntnevah, has
? i s e n t o p o w e r . " ® ^

Chaldea was the native country of Abraham (Gen. 11:31). The
leans were the predatory people who attacked Job (Job 1:17). "Among the
rour great kingdoms of empires on the Euphrates, secular his tori an S;^^ ace
jhe Chaldean as the first in order or earliest, lasting about ten cen-
mries, from B.C. 2300 to about B.C. 1300; the Assyrian empire next,
.asting about six and a half centuries, from B.C. 1270 to B.C. 625; the
Babylonian empire third in order, continuing from about B.C. 625 to B.C.
>38; ^d the Medo-Persian fourth. After their subjugation, in B.C. 1300,
;hey (the Chaldeans) held an insignificant place in history for over six
senturies, but recovered themselves' in B.C. 625, and established a new
djigdom known as the Babylonian Empire."'

14."Howl, je ships of Tarshish; for your stronghold is laid waste."
H e r e i s a r e p e t i t i o n o f t h e c a l l t o l a m e n t a t i o n a n d t h e r e a s o n t h e r e -

or similar to that found at the beginning of the prophecy. The strong-
is evidently the same as is mentioned in verse four, namely, insular

• y r e .

"15. "And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be for-
;ot ten seventy years, according to the days oTone king: af ter the enH
r seventy years i t sha l l be unto Tyre as ln""^e song of the har lo tT""

. . I b i d .
. I b i d .
. S h a f f * s B i b l e D i c t i o n a r y .



1 3 6

prophecy of the recovery of Tyre is prefaced by a prediction thatt will remain in ruins or obscurity, or without its commerce for seventy
ears, according to the days of one king. One king, probably refers tone kingdom or dynasty (see Dan. 7:17. and 8:20) and that the Babylonian
onarchy. When Babylon was taken by Gyrus, the nations conquered byebuchadnezzar were given their liberty.

The rise of Tyre to commerbial prosperity after the period of ob-
curity is foretold under the figure of the song of the harlot. "It shalle to Tyre as the song of the harlot, namely, a harlot that has been for-
otten, but who attracts notice again by her song."®

16. "Take a harp, go about the ci^, thou harlot that hast been for-
otten; make sweeib meloay,"^lng many songs, thai thou mayest be rememFered."

It is thought by many that these are the words of the song of the
arlot. The force of the comparison is that just as the forgotten har—
Dt seeks to attract attention and win admirers for herself, so w)uld

city of Tyre that had been for a long period, unnoticed in the worldr commerce, exert herself to recover her lost trade, soliciting notice
a d p a t r o n a g e o f t h e m e r c h a n t s o f t h e w o r l d .

17. "And it shall come to pass after the end of sevdnt;
s h o v a h w i l l v Ts i t T j f r e , a n d ' ^ a h e s h a l l r e t u r n t o h e r \

ĵ ŷ̂ de harlot with all the kingdoms of the world upon the'
e a r s , t h a ty e a r s .

I d s h a l l

This figure is generally understood as predicting the restoration
t commercial intercourse without necessarily implying guilt. -- Certain
b is that the Scriptures more than once compare the mutual solicita-
Lorn of commercial enterprise to illicit love. That the comparison
)es not necessarily involve the idea of unlawful or dishonest trade, is
i fficiently apparent from the fol lowing verse.

The res tora t ion o f Tyre 's commerc ia l impor tance is here a t t r ibu ted
) the favor of Jehovah. Without the favor of His providence men may
lild but ciod will throw down. (See Mai. 1:4).

"Tyre shall now by degrees come to be the mart of nations again; shelall return to her hire, to her traffic, and shall commit fornication;
le sha l l have dea l ings in t rade ( fo r she car r ies on the s imi l i tude o f
harlot) with all the kingdoms of the world, that she had formerly

•aded with in her prosperity. The love of worldly wealth is a spiritual
l o r e d o m , a n d t h e r e f o r e c o v e t o u s p e o p l e a r e c a l l e d a d u l t e r e r s a n d a d u l -
)resses ^Jas. 4:4) and covetousness is spiritual idolatry.

18. "And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to Jehovah;
I shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her mer^andise shall be for
i & m . t h a t d w e l l b e f o r e J e h o v a h , t o e a t a u f fi y ^ a n d " 7 n y d n - p fl ' h i i f t
! o i h I n f f 7 "

In the prev ious verse is fo re to ld the res tora t ion o f commerc ia l p ros-
) r i t y , d u e t o t h e g o o d n e s s o f ' T h i s v e r s e l o o k s s t i l l f a r t h e r i n t o

F a u s s e t .
> A l e x a n d e r .
>. Matthew nenry Commentary
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;he future with a more glorious prophecy of their return to Jehovah in
*epentance due to God's grace evidenced by the consecration of their
jommercial gains unto Jehovah. The Psalmist joins in similar proohecv.
jee Ps. 45:12; 72:10; 87:4. This was partly fulfilled in the time of;hriSo. Mo. io;iii-28; Mark 3:8; and of Paul, Acts 21:3-6, and oferome who said, "We have seen churches built to the Lord in Tyre; we
laye beheld the wealth of all, idaich was not treasured up nor hid, butrnlch was given to those who dwelt before the Lord." Compare Mt. 6:19-21.

As we reach the last verse of this prophecy on the ruin and recovery
f Tyre we are reminded of the words of Paul, "But where sin abounded.
3?ace did abuimd more exceedingly." (Rom. 5:20b).
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C h a p s . 2 4 - 2 7 . W o r l d - w i d e i s s u i n g i n I s r a e l * s R e d e m p t i o n .

"The third great section of the Book of Isaiah embraces chapters
24-27, which tell of Jehovah's world judgment, issuing in the Re
demption of Israel. . . The prophet's fundamental stand-point in
chapters 24-27 is the same as that of 2i2-4 and chapters 13-23. Yet
the prophet not in f requent ly throws h imsel f forward in to the remote
future, osci l lat ing backward and forward between his own t imes and
t h o s e o f I s r a e l ' s r e s t o r a t i o n . " ^

"Chapters 24-27 are the finale to chapters 13-23, and that in the
strictest sense of the word: This concluding cycle performs the same
function as the finale in musical composition, - it gathers into one
grand impress ive whole the prev ious ly scat tered themes. . . Th is ent i refinale is a great Hallelujah to chapters 13-23, hymnlike in content,
m u s i c a l i n f o n n . " ^

Chap. 24. Here is a description of the confusion, chaos and calam
it ies in the earth. Verses 1-12. Yet in the midst of i t al l there is
a chorus ^ praise from the remnant (13-16). This is followed by a
continuation of th^picture of Judgment (vss 16-20). The climax of the
chapter tells of the conquering presence of Jehovah (vss 21-23).

Chap. 25. If Judgment is prominent in chap. 24, thanksgiving and
praise are emphasized in chap. 25. Here are presented first, thanks-
g i v i n g ^ i i h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e e n e m y, a n d t h e d e l i v e r a n c e

CxodIs people (vss 1-5). Second, there is a glorious prediction ofthe triumphs m Zion, bringing bountiful blessings (vss 6-8) and
third is expressed thankful trust in view of the treading down of Moab,
t h e e n e m y o f I s r a e l .

Chap. 26. The chorus continues, with trust in Jehovah being par
ticularly expressed. The chapter opens by foretelling praise to Jehovah
and an exhortation to trust in Him and the reasons therefor (vss 1-61
The prophecy continues somewhat in the form of a nieiltation on the
ways of Jehovah (vss 7-10). Then the spirit of prayer so evident allthru the chapter gives further expression to the prayer of confidence
arid ho2e in Jehovah (11-19). The concluding verses are in the form of
hope (vss 20*1)̂ ^^ ̂  in private, patient expectation and

Chap. 27. Two leading ideas in this chapter are Judgment and Sal-
vation, an alternation between the two in the so-callid)penduTum movementso characteristic of certain sectionsof Isaiah's prophdcy.

Pirst, with vivid figures of speech Jehovah's vengeance upon Hisenemies IS foretold (vs 1). Then comes the song of Jehovah's vineyard
which will be protected from invasion, with Jehovah as its Keeper (vss
2- 6) .

The following paragraph presents Jehovah's visitation in mercy andin jud^ient (vss 7^11). .I'inally is foretold the salvation of the Jews
*T,through their being ingathered by Jehovah, and theirworship of Jehovah at Jerusalem, (vss 12-13).

1 . G e o r g e L . R o b i n s o n .
2 . D e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
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C h a p . 2 4 s l o " B e h o l d * J e h o v a h m a k e t h t h e e a r t h e m p t y * a n d m a k e t h
i t w a s t e * a n d t u r n e t h i t u p s i d e d o w n * a n d s c a t t e r e t h a b r o a d t h e i n h a h "
i t a n t s t h e r e o f * "

T h e o p e n i n g v e r s e m a y h e c o n s i d e r e d a s a t h e m e v e r s e o f w h i c h t h e
f o l l o w i n g v e r s e s a r e e x p a n s i o n s a n d i l l u s t r a t i o n s . T h e v e r s e " i s e x
pressive and thorough; the words are those which were used for cleaning
a d i r t y d i sh . "« The "ea r th " i s he re ev iden t l y no t l im i t ed t o Judah o r
the land of Palestine* (See verse four where the-word "world" is used)*
"Wi th the very fi rs t ve rse the p rophecy leaps fa r beyond a l l pa r t i cu la r
or national conditions." ^ No doubt the prophet had Judah particularly
i n m i n d a s h e w a s e x p e c i a l l y s e n t t o t h e u e w s b u t h i s v i e w s e e m s t o
extend to the neighborhood of nations a^ in chapters 13-23* See Is.
Is7-95 6sll| 12* Jehovah peryerteth the face of the earth, upturning
it, scouring it, and scattering abroad its inhabitants* Compare II
Kings 21s135 Deut. 28564; Zech. 13;7-9; Jas. Is l .

2 . S M I I M a s w i t h t h e p e o p l e * ^ w i t h t h e p r i e s t s a s w i t h
ilia ssaanif' Sfi. with Ijia masters ^ with the maid* so with her mlstresss
as. Ellk i l lgL '!?UY^rf aa with the sellers as with the creditor, so with
ilia debtQT; as. szlih iM taker of interest, so with the giver ^
i a I l i a . "

o f i n t e r e s t

- ranxs and classes and conditions of people shall share alikein the calamities of Jehovah's Judgment* There is no distiction because
of rank or .riches* Ban. 9s5-8. "It means that all muld be involved in
the sarnegcalamity, and there would be no favored class that would
e s c a p e . "

J e h o v ^ S a n a | " t t e r l j r l a i d w a s t e ; f o rJ e h o v a h t h i i w c ^ r d . " " " ^

The thoroughness of the judgment, and the absolute certainty ofIts aooomplishment are here set forth. Compare Is. 6:11-12; lev. 26:
oO— oD *

4* "The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and
f a d e t h a w a y, j g O e l o f t y p e o p l e o f t h e e a r t h d o l a n f f u i s h . " " " "

o«.Q "^orld" are paral lel expressions here as in chap*26.9* Alexander says, "'Earth' and 'world' are not to be taken in theirwidest sense, but as poetical descriptions of the country." The des-
verse one is here further described. It is like a

of the people? !I.̂ 2:li!5!i! ''®®'
5. earth also ^s polluted under the inhabitants thprpnf•

3 . G . A . S m i t h .
4 . G . A * S m i t h ,
5 . B a r n e s .
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§4-28; Pb. 106:36-39; Rom. 8:20-21. Man's diso'bedience to the will of
G o d i s e x p r e s s e d i n t h e s e c o n d p a r t o f t h e v e r s e . C o m p a r e I s . 1 : 2 - 5 ;
5 9 : 1 - 3 | 1 2 - 1 5 ; I I K i n g s 1 7 : 7 - 2 3 ; D a n . 9 ; 5 - 1 0 . F o r t h e e x p r e s s i o n " e v
e r l a s t i n g c o v e n a n t " c o m p a r e G e n . 9 : 1 6 ; G e n . 1 7 : 1 3 - 1 4 ; I I S a m . 2 3 : 5 ; P s .
1 0 5 : 1 0 ; H e h . 1 3 : 2 0 . S o m e c o n s i d e r t h e a l l u s i o n h e r e i s t o G e n . 9 : 1 6 .

6 . " T h e r e f o r e h a t h t h e c u r s e d e v o u r e d t h e e a r t h , a n d t h e y t h a t d w e l l
t h e r e i n a r e f o u n d g u i l t y : t h e r e f o r e t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e e a r t h a r e
" b u r n e d , a n d f e w m e n l e f t . "

The curse hecausejlbî an's transgressions is descri"bed in its effect
u p o n t h e e a r t h a n d i t s i n h a " b i t a n t s . D a n . 9 ; 11 . T h e c u r s e d e v o u r s a n d
" b u r n s . I s . 1 : 3 1 ; 5 : 2 4 ; 9 : 1 9 ; 1 0 : 2 2 .

7. "The new winebourneth. the vine languisheth. all the merry-
h e a r t e d d o s i g h . "

Barnes suggests that the new wine mourns "beca.use there are none to
dr ink i t , and the v ine languishes "because there are none to cu l t ivate i t .
I n s t e a d o f l a u g h t e r i s s i g h i n g .

8 ^ " T M m i r t h o f t a " b r e t s c e a s e t h , n o i s e o f t h e m t h a t r e . i o i c e
e n d e t h . a n d t h e . i o y o f t h e h a r p c e a s e t h . " ^

Kot only the mirth of their drinking, "but also the mirth of their
accompanying music ceases. Compare Is. 5:11-14.

9 . " T h e y s h a l l d r i n k w i n e w i t h a s o n g ? s t r o n g d r i n k s h a l l h fl
b i t t e r t o t h e m t h a t d r i n k i t . "

They shall no longer find pleasure in drinking wine, and shall lose
t h e i r t a s t e f o r s t r o n g d r i n k .

10. "The waste city is broken down; every house is shut un- that
no man may come(in."

"The world and its pleasure are Judged, Judged also the city of
the world, where the world's power and pleasure were concentrated."
Some think the city of Jerusalem is referred to particularly, others
that the word refers to cities in general. The city will suffer desol
a t i o n , c o n f u s i o n , d e s t r u c t i o n .

11 . " T h e r e i s a c r y i n g U i s t r e e t s b e c a u s e o f t h e w i n e - a l l i n v
1 . 3 d a r k e n e d , t h e m i r t h o f l a n d i s g o n e . "

A lamentat ion, lack of wine, lack of l ight , lack of laughterin the land. Compare Hos. 7:14; Jer. 14:2; Is. 32:13.
12. "In tl^ city left desolation, and the gate is smitten with

d e s t r u c t i o n . " ~

In the place of the Joy in the city there is desolation, and in the
place of glory is destruction. "'Gates' can be used figuratively for the
glory of a city (is. 3:26; 14:31; Jer. 14:2; Lam. 1:4; contrast Ps. 87:2),
but Wfiether the mi l i tary force, the ru lers or the people is in mind can
n o t b e d e t e r m i n e d . " '

6 . D e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
7 . B u r t o n S c o t t E a s t o n .
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13• "For thus shal l i t ^ in the midst o f the ear th among the
o e o n l e g a s t h e s h a k i n g o f a n o l i y e - t r e e , a s t h e g l e a n i n g s w h e n t h e
v i n t a g e i s d o n e . "

A t t h i s v e r s e t h e p e n d u l u m b e g i n s t o s w i n g b a c k f r o m t h e p i c t u r e
o f c h a o s a n d c o n f u s i o n w i t h i t s c u r s e a n d i t s c a u s e , t o w a r d s t h e c h o r u s
o f p r a i s e f r o m t h e r e m n a n t . T h e r e i s fi r s t f o r e t o l d t h e g l o r i o u s f a c t
that there will be a remnant in the midst of the desolation of the. earth,
the same figure of speech being used as in chapter 17s6.

For doctr ine of the remnant see also Isaiah 1:9| 6sl35 10:20-22j
R o m . 1 1 : 2 - 6 . V

1 4 . " T h e s e s h a l l l i f t ^ t h e i r v o i c e , t h e y s h a l l s h o u t s f o r t h e
m a . l e s t y o f J e h o v a h t h e y c r y a l o u d f r o m t h e s e a . "

"These" is emphatic, referring to the remnant of the preceding
v e r s e .

Over against the sorrow of the preceding verses, there is here
foretold the shouting for joy, as the pendulum swings back striking the
chord sounded thru the prophecjr of Isaiah. The^ ^oy of the redeemed
because of the majestj'- of Jehovah will be expressed in shouting and
crying aloud. Compare chap. 12:1-65 25:15 26:15 27:2,- 35:2, IO5 40:9s
42:̂ -125 44:235 51:115 52:7-95 54:15 Hab! 3:16ll8.. -The rksoA andmatter of rejoicing is the majesty of Jehovah, that is, that Jehovah
has shown Himself so majestic in judgment and mercy (12:5-6). and is
now so mnifest in His exalteiness (2:11, 17). Therhore the sound of
rejoicing oo^s from the kediterranean (from theoSea), by which the
land where Jdn. ovah*s community dwelt is washed."

, " there fore g lor i f j ; £e Jehovah in east , even the name ofJehovah. trie God of Israel, in the isles of the sea."

The word "east" is also translated "lights" or "fires". Taking
toe last as the most correct reading some suggest that the expression
refers to the glorifying of Jehovah in the fires of affliction, as did
the three Hebrew children (Dan.2)• The first translation, "east",
probably has more in its favor, inep.ning "the region of sunrise or of
dawning l ignt in oppos i t ion to the sea or west . "

T TT second interpretation makes the verse closely parallel to Mai,1:11a For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the
same my name shall be great among the Gentiles."

16. "Ilrpm the uttermost part of the earth have we heard songR.
G l o r y t o t h e r i g h t e o u s . "

J s^, I pine away, I pine away, woe is mei the treacherousMZ® dealtpreachously; yea, the treacherous EaveWeaTt very treacherously."
Torld-wide praise to Jehovah is heard, the substance of the grandchorus, being "Glory to the righteous". Ps. 2:8; 22:27-31; 67:7; 72°ill.
8. Deli tzsch on Isaiah. '^
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M a n y i n t e r p r e t e r s a g r e e i n g w i t h C a l v i n c o n s i d e r t h e w o r d " r i g h t e o u s "
a s r e f e r r i n g t o C o d , t h e R i g h t e o u s O n e , R e v, 1 5 : 3 5 1 6 : 5 - 7 5 1 9 : 1 - 6 .
O t h e r s a g r e e w i t h O e l i t z s c h i n t h i n k i n g i t r e f e r s t o r i g h t e o u s p e o p l e
i n g e n e r a l . I s . 3 : 1 0 5 6 0 : 2 1 .

I n t h e 2 ^ i i t s t o f t h . i s v e r s e t h e p e n d u l u n s w i n g s h a c k f r o r a t h e c h o r u s
o f p r a i s e f r o m t h e r e m n a n t - t o t h e c r 3 ' - o f p a i n f r o m t h e p r o p h e t , a s h e
t a k e s u p a g a i n t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e j u d g m e n t u p o n t h e e a r t h b e c a u s e o f
sin. "The word implj'-ing treachery (Tij) is repeated no less than five
tines in var ion.s forms in th is s ingle c lause, and shows how_strongly
the idea had taken possession of the mind of the prophet," ^ Hos. 6:7.

1 7 . " P e a r , a n d t h e n i t , a n d t h e s n £ . r e . ^ e u p o n t h e e . 0 i n h a b i t a n t
o f t h e e a r t h . " '

Similar words are found in Jer.* 48:43 with reference to Moab. Rear,
pit, and snare are hunting terms. Tild animals were frightened into
ho les o r p i t f a l l s , o r i n t o a g i n o r ne t . Compa re I sa i ah 8 :14 .

18. "And i t sha l l come to pass, that he ^p fleeth f rom the no ise
qL the fear shall fall into the pit; andjhe that cpmeth up out of thi
g i i ^s t o f the p i t sha l l be taken in the snare: for the windows on h igh
a r e o p e n e d , a n d t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e e a r t h t r e m b l e , "

The first part of this verse explains the preceding verse. "The
sense is that they were nowhere safe.* that if they escaped one danger,
they immediately fell into another."^" Amos. 5:19 presents a similar
thought, "He who shall flee through dread of a lion shall meet a bear5and if he go into the house, when he leaneth on a wall, a serpent shall
bite him." See also Joshua 10:10-115 I Kings 20-i29-305 Job 18:8-16.

In predicting the calamities of the judgment to come, first the
figure taken from the art of hunting is used. In the second part of the
verse the first reference is evidently to a deluge, and the second to
an earthquake, thus making a cumulative description of the calamities,
coming from above, and frora below, and from all sides. See Gen, 7:11
a n d P s . 4 6 : 2 - 3 .

19 . "The ear th ^s u t ter ly broken, the ear th is rent assunder. the
e a r t h i s s h a k e n v i o l e n t l y . "

The original lan^age here is very emphatic. "By breaking, the land
is broken5 by scattering, the land is scattered5 by commotion, the land
i s m o v e d . "

The earth first of all gets fractured,-.then yawning chasms open,
once more it SYiays to and fro, and falls." Compare Hum. 16:31-32 a
D e u t . 11 : 6 5 I s . 3 4 : 4 - 1 0 5 R e v. 2 0 : 11 .

. s h e . l l s t a g g e r l i k e a d r u n k e n m a n . a n d s h a l l s w a v t oa s l a h a m m o c k ; ^ ^ t r a n s g r e s s i o n t h e P i H f s T i a l l b e —
it. and i j t shal l fal l , ani lnot r ise agpin."

9 . B a r n e s .
1 0 . I b i d .
11 . O e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
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H e r e i s t h e c l i m a x o f t h e i e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e e a r t h q u a k e u s i n g
t h e f i g u r e o f a i r u n k e n m a n , a n l a s w i n g i n g h a m m o c k « A n i t h e c a u s e o f
t h e c a l c u l i t i e s u p o n t h e e a r t h a n i t h e c o n s e q u e n c e a r e g i v e n i n t h e
last pa,r t of the verse• Sin is a hur len upon the earth. (See note a. t
c lose o f chap te r one . ) "S in i s a hu rden to the who le c rea t ion ; i t i s
a a e e u v y " b u r d e n u n d e r w h i c h i t g r o a n s n o w, a n d w i l l s i n k a t l a s t . S i n
i s t h e r u i n o f s t a t e s , a n d k i n g d o m s , a n d f a m i l i e s ; t h e y f a l l u n d e r t h e
we igh t o f tha t ta len t o f l ead , Sech . 5s7-8 . " ^2

21. "And i t shal l cone to pass in that da.y, that Jehovah wi l l pun-
ish the host of the high ones on"high. and the kings of the earth uprm
t h e e a r t h . " —

There are two prevaleniinterpretations of the first part of this
v e r s e , o n e i s t h a t i t r e f e r s t o e a r t h l y p o w e r s , t h e o t h e r t h a t i t r e f e r s
to the host o f heaven. A lexander, favor ing the fo rmer v iew no in ts out
that "high'' is a relative expression and although a.plied to"heaven in
verse 18, is applied to earth or to human societj'' in"verse 4. "The
sense may simply "be that God will judge the high or lofty host, namely,
the kings of the landjupon the land." Calvin takes a similar view, con
sidering the first pe^rt of th^e verse a metaphor which is explained in
direct language in the second part of the verse.

The other view which considers the reference to the host of heaven
explains it as "either the visible host/of heaven (the present economyof na.ture, affected hy the sun, moon, and sta.rs, the objects of idol
atry, being abolished, ch. 65sl7; 60819, simultaneously with the corrupt
polity of men); or rather, the invisible rulers of the darkness of this
world, as the antithesis to »kings of the earth" shows. Angles moreover
preside as it were, over kingdoms of the world. (Dan. 10:13. 20. 21^"^^
I s . 3 4 : 2 ; R e v . 1 7 : 1 4 . ' ' '

"The sense of the first clause evidently is that they shall be im
prisoned. The persons meant are the principalities androowers of theverse preceding. There are two interpretations of the^erb 'visited
According to one it means 'they shall be punished, or at least broughtforth to judgment'. Thebther is, 'they shall be visited in mercy'".
Compare Josh. 10:16-27; Jer. 38:6-13; 52:31-34; Zech. 9:11-12; II Pet.
2 : 4 ; J u d e 6 .

23. moon shall be confounded. and the sun ashamed; for
j rehovah of hosts wi l l re ign in mount Z ion, a iMn Jerusalem: and bef^e
h i s e l d e r s s h a l l b e g l o r y. "

"The glory of the Creator infinitely outshines the glory of the
Joel 2:31; Mark 13:24-26; Rev. 21:

2 3 ; 2 2 : 5 .

12. Matthew Henry Commentary.
13. J.P. and Brown Cojnmentary.
1 4 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
15. Matthew Henry Commentary.
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" " W Ti e n t h e L o r d s h a l l v i s i t h i s p e o p l e , a n d c l e a n s e t h e C h u r o h
f r o m i t s d e fi l e m e n t , h e w i l l e s t a b l i s h a k i n g d o m s o i l l u s t r i o u s t h a t
i t w i l l d a r k e n t h e s u n a n d s t a r s b y i t s b r i g h t n e s s . "

Barnes suggests that "the heavenly bodies are often employed in
t h e s a c r e d w r i t i n g s t o d e n o t e t h e p r i n c e s a n d k i n g s o f t h e e a r t h . "
With this view in mind he says, "It may be added that when Jehovah, bythe Messiah, shall reign over all the earth, all the glory of princes
an^onarch*s shall be dimmedj the celebrity of their wisdom and powerand plans shall be obscured in the superior splendor of the wisdom of
God, in reigning through his Son over the human race. Come thatblessed day and speedily let the glory of the moon be confounded, andthe sun be ashamed, and all inferior magnificence fade away before the
s p l e n d o r o f t h e S u n o f R i g h t e o u s n e s s ! " o e i o r e t n e

1 6 . C a l v i n .
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Chap. 25> (See Introduction to this section). Dr. Delitzsch calls
c h a p t e r s 2 5 - 2 6 " T h e P o u r f o l d H y m n i c E c h o " . T h e fi t s t e c h o : s a l y a t i o n
of the peoples a f ter the fa l l o f the wor ld , chap. 25:1-8 ; the second
echo : t he ahase raen t o f Hoah , 25 :9 -12 .

25:1. "0 Jehovah, thou art my God: I will exalt thee, I will praise
thv names for thou hast done wonderful tHings, even counslls :1n"
f a i t h f u l n e s s a n d t r u t h . "

The prophecy of the glorious Kingdom of Jehovah made in chap. 24:23
prepares the way for the pra ise of Jehovah in th is chapter. Here is
taken up the note sounded hy David in I Chron. 29:10-20 and in the
Psalms such as Ps. 118:28; 145:1, and is heard again in Rev; 5:9-14.''

Reason for praise is expressed in the second part of the verse.
Jehovah has done wonderful things, (Ps. 78:4; 98:1; Rev. 15:1) even
counsels of old (Is. 22:11; 37:26; 46:10; 28:29).

Faithfulness and truth characterize the living Jesus (Rev. 3:14;
19:11). The word in the Hebrew for "truth" is "Amen", "let it he". "The
word denotes that the purposes of God were firm, and would certainly
h e f u l fi l l e d . " ^

2. "Pot thou, hast made of a c i ty a heap, of a for t ified c i ty a ru in,
a p a l a c e o f s t r a n g e r s t o h e n o c i t y ; i t s h a l l n e v e r Te h u i l t . "

T h i s v e r s e m a y r e f e r, h y w a y o f a n t i c i p a t i o n , t o t h e l i t e r a l f a l l
of Bahylon (Is. 21:9), or it may he applied more remotely to the fall
of the city of the world-empire, which is figuratively represented in
Revelation hy Bahylon (Rev. 18:2,3,19). "Por we have not here an abid
ing city, hut we seek after a city which is to come." (Heh. 13:14).

3. "Therefore shall a strong people glorify thee; a city of ter-
r i h l e n a t i o n s s h a l l f e a r t h e e . "

"The destruction of Bahylon, and the fulfillment of prophecy thereby,
shall lead even the boldest and wildest of the heathen to acknowledge
J e h o v a h a s t h e t r u e G o d . "

The effect of God*s judgment is to cause heathen peoples to glorify
Him, and to fear Him. Is. 24:15; Ps. 72:8-11; Ezek. 38:23; Ezek. 39:21-
22; Zech. 14:9; Rev. 11:15. Compare in particular the Song of Moses
a n d t h e L a m b . R e v . 1 6 : 3 - 4 .

4 . "Pot thou hast been a s t ronghold to t^ poor, a s t ronghold to
ike needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade from thehsat. when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall."

Here we are told something of the kind of God we have in Jehovah;
the kind of people who enjoy His favor, and the kind of enemy we have.
Jehovah is a stronghold, (Is. 17:10; 27:5; Ps. 28:8) a refuge .(is. 4:
5"6; 14:32; Ps. 46:1), a shade (Ps. 121:5-8). The poor and needy may

1 . B a r n e s .
2 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
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look to Him and find Help, (is, 11:4; 29:19; 66:2; Ps, 12:5; 35:10; Ve
72 :4 ,13 ; Zeph , 3 :12 ; Jas , 2 :5 ) , Ou r enem ies a re t e r r i b l e and v i o l en t y
like a storm against a wall (Mt. 7:25-27), but are broken by the
s t reng th o f Jehovah , ( I s , 29 :5 , 20 ; 49 :25) ,

/ 5, "As the heat in a dry place wilt thou bring down the noise of' strangers: as the heat by the shade of a cloud, the song of the terrible
o n e s s h a l l b e b r o u g h t l o w , " "

I " T h e s u f f e r i n g s o f I s r a e l u n d e r o p p r e s s i o n s h a l l b e m i t i g a t e d a n di relieved as easily and quietly as the intense heat of the sun by an
\ intervening cloud. The noise mentioned in the first clause is probably
\the tumult of battle and conquest, and the song in the last clause the

t r iumpha l :song o f the v ic to r ious enemy, "

^̂erses 6-8 give a glorious picture of the bountiful blessings of
Zion, the plenteous grace of the Gospel Church, Verse six sets forththe blessings of the Messianic Kingdom under the emblem of a feast,
giving the place, the Preparer, the people to be present, and the provision made. The place is Mount Zion, Ps, 78:68; Is, 4:1-2; Heb, 12:22,
so often emblematical of the Church, The Preparer is Jehovah of Hosts
(Mt, 22:1-10; LuJjJ^ 14:16-23) who will also be present to preside. The
people are from all nations (Dan, 7:14, Mark 16:15), The provision
is plenteous grace. Ps. 23:5; 36:8; 63:5; Rev. 19:9,

7, "And he_will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering
thai covereth all peoples, and the veil that is spread over all nations,"

Hot only will Jehovah make a feast in Zion for His people, but He
will also remove their spiritual blindness and sorrow, "The influence
to go forth from this centre shall dispel the darkness, both of ignor
ance and sorrow, which now broods over the world, — Most interpreters
suppose an allusion to the practice of veiling the face as a sign of
mourning, which agrees well with the next verse and is no doubt included,but the words seem also to express the ilea of a veil upon the un
derstanding, (See above, ch, 22:8)" ^ is, 60:1-3; II Cor, 3:15-16;
E p h , 4 : 1 8 ; 5 : 8 ; J o h n 8 : 1 2 ,

8, "He hath swallowed up death forever; and the Lord Jehovah will
wipe away tears from off^ll faces; and the reproach of his people' w'fV
M taM ^rom o iT a l l ear th :~o i r jehoW hat~spSkenTt7^ '

Hot only will Jehovah remove darkness, but also death, not only
s o r r o w , b u t a l s o s h a m e , ' ^

hath swallowed up death victoriously. Here is a foreshadowing
of the doctrine of the resurrection. See Hos, 13:14; I Cor. 15:26, 54;
II Tim, 1:10; Heb, 2:14-15: Rev, 20:14, Hot only Divine power and love
are manifested in the removal of darkness and death, but also DivL ne
tenderness and love in the removal of sorrow and shame, "When Jehovah

3 , A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h ,
4 , I b i d .
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removes the veil he sees the tears and wipes them away," 5 Rev.
7sl7; 21s4. Jesus "Carried our sorrows" (Is. 53:4) "endured the
cross, despising the shame" (Heh. 12:2). See also Mt. 5:11-12: Heh.
11:26; I Pet. 4:14. Jesus will dispel darkness, death, dishonor.

9. U shall ^ said in that day. Lo, this is our God: we
have waited for horn, and lie will save uss tETs is Jehovah? we~ha^
waited for him, we will he glad and re.loice in his salvation."

Verses 9-12 express thankful trust in view of the treading down
of Moah, the enemy of Israel.

The object of praise is God, Jehovah, (is. 40:9; 52:10), the
source of Salvation (is. 35:4). "We have waited long, hut he is come
at last, to vindicate his truth and our reliance upon him." "

o^racteristio of God's people in all ages. (Gen.49sl8; Titus 2:13)" ' Ps. 27:14} 37:5-7} luke 2:25, 28-30.
This song of praise is characterized hy faith, patience. Icy.

C o m p a r e c h a p . 1 2 . f o

10. "Por ^ this mountain will the hand of Jehovah rest; and
Moaj^ shall ^ trodden down in hj^ place, even as straw is troiden downi n t h e w a t e r o f t h e d u n g h i l l . " " — — — —

X. emblemat ica l o f the Church o f God.w i l l the p ro tec t ing
^nd of Jehovah rest. Ps. 132:13-14; Ezek. 48:35; Zeph. 3:15-17. WhileIsrael win he protected Moah, the enemy of God's people will he sub
jugated, degraded, destroyed. Is. 11:14; chaps. 15 and 16; Hum. 24:17;
Z e p h . 2 : 9 .

11. "Jsd ^ shall spread forth his hands in the midst thereof, as
M swpimeth spreadeth forth his hands to swim: hut Jehovah"wTi i"Tavlow his pride together with the craft of his hands."

differ in their understanding of the metaphor in the
la Pnfl i f Calvin and Matthew Henry think the swimmeris God, whose hands strike down the foe on each side with the ease of

strokes thru the water. Others suoh as Alexander and
?? 5 ' tlie swimmer is Moah itself, struggling in vain to aa-irBthe manure-pond into which it hid beeStr̂ pied do™ Uk̂straw in the water of the dunghill. "The downtrodden strarnow^eoomls
f person, and struggles in the filthy pool to save himself fTomdrowning, but in vain." 8 jehovah will brinĝ ôw tL prid̂ orMoabIs. 16:6, 14; Jer. 48:29, 42} Dan. 4:37} JasT 4:6.

m . g i a f & T l i n g p -

5 . D u h m .
6 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
7. J. p. and Brown Commentary,
8. Alexander on Isaiah.
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" T h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f H o a h i s t j r p i c a l o f C h r i s t ' s v i c t o r y o v e r
death (spoken of verse 8) , h is spo i l ing pr inc ipa l i t ies a-nd powers
in his cross (Col# :^.sl5), his pulling down Satan's strongholds "by
the preaching of his gospel (l l Cor. 10s4), and his reigning ti l l all
his enemies "be made his footstool, ?s. 110si" ^

Chap. 26. (See Introduction to this section), "Third echo: Israel
a s r e s t o r e d , o r r a i s e d t o l i f e a g a i n , c h a p s . 2 6 - 2 7 s i . "

2 6 s i . " I n t h a t d a y s h a l l t h i s s o n g h e s u n g i n t h e l a n d o f J u d a h s
2 e h a v e a s t r o n g c i t y s s a l v a t i o n w i l l h e a p p o i n t f o r w a l l s a n d b u l w a r k s . "

In the day of del iverance promised to Israel th is song of ora ise
shall he sung. The spirit of the song is like that of i iriara (Ex. 15)
Dehorah (Judges 5)^ and ^avid (II Sajn. 22). Jerusclem, emhlematical of
the Church of Jod, is as an impregnable city. Its strength is not
material, but spir i tual, namely, salvation from Jehovah. Is. 60:18:
Z e c h . 2 : 5 5 ] . t . 1 6 : 1 8 .

2. "Omen ye the gates, that the righteous nation wnich keepeth
f a i t h : : a y e n t e r i n . "

Tiis seems to represent the people returning from captivity to the
getes of Jeru.salem and adiressing those who hent the gates. Is. 60''11*PS. 118:19-205 Rev. 21:24; 22:14. ^ ^

Tlie captivit3'- '—as a time of chastening and purifving of t'-e Je^'S,
and the nation returning had not apostatized. Through grace they had
become righteous, having hept the faith. Is. 60:21; I Pet. 3:9; Jude 3.

3. "Thou phJat keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is staged on
t h e e : b e c a u s e h e t r u s t e t h i n t h e e . " ^ —

This is a prayer in Hiich a general and glorious truth is expressed,
nemiel:/, tia.t Godii.s the Giverpf perfect peace to the steadfast mind vjhotrusts in Him, xiiis peace comes from the Prince of Pee.ce (is. 9s6-7:
Kicah 5:5; John 14s27; 16s33). It is not given to the wicked, but tothe true believer (is. 57:19-21; Rom. 5:1; Phil. 4:7). The price of
peace was pa id a t the c ross , Sph . 2 :13-17 ; Co l . 1 :20 .

"Tru^ ye in J di ovah fprevers for/in Jehovah, even Jehovah, is
a n e v e r l a s t i n g r o c k . " ' —

This IS an exhortation to remain steadfast, continually trusting
in Jehovah, with the reason therefor, namely, that Jehovah is a rock of
5 ? ? . ' 5 5 : 2 2 ; 6 2 : 8 ; P r o v. 3 : 5 - 6 ; P s . 6 2 ; 11 ; 1 2 5 : 1 ; M t . 2 8 : 1 8 :P h i l . 4 : 1 3 ; I S a m . 2 : 2 . » s > • ,

"The figura,tive name rock, a,s applied to God, includes the two ideas

asylum "̂ ̂  foundation, or the one complex idea of a permanent
5. ^ hath brought down\^hem that dwell on high, the lofty citvs

he layeth i^ low, he layeth i t lo i f r even to the ground; he br insreth i t
e v e n t o t h e d u s t . "

9. Matthew Henry Commentari'-.
1 0 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .



F u r t h e r r e a s o n f o r t r u s t i n J e h o v a h i s t h e e x e r c i s e o f H i s p o w e r
i n t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f I s r a e l ' s e n e m y . C o m p a r e I s , 2 t l 2 a n d 2 5 : 1 2 , T h e
l o f t y c i t y m a y r e f e r t o t h e i m p e r i a l c i t y o f B a h y l o n ,

6 , " T h e f o o t s h a l l t r e a d i t d o w n ; e v e n t h e f e e t o f t h e p o o r , a n d
t h e s t e p s o f t h e n e e d y , "

The poor and needy of God's people are used of Him in the abasement
of the enemy. Is, 60:14, Hot only the proud shall he abased, but the
humble shall be exalted. Dan, 7:275 Mai, 4:3; Luke 1:51-53; Rom,
1 6 : 2 0 ; J a s , 2 o 5 «

7 , " 2 i e M Z 2 l j u s t ^ u p r i g h t n e s s ; t h o u t h a t a r t u p r i ^ t d o s t
d i r e c t t h e p a t h o f t h e j u s t , " — ^

Verses 7-10 are in the form of a meditation on the waystf Jehovah
i n d e a l i n g w i t h h i s p e o p l e , '

Jehovah directs the way of the righteous causing it to prosper:he makes leyel the path of the just, "For Jehovah knoweth the way of the
i l V z W l l V l O ' S s f

JSZ of th£ .ludgments. 0 JehoTOh. have we waited.
|ĝ i|ee, to th2 n̂ , even to t]̂  memorial name, is tEe"deirre of'"our
i o n . I f z

(se^r

i fi iS ISfiLSa ig
is here^e^^eseedTspeoia? desirf'lha '̂jLfvir that there
eousness by appearing as a iud^a ^ ? would manifest His right-"By Judgmentsfherffs in tKoreg^'L oonstantly.Judicial providences. The doctrine of the^eJh 2"^^ understand
God's sever i ty is necessarv f r t r^onvr i verse is, that a v iew ofpare the first ̂ 1? orih7ve?srwm''ls'"®d.?̂Is. 55:6; Ps, 63:1; Mt. 6:33. ' 63:5-6; 130:6; Luke 6:12;

ZlSht^ffisBs^^hi^llErl? ^ ^ SSi learnwi l l not Mhold~th i^di i tv~f- jehovah!"" wrongful ly, end

11. Alexander on Isaiah,
12. Cambridge Bible.
13. Alexander on Isaiah.
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" T h e r e a s o n i n g o f t h e p r e c e d i n g y e r s e i s h e r e c o n t i n u e d . A s i t
w a s t h e r e s a i d t h a t G o d ' s j u d g m e n t s w e r e n e c e s s a r y t o t e a c h m e n r i g h t
e o u s n e s s , s o i t i s h e r e s a i d t h a t c o n t i n u e d p r o s p e r i t y i s i n s u f fi c i e n t
f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . T h e w i c k e d m e n w i l l g o o n t o d o w i c k e d l y, e v e n i n
t h e v e r y p l a c e w h e r e r i g h t c o n d u c t i s p e c u l i a r l y i n c u m b e n t . "

11 . "Jehovah thy hand is l i f ted up , ye t they see no t : hu t they
s h a l l s e e t h y z e a l f o r t h e p e o p l e , a n d h e p u t t o s h a m e ; y e a , fi r e s n a i l
d e v o u r t h i n e a d v e r s a r i e s . "

The hand of Godtias heen revealed in the history of the nations,
andparticularly in Israel, hut they have not seen it. "They regard notthe work of the Lord nor see the operation of His hands (is. 5:12).

"But they have no eye to see this hand: they will he obliged to
see, though they do not l ike to do so, - they wi l l come to feel thehand of Jehovah in itself, especially as the Avenger of His people."
I s . 6 6 : 1 5 , 2 4 .

12. "Jehovah, thou wilt ordain peace for us5 for thou hast also
w r o u g h t a l l o u r w o r k s f o r u s . "

Here is expressed confidence an^ope that Jehoirah will establish
peace for his people in the future (Is. 26:3: 57:19; Ps. 29«11» Tnhn
14:27) and the reason for this confidence is that He has wrought allour works for us in the past, Ps. 57:25 Is. 60:21': 64:8; Ps. 90: 16-17.

J'S SHE other lords beside thee have had dominionove^us, but ^ thee only will we make mention of thy nomo.n ———
The common explanation of "lords" is that the Babylonian onpres-

uisrTv meant, but the prophet may have had in mind particularly the deities in whose name these heathen oppressors claimed togovern, the strange gods of the nations. Jos. 2317. The lati lLt
hL th^urpose to worship only Jehovah, acknowledgingHim only c^s Lord and celebrating onlj'' His name. Is. 63:7.

, -."They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, thpvHsited and destroyed 1̂ 7 anT̂ adenot Hse:^hepfir^-Hou vfiifiranff tsfTly i rg ' .^ . . .
all remembrance of them to perishT"

"It seems best to refer tl\is verse to the, strange lords of the
foregoing verse, that is, the idols themselves, but with soir«.allusion

thefedolatrous oi3pressors of the Jews. — The '
meanin^f tne verse, as connected with the one before it, is that the^ot only ceaL to do sofb t̂!
IL IMs'n! concerned, should cease to exist or be remembered.

15. "T^ ha^ increased the nation. 0 Jehovah, thou h-st.
Si iSS' ~ Slorifled; thouTast InTarjirhriEe^diTrlf^
1 4 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
1 5 . D e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
1 6 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .



T h e i n c r e p . s e o f t h e n ' t i o n , t h e e n l r . r Ts ^ - ' i e n t o f t h e I c ^ n d i s o n e o f
the -o rhs Jehova ,h has ^ r rought fo r h is ;eoT l ' ^ - j ^oy m ich Jehoyah i s g lo r
ified, ani for -^''aich arr.teful achnov:lei.s<^^-®^^"t i^^ust be given. Qren. 12s2|
Deut . 10s "21 Is . 54 ; 2 -3 ; ?s . 86 ;9 - lC . " . Ind the Lord added to them do .y
by d cry th o s e thr t ve r e saved." (Acts 2 s 47) .

1 6 . " J e h o v a h , i n t r o u b l e h a v e t h e y v i s i t e d t h e e ; t h e y p o u r e d o u t
a T P r a y e r T r h e n t h y c h a s t e n i n g : w a s u p o n t h e m . "

Tr o u b l e a n d c h a s t i s e . l e n t o f t e n c a u s e G o d ' s p e o p l e t o s e e k H i m
earnest ly in humble , submiss ive supp l ica t ion . Deut . 4s29-30; Ps . 50s15.
I To t e t h e c a s e o f H a n n a h , I S a j n . I s l s ; H e z e k i a h , I s . 3 7 s 2 - 3 J H a n a s s e h I I
O h r o n . 3 3 s 1 2 — 1 3 .

1 7 . " L i k e a w o m a n w i t h c h i l d . t h a t d r a w e t h n e a r t h e t i m e o f h e r
d e l i v e r y, i s i n p a i n a n d c r i e t h o u t i n h e r p a n g s ; s o w e h a v e b e e n b e f o r e
t h e e , 0 J e h o v a h . "

" P r e g n a n c y a n d p a n g s h e r e s y m b o l i z e a s t a t e o f m o s t i n t e n s e e x
pec tancy, the end o f wh ich seems to be so much neare r the more the
s u f f e r i n g s a r e i n t e n s i fi e d . "

1 8 . h a v e b e e n w i t h c h i l d , w e h a ^ v e b e e n i n p a i n , w e h a v e a s i t
w e r e b r o u g h t f o r t h w i n d ; w e h a v e n o t w r o u g h t a n y d e l i v e r a n c e i n t h e
e a r t h ; n e i t h e r h a v e t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e w o r l d f a l l e n . "

The vivid figure of the foregoing verse islhere continued and
applied. lTot|onl3'' the extreme anguish of the people is set forth, but
a l s o t h e i r d i s a p p o i n t e d h o p e , a n d t h e f r u i t l - e s s n e s s o f m a n ' s o r m e f f o r t .
According to Jelitzsch's interpretation, Israel'sjbwn doings did not
a v a i l t o ' 2 a a k e t h e l a n d s a l v a t i o n ' , t h a t i s - , t o a i d i t i n r e s x h i g g
f u l l a n d s a t i s f a c t o r j ' - s a l v a t i o n .

"The 'we' is in .antithesis to *tby', 'my' (verse 19), what we
v a i n l y a t t e m p t , G o d w i l l a c c o m p l i s h . "

1 9 . " T h y d e a d s h a l l l i v e ; m y d e a d b o d i e s . s h a l l a r i s e . Aw a k e a . n d
sing ye that dwel l in the dust ; for thy dew is ^ the dew of herbs,
a n d t h e e a r t h s h a l l c i " s t f o r t h t h e d e a d ! ' . ' "

I n s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t o t h e d i s a p p o i n t e d h o p e a n d f r u i t l e s s n e s s
o f h u m a n e f f o r t a s s e t f o r t h i n v e r s e 1 8 , t h e r e i s h e r e t h e p r o m i s e o f
r e s u ^ r - r e c t i o n t h r o u g h t h e l i f e - g i v i n g p o w e r o f G o d . I n t e r p r e t e r s d i f f e r
as to the ; i ean ing o f t h i s resu r rec t i on . Some say i t r e fe rs , to a na t i ona l
r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e J e w s y h i o h a d b e e n c i v i l l y d e a d w h i l e i n c a p t i v i t y
a t B a b y l o n . I n o t h e r w o r d s t ' . i e p r o p h e t " r e p r e s e n t s t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f
t h e e x i l e s a n d o f t h e t h e o c r a c y u n d e r t h e f u g u r e o f a r e s u r r e c t i o n . "
T h e n t h e r e w a s n o t o n l y a n a t i o n a l r e s t o r a t i o n , b u t a s p i r i t u a l r e s
u r r e c t i o n o f t h o s e w h o w e r e d e a d i n t r e s p a s s e s a n d i n s i n . T h i s a l s o
i s d u e t o t h e r e g e n e r o . t i n g p o w e r o f t h e S p i r i t o f G o d . O r i t m a y r e f e r
t o a l i t e r a l b o d i l y r e s u r r e c t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l s f r o m t h e i e s d - a
f o r e s h a d o w i n g O f t h e P a u l i n e l o o t r i n e o f t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e b o d y.
The Cambridge Bible says, "There can be no doubt that here a l i teral
r e s u r r e c t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l s i s f o r e t o l d , " a n d D r . " D e l i t z s c h s e . y s , " T h e
prophet here plainly raea.ns to say that those who acknowledge Jehovah
w i l l b e a v a k e n e d o u t o f t h e i r g r a . v e s a n d r e s t o r e d t o t h e c h u r c h . "
Compare Is. 25s85 Ban. 12s2; John 5225, 28, 29; John 11;25, 26; I Cor.
1 5 s 2 0 - 2 3 .

1 ? . . B e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h . ^
1 8 . J . P. ? . n d B r o w n C o m m e n t a r y .
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20. "Gome, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy
d o ^ s a b o u t t h e e ; h i d e t h t s e l f f o r a l i t t l e m o m e n t , u n t i l t h e T n d i p : -
n a t i b n b e o v e r p a s t . "

This is a call to the peoju-e to a vj&.iting in private, pe.tient
expectj.t ion and hope. Just as l.oah enterei tae t.r lc, and Jehovah shuthim in, ahere he ^.Yas safe from Go.d»s Judgment upon a wicked world,
(Gen. 7sl, 16) Just as the Israelites were safe in their houses from
the iestroying angel, when the blood was upon their door posts (Sx.
12s :2-23), so here G od's people are invited to enter their chambers.
'He have chambers of separation from the world (ll Cor. 6sl7| Hev. 18:4)of safety ( Ps. 52s7s 91 ;4"), and of solitude of prayer (Kt. 6s6). The
time of hiding is short, for the storm of indignation will soon be
p a s t . I s . 5 4 s 7 - 8 5 P s . 3 0 ; 5 ; I I C o r . 4 s l 7 .

21. "Por behoxd, Jenovali cometh fortn out of his place to punish
i M i n h a b i t a n t s o f e a r t h f o r t h e i r i n i q u i t y ; t h e " e a r t h a l s o s h a l l
disclose her blood, and' sh3..11 no more cover her sliJnT"

m rec:.so:i for patience and hope is here expressed - Jehovah is cominfir
^ (Jude 14, 15) le l i tzsch saj ' -s that the ear th br ings"for thtwo witnesses (1) the innocent blood, violently shed, (2) persons
themselves who have been innocently murdered, and who slumber within her.
"Streams of blood come to light a.nd bare v/itnessj martyrs arise ani tes
t i fy against their murders." Gen. 4;10-11| Hev. 6s9-l l .

Chap_._ 27. (See Introduction to this section).
27si. that day Jehovah with his hard and great and strong sword
punish lev ia than t^ crooked serpents and he wi l l s lay the monster

t h a t i s i n t h e s e a . "

Continuing the idea of chap. 26;21, this verse vividly sets forth
Jehovah 's vengeance upon H is enemies .

"The powers hostile to God's people are here sjnnbolically rep
resented as monsters. Leviathan the piercing (R.V. 'swift') serpent
perhaps stands for Assyria, watered by the rapid Tigris, and leviathanthe crooked serpent for Bab^'-lon, whose river was the winding Euphrates.
The dragon crocod i le , tha t is , Sg j^ t as in 51s9. "

2. " In that days A v ine^ ' -ard of wine, s ing ys iu idto i t t ' . ' "

The four th echo: the f ru i t fu l v ine3 ' -ard under the -pro tect ion o f
J e h o v a h , 2 7 : 2 - 6 .

God's people are compared to a vineycard of wine. (Chap. 5:1-7)
l iXi unusal interpretat ion is here given by Alexander who tr?.nslates

the v^a se .• s fol lows; " In that daj ' - , as a vinejT-rd of wine, aff l ict her."
Inste-^d of the verse being an exhortation to the people to sing to the
vine^w.rd or the church, t' is proposed interpret:.ti0:1*7:01111 make it a
challenge to her enemies to do their -aorst,* declaring thmt God still
protects her. (See Alexander on Isaiah, Vol. I, pp. 312-14).

19 . Gumi ie low Go" menta r j ' ' .
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I n o u r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n Y i e f o l l o w t h e a l i i o s t u n a n i m o u s v i e w w h i c h
g i v e s t h e K e h r e w w o r l t h e s e n s e o f » ^ i ^ » , i n s t e a l o f ' a f f l i c t * , a n d
r e g a r d s t h e v e r s e s i : - . n e d i a t e l j ^ f o l l o w i n g a s a s o n g .

J e h o v a h a m i t s k e e p e r ; I w i l l w c i t e r i t e v e r w m o m e n t s l e s t
a n y h u r t i t . I w i l l k e e p i t n i g h t a n d d a y . " ^

AS the keeper of a vinej^ard cultivates an-i^rotects it, so -^oes
Jehovah care for Fis people. Compere Ps. ICl, 'where Jehovah is set
forth as the iceeper of His people, and John 10:28.

4. "Trath is not in ^s would that the briers and thorns were
against me in battlei . I wouldjinarch upon them. I v:ouid burn then to^et'ierV

probable :-:eaninr of this verse is concisely surgeste^i bv -lox-
hh-"" h'+h® 'ollo^ins "or^si "i ..n no lor.cer c.neH -.dA ay JeobeVot fi:.t tieir enenies (a.8 tiiorns o.nl iDriers) -oull array tlienselves

s S j fl s t e T h h o t ? I I
p e a c e

5.^ else let him take hold of ^ strength, that he may ma]w i t : i m e J y e a , , l e t h i i - n m a k e p e a c e w i t h m e . " —

Over . gainst the threat of destruction i.s the offer of salvation.
To tne sinner wno will come to Eim for refuge, Jehovah hecomes his
stren^„h and salivation. Christ crucified is the power of God. "Peacewas made through the 'Jilood of the cross. Is. 26:3-4, 12} 57:19}"ll
Cor. 5 :19-21; Eph. 2 :16-17; Col . 1 :20-21.

, ®* "Is to 00^ 8ho.ll Jacob take root; Israel shall blossoman^ bud; and taey shall xill the face of the world with fruit."
song of the vinej^ard is supposed to end with verse five whilethe figure is,continued into verse six. The idea of the growth, great-

of religion is here presented. Compare Is.-.2, 6.13, 35:l-»j; 37:31; Hom. 11:12; Hsv. 11:15.
7. "Hath he smitten them 8£ he smote those that smote them? or are

the£ slam accordin/̂  ̂  slaughter of them that were slain lay ̂ em?^
judgment!^ further of Jehovah's visitali^n in mercy andjin

. fj® luestions of this verse is in the negative, for
Israel neithe^ S wo" empire that had attackedJ s r ! o ; 2 S - 2 5 f 3 7 : l t f | . ' ' ^ " o p p r e s s o r s .

k "^ measure, when thou sendest them away, thou dost contend withHa^ removed t̂ ^m his ro'u^~ l̂SiVinWEe diWorWHe~ea8t—

Xy*.® ■^bought of the previous verse the natur^of Israel's
for a time, bybdiag removed-outxof.his pisoeias if by a.tfans îeht stdVm
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or blast of wind."^^ Jer. 30:11; 46:28; I Cor. 10:13; Ps^ 76:10.
9 . " T h e r e f o r e b y t h i s s h a l l t h e i n i q u i t y o f J a c o b b e f o r g i v e n , a n d

t h i s i s a l l t h e f r u i t o f t a k i n g a w a y h i s s i n : t h a t h e m a k e t h a l l
t h e s t o n e s o f t h e a l t a r a s c h a l k s t o n e s t h a t a r e b e a t e n i n s u n d e r , s o
t h a t t h e A s h e r i m a n d t h e s u n - i m a g e s s h a l l r i s e n o m o r e .

Ve r s e s 7 a n d 8 d w e l l u p o n t h e n a t u r e o f I s r a e l ' s c h a s t i s e m e n t ,
w h i c h w a s m o d e r a t e a n d t e m p o r a r y. T h i s v e r s e i n d i c a t e s t h e d e s i g n o f
t h e i r a f fl i c t i o n ; i t i s a r e m e d i a l m e a s u r e , t o p r o d u c e t h e e f f e c t o f
p u r g i n g t h e m f r o m t h e i r s i n , p r i m a r i l y t h e s i n o f i d o l a t r y . " B y
I s r a e l ' s p u t t i n g a w a y t h e f u n d a m e n t a l c a u s e o f a l l e v i l , n a m e l y , i d
o l a t r y , t h e g u i l t f o r w h i c h i t h a s n o w t o s u f f e r w i l l b e c o v e r e d , t h a t
i s , w i l l b e e s t e e m e d b y G o d a s n o l o n g e r e x i s t e n t . " C h a s t i s e m e n t s
e x p i a t e o u r o f f e n c e s i n d i r e c t l y , b u t n o t d i r e c t l y , b e c a u s e t h e y l e a d
u s t o r e p e n t a n c e , w h i c h a g a i n i n t u r n b r i n g s u s t o o b t a i n t h e f o r g i v e
n e s s o f s i n s . " I s . 4 : 4 ; P s . 11 9 : 6 7 , 7 1 ; H o s . 1 4 : 8 ; I I C h r o n . 1 4 : 5 ;
3 4 : 4 .

1 0 . " F o r t h e f o r t i fi e d c i t y i s s o l i t a r y , a h a b i t a t i o n d e s e r t e d a n d
f o r s a k e n , l i k e t h e w i l d e r n e s s : t h e r e s h a l l t h e c a l f f e e d , a n d t h e r e
s h a l l h e l i e d o w n , a n d c o n s u m e t h e b r a n c h e s t h e r e o f . "

T h e r e a r e t w o v i e w s a s t o t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e f o r t i fi e d c i t y . O n e
v i e w i s t h a t i t r e f e r s t o t h e h o s t i l e c i t y o f t h e e n e m i e s , t h e c a p i t a l
o f t h e w o r l d - e m p i r e , t h e s a m e a s i n c h a p . 2 5 : 2 . T h e o t h e r v i e w i s t h a t
i t re fers to Jerusalem, made desolate by the Chaldeans. The figure of
the vineyard seems to be continued here. Such passages as Is. 5:6; 6:
1 1 - 1 2 ; a n d M i c a h 3 : 1 2 s e e m t o f a v o r t h i s v i e w . I n e i t h e r c a s e G o d ' s
j u d g m e n t m u s t f a l l u p o n t h e u n g o d l y, w h e t h e r G e n t i l e o r J e w.

11 . " W h e n t ^ b o u ^ s t h e r e o f a r e w i t h e r e d , t h e y s h a l l b e b r o k e n
o f f , t h e w o m e n s h a l l c o m e , a n d s e t t h e m o n fi r e ; f o r i t i s a p e o p l e o f
n o u n d e r s t a n d i n g : t h e r e f o r e h e t h a t m a d e t h e m w i l l n o t h a v e c o m p a s s i o n
u p o n t h e m , a n d n e t h a t f o r m e d t h e m w i l l s h o w t h e m n o f a v o r . "

T h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e d e s o l a t i o n a n d d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e f o r t i fi e d
c i t y i s h e r e c o n t i n u e d . C o m p a r e E z e k . 1 5 : 2 - 8 a n d J o h n 1 5 : 6 .

" H o u n d e r s t a n d i n g " e v i d e n t l y m e a n s n o s p i r i t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g . I s .
1 : 3 ; 5 : 1 3 ; D e u t j , 7 3 2 : 2 8 - 2 9 ; J e r . 8 : 7 . T h e l a s t p a r t o f t h e v e r s e t e l l s
o f the fea r fu l consequences o f l ack o f sp i r i tua l knowledge . Kos . 4 :6 ;
H o r n . 1 . 2 8 , 3 1 .

1 2 . " A n d i t s h a l l c o m e t o p a s s i n t h a t d a y , t h a t J e h o v a h w i l l b e a t o f
h i s f r u i t f r o m t h e fl o o d o f t h e R i v e r u n t o t h e b r o o k o f E g y p t ; a n d y e
s h a l l b e g a t h e r e d o n e b y o n e . 0 y e c h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l . "

From the thought of judgment of the foregoing verse, the pendulum
now swings to that of the salvat ion of the remnant of Israel f rom Assyr ia
to Egypt th rough the i r be ing in -ga thered by Jehovah. Is . 11 :11-16 ;
24:13-16a; 56:8. These will be gathered as individuals. Mt. 18:12-14;
L u k e 1 5 : 4 ; J o h n 1 0 : : i , 6 .

2 0 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a . h .
5 1 . l e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
2 2 . C a l v i n
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1 3 . " A n d i t s h a l l c o m e t o p a s s i n t h a t d a y , t h a t a g r e a t t r u m p e t
s h a l l h e h i o w n ; a . n d t h e y s h a l l c o m e t h a t w e r e r e a d y t o p e r i s h i n t h e
l a n d o f A s s y r i a , . a , n d t h e y t h a t w e r e o u t c g , s t s i n t h e l a n d o f E g y p t ; a n d
t h e y s h a l l w o r s h i p J e h o v a h i n t h e h o l y m o u n t a i n a t J e r u s a l e m . "

The figu re chp .ngc -s f r om tha t o f ga the r
b l o w i n g o f a t r u m p e t h y w h i c h t h e o u t c a s t s
g a t h e r e d . C o m p a r e H b s . 1 1 ; 1 1 a n d Z e c h . 1 0 ;
ges ts tha t t he p roc lamat ion o f G3 ' ^ rus j hy - -h
were given freedom to return to their lani
a p p l i e s a l s o t o t h e g o s p e l c a l l t o t h e u n c o
in Christ, and to the trung of Cod calling
a t t h e l a s t d a : ' - , S p i r i t u a l l j r r e s t o r e d t h e i
is the worship of Jehovah (is. 2s3| Lh.1. 1;
22; l iev, 7 ; 15) rea l iz ing the ch ie f en^ i o f
a n d e n j o y H i m f o r e v e r .

■ i n g f r u i t t o t h a t o f t h e
i n A s s y r i a a n d i n E g y p t a r e
8 -12 . Ha t thew Z len r : ' - sug -
• ich the Jews in capt iv i ty
w a s t h i s g r e a t t r u m p e t . I t
nyer ted to , find sa lva t ionhis people f rom thei r graves
, r h i g h e s t s p i r i t u a l e x e r c i s e
111 Jolm 4;21-24| Heh. 12;
: i ian, which is to glori fy Cod
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G h ? / o t e r s 2 8 - 3 3 . A S e r i e s o f T o e s .

"Or. Gel i tzscl i sa^'-s of chapters 28-3^ that they "are as fai thful a
reflect ion of the state of the nat ion unier Hezekiah as chaps 7-12 are
of i ts state unler Ahaz. The age of Ahaz is character ized by tame sur
render to the Assyrian "bondages that of Hezekiah, by carnal striving
after freedom. The nation wished to shake off the Assj'-rian yoke? but
in relia.nce on the help of Sgjrpt, not on Jehovah. This policy of leanins-
on Egypt is traced by Isaiah in chaps 28-3S^step by step", while in
chap 33 the last woe is directed against Ass3'-ria. ^

Chap. 28. Judgment on Sarariria and Jerusalem in the midst of which
H e r c y i s R e m e m b e r e d .

The contents of this chapter nay be briefly expressed as follows*
1. The drunkenness of Ephraim vdll lead to destr uction-, (vss 1-4) 2.
T 0 the remnant of His people j ehovah himself will he a cro-'n
nvinj the:; r-.i 'F^trensth. (ttss 5-:?) 3. 7run>enness in Jui=n, '
especiailr 01 r.riest o.nd, prophet, and their despising of instruction ofGod s prophet, mil lead to destruction, (tss 7-13) 4. Deoeni*noe uponnuman diplonanoy rather than diyine deliv-r, noe '.-ill lead to de*t°AE
hhle t;°-" ■'p oir'rfiavring soourse r::ap "be secured onlvhhr ' h 5 . P iy ine dea l ings mth . lePare ' i l lA -- A ,.le irrcm ;.gr:.cultune. (yss 23-29).

+ ^ lis c_02n of pride ^ the drunhards of aihrai--, .n-i
We^tW^wSi ^ iiorious beo,uty.WhWhWi ^ the head ^Alii v^>-i-ley of ti^era tnat are overcome with wine."

By "fephraim" the pro ohetlhas in imt nilthetfine-i nw n-f fho +^-1the yunhards are the sinful ̂ opulatiol an? "fhrĉ fyrof "Tide t̂ ^
i s h ^ L o a ^ i e f s o o r L L s t ^ o y e d U

top in terraces, the neighborhood" splendid and fertilê ^̂ ®"

cause'l̂ thlffirsn:rortMrs°rief"of'"^23!?.9-305 .toos 6s65 II Kings 18:Compare 5:11, 22; ProT.

hai l .^a dffffwinlwt.^ one; M 2 tempest of
M °"-st dovrn to the earth hTth the" haridW SSlers overflowinp;, will

-== :.ssg s
1 . C r. : n h r i l g e B i h l e .

I c l i t z s c h : o n I s - i h .
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r . n l l C s 5 . 7 i t h v i o l e n c e t h e p r i l e o f E p h r a i m w a s t o h e c a s t d o w n .
M t . 7 : 2 5 - 2 7 .

3-4. "2he crown of pr ide of the i runkards of Ephraim shal l he trodden
u n l e r f o o t , a n d t h e f a d i n g fl o w e r o f g l o r i o u s ^ a u t j ' ' , w h i c h i s o n

o f t l ^ f a t v a l l e y , s h a l l h e fi r s t - r i p e fi g " b e f o r e t h e
s u - u i i e r ^ - h i c h - I t e n h e t h : : . . t l o o h e t h u p o n i t s e e t h , - h i l e i t i s ^ ^ e t i n "
h i s h a n i ' l e e a t e t h i t u p , " * '

Saaaria v/iii "be coiapletel^^ destro--0d, trolden under foot, sv:allo-'"ed
up. The repular season for ripe figs iS. ..ugust. The first-ripe fic-s
?7ere in Tune - rare and delicious fruit, eagerly devoured.

"This coriPnrison expresses the avidit:- with which the eneny would
seize upon Samaria., a.nd perlmps the completeness of its desolation." ^

5. tnat day will Jehovah of hosts become a crown of glor-<r ond
2 : o f b e a u t y , u n t o t h e r e s i d u e o f h i s p e < g ) p l e 7 " ^ ^

contrast to the false glory of Sphrairn which will fade, lehovah
Is'ssfeo-l, iom7n:5r® IB. 4:2.6| 10:20-21;
s t r e n

6.^ "i^id p, spirit of .lustice to him that sitteth in ii£th to them that turn hack the hattle at the pateT" m e n t . a n l

Jehovah himself, "the Lori of the seven soirits" (is. 11-2^ vill he
bd® ̂"=̂-gi®trates, as Ke ̂as to jLêh (OeL 4̂38-39), to the seventĵ  alters appointel to assist Koses (lliun. 11:16-17)

TLhns°?Tne-i Strength to the warriors, as Ke was to 'Psalm 4rUl il ''̂  Hezekiah and his men (ll Chron. 32:6-8).
7. "And |ven these reel with wine, and stagger with strong drink-

^e_p£iesi^and |he prophet reel with strong drink, they"are swalTo^ un
m ^ strong drln^} theg ^ in vision.Whey stum^e

_ Ifot only is there drunkenness in Samaria, hut also in Jerusalem.'''erses the Southern Kingdom is in the mind of the prophet.
S?? ?Si common people, hut especially the leaders fall into iisgraoe-

^resu l t tha t they e r r i n the exerc ise o f the i rofficial functions. lev. 10:9-10; Prov. 20:1; sLI-I.

is no^bliWclMn!"^^^^ — ^^^ttiiness. so t^ there
Tais is a vivid picture of the filth and shame of intemoeranoe

C o m p a r e a . h . 2 : 1 5 - 1 6 . n o e .

9. "2hM wm he teach knowledge? and whom will he make to urier-
j^at veaned from the miji, aHdWriT^n"??^

3 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
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This and the following Terse are cominonlj'- interpreted as the '

language of the drunlcards expressing their contempt for the teaching \of the proiDhet as too elementary for then. Aided to the sin of drunken- 7
n e s s i s t h a t o f d e s p i s i n g i n s t r u c t i o n - u n t e a c ' l a h l e n e s s . i s f ^ e
judgment, that t;;e U cone into the -orld, and men loVed darkness
rat "^er t'an tiie aigat' for t'eir "'crks *'ere OTil." (Jo'^'^n
j u. -T* ej
T " " . + . " - p r *

"Z22i Ai i§. are0ant iv-'on ^ece't, "oreoant uaoon "a^ecaat;
AAAn l i ne , l i ne uaon l i ne - ; ha re a l i - ^ t l e . t he re a l i t t l eT"

Tnis continues the thought of the foregoing verse. It seems to
represent tae complaint and mockerA'- of the drunkards at the repeated
emphasis upon the first .r inciples of rel igion. I I Chron. 36;15-16.

"It may he observed here that God»s method of imparting religious
trutn nas often aapec.red to a scoffing vorld to he undignified cani fool
ish. Sinners suppose that He does not sufficientljr respect their
unders tand ing and pay a t r ibu te to the d ign i ty o f tV.e i r nature . " ^

11. "ITay, ^ut ^ men of strange lips o.nd with another tongue will
h e s " ) e a k t o t h i s p e o p l e . "

This appears to he the response of the prophet to the above complaint
forete l l ing the co respond ng judgment .

"Here it raeans _ in ca foreign or haroarous tongue? andtthe sense is,
that t'i.e lessons which God wished to tea.ch would he conveved to them

^ through the language of foreigners - the Chaldeans. They*'should he, removed to a distant land, and there, in hea.ring a strange speech, in
\living long araong foreigners, the3' should learn the lesson which they
refused to do when addressed h^ the prophets in their own land." ^

\ .

\ "Z2 ^ '^hom 3^ ' id , This is the rest , g ive ye rest to h im that
i§ ^vVry; agid this is refreshing; yet they would not hearT"M L l I S r e f r e s h i n g ; y e t t h e y w o u l d n o t h e a r T "

A
"Therefore shcill the a/ord of Jehova,h he unto them preceot unon

prece-pt . precept upon precepts l ine upon l ine, l ine uporTTine; here a—
i i i t l e > a l i t t l e s t h a t t h e y m a y g o , a n d f a l l h a c k w a r d , a n T Te ^
b r o k e n , a n d s n a r e d , t a k e n . "

!lThuS tne word of Jehovah which the^'* rega.rded as a.n endless series of
petty rules, heoomes to them an endless series of oainful sufferings.
To such free-thinkers and free-livers it proves a stone on which they
are broken to p ieces, a net in .which ' they are snared, a t rap in which
t .ey re caught, (is. 8;14f)" ®

14. "Traerefore hear the word of Jehovah, ye scoffers, that rule
t h i s p e o p l e t h £ , t i s i n J e D n ^ s a l e m ^ " '

These self-indulgent, self-confident rulers, -.-ho held in contempt

4 . B a r n e s .
5 . I b i d .
6 . D e l i t z s c h o n I s © . i a , h .

I
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t h e v ; o r t o f G o d a n d j u d g m e n t s o f G o d a r e l i r e c t l y a d d r e s s e d f r o m v e r s e
14. "The * scoffer* represents the last degree of ungodl iness, - open
contempt o f re l ig ion . The phre ! ,se here i s a p l ied to wor ld ly po l i t i c ians ,
who form the i r p lans in defiance o f Jehovah 's revea led wi l l ( f . v 22:
c h . 2 9 s 2 0 ) . " ' ' •

15. "Because ye have said, he have ma.de a covenant with death, a.nd
yijth Siieol are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge sh8.11 pass
t- i rought snai l not come unto usg for we have made l ies our refuge•
a n d u n d e r f 1 s e h o o d h a v e w e h i d o u r s e l v e s . "

. t ic i t t - .e propaet me.Kes taem here is the substance of their
thinhing and speaking as knoyrn to the heart-searchert" ° T'ae^'- thought
they had made themselves secure, "that they had, as it were, hougnt offdeath and hades. " ^ They depended upon their human diplomacy rather
trian upon Jehovah. Goia_;are "overflowing scourge" with chap. 8s7-8.

"Tne falsehood mentioned in the last clause is unfaithfulness to
God, thcat is, wickedness in general, perhans with an allusion to the
falsity or trer'cherous nature of the hopes built upon it. " ^0
2 : 4 ; I s . 5 9 s 3 - 4 .

Z q x a
16. "Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah. Behold. I lay in Zi

^0^xidatiQn gi Sione, a tried stone. a precious corner-stone of~
g x Q u n i , a t i o n s t h a t b e l i e v e t h s h a l l ' " n o t i n h a s t e . " ^

Contrast^ with foregoing verse are strikings words of scoffersversus of Jehovah; the false grounis of t^ir oonfilLoe! tl
confidence? human effort, God*s work; Sheol. Zion-

s c o f f e r s , b e l i e v e r s ; " b e c a u s e " , " t h e r e f o r e " . '
"^orse contains a glorious Hessianic promise to the believer.

d io lo ' -c i s tnnk is Jehovah in cont ras t to humanP tone IS suggestive of securit:/ against the over mn^elminffscourge. Tnis finds.its complete fulfilment in Christ as r̂ eatedly
? V Testament. He was "tried - both by the devil(Lu. 4.1-13) and by men (Lu. 20sl-38), and, even by God (Mt. 27*46^a stone of tested solidity to bear the vast superstructure of man's

f o u M f l ® C h r i s t g i v e s i t s p e c u l i a r m e r i tto His vicarious sacrifice." He was precious - the cornerstone.
Compare I Cor. 3511 ; Eph . 2s20 .

, ^ , 7 V , W W O I J . C x . c v / x c a O c i i u e i i i ; - L r e n . J L O S b ^twice in ^s,ul e.nionoe in Jajies, Is. 28!l6 twice in ji'aul and once in
Peter, Hao.Js^ twice in Paul and once in the Spistle to the Hebrews."^2
S e e R o m . 9 s 3 3 5 l O s l l ; I P e t . 2 s 6 - 8 .

.P\ I wm justice the lir^, ^ righteousness the plumet:_nd OB.ll sTmll sweep away the refuge of TTis. andltiie waterr^h^
o v e r fl o w t h e h i d i n g - p l a c e . " ^

Justice and righteousness are eternal principles by which Jehovah

7 . C c ' j n h r i d g e B i b l e .
8 . D e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
9 . D u m r a e l o w C o m m e n t a r y.
1 0 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
11 . J . P. a n d B r o w n C o m m e n t a r y . .
1 2 . B e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
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b u i l d s I l l s G b u r c b a n d b y w h i c h H e a l s o p u n i s h e s t h e w i c k e d . " B u t
J e h o v a h o f h o s t s i s e x a l t e d i n j u s t i c e , a n d ' G o d t h e H o l y O n e i s s a n c t i -
fiedin r ighteousness." ( is. 5sl6) See also Is. 30:18..

The last of the verse shows the judgment that will come upon those
who havefnade lies their refuge, ani|have hidden themselves under falsehood,
(vs 15) Hail anioverflowing waters are frequent fugures oSjudgment.
R e v. 11 : 1 9 5 1 6 : 2 1 5 H t . 7 : 2 7 5 I I P e t . 3 : 6 - 7 .

18. "^id your covenant with death shall annulled, and your
agreement with Sheol shal l not stand; when the overflowing scourge shal l
p a s s t h r o u g h , t h e n y e s h a l l t r o d d e n d o w n U . "

The huiaan means of protection will all come to nought and be of
no use to defend them against the impending calamity. Comoare vs 15,
c h a p . 8 : 1 0 . ^ *

19. "Aa ag. ii oasseth through, it shall take you; for morninff
iZ shall ij pass through, day and by night; and it shall he
n o u g h t t e r r o r t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e m e s s a g e . —

'oe that the tUreateiied visitation shall come soonand be frequently repeated. There are tbjee interpretations of the last
clause, one of r/hioh supposes it to mean, that the mere report of the
approaching scourge should fill them -/rith distress; another that theeffect should be unmixed distress; a third, that nothing but a painful
experience would enable them to understand the lesson which the Prophet
ferenor^®^^°"® interpretation is our prt
, • + . + ^ S S t h a t a o a n s t r e t c h h i m s e l f o nit. and ,tne ô qverî arrower than that he oan wrap'hiiialT?̂  HTii

2 proverbial expression used here to show the
sale?f ?or

21. ''Per Jehovah will rise U£ in mount Perazim. he will be
of Gibeon5 that he may do his work, his~stranffe

work, and bring to pass his act, his strange act." ——— —

historical refe|ces are probably to David's victories over thePhilistines described in II Sam. 5:18-25^ and I Chroh. 14:9-16.
Jehovah's work is oalled strange, perhaps beoause as a result ofIt His OTO people would fare in judgment like their enemies, the Phil-

neae"of fared. The Cambridge Bible suggests that the strangeness of Jehovah's work consists in "his fighting with the foreigners
against h is own people."

therefore, ye not scoffers, lest your bonds be made
t e i i s a i ™ . s s r ^ s s i a h

1 3 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
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T T i i s a d m o n i t i o n t h a t t h e y c e a s e m o c k i n g s u g g e s t s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y
o f r e p e n t a n c e , a n d c o n s e q u e n t e s c a p e f r o m s e v e r e ^ j u d g m e n t . " L e t t h e m
not make the judgment heavier than i t wi l l otherwise "be, for i ts coming
i s i n e v i t a b l e . I t m a y b e m i t i g a t e d t o t h e m , a n d b y t h o r o u g h r e p e n t a n c e
they might even escapejit; but that it will come and that upon the whole
e a r t h , J e h o v a h o . f h o s T S h a s r e v e a l e d t o t h e p r o p h e t . "

23. "Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken andftiear my speech."

Special attention to this parable from husbandry "is needed. HThilethe parable itsei^s clear, its purpose and application are more difficult
to de termine, and have ca l led fo r th a var ie ty o f in te rpre ta t ions .l a v e c a l l e d f o r t h a v a r i e t y o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .

"Some regard the passage adintended to illustrate, in a general
way, the wisdom of the d iv ine d i 'spensat ions. Others refer i t more i
specifically to the delay of judgment on the sinner, and conceive the
doctrine of the passage to be this, that although Godiis not always
punishing, an^ more than the husbandman is always ploughing or always
threshing, he wil l punish at last. A third interpretation makes the
prominent idea to be this, that although God chastises his own people,his ultimate design is not to destroy but to purify and save them'.'

24. "Doth he that ploweth to sow plow continuallv? doth he nnn+.in-
u a l l y o p e n a n d i h a r r o w h i s g r o u n d ? " '

Emphasis is evidently upon the word "continually" and the implirfeda n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n i s " I T o " . ^

4.V- ieyelled ^ face thereof, doth he not oast abroad
th| fitohee, aM scatter ^ cummin, a^d £ut ^ thel^ea^ TiTrowiT anathe barley in t^ appointed Place, and the spelt in the bcrder~rF.ereof?"

his grain by the husbandman in the sowing an l̂anting ofji
26. "Pot his God doth instruct him aright, and doth teach him."
Skill and knowledge in agriculture and in other forms of work come

28°?9 Compare Ex. 31s2-6; Gen. 6:14-16; Dan. 1:17; Jas. 1:17; Is.
27. "Pop jfihg, fitches are not threshed with a sharp threshing

instrument, . neither is a oa^ wheel turned gb5gt~u?^5~the cummin: hutthe iitehes beaten out with a staff, and the c^iFl?ith a rod~

I?'® point of-the(illustration is that the.gethod suitable to onekind of grain would be ruinous to the other." Discretion is used
i n s u c c e s s f u l h u s b r . n ' l r v .

1 4 . J e l i t z s c l a o n I s e i a h .
1 5 . A l e j C A n d e r o n I s a i a h .
13. Cr.nh- i i ge ]3i h le.
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2 8 . / ? r r . i n i s g r o u n d f f o r h e r r i l l n o t h e t r x s h i n f y i t ;
o.nd thoiihh the ^h'.eel of his cert r.nd his horses scatter its he doth not'

• a J ^ I I ~ - — — —

, q : r i n d i t . "

Affl ict icns are G-od's thres". . ins instrur.ents5 desi f jned to loosen us
f r o n t h e - o - l d , t o s e n ■ s e n u s . 0 u r : - n : - . r e u sior use. And, a,s to these, God will rauheVise of them as there is occasionj
hut he will proportion them to our strenglliixs they shall he no he-.Tier
t:ian there is need. " Compare Luhe 22.»31-32| John 12s24? I Cor. 3s9o

29. "This also cometii forth from Jehpjah of hosts9 who is wonderful
i n c o u n s e l s a n d e x c e l l e n t i n w i s d o m . "

'"The shill v.'herewita a hushandma.n dul^'' adjusts l is modes of
tiirestiing is given lisr Gol, as well as t'ae sicill (vs 26) wherewith het i l l s a n d s o w s ( v s s 2 4 , 2 5 ) , " .

wonderful in counsel (is. 9s6) and excellent in wisdom-
U d o i fl . l l s o 3 ) . ^

17. Ilatthew Henry Comi.isntary,
18. J, w. and Brown Commentary,
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g a a p . 2 9 , d i s t r e s s a n i . ' ) e I i Ye r a n c e a l e g e n e r i - . t i o n a n l _ i e g e n e r a t i o n .

In ve rses 1 -4 o f th i s d iap te r the i i s t ress o f Go i *s peop le i s
f o r e t o l i , i n v e n s e s 5 - 8 t h e i r i e l i v e r a n c e i s i e s c r i b e l , i n v e r s e s . 9 - 1 6
thei r iesener : t ion is rehulce i , an i in verses 17-24 regenerat ion is fore,
t o l l .

"Tliis chapter consists of two parts, parallel to one another,
tir.t is, e^vCn coritainii~ig t:ie saiie series of ^iroLiises anl threatenings,
hu t i n i i f f e ren t fo rms . The p rop : ie t i c suhs t - . i i ce o r ma te r ia l o f ho th i s
that Zion sho-ali. he tVi. eatenei. aond assailel 3-et not iestrovei, hut on
the contr-rj.' strengt:ienei anl enl-.rged. — In the first part, the
tnr0;.teniiig is tna.t Zion sha,ll he assailei hy enemies c,nl hro' ght very
loyr, yss^l-4. The promise is th.at tae assailants shall he scatteredlike LUot. ..n\ craif, v^nisa lii-ce a \recin, and he wliolly disarr ointed
in_ their hostile purpose, vss 5-8. In the seco-.d part" the Prophethrings distinctlj'' into view, as causes of the threatened judgiients,

^ t he sp i r i t ua l i n t ox i ca t i on and s tupo r o f t he peop le , t l e i r b l i ndnessrevealed truth, their hypocritical formality, and their presumptuous
contempt of God. vss 9-16. The judgment itself i$ described as a con-foun .ing of 0 '.eir fa-.cied '"isdom, vs. 14. Thekdded promise is that of
an entire revolution, incIuUng the destruction of the wicked, and
especially^ of wiciced rul^ers, the restoration of soiritual sight, joyto one raeen and poor in spirit, and the final recovery of Israel from

stc..te 01 alienation and disgrace to the service of Jehovah and to the
s a v i n g m n o - ' x e d g e o f t h e t r u t h , v s s 1 7 - 2 4 . " ^ '

2 9 : 1 . A r i e l , . i r i e l , t h e c i t y " h e r e 1
y e a r ; l e t t i e f e a s t s c o m e r o u n d . W i p e d i a d d

.Uiel is a s^-ijbolio name for Jerusalein. It ."ei.ns eitte"'- (11

43! lLh6)°(XsfkS9f.®^'" sot" (hh.
The Ipter part of the verse sic.y he ironical, "ant iesignet to

f 2 hhk^ service r'as an unvarying repetition of heartlesil o ? . " * ! s . ^ I s # 1 : 1 4 .

p . X ^ - i s t r e s s ^ p - m e l . a n d t . i e r e s r i a , l l b e m : o u r n ~ ' n ^ " - " - r d
l a r a e n t a t i o n ; ^ s h a l l u n t o n e ' T I . i r i e l . "

Different views of the last clause are as follows; "Eit:er. «the
hhhhhLh h Sp-. that is, it S..all emerge from'itla.iVcwimp...iS:ied, or it snail be i.s tie altar of burnt offering*,

Ah" f.e besiegers (vs 6,- oh. 30:505 31:95 Lev. log) 5oryest, ..s tie next verse continues the threat, anl tie promise ofiei..ver .oe toes not oone til verse 5, 'it shall be like e, hearth of
ourning , tn. t is, a sct^ne of devastation bv fire."

1 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
2 . B a r n e s .
3 . J . t i n d 3 r o t 7 n C o i r n e n t a r v ,
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3 . Y fi l l e n c a r i p a , ^ a i n s t t h e e r o u n l a h o u t u a n l w i l l l a y s i e g q
a / ^ a i n s t t h e e w i t h - p o s t e t t r o o p S a a n l I w i l l r a i s e s i e ^ e - w o r k s a f c a i n s t
t h e e . "

T h e s i e T s i s r e p r e s e n t e l : - s t h e ^ o r k o f G o t h i r : s e l f « L u k e 1 9 : 4 3 - 4 4 .

4 . " A n l t h o u S h a l t h e b r o u g h t d o w n , a n d s h a l t s p e a k o u t o f t h e
g r o u n d , a n d t h " ^ . ^ s p e e c h s h a l l h e l o w o u t o f t h e d u s t ; a n d t h y y o i c e
s h a l l M o n e t h a . t h a t h a f F j n i l i a . r s p i r i t , o u t o f t h e g r o u n d , a n d t h y
s p e e c h s h a l l w h i s p e r o u t o f t h e d u s t . "

Ho t on ly d i s t ress and s iege a re fo re to ld , hu t a l so humi l i a t ion .
"Her voice shal l come from the earth as that of the spir i t charmers or
necromancers (ch. 8;19), faint and shrill, as the voice of the dea.d was
supposed to he? ventriloquism was doubtless the trick caused to make thevoice a_;pear to come from the ea.rth (ch. 19;3)." ^

" S u t m u l t i t u d e o f f o e s ^ a l l h e l i k e s m a l l d u s t , a n d
the mult i tude of the terr ible ones as chaff that passeth away? ^.^ea i t
s h a l l h e 2 j i r j i i n s t - n t s u i d e n l " " " . " "

Cv:r apainst the general distress ictured in ve-'ses 1-4, we have-
in verses 5-8 the pro-phecy of the deliverance of God's peo-le. Terse

regg'^sts thw completeness -'nd sir"'.denness of the -Us'o^rsion the
3 m y, C o m p r e c h . 1 7 : 1 3 - 1 4 ? 3 C s l c ; 1 7 ? 3 f .e n e m - r .

. . . ^ - v i s i t e d o f J e h o v a h o f h o s t s w i t h t h u n d e r , a n d
w a n ^ e a r t n q u a k e , J h e a t n o i s e , w i t h w h i r l w i n d a n d t e m / o e s t . a n T T h P
fl e m i e o f a d e v o u r i n g f i r e . " ;

AS the foregoing verse suggests the sudden fall of Sennacherib's
host, so does this verse suggest phenomena in connection with the -des
truction of Jerusalem under Titus. Howev-r, there is much in favor of

's supposition tha,t tr.ese verses cont?.in "A strong metaphorical
description of the evils which Jerusalem should suffer at the hands of
enemies, out without excli sive refeipce to any one siege, or to sieges
i n t h e l i t e r a l s e n s e a t a . l l . "

7 . t ^ m u l t i t u d e o f 3 ^ n a t i o n s t h a t fi g h t a g a i n s t i j r i e l .
even a^ that fight against her anHher stronghold, and that distress her.
sha l l M ^ S ; d rean . a v i s ion o f t he n igh t . "

The'an^mies of Ariel shall disappear c.nd vanish like a dream. Com
p a r e I s . 3 7 ; 3 6 ? ? . e v . , 2 0 s 9 .

8. "And. it. shall ^ wlien a hungry man dreameth, and, behold.
^ - t e t h ; j 2 1 L i i — L i l L s i l i , s o u l 2 ^ . e m p t y ; o r a s w h e n a t h i r s t vk-e-wet p. /oehold, ^ drinketh; but w akethT i^behold,

t, ' 'nlis soul h- th a.p'oetite: so shall the multitude oT" all
the nations be. tdp--t f j.r-ht agi r 'nst mount Zioni"'^'

AS tAe foregoing T--se oo-p; res the enerr' to r V. er.n thpt -in
h h:-Pr'U- the ene-rpo r ire--er -ho is iisfv-ooint-t;' -hen" » ' ^ s o ^ i s s I S ? l e t i t e i s n o t s r t i s f i e i . " S o ' i t " i s n ^ e i

a , p - r - c - ' n d " ' o i n t - I - t r t o o y . e d t o d i s -
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y e r . n ^ ' ^ o i i ' l e r ; t r . l c e
' o i ! t n o t • " i t ' ' " o u t n o t ^ " i t l i s t r o n g I r i n i i .

" : ie??9 iDegins tne tescr ipt ion of the r i iorn l ant spi r i tual evi ls
--h ich ^nere the occasion of the jutgr ients previously threatenedo In the
first cl; .u.sej the hrophet tescrihes the condition of tVie peox^le by ex
hor t ing then i ron ica l l y to cont inue in i t ; in the second he seems to
turn c^rray from then and address the spectators. -- By spiritual drunlc-
emiess ne are probably to understand unsteadiness of conduct an'' o V-^ant
o f s p i r i t u a l d i s c e r n n e n t . " ^

10. "Por Jehovah hath ooured out upon you the snirit of d^ep
anid hath closed your eyes, thebro dnets; anilyour heads. the~eers.
h e c o v e r e d . " ^ '

s l e e p .
h a t h

As a judgment for their sins they rere in a state of spiritual
stupidityj Is. GrQ'-lO, and their religious lecvders rrere spirituallyblinded. The apostle Paul applies these ^7ords to the Jews of his time.
H o r n . 8 s i l o '

11. "And all vision is become unto you as the words of a book thst
I S s e a l e d , w h i c h d e l i v e r ^ o n e t h a t i s l e a r n e d . s a v i n i ? . ' " p ; ? F r r " t h i T 7
I p ray thee ; and(he sa i th . I canno t . f ^ i t " " i s sea led .— — '—

This continues the thought that they were judicially blinded.
God's revelation was as a sealed book to them. Although one may\ave
outward understanding he may not have inner spiritual discernment and
v i ce ve rsa . M t . 11 :25 ,5 ISs l l ; 16 ;17 | Rev. 5 :1 -9 .

12. "And tl^ ^00^ is delivered to him that is not learned, sayinsc.
M M d h i s , I p r a y t h e e ; a n d s a i t h . l " ^ n ^ l e a r n e d . " —

"The unlearned succeed no better that the learned, not from want
« J lea.rning, as they fancy, but from not having the teaching ofGod (Is. 54:135 Jer. 31:34; John 6:455 I C or. 2:7-105 I John 2:20)." ^

13. "And th| Lord said. For as much ^ this people draw nighf unto
s.nd with their mouth and with their lips do honor me, but have re

moved their heart far from me. and their fear of me is~a co^mandmen~
of men wn ich ha th been taugh t t hem; "

As the above verses emphasize spiritual stupidity, so here the
emphasis is upon an outstanding theme of prophecy, namely, the sin of
hypocrisy. This theme receives prominence in the first chapter ofIsaiah (Is. 1:10-17). Compare Ezek. 33:31-33; Micah 6:6-8.

"In Hezekiah's days (as later in Josiah's, as the Book of Jeremiah
shows) the nation was forced to accept the abolition of public idol-
worship, but its worship of Jehovah was in part conscious hypocrisyfrom fear of man and for human praise, in part unconscious, comforting
Itself with, and glorifying in outward observance of the law in a self-
r i g h t e o u s s p i r i t w i t h o u t i n w a r d c o n v e r s i o n . "

Jesus most severely rebuked the Jews of His day for hj^pocrisy.
9'PPlying these very words of Isaiah to them. Mt. 15:2-6; Mark 7:2-13.
5 . A l e x a n d e r o n I s a i a h .
6. J. E. and Brown Commentary.
7 . D e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
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" T h e r e f o r e , h f h o H , i - i l l - r o c e e i t o t o - ; : ; . r Ye l l o u s ^ . " o r h
f . ie -eo ^ le , even ^ : - " ' . i - ' . ' -e l lo i 's vcr" : : . r ' . " -cr. i?r.= : .n i t ip v- is ' Ior. :

of their -i0e ' 'en ah:. 11 er:'eVia r.nVt'-'e rnt^ret: r j:" ' their rv lent
p " * " . ' * . ! 1 " " > 6 i — — — — — —

Here is the conclusion to the foj-egoing verse, o, prophecy'- of juigi'ient
upon such sinners. Go2u.po,re "rinrvellous ^Tork" vith "strange nork" of
I s . 2 1 s 2 1 , a n i t h e u n h e l i e v a h l e v o r k o f H a h . 1 : 5 ,

The last of this verse, stating that God rrill frustrateknd bring
to nought hunan -isdon, is used hjr the apostle Paul in I Cor. Isl9 as
he proclains the ^^ord of the cross as ovar against the vrisdon of the
T Yo r l d o C o r i p a r e I s . 5 s 2 1 .

15. "^oe unto_ them that hide deep their counsel from Jehovah,
^ - o s e - To r k s ^ i n t h e d g n i k , a n d t h a t s a y, s e e t h u s ^ T K ^ w h n

■ c n o w e t h u s ? " — -

pronounced on anyone so foolish and hypooritioal as
h ih JehoTah. Jer. 23:24. Such a one/is sostupxd asto think ne oan hide not only from man, hut even from 'God.

"As Ahaz carefully kept his appeal for Assyria'slhelp from the
prophet's knowledge, so now they try to hide the project of an allianceWith Egypt as far as possible from the prophet." ^ aiiiance

upside a^wni Shall thetootter he esteemed as
slsjc, •fc^rng made should say of him ths/t made it, Hetoade me~not.fli ih£ Ihing for̂ ŝ  of him that foiaM̂ iSrie-hHh-Ho-IEdilftffd"

l o h ' ? i s a s a b s u r d a s i f t h e t h i n g
o l a h c ^ p J r : I s f f s l

r ' ^ r r fi J" degeneration is rehuked, in verses 17-24
V H i - ' • : t a k e n f r c . ^ t h e---i . --- L -6 of a, (_L e£'.1.0 5 18 liver t'"o -—>0 -* c-o -.r

V ~ 1 " o r e
i c r i s ' - ' • 1 : G r e i r . \ T " i T ■ - p

r : i i r t h . t ^ t h p - 1 p - Pt h e e y e s o f t ^ - ^ M s h a l l s e e h i r l l i f s

romiŝ d!
hh:h.hh..hh,;:r h^h^rry" p-hhs;-) Bhrihh"fnk%tp O T r o - - " a r ,

0 0"""_ C» O 0 T -r - O V ^ 9 " t , ^ " I . 1 1 . p ;» • " • — . . . J _ - u . v . . .

. e p P ■ - l a ,

i p ' - i p " - ' - 1 1 r r i l t h p i ^ ^ m J e h o v u h . : . n d t l u
■C l y C r e o f I s r r e l . " — "

l e l i t r s c h o n I s r i a h .
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^i:ot only^ soiritu.;-.l insight "but also sjirituc.! joy is yroiiisei -joy in cenoyali, fae -"^oly One of Israel - to those \7ho put t- eir trustin Hiivi, the r;ieelc, thi^oor among men. Such are the ..articular objects
of ais grace anl reci oiea.ts of true joy. See. Is. 61sl; ps. 25 ;9;
37sll? ::t. 5s55 11s29j James I52I; 2s5; Is. 57sl5; i:t. 5s3; "hh.
3 : 1 8 ; P ^ i i l . 4 ; 4 .

2 0 . t : , ^ t e r r i b l e i s b r o u g h t ^ n o u g h t , a n i t h e s c o f f e r
ceaseta, ani a l l tn^y th. . t vratch for in icui ty .are cut off7"

Anotner blessing aroyhsei is the oyerfiirow of the wichei. "Terrible
ones'' may refer to the|out-.7: ri enemy. Goripc.re Is. 25s4-5. The scoffer
ies..ises religion. Compare Is. 28s 14^22. To tbis class beldngei "the

of noney" (Luke 15sl4), ^ing Herod (luke
^._3.11) .:.n| tae rulers vrao scoffed s,t the crucifixion (Luke ..SsSS) ,j.ot only tne terrible ones and the scoffers, but also all "they that
wato.i for iniquity are out off." (Luke 20520-23)

, "Thaj^f^ a man ^ offender in his cause, and lay a snare
t u r n a s i d e t h e j u s t w i t h a t h i n g o f

Here is a further :iescription of the \"icheh who will be overthrown
"hbh'hi'b''® to mean, seducing ylopL in^I s^fbr*t .eir _,o.ds. It is much more oommon to explain the whole phrase to mean

unjustly condemning a man in his cause, which agrees well with theobvious allusion to forensic process in the remainder of the verse." ®

vin.1 the Jews of the New Testament times well illustrate the
Acts sfl" described. Kt. 22515; Luke 11553-54; lit. 26sl5;
+V, 1 "^yyt'ore thus saith Jehovah, who redeemed Ahraliam. oonoerninff
Me'^FsE not now ^ shamed,^ieT^e£-s^n~hH

I^ot onlj'- are pronisei. spiritual insight, soiritual iov ani thp
ŝ n"rf?L'f?om'sb̂ : in Israels approaching r̂ n̂erâ iorkĉsnail be Iree from sname, anl fear or iisappointraent.

idols7Ln°\T^3Uf?fr%^'^® o! ol'® '^si^emed Abraham" frompo.iA^ -hi ' ^ ' J? 12;l5 Josh. 24:2), from iangers (Cen. 12:17: 14-16-
his heart f it^fnl"^ aaking his name great. He chose him, found 'his t.eart fait.J'ul, and made a covenant with him. (Nej<h. 9s7, 8)

"Some unlerstand by Jc.cob here the patriarch h";mself, noetic^Tiv
dbscend-5i?s "\-osf inief ̂ "̂ î̂ ^̂ thizing with the ?orlun;s"of hî 'ôI ^^^®rpreters suppose the name to be emplcifed likeIsrael in .irect applica.tion to the race itself." to iiK/nn oc.
6 0 : 1 - 9 ; J e r . 3 0 : 1 0 . I s . 45 :17 , 25 ;

2 3 . " S u t w h e n h e s e e t h M s c h i l / ^ r p n . + > . o t

9. Alexander on Isaiah.
1 0 . I b i d .
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T h e t r u e m e a n i n g o f t h i s v e r s e m a y h e b r o u g h t o u t i n t h e p a r a p h r a s e
suggested by Alexander as follows: "VThen he (the patriarch, supposed
to be again al ive and gazing at his offspring).cehaii Ibehold -.Ji iBechiidren
(not by nature but) created such by me in the midst of him (that is inthe midst or in the place of his natural descendants) they (that is he
and h is descendants Jo in t ly ) sha l l un i te in g lo r i fy ing God as the author
o f t h i s g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n . " C o m p a r e H o s . 3 : 5 .

P o r J a c o b ' s c h i l d r e n a s " t h e w o r k o f J e h o v a h ' s h a n d s " s e e I s . 1 9 : 2 5 ;
4 3 : 2 1 ; 4 5 : 1 1 ; 6 0 : 2 1 ; E p h . 2 : 1 0 .

P o r " H o l y O n e o f J a c o b " o r " H o l y O n e o f I s r a e l " c o m p c i r e n o t i o n
c h a p . 1 : 4 .

24. "They also thatjerr in spirit shall come to understanding, and
t h e y t h a t m u r m u r s h a l l r e c e i v e i n s t r u c t i o n . "

"The new coranunity wil l not indeed be sinless and absolutely
per fect , hut , accord ing to y^rse 24, the prev ious hardening of themselves in error gives way to willi.g, living acceptance of right knowledge
ani the previou^urmu.ring and resistance to Jehovah's admonitions to an
o p e n J o 3 ' o u s d e s i r t o l e a r n . "

"Idien t ' l is ^.-ould occur the ..rophet does not state. I t nay he intended
to denote t":e tines of '"eze -iah; or the tines su.hsecuent to the caotivity;
o r p o s s i h l ^ ^ i t r e f e r t o t h e ' i n e s u n i e r t h e I e s s i - h . A l l t h a t " t h e
prophet te c":es is, that t e-- e futu.r^^eriod in the histor^^ of tlie^
Jews, there would be such a reform thatA^.oul^ be regarded as the worhy
d e s c e n d a n t s o f t h e p i o u s p a t r i a r c h , J a c o b . " ^

1 1 . D e l i t z s c h o n I s a i a h .
1 2 . B a r n e s .

' i
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C h a p . 3 0 . S i n , G r a o e , J u s t i c e .

S o m e o f t h e f o r e m o s t t h e m e s o f t h e B i h l e , a s t h e y a r e r e l a t e d
t o t h e H o l y O n e o f I s r a e l a r e f o u n d i n t h i s c h a p t e r . F i r s t , w e a r e
told that the Spir i t of Jehovah is disregarded, (vss. 1-7) This
i s e v i d e n c e d h y t h e f a c t t h a t G o d ' s r e b e l l i o u s c h i l d r e n p u t t h e i r
r e l i a n c e u p o n E g y p t i n s t e a d o f f o l l o w i n g t h e c o u n s e l o f J e h o v a h .
T h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h E g y p t " h r e h a d p o l i t i e s a n d h a d r e l i g i o n ;
h u t t h e h a d r e l i g i o n i s t h e r o o t a n d s o u r c e o f t h e o t h e r . S e c o n d ,
t h e L a w o f J e h o v a h i s d i s o b e y e d , a n d t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s d i s a s t r o u s ,
(vss. 8-17) Third, the Mercy of Jehovah is promised to them that
wait upon Him. (vss. 18-26] Finally, the wrath of Jehosah will he
r e v e a l e d i n h i s v i c t o r y o v e r A s s y r i a a n d t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h i s
enemy of God and of God's people, (vss. 27-33)

1 . " W o e I q t h e r e b e l l i o u s c h i l d r e n , s a l ^ t t i J e h o v a h , t h a t t a k e
g Q W n a e l r U O l S L S a i ^ t h a t m a k e a l e a g u e , h u t n o t o f m y S p i r i t ,
t h a t t h e y m a y a d d s i n t o s i n s "

H is tor ica l ly the ch i ld ren o f Is rae l were rebe l l ious . Is . I j2
emphasizes this. Is. 63:10 says "But they rebelled, and grieved
his Holy Sp i r i t . " In Deut . 9 :24 lHoses sa id , "Ye have been rebe l l ious
against Jehovah f rom the day that I knew you." In Ezek ia l Is rae l
is repeatedly called "a rebellious house." In Stephen's address
in Acts 7:51#52 the Jews are referred to as being stiff#necked and
UBcircumcised in heart and ears, always resisting the Holy Spirit.
S u c h r e b e l l i o n i s i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h e i r a t t e m p t t o h i d t h e i r c o u n
sel from Jehovah (18.19:15; 8:19) as did King Saul (l Chron. 10:13,
14) to his own undoing, and in their making a league with a heathen
country l ike Egypt . The A.R.V. margin has the reading "pour out a
dr ink o f fe r ing ! " the Hebrew "pour ou t l iba t ions" wh ich may re fe r
to homage to Egyptian deit ies in connection with the making of the
covenant . Hence s in is added to s in . Rebel l ion against God natur j r
a l ly leads to forsak ing Him for o ther gods, and a l l invdves a gr iev
i n g a n d r e s i s t i n g t h e H o l y S p i r i t .

2 . " T h a t s e t o u t t o . g o d o w n i n t o E g y p t , a n d h a v e n o t a s k e d a t
mSL aaiLtk; ±2. strengthen themselves in the strengtET? SEaroaET^aH
t o t a k e r e f u g e i n t h e s h a d o w o f . _

From the time of the Exodus a return to Egypt was condemned by
Jehovah. (Ex. 13:17) For the follyyof return to Egypt see further:
I s . 2 0 : 5 - 6 ; 3 1 : 1 - 3 ; 3 6 : 6 . J o s h u a 9 : 1 4 t e l l s o f a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n
w h e n t h e C h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l a s k e d n o t a t t h e m o u t h o f J e h o v a h .

3. "Therefore shall the strength of Pl^roah be your shame, and
t h e r e f u g e I n t h e s h a d o w o r E g y p t y o u r c o n f u s i o n .

The result of seeing an unholy alliance is only shame and con
fus ion . On the o ther hand the sc r ip tu re sa i th , "Whosoever be l ieve th
on him shall not be put to shame." (Rom. 10:11)

X . G . A . S m i t h
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4 * " F o r t h e i r p r i n c e s a r e a t Z o a n « a n d t h e i r a m b a s s a d o r s a r e e b m e
id Sanes>

The princes and ambassadors were the Jews of high rank who were
sent to negotiate with the Egyptians. For Zoan see notes on Is. 19:11
The Chaldee renders "Hanes by the word "Tahpanhes". See Jer. 43:7.
This place of royal residence, like Zoan, may have been located in
L o w e r E g y p t i n t h e d e l t a o f t h e E i l e .

5. *fTliey shall all be ashamed because of a people that cannot
yrofit ^em, that are not a help nor prof ft. but a shame, and aliso

The result of their gadding about to secure help from Egypt
would not only be useless, to no profit, but on the contrary.a shameand reproach; "Bad politics and bad religion." Compare chap. 20:5-6;
3 1 : 1 — 3 ; J e r . 2 : 3 6 . '

6. "33^ baaalaa: tfea beasts of the South. Throufdi the land of
S E fi a j t o a s a i i o h e a a ' T S ^ ^ f r T r n T r r ^ ' ^

XiftCZ UzlBS asa^aasdl,. thev carry their rlcheslip^r'lhe
f n t a ^ e a s u r e s u p o h t h p . h r i g m a± t t a B f l n U f t l a a i f i t a u f l a t B s a f i t t S S r ^ i °

that is, the desert tract South of Judab on the
+V. pictures the Journey of the Judean ambassa-e l f aS^asM.^ l i d l n ' ^ beas ts , t he i r cam-

b a r . j g l a a s g ' s y i ^ f s a s

c a l l ® s y m b o l i c n a m e f o r E g y p t , " ic a l l h e r t h e b l u s t e r e r t h a t s i t t e t h s t i l l * t h a t i sageous in talking; cowards in acting""! ' '
s ^ w 2 £ 2 5 ^ i S S a £ S ^ S t a b l e t , a n d i n s c r i b e i tin a book, that it maj ^e foret^^^e^o come for eTef »«>< e?er78'

"^ter having convicted the Jews of manifest unbelief ha?ha?%^^s -J attested and sealed by perSSint recordswas, and how Justly thi ^rd°5uni8hed nation
^ i Z i S S c h i l d r e n , c M l d r e n

ffainB?̂ o?®f̂ «̂ ®?̂ °®i,°̂  the chosen people were their rebellion a-
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1 0 . " T h a t s a y t o t h e s e e r s . S e e n o t ; a n d t o t h e p r o p h e t s .
•prophesy not nnto us right things, spestk unto us smoottn^hings.
prpp^^sy d,Qc^i1^s."

Their despis ing of the Word of Jeho"7ah is here i l lustrated,
and their desire to evade the truth. Compare Acts 4:17; 5:28,'
J o h n 7 : 7 ; 8 : 4 5 ; G a l . 4 : 1 6 .

11 . " G e t y o u o u t o f t h e w a y, t u r n a s i d e p u t o f t h e p a t h , c a u s e
the Holy One of Israel '^o cease from before us."

The fruit of the rebellious heart is not only disregard of the
words of the true prophet, but also a desire that the Holy One of
Israel himself be removed from their sight "Because the mind of the
flesh is enmity against God." (Rom. 8j7a) "Being darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God, because of the ignor-
ance that is in them, because of the hardening of the i r hear t . "
(Eph. 4:18)

1 2 . " W h e r e f o r e
d e s p i s e t h i s w o r d ,
r e l y t h e r e o n . "

s a i t h t h e H o l y O n e o f I s r a e l , B e c a u s e y e
, a n d t r u s t i n o p p r e s s i o n a n d p e r v e r s e n e s s .

Here is a summary statement of Israel's sin, namely, rejection
of the word of God (is. 5:24) and reliance upon and trust in op
pression and perverseness. (Ps. 62:10).

"Perverseness, bent aside, crooked, means a policy which moves
in ar t fu l byways, as wel l as oppress ion, the extor t ion of the sums
of mondy necessary for the war of liberation and the winning of
Egypt's help. (Compare II Kings 15:20)"#^"

13• "Therefore th is in iqu i ty shal l be to you as a breach ready
to fall, swelling out in a high wall. whose"^reaking cometh sudSSnlv
i n a n i n s t a n t . "

" T h e s l i g h t b e g i n n i n g s o f t r a n s g r e s s i o n , i t s i n e v i t a b l e t e n
dency to gravitate more and more from the moral perpendicular, till
a c r i t i ca l po in t i s reached , then the suddenness o f the fina l ca tas
trophe, - are vividly expressed by this magnificent simile. (Com
pare Ps. 62:3)"?^

14. "And ^ shall break it ^ a potter's vessel is broken,
breaking it in pieces without sparing: so that there sEaTT^wvir be

among the pieces there of a sherd where with to take TTreTrom
t h e h e a r t h , o r t o d i p u p w a t e r o u t o f t h e c i s t e r n 7 " ~ — — .

The foregoing verse described the catastrophe as gradual and
yet sudden. This verse by another striking figure describes the
completeness of the catastrophe. The subject of the first ver# ofthe verse is evidently Jehovah. - Con^pare Ps. 2|9.

D e l i t z s c h .
C a m b r i d g e B i b l e .
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B h f t l l l i a £ i 2 ] u : a m y e w o u l d n o t .

The conditions of salvation and strength are here given and the
reason for destruction. "The conditions on'which their safety de
pended, and accepting which they would obtain safety, are returning,
turning round (halting) in their self-chosen way, and rest, restfrom self confident effort; their strength would he shown in quiet
ness, giving up their engrossing anxiety, hustling activity, and in
confidence, confidence, which cleaxes-to Jehovah, and renouncing
self-help, leaves everything to Him. So under Ahaz (7:4) ran the
fundamental pr inciple of the prophet 's pol icy. But from the first
they would- not accept it, nor yet now when the alliance with Egypt
has become an inevitable fact."^'7 Compare Is. 26:3-4; Mt. 23:37;
J o h n 5 : 4 0 .

16. "SHi Za sMd. Njo, for wsj wi l l flee upon horses; therefore
S M I I Z £ f l e e * a a d . f e w i l l r i d e u p o n t h e s j L i f t ; t h e r e f o r e s h a l l '

IMt EiiESue Zou he^^ 8^^
The law, the prophets and the Psalms write in condemning re

liance upon material aid. Compare Deut. 17:16. "Only he shall not
^Itiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egyptto the end that he may multiply horses" etc.; Psalm 33:17 "A horse
is a vain thing for safety; neither doth he deliver any by his great
p o w e r . " S e e a l s o I s 3 1 : 1 , 3 . ^ ^

17. "One thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threeT
a 3 a o u n t a i n . a n d a s a n e n s i g n o n a h i l l . * — ^ —

. description of the punishment for their sin hegun in theforegoing verse is here continued. In a word the enemy shall easily
fli^t. Compare Deut. 32:30. The remnant to he leftshall DO as a beacon and an ensign - a solitary warning. Compare

Z e p h . 3 : 1 2 ; Z e c h . 1 3 : 8 - 9 . - u i - a i r o

18. therefore wil l Jehovah wait, that he w be gracious
unto jau; and therefore will he be ^Ited. that~5e~^yT^lB meinv
HESa for Jehovah is a God of dustice: bTeSsea-a^ aT5-Tbsf^«+
w a i t f o r h i m . " " — —

„ Over against sin and its consequences as described in verses
ZC I' ^ave in verses 18-26 the mercy of Jehovah promised to them"toere sin abounded grace did abound more exp

\ s i m i l a r t u r n i n p r o p h e c y . J ehovah s waiting has a gracious purpose, giving opportunity for re-
pent^ce. Compare Jer. 31:18-20; Hos. 5:15; Hos. 11: 8-9; Johah
fiao 16120; 2 Pet. 3:9, 15. His exal tat ionalso has a gracious purpose. Compare Acts 2:33-39; 5:31.

47. Bel i tzsch
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"22r Jehovah is a God of .mstice," "To make the former statement more plain, we must lay down the principle, that God exercises
moderation in inflicting punishment, because he is inclined to mer
cy. "X? Compare Jer. 10:24-25; Jer. 30:11; Micah 7:18-20. In the
midst of wrath Jehovah remembers mercy. (Hab. 3:2) . Compare^, the
last clause of the verse with Is. 40:31; Ps. 2:12; Ps. 40:1-3; Rom.
8 : 2 5 - 2 8 ; J a m e s 5 : 1 1 .

1 9 . " P o t p e o p l e s h a l l d w e l l i n Z i o n a t J e r u s a l e m : t h o u
weep ^ more; he will surely be graH^s unto tbee at tHe^

voice of t^ cry; when ^ shall hear, he wil l aniwernEEee~

Verses 19-26 enlarge upon the last statement of verse 18, des
cribing some of the blessings of those who wait for Jehovah. Terse19 mentions three in particular: (1) Dwelling in Zion (16. 12:6;
Zeph 3:14-20); (2) Cessation of sorrow (is. 12:36; 36:10; Rev. 7:17);
(3) Answer to prayer (is. 58:9; 65:24; Ps. 50:15; Jer. 29:11-13;Jer. 33:3; Mt. 7:7-11; Mark 11:24).

20. "And though.^the Lord give you the bread of adversity and
t ] ^ w a t e r o f a f fl i c t i o n , y e t s h a l l n o t t h y t e a c h e r s b e h i d d a d ^
m o r e , b u t t h i n e e y e s s h a l l s e e t h y t e a c h e r s : " — — — - a m .

"God would afflict them outeardly, but would not deptive them
of their spiritual privileges; or, there should be a famine of bread,
but not of the word of the Lord (Amos 8:11). The word teachers is
probably a designation or description of the prophets, with par-ticular reference, as some suppose, to their reappearance after a
period of severe persecution or oppression. (See Ezek. 33:22)"^

21. "And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying,
This is t^ way, walk ye in i^ when""ye turn to thFTTght hhnd,
a n d w h e n y e t u r n t o t h e l e r t T ^ — '

Ot^ier blessings promised are the hearing ear and the guidingwordThis word is (!)• invisible. "Thine eyee see thy teachersT
but this IS a teacher outjsi^t, it is thine own conscience, whiibr-'^
^all now by the grace of God be awakened to do its office."®"12)
^18 word is definite, pointing out the right way. {a. 35:8-9; 42:16; Ps 25:8-9; 143:8-10; Prov. 3:5-6; I John 2:20,27. (3) This

-"When ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to
the left." Compare Ps. 32:8; Prov 4:27; Is. 29:24.

22. "An| ^ shall defile the overlaying of thv graven i^geeof silver, and t]te plating of tto molten im^es of goM« tbon ahni't
cgs i Them ^ an unc lean th ing; thou sha l t say unto i t . Set
t h e e h e n c e . " — — —

+ > . « b e s e e n i n t h e d e s e e l a t i o n o f t h e i d o l s ,them away, the renouncing of idolatry - the enemy
Sf-F S OK ^ Kings 23:4-20; 2 Chron. 34:3-7;Beut. 7:25; Rey. 19:20; Ex. 32:2-4,20; Hos. 14:8; Mt. 4:10.

J o h n C a l v i n
A l e x a n d e r
Mat thew Henry
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2 3 . " A n d h e w i l l " g i v e t h e r a i n f o r t h y s e e d ^ w h e r e w i t h t h o u
Shalt sow the ground: and hreadT?^the increase of the ^ound# and
i t s h a l l h e f a t a n d p l e n t e o u s . "

P r o s p e r i t y p r o m i s e d t o Q o d ^ s p e o p l e i s h e r e d e s o r i h e d . J e s u ssaid "But seek ye first his kingdom, and his ri^teousness; and all
these things shall he added unto you." (Mt. 6:33). Compare similar
fi g u r e s f o r s p i r i t u a l p r o s p e r i t y . I s . 4 4 : 3 ; 5 5 : 1 0 - 11 ; 5 8 ; 11 . B o t e
G o d ' s c a r e f o r t h e h e a s t s . C o m p a r e J o n a h 4 : 11 .

24. "The oxen l ikewise and the young asses that t i l l the ground
aavory PrOYendart Hhlsh hath heen winnowed ^?rth th? shovel

a n d w i t h l h a f a i k . "

^e thought of God's care for the heasts is continued here. Compare the promise of Deut. 28:11 and the words of Paul in 1 Cor. 9:9.

^ s h a l l u p o n e v e r y l o f t y m o u n t a i n , a n d u p o n e v e r yMfih hill, hrooks and streams of waters, in the day of the^great
s l a u g h t e r , w h e n t h e t o w e r s f a l l . " — o r

Alexander says of this passage: "There are no sufficient data
in the text itself for any specific and exclusive application. All
that can certainly he gathered from the words is, that a period of
war and carnage should he followed hy one of abundance and prosperity."
Compare Ezek. 34:26; John 7:38; Rev. 22:1. Por a spiritual use of
the figure o f the las t c lause see 2 Cor. 10:4 .

26. "Moreover the light of the moon shall he as the light of the
sunj, and t^ light of ^ sun shall he sevenfold, as tKe liSt o?
seps dfaciL, ^ t^ day that Jehovah hlndeih up the^EuFrof^Tsa n d h e a l e t h t h e s t r o k e o f t h e i r w o u n d . " — — — — . g ■ »

As the previous verse points forward to the destruction of theenemies of God's people this verse foretells hiissings that wouldcome to believers in the true religion. "The beginning of the creation IS light, and its end is li^t. The dartaiess has only come in
n n A t l a s t S o m e s a m o r n i n g , a f t e r w h i c h i t i s? -.5 nere was evening and there was morning. '" l i f t see

1 t 2 1 : 2 3 } 2 2 j 5 . C o m p a r e t h e fi g u r e i nthe last part of the verse with Is. Ij6 and 61jl.
27. "Behold, name of Jehovah cometh from far. burnins with

^ 7® ihick rlsissjB^, Ms lipTSe-full of iSilSg^ion.a n d h i s t o n g u e i s ^ a d e v o u r f i r e . " — — '

While verses 18-26 emphasize the grace of God, verses 27-33 em
phasize His Justice. "The name of Jehovah is Himelf as made known in
revelation, He appears in wrath for judgment upon Assyria, the

Israel. Compare Daniel 7:9; Hahum 1:6; 2 Thess. 2:8; Heh.

28. "And ^ breath is as an overflowing stream, that reaehath '
to 8^ lEe natione with tke sleve~Qf~d^StS7^na.

and a hridPle that oau^gTO Shdll m in tEe 31wr'or"the pedhi^s."
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T h r e e fi g u r e s o f s p e e c h a r e h e r e u s e d t o d e s c r i b e t h e e x e c u t i o n
of Jehovah*s wrath - streajn, sieve, and bri^dle. "The Assyrian army
had been to Judah as an overflowing stream, reaching even to the neck,
( c h . 8 : 7 - 8 ) a n d n o w t h e b r e a t h o f G o d * s w r a t h w i l l b e s o t o i t . H e r e
i s a s i e v e o f v a n i t y , w i t h w h i c h G o d w o u l d s i f t t h e s e n a t i o n s o f w h i c h
the Assyrain army was composed - - - Here is a bridle, which God has
in their jaws, to curb and restrain them from doing the mischief they
would do, and to force and constrain them to serve his purposes
a g a i n s t t h e i r o w n w i l l , c h a p . 1 0 : 7 .

29. "Ye shall have a song as in the ni^t when a holy feast is
kept; and glaaness or heart, asHSinien one goeth with a pipe to come""
m i t o t h e m o u n t a i n o T " J e h o v a h , " To t h e K d c k n o T ^ s r a e l . ' " '

"The prophet borrows his figure from the first Passover-night in
E g y p t , w h e n I s r a e l w a s r e j o i c i n g i n i t s d e l i v e r a n c e i n f u l l c o u r s e o f
accompl i shment , wh i l s t the des t royer raged w i thou t . Jus t as then w i l lbe the song which they will be able to sing when Jehovah holds judgment
on His foes without. The Church is then hidden in its chamber (26:20)
and its joy is like the heart^jfelt joy of those who journey on one of
the great feasts, or in the procession bringing the first-frui ts to
Jerusalem with flute-strains to the mountain of Jehovah to appear be
fore Him, the Rock of Israel."1® See Ex. 12:42; Mt. 26:30; 2 Sam. 23:3,

30. "And Jehovah will cause his glorious voice to be heard, and
will show "EEe llghting'""a[om or his~arm, with the indignation of hJs"
anger, and"^e flame of " i rc revourTng"TTre, w i tHTa b las t , and t impes^,
a n d h a i l s t o n e s . " " '

The wrath of Jehovah is presented under the figure of a storm.
Compare Ps. 29:3-9,* Nahum 1:2-6. Note in this paragraph mention is
made of Jehovah's lips, tongue, breath, voice, a vivid description of
the Theophany.

31. "For through the voice of Jehovah shall the Assyrian bo dis
may^ ; w i tn H is rod w in t i e sm l ten i lm l

I n v e r s e 2 8 t h e . e x e c u t i o n o f J e h o v a h ' s w r a t h i s d e s c r i b e d u i K i e r
the figures o f an overflow ing s t ream, a s ieve , and a b r id le . In ve rses
31-33 i t i s fu r ther descr ibed under the figures o f a rod and s ta ff and
TophetK. God's judgment to fall on Assyria is definitely foretold.
C o m p a r e I s . 1 0 : 2 6 ; 11 : 4 ; M i c a h 5 : 5 - 6 ; I s . 3 7 : 3 2 - 3 8 .

32. "And every stroke of the appointed staff, which Jehovah, shall
lay upon him, shall be with"The sound of tabrets and harps; and inbat t les wi th the brandish ing"^ h is arm wi l l he fl ffi t wi th tH^."^

Jehovah 's v ic to ry over the Assyr ians w i l l be ha i led w i th g rea t joy
and exultation by those who had suffered from the hands of the Assyrian
p o w e r .

"The Assyrian had been himself a rod, in God's hand, for the chas
t e n i n g o f h i s p e o p l e , a n d h a d s m i t t e n t h e m - ( C h . 1 0 : 5 ) . T h a t w a s a
t r a n s i e n t r o d ; b u t a g a i n s t t h e A s s y r i a n s h a l l g o f o r t h a g r o u n d e d s t a f f .

I S . M . H e n r y .
I S . D e l i t z s c h . ^



that shall give a steady blow, shall stick close to him, and strike
home, so as to leave an impression upon him; it is a staff with a
foundation, founded upon the enemies* deserts, and God's determinate
counsel; it is a consumation determined, (Ch. 10:23)"!^

33. "For a Topheth is prepared of old; yea, for the kins it is
made readyTHe"liath madeTf 'deep and"Ta7^; Tfie ^TTe "EKereoT^iT'fTre
and mucEl f foo^ r r W^r i iB i o f " *3^o^ , "Tike a~ lTre im"o f b r ims t^eT^ th
k l n d X T T t T "

Topheth was in the valley of the Son of Hinnom, eouth-east of Jer-
usa lem^where the ch i l d ren o f I s rae l sac r i ficed the i r ch i l d ren to t heidol.Moloch - hence it was a place of abomination unto the Lord, Topheth,
and the more general name Hinnom being applied by the later Jews to
the place of future eternal punishment. "And they have built the
high places of Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom,
to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded
not, neither came it into my mind. Therefore, behold, the days come,saith Jehovah, that it shall no more be called Topheth, nor 'The valley
of the son of Hinnom', but the valley of Slaughter; for they shall
bury in Topheth, till there be no place to bury." (Jer. 7:31-32).

In Josiah's religious reformation he defiled Topheth, which is in
the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or
daughter pass through the fire to Molech. (2 Kings 23:10).

•

"Our Saviour calls the future misery of the daramned Gehenna, in
allusion to the valley of Hinnom, which gives some countenance to the
applying of this to that misery, as also that in the Apocalypse, thatis so often called the lake that burns with fire and briti^tone . . .
God's wrath is the fire, and sinners make themselves fuel to it; and
the breath of the Lord (the power of his anger) kindles it, and will
keep it ever burning. See chap. 66:24."16 compare also Rev. 14:10-11.

Qrace Greater than a l l our S in . 30 :18-22.

Verses 1-17 tell us much of sin and its consequences. Verses 18-22 tell
us much of Grace greater than all our Sin. They tell us of

1 . T h e G o d o f A l l G r a c e .
2 . Some B less ings o f G race .

(a ) Dwe l l ing in Z ion .
(b) Weeping no more.

3 . P r a y e r , a s a m e a n s o f G r a c e .
4. The Word, as a means of Grace.
5 . F a i t h - a g i f t o f G r a c e .

(a ) ^ ra i t i ng .
(b ) Cry ing .
(c) Seeing.
(d) Hear ing.

6. The Way of Grace.
7 . V i c t o r y t h r o u g h G r a c e .

3jSr. Matthew Henry.
1 6 . I b i d .


