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"Behold, your God!"
Chapter 48

lese three words found in Isaiah 40:9 were suggested by Dr.

Mar as a text for Chapters 40-48, the view of God belng sst
forth something like thiss

Chapter 40 - @God great in nature -

Chapter 41 - God great in history

Chapter 42 - @God great in the true religion

Chapters 43-45 - God great in Israel: Divine love redeeming Israel
(43),1D1vine glfts transforming Isreel (44) Divine providence restoring
Israel. ) )
_ Chapters 46-48 - God great in Babylon, overthrowing the gods and
the city of Babylon, and delivering Israel. '

.Chapter 48 is somewhat a summary or reiteration of a number of
the leading thoughts of this entire section. Behold, your Godl
(1) He rebukes the sins of Israel - hypoerisy, obstinacy, idolatry,
apostagy, which were committed notwithstanding the clear and repeated
proof of Jehovah's sole delty, given in His power to predict future
events and bring them to pass. (48:1-8)
(2) He reveals His sovereign grace in delivering end chastising
Israel (verses 9-11).
(3) He reveals His incomparsble greatness, verses 12-16.
(4) He reflects on what the results would have been 1f Israel had
followed His leachings. /7-/§
(5) He relterates that He has redeemed his Servant Jacob in His closing
appeal to his people to accept and declare to the end of the earth
the good tidings. (verses 20-22).

4831 "Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, who are caslled by the name
of Israel, end are come forth out of the waters of Judah; who swear

by the name of Jehoveh, snd make mention of the God of Isrsel, but
not in truth, nor in righteousness." _

"pirectly addressing the people of Ksrael one of thelr sins
rebuked was hypocrisy. These exiles in Babylonla acknowledged Jehoveh's
deity, and their relation to him, but not in truth and righteousness,
that is, without their spirit and conduct agreeing with their con-
fession asnd corresponding to God!'s known will.®l John 4:24

2. "Fopr they call themselves of the holy city, end stay themselves
upon the God of Israel; Jehoveh of hosts 1s his neme.W

This is the first time in the .Btble Jerusalem is called the holy
city. See Isaiah 52:1; Revelation 21:2; 22:19.

Note the seven expressions descriptive of Israel in verses 1,2.
Compare Romans 2328-29; 7.é-&

declared the former things from of old; yea, they went

mouth, and I showed them; suddenly T did them, and
= === :

3. "I have
orth out
ey came

]

518
F 5
[}
1/}

g

1. Del.



See 4239; 45:21; 46310, and notes, and Joshua 21345,

4. "Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an
- iron sinew, and thy brow brass;" T

The purpose of Jehovah'!s prediction and fulfilment is here
stated. It gave an undenliable proof to obstinate Israel of His sole
delty. Israel's sin of obstinacy is here emphasized. Campere
Exodus 32:9; Proverbs 29:1; Jeremlah 7326; Zechariah 7:12; Acts 7351.

5. "Therefors I have declared it to thee from of old; before it

came to pass I showed it thee; lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol
hath done them, and my graven image, hath commanded them.

Jehovah's purpose in prediction is further explained, and Isrsel's
sin of idolatry emphasized.

"If it be asked, 'Why does the prophet mention idols, seeing
that the Jews professed the worshlp of one God?' I reply, they had
been corrupted by assoclating with the Gentiles, and had degenersated
1nto"§uperstitions, to & ch an extent, that they had entirely forgotten
God.

6, "fhou hast heard it; behold'all this; and ye, wlll-ye not:

declare 1t%? I have.showed. thee: new things from this time, even hidden
things, which thou hast not known. ‘

Jdehovah referred not only to what he had done in the past
(verse 3) but also to new things; both the former things, and the
new things He only could predict and bring to pass. See 42:9 and
notes, also 483l4.

7. "They are created now, and not from of old; and before this
dey thou heardest them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew
them."

This new revelation of future things 1s supernatural, not of i
human wisdom. Only Jehovah can reveal the new and hidden things; and
now is the first announcement of them. "Israel has not heard these
things...lest 1t should arrogate to itself as drawn from its o
resources knowledge furnished by prophecy."d :

8. "Yes, thouvheardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from of
old thine ear was not opened: for I knew _that{xh!t_)ou didst deilw very
treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb.

"God had told them so much before_hand, lest they should ascribe
the event to other causes. He had told them no more, because he knew
that they would wickedly ebuse his favor...because they were traltors
and spostates, he would not allow them to hear or know the things in

2. John Calvin,
3. Del. :



question."4 See Isaiah 639,10; 42:19,20; John 12:39,40; Hosea 627;
Malachi 2311; Ephesians 233.

9. "For my neme's sake will I defer mine snger, snd for my praise
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will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off."

"But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love wherewlth he
loved us" (Ephesians 234). Over against treachery and transgression
from the beginning, the gospel according to Isalsh, and according to
Paul, place the grace of God - "Grace greater then all our sin".
Jehovah in the midst of wrath remembers mercy. Frultless, rebellious
Israel (see verse 8), ye2, all sinners, are saved only by grace, for
the sake of His name, and for His praise. See Psalm 78:38; 103:8-10;
Epheslians 2:4-6.

10. "Behold, I have refined thee, but not as silver; I have chosen
thee in the furnace of affiiction.”

His grace works for purifying and proving the sinner. "For
God cslled us not for uncleanness, but in sanctification" (I Thessa-
loniansk:?). The furnace of a¥fliction may refer to Egypt (Deuteronomy
4:201,or to Babylon.

The chastening hend of the God af all grace works for the meking
of the cholcest characters. SeeJob 23:310; Hebrews 12:10,11; I Peber
1:%7; 4312; Revelation 3:19. '

11, "For mine own sske, for mine own sake, will I do it; for how

should my neme be profaned? sand my glory will I not give to another,"

"what Jehovah does for his own people, 1s in truth done notsfor
any merit upon their part, but to protect hls own dévine honor."
- Note the repetition for emphasis of the expression "For my own sake'.,

Compare verse 8.

12. "Hearken unto me, O Jacob, and Israel my calleds I am he; I
am the first, I also am the last.

. The absolute, exclusive, @nchangeable God again addresses Hls
chosen people, called according to his purpose. Compare Romans 8:28;
Revelation 17:14; Isalah 41:4 and notes.
This verse begins a paragraph setting forkh His incompareble great-

nesse.

13. "Yes, my hand hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my
right hand hath spread out the heavenss when I call unto them, they

stand up together.
%He and none else 1s the Creator of the earth and the heavens,

at whose Almighty call they place themslves at His service" .6 Compare
4235; 45:12,18; and notes on these verses.

4, Alexander.
5. ibid.
6- Delo
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14. "Assemble yourselves, all ye, and hear who smong theﬁ.hath
declared these things? He whom Jehovah loveth shall perform his pleasure

According to the common interpretation the Jews are here sum-
moned. Another view is that it is the heathen who are summoned.
The challenge is for any among the heathen, evlidently referring to
their gods or wise men, to declare future events as Jehovah has done.
Most interpreters see in the last part of the verse a reference to
Cyrus. Compare Isaiah 43:9; 45320.21; 45:10.11; 13:17-19.

15, "I, even I, have spoken; yes, I have called him; I have brought
him, and he shall make his way grosperous.ii

"I" is repeated for emphasis. Jehovah is the sovereign God who
has spoken, promising deliverance to His people. He has called his
instrument (41:2; 45:1,2). He will give him success in his mission.

16, "Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; from the beginning I
have not spoken in secret; from the time that it was, there am I:

and now the Lord Jehovah hath sent me, and his Spirit."

Interpretations of this verse greatly vary. Most agree that up
to the words "and now", Jehovah is speaking. Compare 45:19. One
interpretation of the words, "F,om the time that it was, I am", is,
that the second person of the Trinity is the speaker. Proverbs 8327
seems to support this view. In the last part of the verse beginning
with the words "and now", the speaker, according to some interpreters
(Calvin, Matthew Henry, Barnes) is the Prophet; according to others
the speaker here 1s the second person of the Trimity.

Delitzsch saxs, UNothing is more likely than that the words,
"and now the Lord%", etc. are a prelude of the dlscourse of the one
unique Servent of.Jehovah about himself which opens in Chapter 49."
Referring to verses 12-16,Dr. Edward Mack says, "These strange words
are spoken by One who 1s the Divine Creator, who is also the Providence
who raises up and prospers Cyrus against the Bhabylonlans, and who now
represents himself as sent by Jehovah and his Spirit,

This divine Person certainly is not Israel, but calls to and
rebukes Israel. He can be none other than the Personal Servant, whose
mission will be described in chapters 49 and 55.7 If this last view
is correct,what a glorious climax to the paragraph presenting the in-
comparable greatness and abiding presence of Jehovahl

17. "Thus saith Jehoveh, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israels
I am Jehovsh thy God, who teacheth thes to profit, who leadeth thee
by the way thet thou shouldest go." . )

This verse is a preface to the words to follow. For the word
YRedeemer" see 41:14 and notes. For "Holy One of Israel" see 1:4.
He is Teacher to profit. (See Job ¥6:22; John 6:45; II Timothy 33 ,
16,17). He is Gulde to lead the proper wey (Psalm 32:8; Isalah 30:21).

18, "Oh that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had
thy peace been as & river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea."

Ry G C————
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The lesson of obedience should be well } arned in the school of
suffering.

The loss of blessings is an inevitable result of disobedience.

The desire of Jehovah is that Israel follow his teachings and be
fully blessed. SetDeuteronomy 5:29; 52:29; Psalm 81:13-16.

"Peace and righteousness appear here as the divine geft, not
deserved by Israel, but dependent only on the falth which marks and
apprOpriatqs the divine word, and especially the word promising re-
demption."’ "The ideas suggested by the figure of a river are abundance,
perpetulty, and freshness, to which the wavgs of the sea add those of
vastness, depth, and continual succession.” :

19. "Thy seed 8lso hed been as the sand, snd the offspring of thy

bowels like the grains thereof: his name would not be cut:  off no®
destroyed from before me.m"

Not only peace and righteousness appear as the divine gift
dependent. upon faith, (see foregoing note) but also & numerous seed.
- Here there 1s evidently a speelalreference "To the promise made to
Abreham and Jacob (Genesis 22:17; 32:12), the partial accomplishment
of which (II Samuel 17:11) is not inconsistent with the thought here
expressed, that, in the case supposed, Iwould have been far more ample
and conspicuous. We may suppose that the writer, after wishing that
the people hed esceped the strokes provoked by thelr iniquitiles, de-
clares that even now they shall not be entirely destroyed." See
Romans 9:29.

20. "Go ye forth from Bgbylon, flee ye from the Cheldeans; with
- a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of

the earth: say ye, Jdehovah hath redeemed his servant Jacgb.ﬁ—

The promise of deliverance from Bgbylon 1s in the form of a
sumons to proceed quickly from Babylon (Isalsh 52:11; Revelation 18:
4) und to proclaim joyfully to the whole worid the good tidings of
redemption from aptivity. "Let. the redeemed of the Lord say so."(Ps.107:!

21. "And they/thiirsted not when he led them through the deserts; he 1
caused the waters 'to flow out of the rock also, and the waters gushed out.’

This 1s evidently & refermnce to the miraculous provision God made
for his people in the wilderness following their deliverance from Eygpt.
See Exodus 17:6; Mumbers 20:11; Psalm 78:15,16,20. The same God not
only delivered His people from Babylon, but also provided for thelr needs
in their return to Jerusalem.

22, "There is no peece, saith Jehovah, to the wicked."

"The ungodly in Israel are meant, The utterance says in negative
form the same that is saild positively in 'Peace upon the Israel of God!'.
@elatians 6:16. !'Peace' is the broadest, deepest definition of the future
selvation. From this the ungodly exclude themselves; they have no part
in the future inheritance; the Sabbath rest reserved for God's people
belongs not to them."l ‘

7. Del.
8. Alexander.
g. ibid.
10 -Delo
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Jehovah'!s Servant and Zion
. Chapter 49

- This Ghapter begins a great section of Isaish's prophecy which
presents, according to Dr. W. H. Marquess, Salvation promised (€hap-
ters 49-51), Salvation provided (@hapters 52-54), and Salvation ‘
Proffered (&hapters 55-57), the text of the whole section being,
"Behold, my servant" (42:1a)

Chapter 48:16b seems to form the prelude to the discourse which

- begins with €hapter 49. From verse one the unique Servant of Jehovah,
the true Israel, the seed of Apreham, which is One, speaks as the
Messianic individual in the first person. "Never agasin in his Servant
€hapters, after this rise to a spilritual conceptifn of the Servent, will
Isalah ever return to the purely national phase." The Ghapter presents,
l. The Servant, His Sphere of Service, and His assured Success (verses
1-15). The Servant is "called,equippéd, used as an executive agent,

sent to effect Israel and the world, exalted over kings after his
humiliation", is given a world-wide mission, and is promised ultimate

- success. Dr. G. L. Robinson calls 49:1-15 the second of the four 4%
9gervant Songs", the first being 42:1-9; the third 50:4-11; the fourth 3~
A5355; 12. 2. Despondent Zion Comforted (verses 14-26). 2Zion willbe
rfmembered, redeemed, replenished, returned, revered, released.

- 4931 "Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, fraom fars:
- Jehovah hath called me from the wamb; from the bowels of my mother hath

T T ————  ——  C——————E e eate—

he made mention of my nsmes"

As already indicated in the introduction to this &hapter, the
speaker we interpret to be the individual servant of Jehovah, the
Messlah introduced in @hapter 42:1 ff. Commenting on the view that
the speaker 1s Israel, the Chosen people, Dr. Alexander says, *At the
same time there are clear indications that the words are the words of
the Messlah., These two most plausible interpretations may be reconciled
and blended, by assuming that-in this case as in €hepter 42:1, the idesal
speaker 1s the Messlah considered as the head of hls people and as
forming with them one comglex person.”

. Delitzsch says, "When the expression is applied in.the fullest
extent of its meaning, "The Servant of Jehovah' slgnifies all Israel;
when it 1s confined to its inner and narrower sense, it signifles the
true people of Jehovah who are included wlthin the nation, like the
kernel within the husk...; here, however, the idea 1s restricted to its
central thought, and the expression becomes the ildeal representation of
an individual." The people here addressed are the Gentliles. See
4231-4; 45322. The occasion is represented as the turning of the
Messiah to the Gentiles, having been rejected by the Jews. The servant
of Jehoveh spesks of His divine appointment. He was called and named

to be Savior. See Matthew 1l:20,21; Luke 1331-35.

2. "And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow
of his hand hath he hid me; and he hath made me g polished shaft; in

—— i —————— ‘et e  Somp—  ———— . ‘i ———  ee————— G S
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The Servent of Jehovah was also divinely equipped, protected, and
prepared for service. "By mouth we are of|course to understand speech,

discourse. The comparjison 1s repeated and ¢xplained in the Epistle
to the Hebrews (4::12)"é P

3. "And he sald unto me, Thou art my servant; Israel, in whom
I will be glorified." '

The servant of Jehovah is not only divinely appointed and
qualified, but also used as Hls executive agent.

"The servant of Jehovah is the kernel of the kernel of Israel,
Israel's inmost centre, Israel's highest hegd. He it is in whom
(that is, on whom and through whom) Jghovah |[glorifies Himself, by
carrying out through him the cougsel of loveg which is the self-
‘?lorification of His holy love."

Explaining the term "Israel™ here Calvin says, "Under the name
Israel, by which he means Christ, Isaish includes the whole bedy of
the people as members under the head®. See {I. Corinthians 12§12. Com-
pare notes under 49:1. ‘

4. "But I said, I_have labored in vain, I have spent my strength
for nought and vanity; yet surely the justice due to me 1s with Je-
hovah, and my recompense with my God."

~ "Though my labor be umprofitable, and though I have almost ex-
hausted my strength withont doing any good, yet it is enough that God
approve of my obedience."4
"He came unto his own, and his own received him not{ John 13ll.
"He calmly, 1gsp1te of seeming 111l success for the time, left
the result with_God, confident of final triumph (Chapter 53310-12;
I Peter 2:23)".5 .
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servant, to bring Jacob again to him, and that Israel be gathered
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h ble in the eyes of Jehovah, and my God is
unto him (for I sm honoras in of ’ my

become my strength);

The proximate design of the Servant'!'s divine appointment is here
stated (Compare Isaish 14:1 and 11:12), and the reason for assurance
of ultimate success. See Epheslans 1:20-22. »

A 6. "Yea, he saith, It is too light a thing that thou shouldest
be my servaent to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the

preserved of Israels JEw 111 also give thee for a light to the Gen-
tlles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.”

While the proximate design of the Servant'!'s mission 1s the sal-
vation of the Jews, it is not so limited. His coming is for a light
to the Gentiles, for salvation to the end of the earth. ILuke 24:46,47.
Tt was not enough for the Messish (and the people as his representa-
tives) to lqbour for the natural descendents of Abrghem, but he and

2. dlexander.
3. Del.

4, John Calvin.
5. Feusset.



- they must have a wider f1eld."® Note the use made of this p:
Peul and Barnebas, Acts 13346,47, S passage by

7. "Thus saith Jehovah, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy
One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to

e G S———  —

& servent of rulers: EKings shall see and arise; princes, and they
shall worship; because of Jehovah that 1s faithful,,even’the~ﬁolx
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For similar titles of Jehovah see 48:17 and notes. The humilia-
tion of the Messlah will be followed by His exaltation. This verse
foreshadows @hapter 53. See 53:3; Psalm 22:6-8; Matthew 26367; 27:38-
44; Luke 23:18,23; John 18:40; 19:6,15; Matthew 20:28; Isaish 52:15;
Pselm 72310,11; Revelation 11:15.

Note the grand reason given for the change here promised - Be-
cause of Jehoveh that is faithful. Compare I Thessalonians 5324.

8. "Thus salth Jehovah, In an accepteble time have I snswered thee,
n

and in a day of salvation have I helped thee; and I will preserve
thee, and give thee for a covenmnt of the people, to raise up the_land,

— T ———  ———————————————  Sat—

~ "Acceptable time" means "A suitable or appointed time for showing

grace or favor."? See Galatians 4:4; Acts 2324-32, God hears and
answers the prayers of His Son. See Psalm 2:8;John 11341,42; Hebrews
5:7. "Prayer has its rise and its deepest source in the very being
of God. The decrees of God arenot decisions made by Him without re-
ference to thg Son, or Hls petition, or the petition to be sent up
through Him." .

For "covenant of the people" see 42:6 with notes.
~ @Grace not only brings salvation but also bulilds the Church. See

_Ephesians 2:12-19.

"Here again we have clear apostolic authority for applying this
description to the Church, or people of God, as the Body of which
Christ is the head. Paul says to the Corinthians,'We then as workers
together (with him) beseech you also that ye receive not the word of
God in vain. For he salth, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and
in the day of salvation have I succoured theeg What follows is no
part of the quotation but Paul's cament on 1it. {Behold, now is the
sccepted time: behold, now is the day of salvation.' (II Corinthiens
6:2). This, teken in connection with the citatlon of verse 6 1in Acts
13:47, precludes the supposition of an accidental or ummeaning ap-
pliceation of‘thés passage to the people or ministers of Christ as well
as to himself."

9. "Saying to them that are bound, Go forth; to them that are in
darkness, Show yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and on all
bare heights shall be their pasture.”

The Servant of Jehovah came to bring freedom to them that are
bound (Zecharish 9:11,12; Luke 4318), light to them that are in dark-

6. Alexander.
7.ibid.
8. Marray, "wWith Christ", page 132 .

9. Alexander.



ness (Colossians 1313; Isaish 932; John 8312), provision for His
flock (Psslm 2331,2; John 10:9). ‘

10, "They shall not hubgernor thirst; neither shall the heat nor
sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them will lead them, even
by springs of water will he guide them."

The thought of the foregoing verse 1s continued. Provision,prd-
tection, and guldance are promised (John 6:35; Revelation 7:16,17;
Psalm 121:5,6; Psalm 2333,4) He 1s a Guide who has mercy. See Isalsh
14:1; Ezekiel 34:23.

1l. "Apd I will make all my mountains g way, and my highways
shall be exalted."

The way will be prepared, obstructions wlll be removed for the
return of His people to Zlon. Se Isalah 1ll:l6; 35:8-10; 40:3,4, and
notes on these verses.
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and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim." -

His people will come from distent lands of the world. See
Psalm 22:27; 72:10-11; Matthew 8:11; Revelation 7:9; 11:15. Of the
several views regarding "the land of Sinim" the most cammon is that
it is China, which appears to be correct.

13. "Sing, O heavens; and be joyful O earth; and break forth into

singing, O mountains: for Jehoveh hath comforted his people, and will
have compsssion upon his afflicted.®

In view of the assured success of the mlssion of the Servant, as
given in the foregoing verses, all of nature 1s summoned to praise
God; for He i1s the God of Comfort and Compassion. See Isaish 40:l
and 54:7,8,10.

Compaere the lyrical outburst in Isaish 42:10-12,and 44323, and
the setting of each.

14. "But Zion saild, Jehovsh hath forsaken me, snd the Lord hath
forgotten me."

In the midst of present despondency Zion utters this complaint.
Compare Isaish 40:27. "Zion, or Jerusalem is mentioned as the capital
of Israel, the centre of the true religion, the earthly residence of
God himself, and therefore an appro%ri’aote anqd natural emblem of his
chosen people or the ancient church®. ""-

15. "Can s women forget her sucking child, that she should not
have compassion on the son of her womb? ea, these may forget, yet

will not I forget thee."

*7o ‘the complaining Church, which knows that her home is in Zion
and Jerusalem, and yet has now been so long torn from that home,

10, Olrxanclen, .



Jehovah sets forth Hls love, which is as_inaliensble as material love -
nay is far stronger than material love."® Compare Jeremish 31:20.

16. "Behold, I have graven thee ugbn the palms of my hands; thy
walls are continually befidre me.

"There i1s the picture of Zion, unapproachable by every ereature,
as near to Him as He is to Hymself, and coming before Him in all the
movements of Hls divine 1life; there He has the walls of Zion ever
present to Hym; and though they are broken down for a time here below,
they have with Him an eternal ideal existence which must fger be
reallzed agasin and again in increasingly glorious forms." See
Revelation 21:10-21.

17. "Thy children meke haste ;5 thy destroyers gnd they that made
thee waste shall go forth from thee.

The cechlldren of Zion are coming in to thelr possession and the
enemies of Zion are taking their departure.

18. "Lift up thine eyes round sbout, gnd beholds all these gather

themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith Jehovah,
thou shalt surely elothe thee with them all as with an ornament,and

gird thyself with them,like a bride.W ,

A Glorious $ight for Zigh! Who are to be seen? rom whence came
they? What are they doing? {(What will they become? /What will Zion
beocome? They are the children of Zion, or the converts of the Church.
They ceme from “round about®, from the four quarters of the earth.

See verse 1l2. They are gathering into Zlon, replenishing the Church.
(Isaish 60:4). They will become as jewels, for adorning Zion.
Clothed with such ornaments Zion will be like & bride adormed for her
husband. Revelation 21:2. "Jehovah pledgeisHis life that a time of
glory for Zion and her children is coming."

19. "For, as for thy waste end thy desolate places, snd thy land
that hath been destroved, surely now shalt thou be too strait f_g_:g_ the

inhbbitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away.

The land that was waste and desolate is t be so replenished that
it will become over-populated, and their enémles shall be far away =~
not a part of this population. _

20. "The children of thy bereavement shall yet say in thine ears,
The place is too strait for me; give place to me that I mey dwell.

"The children of thy bereavement®, according to one interpretation,
means the children born in exile, accordiig to another, "the children
of whom Zion had hither_ o been deprived®™§ still another view is
"the sons of thee, a childless one", :

1®. Del.
1%, 1bid.
13. ibvid.
1#. ibid.



; 282

The increase of the population of Zion is here ‘emphasized. This
is suggestive of the countless multitudes of the heavenly Zion.

21l. "Then shalt thou say in thy heart, Who hath begotten me
these, seeing I have been bereaved of my children, and am solita. ’
an oxile, and wandering to and fro? and who hath brought up these?
Behold, I was left alone; these, where were they?" :

The general conception here presented is that ®of a childless
.mother finding herself suddenly surrounded by the clamour of a mul-
titude of chlldpen, and asking in asmazement whence they came and
who they are.m Bereaved-Zion, though bewlildered, 1s blessed with a
multitude of children. .-

22, "Thus saith the Lord Jehovah, Bghold, I will 1ift up my hen
to the nations, and set up my ensign to the peoples; and they shall
551%5 E%;ﬁignia;% thelr bosom, and thy daughters shall be carried upon

eir sho ers. .

e

There are here presented Jehovah's summons to the nations and
thelr response.

"The setting up of a banner (5:26; 11:12; 18:3; cf.62:10), as
woll as the waving of the haidd (13:2), 1s a favorite figure in the
Book of Isalah. The nations understand angscarry out His instructions,
and bring the sons and daughters of Zion." wslasen

"Although this refers, in the firstancg(’to the Jews who had been
panished and scattered, yet it undoubtedly ought to be extended to all
the elect of God, who have become partekers of the same grace."lg See
Psalm 22:27; 67:4-7; 72:8,17; 86:9. )

23. "And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, end thelr gueens
thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their faces

to the earth, and lick the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt lmow that

———— S—— O———  SE———  — ST ——————  —

I am Jehovah; and they that walt for me shell not be put to shame.

Kings and queens shall render service and homage to Z2ion. See
Isaish 45:14,with notes; Isalah 60:3; Psalm 72:9-11. Jehoveh will be
recognized as God, and Hys worshippers shall not be put to shame.

24, "Shall ggg,gg%x_ggtaken from the mighty, or the lawful
captives be delivered?

Interpretations of this verse vary.lt seems to be a questlon
ralsed by Zion, weak in the faith, corresponding to verse l4.

"Lawful ceptive,? literally means, “captivity of the just®.

According to Barnes, "The idea is, that it was difficult or almost
impossible to rescue deptives from such hands, and that therefore it
was & matter of wonder and emazement that that coulid be accomplished

which God here promises.®

l&’. Del.
16. ibia.
1¥. John Calvin



-~

- 249 - N 283

25. "Byt thus saith Jehovsh, Even the ceptives of the mighty -
shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered;
for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will
save thy-children." : -

Jehovah here affirms his power to release the captives, and
save the déhildren of Zion. What God has promised He is sble to per-
form. See Romans 4:20,21. Jehoveh will appear as the Champion
gfsisggel's enemy. Compare Hebrews 2:14,15; I John 3:8; Romans

26. "and I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh;

and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine:

and all flesh shell know that I, Jehovah, am' thy Saviour, and thy
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

Jehoveh will bring judgment upon His enemles, among whom there
will be mutual slaughter. ®All this must necessarily be subservient
to that salvation and redemption which form the grand aim of Jehovah
throughout the course of the]gorld's history, the irresistible work
of the Mighty One of Jacob."

The destruction of Babylon and the deliverance of Israsel will
cause all peoples to recognlize that Jehovah 1s God, Israel's
Savior, Redeemer - the Mighty One of Jacob. See Revelation 15:3,4.

8. Del.
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Unfalthful Israel and the Obedient Servant
- Chapter 50 -

In thls brief chapter we have presented (1) Isrsel as respon-
8lble for thelr own rejection. God is not responsible for it. He
is not at fault. He 1is not powerless. ' Israel is responslible. The
transgressions of Israel have separated them from God. (verses 1-3)
(2) The ideal Servant, made perfect through sufferings. "The Servant
is portrayed as an individual, as a prophet, sinless and obedient to
the divine will; submissively patient, because conscious of Jehovah's
unfailing support. In short1 he 1is described as an 1deel prophet made
perfect through sufferings.® (verses 4-9). See Hebrews 5:8,9. (3)
Two possible attitudes towards the message of the Servant (verses 10,11).

50:1. "Thus saith Jehoveh, where is the bill of your mother!'s
divorcement, where with I have put her away? or which of my creditors
is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities were ye

sold, and for your transgressions was your mother put away."

"Husbands often sent bills of divorcement to thelr wives on slight
occasions; and fathers, oppressed with deby, sold their children till
the year of release. But this, saith God, cannot be my case; I am not
governed by any such motives, nor am I urged by any such necessity.
Your ceptivi d afflictions are the frults of your own folly and
wickednﬁssn,?&%w-v; Qe 3.8, Do d Vb7, ¥ ldugo Z.?,' Ned. 55", azrr:s..

"The Jews were sent into Babylon for their idolatry, a sin which
broke the marriasge covenant, and were at last rejected for crucifying
the Lord of glgry; these were the iniquitlies for which they were sold
and put away.®” See James 4:4.

2. "Wherefore, when I csme, was there no man? when I called,
was there none to answer? Is my hend shortened at all that 1t cannot

They had the opportunity to be sa&ed but @;d not accept it. "He
came unto his own but his own received Him not.” (John 1l:1l) See &lso
John 3:19. God is able to deliver, as is illustrated by the miracles

at the time of their redemption from Egypt. Compare Mark 4:39.
"wherefore also he is able to save to the uttermost them that draw

near unto God through him..."Hebrews 7:25.

The power of God 1s revealed in the heavens. This was 1llustrated

in o miraculous way in Egypt (Exodus 10:21), and at the time of the
crucifixzion in Jerusalem. Matthew 27:45.

1. George L. Robinson
2, Treasury of Scripture Knowledge.

3. Matthew Henry.
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4, "The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of them thet are
taught, that I may know how to sustaln with words him that is weary:

he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as they
that are taught." - T

Some Blble scholars conslder the speaker here to be Isaish.4
Alexander's view 1s that "the servant of Jehovah, as he calls himself
in verse 10 below 1s the Messish and His people as a complex person,
or the Church im indissoluble union with its Head."™ The prevalent
interpretation which we prefer is that the speaker is the Messigh.
The Jehovah of the first paragraph who is able to save is here the
Messiah who is willing to save.

"Speaking thus in the first person the Servant describes the
prophetic aspect of his own character. 'He possesses the two funda-
mental qualifications of an ideal prophet: willingness to listen as
often as God speaks, and willil ess always to utter without demur
whatever God commands.'! Orelli.®"  Particularly He has a message that
will bring strength to the weary. Matthew 11:28.

bellious, neither turned away_ backward."”

He has an opened ear, and an obedient heart. See Psalm 40:6-8;
Matthew 26:39; Philipplans 2:8.

L keé “%}ggge ﬁgiba?k to theiggzgﬁks, and my cheeks to them that
plucked o e hair.*

He suhmittéd patiently to suffering and shame. See Isalah 53:5;
Matthew 26:67; 27:30; Mark 15:19; Luke 18:32;Hébrews 12:2.

7. "Por the Lgord Jehoveh will help me;_ therefore have I not been

confounded: therefore have I set my face like g flint, and I know that
I shall not be put to shame."

Faith in Jehovah is the basis for such a complete surrender to
God, and patient submission to sufferings and reproach. With Hls '
help there is no confusion and shame, but courage and determination.
"It is probable that Luke alludes to these passages, when he
says that our, Lord steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem
(Luke 9351)."6

8. "He 1s near that justifieth me; who will contend with me?

—" TN T —  ————— S—

et us stand up together: who is mine adversary? let him come near to

[

-] o'“ ’

o

"The general meaning.of the words is, all this reproach is undeservec
as will be seen hereafter. Since God himself has undertaken his defense,
the accuser's case is hopeless. He therefore asks triumphantly, who will
_contend with me."’ Note how Paul makes use of these expressions in

-

=

4. John Calvin Aeld This view-.

5. George L. Robinson. Y
6. Alexander.

7. 1bid.
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Romans 83:32-54, applying them to a different object.

God Justifies Christ in Hls "judicial acceptance and vindication
of Him on the ground of His own righteousness (Luke 23:44-47;Romans
1:4; I Timothy ©:16, with which ¢f I Peter 3:18),.78 ‘

Believers are jJustified "only for the riggteousness of Christ,
Imputed unto us, and received by faith alone.

9. "Behold,the Lord Jehovsh will help me; who 1is he that shall

condemn me? behold, they all shall wax old as a garment; the moth shall
eat them up."

"If God is for us, who is against us® (Romans 8:31). The moth
eats gradually and quletly in destroying the garment. This 1llustrates
the destruction of the adversaries of the Servant of Jehovah.

10. "iho is smong you that feareth Jehovsh that obeyeth the voice

i ——  E———————————————— Cn  CSCTRMRN  ——————————  —  S————EEASIEE ——

This verse and the following one lgéve in view; flrst,those who
fear Jehoveh; and, second, those who go the way of the ungodly. The
idea is similar to Mark 16:16. WHe that believeth and 1is ba%tized
shall be saved: but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned.

The gdly are exhorted to fear, obey, rely, trust; four words
descriptive of the way of the righteous. Compare Psalm 25:12,14; Ec-
clesiastes 12:15; Hebrews 5:9; Psalm 25:4; John 8:12; Isalah 26:3,4;
Psalm 62:8; I Peter 5:7. .

11. "Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that gird yourselves about
with firebrands; walk ye in the fleme of your fire, and among the brands
that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of my hand; ye shall lie down
in sorrow.

"But the way of the wicked shall porish." (Psalm 1:6b) "The fire
of thelr rage becomes the_fire of divine judgment, and this fire be-
comes their bed of pain."0 See II Thessalonians 1:8,9; Revelation

20:15.

8. Fausset.
9. Shorter Catechlism.

10. Del.
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Comfort to Zion
Chapter 51

The thought of this chapter may be summarized in seven sentencess

1. Z2ion shall be the joyful mother of a multitude of children (verses 1-3).

2. Zion, increased from the Gentiles, shall havé everlasting salvation
(verses 4-6). '

S. Zion's enemies shall perish, but Jehovah's righteousness and salva-
tion are changeless (verses 7,8).

4. Jehovah's arm miraculously used for redemption from Egypt is trusted
for future release(verses 9-11),

5. Jehovah 18 the Comforter of Zion, the omnipotent God, who promises de-

! -liverance and a glorious future to His people (versesl2-16)

6. Prostrate 2ion is called to awake, and stand up, and her afflictions
are lamented (verses 17-20).

7. Jehovah announces the transfer of the cup of His wrath from Zion
to her enemies (verses 21-25).

51:1. "Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that

T S————— ORI  ————— G S—————

of the pit whence ye were digged."

The falithful people of Jehoveh are described first as following
after righteousness, "that is, making it the end if‘all their efforts
to be righteous, or conformed to the will of God®.~ See Deuteronomy
16:20; Proverbs 15:9; 21:21; I Timothy 6:11; II Timothy 2:22. “Seeking
Jehovah" means “geeking his presence, preying to him, worshipping him,
consulting him*,

The last part of the verse is a flgurative reference to the ances-
tors of the Jewlsh people who are campared to a quarry and pit from which
the race had been taken. This figure of speech prepares for verse 2.

o S A G  — E— — ——— — ————————— ———— S ———— ——

many.

The figure of the previous verse 1s explained. ook unto the
historic example of abraham and sareh. He, although one individual,
was called of Jjeghovah, blessed,and multiplied. Genesis 12:1-5; 22:17;
Romens 4:16-24; Galatians ©:9-14. The application to afflicted Zion
is obvious. The God of Abraeham, their God, had called them, and would
bless eand multiply the children of Zion. Thls verse was a great com-
fort to tillliam Carey.

3. "For Jehovah hath comforted Zion; he hath comforted all her
waste places, end hath made her wilderness like kEden, and her desert
1ike the garden of Jehoveh; joy and gladness shall be found thereln,

thanksgiving, end the voice of melody."

1. Alexander.
2. ibid.



"The comparison of €hapter 40:1 shows what we are here to under-
stand by Zion, namely, Jehovah's people, of vhich it was the capital,
the sanctuary, and the symbol."o , '

The God of all comfort (II Corinthians 1:3,4) effects a glorious
change in afflicted Zion,who by His comforting grace becomes the
joyful mother of a multitude of happy, singing children. Zion is
.changed 1lnto a paradise as is beautifully and forcibly expressed in
the comparison. :

4. "Attend unto me, Q my people; and give ear unto me, O my
netion: for & law shall go forth from me, and I will establish my

jJustice for a light of the peoples.

Delitzsch says that the "law here meant 1s that of Zion (2:3),
as distinguished from that of Sinai, - the gospel of redemption; and
Justice is the new ordering of life, in which Israel and the nations
unite. For this Jehovah prepares a firm standing-place from which is
poured out, on all sides, its light to enlighten the nations.® See
Isalaeh 49:6; John 16:8-11. .

5. "By righteousness 1s near, my salvation is gone forth, and
mine arms shall judge the peogles; the isles shall walt for me, and
t.

on mine arm shall they trus the isles shall wailt me

For "righteousness™ and "salvation" see 46:13, with notes. "Arm
of Jehovah" signifies His power. See verse 9, and 53:1. %Isles" in
Isaish are frequently suggestive of distant countries, or countries
in general. See 42:6
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like manner; but my salvation shall be forever, snd my righteousness
shall not be abolished.

"The most extraordinary changes shall be witnessed, moral and
physical; but...amidst them all this one thing shall remain un-
changeable, the righteousness of God as displayed in the salvation4of
his people. (See €hapter 40:8; 65:17; Matthew 5:18; I John 2:17)"

"Righteousness and salvation are the heavenly powers which
throughout the overthrow of the old world attaln the_supremacy and
become the foundations of the new (II Peter 3:13)." S :

7. "Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in
whose heart 1s my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye

dismayed at their revilings."

God's falthful people are further described in this address to
them. (Compare verse 1). They know righteousness and have the law
of God in their hearts. Such good people as these may suffer perse-

cution, but even so are not to be afraid of their reproach and revilings.

Matthew 5sll; Acts 5341l; I Peter 4:l4.

3. Alexander. - .
4. ibid.
5. Del.
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8, -"Hor the moth shall est them up like a garment, and the worm
shall eat them like wool; but my righteousness shall be forever, and

my salvation unto all generations.

The persecutors of the Church will be destroyed Just like garments
end wool are destroyed by moths and worms (see 50:9); but God's righteous-
Eegs and sglvation are everlasting. Danlel 9324; John 3:15,16; 5324;

ebrews 539. ‘

9. "Awske, awake, put on strength, 0 arm of Jehoysh: awske, &8
in the days of old, the generations of gncient times. Is it ngt thou
thet didst cut Rahab in pleces, that didst plerce the monster$

Here Rahab is a poetical name for Egypt. See Isalsh 30:7; Psalm
87s4. Monster 1s a symbol for Egypt or its king (Ezekiel 20:3). The
Deliverer from Egypt 1s implored to exert his arm of power now as in
the deys of old. The people addressed ln verses 1l-8 are probably the
ones who offer this prayer.

10, "Ig 1t not thou that driedst up the sea, the waters of the
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great deepé that madest the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to
pass over;

Appeal is made to the arm of Jehovsh de¢splayed in the miracle at
the Red Sea when He made a way for Israel to pass out of Egypt. Exodus
14:21,22; 15:13. ,

11. "And the ransomed of Jehovah shall return, end come with singing
“unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: _they shall
obtain giadness and joy; and sorrow end sighing shell flee eway."

The same as 35310. See notes on this verse. Jehovsh's amrm,
miraculously used for the redemption from Egypt,is trusted for future
release.

et SE—  ———— im——

made as grass;" .
' AtaX

uUi" js repeated to emphasize ghel Jehovsh 1s the sole -Comforter of
Israel, compare John 14:18,26,27; and there is no need, nor is it right
for His people to be afraid of man who is weak and transitory. Psalm
103:15,16; I Peter 1l:24.

13. "and hast forgotten Jehovsh thy Maker, that stretched forth
the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and fearest contlnu-
ally all the day because of the %221 of the eppressor, when he meketh
Toady to destroy? end where is The fury of the oppressort"

This descri@tion of God is "strictly esppropriate, because suggestive
of almighty power, which ensured thesperformance of his promise and the

effectual protection of his people."
Israel is charged with forgetfulness of Jehovah, and fear of the

oppfessor, these two faults going hand in hand. i

6. Alexander,



- 356" - 250

For fury of oppressors see Daniel 3:19 (Nebuchadnezzer), Natthew
2:16-20 (Herod). Compare Psalm 76310, )s Natthe

14, "fhe ceptive exile shall speedily be loosed; and he shall not
die and go down into the pit, neither shall his breaa fail, "

Speedy release and sustéinance are promised the exile. Com are
Jeremlah 38:6-13; Zecharieh 9:11. P

15. "For I sm Jehovsh tgéy God,_who_stirreth up the sea, so_that
the waves thereof roar: _J hovah o,f.;’hosts 1is his neme." ’

The Lord God omnipotent pledges the fulfilment of the foregoing
pro®ise, He who controls the winds snd the waves. For "Jghovah of hosts "
see Igalah 1:9 and notes.

the shadow of my hand, that I mey plant the hesvens and la}t' the founda-
tions of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.

To whom are these words addressed? One answer 1ls, all the prophets;
"The Lord speaks.to all the prophets, first to Isalah, and then to the
rest in thelr order; but at last we must come to Christ. These things
must not be limited either to Isaish or to Christ, but must be extended
to all the prophets."’ Another answer is Zion.® A third snswer is the
Messiah. "The only remeining supposition is that the Messlish 1s the
object of the address, and that his work or mission is here described."®

" Wpddressed to Isreel, embodied in 'the servant of Jehovah! (&hapter

42:1), Messish, its ideal and representative Head, through whom the elect
remnant is to be restored. God put His word the mouth of Isrsel,
the depositary of true religion, primarily; t fully,in the mouth of
Israel's Head and antitype, Messish (Ehapter 49:2; 5034,5; 59:21; Deuterono-
my 18:18 is the fundamental passage: cf.'He whom God hath sent, speaketh
the words o{ God, fér God glveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him,!
John 5334110 |

This verse not only tells of Jehovah's revelatlon,gnd His protection,
but also snnounces His new creation. @Jehoveh intends to create a new
world of righteousness and salvaifion (Isaish 65:17) and anew to acknowledge
Zion practically as His people.m 9e.66'2s; 2 Pak.3./3 . _

17. "awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, that hast drunk at the
hand of Jehovah, the cup of hils wrath; thou hast drunken the bowl of the
cup of staggering, end drained it." :

The plight of Zion under the wrath of God, in chastisement for her
sins, is vividly portrayed by comparing her to a swooning, stupefiled
drunkard. The graclous purpose of Jehovah is to arouse her from her
prostrate condition. God has the power to awaken from the sleep of sin,
despair, sorrow, death., "Wherefore he saith, Awake, thou that sleepest,
end srise from the dead, and Christ shall shine upon thee." (Epheslans 5:14)

7. John Calvin.
8. Barnes.
g. Alexaender.

10. Fausset.
11l. Del.
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18, "There is none to guide her smong 21l the sons whom she ha
brought forth; neither is there sny that taketh her by the hend emo
all the sons that she hath brought up. :

E

le

The absence of help even among ali her own sons adds to her condition
of distress and misery. Sa#Mark 8:28 for account of the Helper of the
helpless. '

19. "These two things are befallen thee; who shall bemoen thee?
desolatlion and destruction, and the famine and the sword; how shall I

comfort thee?"

"The general meaning of the verse evigently is that her grief was
beyond the reach of any human conforter.?

The tone of these verses is very much like that of the book of
Lementations. See¢Lamentations 1:12; 1:16; 2:11-13.

20. "Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets,

as an antelope in a net; they are full of the wrath of Jehoveh, the
rebuke of thy God. W

Even the sons of Zion are in a prostrate, helpless condltionl!
The cause is stated in the second m rt of the verse - the wrath and rebuke
of God. One ray of comfort comes from the words "thy God" which are
emphatic. Jehovah is still the God of prostrate Zion.

21. ®Pherefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not
with wine:

Afflicted Zion, prostrate under the wrath of God 1s summoned to
hear a gracious announcement. In wrath mercy is pemembered. Note the
connection between "Awake, swake, stand up" (verse 17), "thy God"
(verse 20) and "therefore™ (verse 21).

22, "Thus salth thy Lord Jehovash, and thy God that pleadeth the
cause of his people, Behold, I have tgken out of thy hand the cup of

gtaggering, even the bowl of the cup of my wrath; thou shalt no more
drink 1t again:ii

Here is a graclous preface to a gracious announcement. Jehovah is
Zion's Lord and God, Defender and Advocate. ' _

W"Phe general meaning is, that the wrath of the Lord will be ap-
peased, so that he will restrain and bring to a close the chastisements
which he hed formerly inflicted on his Church."® See Isaish 54:7-9.

23, "And I will put into the hend of them that thee, that
have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may g0 OVer; and thou hast lald
thy_back as the ground, 2nd as the street, to them that go over.

In connection with the foregoing verse Jehovah here announces the
transfer of the cup of His wrath from Zion to her enemles, who have so

humiliated her. See 49:25,26.

18. &1eiander.
19, John Calvin.



Salvation Published
Chaptor 52:1-12

These verses are closely commnected in thought with the previous
chapter. They present:
l. A Summons to Salvation (verses 1,2)
2. dome Reasons for Salvatlion (verses ©-6)
O. The Joy of Sglvatlion (verses 7-10)
4, The Holiness of Salvation (verses 11,12)

52:1. "Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 0 Zion; put on thy
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall
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This summons addressed to Zion, and Jerusalem as the capltal or
symbol of the nation, is similar to that in €hapter 51:17, and is
followed by a glorious promise. "aAs if he had sald, 'Formerly thou wast
dejected, and wallowedst in filth and pollution; now prepare for a '
happy and prosperous condition, to which the Lord wlll restore thee'!",1
"The words contain a general promise of exemption from the contaminating
presence of the impure and unworthy, as a part of the blessedness and
glory prgmised to God's people, as the end and = lace of their various
trials." See Ephesians 6310; Psalm 110:3; Zechariah 33:4; Luke 15:22;
Revelatlion 21:2,27.

2. "Sheke thy self from the dust; arlse, sit on thy throne, O
Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bonds of thy neck, O captive daughter
of Zion."

The summons is from dust to dignity and dominion. A proclemation of
1liverty to the captives. See Revelatlion 18:4. '

‘3. "For thus saith Jehovsh, Yo were sold for nought; and ye shall
be redeemed without money.n

"

"as you becesme your foes' servants, without their paying any
price for you (Jeremish 15313), so they shall release you without de-
mending any pgice or reward: cf. €hapter 45:13, where Cyrus 1s represented
as doing so."

4, "For thus saith the_Lord Jehovsh, thy people went down at the
first into Bgypt to sojourn there: and the Assyrisn hath oppressed them
without cause.”

"The idea is, that God had delivered them when they hed been op-
pressed alike by the Egyptian and by the Assyrian, and that he who had
so often interposed would also rescue them from their oppression in

Babylon."4

‘ 5. "Now therefore, what do I here saith Jehoveh, seeing that my
people is taken away for nought? they that rule over them %g,howl, satth
Jehovah and my name continually ell the day is blasphemed.

1. John Calvin,
- 2+ Alexander.
3., Feusset.
- 4. Barnes.
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- Three reaeons for God's presence being needed ln Babylon and His
power being exerteds (1) The Chaldeans had teken away His people withoyt
any right,_ or without any Just compensation, 1s the probably mesning.
(2). The anny of the oppressor is terrible. (%) Jehovah's nsme is
being continually blasphemed. Tpese reasons are most gpplicable at
present in the world of our day. S

"I will go down to deliver them; for what honor, what rent, what
tribute of praise have I from the world, when my people, who should be
to me for a name and a pralse, are to me for a reproach? For their op-
pressors will neither praise God themselves nor let them do 1t."° The
glory of God is the crowning reason for His gift of salvation. '

6. "Thereforé my people shell know my neme: therefore they shall
know in that dey that I am he that doth speak; behold, it is I."

"Po know the name of God, 1s to know his nature so far as it has
been revealed; and in this case more specifically, it 1s to know that the
name blasphemed among the wicked was deserving of the highest gonor.

The second!therefore' is to be regarded pregnant and emphatic.”

tidings of good, that publisheth sslvatlon, that saith unto Zion, Thy
God reigneth!” - ‘

In the prophet's vision there seems to appear the messenger over
the mountains of Judah announcing the return of the Jews from captivity.
It may be applied to the advent of the Messiah preaching the gospel of the
Kingdom, and to His ministers, as 1s done by the apostle Paul in Romans
10:15. : .
This verse describes in particular (1) the coming of the messenger.
It is beautiful. The word in the original means to be sulitable, becoming,
opportune. Alexander translates, "timely". Hls coming is desirable,
delightful. (2) the contents of His message - good tidings, peace,
good tidings of good, salvation, "Thy God reigneth". Isalsh 40:9; 61:1;
Nehum 1515. _ .

8. "The voice of thy wetchmen! they 1i1ft up the volce, together do
they sing; for they shall see eye to eye, when Jehovah returneth to Zion."

The watchmen on the walls of Zion take up thé good tidings of re-
‘demption and release, when they see clearly the salvation of Jehovah.
A saved Church is a singing Church. See Acts 2:46,47; Revelatiog 538-10.

9. Breask forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem;
for Jehovah hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem," .

The note of joy continues. Even inanlimate objects, a&s 1s character-
istic of Isalah in many passages, 5 called upon to join the chorus of .
praise. See 42:10,11; 44323; 49:13. Grand reasons for praise'fre com-
fort and redemption brought to Zion. -

5, Matthew Henry. .
6. Alexander. ' _ . . -
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10. "Jehoveh hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the
nations; and ali the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God."

Jehovah'!s saving power is manifested to the ends of the earth. .
Compare Acts 2:6-11. "As a warrior, in order to be able to fight with-
out encumbrance, is wont to make bare his right arm up to the shoulder; ,
S0 hath Jehovah bared before the whole world His holy arm, the arm in *
which holiness dwells, from which holiness beams forth, and which acts
in hollness, -~ this arm of His, which had been hitherto concealed, and
hence appeared to be feeble; and all the ends of the earth come to Zee
the work of this arm, 28&&Ty, the salvation of oub God,"

11. "Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean

thing; go ye out of the midst of her; cleanse ourselves,‘xg‘iﬁat hear

D R — =P~ S\ A

the vessels of Jehovah." ]
The previous paragraph emphasized the joy of salvation, this one

emphasizes the holiness of this salvation. e exlles are commendede

first, to depart from captivity, and, second,Zbe separate from all that

1s unclean. Compare Isalsh 48:20; II Corinthians 6:17,18; Revelation 18:

4., Read in connection with the last part of this verse Ezra lzztll; 8: .

25-30. ' .

i i ——— e, w———————

for Jehovah will go before you; and the God of Israsel will be your
rearward."

12. "For ye shall not go out in-haste, neither ghall ye go by fldght:

In contrast to the exodus from Egypt they are not to go in haste
(Bxodus 12:33,39). ILwke the former exodus,Jehovah will be thelr Leader
and Protection. Compare Exodus 13321,22; 14319,20.

They were to go out separated from sin, and separated unto God.

'_7_0 Del., _‘. . .t * . .. ™
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The Suffering Servant of Jehovsh
Isalah 52:15 - Hv:12

In this "Psalm of the Suffering Servant of Jehoveh" we have
what 1s generally considered the grestest portion of 014 Testement
Scripture. Campbell Morgan says, "There is nothing, either in the
01ld or the New Testament more arresting than this portraysl of the Ser-
vant of the Lord, in which we are conscious of an appalling gloom,
"which nevertheless burns and shines with ineffsble glory.® He further
says that every New Testament writer, with the exception of Jsmes and
Jude, refer to one particular parasgraph here and link it with the
story of Jesus. Delitzsch says, "This whole passage looks as if it
might have been written beneath the Cross on Golgotha.®

There are five stroﬁiggs of three verses each in the whole psalm,
(See "The Christ of the 0ld Testament! by Edward Mack, €hapter 14).
The first (52:l10-15), tells of the Servant lifted up. Compare John
12:32. The second stanza (53:1-5), shows Him s humilisted. "It be-
hooved Him in all things to be mede like unto his brethren. ..Hebrews
2:17,18. The third stanza.(4-6),reaches'the heart of the meaning of
the sufferings of the Servant when it shows that Hls was a vicarious
atonement for our sins., See I Corinthians 15:5,and II Corinthians
5321, The next stanza (7-9), describes His sufferings more in detall,
and ends with death and the tomb. See I Peter 2:25,24. Then in the
fifth strophe (10-12) we see the Servant living and v¢ctorious.
"Phug it is written that the Christ should suffer, and rise again from
the Head". See Luke 24:46. Finally, (& brief epilogue (verse 12b)
is glven a comprehensive view of the ary work of the Messlsh which
is twofold, namely atonement and intereession. See Romans 8:34.
As thus interpreted, the Servant of Jehovah may well be called UThe
greatest thought in the 0l1d Testament." This Psalm of the Suffering
Servant gives a most sublime portrayal of "the suffering of Christ,
and the glories that should follow them.T “"Behold, my servant®; "Be-
hold, the meni® (John 19:Z5s"Behold, the Lemb of God" (John 1:36);
NBehold, your Eing" (John 19:14). o

52:15. "Behold, my servant shall deel wisely, he shall be exalted
and lifted up, and shell be very high.® o
The first three words, "Behold, my Servent} are a text for the
whole psalm, and the first three verses a theme or summary. "All
" that follgws after serves as an 1nterpregation of the declarations made
therein.? There seems to be in the word "deal wisely", not only the
root idea of wisdom (See Igalah 11:2,5),but also the suggestion of
the success or prosperity resulting from that wisdom, See Jeremiah
25:5.
Interpreting this verse in the 1light of the following verses,
Campbell Morgan says, "The 1ifting up 1is the elevation of consplicuous
sorrow, leading to the elevation of conspicuous sovereignty. The way
to the sovereignty is the way of suffering.® See Philipplans 2:7-11.
Delitzsch suggests that in the latter part of the verse there are the
following series of thoughts: "He will rise, he will be stlll more
exalted, he will stand high. The three verbs thus signify beginning,
progress snd result or the climax of the exaltation." Dr. Edward Mack

1. Campbell Morgen



14. "Like 8s many were astonished at thee (his visage was so marred

more than any man, and his_form more_than the sons of men),

"The first verb expresses a mixture of surprise, contempt, and
aversion; 1t is frequently applied to extraordinary instances of suffering
when viewed as divine judgments. (Leviticis 26:52; Bzeklel 27:35; Jere-
miah 18:16; 19:8).“2 The second part of the verse portrays "the visible
ngggtgoof suffering.%? See 55:2-5; Psalm 22:6,7,15,17; Matthew 26:67;

® , L I
This verse should be read with verse 15, the general thought being
“humiliation, wherefore exaltation® (Philippians 2:6-11) %As his humi-
liation w&s the deepest, so also will his glorification be of the
highest."

15. "80 shall he sprinkle many nations; kings shall shut their
mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see;

|

There are two views as to the meaning|of the first line of this
verse, much to be said in favor of each. (1) The verb is translated
"sprinkle" as in the Americal Revised Text. Fausset says that "the
word (1107, from nazah) universally in the 01d Testament means elither
to sprinkle ( with blood; to atone for gullt - as the high priest
makes an expiation (Leviticus 4:6; 16:14,19; or to sprinkle (with
water), as synonymous with purifying (Numbers 19:18,21) or cleansing
(cf. Ezekiel 356:25, where sprinkle (a different Hebrew word) means to
cleense), Cf. as to the Spirit, Acts 2:33.| Both atoning for guillt
and purifying by the Spirit are appropriate to Messish (John 13:8;
Hebrews 9:13,14; 10:22; 12:24; I Peter 1:2)" Followling this seme
translation of the ¥erb, Dr. Alexender says that we have here Ra
description at the very outset, of the Servant of Jehovah as an explatory
purifier.® 5 :

(2) 4 second group of interpreters follow the american Revised
Version rendition in the margin, which will read, "So shall he startle
many netions. This view 1s ably presented by Dr. Mack who says, "That
which hed overwhelmed with eamazement the disciples and the faithful
ones at the Great Passover, shall also throughout all time startle

gs, as the heads and representatives of jall nations. In all time
the unthinkeble and immeasureble depths of |the humiliastion of the
Servant of Jehovah will bring astonishment to those who look upon Him.%
(See "The Christ of the 014 Testament®™ page 162.)

Wphe next clause is understood by some to mean that they shall be
reverently silent before him, by others that they shall be dumb with
wonder. on account of him, by others that they shall be silent respectlng
him, that is, no longer utter expressions f aversion or contempt. Thg5
reason for this voluntery humiliation is eﬁpressed in the last clause.

Note how the Apostle Paul applies this clause in Romans 15:21 to the -
preaching of the ?pspel tb those who had never heard it. See Epheslans

3:5-90

2. Alexander.
3. 1bia.

4, Del. .
5. Alexander.




- avos—- ‘
? 297
3:1 "Who hath b to
o3il dho elieved our message? smdywhom hath the arm of
Jehovah been revealed?" L_the_arm of

- These questions are ralsed regarding the relation of the people to
a report and a revelation. See the use John and Paul meke of this
passa%e. John 12:38; Romans 10:16,17.

While the heathen accept in falth what has been utterly unheard
of before (52:15), Israel has to accuse itself of putting no faith in
what it heard regarding the servant of God. There were certalnly some
who did not refuse to belleve what they came to hear. 'But they did not
all hearken to the glad tidings'. (Romans 10:16). The number of believers
was exceedingly small, compared with the unbelieving mass of thebation.
The subject of the preaching while not belleved was the exeltation of
the Servant of God gut of deep degradation. This was a work performed
by the arm of God." S

"The two clauses are parallel expressions of the same idea; to be-
lieve what God said, and to see his arm revealed, being identical,"7
See Romans 1:16-18.

53:2. "For he grew up before him as a tender plant, and as a root
out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor_comeliness; and when we see
him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.,"

e ——  C—— ———— S ———  —

Not only was the report of Him rejected, but also His Person.

There are two arresting interpretations of this verse. That of
Cempbell Morgen is that two views of the Messliah are here presented;
(1) the Godward, in which He is seen of God in all His beauty, "before
him as a tender plant", and (2) themanward, which is blinded to His real
beauty. "The prophet certainly does not mean that the Servant of the
Lord lacked either form or ccmelingss or beauty. What he did mean is
that man was blind to His beauty." ' ,

The second interpretation, the more general one, whioh—wo—profer,
gives a more literal meaning to the figures descriptive of Hls appear-
ance, taking the words of the passage more at thelr face value as des-
cribing the visible effects of the suffering of the Messish. Behold,
the man! Dr. Edward Mack says, "His was not a noble countenance and a
majestic form, but a body that kmew disease, and a facqugfzgg by the

sharp lines of pain."

3. "He was despised, and rejected of men; & man of sorrows, end ac-
quainted with grief: and as one from whom men hide their face he was

R S ——  S————

" N
despised; and we esteemed him n::‘"/au'“mr{{)mw ol gpats

The second part of the gre oratorio, "The Messiah", opens with
this verse. We are told thaf at this point in its composition, Handel,
its famous composer, Wwes fgaﬁg/with his head upon the table, weeping.

"a1l concerning the Person is therefore finally summarized in the
words, 'He was despispd?and rejected of men; a men of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief' made Him unacceptable to that world of art which
yefused to look upon anything which, in its estimation, was ugly or
mutilated." © Unacceptable, even contemptible in the eyes of men,
‘despised, not esteemed, rejected of men, "His own recelved Him not
John 131l; Matthew 26367; 27:39-44.

6, Del.

7. Alexander
8. Morgan.
9. ibid.
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"Let us learn from thils passage that ail men are accursed and

condemned for ingratitude in despising ChriEt, because they do not even
bt J

\consider him to be worthy of beinf looked at, but turn away their eyes
\as if from scmething detestable,"L0

\

\ 4., "Syrely he hath borne our griefs, and carrled our sorrows; yet
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”

e

. In verse four the meaning of the Messiah's sufferings 1ls stated,
the misunderstanding about them belng acknowledged. He suffered for us,
vicariously, in our place, as our substitute, and not for Himself as
had been conslidered. ‘

o "The meaning is that the Servant of God took upon himself the
sufferings which we had to bear, and deserved to bear, and endured them
in his own person, in order to deliver us from them. The people among
whom he appeared here bewail their former misteking of the mediatorlally
vicaerious character of the agonies endured by the Great Sufferer, which
they regarded as the punishment of his own sins - and these, too, pe-
culiarly great; for, like the friinds of Job, they measured the sin of
the Sufferer by hils sufferings."

"Christ took on Himself all man's 'infirmities' so as to remove
them: the bodily, by direct miracle, grounded on His particlpatlon in
human infirmities; those of the so&% by His vicarious suffering, which
did away with the source of both." See Matthew 8:17; I Peter 2:24.

5. "But he was wonnded for our trans Jessions, he was bruised for
our inigulties; the chastlsement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed."

Here 1s a vivid statement regarding the Sufferings of the Christ.
(1) The cause - not his own sins, for He was s nless, but our trans-
gressions, our iniguitlies. Matthew 20328; Romans 3324426; I Corinthians
15:3; II Corinthiens 5:21. (2) The character - He was belng plerced,
Zecharish 12:10, and being crushed, chastised, Hebrews 5:8, scourged.
(3) The consequence - Peace and healing. Ephesians 2:14,15,17; I
Peter 2:24,25. |

6. "A11l we like sheep havé gone astray; we have turned every one
to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid on him the iniguity of us all,"

This verse tells much of humen sin and of dlvine grace greater
then all our sin. It begins with a great confession and closes with the
_Godtgiven prowision. It tslls us that sin is universal, individual,
personal. The effect of sin 1s illustrated and described. It presents
God!s provision to free us from sin. It teaches the fundamental doctrines
of Vicarious suffering, imputation, substil ution, the suffering Servant
of Jehovsh teking ow pla ce. "Him who knew no sin he made to be sln
on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in Him"
(II Corinthiars 5:21). This verse is indeed = fitting climax end
sumery of this paragraph (4-6) containing the heart of the gospel accor-
ding to Isalsh, & passage setting forth in plainest lenguage, many

f
10. John Calvin §
llo Del- i
12. Fausset ‘ |
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centuries before it took pléce, the centrell facts of all Christienit
namely, that Christ died foragur slns. Nolwonder that the thought o¥,
this verse 1ls repeatedly expeanded in the eg;Testament.

i

7. "He was essed, yet when he was| af¥licted he opened not his
mouth; as s lamb that is led to the sla er, d as a sheep that he-

—— oty

" This fourth stanza (verses 7-10a) tells of his\death and burial.

Verse 7 emphasizes His silent sulmission to the severest sufferings.

One translation or interpfgtation is "He was oppressed and he him-
self subtmitted to affliction".”” Another, 'He was 1ll-treated, while he
suffered willingly, and opened not his mouth %The voluntary endurance
is then elucidated by the figure, 'like a lamb that is being led to
the slaughter!; while the resigned and submissive silence is set_forth
by the simile, 'like a sheep that is dumb before its shemrers'."l4
Each of the four gospels records the fulfilment of this prophecy.
Matthew 27312-14; Mark 15:5; Luke 2339; John 19:9. See also I Peter
2:23, and the inspired exposition of this passage, Acts 8:32-35.

fore its shesmers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth."

bis

3

8. "By oppression asnd judement he was teken away; and as
eneration, who emong them considered that he was cut off

land of the living for the transgression of my pseople to wh
stroke was due?

Q
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The trial scene is here presented, and its termination in the
violent death of the accused. Peter's words at Pentecost vorrespond
to this verse of prophecy when he said "Ye by the hends of lawless
men did crucify and slay." (Acts 2:23b). "By tyranny and by Jjudgment, -
that is, by a forced and tyrannous judgment, - he was taken."l® The
trial of the Suffering Servant was characterized by lawlessness snd in-
justice. His generation was characterized by ignorance or indifference
as to the meaning of his death - that it was the atonlng, vicarious
secrifice of the Lamb of God, for the transgressions of his people.
Acts 3317; 13327; I Corinthians 2:8. :

9. "And they made his grave with the wicked, and with a rich
man in his death; althoush he had done no violence, nelther was any
deceit in his mouth." s riehe Vam Foomgrad] Dria JMM—W

- g &1?&1&, %%dm . “

The apostle Paul may have had this very verse in mind when, after
writing "that Christ died for Sur sins according to the Scriptures" he
contiinued by saying "end that hé\ was buried." (See I Corinthlans 15:3{4¢.

One interpretation of the first part of this verse 1s that "rich"
means "violent"™, so that "wicked" "rich” would denote the same thing.
‘Another interpretation, which we prefer, mekes theiparallellsm & contrast,
nemely, between their design and the fac as 1t was ordered by God (Mat-
thew 27:57; Mark 15:43-46; John 19:39,40)"3%, Similarly Delitszch says,
He was to have been laid where the bodles of dead criminals lie, but
he ceme after his death to lie in a gravelthat had been intended for

the corpse of a rich man."

13, Alexander.

14. Del.
15. G. 4. Smith.

16. Fausset.



The Servant of Jehovah was not only the silent Sufferer, and
vicarious Sufferer, but also, as the last part of this verse,expregggs,
the sinless Sufferer.: Dr. Mack says, "The words of this last clause
are not anti-climactic, but in reality a fitting climax to the narrative
of these detalls of His great suffering. In the 0ld Testament days
~early death was held ln especlal dread. Mortal illness was, certainly

in early l1life, the worst of calamities, against which many prayers

(as in Psalm 39) were made, with strong crying and pears. This is the
pictufg here; the Redeeming One crushed and cut of?gn the prime of His
years

10. "Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath put him.to
grief: when thou shalt msake his soul an offering for sin, he shall

see his seed, he shall prolong his dsys, and the pleasure of Jehoveh
shall prospe; in his hand. ' ’ ot

Verse 8 has emphasized the part lawless men had in the sufferings
of the Messiah,corresponding to the words of Acts 2:20b. ‘he first part
" of this verse sets forth the Godward part in His sufferings and corres-
ponds to Acts 2:25a. W"Yet 1t pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath
put him to grief.™It was God's will that His own Son suffer and dle on
the Cross;and Christ voluntarily, gladly came to do his Father's wlll
(John 63:38; Hebrews 10:7,9) "being obedient unto death, yea the death
of the cross®. (Philippians 2:8) It was only thus that God could be
just and justify the ungodly. God spared not his own Son, but de-
livered him up for us all. "For God so loved the world.? "Hereln was
the love of God maenifested in us, that God sent his only begotten Son
into the world that we might live through hpm. Herein 1s love, not
thet we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins." (I John 4:9,10)

"Pprom the heert of verse 10 thru the last stanza of this Psalm, the .
dominent note is that of glorious triumph. For the Seryant of Jehovah
it is through suffering to glory. #Some one may ask where in the 0ld
Testement shall we look for such declarations of the Resurrectlon of
our Lord as are found in His own words: 'Thus it is written, that the
Christ should siffer snd rise again from the dead' (Luke 24:46); and
elso in the words of Paul; 'it behooved the Christ to suffer, and to ,
rise again from the dead' (Acts 17:3). The answer to the question
1s found in this great Servant €hapter, which tells how after death and
burial, He lives again to reign and intercede." 18

When his soul, his 1life, "his entire personaliiy" “shall make a
trespass offering, a sacrifice for sin, II Corinthians 5:21, the volun~
tery giving up of himself on the cross, the]central fact of all Christ-
1anity, glories shall follow. Three of these are mentioned in the last
of this verse: (1) He shall seehis seed, not only heve,but see his spir-
itual posterity. "The seed here mentioned imidentical” with the mighty,
whom he is described as sprinkling in &hepler 52:15, and as spolling in
verse 12 below, whom he 1is represented in verse 1l as ju,igifying, in
verse 5 as representing, in verse 12 as intpreeding for.® They &are
a people who get their life from him. In a word they are the -redeemed
Church - the Israel of God. Psalm 22:30. John 12:24; Hebrews 2:13.

(2) He shall prolong hls days. In 01d Testament times to the Jews |
length of days was counted a particular blessing. The Messish shall have

17. Dr. Edward Mack. ‘ o : ;
18, Campbell Morgen ~
19. Alexander

.



[ USRI LN = L

E01

en endless life. See Psalm 16:9-11; Acts 2:24-28; Revelatien 1:18.

(3) And the pleasure of Jehovsh shall prosger in his hand. See &hapter
52:135; Ephesians 1:5,9; Colossians 1:19,20. In the hand of Christ all
of God's gracious and glorious purposes aré sure of accomplishment.

fied: by the knowledge of himself shall g§‘riggteous servant justify
many; and he shall bear their iniguities.%

"out from the travall of his soul (thét is, in consequence of the

trouble which has been suffered snd felt, not merely in his body, but
in his immost soulé cf. Philipplans 2:9)will he see, satisfy himself."20
This satisfactlon "willl consist 1n the sucgissful advance of the divine
work of salvation carried on through him,"™" After H1ls suffering he
will live on to see the results and will be satlsfied with them.

®"Phe only satisfactory construction of his knowledge is the pas-
sive one which makes the phrase mean’by the knowledge of him’ upon the
part of others; and this is determined by the whole connection to mean
practical experimental knowledge, involving faith and a self-appro-
priation of the Messiash 's righteousness, the effect of which 1s then
expressed in the following words."22 | .

4s suggested by Dr. Mack, we may find here the origin of Paul's
religion. "We also find in these verses the primary source of Paul's
theology of redemption. If one should launch his canoe into the wide
stream of the fetter to the Romans, end make his wey upstresm, seeking
the source of the great tide of truth, his journey would at last bring
him to these words of Isalah: 'by His knowledge shall my Servant, the
Righteous One, justify (that is, make righteous) meny'. The reason, or
ground for this righteousness of which He is the efficient cause for
many 1s added in the very following clause: for 'He shall (or must)
bear their iniquities'!. For Paul, and his fellow apostles and mission-
aries, all 0ld Testament laguwas fulfilled, and all prophetic hope
realized, in Jesus Christ,.%<®

12. "Therefore will I divide him a portion wlth the great, and he
shall divide the spoll with the strong; because he poured out his soul
unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors: yet he bare the

8in of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
t

The glorious spiritual victory of the suffering Servant is here
foretold under the figure of dividing of the spoil. Compare Isalah 52:13;
Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews 2:14,15; Revelation 17:14. .

His humiliation was the foundation of thls exaltation to triumphant
dominion. It was because of his suffering d shame, Hebrews 12:2.
It was through suffering to glory. Philippisns 2:8-10.

The epllogue of this matchless psalm would not have us to forget
the primary work of the Servant of Jehovah, atonement and intercession,
the one a completed work, "he bare the sin of many®, the other a continu-
ing work, "and maketh intercession for thetgransgreasors.“ As suggested
by Dr. Mack, the most adequate comment on this epilogue is found in the
words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 8:34, "It is Christ Jesus that died,
vea, rather, that was ralsed from the dead, who 1s at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for us."

{
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Grace and Glo in Lion
Chepter 54

The connection of the chapters in this part of Isalsh has been
pointed out in verious ways. For instance €hapter 52 presents the
publication of peace, €hapter 53 the chastisement of peace, and €hapter
54 the covenant of peace. Again, €hapter $2 tells us that salvation is
at hand, €nhapter 53 how salvation is accomplished, and €hepter 54
the results of salvation. Chepter 54 enlarges upon the glories to follow
the sufferings of the Christ, prominent among these glories being the
glorious Church. Among the results of the salvation accomplished through
the sufferings of the Servant are grace and glory in Zion. In the
chapter are set forth: (1) The enlargement of Zion, or the Church
(verses 1-3). (2) Jehovah's love for Zion (4£10). (3) The splendor of
Zion (11,12). (4) The Spirituality of Zion (13,14). 5. The security of
Zion (15-17). Observe in the chapter the idea of the Famlly of Zion:
ist, the wife; 2nd, the husband; &rd, the cﬁildren; 4th, the heritage;
and the appeal to sing and fear not.

54:1. "Sing, O barram, thou #hat didst
8inging, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with dhild: for
‘more &re the children of the desolate than the children of the married
wife, saith Jehovah."

upon to sing for joy, for she will become fruitful and restored to Je-
hoveh'!s favor. Compare God's dealings with Abrshem and Sarah, who

was for a long time in barrenness, and later became fruitful, through
the power of Hym who does the impossible. Zion will be restored (Isalah
62:4)) and like Sareh be glven a numerous seed. Psalm 113:9; Galatlens
4326,27; Hebrews 1ll3ll,12; Revelation 7:9,10.

Zion or the Church, which was as a bar%:f‘n desolate woman, is called

curtains of thy habitations; spare not: lerrthen thy cords, and streng-
then thy stakes." A

Zion must expect and prepare for enlargement; a glorious inerease
of her children. "Expect great things from [God: attempt great things
for God". Tuls verse was Willism Carey's sext in which he laid the
foundatiobm for the modern missionary enterprlise. Compare Isaibh 40:

20,21, o Vhese VOUas,
3. "For thou shalt spread abroad on the right hand and on the left;
and thy seed shall posseas the nations, and make the desolate citles

to be in abited."

This verse gives the reason for the command of the foregolng
verse,in the form of a glorious promise of the success of the mlsslionary
enterprise. Isaieh's prophecy is one of the greatest books on missions.
Compere 2:2-4; 1139-12; 35:1,2; 42:1-12; 43:5,6; 49:12; 60:3 ehd.

4., "Pear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou con-

founded; for thou shalt not be put to sheame: for thou shalt forget the
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sheme of th s ' |
Bs;_iéfﬁb;3¥“xggth, and the reproach of thy widowhood shalt thou remem-

UThe first clemse declares that she has n

8 no cause for desponden
the second d%iposes of the causes which might seem to be sugggest:dc%§
her history. The figure used here with reference to Zion is that of

a wife who had been forsaken, but is no t
Hoseg 33l1=5. ’ w restored to her husband. See

5. "For thy Maker is thy husbend; Jehovah of hosts 1s his name:

and the Holy One of Igreel is thy Redeemer; the God of the who
shall he be called." is thy Redeemer; the God of the whole earth

The figure suggested in the previous verse is here continued.
relation of Jehovah to Zion 1s that of & husband to his wife.
Compare Hosea 2:19,20; Ephesians 5:25-27,32. He ls also the Redeemer
(See Isaiah 41:14,end notes ) and Maker (Ephesisns 2:10). For"JehovVeah
of hosts" see Isaiah 139 with notes,and for "Holy One of Israel"l see
Isalah 134, with notes.¥ The last clause suggests that His universal
sovereignty will be universally recognized. Zechariah 14:9; Romans 3

29,30; Revelation 11:15.

. "For Jehovah hath called thee as & wife forssken snd grieved in
¢}
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spirit even a wife of youth, when she is cast off, saith thy God.

"This verse seems to mean, that Jehovah had espoused her in her
youth, xand now ag last recaslled her from her solitude and grief to be
his ¥ife sgein."? Isaish 50:1,2 end notes; Isalsh 62:4; Hosea 2:1,2,
14,15,19,20. v ‘

7. "For s small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies
11 I gather thee."

o

A prevalent interpretation of "a small moment" 1s that 1t refers
to the captivity in Babylon. %The words'for a small moment' take us
heck into.the time of the Exile, which is a small moment (Zechariah
1:15) as compared with the duration of compassionate and tender love
with which Jehovah again takes back,the Church into fellowship with
him, in the person of its members." :

®Though God appears to forsake his people, yet it will be compare-
tively but for a moment. He willl remember his covenant, and however
long their trials may seem to be, yet compared with the subsequent
mercies and the favors which shall result from t&em, they will seem to
be but as the sorrows of the briefest duration.™ See Isaiah 26:20;
60:10; Psalm 30:5; II Corinthians 4317).

8. "In overflowing wrath I hed my face from thee for a moment; but
with everlasting lovingkindness will I have mercy on thee, saith Jehovah

thy Redeemer."

[ ,

The thought of the foregoing verse is further expewnded here. Note
the effective use of contrasts and the emphasls upon the everlasting
lovingki ess of Jehovah. See Psalm 103:17,18; Jeremigh 31:3.

L

1. Alexander.
2. ivid.

3. Del.

4, Barnes.
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Just as there can never be another deluge of waters upon the
earth like the waters of Noah becmuse of God's covenant promise to that
effect, so there can never be such a deluge of his wrath such as they had
endured because of Hls oath-bound promise. Nelther of these deluges
can occur again. See Genesis 8:21,22; 9:11-16; Isalah 12:1.

10. "For the mountains may depert and the hills be removed; but
my lovingkindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall my covenant
of peace be removed, saith Jehovah that hath mercy on thee."

"The meaning is not that God's promise is as stable as the moun-
tains but that it 1s more so; they shall be removed, but it shall stand
forever... The phrase, vovenant of peace, denotes a dlvine promlse or
engagement, securing the enjoyment of peace, both in the strict sense
end in the wide one of prosperity or happiness."® Isaish 59:21; Psalm
89:33,34. "Love moved Jehovah to enter into the covenant with the house
of David: faithfulness binds Him to keep it". See mphesians 2:4,5; and
I Thessalonlans 5:25,24.

- S ————— ) —————————  —————

with sepphires.

Verses 1-10 tell much of the work of grace in enlarging and comfort-

ing Zion. Verses 11-17 tell much of the glory in Zlon; verses 11,12
plcturing her splendor. In verse 1l there 1is a marked contrast between
the sufferings of the present snd the glory to be revealed. "Tossed
with tempest® is a striking figure to 1llustrate the tpoubles of the
present, (Acts 27:18-20) and e splendid temple or palace or city built
in falr colors end with precious stones pictures something of the splendor

and glory of Zion to be revealed. I Chronicles 29:2. John may have
had his eye on this passage in Isalah when he penned that matchless
description of the new Jerusalem in the latter part of Revelation 21.
Note particularly Revelation 213:18-21.

12. "Apd I will mske thy pinnacles of rublies, end thy gates of
carbuncles, and all thy border of precious stones."

"Thege seem to be general images to express beauty, magnificence,
purity, strength, end solidilty, agree=bly to the ideas of the eastern
nations, and to have never been intended to be strictly scrutinized, or
minutely and pa rticularly explainedﬁ ags if they had each of them some

precise moral or spirltual meaning,
The figure presenting the splendor of Zion is in this verse contin-

ued and cq mpleted. See previous verse.

13. "And g1l thy children shall be taught of Jehoveh; and great
shall be the peace of thy children."

S Alexander
6. Lowth.



Zion shall not only have splendor, as indlcated in verses 11,12,
but also spirituality, as im shown in this and the followlng verse.
The children of Zion shall be taught of Jehovah,end Jesus quotes this
in John 6:45 to show that all who come to him must be drawn of the
Father. All of the true children of the Church are taught of the Spirit
of God. See John 14326; I Corinthians 2:10; I John 2:20,27. Great %
peace is an effect of being taught of Jehovah. See John 14:27; Galatians
6322. Paul says "For ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another."
I Thessalonians 4:9Db. ’ ’

14. "In pighteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be
far from oppression, for thou shalt_not fear; and from terror, for it

shall not came near thee.

3

*
Righteousness 1s characteristic of Mlessiah's reign (Isaiah 11:4,
5; Psalm 72:1-4; Revelation 19:11). Alexander suggests the followlng
paraphrase of the whole verse, "When once established by the exercilse
of righteousness on my part and your own, you may put far off all dresd
of gppression, for you have no cause to fear it, and of, destrué&tion, for
it shall not come nigh you." ‘

15. "Behold, they may gather together, but not by me: whosoever
shall gather together against thee_shall fall_ _because of thee." '

- #*
"If enemies should be assembled, it will not be by divine command
(Compare @hapter 10:5; 47:6), and they shall end by coming over to the
slde of those whom they assall. This on the whole, appears to be the
meaning, although every ezpression has received a different explanation.
The promise 1s not that,theg should never be assailed, but that they
should never be conquered.," .

16, "Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the fire of -
coals, and bringeth forth & weapon for his work; and I have. created the
waster to destroy." )

Jehovah'!g power and control over the enemies of Zion are here
emphasized. The pronoun "I" is emphatic in each of the clauses. Je~-
hovah is the Maker of both the maker 6f weapons of warfare, and of the’
warrior himself who uses them. See Dgniel 4:35 and”John;lgzll. "

i 17. "No weapon thet is formed against thee shall sper; and every
- tongue that shell rise against thee in judsment thou shalt ccohdemn.

This is the heritage of the servants of Jehovah, and thelr righteous-
ness which is of me,_ saith _Jghovah." > ’ :

-

Zion'g security against all .attacks of her enemies is.assured.
"The gates of Hades shall not prevaill ageinst 1t." (Matthew 16:18b)
See. also John 10:28-30; Romans 8:1,28-39.

"after having spoken of the 'wespons' with which wicked men attack
the Church, he expressly mentions the 'tongie'; because no other 'wea- -
" pon' is so deadly and destructive." 8 v

EY

j 7. Alexander. : . :
. 8, John Calvin. . .



"In all these varied forms of strife it is predicted that the
Church shall be victorious. (Compare Romans 8:3’7) and II Corinthians
2314). A&nd this security is represented as her heritage or lawful
possession and as her right, that is what is due to her from God, as
the judge of the whole earth, who must do right."9

Such a glorious church will become a glorious reality because of
Him who loved it, and gave himself up for it, as taught in €hapter
653

9. Alexander,
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Salvation Fully end Freely Offered
Chapter 65

Chapter 53 tells us how salvation is accomplished; EGhapter 54
enlarges upon the results of thls salvation which brings grace and glory
to Zion; €hapter 55 presents the call to accept this salvation. Dr.
Mack says that €hapter 55 1s "the first evangelistic hymn to be sung
after the story of the accmmplished redemption, with a full and free
offer of salvation." In the Ehapter we are told, 1. the blessings of
salvation are freely offered to the needy, verse l. 2. This salvation
1s satlisfying and sure, werses 2,3. 3. It wlill be given successfully
torall the nations, verses 4,5. 4. The acceptance of thls offer 1s
urgent, verse 6. 5. It 1s a call not only to faith, but also to repen-
tance in view of God's infinite mercy and readiness to pardon, verses
7-9. 6., This word of God effectively operates, 10,11. 7. The results
of His power are glorious.(/2-/3

Dr. Campbell Morgan says of this chapter: "Its structure is that
of first setting forth the conditions of the wilderness or the desert
(verses 1,2), finally describing conditions in the den of God (verses
10-13); while between these is found an argued appesdl, setting forth
the way out of "the desert, and into the garden (verses 3-9).

'CD

55s1. "Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the water{ and h
thet hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yes, come, buy wine mi
without money and without price."

=

Note (1) the authority for this offer - God himself; (2) the impor-
tance of the offer. "He", calls for strict attentlon to something im-
portant; (3) the universality of the offer - every one, etc.; (4) the
occasion of the offer - the needy ocondltion of mggaand thelr spiritual
longing; (5) the condition of the offer - come, eat; simply accept
by faith the offer; (6) the freeness of the offer - the price has already
been pald - "His own blood" I Peter ¥:19; (7) The provision of the
offer - water, wine, milR, figures for the spiritual blessings in
Christ Jesus bringing life, revival, refreshment, mourishment. Compare
John 4314; 73:37,38; Hevelation 22:17; John 2:3-10; I Peter 2:2; wphesiens

2:4"8. E

2. "gherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and
your labor for that wnich satisfieth not? _hearken diligently unto_me,

and eat ye that which 1s good, and let your soul delight itself in fat-
ness."

Men spend money end labor for that which does not glve soul satis-
factlon, wﬁereas the gospel offers freely that which alone glfes gpiritual
satisfaction - that which 1s good, (emphatic) in contrast to the not
bread”. That which the world offers is like what sinful lsrael had
when it forsook Jehovah and went their own ways (Jeremish 2:13), and
like what the prodigal had in the far country (Luke 15:15,16}. The
gospel offers abundant, delightful, richness. Psalm 36:8; Psalm 23:5;

Luk¢ 15:23; John 6:48-58.
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3. "Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, end your soul ‘shall
1ive: and I will make an everlasting coveﬁzﬁt witﬁ ou, even the sure
mercies of David.? '

"Nothing is required on the part of israel but hearing and caning and
taking: through these, it becomes pervaded by new life, and Jehovah
presents it with aE everlasting covenant; namely, the unchangeseble
mercies of David.?

The most commonly adopted explanation of the expression "the sure
mercies of David" is that 1t means "the mercies promised to him, with
particular reference to II Samuel 7:8-16 (Compare I Chronicles 17:
11,12 and Psalm 89:3,4). As the maln theme of this promise was a per-
potual successlion on the throne of David, it was fulfilled in Christ, to
ggqgsit"%s applied in Acts 13:34. (Compare iIsaleh 9:7, and Luke 1:

’ . .

In Acts 13:34 Paul makes use of this statement in his treatment of
the resurrection of Jesus. "Now Isaiah was not speaking of the resur-
rection of the Messlah, and Paul does not say that he was., But 1Isalah
was speaking of a promise to Davld, whose fulfilment was conditioned
on the Messiah's living forever. For what were the sure mercies of
David? They were the kindness of God to David in the promise that he
should never lack a son to sit on his throne. Thils promise was to be
fulfilled in the Messiah, who was to be of the seed of David according
to the flesh. But the Messiah as we have seen was to be rejected and
killed. How then could he recelve the sure mercles of David and sit
on his throne forever unless he should rise again from the dead?!d

4, "Behold, I have given him fog a witness to the peoples., &
leader and commander to the peoples. ,

While some interpret "him® to refer to David, som of Jesse, the
view we prefer is that it refers to Jesus, son of David, and the empha-
s4s here 1s to his being Savior of the Ggntiles as well as Jews, "the
peoples" being emphatic. Jesus was God's gift to the world. John 3316,
He bore witness unto the truth. John 138:37. Before Pontlus Pilate he
witnessed the good confession. I Timothy 6:15. He was the faithful
witness. Revelation 1:5. He is also a leader or prince. Danlel 9:25;
Acts 3315; Hebrews 2:10; Revelatsion 1:5; and commander to the peoples,
Hebrews 5:9; Epheslians 5:24; Magtthew 28:&8-20. '

5. "Behold, thou shalt call a mation that thou knowest not; and a
nation that knew not thee shall run unto thee, because of Jehovah thy
God, and for the Holy One of Igrasel; for he hath glorified these.

This verse seems to be God!s direct address to the Messish in which
He prophesies the calling of the Gentiles, thelr eager respouse, and the
reason therefor..

Whou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not' that is, that was
not formerly called end owned as thy natlon, that thou didst not send
prophets to as to Israel, the people whom God knew above all the families
of the earth." See Galatians 439; Isailah 5638; Romans 15320; Ephesians
2311, The last of the verse gives the reason for the concourse of the

nations to the Messliah.

1. Del.
2. Alexander. _ '
3., J. Be Green
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"In a word, he shews that men obey Christ and sutmit to his doec-
trine, because God hath exalted him, and hath determined to make his
pre-eminence known td all men; for otherwise the preaching of the
gospel would be of little use, if God did not give power and efficacy
to his doctrine by the Spirit."

With the last clause of the verse compare John 13:31,32; 17:1;
Acts 3:13; Acts 5:351; Hebrews 5:5,

6. "Seek ye Jehovsh while he may be found; call ye upon him while -
he 1is nears™" '

Note 1s verses 1l-6 the various words or figures used for the exer-
clse of faith, such as come, hear, seek, call and compare them with the
New Testament invisations.

In verse 6, along with the injuetions to seek and to call, are
certaln implications. One 1s that Jehovah may be found by the seeker
and may be near to the caller. The other implication is that there
will not always be such a day of grace. There may come a time when he
cannot be found, or when he will not be near. Hence the urgency of
accepting the gospel offer now. II Corinthians 6:1,2.

7. "Let the wicked forsske his way, znd the unrighteous man his

thoughts; and let him return unto Jehovah, and he wlll have mercy uvon
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly Qardon.ii

Inseparably connected with the call to faith in this chapter 1is the
call to repentance so dlearly sounded in this verse. Repentance involves
a turning from wicked conduct and an evil heart, unto God in view of
His assurance of mercy and pardon. "Repentance unto life is a saving
grace, whereby a simner, out of true sense of his sin, and the appre-
hension of the mercy of God in Cphrist, doth with grief and hatred of
his sin, turn from sig unto God, with full purpose of and endeavor
after new obedlence".® Compare Luke 15:17-24. "Verse 7 may be described
as the wicked gate through which men pass from the desert to the garden.
It is so marvelously, and simply hung that the wéekest and most paralysed
hand touching 1t, it swings toward the garden, but that wicked gate 1s
hinged on Calvary's Cross."

8. "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither ere your ways
my ways,_saith Jehovah." ‘

The previous verse had closed with an uporn the fact that
God abundently perdons. In this God is infinitely different from man.
Hence Calvirs paraphrase of verse 8 probably gives the correct interpre-
tation here as follows: I am not a mortal man, that 1 should shew my-
gself to be hersh and irreconcilable to you. My thoughts are very dif-
ferent from yours. 1f you are implscable, and cen with difficulty be
brought back to a state of friendship with those from whom you have re-
ceived an injury, I em not like you, that I should treat you so cruwelly.

4, John Calvin. ,
5. Shorter Catechism.
6. Campbell Morgan.
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Y. "Por as the heavens are higher:- than the_earth. so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts."

This verse 1llustrates the leading thought of the context, namel
that of God's infinite mercy and willingness to abundantly paraon they’
penitent sinner. Compare a simllar description of the mercy of God in
Psalm 103:11. "In short, God is infinitely compassionate and infinite-

1y ready to forgive; so that it ought to be.ascgibed exclusively to our
unbelief, if we do not obtain pardon from him,® '

U ST S S T ST G ——————— e ———  ————e—— —— o——

turneth not thither, but watereth the th, and maketh it bring forth

and bud, and giveth seed to the sower and bread to the eater;

"These words depend on what goes before, and their meaning may thus
be briefly stated. Let not the peopie refuse to belleve that a wicked
man, after having committed great crimes, shell suddenly be saved.

For my thoughts are not the thoughts of men; and as far as heaven is
distant from the earth, so far are my thoughts separated from the thoughts
of men. I am most merciful and ready to forglve. Would you wish to

Jhave another metaphor? As the rain and snow come down from hes¥en, and

do not return thibher, but water and refresh the earth, and cause it

to bring forth varlous productions, that the cornfields mey produce
abundance of bread for the use of men; so the word of my promise which

I have promised once and again, and which héth gone out gf my mouth,

shall not be void, but all shall be actually fulfilled."

11. "So shsell my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall

not return unto me void, but it shall sccomplish that which I please, and
1t shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 1t."

- Verses 10 and 1l contein a most besutiful comparison, and a most
pointed application. Just as God accomplished his purposes in his works
of nature so does he in his word. His Word effectlvely operates. "So
belief cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Romans 10:
17). "and for this cause we also thank God without ceasing, that, when
yo received from us the word of the message, even the word of God, ye
accepted it not as the word of men, but, @s it is in truth, the word of
God, which also worketh in you that believe. " ( I Thessalonians 2:13)
See also I Peter 1l323.

_¥Byt as the word of God is efficacious for the salvation of bellevers,
so it is abundantly efficacious for condemning the wicked; as Chrlst al®o
teacheth, :3pe word which I have spoken, that shall judge him at the
last dey'.*® (John 12:48b)"7

12. "For ye shall go out with jov, £§%§h§ led forth with peaces
the mountains and the hills shall break f#eéth before you into singing;
and all the trees of the field_shall clep their hands.

7. John Calvin.
8. Jerome.
9. John Calvin.
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Just as deliverance from captivity will bring joy and peace to the
Jewlsh exiles, so deliverance from the bondage of Satan will bring to
the Redeemed Church of Christ spiritual joy end peace. See Romans 15:
| 83 Gglatians 5sgj2. 4s 1s characteristic of Isaish, nature is here

represented as rejolcing in the blessings of God's people. Se 42:10,
11; 44:23; 49:13.

13. "Instead of the thorn shsll come up the fir-tree; and instead

i GEERCD S Sra—  Se—————  ————————

of the brier shall come up the myrtle-trees; and it shall be to Jehovsh
for a pame, for en everlasting sign that shall not be cut off."

"The same change which has just been represented by the shouting
of the hills and the applause of the forests is now described as the
substitution of the noblest trees for the most tmprofitable and offen-
sive plents. (Compare chapter 41:19). An analogous but different
figure for the same thing is the opening of rivers in the desert.

(See above, Chapter 35:6,7; 43:19,20). Dropping the metaphor, the
prophet then says, _in direct terms,viaat the change predicted shall
redound to the gl of its author.®

"Now unto hi_m that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto
him be the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations
for ever and ever. Amen." (Ephesians 3320,21)

10. Alexander.
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Chepter 56

fﬂéxbﬁ;;rb Call to Onpedience of Faith
\

. ,

\

_ . Chapter 55 sounds out the call to faith and repentance. Chapter

56 squnds the call to obedience of faith emphasizing the duty of -

bringing forth fruits worthy of repentance. The €hapter contains,

(1) A call to the duty required of the people of Zion (verses 1-2),

(2) An \nssurance of welcome to the privileges of Zion of all peoples,

without)destructton, who are obedient to the faith (verses 3-8),

(3) A charge against the false leadership in Zion for failure in the

performence of their duty (9-12). Some consider verses 9-12 more close-

1y connected in thought with the following chapter than with chapter 56.
A New Testement theme text for this &hapter may be found 1

dActs 10334 "And Peter opened his mouth and said, Of a truth I eive

bhat God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth

God, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him,"

56s1l. "Thus saith Johovah, Keep ye justice, and do righteousness;
for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.“

"The doctrine of the passage is simply this, that they who enjoy
extraordinary privileges, or expect extraordinary favors, are under
corresponding obligations to do the will of God; and moreover, that the
nearer the manifestation of God's mercy, whether in time or in eternity,
the louder the call to righteousness of life.¥" See Matthew 3:2; Luke
323,8~14; Romans 1l:17. - ‘ '

2. "Blessed is the man that doeth this, end the son of man that

holdeth it fast; that keepeth the babbath from profaning it, and keep-

eth his hand from doing any evil." p
2. - lau< sdps 0 !

Compare &m@g&iEﬁéégﬂpith reference to obedlence found in the New
Testament. Luke 11:28; 12:43; John 13:17.

The pronouns “this" and "it" seem to refer to the duty described
in the second part of the verse.

The true explanation of the special mention of the sa¥¥vath here
"is afforded by a reference to the primary and secondary ends of the
sabbatical institution, and the belief involved in 1its observance.
In the first place, it implied a recognition of Jehovah as the omnipotent
creator of the universe (Exodus 20:1}; 31:17); in the next place, as
the sanctifier of his people, not in the technical or theological sense,
but as denoting him by whom they had been set apart as a peculiar people
(Exodus 1:13; Ezra 20:12); in the next place as the Savior of thils
chosen people from the bondage of Egypt (Deuteronomy 5:15)."2

3. "Nelther let the foreigner, thut hath joined himself to Jehovah,
spesk, saying, Jehovah will surely separate me from his people; nelther
let the eunuch say, Behold, I em & dry tree."

1l. Alexander.
2. 1bid.
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"The essential meaning of this verse is, that all extermal disab-
1lities shall be abolished, whether personal or national."® Note how
these barriers were removed In the case of the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts
8:2‘7-59)) and of the Gentile Cornelius (Acts 10:1,2,34).

4. "For thus saith Jehovsh of the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths,

t— S——  ———— S ———————— TSI S T——  ———————  e————

and choose the things that please me, and hold fast my covenant;

Those with personal, physical disqualifications who are yet God-
fearing, and work righteousness, are particularly considered. See verse
2 for explanation of emphasis upon sabbath. "What it is that God de-
lights in, may be learned from €hapter 66:4; Jeremlah 9:24; Hosea 6:6.
By holding fast my covenant is meant adhering to his compact with me
which includes obedlence to the precepts and falth in the promises.“4

5. "Unto them will I give in my house and within my wells g memorial
and a name better than of sons and of daughters; I will give them an
everlasting name, that shall not be cut off."

In verse 2 a blessing is pronounced upon the obedient in general.
In this verse there is promised to the eunuchs described in the fore-
going verse a welcome to all the privileges of Zion. See John 1:12,
and I John 3:l.

6. "Also the foreigners that join themselves to Jehoveh, to minis-
ter unto him, and to love the name of Jehovah, to be his servants

L
every one that keepeth the sabbath from profaning it, and holdeth fast
my covenant;

This assurance of welcome of the foreigners to all the privileges
of Zion seems to foreshadow what Paul proclaimed in Romans 5322, and
Ephesians 336. Cdlvin speaks of thils joining of the forelgners to Je-
hovah as meening what Hosea celled "the betrothing in mercy and falthful-

ness." See Hysea 2:19,20.
Besides the duty of keeping the sabbath holy and hold fast the

covenant (See verses 2 and 4 with notes) the foreigner is %o have the
privilege of "honerablg personal service® (See Genesis 39:4; 40:34),
loving the neme of Jehovah (Deuteronomy 6:5; Romans 8:28), and of

worshipping Him as Hls servants.

7. "Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them
_1_91_'13; in my house of praver: thelr burn -offerings and their sacri-
fices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for my house sha;Ll be called

a house of prayer for all peoples.

re is a great verse on the worship of God. It tells us (1)
,.\jWho tll'{xg worshipgers are "even" the foreligners described in the previous
[3erseY (2) Why they are present - God brings them - the constraining
power of God's grace - John 6s44; 12:32; 1[3) Where they worship - on
God's holy mountain (Psalm 2:6), in God's house. ‘:The temple was thett

3. Alexander.
4, ibid. W
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God's house, and to that Christ applies these words (Matthew 21:13),
but with an eye to it as a type of the gospel church, Hebrews 9:8,9.
For Christ cells it his house. Hebrews 3:6."0 (Compare John 4:21-24.
(4) What they receive from their worship -spiritual joy and comfort;

(5) What is accepted of them - "spiritual worship of God as is enjolned
in the gospel; for the prophet spoke in accordance with what was cus-
tomery in his time, when the worship of God was wrapped up in a variety
of ceremonies. But now instead of sacrifices, we 8ffer to God praises,
thanksgivings, good works, and finally ourselves."® See Romans 12;1;
Hebrews 13:10,15. (6) W,at is the ®soul of all worship" (I Kings 8:
41-43) - prayer - God's house is particularly characterized as a house
of prayer; (7) What is the extent of this worship - it is for ell peoples -
the temple for the nations.

8. "The Lord Jehovsh, who gathereth the outcasts of Isrsel, salth,
Yot will I gather others to him, besides his own that are gathered.

God is the gatherer. "And the Lord added to them day by day them
thaet were saved." (Acts 2:4)¥ The church will grow. Its members will
be Ggntlles as well as Jews. A New Testament parallel of this verse
is found in J hn 10:16, the words of Jesus himself, "And other sheep
I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and theg
shall hear my voice; and they shall become one flock, one Shepherd.

9. "all 1% beasts of the field, come to &evour, yes, all ye beasts
in the forest.

From verse 8 to verse 9 there is such a marked swing in the pen-
dulum from God, the graclous gatherer, to God the righteous judge that
some consider this the beginning of a new discourse. The call 1s here
sounded to the enemies of Israel who are to be used as the instruments
of God's judgment upon those evil rulers described in the followlng

verses. .

10. "His watchmen are blind, they are all without knowledge; they
are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; dreaming, lying down, loving to

slumber.

Israel's spiritual leaders were supposed to watch and to warm.
They had failed in both these respects. They were ignorent perhaps of
their duty, or of the danger. They were useless, like dumb dogs that
cannot bark., They were lazy and lovers of ease. They were like blind

watchmen and sleeping watch degs.

11. "Yea, the dogs are greedy, they can never have enough; and these
are shepherds that cannot understand: they have all turned to their own
way, each one to his gain, from every gwarter."

Added to ignorance, uselessness and slothfulness,.are avarice,
selfishness, covetousness. Compare mzeklel 34:2,3; I Peter 5:2.

i

5. Mgtthew Henry.
6. John Cglvin,
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12. "Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill our-

selves with strong drink; and tomorrow shall be as this day, a day
great beyond measure."

A drunken carousal concludes this picture of the unfaithful

leadership of Isrsel. They mutually agreed to revelry aend dissepa-
tion. See Isalah 5:22; Proverbs 31:4,5; Isaleh 22:13,14; Luke 12;19,20.

| DA
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Condemnation and Consolation
Chapter 57

This chapter continues to show God's displeasure with sin, but
elso His condescending love for the penitent sinner. In the chapter
are set forth (1) The Death of the Righteous. It is certain, misunder-
stood, and is the entrance into blessedness. (verses 1,2); (2) The
Transgressions of Israel. Sinners are summoned, thelr gross sins ex-
posed, and judgment upon them pronounced. (3-13); (3) The Glory and Grace
of Jehovah. Over against the condemnation of idolatry Jehovah brings
consolatiq_p to His people. The penitent will be glven comfort, heal-
1ng’peace, but the wmpenitent are excluded from such blessings (14-
21)" In a word - "The wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6323).

57:1. "The righteous perisheth, and no men layeth it to heart; and
merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken
away from the evil to come."

God's graclious purpose in the passingaway of the righteous is not
ganerally understood. The wicked are indifferent to, and misunder-
stand God's providence. "The righteous 1s delivered by early death
from the judgment which in view of such corruption, cannot fall to
come." Compare the case of Abijah I Kings 14:13.

2. "He entereth into peace; they rest in their beds, each one that
walketh in his unrightmness.

"The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holi-
ness, and do immediately pass into glory; their bodles besing still
united to Christ, do rest in thelr graves until the resurrection."
See Revelation 14:13.

3. "But draw near hithera ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of
the adulterer and the harlot.

e S ———— . C— SO W———

Here is God!s summons to the sinners. Compare the seed of the
serpent, Genesis 3315, and chlldren of the devil, I John 3:10. See also
II Kings 21:6; Jemes 434; Revelation 17:1-5.

4, " Against whom do ye sport yourselves? _against whom make yo
wide mouth, and put out the tongue? are ye not children of transgres-

sion, a_seed of falsehood,

I

They are charged with scoffing or mockery: See Matthew 27:29,39=44,
and with having transgression and falsehood as their parents. See

Ephesians 2:2,3; Colossians 336.

5. "Je that infleme yourselves among the osks, under every green "
tree;_ that slay the children in the valleys, under the clefts of the rocks?

1. Delo
2, Shorter Caetachlsm.
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"Their idolatrous practices are now described in detail. The first
word of this verse properly denotes libidinous excitement, and is here
used with reference to the previous representation of idolatry as '
spirltual whoredom or adultery. There seems to be an allusion to the
valleys round Jerusalem, in one of which, the valley of the gon of
Hinnom, we know that Molock was adormed with human victims.?

6. "among the smooth stones of the valley is thy portion; they,
they are thy lot; even to them hast thou poured a drink-offering, thou

e p oo Segt Ao 5 Bot

hast offered an oblation. Shall I be appeased for these things?

SAC Not only lustful idolatry was practiced, tree-worship, and human
seerifice, but also stone worship. sSee Habakkuk 2:19, God's Judgment
must come upon such gross sins.,

7. "Upon a high and lofty mountain hast thou set thy bed; thither
also wentest thou up to offer sacrifice.“ ‘

Shemeless adultery and idolatry vividly plcture lsrael's unfalth-
fulness to Jehovah. Jeremiah 3:2.

—— e | ———— ———

up; thou hast enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant with them:

thou lovedst their bed where thou sawest it."
"The image of a false god may be reckoned its memorial, or that
which brings to mind the absent ozject. Perhaps they are here des-
cribed as thrusting the memoriai of Jehovah into corner to make room
for that of the beloved idol." Il immediate connection with the
mention of these house-hold gods is a description of the grossest idola-
try, as adulterous intercourse with these gods.
"It means thet the Church of Jehovah, after turning eway from 1ts
God to the world and the lust of the world, became ever fonder of this
lust efforded by idolatry, and fully indulged its taste."S y

increase thy

9. "And thop wentest to the king with oil, and dilds
debase thy-

erfumes, snd dist send thine ambassadors far off, end
self even mnto Sheol." :

"phe figure 1s that of a woman trying to attract admirses. Judsh
had coquetted with foreign kings, especially with the king o:'f" Assyr%a.
(II Kings 16:7,10). Or perhaps for the king we should reags Moloclk¥, the
reference then is to idolatry, as in the preceding verses.

i S———— S —————— S Sa——

not, It is in vains thou didst find a quickening of thy strength;

A s Solemam e emarem— | S————  SSS——  W—

therefore thou wast not faint.

3. Alexander.
4, ibid.
5. Del.
6. Dumnelow.
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4n interpretation of this verse and of its setti 8 eat
Delitzsch is as followss "In this way, without attendggg gggtgeegiggs
and groans extorted by her heavy toils, but ever plucking up fresh cour-
age, she pursued her plan of strengthening herself through alliances
‘with the heathen. Ezekiel's picture of the sins of @holah and @nolibsh
(See Ezeklel 23) is like a commentary on verses 3-10." :

Israel was falthless to God, in fear of man instead of God, false
and forgetful of God who had exercised forbearance towards them.

12, "I will declare thy righteousness; snd as for thy works, the
shall not profit thee.” ; and 8s for thy works, they

"I will expose publicly thy (hypocritical) righteousness. Iiwill
show openly how vain thy works, in gaving recourse to idols or Tforeign
alliances, shall prove (verse 13)."

13. Mihen thou criest, let them that thou hast gathered deliver
thee; but the wind shall take them, a breath shall carry them all away;

but he that taketh refu@e in me shall possess the land, and shall in-
herit my holy mountain.'

The impotance of idols or foreign alllances 1s here set forth, and
in striking contrast the power of Jehovaeh to bless those who take re-
fuge in Him, 1Isalsh 2633,4; Psalm 37:3,9; 84:12.

14. "And he will say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way,
take up the stumbling-block out of the way of my people.

This is a call to prepare the way, removing the obstacles for the
return of the Lord's people. Compare Isalsh 3538; 40:3,4; 62:10.

15. "For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eter-
nity, whose neme is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, with him
also that 1s of & contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of

the humble,

This verse echoes much of the vision of Isaish in Ghapter slx.
It tells of God!'s glor? and of His grace. He is not only the Holy God
who dwells in heaven, "whose life endures forever, and who 1s always
the ssme."® but slso the loving God who dwells in the humble heart of
the penifent sinner, and that for the gracious purpose of reviving him
spiritually.: :

"The spirit is the seat of pride and humillty, the heart the centre
of all feeling of joy and =0 rrow; hence the expressions, the 'spirit
of the humble' and the 'heart of the contrite'; the selfish egotism
which is broken by repentance has its roots in the heart; end the self-
conscilousness from whosg false height repentance brings dowvn, has its
support in the spirit."® II Chronicles 33:12,13; Psalm 51:17; I Peter 5:

5; Luke 4:18.

7. Pausset
‘8. Del.
9 'Y ibid. * e
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16. "For I will not contend for ever, neither will I always
For I will not contend be 8
wrgthé for the pplrit would faint before ﬁe, and the souls that I have
made. . .

A reason for God limiting his anger is the weskness of man. "If
God laid no restraint upon His wrath, this would bring destEBction to
the 1life of man, which nevertheless was His creative work." Compare
Psalm 103:9-16,and Psalm %;SB,SQ. 4

17. "For the inigulty of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote
I hid my fzce and was wroth; and he went on backsliding in the
art. "

)
A 1)
o]
3
in g
)

The foregoing verse tells of the weakness of man: this one em-
phasizeg his wickedness, particularly covetousness as an outstanding
sin of Israel, See Jeremlah 6:13; Colossians 3:5; and I Timothy 6:
9,10;0f God!'s wrath because of such sin; and of Israel's wandering
falthlessly away as a result of God hiding his face from them,

18. "I have seen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead him salso,
and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners."

The glory of divine grace here shines forth. God's gracious eye
has followed His wandering child. His gracious touch will heal him of
his sin. His gracious hand will lead him. And the God of all grace is
the God of all comfort. See Isalah 1:18, 45:25, remish 31:18-20; Romans
5:20; Hosea 14:{l8; Psalm 23:2; Pgalm 51:12; Isaiefl 12:1. "The promise
to restore consolation implies not only that it had been once enjoyed
but also that it should compensate for the intervening sorrows, as the
Hebrew word means properly to make good or 1ndemnify.“11

19. "I oreate the frult of the lips: Peace, peace, to him that ls

far off and to him that is near, salth Jehovsh; and I will heal Q;m.“_

The God of grace is also the God of peace. %The sacrifice of praise!
says St. Paul 'i1s the fruit of the lips'. God creates this fruilt of
the lips, by glving new subject and cause of thanksgiving by His mercles
conferred on Hls people. The great subject of thanksgiving is peace,
reconciliation and pardon offered to them that are nigh, and to them
that are afer off; not only to the Jew, but also to the Gentile."12 See
Hebrews 13:15; Ephesians 2:14-17.

20. "Byt the wicked are like the troubled sea; for it canmot rest,

and its waters cast up mire and dirt."

In contrast to the peace of the pardoned sinner is the restlessness
of the impenitent like that of a troubled sea. See Jude vérses 12,15.

21. "There 1s no peace, saith my God,_to the wicked."

Compare Isaish 48:22 and notes. It has been well suggested that
verse 19 sums up the second half of this chapter, end verses 20,21 the

first half of the chapter.

10. Del.
11. Alexander.
12. Treasury of Scripture Knowledge.
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The Idesl - Hbliness in sall Manner of Living

Chapter 58

For @hapters 40-48 a text suggested i1s, "Behold, your God" (40:91b);
for €hapters 48-57, "Behold, my servant® (42:1s): for &hapters 58-66,
"This 1s the heritage of the servants of Jehovah. and their righteous~
ness which 1s of me, saith Jehoveh." (54:17b). In this last section-
(58-66) the future glory of God's people comes more into view. Accord—
ing to Dr. W. H. Marquess, €hapter 58 presents whet must be, €hapter 59
what 1s, and €hapter 60 what will be; or pgﬁting it another way, €hap-
ter 58 presents the ideal, €hapter 59 the #eal, and- Chapter 60 the ideal
realized. In CGhepter 58:1-5 there is presented hollowness as the
reality. In these verses are given the commission to the prophet (verse
1), the condition of the people (1b,2), the complaint of the people
(3a), end the conduct of the people (3b-5). In a word formelism pre=-
valls. In verses 6-14 there is presented holiness as the ideal., Here
are given (1) the nature and reward of true fasting (verses 6-9a);
(2) a further description of the nature and reward of godliness (9b-12).
In this section of the chapter (verses 6-12) the duty of love to man and
the results are emphasized.

In the closing paragraph (verses 13,14) are presented the duty and
the delight of Sabbath observance, here the emphasis being upon love
to God and 1ts consequences. , '

The ideal for the people of God is hollness in all manner of living,
for without holiness no one can see God.

58:1. "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like & trumpet, snd
declare unto my people their transgression, snd to the house of Jacob

their sins.”? - - - = =

This section, like the two preceding sections, begins with a double
imperative. Compare 40:1 and 49:1.

- Thls verse sets forth a function of the true prophet. He 1s to
faithfully and fearless give the trumpet blast, declaring the sins of
God's people. He 1s to,used of the Spirlt to convince of sin. (See
John 16:7,8) Such preachers were Micah (Micah 3:8), Stephen: (Acts
7:51,52), and Paul (Acts 20:26,27). ’

2. "Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways: &s 28
nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinsnce of their

God, they ask of me righteous judements; they delight to draw near un;:'c;j .
ng..“ % 3 A

The light of the context favors the common interpretation /that this

verse refers to the formalism or hwpocrisy of the people, who/had a
form of godliness, external holiness. Compare Isaiah 1:11-15;/1 Samuel -

15:21-25; Ezeklel 33:30-353.

3. "herefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not?
wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge?
Behold, in the day of your fast ye find your own pleasure, end exact
all your labors."”




. The complaint of the people voices their disappointment that

God had taken no notice of their fastings. Thb answer shows that
instead of true self-denial there are self-indulgence, selfishness, and
secular business.

4. "Behold, ye fast for strife and contention, end to smite with

——— C— —————————— —————————
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the fist of wickedness: ye fast not this day so_as to make your volce
to be heard on high." -

Such must have been the nature of the fast proclaimed by Jezebel.
See I Eings 21:9-13. “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination;
How much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind." (Proverbs 21:27).
"Some early writers understand the last clause as a prohibition
of molsy quarrels, to make the volce heard on high being taken as
equlvalent to letting it be heard in the street (Ghapter 42:2). The
later writers give 1t a mesning altogether different, by taeking V17
in the sense of heaven (@hapter 57:15) and the whole clause as a déclara-
tion that such fasting would not have the disired effect of galning
audience and acceptance for their prayers."

aefflict his soul? Is it to bow down his heed as a rush, and to spread
sackecloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an

acceptable day to Jehovah?"

Mere external fasting is not acceptable to Jehovah. Sanctimonious-
ness is condemned, but real humiliation is commended. Such was the
teaching of Jesus himself. '"Morsover when ye fast, be not as the
hypocrites, of a sad countenance; for they disfigure their faces,
that they may be seen of men ® fast." (Matthew 6:16a)

6. "Is not this the fast that I have chosen: _to_loose_the_ bonds

of wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed
go free, and that ye break every poke?

The spirit of true fasting is explained in verses 6 and 7. While
literal fasting is not forbidden, true fasting goes far deeper than
merely refraining from food, or any other external acts.

"yerses 6 and 7 now declare that the fast with which Jehovah is
pleased consists in samething quite different, namely in the llbera-
tion of the oppressed and acts of kindness to the helpless not in the
mere abstinence from food, but in sympathetic activity of that self-
denying love which leads one to give up one's bread, and generally one's
own possessions and comforts, for the good of the needy. Hence the
early Christian Church prescribed that alms-giving should be conjoined

with fasting."?

7. "Ig it not to deal tkiy breaed to the hungry, and that thou bring
the poor that are cast out to thy house ? _when thou seest_ the naked,

that thou cover him: and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh t

N S ST ST G ——— ——  S——  SE——
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In the foregoing verse the exercise of justice towards our fellow=
men is emphasized, in this verse, ki ess., Such love ,towards the
‘needy ls repeatedly enjoined in Seripture. Compare Joﬁﬁ 3l:16-22;
Proverbs 25:3?; Matthew 26:35-40; Luke 10:26-36; I John 3:17,18.

8. "Then shall thy light bresk forth as the mornin , and thy heal-
ing shall spring forth speedily; and thy righteousness shell go before
thee; the glory of Jehovah shall be thy rearward."

Following the description of true fasting in verses 6,7, we have in
verses 8,9 a the rewards. Verse 8 promised (1) a dawning light,
(2) a speedy recovery, and (3) a glorious march heaven-ward. 9“The verb
to brea k forth (literally, to be cleft) elsewhere applied to the
hatching of eggs (dh. 59:5jand the gushing of water (ch. 35:6), 1s here
used 1n reference to the dawn or break of day, seommon figure for
relief succeeding deep affliction. (See €hapter 8:20; 9:2; 60:1). By
a mixture of metaphors, which does not in the least obscure the sense,
this healing is here sald to sprout or germinate, a figure employed else-
where to denote the sudden, rapid, and spontaneous growth or rise of
enything. (See above, on €hapter 42:9 and 43:19). In the last clause
a third distinct figure is employed to express the ssme idea, nately,
that of g march like the journey through the wilderness, with the pil-
lar of as the symbol o_f God's presence, going before and after.
(See above, on €hapter 52:12; and compare mxodus/3:21; 14:19.) Jehovah
here assumes the conduct of his people, as their righteousness or
justifier. (See Jeremiah 23:6; 33:16, and compare Isaigh 54:17.) The
parallel term glory may then be understood as denoting the manifested
glory of Jehovah, or Jehovah himself in glorious epiphany."d

and he will say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst_of thee
the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and spesking wickedly;"

A fourth promise to those who conform to God's will is answered
prayer. Compare Isaish 1:15; 65:24; Psalm 50:1&,15; 66:18,19.

The sedond part of this verse, which is directly connected with
verse 10, further describes the nature of godliness, as freedom (1)
from the eppression of others, (2) from the attitude of scorn and con«
tempt towards them, and (3) from wicked conversation.

10. “Andjifwthou draw out thy soul to the bhumgry, and satlsfy the
afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in darkness, and thine ob-

scurity be as the noonday."

Some think the first clause refers only to the act of charity -
"Bestow on the hungry that which thy soul.desireth" (American Revised
Version margin). Others, like Calvin, thipk it refers to the disposi-
tion of love to the needy. : oY

®"we should observe the two parts, of this duty which the Prophet
has expressly described; for in the first place, he recommends to us the
feeling of mercy and kindness; and in the second place, he exhorts us
to the work itself and the effect.® Compare Deuteronomy 15:7; 1 Corin-
thians 13:3; and Isalah 58:7,8.

3. Alexander.
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11. "And Jehoveh will guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul
in dry places, and make strong thy bones; and thou shalt be like a watered
gerden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not."

Blessings pramised to the godly are further described; - continual
guldance, satisfaction, strength, abundeant and never-failing refreshment,
suggestlive of happiness and fruitfulness.

i GEESe——  C——————————— ) —————

This prophecy evidently has in view the rebullding and restora-
tion of Jerusalem following the captivity in Babylon, but 1ts spiritusal
application to the building of the Church 1s obvious. Compare Amos
9:11,and Acts 15:15-18.

pleasure on my holy dey; and call the sabbath a_delight, and the holy

C—"  —————— S S ——— S —

of Jehovsh honorable; and shalt honor it, not doing thine own ways,
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor spesking thine own words:"

In the foregoing verses love to man, or the second table of the
law 1s emphasized; in verses 13,14 love to God 2s enjJoined in the
first table of the law 1s stressed. In the first of the €hapter is given
the duty of works to others, in the second, of worship to God. Holi-
ness in all manner of living calls for true self-denial partlcularly in
the observance of the Sabbath. It calls for abstingnce from week-dey
work and pleasure, and the recognition of the Sabbath as a happy day
and as God's holy day, and the actual giving to 1t, the honor belonging
to it as the day which God has sanctified (Genesis 2:3). This involves
the surrender of our own wmys, and will and words, that God may have
his own way in every sphere of our life. See Shorter Catechism, ques-
tion 60.

14, "Bhen shalt thou delight thyself in Jehovah; and I will make
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth; and I wlll feed thee

with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of Jehovash hath
spoken it."

fPhen" introduces the cong§equence of the condition introduced by
¥if" in the foregoing verse.

Some of the glorious blessings of keeping the Sgbbath holy are (1)
the happy privilege of communion with Jehoveh, (2) triumphant possession
of the promised land, ard (5) bountiful prosperity therein as helrs of
the promise.

The last clause emphasizes the divine suthority behind these words,
confirming the certainty of the fulfillment of the promises.

3
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The Sin Problem and its Solution
Chapter 59

The movement of this chapter may be simply stated as follows:
(1) A resume of the chapter, verses 1,2; (2) & "roll of sins" of the
people, verses 3-8; (3) Repentant Israel (9-15b); (4) Rédemption (15b-2_ 1).
Stated in other words the €hapter sets forths

(1) The evidence of sin, such as murder falsehood, injustice, violence.

(2) The effect of sin - It divides, defiles, darkens, deadens.

(3) The extent of sin - It is found in the heart, lips, tongue, hands,
fingers, feet - thoughts, words, snd actions.

(4) The escape from sin. Jehovah 1is mighty to save. He not only
inflicts vengeance upon his adversaries, but brings salvatlon to the
penitent. "And a Redeemer will come to Zion, and unto them that turn
from transgression in Jacob, saith Jehovah." (verse 20).

A Redeemer will come, and the Spirit of God and his word to be
with his children forever. This climax to the Chapter brings a glorious
gospel to the lost sinner.

59:1. "Behold, Jehovah's hend is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:

It is neither inability nor indifference on the part of Jehovah.
He is all-powerful, able to save, (Revelation 19:6; Hebrews 7:25). He
is able to hear the petitions of His people and longs to deliver and
save. (Psalm 50:15; Isaish 65:2%; II Peter 5:9). Compare Isalah 50:2.

2. "But your iniguities have separated between you and your God,
snd your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not hear.

R C—— ——_— "G ————————  ——

The real hindrance to their salvation is thelr own iniquities.
The sinner has himself to blame, not God. Iniquities are as a dividing-
wall between him and God. Sins "have been separating® is a literal
trenslation, suggestive of the history of the work of the flesh. Con-
trast Acts 2:;,'And when the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled®
which gives in a line the history of the work of the Spirit.

The hidden face of Jehovah suggests the withdrawal of his presence
end favor. You cannot gain an sudience before the King because of

your sins. See Isalah 1:15; Psalm 66:18.

3. "For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with
inigqulty; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue muttereth wickedness."

Following verses 1,2 which give a kind of preview of the chapter,
there is evhibited in detail (verses 3-8) many of the specific sins of
the people. In this verse are mentioned both sins of gction and of
word. Compare Isaish 1:15; 59:13. 8in not only divides (verse 2),
but also defiles (verse 3). See II Corinthians 7:1.

4, "None sueth in righteousness, and none pleadeth in truth: they
trust in venity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring

forth inigquity."”
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1 l'l‘his vgrse evidzgtly refers to sin,'practiced in judicial life or
egal procedure, particularly the sin of falsehood, a direct violat
the ninth commaﬁdment. ’ ton of

The second part of the verse had a striking metaphor "Thus he se

v . ys

that the wicked, while they inwardly contrive thelr crimes, may be said
to be pregnant till they bring forth in due time; that is, when they have
found occasions and opportunities."* Compare verse 13 amd James 1:15.

5. "They hatch adders' eggs, and weave the spider's web: he that
eateth of Their eggs dleth; and that which 1s crushed breaketh out into

a viper.v

This first figure sets forth the pernicious, poisonous character of
sin. "Nothing can more forcibly describe the wicked character and
plans of d nners than the language here used. Plans that are as permicious,
loathsome, and hateful as the poisonous serpents that spread death and
r¥in and alarm everywhere."< See Chapter 14:2y.

"The figure of the spider's web 1s added go express the ldea both
of hurtfulness snd futility¥ (See Job 8:14) ."

6. "Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall thev

cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniguity,

T Sre— S —————  ——————

and the sct of violence 1s in their hands.

e E—  ——— SS—————————

The point of comperison in this figure, according to Delitzsch,
"is the nothingness and deceltfulness of their works: what they weave
and work serves no man for a covering; it has but the appearance of
utility; their works are wicked works, and thelr actions are aimed at
injuring their neighbor, in his rights and property.”

7. "heir feet runto evil, and they make haste to shed innocent

bloods their thoughts gre thoughts of iniquity; desolation and des-
truction are in their paths."

Here is a further statement of their wicked actions, which they
are so eager to perform, their iniquitous thoughts, (See Mark 7:21,22);
end the effect of such & course of wickedness. Paul must have had this
passage before him when he wrote his description of universel sin in

Romans 3:15-17.

: 8. "The wey of peace they know not; and there is no justice in
their goings: they have made them crooked paths; whosoever goeth there-
in doth not know peace,"

®"The obvious and simple meaning is, thaet their lives are not
pacific but contentious."  See Psalm 1o9525,24.

9. "Therefore is justice far from us, neither doth righteousness
overtake us: we look for light, but, behold, darkness; for brightness,

but we walk in obscurity."”

1. John Calvin.
2. Barnes.

3. Alexander.
4, 1lbid.
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4As the foregoing versesfexpose. the sins of Israel, so this and
succeeding verses confess the wickedness of the nation.

In this verse 'justice' and 'righteousness' are eeundereijiby
Skinner as "synonyms for salvation, right manifested by a judiclal
interposition of Jehovah.®

The iast part of the verse reveals a state of disappointment, end
adversity, rather than prosperity on the part of Israel.

10. "We grope for the wall like the blind; yes, we grope as they

that have no eyess _we stumble at noondsy as in the twillght; emon
them that are lusty we are as dead men." twilight; z

By vivid figures the effect of sin is here exhibited. Jeremiah
13:16; I John 2:11; Lam, 3:6. Sin makes one like a blind man. Note
- the effect of sin upon the Jewish race. II Corinthians 3:15. The only
key to their understanding of their own Scriptures is their seeing
Jesus as the Messiah through the Holy Spirit opening their blinded
eyes. Sin makes one as a dead man. See Ephesians 2:1, and 5:14.

— —— S— S—— Som———— —— et ——  ———  —————

—— —t————— S— a————— e erte————————————————— et S eSS e —————

us."

This verse suggests a murmuring, mourning melancholy attitude
on the part of the people in view of the dlsappointment of their hopes.
Compare verse 9, l4.

12. "For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our

sins testify against us; for our trensgressions are with us, and as ,
ti M Y
for our inigquities, we know them e::j:nguquzf“Fﬂtgn

Here comes the confession of penitent Israel, reminding E§~3sz
Dandel's penitent prayer for his people (Daniel 9:5-8). Their many
sins are known of God; these sins testify against the people who are
conscious of them and know them.,

- 13. "Pransgressing and denying Jehovah, and turning away from fol-
lowing our God, speaking oppression and revolt, concelving and utter-
ing from the heartwords of falsehood."

n———— - ——————————  e———

Here is a strong swmmary statement or confession of sins of thought,
word, and deed. See Acts 533,4 for an illustration of this verse.

14. "And justice is turned away backward, and righteousness standeth
afar off; for truth is iallen in the street, and uprightness cannot

enter.!

"after the confession of personsl sins there follows acknowledge-
ment of the sinful state of soclety...Justice has been forced back from
the position it ought to occupy, and righteousness is obliged to look
from afer at the unrighteous dealing, without being able to intervene
snd redress what is wrong...Becausd there 1s no truth and honesty



smong the people.“5

15. "Yea, truth is lacking; and he that departeth from evil maketh

himself a prey.‘' And Jehoveh sew it, and it dlspleased him that there
wes no_justice."

The sin of falsehood is repeatedly mentioned in this chapter as
an outstanding sin of Israel. The'state of soclety is such that the
godly men 1s exposed to the prey of the evil. Jehovah takes notice of
such a condition and "it was evil in His eyes". Verses 1l-15a state
the sin problem, describing the "estate of sin and misery". From verse
15b to the end of the chapter we see the purpose of Jehovah “to bring
them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer."

et WA e i St  ———— i et ——— S ————————  S————

was no intercessor: therefore his own arm brought salvation unto him;
and his righteousness, it upheld him."

God not only saw man rfimed in sin, eand it displeased him (verse
15), but he also saw that there was no man, and wondered that there
was none, to interpose to redeem or save him, therefore He exercised
his own power and brought salvation by a Redeemer. Christ did what no
mere man could do. "Here arm denotes power and strength, and righteous-
ness denotes the inteprity which he displays in procuring the salva-
tion of his p90ple, when he is their protector, and delivers them from
destruction."’ Note the idea in Scripture of God looking for a man.
Genesis 3:9; Isalah 59:16; 63:5; Ezeklel 22:30. "Behold, the men! "
(John 19:5); I Timothy 235,6.

17. "And he put on righteousness &8s & brest late, and & helmet of
saelvation upon his head; and he put on ganmenfs of wengeance for clothing,
and wes clad with zeal as g mantle."

"The meaning of the verse amounts to this, that God is in want of
nothing for discomfiting his enemies and gaining the viectory; be-
cause from his righteousness, power, and grace, and from his agdent
love of his people, he will meke for himself complete armour."” Com-
pare Isaish 1:27 and notes, and the “armor of God" in Ephesians 6:10-20.

18. "According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, wrath
to his adversaries, recémpense to his enemies; to the islands he will

. repay recompense."

yengeance belongeth unto me; I will recompense, salth the Lord."
(Romans 12:19@). Clad in his whole srmour he will exercise judgment \
upon his enemies wherever found. Nehum 1:2. "According to thelr deeds
is a principle of judgment repeatedly found in the Scriptures.
Matthew 16:27; Romans 236; Revelatlon 20:12,15.

5. Del.
6. Shorter Catechism, Question 20

7. John Calvin.
8. ibid.
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19. "So shell they fear the name of Jehovsh from the west, end his
glory from the rising of the sun; for he will come as g yushing stream,
which the breath of Jehovah driveth.”

This verse has given rlse to a number of different interpretations.
Calvin gays, "It i1s #ncertain whether he means the conversion of the
Gentiles, or the terror with which God dismays his enemles. For my
own part, I am more inclined to the former opinion, that, even to the
utmost boundaries of the earth, the name of God shall be revered end
honored, so that the Gentliles shall not only tremble, but shall serve
and adore him with true repentance."

"on the whole%, says Alexander, "the meaning of the verse appears
to be, that the ends of the earth shall see and fear the name and glory
of Jehovah, because when he approaches as their enemy, it wlll be like
an overflowing stream (Chapter 8:7,8; 28:15), in which his Spirit
bears aloft the banner of the signal of victory."

Compare @hapter 11:9-16; 24:14-16; 49:12; Psalm 22327; Zephaniah
3:8,9; Malachi 1311; Revelation]l1:15; 17:14; Zecharish 4:6.

20. "And a Redeemer will come to Zion, and unto them that turn
from trensgression in Jacob, saith Jehovah."

Here is a clear and definite prophecy of the coming of the Re-
deemer who is the glory of the Church, and the hope of a lost world.
Redemption and repentance are blg themes of this verse. Paul quotes
this verse applying it directly to Christ. Compare Paul's message on
repentance in Acts 26320, and his gem on grace and godliness in Titus

2¢11-14. MP% M ol ?’LQ.( ,
21.."and as for me, this is my Aovenant with them, saith Jehovshs
my Spirit that is upon thee, and m words which I have put in thy mouth,

shall not depart out of thy mouth,/nor out of the mouth of thy seed's
seed, saith Jehovah, from hencefo and forever."

A renewed covenant is here established. Note the parties end the
provisions. On the Godward slde there is the God of the covenant empha-
sized, the God of Nosh (Genesis 939), and of Abrahem (Genesis 17:4).
on the menwerd side the party is "them", evidently referring to "them
that turn from transgression" (verse 20); again this party 1is directly
eddressed as "thee", meaning the Church with Christ as its head. "The
coven 1s with Christ, and with them only as united to Him (Hebrews
2¢13)."WIncluded in the covenant are all true believers and thd r
children. The provisions are that the Spirit of God and his words are
to be with them forever. Se@6131-3; John 1333; 33343 43ld; T339; 1738;
I Corinthians 15:3.

. "Israel, as well as the Messiah, and in due dependence on him,was
to ‘be the light of the Gentiles, the reclaimer of apostate nations, and
in this high mission and vocation was to be sustained and prospered by
the never-failing presence o£ the Holy Spirit, as the author and the
finisher of all revelation,"'O

‘9. Fausset
10. Alexander.
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A Glorious Church

or
The Future Glory of Zion
Chapter 60

4s has alreaay been suggested, chapter 58 tells us what must be,

-chapter 59 what is, and chapter 60 what will be,) or the ideal, the

real and the 1deal realized.

The thought of this chapter 1s very closely 1nterwog through
all the paragraphs. The movement of the chapter may be sggdied as
followss (1) The call to Zion, the center of light, to arise and
shine. (2) The children of Zion coming to this light. (3) The conse-
cration of their life, possession and power. (4) The consummation -
the glorious change in Zion. In other words the chapter presents (1)
The dawning of thqﬂight (2) The drawing of the light, (3) The dedication
to the light, (4) The delight of the unending perfect day.

1. "Arise, shine; for thy 1light is come, and the glory of Je-
hoveh is risen upon thee."
asclon o)

‘\-—\ "The glory of Jehovah is his manifested presence, with allusion

to the cloudy pillar and the Shechinah. Upon thee represents Jerusa-
lem as exposed and subjected to the full blaze of this »rld ng light.
Light, and especially the light imparted by the divine presence, 1is

a common figure for prosperity, both temporal and spiritual. In John
12341 are these words: "These things said Isaiah because he sey his
glory; and he spake of him"., Malachi sald, "But unto you that fear

my name shall the sun of righteousness arise with healing in its wings."
(Malachl 432a) "Again therefore Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am
the light of the worlds he that followeth me shall not walk in dark-
ness, but shall have the light of life." (John 8:12). See also Matthew
5:16,and Ephesians 5:14.

2. "For, behold, -darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark-

ness the peoples; but Jehoveh will arise upon thee, and his glory
shall be seen upon thee."

There is here seen infrision the whole world lost in the darkness
of sin. Such darkness was sfen by Paul at Athens,(Acts 17:23) and des-
cribed by him in Romans 1321-32. He was called to be a messenger of
light into such darkness (Acts 26:18). In view of this state of
darkness light and glory are also seen in this vision. See John 13
14,18; and II Corinthiens 4:4-6. "The perfection of the glory promised
to the church is not to arise from its contrast with the darkmess of
the worid around it, Rut from the diffusion of 1ts light until the
darkness disappears." This is expressed in such missionary hymns as,
"The morning light is breaking, the darkness disappears", and the re-
frain, "For the darkness shall turn to the dawning". Such a passage
as this gives encouragement today to the hope that "it will be day-
bresk soon." "The darkness of night now lies over the whole world, but

1l. Alexander.
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&ion 1s the polnt in the east at which this sun of sunhs arises"2 The
Church possesses the only light to dispel the world's darkness.

3. "4nd nations shall comse to thy light, and kings to the bright-
ness of thy rising." —— ’ fo Hhe brisnt

The ggﬁging power of this supernatural light is unparalleled. Psalm
72311. Jesus said, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
drew all men unto myself". (John 12:32). ‘

Alexanders translation of this verse is "4nd nations shall walk
in thy light, and kings in the brightness of thy rising". Thus he
puts the emphasis upon the diffusion or radiation of this light rather
than upon its power of attraction, which is a prevalent interpretation.

4, "Lift up tinine eyes round gbout, and see: thev all gather them-
selves together, thev come to thee; thy sons shall come from far, and

thy daughters shall be carried in the arms. " ,

— e ey Sy ———

Look all around at the gathering together and the coming, same
from far distant places, of the children of 4ion, to the center of light.
Compare this mieslonary passage with Psalm 22327-31 which sets forth
the turning to Jehovah of all places, all races, all classes, mand all
ages or generations.

5. "Then thou shalt see and be radiant, and thy heart shall thrill

_and be enlarged; because the gbundance of the sga shall be turned
unto thee, the wealth of the nations shsll come unto thee."

The coming of the nations, and the consecration of their wealth
to the service of the Church, will make a glorlous impression
upon Zion. OCompare Hosea 1:10,11; 335; Acts 10:45; 11:17,18; Isaish
24314,15. "Moreover, the impression produced b _y this complete change
will thus be so overpowering that the heart of Z4ion trembles, but yet
8o elevat%ng that the neart which has hitherto been oppressed now heaves

for joy."
6. "The multitude of cemels shsll cover thee, the dromedaries of

#iidian and Ephsh; ell they from Sheba shall come; they shall brigﬁ
gold and frankincense, end shall proclaim the_pralses_of Jehoveal.

Midis_n, Epheh, and Sheba are all mentioned in Genesis 25%1-4
among the descendents of Abraham by Peturah. These trading coylries
of the East land shall bring their tribute to Zion. Compare the visit
of the queen of Sheba (I Kings 10:2), the prophecles of Psalm 72:10
end 15; end the visit of the Magl to Bethlehem(Matthew 2311).

Note the significance of the literal translatlon of the last
clause "and shell bring good tidings of the praises of Jehovah."

7. "All the flocks of Kedar shall be %gthered together unto thee,
the

e e e m—— S ———— —————  Se—

the rems of Ngbaloth shall minister unto tliee; y shall come up with
acceptance on mine gltar; and I will glorify the house of my g;ggx.“

2. Del.
3. ibid.



. Not only the trading nations would give willingly of their weslth
to the service of the Church but also these nomad.tribes, even the des-
cendants of Ishmgel. The offerings from such Gentiles as these Arsbisns
will be accepted of God. The temple is a house of prayer for all
nations (Isalesh 56:7). "“He will make its internal glory like the ex-
ternal, by adorning it Eith the gifts brought in homage by the worid
of converted Gentiles.%"®

Compare Job 42:8; Romans 12:1; 15:16; Hebrews 13:10,15,16.

8. "Who are these thet fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their

me—n— — S RE———— RGNS  CHGID  i——  —————  Smm—

* windows?%"

From the land-view of verses 6,7, there comes in verses 8,9 the
sea-view. "The ships expressly mentioned in the next verse are here
described in their first appearance at a distance, resembling with their
outspread sails and rapid course a fleecy.cloud driven by the wind, and-
a flight of doves returning to their young."

See Igaish 45:22; Luke 15:29; Revelation 7:9.

9. "Surely the isles shall walt for me, and the ships of Tarshish
first, to bring thy sons from far, their ol lver and their gold with
them, for the name of Jehovsh thy God, a2nd for the Holy One of Israel,

e Ce—  ——————  e——

beceuse he hath glorified thee."

The diatant lands shall desire or depend upon Jehovah, Psalm 72:
10. For "ships of Tarshish" see Isaish 2:16 with notes, also I Kings
10:22; 22:48. Such greast merchant-ships will be used to the glory of
God in bringing the sons of Zion, and their wealth into Zion, the
center light for the nations.

Compare the last clause of this verse with Igalah 55:5.

10. "And foreigners shall build up thy wells, and their kings

———  ————— ——— ————

favor have I had mercy on thee."

The part that Gentiles and their kings would have in the build-
ing and service of the church is here 1ndicated, for unto them, too, God
would grent mercy. Compare the last part of this verse with Isalah
12:1, and 54:7,8 and notes on these verses. Also see Psalm 30:5.

11. "Thy gates also shall be open continually; they shall not be
shut day nor might; that men may brin§ unto thee the wealth of the
nations, and their kings led captive.

The ides of the continuel welcome of the Church to the dis-
ciples of all natiens with their offerings is here presented, perheps
too, the thought of the safety in the church - no fear of leaving the
gates open day nor night. Compare thls passage with the picture o{ the
Holy City in Revelation 21:24-26. See also Igsalah 2632; 1 Corinthlans

16:9; Acts 14:27; Revelation 3:8.

40 Delo
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The la st.part of the verse may mean either that the kings may be
brought "as willing captives to the truth; or if not wil%iﬁgly, be
brought by judgment te submit to Israel (verses 12,14)."° Some are 16d
in triumph in Christ. (II Rorinthians 2:14). Others refusing to sub-
mit and serve the true Israel of God, or the Churchymust perish, as
the next verse &Q?lares. : >\' -

.

12. "For that nation and kingdom that will not Bervé thee shall

perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted."

1]

Such 1s the purport of Daniel's prophecy (Daniel 2:35, 44, 45) -
end Psalm 9:17. Thils prophecy has been rwepeatedly fulfilled in the his-
tory of the nations, and gives reassurance to the Church todsy that
righteousness wlll prevail and the forces of evil will be .destroyed.

See Revelation 17:14. \\' . :

e —————  S————  GE—.  S———  n—————— —— C——— S —

the pine, and the bex-tree together, to beautify the place of my sanc-
tuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious.®

. .

The glory of Lebanon:was the cedar. ."And as ‘the chqice'timber
of Lebanon beautified Solomon's Temple, that footstool of Jehovah;
so shall the peculiar- advantages of every nation, and of every descrip-
tion of men, concur to bean&igyathe church of Christ, which He has
determined to make glorious.m . ' \ .

——",  C———  CE————  E——  CHOT—— | C—————  ——————— S ——————  SSS—

unto thee; and all they that déespised thee shall how themselves down ot
the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee The city 'of Jehovzh, :
The Zion of the Holy One of Isrsel." . . : ' '

Those who persecuﬁed and despised the vhurch will rewverence and
recognize the church as the divine "institution in which the presence
and power of Jehoveh ¥& particularly manifested. Compare ‘Isaish 45:
l4,and 49:23 and notes. : Lo N :

15. “ﬁhéregs thou hast beenugorgaken.énd.ggtgg, 80 tha§ Qgﬁman.gas-"-,
sedthrough thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, & Joy of

e ——  ———— ———— e—

many genera’c:!.ons:l.'7f .. .

The gloriqus change to take place in Zion is vividly‘set.forth;by '
the contrasts of this verse. Instead of being as a 'deserted and des-.
pised cdty,it will become an everlasting glory and a dellght -of genera-
tion after generation. . . N

16. "Thou shalt glso suck the milk of the nations, end shalt
suck the breast_of kings; and_thou. shalt know_that I, Jehovah, am thy .
Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."

N ’ “
~ The Church is. to receive nourishment fiom the Gentiles. The .
first part of this verse is similar in thought -to Isaiah‘49:2§, and the - -
. second part, with change -in subject; the same as 49:?6b;_ A

Y ‘ '. . ) \J

5. Fausset -

6. Treasury of Seripﬁpre Knowiedge. _ ' ) LY %
1 Y . - . . . . )
. )
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17. "For brass I will bring gold, end for iron I wil

1 bring sil-
ver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron. _I will also make thy

officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness."

. The change for the better in Zion 1is here indicated, and the
character of the transformed government. Peace and righteousness will
prevail in the city of Zion. Isaish 234; 1326; II Peter 3:13.

ey e e————— SE—

tion, mand thy gates Pralse."

Where peace and righteousness prevall violence, desolation and
destruction will not be heard. Isgalsh 11l:9; Psalm 72:3-7.

"She has walls (Verse 10), but in reality 'salvation', the sal-
vation of her God, is to her an impregnable fortification; she has
gates (verse 11), but in reality all gates, whether for maintaining
her in safety or for adornment are for her rgndered needless by the
praise with which Jehovah has invested her." See Isalsh 26:1l; Re-
velation 19:1-6.

19. "The sun shall be no more thy light bv day; neither for bright-

ness shall the moon give light unto thees _but Jehovah will be unto
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory.n ‘

"The true sense of the figures seems to be, that all natural
sources of illumination shell be swallowed up in the clear manifesta-
tion of the presence, poger, end will of God. With this verse compare
Revelation 21323; 22:5."

In Simeon's song of praise (Luke 2:29-32) he declared Jesus to be
"4 1light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people
Israel."

20. "Tny sun shall no more go down, neither shaell thy moon with-
will be thine everlasting light, and the days

e, S p———— ) S——— S ————————— e ———

of thy mourning shaell be ended.”

"Not Snly perfect govermnment, and perfect glory, but also perfect
gladness"9shall characterize the church triumphent. There will be
the delight of the unending perfect day.

We point directly to the Apocalypse of John to complete the ex-
vosition of this passage. "For the glory of God did lighten it, and
the lemp thereof is the Lemb." "For the Lord God shall give them light;
and thev shell reign forever and ever." Revelatlon 7%%55&21;%&%%wi355§;-z

"The last words of tnls verse furnish a key to the whole des-b_ﬁ;
eription by identifying joy with light, and grief with darkness.

Cae g
P

7. Del.

8. Alexander.

9. Campbell Morgan.
10. Alexander.
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21. "Phy people slso shall be all righteous; they shall inherit
the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work

that I may be glorified."

Added to the delight of the unending perfect day will be (1) the
everlasting righteousness of the people of God, (Isaish 432-4; II Peter
3813; Revelation 21327). '"They shall be all righteous, that is,
they shall be entirely righteous; as there shall be none corrupt among
them, so there shall be no corrupfion in them; the spirits of Just
man shall there be made perfect." (2) There will be the enjoyment
- of an eternal inheritance. (Matthew 5:5; Revelation 21:7). A&ll this
will reveal in the ages to come "the exceeding riches of his grace,"
for back of it all is God's planting and God's work (Isalsh 29:23;
cl:3; Ephesians 2310) for the grand end and purpose that God may be
glorified. (Isaiah 44323; Ephesians 1:6,12; 2:7).

s § ittty Ce————ED  —e——— t———

8 strong nations _I Jehovgh, will hasten it in its time."

The multiplied growth of the church is here promised and assured,
for the power, purpose and plen of Jehovah are behind it. See Acts
2341; 5:14; Revelation 7:9.

"The Jerusalem or Zion of this passage", says Alexander, "is not
the primitive or gpostolic church, to which the description is in
many points inapplicable; whereas it 1s perfectly approprlate to the
New Jerusalewa, the Christian church, not as it was, or is or will be
at any period of its history exclusively, but viewed in reference
to the whole course of that history, and in ccn@;ast with the many
disadvantages and hardships of the old economy. ¥

11, Mgtthew Henry



The Year of Jehoveh!g Favor

Chapter 61 i 3:3
B

2 A W’nﬁm'ﬁihw %’;m §

The future glory of the church continues to be described. ;S
In this chapter are set forth (1) The matchless Brophet of Zion - -
the preacher, his people, and his commission (verses 1-3).
(2) Some glorious promises to Zion - restoration, the service of
foreigners, honor, wealth, everlasting joy and everlasting covenant, < "
blessing to seed (Verses 4-9) (3) The joyful praise of Zion, its
character and i1ts causes. (verses 10,11). g

1. "The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me; becsuse Jehovah

6

to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, =»;

and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;" g
In regard to the person of the speaker Delitzsch says, "All i%

r
7’

that the person here speaking says of himself is again met with in the~,
picture of the one unique Servant of Jehovah; he has been endowed
with the Spirit of Jehovah (42:1); Jehoveh has sent him, and with himg
sa t His Spirit (48:16); he has a tongue that has been teught of God, -
to assist with words him who is wearied (50:4); those who are almost
despairing and destroyed he goes to sPare and save, preserving the .
broken reed and expiring wick(42:3); “to open blind eyes, to lead
prisoners out of the prison, those who are sitiing in darkness out of
the house of confinement,% - that is what, above all, he has to do
in word and deed for his people (42:7, 49:9)." According to Luke
4316-22 when Jesuspf Nazareth appeared and spoke in his home town he “Peo
spplied these words directly to himself.

This verse plainly tells of his endowment (Matthew 12:18; John j’

3 q

8-

.
[

Cabg

T

3:34); his authority as the anointed one (I Kings 19:16; Leviticus

8:12; I Kings 1:39; Acts 10:38); the people to whom he 1s to minister,
nemely "the meek", or "poor" (See Luke 4:26,27), those who are

bruised, broken-hearted, in bondage, blinded; and his commission

with respect to these varlous classes. Compare II Corinthians 8:9; B f
John 14:1; Romans 8:1; John 8:12; Romans 1316.

2. "o proclaim the year of Jehovah's favor, end the dey of ven- 4
geance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; " d :

The description begun in the foregoing verse of the matchless
ministry is continued in this, and the following verse.

There may be an allusion here to the Year of Jubllee (Leviticus
25:9-13), when debts were cancelled, inherltances restored, and slaves g
set free. The year of Jehovah's favor, the acceptable year of the :g
Lord, has now come. See Il Corinthians 6:2. All this good news 1s oF
to be offered right now. The message 1is immediate and urgent. See

Mark 16:16. , . "Fhe Grglh of « gaar i sespud T U loanks, o gpracs, bk
3. ™o sppoint unto them thet mourn in Zion, to give unto them a

garlaend for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteous-

ness, the planting of Jehovsh, that he may be dlorified."
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The last clause of verse 2 is here expended. A beautiful des-
cription is given of Christ's ministry of comfort and consolation
and ,the purpose of it. Compare the last part of the verse with ’
60:9¢b and notes. "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; snd o shall ye be my disciples." (John 15:8) MNetthewH

4. "And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the

former desolations, and they shall repalr the waste clties, the desola-
tions of many generations."

Restoration is promised to Zion. Compare 49:8; 58:12 and notes.

5. "And strengers shall stand and feed Four flocks, and foreigners
shall be your plowmen:and your vinedredsers.

The thought of the service of foreigners to the church presented
in chapter 60 is further expressed.
. ®"The simplest explanation of the verse is that which understands
it as descriptive not of subjugation but of intimate conjunction,as
if he had said, those who are now strangers and foreigners shall yet
be sharers in your daily occupations and intrusted with your dearest
interests. By strangers we are then to understand not Gentiles as
opposed to Jews, but all who Eave been aliens from the covenant of
mercy and the church of God."®

e C————————— p—— o ——  SO———

you the ministers of our Gods ye shall eat the wealth of the nations,
"and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.

The first part of this verse takes up the ideal of Exodus 19:6
glven to the Israel of God which is enlarged upon in the New Testa-
ment and applied to the Christian Church. See also Romans 12:1 end
Revelation 136, in—sueh—passages—as I Peter 2:5,9; The second mrt
of the verse takes up the thought of Isalah 60:5-7;10,11,16, of the
service of the foreigner to the church, and it 1s illustrated and
illuminated by Acts 11:28-30, and Romans 15:26,27. Alexander points
out that the true antithesis of the vérse is: "Ye shall be their
priests, and they shall be your purveyors; you shall supply their
spiritual wants, and they shall supply your temporal wants."

7. "Instead of your shame ye shall have double; and instead of
dishonor they shall rejoice in their portion: therefidre in their land
they shell possess double; everlasting joy shell be unto them, "

YAs the miseries of their captivity were so great that in them
they are sald to have received double for all their sins (chapter 40
2), so the joys of their return shall be so great that in them they shall
receive double for all their shame. The former is applicable to the
fulness of Christ's satisfaction, in which God received double for all
our sins; the latter to the fulness of heaven's joys, in which we
shall receive more than double for all our services and sufferings.
" Job's case illustrates this: when God turned agaln his captivity, he
gave him twice as much as he had before."? Compere II Corinthians

4:17; Isailah 60:19,20; Fsalm 16:11.

l. Alexander.
2. Matthew Henry.
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The Selvation and Glory of Zion 1in View °
Chapter 62

The thought of the year of Jehovah's favor continues on into this
chapter, as there is brought into view the salvation and glory of Zio n.

1. Verses 1-5 present a longing for, a lookK™¥orward t&, and a joyfwl
love for glorified Zfon. In other wordss " L *°

.. There is expressed a desire for the glory &f Zion, & reassuring
declaration concerning the future of Zion, and a delight ¢in £lon.

2. Verses ©-8 declare that the watchmen wfll proclaimlDray, and Je-
hovah will provide. ile are told of the divinely appbinted watch pmen
on the walls of Zion and their occupation; and of the oath-bound pro-
mise of Jehoveh pledging peacse, prosperit?, and praise in Zion.,

3. Verses 10-12 present Zion's salvation as drawing near. In verse
10 preparation of the way 1s emnhasized, in verse 1l the proclamation
of Jehoveh, and in verse 12 the consummation of Zlon's redemption. *®
A good theme verse for the chagper is Proverb§ 4:18.

1. "For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, end for Jerusalem's

‘sake I will not rest, un&bl her righteousness go forth as brightness,
and her salvation g8 a lemp that burneth.'’ A *

Soma interpreters consider the speaker to be, the prophet, some e
the Servant of Jehovah, and some Jehovah himself. N

The verse contains a purpose in behelf of.Ziomn, a ‘statemeng of
the motive therefor, and of the resteoration anticipated. Compare
Psalm 122:6-9. Righteousness and salvation are cheractdristic words
in Iseish. Compare 1326,27; 32:18-17; 61310411 and noteg on thefe'

verses. . . e®
e
2, "and the nations shall sgs thv'righteousness, and all kings

thy glory; and .thou shailt be called by & new name, which the mouth of

o ——— | St W—

Jehovah shall neme.M ° »

*
The missionary view is characteristic of Isaish (See 4986; 603 ..
1-3; etc.), and of the whole Bible (See Acts ?:15; 26323; Psalm 723 .
10,11; ete.) .
The change in nature calls £opr a change in nsme. Compare the,
new names of verses 4 and 12, also Genesis 32:28; Acts 113263 Revelation

2:17; and 3312. _ . . . ° $

3. "Thou shalt glso bs a crown of beauty &n the hand %Q Jehovah,
and g royal disdem in the hand of thy God. o N .o N

Here is the second in the series of four "thou shalts" in this,
context, which emphasize the certainty of Zion's glory and new name.e

Zion redeemed Will. be beauteous snd glorious b Jehoveh. Compaffe
Jeremiah 1331ll; Luke 8:14. . 3

4. "Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; nelther shall thy land.
any more~be termed Desolates but thou shalt be called He hzi-bsh, gnd
thy land Beulah; for Jenoveh delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be

married."

e L
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tod Hephzibah means "thy delight is in her! and Beuleh means "mar-
ried.

These new names strikingly emphasize the relation of Jehovah to
Zion redeemed., She 1s not only the object of beauty and glory to
him (verse 3), but also the object of his delight and love. See Zeph.
3:17; Hosea 2:19,20; Ephesians 5:25-27; Revelation 21:2,9,10. )

5. "For as a young man married a virgin, so shall thy sons marry

thee; and as the bride%room rejoiceth over the bride, so ghall thy
God rejoice over thee.'

God is the one Husband of the church (Isaish 5435). "Yet this
does not prevent the metaphor of marriage being employed to describe
that unity of faith which all the children of God have with thelr
mother, the Church." Compare the foregoing verse and notes. No more
striking figure could be used to show the delight Jehovah has in his
church - Jesus "for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross,
despising the shame". See Hebrews 12:2.

6. "I have set watchmen upon thy walls, Q Jerusalem; they shall
never hold their peace da;% nor night: ye that are Jehovah's remem-
brances, take ye no rest,"’

Probably the first reference of watchmen is to the prophets of
God who have & speclal responsibility, although in a real sense all
believers are to watch and pray. The last of the verse defines their
work. They are to keep not silence. It may be spplied to the warning
and witnessing of the watchman, kzekiel 53:7; Acts 1:8.

7. "And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.

This evidently refers to the all-important work of the watch-
man end remembrancer, nemely importunate intercession, in the
spirit of Jacob (Genesis $2:26), the Canaenitish women (Matthew 15:22-
27), end the friend at midnight (Luke 11:5-15). Such unceasing prayer
is missionary in its motive and purpose, for the coming of the hngdom
throughout the world. Matthew 6:10; Revelationp.l:ls. )

8. "Jehoveh hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his
strength, Surely, I_will no more give thy grain to be food for thine
enemies; and roreigmers shall not drink thy new wine, for which tho
hast labored;"

We are not only told of the divin% appointed watchmen and
their occupation in verses 6,7, but in verses 8,9 of the oath-bound
promise of Jehoveh pledging peace, prosperity, and praise in Zlon.

E

9. "But they that have garnered it shall eat 1t, end pralse Je-
oveh; end they that have Rathered it shall drink it in the courts

my sanctuary."

o’

=3



"These are but t{pes and emblems of abundance, and security, and
liberty of worship.® See foregoing verse and comments.

10. "go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the
people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; 1ift up

an ensign for the peoples.

Preparation for entrance into sion is here emphasized, two charac-
teristic words of Isaish belng used in this ® nnection, namely, high-
way and ensign. The highway must be prepared (40:33), the obstacles
removed, and a banner set up for the gatiering of the people.

(Isalah 11:12; 49:22).

Say ye to the dsughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold,
his reward is with him, and hls recompense before him,"

Following preparation comes the divine proclemation to the end
of the earth of the coming of salvation. Compare Mark 16:15;
Igsaiah 40:9-10; with notes; Zechariah 9:9.

12. "And they shall call them The holy people, The redeemed of
Jehoveh: and thou shalt be called Sought out, A clty, nob forsaken."

This verse points to the realization of the ideal, the sanctifi-
cation and redemption of Zion, which becomes the object of deslre
and delight. I Peter 2:9; Revelation 5:9; John 10:16; Matthew 28:
20b; See verse 4 and notes.

1l. Alexander,



'The Triumphant licrrior and the Praying Servants
Chapters 63-64

the substznce of these chapters may be briefly summed up as follows:

(1) The "drama of divine vengeance" presents the appearance,
ds, 2nd words of the triumphant warrior, suggesting the clirax of ven-
nce and the cowpletion of salvation. (verses 1-6)

(2) In a spirit of thankfulness the pronhet reviews Jehovah's
ient mercies to his neople. (verses T7=9)

(3) In a spirit of confession, the sins of Israel and their
‘eet are recalled, zlong iith God's wonder-working presence and pover
the exodus. (vers=zs 10-14)

(4) Direct suwnlication is offered for mercy, pleading God's
ation to Israel, and their desire for His honor. (verses 15-19)

(5) This suvpplication continues, calling for the Jdirect inter-
iition of God., Along with this are a confession of thelr faith in Him,
. of their owvn sins. (64:1-7)

(6) The concluding supnlicaticn is made in view of their help-
isness and sinfulness; God's sovereignty, FPatherhood, holiness, and
ry; and the condition of Zion and of God's house. (verses 8-12)

63:1 ™iho is this that cometh from Rdowm, with dyed garments from
rah? this trat is glorious in his apparel, marchingz 1n the grestness
Tis strength: I that speak in righteousness, mizhty G0 save.m”

Edom vas a tynical enemy of Israel, See chap. %4.

Some interpreters, like Calvin, consider this retwrning conqueror
refer to Jehovah himself, while others apoly it to the Fessish. Dr.
'k says: "With Iszish 63:l-o comes the final vision snd complete

summation of Isaish'!s vision. Here Immanuel, the King of Righteousness

the first part of Isaish, and the Suffering and Risen Servant of the
sond part, are raconciled, harmonized and proved to be one end the same.
s Grea’ King must stoop to suffer, in order to rise to save. After
ssing into the deep and woeful depths, He comes forth more royal. And
wter 63 hails the Servent of 53 as the King of €havers 9 and 11l. 11
ough the verses run the blood-stains of Isaizh 53, in the word Edom,
the wine"presses of RPozrah, in the raimcnt spattered and stained with
‘e-blood.,

Note the points of similarity between this 'drama of divine vengeance'

i that of the second coming of Christ in Rev. 19:11-16, particularly
rse 13,

The return of this Conguerer means. the climax of vengeance and the
noletion of salvation.

2, Mherefore art thou red in thine apvarecl, and thy garments like
n that treadeth in the winevat?'

The conqueror seems to be drawing ¥easen, as $heir second question
addressed directly to him, It calls attention to a most noticeable

ature of Hisf apnearsnce.



3. "I hove trodden the winepress alone; and of the peoples there
5 N0 man with me: zg%,—f-trod them in mine anger, and trampled them
my wrath; and thei¥ Iifeblood Is sprinkled upon my garments, and I
re stained all my raiment.m

"He here treads the wine_press not as a sufferer but as an inflicter
vengeance."l The life-blood is not that oFf the conqueror but the
)ples who are the objects of God's vengeance., Compare Rev. 19:13-15,

4. "For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the year of my
leemed 1s come.™

In the appointed time and accoféng to the eternal purpose of God
are will come His vemgeance uvon the enemies of the church and his
lemption of His chosen people. Comnare Is. 1:27-28; 34:8; 35:4; 61:2
1 notes on these verses.

5. ™And I looked, and there was none o help; and I wondered that
sre was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation. unto
; end my wrath, it upheld me.™

Compare Is. 59:16-18 and notes. Both in the work of salvation and
vengeance the supernatural vower of God, without human aid, is em-
asized.

6. "And I trod cown the peoples in mine anger, and made them drunk
my wrath, end I poured out %Helr 1ifebTood on the earth.™

This verse with its thought of vengeance and of victory over God's.
amies, is closely relested to verse three, while we look to such passages
Rev. 14:10, 19-20; 18:3-6, 21, for an expansion of the same idea. )
1e imagery of Christ's final triumph and judgment is taken from this
ssage (Rev. 19:13), which is thus shown to be a prophecy that will
ceive its full fulfilment in the punishment of the enemies of God's
arch at the last day."2

T "I will make mention of the lovingkindnesses of Jehovah, and the
aises of Jehovah, accorcing to all That Jehovah hath bestowed on us,
J The great goodness toward the house of lsrael, which he hath bestowed
“them according to his mercies, and accorcing to the multituvde of his
vingkindnesses. " - -

"There now follows (from 6%:7 to chap. 64) a prayer which begins
th thanksgiving, looking back on the past, and turning to the present,
ncludes with an entreaty for help. Entreaty prevonderates; and the
dDle prayer-----ece=- makes request _in general for the realization of
> redemption already predicted."3

The dominant note sounded in verse seven is thankful acknowledgment
all Jehovah's mercies. Compare Neh. 9:19-21, 27, 31; and Eph. 1:6, T;
4; Tito 3:4"7'

Fausset.
Dammelow,
Delitzsch,
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8. "For he'said, Surely, they are my ggople, children that will
; deal falsely:  so he was their Saviour.

Alexander points out that in the Hebrew the two leading facts of
Ls verse are simpnly stated "without intimating any causal relation
s-ween ther. He chose them and he saved them."

9. "In all their affiction he was afficted, and the angel of his
ysence saved them: 1in his love and in his D1ty he redeemed them;
[ he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.™

Here are emphasized Jehovah's loving sympathy for His people, and
; redeeming and sustaining grace. Few passages more strongly empnhasize
1ovah's sympathy for His people, Compcre Ex. 3:7-9; Heb., 2:18, 4:15.
yther reading of the first clause of this verse is, "In all their
rersity he was no adversary."

W

The =2ngel of his presence, as explained by Alecxander, is identified
;h the presence of Jehovah, and with Jehovah himself.™ The old
~istian doctrine is that He "was that Divine being who is represented
the Pew Testament as the brightness of the Father's glory and the
yress image of his person (Heb. 1:3), the image of God (2 Cor. 4:4;
L. 1:15), in whose face the glory of God shines (2 Cor. 4:6), and in
ym dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9)."

- On this grand theme of redeeming love compare Titus 2:14; 1 John
)=10; Rev. 1:5, 5:9; and in regard to the subject of His sustaining
ver, compare Ex. 19:4; Deut. 32:11-12; Is. 46:3; Luke 15:5,

10. "But they rebelled, and grieved his holy Spirit: therefore
was turned to be Their eneny, and himself fought against Them."

Following the aclknowledgement of God's mercies, comes the acknow-
igement of Israel's sins (see Is. 1:2; Exodus 32:8), and a statement
their disasterous effect. "They" at the beginning of the verse is
>hatic.

In these verses the mystery of the triume God is intimated. "For
the ange’, who is His countenance, i.e. the representation of His
bure, is described as a person both by his name and the mediatorial
~k of redemption ascribed to him, so the Svirit of holiness, i.e.
ly in Himself and oroducins holiness (Ps. 143:10), is similarly de-
~ibed by bhe:circumstance that He is grieved, and He can therefore
21 grief (cf. Eph. 4:30, 'Grieve not the Holy Sonirit of Goa!).m"4

11. "Then he remembered the days of o0ld, ioses and his people,
ring, WheTYe is he that brought them up out of the sez with the
soherds of his Tlock? where is Ne that pub his holy Spirit in
> midst oI them?" ST T -

"Mhe latest writers are agreed that the first clause describes
> repentance of the peovle, and that the second gives their very
~ds, contrasting their actual condition with their former privileges

Delitzsch.



_enjoyments."S Compare Feh. 9:20

12. "That caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of
es? that dividec The ..aters before them, Gto make himself an ever-

Ting namc?"

Jehovah's wonder-working presence and power at the exodus are
-« recalled, He worked through Moses as his instrument also He wrought
His immediate nower at the mirascle at the Red Sea. Josh. 3:16;
13%36:13-16. The ultimate purnose of it all was God's glory (Rom. 9:17),

13, "That led them through the denths, as a horse in the wil-
mess, SO tThat They s Tumbled noxen

Und=r the supernatural power of God the Israelites were enabled

pass frecly without stumbling thru the Red Se= as on & level plain.

14. "As the cattle that go down into the valley, the Spifit of
10vah caused them G0 rest: SO ITdst thou Lsad Thy people, to make

7self a glorious name.

This is a besutiful figure illustrating the way in which God's
ly Spirit led His people into rest, "He maketh me to lie down in
s-n pastures. He leadeth me beside still waters." (Ps. 23:2) Com-

re Heb., 4:8-11.

The 1ast part of the verse in retrospect emphasizes God's care
er His people, end His end in view. Compare 60:21lb; 61:3Db.

15. "Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation 22
% holiness and of thy glory: where are thy zeal end thy migntly
ts? Tthe ¥earning of thy heart and Thy compassions are restraine
ward me. ,

Rarnest supplication is made to the throne of God's holiness
a glory (Is. 57:15; Ps. 113:5-6), to His heart so full of com-
ssion (Jer. 31:20; Hos. 11:8), and to His hend of power. "It
assumed that Jehovah's love for His peovle urges Him to save them
om their misery; but His sympathy and compassion as it seemg, put
nstraint on themselves not to interfere for Israel's good."

16. "For thou art our Father, though Aibrzham knoweth us not, and
rael doth not acknowledge us: thou, O Jehovah, art our Father; our
deemer from everlasting is thy name.m

God's relation to His peonle is here pleaded., Compare Deut, 32:6.

"The church or chosen peonle, although)y once, for temporary reasons,
-extensive and coincident with a single race, is not essentially a
tional organization, but a spiritual body. Its father is not Abraham
. Israel, but Jehovah, who is snd always has been its Redeemer, who
s borne that name from everlasting."7
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17. "0 Jehovah, why dost thou make us to err from thy ways, and
ardenest our hesrt from thy itear? Return for thy servants'! sake, the
ribes of thine inheritance."”

"In the Scriptures it is frequently said that God drives men into
rror, (2 Thess. 2:11);'gives them up to a reprobate mind,' (Rom. 1:28);
nd thardens them,' (Rom. 9:18). When believers speak in this manner,
hey do not intend to make God the author of error or of sin, as.lf they
ere innocent, or to free themselves from blame; dbut they look higher,
nd rather acknowledge that it is by their own fault that they are
stranged from God and deprived of his Spirit, and that this is the
eason why they are plunged into every kind of evil?."8

! fhe vetition for the return of God'!s gracious presence is justified
n two ways, Tfirst, by the consideration that they are still scrvants of
bhovah, as this very prayer in fact proves, servants belonging to his
lect ®ation, and truly representing it; and secondl;, by the thought
12t the divine election cannot be frustrated."9

/ 18, "Thy holy people possessed it but a little while: our adver-
aries have trodden down thy sanctuary, "

{ When the enemies of God'!'s chosen peovle possess the promised land,
1d profane the sacred temple, it is high time for earnest prayer.
ympare 64:11-12, and Ps. T4:3-7.

!

j 19. "We are become as they over whom thou never barest rule, as
}gz that were not called by thy name.™

! "Phe relation which Jehovah assumed as King to the people named

"ter Him, seems not merely broken off, but never to have existed; the
‘esent condition of Israel is the complete practical negation of such
relation. Complaint cannot strike deeper notes than these; and there-
re the sigh at once =rises: 1'0 that thou wouldst rend the heavens.'"10

. 64:1 "Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest
me down, that the mountains might gquake at thy presence,?

;- This verse voices a fervent supnlication for the direct interposition
| God, The imagery may have been t:zken from the account of the Sinai

ene (Ex, 19:11, 18). Jesus coning up from the waters of bastism "saw

e heavens rent asunder amd the Spirit as a dove descending upon him.*"

' 2. MAs when tire kindleth the brushwood, and the fire causeth the

%ers to boiT; To make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the

tions may tremble at thy oressncelT

!

f "Jehoveh is to descend with such irresistible force as Ffire exerts
 brushwood and water, kincling the one, maxing the other boil, in
ler by such a digplay of nower to impress His name (revealing itself

dicially, therefore 'in fire,' 30:27; 66:15) on His adversaries, and
|
r
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1at (idolatrous) nations may tremble before Him. "1l

3. "When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou
mest down; the mountains cuaked at fhy presence.”

"Perrible things" is an expression used repeatedly in 3cripture to
sfer to G?d's wonder-working at the “xodus (Deut. 10:21; 2 Sam. 7:23;
3. 106:22).

6Compare the last part of this verse with verse 1lb; Judges 5:5; and
3, 068:8,

4. "For from of 0ld men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear,
sither hath the eye seen a God besides thee, Who worketh for him that
wltetn for him,"

The apostle Paul makes use of this passage (See I Cor. 2:9-10) in
wowing that the doctrine of the gosnel is beyond mere human understanding,
1t is revezled only by the Spirit of God.

"And as the prophet, when he takes into c&ﬁderation the wonderful
3ts of God's kindness, exclaims, like one who is lost in amazement,
1at nothing like this was ever hesrd of; so, in the most excel’ent of
11 benefits, nam=1ly, that in which “hrist is offered to us by the tospel,
> may exclzim in the same manner, 'O Lord, what thou bestowest on thy
sople exce=ds 2ll the canacity of the human mind: no eye,no ear, no
snses no miné can re'ch such loftiness.” '

5. "Thou mectest him thet rejoiceth and worketh righteousnescz,
10se that Temerber thez in thy ways: behold, thou west wroth, and we
(nned: 1In them have e been of long time; and shall we be saved "

Continuing the Egﬁ%ght of the previous verse the first part of

1is verse shows thatilovingkindness is exercised towrrds those who love
lm; the second part of the verse acknowledges their sins and God's dis-
leasure because ol their sins, thus introduecing the fuller confession
1ich follows. (See Heb. 4:18, Ps. 90:7-9; Ps. 103:17; Jer. 31:18-20).

6. "For we are all become as one that is unclean, anc all our
ighteousnesses are as a pollutec garment; and we all do Tade as a leaf;
7d our iniguities, like the wind, take us away."

This is one of the great texts of Scrintur - on the subject of sin.
yte four striking figures as follows: 1. As one that is unclean, like
leper, so are we all become deriled and polluted by sin. Sin defiles
s all., See Lev. 1%:45; Is, 6:5; 53:6; Job 14:4; 25:4; 42:5-6;3 Ps. 51:5;
oh, 2:1-2; Titus 3:3. 2. As a polluted garment so are all our righteous-
asses. Sin pervades every deed of ours. Zech. 3:3; Phil 3:9; Rev.
+17-18. 3. As a leaf so we do fade. Sin separates from God, sapping
re strength of life. See Is. 40:5-8; Ps, 90:5-6; James 1:10-11;

Pet. 1:24-25, 4. Like the wind, carrying chaff :efore it, our in-
juitizs take us away. Sin drives to destruction. See Ps. 1l:4; Zech.
:8=11,
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7. "ind there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth
himself to Take hold of thee; for thou hast hid thy face from us, and
3t consumed us by means of our iniquities,.™

No one rouses himself from spiritual slumber to pray, that is, to call
n God's name and to lay hold of him. (Ses Gen. 32:26).

The sins of the people are the cause of God's withdrawing His presence
1 favor. (Is. 59:2). Because of Israel's sins God canceals His face
m them, b7 means of their sins He consumes them. '

é. "But now, O Jehovah, thou art our Father; we are the clay, and
u our potiter; and we all are the work of thy hand."

"The Prophet here resumes the thought of chapvter 63:16, where, as
~e, the paternity ascribed to God is not that of natural creation in
> case of individuals, but the creation of the church or chosen peovle,
1 of Israel as a spiritual and ideczl person. The figure of the potter
1 the clay, implying absolute authority amnd power, is used twice before
1. 89:6; 45:9) and is one of the connecting links between these later
yphecies and the undisputed vortion of Isaiszh."1l3

9. "Be not wroth very sore, O Jehovah, neither remember iniouity
~ever: behold, look, we besecch thes, we are all thy people."

"In wrath remember mercy" (Ha».$2b). "I am thine, save me." (Ps.
):942). Tot the merits of the ones who pray are vleaced, but the mercy
God and His covenent relation to them.

10. "Thy holy cities are becorme a wilderness, Zion is become a
.derness, Jerusalem a desolation,r

the desolate condition of God's holy cities, perhaps referring to
» cities of Judah in genersl, =nd of Zion and Jerusalem is here vleaded,

11. "Our holy and our beautiful house, where our Fathers praised
e, is burned with Iire; and all our pleasant places are laid waste, "

The climax of their »rayer and lam-ntetion seems to be reached as
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y bewzil the destruction of the holy temnle of “ion with its goocly vessels,

t place with 2ll its sacred historiczl as<oeciations.

12, "Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, 0 Jehovah? wilt
u hold thy peace, and arTlIct us very sore?" -

A negetive answer to these questions is implied. "Self-restraint and
ence, as afplied to God, are common figures for inaction and apperent

ifference to the interests and especizlly the sufierings of his peovle."1l4

A negative ansvier to the guestions of this verse is expected. "Jeho-
's mercy cannot violently restrain itself longer; it must burst forth,
e Joseph's tears in the recognition scene, Gen. 45:1.%15

Alexander.
Ibid.
Delitzsch.,



348

Chap. 65. Jehovah Unfolding the Future

This chapter is considered by most interpretersqas Jehovah's
answer to the »rayer of the foregoing chspter. 1In a summary »ro-
dhetic view He shows 1. thet the Gentiles are to be received (verse 1);
2. the Jews rejected, because of their rebellion, idolatry, and
hyvoc:isy (verses 2-7); 3. the remnant, his chosen, are to be saved
(verses 8-10); 4. the wicked, in contrast to Jdehovah's servants,
are to be punished (verses 11-16); and the true Israel gloriously
blesz=d (verses 17-25), The movement of the chapter has been sug-
gested as follows: 1. The unsaved (verses 1-7); 2. The way of
Selvation (verses 8-16); 3. The Saved (verses 17-25) where a high
water mark in Isaiah is reached.

65:1 "I am inquired of by them that asked not for me; I am
found of them FTha® souzht me not: I said, Borold me, behold me,

unto a nation That was not called by my name, "

The evanselistic, missionz 'y note here sounded, this message of
gospel grace to the heathen, is taken up andé expounded by the apostle
Panl. (See Romi 10:20).

"From this passage Paul earnestly contends for the calling of

- the Gentiles, and szys that Isaish boldly exclaims and affirms that
the Gentiles have been called by God because he spoke more clearly
and loudly than the circumstances of .is own time recguired. Here

we seec, therefore, that we were called by an cternal purpose of God
long before the event hapoened----—e-- Yhenever, therefore, this voice
of the gospel is sounded in our ears, or when we record the word of
the Lord, let us know that the Lor: is present, and offers himself,
that we may know him familiarly, and may call on him boldly and

with assured confidence,"l

2. "l have spread out %z hands all the day unto a rebellious
people, that walk in a way that 1= not good, after thelr ovwn thoushts. "

The foregoing verse tells of gospel grace offered to the Bentiles.
This verse tells of this same gospel grace offered earnestly, patiently,
(See Mt. 23:37) to the Jews who were rTebellious (See Is. 1:2; 63:10;
Acts 7:51-52),& sinful, self-willed peo»le who rejected Jehovah.

5. "A peonle that provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing
in gardens, an urning incense unon bTicks; .

Over against the continued offer of Jdivide gr=ce is the continued,
open, gross ldolatry of the peonle - him—owr/sin so ¢ispleasing unto
God. See Ps. 78:40, 58,

]

4. "That sit among the graves, and lodge in the secret places;
that eat swine's flesh, and broth of ébomina%Ie_fhings is in Their
vessels; " — -

"The whole é?ne here described by the prophet is one connescted

l. John Calvin.



with idolotry and magical incarntations, zn’ the prophet means to
rebuke them for having forsaken God and fallen into all the abom-
inable and stu>id erts of idolators., It was not merely that they
had eaten the flesh of swine, or that they had made broth, of unclean
meats - which would have besn minor, though real offences - it was
that they had fallen into all the abominable »nractices connected

with idolatry and necromeney."2 Cormpare @s 66:3, 17; Lev. 11:7.

This verse suggests such present day religious practices as
ancestor worsnin and sacrificing to the dead.

5. *That say, Stand by thyself, come not nearfzg me, for I
am holier Than Thou.” These are 2 smoke in my nose, a fire That
burneth 21l The day."

As the previous verses emphasize the heinousness of the sin
of idolatry, so does this verse the sins of pride =nd by-moerisity
which are so displeasing to God as to bring down his continued
curse upon such sinners. "The retrospective !'these,' 5b, sums up
the subject characterized from verse 3 onward; what follows in 5b
is predicated of it."3 Compare Christ's exposure of Phfarisaism
in Mt. 23, and the sevin woes pronounced against it.

6. "Behold, it is written before me: I will not keep silence,
but will recomvense, ye, I will recompense into Thelr bosom, "

The just omniscient God will certainly act in abundant retri-
bution upon idolators and hyvocrites. Rev. 20:12.

: 7. "Your own iniquities, and the iniouities of your fathers
together, saith Jehovah, That have burned incense upon the mountains,
and blasphemed me upon the hills:  ThersTore will T TirsT measure
their work into thelr bosom. " 4 -

"The mesning of the tept is obvious, as teaching that the guilt
which had accumelated through successive generations should be visited,
though not exclusively, upon the last. The whole of idolatry is here
summed up in burning incense on the mountaing, which are else_where
mentioned as a Tavorite rssort oF those wWho worshipped idols (ch., 57:7;
Jer. 3:6; Ezek. 6:13; 18:6; Hos. 4:13), and blashpeming God upon the
hills, which may either be regarded as a metaphorical descrip%ion_sf
idolatry itsel®, or strictly <talen to denote the oral expression of
contempt for Jehovah and his worshipn, which might naturally be exvected
to accompany such orzctices, "4 )

8. "Thus saith Jehovah, As the new wine is found in the cluster,
and one saith, Dcstroy it not, for a blessing 1s in 1%: so will T &0
Tor my servants' sake, That I mey not destroy Tthem all." — -

_Here we find the pendulum swung back Ffromlhe thought of the re-
bellious who 2re rejected, to the remnant acco Jing to the election

3. Delitzsch.
4, Alexander.
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of grace. One of the most glorious truths of Isaiah and of Paul
is this doctrine of the salvation of the remnant. See Is. 1:9;
10:20-22; Rom, 11:1-6; etc., They are Jehovah's servants, blessed
in order to be a blessing.

9. "And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of
Judash an inheritor of %1 mountains; and my chosen shall inheri® it,
eand my servants shall dwell there, "

Dr. J. A. Alexander noints out three nrincinal interpretations
of the »nromise here recorded. "The first, embraced by nearly all
the modern Germans, is that the verse predicts the restoration of
the Jews from Babylon. The second mey be stated in the words of
Henders:r, namely, that 'the future hamy occuvnation of Palestine
by a regenerated race of Jews is here clearly predicted.' The
third is that the verse foretells the vervztuation of the 0ld theo-
cracy or Jewish Church; not in the body of the nation, but in the
remmant which believed o: Christ; and which, enlarged by the accession
of the Gentiles, is identical in character and rights with the church
of the old dispensation, the heir to all its vrormises, and this among
the rest, which either has been or is to be fulfilled both in a literal
and figorative sense--=-ca--- oM

In the light of such pagsages as wom. 4:13, Gal. 3:29, ‘cts
15:14-18 and numferous others, it appears t-at the b¢ggest truth
for us to get from this verse is that i® foreshadows the glorious
spiritual inheritance of the gospel church, the true chiléren of
Abraham, '

10, "And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of
of ichor a pIlace for hexrds to 1Ie down in, for my neople that have
sought me."

For Sharon se= Is, 33:9,and 35:2 with notes. ¥or references
to Achor see Josh. 7:24-26 and Hos. 2:18. Sharon is situated near
the sediterrznean and i"t, ‘Carmel in the West, and Achor in the =ast
near Jericho. ‘'he picture of prosperiy and peace given in this verse
1s an expansion of the promise of verse 9 given to Jehovah's people,
who are here descrited as those who have sought him.

11. *“But ye that forsake Jehovah, that forget my holy mountain,
that prepare a Table for Fortune, and that Fill up mingled wine
" unto Destiny.V -

The thought changes from ;the reward of the remnant, and reverts
to a further charzcterizatien®the rebellious, who were described in
verses 3-7. They forsske Jehovah (Is. 1:4), forget His holy mountain
(Is. 2:2-4) and worship heathen deities (Is. 57:5-10; Jer. 2:28),

12, "I will destine you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down
To the slaughter; Tecause when I called, ye did not answer; when L
spake ye did not hear; but ye did that which was evil 1m mine eyes,
and chose That wherein T delighted not.T™ —

They :-re doomed to destruction who disobey God's call, ﬁis-
regarc his voice, commit deeds displeasing unto Him, and chqse that

which does not delight Him.



"As to the application of the words, there is the usual con-
fidence and contradiction; but the most probable explanation is that
which understands the passage as predicting the excision of the Jewish
nation from the ¢ ch, not only for the croWﬂng sin of rejecting
Christ, but for aggregate offences as idolators and hypocrites,
as rebels sgainst God and d:=spisers of his mercy."5 See Is. 66:4;
Prov. 1:24-31; It. 21:34-43%; it. 22:3; John 1l:11.

13, ‘"Therefore thus saith the ILord Jehovah, Behold, my servants
shall eat, but ye shall be hungry; behold, my servants shall drink,
but ye shall be thirsty; benold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye
shall be put o shame."

Here are a series of blessings promised Jechovah'!s servants and
corresponding curses pronounced upon those who d&spise Him. To the
one comes satisfaction and joy, to the other hunger, thirst, sheme.
One is comforted¢, the other in anguish. Compare ILuke 16:24-25;
Dan. 12:2,

14, '"Rehold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but Je
shall cry for sorrow of hezrt, and shall wall for wveXation of spirit."

Yhat a contrast between the condition of hesxrt of one and of
the other, anc¢ vhat a contrast in the outward exvression of each!
Compare James 5:13, and James 5:1,.

15. "Ané ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen;
and the Lord Jehovah will stay thee; and he will call his servants
by another name.*

“To leave one's name for a curse, according to 01d Testament
usage, is something more than to lesve it to be cursed. The sense
is thatfthe name shall be used as a formula of cursing, so that men
shall be able to wish nothing worse to others than a like character
and fate. fThis is clear from der. 29:22 comvared with Zech. 3:2,
as well as from the conv=ise or correlative nromise to the patriarchs
and their children that a like use should be made of their names
- as a formula of blessing (Gen. 22:18; 48:20)-----=- while I fully
believe that this verse assures bod's servants of a vsry different
fate from that of the unbeliesving Jdews, I have no doubt that it
also has respect to the destruction of the Jevish state and the
repudietion of its name by the tiue church or lsrael of God,"6

l16. Y"So that he ytho blesseth himself in the earth shall bless
himself in The God of jfweth+ and Ne Th.ot sweareth in the earth shaIl
swear by the God of truth; because the former trouSIes are forgotten
and bccause they are hid frOm mine eyes."

"ost interpreters und rstand by blessing himself, praying for
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God's blessing, and by svearing, the solemn invocation of his nre-
sence as a witness, both being mentioned as =zcts of religious worship
and of sol&mn r:coznition, "7l

"The God of truth) is literally "the God of Amen." Compare
2 Cor. 1:20,and Rev. A:14. "As apnlied to Christ, the name has been
well explained to descrive him as very God, as a vitness to the truth,
as the substance or/reality of the legsl shadows, and as the fulfiller
of the divine oromifses. The last clause gives the reason for the
application of theAi$idde®, God of truth, namely because in his deliver-
ance of his people he will prove himself to b= the true God in both
sens:s, truly divine and eminently faithful. This proof will be af-
forded by the termination of thoge evils which the sins of his ovm
people once rendered necessary.,"

17. "For vehold, I create new heavens 2nd a new earth; and the
former things shall not be remembered, nor come In o mind, "

In close connzction with the thought of verse 16 the God of Amen
in unfolding the future here promimes a zlorious change, such a blessed
change that the former things will not be remembered with regret and
longings. The fact of the change, rather than the nature, or means of
its accomplishment, is here emphasized. One interpreter would limit
it to the change following the final judsment, snother says its full
accomplishment will be both in the church militant, and in the church
trivmphant. A similar figure as here used is applied by Paul to in-
dividual conversion., Se= 2 Cor. 5:17 and Gal., 6:15, Both Peter and
John apply it to the restitution of all things,that glorious 2nd com-
plete consummation “the new heavens and the new earth where in dwelleth
righteousness." See 2 Pet. 3:13'and Rev, 21:1-5,

18. "But be ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I creates

for, behold T creatTe Jerusalem & r=jgoicing, and her people a joy.’
Tk

The God of crdative power, who in the begimming created the heavens
and the eerth, the|God of all the new creation, calls upon his redeemed
church to ev-rlasting gladness and joy in view of His creating "Jeru-
salem.2 rejoicing 4nd¢ her people a joy." See Is. 35:10 and notes, and
the four-fold Hall of Rev., 19:1-6,

19, "And I will rejoioe‘ig Jerusalem, and joy in my peovnle; =mnd
there shall be heard in her no more the voice of we~Ding and the voice
0T crying, "

Not only will the redeemed church rejoice forever, Se=z Rev. T:
and 21:4, but God himself will join in the rejoicing. See Deut. 30
Is. 62:5b, and Zeph. 3:17.

17

’

20. '"There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an
0old man tha¥ hath not filled his aays; zor +he child shall ¢ie o
hundred years old, and The sinner being a hundred years 014 shall be
accursed, " -
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‘"Perhaps the true view of the passage is, that it resumes the
contrast drawn in verses 13-15 between the servants of Jehovah and
the sinners there addressed-=--==--- The whole is a highly peetical
descrintion of longevity, to be explained precisely like the promise
of new heavens and a new earth in verse 17."9

21. "And they shall build houses, and inhebit them; and they
shall nlant vineyards, ang €ct the fruit Of Them."

The blessings of protection, prosperity and peace are suggested
by this verse.,

22, "They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall
not »lant, and another eat: Ior as the days oI a Ttree shall be the
Jays o my Deople, and my chosen shell long enjoy the WOTK of Thelr
hands. " ~ —"

"By the age of a tree is generally understood the great age
which some species are ssid to attain, such as the oak, the tanyan,
et cetera. The essential idea is in that of permanent continuance, and
the figurcs here used to express it make it still more probeble that
in the whole foregoing conteyt the predictions are to.be figuratively
understood, "0

23, "Phey shall not lsbor in vain, nor bring forth for calamity;

for they arc the seed of the blessed of Jehoveh, and their offspring
With them, "

)

They shall be blessed in their work (I Cor, 15:515), and in their
children (Acts 2:39). One of the great glories of our religion is the
promise given concerning the chiliren of believers, "4 seed shall
?erve him;}It shall be told of the Lox” unto the next generation."

Ps., 22:50).

24, "And it shall come to pass that, before they call, I will
answer; and while They are yet speaking, I Will hear." -

This is one of the strongest st=tements of scrivdtuvre on God's
readines: to hear and answer the prayexrs of His servants. Gen$;ast@*u?wn&
with Is. 1:15 and 59:2, God anticinates and answers in advance the
sincere desire of the soul of His servant. See Ps. 32:5, "For
your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him,"

(1t. 6:8b). God also gives his attentive ear to the prayers of

“His servants while they are yet speaking, giving them imme<iate
attention., For classic scripntural illustrations of this see Dan.
9:20+v2%; 10:12; and licts 12:5-16,

25, "Dhe wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion
shall ea: sTraw like the 0X; and dust shall be the serpent's food.

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy rmountain, saith
Jehovah. " ' - -

S. Ibid.
10. Tbvid.
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[

Por the thought of this verse see Is. 11:6-9 with notes. The
words, "and dust shall be the serpent!s food,"” not found in Is. 11,
are interpreted by Alerander as follows: "The true sense seems to
be that in accordancs with the serpent's ancient doom, he shall be
rendered harmless, robbed of his favorite nutriment,yand made to
bite the dust at the fest of his congueror. (Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20;
I John 3:8. Compare Isaiah 49:24)" -
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Chap. 66 Blessedness and Ve

This chapter is closely connected in thought with the previous
one,in each of which the pendulum swings repeatedly from comfort of )
Jehovah's servants o condemnation of His despiscrs&&from the salvation
of the one to the destruction of the other. G. A. Smith says that
this pronhecy leaves us with “a peopl= divided between worship and
a horrible wees., " ‘

A general view of the chapter may be given in seven sentences:

(1) Humble worshippers will be accepted, and in_sincere
worshivpers comdemned, verses 1l-4.

(2) True Israel is comforted and carnal lsrael is con-
demned, verses 5-6.

{3) Zion is to be enlarged, verses T7-9.

(4) The lovers of Zion shall be blessed, varses 10-14,

(5) The enemies of uion shall be destroyed, verses 15-17.

(6) There shall be a testimony unto 2ll the nations,
verses 18-21,

{(7) The church shall worship permanently and triumphantly,
and shall see the desstruction of 1srael according to the flesh,
verses 22-24.

66:1 "Thus saith Jehoveh, neaven is my throne, and the earth
is my foctstool: what mamner of house will ye builc unto me? and
what place shall be my rest?"

"The first verse of this chapter is apnlied by Stevhen to the
dismentding of the temple by the planting of the Christian church
(Acts T7:49-50), which may serve as a key to the whole chapter,"l

See Solomon's przyer af the dedication of the temple,I ¥ings
8:27, and Paul's staterent at Athens recorded in Acts 17:&4.

"He needs np temple,for heaven is His throne and the earth His
footstool; He it is who fills all,the Creator, and therefore the
Proprietor of the universe; and although His promise holds out the
prospect of the rebuilding of thes temple (44:28; 56:7; 60:7:62:9),
He will have none, if men think by temple~~building itself %o do Him
service and forget His infinite majesty in petty architecture. ™2

Jehoveh demands above 21l spiritual worship. John 4:24.

“It is important to the just interpretation of these verses to
observe the climax in them. First the temples made by men are contrasted
with the great material temple of the universe; then this is itself
disparased by Jehovah as his owvn handiwork, and still more in com-
rarison with a nobler temple of a spiritval nature, the renewed amd
contrite heart. (See ch. 57:15; 2 Cor. 6:16).%"3

1. Fatthew Henry.
2. Delitzsch,
%, Alexander,
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o, W"Por all these things hath my hand made, and so all these
things came Lo be, saith Jehoveh: but tO this man will I look, even
To hin t ot 1s noor and of 2 contrite spirit, end that trembleth at
my word,"

See foregoing verse and notes.

"In view of His creative digmif¢ty a temple is a trifle to Him;
but His merciful look is directed to one of the following character,
narely, to the mourners =snd broken-hezrted and trembler at His worxd,
that is, one filled with reverential fear of it."4 See Is. 57:15;
61:1; Ps. 34:183 51:17; t, 5:3-4; Iuke 18:13-14; 2 Kings 22:11,19;
Bzra 9:4; icts 9:6; 16:29, 30; John 14:23.

3, "He that killeth an ox is as he thet slayeth a man; he that
secrificeth a L:.mb, &s he Thet broaketh a 00~'sS Meck; he that offereth
an oplotion, as he that ofrfereth swine's blood; he that burneth frénk
Incense, as he thet blesssth en iaol. Jea, they have chosen thelr
ovn /8yS, enc their soul delighteth in their abominations: "

The thouzht of this verse is closely related to that of Is, 1:11-15
where £ex Tormalism is so stronzly condemned. Ses also Prov. 15:8, aril
21:27.

"Phey viho offer the ¢uc sacrifices, yet without a »roser spirit,
are no better than they who perform unclean or idolatrous acts.®d

The last noxrt of this verse is an introfuction to verse four.

4, I slso will choose their delusioms, znd will bring their
fears upon ther; tscause wner L calleq, none did enswer; waen L soaske,
They did not heaor, but Ghey did that which wes svil 14 rine eyes, and

o - - . 1L L 1 5 - 4 S % 553 < = ] <
chose That wnerein I aelignted 10Ge T -

The trensls=tion by Delitzsch of the last paxrt of verse 3 and the
flrs? parg ovaerse 4 t-rows lizht bhoth wron The connection 2nd the
neaning-- @s Ehey have cho§en thelr ways, =2nd theilr soul delizhts in
their eborinations, so I will choose their misfortunes, and I bring
their terrors unon them¥-

Note the repnition of 65:12b in 66:4b anl coments on thet verse,

5. "Hear the word of Jehovah, ye that tremble =2t his word:
Your brethTen tnat Neve you, Gthos Casy you out Tor my nancs sake,
5ave s2ic, Let Jehov-a be zZloriried, thaoy we may see your jJoy; but it
Is They that shall be put to saame, " - -

Alsxender zives a clear, concise exnrosition of this verse as
follows: "Herr the vord (or Promis=) of Jehovah, ye tha’ weait for
it with trembling confidence: your brethren (the unconverted Jews)
wino hate you and cast you out for my name's sake, have said (in so
doing), Jehovanhr will be glorious (or slorify himself in your behalf

4, Delitzsch,
5. Dummelow,



no doubt), and we shall witness your salvation (2 bitter irony

like that in ch. 5:19); but ther (who thus sneak) shall themselves
be confounded (by behol ing what they novi éonsider so incredible---—-
Thus und-rstood the verse is an assurance to the chosenremnant in
whom the true Israel was to be perpetuated, that although their
unbslieving comntrymen might cast them out with scorn snd hatred
for a time, their spite should soon be utterly confounded.® Com-
nere John 15:18-20; 16:2.

6. "A voice of tumult from the city, a voice from the temple,
a voice of Jehovah 2% rendereth recomdense 1o Nis enemies.¥

ttherecas the servants of God addressed in the forsgoing verse
are comforted, their enemies are confounded 2nd condemned. dJehovah
recompen8es his enemies. (Is. 59:18; 65:6)

7. "Before she traveiled, she brousht Fforth: before her nain
came, she was celiverad ol a man-child. T :

By this striking fi-ure there is set forth the suvudden or uwnex-
pected incresase of Zion or the church. Commare Is. 49:21; 54:1.

8, "fho hath he2rd such a thineg? who hath seen such things®
Shall a land be born in one day? shall 2 n=tion be brouzht forth
at once? Ior as soon as Zlon travailed, she brought torth her children."

The unheard and the unseen have taken plofe in the life and in-
crerse oi the church (See Acts 2:41; Rom., 15:18-21) =#md Such mizhty
works continue, and will continue until %all the ransomed church of
God be saved to sin no more.®

9. "Shall I bring to birth, and not cause to bring forth?
seith Jehovah: shall T ThaT cause To bring forth shut the womb?
saith thy God?

The e¥fplanation of Zion's enlavgement is the supermatural, almighty
vower and grace of God., INothing is too hari for Him. See Gen. 18:14;
Zech, 4:6. And He who begsn the work will see it through to its full
and nerTect accomplishment, ~

10. "Rejoice ye with Jerusalsm, and be glad for her, all ye
that love her: <rejolce ror joy with her, all ye that mourn over her."

In view of the joyful change to come to Zion, all who symoathize
with her in her joys and in her sorrows--the true friends and lovers
of the church, are called uvon to rejoice with and for her. See Ps.
137:6; Is. 61l:2-3,

11. "That ye may suck and be satisiiad with the breasts of her
consolations; thal ye may milx out, and be delightad with the abundance
oI her glory."™

Continuing the figure of Jerusalem, or the church as mother, and
believers as her children we are told that they may have the blessings
of spiritual mourishment, satisfaction, consolation, delight., Compare
Ps, 36:8; I Pet., 2:2,



12. "Por thus saith Jehovah, Eehold, I will extend peace 1o
her like a Tiver, ond the glory o+ the nations like an overilowing
Stream: and ye shall suck thereoi; ye shall be borne uoon the side,
and shall De dangled woon the knees." —_

The peace of Zion shall be continued (See Is 9:7; Ps. 72:3-T),
and her incrszse abundent thru the coming in andé consecration of the
nations. (Ch. 43%:14; 54:3; 60:4-14). The children of Zion shall be
nourished and nurtured. Compare vs, 11; 49;22; 00:4.

13. %As one whonm his mother comforteth so will I comfort you;
and ye shall be comiorted in Jerusalem:" Jyui*"”‘i
— - - e

Her> the heart of God's love is laid bare in one of the,strongest
figurss of Scripture. Comnare Is. 49:15. He is the God of all com-
fort. (IICor. 1:3) "The prophet nogg sees the members of the Church
grown: vp from childhood to ranhood; ey suck.like a child and are
conforted like a gzrown-u» son., "0 MWIn Jermsalem suggests the only
mean: by which these blessings are To Pe secured, namely, a union
of affection and of_interest with the Israel of God, to whom alone
they ares promised,"

14, "And ye shall see it, and your heart shall rejoice, and

your bones snall ilourish Like the tender grass: and the hand oI
shovan shall be Known Gowarc his servants; and he will have indig-
nation egainst Nis enemies, " -

Wonderful new Blessings are to be received by the children of
#ion---(1) A new sight, God fulfilling His »romises. Compare John
16:22. (2) a new joy--real heart joy. (3) A new strength-fror the Jjoy
of Jehoveh is your strength" (Neh. 8:10b). (4) A new revelation of the
power, grace, and justice of God., "The hand of our God is upon all
them that seek him, for =zood; but his power and his wrath is against
all them thet forsake him.# (Zzra 8:22b).

15. "For, behold, Jehovah will come with fire, and his chariots
shall be like The whiriwind; %0 render his enger with fierceness, and

"1s rebuke with flames of Tire."

Verses 15-17 enlarge upon the last statement of verse 14. God
with the Tire of judgment whether temmoral judgments or the final
judgment, will come rapidly to recompens: and rebuke his enemies.
Compare Is. 30:33; Heb, 12:29, "For our God is a consuming Ifire";

2 Thess, 1:6-9; 2 Pet., 3:10-12,

16, "Por by fire will Jehovah executr judgment, and by his sword,
upon all flwsh; and The slain of Jehovah shall be many."

The nersonal cction of Jehovah in executing judgment by fire
and sword, tvio ordinary m-ens of de truction, is here emphasized.

See Is, 34:5-10; Rev., 19:11-21,

60 DelitZSCho
T. Ale:zndex,
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Dr. Alexander apvnlies these words primarily to the judgment
which ceme u:on the Jewish state. He says, "A sure clue to the
drimary annlication of the verse before us is afforded by our savior!'s
words in Matt., 24:22, where in speaking of the sneedy destruction
of Jerus lem he says that excenting the elect no fle sh should be
saved, that is no porxtion of the Jewish race but those who were or-
dained to eternal life throuch faith in him. "8

17. "They t:at sanctify themselves and purify themselves to
go unto the gardens, behind one in the midst, eating swine's Tflesh,
‘and the abominction, and the mouse, they shall come to an end to-
gether, saith Jehovah, " ' - T

The objects of God's Jjudgments are here described and their doon
vpronounced., They are the same clcss of peonle as are described in
chenter 65:3-4, They are evidently the ungodly in general with part-
icuvlaxr reference to the hyrocrites and gross idolators. See Rev.
21:27.

As to the swine and mouse see Lev. 11:7 and 29, and Is. 65:4
with notes. ,

18. "For I know their works snd their thoughts: the time
cometh, that I will gather all nations and tongues; andZbhey shall
come, and shall see ny glory."

Jehovah is the all-wis=, all lmowing God (See Is. 37:28; John
5:42; IE. 9:4; 12:25; Tuke 5:22; Heb, 4:12), who will manifest his
majestic zlory in judgment befors all the nations.: He hss set the
time and will effect the gathering of all the nations. Compare
Mt. 24:31,

"o see the glory of Jehovah is a phrase repeatedly used else-
where to d:note the shecial manifestation of his presence and vower
(ch. 40:5; 59:19; 00:2,)=and is applied by “zekiel to the display of
his punitive justice irf the sight of 2all mankind (Ezek. 39:21)."9

19. "And I will set a sign.amonsg them, and L will send such as
escane of them unfo the neficns, To rarshish, Pul, and Iud, thet draw
The bow, to Tubal and Javam, o tns isles afer off, That Nave not hoard
my fame, neither have seen my ;lory; end they snall declare my glory
among the navions, v - -

The setting of a sign and the s:nding of missionaries as wit-
nesses to the heathen world =re here pron:izsied. Interorsters differ
as to what is meant by fsign'. The two following are worthy of con-
‘sideration. Alexander understands the passaze as""exactly descriptive
of the praocching of the gosoel 2t the beginning of the new dispensation.
A1l the first prea-hers were escaned Jews, Plucked as brands from “he
burnirg, sived from thzat ververse generation (‘'cts 2:40)., The sign
wWill then denote the whole miraculovec dis»l:y of Adivine nower, 1in
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8. Alexander.
‘9. Ibid,



bringing the o0ld dispensation to a closc 2nd introiwecing the new,
including the destruction oi thz unbelieving sews on the one hand,
and on the other 2ll those signs 2nd wonfers and divers mirzcl-es
an® gifts of the Holy Ghost (Heb., 2:4) which Paul cslls the signs
of an apostle (2Por. 12:12), end which Christ himself had promised
should Tollow them thot balievaed, w10

"The 'sign' consicsts in the unexnected, surprising circumstance--
consicering the general slavsghter--thet a remnant is spared.”

The Cne vho will send the missionariec is dehovah hins:1T,
Compzxe I't. 9:38,2nd Acts. 15:4, The fiel¢ for -these missionarics
is the hczthen world a3 redrcsente” by wershish, »robably in Spain,
Pul end Twd, »niobeulr in Africa, Tubal nrobably near the rlac'- e,
end JdJaven in rsece,

With this verse compare NMt., 28:19; I'ark 1o:15; Rom. 11:5; Eph.
3:3; Row, 15:20-21,

20, "And they shall bring 2ll your brethren out of 21l the
nations for an oblation unto Jehovah, UnOn NOTSES, and in chariots,
and in 1itters, and upon mules, and upon dromedaries, 0 my Holy
mountain Jerucalgn, SALth Jenoven, as the ochildren of Tsroel Pring
tTheir oblation In a cleen Vessel inTo The house of Jehovah,"

This verse for-ver assures the success of the foreign nission-
ary enternrise, The successful accomnlishment of the task.of world
missions meens (1) A new relationship, Ffrom all nations brethren in
Christ Jesus——the true world brotherhood; (2) A new worshin, See
John 4:21-24; (3) A new sacriiice--¥ Present your bodies a living
sacrificel-(See Row, 12:1), "That I should be a minister of Christ
Jesus unto the Gentiles, ministering the gosnel of God that the of-
fering up of the Gentiles ~izht be made acceptable, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit." (Rom., 15:16).

2l. "And of them also will I take for priests =nd for Levites,
saith Jehovah,"

The success of missions mesns also a new ministry in which Gentiles
are included,

"Some understand this as a promise th:ot they shall all be admitted
to the spiritual prissthood common to believers. 3But others, on the
ground that the exoressions, I will take and of them, both imply se-
lection and discrimination, refer it to the Christian ministry, to
which the Gentiles have as free access as the Jews. "1

22. "For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will
make,_ shall remein belore me, saith Jehovah, so shall your seed and
your name remain, "

As in the foregoing naragraph the success of the missionary enter-
prise of the church is assured, so here the succession, or continuation

10. Ibid.
11, Tbid,
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of the church from one generation to another and of its name is
assured, =nd that by a2 most striking comynarison.

Tr. R. A. Weth s=ys of the first part of this verse, "Mhis means
that the future cosmic system, when it comes into being, will be
perpetual and immuivzble, imperishable and everlasting., This, in
s»>lendid contrast to the changing end dying order of things in the
midst of which we now live."! = ey With
this verse compare Is. 65:17; Heb, 12:27-28; 2 Pet. 3:13%; Rev. 21:1;
John 10:27-29: I Pet, 1:4-5.

2%, "and it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to =nother,
and from one sabbath o another, shall all Tlesh come To worship before
me, Saith Jdehovah."

This is a prophecy of the periodical succession oi worshin before
Jehovah by all flssh, "Gentiles as well as Jews, women as well as
men, shall come and wows! in before God, in his presence, thoush not
in his termple at Jerusalem, but in religious assemblies dispersed the
world over, vhich shall be to them as the tabernzcle of me>ting was
to the Jews.,"

"o thou that hezrest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come"
(Ps., 65:2). "Yea all kinié shall fall dovin before him; all nations
shall serve him® (Ps. 72:11). ™A1l nations whom thou hast made shall
come end worshin before thee, O Lord; =nd they shell glorify thy -
neme." (Ps. 86:9)., Se- also John 4:23-24, and Rev. 15:4.

24, "And they shall go forth, =nd look upon the dead bodies
of the men That neve trans-ressed against me: Ior Thelr worm shall
not die, neitvher shall thelr Ifire be quenched; and they shall be an
BbhoTrring unto all flesh. — -

Fost impressive is the summary contrast of these two concluding
verses., “The whole is condensed into a single vivié spectacle, of
which the central figure is Jerusalem, and its wallskhe dividing line
between the two contrasted objedts. Within is the true Israel, with-
out the false., Withii, a great congregavion, even 'all flesh, ' come
from the east and the west, =nd the morth and the south,‘wh'le the
natursl children of the kingdom are cast out. (LT, 8:12).”'7In no un-
certain tones this last verse sounds the note of final doom of the
ungodly, in language used by Jesus himself in descriting the punish-
ment of the wicked. (lMark 9:48).

"And these shall go away into eternal punishment: but the
righteous into eternal lire." (Mt. 25:46). For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
on him sho-1d not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16). '
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