, Chap. 13-14:27. The Doom of Babylon.
[

! '~ Chaps. 13-23 contain prophecies concerning heathen nations with which
'Israel had to do. The first one recorded predicts the fall and destruc-
'tion of Babylon. From Genesis to fevelation this city is "in fact or
/8ymbol the enemy of God and the stronghold of darkness." It is the clty
(of Nimrod, Nebuchadnezzar, and Beltshazzar. Buillt on both sides of the
'Buphrates it is said to have been from 12 to 15 miles square, had walls
{87 feet thick and 350 feet high, surrounded by a great ditch always
.filled with water, had 100 gates of solid brass, 25 on each side. "From
'‘the gates there were streets, each 151 feet in width, which ran through
ithe city, so that there were 50 streets in all, cutting each other at

' It was famous for its hanging gardens, one of the seven

,right angles. 4
wonders of the ancient world. 'The city was located in a great fertile
# It reached the zen-

egion and had extensive commerce and manufacture.

th of its fame in the time of nebuchadnezzar who began to reign about
100 years after the death of Isaiah. Cyrus took it by diverting the
waters of the Euphrates, which ran throcugh the midst, and entering by
fhe channel; and the river being never restored to its proper course,
pverflowed the whole country, and made it a morass."
‘ Alexander says we have here "a prophetic picture of the fall of
sebylon considered as a whole, some of the traits being taken from the

First and some from the last stage of the fatal process while others are
indefinite or common to all."

t

| Following the title of the propecy (13:1) there are presented: 1.
'he

mustering of the hosts of Jehovah for the execution of His judgment
'2-5). 2, The coming of the day of Jehovah with all of 1its terras (6-16).
e The working of the instruments of Jehovah, the Medes, in the accom-~
1lishment of his vengeance upon Babylon (17-18). 4. The utter destruc-

idon and desolation of the enemy of Jehovah (19-22), 5. The promise
loncernin

g Israel, a pro.hecy which 13 expanded in &hapters 40-6§ (Chap.
|4:1-3)., 6. The parable against the &ing of Babylon with a briag pro-
hecy of babylon's complete overthrow (4-23). This parable is in the

orm of a taunting song of triumph over Babylong and 1ts fallen monarch,
fominent in which are the dramatic scenes in Hhdes when the king of Baby-
on-enters, and on the battlefleld where the dishonored corpse of the

ing lles unburied. 7. The presentation of God's purpose against As-
yria (verses 24-27).

v
! 13:1. "The burden of Babylon, which Isaish the son of :moz did see."
| "Burden" is from the Hebrew root meaning "to put forth with the
?ice," an utterance, an oracle, a weighty prophecy, commonly carrying
{th 1t the idea of the judicial sentence of Yod. Concerning Babylon
3¢ above introduction. Concerning isaiah see introduction to Isaiah.

1
!

, 2. "Set Ye up an ensign upon the bare mountain, lift up the voice
}gg them, wave the hand, that they may go info the gates of the nobiles."

5 Jehovah is mustering his armies, the order being given to His sub-
icts. ‘The method of gathering His hosts i1s by three signs all favorite
ith Isaiah: (1) the ensign on a bare mountain so as to be seen from afar,
') the lifting up of the voice, (3) the waving of the hand. The people

~be called are the Medes (vs. 17). The hosts are to go to the gates
{ the Babylon nobles.
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3. "I have commended my consecrated ones, yea, I have called my
ighty men Tor mine anger, even my proudly exul%Ing ones, "

A The consecrated ones are those set apart for a special service, those
> be used as God's instruments against Babylon. Note the reference to
yrus in Isalsh 45:1-5, As heroes proudly exulting, the Medes and Per-
lans were to be used to execute God's wrath on Babylon, (See Jer...51:
J-24) and deliver Israel, (See Ezra 7:12-26).

4., "The noise of a multitude in the mountains, as of a great peo-

Lol the noise of a tumult of the Kingdoms of The nafions gathered Togetherl
shoveh o hosts 15 mustering the host Tor The BatEle. ™

Compare Jer, 50:2-3; 51:11.

A vivid picture of the noise of the gathering of the armies of
Yhovah for the destruction of Babylon. Ta the army of Cyrus, besldes

des and .ersiaus, seucynun mentions Armenians and Jeremish sdds other
wions (Jer. 50:9; 51:27).

5. "They come from a far country, from the uttermost part of heaven,

§§ gehovaH, and the weapons of hIs indignation, to destroy the whole
nd . :

"It is the army under the guldance of Jehovah, the God of the hosts
spirits and stars whose wrath it is about to execute on the whole
rth, that is, on the kingdom of the world, for the fall of Babylon 1is
judgment, and it is accomfanied with judgments upon all peoples under
e Babylonian government." Jehovah is the leader of the fight against
8 enemy. (Is. 42:13). From a far country, the remotest point in sight
ey are coming, Jer. 50:3, 9. Jehovah and the weagbns of His wrath,
er, 51:20) to- destroy the whole kingdom., Is. 34:2.

6. MWail %g; for the day of Jehoveh is at hand; as.destruction from
e Almichty shall it Come." -

et

For comment on "day cf Jehovah " see note Bhap. 2:12. Compare verse
34:8; Ezek. 30:3; Amos 5:18; Zeph. 1:7; 2:2-3; Mal. 4:5; Joel 1:15.
mighty (Hebrew Shaddai). See Gen., 17:1; Ex. 6:2. "The outery, wail
» 1s founded on the expression 'the day of Jehovah is near,!' wnich
om the time of Ubadlah and Joel was the watchword of prophecy."2

Z. "Therefore shall all hands be feeble, and every heart of men shall

1lt.

This describes the weakness, helplessness, terror, despalr that will
me to the Babylonians, the bodily and mental effects upon them. (Josh.
5; Ps. 22:14; Jer. 50:43; Job. 4:3). ‘

8, "And they shall be dismayed; pangs and sorrows shall take hold
them; They shall be in pain as & women in travall: they shall look
amazement one at another; their faces shall be faceS of Tlame.™

A vivid description of the distress, pangs, cramps, anguish that
11 suddenly come upon them. At the hand-writing on the wall Belshag-

. Delitzsch.
-Ibid.
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ar's "countenance was changed in him, and his thoughts troubled him;

nd the Joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against
aother.” (Dan. 5:6) Such will be the sudden anguish of many on the
inal judgment day. I Thess. 5:3.

9. "Behold, the day of Jehovah cometh, cruel, with wrath and flerce
and

1ger; to make the 1 a desolation, and to destroy the sinners there-
[ out of TEt." - -

God's justice will be exhibited on the day of Jehovah, that great
1d terrible day, when His wrath and fierce anger will be manifested in
3solation to the land and destruction to t he sinners. See verses 15-

3; Jer. ?:22'.23; 50:40-42; Rev. 18:8, "The wages of sin are death,"
m. 6:23(a). .

10. "For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall
)t give theIr 1Ight; the sun shall be darkened 1n 1Ts going Iorth, and
16 moon ShalT not cause i%s 1Ight to shine."

This i1s a very vivid representation of extreme calamities, the with-
‘awal of light from the earth. Amos says of the day of Jehovah, "It
| darkness and not light" (Amos 5:18). See Is. 24:23; Joel 2:10, 31;
tt. 24:29; Rev. 6:12-14, '

gtthew Henry says in this connection, "They shall be as men in
8tress at sea, when neither sun nor stars appear, Acts 27:20. It shall
+ as dreadful a time with them as it wou.d be with the earth, if all
e heavenly luminaries were turned into darkness; a resemblance of the
y of judgment, when the sun shall be turned into darkness."

11, "And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for
elr iniquitys and I vIIl cause the arrogancy ol the proud to cease,
d will Tay low the haughtIness of the terrible." -

As 1is frequent in Isaiahythe figure of speech 1s changed into liter-

expression. (See 5:7; and 11:9). 1In the purpose of Jehovah the wicked

st be punished, in the accomplishment of which the proud must be
ought low., 4n outstanding sin of Babylon - and of the world for that
tter - was pride. Compare Jer. A :34-38; Rev. 18:2-3; Is. 14:12-16;
n. 5:22-23. A characteristic theme of Isaiah is that the proud must
brought low. <The judgment upon Babylon 1s typical of what will come
on other people and nations for similar sin. See Rev. €haps. 17 and

12, "I will make a man more rare than fine gold, even a man then the
re gold of Ophir.”

The scarcity of men to be left after this judgment is such that one
n will be more rare than finest gold such as the gold of Ophir. (I
158 9:28; Job 28:16; Ps, 45:9). The location of Ophir is a matter of
1jecture, Josephus supposing it to be in the uast Indies, Bruce in
ath africa. Delitzsch considers the gold regions of India most prob-
Le; others Southern Arabia. This verse emphasizes that there would
a great destruction of the men, depopulating the land. Compare simi-
» judgment upon Israel 4:1; 6:11-12.

13. "Therefore I will make the heavens to tremble, and the earth
2ll be shaken out of its

Bl —— A S———— ——————— ——

84



n the day of his fierce anger."

Compare Haggai 2:67 Matt. 24:29, 35; Heb. 12:26-27; Rev. 20:11.
hile there is a sense in which the material universe, the natural world
bove and below, cannot remsain unaffected by the wrath of God, yet the
ain force of this verse is probably figurative, showing the consterna-
lon, confusion and commotion in the minds and affairs of men because of
he judgment of God. "The figure in Isaiah is a strcng one to denote
26 terror of the anger of God against Babylon."3

14. "And it shall come to pass, that as the chased roe, and as

10ep that no man gatheTreth, they shall turn every man to his own people,
id shall fTee every man to Is own land," T ‘

the roe is a timid and swift animal. The scattering of sheep that.
Ve no shepherd is proverbial (Matt., 9:36). 'These figures illustrate
1 flight from Sabylon of forelgners in the city. There were a great
iny there from other nations as merchants, and perhaps as warriors of

10 king of sabylon. This city was a world market, the "shopkeeper!'s
-ty of the merchan#s land." See Is. 47:15.

15. "Every one that is found shall be thrust through; and every omne
.at 1s taken shall Fall by The sword."

Those who do not succeed in escaping from the city shall be indis-
iminstely slain, a wholesale massacre. Jer,. . .50:35-42; 51:4., Those
und in the Sabylon of sin may expect the judgment Babylon received.
nd I heard another voice from heaven saying, Come forth, my people,

.t of her, that ye have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye recelve

t of her plagues: for her sins have reached even unto heaven, and God
th remembered her iniquities.” (Rev. 18:4-5),

16. "Their infants also shall be dashed in pieces before their eyes;
eir houses shall be rifled,” and theiT wives ravished.™ :

Not only would there be flicht, and general massacre, but also hor-
ble mass:cre of infants plundering o .he_ i homes and ravishing of
eir wives. Such atrocities evidently were committed by many of the
des from the north, God overruling them for the execution of His right-
us judgment upon the Empire which had committed the barbarities in

rusalem. (See II Chron. 36:17 and Lam., 5:11) Such judgment is threat-
ed in Ps. 137:8-9. Compare Ps., 76:10.

17. "Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, who shall not
gard silver, and as for gold, they shall nct delight inIE.™

With thls verse the prophecy gives the name of the instruments God
1ld use to conquer Babylon, namely the Medes. See Jer. 51:11 and Dan,

2831, lMedia was an ancient kingdom, east of Assyria, in a most fer-
Le region of Asia.

"As the Medes did not become an independent monarchy till after the
be of this prediction, it affords a striking instance of prophetic fore-
zht. At the date of this prediction they formed a part of the Assyrian
dire, but revolted at the time of the Assyrian invasion of Syria and
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srael. Thelr first king, Dejoces, was elected about 700 years before
hrist. His son, Phraortes, conquered Persia, and the united Medes and
ersians, wlth the ald of the Babylonians, subdued Assyria under the
onduct of Cyaxares I. The conquest of Babylon was effected in the

elgn of Cyaxares II by the Median army, vi;h an auxilary force of 30,000
ersians, under the command of Cyrus, the ng's nephew. 4

The last part of this verse seems to indicate that the Medes had
more thirst for blood than gold" and would not accept bribes or ransoms
0 secure the lives of their enemies. Proverbs 6:34-35. According to

enophon, Cyrus attrybuted to the Medes the characteristic of disregard
or riches.

18. "And their bows shall dash the' young men in pieces; and they

nall have no pify on the frult of the womb; thelr eye shall not spare
hildren." - -

Compare verse 16. The Medes were saild to be especlally skilful in
2e use of the bow. =xtreme cruelty and lack of mercy are shown in the
Laughter of young men, babies and children.

19. "and Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldean's
ride, shell bé as when Uod overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.,™

See introduction to this chapter regarding Babylon. Other appella-
lons of Babylon are "golden city (Is. 14:4), "mistress of kingdoms"
[s. 47:5). Compare Rev. 17:5., From glory and beauty, the Chaldean's
*lde (Dan, 4:30), the city came to complete destruction. Gen. 19:24;
ub. 29:23. <Lthe country of the Chaldeans was locuated near the head of

le Persian Gulf. Their rule over Babylon began with Nabopolassar, the
ither of Nebuchadnezzar.

In view of the historical fact that the destruction of Babylon was
gradual process, first under Cyrus then followed by Darius Hystaspes,
.6xander the Greut, Antigonus, Demetrius, and the Parthians, and the
munding of the citles of Sélencia and Cetesiphon, JeA.Alexander's inteb-
‘etation is that the prophecy here recorded "does not relate to any
le Invasion or attack exclusively, but to the whole process of subﬂec-
.on and decay, so completely carried out through a course of ages.

20, "It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from
neration to generation: nelther shall the Arablan pitch tent there;
:ither shall shepherds maEE_fEEIf_TIEEks‘Eg IIe down there."

Compare Is, 14:23; Jer. 51:37-43; Rev. 18:21-23.

In the liéht of this curse upon Babylon it is significant that
eXxander the Ureat, proposing to make Babylon the metropolis of his em-
re, was stricken to death at the early age of thirty-three, his wish
ver becoming a reality. We are told that at the time of his death

5000 workmen were employed for two months in clearing away the rubbish
om the foundation of the Nimrod Tower.

It is said that modern Arabs, dreading evil spirits and the ghost
' Nimrod, are afraild to spend a night at the site of ancient Babylon.

Alexander.



\ 21. "But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses
r8hall be full of doleful creatures; and ostrliches Shall dwoll there, and
IwIla goats shall dance there,"

A

; (Compare Babylon of the Apocalypse - Rev, 18:2). Verse 20 pictures
tthe ruin of Babylon negatively. It shall be without population and with-
;out domesticated animals. @ethe other hand verses 21-22 present the
.positive picture.

; It shall be a wilderness inhabited by wild beasts,
.Ihe houses of the Babylonimns shall be inhabited by doleful creatures
wlth their strange howls or yells. 1In the place of the babylonian
'there will be the ostrich,

: _ and in the place of the revellings of the
flords and nobles, the dancing of the wild-goats.
r '

. 22. "And wolves shall cry in their castles, and ggdﬂim in the pleasant
;palaceSé and her time is near t0 come, and her days shall not be pro-
‘Longed.

I

L Instead of nobles in the castles t

. here shall be howling creatures,
instead of kings and princes in the palaces, jackals. e are told that
'in the present day the nightly howling and yelling of jackals still
groduces i1ts weilrd disconcerting effect upon the traveller there." A
waste and howling wilderness on the site of Babylon, the great, speaks
in stentorian tones of the truth of scripture prophecy and the certainty
of its fulfilment. ‘

’

! Different explanations have been given of the last part of this verse.
jne is that although the psrophecy of the destruction of Babylon was ut-
tered 174 years before its fall, yet it was intended for the comfort of

*he Jewish exiles who were in Babylon during the 70 years just before

gts fail, and from their view_point the time was near.
' Another suggested interpretation is that 1t may mean that when the
bpointed time for Babylon's fall should come, 1t would certainly take
lace without postponement or delay, See Rev. 18:8.

[}
Y
!

i Chap. 14:1. "For Jehovah will have compassion on vacob, and will yet
hoose Israel, and set them in tTheir own land: and the

sojourner shall
pin himself with them, and They shall cleave to the house of Jacob."
| -

|

This is a prophecy of comfort to Lsrael which is expanded in €hapters
0-66. Through the destruction of sabylon the Jews will be delivered.

he compassion of Jehovah for his people and His choice of them will be
gown in Hls returning them to Palestine after their exile in Babylon,

1 1llustration of the spiritual redemption from iniquities He gives to
41 the true lsrael of God. 1Is. 40:1-2; 44:22; 57:7-8; Jer. 24:7; 29:14;
sek. 36:24-28; ftom 3:24-25. Many o1 ihe ueathen among whom they so journ,

foracing their reliﬁion, as Ruth did that of Naomi, will .return with them
} their own land.

And ma 'y from among the peoples of the land became
ws; for the fear of the Jews was fallen upon them" (Esther 8:17b).
)e also Is.56:6-8; 60:3-5; 66:20; Acts 15:14-17; Eph. 2:12-19. Israel
18 blessed in order to be a blessing to the worid. _ ‘
} 2. "And the people shall take them, .and bring them to their place;
id the house of Israel Shall DPossess ETnem in The 1and of Johovah For
wvants and handmalds; and they shall take Ethem captive whose captives
égy were; and they shall rule over thelr o.pressors,"

{
|
/
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: Cyrus and many of the people of Babylon assisted the Jews in their
sturn from captivity (Ezra 1). See also Is. 49:22; 60:9-12; 61:5. Gen=-
1les would take part in the restoration of the Jews to their own land.
>t only so but the relation of the restored exiles to these foreigners
10 would go with them would be the reverse of what it was 1n Babylon.
1ere the Jews had been the servants and captives. In the restoration

16 house of lsrael would possess their oppressors and rule over them,
2aning evidently not possession and rule by force, "mot by physical, but
7 moral might; the force of love, and regard to Israel's God (Is. 60:
t)".  Yhe apostie Paul said "Through love be servants one to enother'
tal. 5:13b). Many of the Jews in exile in Babylon must have lived

>11 their religion to have exercised such an influence for good over
lelr neighbors, leading numters of them to embrace Jehovah as their God,
id to willingly return as servants and captives to Palestine,

3. "And it shall come to pass in the day that Jehovah shall give thee
)8t _from thy sorrow, and from thy Trouble, and from the hard service
wereln thou wast made to servej"

Jehovah's compassion on Israel, and His choice of them will be man-
‘ested not only in their return, restoration and rule in their own land,
't also in the rest He will give them there after the seventy hard years
" exlle in Babylon. Her warfare, or time of service will be accomplished
8. 40:1). God will give them a reviving. (Ezra 9:8-9). "And Jacob shall

turn, and shall be quiet and at ease, and none shall make him afraid.?
‘er. 30:10; 46:27).

- 4, "That thou shalt take up this parable against the king of Babylon,
d say, How hath the oppressor ceasedl the golden city ceased!™

This is a taunt-song, or song of triumph over the fall of Babylon
ev. 18:20), and one of the finest specimens of Hebrew literature. The
rable may be applied to the whole Babylonian monarchy with particular
ference to Iiebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. Compare Hab, 2:6-12,

"Oppressor™ here denotes "exactor of tribute" and "golden city",
cording to Jewlsh commentators, "exactress:of gold." Compare Dan.
38, "Thou are the head of gold," and Rev. 18:16, "Decked with gold."

5.""Jehovah hath broken the staff of the wicked, the sceptre of the
lers, - e

Jehovah, with Cyrus as his i strument, destroyed the power of the
zked Babylonians, and the im$ﬂ3¥21 power which was centered in their
1g. Jehovah put destrpcticn in the place of Babylonian dominion.

"And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; and
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the in-
ditants of the earth; and none can stay his hand, or say unto him,
it doest thou?"

6. "That smote the peoples in wrath with a continual stroke, that

Led the nations In anger, with a persecution that none restralned.™

The Babylonien imperial monarch who was a tyrant continually smiting
> peoples (II Chron. 36:17) in turn was smitten and  subjugated to the
light of others who did not interfere with his downfall, No one could
1y Jehovah's hand in His purpose to destroy Babylon. Is, 46:11.



7. "The whole earth is at rest, and is guiet: they break forth into
inging."

The fall of the king of Babylon means rest and quiet among the na-
lons which he had so cruelly oppressed. Deliverance from his yoke is
n1e occasion of great joy in the earth. Ps. 126:3; Prov. 11l:10; Jer.

8. "Yea, the fir-trees rejolce at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon,
aying, Since thou art Iaid Tow, no hewer 1s come up against us."

Not only the earth and 1ts inhabitants rejolce at the overthrow of
¢ imperial kingdom of Babj lon, but nature also. The trees of Lebanon
*e represented as rejoicing, and givinghtterance to the reason for their

)Y Since the king of Babylon is laid low they are not laid low. Com-
ire Is, 55:12,

9. "Sheol from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming;
stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth;
hath ralsed up from their thrones all the kings of the natlons.™

The region or abode of the dead is dramatically represented as be-
1g excited at the approach of the king of Babylon, and of stirring up
1e dead, or "the shades", Hebrew, Rephaim, even the leaders (Heb., he-
ats, Jer. 50:8) to meet him. Compare Ezek. 32:18-32.

10. "All they shall answer and say unto thee, Art thou also become
ak as we art %hou become like unto us?”

Here the shades express their astonishment and amazement that one
10 had been so exalted upon earth should be brought so low and become
ke unto themselves in Sheol. Compare Luke 16:20-23.

11. "Thy pomp is broucht down to Sheol, and the noise of thy viols;
le worm 18 spread under thee, and worms cover thee." ~

See Dan. 5:1-4, 25-30, for illustration of this verse. In the place
' the artistic, luxurious Babylonian couches and coverings to which the
ng was accustomed he has nothing but worms -- "Nothing but worms over
m and worms under him, worms his bed and worms his bed-clothes."d

12, "How art thou fallen from hcaven, O day-star, son of the morning!
w art thou .cut down to the ground, that dIdsSt lay low the nationsl"

Two figures of speech are here used to describe the fall of the king,
rst he 1s addressed as the dav-star fallen from heaven. Some of the
urch fathers applied this to the fall of Satan, considering Luke 10:18

the explanation. Hence the name Lucifer, or day-star was applied to
e Devil, The second pzsrt of the verse compares the king to a tree that

s been cut down to the §round. S0 is fallen and laid low the king who
earthly glory and magnificence oppressed and subjugated the nations.
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13. "And thou saidst in thy hears, i will ascend into heaven, I
L1l exalt my throne above the stars of God; and I will sit upon the
yunt of congregation, in the ufifermost parts 22 the north."

It was the purpose of the king to be supreme not.only on the earth,
1t even in heaven, to he equal with God himself. One interpretation
' the last clause of this verse is that it l1s an allusion to a hill in
’rusalem where God had agreed to meet His people (Ex. 25:22; 29:42-43)
\d that the king proposed to insult God by erecting his throne there.
lother interpretation, probably the correct one, is that it is a mytho-
'glcal allusion of the heathen king to a fabulus mountain in the north
lere the gods were believed to dwell, that the meaning of the clause is,

. will take my seat among or above the gods upon their holy mountain,

14. "I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make
'self like the liost High." - .

The apostle Paul may have had this verse in mind when he wrg&e that
rlkingly similar passage regarding the man of sin in II Thess. A
le that opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is calle®’God

that is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting
mself forth as God,"

There is put into the mouth of the king of Babylon arrogance, pride,
1f-deification. Compare the spirit of Sennacherib as revealed in Is.
$23-24, and the Jrince of Tyre, Ezek. 28:2.

15. "Yet thou shalt be brought down to Sheol, to the uttermost parts
“the pit." - - -

Compare the doom of this king with that of the prince of Tyre, Ezek.
:8-9; the city of Capernaum, Luke 10:15; Herod the king, Acts 12:22-23.
he pit 1s a synonym for Sheol and the uttermost parts of the pit are
s inmost recesses, the most dismal part of a land of darkness,"6

16. "They that see thee shall gaze at thee, they shall consider thee,

ing, I§'fﬁ§s the man that mdde the eaTth to treﬁﬁ%e, tThat did shake
ngdoms

The scene 1s now changed from Hades ‘to the battle-field, where the
rpse of the dead king is unburied. Those who see it as they gaze upon
is spectacle are astonished to see the man who had moved kingdoms at
8 bidding now deprived of decent burial,

17. "That made the world as & wilderness, and overthrew the cities
ereof; that let not loose his prisoners to their home 7 "

This 1s the king that caused waste and desolation to the land and
acticed such cruelty in not releasing his prisoners.

18. "And all the kings of the nations, all of them, sZeep in glory ,
ery one In his own house.'

S " S R T D N MR G ST R D Cm D S S S e D . D G O wm T S G TS G WS T s Sw S G Gm G T e G S N G G G GRS e S e G e Y e G . S G TE) WD G e G RO S e

Skinner.



91

The kings of the oriental nations have had magnificent tombs and
usoleums, in some instances much more attention being given to the
vellings of the dead than of the living. The pyramids of Egypt, the
irial place of the Pharoahs, stand today as one of the seven wonders
 the anclent world. Their bodies were embalmed with a fine art un-
own to the modern world. To this day ancient tombs of the kings
iy be seen in the vicinity of .the city of Jerusalem.

19, "But thou art cast forth away from thy sepulchre like an abom-
1able branch, clothed with the slaln that ere thrust Lhrough wlith the

jord, that go down to the stones ol the pit; as a dead body trodden
ider foot."' — - ‘_

——

In contrast to the splendid, honorable burial of other kings the

)4y of the king of Babylon is cast out in the highest disgrace like a
leless sucker from a tree thrown away by the husbandman. His body is
'wvered with the bodies of the slain, or with the bloody, dirty garments
" the slain, who had been pierced with the syord. Others slain may have
'en put in sepulchres, or hastily buried by the casting of stones upon
lelr corpses, but the king of Babylon does not have even such a burial
) this. His carcass lies unburied, expmsed, to be trodden under foot

' man., Compare II Kings 9:34-36,

20, "Thou shalt not be Joined with them in burial, because thou
.8t destroyed Thy land, Thou hast Slaln thy people; the seed of evil-
ers shall not be:nemed Foreter."

He cannot have a splendid burial like other kings, nor. even any
nd of burial, because he has caused the destruction, not only of other
nds but of his own land; and the murder not only of other peoples, but
his own people. The effect of such sin is that a curse shall be
on his posterlty. His dynasty is doomed. Ps. 37:28.

21. "Prepare ye slaughter for his children, for the iniquity of
eir fathers, that they rise not up, and possSess The earth, and f1Il the
ce of the world with citfes.™ ~— :

These words are addressed to the lMedes orobably, calling upon them
instruments to carry into effect the curse pronounced in verse 20b.
e dynasty of the king of Babylon must be cut off that such tyrants
t again possess and rule the earth. See Hab, 2:8-12.

22. "And I will rise up against them, saith Jehovah of hosts, and
g off £rom Babylon name and remmant, and son and son's son, salth
ovah,

In this dramatic chapter on the fall of Babylon may be heard not
ly the voices of the triumphant Jews, the astonished dead, and the
ithful prophet, but in the climactic epilogue of verses 22-23 the 7
rect words of the Yod of justice. In the last analysis it 4is not only
e Medes as instruments, but Jehovah cf hosts himself who will cut off
® posterity of Babylon. Name, remmsnt, son and son's son emphasize
8 completeness of the overthrow. See Jer. 51:56-57; 62-64.

"The agreement of the prophecy with history is argued from the facts,
at none of the ancient royal family of Babylon ever regained a throne,
1 that no Babylonlan empire ever rose after the destruction of the
rst, Alexander the Great's ppoject of restoring it having been defeated
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by his death."7

23. "I will also make it & possession for the poreupine, and pools
,0f water; and I will sweep 1t with the besom of destruction, salth Jehovah
‘of hosts." - — —
I Solitary animals will take the place of the population (Is. 13:21-
128; Jer. 50:39-40; Rev. 18:2), and pools of water the palaces of the
;princes, (Jer. 51:42-43). This probably began when Cyrus diverted the
‘waters of the Euphrates in the conquest of Babylon. When the dykes and
.canals were not kept in repair the Euphrates overflowed Babylon.

Once more the completeness of the destruction is set forth when

dehovah says that he will sweep it with the broom of destruction. dJer.
51:25-26; Rev. 18:21,

)
¢

24. YJehcvah of hosts hath sworn,

saying, Surely, as I have thought,
o shall it come §§—pass' and as I have purpose s SO shall it stand.”

N -

Verses 24-27 give us a short pronhecy of the destruction of the As-
gByrlan power. Compare Is, 10:5-34. Jer. 50:18 seems to give us the
ponnection between this fragment and the prophecy just given concerning
3abylon. "Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, as

L have punished the king of Assyria." The former has just been told
nost vividly. <The latter is now presented. ‘he destruction of Babylon
jas to be in the distant future, nearly 20C years from the time of the
?rophecy, while that of the Assyria power in the near future, even in
;8aiah's life time, the latter event being well called by one interpreter
/the precurser and guarantee of the other." Alexander suggests that
ierses 24-27 are an appendix or conclusion to the prochecy concerning
jabylon.

; To bring consolation to the Jews, Jenovah interposes with an oath

hphasizing the certainty that what he had purposed would come to pass.,
8. 110:4; Heb., 6:17-18. ’ .

i Contrast in this verse Jenovah's thought and the Assyrian's thoughts-
2 10:7. Compare Is., 55:8-~9; 1Is. 46:10-11; Prov. 19:21; Acts 4:28,

i 25. "That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains

read him under foot; Then shall Ris yoke depart Irom off them, and his
irden depart Ifrom off Theil sShoulders

f Jehovah's purpose that shall stand is definitely stated in this

)rse, namely that he will destroy the Assyrian power in Canaan. It was
bre that the hosts of Sennacherib were overthrown. See Is. 10:12, 16-19,
}=34; 30:31l; 31:8; 37:7, 36=38; 10:24-27.

; 26, "This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth; and
s 1s the hand that Is stretched out upon all the nations."

The purpose of Jehovah not only affects Assyria, but all the nations

; the world. "The same hand of power and justice that is now to be
/

v Alexander.
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stretched out against the Assyrian for invadlng the people of God shall

|be stretched out upon all the nations that do likewise."8

5 27. "For Johovéh of hosts hath urposed, and who shall annul it?
'and his hend is é%retched out, and who shall turn It backi"

Jehovah's purpose is not only certain, definite, universal, but al-
0 irresistible. HNo one can disannul it or turn it back. Compare Is,
3:13; Dan, 4:35; Rom. 8:28, 31.

T~ o

The fundamental truth here expressed has comforted God's people,

t
i
}not only in the Babylonian captivity, but in the oppressions, calamities,
rand persecutions throughout the ages.

Doctrinal,

| "God from all eternity did by the most wise and holy counsel of his
wn will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass; yet
S0 as thereby neither is God the author of sin; nor is violence offered

‘to' the will of the creatures, .nor is the libertg or contingency of sec~
bnd causes taken away, but rather established."

i

3. Matthew Henry Commentary.

). Westminster Confession of Faith, Chap. 3. Sec. I.
{

e ———
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Chap. 14:28-32, Oracle Concerning Philistia.

This prophecy is like the preceding in that its design is to bring
omfort to the Jews concerning their enemy. It is in the form of com-
ands to Philistia with reasons therefor; contrast between the future
[ God's people and the Philistines; and a conclusion expressing con-

ldence in Jehovah, given in the form of an snswer to the messengers
f the nation.

28. "In the year the King Ahaz died was this burden."

This dates the prophecy about 726 B.C. Hezekish began to reign

‘ter the death of Ahaz. Tiglath-~pileser, king of Assyria died about
11s time.

29. "Rejolce not, 0 Philistia, all of thee, because the rod that
lote thee 1s broken; for out of the Serpent's root shall come ToTEh
. adder, and his Trui® shall be a Iiery Ilying serpent.”

"The Philistines are spoken of above in chap. 9:12; 11:14, and
wroughout the historical books of the 01d Testament, as the hereditary
lemies of Israel. They are subdued by David (II Sam. 5:17-25; 21:15),
d still paid tribute in the reign of Jehoshaphat (II Chron. 17:11),

.t rebelled against Jehoram (II Chron. 21:16,17), were again subdued
" Uzziah (II Chron. 26:6)f and again shook off the yoke in the reign
" Ahaz (II Chron. 28:18)."l fThere are two different interpretations of
e rod referred to here. une is that it means the Assyrian power, the
pressor of Fhilistla. In that case the reference may be to the death
Tiglath-pileser, and the adder and fiery flying serpent to the kings
Assyria, perhaps Sargon and Sennacherib., The other interpretation,
ich we prefer, is that the rod refers to the sceptre of the Davidic
ngdom. The Philistines had rejoiced at the death of Uzziah, and may
ve considered him as a biting serpent (II Chron. 26:6). Their joy had
creased when they shook off the yoke in the reign of Ahaz. However,
the year of the death 'of Ahagz they are told not to rejoice at the
parent break in the power of Judah for this enemy would become even
re dangerous. If the serpent means Uzziah, then it is natural to con-
der the adder as referlng to Hezekiah (IT Kings 18:8). Some suggest
at that fiery flying serpent is a reference to the Messiah who would

ecute t?e divine curse upon Philistia, (See Delitzsch on Isaiah, Vol.
p. 317).

30. "And the first-born of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall

® down in safetyy and I wlill xTIT thy root with famine, and thy remnant
alT be sIalnm." -

The future condition of the Jews and the Philistines is contrasted.
> former shall have food, even the poorest of them, while the latter

L1 have famine; the former shall be safe, the latter shall be slain.
2} Jer. Chap. 47; Amos 1:6-8.

Alexander.
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ST 31, "Howl, O ggte; cry O city; thou art melted away, O Philistia,
- all of thee; for there cometha smoke out of the north, and there Eg

.no straggier in Eig ranks, "
tine

_ The Pnilis 8 are commanded to rejoice not (vs. 29); on the other

}hand to cry out in lamentation (vs. 31) because of the approach of the
enemy from the north. 'This devastating army may refer to their Jew-

fish enemy, who lived north and east of them, or it may be the Assyrian

enemy as the instrument of judgment on rhilistia. R. V. Margin reads

, the last clause, "None standeth aloof at his appointed times."

T

Jehovah hath founded Zion, and In her shall the afflIcted of his people

i 32. "what then shall one answer the messengers of the nation? That
: take refuge.”

{ The conclusion is that Jehovah has founded Zion (Ps. 87:1,5; 102:16;

}Matt. 16:18) and in her will protect His afflicted people. (Is. 4:6; Zeph.
5:12; James 2:5). This being true the enemy of Jehovah has no reason
'to re joice, and the child of God has every reason to be comforted.

f
t

j " Jesus said, "And upon this rock I will build my church; and the
igates of Hades shall not prevail against it."
|

|
t
{
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Chaps. 15-16. Oracle Concerning Moab.

There is marked resemblance between this oracle and the one found
1 Jer. 48. It tells (1) of the consternation$ and calamity in the
and of koab, chap. 15:1-9; (2) A condition of safety for the Moabites
3 set forth, namely, allegiance to the kingdom of Judah, chap. 16:1-5;
3) The cause of theilr condition is pride and arrogancy, and the con-
3quences, devastation and confusion in Moab, 16:6-12; (4) The conclu-
Ing paragraph is of the nature of an epilogue and deals with the date

o

; t%e prediction, verses 13-14,

15:1. "The burden of Moab. For in a night Ar of loab is laid

iste, and brought to noughti Tor In a night Kir of Noab Is Iaid waste,
id brought to nought.™ - = - —

For "burden" see notgon Chap. 13:1.

For origin of Moabltes see Gen. 19:31-37. "The Moabites inhebited
10 elevated land east of the Dead Sea, and though a people related by
.0od to Israel, the mutual rel=utions of the two nations were hostile
‘om the time of Saul onwards. Saul fought against them (I Sam. 14:47)
}d David overcame them (II Sam. 8:2). Ahab oppressed them and exacted
*ibute (II Kings 3:4, confirmed by king Mesha of Moab in the inscription
lown as the Moabite Stone); but after his death the Moabites threw off
e Isruelite yoke (II Kings 1l:1; 3:5, Moabite Stone), and Jehoram's
*fort? Eg maintain his authcrity over them were ineffectual (II Kings
6-27 )

Ar, originally meaning city, was the capital city of Moab, located
. the south side of the Arnon (Num. 22:36). Kir, originally meaning
11, was the chief or only fortress of Moab, located south-east of Aar,

The oracle announces the catastrophe ceme upon these two chief
tles of Mogab.

2. "They are gone to sayith, and to Dibon, to the high places, to
ep: lioah waiTeth over Nebo, and over Ledeba, on all their heads 1s
IdnesSs, eVery beard Is cut Off." -

Because of tge catastrophe there becomes idolatrous lamentation
tended by d%ﬁﬁaaiﬁa signs of mourning. Bayith in R.V.Margin is "temple”.
bon is a place a few miies north of the Arnon, where the Moabite Stone
8 found. The first clause in R, V. Margin reads "Bayith and Dibon
e gone up to the high places." Nebo, the name of & mountain and also

a town nearby, lay east of the mouth of the Jordan (Num. 32:38; Deut.
:1). Both Nebo and Medeba, a short distance to the south-east, are
nticned on the Moablte Stone. "According to Jerome, there was an
age of Kemosh in Nebo; and among the ruins of Medeba, Seetzen recog-
zed the foundations walls of a peculiar temple."2

3. "In their streets they gird themselves with sackcloth; on their

usetops, rand in their broad places, every one walleth, weeping abun-
ntly." '

Duimelow Cormentary.
Delitzsch.
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In addition to baldness and cutting off of the beard as signs of
ourning, there is added the wearing of sackcloth, a mourning dress;
lso worn in humilhtion and fasting. Compare Jer. 48:37-39. At home

nd publicly there is general lamentation. "Weeping abundantly"’ means
iterally "going down in weeping."

4. "ind Heshbon crieth out, and Elealeh; their voice is heard even

nto Jahaz; therefore the armed men oT loab cry aloud; his soul trem-
Teth within hig." — -

Heshbon was a royal city of the Amorites (Num. 21:26) 20 miles east
f the Jordan, later a city of Israel (Num. 21:26) and at the time of
his prophecy a city of the Moabites. Elealeh was near by. Jahaz was
he place Slhon was defeated in the time of Moses. (Deut. 2:32-33),
nese citles are represented as joining in the national lamentation,

lso even the military men. ‘The soul of MNoab trembles, so great is
1e distress.,

5. "My heart crieth out for lioab; her nobles flee unto Zoar, to
zlath-shelishiyan: for by the ascent of Luhlth with weeplng they g§
0;_Ior In the way of Horonalm They raise up a ery of destruction.

The comparison of the prophet himself for suffering Moab 1is here
zpressed; _ '

Zoar was one of the cities of the plain, near the south-east cor-
’r of the Dead Sea, especialily known in connection with the history of
t¢. (Gen. 13:10; 19:22) R, V. Margin reads "to Eglath-shelishiyah"
18 a heifer three years o0ld," that is, unbroken or unsubdued; but
16 preferred reading makes 1t a proper name of a place. Luhith and

ronaim were also in southern Moab, the région to which the distressed
ybles or fugitives flee.

6. "For the waters of Nimrim shall be desolate; for the grass is
.thered away, the tender grass falleth, there Is no green thing."

Nimrim, meaning "limpid waters,” is in the northern part of Moab.
'en here 1s desolation. 4ccording to II Kings 3:19, 25 the enemy had
;opped the waters at the source., Here then is the reason for the
ight to the South.

7. "Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and that which they
wve laid up, shall they carry away over the brook of the willows.”

- The brook of the willows was evidently in the extreme south, and
i generally identified with the brook Tered, the boundary between
iab and Edom., The probable meaning of this verse is that because of
16 desolation caused by the enemy in Moab the fugltives have taken
lelr possessicns out of the country intoc the land of Edom for safety.

8. "For the cry is gone round about the borders of lioab; the wall-
.g thereof unto Eg%é?ﬁ, and the walling tThereof unto Beer-elim."

Eglaim was grobably near the south end of the Dead Sea and Beer-
im, literally "the well of the princes," in the north-east of the
nd of iioab. The lamentation, therefore, was from one end of the
nd to the ather.



9. "For the waters of Dimon are full of blood; for I will bring yet
iore upon Dimon, a Iion uUjon them of Hoab that escape, and upon the
‘emnant or the land.™

Dimon is probably Dibon of verse- 2, and the waters of Dimon the
rnon. Llon may be taken literally, II Kings 17:25, or it may be under-
'tood figuratively as representing the invader. One interpreter thinks
t refers to the Assyrian power, another to Judah. The judgment of
od will brinp additional calamities upon Moab.

Chap. 16:1. "Send ye the lambs for the ruler of the land from Selsah
O the wilderness, unto the mount of the daughter of ZIon.™

A condition of safety to the lioabites was allegiance to the house
T David as heretofore. David had conquered Moeb (II Sam. 8:2) "And
he Moabltes peca..e servants to David, and brought tribute." Later the
ribute of Moab to Israel was from their lambs and rams. II Kings 3:4.
ccording to II Kings 14:7 Amazish, king of Judah, took Sela by war.
ela may be identical with Petra, the renowned ancient capital of Edom.
he meaning of this verse then, as concisely put by Barnes, is: "Pay
he accustomed’ tribute to the Jews. Continue to seek thelr protection,
nd acknowledge your subjection to them, and you shall be safe. They
111 yleld you protection, and these threatened judgments willl not come
pon you. But refuse, or withhold this, and you will be overthrown."

2. "For it shall be that, as wandering birds, as a scattered nest,
> shall tThe Jaughters of Woab be at the fords of the Arnon."

Unless they seek safety according to verse one, they will be timid,
meless, wandering, in their flisht and suffering at the border of Moab.,

3. "Give counsel, execute justice; make thy shade as the night in -
1e midst oi the noonday; hide the outcasts; betr&y not the fugitive.

One group of interpreters understands these words to be addressed
) the Moabites, calling uvon them to be kind to the Jews, protect and
lelter any fugitive Jews who would come to Moab. Do this in addition
' 8ending tribute to Judah. Another group of interpreters considers
lese words to be an appeal of the Moabites to the Jews, begging them
' glve the outcast Moabites shelter and protection in the land of Judah,
d rellef from their distress. The context describing as it does the

vastation of Moab, seems to favor the second interpretation. Compare
. 56:8,

4, "Let mine outcasts dwell with thee; as for Moab, be thou & comn-
rt to him from the face of the destroyer.' —  —  — a

The first group of interpreters referred to above considers the
ference here to the outcasts of the Jews, the second understanding it
mean the outcasts of Moab, The first clause of the verse is rendered
many ancient versions "Let the outcasts of lioab dwell with thee."

The last part of verse 4 and verse 5 give the reason for seeking
fety and protection in Zion (or for Zion, as the case may be). 1In
rse four the negative side is given, namely, the end of extortion,

struction, and oppression. This probably refers to the. Assyrian op-
ession, _
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.5, "And a throne shall be established in lovingkindness; and one
hall sit thereon In truth, In The tent of David, judging, and Seeking
ustice, and swift to do righteousness."

In contrast to the imperial power of the world characterized by
xtortion, destruction and oppression, the Davidic Kingdom shall be char-
cterized by lovingkindness, truth, justice, and righteousness. Com-
are II Sam. 7:16; Is. 9:6~7; Jer. 23:5-6; Amos 9:11; Luke 1:31-33;
cts 15:15-17; Ps., 72:2-4,

6._fyg have heard of the pride of Moab, that he is very proud; even
 his arrogancy, and his pride, and his wrath; His boastings are nought."

The interpreters who consider the preceding verses addressed to lioab
y Judah understand this verse "as a reason for believing that he will
>t follow the advice just given." Those who regard the preceding verses
3 words of the Moabitish fugitives addressed to Judah, explain this verse
18 a reason for rejecting their petition." '

This verse emphasizes the sin of licab, and the following verses
1e consequences of such sin. The sin of pride, accompanied by wrath,
3 wrltten largely over Koab. Jer. 48:42,

7. "Therefore shall Moab wail for Moab, every one shall wail; for
16 raisin-cakes of Rir-hareseth shall ye mourn, utterly stricken."

The result of sin is misery; a general lamentation in Moab. Compare .
5:2-5. Kir-hareseth means "a citadel of brick;" it is probably the same
lace as Kir (15:1) and Kir-heres (16:1l). The vineyards would be deso-
ite. :

8."For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah; the
)rds 60I the nations have broken down Ghe choiCe branches thereof, which
>ached even unto Jazer, which wandered into the wllderness; 1tsS Shoots
e spread abroad, they passed over the sea."

For Heshbon see note on 15:4, Sibmah was near to Heshbon, and
1zer about 15 miles north-east of Heshbon. The lords of the nations
1y have been the Assyrian invaders.

The famous vine of Sibmah was extensively cultivated in Moab, and
18 noted for luxuriance and fertility, yet even this wine-land lan-
1l shes in the general devastation,

9. "Therefore I will weep wlth the weeping of Jazer for the vine
\Sibmah; I will water thee with my tears, O Heshbou, and Elealeh:
yrjupon thy harvest the battle shout 1s fallen.”

In verses 9-1l1l is seen the sympathy of the proshet for the distressed
jople of Moeab, who have no merry shout in their midst. Compare 15:5.
)» Heshbon and bklealeh see note on 15:4.,

10. "And gladness is taken away, and i%g out of the frultful_ field;
1d in the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither joyrul noise;

> treader shall tread out wine in the presses; I have made the vintage
out to cease." — ‘

There is no fruit in the flelds and vineyards, and no wlne in the
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resses. In such desolation is the absence of gladness, joy, singing,

nd the joyful noise and shout which commonly characterize a rich and
ountiful harvest and vintage.

'11. "Wherefore my heart soundeth like a harp for Moab, and mine
nwaerd parts for Kir-heres.” -

In this verse and in verse 9 and 15:5 Calvin thinks the prophet
ssumes the character of a Moabite bewailling the calamities of HMoab.
owever, a common interpretation of these passages which we prefer is
hat they express the writer's deep compassion for the distress of
oab., Compare Hos. 11:8; Phil. 2:1. "As the hand or plectrum moves
he strings of the harp so that they vibrate with sound, so does the
errible thing which he presents Jehovsh as saying concerning Moab
ove the strings of his inward parts, so that they sound in tones of
sep paln, Oy the entrails are specially meant heart, liver, and
ldneys, the noblest organs of the Psche - which, according to the Bib-
lcal idea, are the seat of the tenderest emoticns, as it were the
>unding-board of those hidden sounds to be found in every man,"d

12. "And it shall come EQ pass, when Moab presenteth himself,
nen he wearieth himsell upon the high place, and shall come to his

anctuary to pray, thet he shaell not prevall."

Jerome says this 1s the final misery - the impotence of their idols,
1d they do not know the trué and living God. Chemosh was their chief
3ity, I Kings 11:7; Jer. 48:7, 35, 46; Ps, 115:3-7. The Moabites are’

3 helpless and desperate as the priests of Baal on Mt. Carmel. See
Kings 18:26-29.

13, 9This'1§ the word that Jehovah spake concerning Moab in time past.”

The doom of Hoab just uttered, Jehovah himself had revealed to Isaiah
1 time past. , - '

14. "But now Jehovah hath spoken, saying, Within three years, as
1 years of & Mirellng, the glory of Moab sﬁall be brought into contempt,
[th all nis great multitude; and the Temnant shall be very small and
“no account. -

But now in addition to the prophecy just proclaimed Jehoveh has
:vealed the definite date when 1t will be fulfilled. Just as the years
> & hireling are definitely stipulated, so within three years, all in
dch Moab gloried shall come to nought. (Jer. 9:23) -

This prophecy found its fulfilment probably in the Assyrian inva- _
.ons elther under Shalmaneser or Sennacherib, and the prophecy of Jere-
.ah chap. 48 under Nebuzhadnezzar. (Jer. 48:46-4%7)

The Compassion of the Prophet.

See notes on 15:5 and 16:9-11l, especially verse 1ll.

Delitzsch says "There 1s no prophecy in the Book of Isaiah in which
le heart of the prophet is so painfully moved by what his spirit beholds
1d hls mouth must prophesy."
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Compare the compassion of Paul, Rom. 9:1-3. Compare the compassion
L Jesus, Luke 19:41-44; Matt. 23:37-38; 9:36; 14#14; 15:32; 20:34; Mk,
34l; 6:34; 8:2; Luke 7:13; 10:33, '
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Chap. 17. Judgment on Damascus, Israel and "Maeny Peoples.”

\ The destruction awaiting the enemies of Judah continues before the
ophet's eye. Chronologically this chapter would probably come imme-

ixtely after cnapter 9. Syria and Israel are here connected because\
f Yheir alliance against Judah., Is. 7:1-2; 7:16; 8:4.

1. The ruin of Damascus is first foretold jn verse one, that
f citles of Aroer in verse 2, that of both Syria Israel in verse 3,
nd particularly that of Israel in verses 4 and 5.

3. In a repitition of and ehlargement upon the prophecy 6f »uiln
s.glven the.reason thérefor, namely, their forgetfulness of God and
urning unto idolatry. 9-11.

) 4. Finally is given a prediction of God's rebuke of the roaring
1d rushing nations, and the result; a passage evidently referring to
1e discomfiture of the Assyrian hosts of Sennacherib.

17:1. "The burden of Damascus. Behold Damascus is taken away from
2ing a city, and It shall be & ruinous heap.™

For "burden" see note on chap. 13:1.

’earl of the East.' It is to the Mohammedan the earthly reflection

" paradise. The chief cause of its beauty and fertility is the abun
mce of water, which calls forth a most luxuriant vegetation roundxfﬁe
Lty, and makes it a blooming oasis in the midst of a waste desert."l

"Damascus is called by the Arabs 'the Eye of the Desert! and theq/dz&odé'

The ruin here foretold is commonly understood to have taken place
ider Tiglath-pileser during the reign of king 4haz, II Kings 16:9.
e Is, 7:8. The overthrow of Damascus is an incident in connection
.th the fall of Israel which is enlarged upon in the following verses,

2. "The cities of Aroer are forsaken; they shall be for flocks, which
12all lie down, and none shall make them afraid.T

Of the three Arcers mentioned in the Bible (I Sam. 30:28; Josh. 12:2;
12165 Josh. 13:25; Num. 32:34) this one is thought to be the one east
- the Jordan belonging to the Kingdom of Israel (Josh. 13:25). One
ew 18 that these cities of Arocer were under the jurisdiction of Damas-

8. It 1s foretold that this section will be depopulated, becoming
1y a place for flocks to pasture. ’

3. "And the fortress shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom of
mescus, and the remnant of Syria; they shall be as The glory of the
ildren of IsTael, salth Jehovah of hosts.

7:8, 16; 8:4,



Since Ephraim was the largest of the ten tribes it is here spoken
f as representing Northern Israel. Ephraim's ruin is enlarged upon
articularly by the prophet Hosea. See Hos. 3:4; 9:16-17., The Chal-
ee reads here "And the dominion shall cease from Ephraim, and the king-
om of Damascus." Just as all in which Israel gloried, that which con-

tituted her greatness would pass away, so would that of Syria. Hos.
t1l.

4. "And it shall come to pass in that day, that the glory of Jacob
hall be made thin, and the fatness of his Tlesh shall wax lean."

The glory of Israel will diminish like the flesh of a person waxes
ean through sickness, and the body becomes emaciated. Chaldee:"The
iches of his glory shall be removed."

"The word glory here denotes dignlty, power: - that on which they
elied, and of which they boasted."

5. "And i1t shall be as when the harvestman gatheteth .the standing

rain, and his arm reapeth the ears; yea, 1t shall De &s when one gloan-
Eh ears In the valley of idephalm.” - -

The calamities to come upon Ephraim are not only compared to a wast-
1g sickness, but also to the reaping of the grain from the fields. "The
orn 1s the glory of the fields; (Ps., 65:13) but when it is reaped and
>ne, where 1is the glory? The people had by their sins made themselves
Lpe for ruin, and their glory was as quickly, as easily, as justly,
1d as irresistibly, cut down and taken away, as the corn is out of the
leld by the husbandman. God's judgments are compared to the thrusting
1 of the sickle, when the harvest is ripe. Rev. 14:15,"3

The valley of Rephaim was to the south-west of Jeruéalem towards
sthlehemn. :

6. "Yot there shall be left therein gleanings, as the shaking of an
lLive-tree, two or three berries In the top of the uppermost bough, four

* Iive in the outmost branches of a frultful tree, salth Jehovah, the
>d"of Isrdel." : - T =

Here is a third striking figure to describe Ephraim's future, that
' the gathering of fruit with the gleanings left. This emphasizes that
laracteristic teaching of lsaiah that there will be a remnant left in
irael to survive the judgment. Is. 1:39; 10:22; Rom. 9:27; 11:4-6, 26.

7. "In that day shall men look unto their lsker, and their eyes shall
s

e respect to t oly One of Israel."

The remnant who return look unto God, not only the Credtor of all,
1t in a peculiar sense their liaker, the Holy One of Israel (See note on

4). "Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am
)id and there 1s none else." (Is. 45:22)

Barnes.,
Matthew Henry Commentary.
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8. "And they shall not look to the altars, the work gg'their hands:
2ither shall they have respect to that which their fingers have made,
Lther the Asherim, or the sun-images.

True repentance and return to God meang the looking away from the
Ltars dedicated to false gods, and the forsaking of all forms of idol-
sry. 4Ynis was done by Ring Josiah (II Chron. 34:7) in contrast to
ls grandfather Manasseh (II.Chron. 33:4,7).

According to Davis’ Bible Dictionary (p. 65) Asherah, plural Asherin,
Vas something upright made of wood (Ex, 34:13), originally; perhaps, the
‘unk of a tree with the branches chopped off, and was regarded as the
>oden symbol of a goddess Asherah, probably Ashtoreth, the female
.de of the beneficent and fertilizing sun-god. (Ex. 34:13)"

9. "In that day shall their strong cities be as the forsaken places
. the wood &nd on %he mountaln top, which were forsaken from belore
le cnildren of Israel: and It shall be a desolation."

This verse is a repitition of and an expression of the prophecy of
le ruin of lsrael found in the earlier part of the chapter. The com-
g desolation is described by a comparison which has been variously
plained. Delitzsch says "What was said in verse three, that the for-
‘ess of Ephraim is abolished, is repeated in verse nine, in a more
'scriptive way. Yo the strongly fortified cities of Ephraim it happens
} to the old Canaanite forts which were still visible in their antiquated
mains in the depths of the woods or on the height of the mountains.”
other simpler interpretation "supposes no historical allusion, but a
mparison of the approacning desolation with the neglected branches of
tree, or a forest that is felled, or a resumption of the figure of
e olive tree in verse 6."

10. "Por thou hast forgotted the God of thy salvation, and hast not
en mindrul of the rock of thy strength; therefore thou plantest plea-
nt plunts, and setTest IT wi%h strange sIips. "

Iﬁ this chapter Géd is called Jehovagh, Jehovah of hosts, God of
rael, liaker, Holy One of Israel, and in this verse referred to as the
d cf thy Salvation, and the Rock of thy strength. Is. 12:2; 26:4.

The reason for the ruin of Ephraim 1is here stated - forgetfulness
' Jenovah, Deut. 8:21; Ps. 9:17.

Some think that "strange slips" refer to the introduction of 1dolatry.
V. liargin reads "vine slips of a strange god." Others think the ex- -
ession has reference to foreign alliance. See Is. 2:6-8.

11. "In the da of thy planting thou hedgest it in, and in the morn-
g thou makest tHy seed to blossom; but the harvest fleeth away in the
y of grief and of desperate sorrow.

. Ephralm had hopeful prospects for its lovely plantations, which
re cherished with great care, and which flourished for awnile, but the
rvest would be bltter disappointment and grievous sorrow. The plant-
g of sin means that "the heap of the harvest shall be inexpressible
rrow.," "For they sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind"
os. B:7a). Compare Hos. 10:12-13; Gal., 6:7-8. ‘
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12. "Ah, the uproar of many peoples, that roar like the rushing of

de seas; and the rushing of nations, that Tush Like the rushing of
[ghty waters.™ — —

4 The previous verses predicted the judgment upon Israel. Yet the
1strument for the infliction of the judgment shall in turn be punished,
mely, the Assyrian power. Interpreters generally understand verses
2-14 as referring to the discomfiture of the Assyrlan army before Jer-
3alem. Compare these verses with Chap, 14:24-27. The "many peoples"
obably refer to the many different naticnalities which made up the
3syrian army. “Lhe noise of the approach of the inveding hosts 1s com-
irable to the roaring of the seas and the rushing of mighty waters.

13. "The nations shall rush like the rushi%% of many waters; but
» Sshall rebuke Them, and they shall flee far ofl, and shall be chased
i The chaff of the mountalns before the wind, and 1lke . the whirling

ist before the storm."

Although the multitude of the enemy shall rush ahead in its march,
)d shall rebuke them. His one word will discomfit nations., He can \
wuse them to flee and chase them with perfect ease and effectiveness.
11s is typically illustrated in the case of the discomfiture of Sen-
\cheribt's host. Is. 37:29-38; 31:8,9; 30:30-33; 14:25; 10:33-34.,

14. "At eventide, behold, terror; and before the morning they are

t. Yhis Is the portion of them that despoil us, and the Lot of them
|at rob us.m - — - -

Rt CE—  e—

Such was the case with the host of Sennacherib before Jerusalem.
. eventide they were a great host (See Is, 10:28-32). Before the
rning 185,000 "lay withered and slain." (Is. 37:36). Such is the
te of the enemies of Jehovah. Yhus verses 13-14 show the ease, effect-

eness, suddenness, and scope of the power of Jehovah in dealing with
S enemles, :

’,



Chap. 1. A Prophecy Concerning Ethiopia.

Dr. Delitzsch says "The three prophecies in chapters 18, 19, 20
or'a trilogy. The first .treats of Ethiopia in language of the sublim-
st pathos. ‘Lhe second treats of Egypt in language of calmer description,
nich is expanded to some length: and the third treats cf Egypt and
thiopia in a setting of plain historical prose. The kingdom to which
11 the three prophecies refer is the same, namely, the Egypto-Ethiopian
ingdom; but it is so dealt with that chap. 18 refers to the ruling peo-

le, chap. 19 to the ruled people, and chap. 20 embraces them both to-
sther."

Some interpréters consider chap. 18 a prophecy of the doom of Lthio-
ia, but the more general interpretation is that it is in.the form of
a address to the Ethiopian ambassadors in which is prophesied the des-
ruction of the common enemy of Ethiopia and Judah, namely, the Assyrian
dwer, Some think the people described in the chapter are the Ethiopians,
11le others suggest that they are the Assyrians. A number of expres-
lons in the chapter admit of a great variety of interpretations. <“he
iin thought of the chapter seems to be well expressed by Deiitzsen .
1ese words: "The people here peculiarly described are the Ethiopians,
1d the prophet prophesies the effect on Ethiopia of the judgment con-
srning Assyria which Jehovah executes."

The chapter falls into three parts: 1. Following the introductory
3scription of the land and the people 1s an invitation to the Ethiopians
1d the peoples of the world to see and hear, to witness what Jehovah
uld do (verses 1-3). 2. A revelation, (first in figurative language
1d then in what appears to be literal Tanguage) of Jehovah's purpose
) destroy the Assyrian power (Verses 4-6). 3. The submissiocn of

hipia to Jehovah is foretold as a consequence of the manifestation of
rhovah's power. (verse 7)

1. "Ah, the land of the rustling of wings, which is beyond the
.vers of Ethiopia.™ -

"The land 'beyond the rivers of Kush' is the land bounded by the
)per streams of the Wile, that is, the land lying farther to the south
der the Ethiovian rule, including Ethiopia proper: 1t is the land of
;8 African auxiliaries, whose names (including probably the later
lblans and Abyssinians) are menticned in II Chron. 12:3."l1 Nahum 3:9;
iek. 30:5; Jer, 46:9.

"Rustling of wings" may refer to the swarms of insects which were
und in that part of Africa. Some suggest there may be an allusion here
' the dreaded tsetse-fly,

2. "That sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of papyrus
on the waters, 8aying, Go ye swift messengers, to a natlon tall and
Bﬁtﬁ?’}ﬁfﬁfﬁﬁﬁprngﬁ?riBIe 3ﬁffﬁetf‘6€§§ﬁﬁrng‘anwafajfgfdafiﬁh'fﬁat
teth out and treadeth down, whose land the rivers divide!"

Delitzsch.
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These may have been ambassadors from Ethiopia come to Jerusalem.
essels of papyrus were commonly used on the Nile. They were light
kiffs, easily carried around the cataracts. The prophet tells the
essengers to go with the message to the nation and people here described.
erodotus describes the Ethiopians as "the tallest and fairest of men."
hey are terrible - "dreaded near and far," a powerful and victorious
sople. Their land though partly desert had sections of fertility,

3. "All ye inhabitants of the world, and ye dwellers on the earth,

hen an ensign is Iifted up on the mountains, see ye; end when the
rumpet Ys blown, hear ye."

The invitation is to be extended to the Ethiopians and to all people
) witness what Jehovah will do. An ensign is to be seen and a trumpet
aan& The great event to which attention of the peoples is directed is
>vealed in the following v:rses, which seem to point to the destruction

=1

[ the Assyrian power.

4. "For thus hath Jehovsh said unto me, I will be still, and I will

>hold in my dwellIng-place, 1ike clear heat In sunshine, llke a cloud
[ dew In The Heat of harvest." -

Jehovah had revealed unto the prophet that Jehovah would be quiet
1d silent, like the stillness of the clear heat, and silence of the dew.
le idea seems to be that Jehovah would allow the enemy to proceed so
ar in its plans without interference. This passage is similar in
raning to Ps. 2:4-5, For a time Jehcvah is dl repose in His dwelling-
lace while the nations are raging. Then will He speak. He will vex.

; .

5. "Bor before thé harvest, when the blossom is over, and the flower:
ycometh & ripening grape, he will cut off the sprigs with pruning-hooks,
id the spreading branches will he take away and cut down,"

The silence of Jehovah sitting in His dwelling-place in the heavens
' broken. He wlll allow the plans of the enemy to go on almost, but
't quite, to completion. Sennacherib's hosts will encamp just outside
' Jerusalem. The harvest 1s almost ripe but the crop will be spoiled.
le grapes «re almost ripe on the vines, but he will cut off the sprigs
\d the spreading branches. The truth expressed figuratively here is
lat Jehovah by His supernatural power will destroy the enemy just as
i3 plans are nearing completion. Suddenly, violently He will smite
le host of the invaders. See 10:17; 14:25; 17:13-14.

6. "They shall be left together unto the ravenous birds of the mount-
ns, and to the beasts gz the earth; and the ravenous birds shall summer
lon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them."

The common explanation of this verse is that it is literal language
ferring to the dead bodies of the slain of the assyrians which shall

- left for the ravenous birds and beasts to devour- a most grgﬁsome
cture. Compare Rev. 19:17-18,

Alexander suggests another possible interpretation which carries out
e figure of the fifth verse, making the sprigs and branches the subject
the sentence. He says, "As the act of devouring is not expressly men-
oned, the reference may be, not to the carnivorous habits of the ani-
ls, but to their wild end solitary life. In that casé _the sense would
- that the amputated branrches, and the desolated vineyard 1tself, shall
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urnish lairs and nests for beasts and birds which commonly. frequent the
1ldest solitudes, implying abendonment and utter desolation." ‘

7. "In that .time shall a present be brought unto Jehovah of hosts
rom a people tall and smooth, even from a people terrible from thelr
eginning onward, a nation that meteth ouf and treadeth down, whose land

he rivers dIvide, to the place of the name oFf JehOVah oT nosts, the
ount Zion.™ - - - -

These people peculiarly described, and commonly believe&to be the
thiopians, shall bring their tribute of praise and hemage to Jehovah,
S a consequence of the manifestation of Jehovah's power in overthrow-
ng the host of the enemy. rrobably the main force of this prediction
8 a foreshadowing of the conversion of the Ethiopians to the Christian
aith, Is. 45:14; II Chron. 32:33; Ps, 68:31; 72:9-15; Ps, 87:4; Zeph.
$10; Mal. 1:11; Acts 2:10; Acts 8:27-38.
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Chap. 19. The Collapse and Conversion of Egypt.

See Introduction to Chap., 18.

The first part of chapter 19 tells of collapse, the second of con-
ersion; the first devastation, the second return to Jehovah; the first
adgment, the second salvation; the first threatening, the second prom-
3es. Some maké the division at the end of verse 15, others at the end
F verse 17. Delitzsch says, "Between Judgment and salvation there
tands the terror in verses 16, 17 as the bridge from the former to the
atter." The chapter may be subdivided as follows: 1. Following the ,
inifestation of Jehovah to execute Judgment will come the collapse of ‘
31igion and government in Egypt. (vs. 1-4), 2, This Judgment will be
)ntinued in the drying up of the waters which will result in the col-
ipse of agriculture, fishing industry, and manufacturing. (vs. 5-10).

» Jehovah'!s judgment is further seen in the collapse of the wilsdom and
urage of the Egyptians. (vs. 11-17). 4, There will be the conversion
’ many of the Egyptians to the true relligion. (vs. 18-22), 5, There

.11 be a missionary covenant of Egypt, Assyria, and Israel, a glorious
'riple Alliance" for the blessing of mankind. (vs. 23=25).

Chap. 19:1. "The burden of %512_. Behold Jehovah rideth upon

a
rift cloud, and cometh unto E ; and the 1dols of Egypt shall tremble
i Bls presence; and the Heart g_% Egypt shall melt In %%e mIdst of It.”

For "burden" see note on 13:1.

Egypt, the nursery of the children of Israel, and the training
hool of the great leader and law-giver, Moses, was in the time of
alah one of the two leading powers of Western Asia, the other being
syria. (See Introduction to Isalah, Times .of Isaiah).

Jehovah appears as the God of judgment coming swiftly from heaven
. Judicial majesty. Compare Mt. 26:64 and Rev. 1:7; Ps. 18:10; Ps.
'4:3.

Idolatry was most deeply rooted in Egypt. See Ex. 12:12; Jer. 43:
5 46:25; Ezek. 30:13. 1Idols are "non-entities.” See note on chap.
8. Egyptians worshipped the heavenly bodies, various kinds of animals,
ch as the bull and crocodile, and the Nile River. A large number of
ities were worsnipped. Ra was the sun~-god. Herodotus sald it was
sler to find a god than a man on the Nile.

The terrifying effect of Jehovah's presence is described in poetic

nguage - idols tremble (I Sam., 5:2-4) and the heart of Egypt melts.
8. 16).

2, "And I will stir up the E%Iptians ainst the Egyptians; and the
all fight everyone against Al s brother, and everyone 5&3%3’9'1;— his nelgh-
K T % 1 and k

£i
r; c¢ity against clty, ingdom agailnst kingdom.

Jehovah himself speaks foretelling civil strife and anarchy, of
lch He is not the Author but which He permits as a means of Judgment
on the Egyptians for their sin. There were Upper and Lower Egypt
vided into a number of districts or provinces, and internal strife
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as common. "Oh the wrétchedness brought upon a people by their dis-
greements among themselves."

3. "And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst of it; and I
111 destroy The counsel thereol; and they shall Seek unto the idols,
EEfE; the charmers, and To them that Rave famlliar spirlts, and ©o
e wizards," - -

"Spirit" here refers to intellect - (See vs. 11-13) for which
3ypt was famous. (Aects 7:22). The intellect will "be emptied" and
shovah will "swallow up" the counsel (i Cor. 3:19, 20) and the people
111 seek 1dols and incantations. See note on chap, 8:19. I Chron.
):13.

4, "And I will give over the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel

o)rd; and a flerce king shall Tule over them, 8ailth the Lord, Jehovah
Fhosts,

There have been many conjectures as to who the cruel lord and fierce
lng was. Some say it was Psammetichus, father of Pharoah Nicho, who
2d sole dominlon of Egypt for 54 years, Another says the general ref-
*ence is to Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 46:26) and particular reference to ,
mbyses and Cehus., In view of the diversity of explanations Alexander
>ncludes that "the Prophet is describing in & general way the polltical
lciSitudes of Egypt, one of which would be sub jection to an arbitrary

wer, whether foreign or domestic, or to both at different periods of
;8 history.”

5. "And the waters shall fall from the sea, and the river shall be
\sted and become dry."”

Followlng the political calamities just described we have here
\ysical calamities.

The failure of the Nile to overflow in Egypt to the desired height
'ans general famine and distress. How vividly this sets forth the
\dgment of God upon Egypt, since the Egyptians e so dependent upon
i@ periodic overflow of the Nile for their sus ance.

Both "sea” and "river" in this verse evidently refer to the Nile,
dch is still called "sea" in Egypt.

6. "And the rivers shall become foul; the streams of Egypt shall
 diminished and dried up; dhe reeds and flags shall wither away."

The natural and artifleial branches of the Nile, the canals and ir-
gation system of Egypt, when lacking in water will bring general dis-

©38 and slckness, and vegetation will suffer. Compare Ex, 7:18 and
o« 37:25. .

7. "The meadows by the Nile, by the brimk of the Nile, and all the
wn £ields of the Nile, shall begome dry, be driven away, and be no
Te.

o @
Qt?h vivid realization of drought and devastatlon when even on the
nks f the Nile the meadows and sown fields become dry as dust. All
riculture 1s paralyzed.




111

8. "And the fishers shall lament, and all they that cast angle into
1e nile Shall mourn, and they that spread nets upon the waters shall

anguish.™

One lasting impresslion the chlldren of Israel had of Egypt was the
Lsh they had to eat there. (Num. 11:5).

. "The great abundance of fish produced in the Nile was an invaluable
*ovlision of nature in a country which had nelther extended pasture
*ounds, nor_large herds of cattle and where corn was the principal
*oduction,”l

The dryling up of the waters of Egypt will mean the fishing industry
l11 be ruined, resulting in lamentation and languishing of the fisher-
m. "Those are genuine tears which are shed over lost money."

9. "NMoreover they that work in combed flax, and they that weave
1ite cloth, shall be confounded.™

Anclent Egypt was noted for its fine textlle manufactures, linen
1d cotton. Ezek. 27:7 spesks of "fine linen with broidered work from
sypt." Ex. 26336 suggests that the Israelites must have learned this
:dustry in Egypt. In modern times it has been shown that the cloth
1} Egyptian mummies 1is linen.

This manufacture of linen cloth for dresses for the priests, and
imndages for the mummies, and of cotton cloth to make clothes for gen-
‘al use would fall along with agriculture and fishing. ~

10. "And the pillars of Egypt shall be broken in pleces; all they
1at work Tor hire shall be grieved iIn soul.™ -

This seems to be a summary é%atement fofetelling the collapse of the
70 classes, the nobility and the common people, the pillars or founda-
.ons, and they that work for hire or that make dams.

11. "The princes of Zoan are utterly foolish; the counsel of the
.sest counsellors of Pharoah I5 become brutish; how s&y ye unto Pharoah,
am the son of the wlse, the son of anclent kings."

There will be a collapse of the wisdom of the advisers of Pharoah,
ng of Egypt. Pharoah was a name commonly appllied to all the kings of
typte Anclent Egypt was noted for its wisdom, We are told that Solo-
n's wisdom excelled all the wisdom of Egypt (I Kings 4:30) and that
)Ses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians (Acts 7:22).

16 nobles and counsellors boasted of their wlsdom, pedlgree, and antiqui-
re Their wisdom is become utter foolishness (I Cor. 1:19-20) their
lvice brutish (Ps. 73:22).

"Zoen (Tanis, between the two most easterly mouths of the Nile), an
iclent city (Num. 13:22), had played an important part in Egyptain hls-
ry. Formerly the seat of the Hyksos kings, it had subsequently given
'8 name to two dynasties (218t and 23rd). It was a place of miracles
! the time of Moses, Ps. 78:12, 43.

, Wilkinson.
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12, "Where then are thy wise men? and let them tell thee now; and
3t them know what Jehovaﬁ'gg hosts hath purposed concerning Egypt.™

In these words addressed to Pharoah the folly- of his counsellors
3 exposed. They are unable even to foresee the future, much less to
lve helpful advice about it. Is. 40:13-14. They know not Jehovah's
irpose concerning Egypt. Rom. 9:17; Rom 1:33-34.,

13. "The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Memphis

‘e deceived; they have caused Egypt to go astray, that are the corner-
;one of her tribes. -

Memphis was the anclient capital of Lower Egypt located sbout five
.les from the great pyramids and the sphinx, and residence of the kings
1511 the Ptolemies moved to Alexandria, Much of the materials of the
4 city were used in building Cairo not far distant.

The princes of these chief cities instead of giving helpful advice

\ve harmful advice, advocating unwise policy which ended in- disaster.
me l:22.

14, "Jehovah hath miqﬁled a spirit of perverseness in the midst of

r; and they have caused t to astray In every woTE TRoreorl, &5
en man staggereth in g Vo - -

8 VO .

The folly of the Egyptiesns is sent upon them in audgment by Jehovah.
pirit" in thils verse means "supernatural influence. Compare %spirit

' deep slumber” (Is. 29:10), and II Thess. 2:11; Job 12:16. YThe people
- made 80 perverse by false counsels and hopes that it liles there like
drunk man in his own vomit, and, not being able to extrieate itself,

. gropes and rolls about therein."2 ' ‘

15. "Neither shall there be fbr@Egzpt any work ; which head or tail,
Am-branch or rush, may do.” : -

"Work here means anything done or to be done including private
8lness and public affairs." Head and tail, palm-branch and rush,
fer to all classes of society. See note on 9:14-15. Compare verse
and verse 10, each summery statements of general calamity in Egypt.

16. "In that day shall the Egyptians be like unto women;. and the
all tremble and Tear becausdof %Ee shaking of the hand of Jehovah of
8ts, which he shaketh over them." - -

This and the following verse, called the bridge between the two sec-
ons of the chapter, (See Introduction to this chapter) tell of the
rror that will come upon the Egyptians and the reasons therefor.
elr consternation is compared to that of Women, timid, helpless, fear-
l. une reason for their fear is the threatening judgment of Jehovah,

t i§ a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." (Heb.
¢31 .

Delitzsch.
Alex&nder .



17. "And the land of Judsh shall become a terror unto ggzgg; every
ne to whom mentlon Is made thereof shall be afrald, because of the pur-
98e Of Jehovah of hosts, ¥hich he purposeth agalnst IE." -

Another reason for terror is the land of Judah, even the mention of

t. The God of Judah is the God of jud%ment who purposes and none can
anul 1t. Is. 14:24, 26;27; 46:10-11; Dan., 4:35.

113

18. f%g that day there shall be five citiesd%g the land of Egypt that
ak the language of Canaan, and swear to Jehovah of BoSES: Gme SHall
> called TThe c%f i ¢ - - ’

2 y of des tructionT. "

Over agalnst Jjudgment and terror there is prophesied in the latter
art of this chapter salvation - a glorious missionary message. Many
* the Egyptians will be converted and return to Jehovah., "Five clties",
'w for Egypt, suggests the commencement of their conversion. Is. 11:11;
7:13; Ps. 68:31, Speaking the language of Canasn, the Hebrew language,
1ggests their confession of the true religion. "For then will I turn
> the peoples a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of
*hovah, to serve him with one consent." (Zeph. 3:9) "To swear to
»hovah of hosts" means to devote one's self to Him acknowledging His
ywwrelgnty by swearing allegiance to Him. Is., 45:23-24.

Two different views of the last clause, the first being our prefer-
ice, are given by matthew Henry as follows: (1) One of the five cities
‘hall be the city of Heres, or of the sun, Heliopolls, where the sun

'3 worshipped, the most infamous of 2ll the cities of Egypt for idolatry;

'en there shall be a wonderful reformation - they shall-speak the language

' Canasn., (2) Or it may be taken thus, as we render it. That for
'ery five cities that shall embrace religion, there shall be one ( a
Xth part of the cities of Egypt) that shall reject it, and that shall

) called a city of destruction because it refuses the method of salva-
on.,

19. "In that day shall there be an altar to Jehovah in the midst
' the land of Egypt, and & pillar at the border Thereor To Jehovah."

As Abrahem bullded en altar in Cansan to Jehovah who appeared to
m (Gen. 12:7), so shall there be an altar in the midst of Egypt, in-

cating that among the Egyptians there would be "Abraham's seed, helrs
cording to the promise.” (Gal. 3:29).

As Jacoh set up a pillar at Bethel, and called the placé the house
' God, so there would be a pillar set up on the border of Egypt that

ong the Egyptians there would be children of Israel. Compare Rom. 2:
-29. '

20, "And it shall be for & sign and for a witness unto Jehoveh of
sts in the land of E%Ipt; for thqz shall ery unto Jehovah because of

ressors, and he will send them a savlior, and a defender, and he will
EIVer them. ™ -

The altar and pillar shall be for a sign and a witness. As wor-
ippers of Jehovah rather than idols they will cry unto Him in -their

oubles and He will save them out of their distresses, as He did Israel

the days of the Jjudges. (Judges 3:9, etc.).



r
! The promlse of a savior and defender some think hed a partial ful-
. f1lment in = ueliverer such as Alexander the Great who freed the

' Bgytians from oppression by the Persians under Cambyses. However, it 1s
' fulfilled in the highest sense only by Jesus Christ, the only Savior
'frgm sin, Is. 43:3, 11; 45:15, 21, 22; 49:26; 60:36; Luke 2:11; Tit,
'2¢13,

.

j 21, "And Jehovah shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall

‘know Jehovah in that day; yea, They shall worshIp with Sacriflce
ioblatlon, and shall vow a vow unto Jehovah, and shall ggrform EE.“

: This 1s a great missionary passage. HNot only five cities in Egypt
will embrace the true religion, not only will there be an altar to
‘dJehovah In the midst, and a pillar to Jehovah on the border, but the
knowledge of Jehovah shall be spread sbroad in Egypt; many of the
Bgyptians shall receive i1t and become true worshippers. One of the
Pprimary means for the spreading of the knowledge of Jehovah in Egypt

was through the Septuagint Version of the 014 Testament. A% Alexandria,
Egypt, which was named for Alexander the Great, the 0ld Testament was
translated into Greek for the Greek-speaking Jews, who lived in large
aumbers, not only in that city, but in other parts of Egypt. They
formed a strong Jewish backgro

und in Egypt for the spread of Christian-

' ' 22, "And Jehovah will smite Egypt,
shall return to Jehovah and he wfI%%

) "This verse may indeed be regarded as a recapitulation of the whole
'receding prophecy,

consisting as it does of an extended threatening
V8. 1-17) followed by an ample promlise (vs. 18-21)."4 God will grie-
rously chasten Egypt but the effect of it will be to lead them to
}epentance. Collapse will be followed by conversion, judgment by sal-
‘ation. See Heb. 12:11; Is, 55:7; Amos 4:6-12; Is. 27:14; 45:14; Ps,.
2:87.

smiting and healing; and the
be entreated of Them, aﬁd will heal

: 23. "In that day shall there be a highway out of E ptjgg Assyria,
nd the AssyrTan shall come Into Egypt, e ggzgiian to Asszgia;
nd The Egzg%!an .

8 shall worship w Assyrians.

| The word "highway" here "is a figure for easy, free and intimate
ommunieation.” Is, 11:16; 35:8-10; 40:3-5. Herotofore Egypt and
ssyria had met repeatedly as enemlies but in their returning to Jehovah
heir ancient enmity would be put aside, and they would be united in
erving the true and living God. They would have happy spiritual inter-

»urse because of thelr common faith in Jehovah. Compsare Eph., 2:18-22
ad 3:6-8. ‘

24, "In that dag shall Israel be the third with E

st of the earth," Eypt 2od wLth Assyris,

?blessingfzg the

; Israel shall be one of three, not necessarily in a political or
ivil alliance, but joined in the worship of the same God, Jehovsh. Is=-
;el, located geographically between these two world powers, will accom-
%1sh its mission of being a blessing, while at the same time it is
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eing blessed. Gen. 12:2. "BlesSing 1s here used in a cdmprehensive
ense, as denoting at the same time a source of blessing, a means of
lessing, and an object to be blessed."® See Rom. 10:11-13.

25. "For that Jehovah of hests hath blessed them, saying, Blessed
gh_g_gg_g my people, and Assyria the WOrk of my hands, and Israel mine
nner an

Cee ’

Here 1s a benediction pronounced upon both Jew and Gentile alike.

he three titles here applied to the three peoples are commonly applied
lsewhere to Israel alone. ‘

"To describe these two great belligerﬁnt powers as at peace with
srael and one another, was not only to foretell a most surprising revolu-
lon in the state of the world, but to intimate at least a future change
n the relation of the Jews and Gentiles. When he goes still further
nd describes these representatives of heathenism as received into the
ovenant and sharing with the church of God its most déstimective titles,
® have one of the clearest and most striking ggedictions of the calling
f the Gentlles that the word of God contalns. Col. 3:10=-11,

This prophecy foreshadows the teaching of Paul in Ephesians, chap-
or8 2 and 3, not only of the admission of the Gentiles into the chureh
f God, but also of their equal partmnership in the church of God.

g



Chap. 20. The Captivity of Egypt and Ethiopia Foretold.

The introduction to this chapter glves the date of the symbolic
stlon by which is predicted the captivity of Egypt and Ethiopia (vs. 1).
)rse 2 gives Jehovah's direction or instruction, and the prophet!s -
>edlent symbolic actlon. Verses 3 and 4 record Jehovah's explanation
- the symbol, and verses 5 and 6 the application. The purpose of this

*ophecy 18 to .warn the Jews not to put their trust in Egypt and Ethiopla

1d to win them back to a reliance upon Jehovah.

20.1. "In the year that Tartan came unto Ahsdod when Sargon the
ng of Assyr¥a Sent him, and He fought agelnst Ashdod and 3305 1t;"

Tartan was not a proper name, but the official title of the Aséyrian

mmander-in-chief. See II Kings 18:17.

Ashdod, called Azotus by the Greecks (Acts 8:40) was one of the five
wbable cltles of the rhilistines. In the time of Isaiah it was of
rategic military importance, considered the key to Egypt. Herodotus
lys that Psammetichus besieged it for 29 years. This was probably
1lowing the event here recorded in order to recover it from Assyria
i Egypt.

Sargon was the successor of Shalmanassar, and reigned from 722 to
)5 B.C. He besleged Ashdod in the year 711l B.C. The attack upon
/hdod was a part of his plan to subdue Egypt. "As the rhilistines
re led by their situation, and probably also by their kinship, to
ke the side of Egypt, the conquest of As%dod was an indispensable pre-
minary of the expedition against Egypt."® |

2. "At that time Jehovah spake by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying,
s 8nd loose Lhe sackcloth Irom OF 10ins, and put thy. shoe %ram
t thy foot. ~And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.

As Jeremlah was directed of God to perform a symbolic act (Jer. 13:
'11) so the divine direction is given to Isaish here.

Sackcloth was not only a common mourning dress, but also the garb
' a prophet like Elijah (I Kings 1:8) and John the Baptist (Mt. 3:4).
alah was directed to lay aside the garment of the mourner and the
ophet, and to take off his shoes. His obedience was prompt, like
it of Joshua, (Josh, 5:15).

The word "naked" here as in a number of piaces in seripture does
t mean entire nudlty. It probably has reference to the laylng aside
' the outer garment. Compare John 21:7 (margin); I Sam. 19:24; II
m. 6:20,

"Isaiah has to lay off the garment of the preacher of repentance
d of the mourner, so that only his tunic remains; and in this dress,
4 moreover barefooted, he has to appear in public. It is the costume
' a man who has begn robbed and disgraced of a beggar, 1t may be, or
prisoner of wer." )

Delitzsch.
ibia.
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3. "And Jehovah said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked
and barefoot three years for a sign and & wonder concerning Egypt and
zoncerning Lthiopia, .

This verse has been variously understood. Alexander says "The
Jrophet probably exposed himself but once in the way described, after
shich he continued to be a sign and wonder for three years, l.e. till
the fulfilment of the prophecy.

Rosenmuller thinks the symbolic action was continued during the
shree years at intervals to keep it befére the minds of the people., 4
less probably view, like that of Barnes, joins "three years"™ with "sign",
. three years' sign, that is, a sign and indication that a three years!
alamity would come upon Egypt and Ethiopia. :

4. "So shall the king of Assyria lead away the captives of Egypt,
nd the exIles of Ethiopla, young and 0ld, naked and bareToot, end with
Ut tocks uncovered, to EEE sEame‘ngggng."

Here 1s the heart of the interpretation of the symbolic action of
he prophet., It was to symbolize the fall and captivity of the Egypto-
ithiopian kingdom. Just as the prophet was stripped of his garment and
iarefoot, so would the captives and exiles of these countries be stripped
nd put to shame by the king of Assyria.

5. "And they shall be dismayed aﬁd confounded, because of Ethiopla
heir expéctetion, and of Egypt their glory."

."The meaning of the verse is, that they who had relied on Egypt and
ts ally Ethlopia for ald against Assyria, whether Jews or Philistines
r both, should be confounded at beholding Egypt and Ethiopia themselves
ubdued."”®  Palestine hoped to make an alliance with Ethiopia, "their
xpectation”, and had already completed an alliance with Egypt, "their
lory". If Egypt and Ethiopia would be led into captivity, how foolish
or Palestine to trust in them for aidl Is 36:6; Jer. 17:5.

6. "And the inhabitant of this coast-lsnd shall say in that day,
ehold, such I8 our expectation, whither we T'led ToF he p to be deIllvered
Fom the King of As syr%a‘; and we, how shall we escaper

This coast-land evidently refers to the land of Palestine in general
ncluding Judea. With the fall of the powers in which they had trusted
or ald, what hope of escape 1s left for a smaller and weaker state?

In the last eclause of this verse "we' is emphatiec. Not Egypt, but
shovah can help. I8, 31l:1-3. "How shall we escape if we neglect so
reat & salvation?” (Heb. 2:3). :

. Alexander.
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Chap. 21:1-10. Oracle Concerning the Wilderness of the Sea.

Like chapters 13 and 14 these verses contain a prophecy of the’

'vérthrow of Babylon by the Medes and fersians, and their design 1is the
lame a8 chapters 13 and 14, namely, to bring comfort and assurance to the

xlled Jews in Babylon. The first part of the prophecy tells of the
\pproach of the conquerors, and the resulting alarm. (vs. 1=4) Then
.8 glven a dramatic picture of their advance to vIctory, and its
etting in the city of Babylon (5-9). The closing verse (10) is in

he form of aen address or apostrophe to the Jdews in Babylon to glve
hem assurance that they would be delivered.

21l:1. "The burden of the wilderness of the sea. As whirlwinds in
he South sweep Through, 1T cometh Irom the wilderness, from a terrible

For "burden" see note on chap. 13:1.

"Wilderness of the sea" 1s generally understood to mean Babylonia.

118

he plain of Babylon was a flat country of lakes and marshes, and often wm=a

verflowed by the waters of the Euphrates. See Is. 13:20-22; 14:22;
er. 51:13, 42,

The rapidity of the approach of the invader is compared to the.
weeping Whirlwinds in the South. His approach 1ls from the wilderness,
robably the plain between Babylon and Persia; from the .terrible land,

he Medo-Persian land, a waste and mountainous country whic h bred for-
ldable soldiers. Is. 13:17-18.

2. "A grievous vision 1s deélared unto meg the treacherous man deal-

th treacherously, and the destroyer destro + G0 up, O Elam; beslege
Wedla; all the sighlng thereor Eave 1 made bo cease.

"The first phrase mesns a vision of severe and awful judgments.
? the next clause be applied to Cyrus, one of the terms may describe
16 stratagems of war, as the other does its violenci. This is more
itural as Babylon was actually taken by stratagem."™ History tells
} that two of Belshazzar's high officers went over to Cyris, Belng
miliar with the city they led the invaders direct to the palace
1ere the king of Babylon was slain.

Elam and Medla were the dominions of Cyrus, "The former lay east
' the Tigris and north of the Persian Gulf; Media was the mountainous
.8triet adjoining it on the north. Cyrus, according to the Babylonian
icords, was originally king of Assyria in the north of Elam; in 549 he

nquered Medla, uniting the two in one kingdom." Compare 13:17-18;
3 50:14; Da.no 5:280

Jehovah continues to speak in the last clause of the verse. When
8 instrument to destroy Babylon advanced to take the city the sighing
dch had been caused by Babylon ceased. Compare 14:1-3, 7-8; 35:10;
‘rO 31:11, 12, 20.

Alexander.
- Cambridge Blble. Isaish, p. 170.



a women in trav

3. "Therefore are my loins filled with anguish; pangs have taken
'hold upon me, as the éﬁzs ol Ef%: I’am pé!nea S0 that
‘T cannot hear; I &m dgsma ed so that I cannot see.™ -

? This verse and the following seem to represent the prophet as being
'in Babylon, and with great emotion sympathizing with the suffering people,
-a8 he 1s represented as doing at the calamities of Moab, Chaps. 15:5 and
116311, Some vliew these as the words of a captive Jew, or of a Babylonian,
'Calvin's view is that the prophet assumes for the time, the character

‘of a Babylonian, and that he does not here describe the feelings of his
‘own heart, In keeping with Calvin's peculiar view are the words of
‘Stock, "Vivacity is here imparted to the deseription by the rrophet's '
tspeaking of himself as of a Babylonian present at Belshazzar's feast,

'on the night when the town was surprised by Cyrus." Dan. 5:5,6.

‘ 4, "My heart fluttereth, horror hath affrighted me; the twilight
fthat I desired héth been turned infc TremblIng unto me.".

| Alexander poilnts out that "there are two interpretations of the

}ast clause. One supposes it to mean that the night desired as a time
of reat is changed into a time of terror; the other that a night of

festivity 1s changed into a time of terror. ‘That the court was revelling

shen Cyrus took the clty, is stated in the general by Herodotus and
penophon, and in full detail by Daniel.
!

! Matthew Henry says it should seem that it 15 the king of Babylon
yho is here brought in, in verses 3 and 4, sadly lamenting his inevitable
fate. "The last words of verse 4," he says, "plainly refer to that

aggravating circumstance of Belshazzar's fall, that he was slain on

ghat night when he was at the height of his mirth and jollity.“ Dan.
;:l, 5’ 50. )

; 5. "They prepare the table, they set the watch
lrink: riSe up ye princes, anoint the shleld."”

s they eat, they

Here 1s a vivid description of what took place in Babylon the night
ryus conquered it. First there was the feast prepsred. <Then the wateh
iot so that they might be undisturbed. +1hen followed the drunken idol-
trous feast (Dan. 5). The alarm is sounded at the noise 1 the enemy
t the gates of the palace, and the order to prepare for self-defense.

! 6. "For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman; let
im declaTe what he seeth:" - =

The watchman here may be the prophet himself. Alexander suggest

2at the Prophet introduces an ideal watchman as announcing what he
stually sees.

i

‘The watchman is introduced frequently in 01ld Testament Scripture.
I Sam. 18:24; II Kings 9:17; Jer, 51:12; Ezek. 3:17; 33:2-7; Ps. 130:6.

. Isalah's "Watchmsn Oracles" are grouped here in chapters 21-22,
. 7. "And when he seeth a troop, horsemen in pairs, a troop of asses,
| troop of camEIs,fEQ shall hearken diligently with much heed.”

!

The watchman sees the approach of the Persian army, - "the army
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of the foe in orderly, silent, caravan-like, self-confident march."
See Jer. 51:31-32, ‘ :

8. "And he cried as a lion: 0 Lord, I stand continually upon the
vatch-tower in the day-time, and am Set in my ward whole nigﬁfgf"""

24nd he.cried with a great voice, as a lion roareth” (Rev. 10:3a).
le proclaims the diligence with which he is continually keeping the
vatch., He i1s like the prophet who said, "I will stand upon my watch,
and sit me upon the tower" (Hab. 2:1a). '

9. "And, behold, here cometh a troop of men, horsemen in palis,

imd he answered and sald, Fallen, Teallen 15 Babylon; and all the graven
(mages OF her gods are broken unto The ground.

"The structure of the passage 1s highly dramatic. In the sixth
rerse, the prophet 1s commanded to set a watch. In the seventh the
ljentinel 1s ordered to look out for an army of men, mounted on horses,
amels, and asses. In the eighth, he reports himself as being at his

0st. In the ninth, he sees the very army which had been described
\8 approaching."3 .

The last half of verse nine tells the significance of what he des-
ribed in the first half of the verse as seeing. The conquering in-
‘ader takes possession of the city of Babylon, and destroys her idols.
8¢ 13:19; 14:4; 46:1«2; 47:5,9; 48:14; Jer. 50:2,3,9,29,38,42; 51:9,
4,47,52,64; Rev. 14:8; 18:1,2,21. '"Babylon whs distinguished for its
ride, arrogance, and haughtiness., 1t became, therefore, the emblem of
1l that is haughty, and as such is used by John in the Apocalypse.“4

he city was particularly celebrated for its idolatry, its pricipal god
eing Bel. .

The Persian conquerors of Babylon had a great aversion to all
mages. We are told that they not only considered the use of them un-
awful, but, that they charged those who did use them with madness and
olly. This explains why the Persians were such effective instruments

f God for the destruction of all the graven images of the gods of
abylon, :

10. "0 thou my threshing, and the grain of my floorl that which I
ave heard from Jehovah of hosts, the Gég of Israel, have I declared -

ato you.™

One writer has well expressed the meaning of this verse as follows:
0 thou, my people, who hast been afflicted and crushed; who hast been
ader my chastening hand, and reduced to these calamities on account
F your sins; hear what c"od has spoken respedting the destruction of
abylon, and your consequent certaln deliverance."

The downfall of Babylon was brought about through the power of God,
2d for the sake of His people. :

The last part of the verse is as a seal, glving assurance doubly
are of the truth of the prophecy as having come direct from God, and
2clared in 1ts fulness by the prophet.

D D D e S D e e Gm D e s G G e e G D VR G DG T G G Y S G S G Gy WP D P wn D WP ap wm e P S W

» AleXander.
» Barnese.

1

0



121

Note, (1) "The church is God's floor . . . (2) True believers are
he corn of God's floor . . « (3) The corn of God's floor must expect
0 be threshed by affliction and persecutions."® (4) The threshers are
nder the power of God, Jehovaeh of hosts. (5) "But love takes part also
n the work of threshing, and restrains the action of wrath."6

o Matthew Henry Commentary.
o Delitzsch,
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e 21:11-12. The Oracle Concerning Dumah.

According to some interpreters, Dumah in thls obscure oracle refers
0 an Ishmaelite tribg in Arabia (Gen. 25:14), or a place belonging to
aat tribe located on the borders of Arabia and Syria in a rocky valley.
thers consider the word an emblematical designation of Edom. e word
Dumah" means silence, i1s suggestive of the solitude and desolation
n store for Edom. Verse Nl gives the inquiry of the Edomite, and verse
2 the answer of the wate

21:11. "fh8 burden of
atchman, what Of the night

For "burden" see note on 13:1.

One calleth unto me out of Seir,
an, WHAt Of The nightt"

or Dumah. see above.

"The Mount and the Land of Seir ard alternative appellations of the
>untainous tract which runs along the eastern side of the srabah, oe-
apted by the descendants of Esau, who sucéeeded the ancient Horites
Jen, 14:6; 36:20) 'cave-dwellers' in possesdion."l We are told that
16 Edomites as well as the Jews wore under thg subjection of Babylon.
1ls oracle represents the inquirfes from Edom s asking, "What from
Ff the night? "How much of the night is passed?™ Edom evidently thought
3r subjection was lasting a long time. : '

See Joel 3:19; Amos 1:11-12; ub. J&:21.

12, "The wétchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night; if
2 will inquire, InggIre Je: Turn ye, come."

Many interpreters consider the expression "The mornin§ cometh" to
sfer to the prosperity coming to the Jews, and "the night" to the adver-
Lty to come upon the Edomites. In other words, "The Jews should be
biivered from their captivity; not so the Edomites." There is a prom-
3ed day of Israel. The remainder of the answer seems to leave 1t open
) the Edomites to come again and make further inquiries. If they
irn and come they may expect a more favorable answer. "The prophet
18 a comforting answer for them only if they return, come, i.e.. only
’ they come converted. So long as there is no change on them their
iture 1s enveloped in endless night." _"Iq,quireg return, come. Be
1qgésitive, be penitent, be willing and obedient.” 1Is. 55:7; Acts 2:
7- °

, Bible fneyclopedia. p. 2713.
» Deltizsch.
» Matthew Henry Commentary.
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Chap. 21:13-17. The Oracle upon Arabia,

This brief oracle concerning North Arablan tribes gives us in
erses 13-15 a picture of abnormal times when the caravans were inse-
ure, of proverblal Arabian hospitality, and of the grievousness of
ar, which furnished a setting for the prophecy of verses 16-17 of the
estruction of Arabian peoples.

21:13. "The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye
odge, 0 ye caravans of Dedanltes.”

For "burden" see chap. 13:1.

Another reading of "In the forest in Arabia® is "In the thickets

n the evening," hence this has been called “The Oracle at Evening, or
n the Evening." 1In the 014 Testament there are two men by the name of
adan, one a descendant of Ham (Gen. 10:7), the other of Abraham by
sturah (Gen. 25:3). It may be from the latter that the Dedanites here
sntioned were descended. They were travelling merchants (Ezek. 27:15,
1) whose dwelling was near Edom. Evidently because of the abnormal
Imes these merchants had to flee from their regular route of travel

160 the thickets, or into the wilderness, where they were in need of
’0d and water.

14. "Unto him that was thirsty they brought water; the inhabitant
f the land of Tema d.d meei the f%g ves wi%% thelr bread.™ '

" s

Tema was "a tribe of Ishmaelites and the district they inhabi ted
fen. 25:15; Is. 21:14). Their caravans were well-known. (Job 6:19)"1

The Arablan tribes are noted for their hospitality. *Yhe writer
)rsonally saw an lllustration of this in Palestine when passing an
ab tent near the sea of Galilee late in the afternoon, and pausing to

e the famlly at their evening meal, our party of six was invited to
1are the meal with them.

15. "For they fled away from the swyords, from the drawn sword, and
'om the bent bow, and from tHe grlevousness of war.™

The grlevousness of war was not only upon the Jews and the Edomites,
It also upon these distant Arab tribes, causing them to be driven from

lelr regular routes of travel, and to be destitute of the necessities
' 1ife.

16. "For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Withigk ear, according
. thie years of a hireling, all the glory of Kedar s El% Tail;™

Kedar was a son of Ishmael (Gen. 25:13). Later the word seemed to

: appligg to a tribe of Ishmaelite nomads, and here to the Arabisn tribes
. general,

For "years of a hireling" see note on 16:14. The prophecy of destruec-

on within a definite time may have had as its purpose to warn to repen-
nce.

Davis’Bible Dictionary, p. 724.



"Here, as in chap. 17:3, glogy comprehends all that constitutes the
Lgnity or strength of a people.” S

17. "And the residue of the number of the archers, the mighty men

¢ the children of Kedar, shall be few; for Jehovah, Bhe Uod of Israel,
ith spoken 1Et.™ :

- Ishmael, the ancestor of these nomads was an archer (Gen. 21:20),
1d the bow was the maln weapon of these Arabian tribes.

The skilled archers and mighty men to be left after the judgment
? Jehovah eomes upon Kéder shall be few in number. The glory of
3dar shall fail. , '

As this prophecy closes,its divine inspiration is once more emphatic-
L1y declared.

This chapter considered as a whole gives us a wonderful revelation
> God's "wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.?
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Chap. 22:1-14. The Yracle Concerning the Valley of Vision.

L
LN
g ,

This is the fourth in the general group of so-called "Watchmen
prophecies”. The valley of vision refers to Jerusalem. "The moun=
talns are round about Jerusalem" (Ps, 125:2§Aw@Jeremiah calls the
city "the inhsbitant of the valley" (Jer. ¥¥+i3). Then too, as 1t was
here that many of the prophets received their visions, the place is ap-
propriately called the valley of vision. This oracle shows "Jerusalem
besleged, yet reckless." Many think that this prophecy belongs to the
time of Sennacherib!s invasion, 701 B.C. Others refer it also to the

slege by Esarhaddon in the reign of Manasseh, or to that of Nebuchadnez-
Zar. :

Verses 1-4 tell of the commotion in the city and the lamentation
of the prophet; verses 5-7 the day of visitation upon the city. Ver-
3es 8-11 describe the fortification of the city in preparation to with-
stand the enemy, and of the irreligion of the people. Verses 12-14 tell
first of the exhilaration of the people instead of their humiliation
>efore God, and of thelr consequent condemnation.

22:1. "The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now,
;hat thou art wholly gone up to the Eouse-toPE?“

For "burden see chap. 13:1 and "valley of vision" see above. The
‘lat-roofs of their houses were the places to which the people of Jer-
1salem rushed in times of excitement and commotion where they could look
ut and see what was going on in the city. The people running to the

0p of thelr houses gives a vivid picture of the general stir in Jerusa-
.em,

2, "0 thou that art full of shoutings, & tumultuous city, a joy-

us town;f%%f?Elain gre not slaln w e sword, nelther are they
lead ig ba o7

Older wrlters consider the first clause as describing consternatian
nd alarm at the approach of the enemy., Later wrlters think it pictures
the opposite condition of joyous excitement, frivolous gayety, and reck-

ess Indifference, described in verse 13," self-confident rejoicing such
8 1s described in Zeph., 2:15.

The last part of the verse may mean that famine and pestlilence would
estroy the people,~mortality due to sieges.

3. "All thy rulers fled away together, they were bound by the archers;
11l that were found of thee were bound together ; they Tled afar off."”

This verse seems to apply better to the siege of Nebuchadnezzar
han to that of Sennachemib. See II Kings 25:4-7; Jer. 39:4-7,

Alexander says, "It is best to give the verse its largest meaning
8 descriptive of the hardships and concomitant 'evils, not of one siege
orely, but of sieges in general.” -

4. "Pherefore said I, Look away from me, i will weep bitterly; labor
ot to comfort me for the destruction of the daughter of my people."
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‘As the prophet sees the condition of his people and realizes what
hey are facing, sorrow and anguish taeke hold of him. His deep grief
ver and sympathy for his people would lead him to bitter lamentation,
‘ompare Jer. 4:19; 9:1, and Jesus's lament over érusalem, Luke 19:41-44,

: 5. "For 1t is a day of discomfiture, and of treadi down, and of
erplexity, from the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, in the vaI%e of visIon]
, breaking down of the wallS, and & crying to the mountains."

There 1s here set forth the day of the visitation of God's Judg-
ent upon Jerusalem. Jehovah has a day, an appointed time for.the mani-
estatlon of His power in judgment. It is a day of trouble (Is. 37:3),
reading down (Is. 5:5), perplexity (Est. 3:15), breaking down (II Kings

5:10), and a crying, which "strikes on the mountains surrounding Jeru-
alem and returns as an echo.”l

6. "And Elam bare the qulver with chariots of men and horsemen;
nd Kir uncovered the shield.® —

Elam (8ee note onc21:2) and Kir, (perhaps people of Media) furnished
olp to the Assyrian army. uvhe former were skilled in archery and may
ave used the bow both in chariots and on horseback. We are told that
he Ethiopians alone excelled them in archery. The latter were pre-
ared for battle with the removal of their shields from their cases.

7. "And 1t came Yo pass that thy cholcest valleys were full of
aariots, and the horsemén set themselves in array at the ggfe."

The valleys around the.city which might have been filled with
Locks, or fruit, or grain, the prophet plctures as filled with the
1ariots of the enemy, and at the very gates of the city the horse-
2n 0f the enemy firmly established.

8. "And he took away the covering of Judah; and thou didst look .
1 that day to the armﬁfxin e house of the Torest. "

Compare verses 8-11 wich & Curon.32:1-5, 30. Interpreters differ .
1 their explanation of the first clause. "The analogous expression ¢k$5py
© taking away the veil from the heart (II Gld 3:15, 16), and the ‘
umediate mention of the measures used for the defence of the clty, are
yrhaps declsive in favor of explalning the words to mean that the

)ww's own eyes were opened."™ Heretofore they were blinded to their

mnger but they now are aware of their defenselessness, and depend

on material preparation for defense.

The house of the forest was built by Solomon in Jerusalem, and was

'idently used as an armory. (I Rings 7:2; 10:17) This may be referred
) in Neh. 3:19. ,

9. "And ye saw the breabhes of the city of David, that they were
ny; nd Jo gathered Cogethor Tne wabers oF THe Towos bogl;t o

See II Kings 20:20 and II Chron. 32:1-6330.

Delitzsch, i f
Alexander.



To further fortify themselves against the enemy and prepare for a
lege they took note:of the defects in the walls of the city and in the
ater supply. The breaches of the city were probably not made by the
nemy, but caused by decay and failure to repair. The measure of defense
ith reference to the waters wasimken by HeZeklah, (II Chron. 32:4) and
A8 probably been repeated frequently whenever Jerusalem was besieged.

10, "And'¥§ numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and ye brake down the
puses to Tort__z the wall;"

The numbering of the houses may have been to ascertainvw t ones
ould be used to furnish building materials for public use. one was

he material used for building at that time, as it is at the present
ime. '

11. "Ye made also a reservoir between the two walls for the water

f the 0ld pool.” But yo Iooked not unto him that had dons Enhls, nelther
ad ye Tespect untGc him that purposed 1t Tong ago.™

As a further means of self-defense a reservoir was made to receive
he water of the old pool, which may me&n the pool of Siloam. By this
rrangement the water would be inaccessible to the besiegers, but avail-
ble to the inhablitants of the city. Compare II Chron. 32:4, 30.

The last part of this verse tells of a colossal sin of the people.
2eir sin was not their diligence in preparation for self-defense, but
1 thelir disregard for Jehovah. While they looked to the armor, and saw
16 breaches, they look not unto Jehovah, and regarded not Him., Is. 17:7;
Lsl; II Chron, 16:7=-9; Micah 7:7. Evidently Hezekiah himself trusted

1 Jehovah, II Kings 18:5 and II Chron. 32:8, but the unbelief of those
isoclated with him was evident.

The Jewish writers upon this place, say, "There were seven things
1ich God made before the world; meaning which he had in his eye when
» made the world, the garden of Eden, the law, the just,_ones, Israel,
le throne of glory, Jerusalem, and Messlah the ¥rince,"®

12. "And in that day did the Lord,Jehovah of hosts, call to weeping,
\d to mourning, and to gaI&'ﬁess, and _;_;2 girding with sackclothe"

God's call through His providence, probably the siege just described,
\d through the words of the prophet, was to seriousness, humiliation,
'pentance. Jas. 4:8-10; Johah 3:6-10.

13. "and, behold, joy and gladness, slaz%géroxen and killing sheep,
ibing flesh and drinking wine; Let us eat an Ink, Tor Tomorrow we
€. A

Disobedience to the call of Jehovah is evidenced in an attempt to
own their sorrows by merriment, hilarity, revelry., Is. 5:12; Amos 6:
6; Luke 17:26-29. he proverbilal expression -at the last of this verse,
et us eat and drink, etc." is used as an argument by those who do not
lieve in the resurreetion to try to Justify their present l1life of
cklessness, revelry, riot. See I Cor. 15:22. If there be no resur-

ction there might be some reason for the argument of the Epicurean.

Matthew Henry Commentary.
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14. "And Jehovah of hm ts revealed himself in mine ears, Surel
His iniqulty sEE;I not be forglven you BILL ye dle, saith the Lord,

ehovan o osts, -

This iniquity of course means the presumptuous contempt of God's
lessages and providential warnings, with which the people had been
harged in the preceding verse. This offense 1s here treated as the
in against the Holy Ghost in the New Testament and is indeed very
mch of the same nature.%4

"It shall never be explated with sacrifice and offering, any more
han the iniquity of the house of Eli, I Sam. 3:14. It is a sin against
he remedy, a baffling of the utmost means of conviction, and rendering
hem ineffectual; and therefore it is not likely they should ever repent
f 1t, or have 1t pardoned."® See John 8:21-24 and Heb. 10:26-27.

L What Will You 22 in a Day of Discomfiture? Is 22:1-14 and Ps.
O:14-15, -

I. 1 Depend of Material Yefense and Disregard Jehovah?

2. Disobey His call and Seek to Drown Sorrows by Dissipationt? If
0 you will come to Destruction - Death.

II. 1. Will you Offer your Heart unto Jehovah?
2., Will you give Him the Obedience of Your Life?
Se Will you offer up Timely Supplication?
4. If so you will have Deliverance - Glory.

» Alexander.
» Matthew Henry Commentary.
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Chap. 22:15-25. Shebna and Eliakim, or The Ball and the Nail.

The first part of this chapter is directed against Jerusalem, the

~8econd part agalnst an individual in Jerusalem, Shebna, & high official,
' who was replaced by Eliakim. Figuratively these men are compared to a

I
i

: The prophet is first instructed to denounce Shebna for his pride
{verses 15-16). It may have been that he too, was leader of the party
which favored alliance with Egypt, or Hezekiah's submission to Sennacherib.
Then his degradation is foretold (verses 17-19). This is followed by

'the declaration that Eliakim will be elevated, empowered, and establlished
.An the place of Shebna (verses 20-24), and finally, there is foretold

'the fall of the nail (verse 25).

22:15. "Thus saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, Go get thee unto this
'treasurer, even unto Shebna, who 1s over the house, and s&ay,"

‘ Shebna's office was a very high one, probably like that of prime
minister, or mayor of the palace. The Shebna mentioned in Isaiah 36:3
‘and 37:2 may have been the same man, who after his deposition as treasur-
or or steward, occupled the lower office of scribe. The prophet is here
airected to go to Shebna with an unwelcome me ssage.

@ 16. "What doest thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hast
ewed thee out here a

a sepulchre on hlgh, graving a habltatlon Tor him-
self in the rockl(" — -

! The prophet may, or may hot have met Shebna at the place where his
jepulchre was being prepared. At any rate he severely rebukes him for
juch an act. It was the custom of kings and rich men to have sepulchres
ind monuments prepared. Absalom had his own monument prepared (II Sam.
18:18) and Joseph of Arimathaea his tomb hewn in the rock. But why should
thebna, who was not of the royal family, and who was probgbly a foreigner,

ind did not have an estate or heritage in Judah, be so proud and high-
Anded as to want to be in the same class with the royal dead? II Chron.
2:33., _ ,

| 17. "Behold, Jehovah like a strong man, wiil hurli ihee away vio- &ffif
iently; yea, he éill wrap thee up close z."’ fz ;ﬁbﬁxﬂgb}%
: . ——

‘ The vidlent downfall of Shebna is here predicted. The ladfﬂgiause
8 difficult to explain. The Chaldee of it is "shall cover thee with
onfusion." A.R.V. margin has the reading "lay fast hold on thee."

- N
v

18. "He will surely wind thee round and round, and toss thee like

;ball 1nﬁ3f§‘1ar e country; there shalt thou die, and there shall be
he chariots of Eﬁy glory; thou shame of Thy lord's house."

/

"Shebna becomes a clew, a ball, which is thrown into a land stretch-
ng far out on both sides, where with nothing to stop it, it flies far-
er and ever farther. Thither he goes to die, - the man who had de-
paded his own office and the Davidic court as well by an undue exercise
2d misuse of his power, and with him his splendid equipages.®l

y Delitzsch.
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19. "and I will thrust thee from thine office; and from thy station
halt thou be pulled down.”

Jehovah will depose him from his office. "For neither from tha east,
or from the west, nor yet from the south, cometh 1lifting up. But Yod

8 the judge: He putteth down one, and 1ifteth up another." (Ps. 75:6-7).
ompare Ezek., 17:24 and Luke 1:52. '

20. "And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my
ervant ElTakiw the son of HIIkIah:"™ -

“hebna is to be replaced by Eliakim, whose name means, %God sets
P.? This name is found else in chap. 36:3, 11, 22, Ellakim was evi-
ently a faithful follower of Jehovah. He is here called "my servant"
n contrast to Shebna. Another contrast is that the name of his father
S glven, while no mention is made of the father of Shebna, "Hilkian"
eans "Jehovah is my protion" or "Jehovah's portion." Some suggest that

debna may have been a heathen put into office by Ahaz, and allowed to
smain in office by Hezekiah.

21. "And I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with
8 °

1y girdle, and T will commit Thy govermment into ; and he shall
3 a Tather To the Inhabltants gf serusaIem, and "to the house of Judah.”

Eliakim will be invested with the robes of the office by Jehovah,
10 also commitg the government into his hand.

In contrast to Shebna Eliakim shall be a father to the people, 2
8¢ and benevolent ruler, counsellor and friend. %This same word "father"

} applied to Joseph in Egypt., (Gen 45:8) Compare the use of the word
L Is. 9:60

22, "And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder;
]T%&ﬁﬁ?"

d he shall open, and none shall shut: and he shal s and none shall
J-)4 98

As Eliakim 1s elevated to his high office he not only is invested
th the robe and girdle, but is empowered with chief authority by be-
& 8lven the key of the house of David, the symbol of unlimited conmtrol
er the royal house and household. Jesus uses similar terms in speak-
g to Peter in Mt, 16:19, and in referring to himself in Rev. 3:7.
te that the key was to placed not in the hand, but upon the shoulder
Eliekim, May not this be to Suggest that it i1s a symbol not only of
thority but also of responsibility? "The power of the keys consists
t merely in supervision of the royal chambers, but also in the decision
to who was and who was not to be received into the king's service.

nilarly in the New Testament the keys of the kingdom of heaven are
nded over to reter."2

23, "And I will fasten him as & nail in a sure place; and he shall
for a throne of glor to his Father's house.™

Eliakim will not only be elevated and empowered, having the robe,

dle and key, but he will also be firmly established in his office,
a nail in a sure place.
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"Nail” 1s sometimes used to refer to large spikes or pins which
sre driven into the ground, to which were fastened, the cords of the
sant, a tent-peg. Ezra 9:8, Again it is used to refer to the reg
rlven into the wall on which is hmng clothes or VYessels. Ezek. 15:3.

Jehovsah's servant, Eliakim, will not only be a father to the peo=-
le, and as a nail in a sure place, but he shall be also for a throne
f glory to his father's house. He will bring honor to his family as
>seph did in Egypt. (Gen. 49:9-13) :

24, "And they shall hen upon him all the glory of his father's
Juse, the o0IfSpring and the issue, From Lhe cups even to all the

[agons.™

Evidently the figure of the nail is continued in this verse, Elia-
lm, as a nail in a sure placsd wlll be the main support for his whole
mnection, all ranks of his father's house wlll be dependqnt upon
.m. He will not only bring honor to his family as suggested in verse
b, but will bring help to them all, vs. 24, %he history of Joseph

\ Egypt perhaps gives the best commentary on this verse also. See
me 47:11-25.

25, "In that day, salth Jehoveh of hosts, shall the nail that was
\stened in a sure gigce give way; and it shall be hewn down,. and. fall;
\d the burden that was upon it shall be cut oif; for Jehovah hath

yoken 1%

Interpreters of this verse seem to be about evenly divided into two
'oups., The one group understands this verse to refer to Eliakim., "His
mily mekes a wrong use of him," says Delitzsch, "and with an unwarrant-
'le amount of good nature he makes a wrong use of his offidial position
r thelr benefit. He therefore comes down head long, and with him all
0 heavy burden which the peg sustains, that is, all his relations who,
" being far too eager to make the most of their good fortune, have
ought him to ruin." The immediate connection favors this interpreta-
on, speaking of Eliakim as 1t does as a nail in a sure place.

The other group of interpreters understands the verse to revert to
ebna, the prophet using the same figure of the nail to refer to Shebna,
d the over burdened nail to represent the down fall of “hebna, together
th all who had a dependence upon him. <The thought of the paragraph
at Ellakim was to be firmly established in the office, and that Sheb-

- was to be removed seem to favor this second view.
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Chap. 23. The Oracle Concerning Tyre.

| Tyre, meaning "rock! was a Phoenician city of great antiquity, 20
‘'miles south of Sidon, and about 35 miles north of Carmel. It was a double
;elty, part on.-the mainland, and part on an island. It was noted for

;1ts commerce and ifs- colonization. Its merchant-princes plied the
iMediterranean from one end to the other, founded Carthage in North

' Africa, and colonized in Spain and in Gy@§ﬁ§? Its famous king, Hiram,
'was a friend of David and Solomon. The city was remarkable in history
for its many sieges. One was by Shalmaneser about 724 B.C.; another
;under Nebuchadnezzar which lasted for 13 years, another by Alexander the
.Great, 332 B.C. Most writers refer the present chapter to the time of
'Nebuchadnezzar. On the othdr hand one writer says, "Most probably the
,prophecy before us 1s genericjito the end of the destroying process, with
particular allusions to particular sieges." Compare Ezek. 26+28.,

f Thls chapter tells of the ruin of Tyre (verse 1l-14) and of the recov-
ery of Tyre (verses 15-18).

L The report of the ruln is made to the maritime merchants on the
'sea (vs. 1), to the coast people of Phoenicia (vs. 2-3) particularly to
B8idon (vs. 4), these reports in the form of direct address; and it is
foretold regarding the effect of the report to Egypt (Vs. 5).

|

i Refuge in the colonlal empire far distant is recommended. The rea-
son for the ruin of Tyre in a word is that “od resisteth the proud. The
Ruler responsible for the ruin of Tyre is Jehovah of hosts. God also
removes the restralnt upon the colonies by the destruction of the mother

;ityi The rod of His anger in the overthrow of Tyre is the Chaldeans (vs.
"14 ']

? In prophesying the recovery of Tyre (vs. 15-18) there is first fore-
5014_the rise after seventy years remeining in ruin (vs. 15), second, the
restoration of commerce, (vs. 16-17) and third, the repentance of the
titizens of Tyre, and the fruits of repentance (vs. 18).

?

{

: 2331 "The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for it is
S n

iald waste, 80 that There no house, no entering Inm; from the land of
T¥Eim, It iS revealed to them.' - - '
I

: For "burden" see note on 13:1. For "ships of Yarshish" see note
n 2:16,

}

, Kittim probably refers to the whole 1sland of Cyprus, or the city
1tium, in the south, a Phoenician colony. *Lhis was the last port of

all of the homeward bound merchant vessels of Tyre. Here the mariners

ear the news of the fall of their home eity, which 1s now closed to them.
pnce the reason for grief, lamentation.

! 2. "Be still, ye inhabitants of the coast, thou whom the merchants
£ Sidon, that pass over the sea, have replenished."

While verse one is addressed to those at sea, verse two 1s addressed

o those at home, evidently to the coast people in rhoenicia, rather than
f other coasts of the Medlterranean.

!
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Sidon, meaning "a fishing station," was the mother ¢lty of Phoenicia,
mnd the name was frequently applied to all of Phoenicia.

Formerly there was the noise and bustle of big business, now, the
)eople are to be still, stricken, dumb, as it were, in face of the
'werthrow of the city, and the paralysis of its trade.

3. "And on great waters the seed of Ehihor; the harvest of the
lle was her Trevenue; and she was the mart of the nations.v

Shihor, meaning "dark-colored", was a name of the Nile river. See

'gri 2:18. Egypt was a great country for the production of grain. Gen.
% . -20

Tyre not only received replenishment from the more ancient Phoenician

ity of Sidon, but received revenue from Egypt, "the granary of the an-
ient world."

Tyre became not only a rendezvous for merchants, an international
ommercial center, a mart of nations, but a "grin", as some prefer to

ranslate 1t, "a means of gain, a source of profit and subsistence for
any entire peoples."

4. "Be thou ashamed, 0 Sidon; for the sea hath spoken, the strong-
old of the sea, saying, I have not travalled, nov brought forth, neI%her
ave I nourished young men, mor bBrought up virgins."

Sidon, the mother city of Phoenicia, is called upon to be ashamed
view of the wretchedness of her daughter Tyre. Not only does this
3¥8e contain an apostrophe, but also personification.

The sea is represented as speaking, and in particular the strong-
>1d of the sea, referring probably to the insular city of Tyre., IThis
Lty 18 represented as a mother without children. No longer was Tyre
>unding colonies and carrying on a flourishing trade with the nations.

9Sidon the ancestress of Canaan, must bear what ecannot but cover her
Lth shame, the lament of her own daughter Tyre, that robbed as she is
” her children, she 1s like a barren woman. Because her young men and
-rgins have been done to death by war, she 1s in the very same case as

»

. 8he had never brought forth or reared them."l

5. "When the report cometh to Egypt, they shall be sorel pained at
1 report of Tyre." - ’ - 1

The Egyptians would be sorely pained at the report of the fall of
Te, because of the disastrous effect it would have upon the Egyptian
'osperity, or because the enemy who conquered Tyre might come on in
ctorlous march to Egypt. "When the Egyptians shall hear that so power-

.1l a nelghboring nationg has been destroyed, they must know their own
d 1s near,.%2 .

6. "Pass yo over to yarshish; wail ye inhabitents of the coast."

Delitzsch.
Jerome,
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The people of lyre are advised to take refuge in their colonies.
le are told that many of the people of Tyre fled to Carthage and else-
here among their colonies, both when their clty was besieged by Nebu-
hednezzar, and when it was besieged by Alexander the Great. Tarshish
'as thelr far distent coleny, probably Tartessus, a city in Spain,

7. "Is this your Joggus city, whose antiquity is of amcient days
hose feéf-carrIeg her arar o _é 80 Journt " - !

The sorrowful city that has fallen is contrasted to the joyous

ity of the past. Tyre was a clty of great antiquity, a fortified city
n the time of Joshua (Joshua 19:29),

Many interpret the last clause as future referring to the flight or
he carrying into exile of the people of Tyre. Probably a more correct

nterpretation is to refer it to the long itineraries taken by the busy
erchants of Tyre. K

8. "Who hath purposed this against ‘'yre, the bestower of crowns,

hose merchants are princes, whose tralflckers are GLhe honorable gz
he earth?™

Tyre had an enviable reputation in the political and business world,
ae had set up kings in her colonies, her merchants were princes, per-
aps meaning that they lived like princes,. and her traffickers (literally
anaanites) were of high reputation. What is the reason for the ruin of
¢clty of such reputation? Who hath purposed this against Tyre? Whose
dyal decree 1s responsible for the ruin of Tyret

. 9. "Jehovah of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all
lory, to bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth.”

v
This answers the question of versqufg Jehovah of hosts hath purposed

> profane the pride of Tyre. 1is. 14:24¢% 46:10-11; Acts 4:28; Eph. 1:11;
t11l; Dan, 4:37; I Cor. 1:26-29; Jas. 4:6. "God resisteth the proud."

10. "Pass through the land as the Nile, O daughter of Tarshish;
wre is no restraint any more." - - '

The last clause "may be taken in opposite senses, as denoting the
\llure of strength and general dissolution, or the absence of restraint
id freedom from oppression.” Removal of the girdle refers to weakness
} Job 12:21. Compare Ps. 18:32. The second view is that the colonies
'leased from all restralnt, by the fall of Tyre, throw off allegiance.
‘he girdle 1s the supremacy of Ilyre, which has hitherto restrained all
\dependgnt action of the part of the colony."4

11. "He watu s.retched out his hand over the sea, he hath shaken the
ngdoms; Jehwvah hath given commandment concerning Canaan, to destroy
1 strongholds thereof.” : .

"Jehovah has stretched out His hand over the sea (Ex. 14:21), in and
. which Tyre and its colonles lie; He has thrown into a state of anxious

Delitzsch,
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excitement the countries of anterior Asia and the Egypto-Ethlopiani quar-
ter, and with regard to Canaan has commissioned instruments of destruction.
The Phoenicians themselves called their country Canaan, but in.the 0ld
Testament the name occurs in thls most restricted application only here."9

12. "and he said, Thou shalt no more re;oice, O thou oppressed vir-
FEE daughter o Sldon; arise, pasSs over © ; even there s tThou
Nave N0 rest.” — -

Virgin daughter of Sidon probably refers to the people of Phoenicia
in general, as does the word "Canaan" in the above verse. Oppressed
virgin daughter of Sidon refers to the people as overpowered by the enemy.
Previously they were a joyous people, but the immeédiate future contains
sorrow for them, for the purpose of judgment of Jehoveh shall stand.

The exhortation, "Arise, pass over to Kittim" has a force similer
to the similar injunction in verse six. Refuge in the colony is advised,
yet even so that will not mean rest. Even there they will not be free
from disturbance, a sad plight is here. pictured to the Phoenicians.

13. "Behold, the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not3 the
Assyrian founded 1T IoF them that dwell IR the willderness; thay set up &
their towers; they overthrew The palaces thereoT; they mede It a ruin."

This verse is commonly understood to mean that the Chaldeans were
jod's instrument in the ruin of Tyre. "As the destroyers of the palaces
>f Tyre he names the Chaldeans - this people which hitherto, notwlth-
standing its great antiquity (Jer. 5:15), has not distinguished itself
18 & conqueror of the world (f. Hab. 1:6), but was subject to the Assyrians,
#wnich now, however, after it has destroyed Assyria, i.e. N@nevah, has
»isen to power." ‘ *

Chaldea was the native country of Abreham (Gen. 11:31). The Chal-
leans were the predatory people who attacked Job (Job 1:17). "Among jke
‘our great kingdoms or empires on the Euphrates, secular historians.flace
‘he Chaldean as the first in order or earliest, lasting about ten cen-
urles, from B.C. 2300 to about B.C. 1300; the Assyrian empire next,
28ting about six and a half centuries, from B.C. 1270 to B.C. 625; the
Jabylonian empire third in order, continuing from about B.C. 625 to B.C.
383 and the Medo-Persian fourth.  After their subjugation, in B.C. 1300,
‘hey (the Chaldeans) held an insignificant place in history for over six
ienturies, but recovered themselves in B,C. 625, and established a new
Ilngdom known as the Babylonian Empire."

14."Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for your stronghold is laid waste."

Here is a repitition of the call to lamentation and the reason there-
‘or similar to that found at the beginning of the prophecy. The strong-
©ld 1s evidently the same as is mentioned in verse four, namely, insular
'yre.

15, "And it shall come to pass in that day, that e shall be for-
@ﬁten seventy years, according to the days of one kilng: after the end

seventy years 1t shall be unto Tyre as in thé Song of the harlot,"

o Ibid.
« Ibid. .
o Shaff's Bible Dictionary.
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The prophecy of the recovery of Tyre is prefaced by a prediction that
t will remain in ruins or obscurity, or without its commerce for seventy
ears, according to the days of one king. One king, probably refers to
ne kingdom or dynasty (see Dan. 7:17,and 8:20) and that the Babylonian

onarchy. When Babylon was taken by Cyrus, the nations conquered by
ebuchadnezzar were given their 1iberty.

The rise of Tyre to commersial prosperity after the period of ob-
curity is foretold under the figure of the song of the harlot. "It shall

e to Tyre as the song of the harlot, namely, a har%ot that has been for-
otten, but who attracts notice again by her song."

16. "Take a harp, ég about the city, thou harlot that hast been for-
otten; make sweek melo Y sing many songs, that thou mayest be remembered."

It is thought by many that these are the words of the song of the
arlot. The force of the comparison is that Just as the forgotten har-
ot seeks to attract attention and win admirers for herself, so would
he eity of Tyre that had been for a long period, unnoticed in the world
f commerce, exert herself to recover her lost trade, soliciting notice
nd patronage of the merchants of the world.

17. "And it shall come to pass after the end of sevénty jyears, that
shovah will vIsit Tz%e, and she shall return To her hire, and shall

lay the harlot wit 1 The kIngdoms of the world upon the Tace of the
arth, " - s

This figure is generally understood as predicting the restoration
f "cormercial intercourse without necessariiy implying guilt. -- Certain
t 1s that the Scriptures more than once compare the mutual solicita-
Loms of commerclial enterprise to illicit love. That the comparison
>é8 not necessarily involve the idea of unlawful or dishonest trade, is
ifficiently apparent from the following verse.'9 _

The restoration of Yyre's commercial importance is here attributed
> the favor of Jehovah. Without the favor of His providence men meay
111d but God will throw down. (See Mal. 1:4).

"Tyre shall now by degrees come to be the mart of nations again; she
1all return to her hire, to her traffic, and shall commlt fornication;
1¢ shall have dealings 1n trade (for she carries on the similitude of
harlot) with all the kingdoms of the world, that she had formerly
*aded with in her prosperity. The love of worldly wealth is a spiritual
1oredom, and therefore covetous people are called adulterers and adul-
)resses (Jas. 4:4) and covetousness is spiritual idolatry."1O

18. "And her merchandise and her hire shall be holineas to Jehovah;
; 8hall not be treasured nor Iald up; for her merchandise shall be for
lom that dwell before Jehovah, to eat sufficlently, and For durable

othing."

In the previous verse 1s foretold the restoration of commercisl pros-
rity, due to the goodness of God. Yhis verse looks still farther into

, Fausset.
, Alexander.
)e Matthew Henry Commentary. -
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;he future with a more glorious prophecy of their return to Jehovah in
‘epentance due to God's grace evidenced by the consecration of their
ommercial gains unto Jehovah, 'the Psalmist Joins in simllar prophecy.
jee Ps. 45:12; 72:10; 87:4. This was partly fulfilled in the time of
hriste Mu. 15:2.-28; Mark 3:8; and of Paul, Acts 21:3-6, and of.

‘erome who said, "We have seen churches built to the Lord in Tyre; we

lave beheld the wealth of all, which was not treasured up nor hid, but
hich was given to those who dwelt before the Lord," Compare Mt. 6:19-21.

As we reach the last verse of this prophecy on the ruin and recovery
f Tyre we are reminded of the words of Paul, "But where sin abounded,
race did abound more exceedingly." (Rom. 5:20b).
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Chaps. 24-27. World-wide Judgment issuing in Israel's Redemption.

"The third great section of the Book of Isaiah embraces chapters
24-27, which tell of Jehovah's world judgment, issuing in the Re-
demption of Israel. . . The prophet's fundamental stand-point in
chapters 24-27 is the same as that of 232-4 and chapters 13-23. Yet
the prophet not infrequently throws himself forward into the remote
future, oscillating backward and_forward between his own times and
those of Israel's restoration,."

"Chapters 24-27 are the finale to chapters 13-23, and that in the
strictest sense of the word: This concluding cycle performs the same
function as the finale in musical composition, - it gathers into one
grani impressive whole the previously scattered themes. . . This entire
finale is a great gallelujah to chapters 13-23, hymnlike in content,
musical in form,"

Chap. 24, Here is a description of the confusion, chaos and calame
ities in the earth. Verses 1-12. Yet in the midst of it 211 there is
a ghorus of praise from the remnant (13-16). This is followed by a
continuation of thgpicture of judgment (vss 16=20). The climax of the
chapter tells of tle conquering presence of Jehovah (vss 21-23),

Chape 25. If judgment is prominent in chap. 24, thenksgiving and
praise are emphasized in chap. 25. Here are bresented first, thankse

giving in view of the destruction of the enemy, and the deliveTance

of God's people (vss 1-5). Second, there is a glorious prediction of
the triumphs in Zion, bringing bountiful blessings (vss 6-8) and

third is expressed thankful trust in view of the treading down of Moab,
the enemy of Israel,

Chap, 26. The chorus continues, with trust in Jehovah being pare
ticularly expressed. The chapter opens by foretelling praise 1o Jehovah
and an exhortation to trust in Him ani the reasons therefor (vss 1-6).
The prophecy continues somewhat in The Torm of = meiltation on the
ways of Jehovah (vss 7-10)« Then the spirit of Prayer so evident all
thru the chapter gives further expression to the prayer of confidence
and hope in Jehovah (11-19). The concluding verses are in the form of
a call to thepeople to 2 waiting in private, patient expectation and
hope (vss 20-21),

Chap. 27, Two lealing ideas in this chapter are Judgment and Sal-
vation, an alteruation between the two in the so=-calledpendulum movemen t
so characteristic of certain section#bf Isaiah's prophécy.

First,'with vivid figures of speech Jehovah's vengeance upon His
enemies is foretold (vs 1). Then comes the song of Jehovah's vineyard
which will be protected from invasion, with Jehovah as its Keeper ivss
2-6) .

The following paragraph presents Jehovah's visitation in mercy and
in judement (ves 7=11)., .Finally is foretold the salvation of the Jews
sba%iereﬁ abroad, through their being ingatherel by Jehovah, andi their

vorship of Jehovah at Jerusalem. (vss 12-13),
®

1. George L. Robinson.
2. Delitzsch on Isaiah,
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Chape. 24:1. "Behold,'Jehovah maketh the earth empty, and m@keth
it Wa;te? and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhab-
itants thereof."

The opening verse may be considered as a theme verse of which the
following verses are expansions and illustrat}ons. The verse "is ex=
pressive anl thorough; the words are those which were used for cleaning
a dirty d1ish."® The "earth" is here evidently not limited to Judah or
the lani of Palestine. (See verse four where the.word "world" is gsed).
"rith the very first versz the prophecy leaps far beyond all pa?tlcular
or national conditions." No doudbt the prophet had Judah particularly
in mind as he was expecially sent to theJews but his view seems to
extend to the neighborhood of nations ad in chapters 13-23. See Is.
1:7-9; 6:11, 12, Jehovah perverteth the face of_the earth, upturning
it, scouring it, and scattering abroad its inhabitants. Compare II
Kings 21:13; Deut. 28:64; Zech., 13:7-9; Jas, 1l:l.

2, "AgiF& shall be as with the peo le, s0 with the priest; as with
the servant,' so with his master; as with the maid, 50 with her mistress;

ag with the buver, so with the seller; as with the creditor, so with

ihe debtor; as with the taker of interest, so with the giver of interest
o him." ‘

All ranks and classes andi conditions of people shall share alike
in the calamities of Jehovah's Judgment., There is no distiction because
of rank or riches. Dan. 9:5-8, "It means that all wuld be involved in

the same.calamity, andi there would be no favored class that would
escape."

3. "The earth gshall beutterly emptied, andutterly laid waste; for
Jehovah hath spoken this wdrd,." !

The thoroughness of the judgment, and the absolute certainty of
its accomplishment are here set forth. Compare Is., 6:11-12; Lev. 263
30=35,

4, "The garth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and
fadeth away, the lofty peopile of the earth do languish,?®

"Earth" and "world" are parallel expressions here as in chap,
26:9. Alexander says, "'Earth' and 'world' are not to be taken in their
widest sense, but as poetical descriptions of the country." The dese
olation foretold in verse one is here further described. It is like a

flower that fades andi languishes, and in it are included the high ones
of the people., Is., 2:11-12, : '

5. "The earth also is polluted under the inhabitants thereof; beg-

cause they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken %he
everlasting covenant,®

The earth is polluted or profaned because of the sin of man, Matter
in itself is not evil, but the effect of sin on the material universe
has been marked since the sin of our first parents., See Gen. 3:17=-18,
The ground was cursed for man's sake. Compare Gen. 6:11-13; Lev., 18

3¢ Ge Ao Smitho
4, G A, Smith,
S« Barnes,
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£4-28; Ps. 106:36-39; Rom. 8:20-21. lan's disobedience to the will of
God is expressed in the second part of the verse. Compare IB._1=2-5;

59:1-3, 12-15; II Kings 17:7-23; Dan., 9:5-10. For the expression "ev=
erlasting covenant" compare Gen, 9:16; Gen. }7:13-14;;11 Sam, 2335; Ps.
105:10; Heb. 13:20. Some consider the allusion here is to Gen. 9:16.

6. "Therefore hath the curse ievoured the earth, and they that dwell
therein are found guilty: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are
burned, and few men left."

The curse becauseﬁﬂban's transgressions is described in its effect
upon the earth and its inhabitants. Dan. 9:11. The curse devours and
burns. Ise. 1:31l; 5:24; 9:19; 10:22,

7. "The new wine@ourneth, the vine languisheth, all the merry-
hearted 4o sigh."

Barnes suggests that the new wine mourns because there are none to
drink it, and the vine languishes because there are none to cultivate it.
Instead of laughter is sighing. .

ee—

8« "The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice
endeth, and the joy of the harp ceaseth." .

Not only the mirth of their dArinking, but also the mirth of their
accompanying music ceases, Compare Is., 5:11-14,

9. "They shall not drink wine with a song; strong drink shall be
bitter to them that drink it," —

They shall no longer find pleasure in drinking wine, and shall lose
their taste for strong drink.

10. "The waste city is broken down; every house is shut up, that
no man may comgin.®

"The world‘and its pleasure are judged, judged also the city o;
the world, where the world's power and pleasure were concentrated,"
Some think the city of Jerusalem is referred to particularly, others

that the word refers to cities in general. The city will suffer desol-
ation, confusion, destruction.

1ll. "There is a crying in the streets because of the wine; all joy .
is Aarkened, the mirth of the land is gone,"

There is lamentation, lack of wine, lack of light, lack of laughter
in the land. Compare Hos. 7:14; Jer. 14:2; Is. 32:13,

12. "In the city is left desolatign, ani the gete is smitten with
destruction." B

In the place of the joy in the city there is desolation, and in the
place of glory is destruction. "'Gates' can be used figuratively for the
glory of a city (Is. 3:265 14:31; Jer. 14:2; Lem. 1:4; contrast Ps. 87:2),
but wiether the mil&tary force, the rulers or the people is in mind can-
not be determined " o

6. Delitzsch on Isaiah,
7. Burton Scott Easton.
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13. "For thus shall it be in the midst of the earth among the
peopled 28 the shaking of an olive-tree, as the gleanings when the

vintage is done."

At this verse the pendulum begins to swing back from the picture
of chaos ani confusion with its curse and its cause, towards phe chorus
of praise from.the remnant. There is first foretold the glorious fact
that there will be a remnant in the midst of the desolation of the earth,
the same figure of speech being used as in chapter 17:6.

For doctrine of the remnant see also Isaiah 1:9; 6:13; 10:20-22;
Rom., 1l:2-6.

14, "These shall 1ift up their voice, they shall shout; for the
majesty of Jehovah thev cry aloud from the Seca."

"These" is emphatic, referring to the remnant of the preceding
verse.

Over against the sorrow of the preceding verses, there is here
foretolil the shouting for joy, as the pendulunm swings back striking the
chord soundedi thru the prophecy of Isziszh, The Jjoy of the redeemed
because of the majesty of Jehoveh will be expressed in shouting and -
crying aloud. Compare chap. 12:1-63 25:1; 26:1s 27:2; 35:2, 10; 40:9;
42:10-12; 44:23; 51:11;3 52:7-9; 54:1; Hab., 3:16=18.- "The reason and
matter of rejoicing is the majesty of Jehovah, that is, that Jehovah
has shown Himself so majestic in Jjudgment and mercy (12:5-6), and is
now so manifest in His exaltedness (2:11, 17), Therefore the sound of
rejoicing comes from the lediterranean (from theasea), by which the
lanl where Jénovah's cormunity dwelt is washed,"

15. "Wherefore glorify ye Jehovah in the east, even the name of
Jehovah, the God of Israel, in the isles of the sea."

The word "east" is also translated "lights" or "fires", Taking
tne last as the most correct reading some suggest that the expression
refers to the glorifying of Jehovah in the fires of affliction, as 4id
the three Hebrew children (Dan.3)s The first translation, "east",
probably has more in its favor, meaning "the region of sunrise or of
dawning light in opposition to the sea or west,"

This second interpretation makes the verse closely parallel to Mal,
l:1la "For from the rising of the .sun even unto the going down of the
same my name shall be great among the Gentiles."

16. "From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard songs;
Glory to the righteous," )

"But I said, I pine away, I pine awvay, woe is me! the treacherous
have dealﬁﬁreachouslx; yea, the treacherous have dealt very treacherously."
L}

Torld-wide oraise to Jehovah is heard, the substance of the grand
chorus, being "Glory to the righteous". »Ps, 2:8; 22:27-31; 67:7; 72:8-11.

8. Delitzsch on Isaiah,
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Many interpreters agreeing with Calvin consider the word "righteous®
as referring to God, the Righteous One. Rev. 15:3; 16;5-7; 19:1-6.
Others agree with Delitzsch in thinking it refers to righteous people
in general. 1Is. 3:10; 60:21,

In tne midst of this verse the »eniulunm swings beck frpm the chorus
of presise from the remnant.to the cry of sain from the »rophet, =2s he
takes up again the subject of the juigment upon the earth because of
sin. "The wori implying treachery CIL%) is repected no less than five
tines in varions forms in this single tlause, ani shows howgstrongly
the ilea hed taken vossession of the mind of the prophet.n Hos. 6:7,

17. "Fear, ani the nit, zni the snare, zre upon thee, O inhabitant
of the earth."

Sinilar words =are found in Jer. 48:43 with reference to ioab. Fear,
pit, and snare are hunting terms. Wild animels were frightened into
holes or pitfalls, or into a gin or nets Compare Isaiah 8314,

18. "And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise
of the fear shall fall into the pit; andhe that cometh up out of the
milst of the pit shall be taken in the snere: for the winiows on nigh
are ovened, and the foundations of the earth tremble."

The first part of this verse explains the preceding verse. "The
sense is that they were novwhere safei that if they escaped one danger,
they immedliately fell into anotner."© amos, 5:19 presents a similar
thought, "He who shall flee through dread of a lion shall meet a bears
anl if he go into the house, when he leaneth on a wvall, a serpent shall
bite him." See also Joshua 10:10-11; I Kings 20429-30; Job 18:8~16.

In predicting the calamities of the judgment to come, first the
figure taken from the art of hunting is used. In the second part of the
verse the first reference is evidently to a deluge, and the second to
an earthquake, thus making a cumulative description of the calamities,
coming from above, and from below, and from all sides., See Gen, 7:11
and Ps. 46:2=3,

19. "The earth is utterly broken, the earth is rent assunder, the

———

earth is shaken violently,"

The original language here is very emphatic., "By breaking, the land
is broken; by scattering, the lani is scatterel; by cormotion, the land
is moved." '

The earth first of all gets fractured,lihen Yawning chasms open,
once more it sways to and fro, and falls." Compare Num. 16:31-32 and
NDeut. 1ll:6; Is, 34:4-10; Rev, 20:11. °

20, "The earth shall stagger like 2 drunken man, ani shall sway to
anl fro like 2 hammock; ani the transgression Ihereof shall be reavy ~
upon it,_ani it shall fall, anﬂgot rise 2g2in," -

9. Barnes. ¢
loo I’Oi". °
11, Delitzsch on Isaiah,
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Here is the climax of the description .of the ezurthqueke using
the figure of a irunken men, ani a swinging hammock, And the cesuse of
the czlocnities unon the enrth anl the consequence are given in the
last part of the verse., Sin is a burden upon the earth. (See note at
close of chapter one.) "Sin is a burden to the whole creation; it is
a heavy burien unier which it groans now, and will sink at last. Sin
is tue ruin of states, and kingloms, znd families; they fall under the
weight of that talent of lesd, Zech. 537-8." 12

21. "ind it shall come to pass in that lay, that Jehovah will pun-
isi _the host of the high ones on-nigh, anl the kings of the earth upon
the earth."

There are two.prevalenjinterpretations of the first part of this
verse, one is that it refers to earthly powers, the other that it refers
to the host of heaven. .Alexendler, favoring the former view points out
that "high" is & relative expression and although a_2lied to heaven in
verse 18, is andlied to earth or to humrn society in verse 4., "The
sense may simply be that God will judge the high or lofty host, nzmely,
tae Xings of the laniupon the land." (Calvin takes a similar view, con-
gsidering the first nart of t%; verse a metaphor which is expleined in

iirect lengicge in the secondpart of the verse,

The other view which considers the reference to the host of heaven
explains it as "either the visible hosﬂbf heaven (the present economy
of nature, affected by the sun, moon, ani stars, the objects of idol=-
atry, being abolished, ch. 65:17; 60:19, simultaneously with the corrupt
polity of nmen); or ratner, the invisible rulers of the darkness of this
world, as the antithesis to 'kings of the earth" shows. Angles moreovig
presiie 2s it were, over kingioms of the world. (Dan. 10:13, 20, 21)n
Is. 34:2; Rev. 17:14,

22+ "Anl they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are sathered
in the pit, and snall be shut up in the prison; and after many days shall
they Dbe visited,.,"

"The sense of the first clause evidently is that they shall be im-
prisoned. The persons meant are tie principalities andfpowers of the
verse preceling. There are two interpretations of the lrerb 'visited!?,
According to one it means 'they shall be punished, or at least broughf
forth to judgment', Thebther isy 'they shall be visited in mercy'", 4
Compare Josh. 10:16-27; Jer. 38:6-13; 52:31-34; Zech. 9:11-12; II Pet.
Rs4s Jude 6, '

23. "Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed; for

Jehovah of hosts will reign in mount Zion, andEn Jerusalem; and before
his elders shall be glory."

"The glory of the Creator infinitely outshines the glory of the
brightest creatures."ld Is. 60:19-20; Joel 2:31; Merk 13:24-26; Rev. 21:
233 22:5,

12. Matthew Henry Commentary,
13. J.F. and Brown Cormentary.
l4. Alexanier on Isaiah,

15. Matthew Henry Commentary,
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"When the Lord shall visit his people, and cleanse the Church
from its defilement, he will establish a kingdom so illustrious that
it will darken the sun and stars by its brightness, " 16

Barnes suggests that "the heavenly bodies are often employed in .
the sacred writings to denote the princes and kings of the earth." ‘
With this view in mind he says, "It may be added that when Jehovah, by
the Messiah, shall reign over all the earth, all the glory of princes
anévonarch's shall be dimmed; the celebrity of their wisdom and power
and’ plans gha}l be obscured in the superior splendor of the wisdom of
God, in reigning through his Son over the human race, Come that
blessed day and speedily let the glory of the moon be confounded, and

the sun be ashamed, and all inferior magnificence fade g
splendor of the Sun of Righteousness}" vey before the

l6. Calvin,.
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Chap. 256. (See Introduction to this section). Dr. Delitzsch calls
chapters 20=-26 "The Fourfold Hymnic Echo"., The first echos salvation

of the peoples after the fall of the world, chap. 25:1-8; the second
echo: the abasement of Moab, 25:9-12, .

25:1. "Q Jehovah, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will rgise
thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things, even coungﬁlsrdfmbl s .20

faithfulness and truth."

The prophecy of the glorious Kingdom of Jehovah made in chap., 24:23
prepares the way for the praise of Jehovah in this chapter. Here is
taken up the note sounded by David in I Chron. 29:10-20 and in the .=
Psalms such as Ps, 118:28; 145:1, and is heard again in Rev: 5:9-14,

Reason for praise is expressed in the second part of the verse.
Jehovah has done wonderful things, (Ps. 78:4; 98:1; Rev. 15:1) even
counsels of old (Is. 22:11; 37:26; 46:10; 28:29). :

Faithfulness and truth characterize the living Jesus (Rev, 3:14;
19:11). The word in the Hebrew for "truth" is "Amen", "let it be". "The
word denotes that the purposes of God were firm, and would certainly
be fulfilled."l !

2. "For thou hast made of a city a heap, of a fortified city & ruin,
a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be buiit.”

This verse may refer, by way of anticipation, to the literal fall
of Babylon (Is. 21:9), or it may be applied more remotely to the fall
of the city of the world-empire, which is figuratively represented in
Revelation by Babylon (Rev. 18:2,3,19)., "For we have not here an abide
ing city, but we seek after a city which is to come." (Heb. 13:14).

3. "Therefore shall a strong people glorify thee; a city of ter-
rible nations shall fear thee,."

"The destruction of Babylon, and the fulfillment of prophecy thereby,
shall lead even the boldes§ and wildest of the heathen to acknowledge
Jehovah as the true God."

The effect of God's judgment is to cause heathen peoples to glorify
Him, and to fear Him. Is. 24:15; Ps, 72:8-11; Ezek. 38:23; Ezek. 39:2]1-
22; Zech. 14:9; Rev., 11:15, Compare in particular the Song of lioses
and the Lamb. Rev. 15:3-4,

4. "For thou hast been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to
the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade from the

eat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as & Storm against the wall."

Here we are told something of the kind of God we have in Jehovah;
the kind of people who enioy His favor, and the kind of enemy we have.
Jehovah is a stronghold, (Is., 17:10; 27:5; Ps. 28:8) a refuge .(Is. 4:
5-63 14:32; Ps. 46:1), a shade (Ps, 121:5-8). The poor and needy may

l. Barnes. ,
2« Alexander on Isaish.
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Him and find help. (Is. 1l:4; 29:193 66:2§ Ps. 12355 35:10; \\
!%ggi,zgg ézph. 3:12; Jas? 2:5). Our,enemies are terrible and violent
like a storm against a wall (Mt. 7:25-27), but are broken by the
strength of Jehovah., (Is. 29:5, 20; 49:25). o

5. "As the heat in a dry place wilt thou bring down the noise of E
strangers; as the heat by the shade of a cloud, the song of the terrible !é

ones shall be brought low."

"The sufferings of Israel under oppression shall be mitigated and Xj
relieved as easily and quietly as the intense heat of the sun by an
intervening cloud. The noise mentioned in the first clause is probably q
the tumult of battle and conquest, and thg song in the last clause the
triumphalisong of the victorious enemy." v

erses 6-8 give a glorious picture of the bountiful blessings of u
Zion, the plenteous grace of the Gospel Church. Verse six sets forth ;
the blessings of the Messianic Kingdom under the emblem of a feast,
giving the place, the Preparer, the people to be present, and the pProve k
ision made. The place is Mount Zion, Ps. 78368; Is. 4:1-2; Heb, 12:22, ~
8o often emblematical of the Church. The Preparer is Jehovah of Hosts Q¥
(Mt. 22:1-10; Luf 14:16-23) who will also be present to preside. The '

people are from all nations (Dan. 7314, Mark 16:15). The provision j
is plenteous grace. Ps. 23:5; 36:8; 63:5; Rev. 1939,

7. "And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the coverin

that covereth all peoples, and the veil that is spread over all nations,"

Not only will Jehovah make a feast in Zion for His people, but He
will also remove their spiritual blindness and sorrow. "The influence
to go forth from this centre shall dispel the darkness, both of ignor-
ance and sorrow, which now broods over the world. -~ Most interpreters
suppose an allusion to the practice of veiling the face as a sign of
mourning, which agrees well with the next verse and is no doubt included,
but the words seem also to express t&e idea of a veil upon the un-
derstanding. (See above, ch. 22:8)" Is. 60:1-3; II Cor., 3:15-163
Eph, 4:18; 5:8; John 8:12.

8. "He hath swallowed up death forever; and the Lord Jehovah will
wipe away tears from off all faces; and the reproach of his peopie wiil
he take away from off all the earth: Ifor Jehovah hath spoken it."

Not only will Jehovah remove darkness, but also death, not only
sorrow, but also shame.

He hath swallowed up death victoriously., Here is a foreshadowing
of the doctrine of the resurrection. See Hos. 133145 I Cor. 15:26, 543
II Tim. 1:10; Heb. 2:14-15: Rev. 20:14., Not only Divine power and love
are manifested in the removal of darkness and death, but also Divi ne
tenderness and love in the removal of sorrow and shame., "When Jehovah

3¢ Alexander on Isaiah, .
4, Ibid.,



138 | 147

removes the veil he sees the tears and wipes them away." 5 Rev,
7:17; 21:4. Jesus “"Carried our sorrows" fIs. 53:4) "endured the
cross, despising the shame" (Heb., 12:2). See also Mt. 5:11-12; Heb,
11:26; I Pet. 4:14. Jesus will dispel darkness, death, dishonor.

9. "And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for him, and he will save us; this is Jehovah; we have

waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation,"

Verses 9-12 express thankful trust in view of the treading down
of Moab, the enemy of Israel.

The object of praise is God, Jehovah, (Is. 40:9; 52:10), the
source of Salvation (Is,. 35:4). "We have waited long, but hg is come
at last, to vindicate his truth and our reliance upon him,"

"Taited is chargcteristic of God's people in all ages. (Gen.
49:18; Titus 2:13)" Ps. 2731143 37:5-7; Luke 2325, 28-30.

This song of praise is characterized by faith, patience, joy.
Compare chap. 12,

10. "For in this mountain will the hand of Jehovah rest; and

Moab shall be trodden down in his place, even as straw is troiden down
in the water of the Junghill,® ’

In Mt. Zion, emblematical of the Church of God,will the protecting
hand of Jehovah rest. Ps. 132:13-14; Ezek. 48:35; Zeph. 3:15-17. While
Israel will be protected Moab, the enemy of God's people will be sube
Jugated, degraded, destroyed. 1Is. 113143 chaps. 15 and 16; Num, 24:17;
Zeph. 2:9,

1l. "And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst thereof, as

he that swimmeth spreadeth forth his hands Yo swim; but Jehovah will lay
low his pride together with the craft of his hands,."

Interpreters differ in their understanding of the metaphor in the
first part of this verse. Calvin and Matthew Henry think the swimmer
is God, whose hands strike down the foe on each side with the ease of
a swirmmer in his strokes thru the water. Others such as Alexander and
Delitzsch, think the swimmer is Moab itself, struggling in vain to save
itself from the manure-pond into which it had been trampled down like
‘8traw in the water of the dunghill. "The 1owntrodden straw now becomes
a living person, and struggles in the filthy pool to save himself from
drowning, but in vain," Jehovah will bring low the pride of loab.
Is. 16:6, 14; Jer. 48:29, 42; Dan, 4:37; Jas. 4:6,

124 "And the high fortress of thy walls hath he brought down, laid
low, anibrought to the zround, even Yo the iust." '

lioab was proud of her fortifications, Here it is emphétically stated
that these fortifications will be completely destroyed.

5. Duhm,

6« Alexanier on Isaiah,

7« Jo F. and Brown Commentary,
8. Alexander on Isaiah,
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"The Aestruction of 102b is typical of Chrisp'g vietory over
ieath (spoken of verse 8), his spoiling principalities and powers
in his cross (Col., 2:15), his pulling down Satan'g strgng@olis‘by
the preaching of his gosvel (II Cor. 10:4), ang his reigning till 211
his enemies be m=aie nis footstool, Ps, 110:1"

Cheps 26. (See Introduction to this section). "Thiri echo: Israel
as restored, or raisel to life agrin. cl.aps. 26=273:1."

263l. "In that iay shall tuis song be sung in the lend of Juizh:
Te have 2 strong city:s salveticn will he cppoint for wells 2ni bulwarks."®

In the day of deliverance promised to Isreel this song of preise
shall be sung. The spirit of the song is like thet of ririam (ZEx. 15),
Neborah (Judges 5), and Mavid (II Sam. 22). Jerusczlem, emblematiczl of
the Church of God, is as an impregnable city, Its strength is not
neterial, but spiritusl, naomely, s-lvetion from Jehoveh, 1Is. 50:18;
Zechn. 2353 1.t. 13:18.

2. "Onen ye the gotss, thet the righteous nation wiich keepeth
foith ney enter in,”

This seems to represent the seozle returning from captivity to the
grtes of Jerusalem ani allressing those who zept the gates. Is. 60:11;
Ps. 118:19-203 Rev. 21:24; 22:14,

The cadtivity was o time of chostering =n? purifying of the Jews,
anil tze nation returning nal not cjostotigel. Throvgh grece they had
become rignteous, ncTing kent the frith., Is. C0:21l; I Pet. 3:9; Juie 3,

3. "Thou wilt keep him in nerfect pezce, whose mind is stayed on
thee; because he trustetnh in thee.”

Tals is & prayer in ~hich o~ general ani glorious truth is exprezssed,
namely, that Godlis the Giverbf cerfect peace to the steadfast mind vao
trusts in Him, This Deuce comes from the Prince of Peace (Is. 9:6-7;
Micah 5:5;5 John 14327; 16:33)., It is not given to the wicked, but to
the true believer (Is, 57:19-21; Rom., 5:1; Phil, 4:7). The price of
peace was paid at the cross. Hph.. Eph. 2:313=17; Col. 1:20,.

4, "Trust ye in Jehovah forever; forin Jehovah, even Jehoveh, is
an everlasting rock," )

Tnis is an exhortation to remain steaifast, continually trusting
in Jehovah, with the reason therefor, namely, that Jehovah is = rock of

ages. Compare Ps, 55:22; 62:8; Prov. 3:5-63 Ps, 62:11; 125:1; lit. 28:18;
Phil. 4313; I Sam., 2:20 ’

"The figurative name rock, as apslied to Gol, includes the two idezs
of a hidi§5 place and a foundation, or the one complex idea of a permanent
asylum,"

5. "For he hath brought downkthem thet dwell on high, the lofty citys

or
he layeth it low, he layeth it low even to the grounds; he bringeth it
even to the Aust,."

9. Matthew Henry Cormentary.
10. Alexander on Isaiah,
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Further reason for trusf in Jehovah is the exercise of His power

in the destruction of Israel's enemy. _Compare Is. 2:12 and 25:12, The
lofty city may refer to the imperial city of Babylon. ,

6. "The foot shall treed it down; even the feet of the poor, and
the steps of the needy."

: im i basement
The poor and needy of God's people are used of Him in the a
of the engmy. Is. 60:14. Not only the proud shall be abased, but the
humble shall be exalted. Dan. 7:27; Mal. 4:3; Luke 1:51-53; Rom.,
163203 Jas. 2:5,

7. "The way of the just is uprightness: thou that art upright dost

direct the path of the just."

Verses 7-10 are in the form of a meditation on the wayskf Jehovah
in dealing with his people.

Jehovah directs the way of the righteous causing it to prosper;
he makes level the path of the just. "For Jehovah knoweth the way of the

righteous" (Ps. 1:6a). Compare Eph. 23103 I John 3:10; Jer. 10:23;
Is. 42:16; Ps. 27:11.

8. "Yea, in the way of thy judgments, 0 Jehovah, have we waited,

or thee; to thy neame, even to thy memorial name, is the desire of our
‘soul."

"For this manifestation of thy righteousness and goodness wehave
long been waiting in the way of thy judgments, that is, to see thee come

forth as judge, for {he vindication of thy people and the destruction
of their enemieg," 1

"'Neame' and 'memorial' are Synonymous, as in Ex. 3:15; Ps. 135:13;

Jehovah's memoiial is that by which He makes Himself to be remembered
(see v 13)," 12

9. "With my soul have I desired thee in the might; yea, with my
spirit within me will I seek thee garnestly; for when thy Judgments are
in the earth, the innabitants of the world iearn righteousness,"

————

The context favors the interpretation given by Alexander that there
is here expressed a special desire that Jehovah would manifest His right-
eousness by appearing as a judge, this desire being felt constantly,

"By judgments, here as in the'foregoing context, we can only understand
Judicial providences, The doctrine of the verse is, that a view of
God's severity is necessary to convince men of his justice," is Com-

pare the first half of the verse with Ps. 63:5=63 130:6; TLuke 6:12;
Is. 5536; Ps, 6331; ut, 6:33, .

) 10. "Let favor be showed Yo the wicked, yet will he not learn
righteousness; in the land of uprightness will he deal—ﬁrongfully, and
will not behold the majesty of Johovah,® —

1l. Alexander on Isaiah,
12, Cambridge Bible.
13. Alexander on Isaiah,
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" asoning of the preceding verse is here continued. As }t
was thg?g g:id tha% God's jgdgments were necessary po tgacp men righte
eousness, so it is here said that continued prosperity is 1nsuffic@ent
for that purpose. The wicked men w@ll go on to do Wickedly% ixen in
the very place where right conduct is peculiarly incumbent,

11, "Jehovah thy hand is lifted up, yet they see not: but the%
shall see thy zeal for the people, and be put to shame; yea, fire shall
devour thine adversaries,"

The hand of Goﬂhas been revealed in the histo?y of the nations,
angparticularly in Israel, but they have not seen it. "They regard not
the work of the Lord nor see the operation of His hands (Is. 5:12).

"But they have no eye to see this hand: tpey will be obliged to
see, though they do not like to do so, = they will come to feel the 15
hand of Jehovah in itself, especially as the Avenger of His people,.®
Is. 66315, 24,

12, "Jehovah, thou wilt ordain peace for us; for thou hast also

grought a1l our works for us,"

Here is expressed confidence an ope that Jehovah will establish
peace for his people in the future (Is. 26:3; 57:19; Ps, 29:11; John
14:27) and the reason for this confidence is that He has wrought all
our works for us in the past. Ps. 57:2; Is. 60:21% 64:8; Ps. 90: 16-17.

13. "0 Jehovah our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion
ovenus; but by thee only will we make mention of thy name,"

. The common explanation of "lords" is that the Babylonian oppres-
sors of Israel are meant, but the Prophet may have had in mind partic-
ularly the deities in whose name these heathen oppressors claimed to
govern, the strange gods of the nations. Jos. 2327« The last part

of the verse expresses th urpose to worship only Jehovah, acknowledging
Him only as Lord and celebrating only His name. Is. 63:7,

14, "They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, they
shall not rise: thereforgnhast thou visited ani destroyed them, and made
all remembrance of them to perish."

"It seems best to refer this verse to the. strange loris of the
foregoing verse, that is, the idols themselves, but with somRallusion,
as in that case, to thefidolatrous ovpressors of the Jews., -- The
meanin@ﬁf the verse, as connected with the one before it, is that the
strange lords who had ruled them s ould not only cease to 4o so, but, 16
so far as they were concerned, should cezse to exist or be remembered "
Ps, 135:17.

15. "Thou hast increased the nation, 0 Jehovah, thou hzst increased

the nzation; thou are glorified; thou hast enlargel 211 the boriers of
the lani," "‘

14, Alexander on Isaian,
15, Delitzsch on Isaiah,
l6. A lexander on Isaiah,
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The incrense of the n-tion, the enlirgement of the lind is one of
the —orks Jehovah nas wrought for his eorle, by nmich Jehovah is clor-
ified, anl for ~hich groteful wernowleizement must be given. Gen. 12:23
Jeut. 10:72; Is. 54:2=3; 2?s, 86:9=1C., "inl1 the Lord aidei to them day
by ey those thrt were szvei,"  (Lets 2:47).

16. "Jehovah, in troubdle he ve tuey visitel thee; thev bourel out
& prayer when thy chastening was upon them."

Trouble ani chestiseent often cause Goi's people to seek Him
earnestly in humble, submissive supplication. Deut. 4:29-30; Ps. 50:15,
Xote the case of Hannah, I Sam. 1:15, Hezekiah, Is. 37:2-3} iznasseh II
Chron, 33:12-13.

17. "Like as a woman with child, that iraveth nesr the time of her
delivery, is in pain and crieth out in her pangs; so we have been before
thee, 0 Jehovah.'

"Pregnancy anl pangs here symbholize a state of most intense ex-
pectaney, the eni of which sei?s to be so much nearer the more the
sufferings are intensifiedi.®

18, "We have been with child, we have been in »ain, we hgve a8 it
were brought forta wind; we have not wrought any iellverence in tne
ecrth; neither hnve the inhzbitants of the world fallen,®

he vivid figure of tne Toregoing verse ishere continuei ani
appliel. XoYonly the extrerie =nguish of the people is set forth, but
also their 1isaprointed hope, ani the fruitlessness of man's own effort,
Accoriling to Delitzsch's interpretation, Israel'spwn doings 1id not
avall to 'wake tue lanl salvation', that is, to 2id it in reaching
full and satisfactory szlvation.

“The 'we' is in antithesis to 'thy!, 'my' (verse 19), what Eg
vainly wttempt, God will accomplish,"

19, "Thy dead shall live; my lead bolies shall arise. Awake and
sing ye that dwell in the dust; for tuy dew 1is as the dew of herbs,
anl tne earth shall cust sorth the dead<?"

In striking contrast to the 1isappointed hope and fruitlessness

of humcn effort as set Torth in verse 18, there is uere the sromise of
resurrection through the life-giving power of God. Intervreters differ
as to the meaning of this resurrection. Some say it refers to a national
restoration of the Jews who hal been civilly dead while in captivity

at Babylon. In other woris ti.e Jrophet “represents the restorztion of
tue exiles anl of the theocracy under tne fugure of a resurrection.,m
Tnen there wes not only a national restoration, but & spiritusal res-
urrection of those who were decd in trespasses andl in sine. This also
is 1ue to the regenerating power of the Spirit of God. Or it may refer
to a literzl bodily resurrection of iniiviiusls from the dezd - a
foreshalowing o0f the Pauline loctrine of the resurrection of the body.

he Cambriige Bible sars, "There can be no loubt tnat here a literal
resurrection of indliviiuzals is foretoli," ¢ni DJr. Delitzsch says, "The
prophet uere »lainly rieans to say that those who acknowledge Jeuovah
will be wvakened out of their graves and restored to the church.”
Conp:zre Ise. 25:8; Dan. 12:2; John 5:25, 28, 293 John 11:25, 265 I Cor.
15:20=23.

- I'7.. Jelitzsch on Isalah,. B ]
18, J. Fe anil Brown Co:mentary.,. ' j
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20, "Coue, my neople, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy

-

doors gzbout thee; hide thiself for g little moment, until the iniig-
nation be overpast.®

[eN

Tais is & call to the peo_..e to & waiting in srivaete, potient
expectution ani hope. Just @s Noah enterel tae <rXy anld Jehovah shut
ain in, where he was safe from God's julguent upon a wicked world,
(Gen. 731, 16) just as the Israelites were safe in their houses from
the 1estroring =zngel, when the blood was upon their door posts (Ex.
12:72-23), so here G od's peonle are invited to enter tlreir cheombers.
e have chnambers of seprration from the world (II Cor. 6317; Rev. 1834
of safety ( Ps. 32:75 91:4), and of solituie of prayer (it, 6:8). The
time of hiding is short, for the storm of iniignation will soon be
paste Is. D54:7-8; Ps. 30:5; II Cor. 4:17,

2l. "For benoll, Jehovah cometh forth out of his place to punish
the inhsbitants of the esrth for their inigquity; the earth also snoll
lisclose ner blood, ani shall no more cover ner slain.’

A

A4 resson for patience ani hope is here expressed - Jehovah is coning
in juignent. &Juie 14, 15) Delitzsch says that the esrtn brings forth
Ewo “itnesses 1) the innocent blood, vielently shed, (2) persons
themselves who have been innocently murierel, zni who slumber within her.
"Streams of blood come to light ani bere witness; martyrs arise ani tes-
tify ageinst their murders." Gen. 4:10-11l; Rev. 6:9-11.

Chape 27. (See Introiuction to this section),

273le "In that day Jehovah with his hard andi great and strong sword

mill punish leviathan the crookel serpent; ani he will slay the monster
that is in tine sea."

Continuing the idea of chap. 26:21, this verse vividly sets forth
Jehovah's vengeance upon His enemies,

"The powers hostile to God's people zre here Symbolically repe
resented &s monsters. Leviathan the piercing (R.V. 'swift') serpent
perhaps stanis for Assyria, watered by the rapid Tigris, zni leviathan
the crookel servent for Babylon, whose river was t%s winiing Euphrates.
The 1iragon crocoiile, thet is, Egypt as in 51:9."

2. "In that day: A vineyari of wine, sing ye.untoiity®

The fourth echo: the fruitful vineyerd unier the protection of
Jehovah, 27:2-6,

Gol's peonle cre comparel to & vineyardi of wine. (Chap. 5:1-7)

An unusal interpretation is here given by .lexender who trensl:tes
the ve:se s follows: "In thst ay, 2s ¢ vineverd of wine, 2fflict her,"
Insterd of the verse heing on exhtortotion to the people to sing to the
vineysr1 or the church, this nrerosed interdret:ition would =mcke it a

challenge to her enenies to %o their worst, leclaring thet God still
nrotects mer. (See .lexznier on Isciah, Vol. I, »p. 312-14),

19, Dumrielow Comenteary.
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In our interpretation we follow the al:ziost unanimous view which
gives the IHebrew woril the sense of 'sing', insteal of ‘afflict', and
regaris the verses iimeliately following as a song.

-3. "I Jehovah am its keeper; I will water it every moment: lest
any hurt it, I will keep it night ani ley,."

A8 tie keeper of z vineyveri cultivetes anlbrotects it, so 4oes
Jehovah core for Fis heonle. Coniere s, 121, “here Jehoveh is set
forth =s the keever of Zis zeo:le, ani John 10:28.

4. "7Trath is not in me: would that the briers =nd thorns were

n
ageinst me in battled . I wouldhorch upon them, I would burn ther toretiert
2g21nsty rie in bott es, I 3 = ,

e Drouable meaning of this verse is concisely suggestedl by lex-

1ier in the following —oris: "I znm no ilonger eangry with my vecple;
-

AS]

oh thrt their enemies (as thorns ani briers) —oull array themselves
against ne, that I migat rusa upon them «¢ni consuce them," Corpare II
Sam. 73363 II ret, 2:9,

5. "Or else let him toke hold of my strength, that he may meke
pecce with me; rea, let nim make necce with me."

Over ~gninst the threat of 1estruction is the offer of salvation,
To the sinner who will come to Him for refuge, Jehovah becomes his
strenzth ani salvation. Christ crucified is the power of God., Peace
was made through the plool of the cross. Is. 2633-4, 12; 57:19; IT
Cor. 95:19-21; Eph. 2:16=17; Col. 1:20-21, , :

6. "In davs to come shall Jacob take root; Israel shall blossom
and bud; ani they shall f£ill the face of the world with fruit."”

- The song of the vineyard is supposed to end with verse five while
the figure is continued into verse six. The ides of the growth, great-
ness, anl glory of the true religion is here presented., Compare Is.
4:2; 6:13; 35:1-2; 37:31; Rom, 11:12; Rev. 11:15.

7. "Heth he smitten them 28 he smote those that smote them? or are

they slain accoriing to the slaughter of them That wers slein by Them?"

Verse 7-11 tell further of Jehovah's visitati on in mercy anﬂin
judgnment.

The answer to the questions of this verse is in the negative, for
Jehovah had not smitten Israel as He hai the empire that had attacked
Israel, neither hadi He slain His people as He did their oppressors.
Is. 10:20-~25; 37:36-38,

8. "In measure, when thou seniest them away, thou dost conteni with
them; he hzth removeld them with his rough blast in the Fay of the east
wind."

. _Contiquiﬁg_t@e thoqghﬁ of thewpgpvious versqwthe naturgof Israel's
fbhasﬁié%ﬁen%,iséfhbfﬂé&»{esa%f%@aiihrf%ﬁééiuﬁ@s~pani§hﬁd:ﬁodérate;§;éaﬁd

for & time, by baing Femoved. outiefihig placeiss if by 2, t¥ansfient stozm
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or blast of wind."20 Jer. 30:11; 46:28; I Cor. 10:13; Ps. 76:10.

9., "Therefore by this shall the iniguity of Jacob be forgiven, and
this is all the fruit of taking away his sin: that he maketh all
the stones of the altar as chalkstones that are beaten in sunder, so
that the Asherim and the sun-images shall rise no more.

Verses 7 and 8 dwell upon the nature of Israel's chastisement,
which was moderate and temporary. This verse indicates the design of
their affliction; it is a remedial measure, to produce the effect of
purging them from their sin, primarily the sin of idolatry. "By
Israel's putting away the funiamental cause of all evil, namely, id-
olatry, the guilt for which it has now to suffer will be covered, that
is,will be esteemed by God as no longer existent."2l wChastisements
expiate our offences indirectly, but not directly, because they lead
us to repentancg2 which again in turn brings us to obtain the forgive-
ness of sins." Is. 4:4; Ps., 119:67, 71; Hos. 14:8; II Chron, 14:53
3424,

10. "For the fortified city is solitary, 2 habitation deserted and
forsaken, like the wilderness: there shall the calf feed, and there
shall he lie down, and consume the branches thereof."

There are two views as to the meaning of the fortified city. One
view is that it refers to the hostile city of the enemies, the capital
of the world-empire, the same as in chap. 25:2, The other view is that
it refers to Jerusalem, made desolate by the Chaldeans. The figure of
the vineyard seems to be continued here. Such passages as Is, 5:6; 63
11-12; and Micah 3:12 seem to favor this view. In either case God's
judgment must fall upon the ungodly, whether Gentile or Jew.

11, "When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be broken
off, the women shall come, and set them on fire; for it is a peonle of
no understaniing: therefore he that made them will not have compassion
upon them, ani he that formed them will show them no favor."

The description of the desolation and destruetion of the fortified
city is here continued. Compare Ezek. 15:2-8 and John 15:6.

"No understandiing" evidently means no spiritual understanding. Is.
1:3; 5:13; Deut;-32:28-29; Jer. 8:7. The last part of the verse tells
of the fearful consequences of lack of spiritual knowledge. Hos. 4:63

Rom, 1328, 31,

12. "And it shall come to pass in that day, that Jehovah will beat of

his fruit from the flood of the River unto the brook of E ; and ye
sha.ll be gethered one by one, O ye children of 1srsel.”

From the thought of judgment of the foregoing verse, the pendulum
now swings to that of the salvation of the remnant of Israel from Assyria
to igypt through their being in-gathered by Jehovah., 1Is, 11:11-16;
24:13-16a; 56:8, These will be gethered as individuals, Mt. 18:12-14;
Luke 15:4; John 10:16.

20. Alexanier on Isaiah,
2le Nelitzsch on Isaizh.
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13. h‘nd it shall come to pass in that day, that a_great trumpet
shall be b10wn, anl tney shall come that were reedy to perish in the

lond of Assyria, and they that were outcasts in the lzni of _gyg_° and
they shall worshin Jehovah in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

The figure chrnges from that of geth erlng fruit to that pf the
blowing of a trumpet by which the outcusts in “ssyrla and in Egypt are
gethered, Compere Hos. 11311 and Zech. 10:8-12. Iiaztthew Tenry sug-
gests that the sroclanation of Cyrus, by '*1ch the Jews in c"“t1v1tv
were siven freeiom to return to their ";n4 wes this great trumpet. It
,¢311es ~1so to the gospel call to the uncor V°“tei to find sa’vetion
in C-vlqt, ani to fhe trUW" of God crlling 7is seonle from their Eroves
et the last 12y, SUl*ltuallv "estorei tnelr ql”hest spirituel ex er01se
is t&e‘Jor313) of Jerovah (Is. 2 ¢35 Lial. l:lls John 4:21-24; Heb., 12

223 Heve 73 15) realizing the cqlef en4 of man, which is to glorify uod
eni enjoy Him forever.,
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Caznters 28=33. . Series of oes. ”

r. itzsch says of chepters 28-32 that they “"are as faithful a
reflegiiogei%tihe stzte of the nation unier Hezekiah 28 chaps 7-12 are
of its state unier Ahaz. The age of Ahez is characterized by tame sur-
renier to the Assyrian bonilage; that of Hezekiah, by carpal striving
after freedom. T:ie nation wished to shake off the Assyrian yoke; but o
in reliance on the help of Zgypt, not on Jehovah. This policy of.leanlng
on Lgypt is traced by Isaiah in chans 28-38\at§p>by step", while in
chap 33 the last woe is directed egainst Assyria. @

Chap, 28. Judgment on Semaria and Jerusalem in the midist of vhich
llercy is Rememberedi.

The contents of this chepter mey be briefly expressel s follows:
1. Tae irunkenness of Iphraim will leri to dest uction., (vss 1.4) 2.
T o the rermont of ™is weonle Jehovah himself will he o crovn ©nl 1islem
ivinzg then —isdiom ~n' ‘strencth, (vss 5-C) 3. DJrun-enness in Judsh,
ésnecfally o oriest eand proohet, and their ies2ising of instruction of
God's orophet, will lead to destruction, (vss 7-13) 4. Depeniance upon
human diplomuney rother twn livine 1elivsrince i1l 2esd to lestruc-
tion. 8afs v from the overflawing secourge no;r he secvred only ta2roush
belief in the 3Stone., (vss 14-22) &, Jivine leclings with men cre illuse
trotel ' wgrienlture. (vss 23-29),

- o~
VT

W mle Py

28:le "Joe to the ¢ ovn of oride of the Irunzoris of sonreix, ond
to the frilins flover of nis Zlorious besuty, vuich is on the heni of
the fat vellev of tuen thot =re overcone with wine.®

By "Bphraim" the prophetﬁas in minqthﬂﬁgngiom of the ten tribes;
the irunkaris are the sinful Jopulation, anil “the crown of Pride" their
canital city of Samaria,

Because the city would soon be destroyel it
is 2lso called the faiing flower.

"In a single image of grest beauty
the »ropnhet describes the pieturescue situstion if the city, the tone
of its society, ani its ripeness for juigment." "Sameria lay on a
beautiful circular hill, waich commanied the countrs
regal way (Amos 4:1; 631)

¥ obout it in a
» anl swellel up from a ieep, broail bzsis of
two stadia in diameter, encircled by 2
(Amos 3:9),

garlani of still higher mountains
The situation was cormand

: ling, the hill cult%vated up to the
top in terraces, the neighborhood spleniid snd fertile,n

Pride ani intemperance were outstaniing sins of Ephraim, ani the
cause of this first woe of this series of woes,

Compare 5311, 22; Prov.
23:29-303 Amos 6363 II ¥ings 18:10~12,

2. "Behold, the Lord hs

th a mighty ani strong one;
hail, a jestr ring storm,

28 a temvnest of
. e e ra— —
as a temnest of _lghty waters overflowing, will
be cast down to the earth mwith the hani, v
Ve a e d L T ST e B T

Assyrisa s Jehoven's instrument for the overthew of Isrcel, snd
vas Hropably the nighty and strong one referrel to here, Comzrre 837

l. Srohrilee 3idle,
S

Yo 2elitzseh on Iscih
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enl 1C¢5. Tith violence the pride of Ephraim was to be cast down.
Mte 7:25-27.

3-4., "The crown of pride of the irunkards of Ephraim shall be trodden..
under foot, and the faling flower of his glorious beauty! which 1s on

the ne:zd of the fzot velley, shell be os the first-ripe fig before tne
suniers hick ~hen ae thot looneth uporn it seetn, Thile it Is vet in

his hozihe entetn it up.”

suicria will be completely lestrored, trolien unier foot, swvallowed

upe. The reguler secson for ripe figs i& _usust. The first-ripe figs
were in June - rare au? lelicious fruit, ergerly devoured,

"This compnrison expresses the cvidity with which the eneny would
seize upon Semaria, ani perhaps the comdleteness of its desolcotion,™

Se "In thet lay will Jeioveh of hosts become g crovn of glorv, =znd
a liciem of beauty, unto the :resiiue of his oeople,™

In contrast to the false glory of Euxureim waich will fz1e, Jehovah
will be the true glory to the remnant. Compere Is. 4:2«63 10:20-21;
45:255 6031, 193 Rom, 11:5, :

6. "Anl a soirit of justice to him thet sitteth in judgment, ani
strength to them that turn back the battle at tne gote.®

Jehovah himself, "the Lori of the seven spirits" (1Is. 11:2) will be
a spirit of justice to the nagistrates, as He was to Joseph (Gen., 41:
38=-39), to the seventy elders appointed to essist loses (Ium, ll:lﬁ-l?)l
to Solomon (I Kings 3:28); ani strength to the warriors, 285 He was to
Joshua (Josh. 1:9),an1 to Hezekiah and his men (II Chron. 32:6-8)
Psalm 45:1, 11,

7. "And even these reel with wine, and stagger with strong drink;
the oriest anil the nrophet reel with strong drink, they zre swallowed up
of wine, they stagger with strong drinks they err in vision, they stumble

in judgment,”

Not only is there Arunkenness in Samaria, but also in Jerusalen,
as in these verses the 8outhern Kingdom is in the mind of the rrophet.
Not only the cormon people, but especially the leaders fall into lisgrace-
ful intemperance, with the result thaet they err in the exercise of their
official functions. ILev, 10:9-10; Prov. 20:1; 31:4-5,

8¢ "For all tables cre full of yomit ani filthiness, 850 thet there
is no plzce clean,”

This is a vivid sic*ure of the filth oni sheme of intempersnce.
Comp=re “cbh, 2:15-16,

9. "Thom will he tesch knowledge? eoni whom will he make to unier-
stend tihis messcge? them thot ore veonel From tue milk, an Arzwn from

the breaston

3., Alexonier on Isaiah,
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Jf{“u alo U w-L of Qorees - Ueia :73»6 " Qo 30:05 ] Gen. 616 MY 11280, &:'8

This and the féllowing verse are commonly interpreted as the

language of the drunkards expressing their contempt for the teaching %3

3
!

of tne »rophet as too elementary for them., Ai1ed to the sin of irunlen-
aess 1is tant of les:isingfinstruction -unterchrhleness, ",nik is is tre
Juigient, thot the Licht Ls come into the world, =nl ien lovel darkness

rother then the Tist: For teir ccoriis cvere ewil M (Jonn 3:1°)
18, "Zor it is nreecent uton nrecest, arecent uson srecant; line
nnen lizne, Line nzon line: -ers iittle, there - little,"

Tals continues the tliought of the foregoing verse. It seems to
represent thne complaint eni mockery of the irunkaris et the repeated
emphasis upon the first .rincisles of religion, II Chron. 36:15-16.

"It may be observel nere thot God's metl.ol of imperting religious
trutn hes often anecreil to - scoffing worll to be uniignifiei 2ni fool-
ish, Sinners suppose thzt He 1oes not surriciently respect tueir
unierstoniing ani pay & tribuite to the lignity of tieir nzture." &

11. "Hay, but by men of strange lips cnd with snother tongue will
e sceax to tais Jeople.™

Tnils appesrs to be the response of tre bropuet to the cbove complaint
foretelling the co resvoni ng juilgment,

"Here it meaons in e Toreign or barbarous tongue; and+the sense is,
that tnhe lessons which Gol wishei to tesch would De conveyed to them

\through the lrnguage of foreigners - the Chaldeans, They should be

.removel to & distant lani, ani there, in cearing o strange speecii, in
\;iving long among foreigners, they shouli learn the lesson wirtich ghey
refusel to 1o when s1iressel by the wropnets in their own lend.®

\, - .
N\ 12, "To vhom he scid, This is the rest, give ye rest to hin that
is Gggry; anl this is the refreshing: yet they would not near,”

13. "Therefore shall the word of Jehovah be unto them precest upon
precept, precept uvon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a
little, there a little; that tney way g0, z2nd fall bacikwari, ani be
broken, ani snared, and taken," :

"Teus 'the word of Jehovah which they regaried =s an eniless series of
petty rules, becones to them =zn endless series of seinful sufferings.,
To such free-thinkéns anl free-livers it uroves o stone on which they
are broxen to sieces, a net in viich thev cre snerel, a trap in vnich
o1y o w 6
t.er re cuught. (Is. 8:14f) .

14. "Iherefore near the word of Jehovel, ye scoffers, thut rule
t:is people thet is in Jeruscleml"

These self-iniulgent, self-confiient rulers, who neldl in contempt

4. Barnes,
5. I1Oi'.:'.u
6. Delitzsch on Isziah.

{
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the worl of God wni juigments of God zre iirectly aiiresgei from verse
14. "The 'scoffer' represents tue last iegree of ungodliness, - open
contem3t of religion. Tne purase uere is = pliel to worldly politiciuns,
wao forim thuely plons in lefisnce of Jehovah's revealed will (f. v 223

che 25:20)."

15. "Becouse Ye have sail, e have naile a covensnt with de=zth, =nd
=ith Sheol are we =t agreemeant; vhen the overflowing scourge saall pass
tairough, it swnsll not come unto us; for we nave mcle 1ies our reruge,
and unier frlsehood hnve we 2il ourselves,"

"hnt the orophet rwilkes thiem sty here is the substznce of their

. thinking ani speuking =s inown to the lieart-sesrcher," g Trey tlought
they had mede thuemsglves secure, "thet they hed, as it were, bougnt off
1eatn anil Hoies, © They depenied upon their humen iiplouecy rotier
than vhon Jehoveh. Com_ere "overflowing scourge" with chap. 8:7-8,

"The fclsehood iienticned in the l:sst cleause is unfrithfulness to
Gol, that is, wickelness in generzl, periens with an allusiog to the
felsity or trecdcherous nature of the hopes built upon it. " 10  smes
R:4; Is. H92:3-4,

16. "Inerefore thus szith the Lord Jehovsh, Behold, I ley in Zion
ior =z founlotion a stone, a tried stone, & precious corner-stons of
sure founistion:s he thit believeta shell not be in neste." :

S, . . .

Contrastg with foregoing verse are striking: woris of scorfers
versus words of Jehovah; the fualse grounis of tieir confidence, the
true grouni of confiience: human effort, God's work; Sheol, Zionj;
scoffers, believers; "because", "therefore",

-

This verse contains a glorious liessianic promise to the believer.
The "I" is emphatic, showing the work of Jehovah in contrzst to human
diplom~cye. Stone is su:gestive of security against the ovexr_w.elning
Scovrge. Thiis finis its complete fulfilment in Christ as repeatedly
interpreted in the ¥ew Testament. He wos "tried - both by the devil "
(Lu. 4:1-13) ani by men (Lu. 20:1-38), =ni even by God (iit. 27:46)
a stone of testei soliiity to bear the vaost superstructure of nan's
redenption, The tested rightiiusness of Chirist gives its peculiar merit
to His vicarious s:.crifice," He was drecious - the cornerstone,
Comp=zre I Cor. 3:11l; Edh. 2:20.

"""hoever believes in the sromised One shall not take flight, need
not flee, -- It is onjof the three 0liTestzment sayings about faith,
each of wiich is turide referrei to in the Yew Testament - Gen. l5:6¢
twice in Paul anﬂonce in James, Is, 28:16 twice in raul and once in .
Peter, Hab., 2:4 twice in Paul anil once in the Epistle to the Hebrews."l?
See Rom. 9:33; 10:11l; I Pet., 2:6-8,

17. "And I will m=Xke Justice the line, and righteousness the plummet;
nil the hall shall sweep away the refuge of lies, anithe waters shall
overflow the hiding-places" "

Justice ani righteousness are eternal principleé by which Jehovah

7. Cambridge Bible,

8. Delitzsch on Isaiah.

9, Dummelow Commentary.

10. Alexander on Isaiah.,.

1l J. F. and Brown Cormmnentary.
12, Delitzsch on Isaiah.



ilds His Church and by which He also punispes the wicked, "But .
?:éo%ahnof hosts is exalted in justice, ani God the Holy One is sancti-
fieﬂin righteousness," (Is., 5:16) See also Is. 30:18..

The last of the verse shows the juigment that will come upon those
who havehade lies tleir refuge, anﬂhave hiiien themselves under falsehood.
(vs 15) Hail andloverflowing waters are freguent fugures oﬂbudgment.

Reve 11:19; 16:213 Mt, 7:27; II Pet, 3:6=7.

18. "And your covenant with death shall be annulled, and your
agreement with Sueol shall not stend; when the overflowing scourge shall
pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it."

The human means of protection will all come to nought ani be of
no use to 1efeni them agrinst the impeniing calamity. Compare vs 15,
chape. 8:10, )

19, "As often as it Dasseth through, it shall take you; for morning
Ly morning shall it pass t:rough, by day end by night; ani it shall be
nought but terror to unierstand the message. "

"The eaning may ve that the threateied visitation shall come soon
anil be frequently repeatel, There are three interpretations of the last
clause, one of which supposes it to mean, that the mere regort of the
approaching scourge should fill them with distress; another that the
effect shoull be unmixeil listress; a thirdi, that nothing but a painful
experience woull enable them to uniersteni the lesson which the Prophet

was commissionedl to teach them" 13 rThig last interpretation is our pre-
ference,

20. "For the bed is shorter tham that = man can stretch himself on

it: ani the égveriiahazrower than that he can wrap himselifin ite"
T e .

- This is probably a proverpial expression used here.to show the

discomfort anﬁinsufficiency offftheir man-mede efforts to provide rest and
safety for themselves, Is., 5§ t6; 64:6,

2l. "For Jehovah will rise up a8 in mount Perazim, he will be
wroth as in the valley of Gibeon; that he may do his work, his strange
work, and bring to pass his act, his strange aoct.” :

The historical refefges are probably to David's victories over the
Philistines described in II Sam. 5:18-2@ and I Chron. 1l4:9-16,

‘ Jehovah's work is called strange, perhaps because as a result of
it His own people would fere in Judgment like their enemies, the rhile
istines had once fared. The Cambridge Bible suggests that the strange-
ness of Jehovah's work consists in "his fighting with the foreigners
against his own people."

22. "Now therefore, be ye not scoffers, lest your bonds be made

strongs; for a decree of destruction have 1 heard from the Lori, Jehovah
of hosts, upon the whokgearth." '

13. Alexander on Isaiah,
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is admonition that they cease mocking suggests the possibility
of regg;zance, anl consequent escape frgm severe‘judgment. "pet the@
not make the judgment heavier than it will otherwise be, for its coming
is inevitable. It may be mitigated to them, and by thorough repentance
they might even escapefit; but that it will come and th%Z upon the whole
earth, Jehovah of hosts has revealed to the prophet."

23. "Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken andhear my speech."

Special attention to this parable from husbandry 'is needed. Whi}e
the parable itselflfis clear, its purpose and application are more Aifficult
to determine, anahave called forth a variety of interpretations.

"Some regard the passage a#intended to illustrate, in a general
way, the wisdom of the divine dispensations. Others refer it more
specifically to the delay of judgment on the sinner, and conceive the
doctrine of the passage to be this, that although Godiis not always
punishing, amj more than the husbandman is always ploughing or always
threshing, he will punish at last. A third interpretation makes the
prominent idea to be this, that although God chastises his own peop}g,
his ultimate 4esign is not to destroy but to purify and save them"

24. "Doth he that ploweth to sow plow continually? doth he contin-
ually open anﬂharrow his ground?"

Emphasis is evidently upon the word "continually" and the impliﬁed
answer to the question is "Nov,

25. "Zhen he hath levelled the face theredf, doth he not cast abroad
the fitches, and scatier the cummin, ani put in the wheat In rows, and
the barley in the appointed blace, and the spelt in the border thereof?"

Care is taken by the husbandman in the sowing an#planting ofﬂ
his grain. : 4

26. "For his God doth instruct him aright, and doth teach him,"

Skill and knowleige in agriculture and in other forms of work come

from God. Compare Ex. 3l:2-6; Gen. 6:14-16; Dan. 1:17; Jase 1:17; Is.
28:29, . .

27. "For the fitches are not threshed with 2 sharp threshing
instrument, neither is z cart wheel turned =bout upon the cuuming but
the fitehes are beaten out with e staff, and the curmin with a rod."

"The point'of'thdéllustration is thet thelgethoi suitable to one
kind of grain woul? be ruinous to the otier." Discretion is used
in successful husboniry,

14, Delitzsch on Issizh,
15. Alex=nier on Iszizh,
1. Zermhridge Rible.



28, "Zresd gredn is zround: for he will not be olunys il shing it
ond thoush tue wieel of nis c-Tt ~nd his norses scatter it, ne 1oth no
zrind it."

‘Iflictions sre Goils thrseting instruments,; deciznel to locs=n us
Trom the —orld, te zenrrnis hetraen us rnthur cheff, «nl io JEEnLTe us

for use. 4ind, as to these, Gol will mukelise of t.em as thaere is occusiong
but e will proportion them to our strenghh; tn ey shall be no he:vier
than there is nszei, ® " Compare Iuke 22:31-32; John 12:24: I Cor. 3:9,.

29, "Tuis also cometh forth from Jehovsh of hosts, who is wonierful
in counsel, =nil excellent in wisdom."

"The skill wherewithn a husbaniman Auly edjusts
threshing is given by Gol, as
tills =01 sows (vss 24,25),."

i'is modes of
gell =s tue skill (vs 26) wherewith he

Jehovell is wonierful in counsel (Is. 9:6), #n1 excellient in wisiom
| y el ’ ’
(RO}ﬂo 112-)d) .

17. Tattoew Henry Cormentary,
18, J. s &nl Brown Cormentary,
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Chane 29. Distress =nil deliversnce, Jegener:tion =ni iegenerction,

In verses 1l=-4 of this chanter the 1istress of Gol's _Jeople is
Toretoll, in verses 5-8 their 1eliverance is described, in verses .9-16
their iegener~tion is rebukel, ani in verses 17-24 regenerestion is fore-

told.

"This chadter consists of two parts, ptrallel to one anotler,
tht is, ewcn containing tiie sane series of _roumises ani tareztenings,
but in 1ifferent forms, The pronaetic subst.ice or matericl of both is
tuet Zion snoull be tu enteinel and cssailel et not lestroyei, but on
the contriry strengtieneil =anl enl:i.rgel. -- In tie first wert, the

2.

turectening is thet Zion shall be cssailel by enemies cnil brogtit very
low, vss l-4., The oronise is tiet toe ossailonts shell be scettered
likxe vzt nl cwify, vounish like a irean, onil be wi:0lly disap ointed
in their nostile surnose, vss 5-8, In tue seco..l sert the Pronhet
brings 1istinetly into view, as causes of the threztened Jjudgaents,
_ the spiritual intoxication and stupor of the people, tieir blininess
« £ revealedl truth, their hrpocritical formelity, anl their presunptuous
contempt of Gol. vss 9-15, Tae juignent itself i§ lescribeil as a con-
founling of their friciel wisdom, vs., 14. Thekdded Droiiise is that of
an entire revolution, incluling tie 1lestruction of the wicicel, znd
especially of -ricked ru%lers, the restoration of soiritvel sigat, joy
to the neelr =nl Loor in soirit, =nil trhe final recovery of Isrzel from
state of alienation and 1isgrece to the sirvice of Jehovah =2ni to the
sving kno~lielge of the truth, vss 17-34,"
29:1., "Zo Ar

o iel, 'riel, the citv “here ) vii encc
to vear; let tie =

+10edd ald e vear
&85ts corie rouni." =

ariel is a symbolic name for Jerusalem. It ..e:ns either (1

"the lion of God" (II san, 23320), or (2) "the hearth of Goi" (nzek.
13:15-16) (Is. 31:9).

Tne latter part of the verse may be ironical, "enil designed to
dlenote t_ ot =11 t-eir sexvice vas an unverying repetition of hecrtless
fOI‘NSQ" ~ IS. 1314.

2o "Inen will I listress ..iel, cnl tiere snall be ourning =nd

lorentotion: oni she sicll be untc me os .riel.”

Different views of the lost clouse sre oS follows: "zitl er, 'the
city shll be ws tie lion of Godl, thut is, it srall emerge from its
1ai gers unvenquished; or it suall be o8 the elter of burnt offering',
consuning with fire tie besiegers (vs 63 ch. 50323035 31:9; Lev, 108);
or best, us the next verse continues the turent, ani the promise of’
ileliver ce lces not come til verse 5y 'it shell ve Jike 2 hewrt: of
burning', thrt is, = séene of levastsotion by Tire."

4oL

1. lexaniler on Isaiah.
2. Barnes,
3. J. ¥. ani Brown Coxmentory,
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3¢ "n1 I will encanpn ageinst thee round asbout, anl will lay.siegg
apgeinst thee with postel itroons, zni I will raise siege~works agsinst
thee." :

1-te

The s

ere is renrssentel og the worlk of Goil himself, Tuke 10:43-44,
: 4, "And thou shalt be brought down, anl sinalt steak out gg'the
grouni, ani thy speech shall be low out of the just; ani thy voice

shall be as one that hath a2 femiliar snirit, out of the grouni, zni thy
spneech shall whisver out of the lust."

ot only 1istress anil siege are foretold, but =lso humiliation.
"Her voice shall come from the earth as that of tue spirit charmers or
necrorancers (che. 8:19), faint ani shrill, as the voice of the dead was
suplosel to bhe; ventriloquism was loubtless the trick caused to meke tue
voice a_.sear to come from the earth (en. 19:3) .

5. "But the multituie of thy foes shzll be like smell iust, =nd

the multitule of the terrible omes os chcff that pessetn ororg ver it
shnll be in on instszt sullenlsr,t

Cvor -~ zeinst the genersl distress -icturel in verses 1-4, e have:
in verses 5-8 the 2roshecr of the deliver:nce of Zoits teole. erse
S sugzests the completenass snl sullenness of the lisversion of the
eneny.  Comnre e, 17:13-143 30313: 27:37,

fo "3he shall be wisitel of Jenhowel of Losts wmith taunier, ani
with zortaquoike, nal zsveat noise, witn wnirlvind and tempest, ani the
flome of = devouring fire,"

48 the foregoing verse suggests the suiden feoll of Sennacheridb's
host, so loes this verse suggest -henomena in connection with the des=
truction of Jeruszlem unier Titus., However, there is much in fovor of
<:lexanier's supposition that these verses contain "4 strong nmetephorical
description of the evils vwhich Jerusalem shoulil suffer at the nanis of
enemies, ut writhout excli.sive referfice to eny one siege, or to sieges
3 R 145 - < u b =
in the literal sense =t all,

7. "And the multituie of all the nztions that fight cgeinst iriel,
even zll that fight agzinst her andher strongholil, ani that 4istress her,
shall be as a Aream, a vision of the night."

The'enémies of 2

ri shall disansear cnd vanish like & dream, Com-
nvare Is. 37:36; Reve. 20

el
29,

8s "Anl it shall be as vhen 2 hungrv men ireamettn, zni, bekold,

2 t=2th? but he ~--olzeth, ~nl Sis soul is exnct: or =s vhen a thirsty
n lrecrett, cnl, heholl, e 1:inleth:  hut ne e.teth, =ni1 Zebold,

is Zoirt, =0l is sovl oth zppetite: so shell the mulitituis oF all

notions he, thot Fficht U398t mount Zion.® -

45 the foregzoing verse comn res the enemy to = l-ecm thet v
se this varse gomnrres the enemy to o Arecmer »ho is dissmoints
e ~vzes, Dbecruse  is £ detite is rot sntisfied, "Soult is e

in the sense ?f’?Appcfite". The enenmiez of .riel cre doorel to lis-
oot onece -l lien - oointent,
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e "Iorrir e znl ronler: 1colcé rour leceure snl e Hlind: thev

‘‘‘‘‘
———— d——

» ~udt ot ittt wines thev sto cer, bHut not —ith strons irink."

~»a 1 un.en

"Zere begins the lescription of the moral ani syiritusl evils
—hicn were the occosion of the juigments >reviously threatened., In the
first cliuse, the Prophet 3lescribes the coniition of tle people by exe-
horting then ironically to continue in it; in the seconi he seems to
turn awey from them on? vidress the spectators., -- By spirituesl 4drunk-
enness we ore Drobably to unilerstani unstecliness of conduct ani o want
of s iriturl discernnent,n

10, "Tor Jehovah hath nourel out upon vou the s»irit of déep sleep,
anl hath closel your erves, theproshets; anirour hesis, the seers, hoth
he coverei,! ' !

48 2 juilgment for their sins they were in a stote of spirituzal
stupiiity, Is. €6:9-10, anl their religious leciers were spirituvally
blindied. The apostle Paul a-s)rlies these woris to the Jews of his time,
Rom, 8:11,

1l. "And 2ll vision is become unto you as the woris of 2 book that
is sealed, wnich men Jeliver to one tnet is lesrnel, seying, Real this,
I pray thee; zndhe saith, I cannot, for it is sealed.

This continues the thought that they were judicially blinied,
God's revelation was as 2 sealed book to them. Adthough one may have
outward unierstanding he may not have inner spiritual discernment and
vice versa. Mt. 11:25; 13:11; 16:17; Rev. 531-9,

12. "Ani the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying,
Read this, I pray thee; and he saith, 1 am not learned."

"The unlearnei succeed no better that the learned, not from want
of human learning, as they fancy, but from not having the teaching of
God (Is. 54:13; Jer., 31:34; John 6:45; I C or. 2:7-103 I John 2:20)." 6

13. "And the Lord said, For as much as this people draw night unto
me, and with their mouth ani with their lips do honor me, but have re-

moved their heart far from me, ani their fear of me is a commandment
of men which hath been taught them:"

As the above verses emphasize spiritual stupidity, so here the
emphasis is upon an outstanding theme of prophecy, namely, the sin of
hypoerisy., This theme receives prominence in the first chapter of
Isaiah (Is. 1:10-17). Compare Ezek. 33:31-333 Micah 63:6=8.

"In Hezekiah's days (as later in Josiah's, as the Book of Jeremiah
shows) the nation was forced to accept the abolition of public idol-
worship, but its worship of Jehovah was in part conscious hypocrisy
from fear of man ani for human praise, in part unconscious, comforting
itself with, ani glorifying in outwari observgnce of the law in a self-
righteous spirit without inward conversion."

Jesus most severely rebuked the Jews of His day for hypocrisy,
applying these very words of Isaiah to them. It. 15:2-6; Mark 7:2-13.

5. Alexander on 1Isaiah.
6+ Jo» F. and Brown Commentary,
7. Delitzsch on Isaiah.
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1. "Therefore, tehold, I —ill -roceel to %o = 4g;vellog§ rork
crionz tols —“eole, aven o orvellol —_Tounler: (i the —isdlex
or xlieir —ige el 37 11 2: _odinse” thelr mvlent
nen sooll e hiilv A

Ilere is the conclusion to the foregoing verse, = nrovhecy of Judlgment
upon such sinners, Compore "mervellous work!" with "struonge work" of
Is. 28:21, onl the unbelieveble work of Feb, 1:5.

The last of this verse, stoting that God will frustratekbnd bring
to nought humon wisiom, is usel by the z)ostle raul in I Cor. I:19 as
he proclains the wori of the cross as over zgminst the wisiom of the
world, Corpare Is. 5:21.

15. "ZJoe unto them that hide deep their counsel from Jehovah,
ani w_ose rorks zre in the dark, anl that sa’, Who Sceth us?_and who
<noweth us?" :

Judgment is pronounced on anyone so foolish and hypocritical as
to seek to hide anything from Jehovah. Jer., 23:24., Such.a onelis so
stupid asho think he can hide not only from man, but even from /God.

"As Ahaz carefully Xkept uis appeal for Assyria'ﬂhelp from the
prophet's knowledge, so now they try to hide the groject of an alliance
with Egypt as far as nossible from the prophet,"

16. "Ye turn things uvside jown! Shall thepotter be esteemed as
clay; that the thing made should say of him thdt made it, Haﬁade me not,
or the thing formed say of him that formed it, He hzth no unierstandinge?"

Thelir »ervepting the orieﬂbf things is =2s sbsuri as if the thing
nede woull deny jpaedbencker's ori: or uis rwker's uniersteniing, Tor
the Tizvre of the votter znd cleiy coipzre Is, 45:9-10; 64:8; Jer. 18:
1-6; Rom. 9:16-21, '

- 17. "Is it not yet o very little while, 2n1 Lebanon shall be turnrei
into o fruitful field, ani fe froitful TielYs 21T be esteened =5 g

forestom

“Thereas in verse 9-16 their leg ebuked, in verses 17-24
€.

8 2
regeter~tion Is Forstnlil, In verse 17, naler o ficure tilen Fre - the
Jrsicsl rerll (a? in the Tor of - (tvestic ; ig lven te Jrelise of o
[enertl o rare - ooravplotisn, 7 ik ia lemerihed tore in de%.i1 in tle
voreas 0 igh follov,

18 M3 in th4 3 -0 5nell the da0f e i e ¢xris of tie oo, sad
- the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness.”,

That a change from verses 10-123 S-iritivcl earing an?l! vision cre
romnised, See Is, 42:;15-18, “Tee hecricz ain, o0l +e sceing-re,
JRUNATL Ut ri e evran ot af tremt (Craer, 2Ce12) Soiritusi i-4 it
cnmies onlim fnarn cTpwe, T4, L7007 11:R,

106 "Tie meelr clen gt iiererge tleir dor in cenova’y, nl tle
oI fhonen shll redinige i +oa ol Tne of Isrrel W
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ot only; soiritusl in

: L0
0
-

sight but alsc ssirituvel joy is »roiiised -
joy in CJenovzn, the “oly Ons of Isrnel - to those who pgt t.eir ?rust
ianim, the meek, tngoroor among ren, Such core the serticular objects
of ~is grece anl recinients of true joy. GSee. Is. 6l:1; Ps. 25:9;
37:11; t. 5:55 11:29; Janes 1:21; 2:5; Is. 57:15; I't. 5:3; ab.
3318 2mil, 4:4,

20. "Hor t:'e terrible one is brougut to nought, wnl the scorfer
cerset, cnl all ther ta.t weteh for inicuity wre cut off."

Another blessing oroiiisedl is the overtiurow of tie wicxel, "Terrible
ones" may vefer to theput ri enemy. Comacre Is. 25:4-5, The scoffer
les .ises religion. Compsre Is. 28:14m22, To t is class beldngel "thne
Sh=risees, who were lovers of money™ (Zuke 16:14), Ring Herod (Luke
23:11), anl the rulers who scoffel zt the crucifixion (Tuke 3:35).

Yot only the terrible ones ani tre scoffers, but also all "they tunat
watenr for iniquity are cut off." (Luke 20:20-23)

21. "Thatheake & man an offender in his cause, and lay a snare for
him that reproveth in the g-te, anl turn ssiie the just witn & thing of

nought."

Here is a further iescription of the wicked who will be overthrown.
"Somme unlerstanil the first clouse to mean, selucing Leople into sin by
tieir words. It is much more commion to explain the whole phrase to mean
unjustly conilemning a man in his cause, wnich agrees well with the
obvious allusion to forensic grocess in the remcinder of the verse."

Hany of the Jews of the New Testaient times well illustrete the
kini of sinners nere Aescribed. ;:t. 22:15; Tuke 11:53-54; L't. 26:15;
Acts 3:14,

22. "Therefore thus saith Jehovah, who redeemed Abraham, concerning

———

the house of Jacob; Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his
face now wax nale."

Not only are pronised spiritual insight, sziritual Jjoy, ani the
overtuorw of the wickel, 1In Israel's azyroacuing regeneration Jacob
shall be free from shame, ani fear or 1isappointment.

he Gol who promises ti'is is the God "Wno redeemed Abreham" from
idols (Gen. 11:31; 12:1; Josh, 24:2), from dangers (Gen., 12:17; 14:15;
20:14L'b1essing him and making his name great., He chose him, found
his heart faitiful, ani made a covenant with him, (Nefh. 9:7, 8)

"Some unierstani by J:cob nere the petriarcn himself, poetically
represented as beholiing ani sympatiizing with the fortunes of his own
descenlants. lost interpreters suppose the name ti be emplékd like
Israel in direct application to the roce itself,n 10 Is. 45:17, 25;
60:1-9; Jer. 30:10.

23. "But when he seeth his children, the work of my hanis, in the

——— . . cmme—

dst of him, they shall sanctify my name; yea, they shall sanctify the
oly One of Jacob, ani shall stend in swe of the Gol of Israel.®

B
.

fam

9. Alexanier on Isaiah,
10. Ibid.



The true meaning of this verse may be brought out in the paraphrase
suggested by Alexander as follows: "When he (the patriarch, supposed
to be again alive and gazing at his offspring)cshallibehold pisc¢hildren
(not by nature but) created such by me in the midst of him ithat is in
the midst or in the place of his natural descendants) they (that is he
and his descendants jointly) shall unite in glorifying God as the author
of this great revolution." Compare Hos. 3:5.

For Jacob's chiliren as "the work of Jehovah's handis" see Is. 19:25;
43:213 45:11; 60:21; Eph. 2:10.

For "Holy One of Jacob" or "Holy One of Israel" compare notkon
chap. l:4.

24, "They also thatlerr in spirit shall come to understaniing, and
they that murmur shall receive instruction."

"Tue new cormunity will not inieei be sinless and ebsolutely
verfect, hut, accoriing to v~rse 24, the »nrevious heriening of them-
selves in error gives way to willi g, living sccepntznce of right knowleilge
eni the ;reviou#purmuring ani {fsistance to Jehovali's zdmonitions to an
onen joyous iesir to learn."

"hen this vould occur tne _rojshet loes not stete. It rizy be intendel
to lenote tue times of "lezeriah; or the times subsecuent to the centivity;
or zossibly it wney refer to the “imes uniler the Iessish, 4111 thot the
sroniet t2 ches is, thet ot s-ve Future, tericd in the Tistery of the
Jews, there would be such & reform thata oudd be regarded as the worhy
1esceniants of the pious potrizreh, Jacodb." ~~ h

11, Delitzsch on Isaiah.
12, Barnes,
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Chap. 30. Sin, Graee, Justice.

Some of the foremost themes of the Bible, as they are related
to the Holy One of Israel are found in this chapter. First, we are
told that the Spirit of Jehovah is disregarded. (vss. 1-7) This
is evidenced by the faet that God's rebellious children put their
relianse upon Egypt instead of following the counsel of Jehovah.
Their negotiations with Egypt*are bad polities and bad religion;
but the bad religion is the root and source of the other." Seeond,
the lLaw of Jehovah is disobeyed, and the econsequences disastrous.
(vss. 8-17) Third, the Mercy of Jehovah is promised to them that
wait upon Him. (vss. 18-537-xiinally, the wrath of Jeho¥ah will be
revealed in his victory over Assyria and the destruction of this
enemy of God and of God's people. (vss. 27-33)

l. "Yoe to the rebellious chiliren, saith Jehovah, that take
gounsel, bui not of me: and that make & league, but not of my Spirit,
ihat they may add sin to sin;®

Historically the chiliren of Israel were rebellious. Is. 132
emphasizes this.  Is. 63:10 says “But they rebelled, and grieved
his Holy Spirit." 1In Deut. 9:24 WMoses said, "Ye have been rebellious
against Jehovah from the day that I knew you." In Ezekiel Israel
is repeatedly called "a rebellious house." In Stephen's address
in Acts 7:51#52 The Jews are referred to as being stiffs#necked and
uncircumcised in heart ani ears, always resisting the Holy Spirit.
Such rebellion is illustrated in their attempt to hid their coun-
sel from Jehovah (Is.29:15; 8:19) ‘as did King Saul (I Chron. 10:13,
14) to his own undoing, and in their making a league with a heathen
country like Egypt. The A.R.V. margin has the reading Vpour out a
drink offeringj;" the Hebrew "pour out libations® which may refer
to homage to Egyptian deities in connection with the making of the
covenant. Hence sin is added to sin., Rebellion against God naturs
ally leads to -forsaking Him for other gods, and all invdves & griev-
ing and resisting the Holy Spirit.

2. "That set out to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at
my mouth; to strengthen themseives in the strength of Pharoah, amd
.o take refuge in the shadow of Egypt.'"

From the time of the Exodus a return to Egypt was condemned by
- Jehovah. (Ex. 13:17) For the follyyof return to Egypt see further:
Is. 20:5=-63 31:1-3; 36:6. Joshua 9:14 tells of another occasion
when the Children of Israel asked not at the mouth of Jehovah.

3. "Therefore ghall the strength of Pharoah be your shame, and
the refuge In the £E§§3§f§zrﬁﬁi§?£§35f_cbﬁ?ﬁETEE.-"IL'"‘”"""

Thé'resulf of seeing an unholy alliance is only shame and con- -
fusion. On the other hand the scripture saith, "Whosoever believeth
on him shall not be put to shame.” (Rom. 10:1l)

le Go A. Smith
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iﬁ 4. "For their princes are at Zoan, and their ambassadors are cone
Hanes. R e

The princes and ambassadors were the Jews of high rank who were
sent to negotiate with the Egyptians. For Zoan see notes on Is. 19:11.
The Chaldee renders "Hanes by the word "Tahpanhes"., See Jer. 43:7.
This place of royal residence, like Zoan, may have been located in
Lower Egypt in the delta of the FNile. :

5. WEhey shall all be ashamed because of a people that cannot
profit them, that are not a help nor profit, but a shame, and also
- & reproach,‘

The result of their gadding about to secure help from Egypt _
would not only be useless, to no profit, but om the contrary,a shame
and reproach; "Bad politics and bad religion.® Compare chap. 20:5-6;

6, burden of the beasts of the South. Through the land of
trouble a%.ﬁ amiﬁmmca gome the lioness and the 1ion, the
zipar and flery {lving gservent, they carry their riches upon the e
shoulders of young asges and their theasures upon_th humps of camels,
io a people ihat shall not profit them."®

“"South, Negeb, that is, the desert tract South of Judah on the
way to Egypt. The verse pictures the Journey of the Judean ambassa-
dors through a district infested with dangerous beasts, their cam-
els and ass@s laden, with presents, where_with them hppe to purchase
Egypt's aid."2 Deut. 8:15; Jer. 2:36.

7. "be“ngpt_hel eth in vain, and to no purpese: Therefore
have I called her Rm%ﬁat sitteth still,” -

B

®

"Rahab", meaning "pridé", was a'symbolic name for Egypt. "I”'
call her the blusterer that sitteth still; that is, 'they are cour-
ageous in talking; cowards in actingst%3

al

8. "Now go, write it before them on a tablet, and inscribe it
in a book, that it may be For-the time to come for Bver and ever.?

"After having convicted the Jews of manifest unbelief, he
means that it should be attested and ‘sealed by permanent records,
that posterity may know how obstinate and rebellious that nation
was, and how justly the Lord punished them, "4

9. "For it ;gpg_rebellious_'eo le, lying children, children
that will not hear The law of Jehovahsr —— o —--ired children

T ——

Characteristics of the chosen rep le were their rebellion a-

gainst God (vs. 1; chap. 1:2), 1lying (Is. 28:15; 5913,4), and re-
- fusal to hear the word of Jehovah (Is. 5:24; 24:5).

2. Dummelow.

5 Sagrim Barnee
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10. 9That say to the seers, See not; and to the ﬁrOEhets,
prophesy not unto us xight things, speak unto us smoot ings,

~deceits.”

Their despising of the Word of Jehovah is here illustrated,
ani their desire to evade the truth. Compare Acts 4:17; 5328,
John 7:7; 8:45; Gal. 4316.

ll. "Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause
the Holy 0ne‘6¥7Tsrael-§g cease from before us.?®

The fruit of the rebellious heart is not only disregard of the
words of the true prophet, but also a desire that the Holy One of
Israel himself be removed from their sight "Because the mind of the
flesh is emmity against God." (Rom. 837a) "Being darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God, because of the ignor-
ance that is in them, because of the hardening of their heart."
(Eph. 4:18)

despise this word, and trustvig oppression and perverseness, a
rely thereon." -

12. "Wherefore this saith the Holy One of Israel, Becauseﬁgg

Here is a summary statement of Israel's sin, namely, rejection
of the word of God (Is. 5:24) -and reliance upon and trust in Op~
pression and perverseness. (Ps. 62:10).

"Perverseness, bent aside, crooked, means a policy which moves
in artful byways, as well as oppression, the extortion of the sums
of monéy necessary for the war of liberatjon and the winning of
Egypt's help. (Compare II Kings 15:20)v#-

13. "Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready
to fall, swelling out In g_hiéﬁ wall, whose breaking cometh suaagﬁii
in an instant." ' ) : '

|5

"The slight begimnings of transgression, its inevitable ten-
dency to gravitate more and more from the moral perpendicular, till
a critical point is reached, then the suddenness of the final catag-

trophe, - are vividly expressed by this magnificent simile. (Com=
pare Ps. 62:3)v¥é

14. "And he shall break it as a potter's wvessel is broken,
breaking it in pieces without sparing; so that there shall no% be
found among the pieces there gf*grsﬁerd where yith to take Tire From
lhe hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.®

The foregoing verse described the catastrophe as gradual and
yet sudden. This verse by another striking figure describes the

completeness of the catastrophe. The sufject of the first verd of
the verse is evidently Jehovah., - Compare Ps., 2:9.

« Delitzsch.
+ Cambridge Bible.



. "Epx thus said the Lord Jehovah the Holy One of Israel, In
:mzzl;gﬁg. and rest shall ye be saved; in guietness and In confidence
shall be vour atrangth. And ye would not.® .

The conditions of salvation and strength are here given and the
reason for destruction. ¥“The conditions on which their safety de-
pended, and accepting which they would obtain safety, are returning,
turning round~(halting) in their self-chosen way, and rest, rest
from self confident effort; their strength would be shown in quiet-
ness, giving up their engrossing anxiety, bustling activity, and in
confidence, confidence, which cleawes-to Jehovah, and renouncing
self-help, leaves everything to Him, So under Ahaz (7:4) ran the
fundamental principle of the prophet's policy. But from the first
they would not accept it, nor yet now when the alliance with Egypt
has become an inevitable fact."$7 Compare Is. 26:3-4; Mt., 23337;
John 5:40. '

16. "But ye said, No, for wé will flee upon
ghall yve flee: and, Ye will ride upon the swift;
they that pursue you be swift."

The law, the prophets and the Psalms write in condemning re-
liance upon material aid. Compare Deut. 17316. "Only he shall not
multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt
to the end that he may multiply horses" etc.;, Psalm 33:17 "A horse
is a vain thing for safety; neither doth he deliver any by his great
power." GSee also Is 31:1,3.

horses; therefore
therefore shall

17, "One thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat
of five shall ye flee: 1111 ye be left as & beacon ngén’?ﬁ?f?oghgz

& mountain, and as an ensign on a hill."

The description of the punishment for their sin begun in the
foregoing verse is here continued. In a word the enemy shall easily
put them to flight. Compare Deut. 32:30. The remnant to be left
shall be as a beacon and an ensign - a solitary warning. Compare
Zeph. 3312; Zech. 133:8-9, '

unto you; and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have merc
upon you: for Jehovah is a God of justice; blessed are all they ihat
Wait fgr him,"

. Over against sin and its consequences as described in verses
8-17, we have in verses 18-26 the mercy of Jehovah promised to them
that wait for him. "Where sin abounded grace did abound more exs
ceedingly." Compare Hos. 2314 for a similar turn in prophecy. Je-
hovah's waiting has a gracious burpose, giving opportunity for re-
pentance. Compare Jer. 31:18-20; Hos. 5315; Hos. 1l: 8-9; Johah
334-10; Mt. 15322283 Lu. 152203 2 Pet. 339, 15. His exaltation
also has a gracious purpose. Compare Acts 2:33-39; 5:31.

18. "And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious

87 Delitzsch
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"For Jehovah is a God of justice.® "To make the former state-
ment more plain, we must lay down the principle, that God exercises
moderation in inflicting punishment, because he is inclined to mer-
cy.%’k Compare Jer. 10:24-25; Jer. 3031l Micah 7:18-20. In the
midst of wrath Jehovah remembers mercy. (Hab. 3:2). Compare, the
last clause of the verse with Is. 40331 Ps. 2:12; Ps. 4031-3; Rom.
8:25-28; James 5:11.

19. "For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalemg,thou
shalt weep no more; he will surely be gracious unto thee at the

voice of thy cry; when he shall hear, he will answer thee.”

Verses 19-26 enlarge upon the last statement of verse 18, des-
cribing some of the blessings of those who wait for Jehovah. Verse
19 mentions three in particular: (1) Dwelling in Zion (Is. 12:6;
Zeph 3:14-20); (2) Cessation of sorrow (Is. 12:36; 35:10; Rev. 7:17);
(3) Answer to prayer (Is. 58:9; 65:124;.Ps. 50:15; Jer. 29:11-13;

Jer. 33:3; Mt. 7:7-11; Mark 11:24).

20. "And though-the Lord give you the bread of adversity and
the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be hiddes any
more, but thine eyes shall see tﬁi teachers;*®

"God would afflict them outsardly, but would not deptive them
of their spiritual privileges; or, there should be a famine of bread,
but not of the word of the Lord (Amos 831l). The word teachers is
probably a designation or description of the prophets, with pare
ticular reference, as some suppose, to their reappearance afterza
period of severe persecution or oppression. (see Ezek. 33322) " 7

21. "And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, sa%inﬁ,
Ihis is the way, walk ye in it; when ye turn to the right and,
and when ye turn to the le®t.

Other blessings promised are the hearing ear and the guiding
word. This word is (1) ip¥isible. ¥"Thine eyes see thy teachers;
but this is a teacher out%sight, it is thine own conscience, whj
shall now by the grace of God be awakened to do its office,"8 2)
This word is definite, pointing out the right way. f{s. 35:8-9; 42:
16; Ps 25:8-9; 143:8-10; Prov. 3:5-6; I John 2320,27. (3) This ’
word is timely -"When ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to
the left." Compare Ps. 32:8; Prov 4:27; Is. 29324,

22. "And ye shall defile the overlaying of %gx aven images
of silver, and the plating of thy mol en images of golds:s thou shalt
cast them ayay as an unclean thing; thou shalt say unto it, Get

thee hence."

Fruits of grace will be seen in the deseetation of the idols,
the casting of them away, the renouncing of idolatry - the enemy
of grace. Compare Is, 31:7; 2 Kings 2334-20; 2 Chron. 34:3-7;
Deut. 7:25; Rev. 19320; Ex. 32:2-4,20; Hos. 14:8; Mt. 4:10.

§, Alexanier

§8 John Calvin
. Matthew Henry



. it shall be fat and plenteous."®

T =340

shalt sow the ground; and bread of the increase of the ground, and

o ¥ he will zive the rain for t seed, wherewitlh thou
23 And Zgive ng‘ ’ __E_____g

Prosperity promisedl to Gol's people is here described. Jesus
said "But seek ye first his Ringdom, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you." (Mt. 6:33). Compare similar
figures for spiritual prosperity. Is. 44:3; 55:10-11; 58:11. Note
God's care for the beasts. Compare Jonah 4:11.

24. "Ihe oxen likewise and the young asses that till the ground
shall eai savory provender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel
and with the fork."

The thought of God's care for the beasts is continued here. Com-
pare the promise of Deut. 28:11 and the words of Paul in 1 Cor. 9:9.

25. "And there shall yg upon every lofty mountain, and upon every

high hill, brooks and streams of waters, in the day of the great
slaughter, when the towers fall.®”

Alexander says of this passages "There are no sufficient data
in the text itself for any specific and exclusive application. 'All
that can certainly be gathered from the words is, that a period of
war and carnage should be followed by one of abundance and prosperity.®
Compare Ezek. 343263 John 7:38; Rev. 22:1. JFor a spiritual use of
the Tigure of the last clause see 2 Cor. 10:4.

26. "Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the

sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of
8

seven days, in the day that Jehovah bindeth up the hurt oF h
and healeth the stroke of their wound.®

As the previous verse points forward to the destruction of the
enemies of God's people this verse foretells bﬂissings that would
come to believers in the true religion. "The beginning of the crea-
tion is light, and its end is light., The darkness has only come in
between to be overcome. At last Gomes a morning, after which it is
no more said, 'dhere was evening and there was morning.'" 10 gee

Is. 60:19=-20; Zech. 14:7; Rev. 213233 22:5. Compare the figure in
the last part of the verse with Is. 136 and 61:1.

27. "Behold, the name of Jehovah cometh from far, burning with

his anger, and in thick rising smokes: his lips are full of indignation,
and his tongue is as a devouring fire,®

While verses 18-26 emphasize the grace of God, verses 27-33 em-
phasize His justice, 9The name of Jehovah is Himelf as made known in
revelation."l® He appears in wrath for judgment upon Assyria, the

enemy of Israel. -Compare Daniel 7:9; Nahum 136; 2 Thess. 2:8; Heb.
12:29. _

28. "And his breath is as an overflowin _Stream, that reacheth
unto the nmeck, to sift the nations with the sieve of destruction:
end a bridle {Hat c4uGetH TO &FF SHALL 58 in the jaws of the pSoprEs.

I9. Delitzsch.
Ja.. IbiA.,
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-Three figures of speech are here used to describe the execution
of Jehovah's wrath - stream, sieve, and briddle. "The Assyrian army:
had heen to Judah as an overflowing stream, reaching even to the neck,
(che 8:7-8) and now the breath of God's wrath will be so to it. Here
1s a sieve of vanity, with which God would sift these nations of which
the Assyrain army was composed - - - Here is a bridle, which God has
in their jaws, to curb and restrain them from doing the mischief they
would do, and to force and constrain_ them to serve his purposes
against their own will, chap. 10:7."18 '

29. "Ye shall have a song as in the night when a holy feast is
kept ; and gladness of hearf®, as when one goeth with a plpe to come
unto the mountaln of Jehovah, to the Rock of Israel.™ -

> ————a— s ttee— o ——t—— S—

"The prophet borrows his figure from the first Passover-night in
Egypt, when Israel was rejoicing in its deliverance in full course of
accomplishment, whilst the destroyer raged without. Just as then will
be the song which they will be able to sing when Jehovah holds judgment
on His foes without. The Church is then hidden in its chamber (26:20)
and its joy is like the heart_felt joy of those who journey on one of
the great feasts, or in the procession bringing the first-fruits to
Jerusalem with flute-strains to_the mountain of Jehovah to appear be-
fore Him, the Rock of Israel."1¥ See Ex. 12:42; Mt. 26:30; 2 Sam. 23:3.

30. "And Jehovah will cause his glorious voice to be heard, and
will show The ITghting down of RhiS arm, w the IndTgnation of his
anger, and the Ilame of & devouring Tire, with a blast, and tempest,
and hailstones.™ IR - ,

The wrath of Jehovah 1s presented under the figure of a storm.
Compare Ps. 29:3-9;) Nahum 1:2-6. Note in this paragraph mention is
made of Jehovah's lips, tongue, breath, voice, a vivid description of
the Theophany.

31, "For through the voice of Jehovah shall the Assyrian be dis-
mayed; with RiS rod will he smite him, ——

In verse 28 the execution of Jehovah's wrath is described under
the figures of an overflowing stream, a sieve, and a bridle. In verses
31-33 it 1is further described under the figures of a rod and staff and
Topheth. God's judgment to fall on Assyria is definitely foretold.
Compare Is. 10:26; 1ll:4; Micah 5:5-6; Is., 37:32-38.

32. "And every stroke of the appointed staff, which Jehovah..shall
lay upon him, Shall be with the sound of tabrets and harps; and in
battles wIth the brandishing of his arm will he ﬂ'gﬁt—‘l‘%ﬁw them. 7

Jehovah's victory over the Assyrians will be hailed with great joy
and exultation by those who had suffered from the hands of the Assyrian
power.

"The Assyrian had been himself a rod, in God's hand, for the chas-
tesing of his people, and had smitten them - (Ch. 10:5). That was a
- transient rod; but against the assyrian shall go forth a grounded staff,
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that shall give a steady blow, shall stick close to him, and strike
home, so as to leave an impressicn upon him; it is a staff with a
foundation, founded upon the enemies! deserts, and God's determinate
counsel; it 1s a consumation determined. (Ch. 10:23)"15

33. "For a Topheth is prepared of old; yea, for the kin it is
made ready; he hath made It deep and large; the pile Thereo is fire
and much wood; The breath of Jehovah, IIke a stream of brimsStone, doth
kIndTe 1t.T — - —

Topheth was in the valleg of the Son of Hinnom, gsouth-east of Jer-
usalem,where the children of lsrael sacrificed their children to the
idol,Moloch - hence it was a place of sbomination unto 'the Lord, Topheth,
and %he more general name Hinnom being applied by the later Jews to

the place of future eternal punishment. "And they have built the

high places of Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom,

to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded
not, neither came it into my mind. Therefore, behold, the days come,
salth Jehovah, that it shall no more be called Topheth, nor 'The valley
of the son of Hinnom', but the valley of Slaughter: for they shall

bury in Topheth, till there be no place to bury." (Jer. 7:31-32).

In Josiah's religious reformation he defiled Topheth, which is in
the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or
daughter pass through the fire to Molech. (2 Kings 28:10).

"Oour Saviour calls the future misery of the dammned Gehenna, in
&llusion to the valley of Hinnom, which glves some countenance to the
applying of this to that misery, as also that in the Apocalypse, that
1s so often called the lake that burns with fire and brinmgtone . . .
God's wrath is the fire, and sinners make themselves fuel to it; and
the breath of the Lord (the power of his_ anger) kindles it, and will
keep 1t ever burning. See chap. 66:24."16 Compare also Rev. 14:10-11.

Grace Greater than all our Sin. 30:18-22.

Verses 1l-17 tell us much of sin and its consequences. Verses 18-22 tell
us much of Grace greater than all our Sin. They tell us of ‘
1. The God of All Grace. -
2. Some Blessings of Grace.
(a) Dwelling in Zion.
(b) Weeping no more.
3« Prayer, as a means of Grace.
4. The Word, as a means of Grace.
5. Faith - a gift of Grace. :
(a) waiting.
(b) Crying.
(c) Seeing.
(d) Hearing.
6. The Way of Grace.
7. Victory through Grace.

1&. Matthew Henry..
160 Ibid.



