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| J : JESUS SPENDS ALL GHT IN PRAYER
g Luke 6:12 "And it cameo pass in these days,
that he went out into i mountain to preay;

and he continued all njt in prayer to God."

-~

 Right here in the iddle of the first section of
Luke, where the author 1s tring to creat rtaintysin the
mind of a friend called Thechilus ky Gn M show-
ing how those associating wih Him came to realize him as
Christ, there is inserted tks brief statemend of how Jesus
~ 7 spent a night during his bus ministry./i.Lwke has told now
of the prebaratim for the oming of Jesus and of His birth
with all its attendant supenatural circumstances. He has
shown how Jesus hes met and wercome pmbXizxamdxpek private
and public temptations and hs demonstrated his power ocer in the
natural and spiritual world. He has told how Jesus affirmed
that he was the Son of' God ad how this fat¢t has been con-
...firmed by God Himself, by dewons, end even by Satan himself.
. Apparently Jesus has a greatfuture before him. Why should
““one endowed with such power if word and deed, the acknowledged
... Son of God, take time out ona lonely mouniain side_to pray?
'«7 Our answer comes as we look i little more closel;% sur-
"% ‘roundings of this verse to sse what was going on’"in these
days." "'The preceeding verge tells us that some men were angry
with Jesus and were plotting.ageinst him. Whok sheuld want

—%4¢ harm such a Person as Jeésut?”. Looking back further we sece
that these men were the spirituBl leadsrs of the Jews, Scribex
_and " Pharisees whose domination in the spiritual life of these

~~=— people had been threatened by Jesus who was now assuming what

they considered their lawful place, : ¥hat else besides this

opposition was going on "in these ddayst",. Jesus had been rudely
ejected from Nazareth by his omn townspebplepbut the multitudes
were recelving him gladly, pressing about him in such numbers
that recently he had had to zet into a boat and put out a little
from land in order to speuk to them. Spreading reports an d
rumors were bringing greater fame to Jesus. Jesus now saw that
that it was time to concentrate his ministry on some definite
objective or else his enemies would do away with him immediabely
& or he would be swept off his feet by the mmxmXarXkp hero-wor-
v ship of the multitudes.{»nd so, "it came tc pass in these days,
Y bhat he went out into. the mountaxin to pray.)d#is whole future
_ &7 1s at stake and Luke realizes that. hejust utilize thls incident
A7 as important in the future developmen'%— of the hmmk narrative
...} where a select group come to a full realization of the nature
»i\if%,\ of Jesus, "And he continued all night in prayer to God." Alvne.
with His Father, Jesus mas labored all night long in prayer
add at day break the next day he was ready to take steps towards
a new project. That night of p ayer furnished Jesus -ith a
plan, a method of accomplzmishing the plan_and a power to
carry &t out. He now concentrates His min’g.stry by selecting
twelve men, teaching them by word and example, and finally causes
them to see the answer 46 .the yuestion which so many are asking
in regard to Himself.\l—‘ ‘uly great things were accomplished
because "he continued all night.4n prayer to God." . aAnd are, there

a 8 ach of ns?ii"yhen crises arise in our
_ .%gtcgnl grnhiﬁepggly‘eg go 8oduand‘-,-#bhesure, even as was our Lord,

. of receiving a new Xoutlook on 1life, perhaps a reforming of our
\,.,m\~ ‘objectives, and surely the power to go forth zmmm accomplishing
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