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' ' B e h o l d . Y O Ti r G o d l * *
C h a p t e r 4 8

yjiLese three words found in Isaiah 40j9 were suggested by Dr.MarJgSs^e as a text for Chapters 40-48, the view of God being set
f o r t h s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h i s :

C h a p t e r 4 0 - G o d g r e a t i n n a t t i r e
C h a p t e r 4 1 - G o d g r e a t i n h i s t o r y
C h a p t e r 4 2 - G o d g r e a t i n t h e t r u e r e l i g i o n
C h a p t e r s 4 3 - 4 5 - G o d g r e a t i n I s r a e l : D i v i n e l o v e r e d e e m i n g I s r a e l

( 43 ) , D i v i ne g i f t s t r ans fo rm ing I s rae l ( 44 ) D i v i ne p rov i dence res to r i ng
I s r a e l •

C h a p t e r s 4 6 - 4 8 - G o d g r e a t i n B a b y l o n , o v e r t h r o w i n g t h e g o d s a n d
t h e c i t y o f B a b y l o n , a n d d e l i v e r i n g I s r a e l .

Chapter 48 is somewhat a suznmary or reiteration of a number of
the lead ing though ts o f th i s en t i re sec t ion . Beho ld , your God !
(1 ) He rebukes the s ins o f I s rae l - hypoc r i sy, obs t i nacy, i do la t r y,
apostasy, which were committed notwithstanding the clear and repeated
proof of Jehovah's sole deity, given in His power to predict future
events and br ing them to pass. (48:1-8)
(2) He reveals His sovereign grace in delivering and chastising
I s r a e l ( v e r s e s 9 - l l ) «
(3) He reveals His incomparable greatness, verses 12-16.
(4) He reflects on what the resul ts would have been i f Israel had
f o l l o w e d H i s t e a c h i n g s . n - i < j
(5) He reiterates that He has redeemed his Servant Jacob in His closing
appeal to his people to accept and declare to the end of the earth
t h e g o o d t i d i n g s , ( v e r s e s 2 0 - 2 2 ) .

4 8 : 1 " H e a r y e t h i s . 0 h o u s e o f J a c o b , w h o a r e c a l l e d b y t h e n a m e
o f I s r a e l , a n d a r e c o m e f o r t h o u t o f t h e w a t e r s o f J U d a h : w h o s w e a r
by the name of .TfthDirflh. and make mention of the God of Israel, but
n o t i n t r u t h , n o r i n r i g h t e o u a n e s s . "

"Directly addressing the people of Israel one of their sins
rebuked was hypocrisy. These exiles in Bal^ylonia acknowledged Jehoveh's
deity, and their relation to him, but not in truth and righteousness,
that is, without their spirit and conduct agreeing with their con
fession and corresponding to God's toown will."l John 4:24

2. "For they ca l l themselves of the holy c i ty, and s tay themselves
upon the God of Israel; Jehovah of hosts is his name."

This is the first t ime in the ^ible Jerusalem is called the holy
city. See Isai^ 52:1; Revelation 21:2; 22:19.Note the seven expressions descriptive of Israel in verses 1,2.
Compare Romans 2:28-29 ; 9!

3. "I have declared the former things fr^ of old; jea, they went
forth out of my mouth, and T showed them; suddenly I did them, and
t h e y c a m e t o p a s s . "

1 . D e l .
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See 42:9; 45:21; 46:10, and notes, and Joshua 21:45,

4. "Because I knew that thou art obstinate. and thY neck is an
i r o n s i n e w, a n d t h y b r o w b r a s s ; "

O J h e p u r p o s e o f J e h o v a h ' s p r e d i c t i o n a n d f u l fi l m e n t i s h e r e
s ta ted . I t gave an unden iab le p roo f to obs t i na te I s rae l o f H is so le
deity. Israel 's sin of obstinacy is here es^hasized. Compare
Exodus 32:9; Proverbs 29:1; Jeremiah 7:26; Zechariah 7:12; Acts 7:51.

5 . "There fore I have dec la red i t to thee f rom o f o ld : be fore i t
c a m e ^ p a s s 1 s h o w e d i t t h e e ; l e s t t h o u s h o u l d e s t s a y. M i n e i d o l
hath done them, and my graven image, hath commanded them."

Jehovah ' s pu rpose i n p red i c t i on i s f u r the r exp la ined , and I s rae l ' s
s i n o f i d o l a t r y e m p h a s i z e d .

"If it be asked, 'Vi/hy does the prophet mention idols, seeing
that the Jews professed the worship of one God?' I reply, they had
been corrupted by associat ing with the Genti les, and had degenerated
i n t o s u p e r s t i t i o n s , t o m c h a n e x t e n t , t h a t t h e y h a d e n t i r e l y f o r g o t t e n
God."^

6 . " T h o u , h a s t h e a r d i t : b e h o l d ' a l l t h i s ; n n d y e . w i l l y e n o t :
d e c l a r e i t ? 1 1 h a v e . s h o w e d . t h e e . : n e w t h i n g s f r o m t h i s t i m e , e v e n h i d d e n
t h i n g s . ^ i c h t h o u h a s t n o t k n o w n . "

J e h o v a h r e f e r r e d n o t o n l y t o v d i a t h e h a d d o n e i n t h e p a s t
(verse 3) but a lso to new things; both the former th ings, and the
n e w t h i n g s H e o n l y c o u l d p r e d i c t a n d b r i n g t o p a s s . S e e 4 2 : 9 a n d
n o t e s , a l s o 4 8 : 1 4 .

7 . " T h e y a r e c r e a t e d n o w, a n d n o t f r o m o f o l d ; a n d b e f o r e t h i s
d a y t h o u h e a r d e s t t h e m n o t ; l e s t t h o u s h o u l d e s t s a y. B e h o l d . I k n e w
t h e m . "

T h i s n e w r e v e l a t i o n o f f u t u r e t h i n g s i s s u p e m a t \ i r a l , n o t o f
h u m a n w i s d o m . O n l y J e h o v a h c a n r e v e a l t h e n e w a n d h i d d e n t h i n g s ; a n d
n o w i s t h e fi r s t a n n o u n c e m e n t o f t h e m . " I s r a e l h a s n o t h e a r d t h e s e
t h i n g s . . . l e s t i t s h o u l d a r r o g a t e t o i t s e l f a s d r a w n f r o m i t s o w n
resources knowledge furnished by prophecy."^

8 * " Y e a , t h o u h e a r d e s t n o t : y e a , t h o u k n e w e s t n o t : y e a , f r o m o f
old thine ear was not opened: for 1 knew that^ou didst deal very
t r e a c h e r o u s l y. a n d w a s t c fi i l l e d a t r a n s g r e s s o r ' f r o m t h e w o m b . "

"God had told them so much beforeJ;iand, lest they should ascribe
t h e e v e n t t o o t h e r c a u s e s . H e h a d t o l d t h e m n o m o r e , b e c a u s e h e k n e w
that they would wickedly abuse his favor.. .because they were traitors

apostates, he would not allow them to hear or know the things in

2 . J o h n C a l v i n .
3 . D e l .



question*"^ See Is&iah 6s9,10; 42819,20; John 12839,40; Hosea 6s7;
M a l a c h i 2 8 11 ; E p h e s l a n s 2 8 3 .

9. "For my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise
w i l l I r e f r a i n f o r t h e e , t h a t I o u t t h e e n o t o f f . "

" B u t G o d , b e i n g r i c h I n m e r c y, f o r h i s g r e a t l o v e i i d i e r e w i t h h e
loved us " ( ^hes lans 284) . Over aga ins t t reachery and t ransgress ion
f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g , t h e g o s p e l a c c o r d i n g t o I s a i a h , a n d a c c o r d i n g t o
Paul, place the grace of God - "Grace greater than all our sin".
J e h o v a h I n t h e m i d s t o f w r a t h r e m e m b e r s m e r c y. P i n i l t l e s s , r e b e l l i o u s
Is rae l {see verse 8) , yea, a l l s inners , a re saved on ly by grace, fo r
the sake of His name, and for His praise. See Psalm 78838; 10388-10;
Epheslans 28 4-6.

1 0 . " B e h o l d . I h a v e r e fi n e d t h e e , b u t n o t a s s i l v e r ; I h a v e c h o s e n
thee In the furnace of affllct lonT^

His grace works for pxirlfylng and proving the sinner. "For
God called us not for uncleanness, but in sanctlficatlon" (I ffihessa-
lonlani^:7). The furnace of affliction may refer to Egypt (Deuteronomy
4820). or to Babylon.

The chastening hand of the God of all grace works for the making
of the choicest characters. SeeJob 23810; Hebrews 12810,11; I P^ter
187; 4812; Revelation 3819.

1 1 . " F o r o w n s a k e , f o r m i n e o w n s a k e , w i l l I 6 ^ f o r h o w
sho"Td my name be profaned? and my glory will I not give another."

"vmat Jehovah does for his own people. Is In trath done not for
any merit upon their part, but to protect his own devlne honor.
Note the repetition for emphasis of the expression "For my own sake .
Oon^are verse 8.

12. "Hearken unto me. Q, Jacob, and Israel m£ called8 I m. ^5 I
m fi r s t . I a l s o ^ l a s t . "

The absolute, exclusive, unchangeable God again addresses His' chosen people, called according to his purpose. Compare Romans 8828;
R e v e l a t i o n 1 7 8 1 4 ; I s a i a h 4 1 8 4 a n d n o t e s .

This verse begins a paragraph setting forJtsh His Incomparable great
n e s s .

13. "Yea, my hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my
rijcf^bt hand hath spread out the heavens8 vfaen I call unto them, they
s t a n d U P t o g e t h e r .

"He and none else Is the Creator of the earth and the heavens,
at whose Almighty call they place them^ves at His service . Compare
428 5; 45:12,18; and notes on these verses.

4 . A l e x a n d e r .
5 . i b i d .
6 . D e l •
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1 4 . " A s s e m b l e y o u r s e l v e s , a l l y e . a n d h e a r " w h o a m o n g t h e m h a t h
d e c l a r e d t h e s e t h i n g s ? H e v d i o m J e h o v a h l o v e t h s h a l l p e r f o r m h i s p l e a s u r e
o n B a b y l o n , a n d h i s a r m s h a l l b e o n t h e C h a l d e a n s . "

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e c o m m o n i n t e i ^ r e t a t i o n t h e J e w s a r e h e r e s u m
m o n e d . A n o t h e r v i e w i s t h a t i t i s t h e h e a t h e n w h o a r e s i m i m o n e d .
T h e c h a l l e n g e i s f o r a n y a m o n g t h e h e a t h e n , e v i d e n t l y r e f e r r i n g t o
t h e i r g o d s o r w i s e m e n , t o d e c l a r e f u t u r e e v e n t s a s J e h o v a h h a s d o n e .
M o s t i n t e r p r e t e r s s e e i n t h e l a s t p a r t o f t h e v e r s e a r e f e r e n c e t o
G y r u s . C o m p a r e I s a i a h 4 3 s 9 ; 4 5 s 2 0 . 2 1 ; 4 5 : 1 0 . 11 ; 1 3 : 1 7 - 1 9 .

1 5 . " I , e v e n I , h a v e s p o k e n : y e a , i h a v e c a l l e d h i m : h a v e b r o u g h t
him, and he daall make his way prosperousT^

" I " is repeated for emphas is . Jehovah is the sovere ign God ^o
has spoken, promis ing del iverance to His people. He has cal led h is
i n s t r u m e n t ( 4 1 : 2 ; 4 5 : 1 , 2 ) . H e w i l l g i v e h i m s u c c e s s i n h i s m i s s i o n .

1 6 . " C o m e y e n e a r u n t o m e . h e a r y e t h i s ; f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g I
h a v e n o t s p o k e n i n s e c r e t : f r o m t h e t i m e t h a t i t w a s , t h e r e a m I :
a n d n o w t h e L o r d J e h o v a h h a t h s e n t m e . a n d h i s S p i r i t . "

I n t e rp re ta t i ons o f t h i s ve r se g rea t l y va r y. Mos t ag ree t ha t up
t o t h e w o r d s " a n d n o w " , J e h o v a h i s s p e a k i n g . C o m p a r e 4 5 : 1 9 . O n e
interpretation of the words, "PpOm the time that it was, I am", is,
tha t the second person o f the Tr in i ty i s the speaker. Proverbs 8 :27
seems to suppor t th is v iew. In the las t par t o f the verse beg inn ing
with the words "and now", the speaker, according to some interpreters
(Calv in, Matthew Henry, Barnes) is the Prophet; according to others
the speaker here is the second person of the Trinity.

Del i tzsch ways, "Noth ing is more l ike ly than that the words,
" a n d n o w t h e L o r d " , e t c . a r e a p r e l u d e o f t h e d i s c o u r s e o f t h e o n e
unique Servant of-Jehovah about himself \Bhich opens in Chapter 49."
Referring to verses 12-16,Dr. Edward Mack jyays, "These strange words
are spoken by One who is the Divine Creator, who is also the Providence
who raises up and prospers Cyrus against the Bbbylonians, and ^o now
represents himself as sent by Jehovah and his Spirit.

T h i s d i v i n e P e r s o n c e r t a i n l y i s n o t I s r a e l , b u t c a l l s t o a n d
r e b u k e s I s r a e l . H e c a n b e n o n e o t h e r t h a n t h e P e r s o n a l S e r v a n t , w h o s e
mission will be described in chapters 49 and 53.'' If this last view
is correct^what a glorious climax to the paragraph presenting the in-
con^arable greatness and abiding presence of Jehovahl

17. "Thus saith Jehovah, thy Redeemer, toe Holy Ctoe of Israel:
I am Jehovsh thy God, too teacheto thee to profit. too leadeth thee
by the way that thou shouldest go."

This verse is a preface to the words to follow. For the word
"Redeemer" see 41:14 and notes. For "Holy One of Israel" see 1:4.
He is Teacher to profit. (See Job 36:22; John 6:45; II Timothy 3:
16,17). He is Guide to lead the proper way (Psalm 32:8; Isaiah 30:21) .

18. "Qh that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments 1 then had
toy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness ^ toe waves of toe sea.
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Tlhe lesson of obedience should be well la amed in the school of
s u f f e r i n g .

The loss o f b less ings i s an inev i tab le resu l t o f d isobed ience .
The desire of Jehovah is that Israel follow his teachings and be

fu l ly b lessed. SelDeuteronoi t ty 5:29; 32:29; Psalm 81:13-16.
"Peace and righteousness appear here as the divine goft, not

deserved by Israel, but dependent only on the faith isi i ich marks and
appropr iates the d iv ine word, and especia l ly the word promis ing re
demption." "The ideas suggested by the figure of a river are abundance,
p e r p e t u i t y, a n d f r e s h n e s s , t o w h i c h t h e w a v e s o f t h e s e a a d d t h o s e o f
vastness, depth, and continual succession."®

19. "Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thv
b o w e l s l i k e t h e g r a i n s t h e r e o f : h i s n a m e w o u l d n o t b e c u t , o f f n o r
d e s t r o y e d f r o m b e f o r e m e . "

N o t o n l y p e a c e a n d r i g h t e o u s n e s s a p p e a r a s t h e d i v i n e g i f t
dependent upon faith;(see foregoing note) but also a numerous seed.
Here there is evident ly a speeialreference "To the promise made to
Abraham and Jacob (Genesis 22:17; 32:12), the part ial accomplishment
of which ( I I Samuel 17:11) is not inconsistent wi th the thoTight here
exp ressed , t ha t , i n t he case supposed , I bwou ld have been fa r more amp le
a n d c o n s p i c u o u s . W e m a y s u p p o s e t h a t t h e w r i t e r , a f t e r w i s h i n g t h a t
t h e p e o p 3 e h a d e s c e p e d t h e s t r o k e s p r o v o k e d b y t h e i r i n i q u i t i e s , d e
clares that even now they shall not be entirely destroyed."^ See
R o m a n s 9 : 2 9 .

2 0 . " G o y e f o r t h f r o m B a b y l o n , fl e e y e f r o m t h e C h a l d e a n s : w i t h
a v o i c e o f s i n g i n g d e c l a r e y e . t e l l t h i s , u t t e r i t e v e n t o t h e e n d o f
t h e e a r t h : s a y y e . J e h o v a h h a t h r e d e e m e d h i s s e r v a n t J a c o b

The promise of deliverance from Babylon is in the form of a
summons to proceed qhickly from Babylon (Ised.ah 52:11; Revelation 18:
4) and to proc la im joy fu l ly to the \ iho le wor ld the good t id ings o f
redemption from captivity. "Let- the redeemed of the Lord say so."(Ps.l07;{

21. "And they/thirsted not when he led them through the deserts; he
caused the waters to flow out of the rock also, and the waters gushed out.j

This is evidently a referance to the miraculous provision God made
for his people in the wilderness following their deliverance from Eygpt.
See Bxodus 17:6; flimibers 20:11; Psalm 78:15,16,20. The same God not
only delivered His people from Babylon, but also provided for their needs
i n t h e i r r e t u r n t o J e r u s a l e m .

22. "There is no peace, sai th Jehovah, to the wicked."

"The ungodly in Israel are meant. The utterance says in negative
form the same that is said posi t ive ly in 'Peace upon the Israel of God' .
G a l a t i a n s 6 : 1 6 . ' P e a c e ' i s t h e b r o a d e s t , d e e p e s t d e fi n i t i o n o f t h e f u t u r e
salvat ion. Prom th is the ungodly exclude themselves; they have no par t
in the fu t i i re inher i tance; the Sabbath rest reserved for God 's people
belongs not to them."^®
7 . D e l .
8 . A l e x a n d e r .
9 . i b i d .
1 0 . D e l .
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J e h o v a h ' s S e r v a n t a n d Z l o n
Chapter 49

This Chapter begins a great section of Isaiah's prophecy which
presents, according to Dr. W. H. Marquess, Salvation promised (Chapters 49-51), Salvation provided (Chapters 52-54), and Salvation
Proffered (Chapters 55-57), the text of the whole section being,
"Behold, my servant" (42sla)

Chapter 48s 16b seems to form the prelude to the discourse ^ich
begins with Chapter 49. Prom verse one the unique Servant of Jehovah,
the true Israel, the seed of A'braham, i^ich is One, speaks as the
Messianic individual in the first person. "Never again in his Servant
Chapters, after this rise to a spiritual conception of the Servant, will
Isaiah ever return to the purely national phase.The Chapter presents,
1* Th© Servant, His Sphere of Service, and His assured Success (verses
1-13). The Servant is "called^equippid, used as an executive agent,
sen t to e f fec t I s rae l and the wor ld , exa l ted over k ings a f te r h i s
humi l ia t ion" , is g iven a wor ld-wide miss ion, suad is promised u l t imate
success. Dr. G. L« Robinson calls 49:1-13 the second of the fotir «>iV4
^Servant Songs", the first being 42:1-9; the third 50:4-11; the fotxrth
^:53; 12. 2. Despondent Zion Comforted (verses 14-26). Zion wilibe
r^embered, redeemed, replenished, returned, revered, released.

4 9 : 1 " L i s t e n . 0 i s l e s , u n t o m e : a n d h e a r k e n , y e p e o p l e , f r o m f a r :
J e h o v a h h a t h c a l l e d m e f r o m t h e w a a b : f r o m t h e b o w e l s o f m y m o t h e r h a t h
h e m a d e m e n t i o n o f m y n a m e : "

A s a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d i n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h i s C h a p t e r , t h e
s p e a k e r w e i n t e r p r e t t o b e t h e i n d i v i d u a l s e r v a n t o f J e h o v a h , t h e
M e s s i a h i n t r o d u c e d i n C ) ^ a p t e r 4 2 : 1 f f . C o m m e n t i n g o n t h e v i e w t h a t
t h e s p e a k e r i s I s r a e l , t h e C h o s e n p e o p l e . D r . A l e x a n d e r s a y s , " A t t h e
s a m e t i m e t h e r e a r e c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e w o r d s a r e t h e w o r d s o f
t h e M e s s i a h . T h e s e t w o m o s t p l a u s i b l e i n t e i p r e t a t i o n s m a y b e r e c o n c i l e d
a n d b l e n d e d , b y a s s u m i n g t h a t - i n t h i s c a s e a s i n C h a p t e r 4 2 : 1 , t h e i d e a l
speaker is the Messiah considered as the head of his people and as
fdrming with them one complex person."

Dr. De l i t zsch says , "When the express ion is app l ied in the fu l les t
e x t e n t o f i t s m e a n i n g , " T h e S e r v a n t o f J e h o v a h ' s i g n i fi e s a l l I s r a e l ;
w h e n i t i s c o n fi n e d t o i t s i n n e r a n d n a r r o w e r s e n s e , i t s i g n i fi e s t h e
t rue peop le o f Jehovah ^o a re inc luded w i th in the na t ion , l i ke the
k e r n e l w i t h i n t h e h u s k . . . ; h e r e , h o w e v e r , t h e i d e a i s r e s t r i c t e d t o i t s
centra l thought , and the expression becomes the ideal representat ion of
an ind iv idua l . " The peop le here addressed are the Gent i les . See
42:1-4; 45:22. The occasion is represented as the turning of the
Messiah to the Gent i les, having been rejected by the Jews. The servant
of Jehovah speaks of His divine appointment. He was cklled and named
t o b e S a v i o r. S e e M a t t h e w 1 : 2 0 ) , 2 1 ; L u k e 1 : 3 1 - 3 5 .

2. "And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow
o f s h a t h h e " h i d m e : a n d h e h a t h m a d e m e a p o l i s h e d s h a f t : 3 n
h i s q u i v e r h a t h h e k e p t m e c l o s e . "

1 . M a c k •
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The Servant of Jehovah was €l1so dlvlneily equipped, protected, ariH
prepared for service. "By mouth" we are of course to understand speech,
discourse. The comparison is repeated and explained in the Epistle
t o t h e H e b r e w s ( 4 : 1 2 ) "

3. "4nd he said imto me. Thou art my sorvant; Israel, in whom
I w i l l b e g l o r i fi e d . "

T h e s e r v a n t o f J e h o v a h i s n o t o n l y d l v i
q u a l i fi e d , b u t a l s o u s e d a s H i s e x e c u t i v e a ^

" T h e s e r v a n t o f J e h o v a h i s t h e k e r n e l <
I s r a e l ' s i n m o s t c e n t r e , I s r a e l ' s h i g h e s t h e «
(that is, on v^om and through whom) Jehovah
c a r r y i n g o u t t h r o u g h h i m t h e c o u n s e l o f l o v <
^orification of His holy love."^^ Explfiiining the term "Israel" here Calvj
I s r a e l , b y w h i c h h e m e a n s C h r i s t , I s a i a h i n c
the people as members under the head". See
p a r e n o t e s u n d e r 4 9 s i .

. n e l y a p p o i n t e d a n d
fent.f t h e k e r n e l o f I s r a e l ,
d . H e i t i s i n w h o m
g l o r i fi e s H i m s e l f , b y

w h i c h i s t h e s e l f -

n says, "Under the name
l u d e s t h e w h o l e b p d y o f
I . C o r i n t h i a n s 1 2 : 1 2 . C o m -

4 . " B u t I s a i d , I h a v e l a b o r e d i n v a i n , I h a v e s p e n t m y s t r e n g t h
for nought and vani ty; yet surely tSe just ice due to me is wi th Je
hovah, and my recompense wi th my Cod."

"Though my lahor be unprofitable, and though I have almost ex
h a u s t e d m y s t r e n g t h w i t h o p t d o i n g a n y g o o d , y e t i t i s e n o u g h t h a t G o d
approve of my obedience."4

"He came unto his own, and his own received him noti' John 1:11.
"He ca lm ly, I dsp i te o f seeming i l l success fo r t he t ime , l e f t

the resu l t w i th God, confident o f fina l t r iumph (Chapter 53 :10-12 ;
I P e t e r 2 : 2 3 ) " . °

5. "^nd now saith Jehovah that formed me from the womb to be his
s e r v a n t , t o b r i n g J a c o b a g a i n t o h i m , a n d t h a t I s r a e l b e g a t h e r e d
unto Tfor I ^ honorable in the eves of Jehovah, and ^ God
become my strength)?^

The proximate design of the Servant's divine appointment is here
stated (Compare Isaiah 14:1 and 11:12), and the reason for assurance
o f u l t i m a t e s u c c e s s . S e e E p h e s i a n s 1 : 2 0 - 2 2 .

6 . "Vea. he sa i th . I j ^ is l ight a th ing that thou shouldest
be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore ttie
p r e s e r v e d o f I s r a e l : I w i l l a l s o g i v e t h e e f o r a l i g h t ^ -
t i les. that thou mayest be my salvat ion unto the end of the earth.

While the proximate design of the Servant's mission is the sal
vation of the Jews, it is not so limited. His coming is for a light
to the Gentiles, for salvation to the end of the earth. Luke 24:46,47
"It was not enou^ for the Messiah (and the people as his representa
tives) to Iqbour for the natural descendants of Abraham, but he and

2 . A l e x a n d e r .
3 • D e l .
4 . J o h n C a l v i n .
5 . F a u s s e t .
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they must have a wider field.Kote the use made of this passage hv
Paul and Bamahas, Acts 13:46,47.

7. "maus saith Jehovah, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holv
One, to him whom man desniseth, to him inhom the nation ahhorreth. to
& s e r v a n t r u l e r s : K i n g s s h a l l s e e a n d a r i s e : p r i n c e s . a n H t h e y
s h a l l w o r s h i p ; b e c a u s e g t J e h o v a h t h a t i s f a i t h f u l , e v e n t h e H o l y
O n e o f I s r a e l , w h o h a t h c h o s e n t h e e . "

F o r s i m i l a r t i t l e s o f J e h o v a h s e e 4 8 : 1 7 a n d n o t e s . T h e h u m i l i a
t i o n o f t h e M e s s i a h w i l l b e f o l l o w e d b y H i s e x a l t a t i o n . T h i s v e r s e
foreshadows ehapter 53. See 53:3; Psalm 22:6-8; Matthew 86:67; 27:38-
44; Luke 23:18,25; John 18:40; 19:6,15'; Matthew 20:28; Isaiah 52:15;
P s a l m 7 2 : 1 0 , 11 ; R e v e l a t i o n 11 : 1 5 .

Note the grand reason given for the change here promised - Be
c a u s e o f J e h o v a h t h a t i s f a i t h f u l . C o m p a r e I T h e s s a l o n i a n s 5 : 2 4 .

8. "Thus saith Jehovah. In an acceptable time have I answered thee.
a n d i n a d a y o f s a l v a t i o n h a v e I h e l p e d t h e e : a n d I w i l l p r e s e r v e
thee, and give thee for a QQ-ganiant of the people, to raise up the land.
t o m a k e t h e m i n h e r i t t h e d e s o l a t e h e r i t a g e s ; "

"Acceptable t ime" means "A suitable or appointed t ime for showing
grace or favor."" See Galatians 4:4; Acts 2:24-32. God hears and
a n s w e r s t h e p r a y e r s o f H i s S o n . S e e P s a l m 2 : 8 ; J o h n 11 : 4 1 , 4 2 ; H e b r e w s
5 : 7 . " p r a y e r h a s i t s r i s e a n d i t s d e e p e s t s o u r c e i n t h e v e r y b e i n g
of God. Tile decrees of God arepot decisions made by Him without re
f e r e n c e t o t h e S o n , o r H i s p e t i t i o n , o r t h e p e t i t i o n t o b e s e n t u p
through Him."

F o r " c o v e n a n t o f t h e p e o p l e " s e e 4 2 : 6 w i t h n o t e s .
G r a c e n o t o n l y b r i n g s s a l v a t i o n b u t a l s o b u i l d s t h e C h u r c h . S e e

E p h e s i a n s 2 : 1 2 - 1 9 .
" H e r e a g a i n w e h a v e c l e a r a p o s t o l i c a u t h o r i t y f o r a p p l y i n g t h i s

descr ipt ion to the Church, or people of God, as the Body of ^ Ich
C h r i s t i s t h e h e a d . P a u l s a y s t o t h e C o r i n t h i a n s , * We t h e n a s w o r k e r s
together (with him) beseech you also that ye receive not the word of
God in vain. For he saith, I have heard thee JLn a time accepted, and
i n t h e d a y o f s a l v a t i o n h a v e I s u c c o u r e d t h e e j W h a t f o l l o w s i s n o
part of the quotation but Paul's comment on it. * Behold, now is the
accepted time: behold, now is the day of salvation.' (II Corinthians
6 :2 ) . Th i s , t aken i n connec t i on w i t h t he c i t a t i on o f ve r se 6 i n Ac t s
13:47, precludes the supposit ion of an accidental or unmeaning ap
plication of this passage to the people or ministers of Christ as wellas to himself."^

9. "Saying ^ them that are bound. Go forth; to them that are in
d a r k n e s s . S h o w y o u r s e l v e s . T h e y s h a l l f e e d i n t h e w a y s , a n d o n a l l
b a r e h e i g h t s s h a l l b e t h e i r p a s t u r e . "

Th© Servant of Jehovah came to bring freedom to them that are
bo\ind (Zechariah 9:11,12; Luke 4:18), light to th^ that are in dark-

6 . A l e x a n d e r .
7 . i b i d .
8 . Marray, "With Chr ist" , page 132
9 . A l e x a n d e r .
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ness (Colossians 1:13; Isaiah 9:2; John 8:12), provision for His
flock (psa lm 23 :1 ,2 ; John 10 :9 ) .

10. "Ohey i^ ia l l no t huhger? ior th i rs t ; ne i ther sha l l the heat nor
s u n s m i t e t h e m : f o r h e t h a t h a t h m e r c y o n t h e m w i l l l e a d t h e m , e v e n
b y s p r i n g s o f w a t e r w i l l h e g u i d e t h e m . "

The thought o f the foregoing verse is cont inued. Prov is ion, pro
tect ion, and guidance are promised (John 6:35; Revelat ion 7:16,17;
Psalm 121:5,6; Psalm 23:3,4) He is a Guide who has mercy. See Isaiah
1 4 : 1 ; E z e k i e l 3 4 : 2 3 .

11 . "And i w i l l make a l l my moun ta ins a way, and my h ighways
shal l be exal tedT^

The way Yd . l l be p repcu?ed , obs t r uc t i ons w i l l be r emoved f o r t he
r e t u r n o f H i s p e o p l e t o Z i o n . S e I s a i a h 11 : 1 b ; 3 5 : 8 - 1 0 ; 4 0 : 3 , 4 , a n d
n o t e s o n t h e s e v e r s e s .

1 2 . " L o . t h e s e s h a l l c o m e f r o m f a r : a n d , l o . t h e s e f r o m t h e n o r t h
a n d f r o m t h e w e s t ; a n d t h e s e f r o m t h e l a n d o f S i n l m . "

H i s p e o p l e w i l l c o m e f r o m d i s t a n t l a n d s o f t h e w o r l d . S e e
P s a l m 2 2 : 2 7 ; 7 2 : 1 0 - 11 ; M a t t h e w 8 : 11 ; R e v e l a t i o n 7 : 9 ; 11 : 1 5 . O f t h e
several views regarding "the land of Sinim" the most ccmmon is that
i t i s C h i n a , w h i c h a p p e a r s t o b e c o r r e c t .

1 3 . " S i n g . H h e a v e n s : a n d b e j o y f u l 0 e a r t h : a n d b r e a k f o r t h i n t o
singing, 0 mountains: for Jehovah hath comforted his people, and wi l l
h a v e c o m p a s s i o n u p o n h i s a f fl i c t e d . "

I n v i e w o f t h e a s s u r e d s u c c e s s o f t h e m i s s i o n o f t h e S e r v a n t , a s
given in the foregoing verses, all of nature is summoned to praise
God; for He is the God of Comfort and Compassion. See Isaiah 40:1
a n d 5 4 : 7 , 8 , 1 0 .

Compare the lyrical outburst in Isaiah 42:10-12^ and 44:23, and
t h e s e t t i n g o f e a c h .

14. "But Zion said. Jehovah hath forsaken me. and the Lord hath
f o r g o t t e n m e . "

In the midst of present despondency Zion utters this complaint.
Compare Isaiah 40:27. "Zion, or Jerusalem is mentioned as the capitalof Israel, the centre of the true religion, the earthly residence of
God himself, and therefore an appropriate antj natural emblem of his
chosen people or the ancient church". ' *

15. "CflTi a woman forget her sucking child. that she should not
liave compassion on the son of her womb? yea, these may forget. yet
w i l l n o t I f o r g e t t h e e . "

"To the cQB^laining Church, vdiich knows that her home is in Zion
and Jerusalem, and yet has now been so long torn from that home.

It, 6u2»^^e!Lu\.
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J e h o v a h s e t s f o r t h H i s l o v e , w h i c s h i s a s i n a l i e n a h l e a s m a t e r i a l l o v e
nay is far stronger than material love.**!® Compare Jeremiah 31;20,

16. **Behold. I have graven thee upon the palms of 53; hands; thy
w a l l s a r e c o n t i n u a l l y b e f d r e m e . ^

"There is the picture of Zlon, unapproachable by every creature,
as near to Him as He is to Himself, and coming before Him in all the
m o v e m e n t s o f H i s d i v i n e l i f e ; t h e r e H e h a s t h e w a l l s o f Z i o n e v e r
present to Him; and though they are broken down for a time here below,
t h e y h a v e w i t h H i m a n e t e r n a l i d e a l e x i s t e n c e ^ i c h m u s t e v e r b e
r e a l i z e d a g a i n a n d a g a i n i n i n c r e a s i n g l y g l o r i o u s f o r m s . " S e e
R e v e l a t i o n 2 1 : 1 0 - 2 1 .

1 7 • "Tb y c h i l d r e n m a k e h a s te : t h y d e s t r o y e r s a n d t h e y t h a t m a d e
t h e e w a s t e s h a l l g o f o r t h f r o m t h e e . "

T h e c h i l d r e n o f Z i o n a r e c o m i n g i n t o t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n a n d t h e
e n e m i e s o f Z i o n a r e t a k i n g t h e i r d e p a r t u i ^ e .

1 8 . " L i f t U P t h i n e e y e s r o u n d a b o u t , a n d b e h o l d s a l l t h e s e g a t h e r
t h e m s e l v e s t o g e t h e r , a n d c o m e t o t h e e . A s , I l i v e , s a i t h J e h o v a h .
t h o u S h a l t s u r e l y c l o t h e t h e e w i t h t h e m a l l a s w i t h a n o r n a m e n t . a n d
g i r d t h y s e l f w i t h t h ^ . l i k e a b r i d e

A G lo r ious S l i gh t fo r Z ion l Who a re to be seen? zTrom whence came
they? What are they doing?/what will they become?/What will Zion
b e c o m e ? T h e y a r e t h e c h i l d r e n o f Z i o n , o r t h e c o n v e r t s o f t h e C h u r c h .
They came from^ound about", f rom the four quarters of the earth.
S e e v e r s e 1 2 . T h e y a r e g a t h e r i n g i n t o Z i o n , r e p l e n i s h i n g t h e C h u r c h .
( I s a i a h 6 0 : 4 ) . T h e y w i l l b e c o m e a s J e w e l s , f o r a d o r n i n g Z i o n .
C l o t h e d w i t h s u c h o r n a m e n t s Z i o n w i l l b e l i k e a b r i d e a d o x n e d f o r h e r
husband. Revelation 21:2. "Jehovah pledgefgHis life that a time of
glory for Zion and her children is coming."

1 9 . " F o r , a s f o r t h y w a s t e a n d t h y d e s o l a t e p l a c e s , a n d t h y l a n d
t h a t h a t h b e e n d e s t r o y e d , s u r e l y n o w s h a l t t h o u b e t o o s t r a i t f o r t h e
inytteTii-han-bfl^ and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away."

T h e l a n d t h a t w a s w a s t e a n d d e s o l a t e i s t c b e s o r e p l e n i s h e d t h a t
i t wi l l become over-populated, and their enemies shal l be far away -
n o t a p a r t o f t h i s p o p u l a t i o n .

2 0 . " T h f t G h l l d y e n o f t h y b e r e a v e m e n t s h a l l y e t s a y i n t h i n e e a r s .
The place is too strait for me: give place to me that 1 may dwellT"

"The ch i ld ren o f thy bereavement" , accord ing to one in terpre ta t ion ,
means the children born in exile, according to another, "the children
of whom Zion had hithei? to been deprived""^" still another view is

" the sons o f thee, a ch i ld less one" .

K b . D e l .
1 % . i b i d .
1 8 . i b i d ,
l y . i b i d .
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lEhe increase of the populat ion of Zion Is here emphasized. This
is suggest ive o f the count less mul t i tudes of the heavenly Z ion.

21 • ' 'Then sha l t thou say in thv hear t . Who ha th bego t ten me
t h e s e , s e e i n g I h a v e b e e n b e r e a v e d o f m v c h i l d r e n , a n d a m s o l i t a r y .
a n e x i l e , a n d w a n d e r i n g t o a n d f r o ? a n d w h o h a t h b r o u g h t u p t h e s e ?
B e h o l d . I w a s l e f t a l o n e : t h e s e , \ d i e r e w e r e t h e v ? ^

The genera l concept ion here presented is that "o f a d i i ld less
m o t h e r fi n d i n g h e r s e l f s u d d e n l y s u r r o u n d e d b y t h e c l a m o u r o f a m u l
t i t u d e o f c h i l d r e n ^ a n d a s k i n g i n a m a z e m e n t ^ e n c e t h e y c a m e a n d
who they are."^ Bereaveii. Zion, though bewildered, is blessed w;
m u l t i t u d e o f c h i l d r e n .

2 2 . " T h u s s a i t h t h e L o r d J e h o v a h . B a h o l
■ t o t h e n a t i o n s , a n d s e t u p m y e n s i g n t o t h e
b S i n g t h y s o n s i n t h e i r b o s o m , a n d t h y d a u g ]
their shoulder iT^

w i t h a

L , I w i l l l i f t U P m y h a n d
l e o p l e s : a n d t h e y s h a l l
^ e r s s h a l l b e c a r r i e d u p o n

There are here presented Jehovah's summons to the nations and
t h e i r r e s p o n s e .

"The set t ing up o f a banner (5 :26; 11:12; 18:3 ; c f .62:10) , as
we l l as the wav ing o f the hadd (13 :2) , i s a favor i te figure in the
4ook of Isaiah. The nations understand an^carry out His instructions,and bring the sons and daughters of Zion."'̂ ^t«ipGw.

"Although this refers, in the firstanc^ to the Jews who had been
Vanished and scattered, yet it undoubtedly ought to be extended to allthe elect of God, ^o have become partakers of the same grace."■'•r See
F s a l m 2 2 : 2 7 ; 6 7 : 4 - 7 ; 7 2 : 8 , 1 7 ; 8 6 : 9 .

2 3 . " A n d b e t h y n u r s i n g f a t h e r s , a n d t h e i r q u e e n s
thy nurs^ '^g mothers: they shal l bow down to thee with their faces
to t^ earth, and lick the dust of thy feet: and thou shalt know that
i am J^ovah: and they that wait for me shall not ^ nut ^ shameT"

Kings and queens shall render service and hcmaage to Zion. See
Isaiah 45:14, with notes; Isaiah 60:3; Psalm 72:9-11. Jehovah will be
recognized as God, and Hj^s worshippers shall not be put to shame.

2 4 . t h e p r e y b e t a k e n f r o m t h e m i g h t y , o r t h e l a w f u l
capt ives be de l i vered?"

Inteipretations of this verse vary.It seems to be a question
raised by Zion, weak in the faith, corresponding to verse 14.

"Lawful captive," literally means, "captivity of the just .
According to Barnes, "The idea is, that it was difficult or almost

impossible to rescue daptives from such hahds, and that therefore it
was a matter of wonder and amazement that that could be accomplished
which God here promises."

n r . D e l .
1 4 . i b i d .
l y . J o b n C a l v i n
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25. "Bat thus aalth Jehovah. Even the captive a of the ml^tv
a h a l X M J t a f e e n a w a v. a n d t t i e p r e v o f t h e t e r r i b l e s h a l l b e d e l i v e r e d ;
f o r I w i l l c o n t e n d w i t h h i m t h a t c o n t e n d e t h w i t h t h e e , a n d I w i l l
s a v e t h y ' C h i l d r e n . "

Jehovah here affirms his power to release the capt ives, and
save the dhildren of Zion. Vffliat God has promised He is able to per
form. See Romans 4s20,21. Jehovah will s^pear as the Chanqpion
of Israel's enemy. Compare Hebrews 2:14,15; I John 3:8; Ramans
8 : 3 1 - 3 9 .

26. "And i wi l l feed them that oppress thee wi th thei r own flesh;
a n d t h e y s h a l l b e d r u n k e n w i t h t h e i r o w n b l o o d , a s w i t h s w e e t w i n a *
a n d a l l fl e s h s h a l l k n o w t h a t I . J e h o v a h , a m ' t h y S a v i o u r , a n d t h v
R e d e e m e r , t h e M i g h t y O n e o f J a c o b . "

Jehovah w i l l b r i ng j udgmen t upon H is enemies , among vhom the re
w i l l b e m u t u a l s l a u g h t e r . " A l l t h i s m u s t n e c e s s a r i l y b e s u b s e r v i e n t
t o t h a t s a l v a t i o n a n d r e d e i ^ t i o n v h i c h f o r m t h e g r a n d a i m o f J e h o v a h
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u r s e o f t h e , w o r l d ' s h i s t o r y , t h e i r r e s i s t i b l e w o r k
of the Mighty One of Jacob." ®

O h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f B a b y l o n a n d t h e d e l i v e r a n c e o f I s r a e l w i l l
c a u s e a l l p e o p l e s t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t J e h o v a h i s G o d , I s r a e l ' s
S a v i o r , R e d e e m e r - t h e M i g h t y O n e o f J a c o b . S e e R e v e l a t i o n 1 5 : 3 , 4 .
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U n f a l t h f t i l I s r a e l a n d t h e O b e d i e n t S e r v a n t
- C h a p t e r 5 0 -

In this brief chapter we have presented (1) Israel as respon
s i b l e f o r t h e i r o w n r e j e c t i o n , G o d i s n o t r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t . H e
is not at fault. He is not powerless. Israel is responsible. The
transgressions of Israel have separated them from God, (verses 1-3)
(2) The ideal Servant, made perfect throu^ sufferings, »The Servant
is portrayed as an individual, as a prophet, sinless and obedient to
the d iv ine w i l l ; submiss ive ly pa t ien t , because consc ious o f Jehovah 's
unfailing support. In short, he is described as an ideal prophet made
perfect through sufferings."^ (verses 4-9). See Hebrews 5s8,9. (3)Two possible attitudes towards the message of the Servant (verses 10,11).

50:1. "Thus sai th Jehovah, where is the b i l l o f your mother 's
divorcement. vhere .with I have put her away? or which of my creditors
is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your inigni-hi aa were ye
s o l d , a n d f o r y o u r t r a n s g r e s s i o n s w a s y o Ti r m o t h e r p u t a w a y. "

"Husbands often sent bills of divorcement to their wives on sli^t
o c c a s i o n s ; a n d f a t h e r s , o p p r e s s e d w i t h d e b y , s o l d t h e i r c h i l d r e n t i l l
t h e y e a r o f r e l e a s e . B u t t h i s , s a i t h G o d , c a n n o t b e m y c a s e ; I a m n o t
gove rned by any such mo t i ves , no r am I u rged by any such necess i t y.
Yo u r c a p t i v i t y a n d a f fl i c t i o n s a r e t h e f r u i t s o f y o u r ^ o w n f o l l y a n d
w i c k e d n e s s " .

" T h e J e w s w e r e s e n t i n t o B a b y l o n f o r t h e i r i d o l a t r y , a s i n w h i c h
b r o k e t h e m a r r i a g e c o v e n a n t , a n d w e r e a t l a s t r e j e c t e d f o r c r u c i f y i n g
t h e L o r d o f g l o r y ; t h e s e w e r e t h e i n i q u i t i e s f o r ^ i c h t h e y w e r e s o l d
and put away." See James 4s4.

2 . " W h e r e f o r e , A e n J c a m e , w a s t h e r e n o m a n ? w h e n I c a l l e d .
w a s t h e r e n o n e t o a n s w e r ? I s m y h a n d s h o r t e n e d a t a l l t h a t c a n n o t
r e d e e m ? o r h a v e 1 n o p o w e r t o d e l i v e r ? B e h o l d , a t s i r e b u k e I j g o q
t h e s e a . 1 m a k e t h e r i v e r s a w i l d e r n e s s s t h e i r fi s h s t i n k . b e c ^ s f e a a e c w - A .
t h e r e i s n o w a t e r , a n d d i e f o r t h i r s t . "

They had the opportunity to be saved but did not accept it. "He
came unto his own but his own received Him not J*' (John Is 11) See also
John 3s 19, God is ab le to de l iver, as is i l lus t ra ted by the mi rac les
at the t ime of their reden^t ion f rom Egypt, Gon^are Mark 4s39.

" W h e r e f o r e a l s o h e i s a b l e t o s a v e t o t h e u t t e i m o s t t h e m t h a t d r a w
near unto God through him,. ."Hebrews 7:25.

"I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth
t h e i r c o v e r i n g . "

The power of God is revealed in the heavens. This was illustrated
in a miracTilous way in Egypt (Exodus 10s21), and at the time of the
c ruc i fix i on i n Je rusa lem. Ma t t hew 27 :45 .

1 . G e o r g e L . R o b i n s o n
2. Treasury of Scr ipture Knowledge.
3 . M a t t h e w H e n r y ,



4 • "toe Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of them that are
tauflh t , t ha t I may know how to sus ta in w i th words tha t l a wearvs

wakene th morn ing by morn ing , he wakene th m ine ea r to hear as they
t h a t a r e t a u g h t . "

Some Bible scholars consider the speaker here to be Isadah.^
Alexander 's v iew is that " the servant o f Jehovah, as he ca l ls h imsel f
in verse 10 below is the Messiah and His people as a complex person,
or the Church ia ind isso lub le un ion wi th i ts Head." The prevsaent
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ^ i c h w e p r e f e r i s t h a t t h e s p e a k e r i s t h e M e s s i a h .
T h e J e h o v a h o f t h e fi r s t p a r a g r a p h w h o i s a b l e t o s a v e i s h e r e t h e
M e s s i a h w h o i s w i l l i n g t o s a v e .

"peak ing thus i n the fi rs t pe rson the se rvan t desc r ibes the
p r o p h e t i c a s p e c t o f h i s o w n c h a r a c t e r . ' H e p o s s e s s e s t h e t w o f u n d a
m e n t a l q u a l i fi c a t i o n s o f a n i d e a l p r o p h e t : w i l l i n g n e s s t o l i s t e n a s
o f t e n a s G o d s p e a k s , a n d w i l l i n g n e s s a l w a y s t o u t t e r w i t h o u t d e m u r
w h a t e v e r G o d c o m m a n d s . ' O r e l l i . " P a r t i c u l a r l y H e h a s a m e s s a g e t h a t
w i l l b r i n g s t r e n g t h t o t h e w e a r y . M a t t h e w 11 : 2 8 .

5 . "The Lord Jahovah ha th opened mine ear, and I was no t £e -
b e l l i o u s . n e i t h e r t u r n e d a w a y b a c k w a r d . "

He has an opened ear, and an obedient heart. See Psalm 40:6-8;
M a t t h e w 2 6 : 3 9 ; P h i l i p p i a n s 2 : 8 .

6. " jC gave my back to the ^
• l u c k e d o f f t h e h a i r . * *

, and my cheeks to them tha t

He submi t ted pat ient ly to suffer ing and shame. See Isa iah 53:5;
M a t t h e w 2 6 : 6 7 ; 2 7 : 3 0 ; M a r k 1 5 : 1 9 ; L u k e 1 8 : 3 2 ; H S b r e w s 1 2 : 2 .

7 . " F o r t h e L o r d J e h o v a h w i l l h e l p m e : t h e r e f o r e h a v e I n o t b e e n
c o n f o u n d e d : t h e r e f o r e h a v e I s e t m y f a c e l i k e a fl i n t , a n d I k n o w t h a t
I s h a l l n o t b e p u t t o s h a m e . "

F a i t h i n J e h o v a h i s t h e b a s i s f o r s u c h a c o m p l e t e s u r r e n d e r t o
God, and patient submission to sufferings and reproach. With His
help there is no confusion and shame, but courage and determination.

"It is probable that Liike alludes to these passages, when he
says that our Lord steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem
(LvOce esSl)."®

8. "He is near that lustifieth me; who will contend with sao?
let us stand up together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to
m e . "

"The general meaning, of the words is, all this reproach is undeservec
as will be seen hereafter. Since God himself has undertaken his defense,
the accuser's case is hopeless. He therefore asks triumphantly, inho will
contend with me."^ Note how Paul makes use of these expressions in

4. John Calv inAf tA i^
5 . George L . Rob insDn.
6 . A l e x a n d e r .
7 . i b i d .
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Romans 8s32-34^ applying them to a different object.
G o d j u s t i fi e s C h r i s t i n H i s " j u d i c i a l a c c e p t a n c e a n d v i n d i c a t i o n

of Him on the ground of His own ri^teousness (Luke 23:44-47jRomans
1:4; I Timothy OS 16, with which cf I Peter 3:18),"8

Believers are justified "only for the ri^teousness of Christ,
imputed lanto us, and received by faith alone.

9. "Behold.the Lord Jehovab will help me: who is ^ that ^^lall
c o n d e m n m e ? b e h o l d , t h e y a l l s h a l l w a x o l d a s a g a r m e n t s t h e m o t h s h a l l
e a t t h e m u p . "

"I f God is for us, who is against us" (Romans 8:31). The moth
e a t s g r a d u a l l y a n d q u i e t l y i n d e s t r o y i n g t h e g a r m e n t . T h i s I l l u s t r a t e s
t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e a d v e r s a r i e s o f t h e S e r v a n t o f J e h o v a h .

1 0 • " W h o i s a m o n g y o u t h a t f e a r e t h J e h o v a h t h a t o b e y e t h t h e v o i c e
o f h i s s e r v a n t ? h e t h a t w e Q . k e t h i n d a r k n e s s , a n d h a t h n o l i g h t , l e t
h i m t r u s t i n t h e n a m e o f J e h o v a h , a n d r e l y u p o n h i s G o d . "

T h i s v e r s e a n d t h e f o l l o w i n g o n e l e a v e i n v i e w ; fi r s t , t h o s e T h o
fea r Jehovah ; and , second , t hose \ nho go t he way o f t he ungod l y. The
i d e a i s s i m i l a r t o M a r k 1 6 : 1 6 , " H e t h a t b e l i e v e t h a n d i s b a p t i z e d
s h a l l b e s a v e d : b u t h e t h a t d i s b e l i e v e t h s h a l l b e c o n d e m n e d . "

T h e g > d l y a r e e x h o r t e d t o f e a r , o b e y, r e l y , t r u s t ; f o u r w o r d s
d e s c r i p t i v e o f t h e w a y o f t h e r i g h t e o u s , C c n ^ a r e P s a l m 2 5 : 1 2 , 1 4 ; E c -
c l e s i a s t e s 1 2 : 1 3 ; H e b r e w s 5 : 9 ; P s a l m 2 3 : 4 ; J o h n 8 : 1 2 ; I s a i a h 2 6 : 3 , 4 ;
P s a l m 6 2 : 8 ; I P e t e r 5 : 7 ,

1 1 . " B e h o l d , a l l y e t h a t k i n d l e a fi r e , t h a t g i r d y o u r s e l v e s a b o u t
w i t h fi r e b r a n d s ; w a l k y e i n t h e fl a m e o f y o u r fi r e , a n d a m o n g t h e b r a n d s
t h a t y e h a v e k i n d l e d . T h i s s h a l l y e h a v e o f m y h a n d : y e s h a l l l i e d o w n
i n s o r r o w . "

"But the way of the wicked shall perish." (Psalm 1:6b) "The fire
of their rage becomes the fire of divine judgment, and this fire be
comes their bed of pain."^® See II Thessalonians 1:8,9; Revelation
2 0 : 1 5 .

8 . F a u s s e t .
9 . S h o r t e r C a t e c h i s m .

1 0 , D e l ,
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C o m f o r t t o Z l o n

Chap te r 51

The though t o f t h i s chap te r may he summar i zed i n seven sen tences?
1. Zion shal l he the joyfu l mother of a mul t i tude of chi ldren (verses 1-3) •
2* Z ion , inc reased f rom the Gent i les , sha l l haye ever las t ing sa lva t ion

( v e r s e s 4 - 6 ) ,
3 « Z i o n ' 3 e n e m i e s s h e d l p e r i s h , h u t J e h o v a h ' s r i ^ t e o u s n e s s a n d s a l v a

t ion are changeless (verses 7 ,8) .
4. Jehovah's arm miracti lously used for redsi$ft ion from Egypt is trusted

f o r f u t u r e r e l e a s e ( v e r s e s 9 - 11 ) .
5 . J e h o v a h i s t h e C o m f o r t e r o f Z i o n , t h e o m n i p o t e n t G o d , ¥ i h o p r o m i s e s d e -
: l i verance and a g lor ious fu ture to His people (verses l2-16)

6 . P r o s t r a t e Z i o n i s c a l l e d t o a w a k e , a n d s t a n d u p , a n d h e r a f fl i c t i o n s
a r e l a m e n t e d ( v e r s e s 1 7 - 2 0 ) .

7 . J e h o v a h a n n o u n c e s t h e t r a n s f e r o f t h e c u p o f H i s w r a t h f r o m Z i o n
t o h e r e n e m i e s ( v e r s e s 2 1 - 2 3 ) .

51:1 . "Hearken to me, j& that fo l low a f ter r igh teousness, ye that
s e e k J e h o v a h ; l o o k u n t o t h e r o c k i d i e n c e y e w e r e h e w n , a n d t o t h e h o l e
o f t h e p i t w h e n c e y e w e r e d i g g e d , "

T h e f a i t h f u l p e o p l e o f J e h o v a h a r e d e s c r i b e d fi r s t a s f o l l o w i n g
a f t e r r i g h t e o u s n e s s , " t h a t i s , m a k i n g i t t h e e n d o f a l l t h e i r e f f o r t s
to be righteous, or conformed to the will of God".-^ See Deuteronomy
1 6 : 2 0 ; P r o v e r b s 1 5 : 9 ; 2 1 : 2 1 ; I T i m o t h y 6 : 11 ; I I T i m o t h y 2 : 2 2 , " S e e k i n g
Jehovah" means "Seeking his presence, praying to him, worshipping him,
c o n s u l t i n g h i m " .

T h e l a s t p a r t o f t h e v e r s e i s a fi g u r a t i v e r e f e r e n c e t o t h e a n c e s
t o r s o f t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e w h o a r e c o m p a r e d t o a q u a r r y a n d p i t f r o m w h i c h
t h e r a c e h a d b e e n t a k e n . T h i s fi g u r e o f s p e e c h p r e p a r e s f o r v e r s e 2 .

2 * " L o o k u n t o A b r a h a m y o u r f a t h e r , a n d u n t o S a r a h t h a t b a r e y o u ;
f o r w h e n h e w a s b u t o n e 1 c a l l e d h i m , a n d I b l e s s e d h i m , a n d m a d e h i m
manyT^

The figure o f the prev ious verse is exp la ined, hook unto the
histor ic example of Abraham and aarah. He, sd.though one individual,
was cal led of Jehovah, blessed, and mTxlt ipl ied. Genesis 12:1-3; 22:17;
Romans 4 :16-24; Ga la t ians 3 :9-14 . The app l ica t ion to a ffl ic ted Z ion
is obvious. The God of Abraham, their God, had called them, and would
bless and multiply the children of Zion. This verse was a great com
f o r t t o W i l l i a m C a r e y .

3. "For Jehovah hath comforted Zion: he hath comforted al l her
waste places, and hath made her wilderness like Eden, and her desert
like the garden of Jehovah; .ioy and gladness shall be found therein,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody."

1 . A l e x a n d e r
2 . i b i d .
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"The comparison of Chapter 40:1 shows what we are here to xinder-
stand by Zion, namely, Jehovah's people, of ^ich it was the capital,
the sanctuary, and the symbol,"*^

The God of all comfort (II Corinthians Is3,4) effects a glorious
change In afflicted Zlon,"odio by His comforting grace becomes the
joyful mother of a multitude of happy, singing children. Zlon is
changed Into a paradise as Is beautifully and forcibly expressed In
t h e c o m p a r i s o n .

4. "Attend unto my people; and give ear imto me, 0 my
nat ions fo r a law sha l l go fo r th f rom me, and I w i l l es tab l i sh my
j u s t i c e f o r a l i g h t 6 f r f a h e p e o p l e s T ^ ~

Del l tzsch says that the " law here meant Is that o f Z lon (2:3) ,
as d is t inguished f rom that o f S lna l , - the gospel o f redempt ion; and
j u s t i c e I s t h e n e w o r d e r i n g o f l i f e . I n w h i c h I s r a e l a n d t h e n a t i o n s
unite. For this Jehovah prepares a firm standing-place from which Is
p o u r e d o u t , o n a l l s i d e s . I t s l i g h t t o e n l i g h t e n t h e n a t i o n s . " S e e
I s a i a h 4 9 s 6 ; J o h n 1 6 s 8 - l l .

5 . " i l y r i g h t e o u s n e s s I s n e a r , m y s a l v a t i o n I s g o n e f o r t h , a n d
m i n e a r m s s h a l l j u d g e t h e p e o p l e s : t h e I s l e s s h a l l w a i t f o r m e . a n d
o n m i n e a r m s h a l l t h e y t r u s t . "

Fo r " r l ^ t eousness " and " sa l va t i on " see 46 :13 , w i t h no tes . "A im
o f Jehovah" s i gn i fies H i s power. See ve rse 9 , and 53 :1 . " I s l es " I n
I s a i a h a r e f r e q u e n t l y s u g g e s t i v e o f d i s t a n t c o u n t r i e s , o r c o u n t r i e s
I n g e n e r a l . S e e 4 2 : 6

^ l i l f t U P y o u r e y e s t o t h e h e a v e n s . a n d l o o k u p o n t h e e a r t h
b e n e a t h ; f o r t h e h e a v e n s s h a l l v a n i s h a w a y l i k e s m o k e , a n d t h e e a r t h
s h a l l w a x o l d l i k e a g a r m e n t ; a n d t h e y t h a t d w e l l t h e r e i n s h a l l d i e i n
l i k e m a n n e r ; b u t m y s a l v a t i o n ^ a l l b e f o r e v e r , a n d m y r l g h t e o u s n e s s
s h a l l n o t b e a b o l i s h e d . "

" T h e m o s t e x t r a o r d i n a r y c h a n g e s s h a l l b e w i t n e s s e d , m o r a l a n d
phys ica l ; but . . .amidst them a l l th is one th ing sha l l remain un
changeable, the ri^teousness of God as displayed In the salvation ofhis people. (See Chapter 40:8; 65:17; Matthew 5:18; I John 2:17)"^

"Righteousness and salvation are the heavenly powers Yhlch
throughout the overthrow of the old world attain the supremacy and
become the foundations of the new (II Peter 3:13)." ®

7 . " H e a r k e n u n t o m e . y e t h a t k n o w r i g h t e o u s n e s s . t h e p e o p l e i n
w h o s e h e a r t I s m y l a w ; f e a r y e n o t t h e r e p r o a c h o f m e n , n e i t h e r b e y e
d l fl m & y e d a t t h e i r r e v l l l n g s . "

God 's fa i th fu l peop le ave fu r ther descr ibed In th is address to
them. (Compare verse 1). They know righteousness and have the law
o f G o d I n t h e i r h e a r t s . S u c h g o o d p e o p l e a s t h e s e m a y s u f f e r p e r s e
cution, but even so are not to be afraid of their reproach and revlllngs.
M a t t h e w 5 : 11 ; A c t s 5 : 4 1 ; I P e t e r 4 : 1 4 .

3 . A l e x a n d e r .
4 . i b i d .
5 . D e l .
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8 . " E o E s ^ ^ a l l e a t t h e m u p l i k e a g a r m e n t , a n d t h e w o r ms h a l l e ^ t h e m l i k e w o o l ; b u t ^ r i g h t e o u a n e s s ^ a l l b e f o r e v e r.
sa l va t i on xmto a l l gene ra t i onsT"

The persecutors of the Church will be destroyed just like garments
and wool are destroyed by moths and worms (see 50:9); but God's righteous-
ness and salvation are everlasting. Daniel 9:24; John 3:15,16; 5:24;
H e b r e w s 5 : 9 .

9. "Awake, awake, put on strength. O^aM of Jehovah: awake. ^
in t he days ^ o l d , t he gene ra t i ons o f anc ien t t imes . Xs i t no t t hou
that d idst cut Rahab in p ieces, that d idst p ierce the monaterT"

Here Rahab is a poetical name for Egypt. See Isaiah 30:7; Psalm
87:4. Monster is a symbol for Egypt or its king (Ezekiel 29:3). The
Deliverer from Egypt is implored to exert his aim of power now as in
the days of old. The people addressed in verses 1-8 are probably the
o n e s w h o o f f e r t h i s p r a y e r .

10. " la i t not thou that dr iedst up the sea, the waters o f the
g r e a t d e e p ; t h a t m a d e s t t h e d e p t h s o f t h e s e a a w a y f o r t h e r e d e e m e d t o
p a s s o v e r ; "

Appeal is made to the arm of Jehovah displayed in the miracle at
the Red Sea when He made a way fo r I s rae l to pass ou t o f Egyp t . Exodus
1 4 : 2 1 , 2 2 ; 1 5 : 1 3 .

1 1 . " A n d t h e r a n s o m e d o f J a h o v a h s h a l l r e t u r n , a n d c o m e w i t h s i n g i n g
u n t o Z l b n : a n d e v e r l a s t i n g i o v s h a l l b e u p o n t h e i r h e a d s : t h e y s h a l l
o b t a i n g l a d n e s s a n d l o v : a n d s o r r o w a n d s i g h i n g s h a l l fl e e a w a y . "

T h e s a m e a s 3 5 : 1 0 . S e e n o t e s o n t h i s v e r s e . J e h o v a h ' s a i m ,
miraculously used for the redempt ion f rom Egypt^ is t rusted for future
r e l e a s e .

12 . " I , even 1 , am ^ tha t comfor te tfl i you: who ar t thou, tha t thou
a r t a f r a i d o f m a n t h a t s h a l 1 d i e , a n d o f t h e s o n o f m a n t h a t s h a l l
m a d e a s g r a s s : "

"I" is repeated to emphasize 'aaaTjehovah is the sole Comforter of
Israel, compare John 14:18,26,27; and there is no need, nor is it right
for His people to be afraid of man who is weak and transitory. Psalm
103:15,16 ; I Pe ter 1 :24 .

1 3 . " A n d h a s t f o r g o t t e n J a h o v a h t h y M a k e r , t h a t s t r e t c h e d f o r t h
t h e h e a v e n s , a n d l a i d t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f e a r t h ; a n d f e a r e s t o o n t i n u -
ally all the day because pf the_ fui^ q£ eppressor, when he maketh
ready to destroy? and Yhere is the fury 6i "^e oppressor?"

This description of God is "strictly appropriate, because suggestive
of almighty power, vdiich ensured the performance of his promise and the
effectual protection of his people."®

Israel is charged with forgetfulness of Jehovah, and fear of the
oppressor, these two faults going hand in hand.

6 . A l e x a n d e r .
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For fury of oppressors see Daniel 3:19 (Nebuchadnezzar), Natthew
2:16-20 (Herod). Compare Psalm 76j l0.

14. **The captive exile shall speedlly be loosed; and he abai i not
d i e a n d g o d o v m . I n t o t h e p i t , n e i t h e r s h a l l h i s b r e a d f a l l T ^

Speedy release and sust&nance are promised the exile. Con^are
J e r e m i a h 3 8 : 6 - 1 3 ; Z e c h a r l a h 9 : 11 .

15. "For I Jehovah tty^v God. Tyho stlrreth up the sea, so that
the waves thereof roar: Jehovah of hosts Is his name."

T h e L o r d G o d o m n i p o t e n t p l e d g e s t h e f t i l fl l m e n t o f t h e f o r e g o i n g
prc59lse. He vHolo controls the winds and the waves. For "Jehovah of hosts "
s e e I s a i a h 1 : 9 a n d n o t e s .

16. "ihid ^ have put mv wordsln thy mouth, and have covered thee In
the shadow o f my hand, tha t jC may p lan t the heavens and lay the founda
t i o n s o f t h e e a r t h , a n d s a y u n t o Z l o n . T h o u a r t m y p e o p l e . "

To v d i o m a r e t h e s e w o r d s a d d r e s s e d ? O n e a n s w e r I s , a l l t h e p r o p h e t s ;
"The Lord speaks, to a l l the prophets, firs t to Isa iah, and then to the
r e s t I n t h e i r o r d e r ; b u t a t l a s t w e m u s t c o m e t o C h r i s t . T h e s e t h i n g s
must not be l imited ej . ther to Isaiah or to Christ , but must be extended
to all the prophets."' Another answer Is Zlon.® A third answer Is the
M e s s i a h . " T h e o n l y r e m a i n i n g s u p p o s i t i o n I s t h a t t h e M e s s i a h I s t h e
object of the address, and that his work or mission Is here described."^

"Addressed to Israel, embodied In 'the servant of Jehovah' (Chapter
42:1), Messiah, Its Ideal and representative Head, through vdicm the elect
remnant Is to be restore. God put His wordadn the mouth of Israel,
the depositary of true rel igion, primari ly; but ful ly,In the mouth of
Israel's Head and antitype, Messiah (Chapter 49:2; 50:4,5; 59:21; Deuterono
my 18:18 Is the fundamental passage: cf.'He ^om God habh sent, speakeththe words of God, fdr God glveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him.'
John 3:34."^®

This verse not only tel ls of Jehovah's revel at Ion, and His protection,
"but also cmnounces His new creation. "Jehovah Intends to create a new
world of rl^teousness and salvation (Isaiah 65:17) and anew to acknowledge
Z l o n p r a c t i c a l l y a s H i s p e o p l e . " .

17. "Awake, awake, stand up. Jerusalem, that hast drunk at the
hftrirs of Jehovah, the cup of his wrath: thou hast drunken the bowl of the
oup o f s tagger ing . and dra ined i t . "

The plight of Zlon under the wrath of God, In chastisement for her
sins. Is vividly portrayed by comparing her to a swooning, stupefieddrunkard. The gracious purpose of Jehovah Is to arouse her from her
prostrate condition. God has the power to awaken from the sleep of sin,
despair, sorrow, death. "Wherefore he salth. Awake, thou toat sleepest, _
and arlU from the dead, and Christ shall shine upon thee." (l^heslans 5:14}

7 . J o h n C a l v i n .
8 . B a r n e s .
9 . A l e x a M e r .

1 0 . F a u s s e t .
1 1 . D e l .
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1 8 * ? 3 i e r e ^ n o n a ^ g u i d e t i e r a m o n g a l l t h e a o n a ^ o m s h e h a t h
h r o u g h t f o r t h ; n e i t h e r t h e r e a n v t h a t t a k e t h h e r b y t h e h a n d a m o n g
a l l t h e s o n s t h a t s h e h a t h b r o u g h t u p > "

Th© absence o f he lp even among a l l he r own sons adds to he r cond i t i on
of d ist ress and misery. SeBMark 8:23 for account of the Helper of the
h e l p l e s s .

19. "These two things are befallen thee; who shall bemoan thee?
d e s o l a t i o n a n d d e s t m i c t i o n , a n d t h e f a m i n e a n d t h e s w o r d ; h o w s h a l l I
c o m f o r t t h e e ? "

"The general meaning of the verse evidently is that her grief was
beyond the reach of any human conforter."^®

The tone of these verses is very much l ike that of the book of
Lamenta t ions . Se€ . Lament a t ions 1 :12; 1 :16; 2 :11-15.

2 0 . " T h y s o n s h a v e f a i n t e d , t h e y l i e a t t h e h e a d o f a l l t h e s t r e e t s .
a s a n a n t e l o p e i n a n e t ; t h e y a r e f u l l o f t h e w r a t h o f J e h o v a h , t h e
r e b u k e o f t h y G o d . ^

S v e n t h e s o n s o f Z i o n a r e i n a p r o s t r a t e , h e l p l e s s c o n d i t i o n !
T h e c a u s e i s s t a t e d i n t h e s e c o n d p a r t o f t h e v e r s e - t h e w r a t h a n d r e b u k e
of God. One ray of comfort comes from the words "thy God" which are
e iE5)hat ic . Jehovah is s t i l l the God o f pros t ra te Z ion.

2 1 . " T h e r e f o r e h e a r n o w t h i s , t h o u a f fl i c t e d , a n d t o m k e n , b u t n o t
with wineT^

A f fl i c t e d Z i o n , p r o s t r a t e u n d e r t h e w r a t h o f G o d i s s u m m o n e d t o
hear a gracious ai inouncement. In wrath mercy is remembered. Note the
connection between "Awake, awake, stand up" (verse 17), "thy God"
(verse 20) and " there fore" (verse 21) .

2 2 . " T h u s s a i t h t h y L o r d J e h o v a h , a n d t h y G o d t h a t p l e a d e t h t h e
c a u s e o f h i s p e o p l e . B e h o l d . I h a v e t a k e n o u t o f t h y h a n d t h e c u p o f
fl t a g g e r i n g . e v e n t h e b o w l o f t h e c u p o f m y w r a t h ; t h o u s h a l t n o m o r e
d r i n k i t a g a i n : "

Here is a gracious preface to a gracious announcement. Jehovah is
Z ion ' s Lo rd and God , De fende r and Advoca te .

"The general meaning is, that the wrath of the Lord will be ap
peased, so that he will restrain and bring to a close the chastisementswhich he had fomerly inflicted on his Church.Seê Û ah 54:7-9.

25. "And i will put into the hand of them that iSBgSct thee, that
have said to soul. Bow down, that we may SQ, over; and thou hast laid
thy back as the ground, and as the street, to them that £o over.

In connection with the foregoing verse Jehovah here announces the
transfer of the cup of His wrath from Zion to her enemies, "who have so
h u m i l i a t e d h e r . a e e 4 9 : 2 5 , 2 6 .

1 8 . A l e x a n d e r .
1 9 . J o h n C a l v i n .



S a l v a t i o n P u b l i s h e d
C h a p t e r 5 2 : 1 - 1 2

These verses are closely connected In thought with the previous
c h a p t e r . T h e y p r e s e n t :
1 . A S i r m n o n s t o S a l v a t i o n ( v e r s e s 1 , 2 )
2 . s o m e R e a s o n s f o r S a l v a t i o n ( v e r s e s o - 6 )
o. The Joy of Salvat ion (verses 7-10)
4 . T h e H o l i n e s s o f S a l v a t i o n ( v e r s e s 11 , 1 2 )

62:1. ^Awake. awake, put on thy strength. Q, Zlon; put on thy
b e a u t l fi i l g a r m e n t s , J e r u s a l e m , t h e h o l y c i t y : f o r h e n c e f o r t h t h e r e s h a l l
n o m o r e c o m e I n t o t h e e t h e u n c l r c u m c l s e d a n d t h e \ m c l e a n . "

T h i s s u m m o n s a d d r e s s e d t o Z l o n , a n d J e r u s a l e m a s t h e c a p i t a l o r
s y m b o l o f t h e n a t i o n . I s s i m i l a r t o t h a t I n © l a p t e r 5 1 : 1 7 , a n d i s
f o l l o w e d b y a g l o r i o u s p r o m i s e . " A s i f h e h a d s a i d , ' F o r m e r l y t t i o u w a s t
d e j e c t e d , a n d w a l l o w e d s t I n fi l t h a n d p o l l u t i o n ; n o w p r e p a r e f o r a _
happy and prosperous condi t ion, to which the Lord wi l l restore thee
" T h e w o r d s c o n t a i n a g e n e r a l p r o m i s e o f e x e m p t i o n f r o m t h e c o n t a m i n a t i n g
p r e s e n c e o f t h e i m p u r e a n d \ m w o r t h y, a s a p a r t o f t h e b l e s s e d n e s s a n d
glory promised to God's people, as the end and solace of their various
trials."^ See Epheslans 6:10; Psalm 110:3; Zecharlah 3:4; Luke 15:22;
R e v e l a t i o n 2 1 : 2 , 2 7 .

2 * " S h a k e t h y s e l f f r o m t h e d u s t ; a r i s e , s i t o n t h y t h r o n e .
J e r u s a l e m : l o o s e t h y s e l f f r o m t h e b o n d s o f t h y n e c k . £ c a p t i v e d a u g h t e r
o f Z l o n . "

Q3ie summons Is from dust to dignity and dominion. A proclamation of
l i b e r t y t o t h e c a p t i v e s . S e e R e v e l a t i o n 1 8 : 4 .

3. "For thus salth Jehovah. Ye were sold for nought; and ye shal l
be redeemed without money'T'

f !

"As you became your foes' servants, without their paying any
price for you (Jeremlsh 15:13), so they shall release you without de
manding any price or reward: cf. Chapter 45:13, where Cyrus Is represented
as doing so."

4 . "For thus sa i th the Lord Jehovah, thy peop le went down the
first Into Egypt to soloum there: and the Assyrian hath oppressed
w i t h o u t c a u s e . "

"The Idea Is, that God had delivered them when they had been op
pressed alike by the Egyptian and by the Assyrian, and that he who hadso often interposed would also rescue them from their oppression In
Babylon."^

5. "How therefore, what do I here salth Jehovah, seeing that my
people ls_ away for nought? they that rule over them ^ tiowl, saith
Jehovah and my name continually all the day Ijt blasphemed.

1 . J o h n C a l v i n .
2 . A l e x a n d e r .
3 . F a u s s e t .
4 * B a m e s .
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g j l i ree reaaons fo r God 's presence "be ing needed in Baby lon and His
power being exerted# (1) The Chaldeans had taken away His people ^vithout
a n y r i g h t , o r w i t h o u t a n y J u s t c o m p e n s a t i o n , i s t h e p r o b a b l y m e a n i n g .
(2). The tryanny of the oppressor is terrible, (fe) Jehovah's name is
b e i n g c o n t i n u a l l y b l a s p h e m e d . ! Q i e s e r e a s o n s a r e m o s t a p p l i c a b l e a t
p r e s e n t i n t h e w o r l d o f o u r d a y.

"I will go down to deliver them; for what honor, what rent, ^at *
t r i b u t e o f p r a i s e h a v e I f r o m t h e w o r l d , w h e n m y p e o p l e , w h o s h o u l d b e
t o m e f o r a n a m e a n d a p r a i s e , a r e t o m e f o r a r e p r o a c h ? F o r t h e i r o p
pressors will neither praise God themselves nor let them do it."® The
g l o r y o f G o d i s t h e c r o w n i n g r e a s o n f o r H i s g i f t o f s a l v a t i o n .

6 . " T h e r e f o r e m y p e o p l e s h a l l k n o w m v n a m e s t h e r e f o r e t h e y s h a l l
k n o w i n t h a t d a y t h a t I ^ ^ t h a t d o t h s p e a k s b e h o l d , i t i s I . "

" To k n o w t h e n a m e o f G o d , i s t o k n o w h i s n a t u r e s o f a r a s i t h a s
been revea led ; and in th is case more spec ifica l l y, i t i s to know tha t the
name blasphemed among the wicked was deserving of the highest honor.
The second^therefore' is to be regarded pregnant and emphatic."

" H o w b e a u t i f u l u p o n t h e m o u n t a i n s a r e t h e f e e t o f h i m t h a t
b r i n g e t h g o o d t i d i n g s , t h a t p u b l i s h e t h p e a c e , t h a t b r i n g e t h g o o d
t i d i n g s o f g o o d , t h a t p u b l i s h e t h s a l v a t i o n , t h a t s a i t h u n t o Z i o n . T h y
G o d r e i g n e t h i "

I n t h e p r o p h e t ' s v i s i o n t h e r e s e e m s t o a p p e a r t h e m e s s e n g e r o v e r
t h e m o i i n t a i n s o f J u d a h a n n o u n c i n g t h e r e t u r n o f t h e J e w s f r o m c a p t i v i t y.
I t m a y b e a p p l i e d t o t h e a d v e n t o f t h e M e s s i a h p r e a c h i n g t h e g o s p e l o f t h e
K i n g d o m , a n d t o H i s m i n i s t e r s , a s i s d o n e b y t h e a p o s t l e P a u l i n R o m a n s
l O j l S .

This verse descr ibes in part icular (1) the coming of the messenger.
I t i s b e a u t i f u l . T h e w o r d i n t h e o r i g i n a l m e a n s t o b e s u i t a b l e , b e c o m i n g ,
o p p o r t u n e . A l e x a n d e r t r a n s l a t e s , " t i m e l y " ; H i s c o m i n g i s d e s i r a b l e ,
de l igh t fu l . (2 ) the con ten ts o f H is message - good t id ings , peace ,
good tidings of good, salvation, "Thy God reigneth". Isaiah 40:9; 61:1;
H a h u m 1 : 1 5 *

o

8 . " T h e v o i c e o f t h y w a t c h m e n ! t h e y l i f t u p t h e v o i c e , t o g e t h e r ^
•fcjiey sing; for they shall see eye to eye. when Jehovah retumeth to Zion."

The watchmen on the walls of Zion take up the good tidings of re
demption and release, when they see clearly the salvation of Jehovah.
A saved Church is a singing Church. See Acts 2:46,47; Revelation 5:8-10.

•

9 . Break for th into iov. s ing together. 2:e waste p laces of Jerusalem:
for Jehovah hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.

«

The note of Joy continues. Even inanimate objects, as is character
istic of Isaiah in many passages, 9JS"called upon to Join the chorus of
praise. See 42:10,11; 44:23; 49:13. Grand reasons for praise ^are ccaa-
for t and redempt ion brought to Zion.

5 . M a t t h e w H e n r y .
6 . A l e x a n d e r . | i
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10. Jehovah hath made hare hi a holv arm In l^e eyes of all the
nations; al l the ends of t^ earth have seen the salvation of our Ood.»

Jehovah's saving power is manifested to the ends of the earth.
Compare Acts 2{6-ll. "As a warrior, in order to he ahle to fight without encumhrance, is wont to make hare his right arm up to the sho\ilder;
so hath Jehovah hared before the \ihole world His holy arm, the arm in
which holiness dwells, from which holiness heams forth, and ndiich acts
in holiness, - this arm of His, vhich had heen hitherto concealed, and
hence appeared to he feet^e; and all the ends of the earth come to he©
the work of this arm, SaSS&y, the salvation of oui? God."'

11. "Depart ye. depart, ye. go ye out from thence. touch no unclean
t h i n g ; g o y e o u t o f t h e m i d s t o f h e r ; c l e a n s e y o u r s e l v e s , y e t h a t h e a r
t h e v e s s e l s o f J e h o v a h . "

o

The previous paragraph emphasized the Joy of salvation, this one
emphasizes the holiness of this salvation, ^e exiles are commanded*
first, to depart from captivity, and, second^he separate from all that
is unc lean. Oompar© Isa iah 48 j20; I I Cdr in th ians 6 :17,18; Reve la t ion 18:
4 . R e a d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e l a s t p a r t o f t h i s v e r s e E z r a 1 : 7 - 11 ; 8 : ^
2 5 - 5 0 . ^

12 . "Fo r ye sha l l no t go ou t i n -has te , ne i t he r sha l l y© £o ^ f l i f d i t :
f o r J e h o v a h w i l l g o b e f o r e y o u ; a n d t h e G o d o f I s r a e l w i l l h e y o u r
r e a r w a r d . "

In contrast to the exodus from Egypt ^they are not to go in haste
(Sxodus 12:55,59). Li&ke the former exodus. Jehovah will he tjreir Leader *!
a n d p r o t e c t i o n . C o i a p a r e E x o d u s 1 5 : 2 1 , 2 2 ; ± 4 : 1 9 , 2 0 .

They we re t o go ou t sepa ra ted f r om s i n , and sepa ra ted un to God .
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T h e S u f f e r i n g S e r v a n t o f J e h o v a l i
I s a i a h 5 2 : 1 s - 5 5 : 1 2

In this '^Psalm of the Suffering Servant of Jehovahj we have
i i^at is genera l ly cons idered the greatest por t ion of Ola Testament
Scr ip ture. Campbel l Morgan says, ' ^There is noth ing, e i ther in the
Old or the New Testament more arresting than this portrayal of the Ser
vant of the Lord, in which we are conscious of an appall ing gloom,
which nevertheless bums and shines with ineffable ^ory.^ He farther
says that every New Testament writer, with the exception of James and
Jude, re fer to one par t icu la r paragraph here and l ink i t w i th the
s tory o f Jesus. De l l tzsch says , ' 'Th is who le passage looks as i f i t
might have been written beneath the Cross on Golgotha.®

T h e r e a r e fi v e o f t h r e e v e r s e s e a c h i n t h e T i ^ o l e p s a l m .
(See ®Th0 Christ of the Old Testament® by Bdward Mack, Chapter 14).
The first (52:15-15)^ tells of the Servant lifted up. CaB5)are John
1 2 : 3 2 . T h e s e c o n d s t a n z a ( 5 3 : 1 - 5 1 s h o w s H i m a s h u m i l i a t e d . ® I t b e
h o o v e d H i m i n a l l t h i n g s t o b e m a d e l i k e \ m t o h i s b r e t h r e n . . . H e b r e w s
2:17,18. The third stanza- (4-6), reaches the heart of the meaning of
t h e s u f f e r i n g s o f t h e S e r v a n t w h e n i t s h o w s t h a t H i s w a s a v i c a r i o u s
a t o n e m e n t f o r o u r s i n s . S e e I C o r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 5 , a n d I I C o r i n t h i a n s
5:21. The next stanza. (7-9), describes His s-ufferings more in detail,
a n d e n d s w i t h d e a t h a n d t h e t o m b . S e e I P e t e r 2 : 2 5 , 2 4 . T h e n i n t h e
fifth strophe (10-12). we see the Servant, living and victorious.
® T h u s i t i s w r i t t e n t h a t t h e C h r i s t s h o u l d s u f f e r , a n d r i s e a g a i n f r o m
the ttead®. See Luke 24:46. Finally, Inj a brief epilogue (verse 12b)
is given a comprehensive view of the j^lmary work of the Messiah which
is twofold, namely atonement and interee^sion. See Romans 8:34.
As thus interpreted, the Servant of Jehovah may well be called ®The
greatest thou^t in the Old Testament.® [This Psalm of the Suffering
Servant gives a most sublime portrayal of ®the suffering of Christ,
and the glories that should follow them." ®Behold, my servant®; "Be
hold, the mani® (John 19:2^5)^"Behold, the Lamb of God® (John 1:36);
"Behold, your King® (John 19:14).

5 2 : 1 5 . " B e h o l d , m y s e r v a n t s h a l l d e a l w i s e l y , h e s h a l l ^ e x a l t e d
a n d l i f t e d u p . a n d d a a l l b e v e r y h i g h . ®

The fi r s t t h ree wo rds , "Beho ld , my Se rvan ta re a t ex t f o r t he
whole psalm, and the first three verses a theme or summary. "All
tha t fo l lows s i f te r serves as an in terpre ta t ion o f the dec lara t ions made
therein.®^ There seems to be in the word "deal wisely", hot only the
root idea of wisdom (See Isaiah 11:2,5), "but also the suggestion of
the success or prosperity resulting from that wisdom. See Jeremiah
2 3 : 5 .

Interpreting this verse in the light of the following verses^
Campbell Morgan says, "The lifting up is the elevation of conspicuous
sorrow, leading to the elevation of conspicuous sovereignty. The way
to the sovereignty is the way of suffering." See Philippians 2:7-11.
Delitzsch suggests that in the latter part of the verse there are the
following series of thoughts: "He wil l r ise, he wil l be sti l l more
exalted, he will stand high. The three verbs thus signify beginning,
progress and result or the climax of the exaltation.® Dr. Edward Mack

1. Caz ipbe l l Morgan
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c l o s e l y l i n k s t h i s v e r s e w i t h J o h n 1 2 : 5 2 .

14. *^Like as many were astonished at thee (his visage was so marred
m o r e t h a n a n y m a n , a n d h i s f o r m m o r e t h a n t h e s o n s o f m e n )

"The first verb expresses a mixture of surprise, contempt, and
a v e r s i o n ; i t i s f r e q u e n t l y a p p l i e d t o e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n s t a n c e s o f s u f f e r i n gwhen viewed as divine Judgments. (Leviticijis 26:52; Ezekiel 27:55; Jere
miah 18 :16 ; 19 :8) . "® T^e second par t o f the verse por t rays " the v is ib le
effects of suffering."^ See 55:2-5; fsalm122:6,7,15,17; Matthew 26:67;
2 7 : 2 9 , 5 0 .

T h i s v e r s e s h o u l d b e r e a d w i t h v e r s e 1 5 , t h e g e n e r a l t h o u g h t b e i n g
"h u m i l i a t i o n , w h e re fo re e xa l t a t i o n " (Ph i l i p p i a n s 2 :6 -11 ) "As . h i s h u m i
l i a t i o n w a s t h e d e e p e s t , s o a l s o w i l l h i s g l o r i fi c a t i o n b e o f t h e
highest."^

1 5 . " 8 o s h a l l h e s p r i n k l e m a n y n a t i o n s ; k i n g s s h a l l s h u t t h e i r
m o u t h s a t h i m : f o r t h a t ^ i c h h a d n o t b e e n t o l d t h e m s h a l l t h e y s e e :
a n d t h a t w h i c h t h e y h a d n o t h e a r d s h a l l t h e y u n d e r s t a n d . "

I

T h e r e a r e t w o v i e w s a s t o t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e fi r s t l i n e o f t h i s
verse, much to be sa id in favor o f each. (1) The verb is t rans la ted
"sprinkle" as in the Americal Revised Text^ Pausset says that "the
word (n- t 'L , f rom nazahj universal ly in the Old Testament means e i ther
to sp r i nk le ( w i t h b l ood ; t o a tone fo r gu i l t - as t he h igh p r i es t
makes an expiation (Leviticus 4:6; 16:14,19); or to sprinkle (with
water), as synonymous with purifying (Numbers 19:18,21) or cleansing(cf. Ezekiel 36:25, where sprinkle (a different Hebrew word) means to
c l e a n s e ) . C f . a s t o t h e S p i r i t , A c t s 2 : 3 3 . B o t h a t o n i n g f o r g u i l tand purifying by the Spirit are appropriate to Messiah (John 13:8;
Hebrews 9:13,14; 10:22; 12:24; I Peter l:2l" Following this same
translation of the trerb. Dr. Alexander says that we have here "a
description at the very outset, of the Servant of Jehovah as an expiatory
p u r i fi e r . "

(2) A second group of intei^reters follow the American Revised
Vers ion rend i t ion in the marg in , wh ich w i l3 read , "So sha l l he s ta r t le
many nations." This view is ably presented by Dr. Mack who says, "That
\diich had overwhelmed with amazement the disciples and the faithful
ones at the Great Passover, shall also throughout all time startle

'*6ings, as the heads and representatives of all nations. In all time
the unthinkable and immeasurable depths of the humiliation of the
Servant of Jehovah will bring astonishment to those ^o look upon Him.
(See "The Chr i s t o f the O ld Tes tament " pago i 162 . ) ^

"The next clause is understood by some to mean that they shall be
reverently silent before him, by others thAt they shall be dumb with
wonder on account of him, by others that tliey ^all be silent respecWng
him, that is, no longer utter expressions of aversion or cont^pt. The
reason for this voluntary humiliation is expressed in the last clause.
Note how the Apostle Paul applies this claxLse in Romans 15:21 ^
preaching of the Gospel th those who had never heard it. See i^hesians3 : 5 - 9 . ^

2 . A l e x a n d e r .
3 . i b i d .
4 . D e l .
5 . A l e x a n d e r .
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5 3 : 1 h a t h b e l i e v e d o a r m e s s a g e ? a k i d > / v a i o m h a t h t h e a r m o f
L o v a h b e e n r e v e a l e d ? "

These questions are raised regarding t|he relation of the people to
a r e p o r t a n d a r e v e l a t i o n . S e e t h e u s e J o h n a n d P a u l m a k e o f t h i s
p a s s a g e . J o h n 1 2 : 3 8 ; R o m a n s 1 0 : 1 6 , 1 7 .

"While the heathen accept in faith whajt has been utterly \anheard
o f be fo re (52515 ) , I s rae l has t o accuse i t se l f o f pu t t i ng no f a i t h i n
^ a t i t h e a r d r e g a r d i n g t h e s e r v a n t o f G o d . T h e r e w e r e c e r t a i n l y s o m e
V 0 h o d i d n o t r e f u s e t o b e l i e v e v h a t t h e y c a m e t o h e a r . ' B u t t h e y d i d n o t
a l l h e a r k e n t o t h e g l a d t i d i n g s ' . ( R o m a n s 1 0 : 1 6 ) . T h e n u m b e r o f b e l i e v e r s
was exceedingly small, compared with the unbelieving mass of thepation.
T h e s u b j e c t o f t h e p r e a c h i n g i j ^ l e n o t b e l i e v e d w a s t h e e x a l t a t i o n o f
the Servant of God gut of deep degradation. This was a work performed
by the aim of God."

" T h e t w o c l a u s e s a r e p a r a l l e l e x p r e s s i o n s o f t h e s a m e i d e a ; t o b e
lieve what God said, and to see his aim revealed, being identical."?
S e e R o m a n s 1 : 1 6 - 1 8 .

5 3 : 2 . " F o r h e g r e w u p b e f o r e h i m a s a t e n d e r p l a n t , a n d 8 ^ a r o o t
o u t o f a d r y g r o u n d : h e h a t h n o f o r m n o r c o m e l i n e s s : a n d w h e n w e s e e
him, there is no beauty that we should desire him."

Not only was the report of Him rejected, but also His Person.
T h e r e a r e t w o a r r e s t i n g i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t h i s v e r s e . T h a t o f

Oampbell Morgan is that two views of the Messiah are here presented;
(1) the Godward, in which He is seen of God in all His beauty, "beforebim as a tender plant", and (2) themanward, #iich is blinded to HJs real
beauty. "The prophet certainly does not mean that the Servant of the
Lord lacked either form or comeliness or beauty. What he did mean is
t h a t m a n w a s b l i n d t o H i s b e a u t y . " ® | ^

The second interpretation, the more general one, which wo prefer,
gives a more literal meaning to the figures descriptive of His appear
ance, taking the words of the passage more at their face value as des
cribing the visible effects of the suffering of the Messiah. Behold,the man.' Dr. Edward Mack says, "His was not a noble coui^enance and a
majestic form, but a body that knew disease, and a face<fliarred by the
sharp lines of pain."

3. "He wa^ despised, and rejected of m^; a man of sorrows, and ac-
Quainted with grief: and ^ one from vhom m^ hide tiieir face, he wa^
despised; and we esteemed him nob.." ^

The second part of the greaf̂ '̂ atorio, "The Messiah", opens with
this verse. We are told th^ at this point in its composition, Handel,

its famous composer, was found with his head upon the table, weeping.
"All concerning th^^Pwson is therefore finally summarized in the

words, 'He was despispd and rejected of men: a man of
quainted with grief'.made Him iinaccep table to that world of art jahichrefused to look upon anything \diich, in its estimation, was ^^7
mutilated." 9 Unacceptable, even contemptible in
despised, not esteemed, rejected of men. His own received Him
John 1:11; Matthew 26:67; 27:39-44.

6 . D e l .
7 . A l e x a n d e r
8 . M o r g a n .
9 . i b i d .
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"Let us leam from this passage that al l men are accursed and
c o n d e m n e d f o r i n g r a t i t u d e i n d e s p i s i n g C h r i s t , b e c a u s e t h e y d o n o t e v e n

^ consider him to be worthy of being looked at, but turn away their eyesvas if from something detestable."^^
\

\ 4 . " S u r e l y h e h a t h b o r n e o u r g r i e f s . a h d c a r r i e d o u r s o r r o w s ; y e t
wA d id esteem h im st r icken, smi t ten of God, and affl ic ted."

X In verse four the meaning of the Messiah 's suffer ings is s ta ted,
t h e m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g a b o u t t h e m b e i n g a c k n o w l e d g e d . H e s u f f e r e d f o r u s ,
v i ca r ious l y, i n ou r p lace , as ou r subs t i t u te , and no t fo r H imse l f as
h a d b e e n c o n s i d e r e d .

"The meaning is that the Servant of God took upon himself the
sufferings vhich we had to bear, and deserved to bear, and endured them
in his own person, in order to deliver us from them. The people among
whom he appeared here bewail their former mistaking of the mediatorially
vicarious character of the agonies endured by the Great Sufferer, which
they regarded as the punishment of his own sins - and these, too, pe
culiarly great; for, like the friends of Job, they measured the sin of
the Sufferer by his sufferings."^^

"Chr i s t t ook on H imse l f a l l man 's ' i nfl im i t i es ' so as to remove
thems the bodily, by direct miracle, grounded on His participation in
human infirmities; those of the soul by His vicarious suffering, which
did away with the source of both."*'-^ See Matthew 8:17; I Peter 2:24.

5. " But he was wounded for our transgressions. hB was bruised for
our ini qnltleas the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
h i s s t r i p e s w e a r e h e a l e d , "

Here is a vivid statement regarding the Sufferings of the Christ,
(1) The cause - not his own sins, for He wals sinless, but our trans
gressions, our iniquities, Matthew 20:28; Remans 3:24^26; I Corinthians
15:3; II Corinthians 5:21. (2) The character - He was being pierced,
Zechariah 12:10, and being crushed, chastised, Hebrews 5:8, scourged.
(3) The consequence - Peace and healing, Bphesians 2:14,15,17; I
P e t e r 2 : 2 4 , 2 5 . i

6, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every pne
to his own way; and Johovah hath laid on him .top iniquity of us

This verse tells much of human sin ancL of divine grace greater
than all our sin. It begins with a great confession and
God'tgiven provision. It tells us that sin is universal, individual,
personal. The effect of sin is illustrated and described,God's provision to free us from sin. It teaches thefbnd^ental doctrines
of Vicarious suffering, imputation, substitution, theof Jehovah taking onrpla ce, "Him who toef no sin he "̂ ^̂ ® J®. ̂ ®„®^
on our behalf; that we might become the rimteousnep of God in Him(II Corintoi&ns 5:21). This verse is inde^ a fitting climax and
summary of this paragraph (4-6) containing; the heart of the Sospel accor
ding to Isaiah, a passage setting forth in plainest language, many

1 0 , J o h n C a l v i n
1 1 , D e l .
1 2 , P a u s s e t
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centuries before it took place, the central facts of all Christianity,
namely, that Christ died for our sins. No^^^onder that the thought of
this verse is repeatedly expounded in the Ndw Testament.

7. "ga ma oppressed, yet vahen he was! afflicted hg opened not his
mouth; as a lamb that is led to the slaughter. ^and~a a sheep that be
fore its shearers is dumb, so he opened nolb his mouth."

This fourth stanza (verses 7-lOa) tells of hi^death and burial.
Verse 7 ea^hasizes His silent submission to the severest sufferings.
One translat ion or interpretat ion is rHe was oppressed and he him

sel f su lan i t ted to a ffl ic t ion" J lnother, vHe was i l l - t reated, whi le he
suffered willingly, and opened not his mouth*! • "The voluntary endurance
i s t h e n e l u c i d a t e d b y t h e fi g u r e , ' l i k e a l a m b t h a t i s b e i n g l e d t o
the slaughter); while the resigned and sulDa^ssive silence is set forth
b y t h e s i m i l e , ' l i k e a s h e e p t h a t i s d u m b b e f o r e i t s s h e a r e r s '
E a c h o f t h e f o u r g o s p e l s r e c o r d s t h e f u l fi l m e n t o f t h i s p r o p h e c y .
M a t t h e w 2 7 j l 2 - 1 4 ; M a r k 1 5 j 5 ; L u k e 2 3 J o h n 1 9 s 9 . S e e a l s o I P e t e r
2s23j and the inspired exposit ion of this passage, Acts 8s32-35.

8. "Jgy oppression and judgment he was taken awav: and as for his
g e n e r a t i o n , w h o a m o n g t h e m c o n s i d e r e d t h a t h e w a s c u t o f f o u t o f t h e
l a n d o f t h e l i v i n g f o r t h e t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f m y p e o p l e t o # i o m t h e
s t r o k e w a s d u e ? "

T h e t r i a l s c e n e i s h e r e p r e s e n t e d , a n d i t s t e r m i n a t i o n i n t h e
v i o l e n t d e a t h o f t h e a c c u s e d . P e t e r ' s w o r d s a t P e n t e c o s t c o r r e s p o n d
to this verse of prophecy when he said "Ye by the hands of lawless
men d id c ruc i f y and s lay. " (Ac ts 2 :23b) . "By t y ranny and by j udgaen t , -
that is, by a forced and tyrannous Judgment, - he was taken."i® The
tr ia l o f the Suffer ing Servant was character ized by lawlessness and in
justice. His generation was characterized by ignorance or indifference
as to the meaning of h is death - that i t was the atoning, v icar ious
sacr ifice of the Lamb of God, for the t ransgress ions of h is people.
A c t s 3 : 1 7 ; 1 3 : 2 7 ; I C o r i n t h i a n s 2 : 8 .

9 . " A n d t h e y m a d e h i s g r a v e w i t h t h e w i c k e d , a n d w i t h a r i c h
m a n i n h i s d e a t h ; a l t h o u g h h e h a d d o n e n o v i o l e n c e , n e i t h e r w a s a n y
d e c e i t i n h i s m o u t h . " m e A %

The apostle Paul may havd had this very verse in mind when, after
writing "that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures" he
continued by saying "and that h^was buried." (See I Corinthians 15:3,40.One interpretation of the fi^t part of this verse is that "rich"
means "violent", so that "wicked" ahd "rich" would denote the same thing.
Another interpretation, which we pre^so*, makes thel.parallelism a contrast,
namely between their design and the facls^as it was ordered by God (Mat
thew 2^:57; Mark 15:43-46; John 19:39,40)*^ Similarly Delitszch says,
"He was to have been laid where the bodies of dead criminals lie, but
he came after his death to lie in a grave that had been intended for
the coipse of a rich man."

1 3 . A l e x a n d e r .
1 4 . D e l .
1 5 . G . A . S m i t h .
1 6 . F a u s s e t .
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T h e S e r v a n t o f J e h o v a h w a s n o t o n l y t h e s i l e n t S u f f e r e r , a n d t h e
vicarious Sufferer/ but also, as the last iart of this verse expresses,
t h e s i n l e s s S u f f e r e r . D r « M a c k s a y s , " T h e i w o r d s o f t h i a l a s t c l a u s e
a r e n o t a n t i - c l i m a c t i c , b u t i n r e a l i t y a fi t t i n g c l i m a x t o t h e n a r r a t i v e
o f t h e s e d e t a i l s o f H i s g r e a t s u f f e r i n g . I n t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t d a y s
e a r l y d e a t h w a s h e l d i n e s p e c i a l d r e a d . M o r t a l i l l n e s s w a s , c e r t a i n l y
in early life, the worst of calamities, against which many prayers
(as in Psalm 39) were made, vrLth strong cyying and tears. This is the
picture here; the Redeeming One cre^shed and cut ofmn the prime of His
y e a r s l * * t '

1 0 . ' ' Ye t i t p l e a s e d J e h o v a h t o b r u i s e h i m ; h S h a t h p u t h i m t o
g r i e f ; w h e n t h o u s h a l t m a k e h i s s o u l a n o f f e r i n g f o r s i n . ; ^ a l l
s e e h i s s e e d , ^ s h a l l p r o l o n g M s d a y s , p l e a s u r e J e h o v a h
s h a l l p r o s p e r i n M s h a n d . " |

Verse 8 has emphasized the part lawless men had in the sufferings
of the Messiah^ corresponding to the words of Acts 2s2ob. The first part
of th is verse sets for th the Godward par t in His suffer ings and corres
ponds to Acts 2:23a. "Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath
put him to grief."^It was God's will that His own Son suffer and die on
the Cross-and Christ voluntarily, gladly came to do his Father's will
(John 6:38; Hebrews 10:7,9) "being obedient! unto death, yea the death
of the cross". (PMlippians 2:8) It was only thus that God could be
lust and justify the ungodly. God spared not his own Son, but de
livered him up for us all. "For God so lov^d the world.« "Herein ☆as
the love of God manifested in us, that God sent Ms only begotten Son
into the world that we might live through him. Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
p r o p i t i a t i o n f o r o u r s i n s . " ( I J o h n 4 : 9 , 1 0 ) ^ a . , .

"From the heart of verse 10 thru the last stanza of this Psalm, the
dominant note is that of glorious triumph. For the beryant of Jehov^
it is through suffering to glory. *Some onp may ask where in the Old
Testament shall we look for such declarations of the Resurrection of
our Lord as are foimd in His own words: 'Thus it is written, that the
Christ should sHffer and rise again from th^ dead' (Luke 24:46); and
also in the words of Paul; 'it behooved the Christ to suffer, ^d to
rise again from the dead' (Acts 17:3). The answer to the question
is found in this great Servant Chapter, which tells how after death and
buriM, He l ives again to reign and intercede. no ^

When his soul, his life, "Ms entire pbrsonallty" shall make a
trespass offering, a sacrifice for sin, IItai^ giving up of himself on the cross, the central fact of ^1 ChristlaSty, gl?riM shall follow. Olhree of these are mentioned̂  the last^ this verse* (1) He see his seed, not only have, but see his spir-
itual posterity. "The seed here mentioned iaidentical ^th the^ghty,mhom he is descrihed as sprinliling in flhapter 52:15, and ^verse 12 helow, whom he is represented in verse U. as ^verse 5 as representing, in verse 12 as intprceding for.'^ They area people who get their life from him. In a word the_redeemedLK - the Israel of God. Psalm 22:30. ̂ 2:24; Hehre^ 2:13.(21 H« Bh°n prolong his days. In Old Testament times to the Jews
length of days was counted a particular blessing. The Messiah shall have
1 7 . D r. M w a r d M a c k ,
18. Canqpbel l Morgan
1 9 . A l e x a n d e r
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a n e n d l e s s l i f e . S e e P s a l m 1 6 : 9 - 11 ; A c t s 2 : 2 4 - 2 8 ; R e v e l a t i o n I t l S .
(3) And the pleasure of Jehovah diall proster in his hand. See Chapter
52:13; ^hesians ls5,9; Colossians 1;19«20] In the hand of Ctoist allof God's gracious and glorious pu2?poses ar^ sure of accomplislament.

1 1 . " H e s h a l l s e e o f t h e t r a v a i l o f h i s s o u l , a n d s h a l l h e s a t i s
fied; by the knowledge of himself shall my righteous servant .justify
many : and he sha l l bear the i r i n iau i t i esT"

" O u t f r o m t h e t r a v a i l o f h i s s o u l ( t h a t i s , i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e
trouble which has been suffered and fe l t , not merely in h is body, but
in his inmost soul; cf. Phil ippians 2:9)wil l he see, satisfy himself."20
T h i s s a t i s f a c t i o n " w i l l c o n s i s t i n t h e s u c c e s s f u l a d v a n c e o f t h e d i v i n e
work of salvation carried on through him." | After His suffering he
w i l l l i v e o n t o s e e t h e r e s u l t s a n d w i l l b e s a t i s fi e d w i t h t h e m .

"Th© only sat is factory construct ion of h is knowledge is the pas
sive one which makes the phfase mean<"by thej knowledge of him'' upon the
part of others; and this is determined by the vdiole connection to mean
practical experimental knowledge, involving faith and a self-appro
priation of the Messiah ' s righteousness, the effect of which is then
e5q>ressed in the following words."22

As suggested by Dr. Mack, we may find |here the origin of Paul's
religion. "We also find in these verses the prlmsu^y source of Paul's
t h e o l o g y o f r e d e m p t i o n . I f o n e s h o u l d l a u n c h h i s c a n o e i n t o t h e w i d estream of the fetter to the Romans, and make his way upstream, seeking
t h e s o u r c e o f t h e g r e a t t i d e o f t r u t h , h i s J o u r n e y w o u l d a t l a s t b r i n g
him to these words of Isaiahs 'by His knowl&dge shall my Servant, the
Righteous One, Justify (that is, make rightleous) many'. The reason, or
g r o u n d f o r t h i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f w h i c h H e i s t h e e f fi c i e n t c a u s e f o r
m a n y i s a d d e d i n t h e v e r y f o l l o w i n g c l a u s e : f o r ' H e s h a l l ( o r m u s t ]
b e a r t h e i r i n i q u i t i e s ' . F o r P a u l , a n d h i s f e l l o w a p o s t l e s a n d m i s s i o n
a r i e s , a l l O l d Te s t a m e n t l a w w a s f u l fi l l e d , a n d a l l p r o p h e t i c h o p e
realized, in Jesus Christ."®*^

1 2 . " T h e r e f o r e w i l l d i v i d e h i m ^ p o r t i o n w i t h t h e g r e a t , a n d
a h ^ ^ t i d i v i d e t h e s p o i l w i t h t h e s t r o n g : b e c A u s e h e p o t i r e d o u t h i s s o u l
unto death, and was numbered with the trans Are s sor s s yet he bare the
sin of many, and made intercession for the t ransgressors."

The g lo r ious , sp i r i tua l v i c to ry o f the j su f fe r ing Servan t i s here
foretold under the figure of dividing of the spoil. Compare Isaiah 52:13;
Phlllpplans 2:9-11; Hebrews 2:14,15; Revelation 17:14.

H is humi l i a t i on was the founda t i on o f t h i s exa l ta t i on to t r i un^han t
dominion. It was because of his suffering ^d shame. Hebrews 12:2.
It was through suffering to glory. Philippians 2:8-10.

The epilogue of this matchless psalm wOuld not have us to forget
the primary work of the Servant of Jehovah, atonement and intercession,
the one a completed work, "he bare the sin if many", the other a continu
ing work, "and maketh intercession for the transgressors." As suggested
by Dr. Mack, the most adequate coramont on tpis epilogue is found in thewords of the Apostle Paul in Romans 8:34, "It is Christ Jesus that died,
yea, rather, that was raised from the dead, Ao is at the right hand of
God, vftio also maketh intercession for us."

2 0 . D e l .
2 1 i b i d
2 2 A l e x a n d e r .
2 3 . M a c k
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G r a c e a n d G l o r r I n 2 1 o n
Chapter 54 T

The connection of the chcqpters in this part of Isaiah has been
pointed out In various ways. For Instance, Chapter 52 presents the
publication of peace, Chapter 53 the chastisement of peace, ftnri fihapter54 the covenant of peace. Again, Chapter ^2 tells us that salvation Is
at hand. Chapter 53 how salvation Is accompjllshed, and Chapter 54
the results of salvation. Chapter 54 enlarges upon the glories to follow
the sufferings of the Christ, prominent amqng those glories being the
glorious Church. Among the resxats of the salvation accomplished throughthe sufferings of the Servant are grace and glory In Zlon. In the
chapter are set forth: (1) The enlargement of Zlon, or the Church(verses 1-3). (2) Jehovah's love for Zlon (|4rlO). (3) The splendor of
Zlon (11,12). (4) The Spirituality of Zlon (13,14). 5. The security of
Zlon (15-17). Observe In the chapter the Idjsa of the Family of Zlon:
1st, the wife; 2nd, the husband; 3rd, the c^ldren; 4th, the heritage;
a n d t h e a p p e a l t o s i n g a n d f e a r n o t .

5 4 : 1 . " s i n g . Q t h o u t h a t d i d s t n o t b e a r ; b r e a k f o r t h I n t o
s i n g i n g , ^ ^ a l o u d , t h o u t h a t d i d s t ^ t r a v a i l w i t h d h l l d s f . 2 £ -
m o r e ^ e t h e c h i l d r e n o f t h e d e s o l a t e t h a n t h e c h i l d r e n o f t h e m a r r i e d
w i f e , sa l t h Jehovah l "

Zlon or the Church, which was as a barren desolate woman. Is called
u p o n t o s i n g f o r j o y , f o r s h e w i l l b e c o m e f 3 * u l t f \ i l a n d r e s t o r e d t o J e
h o v a h ' s f a v o r. C o m p a r e G o d ' s d e a l i n g s w i t h A b r a h a m a n d S a r a h , w h o
w a s f o r a l o n g t i m e I n b a r r e n n e s s , a n d l a t e i ' b e c a m e f r u i t f u l , t h r o u g h
the power of Hj^m who does the impossible. Slion will be restored (Isaiah
62:4)^ and like Sarah be given a numerous seid. Psalm 113:9; Galatlans
4 : 2 6 , 2 7 ; H e b r e w s 11 : 11 , 1 2 ; R e v e l a t i o n 7 : 9 , I C i .

2 . " E n l a r g e t h e p l a c e o f t h y t e n t , a n d l e t t h e m s t r e t c h f o r t h t h e
curtains of thy habitations: spare not; leift^en thy cords. and streng
t h e n t h y s t a k e s . "

Zlon must e:q)ect and prepare for enlargement; a glorious Increase
of her children. "Expect great things from |God: attempt great things
for God". Tj^ls verse was William Carey's text In which he laid the
f o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e m o d e r n m i s s i o n a r y e n t e r p r i s e . C o m p a r e I s A l h h 4 9 ;
2 0 , 2 1 ^ X I u u a .

3 . " F o r t h o u a h a l t s p r e a d a b r o a d o n t h e r l g d i t h a n d a n d g n t h e l e f t ;
a n d t h y s e e d s h a l l p o s s e s s t h e n a t i o n s . a n d m a k e t h e d e s o l a t e c i t i e s
t o b e I n h a b i t e d . "

This verse gives the reason for the command of the foregoing
versejin the form of a glorious promise of the success of the missionary
enterprise. Isaiah's prophecy is one of the greatest books on missions.
Compare 2:2-4; 11:9-12; 35:1,2; 42:1-12; 43:5,6; 49:12; 60:3 et6.

4. "Fear not; for thou a'hai t not be ashamed: neither be thou con-
fQimf^ed: for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget
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shame of thy youth; and the ^^roach of thy widowhood aihalt thou remem
b e r n o m o r e . * ' —

The first clause declares that i^e has no cause for despondency,
the second di|poses of the causes which might seem to be sugggested by
her history." The figure used here with reference to Zion is that of
a wife who had been forsaken, but is now restored to her husband. See
H o s e a 5 8 1 - 5 .

5. "Pqt Maker is husband; Jehovah ^ hosts is his name:
aM Holy i^ne JS£ Igrael Jj . thy Redeemer; the God pf the whole earth
s h a l l h e b e c a l l e d , "

>5^ The figure suggested in the previous verse is here continued.T ® . r e l a t i o n o f J e h o v a h t o Z i o n i s t h a t o f a h u s b a n d t o h i s w i f e .
Compare Hosea 2s l 9 ,20 ; Ephes ians 5 :25 -27 ,32 . He i s a l so t he Redeeme i r
(See Isaiah 41:14^ and notes ) ani Maker (j^hesians 2:10). Por"jeholl»h
of hosts" see Isaiah 1:9^ with notes, and for "Holy One of Israel'^ see
Isaiah 1:4, with notes."' The last clause suggests that His universal
sovere ignty w i l l be un iversa l ly recogn ized. Zechar iah 14:9 ; Romans 3 :

\ 2 9 , 3 0 ; R e v e l a t i o n 11 : 1 5 .

\ 6* "For Jehovah hath ̂ *>11 thee as a wife forsaken and grieved ins^rit even a wife of youth, when she is cast off, saith thy G-od."

\This verse seems to mean, that Jehovah had espoused her in her
youthXand now at last recalled her from her solitude and grief to behis ^fe again.Isaiah 50:1,2 and notes; Isaiah 62:4; Hosea 2:1,2,
1 4 , 1 5 , 1 9 , 2 0 .

7. "Pq£ a small
w i l l I g a t h e r t h e e . "

have i forsaken thee: bu£ with great meycies

A prevalent interpretation of "a small moment" is that it refers
to the captivity in Babylon. "The words*for a small moment' take us
hack into the time of the Exile, which is a small mcment (Zechariah
1;15) as compared with the duration of compassionate and tender love
with which Jehovah again takes back«the Church into fellowship with
h im, in the person of i ts members." 4.

"Though God appears to forsake his people, yet it will be ccmpara-
tively but for a moment. He will remember his covenant, and however
long their trials may seem to be, yet ccanpared ^th the
mercies and the favors which shall result from tlgem, they
be but as the sorrows of the briefest duration. See Isaiah 26:20,
60:10; Psalm 30:5; II Corinthians 4:17).

8. "fe overflowing wrath 1 h^ ffil face t£cm StsaJSE. S ^
with everlasting lovingkindness will I have mercy on Jehovah
thy Redeemer. "

The thou t̂ of the foregoing verse is farther ezp îded Ho^eX 1 J . O ^ « + ; V t « A V A - p l f l a t i n gT H © v n o u K u . 1 # o x u i A o v v * w w T , - •

the effective use of contrasts and the emphasis upon the everlasting
lovingkiniiess of Jehovah. See Psalm 103:17,18; Jeremiah 31:3.

1 . A l e x a n d e r .
2 . i b i d .
3 . B e l .
4 . B a r n e s .
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9. "Foy this jLS the waters qT Nnah uato me; tjQS. JSfi 1 have sworn
that t^e waters o f Noah sha l l more go over the ear thy so have I
sworn that I wi l l not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke theeT"

j u s t a s t h e r e c a n n e v e r b e a n o t h e r d e l u g e o f w a t e r s u p o n t h e
e a r t h l i k e t h e w a t e r s o f b e c a u s e o f G o d ' s c o v e n a n t p r o m i s e t o t h a t
e f f e c t , s o t h e r e c a n n e v e r b e s u c h a d e l u g e o f h i s w r a t h s u c h a s t h e y h a d
e n d u r e d b e c a u s e o f H i s o a t h - b o u n d p r o m i s e . N e i t h e r o f t h e s e d e l u g e s
c a n o c c u r a g a i n . S e e G e n e s i s S t 2 1 , 2 2 ; 9 s l l - 1 6 ; I s a i a h 1 2 s l .

1 0 . " | : e 2 £ m o u n t a i n s d a p a r t s M M i l d ^ r e m o v e d ;
m v 1 o v i n g k i n d n e s s s h a l l n o t d e p a r t f r o m t h e e , n e i t h e r s h a l l m y c o v e n a n t
o f p e a c e b e r e m o v e d , s a i t h J o h o v a h t h a t h a t h m e r c y o n t h e e . "

"O^e meaning is not that God's promise is as stable as the moun
t a i n s b u t t h a t i t i s m o r e s o ; t h e y s h a l l b e r e m o v e d , b u t i t s h a l l s t a n d
f o r e v e r . . . T h e j ^ h r a s e , c o v e n a n t o f p e a c e , d e n o t e s a d i v i n e p r o m i s e o r
e n g a g e m e n t , s e c u r i n g t h e e n j o y m e n t o f p e a c e , b o t h i n t h e s t r i c t s e n s e
and in the wide one of prosperity or happiness."5 Isaiah 59s21; Psalm
89:53,34. "Love moved Jehovah to enter into the covenant with the house
of David : fa i th fu lness b inds Him to keep i t " . See is i )hes ians 2:4 ,5 ; and
I T h e s s a l o n i a n s 5 : 2 5 , 2 4 .

1 1 . " 0 t h o u a f fl i c t e d , t o s s e d w i t h t e m p e s t , a n d n o t c o m f o r t e d ,
b e h o l d . I w i l l s e t t h ^ s t o n e s I n f a i r c o l o r s , a n d l a y f o u n d a t i o n s
w i t h sapph i r es . ^

Verses 1-10 tel l much of the work of grace in enlarging and comfort
ing Zion. Verses 11-17 tell much of the glory in Zion; verses 11,12
picturing her splendor. In verse 11 there is a marked contrast betweenthe sufferings of the present and the glory to be revealed. "Tossed
with tempest" is a striking figure to illustrate the troubles of the
present, (Acts 27:18-20) and a splendid t&mgle or palace or city builtin fair colors and with precious stones pictures something of the splendor

and glory of Zion to be revealed. I Chronicles 29:2. John may have
had his eye on this passage in Issd.ah when he penned that matchless
description of the new Jerusalem in the latter part of Revelation 21.
Note particularly Revelation 21:18-21.

12. "And I will make thy pinnacles of rubies, and t^ gates of
and a l l thy border o f prec ious s tones. "

"Thepe seem to be general images to express beauty, magnificence,
purity, strength, and solidity, agreeably to the ideas of the eastern
nations, and to have never been intended to be strictly scrutinized, or
minutely and particularly e:q)lained. as if they had each of them some
prec ise mora l o r sp i r i tua l mean ing .

The figure presenting the splendor of Zion is in this verse contin
ued and cc^mpleted. See previous verse.

13. "And pn thy children shed-l be taught of Jehovah; and great
shal l be the peace of thy ch i ldren."

5 . A l e x a n d e r
6 . L o w t h .
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Zion shall not only have splendor, as indicated in verses 11,12,
but also spirituality, as ia shown in this and the following verse.
The children of Zion shall be taught of Jehovah, Jesus quotes this
in John 6 :45 to show tha t a l l y feo come to h im mus t be d rawn o f the
Father. All of the true children of the Church are taught of the i^irit
of God. See John 14:26; I Corinthians 2:10; I John 2:20,27. Great ^
peace is an effect of being taught of Jehovah. See John 14:27; Galatians
5:22. Paul says "For ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another."
I T h e s s a l o n i a n s 4 : 9 b .

14 . " In r igh teousness sha l t thou be es tab l i sheds thou sha l t be
f a r f r o m o n n r e s s i o n . f o r t h o u s h a l t n o t f e a r ; a n d f r o m t e r r o r , f o r i t
s h a l l n o t c o m e n e a r t h e e T "

f

Righteousness is characteristic of Wlessiah* s reign (Isaiah 11:4^
5; Psa lm 72 :1-4 ; Reve la t ion 19 :11) . A lexander sugges ts the fo l low ing
paraphrase of the Tiriiole verse, "When once established by the exercise
of righteousness on my part and your own, you may put far off all dread
of (ppression, for you have no cause to fear it, and of^ destru^ion, for
i t s h a l l n o t c o m e n i g h y o u . "

1 5 . " B e h o l d , t h e v m a y g a t h e r t o g e t h e r, b u t n o t b y m e ; w h o s o e v e r
s h a l l g a t h e r t o g e t h e r a g a i n s t t h e e s h a l l f a l l - b e c a u s e o f t h e e . "

n *" I f e n e m i e s s h o u l d b e a s s e m b l e d , i t w i l l n o t b e b y d i v i n e c o n m a n d
(Compare flhapter 10:5; 47:6), and they shall end by coming over to the
s i d e o f t h o s e w h o m t h e y a s s a i l . T h i s o n t h e w h o l e , a p p e a r s t o b e t h e
mean ing , a l though every egress ion has rece ived a d i f fe ren t exp lanat ion .
The promise is not that . they should never be assai led, but that they
s h o u l d n e v e r b e c o n q u e r e d . " '

16. "Behold, I have created the gwiyh that bloweth the fire of
coals , a^ br ingeth for th a weapon for h is work; ^d I have, created the
w a s t e r t o d e s t r o 3 ^

J e h o v a h ' s p o w e r a n d c o n t r o l o v e r t h e e n e m i e s o f Z i O n a r e h e r e
emphasized. The pronoun " I " is emphat ic in each of the c lauses. Je-.
hovah is the Maker of both the maker of weapons of warfare, and of the'
w a r r i o r h i m s e l f ^ o u s e s t h e m . S e e D a n i e l 4 : 3 5 a n d J o h n 1 9 : 1 1 . «

1 7 . " M o w e a p o n t h a t i s f o r m e d a g a i n s t t h e e s h a l l p r o s T
t o n g u e t h a t s h a l l r i s e a g a i n s t t h e e ^ n j u d g m e n t t h o u s h a l t
T h i s i s h e r i t a g e o f s e r v a n t s o f J e h o v a h , a r ^ t t ^ e i r
n e s s w h i c h i s o f m e . s a i t h J A h o v a h . " ^ '

a n d ^ e v e r y

Zion'3 security against al l .attacks of her enemies is , assured.
"The gates of Hades shall not prevail against it." (Matthew 16:18b)
See . ' a l so John 10 :28 -30 ; Romans 8 :1 ,28 -3^ .

"After having spoken of the 'weapons' with which wicked men attack
the Church, he expressly mentions the ' tongi ie' ; because no other 'wea
p o n ' i s s o d e a d l y a n d d e s t r u c t i v e . " 8 *

7 . A l e x a n d e r .
8 . J o h n C a l v i n .



In all these varied forms of strife it is predicted that the
Church shall be victorious. (Compare Ramans 8:37. and II Corinthians
2;14). And this security is represented as her heritage or lawful
possession and as her right, that is what is due to her from God, as
the Judge of the 'sdiole earth, who must do right.

Such a glorious church will become a glorious reality because of
Him who loved it, and gave himself up for it, as taught in Chapter

9 . A l e x a n d e r ^
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Chapter 53 tells us how salvation is accomplished; €lhs?>ter 54
enlarges upon the resul ts of th is salvat ion which "br ings grace and glory
to Z ion ; Chap te r 55 p resen ts t he ca l l t o accep t t h i s sa l va t i on . D r.
Mack says that Chapter 55 is **the first evangelistic hyinn to he sung
after the story of the accaaapl ished redempt ion, wi th a fu l l and f ree
o f f e r o f s a l v a t i o n . " I n t h e fi h a p t e r w e a r e t o l d , I . t h e b l e s s i n g s o f
s a l v a t i o n a r e f r e e l y o f f e r e d t o t h e n e e d y , v e r s e 1 . 2 . T h i s s a l v a t i o n
i s s a t i s f y i n g a n d s u r e , v e r s e s 2 , 3 . 3 . I t w i l l b e g i v e n s u c c e s s f u l l y
t o - a l l t h e n a t i o n s , v e r s e s 4 , 5 . 4 . T h e a c c e p t a n c e o f t h i s o f f e r i s
u rgen t , ve rse 6 . 5 . I t i s a ca l l no t on l y to fa i t h^ bu t a l so to repen
t a n c e i n v i e w o f G k ) d * s i n fi n i t e m e r c y a n d r e a d i n e s s t o p a r d o n , v e r s e s
7 -9 . 6 . Th i s wo rd o f God e f f ec t i ve l y ope ra tes , 10 ,11 . 7 . The resu l t s
o f H i s p o w e r a r e g l o r i o u s . J

Dr. CaJ iqpbel l Morgan says o f th is chapters " I ts s t ruc ture is that
o f fi r s t s e t t i n g f o r t h t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e w i l d e r n e s s o r t h e d e s e r t
(ve rses 1 ,2 ) , fina l l y descr ib ing cond i t ions in the darden o f God (verses
1 0 - 1 3 ) ; w h i l e b e t w e e n t h e s e i s f o u n d a n a r g u e d a p p e a l , s e t t i n g f o r t h
the way odt ;^of the desert, and into the garden (verses 3-9)."

55:1. "Ho, every one that thirsteth. come ye to the wateiig and he
t h a t h a t h n o m o n e y ; c o m e y e . b u y , a n d e a t : y e a , c o m e , b u y w i n e a n d m i l k
w i t h o u t m o n e y a n d w i t h o u t p r i c e . "

No te (1 ) the au thor i t y fo r th i s o f fe r - God h imse l f ; (2 ) the impor
t a n c e o f t h e o f f e r. " H e " , c a l l s f o r s t r i c t a t t e n t i o n t o s o m e t h i n g I m
portant; (3) the universality of the offer - every one, etc.; (4) the
occasion of the offer - the needy condition of mei and their spiritual
longing; (5) the condition of the offer - come, eat^ siaqply accept
by faith the offer; (6) the freeness of the offer - the price has alreadybeen paid - "His own blood" I Peter f ;19; (7) The provision of the
offer - water, wine, mill^, figures for the spiritual blessings in
Christ Jesus bringing life, revival, refreshment, »\purishment. Compare
John 4:14; 7:37,38; Kevelation 22:17; John 2:3-10; I Peter 2:2; jSphesians
2 : 4 - 8 .

2. "VBherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and
y o u r l a b o r f o r t h a t ^ i c h s a t i s fi e t h n o t ? h e a r k e n d i l i g e n t l y u n t o m e .

eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itgelf jUa fgt-
n e s s . "

Men spend money and labor for that which does not give sojjI satis
faction, vhereas the gospel offers freely that which alone gi^es spiritual
satisfaction - that ^ich is good, (emphatic) in contrast to the not
bread". That vdiich the world offers is like what sinful Israel had
^en it forsook Jehovah and went their own ways (Jeremiah 2:13), and
like what the prodigal had in the far country iLuke 15:15,16). The
gospel offers abundant, deli^tful, richness. Psalm 36:8; Psalm 23:5;
Luk4 15:23; John 6:48-58.
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3. "Incline jour ear, and ccane unto me; hear^ end your aoal :^all
l lvj^: and 1 wil l make an everlasting covenant with von, even the sure
m e r c i e s o f D a v i d . "

"Nothing is required on the part of Israel hut hearing and caning and
taking: through these, it becomes pervaded by new life, and Jehovah
presents i t wi th an ever last ing covenant ; namely, the unchangeable
m e r c i e s o f D a v i d . " • * •

The most commonly adopted e3q)lanation of the expression "the sure
mercies of Datlrid" is that it means "the mercies promised to him, with
part icular reference to I I Samuel 7:8-16 (Compare I Chronic les 17:
11,12 and Psalm 89:3,4). As the main theme of this promise was a per-
pe t t i a l success ion on the th rone o f Dav id , i t was fu l fi l l ed i n Ch r i s t , t o
vhom it is applied in Acts 13:34. (Compare Isaiah 9:7. and Luke 1:
32,33)."2

I n A c t s 1 3 : 3 4 P a u l m a k e s u s e o f t h i s s t a t e m e n t i n h i s t r e a t m e n t o f
the resurrect ion of Jesus. "Now Isaiah was not speaking of the resur
r e c t i o n o f t h e M e s s i a h , a n d P a u l d o e s n o t s a y t h a t h e w a s . B u t I s a i a h
w a s s p e a k i n g o f a p r o m i s e t o D a v i d , w h o s e f u l fi l m e n t w a s c o n d i t i o n e d
o n t h e M e s s i a h ' s l i v i n g f o r e v e r . F o r w h a t w e r e t h e s u r e m e r c i e s o f
D a v i d ? T h e y w e r e t h e k i n d n e s s o f C o d t o D a v i d i n t h e p r o m i s e t h a t h e
s h o u l d n e v e r l a c k a s o n t o s i t o n h i s t h r o n e . T h i s p r o m i s e w a s t o b e
f u l fi l l e d i n t h e M e s s i a h , w h o w a s t o b e o f t h e s e e d o f D a v i d a c c o r d i n g
t o t h e fl e s h . B u t t h e M e s s i a h a s w e h a v e s e e n w a s t o b e r e j e c t e d a n d
k i l l e d . H o w t h e n c o u l d h e r e c e i v e t h e s u r e m e r c i e s o f D a v i d a n d s i t
on his throne forever unless he should rise again from the dead?"®

4 . " B e h o l d . I h a v e g i v e n h i m f o r a w i t n e s s t o t h e p e o p l e s . a
l e a d e r a n d c o m m a n d e r t o t h e p e o p l e s . "

IWhi le some interpret "him" to refer to David, son of Jesse, the
view we prefer is that i t refers to Jesus, son of David, and the empha
sis here is to his being Savior of the Ggntiles as well as Jews, "the
peoples" being emphatic. Jesus was Cod's gift to the world. John 3:16.
H e b o r e w i t n e s s u n t o t h e t r u t h . J o h n 1 8 : 3 7 . B e f o r e P o n t i u s P i l a t e h e
w i tnessed the good con fess ion . I Timothy 6 :13 . He was the fa i th fu l
w i t n e s s . R e v e l a t i o n 1 : 5 . H e i s a l s o a l e a d e r o r p r i n c e . D a n i e l 9 : 2 5 ;
Acts 3:15; Hebrews 2:10; Revelattion 1:5; and commander to the peoples,
Hebrews 5:9; ]^hesians 5:24; Matthew 28:18-20.

5 . "Bflhold . thou sha l t ca l l a nat ion that thou knowest not ; .^d a
nation that knew not thee shall run -unto thee, because ^ Jet^qyah
Cod, and for the Holv One of Is rae l : fo r hs hath g lpr lfied ,^ee.

This verse se^ns to be Cod's direct address to the Messiah in ndiich
He prophesies the calling of the Centiles, their eager responns, and the
r e a s o n t h e r e f o r e . ^ ^ 4 .

"Thou Shalt call a nation that thou knowest not' that is, that was
not formerly called and owned as thy nation, that thou didst not send
prophets to as to Israel, the people vhom Cod knew above all the familiesof the earth." See Calatians 4:9; Isaiah 56:8; Romans 15:20; ^hesl^s
2:11* Th© last of the verse giyQS the reason for the concourse of the
n a t i o n s t o t h e M e s s i a h .

1 . D e l .
2 . A l e x a n d e r .
3 . J . B . C r e e n
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**In a word, h© shows that men obey Christ and suhmlt to his doc
trine, "because God hath exalted him, and hath deteimined to make his
pre-eminence known t6 al l men; for otherwise the preaching of the
gospel would be of l i t t le use, i f God did not g ive power and efficacy
to his doctrine by the Spirit."^

With the last clause of the vers© compare John 15:51,32; 17si;
A c t s 3 s 1 3 ; A c t s 5 s 3 1 ; H e b r e w s 5 : 5 ^

6. ' 'Seek je Jehovah whi le he may be found; ca l l ve upon whi le
h e i s n e a r s "

N o " t e i s v e r s e s 1 - 6 t h e v a r i o u s w o r d s o r fi g u r e s u s e d f o r t h e e x e r
c i s e o f f a i t h , s u c h a s c o m e , h e a r , s e e k , c a l l a n d c o m p a r e t h e m w i t h t h e
N e w Te s t a m e n t i n v i t a t i o n s *

I n v e r s e 6 , a l o n g w i t h t h e i n j u c t i o n s t o s e e k a n d t o c a l l , a r e
c e r t a i n i m p l i c a t i o n s . O n e i s t h a t J e h o v a h m a y b e f o u n d b y t h e s e e k e r
a n d m a y b e n e a r t o t h e c a l l e r . T h e o t h e r i m p l i c a t i o n i s t h a t t h e r e
w i l l no t a lways be such a day o f g race . The re may come a t ime when he
c a n n o t b e f o u n d , o r T i d i e n h e w i l l n o t b e n e a r. H e n c e t h e u r g e n c y o f
a c c e p t i n g t h e g o s p e l o f f e r n o w . I I C o r i n t h i a n s 6 : 1 , 2 .

7. "iLet the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
t h o u g h t s : a n d l e t h i m r e t u r n \ m t o J e h o v a h , a n d h e w i l l h a v e m e r c v u n o n
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly nardonT"

Inseparab ly connec ted w i th the ca l l t o fa i th in th i s chap te r i s the
cal l to repentance so d.ear ly sounded in th is verse. Repentance involves
a t u r n i n g f r o m w i c k e d c o n d u c t a n d a n e v i l h e a r t , u n t o G o d i n v i e w o f
His assurance of mercy and pardon. "Repentance unto l i fe is a saving
grace, whereby a sinner, out of true sense of his sin, and the appre
hension of the mercy of God in Christ , doth with gr ief and hatred of
his sin, turn from sin unto God, with full purpose of and endeavor
after new obedience".® Compare Luke 15:17-24. "Verse 7 may be described
as the wicked gate through which men pass from the desert to the garden.
It is so marvelously, and simply hung that the weakest and most paralysed
hand touching it, it swings toward the garden, but that wicked gate is
hinged on Calvary's Cross."

8 . " F o r m y t h o u g h t s a r e n o t y o - u r t h o u g h t s , n e i t h e r a r e y o u r w a y s
m y w a y s , s a i t h J e h o v a h . " ^

a r e n o t y o - u r

Th© previous verse had closed with an o la airs upoii the fact that
God abimdantly pardons. In this God is infinitely different from man.
Hence Calviifs paraphrase of verse 8 probably gives the correct interpre
tat ion here as fo l lows: I am not a morta l man, that i ^ould shew my
self to be harsh and irreconcilable to you. My "fchougihts are very dif
ferent from yours. If you are implacable, and can with diffic\il"fcy be
brought back to a state of friendship wi-fch those from whom you have re
ceived an injury, I am not like you, that I should treat you so cruelly.

4 . J o h n C a l v i n .
5 . S h o r t e r C a t e c h i s m .
6 . Campbe l l Morgan .



9 • "Es£ bs. the heavens are
i E t h a n v o n r w a v a . a n d m y t t

t h a n t h e e a r t h , s o a r e m y w a y s
t h a n y o u r t h o u ^ t s . "

This verse Il lustrates the leading thou^t of the context, namely,
that of God's infinite mercy and willingness to abundantly pardon the
peni tent s inner. Compare a s imi la r descr ip t ion o f the mercy o f God in
Psalm 103:11. "In short, God is infinitely compassionate and infinite
ly ready to fo rg ive ; so that i t ought to be .ascr ibed exc lus ive ly to our
u n b e l i e f , i f w e d o n o t o b t a i n p a r d o n f r o m h i m . "

1 0 . " F o r t h e r a i n c o m e t h d o w n a n d t h e s n o w f r o m h e a v e n , a n d r e -
t u m e t h n o t t h i t h e r , b u t w a t e r e t h t h e e a r t h , a n d m a k e t h i t b r i n g f o r t h
a n d b u d , a n d g i v e t h s e e d t o t h e s o w e r a n d b r e a d t o t h e e a t e r : "

"These words depend on what goes before, and their meaning may thus
b e b r i e fl y s t a t e d . L e t n o t t h e p e o p l e r e f u s e t o b e l i e v e t h a t a w i c k e d
m a n , a f t e r h a v i n g c o m m i t t e d g r e a t c r i m e s , s h a l l s u d d e n l y b e s a v e d .
F o r m y t h o u ^ t s a r e n o t t h e t h o u g h t s o f m e n ; a n d a s f a r a s h e a v e n i s
d i s t a n t f r o m t h e e a r t h , s o f a r a r e m y t h o u g h t s s e p a r a t e d f r o m t h e t h o u g h t s
o f m e n . I a m m o s t m e r c i f u l a n d r e a d y t o f o r g i v e . W o u l d y o u w i s h t o

„have another metaphor 7 As the rain and snow come down from heatt'en, and
d o n o t r e t u r n t h i t h e r , b u t w a t e r a n d r e f r e s h t h e e a r t h , a n d c a u s e i t
to b r ing fo r th var ious p roduc t ions , tha t the cornfie lds may produce
abvindance of bread for the use of men; so the word of my promise^ which
I have promised once and again, and ^ich hAth gone out of my mouth,
shall not be void, but all shall be actually fulfilled."®

1 1 . " S o m y w o r d b e t h a t g o e t h f o r t h o u t o f m y m o u t h ; ^ s h a l l
n o t r e t u r n u n t o m e v o i d , b u t I t s h a l l a c c o m p l i s h t h a t ^ i c h X p l e a s e , a n d
i t s h a l l p r o s p e r i n t h e t h i n g w h e r e t o I s e n t

Ve r s e s 1 0 a n d 11 c o n t a i n a m o s t b e a u t i f u l c o m p a r i s o n , a n d a m o s t
pointed application. Just as God accomplished his purposes in his works
of nature so does he in his word. His Word effectively operates. "So
belief cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Ramans 10:
17). "And for this cause we also thank God without ceasing, that, idien
ye received from us the word of the message, even the word of God, ye
accepted it not as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of
God, which also worketh in you that believe. " ( I Thessalonians 2:13)
S e e a l s o I P e t e r l j 2 3 .

"But as the word o f God is e fficac ious for the sa lva t ion o f be l ievers ,
so it is abundantly efficacious for condemning the wicked; as Christ alfflo
teacheth, *©ie word which I have spoken, that shall judge him at the
las t day ' ( John 12 :48b ) " '

12. "For ye shall go out with .1oy. and loe led fprtjlj with peace;
the mountains and the hills shall break iMth. before you in^ singing;
and all the trees of the field shall clap their ^and^s.

7 . J o h n C a l v i n .
8 . J e r o m e .
9 . J o h n C a l v i n .
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Jus t as de l iverance f rom capt iv i ty w i l l b r ing joy and peace to the
Jewish ex i les , so de l iverance f rom the bondage of Satan wi l l b r ing to
the Redeemed Oh\irch of Christ spiritual Joy and peace. See Romans 15:

I -^85 Gftlatians 5:§2. As is characteristic of Isaiah, natiire is here
represented as re jo ic ing in the b less ings of God«s people. Se 42:10.
11 ; 4 4 : 2 3 ; 4 9 : 1 3 .

1 3 . " I n s t e a d p £ t h e t h o r n s h a l l c o m e u p t h e f i r - t r e e ; a n d i n s t e a d
o f t h e b r i e r s h a l l c o m e u p t h e m y r t l e - t r e e : a n d i t s h a l l b e t o J e h o v a h
f o r a n a m e , f o r a n e v e r l a s t i n g s i g n t h a t s h a l l n o t b e c u t o f f . "

"The same change which has just been represented by the shouting
o f t h e h i l l s a n d t h e a p p l a u s e o f t h e f o r e s t s i s n o w d e s c r i b e d a s t h e
s u b s t i t u t i o n o f t h e n o b l e s t t r e e s f o r t h e m o s t fl m p r o fi t a b l e a n d o f f e n
s i ve p lan ts . (Compare chap te r 41 :19 ) . An ana logous bu t d i f f e ren t
fi g u r e f o r t h e . s a m e t h i n g i s t h e o p e n i n g o f r i v e r s i n t h e d e s e r t .
(See above. Chapter 35:6,7; 43:19,20). Dropping the metaphor, the
j^ophet then srays, in direct terms, that the change predicted shallredound to the gloyf of its author.

" R o w u n t o h J ^ j n t h a t i s a b l e t o d o e x c e e d i n g a b u n d a n t l y a b o v e a l l
t h a t w e a s k o r t h i n k , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p o w e r t h a t w o r k e t h i n u s , x u i t o
h i T i i h e t h e g l o r y i n t h e C h u r c h a n d i n C h r i s t J e s u s u n t o a l l g e n e r a t i o n s
for ever and ever. Amen." (Ephesians 3:20,21)

1 0 . A l e x a n d e r .
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C a l l t o O b e d i e n c e o f F a i t h
C h e s t e r 6 6

\ 65 sounds out the call to faith and repentance. Chapter56 siwmds the call to ohedlence of faith emphasizing the duty of
hring^i^ forth fruits worthy of repentance. Ihe Chapter contains,(1) A call to the duty required of the people of Zion (verses 1-2)
(2) AnY-ssurance of welcome to the privileges of Zion of all peoples,
without\doubruiitiun, who are obedient to the faith (verses 3-8),
(3) A charge against the false leadership in Zion for failure in the
perfoimance of their duty (9-12). Scsne consider verses 9-12 more close
ly connected in thought with the following chapter than with chapter 56.

A New Testament theme text for this Chapter may be found in
Acts 10:34^^"And Peter opened his mouth and said. Of a truth I ^feeive
that Grod is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth
God, and worketh r ighteousness, is acceptable to him."

56:1. "Thus saith Jahovah, Keen ye justice, and ^ righteousness!
f o r a z s a l v a t i o n 3 ^ n e a r t o c o m e , a n d m y r i g h t e o u s n e s s t o b e r e v e a l e d . "

"The doctrine of the passage is simply this, that they who enjoy
ex t rao rd ina ry p r i v i l eges , o r expec t ex t rao rd ina ry f avo rs , a re unde r
corresponding obl igat ions to do the wi l l o f God; and moreover, that the
neaj?er the mani festat ion of God's mercy, whether in t ime or in eterni ty,
t h e l o u d e r t h e c a l l t o r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f l i f e . " b e e M a t t h e w 3 : 2 ; L u k e
3 : 3 , 8 - 1 4 ; R o m a n s 1 : 1 7 .

2 . " B l e s s e d i s t h e m a n t h a t d o e t h t h i s , a n d t h e s o n o f m a n t h a t
h o l d e t h i t f a s t ; t h a t k e e n e t h t h e b a b b a t h f r o m p r o f a n i n g i t . a n d k e e p -
e t h h i s h a n d f r o m d o i n g a n y , e v i l . "

Compare ^th reference to obedience found in the New
T e s t a m e n t . L u k e 1 1 : 2 8 ; 1 2 : 4 3 ; J o h n 1 3 : 1 7 .

The pronouns " th is" and " i t " seem to refer to the duty descr ibed
i n t h e s e c o n d p a r t o f t h e v e r s e . ^

T h e t r u e e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e s p e c i a l m e n t i o n o f t h e a a w a t h h e r e
"is afforded by a reference to the primary and secondary ends of the
s a b b a t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n , a n d t h e b e l i e f i n v o l v e d i n i t s o b s e r v a n c e .
In the fi rs t p lace , i t imp l ied a recogn i t ion o f Jehovah as the omnipo te l i t
c r e a t o r o f t h e u n i v e r s e ( E x o d u s 2 0 : l i ) L ; 3 1 : 1 7 ) ; i n t h e n e x t p l a c e , a s
the sanctifier of his people, not in the technical or theologicsd sense,
but as denot ing h im by vA iam. they had been se t apar t as a pecu l ia r peop le
(Exodus 1:13; Ezra 20:12); in the next p lace as the bavior of th ischosen people from the bondage of Egypt (Deuteronomy 5:15)."2

3 * " N e i t h e r l e t t h e f o r e i g n e r , t h a t h a t h j o i n e d h i m s e l f t o J e h o v a h .
speak, saying. Jehovah wi l l surely separate me from his people; nei ther
l e t t h e e u n u c h s a y . B e h o l d . I ^ a d r y t r e e . "

1 . A l e x a n d e r .
2 . i b i d .



"a!he essential meaning of this verse is, that all external disab
ilities shall be abolished, whether personal or national."® Note how
these barriers were removed in the case of the Ethiopian Eimuch (Acts
8:27-39)^ and of the Gentile Cornelius (Acts 10:1,2,34).

4 . " F o r t h u s s a i t h J e h o v a h o f t h e e u n u c h s t h a t k e e n m v s a b b a t h s .
and choose the things that please me, and hold fast my covenantT^

T h o s e w i t h p e r s o n a l , p h y s i c a l d i s q u a l i fi c a t i o n s w h o a r e y e t G o d
f e a r i n g , a n d w o r k r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n s i d e r e d . S e e v e r s e
2 for explanat ion of emphasis upon sabbath, "What i t is that God de
l i g h t s i n , m a y b e l e a r n e d f r o m ^ h a p t e n 6 6 : 4 ; J e r a n i a h 9 : 2 4 ; H o s e a 6 : 6 .
B y h o l d i n g f a s t m y c o v e n a n t i s m e a n t a d h e r i n g t o h i s c o m p a c t w i t h m e .which includes obedience to the precepts and faith in the promises,"^

5. "Unto them will I give in my house and within my walls a memoria:
a n d a n a m e b e t t e r t h a n o f s o n s a n d o f d a u g h t e r s ; I w i l l g i v e t h e m a n
e v e r l a s t i n g n a m e , t h a t s h a l l n o t b e c u t o f f . "

I n v e r s e 2 a b l e s s i n g i s p r o n o u n c e d u p o n t h e o b e d i e n t i n g e n e r a l .
In th is verse there is promised to the eunuchs descr ibed in the fore-
goihg verse a welcome to all the privileges of Zion. See John 1:12^
a n d I J o h n 3 : 1 .

6. "Also the foreigners that lo in themselves t^ Jehovah, j fefl Sinia-
ter unto Mm, and to love the name of Jahovah. ^ his aervant^,
evei*y one that keeneth the sabbath from profaning i t , and holdeth fast
m y c o v e n a n t : "

This assurance of welcome of the foreigners to all the privileges
of Zion seems to foreshadow what Paul proclaimed in Romans 3:22^ and
Ephesians 3:6. Calvin speaks of this joining of the foreigners to Je
hovah as meaning what Hosea called "the betrothing in mercy and faithful
n e s s . " S e e H n S e a 2 : 1 9 , 2 0 . j .

Besides the duty of keeping the sabbath holy and hold fast the
covenant (See verses 2 and 4 with notes) the foreigner's to ^ave the
privilege of "honorablp personal service" (See Genesis 39:4; 40:4),
loving the name of Jehovah (Deuteronomy 6:5; Romans 8:28), and of
worshipping Him as His servants.

7. "iyen them will 1 briiag to my holy mountain, and mak.e
loyful in my house of prayer: their hpT*nt-offerings an^t^i^ sacri
fices fthaiT be accepted upon mine, altar; for my house shall he called
a house of prayer for all peoples."

Hare is a great verse on the worship of God. It tells us (1)
\Who the worshippers are "even" the foreigners described in the previous^̂ erseV (2) Why they are present - God brings them - the constraining
power of God's grace - John 6:44; 12:32; i3)'Where they worship "^d's holy mountain (Psalm 2:6i in God's house. "The teB5>le was them

3 . A l e x a n d e r
4 . i b i d .
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God*s house, and to that Christ applies these words (Matthew 21:13),
but with an eye to it as a type of the gospel church, Hebrews 9:8,9.
Fop Christ calls it his house. Hebrews 3:6.**5 Compare John 4:21-24.
(4) What they receive from their worship-spiritual joy and comfort;
(5) What is accepted of them - **spiritual worship of God as is enjoined
in the gospel; for the prophet spoke in accordance with what was cus
tomary in his time, when the worship of God was vrpapped up in a variety
of ceremonies. But now instead of sacrifices, we offer to God praises,
thanksgivings, good works, and finally ourselves.**® See Romans 12; 1;
Hebrews 13:10,15. (6) W^at is the *'soul of al l worship** (I Kings 8:
41-43) - prayer - God's house is par t icu lar ly character ized as a house
of prayer; (7) What is the extent of this worship - it is for all peoples
t h e t e m p l e f o r t h e n a t i o n s .

8 . * * T h e L o r d J e h o v a h , ^ o g a t h e r e t h t h e o u t c a s t s o f I s r a e l , s a i t h .
Y e t w i l l I g a t h e r o t h e r s t o h i m , b e s i d e s h i s o w n t h a t a r e g a t h e r e d . * *

God is the gatherer. **And the Lord added to them day by day them
that were saved.** (Acts 2:41)^ The church wil l grow. I ts members wil l
b e G e n t i l e s a s w e l l a s J e w s . A N e w Te s t a m e n t p a r a l l e l o f t h i s v e r s e
is found in J^hn 10:16, the words of Jesus himself, **And other sheep
I h a v e , w h i c h a r e n o t o f t h i s f o l d : t h e m a l s o I m u s t b r i n g , a n d t h e y
shall hear my voice; and they shall become one flock, one Shepherd.^

9 • * * A 1 1 v e b e a s t s o f t h e f i e l d , c o m e t o d e v o u r , v e a . a l l y e b e a s t s
i n t h e f o r e s t T ^

F rom ve rse 8 t o ve r se 9 t he re i s such a ma rked sw ing i n t he pen
dulum from God^ the gracious gatherer^ to God the rigihteous judge that
s o m e c o n s i d e r t h i s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a n e w d i s c o u r s e . T h e c a l l i s h e r e
s o u n d e d t o t h e e n e m i e s o f I s r a e l w h o a r e t o b e u s e d a s t h e i n s t r r m i e n t s
of God* s judgment upon those evi l rulers described in the fol lowing
v e r s e s .

10 . * *TTi fl wa tchmen a re b l i nd , t hey a re a l l w i thou t know ledge ; t hey
a r e a l l d u m b d o g s , t h e y c a n n o t b a r k ; d r e a m i n g , l y i n g d o w n , l o v i n g ^
s lumber.^

Israel 's sp i r i tua l leaders were supposed to watch and to warn.
They had failed in both these respects. They were ignorant perhaps of
their duty, or of the danger. They were useless, like dumb dogs that
cannot bark. They were lazy and lovers of ease. They were like blind
watchmen and s leep ing watch dogs .

11. **Yea. the dogs are greedy, they can never have enough; and these
are shepherds tha t canno t unders tand ; t hey have a l l t u rned the i r own
way, each one to MjL fiSlS# from every quarter."

Added to ignorance, use lessness and s lo th fu lness, .are avar ice,
selfishness, covetousness. Compare jszekiel 34:2,3; I Peter 5:2.

5 . M a t t h e w H e n r y .
6. John Calv in.
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12. "Ome x©* aay they. I will fetch wine, and we will fill our
s e l v e s w i t h s t r o n g d r i n k ; a n d t o m o r r o w s h a l l b e a s t h i s d a y, a d a y
g r e a t b e y o n d m e a s u r e . * *

A d r u n k e n c a r o u s a l c o n c l u d e s t h i s p l c t i u r e o f t h e u n f a i t h f u l
leadership of Israel. They mutually agreed to revelry and dissipa
t ion . See Isa iah 5 :22 ; Proverbs 31 :4 ,5 ; I sa iah 22 :13 ,14 ; Luke 12 ;19 ,20 .

5 ?

%
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C o n d e m n a t i o n a n d C o n s o l a t i o n
Chapter 57

! C h l s c h a p t e r c o n t i n u e s t o s h o w G o d ' s d i s p l e a s u r e w i t h s i n , h u t
a l s o H i s c o n d e s c e n d i n g l o v e f o r t h e p e x t i t e n t s i n n e r . I n t h e c h a p t e r
a re se t fo r th (1 ) The Death o f the R igh teous . I t i s ce r ta in , m isunder
stood, and is the entrance into blessedness, (verses 1,2); (2) The
Tr a n s g r e s s i o n s o f I s r a e l . S i n n e r s a r e s u m m o n e d , t h e i r g r o s s s i n s e x
posed, and judgment upon them pronounced. (3-13); (3) The Glory and Grace
o f J e h o v a h . O v e r a g a i n s t t h e c o n d e m n a t i o n o f i d o l a t r y J e h o v a h b r i n g s
consolatiQ_n to His^ people. The penitent will be given comfort, heal
ing peace, but the wnpenitent are excluded from such blessings (l4-
21). In a word - "The wages of s in is death; but the f ree gi f t of God
is e terna l l i fe in Chr is t Jesus our Lord . " (Romans 6 j23) .

5 7 : 1 . " T h e r i g h t e o u s o e r i s h e t h . a n d n o m a n l a v e t h i t t o h e a r t ; a n d
merciful men are taken away, none considering; that the righteous is taken
a w a y f r o m t h e e v i l t o c o m e . "

God's gracious purpose in the passingaway of the ri^teous is not
ganerally understood. The wicked are indifferent to, and misunderstand God's providence. "The righteous is delivered by early death
from the judgment Mhich in view of such corruption, cannot fail to
come.'^ Compare the case of Abijah^I Kings 14:13.

2. "He entereth into peace: they rest in their beds, each one that
w a l k e t h i n u n r i g h t n e s s T ^

"The souls of belie^rs are at their death made perfect in holi
ness, and do immediately pass into glory; their bodies being still
united to Christ, do rest in their graves until the resurrection.
S e e R e v e l a t i o n 1 4 s 1 3 .

3. "But draw near hither, je sons ot sorceress. ^ .seed gt
the adu l t e re r and t he ha r l o t . "

Here is God's summons to the sinners. Compare the seed of the
seipent Genesis 3s 15, and children of the devil, I John 3:10. See alsoII Kings 21:6; James 4:4; Revelation 17:1-5.

A " Affftinst vjhom do ve sT^ort yourselves? _jagalnst whom Z©a widt mou r̂̂  ̂  tongue? are le not children of transgres-
a i o n . a s e e d o f f a l a e h o o d .

TheT are charged with acofflng or mockery; See Matthew 27;29,39-44;
and with having tranagreaslon and falsehood aa their parents. See
Epheslans 2:2,3; Colosslans 3:6.

5. "Wg that inflame yourselves
tT.ee; thaFal^the children In ^ valleys, un^ ^ elefta SL tfeS rooM'f

1 . D e l .
2 . S h o r t e r C a t a c h i s m .
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" T h e i r i d o l a t r o u s p r a c t i c e s a r e n o w d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l . T h e fi r s t
word of th is verse proper ly denotes l ib id inous exc i tement , and is here
u s e d w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e p r e v i o u s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f i d o l a t r y a s
s p i r i t u a l w h o r e d o m o r a d u l t e r y, . T h e r e s e e m s t o b e a n a l l u s i o n t o t h e
v a l l e y s r o u n d J e r u s a l e m , i n o n e o f w h i c h , t h e v a l l e y o f t h e s o n o f
Hinnom, we know that Molock was adorned with human victims."^

6 . " A m o n g t h e s m o o t h s t o n e s o f t h e v a l l e y i s t h y p o r t i o n ; t h e y ,
t h e y a r e t h v l o t ; e v e n t o t h e m h a s t t h o u p o u r e d a d r i n k - o f f e r i n g , t h o u
h a s t o f f e r e d a n o b l a t i o n . S h a l l I ^ a p p e a s e d f o r t h e s e t h i n g s ? "

N o t o n l y l u s t f u l i d o l a t r y w a s p r a c t i c e d , t r e e - w o r s h i p , a n d h u m a n
s e e i r i fi c e , b u t a l s o s t o n e w o r s h i p , s e e H a b a k k u k 2 s l 9 . G o d ' s J u d g m e n t
must come upon such gross s ins .

7 . " U p o n a h i g h a n d l o f t y m o u n t a i n h a s t t h o u s e t t h y b e d : t h i t h e r
a l s o w e n t e s t t h o u u p t o o f f e r s a c r i fi c e . "

S h a m e l e s s a d u l t e r y a n d i d o l a t r y v i v i d l y p i c t u r e I s r a e l ' s u n f a i t h
f u l n e s s t o J e h o v a h . J e r e m i a h 3 : 2 .

8 • " A n d b e h i h d t h e d o o r s a n d t h e p o s t s h a s t t h o u s e t u p t h y m e m o r
i a l s f o r t h o u h a s t u n c o v e r e d t h y s e l f t o a n o t h e r t h a n m e , a n d a r t g o n e
up: thou hast enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant with thems
t h o u l o v e d s t t h e i r b e d w h e r e t h o u s a w e s t i t . "

"The image of a false god may be reckoned its memorial, or that
which brings to mind the absent o&Ject. Perhaps they are here des
cribed asttrust ing the memorial of Jehovah into corner to make room
for that of the beloved idol." IN Immediate connection with the
mention of these house-hold gods is a description of the grossest idola
try, as adulterous intercourse with these gods.

"It means that the Church of Jehovah, after turning away frcmi its
God to the world and the lust of the world, became ever fonder of this
lust afforded by idolatry, and fully indulged its taste."5

9 . " A n d t h o u w e n t e s t t o t ^ k i n g w i t h p d l , a n d ^
perfumes, and d^t send thine ambassadors far offj_ debase .^y-
s e l f e v e n t o t o ^ ^ 1 . "

"Tbe figure is that of a woman trying to attract admirers. Judah
h a d c o q u e t t e d w i t h f o r e i g n k i n g s , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e ,
(II Kings 16:7,10). Or perhaps for the king we should read "Molocfc. , the
reference then is to idolatry, as in the preceding verses.

1 0 . w a s t w e a r i e d w i t h t h e I
n o t . I t i s i n v a i n ? t h o u d i d s t fi n d a
t h e r e f o r e t h o u w a s t n o t f a i n t .

o f t h y w a y : y e t s a i d s t t h o u
) n i n g o f t h y s t r e n g t h ;

3 . A l e x a n d e r .
4 . i b i d .
5 . D e l .
6 » D u m m e l o w .



An inteippetation of "bills verse and of its setting suggested by
Delltzsch Is as followss "In this way, without attending to the sighs
and groans extorted by her heavy tolls, but ever plucking up fresh cour
age, she pursued her plan of strengthening herself through alliances

•with the heathen. Ezeklel's picture of the sins of flholah and fihollbah
(See Ezeklel 23) Is like a commentary on verses 3-10."

11. "And of whom hast thou been afraid and In fear, that thou llest.
and hast not remembered me. nor laid i t to thy heart? have not I held
my peade even o f l ong t ime , and thou fea res t me no t??

Israel was faithless to God, In fear of man Instead of God, false
a n d f o r g e t f u l o f G o d w h o h a d e x e r c i s e d f o r b e a r a n c e t o w a r d s t h e m .

1 2 . " I w i l l d e c l a r e t h y r i g h t e o u s n e s s ; a n d a s f o r t h y w o r k s . t h e v
s h a l l n o t p r o fi t t h e e . "

"I will expose publicly thy (hypocritical) righteousness. 1 :wlll
s h o w o p e n l y h o w v a i n t h y w o r k s . I n h a v i n g r e c o u r s e t o I d o l s o r f o r e i g n
al l iances, shal l prove (verse 13).""

13. "Vifhen thou crlest^ let them .
t h e e ; M t ^ w i n d s h ^ l t a k e t h e m , a
b u t h e t h a t t a k e t h r e f u g e I n m e s h a l l
h e r l t m y h o l y m o u n t a i n . "

, t ) ; i e m t h ^ a t t i i s n I j a g t g f t t ) ? ^ Q y e d d ^ H v ^ y
t h e m , a b r e a t h s k s t i J & B S S S L M l m s S L i

i n ^ s h a l l p o s s e s s t h e l a n d , a n d s h a l l I n -

T h e I m p o t e n c e o f I d o l s o r f o r e i g n a l l i a n c e s I s h e r e s e t f o r t h , a n d
I n s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t h e p o w e r o f J e h o v a h t o b l e s s t h o s e v d i o t a k e r e
f u g e I n H i m . I s a i a h 2 6 j 3 , 4 ; P s a l m 3 7 s 3 , 9 ; 8 4 : 1 2 .

14. "Aaad he will say. Qpst ye up. cast ye up. prepare the way.
t a k e U P t h e s t u m b l i n g - b l o c k o u t o f t h e w a y o f m y p e o p l e . "

This Is a cal l to prepare the way, removing the obstacles for the
re tu rn o f the Lo rd*s peop le . Compare I sa iah 35 :8 ; 40 :3 ,4 ; 62 :10 .

1 5 . " F o r t h u s s a l t h t h e h i g h a n d l o f t y O n e t h a t I n h a b l t e t h e t e r
nity. whose name Is Holy: I dwell In the high and holy place. with him
also that Is ^ a contr i te and humble spir i t . ^ revive the spir i t of
the humble . and to rev ive the hear t o f the cont r i te . "

This verse echoes much of the vision of Isaiah In Chapter six.
It tells of God*s glory and of His grace. He is not only the Holy God
who dwells In heaven, "whose life endures forever, and who Is always
the same."® but also the loving God who dwells In the humble heart of
the penitent sinner, and that for the gracious purpose of reviving him
s p i r i t u a l l y « » ,

"The spirit Is the seat of pride and humility, the heart the centre
of all feeling of Joy and sorrow; hence the expressions, the 'spirit
of the humble* and the 'heart of the contrite*; the selfish egotism
vdilch Is broken by repentance has Its roots In the heart; and the self-
consciousness from ^ose false height repentance brings down, has its
support In the spirit."^ II Chronicles 33:12,13; Psalm 51:17; I Peter 5:
5 ; L u k e 4 : 1 8 .

7 . P a u s s e t
8 . D e l .
9 . I b i d .
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16. "SflE 1 Mii sat contend foE SJSS, neither will I M alwaTs
vmath ; fSE ££ l£ l£ i you l ,4 f f t lp , t be fo re ^ bou Ib tha t £ have
m a d e . ^

A reason for God l imi t ing h is anger is the weakness of man. " I f
God laid no restraint upon His wrath, this would bring destmction to
the life of man, which nevertheless was His creative work."^^ Compare
Psalm 103:9-16^ and Psalm lfe;38,39.

17 • "For the iniquity ^ his covetousness was I wroth, and smote
h i m ; I h i d ^ f a c e a n d w a s w r o t h ! a n d h e w e n t o n b a c k s l i d i n g i n t h e
w a y o f h i s h e a r t . "

T h e f o r e g o i n g v e r s e t e l l s o f t h e w e a k n e s s o f m a n : t h i s o n e e m
phasize^ his wickedness, particularly covetousness as an outstanding
sin of Israel , See Jeremiah 6:13; Coloss ians 3:5; and I Timothy 6:
9,10;of God's wrath because of such sin; and of Israel's wandering
fai thlessly away as a resul t of God hiding his face from them.

18. "I have seen his ways, and will heal him; i will lead him also,
a n d r e s t o r e c o m f o r t s u n t o h i m a n d t o h i s m o u r n e r s . "

T h e g l o r y o f d i v i n e g r a c e h e r e s h i n e s f o r t h . G o d ' s g r a c i o u s e y e
h a s f o l l o w e d H i s w a n d e r i n g c h i l d . H i s g r a c i o u s t o u c h w i l l h e a l h i m o f
h i s s i n . H i s g r a c i o u s h a n d w i l l l e a d h i m . A n d t h e G o d o f a l l g r a c e i s
t h e G o d o f a l l c o m f o r t . S e e I s a i a h 1 : 1 8 , 4 5 : 2 5 , fi e r e m i a h 3 1 ; 1 8 - 2 0 ; R o m a n s
5:20; Hosea 14:jjE8; Psalm 23:2; Psalm 51:12; Isaian 12:1. "The promise
t o r e s t o r e c o n s o l a t i o n i m p l i e s n o t o n l y t h a t i t h a d b e e n o n c e e n j o y e d
b u t a l s o t h a t i t s h o u l d c o m p e n s a t e f o r t h e i n t e r v e n i n g s o r r o w s , a s t h e
Hebrew word means proper ly to make good or indemni fy

1 9 . " I b r e a t e t h e f r u i t o f t h e l i p s : P e a c e , p e a c e , t o h i m t h a t i s
fa r o f f and to h im tha t i s near, sa i th Jehovah: and i w i l l hea l h im."

The God of grace is a lso the God of peace. "The sacr ifice of praise'
s a y s S t - P a u l ' i s t h e f r u i t o f t h e l i p s ' . G o d c r e a t e s t h i s f r u i t o f
the l ips, by giving new subject and cause of thanksgiving by His mercies
conferred on His people. The great subject o f thanksgiv ing is peace,
reconci l iat ion and pardon offered to them that are nigh, and to them
that are afar off; not only to the Jew, but also to the Gentile."^2 gee
H e b r e w s 1 3 : 1 5 ; E p h e s i a n s 2 : 1 4 - 1 7 .

2 0 . " B u t t h e w i c k e d a r e l i k e t h e t r o u b l e d s e a ; f o r i t c a n n o t r e s t .
a n d i t s w a t e r s c a s t u p m i r e a n d d i r t . "

In contrast to the peace of the pardoned sinner is the rest lessness
of the impenitent like that of a troubled sea. See Jude vdrses 12,13.

21. "There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked."

Compare Isaiah 48:22 and notes. It has been well suggested that
verse 19 sums up the second half of this chapter, end verses 20,21 the
fi r s t h a l f o f t h e c h a p t e r .

1 0 . D e l .
1 1 . A l e x a n d e r .
1 2 . T r e a s u r y o f S c r i p t u r e K n o w l e d g e .
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l e I d e a l - H f c l l n e a a I n a l l M i
Chap te r 58

l e r o f L I V i n t

For dhapters 40-48 a text suggested is, "Behold, your God" (40;9b}:for dhapters 48-57, "Behold, my servant" (42slah tor Chapters 58-66,
This Is the heritage of the servants of Jehovahi. and their righteous

ness ^ich is of me, saith Jehovah." (54:17b}. In this last section
(58-66} the future glory of God's people comes more into view. Accord
ing to Dr. W. H. Marquess, fihapter 58 presents vdiat must be, Chapter 59TBdiat is, and dhapter 60 YAiSit will be; or putting it another way, Qiap-
ter 58 presents the ideal, Chapter 59 the Seal, and Chapter 60 the ideal
rea l ized. In Chapter 58 :1-5 there is p resented ho l lowness as the
reality. In these verses are given the commission to the prophet (verse
1}, the condition of the people (lb,2), the complaint of the people
(3a}, and the conduct of the people (3b-5). In a word formalism pre
va i l s . I n ve rses 6 -14 t he re i s p resen ted ho l i ness as t he i dea l . He re
are given (1) the nature and reward of true fasting (verses 6-9a);
(2) a further description of the nature and reward of godliness (9b-12}.
In this section of the chapter (verses 6-12) the duty of love to man and.
t h e r e s u l t s a r e e m p h a s i z e d .

In the closing paragraph (verses 13,14} are presented the duty and
the delight of Sabbath observance, here the emphasis being upon love
to God and i t s consequences .

The ideal for the people of God is hol iness in a l l manner of l iv ing,
f o r w i t h o u t h o l i n e s s n o o n e c a n s e e G o d .

58 :1* "Cry a loud, spare no t , l i f t up thy vo ice l i ke a t rumpet , and
d e c l a r e u n t o m y p e o p l e t h e i r t r a n s g r e s s i o n , a n d t o t h e h o u s e o f J a c o b
t h e i r s i n s . "

T h i s s e c t i o n , l i k e t h e t w o p r e c e d i n g s e c t i o n s , b e g i n s w i t h a d o u b l e
i m p e r a t i v e . C o m p a r e 4 0 : 1 a n d 4 9 : 1 .

T h i s v e r s e s e t s f o r t h a fi m c t i o n o f t h e t r u e p r o p h e t . H e i s t o
faithfully and fearless^ give the trumpet blast, declaring the sins of
God's people. He is to"Jused of the Spirit to convince of sin. (See
John 16:7,8} Such preachers were Micah (Micah 3:8}, Stephen:. (Acts
7:51,52) , and Paul (Acts 20:26,27} .

2 . " Ye t t h e y s e e k m e d a i l y, a n d d e l i g h t t o k n o w m y w a y s :
n a t i o n t h a t d i d r i g h t e o u s n e s s . a n d f o r s o o k n o t t h e o r d i n a n c e o f t h e i r
God, they ask of me righteous .judgments: they delight ^ draw near unto
S o d . "

The light of the context favors the common interpretation/that this
verse refers to the formalism or hypocrisy of the people, ?ho/had a
form of godliness, external holiness. Compare Isaiah 1:11-15;^ I Samuel
1 5 : 2 1 - 2 5 ; E z e k i e l 3 3 : 3 0 - 3 3 .

3 . " W h e r e f o r e h a v e w e f a s t e d , s a y t h e y, a n d t h o u s e e s t n o t ?
w h e r e f o r e h a v e w e a f fl i c t e d o u r s o u l , a n d t h o u t a k e s t n o k n o w l e d g e ?
B e h o l d , i n t h e d a y o f y o u r f a s t y e fi n d y o u r o w n p l e a s u r e , a n d e x a c t
fl i T y o u r l a b o r s . "

1
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Th© complaint of the people voices their disappointment that
Grod had taken no notice of their fastings. ^Chh answer shows that
instead of true self-denial there are self—indulgence, selfishness, and
s e c u l a r h u s i n e s s .

4 * "Beho ld , ye fas t fo r s t r i fe and con ten t ion , and to smi te w i th
t h e fi s t o f w i c k e d n e s s s y e f a s t n o t t h i s d a y s o a s t o m a k e y o u r v o i c e
t o b e h e a r d o n h i g h . "

Such must have been the nature of the fast proclaimed by Jezebel.
See I Slngd 21:9-13. '''The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination;
How much more, vi^ien he bringeth it with a wicked mind." (Proverbs 21:270.

"Some ear ly wr i ters understand the last c lause as a prohib i t ion
o f 3 4 o i s y q u a r r e l s , t o m a k e t h e v o i c e h e a r d o n h i g h b e i n g t a k e n a s
equ i va l en t t o l e t t i ng i t be hea rd i n t he s t r ee t (Chap te r 42 :2 ) . Jh®
la te r wr i te rs g i ve i t a mean ing a l toge ther d i f fe ren t , by tak ing U77D
in the sense of heaven (Chapter 57:15) and the Whole clause as a declara
t i o n t h a t s u c h f a s t i n g w o u l d n o t h a v e t h e d e s i r e d e f f e c t o f g a i n i n g
audience and acceptance for their prayers."^

5 . " I s s u c h t h e f a s t t h a t I h a v e c h o s e n ? t h e d a y f o r a m a n t o
a f fl i c t h i s s o u l ? I s i b i o b o w d o w n h i s h e a d a s ^ r u s h ^ a n d t o s p r e a d
s a c k c l o t h a n d a s h e s t i n d e r h i m ? w i l t t h o u c a l l t h i s a f a s t , a n d a n
a c c e p t a b l e d a y t o J e h o v a h ? "

M e r e e x t e r n a l f a s t i n g i s n o t a c c e p t a b l e t o J e h o v a h . S a n c t i m o n i o u s
n e s s i s c o n d e m n e d , b u t r e a l h u m i l i a t i o n i s c o m m e n d e d . S u c h w a s t h e
t e a c h i n g o f J e s u s h i m s e l f . " M o r e o v e r \ i h e n y e f a s t , b e n o t a s t h e
hypocrites, of a sad countenance; for they disfigure their faces,
that they may be seen of men to fast." (Matthew 6:16a)

6 . " I s n o t t h i s t h e f a s t t h a t I h a v e c h o s e n : t o l o o s e t h e b o n d s
o f w i c k e d n e s s , t o u n d o t h e b a n d s o f t h e y o k e , a n d t o l e t t h e o p p r e s s e d
go free, and that ye break every teoke?"

a?he spirit of true fasting is explained in verses 6 and 7. Hiflaile
literal fasting is not forbidden, true fasting goes far deeper than
merely refraining from food, or any other external acts.

"Verses 6 and 7 now declare that the fast with vdiich Jehovah is
pleased consists in sanething quite different, namely in the liberation of the oppressed and acts of kindness to the helpless not in the
mere abstinence from food, but in sympathetic activity of that self-
denying love which leads one to give up one's bread, and generally one's
own possessions and comforts, for the good of the needy. Hence the
early Christian Church prescribed that alms-giving should be conjoined
w i t h f a s t i n g . " 2

7. "la it not to-deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring
the poor that are cast out to thy house ? when thou seest the naked,
that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own fleshV

1 . A l e x a n d e r .
2 . D e l .
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In the foregoing verse the exercise of Justice towards our fellow-
men is emphasized, in this verse, kin^ess, Such love .towards the
needy is repeatedly enjoined in scripture. Compare Jom 31sl6-22!
Proverbs 25ste; Matthew 25:35-40; Luke 10:26-36; I John 3:17,18.

8. "T^en shall thy light break forth as the morning^ find thv peal
ing sha l l spr ing for th speedi ly : and thy r igd i teousneaa sha l l go before
t h e e : t h e g l o r y o f J e h o v a h s h a l l b e t h y r e a r w a r d . * *

Following the description of true fasting in verses 6,7, we have inverses 8,9 a the rewards. Verse 8 promised (1) a dawning light,
(2) a speedy recovery, and (3) a glorious march heaven-ward. "The verb
to brea k forth (l i teral ly, to be cleft) elsewhere applied to the
hatching of eggs (dh. 59:57 and the gushing of water (ch. 35:6), is here
used in reference to the dawn or break of day, aeommon figure for
rel ief succeeding deep afflict ion. (See Chapter 8:20; 9:2; 60:1). By
a mixture of metaphors, which does not in the least obscure the sense,
th is heal ing is here sa id to sprout or germinate, a figure employed e lse
where to denote the sudden, rapid, and spontaneous growth or r ise of
anyth ing. (See above, on Chapter 42:9 and 43:19). In the last c lause
a th i rd d is t inct figure is employed to express the same idea, mai te ly,
that of ^A^Jgrch like the Journey through the wilderness, with the pil
l a r o f a s t h e s y m b o l o u f G o d * s p r e s e n c e , g o i n g b e f o r e a n d a f t e r .
(See above, on Chapter 52:12; and compare i!ixodus/3:21; 14:19.) Jehovah
h e r e a s s u m e s t h e c o n d u c t o f h i s p e o p l e , a s t h e i r r i g p i t e o u s n e s s o r
Jus t i fie r. (See Jeremiah 23 :6 ; 33 :16 , and con^are Isa iah 54 :17 . ) The
p a r a l l e l t e r m g l o r y m a y t h e n b e u n d e r s t o o d a s d e n o t i n g t h e m a n i f e s t e d
glory of Jehovah, or Jehovah himself in glorious epiphany.**®

9 . ' ' T h e n s h a l t t h o u c a l l , a n d J ^ o v a h w i l l a n s w e r ; t h o u s h a l t c r y ,
a n d ^ w i l l s a y . H e r e 1 l £ t h o u t a k e a w a y f r o m t h e m i d s t o f t h e e
t h e y o k e , t h e p u t t i n g f o r t h o f t h e fi n g e r , a n d s p e a k i n g w i c k e d l y : "

A f o u r t h p r o m i s e t o t h o s e w h o c o n f o r m t o G o d ' s w i l l i s a n s w e r e d
prayer. Compare Isa iah 1:15; 65:24; Psalm 50:14,15; 66:18,19.

The second par t o f th is verse, which is d i rect ly connected wi th
verse 10, further describes the nature of godliness, as freedom (1)
from the eppression of others, (2) from the att i tude of scorn and con-^
teir5)t towards them, and (3) from wicked conversation.

10. "And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the
a f fl i c t e d s o u l ; t h e n s h a l l t h y l i g h t r i s e i n d a r k n e s s , a n d t h i n e
s c u r i t y b e a s t h e n o o n d a y . "

Some th ink the fi rs t c lause re fe rs on ly to the ac t o f char i t y -
"Bestow on the himgry that which thy soul desireth" (American Revised
Version margin). Others, like Calvin, thipk it refers to the disposi
t i o n o f l o v e t o t h e n e e d y .

"We should observe the two parts, of this duty ^ich the Prophet
has expressly described; for in the first place, he recommends to us the
feeling of mercy and kindness; and in the second place, he exhorts us
to the work itself and the effect." Con^are Deuteronomy 15:7; 1 Corin
th ians 13 :3 ; and Iga iah 58 :7 ,8 .

3 . A l e x a n d e r .
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11 • "And Jehovah will guide thee continually. and satisfy thy soul
i n d r y p l a c e s , a n d m a k e s t r o n g t h y h o n e s ; a n d t h o u s h a l t h e l i k e a w a t e r e d
garden, and l ike a spr ing of water, whose waters fa i l notT^

B l e s s i n g s p r o m i s e d t o t h e g o d l y a r e f u r t h e r d e s c r i b e d ; - c o n t i n u a l
gu idance , sa t i s fac t i on , s t reng th , abundan t and neve r - fa i l i ng re f reshmen t ,
s u g g e s t i v e o f h a p p i n e s s a n d f r u i t f u l n e s s .

12. "And they that shall he of thee shall build the old waste places:
t h o u S h a l t r a i s e u p t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f m a n y g e n e r a t i o n s ; a n d t h o u s h a l t
h e c a l l e d T h e r e p a i r e r o f t h e b r e a c h . T h e r e s t o r e r o f p a t h s t o d w e l l i n . "

T h i s p r o p h e c y e v i d e n t l y h a s i n v i e w t h e r e b u i l d i n g a n d r e s t o r a
t i o n o f J e r u s a l e m f o l l o w i n g t h e c a p t i v i t y i n B a b y l o n , b u t i t s s p i r i t u a l
appl icat ion to the bui ld ing of the Church is obvious. Compare Amos
9:11) and Acts 15:15-18.

13. "Jf thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy
p l e a s u r e o n m y h o l y d a y ; a n d c a l l t h e s a b b a t h a d e l i g h t , a n d t h e h o l y
o f J e h o v a h h o n o r a b l e ; a n d s h a l t h o n o r i t . n o t d o i n g t h i n e o w n w a y s .
n o r fi n d i n g t h i n e o w n p l e a s i i r e . n o r s p e a k i n g t h i n e o w n w o r d s ; "

In the foregoing verses love to man, or the second table of the
law is emphasized; in verses 13,14 love to God as enjoined in the
fi r s t t a b l e o f t h e l a w i s s t r e s s e d . I n t h e fi r s t o f t h e C h a p t e r i s g i v e n
the duty of works to others, in the second, of worship to God. Hol i
n e s s i n a l l m a n n e r o f l i v i n g c a l l s f o r t r u e s e l f - d e n i a l p a r t i c u l a r l y i n
t h e o b s e r v a n c e o f t h e S a b b a t h . I t c a l l s f o r a b s t i n A n c e f r o m w e e k - d a y
work and pleasure, and the recognition of the Sabbath as a happy day
and as God's holy day, and the actual giving to it, the honor belonging
to it as the day which God has sanctified (Genesis 2:3). This involves
the surrender of our own wpys, and will and words, that God may have
his own way in every sphere of our life. See Shorter Catechism, ques
t i o n 6 0 .

14. "^hen shal t thou del ight thvsel f in Jehovah; and 1 wi l l maka
t h e e r i d e u p o n t h e h i g h p l a c e s o f t h e e a r t h ; I 2 4 11 f a M J t h g e

the heri tage of Jacob thy father; for mouth of Jehovah ha^
s p o k e n i t . "

"Then" introduces the consequence of the condition introduced by
" i f " i n t h e f o r e g o i n g v e r s e . ^

Some of the glorious blessings of keeping the Sabbath holy are (1)
the happy privilege of communion with Jehovah, (2) trimphant possession
of the promised land, and (o) bountiful prosperity therein as heirs of

^The last clause en̂ jhasizes the divine authority behind these words,
confirming the certainty of the fulfillment of the promises.
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l e S i n P r o b l e m a n d i t s S o l u t i o n
C h a p t e r 5 9

T h e m o v e m e n t o f t h i s c h a p t e r m a y h e s i n g l y s t a t e d a s f o l l o w s s
(1) A resume of the chapter, verses 1,2; (2) A "roll of sins" of the
people, verses 3-8; (3) Repentant Israel (9-15h); (4) Redemption (15b-^l)

S t a t e d i n o t h e r w o r d s t h e C h a p t e r s e t s f o r t h s
( 1 ) T h e e v i d e n c e o f s i n , s u c h a s m u r d e r f a l s e h o o d , i n j u s t i c e , v i o l e n c e .
( 2 ) T h e e f f e c t o f s i n - I t d i v i d e s , d e fi l e s , d a r k e n s , d e a d e n s .
( 3 ) T h e e x t e n t o f s i n - I t i s f o u n d i n t h e h e a r t , l i p s , t o n g u e , h a n d s ,

fi n g e r s , f e e t - t h o u g h t s , w o r d s , a n d a c t i o n s .
( 4 ) T h e e s c a p e f r o m s i n . J e h o v a h i s m i g h t y t o s a v e . H e n o t o n l y

i n fl i c t s v e n g e a n c e u p o n h i s a d v e r s a r i e s , b u t b r i n g s s a l v a t i o n t o t h e
penitent, "And a Redeemer wi l l come to Zion, and unto them that turn
f rom t ransgress ion in Jacob, sa i th Jehovah." (verse 20) .

A Redeemer will come, and the Spirit of God and his word to be
w i t h h i s c h i l d r e n f o r e v e r . T h i s c l i m a x t o t h e C h a p t e r b r i n g s a g l o r i o u s
gospe l t o t he l os t s i nne r.

5 9 : 1 . " B e h o l d . J e h o v a h ' s h a n d i s n o t s h o r t e n e d , t h a t i t c a n n o t s a v e ;
n e i t h e r h i s e a r h e a v y , t h a t i t c a n n o t h e a r s "

It is neither inabil i ty nor indifference on the part of Jehovah.
He is all-powerful, able to save, (Revelation 19s6; Hebrews 7s25). He
is able to hear the petitions of His people and longs to deliver and
save. (Psalm 50:15; Isaiah 65;2lf; II Peter 3:9). Compare Isaiah 50:2.

2. "But your iniquities have separated between you and your
and your sins have hid his face from you. ^ that he will not hear.

The real hindrance to their salvation is their own iniquities.
The sinner has himself to blame, not God. Iniquities are as a dividing-
wall between him and God. Sins "have been separating" is a literal
translation, suggesjjive of the history of the work of the flesh. Con
trast Acts 2:1. "And 'sdien the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled
which gives in a line the history of the work of the Spirit.

The hidden face of Jehovah suggests the withdrawal of his presence
and favor. You cannot gain an audience before the King because of
your sins. See Isaiah 1:15; Psalm 66:18.

s "Wot. vour hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers ^:th ^
inif̂ nltv;T5ur lips have spoken Ides, your tongue muttereth wickedness.

Following verses 1,2 give a kind of preview of the chapter,there is exhibited in detail (verses 3-8) mMy of the specific sins of
the people. In this verse are mentioned both sins of action and ofword! C^̂ arrisaiah 1:15; 59:13. Sin not only ̂ vldes (verse 2),
but also defiles (verse 3). See II Corinthians 7:1.

4. "Hone sueth in righteousness, and no|^ £l|iadg|h in
trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and ^ring
f o r t h i n i q u i t y . "
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T h i s v e r s © e v i d e n t l y r e f e r s t o s i n , p r a c t i c e d I n j u d i c i a l l i f e o r
l e g a l p r o c e d u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e s i n o f f a l s e h o o d , a d i r e c t v i o l a t i o n o f
t h e n i n t h c o m m a n d m e n t .

T h e s e c o n d p a r t o f t h e v e r s e h a d a s t r i k i n g m e t a p h o r . " T h u s h e s a y s
t h a t t h e w i c k e d , w h i l e t h e y I n w a r d l y c o n t r i v e t h e i r c r i m e s , m a y b e s a i d
t o b e p r e g n a n t t i l l t h e y b r i n g f o r t h I n d u e t i m e ; t h a t I s , ^ e n t h e y h a v e
found occasions and opportunities."^ Compare verse 13 amd James 1:15.

5 . " T h e y h a t c h a d d e r s * e g g s , a n d w e a v e t h e s p i d e r ' s w e b ; h e t h a t
e a t e t h o f t h e i r e g g s d l e t h ; a n d t h a t w h i c h I s c r u s h e d b r e a k e t h o u t I n t o

T h i s fi r s t fi g u r e s e t s f o r t h t h e p e r n i c i o u s , p o i s o n o u s c h a r a c t e r o f
s in . "Noth ing can more forc ib ly descr ibe the wicked character and
plans of sL nners than the language here used. Plans that are as pernicious
loathsome, and hateful as the poisonous serpents that spread death and
rSln and alarm everywhere."^ See Chapter 14:29.

"The figure of the spider's web Is added to express the Idea both
of hurtfulness and futility?^(See Job 8:14) ."

6. "Their webs shal l not become garments, nei ther shal l they
cover themselves wi th the i r works: the i r works are works o f ln lau l t : t .
and the act of violence Is in their handsT"

The point of comparison In this figure, according to Delltzsch,
"Is the nothingness and deceltfulness of their works; ^at they weave
and work serves no man for a covering; It has but the appearance of
utility; their works are wicked works, and their actions are aimed at
Injuring their neighbor. In his rights and property.

7. "Their feet runto evil, and they make haste to shed Imocenb
blood; their thoughts are thou^ts of Iniquity; desolation and
t r u c t l o n a r e i n t h e i r p a t h s . "

Here Is a further statement of their wicked actions,
are so eager to perform, their iniquitous thou^ts,iSee Mark '̂21,22);and the effect of such a course of wickedness. Paul must have had this
passage before him when he wrote his description of universal sin in
Romans 3 :15-17.

8. "The 2SI, 2£ peace thev know not; and ffiere is aa ̂ ustiqe^n
their goings; thev have made them crooked paths; ijdioaoever goeth therq-
In doth not know peace."

"The obvious and simple meaning Is, that their lives are not
pacific but contentious." See Psalm Io9s2o,24.

0 i n s t i c e f a r f r o m u s , n e i t h e r r i g h t e o u s n e s so . a r t ! ^ e d a r k n e s s - , f o r b r i g h t n e s s .
but we "walk in obscurity."

1 . J o h n C a l v i n .
2 . B a r n e s .
3 . A l e x a n d e r .
4 . I b i d .
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A3 the foregoing veraeafexpose. the sins of Israel, so tMs and
s u c c e e d i n g v e r s e s c o n f e s s t h e w i c k e d n e s s o f t h e n a t i o n . \In this verse 'justice' and 'righteousness' are eumidui'ud\by
Skinner as "synonyms for salvation, right manifested by a judicial
i n t e r p o s i t i o n o f J e h o v a h . "

The last part of the verse reveals a state of disappointment, eud
adve rs i t y, r a t he r t han p rospe r i t y on t he pa r t o f I s rae l .

1 0 , " W e g r o p e f o r t h e w a l l l i k e t h e b l i n d : y e a , w e
t h a t h a v e n o e y e s ; w e s t u m b l e a t n o o n d a y a s i n t h e t w i ]
t h e m t h a t a r e l u s t y w e a r e a s d e a d m e n . "

a s t h e :
a m o n i

B y v i v i d fi g u r e s t h e e f f e c t o f s i n i s h e r e e x h i b i t e d . J e r e m i a h
1 3 : 1 6 ; I J o h n 2 : 1 1 ; L a m . 3 : 6 . S i n m a k e s o n e l i k e a b l i n d m a n . N o t e
the e f f ec t o f s i n upon the Jew ish race . I I Co r i n th i ans 3 :15 . The on l y
key to the i r unders tand ing o f the i r own Scr ip tu res i s the i r see ing
J e s u s a s t h e M e s s i a h t h r o u g h t h e H o l y S p i r i t o p e n i n g t h e i r b l i n d e d
eyes. Sin makes one as a dead man. See JSphesians 2:1^ and 5:14.

1 1 . " W e r o a r a l l l i k e b e a r s , a n d m o a n s o r e l i k e d o v e s : w e l o o k
f o r . j u s t i c e , b u t t h e r e i s n o n e : f o r s a l v a t i o n , b u t i t i s f a r o f f f r o m
u s . "

T h i s v e r s e s u g g e s t s a m u r m u r i n g , m o u r n i n g m e l a n c h o l y a t t i t u d e
o n t h e p a r t o f t h e p e o p l e i n v i e w o f t h e d i s a p p o i n t m e n t o f t h e i r h o p e s .
Compare verse 9 , 14 .

1 2 . " P q £ o u r t r a n s g r e s s i o n s a r e m u l t i p l i e d b e f o r e t h e e , a n d o u r
s i n s t e s t i f y a g a i n s t u s ; f o r o u r t r a n s g r e s s i o n s a r e w i t h u s . a n d a s ,
f o r o u r i n i q u i t i e s , w e k n o w t h e m : "

Here comes the confession of penitent Israel, reminding us~of>
Danl ie iL 's peni tent prayer for h is people (Daniel 9:5-8). Their many
s i n s a r e k n o w n o f G o d ; t h e s e s i n s t e s t i f y a g a i n s t t h e p e o p l e w h o a r e
c o n s c i o u s o f t h e m a n d k n o w t h e m .

1 3 . " T r a n s g r e s s i n g a n d d e n y i n g J e h o v a h , a n d t u r n i n g a w a y f r o m f o l
lowing our God, speaking oppression and revol t , conceiv ing and ut ter
i n g f r o m t h e h e a r W o r d s o f f a l s e h o o d . "

Here is a strong summary statement or confession of sins of thought,
word, and deed. See Acts 5:3,4 for an illustration of this verse.

14. "And just ice is turned away backward, and r ighteousness standeth
afar o ff ; fo r t ru th is la l len in t^ s t reet , and upr i^ tness cannot
e n t e r . "

"After the confession of personal sins there follows acknowledge
ment o f the s in fu l s ta te o f soc ie ty. . .Jus t ice has been fo rced back f rom
the position it ought to occupy, and righteousness is obliged to look
from afar at the unrighteous dealing, without being able to intervene
and redress what is wrong.. .Beeausd there is no truth and honesty
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among the people."®
1 5 . " Ye a , t r u t h I s l a c k i n g ; a n d h e t h a t d e p a r t e t h f r o m e v i l m a k e t h

h i m s e l f a p r e y . • A n d J e h o v a h a a a y i t . a n d i t d i s p l e a s e d h i m t h a t t h e r e
w a s n o . l u s t i c e . "

T h e s i n o f f a l s e h o o d i s r e p e a t e d l y m e n t i o n e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r a s
a n o u t s t a n d i n g s i n o f I s r a e l . T h e s t a t e o f s o c i e t y i s s u c h t h a t t h e
g o d l y m a n i s e x p o s e d t o t h e p r e y o f t h e e v i l . J e h o v a h , t a k e s n o t i c e o f
such a cond i t ion and " i t was ev i l in H is eyes" . Verses l -15a s ta te
the s in prob lem, descr ib ing the "estate of s in and misery" . Prom verse
15b to the end of the chapter we see the purpose of Jehovah **to bring
them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer."®

1 6 . " A n d h e s a w t h a t t h e r e w a s n o m a n , a n d w o n d e r e d t h a t t h e r e
w a s n o i n t e r c e s s o r s t h e r e f o r e h i s o w n a r m b r o u g h t s a l v a t i o n u n t o h i m :
a n d h i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s , i t u p h e l d h i m . "

%

God not only saw man r&foied in sin^ and it displeased him (verse
15), but he also saw that there was no man, and wondered that there
was none, to intei*pose to redeem or save him, therefore He exercised
his own power and brought salvation by a Redeemer. Christ did what ho
m e r e m a n c o u l d d o . " H e r e a m d e n o t e s p o w e r a n d s t r e n g t h , a n d r i ^ t e o u s -
ness denotes the integr i ty y iAi lch he displays in procur ing the salva
tion of his people, when he is their protector, and delivers them from
destruction."^ Note the idea in Scripture of God looking for a man.
Genesis 3:9; Isaiah 59:16; 63:5; Ezekiel 22:30. "Behold, themani"
( J o h n 1 9 : 5 ) ; I T i m o t h y 2 : 5 , 6 .

17. "And he put on rigditeousness as a bre^tplate. and a helmet ^
salvation upon his head: and he put on gaments of vengeance fpy clot];;ii3:^
and was clad with zeal as a mantle."

"The meaning of the verse amounts to this, that God is in want of
nothing for discomfiting his enemies and gaining the victory; be
cause from his righteousness, power, and grace, and from his Jgdent
love of his people, he will make for himself complete armour."
pare Isaiah 1:27 and notes, and the "amor of God in E^ihesians 6:10-20.

t o t h e i r d e e d s , a c c o r d i n g l y h e w i l l w r a t h

to hi .«=t adversaries, recdmpense to his enemies; t^ t^ islands. ^
repay recompense . "

"Vengeance belongeth unto me; l will recompense, saith the Lord."
(Romans 12:190^. Clad in his whole amour he will exercise Judgment
upon his enemies wherever found. Nahum 1:2. * According to their deedsis a principle of judgment repeatedly found in the scriptures.
Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:6; Revelation 20:12,13.

5 . D e l .
6. Shorter Catechism, Question 20
7 . J o h n C a l v i n .
8 . i b i d .
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1 9 . " S o s h a l l t h e y f e a r t h e n a m e o f J e h o v a h f r o m t h e w e s t , a n d h i s
glory fr(an the rising of the sun; for h^ wil l come as a xnishing stream.
w h i c h t h e b r e a t h o f J e h o v a h d r i v e t h . "

T h i s v e r s e h a s g i v e n r - l a e , o o a n u m b e r o f d i f f e r e n t i n t e i ^ r e t a t i o n s .
Calvin says, " I t is oncertain whether he means the conversion of the
G e n t i l e s , o r t h e t e r r o r w i t h w h i c h G o d d i s m a y s h i s e n e m i e s . F o r m y
o w n p a r t , I a m m o r e i n c l i n e d t o t h e f o r m e r o p i n i o n , t h a t , e v e n t o t h e
u t m o s t b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e e a r t h , t h e n a m e o f G o d s h a l l b e r e v e r e d a n d
h o n o r e d , s o t h a t t h e G e n t i l e s s h a l l n o t o n l y t r e m b l e , b u t s h a l l s e r v e
and adore him with true repentance."

"On the whole", says Alexander, "the meaning of the verse appears
t o b e , t h a t t h e e n d s o f t h e e a r t h s h a l l s e e a n d f e a r t h e n a m e a n d g l o r y
o f J e h o v a h , b e c a u s e w h e n h e a p p r o a c h e s a s t h e i r e n e m y, i t w i l l b e l i k e
a n o v e r fl o w i n g s t r e a m ( C h a p t e r 8 : 7 , 8 ; 2 8 : 1 5 ) , i n w h i c h h i s S p i r i t
bea rs a lo f t t he banner o f t he s igna l o f v i c to ry. "

Compare Cthapter 11:9-16; 24:14-16; 49:12; Psalm 22:27; Zephaniah
3:8,9; Malachi 1:11; Revelationjll: 15; 17:14; Zechariah 4:6.

2 0 . " A n d a R e d e e m e r w i l l c o m e t o Z i o n . a n d u n t o t h e m t h a t t u 3 ? n
f rom t ransgress ion in Jacob, sa i th Jehovah."

Here is a clear and definite prophecy of the coming of the Re
deemer who is the glory of the Church, and the hope of a lost world.
Redemption and reoentance are big themes of this verse. Paul quotes
this verse applying it directly to Christ. Compare Paul's message on
repentance in Acts 26:20, and his gem on grace and godliness in Titus
2 : 1 1 - 1 4 . ' H a - V k o O A 9 ^ ^ 4 A U ! ."Ho. n

21. -"And as for me. this is my /^venant with them, saith Jehovah:
my Spirit that is upon thee, and my/words which I have put in thy mouth,
shall not depart out of thy mouth'wnor out the mouth gt thy seed's
seed, saith Jehovah, from hencefoiu^i and forever."

A renewed covenant is here established. Note the parties and the
provisions. On the Godward side there is the God of the covenant empha
sized, the God of Noah (Genesis 9:9), and of Abraham (Genesis l^:^).
on the manward side the party is "them", evidently referring to th^
that turn from transgression" (verse 20); again this party is direc^y
addressed as "thee", meaning the Church with Christ as its head. The
covenant is with Christ, and with them only as united to (Hebrews
2*13)." Included in the covenant are all true believers and tha r
children. The provisions are that the Spirit of God
to be with them forever. Sei61:1-3; Jobn 1:33; 3:34; 4:14; 7:39; 17:8;^ ̂ °̂ "Israel, as well as the Messiah, and in due dependence on him,was
to be the light of the Gentiles, the reclaimer of apostate nations, ^d
in this high mission and vocation was to be sustainedthe never-failing presence of the Holy Spirit, as the author and the
finisher of aH revelat ion."-^ '- '

9 . P a u s s e t
1 0 . A l e x a n d e r .



-"s C\ [71— • t s y n - 5 2 9

C h a p t e r 6 0

As has a l ready been sugges ted , chap te r 58 t e l l s us ^ i d i a t mus t be ,
• c h a p t e r 5 9 w h a t I s , a n d c h a p t e r 6 0 w h a t w i l l b e , ) o r t h e i d e a l , t h e
r e a l a n d t h e i d e a l r e a l i z e d . ^

The thought of this chapter is very closely interwov^ through
a l l t h e p a r a g r a p h s . T h e m o v e m e n t o f t h e c h a p t e r m a y b e s w d i e d a s
f o l l ows : ( 1 ) The ca l l t o Z i on , t he cen te r o f l i gh t , t o a r i se and
sh ine . (2 ) The ch i ld ren o f Z ion coming to th is l igh t . (3 ) The conse
crat ion of their l i fe , possession and power. (4) The consummation -
the g lor ious change in Z ion. In other words the chapter presents (1)
The dawning of thejtight (2) The drawing of the light, (3) The dedication
t o t h e l i g h t , ( 4 ) T h e d e l i s t o f t h e u n e n d i n g p e r f e c t d a y.

1 . " A r i s e , s h i n e ; f o r t h y - l i g h t i s c o m e , a n d t h e g l o r v o f J e
h o v a h i s r i s e n u p o n t h e e . "

X "The glory of Jehovah is his manifested presence, wi th al lusion
t o t h e c l o u d y p i l l a r a n d t h e S h e c h i n a h . U p o n t h e e r e p r e s e n t s J e r u s a
l e m a s e x p o s e d a n d s u b j e c t e d t o t h e f u l l b l a z e o f t h i s r i ^ n g l i g h t .
L i g h t , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e l i g h t i m p a r t e d b y t h e d i v i n e p r e s e n c e , i s
a common figure fo r p rosper i t y, bo th tempora l and sp i r i t ua l " . I n John
1 2 : 4 1 a r e t h e s e w o r d s : " T h e s e t h i n g s s a i d I s a i a h b e c a u s e h e s a y h i s
g lory ; and he spake of h im". Malachl sa id , "But unto you that fear
my name shal l the sun of r ighteousness ar ise wi th heal ing in i ts wings."
( M a l a c h i 4 : 2 a ) " A g a i n t h e r e f o r e J e s u s s p a k e i m t o t h e m , s a y i n g , I a m
the l i gh t o f the wor ld : he tha t fo l l owe th me sha l l no t wa lk i n da rk
ness, but shall have the light of life." (John 8:12). See also Matthew
5:16^ and Ephesians 5:14.

2 . " F o r , b e h o l d . - d a r k n e s s s h a l l c o v e r t h e e a r t h , a n d g r o s s d a r k
n e s s t h e p e o p l e s : b u t J e h o v a h w i l l a r i s e u p o n t h e e , a n d h i s g l o r y
s h a l l b e s e e n u p o n t h e e . "

There is here seen jn/vision the whole world lost in the darkness
of sin. Such darkness was sften by Paul at Athens^ (Acts 17:23) and des
cr ibed by in Ramans 1 :21-32. He was ca l led to be a messenger o f
ligbt into such darkness (Acts 26:18). In view of this state of
darkness l ight and g lory are a lso seen in th is v is ion. See John 1:
14,18; and II Corinthians 4:4-6. "The perfection of the glory promised
t o t h e c h u r c h i s n o t t o a r i s e f r o m i t s c o n t r a s t w i t h t h e d a r k n e s s o f
t h e w o r l d a r o u n d i t , b u t f r o m t h e d i f f u s i o n o f i t s l i g h t u n t i l t h e
darkness d isappears." This is expressed in such miss ionary hymns as,
"The morning light is breaking, the darkness disappears", and the re
frain, "For the darkness shall turn to the dawning". Such a passage
as this gives encouragement today to the hope that "it will be day
break soon." "The darkness of night now l ies over the whole world, but

1 . A l e x a n d e r .
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Zion is the point in the east at which this sun of suhs arisQS"
Church possesses the only light to dispel the world's darkness.

3 . " A r i d n a t i o n s s h a l l c o m e t o t h y
n e s s o f t h y r i s i n g . "

t o t h e

The Oflwning power o f th is supernatura l l igh t is unpara l le led. Psa lm
72s 11. Jesus said, "/^nd I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto myself". (John 12s32).

A l e x a n d e r ^ t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h i s v e r s e i s " A n d n a t i o n s s h a l l w a l k
i n t h y l i g h t , a n d k i n g s i n t h e b r i g h tn e s s o f t h y r i s i n g " . Th u s h e
p u t s t h e e m p h a s i s u p o n t h e d i f f u s i o n o r r a d i a t i o n o f t h i s l i g h t r a t h e r
t h a n u p o n i t s p o w e r o f a t t r a c t i o n , w h i c h i s a p r e v a l e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

4 . ' - L i f t u p t h i n e e v e s r o u n d a b o u t , a n d s e e s t h e y a l l g a t h e r t h e m
s e l v e s t o g e t h e r , t h e y c o m e t o t h e e ; t h y s o n s s h a l l c o m e f r o m f a r , a n d
t h y d a u g h t e r s s h a l l b e c a r r i e d i n t h e a m s . "

L o o k a l l a r o u n d a t t h e g a t h e r i n g t o g e t h e r a n d t h e c o m i n g , s o m e
f r o m f a r d i s t a n t p l a c e s o f t h e c h i l d r e n o f 2 l o n , t o t h e c e n t e r o f l i ^ t .
C o m p a r e t h i s m i s s i o n a r y p a s s a g e w i t h P s a l m 2 2 s 2 7 - 3 1 w h i c h s e t s f o r t h
t h e t u r n i n g t o J e h o v a h o f a l l p l a c e s , a l l r a c e s , a l l c l a s s e s , a n d a l l
a g e s o r g e n e r a t i o n s .

5 . " T h e n t h o u s h a l t s e e a n d b e r a d i a n t , a n d t h v h e a r t s h a l l t h r i l l
a n d b e e n l a r g e d : b e c a u s e t h e a b u n d a n c e o f t h e s e a s h a l l b e t u r n e d

u n t o t h e e , t h e w e a l t h o f t h e n a t i o n s s h a l l c o m e u n t o t h e e .

The coming of the nations, and the consecrat ion of their weei l th
to the serv ice of the Church, wi l l make a glor ious impression
upon Zion. Compare Hosea Is10,11; 3s5; Acts lQs45; lis17,18; Isaiah
24814,15. "Moreover, the impression produced this complete change
wil l thus be so overpowering that the heart of i i» ion trembles, but yet
so elevating that the heart which has hitherto been oppressed now heaves
for joy."^

6. "The mult i tude of camels shal l cover thee, the dromedaries pf
Midi an and Euhah: all they from Sheba shall come; they shall bring
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praises of Jehovah.

Midia^, Ephah, and Sheba are all mentioned in Genesis 25j1-4
among the descendents of Abraham by Bpturah. These trading cowries
of the East land shall bring their tribute to Zion. Compare the visit
of the queen of Sheba (I Kings 10s2), the prophecies of Psalm 72sl0
and 15; and the visit of the Magi to Bethlehem (Matthew 2 s 11).

Note the significance of the literal translation of thfe last
clause "and shall bring good tidings of the praises of Jehovah.

7. "All the flocks of Kedar shall M fathered together -onto
the rams ^N^ioth shal l minister unto thee; they sbal l with
I^e^^c~on mine altar: and I will glorify t^ house of my iiory.

2 . D e l .
3 . i b i d .
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Not only the trading nations would give willingly of their wealth
to the service of the Church but also these nomad«tribes, even the des
cendants of Ishmael. The offerings from suc|i Gentiles as these Arabians
will be accepted of God. Th© temple is a house of prayer for all
nations (Isaieh 56:7). "He will make its internal glory like the ex
ternal, by adorning it with the gifts brought in homage by the world
o f c o n v e r t e d G e n t i l e s . " ^

Compare Job 42:8; Romans 12:1; 15:16; Hebrews 13:10,15,16.
8. "Who are these that fly ae & cloud, and as the doves to their

w i n d o w s ? "

Prom the land-view of verses 6,7, there comes in verses 8,9 the
sea-view. "The ships expressly mentioned in the next verse are here
described in their first appearance at a distance, resembling with their
outspread sails and rapid course a fleecy, cloud driven by the wind, and
a fl igh t o f doves re tu rn ing to the i r young .

See Isaiah 45:22; Luke 13:29; Revelat ion 7:9.

9. "Surely the isles shall wait for me^ and the shins of Tarshish
£ i £ s t , t o b r i n g t h y s o n s f r o m f a r, t h e i r s i l v e r a n d t h e i r g o l d w i t h
t h e m , f o r t h e n a m e o f J e h o v a h t h y G n d . a n d f o r t h e H o l y O n e o f I s r a e l ,
b e c a u s e h e h a t h g l o r i fi e d t h e e . "

T h e d i s t a n t 3 a n d s s h a l l d e s i r e o r d e p e n d u p o n J e h o v a h , P s a l m 7 2 :
10. For "ships of Tarshish" see Isaiah 2:16 with notes, also I Kings
1 0 : 2 2 ; 2 2 : 4 8 . S u c h g r e a t m e r c h a n t - s h i p s w i l l b e u s e d t o t h e g l o i y o f
G o d i n b r i n g i n g t h e s o n s o f Z i o n , a n d t h e i r w e a l t h i n t o Z i o n , t h e
c e n t e r l i g h t f o r t h e n a t i o n s .

C o m p a r e t h e l a s t c l a u s e o f t h i s v e r s e w i t h I s a i a h 5 5 : 5 .

1 0 . " A n d f o r e i g n e r s s h a l l b u i l d u p t h y w a l l s . a n d t h e i r k i n g s
s h a l l m i n i s t e r u n t o t h e e : f o r i n m y w r a t h I s m o t e t h e e , b u t i n m y
f a v o r h a v e I h a d m e r c y o n t h e e . "

T h e p a r t t h a t G e n t i l e s a n d t h e i r k i n g s w o u l d h a v e i n t h e b u i l d
ing and service of the church is here indicated, for unto them^too^God
w o u l d g r a n t m e r c y. C o m p a r e t h e l a s t p a r t o f t h i s v e r s e w i t h I s a i a h
12:1^ and 54:7,8 and notes on these verses. Also see Psahn 30:5.

11. "Thy gates a lso shal l b^ open cont inual ly ; they shal l not be
shut day nor might: that men may bring unto thee the wealth of the
n a t i o n s , a n d t h e i r k i n g s l e d c a p t i v e . "

T h e i d e a o f t h e c o n t i n u a l w e l c o m e o f t h e U h u r c h t o t h e d i s
ciples of all nations with their offerings is here presented, perhaps
too, the thought of the safety in the church - no fear of leaving the
gates open day nor night. Con^are this passage v/ith the picture of the
Holy City in Revelation 21:24-26. See also Isaiah 26:2; I Corinthians
16:9 ; Acts 14:27; Reve la t ion 3 :8 .

4 . D e l .



' K f U U * " 3 3 2

\

The 3astgpart of the verse may mean eithet that the kings'm'ay be
brought "as willing captives to the truth; or if not willingly, be
brought by judgment t® submit to Israel (verses 12,14)."^ Some are Tedin triumph in Christ. (II ^rinthians 2sl4). Others refusing to sub
mit and serve the true Israel of God, or the Gh\irch\must perish, as
t h e n e x t v e r s e c S k e c l a r e s . • . •

12. "For that nat ion and k ingdom that wi l l not serve thee shal l
perish; yea, those nations shall be jitterly .wasted."

Such is the purport of Daniel's prophecy (Daniel 2:35, 44, .45)
and Psalm 9;17. This prophecy has been repeatedly fulfilled in'the his
tory of the nat ions, and gives reassurance to the Church today that *
r igh teousness w i l l p reva i l and the fo rces o f ev i l w i l l be ;des t royed.
S e e R e v e l a t i o n 1 7 : 1 4 . * .

13. "The glory of Leb^on shall come unto thee, the fir-tree.
t h e p i n e , a n d t h e b o x - t r e e t o g e t h e r , t o b e a u t i f y t h e p l a c e o f m y s a n c
t u a r y : a n d I w i l l m a k e t h e p l a c e o f ^ f e e t g l o r i o u s . "

• ' * • •
The glory of Lebanon-was the cedar. ."And as 'the chqfce timber

o f L e b a n o n b e a u t i fi e d S o l o m o n ' s Te m p l e , t h a t f o o t s t o o l o f J e h o v a h ;
s o s h a l l t h e p e c u l i a r - a d v a n t a g e s o f e v e r y n a t i o n ^ a n d o f e v e r y d e s c r i p
tion of men, concur to beati^i'fy- the church of Christ, ijdiich He has
d e t e r m i h e d t o m a k e g l o r i o u s . " . . *

1 4 . " A n d t h e s o n s o f t h e m t j i a t a f fl i c t e d t h e e s h a l l c o m e b e n d i n g
u n t o t h e e : . a n d a l l t h e y t h a t d e s p i s e d t h e e s h a l l b o w t h e m s e l v e s d o w n a t
t h e s o l e s o f t h y f e e t ; a n d t h e y s h a l l c a l l t h e e T h e c i t y " o f J e h o v a h .
T h e Z i o n o f t h e H o l y O n e o f I s r a e l . " •

Those who persecu^d and despised th§ church will reyerence and
recogn ize the church as the d iv ine ' i ns t i tu t ion in ^ i ch the p resence
and power of J©hov"ah ^S^particularly manifested. Compare 'laaiafei 45:
1 4 y a n d 4 9 : 2 3 a n d n o t e s . * . • .

15. "yjhereas thou hast beten •.I'orsaken ̂ d hated, so that noNnah pas-
3edth'''*ough thee.. I, will make thee an etei'nal excellency. .a .1 oy of
m a n y g e n e r a t i o n s . " ^ ^ .

The glorious change to take place ih Zion is vividly se'b forth'^.by
the contrasts of this verse. Instead of being as a "deserted and des
pised city,it will become an everlasting glory and a delight of genera
t i o n a f t e r g e n e r a t i o n . « . * »

16. "Thou Shalt also suck the 'mi lk of the nat ions, and shalt
suck the breast of kings; and thou slialt know that..1, Jehovah, am thy .
Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the-Mighty One Jacob."

The Church is. to receive nourishment from the Gentiles. The
first part of this verse is similar in thought to Isaiah^49:23, and the.
second part, with change, in subject^ the same.as 49:26b: .

5 . P a u s s e t . * ' . .
6. Treasury of Scrip-l^ure Knowledge
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17. "For brass I will bring gold, and for Iron X will bring sil
v e r . a n d f o r w o o d b r a s s , a n d f o r s t o n e s I r o n . I w i l l a l s o m a k e t h y
o f fi c e r s p e a c e , a n d t h i n e e x a c t o r s r i g h t e o u s n e s s . "

T h e c h a n g e f o r t h e b e t t e r I n Z l o n I s h e r e I n d i c a t e d , a n d t h e
c h a r a c t e r o f t h e t r a n s f o r m e d g o v e r n m e n t . P e a c e a n d r i g h t e o u s n e s s w i l l
p r e v a i l I n t h e c i t y o f Z l o n . I s a i a h 2 8 4 ; 1 : 2 6 ; I I P e t e r 3 : 1 3 .

\

1 8 . " V i o l e n c e s h a l l n o m o r e b e h e a r d i n t h y l a n d , d e s o l a t i o n n o r
d e s t r u c t i o n w i t h i n t h y b o r d e r s ; b u t t h o u s h a l t c a l l t h v w a l l s . S a l v a
t i o n . a n d t h y g a t e s P r a i s e . "

1 / V h e r e p e a c e a n d r i g h t e o u s n e s s p r e v a i l v i o l e n c e , d e s o l a t i o n a n d
d e s t r u c t i o n w i l l n o t b e h e a r d . I s a i a h 11 : 9 ; P s a l m 7 2 : 3 - 7 .

" S h e h a s w a l l s ( v e r s e 1 0 ) , b u t I n r e a l i t y ' s a l v a t i o n * , t h e s a l
v a t i o n o f h e r G o d * I s t o h e r a n I m p r e g n a b l e f o r t i fi c a t i o n ; s h e h a s
g a t e s ( v e r s e 11 ) , b u t i n r e a l i t y a l l g a t e s , b l e t h e r f o r m a i n t a i n i n gher In safety or for adornment are for her rendered needless by the
praise with li^lch Jehovah has invested her."" See Isaiah 26:1; Re
v e l a t i o n 1 9 : 1 - 6 .

1 9 . " T h e s u n s h a l l b e n o m o r e t h y l i g h t b y d a y ; n e i t h e r f o r b r l g h i
n e s s s h a l l t h e m o o n g i v e l i g h t u n t o t h e e : b u t J e h o v a h w i l l b e u n t o
t h e e a n e v e r l a s t i n g l i g h t , a n d t h y G o d t h y g l o r y . "

"The t rue sense of the figures seems to be, that a l l natura l
sources of I l luminat ion shal l be swal lowed up In the c lear mani festa
tion of the presence, power, and will of God. With this verse compare
R e v e l a t i o n 2 1 : 2 3 ; 2 2 : 5 . " ° , ^

In Simeon's song of praise (Luke 2:29-32) he declared Jesus to be
"A. light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people
I s r a e l . "

20. "Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall thy moon with
draw Itself: for Jehovah will be thine everlasting light, and days
of thy mourning shall be endedT^

"Hot only perfect government, and perfect glory, but also perfect
gladness"^shall characterize the church triumphant. There will be
t h e d e l i g h t o f t h e u n e n d i n g p e r f e c t d a y . , ^ 4 . ^

We point directly to the Apocalypse of John to complete the ex
position of this passage. "For the glory of God did lighten it, ^d
the lamp thereof Is the Lamb." "For the Lord God shall give th^ Ixght
a n d t h e y s h a l l r e i g n f o r e v e r a n d e v e r . " R e v e l a t i o n •

"The last words of this verse furnish a key to the whole des-^
crlptlon by Identifying joy with light, and grief with darkness.

7 . D e l -
8 . A l e x a n d e r .
9 . Campbe l l Morgan .

1 0 . A l e x a n d e r .
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2 1 . S b Z p e o p l e a l s o s h a l l M a l l r l ^ t e o u s : t h e y s h a l l i n h e r i t
1 ^ ^ f o r e v e r * t h e b r a n c h o f m y n l a n t i n K , t h e w o r k o f m y h a n d s .

t h a t I m a z g l o r i fi e d . "

Added to the del ight of the unending perfect day wi l l be (1) the
ever las t ing r igh teousness o f the peop le o f God, ( Isa iah 4 :2 -4 ; I I Pe te r
3:13; Revelation 21:27). "They shall be al l r ighteous, that is,
they shall be entirely righteous; as there shall be none corrupt among
them, so there sha l l be no cor rup t ion in them; the sp i r i t s o f jus t
m a n s h a l l t h e r e b e m a d e p e r f e c t . ( 2 ) T h e r e w i l l b e t h e e n j o y m e n t
o f a n e t e r n a l i n h e r i t a n c e . ( M a t t h e w 5 : 5 ; R e v e l a t i o n 2 1 : 7 ) . A l l t h i s
wi l l reveal in the ages to come " the exceeding r iches of h is grace,"
f o r b a c k o f i t a l l i s G o d ' s p l a n t i n g a n d G o d ' s w o r k ( I s a i a h 2 9 : 2 3 ;
61:3; Ephesians 2:10) for the grand end and purpose that God may be
glor ified. ( Isaiah 44:23; Ephesians 1:6,12;" 2:7).

22* "The little one shall become a thousand, and the small one
a s t r o n g n a t i o n : I J e h o v a h , w i l l h a s t e n i t i n i t s t i m e . "

T h © m u l t i p l i e d g r o w t h o f t h e c h u r c h i s h e r e p r o m i s e d a n d a s s u r e d ,
f o r t h e p o w e r , p u i ^ o s e a n d p l a n o f J e h o v a h a r e b e h i n d i t . S e e A c t s
2 : 4 1 ; 5 : 1 4 ; R e v e l a t i o n 7 : 9 .

"The Jerusalem or Zion of th is passage", says Alexander, " is not
t h e p r i m i t i v e o r a p o s t o l i c c h u r c h , t o w h i c h t h e d e s c r i p t i o n i s i n
m a n y p o i n t s i n a p p l i c a b l e ; w h e r e a s i t i s p e r f e c t l y a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h e
U e w J e r u s a l e i i i , t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h , n o t a s i t w a s , o r i s o r w i l l b e
a t a n y p e r i o d o f i t s h i s t o r y e x c l u s i v e l y , b u t v i e w e d i n r e f e r e n c e
t o t h e w h o l e c o u r s e o f t h a t h i s t o r y, a n d i n c o n t r a s t w i t h t h e m a n y
d i s a d v a n t a g e s a n d h a r d s h i p s o f t h e o l d e c o n o m y .

11 . Mat thew Henry
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Chap te r 61

The future glory of the church continues to be described, ,:J$S /
In this chapter are set forth (1) The matchless prophet of Zion - ja
t h e p r e a c h e r , h i s p e o p l e , a n d h i s c o m m i s s i o n ( v e r s e s 1 - 3 ) ,
(2) Some glorious promises to Zion - restoration, the service of « g*'
foreigners, honor, wealth, everlasting joy and everlasting covenant, ^ x**
blessing to seed (verses 4-9) (3) The joyful praise of Zion, its 4^^ Sc h a r a c t e r a n d i t s c a u s e s , ( v e r s e s 1 0 , 1 1 ) . |

1. "The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah Is upon me; because Jehovah J ] i
hath anointed me to preach good t idings unto the meek; he hath sent 3
me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives.j
a n d t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e p r i s o n t o t h e n t h a t a r e b o u n d : " 9

In regard to the person of the speaker Del i tzsch says, "Al lthat the person here speaking says of himself is again met with in the-^^W^
picture of the one unique Servant of Jehovah; he has been endowed J"®® J?
with the Spir i t of Jehovah (42:1); Jehovah has sent him, and with him
salt His Spirit (48:16); he has a tongue that has been taught of God, • 3^to assist with words him who is wearied (50:4); those ndio are almost ^ ^
despairing and destroyed he goes to spare and save, preserving the ; .J /
b roken reed and exp i r i ng w ickC42 :3 ) ; * to open b l i nd eyes , to l ead ^
prisoners out of the prison, those ^o are sitting in darkness out of ^the house of confinement,*- - that is what, above all, he has to do J ^
in word and deed for his people (42:7, 49:9)." According to Luke y j
4:16-22 when Jesusjbf Nazareth appeared and spoke in his home town he "J;® 'o
a p p l i e d t h e s e w o r d s d i r e c t l y t o h i m s e l f , ^This verse plainly tells of his endowment (Matthew 12:18; John ^ | y
3:34); his authority as the anointed one (I Kings 19:16; Leviticus tyj
8:12; I Kings 1:39; Acts 10:38); the people to whom he is to minister,"^ .t
namely "the meek", or "poor" (See Luke 4:26,27), those who are ^ -d
bruised, broken-hearted, in bondage, blinded; and his commission
with respect to these various classes. Compare II Corinthians 8:9; J
John 14:1; Romans 8:1; John 8:12; Romans 1:16.

2. *̂ to the year of Jehovah* s favor, and the day of yen-̂  ! ̂  s
g e a n c e o f o u r G o d : t o c o m f o r t a l l t h a t m o u r n ; " \

The description begun in the foregoing verse of the matchless yyT|
ministry is continued in this, and the following verse.

There may be an allusion here to the Year of Jubilee (Leviticus
25:9-13)» when debts were cancelled, inheritances restored, and slaves
set free. The year of Jehovah's favor, the acceptable year of the J 3 T"
Lord, has now come. See II Corinthians 6:2. All this good news isto be offered right now. The message is immec^ate and urgent. See ^

3. 'tto appoint unto them that mourn In Zion. ^ give un^ a
garland for ashes, t^ olJ, of joy for mourning. ^ garment pf praise
for the spirit of heaviness: that they m^ called trees of righteous-
xxess. plfiuiting of Jehovah. that he may be ^orified.
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The last clause of verse 2 is here expanded, A beautiful des
cription is given of Christ's ministry of comfort and consolation
and^the purpose of it. Compare the last part of the verse with
60:»fb and notes. "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; aid sa shall ye be my disciples." (John 15:8) Matthow H

Restoration is promised to Zion. Compare 49:8; 58:12 and notes.

5. "And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and foreigners
s h a l l b e y o u r p l o w m e n . . a n d y o u r v i n e d r e d s e r s . "

The thought of the service of foreigners to the church presented
in chapter 60 is fur ther expressed.

"The s imples t exp lanat ion o f the verse is tha t ^ ich unders tands
i t as desc r i p t i ve no t o f sub juga t i on bu t o f i n t ima te con junc t i on ,as
if he had said, those who are now strangers and foreigners shal l yet
be sharers in your dai ly occupat ions and int rusted wi th your dearest
i n t e r e s t s . B y s t r a n g e r s w e a r e t h e n t o u n d e r s t a n d n o t G e n t i l e s a s
o p p o s e d t o J e w s , b u t a l l w h o h a v e b e e n a l i e n s f r o m t h e c o v e n a n t o f
mercy and the church of God."***

6 . " B u t y e s h a l l b e n a m e d t h e p r i e s t s o f J e h o v a h : m e n s h a l l c a l l
y o u t h e m i n i s t e r s o f o u r G o d : y e s h a l l e a t t h e w e a l t h o f t h e n a t i o n s .
a n d i n t h e i r g l o r y s h a l l y e b o a s t y o u r s e l v e s . "

T h e fi r s t p a r t o f t h i s v e r s e t a k e s u p t h e i d e a l o f E x o d u s 1 9 : 6
g i v e n t o t h e I s r a e l o f G o d w h i c h i s e n l a r g e d u p o n i n t h e N e w Te s t a
m e n t a n d a p p l i e d t o t h e C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h . ; s e e a l s o R o m a n s 1 2 : 1 e n d
Revelation 1:6^ In such pFissng^s--a& I Peter 2:5,9; The second part
of the verse takes up the thought o f Isa iah 60:5-7;10,11,16, o f the
s e r v i c e o f t h e f o r e i g n e r t o t h e c h u r c h , a n d i t i s i l l u s t r a t e d a n d
i l l u m i n a t e d b y A c t s 11 : 2 8 - 3 0 , a n d R o m a n s 1 5 : 2 6 , 2 7 . A l e x a n d e r p o i n t s
o u t t h a t t h e t r u e a n t i t h e s i s o f t h e v e r s e i s : " Y e s h a l l b e t h e i r
p r i es t s , and t hey sha l l be you r pu rveyo rs ; you ^a l l supp l y t he i r
i^iritual wants, and they shall supply your temporal wants."

7 . " I n s t e a d o f y o u r ^ a m e y e s h a l l h a v e d o u b l e : a n d i n s t e a d o f
d i s h o n o r t h e y s h a l l r e i o i c e i n t h e i r p o r t i o n : t h e r e f o r e I q t h e i r l a n d
they shal l possess double; ever last ing iov shal l be unto them."

"As the miser ies o f the i r capt iv i ty were so great that in them
they are said to have received double for all their sins (chapter 40:
2), so the Joys of their return shall be so great that in them they ^all
rece i ve doub le f o r a l l t he i r shame, i he fo rmer i s app l i cab le t o t he
fu lness o f Chr i s t ' s sa t i s fac t i on , i n wh ich God rece ived doub le fo r a l l
our sins; the latter to the fulness of heaven's Joys, in which we
s h a l l r e c e i v e m o r e t h a n d o u b l e f o r a l l o u r s e r v i c e s a n d s u f f e r i n g s .
Job 's case i l l us t ra tes th is : when God tu rned aga in h is cap t i v i t y, he
gave him twice as much as he had before."^ Compare II Corinthians
4:17; Isa iah 60:19,20; Psalm 16:11.

1 . A l e x a n d e r .
2 . M a t t h e w H e n i y .



•JGpXIBXQXV *2

ASP'aOJ I'XTBAOXlGr OQ- 8Sp3«I<J I l̂ jilO f JO GSTlBO B SJ * SUOXaBUTI00S 0q TTTM q.T puB 'nojcnqo poxnGGpGJ 0qq. tij xmoqs 0q IIT^ JTIJO qq̂oj sSlSuTads oqa U" UMoqs 0T qBAÔGj? jo ̂0MOd. 0q̂  01?
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1 0 S a l v a t i o n a n d G l o r y o f Z l o n I n V i e w
CJhap te r 62

T h e t h o u g h t o f t h e y e a r o f J e h o v a h ' s f a v o r c o n t i n u e s o n i n t o t h i s
chapter, as there is brought in to v iew the salvat ion and g lory of Z io n,1, Verses 1-5 present a longing for, a loolsl^orward t6, and a Joyful^
l o v e f o r g l o r i fi e d Z f o n . I n o t h e r w o r d s : *

. T h e r e i s e : 3 q ) r e s s e d a d e s i r e f o r t h e g l o r y # f Z i o n , a r e a s s u r i n g
declaration concerning the future of Zion, and a dellghtj^n gion,

2, Verses b-8 declare that the watchman wfll proclaimj^ay^ and Je
hovah wi l l provide. V7e are to ld of the d iv inely appointed watchj? ien
o n t h e w a l l s o f Z i o n a n d t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n : a n d o f t h e o a t h - b o u n d p r o
mise of Jehovah p3^dging peace, prosperi ty, and praise in Zion.

3, Verses 10-12 present Z ion 's sa lvat ion as drawing near. In verse
10 preparation of the way is emphasized, in verse 11 the proclamation
of Jehovah, and in verse 12 the cons\mimatlon of Zion's redemption.
A good theme verse for the chajj^ter is Proverbs 4:18.

1. "For Zion's sake wil l I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalean's
sake I wi l l not rest , unt3»l her r ighteousness go for th as br ightness,
* 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * 1 ^ M M M M T A w i M 4 - > i Q + • V n i i w i a - h V * " *a n d h e r s a l v a t i o n a s a l a m p t h a t b u m e t h . '

Some interpreters consider the speaker ^to be^ the piiophet, some ♦
the Servant of Jehovah, and eome Jehovah himself.

The verse contains a purpose in behalgf of# Zion, a 'statemenl: of
the motive therefor, and of the restoration anticipated^ Compare
Psalm 122:6-9. Righteousness and salvation are characteristic words^
in Isaiah. Compare 1:26,27; 32:15-17; ^1:10^11 and notes pn these'
v e r s e s . . . •

• •
2. ''And the nations shan s^ th^^' righteousness. apj gll kl^s ^

thy gloryl~and .thou shalt be called by a new name, which .£h^ mouth o.f
J f t h o v a h s h a l l n a m e . " ' ^ a

The missionary view is characteristic of Isai^ah (See 49:6; 60: ^ .
1-3; etc.), and^f the whole Bible (See Acts 9:15; 26:23; Psalm 72:• .^ ' ̂ e change in nature calls «for a change in name. Compare the^
new n̂ ee TlIrsL 4'and 12, aleô enesis 32:28; Acts 11:26; Revelation
2 : 1 7 ; a n d 3 : 1 2 , • _ • . ' •

3. *'Thou an ba g crown of beauty tn t\ie band Jehovah,and ^ royal d: adpjn in the hand of thy God. ^ ^ .
Here is the second in the series of four "thou shalts" inconte^, ^ich emphasise the certainty^ ot Zion' .s 'Zion redeemed will, be beauteous and glorious b Jehovah. Oompafls

J e r e m i a h 1 3 : 1 1 ; L u k e 3 : 1 4 . •

4. "Thou ai-'alt no more M termed Forsaken; neither shall
anv more'biTeimed Desolate: but thou shalt be^ iSid Reiilah; for Jehovah delighteth in mee, and thy Iffid shall fea
m a r r i e d . "
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Hephzlbah means "thy delight is in herj! and Beulah means "mar
r i e d .

T h e s e n e w n a m e s s t r i k i n g l y e m p h a s i z e t h e r e l a t i o n o f J e h o v a h t o
2 i o n r e d e e m e d . S h e i s n o t o n l y t h e o b j e c t o f b e a u t y a n d g l o r y t o
him (verse 3)^ but also the object of his delist and love. See Zeph.
3 s l 7 ; H o s e a 2 : 1 9 , 2 0 ; E p h e s i a n s 5 : 2 5 - 2 7 ; R e v e l a t i o n 2 1 : 2 , 9 , 1 0 .

5 . " F o r a s ^ y o u n g m a n m a r r i e d a v i r g i n , s o s h a l l t h y s o n s m a r r y
t h e e : a n d a s t h e b r i d e g r o o m r e i o i c e t h o v e r t h e b r i d e . s o s h a l l t h y
G o d r e j o i c e o v e r t h e e . "

G o d i s t h e o n e H u s b a n d o f t h e c h u r c h ( I s a i a h 5 4 : 5 ) . " Ye t t h i s
d o e s n o t p r e v e n t t h e m e t a p h o r o f m a r r i a g e b e i n g e m p l o y e d t o d e s c r i b e
t h a t u n i t y o f f a i t h w h i c h a l l t h e c s h i l d r e n o f G o d h a v e v / i t h t h e i r
mother, the Church." Compare the foregoing verse and notes. No more
s t r i k i n g fi g u r e c o u l d b e u s e d t o s h o w t h e d e l i g h t J e h o v a h h a s i n h i s
c h u r c h - J e s u s " f o r t h e J o y t h a t w a s s e t b e f o r e h i m , e n d u r e d t h e c r o s s ,
despising the shame". See Hebrews 12:2.

6 . " I h a v e s e t w a t c h m e n u o o n t h y w a l l s . J Q J e r u s a l e m : t h e y s h a l l
n e v e r h o l d t h e i r p e a c e d a y n o r n i g h t : y e t h a t a r e J e h o v a h ^ s r e m e m
brances. take ye no rest,"

Probably the first reference of watchmen is to the prophets of
God who have a. special responsibi l i ty, al though in a real sense al l
believers are to watcxh and pray. The last pf the verse defines their
work. They are to keep not silence. It may be applied to the warning
and witnessing of the watchman. Ezekiel 33:7; Acts 1:8.

7 . " A n d g i v e n o r e s t , t i l l h e e s t a b l i s h , a n d t i l l h e m a k e
l^emsalem a praise in the earthT^

Th is ev iden t l y re fe rs to the a l l - impor tan t work o f the wa tch
man and remembrancer, namely importunate Intercession, in the
spirit of Jacob (Genesis 32:26), the Canaanitish woman (Matthew 15:22-
27), and the friend at midnight (Luke 11:5-13). Such unceasing prayeris missionary in its motive and jjurpose, for the coming of the ft^ngdom
throu^out the world. Matthew 6:10; Revelatio]:]jil:15.

8. "Jehovah hath sworn by his r ight hand, and ^ the arm ^
s t r e n g t h . S u r e l y. I w i l l n o m o r e g i v e t h y g r a i n ^ ^ f o o d f o r t h i n e
enemies: and foreigners shall not drink thy new wine, for which Jtopii
h a s t l a b o r e d ; "

We are not only told of the dlvinrf̂  appointed watchmen and
their occupation in verses 6,7, but in verses 8,9 of the oath-bound
promise of Jehovah pledging peace, prosperity^ and praise in Zion.

9. "But they that have garnered it shall eat it. and praise Je-
hoyah; anTThey that have hathered it shall drink it in courts
of ^ sanctuary. "
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"These are but t^es and emblems of abundance, and security, and
liberty of worship."^ See foregoing verse and comments,

1 0 , " g o t h r o u g h , g o
p e o p l e ! c a s t u p . c a s t u p
a n e n s i g n f o r t h e p e o p l e ;

t h e g a t e s : p r e p a r e v e t h e w a y o f t h e
L w a y : g a t h e r o u t t h e s t o n e s : l i f t u p

P r e p a r a t i o n f o r e n t r a n c e i n t o Z i i o n i s h e r e e m p h a s i z e d , t w o c h a r a c
t e r i s t i c w o r d s o f I s a i s h b e i n g u s e d i n t h i s © n n e c t i o n , n a m e l y , h i g h
way and ensign. The highway must be prepared (40:3), the obstacles
r e m o v e d , a n d a b a n n e r s e t u p f o r t h e g a t h e r i n g o f t h e p e o p l e .
( I s a i a h 11 : 1 2 ; 4 9 : 2 2 ) .

1 1 . " B e h o l d . J e h o v a h h a t h p r o c l a i m e d \ m t o t h e e n d o f t h e e a r t h .
S a y y e t o t h e d a u g h t e r o f Z i o n . B e h o l d , t h y s a l v a t i o n c o m e t h : b e h o l d .
h i s r e w a r d i s w i t h h i m , a n d h i s r e c o m p e n s e b e f o r e h i m . "

F o l l o w i n g p r e p a r a t i o n c o m e s t h e d i v i n e p r o c l a m a t i o n t o t h e e n d
of the earth of the coming of salvation. Compare Mark ltil5;
I s s i i a h 4 0 : 9 - 1 0 ; w i t h n o t e s ; Z e c h a r i a h 9 : 9 .

1 2 . " A n d t h e y s h a l l c a l l t h e m T h e h o l y p e o p l e . T h e r e d e e m e d o f
J f t h o v a h : a n d t h o u s h a l p b e c a l l e d a o u g h t o u t . 4 n o t f o r s a k e n . "

T h i s v e r s e p o i n t s t o t h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h e i d e a l , t h e s a n c t i fi -
cation and redemption of Zion, which becomes the object of desire
and de l i s t . I Pe te r 2 :9 ; Reve la t ion 5 :9 ; John 10 :16 ; Mat thew 28 :
20b; See verse 4 and no tes .

1 . A l e x a n d e r .
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The Triumphant V;crrior and the Praying Servants
C h a p t e r s 6 5 - 6 4

The stibst?nc0 of these chapters may be briefly summed up as follov/s:
(1) The "drama of divine vengeance" presents the appearance,

:ds, and words of the triumphant v/arrior, suggesting the climax of ven-
nce and the completion of salvation. (verses 1-6)

(2) In a spirit of thankfulness the prophet reviews Jehovah's
l en t me rc i es t o h i s neop le . ( ve r ses 7 -9 )

(3) In a snir i t of confession, the sins of Israel and their
'eet are recalled, along with God's wonder-working presence and power
t h e e x o d u s . ( v e r s e s 1 0 - 1 4 )

(4) Direct supplication is offered for mercy, pleading Cod's
.ation to Israel, and their desire for His honor, (verses 15-19)

( 5 ) T h i s s u p p l i c a t i o n c o n t i n u e s , c a l l i n g f o r t h e d i r e c t i n t e r -
l i t i on o f God . A long w i th th i s a re a con fess ion o f the i r fa i th i n H im,
L o f t h e i r o w n s i n s . ( 6 4 : 1 - 7 )

(6 ) The conc lud ing supp l ica t ion is made in v iew o f the i r he lp -
)sness and sinfulness; God's sovereignty' ' , Hatherhood, hol iness, and
)ry; and the condition of Zion and of God's house, (verses 8-12)

63:1 "\^.o is this that coneth from Edou, with dyed garmients from
jrah? this"THaT^is glorious in his appanel, marching in the grea^Ehess
"HTs strength? T^that speak in righteousness, mightyTo save."

Edom was a typical enemy of Israel. See chap, 34.

Some in te rp re te rs , l i ke Ca lv in , cons ide r th i s re tu rn ing conquero r
r e f e r t o J e h o v a h h i m s e l f , w / h i l e o t h e r s a p p l y i t t o t h e M e s s i a h . D r .
5k says: "Wi th Isa iah 63: l -o comes the final v is ion and complete
i s u m m a t i o n o f I s a i a h ' s v i s i o n . H e r e I m m a n u e l , t h e K i n g o f R i g h t e o u s n e s s
the firs t par t o f Isa iah, and the Suffer ing and Risen Servant o f the

5ond part, are reconciled, harmonized and proved to be one and the same.
5 Great K ing must s toop to suffer, in order to r ise to save. A. f ter
3sing into the dee'o and woeful depths. He comes forth more royal. And
ipter 63 hails the^ Serv-nt of 55 as the King of fihaphrs 9 and 11. All
:t)Ugh the verses run the blood-stains of Isaiah 53> iii the v;ord Edoip,
the wine presses of Eozrali, in the raiment spattered and stained with
fe-blood.""'

Kote the points of similarity betv/een this 'drama of divine vengeance'
I tha t o f the second coming o f Chr i s t i n Rev. 19 :11-16 , pa r t i cu la r l y
cse 13 o

The return of this Conquerer means, the climax of vengeance and the
n p l e t i o n o f s a l v a t i o n .

2. "V/herefore ar t thou red. in t j i ine apparel , and thy garments l ike
Q tha t t reade th In the w ine va t? " " "

/ y v e fl / U Z t . J
T h e c o n q u e r o r s e e m s t o b e d r a w i n g y e a a o a , a s s e c o n d q u e s t i o n

add ressed d i r ec t l y t o h im . I t ca l l s a t t en t i on t o a mos t no t i ceab le
ature of His^ appearance.

/
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5 * h - / v e t r o d d e n t h e v d n e n r e s s a l o n e ; a n d o f t h e p e o p l e s t h e r e
3 no man w i t h me : yea , I t i pd t ^em i n m ine ange r, and Tramp led t hem
"my wr-ath; and"^eir l i f '^ lood is spiankled upon my garments, and I
l e s t a i n e d a l l m y r a i m e n t . "

"He here treads the win^^ress not as a sufferer "but as an inflicter
v e n g e a n c e . T h e l i f e - b l o o d i s n o t t h a t o f t h e c o n q u e r o r b u t t h e

Dples v/ho are the objects of God's vengeance. Compare Rev. 19:13-15.

4 . " F o r t h e d a y o f v e n g e a n c e v / a s i n m y h e a r t , a n d t h e y e a r o f
i e e m e d i s c o m e . ' '

In the appointed time end accoi^ng to the etemal purpose of God
2re w i l l come H is vengeance upon the enemies o f the church and h i s
iempt ion of His chosen people. Compare Is. 1:27-28; 34:8; 35:4; 61:2
I n o t e s o n t h e s e v e r s e s .

5 . " A n d I l o o k e d , a n d t h e r e w a s n o n e t o h e l p ; a n d I w o n d e r e d t h a t
5 re was none to upho ld : t he re fo re m ine own a rm b rough t sa l va t i on , un to
; and m.y v/ratE7 it upheld me.

C o m p a r e I s . 5 9 : 1 6 - 1 8 a n d n o t e s . B o t h i n t h e w o r k o f s a l v a t i o n a n d
vengeance t he supe rna tu ra l pov /e r o f God , w i t hou t human a i d , i s em-

a s i s e d .

6. "And I trod down the peo:ples in mine anger, and made them drunk
my wratFT"and I poured out Their l iTeblood on the earth."

This verse with i ts thought of vengeance and of victory over God's-
3 m . i e s , i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o v e r s e t h r e e , w h i l e w e l o o k t o s u c h p a s s a g e s
R e v. 1 4 : 1 0 , 1 9 - 2 0 ; 1 8 : 3 - 6 , 2 1 , f o r a n e x p a n s i o n o f t h e s a m e i d e a ,

le imagery of Christ's final triumph and judgment is taken from this
ssage (Rev. 19:13)> which is thus shown to be a prophecy that will
3 e i v e i t s f u l l f u l fi l m e n t i n t h e p u n i s h m e n t o f t h e e n e m i e s o f G o d ' s
arch a t the las t day. "2

To " I w i l l m a k e m e n t i o n o f t h e l o v i n g k i n d n e s s e s o f J e h o y a h , a n d t h e
a i s e s o f J e h o v a h , a c c o r d i n g To a l l t h a t J e h o v a h h a t h b e s t o w e d o n u s ,
a the great goodness tov^ard The house of IsraeT, which he hath"YesTowed
' t h e m a c c o : . s m e r c i e s . • d i n g

" T h e r e n o w f o l l o w s ( f r o m 6 3 : 7 t o c h a p . 6 4 ) a p r a y e r w h i c h b e g i n s
t h t h a n k s g i v i n g , l o o k i n g b a c k o n t h e p a s t , a n d t u r n i n g t o t h e p r e s e n t ,
i c l u d e s w i t h a n e n t r e a t y f o r h e l p . E n t r e a t y p r e p o n d e r a t e s ; a n d t h e
D i e p r a y e r — m a l c e s r e q u e s t i n g e n e r a l f o r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f
3 redemption already predicted. "3

T h e d o m i n a n t n o t e s o u n d e d i n v e r s e s e v e n i s t h a n k f u l a c k n o w l e d g m e n t
all Jehovah's mercies. Comnare Heh. 9:19-21, 27> 31; and Eph. 1:6, 7;

4 - ; T i t . 3 : 4 - 7 .

F a u s s e t ,
B u m m e l o w .
D e l i t z s c h



8 . " F o r h e s a i d , S u r e l y , t h e y a r e m y p e o p l e , c h i l d r e n t h a t w i l l
-J deal falseTy: so he was their Saviour.^

A l e x a n d e r p o i n t s o u t t h a t i n t h e H e b r e w t h e t w o l e a d i n g f a c t s o f
I s v e r s e a r e s i m p l y s t a t e d " w i t h o u t i n t i m a t i n g a n y c a u s a l r e l a t i o n
i w e e n t h e i r . H e c h o s e t h e m a n d h e s a v e d t h e m . "

9 . " I n a l l t h e i r e f fi c t i o n h e w a s a f fi c t e d , a n d t h e a n g e l o f h i ^
^ s e n c e s a v e d t h e m : i n h i s l o v e a n d i n h i s p i t y h e r e d e e m e d t h e m ;
1 he hare them, and carried them""aTl"^he days of old."

He re a re emphas i zed Jehova l i * s l ov i ng sympa thy f o r H i s peop le , and
3 redeem ing and sus ta i n i ng g race . Few passages more s t r ong l y emphas i ze
l o v a h ' s s y m p a t h y f o r H i s p e o p l e . C o m p a r e E x . 3 : 7 - 9 ; H e h . 2 : 1 8 , 4 : 1 5 .
) t h e r r e a d i n g o f t h e fi r s t c l a u s e o f t h i s v e r s e i s , " I n a l l t h e i r
r e r s i t y h e w a s n o a d v e r s a r y. "

T h e a n g e l o f h i s p r e s e n c e ^ a s e x p l a i n e d b y A l e x a n d e r i s i d e n t i fi e d
:h the presence of Jehovah, and with Jehovah himself."^ The old
r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e i s t h a t H e " w a s t h a t D i v i n e b e i n g w h o i s r e p r e s e n t e d
t h e H e w Te s t a m e n t a s t h e b r i g h t n e s s o f t h e F a t h e r ' s g l o r y a n d t h e

)ress image of his person (Heb. 1:3)> the image of God (2 Cor. 4:4;
L, 1:15) > in whose face the glory of God shines (2. Cor. 4:6), and in
) m d w e l l e t h a l l t h e f u l n e s s o f t h e G o d h e a d b o d i l y ( O o l . 2 : 9 ) . "

On t h i s g rand t heme o f r edeeming l ove compare Ti t us 2 :14 ; 1 John
5 - 1 0 ; R e v. 1 : 5 > 5 : 9 ; a n d i n r e g a r d t o t h e s u b j e c t o f H i s s u s t a i n i n g
v e r , c o m p a r e E x . 1 9 : 4 ; D e u t . 3 2 : 11 - 1 2 ; I s . 4 6 : 3 ; L u k e 1 5 : 5 .

1 0 . " B u t t h e y r e b e l l e d , a n d g r i e v e d h i s h o l y S p i r i t : t h e r e f o r e
was turned to be their enemy, and himself fou^t against them,. "

F o l l o w i n g t h e a c l m o w l e d g e m e n t o f G o d ' s m e r c i e s , c o m e s t h e a c k n o w -
igement of Israel 's s ins (see Is. 1:2; Exodus 32:8), and a statement
t h e i r d i s a s t e r o u s e f f e c t . " T h e y " a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e v e r s e i s

) h a t i c .

I n t h e s e v e r s e s t h e m y s t e r y o f t h e t r i u m e G o d i s i n t i m a t e d . " F o r
t h e a n g e ? , w h o i s K i s c o i m t e n a n c e , i . e . t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f H i s

t u r e , i s d e s c r i b e d a s a p e r s o n b o t h b y h i s n a m e a n d t h e m e d i a t o r i a l
: k o f r e d e m p t i o n a s c r i b e d t o h i m , s o t h e S p i r i t o f h o l i n e s s , i . e .
Ly in Him.sel f and producing hol iness (Ps. 143:10), is s imi lar ly de-
? ibed by t he -c i r cu jns fance t ha t . . .He i s ; g r i eved , and He can t he re fo re
3l grief (of. Eph. 4:30, 'Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God')."4

11 . "Then he remembered the days o f o ld , Hoses and , h i s peop le ,
/Ing, \\here isTie that brought tEem up out of the see, with xhe
3 P h e r d s o f h i s T To c k ? w h e r e i s h e t l i a t p u t " E i s h o l y S p i r i t i n
r midst ^ tSimT"

" T h e l a t e s t w r i t e r s a r e a g r e e d t h a t t h e fi r s t c l a u s e d e s c r i b e s
3 r e p e n t a n c e o f t h e p e o p l e , a n d t h a t t h e s e c o n d g i v e s t h e i r v e r y
: d s , c o n t r a s t i n g t h e i r a c t u a l c o n d i t i o n w i t h t h e i r f o r m e r p r i v i l e g e s

D e l i t z s c h
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enooyments."5 Compare Heh. 9:20
12. "That caused his glorior.s aro to ^ £t the right hand ££_

;es? that divided the -..aters "before them,"To mal^e himself ^ eveT^
FETng namcT"

Jehovah's wonder-working presence and power at the exodus-e recalled. He worked through Hoses as his instrument also He ̂ wrought
His inmiediate aower at the miracle at the Hed Sea. Josh. 3:1^;
136:13-16, The ultimate purpose of it all was God's glory (Rom. 9:in,
13. "That led them through the depths, as a horse ^ "fche wil-

mess, so that"^ey s tumbled noTT^
Und-r the supernatural pov/er of God the Israelites v/ere enabled

■oass freely without stumbling thru the Red Sea as on a level plain.
14. "As the cattle that go down into the valley, the Spirit ^

lovah oau'^d'THem to res^FT" ^ didst thouTead th^people, to m^
7seir a glorious nameT^"'

This is a beautiful figure illustrating the way in which God's
Lv Spirit led His people into rest. "He maketh me to lie down inem pastures. He lead.eth me beside still waters." (Ps. 23:2) Gom-
r e H e b . 4 : 8 - 1 1 •

The last part of the verse in retrospect emphasizes God's care
QX His people, and His end in view. Compare 60;21b; 61;3b»

15. "look down from heav^, and behold from the habitation of
y holiness and of thy glory: where are thy zeal and thy mightjLyts? the ̂ almng o?^hy heart and thy compassions are restrained
ward me . ' ^

Hamest suppl icat ion is made to the throne of God's hol iness,
d glory (Is. 57:15; Ps. 113:5-6), to His heart so full of com.-
ssion (Jer. 31:20; Hos. 11:8), and to His hand of power. It
assumed that Jehovah's love for His people urges Him to save them

ora their misery; but His sympathy and compassion as it aeems, put
ns t ra in t on them.se lves no t to in te r fe re fo r I s rae l ' s good.

16. "Por thou art our Rather, th.oiigh Abraham tooweth us not, and
rael doth''liot aclmowledge us: thou, 0 JehovaJi, art our l^a^er; our
^eemer"^om everlasting is'^y name.'"'

God's relation to His people is here pleaded. Compare Peut. 32:6.
"The church or chosen people, althoughl^ once, for temporary reasons,

-ex tens ive and co inc idBnt w i th a s ing le race , i s no t essen t ia l l y a
Ltional organization, but a spiritual body. Its father is not Abraham• Israel, but Jehovah, who is and always has been its Redeemer, who
IS borne that name from, everlasting. "7

A l e x a n d e r .
. P e l i t z s o h .

A l e x a n d e r .
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17 . " 0 Jehovah , why dos t t hou make us t o e r r f r om thy hvays , and
ardenes t our hearF" f rom thy fear? Retu rn fo r thy servan ts ' sake , " ' ^e
r i h e s o ? t h i n e i n E e r l t a n c e . "

" I n t h e S c r i p t u r e s i t i s f r e q u e n t l y s a i d t h a t G o d d r i v e s m e n i n t o
r ror, (2 Thess. 2 :11) ; 'g ives them up to a reprobate mind, ' (Rom. 1:28) ;
n d ' h a i ^ d e n s t h e m , ' ( R o m . 9 : 1 8 ) . W h e n b e l i e v e r s s p e a k i n t h i s m a n n e r,
h e y d o n o t i n t e n d t o m a k e G o d t h e a u t h o r o f e r r o r o r o f s i n , a s i f t h e y
e r e i n n o c e n t , o r t o f r e e t h e m . s e l v e s f r o m b l a m e ; b u t t h e y l o o k h i g h e r ,
hd ra ther ac lmowledge that i t is by the i r own fau l t that they are
s t r a n g e d f r o m G o d a n d d e p r i v e d o f h i s S p i r i t , a n d t h a t t h i s i s t h eeason why they are plunged into every kind of evil^."8
i She petit ion for the retu^m of God's gracious presence is justified
1 1 t w o w a y s , fi r s t , b y t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t t h e y a r e s t i l l s e r v a n t s o f
e h o v a l i , a s t h i s v e r y p r a y e r i n f a c t p r o v e s , s e r v a n t s b e l o n g i n g t o h i sLect 3^ation, and truly representing it; and. secondly, by the thought
l a t t h e d i v i n e e l e c t i o n c a n n o t b e f r u . s t r a t e d . " 9

1 8 . " T h y h o l y p e o p l e p o s s e s s e d i t b u t a l i t t l e w h i l e : o u r a d v e r -
a r i e s h a v e t r o d d e n d o v n t h y s a n c t u a r y. "

V/hen the enemies of God's chosen people possess the prom.ised land,
id profane the sacred temple, i t is h igh t ime for earnest urayer.
jmpare 64:11-12, and Ps. 74:3-7.

i 19. "We are become as they over whom thou never barest rule, as
^ey that vjere not calledTy'TEy name. "
' "The relation which Jehovah assumed as King to the people named
fter Him, seems not merely broken off, but never to have existed; the
Resent condition of Israel is the complete practical negation of suchrelation. Complaint cannot strike deeper notes than these; and there-
i re the s igh at once ar ises: '0 that thou v /ou ldst rend the heavens. ' "10

64:1 "Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest
me doy/n, that the mountains mighT^aScF"at thy presenceT"—p H v n e m o u n t a i n s m i g n u q u a k e a t t h y p r e s e n c e
' - This verse voices a fervent supplication for the direct interposition
I God. The imagery may have been taken from the account of the Sinaiene (Ex. 19:11, 18). Jesus coming up from the waters of baptism "saw
e heavens rent asunder and the Spirit as a dove descending upon him. "

2 . k i n d l e t h t h e b r u s h w o o d , a n d t h e fi r e c a u s e t h t h e
Mi l ; to make thy name la iovm to th ine"^versarTes, tha t the—

tions may tremble at 'thy presence.'"
i

I "Jehovah is to descend with such irresistible force as fire exertsI brushwood and water, kinv-^ling the one, making the other boil, inier by such a display of pov/er to impress His name (revealing itself
iicially, therefore 'in fire,' 30:27; 66:15) oh His adversaries, and

J o h n C a l v i n .
R e l i t z s c h .
I b i d .
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la t ( ido la t rous) na t ions may t remb le be fo re H im. " l l

3 . " W h e n t h o u d i d s t t e r r i b l e t h i n g s w h i c h w e l o o k e d n o t f o r , t h o u
smes t down; the moun ta ins quaked a t thy p resence . "a m e s t d o w n ; t h e m o u n t a i n s q u a k e d a t t h y p r e s e n c e . "

" Te r r i b l e t h i n g s " i s a n e : x p r e s s i o n u s e d r e p e a t e d l y i n S c r i p t u r e t o
afer to God's wonder-work ing at the : : :b?:odus (Deut . 10:21; 2 Sam. 1:23;
J . 1 0 6 : 2 2 ) .

C o m p a r e t h e l a s t p a i i : o f t h i s v e r s e w i t h v e r s e l b ; J u d g e s 3 ' 5 ; a n d
3 . 6 8 : 8 .

4 . " F o r f r o m o f o l d m e n h a v e n o t h e a r d , n o r p e r c e i v e d b y t h e e a r ,
jither ha^Tthe eye seen a God besides thee, who worketh Tor him that
a i t e t h f o r h i m . "

The apostle Jr'aul makes use of this passage (See I Cor. 2:9-10) in
lowing that the doctrine of the gospel is beyond m.ere human understanding,
i t i s r e v e a l e d o n l y b y t h e S p i r i t o f G o d .

"And as the p rophe t , v \ i hen he ta l : es i n to co r^^e ra t i on the wonder fu l
i t s o f G o d ' s k i n d j i e s e , e x c l a i m s , l i k e o n e w h o i s l o s t i n a m a z e m e n t ,
l a t n o t h i n g l i k e t h i s w a s e v e r h e a r d o f ; s o , i n t h e m o s t e x c e l l e n t o f
L I b e n e fi t s , n a m e l y, t h a t i n w h i c h ' J h r i s t i s o f f e r e d t o u s b y t h e G o s p e l ,
3 may exclaim in the same manner, »0 Lord, w^hat thou bestowest on thy
3 o p l e e x c e e d s a l l t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e h u m a n m i n d : n o e y e , n o e a r, n o
3nses no mind can re ch such loft iness."^

5 , " T h o u m e e t e s t h i m t h a t r e j o i c e t h a n d w o r k e t h r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,
lose that remember thee in thy 'ways: Fehold," thoii wast wroth, ^d we
Lnned"! In them have we Feen of long time; and shall we be saved?

Cont inu ing the thought o f the p rev ious verse the fi rs t par t o f
lis verse shows thatjllovingkindness is exercised tow:rds those v/ho love
Lm; the second part of the verse aclmowledges their sins and God's dis-
L e a s u r e b e c a u s e o f t h e i r s i n s , t h u s i n t r o d u c i n g t h e f u l l e r c o n f e s s i o n
l i ch fo l lo7 /s . (See Heb. 4 :16 , Ps . 90 :7-9 ; Ps . 103:17 ; Jer. 31 :18-20) .

6 . " F o r w e a r e a l l b e c o m e a s o n e t h a t i s u n c l e ^ , a n d a l l o u r
Lghteousnesses are as a polluted garment; and we all do "fade as a leaf;
id our in iqu i t ies, Tike the wind, ta lce us away."

Th is is one o f the great tex ts o f Scr ip tur* on the sub jec t o f s in .
D t e f o u r s t r i k i n g fi g u r e s a s f o l l o w s : 1 . A s o n e t h a t i s u n c l e a n , l i k e
leper, so a re we a l l become defi led and po l lu ted by s in . S in defi les

s ail. See Lev. 13:45; Is. 6:5; 53:6; Job 14:4; 25:4; 42:5-6; Ps. 51:5;
oh. 2 :1-2 ; Ti tus 3 :3 . 2 . As a po l lu ted garment so are a l l our r ighteous-
esses. S in pervades every deed of ours, Zech. 3 :3; Phi l 3 :9; Hev.
: 1 7 - 1 8 . 3 . A s a l e a f s o v i e d o f a d e . S i n s e p a r a t e s f r o m G o d , s a p p i n g
le s t rength o f l i fe . See Is . 40 :6-8 ; Ps . 90 :5-6 ; Jam.es 1 :10-11 ;
P e t . 1 : 2 4 - 2 5 . 4 . L i k e t h e w i n d , c a r r y i n g c h a f f ' e f o r e i t , o u r i n -

quities take us away. Sin drives to destruction. See Ps. 1:4; Zech.
: 8 - l l .

1 . I b i d .
2 . J o h n C a l v i n .
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7 • " A n d t h e r e i s n o n e t h a t c a l l e t h - a p o n t h y n a m e , t h a t s t i i x e t h
h i m s e l f t o t a l c e h o l d ^ t h e ^ ^ ; f o r t h o u h a s t h i d t h y f a c e f r o m u s , a n d

0 0 3 ^ m e a n s o f o u r i n i q u i t i e s . "

]Jo one ro l lses h imse l f f rom sp i r i tua l s lumber to pray, tha t i s , to ca l l
Dn Gk)d»s name and to lay hold of him. (See C-en. 32~:26).

The sins of the people are the cause of God*s withdrawing His presence
I f a v o r . ( I s . 5 9 : 2 ) . B e c a u s e o f I s r a e l i s s i n s G o d c e o i c e a l s H i s f a c e
)m them, bj m.eans of their sins He consumes them..

8. "But now, 0 Jehovah, thou art our Father; we are the clay, and
)u our potter; anH we al l are the v^ork of thy han'3T" "

"The Prophet here resumes the thought of chapter 63:16, where, as
r e , t h e p a t e r n i t y a s c r i b e d t o G o d i s n o t t h a t o f n a t u r a l c r e a t i o n i n
5 case of individuals, but the creation of the church or chosen people,
I of Israel as a spiritual and ideal person. The figure of the potter
I the c lay, inp ly ing absolute author i ty and power, is used tw' ice before
1. 59:6; 45:9) and is one of the connecting links between these later
)phecies and the undisputed por t ion of Isa iah."^3

9, "Be not voroth very sore, 0 Jehovah, neither remember iniquity
rever: Behold, look, we beseech thee, we are aljr"thy people^"

"In wrath, remember mercy" (Hah.3;2b). "I am thine, save me." (Ps.
):94a). Hot the merits of the ones who pray are pleaded, but the mercy
G o d a n d H i s c o v e n a n t r e l a t i o n t o t h e m .

10. "Thy holy pities are become a wilderness, Zion is become a
■demess, " "Jerusa lem a desoTat ion . "

The desolate condition of God's holy cities, perhaps referring to
1 cities of Judah in general, and of Zion and Jerusalem is here pleaded.

iy our beaut i fu l house, where our fa thers pra ised
buzned wi th fi re ; and a l l "our p leasant p laces are la id v^aste . "u u j w i e o . w i i ^ n l i r e ; a n a a l l o u r p l e a s a n t p l a c e s a r e l ^ d w a s t e 7 "

The climaz of their prayer and lamentation seems to be reached as
y bewc.il the destruction of the holy temole of Zion with its goodly vessels,
i t p l ace w i t h a l l i t s sac red h i s to r i ca l as ' oc ia t i ons .

12. " l /7i l t thou refrain thyself for these things, 0 Jehovah? wilt
u h o l d t h y p e a c e , a n d a f fl i c t u s v e r y s o r e ? " ^

A negative ^swer to these questions is implied. "Self-restraint and
ence, as applied to God, are common figures for inaction and apparent
ifference to the interests and especially the sufferings of hiV people. "14

A negat ive ansver to the quest ions of th is verse is expected. "Jeho-
's mercy cannot violently restrain itself longer; it must burst forth,
e Joseph's tears in the recogni t ion scene. Gen. 45:1."15

A l e x a n d e r .
I b i d .
B e l i t z s c h .
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Chap. 65, Jehovah Unfolding the Fut-ure

This chapter is considered "by most interpreters^^as Jehovah's
answer to the orayer of the foregoing chapter. In a snimnary pro
phetic view He shows 1, that the Gentiles are to "be received "(verse 1):
2. the Jev/s rejected, because of their rebellion, idolatry, and
hypocrisy (verses 2-7); 3. the remnant, his chosen, axe to be saved
(verses 8-10); 4. the wicked, in contrast to JehovaJi's servants,
^e to be punished (verses 11-16); and the true Israel gloriouslyblessed (verses 17-25). The movement of the chapter has been sug
gested as follows: 1. The unsaved (verses 1-7);"2. The way of
Sa^va.tion (verses 8-16); 3. The Saved (verses 17-25) where a highw a t e r m a r k i n I s a i a h i s r e a c h e d .

65:1 "I am Inquired of ^ them that asked not for me; I am
fa^ of them ^at sought me notl T SeKol^e7~6eKold~m'^"^J^to a nation that was not csil led by name. " ———— —.

The evangelistic, missionary note here sounded, this message of
gospel ^ace to the heathen, is taken up and expounded by the apostle
P a u . l . ( S e e R o m i . 1 0 : 2 0 ) . ^ j . -

4 -1 . passage Pau l ea rnes t l y con tends fo r t he ca l l i ng o fsays that Isa iah bold ly exc la im.s and affirms thatthe Gentiles have been called by God because he spoke more clearly
and louc.ly than the circvimstances of is own time required. Here
we see, therefore, that we were called by an eternal pumose of God
^2^, ^ ? ? event happened V/henever, therefore, this voiceor ohe gospel is sounded in our ears, or when we record the word of
the Lore, let us know that the Lorr^ is present, and offers himself,
that we may know him familiarly, and may oall on him boldly and
w i t h a s s u r e d c o n fi d e n c e . " !

"! spread ouf ^ands all the day unto a rebellious
n e o n l e . t n A t w a T V T n q 4 - V ^ o 4 - ■? r - . ^ r 3 S T _ r r ~ " T v — - s r ' ' ■ 1 1 l „M — I 4 s C I J . J . u i i c u i i o o a r e o e i i i o u s£eo2le, th^ walk m a ^ tEat is noj^o^ aTFeF'BieTr ovm thou.^ts."

T h i s g o s p e l g r a c e o f f e r e d t o t h e B e n t i l e s .(Sef Ft +n ? same gospel grace offered earnestly, patiently,into 7.K1 ° J ? Jews who were rebellious (See Is. 1:2; 63:10;Acts 7.5--52)^ a sinful, sell-willed people who rejected Jehovah.

provoke ^ to my face continual ly, sacrificingi n g a r d e n s , a n d b u r n i n g i n c e n s e U " o o n ~ l > r i c k s : " Z ^

nnpn Continued offer of divi^ grace is the continued,î e Is 78̂ 40̂  58 P̂ p̂!® " him ouî in so displeasing unto
a . 1 . _ . i . t ^ g r a v e s , a n d l o d g e i n t h e s e c r e t T o l a c e s ;
l^efif" ann)roth of ^miHllle'^ings'Tr'g their

"The whole ̂ ne here described by the prophet is one connected

1 . J o h n C a l v i n .
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wi th idolr. t ry and magical incantat ions, an: the prophet means to
rehuice them for having forsaken God and fallen into" all the abom-
inable and stuoid arts of idolators. It was not merely that they
had eaten the flesh of swine, or that they had made broth, of unclean
meats - vibich would have been minor, though real offences - it v;as
that they had fa l len in to a l l the abominable pract ices connected
with idolatry and necrom.aney, "2 Compare ®s 66:3, 17; Lev. 11:?.

This verse suggests such present day rel ig ious pract ices as
a n c e s t o r w o r s h i p a n d s a c r i fi c i n g t o t h e d e a d .

5. "That say, St^d by thyself, come not near to me, for I
am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fTre ^EHat""

A s t h e p r e v i o u s v e r s e s e m p h a s i z e t h e h e i n o u s n e s s o f t h e s i n
of idolatry, so does this verse the sins of pride and by- ffioorioy}
which are so displeasing to God as to bring dovjn his continued ^
cirrse upon such sinnep. "The retrospective'*these, * 5b, sums up
the subject characterized from verse 3 onward; what follows in 5bis predicated of it."f Compare Christ's exposure of Pi^arisaism
in Mt, 23, and the sev.n woes pronounced against i t.

"Behold, wri t ten before me: I wi l l not keep si lence,
recompense, yect, I wil l recompense into their bosomT"

The just omniscient God will certainly act in abundant retri
bu t ion upon ido la to rs and hypocr i tes . Rev. 20 :12 .

7. "Yo-^ own iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers
together, saith dehovah, that have burned incense upon the mountains,

b lasphemed me ; ^on t heTT lT^ t he re fo re w i l l m r ' i F 'TTieaeu rp
t h e i r w o r k i n t o " c h e i r b o s o m .

A,- meaning of the te;6t is obvious, as teaching that the guiltmich had accumulated tlirough successive generations should be visited,
though not exclusively, upon the last. The whole of idolatry is heresummed up in bulling incense on the mountains, which are elsewhere
mentioned as a favorite rssor"t~of those who worshipped idols ich. 57:7-
Jer. 3:6; EseK. 6:13; 18:6; Hos. 4:13)» and blashpem.ing God upon the *

n i which m^ either be regarded as a metaphorical description ofidolatry itsel.L, or strictly talien to denote the oral expression of
contempt for Jehovan and his worship, v.hich might naturally be exoected
t o a c c o m p a n y s u c h p r a c t i c e s . " 4 ^

Jehovah, ^ ^ wine is found in the cluster,
on^ saith, Los troy it not, ±or a blessing is in it: so will 1 cfo

E!2£ servants" sake, that I may not destroy them all. " ~~ """
Here we find the pendulum s;?ung back fromlbhe thought of the re

bellious who are rejected, to the remnant according to the election

2 . B a r n e s .
3 * L e l i t z s c h .
4 * A l e x a n d e r .
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Of grace. One of the raost glor ious truths of Isaiah and of Paul
is this doctrine of the salvation of the remnant. See Is, 1:9;
10:20-22; Rom, 11:1-6; etc. They are Jehovah's servants, blessed
i n o r d e r t o b e a b l e s s i n g .

_ . . I w i l l b r i n g f o r t h a s e e d o u t o f J a c o b , a n d o u t o fJudah an inheritor of ray raountains; and my cEo sen shalTTnE^iT"i1
a n d m v s e r v a n t s s h a T T E w e i i t h fi - r ^ . "

Pr, J. A, Alexander points out three nrincioal interpretations
of the nromise here recorded. "The first, embraced by nearly all
the mode2?n G-ermans, is that the verse predicts the restoration of
the Jews from Babylon. The second may be stated in the words of
Renders.;::, namely, that 'the future happy occupation of Palestine
by a regenerated race of Jews is here clearly predicted.' The
th i rd i s tha t the verse fo re te l l s the •oeroe tua t ion o f the o ld theo
cracy or Jewish Church; not in the body of the nation, but in theremnant Virhich believed o ; Christ; and which, enlarged by the accession
of the Gentiles, is identical in character and rights v^ith the church
of the old dispensation, the heir to all its oromises, and this among
the rest, which either has been or is to be fulfilled both in a literal
a n d fi g ; ' r a t i v e s e n s e

In the light of such passages as Kom, 4:13, Gal, 3:29, Acts '
15:14-18 and num^erous others, it apneais that xhe bfggest truth
for us to get f:^m tliis verse is that i^ foreshadows the glorious
sp i r i t ua l i nhe r i t ance o f t he gospe l chu rch , t he t r ue ch i l d ren o f
A b r a h a m ,

10, "And Sharon shall be a fold of flochs, and the valley of
'--chor a iola.ce for herds to lie down in, for my"~aeonTe that ha^

For Sharon see Is, 33:9. and 35:2 with notes. For references
to Achor see Josh, 7:24-26. and Ros, 2:1^^. Sharon is situated near
the mediterranean and I'lt, Carmel in the West, and Achor in the Aast
near Jericho, the picture of prosperity and peace given in this verse
is an expansion of the promise of verse 9 given to Jehovah's ■Deonle,
who are here described as tho^e #io have sought him. " "

1 1 , " B u t
t h a t p r e p a r e a
unto Pes tiny."""

, "But ye that forsaJce Jehovah, that forget my holy mountain,
a labTeTor FortunETanT'thEFTiTTllD^miEsTiR^vvl^

s t i n v . ^

The thought changes from^he reward of the remnant, and reverts
to a further characterizatisn^the rebellious, who wei*e described in
verses 3-7. They j-orsaJce Jehovah (Is, 1:4), forget His holy mountain
(Is, 2:2-9)^and ^rship heathen deities (Is. 57:5-10; Jer. 2:28),

a . d e s t i n e y o u t o t h e s w o r d , a n d y e s h a l l a l l b o w d o mslaughter; because whenT called, ye did not answer] when I
spake ye did not he ar; But ye did that which was evil in mine eveE,
and chose that wherein T^eTI^rFed not. '^

They ::re doomed to destruction who disobey God's call, dis
regard his voice, commit deeds displeasing unto Him, and chqfse that
w h i c h d o e s n o t d e l i g h t H i m ,
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" A s t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e w o r d s , t h e r e i s t h e u s u a l c o n
fi d e n c e a n d c o n t r a d i c t i o n ; b u t t h e m o s t p r o b a b l e e x p l a n a t i o n i s t h a t
w h i c h u j i d e r s t a n d s t h e p a s s a g e a s p r e d i c t i n g t h e e x c i s i o n o f t h e J e v / i s h
n a t i o n f r o m t h e o n l y f o r t h e c r o v ^ ^ S s i n o f r e j e c t i n g
C h r i s t , b u t f o r a g g r e g a t e o f f e n c e s a s i d o l a t e r s a n d h j r p o c r i t e s ,
as rebels against God and despisers of his niercy«"5 See Is. 66:4;
P r o v . 1 : 2 4 - ? 1 ; M t . 2 1 : 3 4 - 4 3 ; I t . 2 2 : 3 ; J o h n 1 : 11 .

1 3 . " T h e r e f o r e t h u s s a i t h t h e L o r d J e h o v a h , B e h o l d , m y s e r v a n t s
shal l eat, but ye shal l be hungry; behold, my servants shalT dr inic.
but ye ' ' "sHal i rTo"~Ih i rs ty ; '
s h a l T ^ e n u t ^ s h a m e . ' '

s e r v a n t s ) u t y e

H e r e a r e a s e r i e s o f b l e s s i n g s p r o m i s e d J e h o v a h * s s e r v a n t s a n d
c o r r e s p o n d i n g c u r s e s p r o n o u n c e d u p o n t h o s e w h o d e s p i s e H i m . To t h e
o n e c o m e s s a t i s f a c t i o n a n d j o y , t o t h e o t h e r h u n g e r , t h i r s t , s h a m e .
O n e i s c o m f o r t e d , t h e o t h e r i n a n g u i s h . C o m p a r e L u k e 1 6 : 2 4 - 2 5 ;
B a n . 1 2 : 2 .

14. "Behold, my servants sh^l sing for joy of heart, but ye
sha l l c ry fo r sor rov / o f hear tT and sha l l ^wa i l fo r veXat ion o f sp i r i t . "

^ ' T h a t a c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n t h e c o n d i t i o n o f h e a r t o f o n e a n d o f
t h e o t h e r , a n d v h a t a c o n t r a s t i n t h e o u t w a r d e x p r e s s i o n o f e a c h J
Compare James 5113, and Jam.es 5sl«»

1 5 . " M d y e s h a l l l e a v e y o u r n a m e f o r a c u r s e u n t o m y c h o s e n ;
and the Lord JeEovah wi l l stay thee; and he vdl l cal l his servants
b y a n o t h e r n a m e . "

"To l eave one ' s nam.e f o r a cu rse , acco rd ing t o O ld Tes tamen t
u s a g e , i s s o m e t h i n g m . o r e t h a n t o l e - ' V e i t t o b e c u r s e d . T h e s e n s e
is thal^he name shall be used as a formula of cursing, so that men
s h a l l b e a b l e t o w i s h n o t h i n g v / o r s e t o o t h e r s t h a n a l i k e c h a r a c t e r
a n d f a t e . T h i s i s c l e a r f r o m J e r . 2 9 : 2 2 c o m p a r e d ? / i t h Z e c h . 3 : 2 ,
a s w e l l a s f r o m , t h e c o n v - i s e o r c o r r e l a t i v e p r o m i s e t o t h e p a t r i a r c h s
a n d t h e i r c h i l d r e n t h a t a l i k e u s e s h o u l d b e m . a d e o f t h e i r n a m e s
a s a f o r m u l a o f b l e s s i n g ( G e n . 2 2 : 1 8 ; 4 8 : 2 0 ) w h i l e I f u l l y
b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s v e r s e a s s u r e s G o d ' s s e i r v a n t s o f a v e r y d i f f e r e n t
f a t e f r o m t h a t o f t h e u n b e l i e v i n g J e w s , I h a v e n o d o u b t t h a t i t
a l s o h a s r e s p e c t t o t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e J e w i s h s t a t e a n d t h e
r e p u d i a t i o n o f i t s n a m e b y t h e t r u e c h u r c h o r I s r a e l o f G o d , " 6

16.^ "So that he ymo blesseth himself in the earth shall blessh i m s e l f i n ^ e G o d a n d " E e t h a t s w e a r e t h i n t h e e a r t h s h a l l
sweaj.- by"^e God ofTruth; because the former trou'ETes. are forgotten,
and because they are hid "from m.ine eyesT^

"Host interpreters "und rstand bs'- blessing him.self , praying for

5 . I b i d .
6 . I b i d o
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G-od*s blessing, and "by sv/earing, the soleinn invocation of his pre
sence as a v.'itness, l^oth being ?^entioned as acts of religious worship
a n d o f s Q j J t m n r c o - n i t i o n . " ' _

"The God of truthXis literally "the God of Amen." Compaxe
2 Cor. 1:20; and Rev. X:14. "As applied to Christ, the name has been
well explained to d^cribe him as very God, as a witness to the truth,
as the substazioe or/reality of the legal~shadov.'s, and as the fulfiller
of the div ine promjuses. The last c lause gives the reason for the
application of the/^tillcj^, God of truth, namely because in his deliver
a n c e o f h i s p e o p l e h e w i l l p r o v e h i m s e l f t o b e t h e t r u e G o d i n b o t h
sens-s, truly divine and eminently faithful. This proof wil l be af
forded by the terminat ion of those evi ls which the sins of his ovm
p e o p l e o n c e r e n d e r e d n e c e s s a r y.

17. "?or behold, I create new heavens and a new eaxth; and the
former things shall not be remembered, nor come Tn^ "jjo m.ind.." ——

In close connection with the thought of verse 16 the God of Amen
in unfolding the future here promiHes a glorious change, such a blessed
change that the former things will not be re.membered with regret and
longings. The fact of the change, rather than the nature, or means of
i ts accompl ishm.ent , is here emphasized. One in te ipre ter would l imi t
it to the change following the final judgm.ent, another says its full
accompl ishment wi l l be both in the church mi l i tant , and in the church
t r iumphant . A s im i la r figure as here used i s app l ied by Pau l to in
d iv idual convers ion. Se^ 2 Cor. 5 :1? and Gal . 6 :15. Both Peter and
John apply it to the restitution of all ttings^that glorious and com
ple te consumjna t ion ' ' t he new heavens and the new ear th where in dwe l le th
righteousness." See 2 Pet. 5:13^and Rev. 21:1-5.

18, "But be ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I create;
for, behold i create Jerusalem a rejoicing, ancTlier people a joy,"

The God of crfptive power, who in the begimiing created the heavens
and the earth, thejGod of al l the new creation, cal ls upon his redeemed
church to '^v-r last ing gladness ai id joy in v iew of His creat ing "Jeru
salem: a. re joicihg (md her"people a joy." See Is. 35:10 and notes, and
the four-fold Hall^yoh- of Rev. 19:1-6.

rejoice in Jerusalem., and joy in my people; and
there shall^Fe Heard in her no more the voice of weopTng and the voice
o f c r y i n g , "

Hot only wil l the redeem.ed church rejoice forever, See Rev. 7:17
and 21:4, but God himself v/ill join in the rejoicing. See Peu.t. 30:9;
I s . 6 2 : 5 b , a n d Z e p h . 3 : 1 7 .

20. "There ^tel l be no more thence an infant of days, nor an
o ld man t ha t ha th no t fiT l ' ^ h i s days ; f o r " - he ch i l ^ sha l l d i e "a
hundred years""^!^, and the sinner being a hamlred. years old"^aTl be
a c c u r s e d ' P ^ ' '

7 . I b i d ,
8 . I b i d .
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"Perhaps the true view of the passage is, that it resumes the
contrast drawn in verses 13-15 between the servants of Jehovah and
the s in i ' ie rs there addressed The whole is a h igh ly poet ica l^
descr io t ion o f longev i ty, to be e : jqp la ined prec ise ly l i ke the promise
of new'heavens and a new earth in verse 1?."9

21. "And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they
sha l l p lan t " ^neyards , and ea t the f ru i t o f them. "

The blessings of protection, prosperity and peace are suggested
b y t h i s v e r s e .

22. "They shall not build, and another ii^abit; they sh^l
not olant, and aaiother eat1 Tor as the- days of a tree shalTT^the
"d^s" of my people, and my chosen sKaTl 'long enjoy the woidrorrheir
h a n d s T ^

"By the age of a tree is generally understood the great age
which some suecies are said to attain, such as the oak, the banyaiVj
e t cetera . The essent ia l idea is in that o f permanent cont inuance, and
the figures here used to express it make it still more probable that
in the whole foregoing contejft the predictions are to be figuratively
understood."10

23. "They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth for calamity;
for they are^EHe seed of tE?"ble55e'0? Jehovah, and their offspring
w i t h t h e m . "

They shall be blessed in their work (I Cor. 15:-5-«)> end in their
ch i ld ren (Ac ts 2 :39) . One o f the g rea t g lo r ies o f ou r re l i g ion i s the
promise given concerning the children of believers. "A seed shall
serve him.; .It shall be told of the Lor^' unto the next generation."
( P s . 2 2 : ^ 0 ) .

2 4 . " A n d i t s h a l l c o m e t o p a s s t h a t , b e f o r e t h e y c a l l , I w i l l
ansvjer ; and whi le they are yeT"speaking, I wi l l hear."

T h i s i s o n e o f t h e s t r o n g e s t s t a t e m e n t s o f s c r i p t i u r e o n ( j o d ' s
r e a d i n e s s t o h e a r a n d a n s w e r t h e p r a y e r s o f H i s s e D r v a n t s . G o n t j :
with Is. 1:15^ and 59:2. God anticipates and answers in advance the
s i n c e r e d e s i r e o f t h e s o u l o f H i s s e r v a n t . S e e P s . 3 2 : 5 . " F o r
your Fa ther knox^ /e th wha t th ings ye have need o f , be fo re ye ask h im, "
( E t . 6 : 8 b ) . G o d a l s o g i v e s h i s a t t e n t i v e e a r t o t h e p r a y e r s o f
H i s s e r v a n t s w h i l e t h e y a r e y e t s p e a ] c i n g , g i - v l n g t h e m i m m e d i a t e
a t t e n t i o n . F o r c l a s s i c s c r i p t u r a l i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f t h i s s e e B a n .
9 : 2 0 r 2 3 ; 1 0 : 1 2 ; a n d A c t s 1 2 : 5 - 1 6 .

2 5 . " T h e w o l f a n d t h e l a m b s h a l l f e e d t o g e t h e r , , a n d t h e l i o n
shal l eat s t rawTTke the ox; and dust shal l be the se ipent 's food.
T h e y s h a l l n o t h u r t n o r d e s t r o y i n a l l m y h o l y m o u n t a i n , s a i t h

9 . I b i d .
1 0 . I b i d .
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F o r t h e t h o u g h t o f t h i s v e r s e s e e I s . 1 1 : 6 - 9 w i t h n o t e s , T h e
w o r d s , " a n d d u s t s h a l l h e t h e s e 3 : p e n t ' s f o o d , " n o t f o u n d i n I s . 11 ,
a r e i n t e i p r e t e d b y A l e x a n d e r a s f o l l o w s : " T h e t r u e s e n s e s e e m s t o
b e t h a t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e s e 3 : p e h t » s a n c i e n t d o o m , h e s h a l l b e
r e n d e r e d h a r m l e s s , r o b b e d o f h i s f a v o r i t e n u t r i m e n t , a n d m a d e t o
b i t e t h e d u s t a t t h e f e e t o f h i s c o n q u e r o r . ( G e n . I i l 5 ; R o m . 1 6 : 2 0 ;
I J o h n 3 : 8 . C o m p a r e I s a i a h 4 9 : 2 4 ) "
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Chap. 66 Blessedness and "Veg.

T h i s c h a p t e r i s c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d i n t h o u g h t w i t h t h e p r e v i o u s
one^in each of v/hich the pendulum swings repeatedly from comfort ofJehovah *s servants to condemnation of His despisers f̂rom the salvation
of the one to the destruction of the other, u-. A. ^ith says that
t h i s p r o p h e c y l e a v e s u s w i t h - ' a p e o p l e d i v i d e d b e t w e e n w o r s h i p a n d
a h o r r i b l e w o e • "

A g e n e r a l v i e w o f t h e c h a p t e r m a y b e g i v e n i n s e v e n s e n t e n c e s :
(1) Humble v/orshippers will be accepted^ and ii^^incere

w o r s h i p p e r s c o m . d e m n e d , v e r s e s 1 - 4 .
( 2 ) T r u e I s r a e l i s c o m f o i i : e d a n d c a r n a l I s r a e l i s c o n

d e m n e d , v e r s e s 5 - 6 ,
Z i o n i s t o b e e n l a r g e d , v e r s e s I r S *

( 4 ) T h e l o v e r s o f Z i o n s h a l l b e b l e s s e d , v e r s e s 1 0 - 1 4 .
(5) The enemies of Zion shal l be destroyed, verses 15-17.
(6 ) There sha l l be a tes t imony u i i to a l l the na t ions ,

v e r s e s 1 8 - 2 1 .
17) The church shall worship peimanently and triumphantly,

and sha l l see the destmic t ion o f Is rae l accord ing to the flesh,
v e r s e s 2 2 - 2 4 .

66:1 "Thus saith Jehovah, neaven is my throne, and the earth
is my footstool: what manner of house m'll^ye build i^o me? aM
^aT^place shaXl be m.y rest?"

"The firs t verse of th is chapter is appl ied by Stephen to the
d i s m . e n t i l i n g o f t h e t e m p l e b y t h e p l a n t i n g o f t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h
(Acts 7:49-50), which may serve as a key to the whole chapter. "1

See Solomon's prayer OiT the dedication of the temole.I Kings
8:27, and Paul's statement at Athens recorded in Acts i7:P4.

"He needs njD temple,for heaven is His throne and the earth His
f oo t s t oo l ; He i t i s \ ^d l o fi l l s a l l ^ t he c rea to r, and t he re fo re t he
Propr ietor of the universe; and al though His promise holds out the
prospect of the rebuilding of the temnle (44:28; 56:7; 60:7:62:9),
He vdll have none, if men thinlc by temple—building itself io do Him
s e r v i c e a n d f o r g e t H i s i n fi n i t e m a j e s t y i n p e t t y a r c h i t e c t u r e . " 2

Jehovah demands above al l spir i tual worship. John 4:24.

" I t i s impo r tan t t o t he j us t i n t e rp re ta t i on o f t hese ve rses t o
observe the cl imax in them, hirst the temules made by men are contrasted
vdth the great material tem.ple of the universe; then this is itself
disparaged by Jehovah as his ovm handiv/ork, and still more in com
parison vd.th a nobler tem.ple of a spiritual nature, the renewed and
c o n t r i t e h e a r t . ( S e e c h . 5 7 : 1 5 ; 2 C o r. 6 : 1 6 ) , " 3

1 . I l a t t h e w H e n r y.
2 . B e l i t z s c h ,
3 . A l e x a n d e r .
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2. "For all these things hath my hand made, and so aip. these
things came^o"^, saith Jehovpii; biS to this man wilT'I'TooIc, even
to him t' at Ts poor ai^ of a contrite spirit, and tEax'tremhleth at
5iy vjordT"

S e e f o r e g o i n g v e r s e a n d n o t e s .

"In view of His creative digrhj^ty a temple is a trifle to Him;
h u t H i s m e r c i f u l l o o k i s d i r e c t e d t o o n e o f t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a r a c t e r ,
namely, to the mourners and hroken-hearted and trembler at His word,
that is, one filled with reverential fear of it. "4- See Is. 57:15;
61:1; Ps. 34:18-; 51:17; Ht. 5:3-4; Lnl:e 18:13-14; 2 Kings 22:11,19;
Ezra 9:4; Acts 9:6; 16:29, 30; Jolm 14:23»

3. "He that k i l le th an ox is aS' he that . s layeth a man; ^ that
sacr i f i ce t lT"a Ismb, as he ^aTl j rea l ie tE"a dog»s neck; Ee that o f fere th
an oblation, as he tHat off ereth swine'^s"l3lood; he thaT^r'.meth frank""
Incense, as he t^t blesseth an idol. Yea, theynEave chosen IHeir
ovrn ways, ancf thei r soul del ighteth in thei r"EEominat ions: "

T h e t h o u g h t o f t h i s v e r s e i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o t h a t o f I s . 1 : 11 - 1 5
where -fer formalism is so stronaljr condemned. See also Prov. 15:8^ and
2 1 : 2 7 .

" T h e y w h o o f f e r t h e d u e s a c r i fi c e s , y e t w i t r n u t a o r o o e r s p i r i t ,
are no better than thoy who perform imclean or idolatrous acts."5

T h e l a s t p a r t o f t h i s v e r s e i s a n i n t r o d u c t i o n t o v e r s e f o u r .

4 . " I a l s o w i l l c h o o s e t h e i r d e l u . s i o n s , a n d w i l l b r i n g t h e i r
f e a r s u p o n t h e m . ; b e c a u s e w h e n 1 c a l l e d , n o n e d i d a i i s v v e r ; v / h e n 1 s p a l i e ,
t h e y d i d n o t h e a r , b u t t h e y d i l t h a t w h i c h v ; a s e v i l i n " n i n e e j e s ] a n d
c h o s e ^ g K a t ^ f n e r e i n I " d e l i g K t e d n o t . "

T h e t r a n s l a t i o n b y D e l i t s s c h o f t h e l a s t p a r t o f v e r s e 3 a J i d t h e
fi r s t i : ) a r t o f v e r s e 4 t ' - r o w s l i g h t b o t h u p o n t h e c o n n e c t i o n a n d t h e
r n e a i l i n g - - " A s t h e y h a v e c h o s e n t h e i r w a y s , a n d t h e i r s o u l d e l i g h t s i n
t h e i r a b o r , i n a t i o r a s , s o I w i l l c h o o s e t h e i r m i s f o r t u n e s , a n d I b r i n g
t h e i r t e r r o r s u p o n t h e m ' ' -

"cr
l lote the repyjion of 65:12b in 66:4b and comi'^ents on that verse.

5. "Hear the v;ord of Jehovali , ye that tremble at his v;ord:
Yo u r b r e t h r e n t h a t h a t e y o u , t h a t c a s t y o u o u t f o r m . y n a m e b s a k e ,
have said., IJet Jelioveh be glorifie"I^ Phat we may see your joy; but it
i s t h e y t h a t s l i a l l b ^ p u T t o s h a j r i e T "

A l e x a n d e r g i v e s a c l e a r , c o n c i s e e x p o s i t i o n o f t h i s v e r s e a s
follows: "Heer the word (or promise) of Jehovah, je thai v^ait for
i t w i t h t r e m b l i n g c o n fi d e u c e : y o u r b r e t h r e n ( t h e u n c o n v e r t e d J e w s )
who ha te you and cas t you ou t fo r rny name 's sa l :e , have sa id ( in so
do ingS Jehova l i w i l l be g lo r i ous (o r g lo r i f y h imse l f i n you r beha l f

4 . P e l i t z s c l i .
5 . P u m m e l o w .
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no donlDt), and v/e shall witness your salvation (a. bitter ironv
like that in oh, 5:19); bnt they (who thus speak) shall themselves
be confounded (by behol-'iny what they now consider so incredible
Thus und rstood the verse is an assurance to the chosen'remnant in
whom the true Israel was to be peipetuated, that although their
unbelieving coimtrymen might cast them out with scorn and hatred
for a time, their spite should soon be utterly confounded.Com
p a r e J o h n 1 5 : 1 8 - 2 0 ; 1 6 : 2 .

6, "A voice of tujnult from the city, a voice from the temple,
^ "VQIQs of Jehovah'that renderpth recompense to his enem_ies. "

TThereas the servants of God addressed in the foregoing verse
are comforted, their enemies are confounded and condemned. Jehovah
recompenses his enemies. ( Is. 59:18; 65:6)

7. "Before she tr^ryailed, she brought forth; before her pain
c a r n e , s h e w a s d e l i v e r e d o f a m a n ' ^ ^ ^ i T T. ' ' "

B y t h i s s t r i k i n g fi g - u r e t h e r ^ i s s e t f o r t h t h e s u d d e n o r u n e x
pected increase of Zion or the church. Compai-e Is. 49:21; 54:1.

_ "Who_ hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things?Shall a land, be boirTlln one day? shall a nation be brought forth
at once? Tor as soon as Zion travailed, she brougit fortlTher childj

T h e u n h e a r d a n d t h e u n s e e n h a v e t a k e n p l a c e i n t h e l i f e a n d i n
crease 01 the chirrch (See Acts 2:41; Rom. 15:18-21) Such mighty
w o r k s c o n t i n u e , a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e u n t i l ' • a l l t h e r a n s o m e d c h u r c h o f
G o d b e s a v e d t o s i n n o m o r e . "

9. "Shall I bring to birth, and not cause to bring forth?
saith J eh o vail; "^all I TEat cause to bring fortK" shut the womb?
s a i t h t h y G o d ? '

The eitplaiiation of Zion's enlai^gem.ent is the supernatural, almighty
power and grace of God. ITothing is too hard for Him. See Gen. 18:14;
Zech. 4:6. And He who began the v/ork vdll see it through to its full
and pe r fec t accom.p l i shmen t .

10. "Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all ye
IQ '^Q re joTce fo r "^oy v / i th ' her, a l l ye tha t moum'Tover l ie r. "

In view of the joyful change to come to Zion, all who sympathize
w i t h h e r i n h e r j o y s a u d i n h e r s o r r o w s — t h e t r u e f r i e n d s a n d l o v e r s
of the church, are cal led upon to rejoice v-ath and for her. See Ps.
1 3 7 : 6 ; I s . 6 1 : 2 - 3 .

11 . " T h a t y e ^ u c k a n d b e s a t i s fi e d v a t h t h e b r e a s t s o f h e r
consolations; that ye may milk ouT, and be deli^ditecTwith the abm^nce

l e r g l o r y ,

Continuing the fignre of Jerusalem, or the church as mother, and
believers as her children we are told that they may have the blessings
o f s p i r i t u a l m o r i r i s h m e n t , s a t i s f a c t i o n , c o n s o l a t i o n , d e l i g h t . C o m p e r e
P s . 3 6 : 8 ; I P e t . 2 : 2 .
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12. "Por thus saith Jehoval i , Eehoy. ' 5 wi l l extencT peace to
her l ike a r iver, and the g_lo_r;^ of the nations l ike an overflowing
stream: anr' ye shall suck thereof; ye shall "Fe home upon the side,
and shall he dangled uoon the Iznees.'^

The peace of Zion shall be continued iSee Is 9:7; Ps. 72:3-7),
and her increase abundant thru the coming in and consecration of the
n a t i o n s . ( C h . 4 5 : 1 4 ; 5 4 : 3 ; 6 0 : 4 - 1 4 ) . T h e c h i l d r e n o f Z i o n s h a l l b e
nourished and nurtured. Compare vs. 11; 49; 22; ^0:4.

13. "As one v/hon his mother comforteth so wil l I comfort you;
and ye shalTH^e comforted' in Jerus^em; "

H e r ? t h e h e a r t o f G o d ' s l o v e i s l a i d b a r e i n o n e o f t h c / s . s t r o n g e s t
figures of Scripture. Compare Is. 49:15. He is the CJod of all comfort. (IlCor. 1:3) "The prophet now^ sees the members of the Church
grown- up from childhood to manhood; tney suck.like a child and are
comfo r ted l i ke a g rown-up son . " I n Jemsa lem sugges ts t he on l y
mean.s by viiich these blessings are To be secured, namely, a union
o f a f f e c t i o n a n d o f i n t e r e s t v / i t h t h e I s r a e l o f G o d , t o w h o m a l o n e
they are promised. "7

14. "And ye sha l l see i t , and your hear t sha l l re jo ice , and
your bones sEalT""flourish liT^ the tender grass; and the "Hand of
Jehovah shall be known toward his servants; an^ he will have in'^g-
na t ion aga ins tTi s enem. ies . "

Wonderful new blessings are to be received by the chi ldren of
Z ion (1 ) A new s igh t , God fu l fi l l i ng H is p romises . Com.pare John
16:22. (2) a new joy—real hear t joy. (3) A new st rength- -Por the joy
of Jehovah is your strengi:h" (Heh, 8:10b). (4) A new revelation of the
power, grace, and just ice of God, "The hai id of our God is upon al l
t h e m t h a t s e e k h i m . , f o r g o o d ; b u t h i s p o w e r a n d h i s w r a t h i s a g a i n s t
a l l t h e m t h a t f o r s a l ^ e h i m . . " ( E z r a 8 : 2 2 b ) .

1 5 . " F o r , b e h o l d , J e h o v a h w i l l c o m e w i t h fi r e , a n d h i s c h a r i o t s
shall' be like the v/hirlwlnd; to render his anger \wLth fierceness, and""
J i i s r e i . a m e s o ; : i r e .

Ye r s e s 1 5 - 1 7 e n l a r g e u p o n t h e l a s t s t a t e m e n t o f v e r s e I 4 . G o d
w i t h t h e fi r e o f j u d g m e n t v / h e t h e r t e m p o r a l j u d g m . e n t s o r t h e fi n a l
judgment, will com.e rapidly to recompens? and rebulce his enemies.
Compare Is. 30:55; Heb". 12:29, "For our God is a consuming fire";
2 T h e s s . 1 : 6 - 9 ; 2 P e t . 3 : 1 0 - 1 2 .

1 6 . " F o r b y fi r e w i l l J e h o v a h e x e c u t e ^ j u d g m e n t , a n d b y M s s w o r d ,
upon all flesh; and the slain of Jehovah""shall be many. "

T h e p e r s o n a l a c t i o n o f J e h o v a l i i n e x e c u t i n g j u d g m e n t b y fi r e
a n d s w o r d , t w o o r d i n a r y m m a n s o f d e t r a c t i o n , i s h e r e e m p h a s i s e d .

S e e I s . 3 4 : 5 - 1 0 ; R e v. 1 9 : 11 - 2 1 .

6 . F e l i t s s c h .
7 . A l e x a n d e r .
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Dr. Alexander appl ies these words pr imar i ly to the judgment
v/hich came u on the Jewish state. Me says, "A sure clue to the
pr imary appl icat ion of the verse before us is a fforded by our dav ior*s
words in Hatt . 24:22, where in speaking of the speedy destruct ion
of Jerus lern he says that excepting the elect no'f3e sh should be
saved , tha t i s no po i rb ion o f the Jewish race bu t those ' . ' ' / ho were o r
da i ned t o e te rna l l i f e t h rough f a i t h i n h im . "8

17. "They t l ' ia t sanct i fy themselves and pur i^ themselves to
go un to t he ga rdens , beh ind one i n t he m ids tea t i ng sw ine ' s fle^ ,
and the abomination, and the mouse,~^ey shall come to an end to
gether, s ai t h J eh o vah. "

The ob j ec t s o f dod ' s j udgmen ts a re he re desc r i bed and t he i r doom,
p r o n o u n c e d . T h e y a r e t h e s a m e c l a s s o f p e o p l e a s a r e d e s c r i b e d i n
chapter 65:3-4. They or-e evidently the ungodly in general with part-
i c u l a : : r e f e r e n c e t o t h e o c r i t e s a n d g r o s s i d o l a t o r s . S e e R e v .
2 1 : 2 7 .

As t o t he sw ine and mouse see l ev. 11 :7 and 29 , and I s . 65 :4
w i t h n o t e s .

18. "For I Ipiow their works and their thoughts: the time
Cometh, that I mi l gather a l l nat ions and tongues; andlPSHeysHal l
come, and shaTl see my gl03:y7^

Jehovah is the al l -v/ is- , a l l knowing ( lod (See Is. 37:28; John
5:42; Mt. 9:4; 12:25; luJce 5:22; Heb, 4:12), who mi l mani fest h is
m a j e s t i c g l o r y i n j u d g m e n t b e f o r e a l l t h e n a t i o n s . ? H e h a s ; s e t t h e
t ime and m i l e f fec t t he ga the r ing o f a l l t he na t ions . Oomuare
M t . 2 4 : 3 1 .

"To see the glory of Jehovaii is a phrase repeatedly used else
where to denote the special manifestation of his presence and power
(ch. 40:5; 59:19; 60:2,jand is apulied by tzekiel to the disT>la3r of
h is pun i t i ve j us t i ce in the s igh t o f a l l mank ind ^Szek . 39 :21 ) . "9

19. "And I will s^ a sign. am.ong them, and 1 will send such as
escape of tEim unto the na!^ions, to Tarshisli,"rul, "^i^LudT^tHi^iFdiuw
the bow, to Tubal and Javan, To tEe isles eTex off, that have not heard
niy f^e, neither have seen my glozy; and they shall declare my glory
among the na t ionsT^

The sett ing of a sign and the sending of missionaries as wit
n e s s e s t o t h e h e a t h e n w o r l d e x e h e r e p r o u d e s i e d . I n t e r - o r e t e r s d i f f e r
as to what is meant by «sign*. The two fol lowing are worthy of con
sideration. Alexander understands the passage as""exactly descriptive
of the preaching of the gosoel at the beginning of the new dispensation.
All the first prea hers were escaped Jev/s, jpluc]:ed as brands from the
burning, saved from that perverse'generation (wots 2:40). The sign
will then denote the whole miraculous disolay of divine power, in

8 . j i l e x a n d e r
9 . I b i d .



3 3 0

b r i n g i n g t h e o l d d i s p e n s a t i o n t o a c l o s e a n d i n t r o c t i c i n g t h e n e v ; ,
inc lud ing the dest ruct ion o t the unbel ie-^nLng c j ev /s on the one haud,
a n d o n t h e o t h e r a l l t } i o s e s i g n s a n d w o n d e r s a n d d i v e r s m i r a c l e s
an^' gifts of the Holy Ghost (Heb. 2:4-) which Paul calls the signs
of an apostle (2por, 12:12), and which Christ himself had promised
s h o u l d f o l l o w t h e m t h a t b e l i e v e d . " 1 0

"The *s ign* cons is ts in the unexpected, su ipr is ing c i rcumstance—
considering the general slaughter—that a remnant is spared,"11

T h e O n e v . h o w i l l s e n d t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s i s J e h o v a h h i m s e l f .
C o m p a r e h t . 9 : 3 S ^ s n d A c t s . 1 3 ^ 4 * T h e fi e l d f o r ' t h e s e m . i s s i o n s r i e s
i s the hca . then mr ld as rep j - ^esen te ' " . b je va rsh i sh , p robab ly i n Sua in ,
Pill and. Tjud, probaol.-' in .Ifrica, Tubal probably near the Hlac': Sea ,
a n d J a v a n i n G r e e c e .

With this verse comnai-e Mt, 23:19; hark le:15; Rom., 11:5;
3 : 8 ; R o i - , 1 5 : 2 0 - 2 1 .

20 . " / u i d t hey sha l l b r i ng a l l you r b re th ren ou t o f a l l t he
n a t i o n s f o r a n o b l a t i o n u n t o J e h o v a h , u p o n h o r s e s , a n d " T n " ' c E a r a o t s ,
and in l itters, and iroon mules, and upon dromedaries, to my holy
mounTain Jernisa.li^m, saith Jeho-^airT"as the children of Tsrael binng
their oblation in a clean vessel inTo lEEe house of T^ovaii."

T h i s v e r s e f o r - ^ . v e r a s s u r e s t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e f o r e i g n m i s s i o n
a r y e n t e r p r i s e . T h e s u c c e s s f u l a c c o m p l i s h m e n t o f t h e t a s k : o f v r o r l d
missions means (1) A nev; relationship, from all nations brethren in
Christ Jesus—the tme v/or ld brotherhood; (2) A new v/orship. See
John 4:21-24; (5) A new sacrifice—Present your bodies a living
s a i c r i fi c e - - ( S e e R o - m 1 2 : 1 ) , " T h a t I s h o u l d b e a m i n i s t e r o f C h r i s t
Jesus unto "the Genti les, minister ing the gospel of God that the of-
jffering up of the Gentiles ■ ight be made acceptable, being sancti.fied bv
t h e H o l y S p i r i t , " ( R o m , 1 5 : 1 6 ) ,

21, "A:ad of them, also v/ill I take for priests and for levites,
s a i t h J e h o v a h , "

The success of missions means also a new ministry in which Gentiles
a r e i n c l u d e d .

"Some understand this as a promise that they shall all be adm.itted
to the spiritual priesthood common to believers. But others, on the
ground that the expressions, I wi l l take and of them, both imply se
l e c t i o n a n d d i s c r i m . i n a t i o n , r e f e r i t t o t h e O H r i s t i a n m i n i s t r y, t o
w h i c h t h e G e n t i l e s h a v e a s f r e e a c c e s s a s t h e J e w s , " l l

22, "Per as the new heavens and the ne\7 earth, which I will
make, shall remain before me, saith Jehovah, so shall your seed and
y o u r n a p . e r e m a i n , "

As in the foregoing paragraph the success of the missionary enter
pr ise of the church is assured, so here the succession, or cont inuat ion

1 0 , I b i d .
1 1 , I b i d .
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of the church from one generation to another and of its name is
assured, and that by a most striding comparison.

fr. R. A. V/ebb says of the first part of this verse, "This means
that the future cosmic sj^stem, when it comes into being, will be
oeroetual and imm.utahle, imperishable and everlasting. This, in
solendid contrast to the changing and dying order of ^ things^in the^
m ids t o f wh i ch we now l i ve . " I l opa , " pagu O j j Va th
this verse compare Is. 65!l7; Heb. 12:27-28; 2 Pet. 3!l3; Rev. 21:1;
John 10:27-29: I Pet. 1:4-5.

23 "And it shall come to nass, that from one nev^ moon ^ another,
and from on^abHath to" anther,sEall'"aTT TTesh comedo worship^fore
me7 sai^h Jehovah."

This is a prophecy of the periodical succession of worship before
Jehovah by all flesh. "Gentiles as well as Jev/s, women as well as
men, shall come and worshio before God, in his presence, though ^ot
in his temple at Jerusalem, but in religious assemblies dispersed the
world over, which shall be to them as the tabernacle o± me .ting was
to the Jev/s."i^

"0 thou that heaa-est prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come"
(Ps. 65:2). "Yea. all kin^s shall fall down before him; all nations
shall serve him" (Ps. 72:11). "All nations whom thou hast made shall
com.e an^i worship before thee, 0 lord; and they shall glorify thy
name." XPs. 86:9)• also John 4: 23-24^ and Rev. 15:4.

24. "And they shall go forth, ^d look upon the dead bodies
of the men tl^t have transgressed against me: Tot their shall
not"~^e, neither'"''iKall their fire ^ quencFed; and they shall
aBKorring unto'^11 flesITI

Most im.pressive is the summ.ary contrast of these two concluding
verses. "The whole is condensed into a single vivid spectacle, of^
which the central figure is Jerusalem, and its wallsfbhe dividing line
between the tv70 contrasted objedts. Y/itliin is the true Israel, v/ith-
out the fa lse. Wi th i : - , a great congregat ion, even »al l f lesh,* come
from the east and the west, and the north and the south, the
natural children of the kingdom are cast out. (lit. 8:12). '^In no un
certain tones this last verse sounds the note of final doom of the
ungodly, in language used by Jesus himself in describing the punish
ment of the wicked. (Mark 9:48).

"And these shal l go away into eternal punishment: but the
righteous into eternal life." (Mt. 25:46). Por God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
on him should not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16).


