
Missionary Correspondence Letter j;l

Chonju, North ChuUa Province
Korea, As ia
October 12, 19AS'

D e a r F r i e n d s :

The purpose of this letter nay be expressed by three English words ̂
which the U.S. Anny has left on the tongues of many Koreans: Hello.
"O.K.I" "Goodbye'." After months of having people ask when we were
going to Korea, it is good to report that we are here; we are well,
a n d w e a r e w e l l - c a r e d f o r .

An Army transport ship (able to sail in spite of the dock strike) brou t̂ us frcm
San Francisco to Inchon, Korea, where we were met by my parents. Dr. and l̂ rs. Joseph
Hopper of Mokpo. How good it was to see them waiting at the landing. It was theirfirst glimpse of little Alice who also enjoys the distinction of being the first
child back on our Mission since the war. After two days in Seoul, we came by tr̂ n
to Chonju. We rode in the militaiy coach (U.S.Army) with all our trunks and suit
cases piled in the aisle of the same coach. At Chon-ju, we were welcomed by
Dr. and Miss VJinn, Dr. and Mrs. Paul Crane and Miss Pritchard.̂  Although we rew ms-
siomries may feel utterly helpless when it comes to contributing to the work, it
means more than can be put into words as the older missionaries see new forces
coming from the homeland.

Temporarily, we are comfortably located in the Linton home with I-Iiss Pritchard.The Lintons are expected in a few weeks from America where they have been in order
for Mr. Linton to undergo an operation. As yet our home has not been repaired, but
when labor and naterials are secured, we hope to move ih shortly.

It has been good to get back to the familiar faces and scenes of Korea. While there
are some significant changes (for instance the total absence of any Japanese, and
the new spirit of independence which permeates every area of Korean life today),
Korea and the Koreans are much the same as they ever were. The churches which I
have visited here in the city are moving along with every evidence of active and
growing life. Poverty, disease and shortages are felt every^vhere, but the Koreans
seem as well or better fed and clothed than before the war.

In closing, may we correct one false and misleading impression many of our American
friends have expressed and create a new one. It is now possible for a missionary
family l̂ r̂ TH CHILDREN to come to Korea. I say this by way of encouraging other young
workers to volunteer for missionary service. The" missionaries now on the field have
been doing a valiant job of reconstruction and evangelization. But they are doing
so in the face of failing health, and for most, of approaching old age. Two new
missionaries arrived last year; six'this year; five (1 think) plan to come next
year, but many more are needed right now. The Koreans want you to come; the missionaries need your heln; God is calling for you. Times out here are exceedingly
trying - often difficult; it is not going to be easy, but the challenge is here,and we long for our young friends and former classmates to join us in this great
w o r k .

please remember us in your prayers. Best wishes to you all.
O J U ^
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(Air mail folders may be purchased at Chon-ju, North Chulla Province- t h e P o s t O f fi c e f o r 1 0 4 ) K o r e a , A s i a
May.19, 1949

D e a r F r i e n d s : •

Waiting five months to tell you of our son, Barron, in no way means we
are ashamed of him. Certainly not here in Korea, where merely having a son gives
prestigel He was born two days before Christmas and weighed eight and one-half
pounds. He has grey eyes and a suggestion of hair, and is now crawling. Dr. Paul
Crane and Misses Pritchard and Talmage gave us excellent medical attention in the
pnly hospital our Mission has re-opened since the war,

Joe and I feel we are Just getting a foothold in the work out here, Joe
still puts in the bulk of his time at language study. If you think it is easy to
preach and get across abstract ideas in Korean, Just come out and try it. He has
one sermon he can preach in Korean and a number of different prayers, if they suit
the occasion. He is getting rather famed as a soloist at country churches round
about, a fact he real izes would cause Seminaiy c lassmates no l i t t le amusement.
Presbytery assigned Joe a large country field of approximately thirty-five churches
to visit, and in viiich to organize new Christian work. He certainly enjoyed his
four-day itinerary, with headquarters in a village where no missionary had been
before. Nearly every Sunday he makes all-day trips out into his field. The past
couple of days he has attended student rallies, as Presbytery put him into an ad
visory capacity to the student work of Chonju, Joe has had to put in all too much
time getting freight through customs, on and off freight cars, etc., but that seems
to be a part of a missionary's life nowadays. He also supervised the repair work
on ovjr home. We've been living here since November, but work on it has just re
cent ly been completed.

Since Barron was a month old, I have been putting in two hours each morn
ing with Pak Son-seng, who comes to tutor me in Korean, She was recently elected
President of the Presbyterial here. One afternoon a week she takes me visiting
in the Korean homes, which I thoroughly enjoy except for the getting in and out
of my shoes - you see in Korea it is rude to wear your shoes into a Korean home.
Yesterday, a fine old Korean elder and a deacon's wife went with us visiting. We
chat, sing, and perhaps read some Scripture and we alwaj's pray together. Thus far,
we have only been in Christian homes, but I hope to be able soon to do personal
w o r k w i t h n o n - C h r i s t i a n s ,

A couple of weeks ago our vhole family finally got to make a visit to
Joe's home in Mokpo, Needless to say, it was a Joy to be witii the grandparents
and see the work being done on another of our Mission stations.

If you were expecting a personal letter from us and didn't receive it,
i t was p robab ly los t i n the ma i l s . We unders tand tha t a lo t o f ma i l sen t f rom
K o r e a s o o n a f t e r C h r i s t m a s w a s l o s t .

Our daughter, Alice, is picking up Korean like a native and constantly
a m u s e s u s w i t h h e r n e w w o r d s .

Although one doesn't know what a day or a month will bring, we feel def
i n i t e l y e n c o u r a g e d a b o u t t h e o v e r - a l l s i t u a t i o n i n K o r e a , Ye t t h e r e i s a n \ i n u s u a l
sense of urgency about the work and the need for more missionaries. Pray that
Christ's Kingdom may come and His will be done in Korea,

Rec'd at Nashville, Tennessee, June U, 1949
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Chunju,,North Chulla Province
K o r e a , A s i a .

» November 7, 1949

D e a r F r i e n d s :
✓

Since writing you a year ago, too much has happened to describe in de
tail. For those of you we know personally, let me teay that ^1 four of us are
healthy and happy* In spite of dire predictions from some quarters, the communists
haven't shot us yet, and our work is advancing at an amazing pace,

"Getting acquainted" is the best phrase to characterize my activities
during this year. Getting better acquainted with the Korean language has been tedi
ous and time-consuming. Getting acquainted with the problems and duties and oppor
tunities of a missionary was more a matter of absorbing the atmosphere in which we
li'fe and work than any overt activity. Getting acquainted with the "field" assigned
me last spring has been the most enjoyable of all, and I am glad to say has already
resulted in the ingathering of some of the abundant harvest here in Korea,

Since country evangelistic work is ny calling and my assignment, I am
spending more and more time visiting outlying churches, and in the future that will
be my entire work. Early in the spring, I'began this work by accompanying Dr. Vifiinn
or l-Ir. linton as they went to country churches on Sunday. After observing their
methods (and preparing a simple sermon in Korean) I began going out on ny own, some
times staying several days, sleeping in Korean houses. During the past year, I have
visited some 50 or more churches. I have visited about 35 of the 75 existing churches
in the area assigned to me for work.

My special emphasis has been upon laying plans for starting churches in
unevangelized areas. The preparation of a detailed map has helped to spot neglected
areas. In one territory, we have started two churches in un-churched "sub-coimties,"
and plans are ready for starting, three others within the next few weeks. In another
territory, two new churches have been started with the aid of Pioneer Evangelism
funds, I cannot claim credit for starting these churches - consecrated Christians
who find themselves living in a town without a church do the starting. But it is a
privilege to do my bit to aid such projects. The total population in the area where
Mss Greene and I are the only missionary evangelists is over 700,000, averaging
over 800 to the square mile in spite of many mountains. As yet less than 1 per cent
(in one large territory less than J per cent) is Christian,

Some brief glimpses: At Tu-am and Chul-ung-ni (where I am moderator)
we baptized 7, and received 36 as catechumens (one of the latter was 84.years old);
both these churches were started this spring. At Teh-chung-ni, a "sub-county" where
25,000 people live in a farming area of some 15 square miles (no church), we met
outdoors one evening in October; after the song leader from a nearby church taught
the children "Jesus Loves Me" and "When He Cometh" we held a brief service with the
CO or more villagers; here we must get a church started at once. Last Saturday
night we met in a large country school with nearly 300 in attendance most of them
non-Christians; altho there is no church here the leaders of the village and seven
of the school teachers ard Christians; with nearly 1,000 children in that school we
canno t ove r look the oppor tun i t y.

Please pray for us in the work here; it is more than we can do without
help from Above, And send us eight young preachers right away - that would be the
finest Christmas present imaginable. Since the war - rather since the early 1930's
- we have received only four new male evangelists here. And Merry Christmas to all
f rom the four HoppersI
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1108 E. Screven Street
Quitman, Georgia
September 3* 1951

D e a r F r i e n d s :

I have put off writing this letter for many weeks as I thought each
day's mail would bring word that my permits for ret̂ ng tofrom Washington. After this long delay, my passport andrived. This means that I wiU sail from San Francisco on Sep̂ ber 30, on theSS "Philippine Transport" for Yokohama, Japan, and thence by boat or plane to Korea.

After finishing my studies at Union Theologital Seminary in Richmond
last soring, our family enjoyed brief visits at Callaway, Vir^a, Montreal and
Gastonia North Carolina, Rock Hill and Eastover, South Carolina, before arravinghere S quI?̂ . Georgia; where Dot's father, Rev. J. H. Longenecker, is pastor ofthe Presbyterian Church. We have a small apartment here where Dot and the children^ stay wSri go on to Korea. Aside from the warn weather, we ̂ ve had a ̂ stdelightful summer here. Our three children, Alice, Barron, and Dâ d, have not beensick at all and show every sign of normal and healthy grorth for wluch we ̂thankful. Little David is almost a year old, but he has been walking for several
months and is now beginning to say a few words.

With the international situation so uncertain, we cannot m^e very
definite plans for the future, but only commit them to Ita who causes ̂  tĥ gsto work together for good to them who love Him. I plan to retî  to Chmju ̂
hope to be of service-in continuing the work of pioneer evangelism there, and «
taking advantage of the unprecedentedthe thousands of Refugees flooding our area of southwest Korea. In aU our stati ,
the Mission personnel will be so small that there is little likelihood of being
able to do a tenth of what needs to be done.

We hope that in some way peace will again return to troubled Korea,
and that Dot and the chUdren will soon be able to join me there. Until that time
h e r a d d r e s s w i l l b e : o i . a .

Mrs. Joe B. Hopper, 1108 E. Screven Street,
Quitman, Georgia

My address from September 27 to 30, will be:
Rev. Joe B. Hopper, Home of Peace,

4700 Daisy Street, Oakland 19, California

In Korea, my mailing address will be:
Rev, Joe B, Hopper, Care U.N.C.A.C.K,,

Chulla Pukdo Team, 820-lst Amy Unit
APO #59, Care Postmaster, San Francisco, California

I suggest that you do not mail anything to this Korea address until
after October 15, as I will not reqch Korea until late in October,

We ask your prayers for us and for Korea in these troubled days.
W i t h 1 b e s t w i s h e s , I a m

S ince re l y you rs ,

Received at Nashville, Tennessee, September 5, 1951



ss: Rev, Joe B, Hopper
^ u)jCACK,Chulla Pukdo Team Chunju, Korea (See address )'Maoist Army Unit, APO 59, t- P.M. December 16, 1951

* S a n F r a n c i s c o , C a l i f , ) P o s t a g e : 6 ^
• * D e a r F r i e n d s ;

A quiet Sunday in Pusan, as I await the arr ival of the ship br inging my
father from America, is providing me an opportunity to write this long-delayed let
t e r, I t i s d i f fi c u l t t o r e a l i z e t h a t I l a n d e d h e r e o n l y e i g h t w e e k s a g o , a n d t h a t
so much ac t i v i t y has been c rowded in to so l i t t l e t ime. S ince our a r r i va l on
October 22, there has bedn scarcely a moment to call my o^vn, so the tardy arrival
of father's ship is giving me a much needed rest for a few days.

It was wonderful to get back to Chunju and greet old fr iends and take up
my share of the work again. Except for a few burned out v i l lages and sect ions of
cities destroyed, there is little visible effect of the war as one travels from
Pusan in to the i n te r i o r where ou r s ta t i on i s l oca ted . Bu t t he rea l impac t o f t he
misery occasioned by war began to dawn upon me as I saw the wretched condition of
the refugee camps (700 people in one room!) and listened to the tales of suffering
and t r agedy re l a ted by t he neve r -end ing s t r eam o f v i s i t o r s . I t i s hea r t - r end ing
t o r e a l i z e t h a t s e v e r a l o f t h e s e v i s i t o r s a r e n o w w i d o w s b e c a u s e t h e i r h u s b a n d s
had been working with American missionaries, of whom I was one. This suffer ing is
pro longed by the ter ror ism of thousands of communis t guerr i l las operat ing in the
mountainous sect ions of our province.

In regions where the churches are unmolested, congregations are bigger
than ever and new churches continue to spring up. But in the mountain sect ions so
many church members are being forced to flee, and the consequences of church attend
ance are so per i lous for the new bel ievers, that pastors and lay evangel is ts are
suf fe r ing no t on ly persona l danger, bu t lack o f suppor t . In one p lace churches in
out - ly ing sec t ions have been fo rced to c lose bu t fa i th fx i l Chr is t ians t ramp ten mi les
to the county-seat, dressed and burdened as though going to market in order to dis
guise thei r real purpose. In recent months communist ra id ing in our area has de
s t royed seve ra l chu rch bu i l d ings . P ray tha t cu r ren t an t i - gue r r i l l a campa igns may
be successful so that churches may be rebui l t and congregat ions reorganized in
these needy areas.'

My work fa l l s ma in l y i n to th ree ca tegor ies . One i s ass is t i ng in the ad
min i s t ra t i on and a l i t t l e t each ing i n t he Boys ' Schoo l and B ib le Schoo l , Ne i t he r
type of work is my profession, but I am trying to do what necessary missionary super
v i s ion i s requ i red un t i l more m iss iona r ies a r r i ve to he lp . The second ca tegory o f
work i s tha t o f hand l ing re l ie f and v is i t ing the churches s ta r ted under our P ioneer
Evangelism program. This requires many long-winded palavers (a word learned from
my Congo relatives) and trips into the country districts. Unfortunately the regions
where both rel ief and pioneer evangelism are most urgently needed are too dangerous
o r t o o i n a c c e s s i b l e f o r u s t o w o r k r i g h t n o w . T h e t h i r d t y p e o f w o r k i s t r y i n g t o
he lp the numerous ca l lers who come wi th an infin i te var ie ty o f prob lems. I hope
and pray for the t ime when miss ionary personnel wi l l permi t ray fu l l - t ime devot ion
to country and pioneer evangel ism,

I am living with Dr, Ovid Bush since our own house is being used by U,N.
personnel , VJh i le prac t ica l ly a l l the contents o f these homes were looted dur ing the
three-month period of Communist control in the summer of 1950, the buildings them
selves are in fa i r ly good shape for wh ich we are thankfu l . So far as l i v ing ar range
ments are concerned I do not hesitate to say that we are probably more comfortably
s i tuated than any miss ionar ies in Korea at the present t ime, VJe are wel l suppl ied
with food and fuel. Our main recreation is the Saturday afternoon hunt (for pheas
ant, duck and geese) and we have one or more game dinners a week (due to Ovid's
marksmanship - not mine).

Dot and the children (Alice five, Barron, three, and David, one) are get
t ing a long n ice ly a t Qu i tman, Georg ia . They are l i v ing in a smal l apar tment near
Dot's parents. Such temporary separation is by no means easy, but the fact that
both of us are so busy helps a lot, U'e trust conditions here in Korea will permit
the re tu rn o f fami l ies nex t summer. Sure ly the s ta lemate in th is war cannot las t
foreveri This will reach you too late, but here's wishing you a Kerry Christmas
anyway]Hec'd at Nashville, Term., 26th) Sincerely yours, ̂ (̂B,



Box 252
Mont rea t , Nor th Caro l ina
June 10, 1952

D e a r F r i e n d s :

For the summer the children and I are happy to be here in Montreat,
near Joe's mother, but this fall we shall return to Quitman, Georgia. If any of
you are at Montreat for conferences, try to look us up. We are in the tiny Gammon
cot tage o f f Lou is iana Ter race .

The Board of VJorld Missions recently decided to pay the way of families
of Korea missionaries to Japan on request. However, Joe and I think it wise for
me (with Alice 5, Barron 3, and David 1 1/2 years) to "stay put" until he comes for
a br ief fur lough in March 1953.

God is blessing Joe's work in Korea, and we are so glad he can serve
there at this time of marvelous opportunity. How we wish and pray that the Home
Church and its consecrated young people could just wake up to the fact that with
an original 4,000,000 people (not counting war-time influx) in North and South Chulla
Provinces for which we Presbyterians, U.S. are responsible, only ten missionaries
are at work. Where is the evangelistic zeal for those our Master loves?

Joe's June 1 letter told of how during the recent Mission meeting, "We
had a most interesting time on Friday afternoon when Dr. Gumming arranged for us
to visit the POW camp outside Kwangju. The entire Mission went out in-three jeeps
and spent the afternoon. This camp has about 11,000 North Korean prisoners who have
refused to be repatriated to North Korea...At the first place an estimated 1,200
men (conservative estimate) gathered. Dr. Gumming presided and introduced all the
missionaries. Most of the men had Bibles or Testaments and hymn books and took
part in the service readily. There are many church officers among them, including
elders...At this first service, both Mr. Boyer and John Talmage preached^ at the
second service Father and I preached. The second group was larger at least 2,000
being present,.,Tlje training these POW'S are receiving will mean that when they
are released, hundreds of trained Christian leaders will be turned loose on Korean
s o c i e t y. " .

Joe's Father wrote of how on June 1, his sixtieth birthday, he had the
privilege of hearing Joe preach to the Yang-nim Church in Kwangju (the town whereJoe was born). After the sermon on Acts 2, quietly Korean elders and deacons took
the names of ten new persons desiring to become Christians,

We trust that now with summer crops and barley coming in, the Koreans are
having it easier, but recently Joe wrote of his relief man returning from Ko-chang
and Choong-oop with the names of 2,000 persons really needing food. He said that
conditions were so pitiful the people were literally eating grass. Food was scarce
due to guerrilla raids, season of the year and outrageous inflation, ' In that in
stance, all Joe could send was a ton of rice to be given to widows and orphans.

Joe has been examined and officially passed his third year language tests
80 that now, as he writes "ray assignment no longer has to read 'language study' when
I do every th ing bu t tha t . " P lease p ray earnes t l y w i th us tha t more miss ionar ies ,
par t icu lar ly evangel is t ic ones, may be ra ised up for Korea, Could you go? Do you
k n o w s o m e o n e w h o c o u l d ?

A f e l l o w - w o r k e r i n C h r i s t ' s s e r v i c e ,

Habakkuk 1:2-4 and 3:18

Rec'd at Nashville, Tennessee, June 1952 (Mrs. Joe B. Hopper)
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Presby ter ian Miss ion
Ohunju, North Chulla, Korea
N o v e m b e r 1 9 5 2

D e a r F r i e n d s :

S ix ty years ago th is month our fi rs t m iss ionar ies a r r i ved in Korea,
Sixty years of service has marvelously affected the two Chul la Provinces where there
are now about 700 churches and thousands of Christians. The other day I was phon
ing from Taejon to Chunju, When I finished the Korea operator spoke to me saying,
"Are you a moksa (minister)?" I replied. "Yes", He said, "I am a Christian too;
annyunghi kapsita (let's depart in peace).'" I had a flat tire Saturday, I had
hardly star ted work before two Chr ist ians came by, stopped, introduced themselves,
and offered help. In spite of such incidents, we know our v;ork is only barely
begun , bu t I r e jo i ce i n hav ing a sma l l pa r t i n i t .

New woric is st i l l most heart-warming, A few Sundays ago, I v is i ted a
new church about five miles away. The leader is a North Korean, who fled to
Manchuria because of persecution under the Japanese, Later he fled a second time
because of communist persecut ion. In h is second exi le he has star ted another church.
We met to ce lebra te i t s fi rs t ann ive rsary. There i s no bu i ld ing ye t , so we met
under the big tree at the village entrance, sitting on the ground v/hile curious vil
lagers stood around watching. Another refugee, now a teacher in our boys' school
in Ch'jnju, preached. Still another, a doctor from the Mission nodical center, led
in prayer. Chi ldren f rom a nearby orphanage sang the specia l numbers. I t was a
st r ik ing example of how a l l branches of miss ionary serv ice b lend together in the
common purpose of evangel ism. The net result : the birth of a new church.

Last Sunday I preached at the Wunphung church, I had forgotten that
exactly one year ago communist guerri l las had raided the tov/n, burned down the
church, and carried off the young evangelist as a hostage. The Christians were
commemorating that day when I arrived unexpectedly. The evangelist had been held
captive for three weeks, but was turned loose when one of the guerrillas (whose
father was a Presbyterian elder!) took pity on him. Instead of deserting his post,
this young man has satyed in the village, remodeled another building into a church,
and is rapidly rebuilding his badly scattered congregation.

Several months ago, during one of the typhoons which hit Korea, I was
visiting a POW camp, having been invited by Chaplain Gumming (one of our mission
aries, temporarily engaged in this important ministry). We could not have the
planned outdoor meeting with the hundreds of Christian POl'J's, but met in tents
instead. At one service about 300 of these enthusiastic Christians were packed
into two tents with adjacent ends open, I stood in one tent and spoke to both
groups - with ten feet of wind and rain between the two. But this did not dampen
their spirits. It was significant to hear their first hymn:

"We've a Story to Tel l to the Nat ions,
T h a t s h a l l t u r n t h e i r h e a r t s t o t h e r i g h t .
A s t o r y o f t r u t h a n d m e r c y ,
A s tory o f peace and l igh t . "

This in a prison camp from the lips of ex-communist soldiersi Maybe they belong
at Pan-moon-jum, or the UN Assembly!

Keep on praying for us and contribute of your means to support the work
through the Board of World Missions. I have been superintending the work of dis
tributing Christian literature for which we feel the need to supply a rapidly grow
ing Korean church. Thanks for your letters, used Christmas cards, and packages of
relief, and keep on sending them. Dot and the children are getting along fine.Here's wishing you all a Merry Christmas! (even though a bit early),

S incere ly yours ,
Rec'd at Nashville, Tenn., Nov. 12, 1952 ^ ^ JO .



205 Denenchofu 2 Chorac
Ohta Ku, Tokyo, Japan
February 15? 1953

D e a r F r i e n d s a n d l o v e d O n e s ;

Having just returned from a three week tour of
our Mission Stations in Korea, it seemed a good
time to share with you some of the rich experi
e n c e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n o u r s .

Keith Crira, iSarnest Pettis, Don Powell and I
made the three hour flight to Pusan, landing- I there on a bleak snowy afternoon in January.
After many years of planning and preparation,
hope and delay, it was good to see at first hand
the work to which we have been called.

Our "grand tour" took us from Pusan to Taijon
via army troop train; Taijon to Chunju by slow

freight. There we were initiated into the thrills of jeep riding over Korean moun
tain roads in winter, following the route shown on the rough sketch. We chatted
With GI's on the way to the front: enjoyed the fellowship of seeing all our mis
sionaries now in Korea; slept for the first time on heated Korean floors; twice
were stopped at sundown because the roads ahead were through mountains infested
with Communist guerrillas; watched the sick and suffering enter the walls of our
Mission hospitals, took time out for duck hunting (I got twoj); picniced at deso
late Buddhist temples which were deserted by priest and people alike; took pictures
of thfe ancient ruins of the Silla capital (650 A.D) at Kyongju, and watched our
nurses distribute milk to babies in one of the many orphanages, V7e carried the
greetings of the home church in America to scattered bands of believers in our halt
ing, newly won Korean, or through interpreters; and joined in the singing and wor
ship with great city congregations. You may be interested in the following
impress ions :

(1) The Vitality of the Korean Church. We saw high schools and Bible in
stitutes operating with maximum enrollment. V/e visited the Presbyterian Seminary
in Taegu, with over 400 students - larger than any of our Church Seminaries jji
AmericaJ But we were told that the strength of the Korean Church does not lie in
its institutions, but in the simple, rugged faith of its believers.^ The tiny con
gregation at the village of Chil Po, our host for a night, exemplified this spirit.
They showed us a plowed field where their church had once stood before being bupxed
bv guerrillas, and they told us how their pastor had suffered martyrdcm- But they
also showed us where they planned to build a new church, and pointed to the timbers
already cut for the new sanocuary.

(2) The intensity cf missionary work Vfhorever we went, your missionaries
were carrying a load of work withoul precedent in the history of Korea Missions,
Dr. Paul Crane has performed over one hundred major operations since he returned to
the field less than three months ago. The day we left Chunju, he spent ten hours
in the operating room. Rev. E. T, Boyer of S^cnchun has the sole responsibility
for a field which three full time mission evangelists once shared. And as a side
line he has general supervision ovei' a leper colony with 1,100 lepers and is con-^
structing a Bible School two hundred miles away at the new Mission Station of Taejon
(where General Dean was captured). Rev, Bruce Gumming of Kwangju^ gives his fulltime (fi-e days a week) to a ministry of crucial importance among North^Korean
pri30ners"0f—war in nearby POW OcJiipB, but since he is the only evangelistic mis
sionary j.n Kwangju (which once had four) he finds plenty to keep life inuerestdirg
the other two days and evenings during the week with mission matters.
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(3) The variety of missionary activities. We were sometimes frightened,
often bewildered, always impressed, but never bored by what we saw of the role of a
modern missionary in Korea today. The every day work of Rev. Joe B, Hopper(Mardia's
brother) this past year has included these activities: The distribution of relief
clothing which the churches at home have so generously provided; the purchase of
rice, barley and fertilizer for use during the lean famine months (Joe justified
his role of grain distributor on Scriptural grounds, reminding us of his predecessor
"Joe" in Egypti); the sale of millions of Won worth of Christian literature through
bookroom and salesmen; the setting up and operation of a printing press; the super
vision and repair of Mission property; plus the "care of the churches". To us ig
norant new-comers, the role of a missionary appears to be that of pastor, diplomat,
statesman, financier, engineer, and scholar. But before us now is first the mas
tery of the Korean language. Thus our return to Tokyo,

Our three weeks' tour did not make us e^^rts on Korea, but i t d id open
our eyes to the poverty, ignorance, and chaos in which great masses of Korean
hiunanity are living; to the glory of God manifested by the witness the Korean Chris
tians are making to the world in this their darkest hour; and to the opportunities
and responsibilities that we have to do the work of Him that sent us while it is
y e t d a y .

Now back in Tokyo with Mardia and the children, we are resuming our lan
guage instruction, Mary and George are being busily educated at the American c'.-toc?
.in Japan, while V/illiem has just discovered that walking is faster than crawling
and is much more efficient in the exploring of all corners of our household,

V/e are always so glad to get a letter from you giving us news from Home,

S ince re l y you rs .

Received at Nashville, Tennessee, February 23, 1953
Address: Rev, G. Thompson Brov/n, 205 Denenchofu 2 Chome, Ohta Ku, Tokyo, Japan
Postage: Letters sent by regular mail % - postal cards 30
Air mai l : Let ters 250 per each one- hal f ounce -

Air mail folders may be obtained at the post office for 100



Box 252
Mont rea t , Nor th Caro l ina
August 2U, 1953

D e a r F r i e n d s :

V/hen I last wrote, I wgs in Korea, We had a busy winter and spring, dur
ing which we were able to do quite a bit of relief work and evangelistic work among
the churches. The lessening of the guerrilla menace, and the return of Rev, and
Mrs, W. A. Linton from furlough left me more time for this country work throughout
the p rov ince .

On April 6, I sailed from Pusan on the "Flying Scud". This was the same
ship on which I had sailed to Korea eighteen months before, and I occupied the same
cabin and the same bunk. We docked at Yokohama for tvro nights and a day, most of
which I was able to spent with my sister and family in Tokyo, They (the Tom Broims)
and two other families (Pettis and Grim) have been in Tokyo nearly a year studying
the Korean language and waiting for an opportunity to enter Korea.

Near the end of April, I reached home for a joyful reunion with Dot and
the three children. The two older children (Alice and Barron) seemed to recognize
and remember me, but little David had to look long and hard before receiving me
into the family. V/e spent the month of Kay in Quitman, Georgia, vherQ Dot had been
staying during my absence in Korea, and where her father is pastor. Early in June
we packed all our belongings into a "U-Haia" trailer and moved to Montreat where
we have spent the summer.

It has been our privilege here in Montreat to meet many friends. Also I
have traveled some to visit churches and speak on our work. My plans for this sort
of thing in August were interrupted by an unexpected seventeen-day visit to the
hospital, I am glad to report that after the removal of my appendix and several
kidney stones, I am up and about and rapidly recovering strength.

Our plans for the future are still a bit vague, but that seema to be the
lot of missionaries to Korea these days. Present plans call for sailing this fall
(We hope about the middle of October) to Japan, where Dot and the children will
stay until missionary families are allowed to enter Korea, I will go on to Korea
and return occasionally for visits in Japan with the family. But a few days ago
word came indicating that the ban of the ^h Army on missionary families entering
Korea may be lifted soon. If this report is true, we will sail as a family direct
to Korea. All this makes packing and planning difficult, but we trust the Lord
^■dll guide us to make the proper decisions.

All reports from Korea indicate that our mission work is progressing nicely
and we are eager to return to take up the work alongside our fellow missionaries '
and the fine group of new missionaries vho expect to go out this year.

The military and political future of Korea is far from certain, but we
ask your prayers for our missionaries and for the Korean Church as together they
seek to proclaim the Gospel in that troubled land. Until further notice, our
address will be Box 252, Montreat, North Carolina,

V/ i th a l l best w ishes, I remain

S ince re l y you rs ,

(S,
Received at Nashville, Tennessee, August 25, 1953 U
Address: Rev, Joe B. Hopper, Box 252, Montreat , Carol ina



Postage by air mail - Letters 250 per ^ oz) 5-1 Chome, Fukazawa
A i r m a i l f o l d e r s a t P, 0 . a r e 1 0 0 ) S e t a g a y a K u

Tokyo, Japan
Sunday, November 15, 1953

D e a r F r i e n d s :

We want you who are supporting us with your prayers, and have sent us
out as representatives for Christ, to know we have safely reached Japan. We arrived
in Yokohama at k p.m., three days ago. The first persons we could make out on the
dock were Joe's sister, nephew and niece. She is in Japan with her three children
and her husband is in Korea, Hugh Linton drove to the dock in a jeep, took Mardia
and me, and the children to a train station to come on home, while he and Joe went
through the red tape of customs.

Our trip aboard the freighter "Alav/ai" was a memorable two weeks, but
passed without major incident - no child fell overboard, or smashed fingers in the
slamming metal doors. We had but one day of truly bad weather. I'm an abominable
sailor, but thanks to draraaraine and smooth waters made out fairly well. Other pas
sengers aboard were: three officers' wives joining their husbands in Japan, two
business men (one a liquor salesman), and two missionary ladies. The one with a
five-months-old baby is joining her husband in Tokyo; the other works under the
Methodist Board in Seoul, Korea. We did enjoy our Christian fellowship with these
missionaries, and most days they joined us in our cabin for a prayer circle for
Christ's work, in Japan and Korea, and for fellow ship-mates, Sunday mornings,
Joe held services in the dining room and about 20 came each time, (A minister has
to be pretty sure of his subject and his footing to preach aboard a tossing freighted.

Temporarily we are staying vdth Mardia in the duple* occupied by two mis
sionary families. Before leaving San Francisco, we were told to board our ship in
Los Angeles (several days late), our household effects to follow on a different ship-
That ship will not arrive for several more days, so our hands are tied until later
this week, V/ith housing expensive and hard to find in Tokyo, we are pleased with
the Japanese apartment which has been found for us, and think it has possibilities
for being attractively fixed up. Nearly all the walls are of glass or paper so we
may freeze. However, ceilings are low which should aid in heating.

The night after our arrival, the seven ladies and three men of our Korea-
Mission-in-Japan met for prayer and business ijatters. As I looked around', I real
ized what a gallant, consecrated group I am joining. Four of the husbands are in
Korea, and believe me, no motivation save obedience to Christ's command to "Go",
and love for the Korean people, could induce any of them to be voluntarily separated
from their husbands and deprive the eight children of their daddies. We wish it
would burden the prayer lists of you at home that very soon the authorise s lill ®rant
permission for missionary mothers with children to enter Korea. Meanwhile, these
"missionaries in exile" put in hard hours at language study in school here.

The next weeks i^ill be strenuous ones of setting up house-keeping, learn
ing the intricacies of banking, grocery buying, transportation in Japan, and teach
ing my six-year-old Alice first grade. Joe will be with us through Christmas; our
first together in three years 1 A happy one to you, tool

Our two o ldes t ch i l d ren a re i l l w i th some v i rus -upse t , so I cou ldn ' t ge t
to church today, Joe will write again after he reaches Korea, Pray that God's
Holy Spirit may use our every act to His glory, and that we may walk and not faint,
(isAlah 40-31)

S i n c e r e l y,

Rec'd at Nashville, Tenn,, Nov, 24, 1953
Address; Mrs. Joe B. Hopper, 5-1 Chome, Fukazawa, Setagaya Ku, Tokyo, Japan
Address Rev. Joe B. Hopper (after Jan. 1) Chunju, North Chulla, Korea
Postage: Letters by regular mail 80 - postal cards 40



Chunju,- North Chulla, Korea
Presby te r ian M iss ion
January 23, 1954

D e a r F r i e n d s :
The events of today will be history when my letter reaches you. Today, the

much-discussed POW issue is presumably settled, though as of this morning, the sit
uation continues ludicrous, with pro-communists left without anybody wanting them.
But the towns of South Korea are decorated to celebrate the return of the pr isoners,
many of whom will be released at Kunsan, not far from here. As for us "bachelor"
missionaries, the whole affair will have reached a satisfactory solution only when
f a m i l i e s o f m i s s i o n a r i e s a r e a l l o w e d t o r e - e n t e r K o r e a i

The Hopper family had a wonderful Christmas together in Tokyo, complete
vdth Christmas dinner and all the trimmings. Our children are all old enough to
get the most out of the occasion. During the holidays we enjoyed the fellowship
of s ix o ther fami l ies o f our Korea Miss ion v r i i o l i ve in Tokyo . Of spec ia l i n te res t
was a social evening with a total of nearly 60 such missionaries under various
boards - a l l wa i t i ng to en te r t h i s "p rom ised l and . "

On December 30, I flew to Pusan and found myself in a completely different
world, Pusan itself has vastly changed since I left last April# The recent fire
has completely leveled the center of the city, but equally noticeable is the move
ment of about half the people and vehicles to Seoul, following the government, busi
ness and church agencies.

Since arriving in Chunju on New Year's Day, I have found myself back into
the full swing of the work here. Through the visits of many Korean friends and a
few trips into the country, I have grasped a new picture of the current situation.
The rice crop last year was good, so the people are, in general, getting enough to
eat. This gives the average Korean a far happier outlook on life - quite different
from the dire tales of woe which confronted us on every hand two or three years ago,
and which left us depressed ourselves because of our inability to meet the need.
But vrfiile food is pore plentiful, other prices are sky-high. In terms of dollars,
this means we cannot stretch our budget as far as formerly,

A most encouraging feature is the spectacular growth of many churches, par
ticularly in the country. War, guerrilla activity, near famine conditions, and
other factors have often sapped the vitality of the church in recent years. But
the Spirit of God is moving mightily in the churches these days, and there is an
amazing growth in many places. Many churches have actually doubled in size during
the past year, and reports of country churches with two or three hundred in attend
ance are not uncommon. It is impossible to find leaders to supply the weak churches
vrfiich have revived, and the new churches which have been started.

It has long been customary for our Presbyteries to hold month-long Insti
tutes of Bible Study in January, but this year these Institutes in our province
have swelled to unprecedented numbers. There are 5 of these in North Chulla Prov
ince, with about 800 men and women total attendance - mostly young people between
the ages of 17-23. Not only is the number a. symptom of a deep yearning for knowl
edge of the Bible, and of the turning of the young people of Korea to Christ, but
also individually they are a self-sacrificing and eager group. One young fellow,
Lee Key-man, attends my class in Thessalonians, His home may be only 50 miles away
as the crow flies, but it took him three days to reach our Institute - mostly by
walking over high mountain passes where fresh snow prevented bus traffic. Sure
God can do great things with 800 Bible students, fr^sh, young, eager, and dedicatedi

Dot and the children are in Tokyo, and report they are getting along nicely.
We pray that their permission to enter Korea will come soon.

"Brethren, pray for us."
S incere ly yours ,

Rec'd at Nashville, Tenn., Feb, 1, 1954 /
Address; Rev, Joe B, Hopper, Chunju, North Chulla, Korea, Asia - Presbyterian Mis.
Mrs. Jos B, Hopper, 5-1 Chome. Fuka'-.awa, Setagaya Ku, Tokyo, Japan
Postage; The best and easiest way to send mail is/use airmail folders v^ich may

be purchased at the Post Office for 10^



Tokyo, Japan

March 21, 1954

D e a r F r i e n d s :

At last our prayers have been answered,^and the UeN^ has granted per

miss ion for miss ionary fami l ies to enter Korea, Th is means that the seven

families who have been living in Tokyo have begun to move, to Korea. This

is a great day for our Korea Idission and we trust opens a new era in her

h i s t o r y .

The Hopper Family begins to pack tomorrow and expects to fly to Pusan

on March 29, I f a l l goes wel l , we wi l l be in Chunju the fo l lowing even ing.

Baggage and household effects ;vill follow and should reach Chunju inside

a month. We trust now that in the future there wi l l be only one address

fo r ou r f am i l y - as f o l l ows :

R e v, a n d l ^ r s . J o e H o p p e r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
Ghun- ju, Nor th Chul la
KOREA, ASIA

Please cont inue to pray for our work . Our Miss ion fee ls the cha l lenge

of a great nevf day in Korea and is trying to adjust i ts program so as to

best meet the new opportunities and demands about us. Such decisions may

affect for years to come the mission work among more than five mil l ion

Koreans for whom we are responsible. We need your prayers that the Holy

Spir i t may lead us in al l the planning and work ahead of us.

S incere ly yours .

Received at Nashvil le, Tennessee, March 25, 1954
Address: Rev. and Mrs. Joe B, Hopper, Presbyter ian Mission

Chunju, North Chul la, Korea, Asia
Postage: Let ters sent by regular mai l 8^ per ounce - posta l cards 4^
Ai r mai l le t ters are 25^ per each one-ha l f ounce - however, a i r mai l fo lders

may be obta ined at the Post office for ten cents.



( R e v , a n d M r s , J o e B , H o p p e r ) P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
i KCAC Chulla Pukdo Team, APO 64, ^ P.M. ) Ghunju, North Chulla, Korea
San Francisco, Calif. (Personal letters January 20, 1955

only )
D e a r F r i e n d s :

This will announce the arrival of Margaret Lois Hopper on January 16.
She weighs 8 lbs, and (we think) is a beautiful baby. She and Dot are getting along
nicely, and our other three (Alice, Barron, and David) are greatly elated over hav
ing a little sister^ We thank God for His blessings during 1954, particularly for
bringing our family together in Korea for the first time since 1950.

1954 was a year of progress and success. With the reuniting of families
separated by the war, the arrival of many new missionaries, and an atmosphere of
peace and security, progress could be measured all the \ijay from new missionary
babies to a new ^^ission College (in the planning stage)o Practically every mis
sionary residence is occupied. New missionaries are still busy with language study,
but every phase of our program is revitalized as work long left unattended or man
aged in absentia receives personal attentiono We are confident that the energies
and talent:s of the new missionaries you have sent us will bring new life and new
approaches to meet the challenge of new Korea,

The most amazing spectacle in our province is the rapid growth of churches
One seldom v is i ts an empty 'church, Much of the increase is due to the in terest o f
young people in the Gospela At a recent Wednesday evening service in a city church
about 80 per cent of those present were students^ It was cold and raining, but"the
church was fullc Christian groups flourish in most of the schools and colleges. In
Iri, a railway center 1? miles frcsn Chunju, we are trying to assist the local pas
tors to start a Christian student center near the railway depot (bombed by the U.S.
Air force and not yet repaired) to provide shelter and a place of evangelistic wit
ness to the thousands of commuting students. An imperative need is for a. young mis
sionary evangelist to devote himself to this local opportunity to bring Christ to
K o r e a n y o u t h .

In the country districts of our province, a new church has bedn born on
the average of at least one a week during 1954o Since such new places invariably
send representatives to the missionaries asking for aid on their building, or for
an evangelist, we usually know about them all, but sometimes the rate of growth is
too rapid for us to give the supervision and help we would like to give, I have
traveled among some 35 or 40 of these churches holding sacraments, examining new be
lievers (1018 of them in 1954), and generally naking a bishop of nyself. We hope
that with the arrival of new missionaries we can cut down on the volume and improve
the qua l i t y o f t h i s l ong neg lec ted work .

Another program initiated last summer was the use of Seminary students
during their vacations (total about 4 months). This has proved helpful both to the
weak churches served ar^ to the students themselves, and we hope will result in
their being called back into these undeveloped areas for extended service when they
complete Seminary,

I look back on a year o f p reach ing in a l l so r ts o f s i tua t ions . A t Kun i -
gee we preached to a crowd half of which was inside a building and half outside -
now they have bought a house and remodeled it into a church building. At Choo-sang
we hdld a night service in the railway depot (fortunately there is no Korean version
of "Life is Like a Mountain Railroad" but with the improvised pulpit by the gate I
could hardly resist shouting "tickets pleasei") and a new church stands in that vil
lage today. At Poon-san we preached outdoors by lamplight swatting mosquitoes and
bugs and now they have a new church. At Sim-wun we preached in the school house
while the half-drunk local band (one cymbal, one drum, a couple of flutes and as
sorted noises) paraded the village streets - now they have bought a building, con
verting it into a combination church and manse. Most of the work of starting and
establishing these churches is done by Korean evangelists and we could continue de
scribing their exploits, but will close for now by asking your constant prayer that
the Holy Spirit may continue in 1955 this mighty working in Korea,

Rec'd at Nashville,Tenn,,'Jan. 25, 1955



C h u n j u , K o r t h C h u l l a
H o v . 3 0 , 1 9 5 5

D « a r F r i e n d s :
The six Hoppers report a "buoy and happy year in Chunju, the first

o f m a n y y e a r s v h e n v e e n j o y e d n c m a l a n d u n i n t e r r u p t e d f a m i l y l i f e w i t h o u t m o v
i n g a b o u t . Ye t b y n o j t m e a n s w a s i t a n u n e v e n t f u l a n d h u m - d r u m y e a r.

A m o n g o t h e r e v e n t s h a v e b e e n m a n y f a m i l y j a u n t s i n o u r f a i t h f u l , b u t
v e i l - c r o w d e d , j e e p . I n M a y w o a t t e n d e d K i s s i o n H e a t i n g i n K w a n g j u w h e r e w e
v i s i t e d m y s i s t e r ' s f a m i l y, t h e G e o r g e T. B r o w n s , w h o s o h o u s e h o l d e x p a n d e d
t o c e r e f o r 7 a d u l t s a n d 1 1 c h i l d r e n f o r a b o u t 1 0 d a y s . I n I c t e J u l y w o j o u r
n e y e d t o S o o n c h u n f o r a w e e l w h i l e I a t t e n d e d a r e t r e a t f o r a b o u t 1 0 0 K o r e a n
m i n i s t e r s o n a d i s t a n t i s l a n d . I n A u g u s t w o s p e n t a w e o l a t T a i c h u n b e a c h ,
enjoying not only the swimminc but meeting members of many missions vacation
ing at th is beaut i fu l spot . In October vo tooF a one-day t r ip to Taojon where
D o t a n d t h e c h i l d r e n h a d t h e i r fi r s t v i e w o f t h e s i t e o f o u r n e w C h r i s t i a n C o l -
l e g o , R e c e n t l y w e c o m b i n e d a t t e n d a n c e : : t t h e B i b l e I n t s i t u t e B o a r d m e e t i n g
w i t h a X h a n l o g i v i n g D a y v i s i t w i t h t h e B r o w n s i n K w ^ n g j u . a t h o m e A l i c e
a n d B a r r o n g o t o s c h o o l t o t h e i r m o t h e r , D a v i d a t t e n d s l i n d e r g a i t e n t a u g h t b y
Krs . Pau l C rane , and Harga re t ^ e t s i n t he way.

I ' . y w c r l : a s a n e v a n g e l i s t c a r r i e s m e o v e r h a l f t h e p r o v i n c e . A m o n g
t h e e p p r c x i i ! 2 . ' : t e l y 1 5 0 c h u r c fi e s o f t h e a r e a I h c v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 3 4 . l A i r -
i ng t he 12 -mon th pe r i od end inc l i o v. I s t we he ld ca techumen and bap t i ac exam
inations for 1006 people (not counting those who "flunked") of whom 328 were
b a p t i z e d . X h e c r e d i t f o r t h i s i n g a t h e r i n g o f s o u l s s h o u l d g o t o t h e f a i t h f u l
e l d e r s , d e a c o n s , e n d u n o r d a i n e d e v a n g e l i s t s w h o C ' r e f o r t h e s e l i t t l e c h u r c h e s ,
h u c h o f m y t i m e i s t a V e n u p w i t h t h e a f f a i r s o f o u r c h u r c h e s a n d P r e s b y t e r i e s .
T h e K o r e a n C h u r c h h a s i t s g r o w i n g p a i n s , i n v o l v i n c d i s p u t e s o f d o c t r i n e a n d
po l i t y and persona l i t y confl ic ts . Xhese are a cons tan t t r ia l and we need your
p raye rs t ha t ou r j udgemen t may be sound , ou r counse l v i sa , and ou r examp le
a b o v e r e p r o a c h . Ve p r a i s e G o d f o r t h e r a p i d g r o w t h o f t h e c h u r c h a n d f o r " o h e
m a n y n e w y o u n g m i n i s t e r s a n d e v a n g e l i s t s . B u t t h e K o r e a n C h u r c h h fi S n e v e r
n e e d e d q u i t e s o b a d l y t o h a v e g h i g h s t a n d a r d s o f B i b l e S t u d y, c l i u r c h g o v e r n
m e n t , s n d C h r i s t i a n m o r a l i t y s e t b e f o r e h e r a s t c d a y , a n d i t i s i n c r e a s i n g l y
e v i d e n t t h ^ . t m i s s i c n a r j ^ l e a u o r s h i p i s d e m a n d e d i n t h e s e a r e a s o S w e l l a s i n
" p r e a c h i n g t o t h e h e a t h e n " w h i c h h e f a r p r e f e r s .

I n t h e s p r i n g I n e g o t i a t e d a h i g h l y p r o fi t a b l e " s c r o u h g i n g o p e r a t i o n "
a t t h e K u n s a n a i r b a s e . " W h a t s t a r t e d o u t a s a q u e s t f o r a h a l f - d o z e n s q u a d
t e n t s w o u n d u p a s a b a r g a i n : i . e . , a 4 r i - f t r a i l w a y g o n d o l a r c a r f u l l t o o v e r
fl o w i n g w i t h 8 0 u s a b l e s q u a d t e n t s , a b o u t 3 0 e n o r m o u s t a r o a u l i n s , a n d i n n u m e r
a b l e o t h e r c a n v a s o b j e c t s - - a l l f o r $ 6 0 , 0 0 . A s q u a d t e n t , p r o p e r l y e r e c t e d ,
m a k e s a fi n e t e m p o r a r y c h u r c h s e a t i n g a b o u t 1 5 0 . i ' h e s e v o b e a n d i s t r i b u t e d
o v e r t h e a - i s s i o n a n d a r e p r o v i d i p p p l a c e s o f w c r s h i p i n s c o r e s o f p l a c e s .
O t h e r t e n t s a n d t a r p s h a v e p r o v i d e d c o v e r f o r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i s l s f o r o u r n e w
G i r l s ' S c h o o l h e r e a n d t h e c o l l e g e i n X a o j o n , a n d t o n p o r a r y w a r d s f o r p a t i e n t s
a t t h e K w a n g j u T. B . S a n i t o r i u m . I f y o u w o n d e r w h a t h a p p e n s t o t h e t a x - p a y e r s '
money, now you know]

A h i g h l i g h t o f t h e y e a r w a s t h e e v a n g e l i s t i c c a m p a i g n e a r l y i n A » o v o m -
b e r. D r. B . H . H a m i l t o n c f F o r m o s a w a s h e r e a n d m a d e a g r e a t i m p r e s s i o n u p o n
the 4000 (average) who attended the mass meetings held under the big tent on
our Boys* Schoo l a th le t i c fie ld , A to ta l o f abou t 1000 dec is ions were reg is
t e r e d a s B r e s u l t o f h o u s e - t o - h o u s e a f t e r n o o n v i s i t a t i o n a n d t h e n i g h t - m e e t i n g
t i m e o f d e c i s i o n , " U n c l e K s m " a l s o e n d e a r e d h i m s e l f t o o u r c h i l d r e n w h o l i s t e n -
t o t h e w i i o p p e r s h e c a l l s b e d - t i m e s t o r i e s .

To d a y I a t t e n d e d t h e d e d i c a t i o n o f o u r n e w l e p e r c o l o n y c h u r c h . I
h a v e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h i s g r o u p f o r 7 y e a r s a n d h a v e s e e n i t g r o w f r o m a h a n d
f u l o f b e g g a r s m e e t i n g i n a t e n t t o a c o n g r e g a t i o n o f o v e r 3 0 0 n o w m e e t i n g i n
fl b e a u t i f u l b r i c k b u i l d i n g , t h e r e s u l t o f g i f t s b y a i r - f o r c e b o y s a s w e l l a s
t h e w o r k a n d s a c r i fi c e c f t h e l e p e r s t h e m s e l v e s . A d i g n i fi e d s e r v i c e o f d e d i
c a t i o n , w i t h t h e c h o i r s i n g i n g " 0 T h 5 n k o f t h a t I To m o e v e r T h e r e " a n d t h e c o n
g r e g a t i o n c l o s i n g w i t h " G l o r i c u s T h i n g s o f T h e e a r e S p o k e n " m a d e i t a n e v e r - t o -
b e - f o r g o t t e n o c c a s i o n .

Kerry Christmas to all from Dot, Mice



Air nail letter? are 25i per one-half oz, Presbyterian Mission
A i r m a i l f o l d e r s a t P. O . a r e 1 0 ^ C h o n j u , C h u l l a P u k d o , K o r e a

April 2, 1956

D e a r * F r i e n d s :
With Alice (9 years old), Barron (7 years), David (5 years) and our

curly-headed Margaret (1 1/2 years) to keep me busy at home, I rarely have the treat
of going vdth Joe to his numerous preaching points. The last time I had been, we met
in two rooms of a Korean home. Joe had to preach on his knees to keep his head from
getting tangled with the clothesline under the low ceiling. But Easter Suhday was
d i f f e r e n t i

We were to hold the morning worship service at the leper church in the
colony about 12 1/2 miles from Chonju. Our Mission has for years maintained the
Wilson Leper Colony on the beaut i fu l Yesu-Peninsula near Soonchun Stat ion. This
Chonju colony however, is a government colony. For seven years now Joe has helped
the church and been i ts moderator. They have leper elders who l ive there and do al l
except examine the new bel ievers and offer the sacraments, Easter Morning, Joe, Ei
Chipsanim, a Korean pastor stopping elsewhere en route. Miss Greene and I set out in
the t r us t y j eep . A t fi r s t t he road l ooked decep t i ve l y w ide and comfo r tab le , bu t t he
final side road led us through ground muddier than a pig-pen and bumpy enough to toss
us as a smal l boat on a heavy sea. Safe ly there, Joe stood in the dr izz le conferr ing
with the elders back of the chui'ch vrtiile Sliss Greene and I, in the jeep, filled the
t iny g lasses w i th commun ion g rape ju i ce . Jus t l as t f a l l t he l a rge one- room b r i ck
church was completed, having been made possible by sacr ificia l g iv ing on the part of
the lepers themse lves and by the generos i ty o f G. I . ' s . I t dominates the landscape.

We entered one of the doors by the pulpit to find a sea of faces before
us. Save for the pump-organ is t and those o f us on the p la t fo rm, a l l sa t qu ie t ly on
the floor. The whole serv ice ivas conducted wi th reverence and d igni ty - f rom the
leper choi r jub i lant ly s ing ing, "Up From the Grave He Arose I " , to the in t roducing of
the 69 new believers who had passed their prelirainarj'' examinations the day before,
and to the baptizing of the 33 new church members.

Have you ever sat before a group of say 400 and had the strange experi
ence o f w ish ing you cou ld know the l i fe -s tor ies and persona l i t ies o f severa l faces
in the group? There was the pi t i fu l man who had leprosy so bad i t looked l ike he
had no nose. There was the serene-faced grandmother in the second row before the
pulp i t who d idn ' t look l ike she had leprosy at a l l . There was the handsome teen-aged
boy among the men baptized. But most of al l , I \d.shed I could know the sweet-faced
young mother with a son about the age of my ^ferga^et, Through part of the service
she he ld the boy in her lap. Just before the bapt ismal serv ice, she took h im outs ide
the church to someone. She wore the most expensive sort of s i lk-brocade chukoori
(Korean blouse) and I wondered what her story was: Did she really have leprosy or
had she merely accompanied her husband to this colony because he had it?... During
that sacred service "in remembrance of Him", some who could not hold the communion
elements for themselves were fed by someone sitting near them. As Joe preached on
the resurrect ion chapter, I Cor. 1$, the thought kept go ing through my mind, "L ike
unto His glorious body", and Easter meant more to me than ever as I realized vrtiat
the resurrection hope must mean to those before me.

The other afternoon I was doing visi tat ion evangel ism with two women
from the l i t t le Wha San Church vdi ich I usual ly at tend. As we gave out t racts and
walked along the r ice-patt ies f rom one home to another, I was reminded of certain
s t o r i e s a b o u t J e s u s . C h r i s t t a l k e d t o a w o m a n a t t h e w e l l . M o r e t h a n o n c e I h a v e
g i v e n o u t a t r a c t a n d t a l k e d a b o u t J e s u s t o w o m e n o u t b e s i d e t h e i r w e l l s . Z a o i i a e u s
c l imbed a t ree to see Jesus bet ter, I led in prayer in the cour tyard o f a Korean
home. Opening my eyes afterwards, I saw a boy perched in a tree in the next yard,
staring over the fence with interest. . .Walking home we passed two young wives, now
r e g u l a r a t t e n d a n t s o f S a n f o l l o w i n g s u c h a n a f t e r n o o n v i s i t l a s t f a l l , " S o m e
seed fal ls on good ground," Please pray for us and Korea.

S i n c e r e l y,
Rec 'd a t Nashv i l l e , Apr. 21
Address: Mrs, Joseph B. Hopper (as above indicated) Letters sent by regular mail 8^



ChunjUf North Chullai Korea
Fob. 6, 1957

U e a r F r i e n d s t

Don't over think that all a missionary does is sit under a palm tree teaching the Bible
to savages. In Korea, he works within a highly developed, independent Shurch and shares i ts
oomp lax a f fa i r s a long w i th the respons ib i l i t i es o f the M iss ion o rgan iza t ion . We a re p roud to
share in the to ta l e f fo r t and to see the rap id g rowth o f the Church and i t s ins t i tu t ions .

Last year I d id more regular work among the country churches than previously. This involved
superintending the affairs of about ^0 churches of which Presbytery but me in charge and vis i t
i ng o the rs i n an uno ffic ia l capac i t y. I t i s g ra t i f y i ng to see the v iho le -hea r ted we lcome these
groups give us and how eagerly they await our v is i ts. We vis i ted d? churches, bapt ized 292,
and enrolled 568 catechumens—all after examination. Having worked this same "field" continu
ously for some years, the total figures are not so large but the proportion baptized is much
larger, indicating a more solid gain in membership. For 6 months I also took my turn along with
others in thia stat ion holding services for the U.'- . Army advisors to the ROK army at Nonsan.

Our p rob lem in coun t ry work i s lack o f qua l i fied leaders . Wh i le i t i s a g ran t source o f
amazement to us and a demonstration of their faith tc see scores of untrained men volunteering
to se rve as lay evange l i s ts on p rac t i ca l l y no sa la ry, s t i l l t he ne t e f fec t i e no t a l v rays too con
st ruc t ive . As an independent organ iza t ion , the Korean Church ins is ts on se t t ing the s tandards
and training most of its own loaders, but often lacks the capacity to improve the situation.
Pray for the t ra in ing of Church leadership in KorosJ

Just before Christmas we heard that we could "scrounge" several "iuonsett Huts at a nearby
airbase. When the sergeant took us to the abandoned Marine Camp saying to take all we wanted,
wo gasped and said, "That's a dsmgerous thing to tall miscionaries," and proceeded to clean off
the whole h i l l , i ia l f the men of our i l iss ia i p lus gangs of Korean workers and t rucks, work ing in
b i t ter co ld weather, removed a l l but the concrete foundat ions, thus acqui r ing severa l dozen
Quonsatts and other metal buildings. These will supply needed 8tora:;e space, garages, and even
temporary dormitories and missionary homes all over the mission. When I was a kid I always
wanted a giant "iSrector" sot—this Christmas I got a man-sized one]

Through the efforts of Dr. (noVU.S.Army major) Paul Crane, we have been receiving surplus
equipment from an A^my printing establishment in Japan. Tiis promises to make our Mission press
f a r m o r e e f f e c t i v e a t v i r t u a l l y n o c a p i t a l o u t l a y. T n e r e i s a j t r e a t d i r t h o f C h r i s t i a n l i t e r a t u r e
in Korea, and we feel we can contribute significantly to the life of the Church in this way. We
have been publishing "Pok-twen Mal-aum" (Words of Blessing), a little magazine with semonic help

and information about our mission program, and sending i t to about 9^ churches in our mission
area. We thank the Lord for unexpectedly providing us with better equipment (and a Ciuonsett
t o pu t i t i n . ) .

Our Korean fr iends recent ly celebrated the ya^ars of service rendered hero by Mi"3s Lena
Fonta ine , soon to re t i re . The i r words and express ions o f apprec ia t ipn fo r her long serv ice renf
us how grateful we must be for such faithful servants of the Church. The Home Church son be
proud of such missionaries. But replacements are few, so send us others to carry on this work
among the women, the Sunday Schools, and the student groups where there is so much opportunity.

The Hoppers are all happy and healthy. Dot teaches Alice, Barron and David every day, an-
l i t t l e Margare t l ea rns p len ty i n l esn fo rma l ways . Do t a l so ass is ts as m iss ionary adv iso r to
the Korean Presbyterial leaders. Last summer we spent over two weeks camping in a tent in the
Chidi mountains. The fine resort establ ished there when I was a boy is al l but gone, and the
marks of savage gueri l la warfare are everywhere to be seen, but the view is as magnificent as
ways, and the ai r, water, and seclusion as refreshing as ever.

We ask your continued prayer for al l our work, and your support through regular ' ; ; iving
t h e B o a r d o f V / o r l d M i s s i . - i n s ,

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .

Address I Ist class lettersi Joe B. Hopper, Presbyterian Mission, APO 64 PM San Francisco.
All other mailt Joe 3. Hopper, Presbyterian Mission, Chunju, North Ohulla, Kor



PresbTter ian Miss ion
VJha-san Dong, Chunju
North Chul la, Korea
December 6, 1957

\ \

D e a r F r i e n d s :
Another year is dravdng to a close, and the fiopper family wants al l of you to

know that God has prospered us as a family and as missionaries during the year. In
every way we are thankful for His providence, and grateful for the prayers and gener
osity of our fr iends who make our presence and work in this land possible#

Dot keeps busy most of the time teaching the three older children (Alice,
Barron, and David) while Margaret does her noisy best to interrupt. VJhen time per
mits , she v is i ts in the Korean homes of th is par t o f the c i ty, and has had the joy
of seeing some who previously were not Christ ians attending church. During August we
en joyed a vaca t ion in the mounta ins , l i v ing in a la rge ten t , en joy ing the fe l lowsh ip
of o ther miss ionar ies , and the re laxat ion o f change f rom the da i ly pressure o f dut ies
£ i n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n t h e s t a t i o n .

During 1957 I have made about 75 visits to churches for observation of pio
n e e r e v a n g e l i s t i c p r o j e c t s , p r e a c h i n g , o r o t h e r d u t i e s . O f t h e s e a b o u t t w o - t h i r d s i n
volved examining new believers and holding sacrf'jnentsj 373 catechumens were received^
and 184 adults (and 6 infants) were baptized, mr.king a tota.1 of 555* While many can
didates for examinat ion are wel l prepared, many others are so ignorant that the exami-
n r. t i on i s a lso a teach ing sess ion , and i s qu i te s t renuous . A f te r ge t t ing some o ld
toothless grandmother to understand that Jesus is the Son of God, I of ten reverse the
question and ask, "Who is the Father of Jesus?" and get the cnswer, "I don^t knowl"
- then wo st»art al l over again and I grow a few more gray hairsi Another, in response
to the question, "Where was Jesus bom?'' replied, "Tomatol" After all, to a Korean,
such foreign words as "Bethlehem" and "Tomato" don^t sound too much different.

Last Sunday I visited the Soh-sang-wun leper church with which I have been
associated from its start in 1948. Thoy now hr.vc a fine brick building, 350 baptized
members, and 500 in attendance, with a seminary gradur.te as evangelist. The size of
the crowd last Sxmday wr.rranted the doubl ing of the size of the bui lding as planned
f o r e a r l y n e x t y e a r. T h i s c h u r c h i s n o w f u l l y s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g a n d s e l f - g o v e r n i n g
w i t h i n t h e P r e s b y t e r y, I t i s a l s o s e l f - p r o p a g a t i n g , a n d a s s i s t s w i t h t h e s t a r t i n g o f
a church in another leper vi l lage about 10 miles away by lending an elder as evange
l is t for the new project , I am noi>r in charge of th is second place, and i t promises
to be qu i te success fu l , A t l i i r d such ch i i r ch i n a d i s tan t coun ty i s a l so ge t t i ng
s t a r t e d .

We never cease to wonder at the remarkr.ble and strange ways in which the Lord
works out His purposes. Last spring I baptized an old man who had been received as a
catechumen by pioneer missionary. Dr. Tate, two years before I was born. I recently
vis i ted a place where ear ly missionaries had establ ished a church which had disappear
ed for 15 years, but where the church building survived - astonishing in this land of
thieves and squatters. A former deacon vho had moved away has now returned to this
v i l lage. He is too o ld to read and so stooped that I am twice as ta l l as he, but he
has gathered in a groiqp of old ladies who used to attend church, started up the Sunday
School, and probably wil l have the church going agcain soon. Another place we had to
ford a river (almost deep enough to drown out the jeep) 19 times going in (and 19
times coming out) to get into a mountain village Wierc a handful of Christians, spark
ed by a young man who had become a Christian in the ROK Army, are meeting, and where 9
were rcjady for examination for church membership. Amid such evidences of success and
progress, there are also signs of weakness and detcriorr.tion, that often give us much
worry, Divisiveness and factionalism scoura.ge the Korean Church; compromising on ethi—
cr l and mora l issues under the pressure o f an increas ing ly cor rupt soc ie ty threatens
the in tegr i ty o f the Church; the lu re o f mater ia l i sm encouraged by years o f " fo re ign
aid" and re l ie f programs has dul led the Chr is t ians* sense of s tewardship and sel f—suj^
port; the growth of strange sects and movements that put Father Divine and Oral Roberts
in the sha.de but which make heavy inroads on established church membership; and the
gaining prestige and reaching out into the* counj^side of the Roman Catholic Church.,,we need your prayers,^Seasons*s Greetings, ^



Box 48, Montreat, North Carolina
June 12, 1959

D e a r F r i e n d s s

During this furlough year in America, we have had the privilege of seeing many
of you, and we are sorry it has not been possible to see all who will be receiving
our letters. As we plan to return to Korea for another five-year term of service,
we want you to know our plans in that regard.

We expect to sail from San Francisco during August by freighter to Korea and
should arrive there early in September. Until the end of July our address is
Box 48, Montreat, N.C. From August 1-20 it will be in care of the Home of Peace,
4700 Daisy Street, Oakland 19, Cali fornia. After that first-class letter mail
should be sent to us in care of the Presbyterian Mission, AFC % P.M., San
Francisco, California, and all other mail and parcels should be sent by International
Mail to us at Wha San Dong, Chulla Pukdo, Chunju, Korea,

We have made our home in Montreat during the year. Since my parents live here,
and Dot's parents are a hundred miles away at Korristown, Tennessee, we have been
able to see all the grandparents frequently. We have travelled all over this part of
the South, and it has been a real privilege to visit many churches and homes and make
n e w f r i e n d s .

Next week we plan to leave the three youngest children in Morristown with their
grandparents, while Dot, Alice, and I go to New York to meet Dot's sister (Miss Alice
Longenecker, RN) who is arriving on furlough from the Belgian Congo where she is a
missionary nurse. These sisters have not seen each other since shortly after our
marriage 14 years ago because our respective furloughs have never found us in the
U.S. at the same time. We are happy that they overlap for about six weeks this
s u m m e r .

It is a busy time for us preparing to returr-. Official red tape, medical exam
inations, immunization shots, travel plans, purchasing of supplies, and so forth have
to be sandwiched in between speaking appointments, visiting with friends and relatives,
and normal housekeeping duties. However, we will not be too busy to see any of you who
may come to Montreat during the next few weeks, and we hope to see many of you.

Pray for us as we return to our duties and responsibilities in Korea, There is
always infinitely more to be done, especially in the program of country evangelism,
than we have time and strength to accomplish. The uncertainties of the times, un
limited opportunities for witness and service, and rapid changes both inside and out
side the Korean Church, keep your missionaries in a busy whirl most of the time. Dot
will be teaching the two boys (Barron, 10, and Uavid 8). Alice, 12, is to go away to
the new boarding school for missionaries' children in Taejon which expects to open for
business ti is fall. Little Margaret, 4, will have to get re-acquainted with all her
Korean f r iends. In a l l these adjustments and resumpt ion of work, we ask your con
t i n u e d p r a y e r s .

With every good wion to all of you, I am

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .

R e c e i v e d a t N a s h v i l l e , Te n n e s s e e , J u n e
Address: Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper (as indicated in letter)



Presby ter ian Miss ion
Chonju, Chulla Puk-do, Korea (Asia
October 20, 1959

D e a r F r i e n d s :
Two n igh t s ago Joe commen ted , we ' ve been back i n Ko rea a mon th i " We

remember with pleasure gett ing to see many of you fr iends and vis i t ing our support ing
churches wh i le on fu r lough . The change o f ac t i v i t y fo r a year, and shar ing in te lev is ion
good roads, fine groceries and public schools were all good for us and our moraleo But
truly, we are glad to be back, and we thank our Heavenly Father for a safe trip and the
safe arrival of most of our baggage, just hours ahead of a typhoon that did tremendous
damageo Our freighter by-passed one port in Formosa in order to speed to Korea ahead of
the typhoon, so we landed a couple of days before anyone expected us.

The first few days back here were largely taken up with chatt ing with Korean
friends who came to rejoice with us upon our return. Then Joe had to go off to a meeting
of General Assembly, and we had to start the breaking of home ties by sending our sweet
Alice off to Taejon to the 8th grade and boarding school. We thank God for the GroschelJ
w h o fl e w o u t t h i s f a l l t o t e a c h i n t h a t s c h o o l f o r m i s s i o n a r i e s ' c h i l d r e n o f s e v e r a l d e -
nominat ionso. A l ice is l i v ing w i th them in the modern schoo l bu i ld ing , near ing comple t ion
thanks to painstaking work on the part of Mr. Bob Gould.

Before we went on furlough, the only school-age Americar ' chi ldren here at
Chonju were our three. It was nice to get back and find there are now six missionary
chi ldren in five grades here. We three mothers hold school in a miss ionary res idence,
vacant th is ye ax because we lack an evangel is t to fi l l i t .

Thus far, Joe's preaching has been in local churches, so I have gotten to
go with him several Sundays? to the North Gate Church which has built a new building in
the year we've been away; to the South Gate Chxirch which used to meet under a tent for a
roof; and to the Leper Church. We went out there unannounced, and my heart is still
warmed by remembering the beaming smiles on the faces of that group of leper elders, and
by the remembrance of the old leper lady, almost completely bald, who fell at Joe's feet
a f ter the serv ice , and wept fo r joy. We went w i th the fine pastor to have a s ight -see
of the orphanage (or home) for the clean children of lepers where some 55 youngsters are,
we were impressed wi th the care they gef , for such an inst i tut ion out here. Those of you
who gave us rel ief c lothes to br ing out with us wi l l be glad to know the blankets and
other appropriate items have been sorted to go out there to help those bright-faced
youngsters. Pastors of two of the churches where we have been l ive alone year after year
with no word of their wives detained above the 38th paral lel . How many thousands of such
unspoken heartaches there are in th is land!

One day President and Mrs. Rhee of Korea paid our Medical Center the high
t r ibu te o f coming there fo r a s igh t -see . Such secur i t y p repara t ions and exc i tement as
were enjoyed by the Korean staff you can hardly imagine. Joe was away, but Barron and
David and I stood for a hour and a hal f in the hot sun in f ront of the hospi tal to watch.

This af ternoon, I had the pr iv i lege of v is i t ing a dear aged deaconess who
is dy ing o f cance r. I t i s an i nsp i ra t i on to cha t , s ing , p ray and read Reve la t i on 21
w i t h s u c h a p e r s o n .

Joe and the Korean church leaders and the other evangel ist ic missionaries
sorely need your p:* ayers in the next few months. We came back to find very serious dif
ficul t ies wi th in our Korean General Assembly, o f too involved a nature for me to d iscuss
here. But please pray that with one mind the Korean Church may be str iv ing together for
the fa i th of the Gospel in th is country of cry ing need on every s ide.

S i n c e r e l y,

Received at Nashvi l le , Tenn., October 27, 1959
Address? Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper (as above indicated)
Air ma-i l folders may be purchased at the Post Office for 10^



Presbyterian Mission, Wha San Dong, Chulla Pukdo
Chunju, Korea, July 22, I960

D e a r F r i e n d s :
"Each breeze that sweeps the ocean brings t idings from afar of nations in commo-

t ionJ ' These are wel l -known l ines f rom the miss ionary hymn "The Morning L ight is Breaking",
but one wonders if modem nations are "prepared for Zion's war" (as in the hymn) or for some
thing qui te the opposi te. As res idents of one of the "nat ions in commot ion" we can under
stand the pl ight of fel low missionaries in the Belgisin Congo and elsewhere where violence,
lawlessness, and revolut ion seem to be the order of the day.

Much has been said in recent days of "This Revolutionary Age" - almost making it
appear to be glamorous and desirable, as, indeed, such change may well be when it represents
reasonab le s t r ides toward a t ta in ing the leg i t imate needs and asp i ra t ions o f su f fe r ing and
downtrodden peoples. But al l too often these upheavals seem to be the nefarious schemes of
a few mot iva ted by ev i l des i res , and are f raught w i th ug l iness and b i t te rness and ter ror
fo r those who os tens ib ly a re supposed to benefi t f rom i t a l l . Such days cha l lenge Chr is t ian
Amer ica to constant prayer and dai ly sacr ifice that we may do our fu l l share to br ing to the
nat ions the Saviour Who alone can br ing salvat ion and result ing peace and rest.

After the overthrow of the former government of Korea by student demonstrat ions
in Ap r i l , sweep ing po l i t i ca l changes have taken p lace i n Ko rea , and the t rans i t i on i s s t i l l
going on. The national constitution has been amended, and a new government is to be elected
next week. Pray that wise and able leaders wi l l be selected, and that a stable government
w i l l b e s e t u p .

i - los t o f you have heard of d i fficu l t ies conf ront ing the Korean Presbyter ian Church
s ince las t fa l l when her Assembly sp l i t 50-50 in to two Assembl ies , each c la iming lega l i t y.
Our Miss ion fe l t tha t ne i ther was lega l , and recogn ized ne i ther, bu t worked to res to re un i ty
A ca l l fo r a re-un i ted assembly in February was successfu l in br ing ing together near ly two-
th i rds o f the Church, but the remain ing one- th i rd has cont inued i ts ag i ta t ion and has suc
ceeded in spl i t t ing most Presbyteries and even some churches.

The causes of th is d is t ress ing s i tuat ion are obscure, and indeed a lmost non
existent. The issue of continued membership in the World Council of Churches seemed to have
caused the spl i t last fa l l , but even an agreement to withdraw from this counci l as demanded
b y t h e m i n o r i t y f a i l e d t o r e s t o r e u n i t y. F i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e f r o m D r. C a r l M a c l n t i r e h a s
widened the r i f t and encouraged those who have fa i led to reun i te . For tunate ly our Miss ion
has re ta ined i ts own un i ty, and s tands w i th our s is te r Presby ter ian Miss ions in coopera t ion
wi th the major i ty wh ich was wi l l ing to reun i te . E ffo r ts by a smal l number o f s tudent demon
st ra to rs to fo rc ib ly p ressure our Miss ion to change i t s pos i t ion a t i t s June Miss ion Meet ing
succeeded in mak ing l i f e hec t i c fo r th ree o r fou r days . A l though th is d is tu rbance d id ge t
out of hand one t ime, no ser ious harm resul ted, and the net resul t was to d iscredi t the i r
own cause among some of their own people.

In al l these months, our Board of World Missions has given us sympathetic leader
sh ip and ass is tance, par t i cu la r l y in the v is i t s o f Dr. Hugh Brad ley and Dr. Ne lson Be l l ,
each of whom has made two visits during the past year. Again we request the prayers of
American f r iends for the Korean Church, that peace and uni ty may prevai l for the fur ther
ance of the Gospel among these people.

This spr ing I d id not get al l my country work done because of condi t ions dis
cussed above, but did manage to visit a good many churches. As in the days of our Lord the
common people heard Him gladly, so in Korea the common people are glad to hear His Gospel
despite revolutions and church splits. Last Sunday I visited my larges"&®6afony church and
p r e a c h e d t o n e a r l y 5 0 0 i n a t t e n d a n c e t h e r e . '

Aside f rom the heat, the Hopper Fami ly is enjoying the summer. Al ice is back
home from Taejon for summer vacat ion. Fol lowing Mission Meeting, we visi ted Soonchun for
a few days' rest. This week we spent two days in Kwangju, visi t ing my sister, Mrs. Tommy
Brown. Tommy's father (now 84 years old) and aunt from the States were visiting there. We
expect to go to Taichun Beach in August , before p lunging in to the dut ies of our fa l l work.

S incere ly yours ,

Rec 'd a t Nashv i l l e , Tenn , , Ju l y 27 , I 960
Address: Rev, and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper (as above indicated) Air mail folders at P.O. are 10^



Presby te r ian M iss ion
Wha San Dong, Chulla Pukdo
Chunju, Korea
December 1, 1962

D e a r F r i e n d s :

Chr is tmas greet ings f rom the
Hopper fami ly l May th is be a t ime o f
deeper rea l izat ion of the meaning of the
coming of Chr is t in to the wor ld , and of
ove rflow ing j oy and reded ica t i on to H is
s e r v i c e I

T h e m o s t u n u s u a l e v e n t o f t h e

y e a r w a s m y v i s i t t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
for several weeks in October, dur ing which t ime i t was my pr iv i lege to serve as one of the
three representat ives of the Korea Miss ion to the Montreat Consul tat ion on Wor ld Miss ions.
S ince my parents l i ve in Mont reat , I am par t icu lar ly gra te fu l , as th is gave me the oppor
tun i t y f o r an unexpec ted v i s i t w i th them. Th i s was my fi rs t t r i p by j e t , and I mus t say
it has spoiled me forever for any other kind of transportation. We were less than l6 hours
in the air from Seoul to Ashevil le, and made the tr ip with more convenience than some bus
t r ips I have taken. I regre t the "shor t fu r lough" d id no t permi t me to see many o f our
f r i ends , bu t i t was su rp r i s ing how many I me t even in th i s b r i e f pe r iod . I t i s a lways a
great e^q^er ience to v is i t our land, see i ts wonders and r iches, and find out aga in that
so many are sacr ific ing and pray ing fo r our work . My on ly persona l fear dur ing th is t ime
was that some in ternat iona l c r is is might cause concern for the safe ty o f Dot and the ch i l
dren in Korea. The Cuba cr isis very nearly did so, but my return tr ip was made on sche
dule wi th no mishaps on e i ther s ide o f the ocean. Af ter see ing some of the la tes t ha i r
dos i n t he U .S . , I was happy to re tu rn to c i v i l i za t i on .

We left the Consultation feeling that it had been a most successful and profitable
conference for all concerned. All of us were especially impressed with the careful pre
parations which had been made and the smoothness with which all arrangements were worked
out , w i th the complete coverage of a l l sub jects re la t ing to the work o f miss ions and the
freedom allowed to all in e:q)ressing their opinions no matter how divergent. It was my
feeling that many who had been apprehensive of the outcome were happy to discover a one
ness of purpose in preaching the Gospel and a determination to work in close harmony with
the churches of each land in which we are engaged in service. It is my prayer that this
consultation will result not only in more effective service in the mission lands, but in
wholehearted and sympathet ic support of the mission program by our ent ire church.

I am glad to report that our routine work in Chunju is progressing normally. I
am still busy visiting country churches, but will have been to all thirty of them within
t h e n e x t t w o w e e k s .

We are especially happy that the new press building has been completed. This
building is of cement block construction and provides adequate space for our work without
fear of fire or that the building would collapse as was the case previously. We hope
this will result in more efficient work by our press in producing helpful Christian lit
e r a t u r e a n d m a t e r i a l f o r o u r m i s s i o n i n s t i t u t i o n s .

Al ice, Barron and David are in boarding school in Taejon, but return home for
vacations. Margaret is at home with Dot and me. The picture reproduced here will give
y o u s o m e i d e a o f h o w t h e f o u r l o o k .

Mei^ Christmas to all of you,
h< <H>.

Rei/. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper



Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper
Presby te r ian M iss ion
V/ha San Dong
Chulla Pukdo, Chunju^ Korea
February 12, 1964

D e a r F r i e n d s :

January and February are usually "slack" months, but this year even this has beena busy period. Besides Sunday preaching, teaching at the Month Bible Institute ( a
training program for laymen) kept me occupied most of January. Recently 2 trips to Seoulhave been concerned -with committee meetings in preparation for the "consultations" to be
held in May between representatives of the Presbyterian Church of Korea and its 3 cooper
ating Mission Boards (Southern Presbyterian, United Presbyterian, Australian Presbyterian).Please remember in your prayers these deliberations which often deal with knotty problems
about which good men of sincere faith often differ.

Last fall, as usual, I completed my regular round of itineration, visiting about 35
churches as "moderator" under direction of local Presbyteries, and many others unofficially.
Times have been hard economically and these small country churches have difficulties pay
ing evangelists, keeping property in repair, and erecting new churches and manses. Yetsomehow the Lord always provides some energetic deacon or young person to direct the af
fairs of the church and carry on the services.

In September the missionary evangelists held a conference to discuss methods of
evangelism.̂  Part of the program was a study of large maps of our territory prepared inadvance to indicate churches of all denominations and especially marked to show "gaps"
vdiere churches should be started. A number of these spots are in the territory I serve.
I am happy to report that already several are being opened to the Gospel—not through my
efforts but by the leadership of the Holy Spirit working through faithful Korean Chris
t i a n s . N o t e t h e s e :

(1) Soonchang County. A Christian barber has moved into a village of 300 homes.He has begun Sunday School and preaching services in his barbershop with 70 or 80 in
attendance. I did not hold a regular service there last fall, but did examine and receive 4 boys as catechumens. This spring this place is scheduled for regular visitation,
and presumably the services will be held in the barbershop adding to the list of odd
places we have started churches (a railway depot, a rice mill, a hospital clinic, school
rooms, town halls, tents, private homes, and out-of-doors).

(2) Imsil County. A large communxty has grown up around the railway station several
miles from the county seat. We had long wanted to open a church there. Beginning about
6 months ago, the evangelistic team composed of employees of the Presbyterian Medical
Center (Chunju) and led by the hospital evangelist has begun work in this place. By
going out on Sundays in the hospital ambulance they are able to conduct services in the
home o f a Chr is t ian d rugg is t . Soon, w i th ass is tance f rom the Korean hosp i ta l s ta f f , a
church w i l l be bu i l t and a fu l l - t ime evange l i s t emp loyed .

(3) Namwun County. On a high upland plateau is a region of a half dozen or so vil
lages of over 100 homes each where there has never been a church. Early in December we
heard the astonishing news that a young man, baptized only a year ago, had moved to a
land reclamation project in the middle of this area, begun to preach, and had 300 meet
ing (150 adults and I5O children in Simday School). Taking a near-by pastor, I went tosee this place not long before Christmas. It was cold and snowing, but in short order
a crowd of more than 100 gathered in an open courtyard for a brief service, and later
the leaders crov«ied into a little room with us to discuss ways and means of starting the
church. Recently the young man came to see me, saying that he will enter the army soon,
and asking that a trained evangelist be sent. "With each of 6 villages taking responsi
bility for one "kahn" (section) of a six-kahn building this spring, they should soon
have a meeting place.

VJhile such stories encourage us, there is another side to consider. At the request
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of the mission evangelists, I have just completed statistical studies of over I6OO
Protestant Churches in our Mission area (North Chulla, South Chulla, and Cheju-do).
They show these facts: 1,63^ of the 6,372,921 people in the region studied are in
church on Sunday morn ing . I t i s n ice to th ink o f over 100 ,000 Chr is t ians , un t i l
one remembers the other 6,272,000. There are 2j churches for every 10,000 people,
but the average number in each church Sunday morning is 64. The baptized membership
o f each Presby te r ian Church averages 37 . There i s s t i l l a lo t to do l l

Our publication work continues to prosper. As I looked into the press room on the
way to my office a few minutes ago, the press was turning out a new evangelistic tract
written by my friend and close associate, the pastor of the Namwun church. Our press
only turns out I6OO pages an hour, so will keep busy all week to turn out the 100,000
which we pray will go to as many homes and hearts with the Gospel. Our magazine for
country church leaders has been sent only to churches in our Mission area heretofore,
but beginning next month it will be sent to all churches of our assembly in Korea.

Several years ago, with the 1947 Birthday Offering Fund for literature for the
Christian Home, we published a new illustrated translation of Foster's Story of the
Bible. Beginning last fall, a chapter of this has been read each week-day evening for
about 10 minutes as a part of a children's program over Korea's Christian Radio network
of 5 stations in key cities with a possible listening audience of some 8 million. Every
2 weeks a simple quiz is given, and winners answering by post card (they still cost a
penny in Korea) are given copies of the book as a prize. Countless hear the Bible
Story, and this valuable book is finding its way into scores of homes.

The Hoppers look forward to regular furlough this summer. After a two-week sight
seeing tour of Western National Parks en route, we expect to arrive in Montreat in mid-
July, and will be there for the rest of the summer (Address: Box 48). We will spend
the remainder of the furlough at Mission Haven (235 Inman Drive, Decatur, Ga.) Alice
finishes High School in Taejon this spring, and will enter King College in Bristol,
T e n n e s s e e t h i s f a l l .

Wi th a l l bes t vdshes, I remain

S i n c e r e l y ; ^ o u r s

Requests for additional copies and notification of change of address should always mention die name of the missionary
and be sent to Missionary Correspondence Department, Board of Wor ld Missions, Box 330, Nashvi l le , Tenn. 37202



Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper
2 1 1 I n m a n D r i v e

Decatur, Georg ia
December U, 1964

- D e a r ' f r i e n d s ,

As we let you know in-a letter last spring, I964-I965 is the red-letter furlough
year for the Hoppers. As dur ing^the Thanksgiving season our hearts have so often been
raised in spontaneous silent prayers,, we have "thanked our God in all our remembrance
of you, always in every prayer of ours for ..you all making our prayer with joy, thank
f u l f o r y o u r p a r t n e r s h i p i n t h e G o s p e l . . . . "

V7e left Korea about the end of June, flying by wajr-of Alaska and various national
parks in the West , to re la t ives in Missour i and then to Joe 's oarents ' in Mont reat . Due
to special tourist rates to our-of-the-U.S. tourists, we were able to take this memorable
family journey on only about $50 above-.usual flight costs. We saw Joe's sister and
family (the G.T. Brovms of K>;angju, Korea) for all of one day before they set off to
r e t u r n t o t h e i r fi e l d o f w o r k f o r t h e L o r d ; -

Montreat during the summer renewed for us ^many old friendships, and brought new
thoughts and inspiration during the many Bible hours we attended. Being next door to
Joe's parents, and haveing my parents, and my sister's and brother's families with us
part time helped renew brotherly and sisterly love after 5 years apart. We had two
new nieces and one nephew to meet. George Hopper (student worker at Tulane University)
was also in Montreat for a few days.

The end of August brought realities of school, so we hastened to Decatur where
Margaret attends V/inona Park (4th Grade), and Barron and David ride bikes to Decatur
High (Soph, and Fresh.). A couple of weeks later we drove Alice up to King College
in Bristol v^iere she is a Freshman and which she already loves so much that she is
u r g i n g h e r b r o t h e r t o e n t e r t h e r e i n a n o t h e r t w o y e a r s . O u r c h i l d r e n ' s fi r s t q u a r t e r
grades show, we th ink, that the educat ion they are receiv ing in Korea is adequate.
(And how we thank God for it "v^ien, as recently, we meet a missionary couple of another
denominat ion who are qu i t t ing the miss ion fie ld for five years because o f the ages o f
t h e i r c h i l d r e n . )

The Apostle Paul made some statements which any missionary should learn to be able
to make: " I have learned, in vd iatever s tate I am, to be content . I know how to be
abased, and I know how to abound; in any and all circumstances I have learned the secret
o f fac ing p len ty and hunger, ab imdance and wan t . " I j us t wan t to say in cap i ta l l e t te rs ,
THIS FURLOUGH IS FOR THE HOPPERS A TIME OF ABOUNDING, AND OF PLENTY, AND OF ABUNDANCE.
We are l iv ing in the beaut i fu l ly furn ished house at Miss ion Haven, our every want sup
p l ied . We are warmer than any win ter o f our marr ied l i fe . And every day in our hear ts
we thank you, and our Heavenly Father for these blessings, and the clothes closet next
doo r v^e re l ad ies o f t h ree s ta tes send fine used c l o thes f o r m iss iona r i es . Yes te rday,
wh i le the re I met a g r iev ing lady o f ano ther church , ga ther ing c lo thes fo r he r b ro ther -
in - law 's fami ly : the vddow and five ch i ld ren had flown to New York , as the bro ther had
passed th rough "ga tes o f sp lendor " to h is reward in the recent Congo a t roc i t ies . And
yet, she knew that in Congo, he had been doing what he wanted to do and was now safe
w i t h H i s L o r d .

What will 1965 bring to mission work the world around? As we look ahead and pray
ahead and rejoice in celebrating the birth of our Lord, may a sense of the triumph of
serving on the Lord's side in this uncertain world fill our hearts. May we remember
that the glory of God is Heaven's l ight, and i ts lamp is the Lamb. And as we know that
"on ly those v i \ io a re wr i t ten in the Lamb's book o f l i fe " sha l l be there , jo in w i th us in
pray ing fo r more evange l i s t i c m iss ionar ies to car ry the good news to Korea . Our f re igh t
e r l e a v e s n e x t J u l y . V J h o v d l l s a i l w i t h u s ?

S i n c e r e l y,



Rev. and Mrs . Joe B . Hoppe r
M i s s i o n H a v e n
2 1 1 I n m a n D r i v e

Decatur, Ga, 30030
May 24, 1965

D e a r F r i e n d s :

As we draw near the end of our furlough year, we want you to know
something of our plans during the coming months, and also to thank many of
you who have contr ibuted to our happiness during the year.

Du r i ng t he f a l l o f l as t yea r, i t was my p r i v i l ege t o aud i t t en
hours a week at Columbia Theological Seminary, and I found this study re
f resh ing and reward ing . S ince the fi rs t o f th i s year, mos t o f my t ime has
been spent travel l ing to many churches and presbyteries speaking on our
work in Korea. Most of this work was in the Synod of South Carol ina which
was my primary assignment, but other engagements took me to North Carolina,
Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, as well as Georgia. Dot has also
taken part in this work, and most of her assignments have been in Georgia.

For nearly three months during the winter, my parents (Dr. and
Mrs. Joseph Hopper, retired missionaries to Korea, now living in Montreat)
visited with us in Decatur. Dot's parents (Rev. and Mrs. J.H. Longenecker,
retired missionaries to the Congo, and now living in Morristown, Tenn.)
paid us a v is i t last fa l l , and we have made numerous vis i ts in their home.

It has been a full and busy year, and we thank God for all His
b less ings dur ing th i s t ime . As we re tu rn to Korea i t i s w i th the know
ledge that we have mary friends throughout the home church who remember
us constantly in their prayers. The three younger children (Barron, David,
and Margaret) will return to Korea with us, and Alice will remain in this
count ry to cont inue her s tud ies a t K ing Col lege.

We expect to spend the month of June in Montreat, and our
a d d r e s s t h e r e w i l l b e :

Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper
Box 57, Montreat, N.C. 28757

A f t e r d r i v i n g a c r o s s t h e c o n t i n e n t d u r i n g t h e fi r s t p a r t o f J u l y,
we p lan to sa i l by f re ighter f rom San Franc isco on Ju ly 20th . S ince the
sh ip w i l l ca l l a t por ts in Japan, Ok inawa, and Ta iwan, we w i l l no t a r r i ve
in Korea unt i l about the middle of August .

O u r a d d r e s s i n K o r e a w i l l b e :

Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
Whasan Dong, Chunju
C h u l l a P u k d o , K o r e a

P l e a s e c o n t i n u e t o r e m e m b e r u s a n d o u r w o r k i n K o r e a i n y o u r
p r a y e r s .

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .



Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
Wha San Dong, Chonju
Chulla Puk-do, Korea
October 11, 1965

D e a r F r i e n d s ,

About two months have sped happily and busily past since our return to Korea.
Our tr ip by freighter was the smoothest we have experienced. There were eight passen
gers besides our family, and some ll6 Korea-bound dairy cows in crates above the holds.
Memorable was our captain, an earnest Christian — one of whose sons is a missionaiy in
the Ph i l i pp ines and ano ther B ib le p ro fessor in a la rge South A f r i can un ivers i t y. We had
the honor of having Mrs. Montgomery, long-time China missionary, with us as she came to
v is i t her daughter, Mrs. Paul Crane of the Medical Center.

Korean fr iends welcomed us with various social occasions and special " thank you"
serv ices to God fo r our re tu rn . In genera l , Joe is encouraged by the church-scene loca l l y.
I t is a thr i l l to me to worship in the new church bui ld ing constructed by the Zion Church
I am a t tend ing . Before fu r lough we met in the aud i to r ium o f the e lementary schoo l . For
s e v e r a l S u n d a y m o r n i n g s n o w I ' v e b e e n t e a c h i n g a n E n g l i s h B i b l e c l a s s o n t h e G o s p e l o f
Luke, mostly to high school boys. The women's work in ny church has strengthened during
the year ; they now have five c i rc les ra ther than th ree .

Please try to v isual ize the fol lowing experiences which we wish you might have
shared: Si t t ing on the floor of her waxed-paper room with an 84-year Buddhist grand
mother who was sewing on a quilt-cover. Her expression was often one of amused compre
hension as ny church's Bible woman (who also grew up in a Buddhist family) explained the
Second Commandment. I told her of God's only Son Jesus who said, "No one cometh to the
Father but by me." .. .A party of more than fifty women, with a few children and one man,
packed our living-dining room to see slides taken on our furlough and hear something of
our experiences back in the States.. .Cute black-haired, black-eyed girls accompanying me
along the rice-paddy dikes late one afternoon. They wanted to hold my hands and a.8ked
in Korean, "Do you speak English? Sing for us in Eiiglish, 'Jesus Loves Me" and 'Silent
Night.' '' Joe and I had driven out in the station truck to bring these children of leper
parents some clothing, pencils, and picturerscrapbooks. The scrapbooks had been made by
Jun io rs in Deca tu r F i r s t P resby te r ian Church and the church in B lacks tone , V i rg in ia . . . .

There was need for another missionary residence in Chonju, so before furlough Joe
had vo lun tee red to supe rv i se i t s bu i l d i ng . A Ko rean Chr i s t i an con t rac to r. E lde r K im ,
is in charge and the br ick wa l ls are now rap id ly r is ing above the concre te s lab. Our
nearest neighbors wi l l be two surgeons of the "Jesus Hospital" to which you gave your
birthday offering this spring. Dr. Pak is a neurosurgeon, one of the humblest and most
e f f e c t i v e " fi s h e r s o f m e n " w e k n o w . D r . L e e a n d h i s w i f e h a v e o l d e r c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g
school in Seoul, but a precious preschool daugher is here with them. Their new homes,
built in partly-Korean, partly foreign style, will share some of our lovely view from
the h i l l t op . Th i s l a rge house we a re vaca t ing w i l l be conve r ted i n to apa r tmen ts .

We have been saddened by the fact that ny Mother suffered a stroke following which
she has been hospital ized for the past month. She is 79? and they have been married
50 years . I f any o f you w ish to l e t t hem know o f you r p raye r -suppor t i n these d i f ficu l t
weeks the address is: Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Longenecker, 350 Hale Avenue, Oak Hil ls,
Morr is town, Tennessee. God is everywhere, in Morr is town as wel l as Korea, yet i t i s
not always easy for us to understand His providences.

S i n c e r e l y ,

0



Rev. and Mrs . Joe B . Hoppe r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
Wha San Dong,
C h u n j u , N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a
Apr i l 21. 1966

D e a r F r i e n d s :

T h e b i r t h a n d g r o w t h o f y o u n g c h u r c h e s p r o v i d e s b o t h p a i n a n d p l e a s u r e .
Yesterday I had some of the lat ter at a new church 50 mi les from Chunju, After
gr ind ing a long in 4-wheel dr ive over a bou lder s t rewn road through a w i ld ly beaut i fu l
canyon where azalea grew profusely on the cl i ff walls, we wound into a bowl-shaped
va l ley seeming ly by-passed by the res t o f the wor ld . Cer ta in ly i t was by-passed by
the Gospel unt i l last year when a nearby o lder church began work there. Our v is i t
was unannounced, but soon about 20 young people gathered for a brief informal service
and d iscuss ion. There was eagerness and recept iv i ty in the i r welcome. They have
bought a house to convert in to a church, but lack even the barest essent ia ls in the
way of equipment. Their two requests were for a church bel l and a " teacher" to hold
Da i l y Vaca t i on B ib le Schoo l t h i s summer. W i th t h i s k i nd o f s ta r t , I be l i eve the Lo rd
w i l l soon es tab l i sh a s t rong church in Mu- lyung-n i .

In distant Soon-chang our new church has an equal ly br ight hope, but considerably
more "pa ins . " Th is coun ty showed s l i gh t l y ove r one-ha l f o f 1% Chr i s t i an in a su rvey
a few years ago. Because of past church spl i ts there was no church of our denomination
in the county seat to serve as a center from which rural churches could be developed
among the 100,000 people of the county. Recent ly, a fine e lder moved there as pr inc ipa l
of the high school, and was anxious to start such a church, A young seminary graduate
was secured to begin work just before Christmas. With the attraction of this exceptional
Chr is t ian fami ly and the energ ies o f the young evangel is t , a congregat ion o f near ly 100
gathered in a few months, but as yet i t has no place to meet except a borrowed upstairs
pho to s tud io in a shaky bu i ld ing we fear may co l lapse i f the congrega t ion g rows. S ince
th is must a lso serve as a cent ra l gather ing po int for a ha l f dozen rura l churches as
well, the congregation, composed largely of new believers, is attempting to build an
adequate church th is spr ing . They w i l l l i ke ly have to be conten t w i th mere wa l ls and
roo f f o r t he t ime be ing , l eav ing o f f floo r, doo rs , and w indows and o the r fin i sh ing
t o u c h e s .

R e v . J o h n F o l t a a n d R e v . R o b e r t H o f f m a n o f t h i s s t a t i o n b o t h l e a v e f o r f u r l o u g h i n
J u n e , s o m o s t r u r a l c h u r c h d e v e l o p m e n t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n t h i s p r o v i n c e w i l l f a l l t o
me dur ing the next year. Spr ing meet ings of Presbyter ies have assigned 35 churches to
my ca re . Th is invo lves regu la r v i s i ta t i on to ho ld sac raments and a t tend to o the r mat
t e r s s u c h a s b u i l d i n g c h u r c h e s , p r o v i d i n g e v a n g e l i s t s , s e t t l i n g d i s p u t e s , e t c . S o m e
t imes the la t ter can be qu i te v io lent , as was the case last Sunday af ternoon. We spent
3 hours t ry ing to uni te fact ions in a church where one deacon wanted to rebui ld the
chu rch immed ia te l y and the o the r wan ted ' t o de lay. ( I f such a s i t ua t i on i s d i scou rag ing ,
we try to remember the t i ff Paul and Barnabas had over Mark!) So, each of these young
churches presents i t s "pa ins and p leasures . "

Our greatest need at the moment is for more ordained missionaries to carry the
Gospel into every geographical and social area of the land. We have problems, to be
sure, as I have tr ied to indicate above, but we are faced with a dwindl ing number of
workers to part icipate in making South Korea the hoped for beachhead from which the
Gospe l can la te r be car r ied in to the hear t land o f As ia . Pray the Lord o f the Harves t
t o s e n d f o r t h l a b o r e r s i n t o H i s h a r v e s t !

Aside f rom direct church work, much t ime is spent at tending meet ings. The most
lengthy are those of the "Dept . o f Cooperat ive Work." This group, composed of equal
numbers of missionaries and Koreans attempts to carry out the programs of the mission
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with varying success, but inevitably with plenty of talk and red-tape. This aspect
of Korean Church life, and the unseemly "politic-ing" which dominates much of the
Church Court system, is reason for the earnest prayers of American Christians. We
realize that these are doubtless part of the "growing pains" of an emerging church,
and that a part of the missionary's task is to try to help serve as guide and con
science, but in this, too, he needs the prayers of friends in the homeland.

The Hopper family has been blessed during the past winter with good health and
plenty of activity. Alice at King College, Barron and David at Korea Christian Academy
in Taejon, and Margaret in school here, are all doing well in their lessons. Dot is
busy teaching school and with other activities such as the gathering of church ladies
in the dining room now sewing for the Medical Center.

P l e a s e r e m e m b e r u s i n y o u r p r a y e r s .

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s

Requests for additional copies and notification of change of address should always mention the name of the missionary
and be sent to N^ss ionary Correspondence Depar tment , Board of Wor ld Miss ions, Box 330, Nashvi l le , Tenn. 37202



Rev. and Mrs . Joe B . Hoppe r
P r e s b y t e r i a n i l i s s i o n
U"nasan Dong, Chunju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a
J a n u a r y 9 , 1 9 6 7

D e a r t r i e n d s :

To t h e m a n y f r i e n d s w h o h a v e r e m e m b e r e d u s w i t h C h r i s t m a s c a r d s t h i s y e a r,
l e t m e e x t e n d o u r t h a n k s a n d o u r b e s t w i s h e s f o r t h e J e w Ye a r . W e a p p r e c i a t e y o u r
remembering us in this vjay, and request your prayers as we begin a New Year of helping
to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the people of Korea.

A i l o f u s h a v e b e e n s h o c k e d a n d s a d d e n e d b y t h e s u d d e n d e a t h b y h e a r t a t t a c k
o f D r . F r a n k K e l l e r o f t h i s s t a t i o n o n J a n u a r y 3 . O n l y t h o s e w h o h a v e s e r v e d t o g e t h e r
as missionaries can knov; how close we become to each other and how keenly we feel this
l o s s .

F r a n k h a d a t t e n d e d h i s K o r e a n c h u r c h a s u s u a l o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g , p a r t i c i p a t e d
in the Ing l i sh church serv ice (communion) tha t a f te rnoon, taken par t in S ta t ion Meet ing
on Monday n ignt , put in h is normal fu l l day at tending to pat ients at the Medica l Center
on Tuesday, and returned home late in the afternoon, laking his little dog for a stroll
up the road behind his home, he was str icken down at the crest of the hi l l . Emergency
e f fo r t s by Drs . Crane and See l and a lmos t the en t i re hosp i ta l s ta f f fa i l ed to res to re
h i m .

Funeral services were held Thursday morning at the Medical Center Chapel,
sponsored by the s taff o f the hospi ta l , and pres ided over by the pastor o f h is church.
The moderator of the Presbytery and 1 gave brief messages in Korean and in English
respec t i ve ly. Hundreds o f l oca l Korean f r i ends , and abou t seven ty Wes te rners , i nc lud ing
most of our ox-m missionaries and many from sister missions, were present. We have lost
a b e l o v e d f r i e n d a n d c o - t m r k e r , b u t w e r e j o i c e a t h i s l i f e o f s e r v i c e a n d w i t n e s s a n d
h i s r e a d i n e s s t o g o t o b e w i t h t h e S a v i o u r .

F a l l i t i n e r a t i o n i n v o l v e d s t e a d y t r a v e l t o a t o t a l o f 3 5 c h u r c h e s a l l o v e r
the orovince, and I am happy to report that the schedule planned in August was completed
v7i thout in ter rupt ion up through the last Sunday before Chr is tmas.

A t o n e o f t h e l a s t p l a c e s v i s i t e d , a c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e c a t e c h u m e n e x a m i n a t i o n
(prior to ful l membership) was an old woman, who was unusually responsive to our questions.
Her story reminds us of something out of the Bible. We learned that she had former ly
been complete ly crazy and had c la imed to be possessed of a devi l . In th is condi t ion she
was sometimes able to act as a "moo-dang" (a sort of sorcerer or witch-doctor) and speak
f o r t h i s d e v i l . H e r f a m i l y a c t u a l l y t r i e d t o k i l l h e r , b y s t a r v i n g a c r t o d e a t h , a n d b y
hea t ing w i res in the fi re and p r i ck ing her. Mos t o f the t ime she had to be kep t t i ed
u p b e c a u s e o f h e r v i o l e n c e .

la ter the fami ly moved to Seoul and took her a long. A neighbor in Seoul
i n j ? i s t e d t h a t s h e c o u l d b e c u r e d i f t a k e n t o a c e r t a i n C h r i s t i a n w o m a n v j h o w o u l d p r a y
for her. This was done, and the woman's mind was restored suddenly so that she ex
claimed; "why, I am in Seoul!" —something she had not previously realized.

N o w b a c k i n h e r c o u n t r y v i l l a g e , s h e i s a r e g u l a i * c h u r c a a t t e n d a n t , a l t h o u g h
she has to walk an hour each way to church. When examing uer I asked the usual question:
"Why do you bel ieve in Jesus?" I expected the usual answer, general ly carefu l ly memor ized
a t t h e i n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e l o c a l e v a n g e l i s t , i . e . , " i n o r d e r t o h a v e f o r g i v e n e s s o f m y s i n s
and receive salvation." But her ansvjer was: "Because the devil has gone out of me."
No matter how I put the question this was the only answer I could get out of her: "Because
the devil has gone out of me!" Changing my tactics a bit, I began to ask, "Well, now that
the devi l has lef t you, v;hat do you have because you bel ieve in Jesus?" Immediately her
answer v;as: "1 have a sain-sev-gye (new world)." Again, no matter hovj much I prodded
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s h e w o u l d n o t a n s w e r i n t h e u s u a l m a n n e r t h a t h e r s i n s w e r e f o r g i v e n a n d s h e h a d
sa l va t i on . To he r, f a i t h i n Jesus mean t t ha t she had "go t r i d o f t he dev i l and l i ved
i n a n e w w o r l d . "

i a i s w c i ' i a n . - / h o h a d l i v e d u n d e r t h e t y r a n n y a n d t e r r o r o f e v i l h a d f o u n d
peace through fa i th in her Saviour who had brought her f rom darkness in to l ight . . .
into a new world. Jesus said: "Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God," and this ignorant country woman knows exactly what that means. May the New Year
s e e m a n y i n t h i s l a n d b o m a g a i n , r e l e a s e d f r o m t h e p o w e r o f S a t a n i n t o t h e n e w w o r l d .

P. S . I f a n y o f y o u h a v e b e e n u s i n g o u r A P O a d d r e s s , p l e a s e d i s c o n t i n u e u s i n g i t a s w e
no l onge r have th i s p r i v i l ege . Use on l y the In te rna t i ona l Ma i l ( add ress a t t he head
o f t h i s l e t t e r . )

Requests for additional copies and notification of change of address should always mention the name of the missionary
a n H e . > n r f n M l B Q < n n a i - u r V i r ' r B R n n n H B n < > p r W n a T - t m B n r R n a r i H n f W n r l H k fl fl R i n n S . R n x . ^ . ^ 0 . N I a s h v t i l e . Te n n . 3 7 2 0 2



Rev. and Mrs . Joe B . Hoppe r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
Whasan Dong, Chunju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a
O c t o b e r 2 7 , 1 9 6 7

D e a r F r i e n d s :

T h i s i s t h e h a r v e s t s e a s o n i n K o r e a , a n d
everywhere we visit among country folks, we
fi n d p i l e s o f g r a i n a n d h e a p s o f s t r a w . R o a d s
a r e c l o g g e d w i t h h e a v i l y l a d e n o x c a r t s o r m e n
carrying "jiggies" piled high with harvested
r i c e . O u r m e c h a n i z e d A m e r i c a n f a r m s s o m e h o w

miss the sheer joy of "bringing in the sheaves"
w h i c h o n e c a n n o t a v o i d i n t h e m o r e p r i m i t i v e
K o r e a n r u r a l s o c i e t y . S i m i l a r l y , i n o u r w o r k

a s e v a n g e x i s c i c m i s s i o n a r i e s , i c i s a p r i v i l e g e t o s h a r e i n a h a r v e s t o f e t e r n a l p r o p o r
t ions, and to know the joy that comes "when one sinner repents." Yet there are areas of
K o r e a t h i s f a l l w h e r e m o n t h s o f d r o u g h t h a v e c a u s e d a l m o s t t o t a l c r o p f a i l u r e , n o t a b l y
i n t h e p r o v i n c e t o t h e s o u t h ( S o u t h C h u l l a ) , a n d m a s s i v e r e l i e f m e a s u r e s a r e n e c e s s a r y
t h i s w i n t e r . A l s o , t h e r e a r e c h u r c h e s w i t h s p i r i t u a l f a m i n e , a n d w e a r e s a d d e n e d w h e n
e v e n i n a v i l l a g e w i t h h u n d r e d s o f n o n - b e l i e v e r s , n o t a s i n g l e p e r s o n c o m e s t o b e r e
c e i v e d i n t o t h e c h u r c h . Y o u r p r a y e r s a r e n e e d e d t h a t l i k e l i f e - g i v i n g r a i n , t h e S p i r i t
m a y f a l l u p o n t h e h e a r t s o f m a n y t o b r i n g t h e n e e d e d r e v i v a l .

The Hoppers have had a happy year.
T h e h i g h l i g h t i n f a m i l y a f f a i r s c a m e
w i t h t h e a r r i v a l o f A l i c e f o r a t h r e e -
m o n t h s u m m e r v i s i t , b r i n g i n g t h e f a m i l y
t o g e t h e r d u r i n g m o s t o f t h e p e r i o d .
A l i c e v i s i t e d w i d e l y o v e r t h e M i s s i o n ,
a n d h e r s p o k e n K o r e a n w a s s t i l l fl u e n t
e n o u g h f o r h e r t o r e n e w m a n y o l d a c q u a i n t
a n c e s . B a r r o n g r a d u a t e d f r o m K o r e a
C h r i s t i a n A c a d e m y i n J u n e , a n d r e t u r n e d
w i t h A l i c e t o t h e S t a t e s i n A u g u s t . H e
i s a f r e s h m a n a t P r e s b y t e r i a n C o l l e g e i n
C l i n t o n , S . C . , a n d s h e a s e n i o r a t K i n g
C o l l e g e i n B r i s t o l , Te n n .

I n S e p t e m b e r w e t o o k M a r g a r e t , o u r y o u n g e s t , t o K o r e a C h r i s t i a n A c a d e m y i n Ta e j o n
w h e r e s h e i s i n t h e s e v e n t h g r a d e a n d D a v i d i s a s e n i o r i n h i g h s c h o o l . W i t h o u t c h i l
d r e n a t h o m e , w e h a v e e m b a r k e d o n a n e w v e n t u r e . W h e r e a s h e r e t o f o r e I h a v e t r a v e l l e d
t o v i s i t m y c o u n t r y c h u r c h e s a l o n e , w e n o w g o t o g e t h e r a n d l i v e i n a s m a l l t r a v e l
t ra i le r prov ided wi th a g i f t f rom the Covenant Presbyter ian Church o f Char lo t te , N. C.

Seldom do Korean homes have guest rooms,
a n d i n t h i s w a y i t i s n o t n e c e s s a r y t o i m
p o s e a n y h a r d s h i p o n o u r h o s t s , a n d w e a r e
m o r e f r e e t o m a k e l o n g e r a n d m o r e m e a n i n g f u l
v i s i t s . H o r d e s o f v i l l a g e c h i l d r e n t e s t i f y
that in Korea not all the "togetherness" of
t r a i l e r l i v i n g i s o n t h e i n s i d e ! T h i s f a l l
o u r s c h e d u l e h a s b e e n t o m o v e i n t h e m o r n i n g ,
v i s i t i n h o m e s a l l a f t e r n o o n , h a v e s u p p e r
w i t h K o r e a n f r i e n d s , a n d h o l d m e e t i n g s i n
t h e e v e n i n g . N o r e c o r d o f h o m e s v i s i t e d h a s
b e e n k e p t , b u t t h e r e h a v e b e e n s c o r e s o f t h e m .
I n C h r i s t i a n h o m e s w e h o l d a d e v o t i o n a l ; t o
n o n - C h r i s t i a n s w e t r y t o g i v e a b r i e f t e s t i
m o n y a n d a p p e a l t o a c c e p t C h r i s t , a n d l e a v e
G o s p e l t r a c t s . O f t e n s u c h v i s i t s d o u b l e t h e
s i ze o f the n igh t congrega t ion , a t t rac ted by

the visit of Americans (especially the lady). Already we have had three "missionary
journeys" and more are planned throughout the fall.

"Sowing in the morning, sowing deeds of kindness,
S o w i n g i n t h e n o o n t i d e , a n d t h e d e w y e v e ;
Wai t ing for the harvest and the t ime of reaping.
We shal l come re jo ic ing, br ing ing in the sheaves."

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .

0-AA.<. 7
J o e & D o r H o n n e r



Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper
B o x 6 4
Montreal, North Carolina 28757

December 6 , 1968

D e a r F r i e n d s :

Our six-month furlough is drawing to an end, and we pause
to thank our many friends in the home-land for their hospitality
and kindnesses during this period and ask your continued prayers
for us and our work as we prepare to return to Korea.

We left Korea on July 4th and flew to the West Coast, stopping two days in Honolulu en
route. Purchasing a used car in California we drove across the continent in one week,
pausing to see the Grand Canyon and to visit Barron at work in an Explorer Camp in Missouri,
The furlough has been spent with Montreal as our headquarters. From this place we have
made numerous excursions throughout Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee
and Kentucky to visit churches and to speak on the Lord's work in Korea.

The family was reunited briefly during the summer, again at Thanksgiving, and will
be together during the Christmas season. As we return to Korea we leave Alice teaching
school near Atlanta, Barron in his sophomore year at Presbyterian College (Clinton, S.C.)
and David at King College ( Bristol, Tenn.) and take with us only Margaret who will be 14
the day we arrive in Korea. It has been wonderful to have frequent visits with both sets of
grandparents (Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Hopper, Presbyterian Home, Box 1110, High Point,
N.C. and Rev, and Mrs. J. H. Longenecker, 350 Hale Avenue, Morristown, Tenn.)

Reports from the work we have left in Korea have been all too few during our absence,
and we interpret this to mean that our fellow workers have been too busy carrying on to tell
us about it. We thank God that missionaries and Korean pastors have cared for the twenty
rural churches committed to our care by Chunpuk and Chunsuh Presbyteries this spring,
and that Rev. Lee Kui-chul has continued the regular publication of our magazine "Words
of Blessing" which this year for the first time is published in ten issues during the year,
and which we hope to produce each of the twelve months next year.

It is our conviction that God is preparing the church in Korea and other fringe-lands
of the Asiatic continent, so that when doors into the heartland of Asia open for proclaiming
the Gospel, there will be a horde of Asiatic missionaries ready to enter. May God grant
that the Church of America may not miss today's opportunity to create the next onward
wave of missionaries, or mar the calibre of their faith by any departure from or dilution
of the true content of the Gospel! What Christians say and do in America is almost instantly
known by radio, television, and the press even in remote hamlets of Korea; hence every
Christian is as responsible as the missionary abroad for the impact of his Christian life
a n d w i t n e s s .

We return to Korea leaving here January 13th and arriving in Chunju January 16th
after spending two nights on the way.

May the Christmas season bring you true joy and happiness in the knowledge that "the
L o r d h a s C o m e , "

Merry Christmas to all!

Address: Presbyterian Mission
149 Whasan Dong
Chunju, North Chulla
K o r e a



Rev- and Mrs . Joe B . Hopper
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
149 Wha San Dong
C h u n j u , C h u l l a P u k d o , K o r e a
June 23 , 1969

D e a r F r i e n d s :

We greet you from Chunju, to which we returned January 16. After a 6 month furlough
w e f o u n d i t m u c h e a s i e r t o s l i p b a c k i n t o o u r w o r k r o u t i n e . W i n t e r w a s l o n g , w i t h a n
a b n o r m a l s n o w f a l l , b u t s p r i n g fi n a l l y c a m e a n d w e i t i n e r a t e d a m o n g 2 0 c h u r c h e s p l a c e d
i n o u r c a r e b y t w o p r e s b y t e r i e s .

E a c h c h u r c h i s u n i q u e , b r i n g i n g i n t e r e s t i n g v a r i e t y . E v a n g e l i s t L e e a t S o o - d o n g
f a i l e d t o i m p r e s s u s a t fi r s t , b u t a f t e r r e p e a t e d v i s i t s w e fi n d h i m l o v e d b y h i s p e o p l e ,
d i l i g e n t l y v i s i t i n g a n d p r e a c h i n g , a n d e f f e c t i v e i n s t a r t i n g n e w c h u r c h e s . O n o u r
spr ing v is i t , he took us a f ter the Soo-dong morn ing serv ice to another v i l lage 5 mi les
away where he began work a month before. The whole village turned out to welcome the
fi r s t f o r e i g n V I P s . D u r i n g d i n n e r a d o z e n o l d l a d i e s w a t c h e d e v e r y b i t e t o s e e w h a t
we d id or d idn ' t eat . Meanwhi le a crowd gathered for serv ice in an ad jacent room. In
t h e 1 0 b y 1 5 f o o t s p a c e 4 5 p e o p l e w e r e s e a t e d , w i t h u n c o m t e d o t h e r s a t t h e d o o r s A s
I p r e a c h e d , a n o l d b e a r d e d p a t r i a r c h c a m e i n , s a w a f e w s q u a r e i n c h e s o f s p a c e n e a r m y
f e e t a n d p r o c e e d e d t o s t a n d t h e r e , w h i l e I p o l i t e l y d i s c o n t i n u e d p r e a c h i n g u n t i l h e
c o u l d d i s p l a c e o t h e r s a n d s i t d o w n . A f t e r w a r d w h i l e S u n d a y S c h o o l w a s h e l d , w e m o v e d
t o a n o t h e r r o o m w h e r e t h e v i l l a g e h e a d - m e n c r o w d e d i n t o u r g e u s t o s t a r t a c h u r c h .
C r e d i t i s d u e t o t h e i n fl u e n c e o f E v a n g e l i s t L e e . G o d i s o p e n i n g d o o r s i n r u r a l K o r e a ,
a n d w e t h a n k H i m f o r a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e ?

There is an excit ing development in Chunju City where new industr ies spark rapid
g row th . I t i s es t ima ted the c i t y w i l l doub le t o 1 /2 m i l l i on i n 10 yea rs , an ave rage
of 25,000 per year. Ex is t ing churches cannot absorb the Chr is t ians among these, le t
alone witness to the non-Christ ians. We have just organized a City Church Development
Committee to plan new churches- We hope to pool resources of churches and Christian
institutions to "occupy" these strategic areas for Christ. A major problem is sky
rocket ing land pr ices. We must move fast , and th ink ahead, in order to secure promising
l o c a t i o n s b e f o r e i t i s t o o l a t e .

Let us summarize areas of concern needing your prayers and help:

1- Our rural churches are suffer ing from mass migrat ion to the ci t ies—sometimes 30%
of the members (o f ten the ab les t ) move in one year, mak ing se l f -suppor t d i fficu l t o r
imposs ib le . And yet the rura l popula t ion is not decreased, leav ing as great a need
a s e v e r f o r t h e G o s p e l w i t n e s s .

2 . Tra ined leadersh ip fo r coun t ry churches i s a lmos t non-ob ta inab le . Young Chr is t ians
a re no l onger i n te res ted i n tak ing B ib le Ins t i t u te t ra in ing and becoming lay -evange l i s t s
a t r o c k - b o t t o m s a l a r i e s i n r u r a l c h u r c h e s - T h o s e c a l l e d t o t h e m i n i s t r y a t t e n d s e m i n a r y
a n d b e c o m e o r d a i n e d m i n i s t e r s . T h i s i s g o o d , b u t f e w y o u n g m i n i s t e r s w i l l m a k e t h e
fi n a n c i a l s a c r i fi c e s t o s e r v e r u r a l c h u r c h e s w h e n m u s h r o o m i n g c i t y c h u r c h e s o f f e r b e t t e r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

3 . C i t i e s a r e b o o m i n g a n d t h e i r c h u r c h e s a r e f u l l t o o v e r fl o w i n g . Ye t m a n y l a c k v i s i o n
and conce rn t o co lon i ze e l sewhere i n t he c i t y. As a resu l t r u ra l Ch r i s t i ans a re l e f t
t o d r i f t , t e m p t e d b y t h e g r o w i n g g l a m o u r o f c i t y l i f e .

4. Korea is on a mil i tary footing and wary of renewed communist aggression. Constant
i n fi l t r a t i o n p r o b e s b y r e d a g e n t s a r e a m p l e e v i d e n c e t h a t o u r n o r t h e r n n e i g h b o r s h a v e
any th ing bu t peacefu l in ten t ions . Everywhere we toured th is spr ing we saw v i r tua l l y
a l l y o u n g m e n i n h o m e g u a r d t r a i n i n g . M i l i t a r y s u p p l i e s a r e d i s t r i b u t e d , h e l i c o p t e r
p a d s b u i l t o n m o u n t a i n - t o p s , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s i n s t a l l e d , a n d a l l i s i n r e a d i n e s s Ye t
t h e t h r e a t b e c o m e s a l a r m i n g l y r e a l , w h e n a w e e k a g o a 3 - m a n i n fi l t r a t i o n t e a m l a n d e d
(and were kil led) only a few hundred yards from a church where we paid a brief informal
v i s i t t h i s s p r i n g .

S i n c e r e l y
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Rev. and Mrs , Joe B . Hoppe r
Presby ter ian Miss ion
Whasan Dong, Chunju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a
February 9, 1970

D e a r F r i e n d s :

The Lunar New Year holidays and consequent lull in normal work gives opportunity
to report the work of the past year and the prospects of the new.

It was a good year for rural evangelism. Records of the number of examinations
held for church membership since 195A show that in 1969 we held more (total 368) than
in any year since 1957, although we were in charge of fewer churches. Of these 132
were baptisms on profession of faith, and the rest largely catechumens. This indicates
continued steady growth in rural churches, for which we are most grateful to the Lord
of the Harvest. During the year five brand new rural churches were started in the same
a r e a .

The committee organized last year to start new churches in Chonju City has purchased
one excellent piece of land with gifts from various sources, and will begin the church
there next month. This movement has sparked an interest in starting city churches which
already promises that two others will shortly be begun. Our interest in rural evangelism
compels us to be concerned about urban church development in view of the rapid influx of
country people into the cities. Industrial and housing areas are developing rapidly and
centers for worship and evangelism are urgently needed. Land prices multiply so fast
that the appeal is made to missionaries to secure the land and allow local Christians
to start the churches, and we try to give as favorable response as financial resources

w i l l a l l o w .

Our missionary task is lightened and our role shifted by increasing numbers of
Korean ordained ministers in rural areas. In the local Presbytery the number of ministers
has nearly doubled in the last few years. This provides far better leadership and is
evidence of progress toward self-support. Yet scores of small village churches continue
to suffer because of migration of the best young members to the cities and resulting
f a m i n e o f l e a d e r s h i p .

Our magazine for church leaders, Pok-twen Malsum ("Words of blessing") was
published monthly and sent to all our churches, where it is well received. My contri
bution was serving as business manager and general consultant to the editor, and con
tinuing a series of articles in practical pastoral theology. Our editor. Rev. Ki-chul
Lee, has received a Board of World Missions Scholarship for a year of study in America
beginning in May, and we trust this will fit him even better for continuing his fine
w o r k .

After living next door to the Presbyterian Medical Center for over 20 years, I
finally became a patient there in early December. A Korean and Missionary surgical
team operated on my back to remove a ruptured disk and after a period of rest I have
completely recovered. It is a blessing to have this experience in a Christian insti
tution where all in attendance were first-rate professionally and gave active expression
to their commitment to the Great Physician. Among innumerable kindnesses received was
the visit of a pastor and two of his elders who made a three-hour bus trip from a dis
tant church for this purpose. The high-point was Sunday, when all normal hospital work
ceased, but there were visits by choirs: a group of nurses singing "Saviour Like a
Shepherd Lead Me" early in the morning, young people from a city church at noon singing,
"My Jesus As Thou Wilt," and a quartet of the hospital staff in the evening singing
(among others) "0 God the Rock of Ages." Surely such messages in song must deeply
impress everyone, especially non—Christian patients, that there is something immeasurably
"d i f fe ren t " about the "Jesus Hosp i ta l " as i t i s known in Korean.
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In addition to travelling to visit rural churches. Dot has been busy with other
duties. These include regular visiting in the hospital and among women prisoners in
the penitentiary, weekly visits at a local orphanage along with about a half-dozen
church women, holding a class in Western cooking in our kitchen under auspices of the
local YWCA, working with the Women of the Church organization, and teaching some private
E n g l i s h l e s s o n s .

Daughter Alice teaches in Atlanta but wrote last week that she has been appointed
by the Board of World Missions as a teacher of missionary children (located at Kw^gju)
beginning this fall. Barron is in the army and in training at Fort Gordon, Georgia,
David is a sophomore at King College and Margaret in the 10th grade in Taejon. We are
kept busy keeping up with their whereabouts and writing to them.

Please pray for Korea and the Lord's work in this land.

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .



Rev. and Mrs . Joe B . Hopper
Presbyterian Mission, 149 VJha San Dong
Chon ju , Chu l la Puk -do , Korea , 520
J u n e 9 , 1 9 7 0

D e a r f r i e n d s - w h o - k e e p - u s - o u t - h e r e ,

We cont inue to thank God for your fa i thfu l
giving through our Board of VJorld Missions,
which though wi thout fanfare suppl ies the budget
fo r our work and the suppor t fo r us ind iv idua l ly.
W e t r u s t t h a t y o u r r e a l i z i n g t h a t y o u h a v e a
part in hold ing for th the VJord of L i fe to those
hungry fo r i t and respons i ve to i t w i l l a t t imes
warm your hear t . I t does ours . And th is month
in th is 20th year ann iversary o f the outbreak
of the Korean War, again we thank God that South
K o r e a s t i l l r e m a i n s a f r e e c o u n t r y . W e g o a b o u t
ou r bus iness week by week unde r t he know ledge
tha t th is p recar ious s i tua t ion may not a lways
r e m a i n a s p e a c e f u l , s o w e a s k G o d t o g u i d e u s
in the use of our t ine and our presentat ion of
the message that "' l ighteth every man that coraeth
i n to t he wo r l d . " We a re g ra te fu l f o r t he p re
sence of the Amer ican mi l i tary a longside of the
K o r e a n f o r c e s .

W e c o n s t a n t l y a r e a m a z e d a t t h e v a r i o u s
economic improvements taking place in Korea:
t h e n e w f a c t o r i e s i n o u r c i t y, t h e n e t w o r k o f

super-highways projected for this country v/hich still has so many ox-carts. We watch
Koreans v/hiz by in the new taxis, see the better-dressed children even way out in the tiny
villages, rejoice at each new rural school and cement bridge which is built. Pray with us
for the Lord's leading by His Holy Spirit that the Korean Church may awake, be less in
grown and complacent in its local congregations, but ever reach outward in a widening
c i r c l e o f f e l l o w s h i p t o b r i n g l o s t s i n n e r s t o J e s u s C h r i s t .

W e e k e n d b e f o r e l a s t J o e a n d I w i t h o u r t r a i l e r v i s i t e d t h r e e c h u r c h e s . A l i t t l e o f
t h e n o v e l t y o f t h e t r a i l e r h a s w o r n
o f f , a n d c h i l d r e n d o n o t p o u n d o n
i t or t i ry shaking i t as much. Yet
s t i l l i n s o m e p l a c e s I c o n d u c t t h e
s tandard " tour, " a l low ing 5 persons
i n a t a t i m e t o p u n c h t h e f o a m -
r u b b e r m a t t r e s s , a d m i r e t h e s i n k
w i t h i t s r u n n i n g v r a t e r , m a r v e l a t
t h e 3 p r o p a n e g a s b u r n e r s o f t h e
s t o v e . . . T h i s p a s t S u n d a y , w i t h
15-year old Margaret back from
K o r e a C h r i s t i a n A c a d e m y f o r v a c a
t i o n , w e d r o v e a n h o u r a n d a h a l f
t o a n o t h e r c h u r c h J o e o v e r s e e s .
W h i l e J o e e x a m i n e d t h e 3 c a t e c h u m e n s
a n d o n e y o u n g l a d y r e a d y f o r b a p
t i s m , I l e d a s e r v i c e w i t h m y fl a n -
n e l g r a p h p i c t u r e s f o r t h e c h i l d r e n
a n d g r a n d m o t h e r s . T h e o n l y

C h r i s t i a n e l d e r s h o w i n g s o m e o f h i s s i l k w o r m s



Making orphanage toys in Hopper dining room

l e a d e r s h i p i n t h a t c h u r c h c o n s i s t s
of two deacons, one more talented
than t he o the r, and one young man
w h o c o m e s i n t o t h e m e n ' s B i b l e
S c h o o l h e r e d u r i n g t h e w e e k . J o e
says he is a br ight boy. In th ink ing
of our country churches I o f ten re
member,"he v7il l not break a bruised
reed or quench a smoldering wick."
T h e f a c t r e m a i n s , n e w s o u l s a r e b e i n g
constantly brought into Christ's
Kingdom through these t iny churches
w i t h t h e i r o f t e n p i t i f u l l e a d e r s h i p .

Margaret went with me this
m o r n i n g o u t t o a l o c a l o r p h a n a g e
w h e r e K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n w o m e n ,
sponsored by the YWCA, have been
going Tuesday mornings to play
w i t h t h e c h i l d r e n a n d g i v e t h e m
s o m e o f t h e t e n d e r - l o v i n g - c a r e t h e
s ta f f canno t g i ve . They he lped
s e v ; a n d s t u f f m o r e t h a n 8 0 c u t e

stuffed animals which last Tuesday we gave to the little ones...This afternoon Margaret is
making raised doughnuts for a goodbye picnic and swimming party tomorrow for our station s
two high school graduates. One will enter Davidson College and the other St. Andrews in
t h e f a l l .

Joe left by train for Seoul yesterday to take a flight to Cheju-do this morning.
Cheju-do is the largest island off South Korea. Along with the couple of missionaries and
committee members appointed by the Cheju Korean Presbytery Joe is helping make plans for
fu tu re Chr i s t i an work on tha t beau t i f u l i s l and , famous fo r i t s w i l d ho rses , w inds , s tone
wal ls of vo lcanic rock, and d iv ing g i r ls who go down for pear ls .

Rev. Lee Ki Chul, co-editor with Joe of the Pck>twen Malsum Magazine X'Jill be
attending Columbia Seminary, Decatur, for a year to better prepare him for the work he
does for Korean lay leadership. VJe thank you and the Board of World Missions for pro
v id ing funds fo r h i s scho la rsh ip s tudy.

Recently Joe spent Mon. to Wed. at our nearest American airbase, holding services
for the men at the request of the dedicated chaplain. In spite of several alerts and
drills, the last night 4 men came forward indicating they had come to Christ.

Sometime in August our Alice will come to Korea, having volunteered to teach missionary
children in Kwangju for two years. Meedless to say, it will be a great joy for us to have
her just 70 miles away in distance (3 hrs. in time). Worth Avenue Presbyterian Church,
Atlanta (which has been her church home for the past two years), will have part of her
support. And it pleases us that the Decatur Presbyterian Church (one of our own supporting
churches) has also requested part of her support. Her address, and our son David's for
the summer will be: Box 64, Montreat, N.C., 23757. David has completed two years at King
College and has a job at Assembly Inn, Montreat for the summer... Barron is at Ft.Carson,
Colorado, in that beautiful state of high mountains. His address is: Pfc. Joseph Hopper,
546 -72 - 6245, 148th MP Co., Ft. Carson, Colorado, 80913.

C o r d i a l l y ,



Rev. and Mrs . Joe B . Hoppe r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
149 Wha San Dong
Chunju, Chulla Pukdo, KOREA 520
November 19, 1970

D e a r F r i e n d s *

Greetings from Chunju! The Hoppers are well , and as usual are scattered in many
places. It is wonderful to have Alice back in Korea. She teaches missionary children
in Kwangju and we have frequent visits and phone calls. Barron is in the U.S.Army at
Fort Carson, Colo., and David is a junior at King College. Margaret is in 10th grade
at Korea Christ ian Academy in Taejon. Dot and I cont inue our rural work as usual.

M iss ionar ies a re somet imes c r i t i c i zed fo r g iv ing g low ing repor ts o f successes
wh i le omi t t i ng accoun ts o f fa i l u res and d iscouragements . Admi t ted ly some evange l i s t i c
e f f o r t s o r Ch r i s t i an se r v i ce p ro j ec t s s imp l y f a i l ou t r i gh t o r have t o be sus ta i ned f o r
years before fulfil l ing their init ial promise of success. But the success stories are
the encouraging "shot in the arm" to uphold and cheer our task and i t is r ight that we
share our happiness over them. "Church planting" is our calling, and harvest is a time
of re jo ic ing. Dur ing the past year we have noted the fo l lowing ev idence of the success
f u l i m p a c t o f t h e G o s p e l u p o n t h i s l a n d .

1. Namwon county is beautiful for its rugged mountains and crystal streams. It abounds
in pheasant and deer to attract missionary hunters like myself. The people are hospitable
and warm-hearted, giving a generous welcome to the missionary and his message so that it
is a relatively easy district in which to start churches. A large part of my time has
been spent there dur ing the past 20 years, and i t is my favor i te p lace to work. Dur ing
most of this t ime we have had only one ordained Korean pastor in the county seat, while
I had to take charge of a dozen or more rural churches in the area. Suddenly many of
these have begun to blossom and almost overnight we find 8 ordained pastors serving the
region as increasing numbers of churches come to full self-support. No longer is the
missionary needed here as before, though he still helps a few isolated difficult points.
This is what we have been working towards, i.e., a church and leadership strong enough
to carry the ball while the missionary sits and cheers in the grandstand or turns his
a t t e n t i o n s e l s e w h e r e .

2 . Chungoop county is the heav iest popula ted reg ion I now serve. I t has spac ious r ice
lands w i th a brand new i r r iga t ion sys tem guarantee ing su ffic ien t water regard less o f
ra in fa l l . Nex t year a paved expressway w i l l s l i ce th rough the midd le o f the county
bringing it closer to major markets and changing the patterns of agriculture and society

O l d f r i e n d s o f m o r e t h a n 2 0 y e a r s
I baptized young evangel ist 21 years ago.

N e w f r i e n d s i n a r u r a l v i l l a g e
Ty p i c a l o f a w a r m w e l c o m e



M o b i l e R u r a l E v a n g e l i s m

d r a s t i c a l l y . Ye t t h e c h u r c h e s h a v e o f t e n d i s c o u r a g e d u s , a n d m a n y s t i l l e x i s t w i t h l i t t l e
m o r e t h a n a n a m e a n d a d e l a p i d a t e d b u i l d i n g . B u t t h e y e a r h a s s h o w n r e m a r k a b l e s t r i d e s
forward. At Ta'en a new congregation has erected a fine new church on a prominent park
l i k e h i l l a n d g i v e s p r o m i s e o f s e r v i n g a s a c e n t e r t o s u r r o u n d i n g s m a l l r u r a l c h u r c h e s .
A t C h u n - w o n t h e o l d b u i l d i n g p u t u p d u r i n g t h e K o r e a n W a r c o l l a p s e d t h i s s p r i n g i n a w i n d
a n d r a i n s t o r m . B u t a l o c a l e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l t e a c h e r , a n e l d e r w h o f o r m e r l y s e r v e d i n
a M i s s i o n S c h o o l i n C h u n j u , h a s w i t h a l m o s t n o r e s o u r c e s b u i l t a n e w c h u r c h , c o m p l e t e l y
fi n i s h e d , a n d a d e q u a t e f o r t h e n e e d s o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . A t Ye w - j u n g - n i , t h e fi n e s t g r o u p
o f l a y m e n i n t h e P r e s b y t e r y h a v e b u i l t a c h u r c h t h a t s t a n d s g u a r d o v e r a v a s t e x p a n s e o f
f e r t i l e r i c e fi e l d s w i t h a h e a v y c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n . T h e C h u r c h o f G o d d o e s n o t
c o n s i s t o f b u i l d i n g s , b u t t h e y a r e b y n o m e a n s n o n - e s s e n t i a l i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a c o m m u n i t y
o f d e d i c a t e d a n d t r a i n e d c i t i z e n s o f t h e K i n g d o m .

3. One man may be God's key agent for a whole territory. This has been evident in Kochang
county, most d istant of the areas we serve. Here the level of development in every re
spect is comparatively low, and the churches poor and small . Last year God sent an ener
get ic young minister to the county-seat church. As the only ordained minister among 18
churches, Mr. Ahn has h is hands fu l l . Yet he has near ly finished bui ld ing a badly needed
new sanctuary for h is own congregat ion, and is act ive ly engaged in nur tur ing a l l the others.
H e i s p a r t i c u l a r l y a d e p t a t g a t h e r i n g t h e u n o r d a i n e d l a y e v a n g e l i s t s s e r v i n g t h e s e r u r a l
c h u r c h e s f o r p e r i o d s o f f e l l o w s h i p , i n s p i r a t i o n , s t u d y a n d t r a i n i n g . A l r e a d y t h e c h u r c h e s
of Kochang have taken heart under the inspirat ion of a leader who is challenging them to
m o r e e f f e c t i v e w i t n e s s t o C h r i s t . M r . A h n w a s o n e o f s e v e r a l y o u n g p e o p l e I b a p t i z e d i n
Namwon about 15 years ago.

T h e m o s t d i s c o u r a g i n g f e a t u r e o f r u r a l e v a n g e l i s m i n K o r e a t o d a y i s t h e r a p i d
m ig ra t i on t o t he c i t i es (pa r t i cu la r l y Seou l ) o f t he young , t he s t rong , and the t a l en ted
from rural v i l lages. Church af ter church suffers because as many as 1/3 of i ts members
per year move away. This of ten makes sel f -support an i l lus ive goal , and yet these
c h u r c h e s a r e e s s e n t i a l i f 1 5 m i l l i o n r u r a l p e o p l e a r e t o h e a r t h e G o s p e l .

T h e K o r e a n C h u r c h l o o k s f o r w a r d t o c e l e b r a t i n g i t s 1 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y 1 5 y e a r s f r o m
now, and is p lann ing a ser ies o f th ree 3-year p lans in ce lebra t ion . The major goa l in
t h e fi r s t p l a n i s t o d o u b l e c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a n d . S u r e l y t h e r e c o u l d
b e n o b e t t e r w a y t o c e l e b r a t e a n a n n i v e r s a r y ! P r a y f o r t h e K o r e a n C h u r c h a n d f o r u s a s
w e w o r k t o w a r d t h i s g o a l .

Thank you for your support of the Lord's work here in Korea.
S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .



Rsv. & Mrs. Joe B. Hopper
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
Whasan Dong, Chunju
North Chulla; iCorea 520
May 1 , 1971

D e a r F r i e n d s :

A l i ce , Bar ron , Margare t

I ^ e n n e w s o f h i s

Some of you will want to know of
several significant events in the Hopper
family as they are matters on which our
attention has been focused in recent months.

First of al l , my father, Dr.
Joseph Hopper; died at the Presbyterian
Home in High Point on Feb. 20 at the age
of 78. He had been in the infirmary for a
year and a half. H^hile this is a matter
of personal sorrow at his loss, we all re-

dpifh fruitful ministry here in Korea and in the United States. >vnen news otdeath came we were greatly comforted by numerous Korean friends who came to express
f ^ w S L ^ h f p a r t i c u l a r l y a s a B i b l e t e a c h e ri r g o o r L a U h c o n t i n u e sMisfMLcare^ H T ̂ P r̂tment at the Presbyterian Home. Father's older sister,furto tho^r h°T''' A° ">l=^slonary to Korea, lives there too. We are thankful to those who have made this home available to these former missionaries.

m o n t h 1 f " a r » y s t a t i o n e d a t F t . C a r s o n , C o l o . , h a d a
h i r w i t r u s a e fi n ' " r w o n d e r f u l t o h a v eh ^ w f h f f s o o d p h e a s a n t h u n t s t o g e t h e r , a n dhe was able to meet many old friends both here and elsewhere in Korea. He expects to
leave the army this summer and resume his college education in the fall term.

n 1 IT Alice, our oldest daughter, is to be married in June in Atlanta to Mr Jack
inn cM?ri f̂ '̂ d̂ dale, Florida, where they will make their home. She has been teach-
USAF rterr" ?h 'fwaogjo this year, and met her fiance who was with thethe e a kw w"" her year of teaching before returning to the States atthe end of May. We are all highly pleased and look forward to the happy event.

T h e r e s t o f u s
p lan a sho r t f u r l ough th i s
s u m m e r , fl y i n g t o a n d f r o m
the United States by mis
s i o n a r y c h a r t e r fl i g h t s o n
June 21 (going) and Aug.31
(returning). We expect to
b e i n A t l a n t a f o r A l i c e ' s
wedding on June 26, making
our home a t M iss ion Haven
(Address: 207 Inraan Drive,
D e c a t u r , G a . 3 0 0 3 0 ) u n t i l
J u l y 1 5 a f t e r w h i c h w e w i l l
be in Montreat. We hope to
see many of you during our
s h o r t t i m e i n t h e S t a t e s ,

A p r i l 2 7 h a s s e e n
a n o t h e r p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c
t i on i n Ko rea , w i th the

Dot, Korean children, and Kimchi jars
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former pres ident winning another four year term by a c lear major i ty. One month la ter
members of the nat ional Assembly are to be elected. We pray that these events wi l l
br ing cont inued peace and prosper i ty to th is land as wel l as unhindered oppor tuni t ies
for proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to these people.

Dot and I cont inue our work with rural churches, v is i t ing them on scheduled
i t inerar ies every week-end. Many of them are extremely weak in numbers, leadership,
a n d fi n a n c i a l s t r e n g t h . I n s p i t e o f t h e s e d i f fi c u l t i e s , w e r e j o i c e t h a t t h e L o r d d o e s
establ ish them one by one. Last Saturday we v is i ted a l i t t le church begun about s ix
years ago and which has always seemed to struggle merely to exist. We were pleased
to find a new evangelist there, his vjife helping prepare dinner for us (with her 4-day
old baby asleep on the floor), an enthusiastic group of Christians, a neatly walled
little church building of which they are proud, and signs of prosperity in the little
village giving promise of a place of usefulness for the little church.

V/e thank God for your continued support, and ask your prayers for His work
i n K o r e a .

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .

J o e B . H o p p e r

Young blind man on day of baptism



Rev. and Mrs . Joe B . Hopper
Presbyterian iiisslon, 149 VJha San Dong
Chon ju , Chu l la Puk -do , Korea , 520
J u n e 9 , 1 9 7 0

D e a r f r i e n d s - w h o - k e e p - u s - o u t - h e r e .

We cont inue to thank God for your fa i thfu l
giv ing through our Board of World Missions,
which though wi thout fanfare suppl ies the budget
fo r our work and the suppor t fo r us ind iv idua l l y.
We t rust that your real iz ing that you have a
part in holding forth the Word of Life to those
hungry fo r i t and respons i ve to i t w i l l a t t imes
warm your hear t . I t does ours . And th is month
in th is 20 th year ann iversary o f the outbreak
of the Korean War, again we thank God that South
Korea s t i l l remains a f ree count ry. We go about
our bus iness v ;eek by i ^eek under the knowledge
tha t th is p recar ious s i tua t ion may not a lways
r e m a i n a s p e a c e f u l , s o w e a s k G o d t o g u i d e u s
i n t h e u s e o f o u r t i n e a n d o u r p r e s e n t a t i o n o f
the message that " l ighteth every man that cometh
i n to t he wo r l d . " We a re g ra te fu l f o r t he p re
s e n c e o f t h e A m e r i c a n m i l i t a r y a l o n g s i d e o f t h e
K o r e a n f o r c e s .

W e c o n s t a n t l y a r e a m a z e d a t t h e v a r i o u s
economic improvements taking place in Korea:
t h e n e w f a c t o r i e s i n o u r c i t y, t h e n e t w o r k o f
rh ich st i l l has so many ox-carts. We watch

Koreans whiz by in the new taxis, see the better-dressed children even way out in the tiny
villages, rejoice at each new rural school and cement bridge which is built. Pray with us
for the Lord's leading by His Holy Spirit that the Korean Church may awake, be less in-
grox^ and complacent in its local congregations, but ever reach outx-rard in a widening
c i rc le o f fe l l ox '7sh ip to b r ing los t s inners to Jesus Chr i s t .

W e e k e n d b e f o r e l a s t J o e a n d I w i t h o u r t r a i l e r v i s i t e d t h r e e c h u r c h e s . A l i t t l e o f
t h e n o v e l t y o f t h e t r a i l e r h a s w o r n
off , and chi ldren do not pound on
i t o r t ry shak ing i t as much. Yet
s t i l l i n s o m e p l a c e s I c o n d u c t t h e
standard "tour," al lox-zing 5 persons
i n a t a t i m e t o p u n c h t h e f o a m -
r u b b e r m a t t r e s s , a d m i r e t h e s i n k
w i t h i t s r u n n i n g w a t e r , m a r v e l a t
the 3 propane gas burners of the
s t o v e . . . T h i s p a s t S u n d a y , x ^ i t h
1 5 - y e a r o l d M a r g a r e t b a c k f r o m
K o r e a C h r i s t i a n A c a d e m y f o r v a c a
tion, x^e drove an hour and a half
t o a n o t h e r c h u r c h J o e o v e r s e e s .
W h i l e J o e e x a m i n e d t h e 3 c a t e c h u m e n s
a n d o n e y o u n g l a d y r e a d y f o r b a p
t i s m , I l e d a s e r v i c e " i t h m y fl a n -
n e l g r a p h p i c t u r e s f o r t h e c h i l d r e n
a n d g r a n d m o t h e r s . T h e o n l y

C h r i s t i a n e l d e r s h o w i n g s o m e o f h i s s i l k v / o r m s

A country deacon 's son. . .

s u p e r - h i g h w a y s p r o j e c t e d f o r t h i s c o u n t r y x - j



Making orphanage toys in Hopper dining room

l e a d e r s h i p i n t h a t c h u r c h c o n s i s t s
o f t w o d e a c o n s , o n e m o r e t a l e n t e d
t h a n t h e o t h e r, a n d o n e y o u n g m a n
w h o c o m e s i n t o t h e a i e n ' s B i b l e
S c h o o l h e r e d u r i n g t h e w e e k . J o e
says he is a br ight boy. In th ink ing
of our country churches I o f ten re
member, "he vjill not break a bruised
reed or quench a smoldering wick."
T h e f a c t r e m a i n s , n e w s o u l s a r e b e i n g
constantly brought into Christ's
Kingdom through these t iny churches
with their often pitiful leadership.

Margaret went with me this
' m o r n i n g o u t t o a l o c a l o r p h a n a g e

w h e r e K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n w o m e n ,
sponsored by the YWCA, have been
going Tuesday mornings to play
w i t h t h e c h i l d r e n a n d g i v e t h e m
s o m e o f t h e t e n d e r - l o v i n g - c a r e t h e
s ta f f canno t g i ve . They he l ped
s e w a n d s t u f f m o r e t h a n 8 0 c u t e

s tu f fed an imals wh ich las t Tuesday we gave to the l i t t le ones. . .Th is a f te rnoon Margare t is
making raised doughnuts for a goodbye picnic and swimming party tomorrow for our station's
two high school graduates. One will enter Davidson College and the other St. Andrews in
t h e f a l l .

Joe left by train for Seoul yesterday to take a flight to Cheju-do this morning.
Cheju-do is the largest island off South Korea. Along with the couple of missionaries and
committee members appointed by the Cheju Korean Presbytery Joe is helping make plans for
fu tu re Chr i s t i an work on tha t beau t i f u l i s l and , famous fo r i t s w i l d ho rses , w inds , s tone
wal ls of vo lcanic rock, and d iv ing g i r ls v ;ho go down for pear ls .

Rev. Lee Ki Chul, co-editor with Joe of the Pck-tv/en Malsum Magazine will be
attending Columbia Seminary, Decatur, for a year to better prepare him for the work he
does for Korean lay leadership. We thank you and the Board of World Missions for pro
v id ing funds fo r h i s scho la rsh ip s tudy.

Recently Joe spent Hon, to Wed. at our nearest American airbase, holding services
for the men at the request of the dedicated chaplain. In spite of several alerts and
drills, the last night 4 men came forward indicating they had come to Christ.

Sometime in August our Alice will come to Korea, having volunteered to teach missionary
children in Kwangju for two years. Needless to say, it will be a great joy for us to have
her just 70 miles away in distance (3 hrs. in time), Worth Avenue Presbyterian Church,
Atlanta (which has been her church home for the past two years), will have part of her
support. And it pleases us that the Decatur Presbyterian Church (one of our own supporting
churches) has also requested part of her support. Her address, and our son David's for
the summer will be: Box 64, Montreat, N.C., 23757. David has completed two years at King
College and has a job at Assembly Inn, Montreat for the summer... Barron is at Ft.Carson,
Colorado, in that beautiful state of high mountains. His address is: Pfc. Joseph Hopper,
546 -72 - 6245, 148th MP Co., Ft. Carson, Colorado, 80913.

C o r d i a l l y ,



R e v . a n d M r s . J o e B . H o p p e r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
149 Wha San Dong
Chonju, Chulla Puk-do, Korea 520
September 17 , 1971

D e a r f r i e n d s ,

Chal kata-wa-sayo! We went and we came! We've safely been and returned from our
summer furlough in the States, and our only regret is that we did not get to see more
of you. We were away from Chonju a total of two months and ten days, riding both ways
on chartered missionary fl ights which are cheaper for the Board.

The first big event on our agenda after reaching Mission Haven in Decatur, Gebrgia,
was our daughter Alice's wedding. Thanks to gracious friends there was a tupperware shower
for the bride, a bride's luncheon, a brunch on the wedding day, and a picnic time to
"unwind" after the wedding and reception. Many out-of-to^-m relatives and missionary
friends by their presence added joy. Jack was able to be in Atlanta a week prior to the
wedding and it was our special pleasure to get to know members of his family from Florida,
Georgia and Michigan. We are grateful for the Christian heritage of the family into which
Alice has married. At 4:00 P.M. June 26 Jack Dokter of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida took our
Alice as his bride in holy marriage in the sanctuary of the North Avenue Presbyterian
Church, Atlanta where she had been a member for two years prior to coming to Korea. Jack
very much likes his job with Florida Electric and Power Company. Both he and Alice sing
in the choir of Covenant Church, and have been asked to start and teach a couples' Sunday
School Class. During the summer Alice found real satisfaction in teaching Bible to some
of the young people at the Christian drug rehabilitation center run by members of her
church. Alice's and Jack's address is: 890 N.W. 39th St., Apt. 2, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
3 3 3 0 9 .

Barron was granted his "early out'" from the army a couple of weeks after climbing
Pike's Peak with a friend. He was able to join us for a few days in Montreat before we
drove him to Chapel Hill where he entered the University of Worth Carolina as a junior.
He is rooming in the home of an economics professor's widow, and letters indicate he is
off to a good start there at Chapel Hill. Since we returned to Korea we were interested
to learn from a Korean Ph.D. who once studied at U.N.C. that the Methodists sponsor a
Korean worship service at least once monthly. Perhaps Barron will have an opportunity to
go sometime and enjoy Korean fellowship as he did at a Korean Church service in Denver,
C o l o , d u r i n g h i s a r m y s e r v i c e n e a r
Co lo rado Sp r i ngs . I t p l eases
K o r e a n s i n t h e S t a t e s n o e n d t o
run across an Amer ican young man
who can really communicate with
t h e m i n t h e i r o w n t o n g u e .

F o l l o w i n g 2 1 / 2 w e e k s a t
D e c a t u r , o u r h e a d q u a r t e r s w a s
M o n t r e a t . J o e ' s M o t h e r l i v e d
with us, as did David who v/as one
of the bel lhops at Assembly Inn.
H e i s b a c k f o r h i s s e n i o r y e a r a t
King College, Bristol, Tenn. 37620.
We were happy for the number of
occas ions we had o f see ing my
Daddy, now 82.

Among the various Korean friends
who have come to our home to greet us Mr. and Mrs. Jack H. Dokter
s i n c e o u r r e t u r n t o K o r e a w a s t h e R e v .
Lee Ki Chul, editor of the Pok-Twen Malsum
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o r G o o d N e w s M a g a z i n e . H e s p e n t l a s t y e a r d o i n g g r a d u a t e w o r k a t C o l u m b i a S e m i n a r y,
a n d h a d r e t u r n e d t o K o r e a a w e e k b e f o r e w e l e f t f o r t h e S t a t e s . I t w a s h e a r t e n i n g t o
hear h is repor t o f h is summer ac t iv i t ies , espec ia l l y o f the oppor tun i t ies he had had
for Bible preaching and teaching in two large summer retreats, one with over 350
persons present . The household of fa i th out here is s t rengthened as Korean Chr is t ian
leaders, more adequately trained than before, pass on the Word of Li fe.

One Sunday Joe and I had the inspiration of Sunday School and church in beautiful
s tone Gai ther Chapel , Montreal . The next Sunday — thanks to t ravel in th is je t age —
w e w e r e b a c k h e r e a n d a t a K o r e a n c o u n t r y c h u r c h w h e r e m o r n i n g w o r s h i p i n v o l v e d o u r
s i t t ing on the wooden floor Korean s ty le . At 4 :30 P.M. that a f ternoon Joe preached
at the Engl ish worship serv ice to a smal l congregat ion of Amer icans, Canadians, I r ish,
K o r e a n s , p l u s a g u e s t f r o m N e w O r l e a n s .

We brought back with us much food for thought and various themes of inspiration from
our summer in the States. During the World Mission Conference some of the key speakers
were four Congo lese na t iona ls . As I l i s tened to the i r addresses in French , Tsh i luba o r
Lingala and then heard them smoothly translated into English, vocabulary which had lain
dormant s ince I le f t Congo so long ago was rev ived! I t is hear ten ing to th ink o f the
s t r i d e s f o r w a r d t h a t C h r i s t ' s w o r k h a s t a k e n i n A f r i c a i n s p i t e o f t h e p r o b l e m s t h e r e
in the last years...A Korea retired missionary reminded me, "We serve a Sovereign God."
She to ld me that a year ago, qui te d iscouraged by currents of s t r i fe wi th in our church,
she was reassured when she remembered one day that God is King...And then Dr. Gutzski
brought some powerful messages during the Bible Hour at the Presbyterian Evangelism
Conference, and the one which meant most to me was his last on Ezekiel 37:1-14: how
by the power of His Holy Spirit God can breathe life even into dead bones. Hence God's
Spirit can breathe life even into our homes lives, or our local congregations, or the
denomination of the Presbyterian Church, U.S Dr. L. Nelson Bell's Sunday School teach
ing was, as a lways, luc id and helpfu l .

Among highlights since our return have been: the 60th birthday celebration for the
minister of my Zion Church; the outdoor capping service of 29 more Christian nurses
which took place in the yard of what was for 17 years our home; the long jeep-trip to
Oombong to visit a little 89 year old Christian woman who wanted to see Joe ere she died.
When Joe got the telegram on Sat, he rearranged his weekend schedule in order for us to
go there Sunday. It is a bumpy 3 hr. ride each way; he preached at a church en route
but was not told till after the service that his friend went to her Lord at 10 P.M. Sat.
evening. She had for 40 years been a Christian and was a gay and zestful witness for
her Lord. Whenever Joe was in the area at her church or even one several miles off she
walked there to worship with him, and often to go along in the house-to-house visiting.
Many were the simple gifts she had with ceremonious bow presented to him: once four
roasted chestnuts; at other times a white hanky; at times 3 or four ten-won paper bills.
Her home was a grass-roofed hut but we know she has treasure in heaven.

Two young ladies who are both new missionaries for Chonju were present at our first
fall missionary prayer meeting, and how glad we are to have them here! Alma Grubbs re
minded us that in the verse about Christ's "yoke" being easy it is because God's yoke
for each of us is made individually to fit us. We feel that God's task for us in Korea
fi ts us . May yours be as sa t i s f y ing to you !

Y o u r m i s s i o n a r y



Rev. and Mrs . Joe Hoppe r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
149 Whasan Dong, Chunju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a 5 2 0
J a n u a r y 2 9 , 1 9 7 2

D e a r F r i e n d s :

T h i s y o u n g f r i e n d h a s a c q u i r e d p o s s e s s i o n o f
Dot's handbag, but she reminds us of how the Lord is
t a k i n g c a r e r i g h t n o w o f p e r h a p s t h e w e a k e s t c h u r c h
i n t h i s P r e s b y t e r y , T h e P a l t u k C h u r c h h a s s u f f e r e d
m a n y y e a r s f r o m l a c k o f a d e q u a t e l e a d e r s h i p a n d f u n d s
t o p r o v i d e a n e v a n g e l i s t f o r t h i s h e a v i l y p o p u l a t e d
a rea . Bu t t h i s ch i l d ' s f a the r has j us t moved he re to
w o r k i n t h e p o s t o f fi c e . H e a n d h i s w i f e a r e e a r n e s t
C h r i s t i a n s . A l t h o u g h t h e y h a d j u s t m o v e d i n t h e i r
f u r n i t u r e w h e n w e v i s i t e d l a s t f a l l , w e w e r e e n t e r
ta ined in the i r home fo r supper. A "pop" v i s i t a few
w e e k s a g o r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e m a n _ i s _ n o w h o l d i n g t h e
s e r v i c e s r e g u l a r l y a n d h a s h e l p e d p u r c h a s e a l i t t l e
"pump" organ. Attendance is improving. He may be
t h e o n e m a n t h e L o r d o f t e n u s e s t o e s t a b l i s h H i s
c h u r c h i n s u c h o u t - o f - t h e - w a y p l a c e s a s P a l t u k .

p a s t o r s a n d o t h e r c h u r c h l e a d e r s i n
t h e i r w o r k . T h i s m i n i s t r y i s h i g h l y
a p p r e c i a t e d b y h u n d r e d s o f t h e s e
l e a d e r s b u t n e e d s y o u r p r a y e r f u l
s u p p o r t i n t h e f a c e o f r i s i n g c o s t s
o f s u c h p r o d u c t i o n s .

The ox may be dumb but he knows
w h e n h i s p i c t u r e i s b e i n g t a k e n . A
h e a t h e n f u n e r a l i n t h e y a r d o f t h e
h o m e n e x t t o t h e c h u r c h i n d i c a t e d
t h a t o u t o f c o u r t e s y w e s h o u l d p o s t
p o n e s t a r t i n g s e r v i c e s a n h o u r o r s o .
H e r e D o t h a s g a t h e r e d s u c h c h i l d r e n
a s h a p p e n e d t o b e a r o u n d a n d i s t e l l
i n g a B i b l e s t o r y i n t h e y a r d o f t h e
h o m e o f t h e d e a c o n w h e r e w e w e r e

v i s i t i n g .

T h i s g r o u p h a d
l u n c h w i t h u s o n e

d a y l a s t f a l l . T h e
t w o K o r e a n m i n i s t e r s r e p r e s e n t t h e r i s i n g l e a d e r
s h i p i n t h e K o r e a n C h u r c h . R e v . L e e K i - c h u l
(r ight) has been my associate for over ten years

w h i l e s e r v i n g a s e d i t o r o f t h e P o k - t w e n M a l s u m
(Words of Blessing) Magazine. He had just re
t u r n e d f r o m a y e a r o f g r a d u a t e s t u d y a t C o l u m b i a
S e m i n a r y i n D e c a t u r, G a . R e v. Yo o n Yu h - k w o n w a s
h i s e x c e l l e n t " p i n c h - h i t t e r " d u r i n g t h a t t i m e .
H e h a d a fi v e - y e a r m i n i s t r y i n a l a r g e r u r a l
c h u r c h p r i o r t o t h i s , a n d n o w h a s r e t u r n e d t o t h e
p a s t o r a t e i n a n e i g h b o r i n g c i t y . P i c t u r e d h e r e
a t o u r h o m e ( w i t h t h e i r v j i v e s ) w a s t h e o c c a s i o n
o f a d i n n e r o f f a r e w e l l f o r M r . Y o o n a n d o f w e l
c o m e f o r M r. L e e . T h e m a g a z i n e t h e y h a v e s e r v e d
g o e s t o a l l o u r P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h e s t o a s s i s t
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Twenty-five years ago there was a fair ly strong church here, but North Korean
Communis ts k i l led prac t ica l ly every Chr is t ian in the v i l lage and the church has
been slow in making a comeback. Yet there are now three strong Christian couples
w h o a r e t h e n u c l e u s o f C h r i s t i a n w i t n e s s a t T u k - a m .

In addit ion to the rout ine work about which we have wri t ten you before,
there are always unusual and special opportuni t ies opening up. Here are a few
o f t h e m :

Preaching a few Sundays ago at the ROK Army 35th Reserve Division outside
Chun ju to 250 so ld ie rs packed in to the l i t t le chape l . The commanding o fficer, a
G e n e r a l a n d a C h r i s t i a n , w a s p r e s e n t .

P reach ing t o wo rke rs i n a l oca l c i ga re t t e f ac to r y du r i ng t he i r l unch -hou r. . .
part of the work of the industr ial evangel ist , a young woman employed by local
C h r i s t i a n s .

Preaching a Christmas sermon to women prisoners at the local penitent iary
where Dot and a Korean friend had been visiting and working once a week. Leading
o f fi c i a l s o f t h e p e n i t e n t i a r y a r e C h r i s t i a n s a n d e n c o u r a g e t h i s w o r k .

Preaching one n ight to a room fu l l o f teen-age g i r ls organized in to a "B ib le
Club" at a city-operated vocational school where such girls learn practical skills
r a t h e r t h a n d r i f t i n g i n t o l e s s w o r t h y p u r s u i t s .

Last, but not least! Remember that on February 20 you can make a special
over -and-above , unequa l i zed o f fe r ing fo r Wor ld M iss ions . Here i s the oppor tun i t y
y o u h a v e b e e n w a i t i n g f o r ! N o w y o u c a n m a k e p o s s i b l e t h e s e n d i n g f o r t h o f n e w
m e s s e n g e r s o f t h e G o s p e l , a n d u n d e r g i r d a l l t h e w o r k o f w h i c h I h a v e d e s c r i b e d
b u t a f r a c t i o n i n t h i s l e t t e r .

W e h e a r A m e r i c a n d o l l a r s h a v e b e e n d e v a l u e d . T h i s m e a n s y o u o u g h t t o b e
able to afford to give more of them. That may be economic nonsense, but it means
cents (and dol lars) when offered for the most important work in the world!

Remember: February 20 is the day you can do your part in a big way for
W o r l d M i s s i o n s i n o r d e r t o f u l fi l l t h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n o f o u r L o r d .

C o r d i a l l y y o u r s .



Rev. and Mrs . Joe B , Hoppe r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
149 Wha San Dong
Chonju, Chulla Puk-do, Korea 520

May 29, 1972

D e a r f r i e n d s ,

L a s t w e e k e n d a s p r i n g b r o k e
o n t h e t r a v e l - t r a i l e r , a n d t o d a y
a whee l came o f f . We had to pa rk
i t b e s i d e t h e r o a d i n f r o n t o f a

grass-roofed hut and ask the
m o t h e r l i v i n g t h e r e t o k e e p a n
eye on i t . Joe has gone back
w i t h t h e s p a r e t i r e a n d h e l p t o
b r i n g i t s l o w l y i n t o C h o n j u .
W e t h a n k G o d f o r s a f e t y a n d
bright weather during all except J"®' accompanied by Bible woman, holding examina-one day of this spring itinera- tions of new Christians in country church,
t i o n s e a s o n . W e ' v e v i s i t e d 2 4
churches and have four more to go but they' l l just be day tr ips. Sacraments were held
and new Christians brought into the fellowship of Christ's body the Church "out of dark
ness in to H is marve lous l i gh t . "

Mr. Wan Kyu Pak, Joe's current assistant, is a Vietnam veteran wi th five years
exper ience as evange l i s t i n a sma l l coas ta l v i l l age . H is ready laugh te r and qu ick g r ip
o f t h e s i t u a t i o n s i n t h e l i t t l e c h u r c h e s h a v e b e e n a r e a l h e l p . B o t h t h e c h i l d r e n a n d
I have learned f rom him in the ch i ldren 's serv ices. For th is go-round I had worked up
pictures and talk on half-a-dozen of Jesus' parables plus a quick survey from the Last
Supper to the Ascension. Mr. Pak and I team-taught, with him teaching part of the time,
and I part. Obviously his Korean accent and language are better than mine, but ray draw
ing power in getting new youngsters to the services (because I am an American and differ
ent ) i s g reater than h is . . . . The serv ice a t S in-chon las t even ing was one I w ish you
c o u l d h a v e s h a r e d : t h e s i l e n c e p r i o r t o p r a y e r ; t h e u p t u r n e d f a c e s o f t h e p r e t t y l i t t l e
country gir ls and solemn boys as they rapt ly l is tened to Mr. Pak ta lk ing about the sower
of the Word going out to sow His seed. Two wispy-bearded gentlemen sitt ing at the back
of the boys' s ide seemed just as enthral led as the chi ldren by the stor ies of the Good
Shepherd, the lost sheep, the prodigal son and Loving Father. I must admit that in Pak's
e n t h u s i a s t i c t e l l i n g t h e " f a r c o u n t r y " t u r n e d i n t o t h e c i t y o f S e o u l ! Ye t w h a t i s t r u e r
in Korea today than los t sons go ing to tha t b ig c i ty. . . . How happy an occas ion la ter
w h e n fi v e c a t e c h u m e n t e e n - a g e r s s t o o d u p t o c o n f e s s t h e i r f a i t h i n C h r i s t , a n d t h e n J o e
b a p t i z e d t e n o t h e r t e e n - a g e r s .

I n t h e S t a t e s l a s t s u m m e r a B o a r d m e m b e r w a n t e d t o k n o w w h y a l l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
l e t t e r s w e r e s o f u l l o f g l a d n e s s a n d l i g h t , n e v e r t e l l i n g o f m i s s i o n a r y p r o b l e m s . F o r
one thing, Korean problems are so complex you'd hardly know vjhat vje were talking about...
but our problems more and more are getting to be the same as yours: in large Korean
c i t ies d rug t ra ffic i s acce le ra t ing . I am d is t ressed by the amount o f d runkenness and
alchol ism among older men in the country. Vi l lages have thatch-roofed wine houses f rom

w h i c h w i n e i s d i s p e n s e d . I f w e
C h r i s t i a n s w o u l d t r a v e l b y b i k e
s p r e a d i n g t h e Wo r d o f G o d a s t h o r
o u g h l y a s t h e r i c e - w i n e s a l e s m e n
d o w i n e o u t h e r e , t h i n g s w o u l d b e
d i f f e r e n t . O t h e r p r o b l e m s a r e :
l a c k o f m a t u r e C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r s
o n a l l l e v e l s o f t h e c h u r c h ' s
l i f e ; t r o u b l e a n d q u a r r e l i n g t h a t
t h e D e v i l s t i r s u p b e t w e e n C h r i s
t i a n s v j h i c h " t u r n s o f f " n o n - b e
l i e v e r s a n d t h e w e a k n e w C h r i s t i a n s ;

r e j e c t i o n o f C h r i s t b y t h o s e i n
o c u l a t e d a g a i n s t t h e c h u r c h b e c a u s e
o f e x p o s u r e t o n o n - C h r i s t i a n a c t i o n s
o f s u p p o s e d C h r i s t i a n s ; g e t t i n g
K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n s t o w o r k f o r H i s

g l o r y i n h a r m o n y.



D o t r e a d i n g G o s p e l t r a c t w i t h g i r l s w h i l e
a w a i t i n g c h u r c h - t i m e .

T r i b u t e t o a B a r b e r

Yo u a r e a s l i g h t ,
Y o u a r e a s s a l t
To y o u r i s o l a t e d p l a t e a u m o u n t a i n

v i l l a g e .
W i t h i t s m a j e s t i c p e a k s .
I t s w e l l - k n o w n w a t e r f a l l .

T h e b o y s a n d g i r l s l o o k u p t o y o u .
N o t j u s t f o r t h e b a r b e r i n g y o u d o ,
N o t o n l y f o r t h e h a p p y
C o m m u n i t y - g a t h e r i n g p l a c e y o u r b a r b e r

shop
H a s p r o v e d t o b e . . .
T h e y a d m i r e y o u a s t h e i r l e a d e r ,

t h e i r t e a c h e r .
A t t h i s t i m e , t h o u g h o n l y t w e n t y - fi v e

y e a r s o l d .
Yo u a r e t h e r o c k u p o n w h i c h
C h r i s t J e s u s t h e i r L o r d h a s f o u n d e d
H i s C h u r c h , H i s B o d y
I n t h i s r e m o t e p l a c e .

S p i n n i n g a w a y h e r e x i s t e n c e — l e t ' s t e l l
a b o u t t h e S a v i o r , J e s u s C h r i s t !

I n some p l aces
"Like a mighty army moves the Church

o f G o d , "
B u t n o t h e r e , n o t i n C h i - s a n g .
N o , h e r e i s o n l y a c o m m u n i t y o f l o s t

sheep
And, oh how many lost lambs.
L i v i n g i n t h e i r s t u r d y t h a t c h - r o o f e d

v i l l a g e
N e a r n e c e s s a r y r i c e - p a d d i e s .

You, young barber, are the young
Under Shepherd of Christ 's sheep.
Yo u a r e b r i n g i n g t h e m t o H i s c a r e .
N o u r i s h i n g t h e m f o r H i m .

Yo u r H e a v e n l y F a t h e r k n o w s a n d c a r e s
A b o u t y o u r u p - h i l l - w o r k .
Yo u r t e a c h i n g c h i l d r e n .
C o n v e r t i n g f r i e n d s .
M a y H e b l e s s y o u . We d o !

— D o r o t h y H o p p e r

Our biggest personal news is that David graduated from King Col lege, Br istol , Tenn.
last weekend and hopes to visit us out here this summer. He has been accepted at Univ.
o f N.C. Med. Schoo l fo r th is fa l l , and fo r tha t we pra ise the Lord . . .Bar ron is n igh t desk
clerk at Assembly Inn, Montreal this summer, so some of you may see him.... Alice and
Jack Dokter plan to attend the PEF Conference at Montreal, all the way up from Ft. Lauder
d a l e , s o y o u w h o k n e w h e r w a t c h f o r h e r.

Among some of the Lord's benefits that we forget not are: giving by Decatur Church
a n d o t h e r s t h r o u g h a p p r o v e d s p e c i a l a s k i n g s t o h e l p s u b s i d i z e t h e G o o d N e w s M a g a z i n e
(a real answer to prayer) ; and the t ravel - t ra i ler f rom the Men's Bib le Class of Covenant
Church, Charlotte. I conduct tours of up to five persons at a time through it, usually
at night following service so we are not mobbed. Wish you could have heard the unbe
lieving exclamations of five grannies the other day as they marvelled at our running

. w a t e r !

Yo u r m i s s i o n a r y .



R e v, a n d H r s . J o e B . h o p p e r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
Whasan Dong, Chunju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a 5 2 0
November 23, 1972

D e a r F r i e n d s :

T h i s i s T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y, a n d a g a i n w e
give thanks for God's blessings to us personally A.
a n d t o H i s w o r k h e r e i n K o r e a . P e r h a p s w e m a y b e
mos t g ra te fu l o f a l l f o r be ing pe rm i t t ed t o b r i ng
the Gospel message to the people of th is land, r
k n o w i n g t h a t r e c e n t e v e n t s c a s t a s h a d o w o v e r

S t a r t i n g n e w c h u r c h e s o n e o f o u r
greatest joys. This year one such church has
b e e n b e g u n a t C h o n g - s a l - l i , 2 5 m i l e s a w a y . I n ^
t h i s v i l l a g e t h e r e i s a s m a l l h y d r o - e l e c t r i c ^ '
p o w e r s t a t i o n , a n d t h e m a n a g e r h a s t a k e n t h e ^
l e a d i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e C h u r c h . H e w a s r a i s e d
by a Christian mother, attended Sunday School as V
a boy, but had never been bapt ized unt i l th is year
w h e n h e h a s a l s o b u i l t t h i s c h u r c h . H e a n d s e v e r a l O u r M a r g a r e t a n d c o u s i n
C h r i s t i a n s e m p l o y e d i n h i s p l a n t h a v e m a t c h e d a C h a r l o t t e B r o w n o f S e o u l
m e m o r i a l g i f t f r o m A m e r i c a a n d h a v e e r e c t e d a b e a u
t i f u l l i t t l e c h u r c h o n t h e s i d e o f a h i l l , w i t h t h e s t r e a m o f w a t e r w h i c h h a s j u s t t u r n e d
the turbines separat ing the church from the vi l lage. A Bible woman from Seoul has charged
o f t h e w o r k , a n d a g o o d a t t e n d a n c e i s b u i l d i n g u p f r o m t h r e e o r f o u r v i l l a g e s i n t h e v i
c i n i t y .

A t N a m w o n , 4 0 m i l e s t o t h e s o u t h , w e s t a r t e d a c h u r c h 2 0 y e a r s a g o w h i c h n o w
serves not only that city but the whole surrounding area. It is known as the "East-north"
church , bu t there i s no church a t a l l on the oppos i te end o f the c i ty. The g i f t o f a
business man friend has enabled us to purchase a plot where a sign-post proclaims that the
"West-south" church wi l l be bu i l t next spr ing. (Note: even naming the po in ts o f the com
pass are "backward" in the Orient!) The pastor of the older church is encouraging about
1 / 4 o f h i s m e m b e r s t o b e c o m e c h a r t e r m e m b e r s o f t h e n e v ? c h u r c h w h i c h h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n e x
pects to bui ld next year. By coloniz ing in th is way, we hope and pray that soon there
w i l l b e a n o t h e r c h u r c h i n t h i s g r o w i n g c i t y .

D o t a n d v i l l a g e f r i e n d s J o e a n d E v a n g e l i s t i c C o m m i t t e e
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W e h a v e c o n t i n u e d o u r u s u a l p r o g r a m o f i t i n e r a t i o n a m o n g r u r a l c h u r c h e s
t h i s f a l l . I n s t e a d o f e m p l o y i n g a s e m i n a r y g r a d u a t e a s s i s t a n t , I h a v e u s e d a n
unordained evangel ist already working in each area to work with us during the t ime
w e v i s i t t h e c h u r c h e s o f t h a t a r e a a s s i g n e d t o u s . T h i s h a s n o t o n l y g i v e n u s
fresh help to work with, but also given these men an insight into needs of churches
o t h e r t h a n t h e i r o w n . D o t c o n t i n u e s t h e s e i t i n e r a t i n g t r i p s w i t h m e , a n d a l s o h e r
w o r k w i t h c h i l d r e n o f a n e a r b y o r p h a n a g e , w i t h t h e w o m e n p r i s o n e r s o f t h e p e n i t e n
t i a r y, v i s i t i n g p a t i e n t s i n o u r h o s p i t a l , a n d w o r k i n g w i t h t h e P r e s b y t e r i a l o r g a n i z a
t i o n .

T h e t w o P r e s b y t e r i e s w i t h w h i c h I w o r k h a v e r e o r g a n i z e d t h e i r e v a n g e l i s t i c
c o m m i t t e e s t h i s y e a r a n d b o t h a r e e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y m a k i n g n e w p l a n s . I n C h u n s u h P r e s
b y t e r y I t o o k t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m i t t e e i n m y L a n d R o v e r t o v i s i t a l l 5 5 c h u r c h e s ,
tak ing a st renuous 6 days to do so. Plans are in the works to get a l l on sel f -support
a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e i n o r d e r t o r e l e a s e f u n d s t o s t a r t n e w c h u r c h e s . C h u n p u k P r e s l s y -
t e r y e v a n g e l i s t i c c o m m i t t e e i s s u c c e s s f u l l y r a i s i n g f u n d s t o s t a r t n e w p r o j e c t s f o r
w h i c h t h e y f o r m e r l y d e p e n d e d u p o n o u t s i d e h e l p . T h e y h a v e a r r a n g e d f o r a l l 1 2 0 c h u r c h e s
o f t h e P r e s b y t e r y t o h a v e e v a n g e l i s t i c s e r v i c e s t h i s w i n t e r , l e d b y p a s t o r s r e s i d i n g
i n t h e P r e s b y t e r y .

F o r b e t t e r o r f o r w o r s e t h i s n a t i o n h a s j u s t a p p r o v e d a n e w c o n s t i t u t i o n
g rea t l y inc reas ing the powers o f the execu t i ve w i th the s ta ted ob jec t i ve o f un i f y ing
the country. The church and i ts leaders need your prayers especia l ly in an era when
some of i ts pr iv i leges may be curta i led and resistance may inv i te condi t ions demanding
fa i th and courage in defense of thei r Chr is t ian commitment .

As Christmas approaches, we pray that it may be a season of great joy and
happiness as we remember again how the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Since it
w i l l no t be poss ib le to send ind iv idua l g ree t ings to a l l our f r iends , we take th is means
t o e x t e n d t o y o u o u r C h r i s t m a s g r e e t i n g s .

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .



A t H o m e , A p r i l 1 3 , 1 9 7 3

D e a r f r i e n d s .

R e v . a n d M r s . J o e B . H o p p e r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
1 A 9 S a n D o n g
Chunju,520, Chulla Pukdo, Korea

Barbe r -deacon , 93 y r. l ady and Do t v i s i t i ng

"She is 93 years old!" they proud
ly told me, as the deacon-barber led
our v is i ts through 3 v i l lages among
b e a u t i f u l m o u n t a i n s . . . " 9 3 ! " I t h o u g h t ,
" t h a t m e a n s s h e h a s b e e n l i v i n g h e r e
s i n c e b e f o r e t h e fi r s t P r o t e s t a n t m i s
s ionar ies came to Korea in 1890. " . . . .
I t r i e d t o t a l k w i t h h e r , b u t s h e w a s
deaf and waved me away...How terrible
to l ive for 93 years wi thout the sav
iour V lhora we need every hour. How p i t
i f u l t o f a c e e t e r n i t y w i t h o u t H i s
saving grace. His r ighteousness to
c l o t h e o n e . . . .

Joe v;as asked to pray for a sick
boy, and we found the lad of 12 in a
c o m a w i t h h i s d i s t r e s s e d g r a n d m o t h e r
and mother s i t t ing on the floor near
him. The mother appeared to have a bad tumor on her neck. He prayed for the unconscious

student's healing, if it was God's
will, and also gave money to have a
t a x i t a k e h i m t h e b u m p y h o u r a n d a
h a l f r i d e t o t h e n e a r e s t h o s p i t a l ,
i f they thought he could stand the
t r i p . . . S u c h h e a r t b r e a k i n g s i t u a t i o n s
make us very grateful indeed for the
o u t - r e a c h o f o u r J e s u s H o s p i t a l i n t o
t h e r u r a l a r e a s w i t h t h e i r p u b l i c
health work and teaching. But they
know and we know t ha t a l l t hey can do
is but a drop in the bucket against
the needs of so many of these rural
K o r e a n s w h o a r e b o r n , l i v e , a n d d i e
never having seen a doctor. Your
gifts (as in the Easter offering)
help reach out in compassion to do
c h a r i t y - h e a l i n g .

J o e ' s n e w a s s i s t a n t , M r . Yo u n g - r a o k
A h n l i v e s o n t h e o u t s k i r t s o f t h e
c i t y l i m i t s . We h o p e h e w i l l b e i n

strumental in starting a new city church. We enjoy his keen mind and the questions he
raises for discussion as we bounce out to our rural weekend appointments, usually at three
c h u r c h e s . H e l e a d s t h e s i n g i n g f o r t h e
c h i l d r e n a n d t e a m - t e a c h e s w i t h m e . A t
o n e c h u r c h ( i n a l e p e r v i l l a g e ) w e
only had 30 youngsters; but Saturday
evening we had 250 elementary school
chi ldren, and a near-r iot , as we gave
out the ye l low pr in ted sheets o f
Scripture to be pasted on their walls
a n d m e m o r i z e d . M y p i c t u r e s a n d
stor ies th is spr ing are based on the
l i f e o f P a u l . . . I n c i d e n t a l l y , a n y o f
you who care to mai l me picture-ro l ls
or Bible story pictures of 12 by 17
inches or larger can know they'll be
put to good use.

Some of you real ize that Dr. G.T.
B r o T ' j n w h o h a s b e e n e l e c t e d D i r e c t o r
o f t h e D i v i s i o n o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l
M i s s i o n i n t h e n e w s t r u c t u r e o f t h e
Presbyter ian Church is our bro ther -
i n - l a w . ( H i s p r e t t y r e d - h a i r e d v j i f e

W i t h i n m a t e s o f c i t y i n d i g e n t h o m e
t o w h i c h m i s s i o n a r i e s s e n t 2 4 q u i l t s

Joe speaking about the Lord Jesus Christ during
h o u s e - t o - h o u s e v i s i t a t i o n i n t h e O o m b o n g a r e a .



' fi . '

F i r s t o f o n l y t v 7 0 b e p t i z e d
C h r i s t i a n s i n P u a n fi s h i n g v i l l a g e .

M a r d i a i s J o e ' s s i s t e r . ) P l e a s e j o i n
us in praying that the Lord's Holy
Spirit may really guide Toramy as he
t r i e s t o f o c u s t h e e y e s o f o u r d e
n o m i n a t i o n o n s o m e o f t h e h o r i z o n s o f
g reates t need for Chr is t the Sav iour
in *73. May we be inspired to g ive
t h e l i v e s o f o u r y o u n g f o l k s a n d o u r
r e s o u r c e s t o h e l p H i s K i n g d o m c o m e .

Our Margaret fin ishes h igh
s c h o o l a t K . C . A . o n J u n e 9 t h . T i 7 o
days later X7e'll fly on a summer
fur lough v ia Europe. Trave l money
f o r t h e s h o r t e s t , c h e a p e s t w a y
S t a t e s i d e i s a l l o w e d u s , b u t w e
may use our ingenuity in making
t rave l p l ans . Thanks to m iss iona ry

charter flights we hope to see Geneva, Switzerland; Edinburgh, Scotland, etc. before we
arrive at Alice's and Jack's in Florida for our first visit to their home though they
w e r e m a r r i e d t w o y e a r s a g o . O u r
s u m m e r a d d r e s s w i l l b e ; B o x 6 4 ,
Hon t rea t , H .C. 28757 . He sha l l
expect to contact those of you
i n s u p p o r t i n g c h u r c h e s .

T ^ ^ o r e c e n t d e a t h s h a v e
r e m i n d e d m e t h a t " o u r t i m e s a r e
i n H i s h a n d s . " O n e w e e k e n d v j h i l e
we v;ere away the 38-year-old head
of the hosp i ta l lab . had a hear t
a t t a c k a n d w e n t t o b e w i t h t h e
Lord...And my sister Alice Vail 's
h u s b a n d w e n t t o h e a v e n f o l l o w i n g
years o f su f fe r i ng w i th Park in
son's disease; a broken and pinned
hip , then pneumonia . I v ; ished I
c o u l d b e w i t h h e r . S h e h a s S t e v i e
12 y r s . o l d . He r add ress i s :
M r s . J o h n Va i l , 3 2 5 H a l e A v e . ,
Morr ison, Tenn. 37814.

J o e w i t h n e w c o n v e r t w h o b e l i e v e d a f t e r b e i n g
w i t n e s s e d t o b y a K o r e a n e l d e r .

D o t o n h e r w e e k l y v i s i t t o t h e o r p h a n a g e

Sharing portion of Gospel following visit and
w o r s h i p i n a h o m e a l o n g t h e c o a s t .

o u r m i s s i o n a r i e s , i n C h r i s t ,



Hi Joe and Dot, Sorry that this is so late getting out. We hope soon to
have the mailing system set up for the MCD. It has really been a state of
confus ion s ince moving f rom Nashvi l le , but th ings are progress ing.
Hope you are well, and that things are moving with your wor!^ Keep us
posted on everything and take care. Joy and love to you,

R e v. a n d M r s . J o e B . H o p p e r
P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
lI|-9 Whasun Dong, Chnnju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a 5 2 0
November l6, 1973 M-120

D e a r F r i e n d s :

S i n c e l a s t w r i t i n g w e h a v e b e e n a r o u n d t h e
world, touched down in l6 countries, seen many of
you, and re turned to p lunge in to our usua l ac t iv i
t i e s i n K o r e a . W e h a v e b a t t l e d t r a f fi c i n S e o u l ,
Z u r i c h , A m s t e r d a m , L o s A n g e l e s a n d M o n t r e a t . W e
have seen the reclining Buddha (quite dead) in Bang
k o k , h e a r d t h e g r e a t o r g a n t h u n d e r i n g t h r o u g h t h e
a r c h e s o f C o l o g n e C a t h e d r a l , a n d r i d d e n t h e c a b l e
c a r t o t h e t o p o f t h e S c h i l t h o r n t o v i e w t h e s p l e n
d o r s o f t h e A l p s a n d n o t e t h e E n g l i s h - w o r d e d
plaque there: "Fear God and give him glory for the
hour o f h i s Judgmen t has come, and worsh ip h im who
m a d e h e a v e n a n d e a r t h , t h e s e a a n d t h e f o u n t a i n s o f
water." (Rev. lU:7). We have worshipped with over
o n e - h a l f m i l l i o n p e o p l e a t t h e B i l l y G r a h a m c r u s a d e
i n S e o u l , w i t h t h e E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g c o m m u n i t y o f
G e n e v a a t t h e J o h n K n o x C h a p e l a s s o c i a t e d w i t h J o h n
C a l v i n , w i t h k i l t e d S c o t s m e n a t S t . G i l e s i n E d i n
b u r g h , w i t h o u r o w n A l i c e a n d J a c k i n F t . L a u d e r
d a l e , w i t h a h u g e S u n d a y e v e n i n g c o n g r e g a t i o n a t a
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h i n P a s a d e n a t o h e a r t h e
b l a c k B i s h o p o f U g a n d a , a n d w i t h s m a l l p e a s a n t
g r o u p s i n K o r e a n r u r a l c h u r c h e s .

N o w s h e w a l k s

(Because of your Easter
o f f e r i n g a n d m i s s i o n a r y
orthopedist John Shaw)

R u r a l P a s t o r
a n d f a m i l y

T h e o c c a s i o n o f m o s t o f t h i s w a s o u r

f u r l o u g h t h i s s u m m e r , l e a v i n g i n m i d - J u n e
a n d r e t u r n i n g i n m i d - O c t o b e r . M o s t o f t h i s
w a s s p e n t i n M o n t r e a t w i t h f a m i l y a n d
f r i e n d s . D u r i n g S e p t e m b e r w e v i s i t e d
c h u r c h e s w i t h d i r e c t p a r t i n o u r s u p p o r t .
An unusual highlight was our two week study
i n O c t o b e r a t t h e S c h o o l o f W o r l d M i s s i o n



a n d C h u r c h G r o w t h o f F u l l e r

T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y i n
P a s a d e n a , C a l i f o r n i a . H e r e
w e s a t w i t h n e a r l y 1 0 0 o t h e r
m i s s i o n a r i e s a n d n a t i o n a l s

representing h2 different
c o u n t r i e s i n c l a s s e s t a u g h t
b y t h e fi n e s t e x p e r t s i n t h e
t h e o l o g y , h i s t o r y , a n d p r a c
t i c a l a s p e c t s o f m i s s i o n s w e
h a v e e v e r h e a r d . T h e s e i n
c l uded D r. Dona ld McGav ran ,
w e l l - k n o w n f o r h i s b o o k s o n
C h u r c h G r o w t h , w h o s e t h e o r i e s
p e r v a d e t h e w h o l e t e a c h i n g
p r o g r a m . H e r e t h e r e i s a
c o n v i c t i o n t h a t a l l t h a t h a s

g o n e b e f o r e i n 1 5 0 y e a r s o f
m o d e r n m i s s i o n s i s i n t r o d u c

t i o n , a n d a s e n s e o f u r g e n c y
a n d e x c i t e m e n t a s w e s t a n d S t r o n g y o u n g p a s t o r s c o m p o s e E v a n g e l i s m C o m -
a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e m i t t e e f o r C h u n s u h P i ' e s b y t e r y
m i s s i o n a r y t a s k . T h e s c h o o l
ca ta logue s ta tes : "The great
p o p u l a t i o n s o f t h e e a r t h h a v e y e t t o a c c e p t J e s u s C h r i s t a s L o r d a n d S a v i o r .
G o d c a l l s u s t o d a y t o v a s t , p r o t r a c t e d a n d i n t e l l i g e n t l a b o r t o m a k e J e s u s
C h r i s t k n o w n , l o v e d a n d b e l i e v e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . A s e v i d e n c e o f h i s
c a l l , G o d g r a n t s u s r e m a r k a b l e r e s p o n s i v e n e s s i n m a n y p o p u l a t i o n s . T h e m a i n
t a s k i n m i s s i o n s l i e s a h e a d . C h r i s t i a n s c o r r e c t l y p l a n t o g i v e t h e i r l i v e s
to ' b r i ng abou t obed ience to t he fa i t h among a l l t he Gen t i l es . ' " Th i s
e m p h a s i s i s u p o n c h u r c h p l a n t i n g a n d c h u r c h g r o w t h , i n n o t o n l y p l a n t i n g t h e
seed of the Word, but gathering in the harvest of souls into the Kingdom.

Al l th is chal lenged us to return to Korea to do more effect ive ly what we
h a v e a l w a y s t r i e d t o a c c o m p l i s h . L o o k i n g b a c k w a r d s s i n c e w e b e g a n o u r w o r k
25 years ago, we have seen the number of churches in North Chulla province
d o u b l e o n c e , a n d t h e n d o u b l e a g a i n . B u t t h i s r a t e h a s s l o w e d d o w n a n d m u s t b e
r e s u m e d i f w e a r e t o b e g o o d s t e w a r d s o f t h e G o d - g i v e n r e s p o n s i v e n e s s t o t h e
G o s p e l e v i d e n t i n K o r e a t o d a y.

During 1973 we have seen two city church projects successful ly developed.
Believing that not only is it necessary to evangelize the 50^ of the people in
rura l areas, but to p lant churches in the rap id ly develop ing urban centers as
well, we have concentrated on a new church in the city of Namwon and a new
church in our c i ty of Chunju. The first was made possib le wi th the help of a
generous elder in the States and wi l l proclaim the Gospel in the southern
part of Namwon City where there are no churches at al l . The start ing of the
s e c o n d w a s w i t h a m e m o r i a l g i f t o f a n e l e c t l a d y w h o t i t h e d h e r h u s b a n d ' s l i f e
insurance to remember him in this way. My assistant, Mr. Ahn Young-moke, is
c a r r y i n g t h e m a i n r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h i s c h u r c h . B e g i n n i n g w i t h s e r v i c e s i n
a t e n t t h i s s u m m e r , h e h a s b u i l t u p a c o n g r e g a t i o n o f o v e r 5 0 w i t h t w i c e t h a t
in the Sunday School . Wal ls of a fine br ick church are complete and the roof



g o e s o n n e x t w e e k . S o m e o f t h e fi n i s h i n g u p m a y h a v e t o w a i t a y < - ' a r o r s o .
b u t d u r i n g t h i s t i m e w e e x p e c t a fl o u r i s h i n g c h u r c h t o d e v e l o p a m o n g u h e
j a m - p a c k e d t h o u s a n d s l i v i n g i n t h e a r e a .

F o r t h e fi r s t t i m e , D o t a n d I h a v e r e t u r n e d t o K o r e a w i t h n o c h i l d i ' e n
as they are all nov/ in the States. Alice (Mrs. Jack Dokter) lives in Ft.
Lauderda le ; Bar ron i s a t the Un ive rs i t y o f Nor th Caro l ina in Ashev i l l e ;
D a v i d a t t e n d s m e d i c a l s c h o o l i n C h a p e l H i l l ; a n d M a r g a r e t i s a f r e s h m a n a t
King College in Bristol, Tenn. Al l seem to be busy and happy, and we are
t h a n k f u l t h a t t h e y o x m g e r t h r e e c a n o c c a s i o n a l l y g e t t o g e t h e r a t o u r h o m e
i n M o n t r e a t .

Cont inue to pray for church growth in Korea, and for our par t in i t .
P r a y t o o t h a t G o d w i l l s e n d n e w y o u n g o r d a i n e d e v a n g e l i s t s a s l i f e - t i m e
m i s s i o n a r i e s t o s p e e d t h e t a s k i

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s ,

Joe and Dot Hopper

May the peace o f God come to these menta l
p a t i e n t s a t c h u r c h s e r v i c e i n t h e i r r e s t

h o m e i n N a r a w o n i



R e v . & i M r s . J o e B . H o p p e r
Whasan Dong, Chunju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a 5 2 0
June 12 , 1974

M - 1 2 0

D e a r F r i e n d s :

S p r i n g r a i n s h a v e t u r n e d K o r e a i n t o a l u s h g r e e n , a n d i n s o m e p l a c e s h a v e c a u s e d
damage to the bar ley c rop. Sky-h igh pr ices as a resu l t o f sudden inflat ion br ing
l o u d c o m p l a i n t s b u t e v e r y o n e s e e m s
t o p u r s u e a n e v e r - r i s i n g l i v i n g -
s c a l e a n y h o w . D e s p i t e r e s t r i c t i v e
m e a s u r e s b o t h f e a r e d a n d a c t u a l l y
e n f o r c e d , t h e l i f e a n d w i t n e s s o f
t h e C h u r c h a n d o f y o u r m i s s i o n a r i e s
i s b l e s s e d o f G o d w i t h w i d e - o p e n o p
p o r t u n i t i e s a n d e x c e l l e n t r e s p o n s e .

For many years we have produced
a m a g a z i n e e a c h m o n t h a n d s e n t i t t o
a l l c h u r c h e s o f o u r d e n o m i n a t i o n i n
K o r e a . O u r e d i t o r f o r 1 3 y e a r s .
R e v . K i - c h u l L e e , w a s c a l l e d e a r l y
t h i s y e a r t o H o n a m S e m i n a r y i n
K w a n g j u a s a p r o f e s s o r . W h i l e w e D o t a n d P r e s b y t e r i a l O f fi c e r s
m i s s h i m h e r e , w e r e j o i c e t h a t h e
is cont inu ing the t ra in ing of church leaders there and that h is s tudy and exper ience
a s a n e d i t o r h a v e p r e p a r e d h i m f o r t h i s n e w s e r v i c e . D u r i n g t h e a b s e n c e o f R e v.
Dwight L inton on fur lough, Mr. Lee is a lso act ing as pres ident of the seminary. In
the mean-time, another young minister. Rev. Young-gil Lee, has become our editor and
is continuing to produce "Words of Blessing" magazine of pastoral theology and thus
prov id ing p rac t i ca l he lps to church leaders a l l over Korea .

Our work in the city of Chunju shows one new church well established during the
past year and another "in the works" now. The former is the Tong-in Church served
by my assistant, Rev. Young-moke Ahn (pictures below). Begun in a tent in July last
year, it now has nearly a hundred members worshipping in a beautiful new church build
ing, plus over a hundred in Sunday School and sixty in the middle and high school stu
dent organization. Mr. Ahn was ordained this spring and still draws part of his sal
ary as my assistant, but the church will be self-supporting at the end of this year.
Meanwhi le in another sect ion of Chunju, the Sai-han church is meeting in a pr ivate
home. About 40 adults are meeting, but the Sunday School is so large it is difficult
to hold in a home. Plans are underway to secure either a piece of land and build a
new church, or to buy a residence and convert into a church for this rapidly develop
i n g h o u s i n g a r e a o f m i d d l e - c l a s s r e s i d e n t s .

Dot's work in the city has had added to its other projects periodic trips to the
government-operated correctional school for delinquent boys. The administration is
happy to allow boys to gather for a period of worship and Bible study led by Dot and
a Korean lady who has had seminary training. Recent ly, as a result of a special ap
peal, she was able to have two of these boys brought into the "half-way" house estab
lished in Chunju by Dr. John Talmage in the home of his Korean assistant. Here they
not only l ive in a Chr ist ian home, but are sent to vocat ional schools and helped to
secure jobs. She also continues to visit the women's section of the penitentiary, a
local orphanage, and the women and chi ldren patients in our Presbyterian Medical Center.

O u r p r i m a r y w o r k c o n
t i n u e s i n t h e c o u n t r y w h e r e

w e h a v e v i s i t e d o u r c h u r c h

e s n e a r l y e v e r y w e e k - e n d
t h i s s p r i n g . A l t h o u g h w e
h a v e s u c c e e d e d i n h a v i n g
r a i n y w e a t h e r p r a c t i c a l l y
e v e r y t r i p , a l o n g w i t h a c
c o m p a n y i n g m u d d y v i l l a g e
p a t h s a n d o t h e r i n c o n v e n
i e n c e s , w e h a v e n o t i c e d a n
a l l - r o u n d g e n e r a l i m p r o v e
m e n t i n t h e c o n d i t i o n o f

t h e s e c h u r c h e s . I n o n e

v i l l a g e w h e r e t h e r e w e r e
n o c h u r c h e s a y e a r a g o ,
t h e r e a r e n o w t w o , e a c h
w i t h a b o u t 5 0 a d u l t s a n d
a b o u t 1 0 0 c h i l d r e n . S u p
e r fi c i a l l y i t i s r e g r e t -
a b l e t h a t t h e r e a r e t w o



churches, but a closer look shows that the village has two cultural units. the
"inlanders" who have farmed and fished the area for generations, and the out-
landers" who have moved in to work a hugh land reclamation project developed by
the government. The two groups will not mix, and the Lord has seen fit to establish
two churches simultaneously to take care of the situation. Result: Out of 1500
people living in the village, 300 attend church...a jump from 0% to 20% in a year.
In 17 churches already visited this year we received 91 catechumens and baptized
61 adults and 4 infants, representing about 10% growth of baptized membership in
these small'developing Christian cells. Right now we have four new rural churches
just getting started within the last few months and one other relocating entirely
to a more centrally located spot which is tantamount to a new church. Unfortunately
inflation has caused church building costs to multiply ^several times over a year
o r s o a g o .

Now for our family news: Alice and Jack (Dokter) continue their busy and happy
lives in jobs and community and church activities in Ft. Lauderdale. Barron is
working in Asheville, and he and Miss Martha Anita Mathes (of Huntersville,_N. C.)
have announced plans to be married on Aug. 17. Dot and I hope to attend, if we can
secure flights as escorts for Korean orphans being adopted in the States, as we want
to be present for this happy occasion. David has finished two years of medical
school and is happily assisting to deliver the population explosion at Memorial
Hospital in Charlotte. Margaret has had a year of college and has come to Korea ao
visit for the summer, and we are happy to have her after not having any children
a r o u n d f o r a y e a r .

Fray that God will continue to bless the harvest of souls for His Kingdom here
in Korea, and will give His servants the physical and spiritual strength and wisdom
to adequately serve in th is cause.

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s ,
/ I y )
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N o t e r e v i s e d a d d r e s s : Rev. & Mrs , Joe B . Hopper
1 3 P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
149 Wha San Dong, Chunju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a 5 2 0
N o v e m b e r, 1 9 7 4 M - 1 2 0

D e a r F r i e n d s ,

Merry Christmas 1974, and greetings from Korea! May peace and joy in
Christ Jesus fill your hearts, and may the New Year bring better days for
all nations with open doors for messengers of the Gospel that God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son!

In the Hopper family the event of the year was the marriage of our
Barron to Martha Mathes, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Frank A. Mathes D.D. of
Hun te rsv i l l e , N . C . on Augus t 17 . Wi th financ ia l he lp f rom our fami l i es
and after considerable anxiety as to whether i t could be done or not. Dot
and I boarded a Korean Air Lines 747 to the States in order to be present
for this happy occasion. The welcome by the Mathes family and the church
people of Huntersville was overwhelming, and the opportunity to meet old
and new f r iends and to v is i t wi th our parents was worth a l l the effor t .
Barron and Martha now make their home in Asheville, N. C. We were away from
Chunju for two weeks and three days.

Harvest season in Korea is also a time of "bringing in the sheaves"
for our Lord. This year Korea celebrates 90 years of Protestant Mission
work, and the Church in spite of faults and divisions is very much alive
and on the move. The Presbyterian Church of Korea has had 72.8% growth in
number of baptized members in the last 10 years. The two Presbyteries where
we work had a growth of 60.3% and 72.7% during the same period in spite of
being relatively backward and lacking in leadership. It is a pleasure to
have a small part in this strong movement of Korea toward accepting Christ
a s S a v i o u r .

This fall we have had two major concerns. One is the Honam Theological
Seminary in Kwangju, and the other our regular rural church planting and
development program. The seminary trains pastors primarily to serve inthese rural areas. As chairman of the board and in the absence of the pres
ident of the seminary on furlough, it has been necessary to take responsi
bility in the projected move of the seminary to a new campus as necessitated
by Kwangju city development plans. Drawing up blueprints for a new seminary
plant, securing building premits, selection of a construction firm, and
(by no means least) raising the necessary $250,000 for such a major project
requires considerable time and effort, and for this we request your special
p r a y e r f o r w i s d o m .

Week-end intinerating among rural churches (usually Saturday to Monday)is hard work but gratifying. One visit this fall was to an entirely new p
place (Suk-poh) on the seacoast of Puan. Here a cluster of villages with a
population of over 2,000 nestles in a scenic valley between the sea and
mountains with great cliffs and crags. All afternoon we walked from home to
home, inviting people to accept Christ and distributing literature. That
evening we met outdoors by lamp light in the yard of a man who is not yet aChristian but is donating a place for a new church as requested by written
petition from the leading men of the area. An evangelist in a small church
up the coast is holding services and right now a small chapel is being
erec ted fo r t he new g roup . Th i s w i l l
T h i s w i l l b e o n e o f 3 0 0 n e w
c h u r c h e s t h e G e n e r a l
Assembly has as its goal th
t h i s y e a r .

In terest ing people and
events always add spice to
o u r w o r k . A t t h e S i n - n a m
Church, in a v i l lage o f
p e o p l e a f fl i c t e d w i t h
leprosy, we were impressed
w i t h t h e w o r k o f E l d e r K i m
Chung -gwan and h i s w i f e .
H e i s a r e t i r e d s c h o o l

p r i n c i p a l w h o w a n t e d t o d o
s o m e t h i n g f o r t h e L o r d
w h i l e p h y s i c a l l y s t r o n g .
H i s w i f e h a d d i f fi c u l t y i n
ad jus t ing to the cond i
t i o n s o f t h a t t y p e o f
v i l lage, and she openly
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admi ts the p re jud ices and revu ls ion she fi rs t fe l t bu t re jo ices tha t God
has g iven her love fo r these peop le and sa t is fac t ion in th is work . A t Ton-
j in, the young evangel ist (a seminary student) and his wi fe had twin sons
born last summer, and I have the honor to have baptized infants Moses and
John. At the funeral of an old fr iend, Elder Kim Poh-oon, age 90, we learned
o f h i s r eco rd o f 152 descendan ts ( i nc l ud ing i n - l aws ) , a l l Ch r i s t i an I H i s 8
daughters and 1 son were present with their spouses, and the 8 daughters and
1 daughter-in-law (all grandmothers) sang his favorite hymn as a special
number: "0 for a Thousand Tongues to Sing, My Great Redeemer's PraiseI" An
e lder for 45 years , he es tab l ished h is church in a lone ly v i l lage in a
mount ian va l ley, and as a resu l t o f flood and communis t invas ion rebu i l t i t
t h r e e t i m e s .

Dot 's work in preson, orphanage, boy 's re formi tory, and hosp i ta l
cont inue to bear f ru i t . Recent ly a woman was released af ter 18 years in
prison (for murder) and had dinner in our home. In prison she had become a
firm Chr ist ian and a good f r iend of Dot 's . Help has been secured to provide
her a p lace to l i ve and a sew ing mach ine to p rov ide a l i v l i hood . A l i t t l e
girl adopted from the orphanage into the home of an American couple recently
visi ted us with her mother, and i t was a joy to see how happy and intel l i
gent she is. Hospital visiting makes numerous contacts, some of whom we
m e e t a s w e t r a v e l i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s .

In closing let me remind you of two ways you may financial ly undergird
t h e w o r k o f w h i c h w e a r e a p a r t o f e a r l y 1 9 7 5 :

(1) The 1975 Witness Season Offer ing, February 16, 1975. One mi l l ion
dollars is the goal and is needed to keep our world-wide missionary team at
work in these days of mount ing costs but un l imi ted oppor tun i ty. Every cent
of this goes to World Missions and is your chance to make a special contri
but ion to th is cause. Why not double your wi tness season offer ing and
des ignate i t fo r miss ionary suppor t?

(2 ) The 1975 B i r t hday O f fe r i ng . We have a pa r t i cu la r i n te res t i n t h i s
because the Honam Seminary (mentioned above) is to receive one-fourth of
this for its new building, and the Hanil Women's Seminary (here is Chunju)
one-hal f for i ts endowment and bui ld ing. Here, where the fu ture church
l e a d e r s o f t h i s a r e a a r e t r a i n e d , a r e i m p o r t a n t p r o j e c t s t h a t n e e d y o u r
h e l p t h r o u g h t h i s s p e c i a l o f f e r i n g .

Wi th a l l best wishes, and request for your cont inual prayer suppor t for
a l l t h e L o r d ' s w o r k i n t h i s l a n d , I a m

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s

General Executive Board

Presbyterian Chruch, U.S.
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E.

Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Non-Profit Organization
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Joe and Dot Hopper
13 Presbyter ian Mission
149 Choong Whasan Dong
Jeonju, North Chulla 520
K O R E A

J u n e , 1 9 7 5 M - 1 2 0

D e a r F r i e n d s ,

Last Sunday Dot and I concluded our
regular spring visitation of churches
assigned to me by two Presbyteries. Since
January 1st these included six brand-new
places started dur ing the past year as
wel l as many older ones. Sunday after
noon at Suk-poh we vis i ted in v i l lage
homes am id some o f t he mos t spec tacu la r
scenery of mountains and sea in this pro
vince, and that evening worshipped for
t h e fi r s t t i m e i n t h e n e w c h a p e l w i t h
abou t fi f t y new be l ievers . Even such

D o t a n d f r i e n d s m a l l r u r a l e v a n g e l i s t i c p o i n t s c o n t r i
bute to the steady growth of the Korean

Church. The latest available figures show 8.8% growth in baptized membership
in the last year in the whole Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea.
We are happy to note that the two Presbyteries with which we work were even
higher (10.8% and 11.7%),

Jeonju City has just begun an interndenominational evangelistic campaign
with Dr. Han Kyung-jik, widely known pastor emeritus of the great Youngnak
Church in Seoul, as preacher. Last night the Provincial Governor officially
greeted him at the opening service, held indoors because of rain. Several
dozen, mostly young people, responded to Dr. Han's closing invitation to take
a stand for Christ, and we pray that these frui ts may continue through out the
week. The object ive of these campaigns around the country is to br ing the en
t i r e n a t i o n t o C h r i s t a n d t o e x t e n d t h e C h r i s t i a n w i t n e s s t o n e i g h b o r i n g
A s i a t i c c o u n t r i e s .

I h a v e s p e n t c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m e
n e w b u i l d i n g o f H o n a m S e m i n a r y i n
Kwangju, t rave l ing there a lmost
w e e k l y t o c h e c k o n i t s p r o g r e s s .
L a s t T u e s d a y t h e fi n a l s l a b w a s
poured and brickwork and carpentry
a r e b e g i n n i n g . I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h
s e m i n a r y b u s i n e s s i t w a s n e c e s s a r y
t o h a v e a n i m p o r t a n t i n t e r v i e w
t h a t d a y w i t h t h e m a y o r o f K w a n g j u
C i t y ( p o p u l a t i o n 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 ) . I t
t u r n e d o u t t h a t t h e L o r d u s e d a

c h a n c e r e m a r k , s i x m o n t h s a g o , t o
t u r n t h e v i s i t t o h i s o f fi c e i n t o
a s u c c e s s . L a s t N o v e m b e r a t t h e

ground-breaking ceremony, the
mayor (who attends church) could
not be present, I was told, be
c a u s e o f a h e a r t a t t a c k . I
r e m a r k e d t h a t D r . D a v i d C h u o f
the Jeonju Presbyter ian Medical
C e n t e r i s a h e a r t s p e c i a l i s t .
Word got passed along with the result that Dr. Chu successful ly treated the
m a y o r . I n t h e c o u r s e o f o u r i n t e r v i e w t h i s c a m e o u t u n e x p e c t e d l y , a n d o p e n e dthe way for a cordial atmosphere with the visit ending with/B^being asked to
l e a d i n p r a y e r f o r t h e m a y o r . T h e b u i l d i n g i s s c h e d u l e d f o r c o m p l e t i o n b y
the opening of the fall term, and we thank (in advance) the Women of the
Church for the Bir thday Offer ing for 1975 which makes this project possible.

In connect ion wi th numerous act iv i t ies in the orphanage, pr ison, boys '
r e f o r m i t o r y , a n d h o s p i t a l , D o t fi n d s m a n y a v e n u e s o f s e r v i c e . Ye s t e r d a y u p o n
r e t u r n f r o m t h e p r i s o n s h e a n n o u n c e d t h a t s h e h a d b e e n r e q u e s t e d t o n a m e a
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baby. Some months ago a woman pr isoner had a
baby girl who was about to die from lack of
n o u r i s h m e n t a n d p r o p e r c a r e . Wa y s w e r e f o u n d t o
provide powdered milk which Dot took or sent each
week and now the baby is healthy and growing.
W h a t w a s t h e n a m e ? M a r d i a . W e w i l l l e a v e i t t o
f r i e n d s t o d i s c o v e r f o r w h o m s h e i s n a m e d !

E a r l y i n A p r i l o u r s o n D a v i d a r r i v e d a n d i s
h e r e f o r t h r e e m o n t h s p r a c t i c i n g w h a t h e h a s
l e a r n e d i n t h r e e y e a r s a t U N C m e d i c a l s c h o o l , a n d
l e a r n i n g f r o m t h e d o c t o r s h e r e a t P r e s b y t e r i a n
M e d i c a l C e n t e r . H i s e x p e r i e n c e s h a v e e x t e n d e d t o
t h e W i l s o n L e p r o s y H o s p i t a l a t S o o n c h u n , t h e
Cheju Island cl inic, and the Soh-yang Myun public
h e a l t h c l i n i c o u t s i d e o f J e o n j u . O f c o u r s e , w e
are happy to have a resident "house doctor" dur
i n g t h i s p e r i o d .

D a v i d
T h e s e a r e d a y s w h e n w e a s k a l l o f y o u f o r

understanding, sympathy and earnest prayer for th is nat ion in these t roubled
t imes. From Bangladesh to Korea the Asian mainland with i ts teeming mil l ions
is a p ic tu re o f famine , d i sease , oppress ion , i n jus t i ce , war, and the t rag ic
a f t e r m a t h s t h e r e o f . B y c o m p a r i s o n K o r e a i s a p a r a d i s e , b u t a p a r a d i s e w h o s e
t r a n q u i l i t y , p r o s p e r i t y , a n d f r e e d o m s a r e t h r e a t e n e d . K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n s o r
m i s s i o n a r i e s a r e o f t e n u n c e r t a i n o r d i v i d e d a s t o w h a t a t t i t u d e o u r f a i t h
c a l l s u s t o t a k e , b u t w e l o o k b e y o n d l o c a l o r t e m p o r a l s i t u a t i o n s i n t h e b e
l i e f t h a t G o d h a s a p u r p o s e f o r o u r m i s s i o n a r y p r e s e n c e h e r e f a r g r e a t e r t h a n
w e c a n s e e a n d k n o w. We a s k y o u r p r a y e r s f o r a l l w h o w o r k h e r e i n t h e n a m e
of Christ, that they may be used in healing the wounds, in ushering in the
f reedoms, in creat ing the bet ter wor ld in which to l ive, and above a l l in
b r i n g i n g a l l w h o a r e l o s t a n d w i t h o u t e t e r n a l h o p e t o s a v i n g f a i t h i n J e s u s
C h r i s t a n d i n t o t h e f e l l o w s h i p o f H i s C h u r c h .

We plan a three month furlough this summer beginning August 1st and will
be l iv ing in Montreat (Address: Box 64, Montreat, NC 28757, phone 704-669-
7008) . Especia l ly dur ing September and October we wi l l be avai lab le to v is i t
any churches interested in hearing of the Lord's work in Korea.

O n e l a s t w o r d . F o r t h e p a s t s i x m o n t h s w e h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d n u m e r o u s
i n s t a n c e s o f f a i l u r e o f o u r l e t t e r s t o r e a c h t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n s . I n c a s e i t

a p p e a r s w e h a v e n e g l e c t e d t o a n s w e r y o u r l e t t e r s o r o t h e r w i s e c o m m u n i c a t e a s
we should, we ask your indulgence as we always try to answer correspondence.

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s ,

General Execut ive Board
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Atlanta, Georgia 30308
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D e a r F r i e n d s :

W e a r e a w a r e t h a t a s t h i s i s w r i t t e n d e c i s i o n s
a r e b e i n g m a d e i n A t l a n t a a s t o h o w t o r e d u c e t h e
n u m b e r o f m i s s i o n a r i e s a b r o a d b e c a u s e o f l a c k o f
fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . T h i s c o u l d m e a n t h a t t o m o r r o w ,
someone who migh t have heard the Gospe l o f Sa lva
t i o n m a y n o t h e a r i t , s o m e o n e w h o s h o u l d h a v e b e e n
t r a i n e d f o r C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r s h i p w i l l n o t b e p r e
p a r e d f o r w i t n e s s i n h i s o w n l a n d , s o m e o n e i n p h y

sical pain may not have relief in the name of Christ. Men and women whom you commis
s i o n e d f o r l i f e t i m e s e r v i c e i n a d i s t a n t l a n d w i l l b e w i t h d r a w n f r o m p e o p l e a n d w o r k
they love and for whom you have been praying. We are saddened to know that this will
happen to five or six of our Korea Mission, in a land where God has done His part to
open the hearts of people to His Word. How strange that other Protestant groups, or
t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c s , o r t h e M o r m o n s , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f t h e m i x e d - u p f o l l o w e r s o f M o o n
Sun Myung, are increasing their efforts and personnel, and in many cases are reaping
h a r v e s t s s o w n b y d e c a d e s o f P r e s b y t e r i a n l a b o r .

Is th is what our church rea l ly wants? We don ' t be l ieve
s o ! W e c h a l l e n g e o u r r e a d e r s t o p r a y a n d w o r k t o c o r r e c t
t h i s s i t u a t i o n . O n e s t r o n g a n d i m m e d i a t e s t e p t o r e v e r s e
t h e s e t r e n d s i s a l l - o u t s u p p o r t o f t h e s p e c i a l W i t n e s s S e a
son Offer ing on February 15. Every penny of th is increases
fi e l d p r o g r a m a n d m i s s i o n a r y s u p p o r t a b r o a d . N o n e i s d i
v e r t e d t o o t h e r c a u s e s , n e e d y a s t h e y t o o m a y b e . A w h o p
p ing o ffer ing cou ld not on ly reverse p lans for t r imming
m i s s i o n a r y p e r s o n n e l , b u t a l s o p r o v i d e t h e e x t r a n e e d e d t o
send ou t sco res o f eage r young men and women to r e i n fo r ce
the world-wide witness to Chr ist . "How are men to cal l upon
h i m i n w h o m t h e y h a v e n o t b e l i e v e d ? A n d h o w a r e t h e y t o
b e l i e v e i n h i m o f w h o m t h e y h a v e n e v e r h e a r d ? A n d h o w a r e
they to hear without a preacher? And how can men preach un
l e s s t h e y a r e s e n t ? " ( R o m . 1 0 : 1 4 - 1 5 }

H o w w i l l h e h e a r ?

Yea-jung has a plast ic chapel

b u i l d i n g . L i k e m o s t o f t h e
a n d C h u n j u i s n o e x c e p t i o n ,
h a s b e c o m e t h e m o d e r n f r o n t
s h a l l h a v e f a i l e d t o b r i n g
C h r i s t , T h e y w h o w i n t h e c

A s w e w r i t e , w e l o o k o u t t h e w i n d o w
a n d l e s s t h a n a m i l e t o w a r d a n e w a p a r t m e n t
c o m p l e x , t h e fi r s t i n C h u n j u . T h e l a s t f e w
nights more and more lights have glimmered
f r o m i t s w i n d o w s . T h i s m o r n i n g a s t e a d y
s t r e a m o f t r u c k s p i l e d h i g h w i t h h o u s e h o l d
goods is moving up the road bringing in the
r e s t o f t h e 3 2 0 f a m i l i e s w h o w i l l l i v e t h e
there. This year another 360 apar tments
w i l l b e b u i l t n e a r b y . J u s t b e l o w , a n d w i t h
in walk ing d is tance of the i r 4 ,000 occupants,
w e m a d e o u r fi r s t p a y m e n t l a s t T h u r s d a y o n
560 square yards of what is now rice paddy
f o r a n e w c h u r c h . E v e n a t $ 3 , 0 0 0 t h i s w a s a
bargain. Our ass is tant , Rev. Ahn Chong-Chul ,
h o l d s s e r v i c e s f o r t h i s i n f a n t c h u r c h i n
rented quar ters not far away, unt i l (hope
fully) we can raise money for a new church

wor ld, Korea is rapid ly becoming a nat ion of c i ty dwel lers.
We quote from a recent Church Growth Bulletin: "The city

i e r o f C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n . . . I f w e f a i l t o w i n t h e c i t i e s , w e
a very large part of mankind into the Kingdom of Jesus
i t i es w i l l w in t he wo r l d . " P ray f o r ou r sha re i n mee t i ng

t h i s c h a l l e n g e .
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Yes te rday, we drove twenty -five
mi les in to the r i ch p la ins a rea o f
K imje County to worsh ip . Las t spr ing
I had stood on that spot with members
of our Presbytery Evangelism Commit
tee and agreed to purchase that barley
fi e l d . T h e c h u r c h w a s s t a r t e d S e p
tember 1, 1975, a small building and
m a n s e e r e c t e d , a n d y e s t e r d a y w e w o r
shipped with about seventy members of
t h e n e w c o n g r e g a t i o n . O n l y fi f t e e n
(who formerly attended churches some
distance away) are bapt ized, and al l
t h e r e s t h a v e a c c e p t e d C h r i s t b e c a u s e
t h e W o l - s u n g C h u r c h i s t h e r e ! T h e
n e w f r o n t i e r m a y b e i n t h e c i t i e s ,
b u t i n K o r e a t h e r u r a l f r o n t i e r i s A f t e r s e r v i c e a t t h e W o l - s u n g C h u r c h
s t i l l h e r e f o r u s t o c o n q u e r . I t i s
hard to keep track of new churches in our province, since they are in various stages of
get t ing s tar ted, but i t is safe to say we are invo lved wi th at least a dozen a year.
Tomorrow I attend the meeting of one of our smaller Presbyteries where I know in ad
v a n c e w e w i l l h a v e t o w r e s t l e w i t h t h e p r o b l e m o f h o w t o p r o v i d e f u n d s t o c o n s t r u c t
t h r e e n e w c h u r c h e s w h e r e p e o p l e a l r e a d y m e e t , a n d t o p r o v i d e s u p p o r t f o r a t l e a s t a
dozen evangelists serving new and developing churches.

Where a year ago was a small hill-top overgrown with weeds and shrubs, the Honam
Seminary*s new building now stands in Kwangju. A year ago we were worrying over blue
pr in ts and contracts , but now the p lant is in act ive use by the s tudent body. A few
weeks ago we attended the commencement exercises and saw twenty-six young men sent
f o r t h i n t o t h e G o s p e l m i n i s t r y . F r o m n o w o n g r a d u a t i n g c l a s s e s w i l l n u m b e r f o r t y o r
more. A large part of this was made possible by the generous 1975 WOC Birthday Offer
ing, for which we express our grat i tude. As new faculty members are selected, new stu
dents gather for the next term, and the total program is expanded, we ask your contin
u e d p r a y e r a n d i n t e r e s t . T r a i n i n g o f t h e s e l e a d e r s m u s t g o h a n d - i n - h a n d w i t h t h e
p l a n t i n g o f c h u r c h e s i f w e a r e t o o c c u p y t h e t e r r i t o r y w o n f o r C h r i s t .

These glimpses of some parts of the Lord's work here are to encourage your concern
which we t rust wi l l be expressed in tangib le form as urged in the first paragraphs of
t h i s l e t t e r .

D o t a n d I s a w m a n y o f y o u o n o u r t h r e e m o n t h f u r l o u g h i n 1 9 7 5 , a n d t r e a s u r e o u r
exper iences du r ing tha t t ime . Our fou r ch i l d ren , a l l i n t he S ta tes , a re busy w i th
study or work, and the two of us thank the Lord for the pr iv i lege of cont inuing our
work in Korea where all doors are wide open for the Gospel ministry.

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s .

General Execut ive Board
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Greetings from 'The Land of the Open Door for Evangelism!" God continues to
provide "good soil" in Korea for the seed of the Gospel and causes His Church here to
grow. Here are a few recent h igh l igh ts to demonst ra te th is :

1. Last Sunday we visited the Sagok Church in Imsil County in a pleasant
m o u n t a i n v a l l e y . W e f o u n d a fi n e c o n g r e g a t i o n w o r s h i p p i n g i n a b e a u t i f u l n e w c h u r c h
w h e r e t h r e e y e a r s a g o t h e r e w a s n o c h u r c h w h a t s o e v e r . S i x v i s i t s o v e r t h e s e t h r e e
y e a r s h a v e s h o w n u s g r o w t h f r o m a s m a l l g r o u p c r o w d e d i n t o a n o l d h o u s e t o t h e p r e s e n t
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d c h u r c h . S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n w e v i s i t e d f r o m h o u s e t o h o u s e i n a n o t h e r
v i l l a g e o f 1 0 0 h o m e s a m i l e o r s o a w a y. We f o u n d s o m e w h o h a d b e e n t o c h u r c h e l s e w h e r e
but are inactive now, others who showed interest in attending the Sagok Church, and many
e t h e r s w h o f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e t h a t a f t e r n o o n r e c e i v e d a G o s p e l a n d a n i n v i t a t i o n t o
a c c e p t C h r i s t .

2 . I n N a m w o n C o u n t y c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s r e q u i r e d t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f a
congregation. Because some of the members l ived in a vi l lage about an hour's walk away,
the congregat ion has bui l t two ident ica l bu i ld ings, one near the former locat ion and one
serv ing th is new v i l lage. Evangel is t Whang has s imul taneously bu i l t two churches, served
two congrega t ions , fin ished up h i s l as t yea r i n seminary, and qua l i fied fo r o rd ina t ion .

3 . K o r e a n A r m y C h a p l a i n A h n , a m e m b e r o f o u r P r e s b y t e r y, r e p o r t s 2 2 8 b a p t i s m s i n
h is uni t dur ing the first n ine months of 1976. He says that 56% of h is uni t are Chr is
tians; the figure for the ROK armed forces is between 30 and 35%.

4 . A t i t s r e c e n t m e e t i n g , N o r t h C h u l l a P r e s b y t e r y o r d a i n e d fi v e m e n t o t h e G o s p e l
ministry. Rural distr icts where once only one ordained man was at work now boast five
o r s i x .

5 . O n O c t o b e r 1 , t h e To n g i n P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h o f C h u n j u w a s d e d i c a t e d a n d i t s
fi r s t t w o e l d e r s o r d a i n e d . B e g u n i n A u g u s t t h r e e y e a r s a g o u n d e r t h e a b l e l e a d e r s h i p o f
Pastor Ahn Young-moke (at that time my assistant), the congregation now numbers 350, in
c luding Sunday School ch i ldren. I t is se l f -suppor t ing and manages to g ive a id to two
r u r a l c h u r c h e v a n g e l i s t s .

6 . I n K o c h a n g C o u n t y, t w o n e w c h u r c h e s h a v e b e e n e r e c t e d t h i s y e a r , t h r e e o t h e r
c h u r c h e s h a v e b e e n r e b u i l t , a n d t w o m o r e p l a c e s h a v e g r o u p s m e e t i n g a n d h o p e t o p u t u p
bu i ld ings shor t ly. At another p lace in the same county, a v i l lage where there are no
C h r i s t i a n s h a s r e q u e s t e d t h a t a c h u r c h b e s t a r t e d a n d a n o n - C h r i s t i a n h a s o f f e r e d t o d o
nate land for the project . In the U.S. "Housing starts" are a measure of the economy;
we in Korea are interested in "church star ts" . . .measur ing a far more important "economy!"

7. On August 26 we entertained at a dinner fifteen men of this province for whom
we are providing seminary scholarships. Most have served many years as unordained
evangelists but are taking advantage-of- s. speei-al program allc^' ing them- to qualify for
o r d i n a t i o n . T h e i r c o m b i n e d y e a r s o f c h u r c h w o r k a s e v a n g e l i s t s a l r e a d y c o m e s t o 2 2 5 y r s .

A B O V E : V o l u n t e e r s - i n - M i s s i o n t h i s y e a r
in Chunju: Mardee Rightmyer, Barbara
Green, and Cody Watson.

R I G H T; S e n i o r s e m i n a r y s t u d e n t s .
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8. In Kunsan City where Kunsan Presbytery began a small junior college only a year
or so ago, I conducted chapel recently for about 200 students. I asked the president
how many are Christian. He replied; "When they entered about 17% were Christian, but a
recent survey shows that 42% now attend church.

9. The Laymen's Training Institute of North Chulla has this year initiated a
series of monthly seminars which have attracted Christians from all over the province.
For instance, the last one was for choir leaders and organists and attracted several
h u n d r e d p a r t i c i p a n t s .

10. The Sinil Church of Chunju continues to meet in a tent. The congregation (led
by my present assistant. Rev. Ahn Chong-sul) is located in an area where nearly 700
families are moving into new apartment housing. Some are active Christians, some are
transplanted from elsewhere and need a new church home, but the vast majority are fer
tile soil for evangelism. We are looking for help to provide an adequate building in the
n e x t m o n t h o r s o .

We continue to thank God for the peace and prosperity He has given Korea in these
days. Not long ago we enjoyed a weekend trip to extreme northeastern Korea, taking
along our son and wife (Barron and Martha Hopper) who are serving for a year at Korea
Christian Academy in Taejon. We were impressed by the grandeur of the mountain and ocean
scenery of this region where we had never before visited, and by the thousands of
healthy, well-dressed, reasonably affluent Korean tourists enjoying the same holiday at
S o r a k S a n N a t i o n a l P a r k . A l l o v e r K o r e a t h e f a r m e r s l i v e u n d e r b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s t h a n
ever before in history as a result of more land distribution, gradual eradication of the
centuries-old system of usury which kept peasants in perpetual debt (virtual slavery),
and un i ve rsa l app l i ca t i on o f modern sc ien t i fic ag r i cu l t u ra l me thods .

Along with a higher standard of living and wider opportunities for personal
development at every level of society, Korea offers complete freedom to worship, preach,
organize churches, train leadership and carry on every known form of Christian witness
and service. We hope our readers will not be misled by the laments of some who mistake
a f e w c o b w e b s i n t h e c o r n e r o f t h e d o o r - f r a m e f o r c h a i n s b l o c k i n g o u r p a s s a g e , w h e r e a s
i n f a c t t h e d o o r s f o r t h e p r e a c h i n g o f t h e G o s p e l a r e m o r e o p e n t o d a y i n K o r e a t h a n p e r
haps any country where the PCUS is at work. Your gifts through our Boards's "Special
Opportunities for Support" (ask for the 1977 SOS booklet!) designated for our work (by
name) wi l l be forwarded to help establ ish these churches and train leadership for them.
We urge your continued concern and interest and prayer support for al l who are involved
in t he exc i t i ng bus iness o f b r i ng ing t h i s en t i r e na t i on t o Ch r i s t .

"Behold, now is the acceptable t ime
beho ld , now i s the day o f sa lva t ion ! " ( I I Cor. 6 :2 )

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s ,

General Assembly Mission Board
Presbyterian Church, U.S.
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue. N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
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D e a r F r i e n d s ,

"Kim" sat in my platform rocker near our front livingroom window with its colored-
glass mementoes on the sill. He had come for a goodbye visit with me before moving to
another city to teach English. "My faith has been diluted the last two years!" he told me,
and I could well understand why. We've been friends at least ten years; our acquaintance
began when he attended an English Bible class on the Gospel of Luke which, for a number of
months, I taught in Zion Church. At his request I later tried to help him and various
other Korean friends he'd bring along to improve their English accents. I loaned him
books, both religious ones and others. Life had been difficult for him, and often depress
ing — his father died of TB and his mother took that time to desert her four children, of
whom this boy was the oldest. At one time he was awarded a scholarship to law school be
cause of his good mind, but a lengthy illness of pneumonia prevented his using it. I re
minded Kim of the hymn, "All the Way My Savior Leads Me," and we thought back together of
how he'd been able to get his brothers back from the orphanage, help pay their fees in
school, arrange for his sister to marry happily and move to Seoul. We spoke of his Chris
tian wife and precious daughter, now one and one-half years old, and he felt better. We
prayed before he left. The Gospel does help believers to be strong and of good courage,
knowing the Lord is at hand.

Recently, Joe got the chance to sight-see a tremendous industrial complex, within
which the largest fertilizer factory in the world is being built. Please join us in pray
ing for the Lord to send very special missionaries to help work with those highly skilled
persons who will gravitate to it upon its completion. Jesus Christ shed His precious blood
to wash away sins, and rose again that He might be Lord and Savior to all who will humbly
put their trust in Him. That basic "Good News" has not changed. We do realize that our
Mission needs to be sensitive to the direction in which the Holy Spirit in 1977 may be
leading us in new methods of reaching out to the lost in an industrializing Korea.

Recently, out at the women's section of the penitentiary where Mrs. Lee and I go to
lead worship, on Wednesday afternoons, we had the privilege of being part of the group
present when ten more prisoners (women or girls in their late teens) received the sacra
ment of baptism. Mrs. Lee had brought a Korean minister along to administer the sacra
ments that day. Sharing the bread and wine, representing our Lord's broken body and shed
blood, with that particular group of repentant ones and their Christian guards, reminded
me again of how level it is at the foot of the cross. It was my privilege to give a Bible
to each new Christian; they were purchased with money a circle in the U.S. sent. In pri
son the women are called by number, but "He calleth His own sheep by name." We told the
w o m e n w h e n t h e y w e r e r e l e a s e d t o t a k e t h e B i b l e s w i t h t h e m .

The Lord has been teaching the Hoppers patience on both sides of the Pacific. Alice
wrote that our son-in-law might lose his engineering job; later he did. We learned that
it is easier to preach about Romans 8:28 than to live by it. Great is God's faithfulness,
and with perfect timing so that there would only be a needed two-weeks break between jobs—
the Lord opened work for Jack in Atlanta. The heading of Alice's Mother's Day letter
states: "0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together," Psalm 34:3.

In June, Barron and Martha completed their school-year's work of teaching and being
dorm parents at Korea Christian Academy seventy miles from us. Primarily this school pro
vides a boarding department for missionary children from seventh grade through high school.
Their contacts with the different denominations involved has been an education in itself.
A sixth grade Korean violinist and two girls from Australia were among those taught or in
the dorm. On July 1st, Martha and Barron started work under the auspices of Fayetteville
Presbytery where they head up a home for eighteen-years-and-under young people needing
such housing and help in times of emergency. We'll miss their presence in Korea but are
s u r e t h e L o r d g u i d e d t h e m t o t h a t w o r k .

According to Mission Board pol ic ies we are due a six-weeks vacat ion in the U.S. this
year. We arrived in Montreal the last week of July. We plan to spend as much time as
possible with my Dad (in his late eighties) and Joe's mother (having trouble with her eve-
s i g h t ) .

The two big events are: David's wedding on August 6 and Margaret's graduation on
August 20. David will marry Mill Liza Walters, who was a member of his church while he
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was in medical school at Chapel Hill, North Carolina. He will shortly complete his first
year of internship in family practice at Moses Cone Hospital, Greensboro, N.C. Margaret
has been going through deep waters lately. Her two closest classmates in nursing school,
both Christians, died in the wreck of a four-passenger plane. Christian friends of the
girls sang, "How Great Thou Art" at the memorial service. When such non-understandable
tragedy takes place we again acknowledge that 'till we reach heaven there are events we
c a n n o t u n d e r s t a n d .

Please, each of you choose one of the Korean church-names listed below to pray for
it. Copy it on a card and place it somewhere you'll see it frequently (such as over the
kitchen sink!). Our local Presbyterial, as part of its benevolence giving, has pledged to
help support a lay worker in each of these places. As elsewhere in the world the devil,
like a roaring lion, goes about seeking whom he may devour. And he causes trouble in all
sorts of ways among the immature Christians as one tries to plant the seed of the Word of
God, and get a new part of the Body of Christ started in a village:

Some of you prayed with me about the Chi-Sang Church in the Oombong plateau. The
Lord answered your intercessory prayers and things began to happen: a minister's wife in
the township started going by bus and walking to teach Sunday school to the children on
Sabbath afternoons. She importuned Presbyterian ladies to go see the place; they went, and
some wept at the pitiful situation they found. (Joe has been attempting for years to get
a really strong church begun there.) An elder's wife from a church twenty-five miles away
prevailed upon her well-to-do husband to put up a decent little building for them, and fix
up rented quarters for an evangelist to live in. Joe drove several of the Presbyterial
officers to the ground-breaking ceremonies there. So, please don't let your faith be
"diluted".' As through your prayers you help His Kingdom to come and God's will to be done
remember us, too, that "with all boldness" we may be prepared to proclaim Him Lord of all.

Tliose wishing to contact us during our time in America (until mid-September) may
address letters to: Box 6^, Montreat, NC 28757. Often we will be away, but that will be
o u r h o m e - b a s e . T h e p h o n e i s : 7 0 ^ / 6 6 9 - 7 2 0 8 .

* IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT, PLEASE CLIP OLD ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW
ADDRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 203, 341 Ponce
de Leon Ave., NE, At lanta, Georgia 30308.

1 . C h i - S a n g C h u r c h
2 . C h a n g - d u k C h u r c h
3 . P a l - d u k C h u r c h
4. Pee-hong Church

6 . C h u - c h u n C h u r c h
7 . M o o l - k o k C h u r c h
8 . O o n - s a n C h u r c h
9 . Kay-wul Church

1 0 . S a n - s u h C h u r c h5. Young-pyung Church

C o r d i a l l y

Dot and Joe Hopper

General Assembly Miss ion Board

Presbyterian Church, U.S.
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Non-Profit Orginijation
U. S. POSTAGE
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Dot and Joe Hopper
1 3 P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
159 Choong Whasan Dong, Chunju
N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a 5 2 0
N o v e m b e r , 1 9 7 7 M - 1 2 0

D e a r F r i e n d s :

S i n c e l a s t w r i t i n g w e h a v e b e e n t o
t h e S t a t e s f o r s i x w e e k s a n d r e t u r n e d i n
e a r l y S e p t e m b e r t o r e s u m e o u r r e g u l a r
F a l l w o r k . W e r e g r e t t h a t o u r l e t t e r
i n l a t e S p r i n g w a s d e l a y e d i n A t l a n t a

and fai led to reach you before we had left for Korea. During that t ime we were able to
share in two happy family occasions: the wedding of son David to Liza Watters on
August 6, and the graduation of daughter Margaret from Emory School of Nursing on
August 20. We also worked in as many visits as possible with Joe's mother and Dot's
parents, and with our other chi ldren and many fr iends.

W E L C O M E T O C H U N J U !

The unusually fine weather this Fall (virtually no rain) has enabled us to take more
than the normal number of t r ips into the country to vis i t and work with our churches.
Yesterday I was witness to the "birth" of a brand new church in an isolated mountain re
gion. The village was the original home of a lady now living in Seoul. Orphaned when
Communists killed her parents in an uprising before the Korean War, raised by foster par
ents in a Christian home in Seoul, and now married to a Christian photographer, she has

hoped and prayed for many years for the
o p p o r t u n i t y t o s t a r t a c h u r c h i n h e r
home village. She is now assuming maj
o r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o d o t h i s , a n d i s b e
ginning by paying hal f the salary of an
evangelist who began work yesterday with
a c e r e m o n y a t t e n d e d b y l o c a l P r e s b y t e r y
Evange l i sm Commi t tee members , the Gener
al Secretary of the Assembly's Evangel
ism Department, and some seventy-five(75)
v i l l a g e r s , n o n e o f t h e m y e t C h r i s t i a n s ,
N e a r t h e e n d o f t h e s e r v i c e , t e a c h e r s
f r o m t h e n e a r b y p r i m a r y s c h o o l c a m e ,
march ing t he i r ch i l d ren i n l i ne t o pa r
t i c i p a t e i n t h i s l o c a l e v e n t . I n c r e a s
i n g l y w e s e e a p a t t e r n o f C h r i s t i a n s
from such humble or ig ins, now l iv ing in
Seoul and prosper ing financ ia l ly, assum
i n g t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r e v a n g e l i z i n g
their home villages, and we thank God I

O u r n e w S i n - i l C h u r c h h e r e i n

Chunju, served by my assistant, Rev. Ahn
Chong-chul, continues to grow and we hope to have one hundred members by the end of the
year. After worshiping since last Summer in a tent, the congregation now meets in our
new brick church, built early this Summer. It stil l lacks a floor and other finishing
touches which the congregat ion is complet ing as i t is able. Meanwhi le, besides the seven
hundred(700) apartments already occupied in the vicinity, several hundred more apartment
and housing units are under construction nearby, and we pray that this church will bring
many of the newcomers to know Christ as Savior. This brings to seven the number of new
Presbyterian churches started in Chunju in the last five years, but the population is
growing so rapidly that we continue to see new opportunities. With land and building
costs skyrocket ing, such pro jects cost $15,000
to $20,000, but wi th in a year or so are sel f -
suppor t ing and ab le to cont r ibute to he lp ing
o t h e r s .

We recent ly attended a twenty-four hour
church growth seminar in Seoul, meeting with
m i s s i o n a r y e v a n g e l i s t s o f a l l d e n o m i n a t i o n s
from al l over Korea. Figures on church growth
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t w e r e p r e s e n t e d . I f y o u w a n t
to be "where the act ion is" in evangel ism,
K o r e a i s t h e p l a c e ! O n e s p e a k e r p o i n t e d o u t
t h a t t h e K o r e a n C h u r c h , n o w l e s s t h a n a c e n
tury old, is as large as the church of the en
t i r e R o m a n E m p i r e a f t e r t h r e e c e n t u r i e s .
According to government statistics, about WITH NEW CHRISTIANS AT SAGOK
thir teen percent(13%) of the populat ion is Chr is t ian (Protestant and Roman Cathol ic but
not including the "Moonies" and similar sects). Protestant Church membership has more than
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doubled in the past decade. Vi r tua l ly every denominat ion repor ts over ten percent(10%)
growth dur ing the past year (and some considerably more than th is ! ) . Thei r leaders are
" th ink ing b ig" too, lay ing p lans in terms of hundreds of new churches and mi l l ions of
new be l i eve rs . The t ra in ing o f l eade rs i s a l so o f v i t a l impo r tance , and i t was th r i l l i ng
to part icipate in the ordination ceremony of twenty (yes, TWENTY) new ministers at a re
cent meet ing of our Presbytery.

It is exciting to be a part of all these developments, but you must remember that
every p ro jec t invo lves "b lood , sweat , and tears . " Se ldom are resu l ts ins tan taneous .
There are intricate financial problems, difficult personnel matters, and often problems
arising because of those with wrong motives or who simply can't get along with each other.
Hence your prayers are needed that out of the ferment of these days in Korea a generation
of Christians demonstrating the fruits of the Spirit may result, and that the Korean
churches may develop in to church p lant ing inst i tu t ions themselves.

O u r C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y
s u f f e r e d a m a j o r l o s s i n t h e r e
cent death of Elder Chang Pyung-
W h a , f o r t h i r t y ( 3 0 ) y e a r s p r i n c i
p a l o f t h e l a r g e C h r i s t i a n S c h o o l
of boys in Chunju. Thousands of
young men have been i nfluenced by
t h i s C h r i s t i a n g e n t l e m a n , a n d
they have gone out to take places
o f l e a d e r s h i p i n c h u r c h a n d s o c i
e t y a l l o v e r t h i s p r o v i n c e a n d b e
yond. We thank God for the priv
i l e g e o f w o r k i n g w i t h s u c h s a i n t s
a n d r e j o i c e i n t h i s m a n ' s c o n
t r i b u t i o n t o t h e L o r d ' s w o r k i n
N o r t h C h u l l a .

THIS CHRISTIAN BUSINESSMAN AND HIS WIFE HAVE BUILT A
NEW CHURCH FOR CHISANG.

^ Sincerely yours,

fj Joe and Dot Hopper ''

* IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT, PLEASE CLIP OLD ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW
ADDRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 203, 341 Ponce
de Leon Ave., NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30308.
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13 Presbyter ian Miss ion
159 Choong Whasan Dong
Chunju, North Chulla, Korea 520
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D e a r F r i e n d s :

Our b ig fami ly news is the recent ar r iva l
o f ou r fi r s t two g randsons . Joseph A l f r ed
was bom to Barron and Martha Hopper (Winston-
Sa lem) on December 7 , and Jus t i n was bo rn t o
A l i c e a n d J a c k D o k t e r ( S t o n e M o u n t a i n ) o n
Apr i l 7 . Ko reans take spec ia l p r i de i n hav ing
s o n s , s o D o t a n d I h a v e r e a p e d m u c h c r e d i t
f r o m o u r l o c a l f r i e n d s f o r t h i s a c h i e v e m e n t !
D a v i d a n d L i z a c o n t i n u e t h e i r w o r k a s d o c t o r
a n d n u r s e i n G r e e n s b o r o . M a r g a r e t p l a n s t o
go to Bangladesh as a Volunteer- in-Mission
n u r s e f o r o n e y e a r b e g i n n i n g t h i s s u m m e r.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, it has been a great satisfaction to me to work among
o u r r u r a l c h u r c h e s m o r e t h a n u s u a l d u r i n g t h e fi r s t f o u r m o n t h s o f t h i s y e a r , d u e t o g o o d
w e a t h e r a n d g o o d h e a l t h . L e t m e r e v i e w s o m e h i g h l i g h t s .

S i n - i l C h u r c h , h e r e i n C h u n j u ( d i s c u s s e d i n o u r l a s t
y e a r a t i t s o w n r e q u e s t t o o k o n f u l l s u p p o r t o f i t s
pastor. Rev. Ahn, who had previously been employed as
m y a s s i s t a n t . O n A p r i l 2 , I p r e a c h e d a t t h e i r s e c o n d
a n n i v e r s a r y, a n d w a s p l e a s e d t o fi n d a b o u t o n e h u n d r e d
m e m b e r s , m o s t l y y o u n g c o u p l e s , w i t h a b o u t o n e h u n d r e d
fif ty Sunday school ch i ldren. New housing and apar t
ments under construct ion promise rapid growth for
S i n i l .

Suh-pu Church, in Chungoop, thirty miles away.
Feeling the need for a new church in this rapidly grow
ing center, we have secured a new assistant. Rev. Sam-
suk Chang (r ight p icture), wi th whom to start one. We
have rented a brand-new house which has a large room
for church services and where Mr. Chang and his family
will live. With the new highways he can commute to my
o f fi c e b y b u s f o r l e s s t h a n a t a x i r i d e a c r o s s t o w n .
Last Sunday afternoon, Apri l 30, we held the formal
opening service at tended by representat ives of about
t h i r t y o t h e r c h u r c h e s i n t h e p r e s b y t e r y. A l s o p r e s e n t
were Dr. and Mrs. John W. Lancaster of the First Presbyterian Church of Houston. They
had been with me all day, visiting a small rural church in the morning. Pray that many
new believers will be led to this church, that Mr. Chang will be blessed in this work
and that the Lord will provide funds for land and building when needed.

Sah-poh Church at Who-poh-li, forty miles to the southwest on the coast, was a
surprise church! A Korean pastor telephoned long distance asking me to join him in a
visit there. A day or so later we did so, and there I had a happy reunion with a Mr.

S u h , h e a d t e a c h e r o f t h e l o c a l
grammar school and an elder,
and h is w i fe . They had p ic tures
t o p r o v e t h a t e x a c t l y t w e n t y
y e a r s a g o i n a c h u r c h o n e h u n
dred miles distant I had bap
t i z e d t h e m b o t h , a n d w e h a d n o t
s e e n e a c h o t h e r s i n c e . N o w
m o v e d t o t h i s v i l l a g e , t h e y h a d
b e g u n s e r v i c e s , s e c u r e d a n e x
c e l l e n t c h u r c h s i t e w h e r e f o r
c e n t u r i e s h e a t h e n s a c r i fi c e s h a d
been held under an ancient tree,
and star ted a church bui ld ing
wi th wal ls complete before they
ran ou t o f money ( le f t p i c tu re ) .
S e v e r a l S u n d a y s l a t e r D o t a n d I
went fo r the i r morn ing serv ice
in the "church" (sans roof,
floor, doors and windows) with a
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raw wind whipping snowflakes in off the open sea. (Short sermon that morning!) Since
then the church has been received into the Presbytery, I have been put in charge of i t ,
and we have dug up money to get the roof on before rainy season.

T h e r e a r e o t h e r m a t t e r s o f i n t e r e s t a n d c o n c e r n f o r w h i c h w e a s k y o u r p r a y e r s :

1 . Yo c h o n I n d u s t r i a l E v a n g e l i s m p r o j e c t l o c a t e d n e a r Yo s u o n e h u n d r e d m i l e s S o u t h o f u s .
This is the "bedroom" c i ty of a pro jected 100,000 populat ion under construct ion adjacent
t o a m u l t i - b i l l i o n d o l l a r p e t r o - c h e m i c a l i n d u s t r i a l c o m p l e x . D u r i n g t h e w i n t e r I m a d e a
n u m b e r o f t r i p s t o c o n f e r w i t h l o c a l P r e s b y t e r y o f fi c i a l s o n t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r s t a r t i n g
n e w c h u r c h e s i n Yo c h o n . T h e m i s s i o n p l a n s t o s e l l s o m e l a n d t o h e l p p r o v i d e l o a n f u n d s
f o r t h e s e p r o j e c t s , a n d a d j a c e n t K o r e a n c h u r c h e s a r e v o l u n t e e r i n g t h e i r s h a r e . I h a v e
b e e n a s k e d t o s e r v e o n t h e s p e c i a l c o m m i t t e e f o r t h i s p r o j e c t . Va r i o u s l e g a l p r o b l e m s
a r e s t i l l h o l d i n g u s u p .

2 . H o n a m T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y i n K w a n g j u . W i t h t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f R e v. D w i g h t L i n t o n a s
p r e s i d e n t , w e a r e s e a r c h i n g f o r a n e w p r e s i d e n t . F i n d i n g a q u a l i fi e d m a n a g r e e a b l e t o
a l l t h e b o a r d m e m b e r s , a n d w i l l i n g t o c o m e , i s b y n o m e a n s e a s y. P r a y t h a t G o d w i l l
b r i n g j u s t t h e r i g h t m a n f o r t h i s i m p o r t a n t t a s k o f
t r a i n i n g y o u n g m e n f o r t h e G o s p e l m i n i s t r y i n t h i s
p a r t o f K o r e a .
3 . The Laymen 's Tra in ing Ins t i t u te bu i l d ing in Chun ju
i s c o m p l e t e a n d w i l l h a v e i t s g r a n d o p e n i n g l a t e r t h i s
m o n t h . I t s t h r e e s t o r i e s a n d b a s e m e n t i n c l u d e o f fi c e s ,
c l a s s r o o m s , a l a r g e a u d i t o r i u m , d o r m i t o r y a n d d i n i n g
f a c i l i t i e s . A l r e a d y w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s h a v e b e g u n f o r a
c h u r c h w h i c h w i l l u s e t h i s c e n t e r a t l e a s t t e m p o r a r i l y .
N o r t h C h u l l a U n i v e r s i t y i s o n l y a f e w b l o c k s a w a y, a n d
w i t h m a n y s t u d e n t s b o a r d i n g i n h o m e s i n t h e n e i g h b o r
h o o d i t s h o u l d e a s i l y a t t r a c t s t u d e n t s . A b o u t o n e
h u n d r e d y a r d s a w a y w i l l b e t h e l a r g e s t t r a f fi c c i r c l e
i n C h u n j u C i t y , a n d l e s s t h a n fi v e m i n u t e s w a l k i s
t h e u n i o n b u s t e r m i n a l s e r v i n g t h e p r o v i n c e . P r a y
t h a t a f u l l a n d a d e q u a t e l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m
w i l l b e d e v e l o p e d h e r e f o r C h r i s t i a n s o f N o r t h C h u l l a .

4 . I n n u m e r a b l e i n d i v i d u a l s w e m e e t , b e f r i e n d , o r w o r k
w i t h . L i k e t h i s f a m i l y t o t h e r i g h t . T h i s C h r i s t i a n
i s a n o f fi c e r o f t h e c o a s t a l p o l i c e g u a r d i n g e v e r y
f o o t o f K o r e a n c o a s t l i n e a g a i n s t i n fi l t r a t i o n o r a t
t a c k b y N o r t h K o r e a n c o m m u n i s t s . Tw o S u n d a y s a g o I
b a p t i z e d h i s w i f e , b a b y a n d l i t t l e g i r l . W e h a d v i s i t
ed them las t yea r when the baby was a few days o ld .
H e i s a c t i v e i n t h e S a n g - h a C h u r c h , a n d w i t h h i m t h a t
S u n d a y w e r e f o u r o t h e r y o u n g p o l i c e g u a r d s . . . r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e o f
K o r e a w h o fi l l t h e c h u r c h e s a r e i n t h e i r o w n w a y a r e w i t n e s s e s t o t h e i r n e i g h b o r s t h a t
"God was in Chr is t reconc i l ing the wor ld to h imsel f , not count ing the i r t respasses against
t h e m , a n d e n t r u s t i n g t o u s t h e m e s s a g e o f r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . " I I C o r . 5 : 1 9

^ S incere ly yours ,

^ Joe and Dot Hopper* IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF̂OT, PLEASE CLIP 0̂  ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW
ADDRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 203, 3A1 Ponce
De Leon Avenue, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30308.
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C h u n j u , N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a 5 2 0
November, 1978

D e a r F r i e n d s :

This is a Thanksgiving letter, because often lately as I performed jobs involving
my hands but not my thoughts, I've mentally been listing some of the many reasons Joe
and I have for gratitude to our Heavenly Father, and to you friends in the States who up
h o l d o u r p a r t o f C h r i s t ' s w o r k a b r o a d .

October rounded out thirty(30) years since Joe, almost-two-year old Alice and I
arrived in Korea, having traveled here by U.S. Army troop-ship, which was the only way
to come in those days. Since our records were destroyed with other possessions during
the Korean War, we are not quite sure what day we arrived, but do recall it was during
t h e r i c e - h a r v e s t s e a s o n , a s n o w.

Two lines from Henry Alford's hymn, "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come," have been
l i n g e r i n g i n m y m i n d r e c e n t l y :

"God, our Maker, doth provide For our wants to be supplied" and "All the world is
God's own field. Fruit unto His praise to yield."

A number of persons and situations which the Lord has thrust upon our attention have been
reminding us of other parts of His vineyard than just our own.

The greatest reminders are daughter Margaret 's le t ters
from Bangladesh. For three months she is in language school
s tudy ing Benga l i . Then , w i th Ju l i e Cod ing ton , she w i l l a id
Drs. Ted and Sharon Kuhn as they show the love of Jesus by
us ing the i r med ica l sk i l l s in a Mus l im v i l l age . The Kuhns
are both doctors, and Julie and Margaret are nurses. When
Margaret volunteered to serve abroad for a year she (and we)
rather hoped she would be working in Korea. But the Lord
led otherwise, so she is now stationed in what is in many
w a y s o n e o f t h e m o s t d i f fi c u l t c o u n t r i e s o n e a r t h . H e r w o r k
in Haiti two summers ago under the Emory Nursing School
"nurse-abroad" program was helpful training. The orienta
t i o n p r o g r a m a t M o n t r e a t t h i s p a s t s u m m e r m e a n t a l o t t o
her. She was part of a group of Christ ian fr iends who are
n o w f a n n e d o u t t o s e r v e C h r i s t i n l a n d s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .
The Lord made her arrival in Dacca easy for me when X
l e a r n e d t h a t fi v e f r i e n d s w h o u s e d t o w o r k i n K o r e a m e t h e r
p l a n e : t h r e e C o d i n g t o n s a n d t w o P e t r i e M i t c h e l l s !

Interlocked with Margaret and Bangladesh in our prayers
and thoughts are six Koreans. For twenty years Elder Lee Young-choon was Joe's right-
hand man as secretary and assistant in the rural church work of our province. Before the
days of any paved roads in these parts they traveled by jeep, slept in the same tiny room
in Korean homes, rejoiced together at souls saved and new Christians baptized. They also
agonized together over the many uphill struggles of individuals or groups of Christians
s e e k i n g t o m a t u r e i n t h e i r f a i t h . A s s o m e t i m e s i s s t i l l t r u e i n t h e S t a t e s a s w e l l a s

h e r e , s o m e " f a l s e t e a c h e r s " l i k e t h o s e m e n t i o n e d
i n t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t E p i s t l e s c a n l e a d t h e L o r d ' s
s h e e p a s t r a y a n d c a u s e e n d l e s s t r o u b l e f o r c h u r c h
workers such as Joe and Elder Lee. Though I did
n o t s e e a s m u c h o f E l d e r L e e ' s w i f e a s J o e d i d o f
him, we have been good fr iends in Presbyterial
work, and on several occasions she was Presbyter
i a l P res iden t . She ' s a pe t i t e , t i ny pe rson who
was wel l inst ructed in the Scr ip tures by an ear ly
m i s s i o n a r y l a d y .

W e r e j o i c e w i t h E l d e r a n d M r s . L e e t h a t
t h e i r y o u n g e s t s o n ( a d o c t o r o f i n t e r n a l m e d i c i n e
in ou r Jesus Hosp i ta l ) w i t h h i s w i fe , l i ve -w i re
kindergarten-aged son, and second grade daughter,
hope shortly to be sent to Bangladesh as mission
a r i e s . T h e l e a d e r w h o m t h e H o l y S p i r i t u s e d a s
His ins t rument to br ing in to be ing the loca l
"Korean Mission to Bangladesh" was Dr. David Seel,
a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f o u r M e d i c a l C e n t e r . T h e h u m b l e
spi r i t o f the Lees (and of h is parents) as they
volunteer for th is miss ionary endeavor is most
unusual and beaut i fu l ! Enroute to Bangladesh,

"For some have never heard" Margaret spent a month here with us. The Lees
had the three of us for supper in their home one
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evening, and the fe l lowship shared wi l l remain one of the specia l h igh l ights of our
l i v e s . D r . L e e a w a i t s h i s p a s s p o r t , b u t h a s r e c e n t l y h a d s o m e d i s c t r o u b l e w h i c h m a y r e
q u i r e s u r g e r y . W e b e l i e v e , t h o u g h , t h a t i f t h e L o r d w a n t s t h e m a b r o a d , n o t a l l t h e
fo rces o f the enemy can h inder indefin i te l y. (Ph i l . 6 :12 ,18) P lease p ray fo r them.

Currently renting an apartment nearby is a French engineer, paving Korean highways.
I v i s i ted h is w i fe and five-year o ld daugh te r the o ther a f te rnoon . My s ix -year s tudy o f
F r e n c h i s r u s t y , b u t h o w f a s c i n a t i n g t o l e a m t h a t t h e t h r e e o f u s w a s e a c h b o r n i n a
d i f f e r e n t A f r i c a n c o u n t r y ! A f r i c a n l a n d s w i t h t h e i r c u r r e n t t i m e s o f v i o l e n c e o r b l o o d
shed are also part of our Lord's vineyard, as is Lebanon, the home-country of that en
g i n e e r ' s w i f e .

Dr. Arch Taylor, Pres ident of Shikoku Chr is t ian Col lege in Japan was inv i ted to
Korea with two Japanese faculty members to cement closer ties between that college and
Soongjun Chr is t ian Univers i ty, s tar ted by our miss ion. Arch came two days ear ly to v is i t
Chunju and go with us to a rural church. We had not met for years, but in 1947-48 the
Taylors and we (and a third mission-bound couple) shared a beach house as we tackled
Orienta l languages at Yale, so our f r iendship is deep. Arch re jo iced to watch Joe bap
t i z e fi v e n e w C h r i s t i a n s .

Ano the r gues t was an Aus t ra l i an m in i s te r whom we used t o know when he wo rked i n
Korea. Now he heads the mission program of the Austral ian Church. He told us especial ly
of h is recent exper iences on a t r ip to Bal i . Haul out your encyc lopedia and leam, as I
did! God has a large vineyard, and His Kingdom is coming in many parts of the globe.

F o l l o w i n g t w o w e e k s o f h o s p i t a l i z a
t ion in August, the Lord cal led my dear
d a d d y t o h i s h e a v e n l y h o m e . A s o v e r t h e
past years his health has gone downhil l ,
l ike Paul, he has been quite ready to go
t o b e w i t h C h r i s t . O u r g r a t i t u d e f o r
t h e h a p p y e l e v e n y e a r s m y w o n d e r f u l
s t e p - m o t h e r g a v e D a d d y i s b o u n d l e s s .
D i s t a n c e p r e v e n t e d m y p h y s i c a l p r e s e n c e
a t t h e f u n e r a l , b u t I a m g r a t e f u l t o
l i v e i n t h i s j e t a g e w h e n b y s a t e l l i t e -
telephone I could talk with my step
m o t h e r a f t e r d a u g h t e r A l i c e p h o n e d u s
t h e n e w s o f h i s d e a t h . M y t e n d a y s w i t h
D a d d y t h i s s p r i n g w e r e p r e c i o u s t o u s
both. Barron wrote that i t was the hap
p i e s t f u n e r a l h e h a d e v e r a t t e n d e d . H o ww o n d e r f u l i s t h e c e r t a i n t y o f o u r C h r i s - C h u r c h , C h u n j u )
tian hope! "But thousands and thousands who wander and fall never heard of that Heavenly
Home. I wish they could know there is room for them all, and that Jesus has bid them to
c o m e ! "

May the Lord of the harvest continue to use you and us in His way to tell them
about Jesus' life, death for them, resurrection and promise to come again.

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o r o t h y L . H o p p e r
*18 YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT, PLEASE CLIP 0^ ADDRESS AND SEND WITH lOT AD
DRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 230, 341 Ponce
d e L e o n A v e n u e , N E , A t l a n t a , G e o r g i a 3 0 3 0 8 .
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D e a r F r i e n d s ,

T h r e e m o n t h s f r o m t o d a y w e e x p e c t t o a r r i v e i n t h e
United States for a one-year "home assignment" (" fur
l o u g h " t o m o s t o f u s o l d - t i m e r s ) , o u r fi r s t f u l l y e a r
s i n c e 1 9 6 4 - 6 5 . W e l o o k f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g m a n y o f y o u ,
v i s i t i ng in churches to repor t on the Lord 's work in
Korea, and making many new fr iends. We wil l be l iv ing
in Montreat and welcome your visit ing us there (when you
c a n c a t c h u s a t h o m e ) . O u r a d d r e s s f r o m J u l y 2 3 w i l l b e :
Box 64, Montreat, NC 28757 (Tele. 704-669-7008).

Our Easter began with the news late Saturday night that my mother had left us and
was spending her first Easter Sunday with the Lord. She was nearly 86 and had been in
poor health for some time and was ready to go, so we rejoice that she has entered her hea
venly home. Mother was a remarkable person of great strength of character and determina
t ion and w i l l , who kept her th ree ch i ld ren c lo thed and fed and educated dur ing d i fficu l t
days when she and father served as missionaries in Mokpo (Korea). We thank God for those
who l ike our parents la id the sol id foundat ions for the remarkable church growth so ev i
d e n t i n K o r e a i n o u r g e n e r a t i o n .

T h e p i c t u r e s w i t h o u r l e t t e r d e s c r i b e p a r t o f
o u r l i v e s h e r e . To t h e r i g h t i s D o t w i t h y o u n g
f r i e n d s a t a n o r p h a n a g e i n C h u n j u w h e r e s h e v i s i t s
a s o f t e n a s p o s s i b l e t o p l a y w i t h t h e c h i l d r e n , s o m e
o f w h o m a r e s h o w n h e r e . O f t e n h e r s e r v i c e s i n v o l v e

a s s i s t i n g i n g e t t i n g m e d i c a l a t t e n t i o n f o r c h i l d r e n
w h e n s h e n o t i c e s t h e y h a v e s p e c i a l p r o b l e m s . S o m e
months ago as a chi ld sat on her lap (on r ight in
p i c t u r e ) , s h e h a p p e n e d t o f e e l a s e v e r e b a c k d e f o r m
i t y . D r . R o b e r t H e i m b u r g e r f r o m I n d i a n a p o l i s , v i s i t
i n g n e u r o - s u r g e o n a t t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n M e d i c a l C e n t e r
(Chunju), drove to the orphanage one Saturday after
n o o n t o s e e t h e c h i l d , w h o l a t e r h a d f r e e s u r g e r y i n
t h i s h o s p i t a l , i s n o w w e a r i n g a c a s t a n d i s h a p p i l y
s t r i d i n g a b o u t p l a y i n g w i t h t h e o t h e r o r p h a n a g e
c h i l d r e n .

A t t h e t o p o f t h i s p a g e o n e - h a l f o f a fi f t y - p o u n d b o m b h a n g s o v e r m y h e a d a t t h e
Tuk-j i Church which did not exist one year ago. With Dot and me are Evangel ist Kim II-
w o n a n d h i s w i f e . T u k - j i i s t h e c e n t r a l v i l l a g e o f a t o w n s h i p w i t h a b o u t 2 0 0 f a m i l i e s .
A young pastor twenty miles away arranged last summer for the young peoples' evangelist ic
team of a large church in Seoul to use part of their vacation to spend several weeks here,
They s tar ted a church and re turned to Seou l to en l is t a id . Wi th add i t iona l he lp f rom a
lady belonging to a church in Chunju Ci ty, land was purchased, a beaut i fu l whi te church
w i t h l i v i n g q u a r t e r s f o r t h e e v a n g e l i s t c o n s t r u c t e d , a n d E v a n g e l i s t K i m s e c u r e d t o c a r r y
o n t h e w o r k . W h e n w e w o r s h i p p e d t h e r e s e v e r a l m o n t h s a g o , w e f o u n d a fi n e n e w c o n g r e g a
t ion of happy Christ ians. Oh yes! the bomb? Back in 1954 a deacon had brought i t to
Chunju to divide in two and make church bells after i t fai led to explode when the USAF

d r o p p e d i t o n a b r i d g e n e a r h i s h o m e . T h i s h a l f i s i n i t s
t h i r d " p a s t o r a t e " h a v i n g s u m m o n e d w o r s h i p p e r s w h e n s t r u c k w i t h
a w o o d e n m a l l e t a t K a l t a m , S a h - g o k , a n d n o w Tu k - j i !

R e v. C h a n g S a r a - s u k ( l e f t ) i s m y a s s i s t a n t a n d c u r r e n t l y
we are bui ld ing the Suh-boo church in Chung-oop, thir ty mi les
to the south . Th is c i ty o f 65 ,000 is g rowing rap id ly and we
h a v e s e c u r e d l a n d i n a d e v e l o p i n g a r e a o f n e w h o u s i n g a n d a p a r t
m e n t b u i l d i n g s . M r . C h a n g i s s t a n d i n g o n t h e s i t e w i t h a p i l e
o f b r i c k s n o w b e i n g l a i d i n t h e n e w s t r u c t u r e w h i c h s h o u l d s e a t
u p t o 3 0 0 p e o p l e . A l r e a d y h e i s h o l d i n g s e r v i c e s i n h i s r e n t e d
h o m e a n d l a s t S u n d a y ( E a s t e r ) b a p t i z e d t e n a d u l t s . L a n d a n d
c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t s a r e e x t r e m e l y h i g h b u t w e a r e m o v i n g a h e a d
o n f a i t h t h a t t h e L o r d w i l l p r o v i d e . E x p e r i e n c e h a s p r o v e d
t h a t s u c h u r b a n c h u r c h e s a r e u s u a l l y f u l l y s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g w i t h
i n a y e a r a f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n .

Rev. Choi Tong-ho and I are in the scaffo ld ing (p ic tured
on Page 2 ) o f t he new Chang -pook Chu rch . He re we have been
a b l e t o s e i z e o n e o f t h e r e m a r k a b l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t o f t e n



p o p u p a r o u n d u s h e r e i n K o r e a . T h e c h u r c h w a s b e g u n
i n 1 9 7 3 i n a l a r g e c o a s t a l v i l l a g e w h e r e t h e r e w a s n o
c h u r c h p r e v i o u s l y . B u t t h e g o v e r n m e n t w a s b e g i n n i n g t o
r e c l a i m t h e o f f - s h o r e t i d a l l a n d b y b u i l d i n g d i k e s f r o m
t w o p r o m o n t o r i e s t o a n i s l a n d . T h i s l e f t C h a n g - p u k i n
t h e c e n t e r w h e r e t h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s b u i l t a b r a n d n e w
m o d e r n t o w n w i t h w i d e s t r e e t s , i m p o s i n g p u b l i c b u i l d
i n g s a n d s c h o o l s , a n d a b o u t a t h o u s a n d n e w h o u s e s f o r
p e o p l e w h o w i l l w o r k t h e v a s t r i c e p a d d i e s i n f o r m e r
sea - land . W i th a sma l l bu t en thus ias t i c congrega t ion to
s t a r t w i t h , a n d c o n s i d e r a b l e o u t s i d e h e l p f r o m i n t e r e s t
e d w e a l t h y K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n s , a fi n e n e w b r i c k c h u r c h
h a s b e e n e r e c t e d i n t h e c e n t e r o f t h e t o w n , a n d a n e n
e r g e t i c y o u n g p a s t o r s e c u r e d t o w o r k . M r . C h o i h a s
w o r k e d w i t h m e i n t h r e e o r f o u r p a s t o r a t e s e l s e w h e r e ,
a n d h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n o r d a i n e d a s a m i n i s t e r . W e e x
p e c t t o s e e t h i s p l a c e b r i n g m a n y h u n d r e d s i n t o s a v i n g f a i t h i n t h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t .

We hear regularly from our Margaret, who serves as a VIM nurse in Bangladesh with
o u r m i s s i o n . S h e h a s b e e n e x t r e m e l y b u s y h e l p i n g w i t h t h e n e w c l i n i c a t A l h a d i p u r ,
o p e n e d e a r l y i n M a r c h . S h e w r i t e s o f s e e i n g m a n y t i m e s a s m a n y p e o p l e i n n e e d o f m e d i c a l
h e l p t h a n t h e s m a l l m i s s i o n a r y s t a f f c a n p o s s i b l y t a k e c a r e o f , a n d t h i s w o r k n e e d s t h e
e a r n e s t p r a y e r s a n d s u p p o r t o f a l l o f y o u .

I t i s good to be a pa r t o f t he fe rmen t o f ac t i v i t y i n Ko rea today, pa r t i cu la r l y i n
C h r i s t i a n c i r c l e s . N o n e o f t h e s e p r o j e c t s i s w i t h o u t h e a d a c h e s , t o i l , a n d t e a r s , s o w e
ask that you cont inue to pray for a l l God's workers who labor to br ing in the harvest
G o d i s g r a n t i n g h e r e .

/^Sincerely yours,

( J Joe B. Hopper

*IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT, PLEASE CLIP OLD ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW
ADDRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 203, 341 Ponce
d e L e o n A v e n u e , N E , A t l a n t a , G e o r g i a 3 0 3 0 8 .

General AssemUy Mission Board
Presbyterian Church, U.S.
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
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D e a r F r i e n d s :

The Hoppers arrived in the United States on July 17 and are spending this
year in Montreat, North Carolina. Already, we have enjoyed numerous visits with
our chi ldren and two grandsons, and have vis i ted churches in several states.
After leaving Korea, where gasoline was $2.91 and beef $5.00, we are not even
complaining about prices here! Supermarkets and shopping malls look mighty good
to us. We have appreciated the warm welcome of many friends throughout the church,
fellowship with members of the church here in Montreat, and we thank God for their
i n t e r e s t a n d c o n c e r n f o r H i s w o r k a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .

As far as we have been able to determine, the recent assassination of the
president of Korea has not affected the work of our mission there or the l i fe of
the Korean Church. It is to be expected that politics will be "lively" and the
whole country somewhat unsett led unt i l new leadership is selected for the good of
the country and the continued growth of the church in that land.

C h r i s t m a s t h i s y e a r w i l l b r i n g t o g e t h e r a l l o u r f a m i l y f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e
since 1968 for the hol iday season. The marr iage of three of our chi ldren and the
arr ival of two grandsons enlarges the clan, and we look for an exci t ing t ime.

Someone recently asked us to write an account of Christmas in Korea. With the
hope that this will interest our readers right now, we attach a copy at the end of
this letter. May the Christmas season bring to all of you great joy as we remind
ourselves again of God's love in sending our Saviour into the world.

C h r i s t m a s i n K o r e a c e n t e r s o n t h e c h u r c h a n d o n C h r i s t m a s m u s i c . T h i s i s b e c a u s e a
church which is less than 100 years old does not have all the traditions we Western
ers have come to associate wi th the day. Santa Claus, e laborate decorat ions, g i f t
giving, family gatherings and roast turkey are so much a part of Christmas that we
A m e r i c a n s c a n n o t t h i n k h o w i t c o u l d b e c e l e b r a t e d o t h e r w i s e . O n l y r e c e n t l y h a v e
some of these things, such as Santa Claus and Christmas trees, come to Korea. Gifts
are exchanged, but not to the degree wi th which we are fami l iar. Most of the fest i
vities we enjoy are observed by Koreans on the Lunar New Year's Day which often comes
la te i n January o r ea r l y February. On Chr i s tmas Day, fo r Chr i s t i ans , the ac t i v i t i es
center around their churches, and the season is highlighted with numerous programs
o f C h r i s t m a s m u s i c .

Every Korean Church has a service on Christmas Day, and most church members are
present . In many respects i t is l ike a Sunday serv ice, except that the sermon is
shorter, and there is more music. Koreans love music, and some of them are attaining
wor ld recogn i t i on as p ro fess iona l mus ic ians . Many o f the la t te r, as we l l as s ta rs
of motion picture and TV fame, are Christ ians who learned their music in church choirs
which, on the average (at least in the cities), probably excel those in America. They

S i n c e r e l y ,

C H R I S T M A S I N K O R E A



especially enjoy the Christmas carols and Handel's Messiah which we think may be
performed in its entirety by more churches and musical groups in Korea (on the
a v e r a g e ) t h a n i n a n y c o u n t r y i n t h e w o r l d .

O n e c u s t o m , n o t n o w f o l l o w e d , w a s i n e f f e c t w h e n I w a s a b o y i n K o r e a i n t h e h o m e
of my missionary parents. One of my earl iest memories of Christmas was standing
shiver ing at the window at 4:00 a.m. hold ing a candle ( there was no e lectr ic i ty)
wh i le l i s ten ing to Korean cho i rs s ing the i r favor i te caro l be low the w indow: "Joy
t o t h e w o r l d , t h e L o r d i s c o m e ! " T h i s , p e r h a p s m o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r c a r o l , c a r r i e d
a message which could be sung with "great joy" by those to whom salvation in His
name was not only "good news" but "new news"!

It has been the practice of the Hoppers for a good many years to attend the Christmas
m o r n i n g s e r v i c e a t t h e S o h - s e n g C h u r c h a b o u t 1 2 m i l e s f r o m C h u n j u . M o s t o f t h e
m e m b e r s o f t h i s c h u r c h h a v e h a d l e p r o s y a t o n e t i m e o r a n o t h e r, a n d m a n y o f t h e m
s h o w t h e s c a r s o f t h a t t e r r i b l e d i s e a s e o n t h e i r f a c e s o r h a v e l o s t fi n g e r s o r t o e s
a s a r e s u l t . T h e i r s e r v i c e i s a l w a y s a f e s t i v e o c c a s i o n , w i t h t h e c h u r c h g a i l y
d e c o r a t e d , t h e c h o i r s i n g i n g p e r h a p s a h a l f d o z e n m u s i c a l n u m b e r s , a n d o t h e r s
( inc lud ing ch i ld ren 's groups) s ing ing. Of ten awards for a t tendance a t Sunday School ,
o r f a i t h f u l n e s s a s c h o i r m e m b e r s , a r e d i s t r i b u t e d o n t h a t d a y, a n d w e c o m e a w a y
f e e l i n g t h a t t h e b i r t h o f t h e S a v i o u r h a s b e e n r e m e m b e r e d a s H e w o u l d l i k e f o r u s
t o r e m e m b e r .

Magnificent Christmas television shows are a more modem part of Christmas in Korea.
Though largely government control led, our Korean networks provide some of the finest
musical events to be seen anywhere. One Christmas morning some years ago, when I was
sick and could not go out, I watched the Messiah with fu l l choir and orchestra, other
splendid musical shows, and an inspir ing service from one of the great churches in
Seoul. Knowing that many of the performers are Christ ians and sang from the heart
made i t al l the more meaningful.

Chr is tmas for Korean Chr is t ians is a lso a day to remember the unfor tunate. Gi f ts of
food and other necessit ies are taken to orphanages, homes for the aged, the prisons,
and the sick. We are thankful that in this way, they remember the words of I John 4:
11: "Beloved, i f God so loved us, we also ought to love one another."

*18 YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT, PLEASE CLIP OLD ADDRESS AND SEND WITH
NEW ADDRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 203,
341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia 30308.



BACK TO KOREA

M - 1 2 0 J o e a n d D o t H o p p e r
B o x 6 4
Montreal, NC 28757
June, 1980

D e a r F r i e n d s :

As we return to Korea in a few weeks, we go with happy memories of a year of making
new friends and renewing old friendships, of visits with children and grandchildren, and
of "l iving-it-up" in America for a ful l year for the first t ime since 1964-65. While
much could be said to the contrary, this is a great and good land, and we should all
thank God for freedoms, privileges, opportunities and blessings for more than we deserve.

Although we have been missionaries since 1947, this was the first t ime Dot was free
of home responsibilities and we could pursue itineration among the churches together. Be
tween us, we were "on the program" in one way or another 215 times in 149 churches or
groups, of which 22 involved more than one congregation. Despite threats of gas shortages,
we travelled 15,582 miles by car to meet appointments in 8 states. We were 87 nights "on
the road" and consumed at least 59 covered-dish or family-night suppers. We missed no
appointments because of sickness or car trouble, but 13 appointments were cancelled...
most of them in Albermarle Presbytery where we ran into the "blizzard of 1980."

We especially thank all those who were our hosts and in so many ways made our visits
pleasant and profitable. We tried to thank all of you, but in the confusion of a heavy
schedule and much travel, we may have failed to show our gratitude as we should have. If
you visit oi^ part of the world, be sure we will be happy to return your hospitality in
Chunju!

We discovered great enthusiasm for World Missions among those who participated in our
meetings, although frequently our hosts were disappointed at the attendance. We believe
the potential for financial support for taking the Gospel to the unconverted in other lands
is almost limitless in our church, but many church people are more concerned with local
needs on the one hand, or "turned off" for various reasons by our denominational system
of support for international missions on the other. Noting an apparent diminishing number
of younger church members almost everywhere, we call for prayer and effort directed towards
the youth o f our land and the i r en l i s tment in the l i fe and work o f the church . Th is shou ld
include education in what the missionaries of our church are doing, why the Word of God
requ i res miss ionary ac t i v i t y, and what the rea l needs o f the wor ld fo r Chr is t a re .



More than any other single event, the plight of American hostages in Iran has domi
nated the American scene this past year. It is right that we be concerned, that we pray
for their deliverance, and that we support every effort to secure their release. But let
this remind us of the millions in our world held hostage by Satan, "bound in the prison-
house of sin," separated from the Father's house where it is their right to live as His
sons and daughters. The failure of the rescue attempt in Iran should remind us Christians
that to "rescue the perishing" can be costly. It cost the life of God's only son; it con
tinues to be costly in terms of life and money. Yet if there is for a shepherd great joy
when the lost sheep is found, or for the angels of God rejoicing over one sinner who
repents, how much more celebration should there be for those remaining millions who find
salvation in the Name that is above every name.

Recent disturbances in Korea have caused some to ask how our return wil l be affected.
We see no reason for interruption of our work, and trust the Lord will continue to give us
the wide-open opportunities and freedom we have enjoyed all along...even through crises far
worse than the present. Unquestionably there will be tensions and pressures, particu
larly among our Korean friends, but we ask your prayers for a just settlement of political
problems, continued peace in a tense international climate, steady growth both in numbers
and maturity of the Korean Church, and the preparation of that church as a missionary
sending agency to carry the Gospel to yet unreached parts of the world...particularly
among i ts near neighbors in Asia.

"I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings be made on
behal f o f a l l men,
for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil
and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.
This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth."

— I T i m . 2 : 1 - 4

We fly from Atlanta July 16, arrive in Seoul before the sun sets again on July 17,
and in Chunju July 18. Until July 10 we will receive mail at Box 64, Montreat, NC 28757
. . . a f t e r t h a t d a t e a t :

13 Presbyterian Mission
159 Choong Whasan Dong
Chunju, North Chulla, Korea 520.

With love and best wishes from,

Your m iss ionary f r i ends ,

Jrfyand Dot Hopper

*IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT. PLEASE CLIP 0^ ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW
ADDRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 203, 341 Ponce
de Leon Ave., NE, Atlanta, GA 30365.



Joe and Dot Hopper
13 Presbyter ian Mission
159 Choong Whasan Dong
Chunju, North Chulla, Korea 520
October 1980

D e a r F r i e n d s :

M120

July 17 found us back in Korea as
planned, after one of our best trips
o u t f r o m t h e S t a t e s . W e h a d d r e a d e d
the usual intense heat and humidity of
Korean summers, but were pleasantly
surprised to have one of the coolest
summers on record, with not a single
uncomfortable day, enabling a quick
" re -en t ry " to ou r work . GREETING NEW BELIEVERS,

Since return I have visited about 50 churches, some of them bri i
dit ions, others to preach. We have concentrated on new and weak
just before we left for the States a year ago, and six of them begun
At Sin-duck (above), we met in a tent in a district with no other
seminary student began work here a year ago, and we found an enthusi
new believers (only 3 baptized members), but the pastor in charge told
that he baptized 17 there last Sunday. He and the young evangel ist
discuss plans and financing for purchasing land and building a church

Last Sunday (Sept. 28) Dot and I spent the day at a distant villag
(Kun-tonq-ni) and worshipped in a converted chicken house on a farm
(orchard) with adjacent village population of about 1500. The or
chard owner is a deacon in Seoul, who has sent a fine young Christi
h is farm. They began ho ld ing regular serv ices in June, and s tar te
w i t h t e a c h e r s w h o w a l k 3 m i l e s f r o m t h e n e a r e s t c h u r c h . W o r d t h a t
would be present brought many curious visitors, a number of them
to Chr ist ian worship. At the af ternoon Sunday School about 60
were well led by the young farmer who had been superintendant of
cal l for securing a regular worker soon, and the deacon in
donate land and to help construct a church bui ld ing.

c a l l s t o c h e c k o n c o n -
churches, some started
during the interval,

nearby church . A
congregat ion o f

me yesterday
w e r e h e r e t o
t h i s f a l l .

CHOI-JU
couple here to manage

a Sunday School
m i s s i o n a r i e s

f o r t h e i r fi r s t e x p o s u r e
c h i l d r e n c r o w d e d i n a n d
o n e n e a r S e o u l , P l a n s
Seoul has promised to

In mid-October we expect to journey to Cheju Islai
ob ject is to he lp Cheju Presbytery in i ts church
encourage and strengthen the weaker churches. Early in̂ ^
trip, taking busses to the southwestern port of Mokpo (where I<hour ferry ride to Cheju (a total of about 200 miles^ î̂ as the
ing through the magnificently scenic islands and
Korean archipelago, I could not help but th inkfather had pioneered in those regions when travel̂ ^̂
e x t r e m e l y d i f fi c u l t , p r i m i t i v e , a n d e v e n ^ /order to establish churches among people for whom tn̂  Q
not only "good news" but was literally "new news." y/j

The evangelism of Cheju was begun about 70 years
ago by Korean "Home
m i s s i o n a r i e s , " b u t

w o r k f o r o n e m o n t h . O u r
plant ing program, and to
September I made a quick
grew up) and then a 5H

c r o w fl i e s ) . S a i l -
peninsulas of the
*60 years ago my

living conditions wej
iangerous, in

Gospel wai

o C
d e v e l o p m e n t h a s b e e r ^ L 5 ^
slow because of isolation from the maini^d and the diffi
culty of securing (and keeping) ^
g o o d l e a d e r s h i p . T h i s p e a n u t - ^
shaped island is about 50 miles ^
long with a 6400-foot extinct volcano at the center. Most
churches are located along the coastal highway encircling
the island, but many inland villages have no churches. Of
the 450,000 population, 30,000 are Christian (less than 1%
and less than half the estimate for all Korea). Since
Korean church stat is t ics inc lude Sunday School chi ldren
and inquirers, the number of baptized members is only 1/3
of th is figure, or about 2% of the
t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n !

WITH LAVA STONE IMAGE CHEJU RHYMES WITH "HEY-YOU"



t
Out of 110 churches on the island, 71 belong to Cheju

Presbytery. Of these, 11 have over 100 members, 24 have
between 50 and 100, and 36 are less than 50. The Presbytery
development plan calls for establishing new churches in each
of 20 villages with 300 or more homes which are presently
without churches, and our primary objective is to help in
th is program.

EX RADIO-TV ENTERTAINER
SINGS THE "NEW-SONG"

IN A RURAL CHURCH

We expect to take our car, using the ferry between
Mokpo and Cheju, making the cost from Chunju to Cheju about
$100. This is expensive, but we feel it is worth it if we
c a n c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e L o r d ' s w o r k f o r a f u l l m o n t h ' s t i m e .
We will live in a small apartment in Cheju City and work out
from there as decided in consultation with the Evangelistic
Committee of the Presbytery. If this proves a practical
system of work, we expect to continue with similar visits of
a month each spring and a month each fall. This is a new
project for us since we have always served in the one province
of North Chulla since reaching Korea in 1948. So we ask for
your prayers as we begin.

S i n c e r e l y,

Joe and Dot Hopper

A q u o t a t i o n f o r y o u r B u l l e t i n :

"When will we recognize the fact that the wrath of
God spoken of in the Bib le is far less d i rected at
those who sit in darkness than it is against those
who refuse to share what they have?

"How hard have we tried to save others? The $700
million per year Americans give to mission agencies
is no more than they give for chewing gum. Wri-
cans pay more for pet food in two months than they
spend annually for foreign missions.

"A person must overeat by at least $1.50 worth of
food per month to maintain one excess pound of
flesh. Yet $1.50 per month is more than what 90
percent of all Christians in America give to missions.
If the average mission supporter is only five pounds overweight, it means he spends (to
his own hurt) at least five times as much as he gives for missions. If he were to choose
simple food (as well as not overeat) he could give ten times as much as he does to mission
and not modify his standard of living in any other way!"

LEARNING THE GOSPEL CHORUSES

--Dr. Ralph D. Winter in "Unreached Peoples '79"

*IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT. PLEASE CLIP M ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW
ADDRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 203, 341 Ponce de
Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30365. ALSO, PLEASE NOTIFY THIS OFFICE IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO
RECEIVE THESE LETTERS.



M 1 2 0 J o e a n d D o t H o p p e r
1 3 P r e s b y t e r i a n M i s s i o n
159 Choong Whasan Dong
C h u n j u , N o r t h C h u l l a
K o r e a 5 2 0

J a n u a r y 1 2 , 1 9 8 1

D e a r F r i e n d s :

M a y t h e N e w Ye a r b r i n g y o u m u c h j o y i n t h e L o r d a n d f a i t h f u l n e s s i n H i S '
service! As you prepare for the 1981 Witness Season, remember the goal of
$1,000,000 wi l l be ent i re ly over-and-above the regular budget . You may des ignate
a l l o r a p o r t i o n o f y o u r o f f e r i n g t o e i t h e r o v e r s e a s w o r k o r n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n w o r k ,
a n d o n l y t h e u n d e s i g n a t e d p o r t i o n w i l l b e d i v i d e d 8 0 % a n d 2 0 % r e s p e c t i v e l y b e t w e e n
these two. Here is your chance to make it possible to:

"Spread the t id ings a l l a round,
Jesus saves, Jesus saves!"

When we last wrote, we anticipated a new work on Cheju Island, 100 miles south
of mainland Korea. Our normal work continues in the province around Chunju, but
th i s le t te r w i l l concen t ra te on our month 's m iss ion to Che ju . On Oc t . 17 , w i th
our 1974 Pin to Wagon fu l l o f c lo th ing, bedding, k i tchen suppl ies , parce ls o f Gospel
tracts, etc., we drove 125 miles to Mokpo (where I l ived as a boy) and sailed by
car ferry 5^ hours to Cheju Ci ty, af ter a smooth voyage through the scenic archi
pelago of southwestern Korea. We set up housekeeping with a minimum of problem-
solving in an apartment at the Cheju Christ ian Center, establ ished some years ago
b y R e v. K e n n e t h B o y e r a n d c u r r e n t l y h o u s i n g t h e P r e s b y t e r y B i b l e I n s t i t u t e a n d
o f fi c e s , a n d p l u n g e d i n t o l e a r n i n g a b o u t t h e i s l a n d , i t s p e o p l e a n d c u s t o m s , a n d
par t icu la r ly the church s i tua t ion and evange l ism needs. One is tempted to d ig ress
a n d r e l a t e f a s c i n a t i n g t i d b i t s o f h i s t o r y o r e x c l a i m o v e r t h e e x q u i s i t e n a t u r a l
b e a u t y o f C h e j u w h i c h w e t r i e d t o a b s o r b a n d e n j o y t o t h e f u l l e s t . I k n o w o f n o
rule that says missionar ies should not have a good t ime, which we certainly did!

B e n e a t h t h e v e n e e r o f s e m i - t r o p i c a l
b e a u t y , t h e b r i s k t o u r i s t t r a d e , t h e
t h r i v i n g e c o n o m y b a s e d o n t a n g e r i n e s ,
p i n e a p p l e s , v e g e t a b l e c r o p s a n d fi s h ,
w e d i s c o v e r e d s o m e s t a r t l i n g f a c t s :

1 . T h e s t r e n g t h o f S h a m a n i s m , a l l
k i n d s o f s u p e r s t i t i o n a n d B u d d h i s m a m o n g
C h e j u - i t e s . W e i r d f o r m a t i o n s o f r o c k ,
l a v a , c a v e s , g r o t t o e s , g n a r l e d t r e e s ,
e t c . , a r e o b j e c t s o f w o r s h i p , 1 8 , 0 0 0
s p i r i t s a r e s a i d t o i n h a b i t t h e s e
p l a c e s . H u n d r e d s o f s h a m a n s ( w i t c h
d o c t o r s ) a c t a s i n t e r m e d i a r i e s w i t h t h i s
s p i r i t w o r l d . I n o n e i n l a n d v i l l a g e
a n y o n e s e e i n g a s n a k e i n t h e r o a d b o w s
a n d w o r s h i p s i t r i g h t t h e r e !

T h o u s a n d s o f m a i n l a n d e r s h a v e m o v e d t o

t h i s i s l a n d a n d a r e c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t w o l a r g e c i t i e s w h e r e t h e c h u r c h e s r e fl e c t t h i s
s e g m e n t . T h e o t h e r g r o u p a r e t h e o r i g i n a l i s l a n d e r s , w i t h t h e i r o w n c u s t o m s , d i a l e c t ,
a n d a t t i t u d e s . T h e m a j o r i t y o f c h u r c h e s a r e c o m p o s e d o f t h e m .

3 . T h e c o m p a r a t i v e w e a k n e s s o f t h e c h u r c h e x c e p t i n u r b a n a r e a s w h e r e m a i n l a n d e r s
h a v e s t r o n g c o n g r e g a t i o n s . D o z e n s o f r u r a l c h u r c h e s a r e e x t r e m e l y w e a k a n d n e e d e n
c o u r a g e m e n t a n d l e a d e r s h i p . S o m e t o w n s o f 1 5 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 p e o p l e h a v e o n l y o n e s m a l l c h u r c h
of about 10 members and a handful in Sunday School. Strong supersti t ions create,
g r e a t e r r e s i s t a n c e t o t h e G o s p e l t h a n a n y w h e r e w e h a v e s e e n i n K o r e a . M a n y w e a k
c h u r c h e s w e r e f o u n d e d d u r i n g t h e K o r e a n Wa r b y N o r t h K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n r e f u g e e s w h o
returned to the mainland af ter the war, leaving smal l groups of new Chr ist ians unable
t o s u p p o r t a l e a d e r .

W e v i s i t e d 4 0 o f t h e 7 1 c h u r c h e s a n d 5 o u t p o s t s a n d
preached in 15 of them. The chairman of the Presbytery
Evangelism Committee spent 8 days with us visit ing the
w e a k e r c h u r c h e s w i t h w h i c h h i s c o m m i t t e e i s i n v o l v e d .

H e l p f u l c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e P r e s b y t e r y B i b l e I n s t i t u t e
r e v e a l e d a fi n e w o r k o f t r a i n i n g a b o u t 2 0 m e n a n d w o m e n
a s e v a n g e l i s t s , m o s t o f w h o m a l r e a d y s e r v e w e a k e r c h u r c h e s
(as does the young woman, p ic tu re to the r igh t ) . I t i s
a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e t o o b t a i n w o r k e r s f r o m t h e m a i n l a n d ,
wh i ch h i gh l i gh t s t he impo r tance o f t h i s t r a i n i ng cen te r.

W h o s a y s m i s s i o n a r i e s n e v e r w o r k !

2 . T h e d u a l n a t u r e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n .



Of most interest was an excursion to outlying Chu-ja Island, 2h hours by boat
from Cheju City. Blessed with smooth sailing and marvelous weather we found a
beaut i fu l i s le in the midd le o f nowhere sur rounded by rocky min i - i s le ts resembl ing
sea monsters cavorting in the waves. Apparently we were the only missionaries ever
to visit, except when Rev. R. K. Robinson was forced by a storm to take shelter there
25 years ago. We found two vigorous churches, preached to a packed house at the
Chu-kwang (= "Light of Chu-ja") Church on Wednesday night, and participated in the
af ternoon ch i ld ren 's serv ice w i th over 100 present . The two top men in the loca l
government are church officers and there is evidence that the church is making strong
local impact. Walking along the wharves after dark, we thought of the radar screen
500 feet above on a high hilltop scanning the horizon, while the piercing beam of a
lighthouse swept through the darkness every few seconds...reminders of the protection
and guidance of the Creator of the land and sea and sky so impressively displayed
during the day just past. We were thankful too for the strength and vitality of
these churches, founded, maintained, and led by her own leaders. We came away
feeling that we who thought we had come to bless had been the ones who were blessed
i n s t e a d .

Contacts were made with several "para-church" missions. Mr. Pak Sikyung works
with seamen along the Cheju City waterfront, a difficult yet surprisingly fruitful
ministry among his countrymen and other nationalities. Similar work at mainland
ports enables Christians to send Bibles to North Korea via crews of ships from Near
East o i l count r ies . He had a lso worked w i th the 40-nat iona l i ty c rew o f the "Logos"
which docked here a month, and whose teams fanned out for every kind of evangelism,
including that among prisoners and students, and conducted courses aboard ship to
t r a i n l o c a l l e a d e r s i n e v a n g e l i s m . A t t h e t r a n s m i t t i n g s t a t i o n o f t h e F a r E a s t
Broadcasting Co. we saw how the Gospel is beamed in Korean, Chinese, Japanese and
R u s s i a n a l l o v e r t h e F a r E a s t . R e p l i e s h a v e c o m e f r o m a s f a r a w a y a s M o s c o w a n d
Sweden. One, a year ago, is from a Korean in Shanghai who reported that recently
f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e i n 3 0 y e a r s t h e K o r e a n c o n g r e g a t i o n o f t h a t c i t y m e t w i t h g r e a t
joy, and that many Chinese l is ten to the programs. Just because these min is t r ies
a r e n o t " o u r s " i s n o e x c u s e t o o m i t t h e m f r o m o u r p r a y e r s .

N o t t h e l e a s t i m p o r t a n t w a s m a k i n g
m a n y f r i e n d s a m o n g t h e P r e s b y t e r y l e a d e r s
w h o h a v e u r g e d u s t o r e t u r n a n d c o n t i n u e
o u r w o r k n o w t h a t w e h a v e b e c o m e

a c q u a i n t e d , a n d i t i s o u r e x p e c t a t i o n
t o d o s o w i t h o u r n e x t t o u r d u r i n g M a y.
W e h o p e t o b e a p a r t o f s t r e n g t h e n i n g
t h e c h u r c h i n a p o p u l a t i o n w h e r e t h e
p e r c e n t a g e o f C h r i s t i a n s i s p e r h a p s o n l y
a t h i r d t h a t o f t h e m a i n l a n d . W e a s k

y o u r p r a y e r s f o r u s i n t h i s a s w e l l a s
o u r c o n t i n u e d s e r v i c e i n N o r t h C h u l l a .

S u c h a m i n i s t r y m a y e v e n b e a r f r u i t
b e y o n d K o r e a . O n C h e j u , b o t h M r . P a k
( r e f e r r e d t o a b o v e ) a n d M r . a n d M r s .
Suh Sin-g i l (p ic tured at r ight and serv ing a church on the eastern end of the is land)
h o p e t o b e c o m e m i s s i o n a r i e s a b r o a d , w i t h t h e i r e y e s o n N e p a l a n d A f r i c a r e s p e c t i v e l y ,
s h o u l d t h e L o r d o p e n t h e w a y.

S i n c e r e l y ,



JESUS LOVES ME, THIS IS KNOW

J 4 2 . 2 0 H o p p e r
159 Choong Whasan Dong
C h u n j u , N o r t h C h u l l a , K o r e a
A u g u s t 2 2 , 1 9 8 1

D e a r F r i e n d s & P r a y e r - p a r t n e r s :

F i r s t , f r o m D o t : M y i n c e n t i v e f o r
w r i t i n g y o u i s t h a t I c o v e t y o u r p r a y e r s
f o r t h e h e a l t h o f t w o e x c e p t i o n a l l y f r a i l ,
d e d i c a t e d K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n s , E l d e r L e e
Young-choon and his wife. Those of you who
h e a r d u s s p e a k o n o u r l a s t t i m e S t a t e - s i d e
m a y r e c a l l o u r t e l l i n g o f D r. L e e ( i n t e r n
is t f rom the "Jesus Hospi ta l " here) who,
w i t h h i s l o v e l y w i f e a n d e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l
aged daugh te r and son have gone to Bang la
d e s h a s m i s s i o n a r i e s . U n d e r t h e H o l y
Sp i r i t ' s l ead ing th rough Dr. Dav id See l ,
p e r s o n n e l o f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n M e d i c a l C e n
t e r a n d o t h e r C h r i s t i a n s o f C h u n j u C i t y
s e n t t h e m t o h e a l a n d t o t e a c h t h e G o s p e l

i n t h a t d i f fi c u l t M o s l e m s e t t i n g . F o r 2 0 y e a r s h i s f a t h e r . E l d e r L e e , w o r k e d w i t h J o e
h e l p i n g t o p l a n t r u r a l c h u r c h e s i n t h i s p r o v i n c e . R e t u r n i n g f r o m o u r r e c e n t v a c a t i o n ,
w e l e a r n t h a t h i s w i f e h a s b e e n h o s p i t a l
i z e d a n d i s d o i n g w e l l f o l l o w i n g s u r g e r y
f o r a m a l i g n a n c y. B u t w h e n I w e n t t o s e e
h e r , I a l s o n o t i c e d h o w f r a i l h e l o o k s .
O u r H e a v e n l y F a t h e r h a s H i s p l a n s w h i c h
a r e h i g h e r t h a n o u r s , b u t i f t h a t d e a r
c o u p l e c o u l d t a r r y i n t h i s w o r l d a t l e a s t
unt i l Dr. Lee 's fami ly comes on fur lough
n e x t y e a r , h o w h a p p y p a r e n t s , c h i l d r e n
a n d g r a n d c h i l d r e n w o u l d b e ! O u r M a r g a r
et 's having nursed awhile in Bangladesh
t o o m a k e s m e e m p h a t h i z e e s p e c i a l l y i n
t h i s s i t u a t i o n .

I 'm glad that our Lord took His
d i s c i p l e s " a p a r t t o r e s t a w h i l e . " T h i s
summer Joe and I aga in spen t t ime i n one
o f t h e t e n r u s t i c s u m m e r c a b i n s i n t h e
b e a u t i f u l C h i d i M o u n t a i n r a n g e . T h i s
camp might be termed a "descendant" of a
l a r g e r b e t t e r s i t u a t e d o n e b e g u n b y o u r
m iss ion some 50 yea rs ago upon the u r
g i n g o f t h e d o c t o r s f o r h e a l t h r e a s o n s .
In that camp part of the Old Testament was translated by Dr. W.D. Reynolds working with a
K o r e a n s c h o l a r . W e d i d n o t h a v e t o b o i l o u r d r i n k i n g w a t e r ( a s h e r e i n C h u n j u ) - a n d
were re f reshed by fe l l owsh ip w i th o ther m iss ionar ies , tenn is on two d i r t cour ts , h i k ing

a l o n g fl o w e r y t r a i l s , a n d s w i m m i n g i n a d a m m e d -
up moun ta in s t r eam. A B r i t i sh doc to r ' s f am i l y
a r r i v e d a d a y a f t e r h a v i n g v i e w e d t h e r o y a l
w e d d i n g o n t h e T V s c r e e n o f a n A m e r i c a n m i l i t a r y
chap la in ! A miss ionary who had jus t re turned
from 8 months of work-study assignment in India
c h a l l e n g e d u s w i t h t h e s p i r i t u a l p o v e r t y a n d
o t h e r n e e d s o f t h a t p o p u l o u s c o u n t r y . F o r 4
m o r n i n g s t h e c a m p a d u l t s l i s t e n e d t o t a p e s o f
e x p o s i t i o n s o f I T h e s s a l o n i a n s b y D r . J o h n S t o t t
a t a K e s w i c k C o n f e r e n c e i n E n g l a n d . Ta k e o u t
your hymnal and be refreshed by the thoughts of
our camp hymn: "I Sing the Almighty Power 6^
God." C louds, mounta ins , flowers , a ground-hog,
a p a l e s m o o t h c a t e r p i l l a r . . . . r e m i n d e d u s o f o u r
C r e a t o r ' s h a n d i w o r k .

M a y y o u i n o u r s u p p o r t i n g c h u r c h e s , a n d
o u r d e n o m i n a t i o n a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e i n h e r
h i s t o r y a n d t h a t o f t h e w o r l d , l i s t e n t o t h e
s t i l l sma l l vo i ce o f God ' s Ho l y Sp i r i t as t o
w h e r e a n d h o w H e w a n t s u s t o f u l fi l l C h r i s t ' s
g r e a t C o m m i s s i o n . Yo u a n d I c a n n o t l e a d e v e r y
o n e t o t h e S a v i o u r f r o m s i n , n o r h e a l e v e r y h u r t
w e s e e . . . . b u t w e c a n d o s o m e t h i n g . U p h o l d ,
p lease , D r. and Mrs . C l i f f K i r kpa t r i ck and

ABOARD CHRISTIAN FISHERMAN'S BOAT FOR WORSHIP
SERVICE (SUH-GI-PO, CHEJU ISLAND).

I B A P T I Z E D T H E B R I D E A S A N I N F A N T



t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n A t l a n t a a s h e s p e a r h e a d s t h e
m i s s i o n o u t r e a c h o f o u r c h u r c h .

Daily we praise the Lord for His goodness
t o v a r i o u s m e m b e r s o f o u r f a m i l y.

In October we'll again spend a month work
ing on Cheju Island. May our presence and Joe's
counsell ing and preaching be a means of strength
ening the rural work of that Presbytery!

Now, f rom Joe ; Cur ren t l y we a re d i s t r i bu t
ing scholarship aid to seminary students for the
f a l l t e r m . K o r e a n s c h o o l s b e g i n e a r l y i n t h e
year so this is the second semester for these
m e n . B e c a u s e t h e r e a r e s o m a n y s t u d e n t s , w e r e
s t r i c t th i s p rogram to sen io rs f rom the fou r
Presbyter ies of th is prov ince who are a lso serv
ing rural churches on weekends and vacations. XHESE YOUNG PEOPLE BEGAN THE NEW CHURCH
It appears that this fall we will be helping 15 TAP-DONG
such men with slightly over $100 apiece and we
thank those of our readers who make this program possible. Through this aid we not only
help with their education, but indirectly help the small churches they serve and encour
age these workers to continue their ministry in this province. Please pray for them and
t h e c h u r c h e s t h e y s e r v e .

Honam Theological Seminary in Kwangju has at last found a new president! The one
installed two years ago accepted a call to work in Seoul early this year and for six
months we have been responsible for finding a new man. We are happy that Rev. Hee-chul
Lee has accepted and is taking up his duties at the beginning of the fall term. In ad
dition to the usual theological studies in Korea. He has nearly completed his doctorate
at an American seminary and is a specialist in Bible Geography, having spent a year in
special studies in the Holy Land. He, too, needs our prayers in the important responsi
b i l i t y fo r t ra in ing hundreds o f men fo r the Gospe l m in is t ry.

Since we returned from the States last summer a year ago, eight new churches have
been started in our area of responsibility in North Chulla Province, not counting several
here in the city of Chunju. Five of them have already built churches (or are in the pro
cess) and we trust the others will shortly. Last Sunday we met in a small brand-new
brick church where a year ago worship was just beginning in a tattered old army tent.
Often the evangelists in such places have a difficult time living on small inadequate
salaries, overcoming the natural resistance of some elements in such places on the part
of those who oppose the Christian Church, and trying to lead brand-new believers into a
fuller understanding of the life in Christ. Taken separately, such small congregations
may seem insignificant, but thousands of them collectively are the secret of the dramatic
growth and strength of the Church of Korea. Pray that God will continue this growth
l i ke "w i l dfi re " ( as one m iss i ona ry w r i t e r has exp ressed i t . )

We t reasure not only your prayers, but your let ters, and thank you for them. We try
to answer all personal letters, and if you fail to get an answer, please write again as
s o m e t i m e s t h e r e s e e m s t o b e l o s s i n t h e m a i l i n o n e d i r e c t i o n o r t h e o t h e r .

May the Lord r ich ly b less a l l o f you!

^ Sincerely,



M l 2 0 J o e a n d D o t H o p p e r
159 Choong Whasan Dong
Chunju, North Chulla, Korea 520

May 8, 1982
D e a r F r i e n d s :

May 5 is "Chi ldren's Day" in Korea, a national
hol iday. As we sat eat ing noodles and r ice in a smal l
Chinese restaurant on Cheju Is land ( f rom which th is is
wr i t ten), parents wi th their chi ldren fi l led adjoin ing
tab les to ce lebra te the day as fami ly groups. The
color TV above showed "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer"
with Tom and Huck speaking perfect Korean! (What wise
crack would Mark Twain have had about that?) Parks
and amusement places all over Korea were thronged with
noisy, happy children and their parents, making it a
day every na t ion-shou ld im i ta te .

C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s a l s o m a k e t h e m o s t o f t h i s h o l
iday. Some have church family picnics (at least three
here in Cheju City did so). Others use the day for church functions. We attended one at mid
day at the Oe-do Church. Their old building alongside a stream had been flooded by heavy
rains last year, and this occasion was the official "first service" in a new building...a
former day-care center purchased and remodelled. The place was filled with rejoicing church
members and well-wishers from neighboring churches. Pastor Sohn of the largest church on
the island preached, and a fine choir of young people sang. That night we worshipped 15
miles away at the Nahp-oop Church, a new project sponsored by another large congregation
in Cheju City. This town is one of the ancient administrative centers of the island...yet
only a handful of its people are Christians. We were pleased to find an experienced evangel

ist who, with his attractive wife, is beginning
to win the vil lagers to Christ, starting with
the l i t t le ch i ldren, about 20 of whom were at
this Wednesday evening service.

Unlike most of you in the States, vje ex
perienced mild weather in Korea this past win
ter, and thus had no interruption of normal
work because of slippery or muddy roads. We
travelled extensively among churches all across
r u r a l N o r t h C h u l l a P r o v i n c e . O n t h e fi r s t
Sunday of the year, I preached at the three
successive morning services of the largest
church in the prov ince ( to ta l a t tendance about
1600) which was quite a contrast to our regular
congregations in new and weak rural churches
which seldom exceed 50. Dot visits the women's
section of the local penitentiary, in a nearby
orphanage, and in a home for people with various
mental problems. Response to needs of those
about us and participation in their joys and

sorrows (from weddings to funerals) keep us busy. A few weeks ago we attended the funeral
of the widow of long-time friend Elder Yoon Sung-man of Namwon City, 40 miles away. He had
been a stalwart Christian and leading figure in founding the largest church of his city.
She was the mother of a large family of children and grandchildren scattered to all parts
of Korea, the United States, Canada, and Germany. A daughter is the busiest evangelist at
the Presbyterian Medical Center in Chunju, a grandson is a pastor in Kwangju, another grand
son pi lots a 747 for Korean Air l ines to the ends of the earth.
After a thoroughly Christian service, the old lady was laid to
rest beside her husband on a quiet hillside with a spectacular
view of one of the most beautiful sections of Korea with the maje
tic Chidi mountain range as a backdrop.

An unusual experience this spring was to take a new mission
ary, Rev. Jeff Ritchie, to visit island churches two hours by boa
from Mokpo in South Chulla Province. Jeff, Megan and children
will move to Kwangju, capital of that province, this summer to
begin work as an evangelist. I only wish we had the privilege
more often of showing a brand new missionary the possibilities
for this type of pioneer evangelism! The trip to Ha-wi-do was
because of various contacts: my Korean assistant was born there;
we had helped with a scholarship in seminary one of the evangel
ists on the island; and it was in this general region that my
father had worked 50 years ago. The weather was excellent, the
sea was smooth, the scenery magnificent, and our v/elcome over
whelming. I preached in one of the two churches, Jeff gave
his testimony (in Korean!) in the other, and we visited tivo
outposts where new churches are to be built but where funds are

Elder Hyun serves as evangelist for
the Tuk-soo Church on Cheju Island.
To serve community needs he has
star ted a day-care nursery in the
c h u r c h f o r s i x t y c h i l d r e n .

At Pi-sum outpost on Ha-wi-do Island we
sat on the floor and preached to the new
Chr is t ians. When funds can be ra ised,
they plan a new church building.

Rev. Je f fe rson R i t ch ie ,
after 2 years of lang
uage study is ready to
begin evangelistic work
i n S o u t h C h u l l a P r o v -

i n c e .



still lacking. Here we saw the church in action on its frontiers and were impressed withthe vigor of Christian witness and the wholesale response of these island villagers to the
Gospel.

In previous letters we have mentioned Dr. U. Lee and his wife, Korean missionaries sent
from Chunju under the sponsorship of the Presbyterian Medical Center to serve in Bangladesh,
and asked your prayers for them. A few months ago they returned for their first furlough
after 3 years' service. His parents, though very frail and in poor health, are still living,
and we share in their joy in having Dr. and Mrs. Lee back home for a time. Pray that Korean
Christians will continue to expand their missionary outreach to all corners of the world,
not only through such church-appointed professional missionaries, but through other Christ
ians now going out literally into every country on earth.

Missionaries do keep busy, and their work is never fin
ished, but we do have times for relaxation. An evening of
games, a party at Christmas or other times, a Saturday after
noon hike to enjoy Korea's natural beauty, or a hymn-sing may
provide recreation. Our missionaries gather on Thursday even
ing for mid-week prayer meeting, and on Sunday afternoons for
a worship service in English, shared with a score or more
English-speaking Koreans. Letter writing to our families
keeps the typewriters busy...in our case to 4 children and
5 grandchildren (soon to be 6). We thank you for your prayers
for the latest of these, born with Downs' Syndrome, but grow
ing healthily and loved by her family. This summer we plan
to take a br ief vacat ion in the States to see our expanding
t r i b e .

This month Korea celebrates the 100th anniversary of the
beginning of formal diplomatic relations between Korea and the United States. During this
stormy century God has used (and continues to use) America and its resources in patterns of
friendship for which the Koreans continually express their gratitude. As Christians we re
joice that this environment has also stimulated the people of this nation to open their hearts
to Christ whose gospel has been brought by so many messengers from America. May God continue
to bless this relationship for His glory. We are thankful to Him for the small part He has
al lowed us to have in th is min is t ry.

S i n c e r e l y,

P.S.: We treasure not only your prayers, but your letters, and thank you for them. We try
to answer all personal letters, but if you fail to receive an answer, please write again as
s o m e t i m e s t h e r e s e e m s t o b e l o s s i n t h e m a i l i n o n e d i r e c t i o n o r t h e o t h e r .

*IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT, PLEASE CLIP ^ ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW ADDRESS
AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 304, 341 Ponce de Leon Ave.,
N.E., Atlanta, GA 30365. ALSO, PLEASE NOTIFY THIS OFFICE IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE
THESE LETTERS.
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Joe and Dot Hopper
159 Choong Whasan Dong
Chunju, North Chulla, Korea 520
O c t o b e r 1 8 , 1 9 8 2

D e a r F r i e n d s :

N ine ty years ago th is fa l l
(1892) the firs t Southern Presby
t e r i a n m i s s i o n a r i e s a r r i v e d i n
Korea. Of those 7 pioneers, the
fi r s t t o a r r i v e w a s a l a d y. L a n d
ing in Inchon with a Korean lady
companion, she made her way up-
river by sampan, was carried in a
sedan chair to Seoul, only to
fi n d t h e c i t y g a t e s c l o s e d f o r
the night. Ropes were let down
and the two ladies were drawn up
to the top , thus revers ing Pau l ' s
style of exit from Damascus!
Ninety years have passed, and the
Korean capital now boasts over
n i n e m i l l i o n r e s i d e n t s ( 2 3 % o f a l l
nent position in the modern world.

In 1984 the Korean Church celebrates i ts 100th anniversary and 2 years short of that al
ready boasts millions of believers...somewhere between 15% and 20% of her people. For those
interested in statistics of church growth, here are figures for the Presbyterian Church of
Korea with which our mission is affiliated (only one of many denominations).

N e w a d u l t b a p t i s m s To t a l b a p t i z e d m e m b e r s h i p To t a l c o n s t i t u e n c y
C a l e n d a r y e a r 1 9 8 0 4 5 , 4 9 9 ( u p 2 4 % ) 3 5 6 , 5 7 9 ( u p 1 2 % ) 1 , 11 5 , 5 4 8 ( u p 1 5 % )
C a l e n d a r y e a r 1 9 8 1 5 4 , 5 4 4 ( u p 2 0 % ) 4 0 3 , 9 2 3 ( u p 1 3 % ) 1 , 2 6 3 , 2 1 5 ( u p 1 2 % )

We no longer travel by sampan and sedan chair, but by jet plane and Pinto wagon, yet we
do keep t rave l l ing and re jo ic ing that the Gospel preached 90 years ago is s t i l l re levant
for 1982 and just as effective as "the power of God for salvation to every one who be
l ieves . . . " Somet imes we fee l our par t i s ins ign ificant , bu t as long as the Lord has need
of us (as was once said of a certain donkey) we are happy to be here. After all, there are
s t i l l m o r e t h a n 3 0 m i l l i o n n o n - C h r i s t i a n s i n K o r e a . . . a b o u t 1 5 m i l l i o n m o r e t h a n w h e n w e c a m e
t o K o r e a i n 1 9 4 8 .

Since last writing, we have spent one month in the States for a "family visit" this past
summer. With 6 grandchildren (2 of whom we had never seen), almost every day was spent
with various family members. After visiting our children in their homes briefly, they came
to see us (in shifts) in our home in Montreat the rest of the time. The highlight was when
all 15 were together at the wedding of Dot 's niece in Piney Flats, Tennessee.

One o f t he j oys o f l i f e , and pa r t i cu l a r l y o f
C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e , i s m e e t i n g o l d f r i e n d s a f t e r
long separation. Such an occasion was the recent
visit of Dr. Song-nai Rhee, now a professor at
Northwest Christian College in Eugene, Oregon,
and whom I had not seen in more than 25 years.

Worship service on fishing boat off Cheju Island
w i t h C h r i s t i a n fi s h e r m e n a n d w i v e s

Koreans), while the Korean nation has assumed a promi-

> *



He was a country boy 40 miles from Chunju, who became a "houseboy" for some American army
officers during the Korean War. One of these arranged with me for "Song" to attend our
mission school in Chunju, where he became a Christian. After study in Seoul he went to
college in Eugene and later earned a PhD. In addition to b?!teWng Old Testament and
archaeology, he has for 9 years headed a team excavating m Lach îsh (check your concordance) in Palestine. Now on sabbatical leave, he is worjKng onNa "dig" in Kochang County,
an area where we have church work. A dam to provide ^er fora/nearby nuclear power
plant will submerge many ancient dolmen in the are^ and befonp that happens Dr. Rhee*wantsto study the culture of his homeland ZOWf'̂ oSOOt years agoXn villages he hopes to uncover near the dolmen. Still warm ant̂ riemffyHVi personality, and a radiant Christian,God has used our friend over the yeaĵ to inspire and trainjmany young people in the U.S.
f o r C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e . /

We continue to witness Wt̂ irth of new churches. AJ!̂ Pahn-am (about 3 miles from the
above archaeological dig)/̂ ork has begun in a large village where I had long wanted to
start a church but the had not opened the wajir But Christian school teachers in the
local elementary school beifw^work, our Presbjrifery sent a seminary student as evangelist
about 6 months ago, and in reĉ t months a brand new church building has been erected where
we hope to worship in a few w^ks. Early thiVsspring I visited a place called Sallye (mean
ing "mountain and stream"...wl have 3 places in\his province with this name). There wasrfo church at all, and only a /̂iandful of ChristiaiiK But the non-Christian village headmen
were waiting for us to reqî t that we build them Achurch and they showed us land they had
chosen for a church buildifo. Contact was made witl\the evangelistic society of the Chunju
Presbyterian Medical CenteiOkhich^greed to undertak̂ upport of an evangelist and to builda little church. In SeptembeN r̂few5T« present for th r̂oundbreaking ceremony at this beau
tiful spot on the shores of the largeat artificial lakeVn southwestern Korea amid surround
i n g h i l l s a n d m o u n t a i n s . A \

This letter is written from Chejv Island where we are working during October, living in
the apartment at the Presbytery CentV. The clatter of c )nstruction goes on around us.
Last year this land and buildings wetle donated by our Mission to Cheju Presbytery. We are
happy to see that these church leadeiy have "grabbed the nail and are running with it" withplans for development of this property for greater usefulness. A large upstairs meeting
room, a kitchen and dining room, an/ conversion of small^linic rooms into bedrooms willcontribute to making this a suitablt place for local l^ership training and conference
groups.. .some of them church group/from the mainlaTT^T t̂tracted by the beauties of thisisland. Several days ago we watchid ChejuPijefB^ery meeting in session and rejoiced to
see this part of the body of Christ\£ujic«iornng smoothly.

Tragedy sometimes strikes even in the homes of God's most faithful and effective servants.
Rev. and Mrs. Sin-gil Suh serve a church at the east end of the island. Just two years ago
we were present for the 1st birthdayo t̂y of their little daughter, "Grace." About 3 weeks
ago she climbed on top of an unusedtfEurch bell, and when she slid down somehow it turned
over and the axle on which the bell swings pinned her to the ground so that she died the
next day from internal injuries. Her parents have taken this with wonderful spirit, and
used the occasion to give a strong Christian witness to their hope in Christ for her eternal
happiness with the Lord. Now-the Lord who took away has given them a new blessing...last
Wednesday at Presbytery meeting, Mr. Suh with great joy told of the birth of his son that
morning. He and his wife have expressed the hope that someday the Lord will send them
overseas as foreign missionaries. And speaking of such, at the Presbytery meeting, one of
the two young men ordained as ministers was Rev. Kyung-ha Kim, who leaves shortly with his
wife and son (born last week) to become missionaries In Columbia, South America...the first
native Cheju Islander to go abroad as a missionary!

May these insights into our lives here help you to pray intelligently for Dot and me and
for all who represent our church abroad. God is still very much at work in His world, and
may He give all of us grace to respond to the challenges of open opportunities for witness
and service in His name in these days.

S incere ly yours .



M - 1 2 0 B o x 7 7 , C h o n j u
North Chulla, Korea 520
April 3?), 1983
(delayed in Atlanta --
with apologies)

D e a r F r i e n d s :

First the business, then the news:
Please note our new simplified address
above and use i t when we a re i n Korea .
However, after June 1 our address will
be Box 64, Montreat, NC 28757 {Phone
704/569-7008J. We expect to arrive
there about July 1 for a one-year "home
assignment" ("furlough" to oldtimers).
This is a year earlier than normal in
order to return to Korea in the summer
of 1984 and serve a full 2 years before
retiring as missionaries in 1986 when
Joe w i l l be 65 . Hence th is w i l l be our
last year of homeland church itinera
tion, and we hope to visit many of you

Missionary life is often one of contrasting experiences. Six weeks ago within 45 min
utes I received two invitations...one to speak at a local church kindergarten and the other
at the Presbyterian Seminary in Seoul. My performance before 60 squirming noisy 6-year olds
can only be described as a disaster and should be forgotten. I hope my seminary message was
somewhat more helpful (assigned subject: "The missionary and rural evangelism.") With 1819
students in the seminary, chapel must be held in two sections and it was a thrill to have
between 800 and 900 prospective church workers in the two successive services. Surely God
can do great things with such a "mighty army"! (This is only one of many seminaries in Korea!)

There is variety in our churches, too. Easter Sunday we visited
a new church in Sallye Myun in Chongoop County on the shores of the
largest lake in this part of Korea. The final 3 miles of road were aw
ful, taking about 30 minutes to negotiate. This church was begun last
fall, sponsored by the evangelistic society of the Presbyterian Medical
Center staff in Chonju, which supports the evangelist and is also help
ing bui ld a new church, now under construct ion. Temporar i ly worship is
held in the local village meeting hall (less than the size of your liv
ing room). After the service, we came out to find the leading village
men waiting to urge us to come to the 60th birthday dinner of a local
c i t izen. Here we were accorded VIP welcome and cordial ly entertained
by the honoree and his sons, daughters, daughters-in-law, grandchildren,
e t c . , a l l d ressed i n t r ad i t i ona l co l o r f u l Ko rean cos tumes . None o f t ha t
family were Christian, but in their friendly reception we trust the Lord
used our presence as a witness to the Saviour. Certainly the eagerness
of all to have us was evidence that the evangelist had won local accept
ance. . .always an important achievement in new church planting.

Another Sunday, we were invited to preach at the 9:30 service in
the chapel of a military unit charged with guarding the entire western
c o a s t l i n e o f N o r t h C h u l l a P r o v i n c e . T h e s e s o l d i e r s m a n t h e t r e n c h e s
and dugouts along the coast 24 hours of the day in all kinds of weather,
on the alert for North Korean communist infiltrators. The evangelist
of a near-by church is their chaplain, and the little chapel was com
pletely filled with about 100 men, of whom I judged about 2/3 were

Christian. This was "rotation day" when the men would be trucked out to relieve others who
had been on duty for several weeks, and even the commanding officer (not a Christian) was
present. After I preached, the evangelist gave his men the Scripture verse to take with
them: "Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous
r i g h t h a n d . " ( I s . 4 1 : 1 0 )

Last Sunday night we visited Kumsung
evangelist struggles to bring revival to
people and no other church. She has
only about a dozen adult members, due
to strong resistance to the Gospel. The
Sunday School and young people's group
are larger, but as soon as they finish
hi-school the young people leave for
the c i t i es . P ray fo r Mrs . Choon-h i Yew,
her non-Christian husband, and the Kum
sung Church. Last Wednesday night we
were at Sin-yea, where everything was
in contrast to Kumsung. Sin-yea has
an enthusiastic congregation (about 70
present for Wed. night prayer-meeting).
The evangelist is a recent seminary
graduate of pleasing personality and

At Pub-whan Church (Cheju Island). Dot is with
Miss Chungi Moon, a recent Chonju Hanil Seminary
graduate and local church worker, and Mrs. Soon-
Ji Hong, early graduate of the same school and

long-time Bible woman.
during that period.

Rev. Kyung-ha Kim,
fi r s t C h e j u I s l a n d
native to go as a
m iss i ona ry. . . now i n
C o l u m b i a , S . A m e r i c a

(we are now on Cheju Island). A young woman
a very old church in an area of several thousand

Examinations for baptism at Suk-poh Church



unusual gifts, aggressive in his
evangelistic efforts. We were im
pressed by the obvious "communion of
the saints" evidenced by their friend
liness to us and with each other, and
t h e i r c o n c e r n f o r t h e s a l v a t i o n o f
their vi l lage neighbors.

One bit of family news in clos
ing: Our son Barron has been called
of the Lord to enter the Gospel min
istry. He and his wife Martha with 3
s m a l l c h i l d r e n w i l l s o o n m o v e t o D e
catur to enter Columbia Seminary. We
rejoice in this, and ask your prayers
for him and his family as they embark
on this new stage of their lives.

We t rust that shor t ly we wi l l
see many of you. If your church
wants us to report on the Lord's work
in Korea, please write us in Montreat and we will be happy to try to include you in our
itinerary if at all possible"! May the Lord bless you allL

C o r d i a l l y y o u r s ,

P.S. from Dot: How often I wish I could have you with ds to experience the emotions we
have as we see evidences of God at work among these remarkable people! If only you could
sit on the floors of Korean homes, understanding the talking, hearing the hopes of Korean
Christians about the future or tales of past sufferings in this nation! Four nights ago
we were treated in a restaurant which specialized in seafoods {what Joe calls a "what-so-
ever passeth through the paths of the sea-food dinner"). Each of the 3 ministers had had
a turn as Presbytery chairman of evangelism. Over that meal we learned that one had
escaped from North Korea with his father during the Korean war, and another had had his
childhood home burned to the ground by communist guerrillas.

Last week at the Chonju Penitentiary my Korean friend (Hanil Seminary dormitory matron)
and I came for weekly worship in the women's section. Nineteen ladies were present that
morning, and one of them was to be released that day, having completed her year's sentence.
(Usually I do not know what their crimes have been, for I'm merely trying to be their friend,
teach them of our Lord's saving power, and help build them up in their faith.) Prisoner
#4000 is now a Christian and will return to her family in Seoul...she is a petite, short
little lady. My Korean friend prayed for her by name, and my heart was warmed as we sang
two verses of "God Be With You 'til We Meet Again" which, in fact, probably will be in
heaven and at Jesus' feet. What a blessed hope we Christians share!

I wish you could join the Monday night English Bible class which Alma Grubbs, Martha
Cope and I find such a blessing personally as we encounter Korean middle- and high-school
students. You would be uplifted as we are during their 1/2 hour of English hymn-singing
and chorus singing. We've been having between 50 and 60 students the last several weeks,
and during study-time I take my 13 or 17 middle-schoolers downstairs where we study simple
stories about Jesus. We close singing, "Oh, how I love Jesus, Because He first loved me"
in English.

With love.

r S U C0WF,Y i-̂ lAWO
1 , «mnf«ar cuiMCAKt flANAfr^ CMAM ril

1 j u t u t u r c H u u c A x r r v o c t W H I P
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W m ^ J m

c H t A i i y c H i m c >

Coney Island Icecream (32 varieties) has come to
Chonju! Enduring "Missionary hardship" in cele
bration of Dot's birthday are Ruth Folta, Dot,

A lma and Mer r i l l G rubbs and Dav id Chu

*IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT, PLEASE CLIP OLD ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW AD
DRESS AND MISSIONARY NAME TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 304, 341 Ponce de
Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta, GA 30365. ALSO, PLEASE NOTIFY THIS OFFICE IF YOU NO LONGER
WISH TO RECEIVE THESE LETTERS.



Our grandchildren, New Year's Eve 1983,
Ages 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, and 1 month.

"We will tell the_.aext. generation the prai_seworthy
deeds of the Lord, His power, and the wonders He

has done." Psalm 78:4b
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Joe and Dot Hopper
Box 64, Montreat, NC 28757
Apr i l 19, 1984

A d d r e s s a f t e r J u n e 1 5 :

B o x 7 7
Chonju 520, Korea

D e a r F r i e n d s :

As our year of "Home Assign
ment " d raws to an end , we
look back upon many wonderful
v i s i t s w i t h f a m i l y a n d f r i e n d s ,
and thank you for your hos
pi ta l i ty and interest in
our reports of our part in

the Lord's work in Korea. We have travelled in all the presbyteries in North Carolina,
and to churches in Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida where
we rejoiced to find many who want to know more about mission work abroad and who support
this with their prayers and gifts. For all this we give thanks!

The Hopper family has increased in size by one with
t h e a r r i v a l o f l i t t l e M a r t h a R u t h l a s t D e c e m b e r i n
t h e h o m e o f D a v i d a n d L i z a i n P r i n c e t o n , W. Va .
(where David is in Family Practice), making three
little girls in that home. Alice and Jack and son
Justin continue living in Stone Mountain, Ga.
B a r r o n a n d M a r t h a a n d t h r e e l i t t l e o n e s a r e i n A v o n -
dale (just outside Decatur, Ga.) where Barron is
finishing his first year ofstudy at Columbia Theo
logical Seminary. Margaret lives in Chapel Hill,
N.C., and is a nurse in the VA Hospital in Durham
nearby. We have enjoyed frequent visits and are
pleased with how they have established themselves
in var ious occupat ions.

We look forward to returning to Chonju the third
week in June, and are confident that the Lord has
much for us to do during our final two years of ser
v i c e u n t i l w e r e t i r e i n m i d - 1 9 8 6 . F i r s t , o f c o u r s e ,
will be participation with the Korean Church in the
celebrat ion of her 100th b i r thday in September. My
parents went to Korea as missionaries in 1920 and
we ourselves in 1948, so that together almost two-
th i rds o f that h is tory has invo lved our own fami ly
and we look back with gratitude for the many ways
God has blessed our ministry. We are reminded of
f a m i l i a r w o r d s i n L a m e n t a t i o n s 3 : 2 2 - 2 3 :

"The Lord's lovingkindnesses indeed never cease.
For His compassions never fail.
They are new every morning;
Grea t i s Thy f a i t h fu l ness . "

Deacon Chung is paralyzed and cannot
walk or talk. Though extremely poor
he has donated part of his small gar
den land for a new church at Soodong

We have often been asked during the past
year, "Why does the Church of Korea grow
so fast?" Of the many reasons which can
be given, one of the most important is
her pract ice o f "Fr iendsh ip Evangel ism."
More than through programs passed down
from church headquarters, or through mass
meetings, the church grows because friends
w i t n e s s t o f r i e n d s , m o t h e r s t o t h e i r f a m
i l i e s , s t u d e n t s t o t h e i r c l a s s m a t e s . A l
most every congregation of every denomi
na t ion i s d iv ided in to sma l l g roups fo r
Friday evening neighborhood prayer meet
ings. There are tens of thousands of
these informal gather ings to which non-
C h r i s t i a n n e i g h b o r s w i l l a c c e p t i n v i t a t i o n s
and find Chr is t in the warm hosp i ta l i t y
and joy of people who sing and pray and
study God's Word together.



An il lustration of how this works comes from a group of three islands off southwest Korea,
but i t could just as easi ly have happened on the main land. In Apr i l 1982, Jeff Ri tch ie
and I travelled 2 hours by boat from Mokpo, my boyhood home, to Ha-wi-do where there is a
strong church begun many years ago. The evangelist of that church took us by boat 15 min
utes on to a smaller island (Neung-san) where there are 85 children in the elementary school.
Their two teachers were deacons in the Ha-wi-do church and had started a Sunday school...
and had all 85 children in it. They proudly showed us a small plot of land where they were
preparing to build a church. We encouraged them and had a prayer for their little group of
Chr is t ians, and then sai led 30 minutes more to Shin-do, a beaut i fu l is le wi th a magnificent
beach but no church. We called on a couple of Christian families and had prayer with these
people who had to sail some 40 minutes to the large church (weather permitting). As we left
the island we discovered that the entire island population of several hundred was having
some kind of community meeting at the schoolhouse near the boat landing. As VIP guests,
we were invited in, introduced and welcomed. Although not Christians, their leaders in
sisted that we have a prayer for them before we departed. A year later in 1983, word came
that th is l i t t le group of Chr is t ians was bu i ld ing the i r own church, and recent news is
that they a lso have a res ident evangel is t .

The next morning we travelled to Peasom, a large village on the lower end of the first is
land. There we had a worship service with about 20 people in a small mud-walled, straw-
thatched house. Their leader was a deacon in the big church and he had witnessed to this
group of friends and, neighbors and organized a prayer meeting. About 6 weeks ago we had a
le t te r f rom one o f the i r number say ing tha t they too are bu i ld ing the i r l i t t le church so
as not to have to walk an hour and a half to Sunday worship at the mother church. Do you
get the picture? One strong church... three new ones because: (1) Two deacons taught school
on an adjacent island, started a Sunday School and built a little church 2 years ago; (2)
Chr is t ian g i r l s mar r ied and moved to s t i l l ano ther i s land, and the i r w i tness resu l ted in
a second church built last year; (3) A deacon farmer gathered his neighbors for a prayer
meeting and this year a third church has grown from his ministry. Ordinary people, but
extra-ordinary witnesses! This is what we mean by "Friendship Evangelism."

On April 10th our hearts were saddened by the death of Rev. Hugh Linton in a traffic acci
dent near his home in Soonchun, Korea. Hugh was a personal friend since boyhood, and a
greatly admired fellow church-planter whose presence will be greatly missed. I believe
the records would prove that he had a part in starting more churches than any missionary
in Korea's 100-year history. His work was administered through "Operation Lighthouse," a
committee of which I am a member. Rev. Ahn Ki-chan continues his service of many years
as executive secretary of this organization, backed by other Korean pastors and laymen,
and we are confident the Lord will continue to bless this strong program responsible for
starting scores of churches. This year (1984) the "Outreach Foundation" of the Presbyterian Church (USA) is hoping to raise $40,000 to establish 10 churches at $5,000 apiece under
the auspices of "Operation Lighthouse." A fitting memorial to a great missionary would
be to contribute to this (Outreach Foundation, 425 Ashworth Road, Charlotte, NC 28211).

Please continue to uphold Dot and me in your prayers that our final two years in Korea may
be used of God for continued fruits for His Kingdom.

♦ENCLOSED IS A CARD THAT WE ASK YOU TO RETURN IF YOU WISH TO REMAIN ON THE MAILING LIST TO
CONTINUE TO RECEIVE LETTERS FROM THE HOPPERS. THOSE WHO DO NOT RESPOND WITHIN THE 30 DAY
PERIOD WILL BE REMOVED. THE CARD IS ADDRESSED AND STAMPED FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE. THANK YOU.

Sincere ly

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MISSION BOARD
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)
341 PONCE DE LEON AVENUE, N.E.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30365-5401

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. POSTAGE
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Atlanta. Ga.
Permit No. 149
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D e a r F r i e n d s :

520 Box 77, Chonju
Republic of Korea
Oc tobe r 4 , 1984

5 2 0

One hundred years to the day after the arrival of the
firs t res iden t Pro tes tan t m iss ionary (Horace N. A l len ,
M.D.), the Presbyterian Church of Korea celebrated
with all due pomp and ceremony at the Chamsil Gym
nasium in Seoul, newly completed in preparation for
the 1988 International Olympics. We were privileged
to be a part of some 13,000 seated in the galleries
and on the playing area. In attendance were commis
sioners to the Korean General Assembly, past and
present leaders f rom al l over the country, scores of
visi tors from the U.S. and about twenty other lands,
and missionaries. The program was beautifully pre
pared, with appropriate messages from Dr. Hahn Kyung-
jik (pastor emeritus of the world's largest Presby
terian Church and "grand old man" of Korean Christen
dom), the moderator of the PCUSA and other dignataries.

This symbol of the Korean
Chuch's Centennial expresses
the theme, "Arise, let your
light shine... (Isaiah 60; 1)

The Taeguk(yang-y in) mark
represents the Korean nation.

The form of the living fish
,ymbolizes Christianity
( " A r i s e ) .

The number "100., depicts the
C e n t e n n i a l i d e a .

The red or blue square carries
t h e i d e a o f t h e w h o l e w o r l d
into which the l ight of the
Gospel shines.
("...let your light shine.,.)

iQS?

Recognition was given to missionaries from abroad who
h a v e s e r v e d i n K o r e a , a n d t o m i s s i o n a r i e s o f t h e K o r
ean Church to other lands (some of whom were present),
and to others for outstanding work in the church.. .
such as a lady who had won nearly 400 people to Christ in a short period of time. A repre
sentative of the families of Christians martyred in past years for their faith received a
plaque in recognition of those sacrifices, as did the family of a Korean missionary to Bang
ladesh and Pakistan, Rev. Chung Sung-kyune, who died on the field this past July. A magnif
icent choir of 1800 voices with a brass band filled the vast space with anthems of joyful
praise, climaxed by the favorite of all Korean Christians, the "Hallelujah Chorus", in which
the entire assembly was asked to join (a performance which would have astonished Handel,
I a m s u r e ! ) .

"Ar ise , le t your l i gh t sh ine ! " ( Is . 60 :1 ) was the theme chosen fo r the Centenn ia l . I t i s
appropriate not only to challenge the church as she begins her second century, but also
in retrospect to what has happened since 1894, when Korea, "the Hermit Nation," l ived in
darkness with shades drawn not only to cut off the light of modern civilization, but also
to deny entrance to those who could proclaim the good news of the Light of the World. The
century since has seen the collapse of a tottering old monarchy, 40 years of Japanese imper
ial rule, terrible wars, revolutions and political upheavals. Through it all, that Light
has shown in thousands of vil lages and cities and in mill ions of homes and hearts so that
today about one in five Koreans is a Christian, and thousands of churches dot the landscape,
Throngs of churchgoers on Sunday mornings are easily identified as each one carries a Bible
and a hymnal. Truly the Lord has done great things in this land, for which we may all give
thanks. You who read this letter may have the satisfaction of knowing that a century of
partnership in mission has yielded such rich dividends for the Kingdom of God.

We returned to Korea after our year in the States on June 23, and are back with our usual
responsibilities. The summer was hot and "sticky", but now wonderful fall weather is here,
fields are golden with a bumper rice crop, and we enjoy peace and freedom to witness and
serve in the name of the Saviour. Perhaps the greatest change I see within just a year's
time is the rapid increase in the number of ordained pastors serving rural churches. This
reflects not only the growing numerical and financial strength of those congregations, but
also the vast number of graduates pouring out of Korea's many seminaries. Where in past
years counties with perhaps 25 churches had only one ordained minister (if any at all) with
most of them served by unordained lay evangelists, now there may be 8 or 10 ministers.
We can foresee that in a few years the ratio of ordained pastors to lay evangelists (cur
rently about 2 to 3) will increase dramatically.

But the work of planting new churches must go on unabated,
and we are happy to have a part in promoting their growth.
W e r e t u r n e d t o K o r e a t o fi n d t h r e e n e w c h u r c h e s s t a r t e d i n

K o r e a n m i s s i o n a r i e s a b r o a d a t t h e c e n t e n n i a l
A guest from Nigeria greets

a centennial gather ing



o u r a r e a w i t h i n r e c e n t m o n t h s . O n
August 19 we worshipped in one of
them, the Tong-puk church in Puan
county, in a small borrowed mud-
w a l l e d , s t r a w t h a t c h e d o l d h o u s e
(one of the few to be found in Kor
ea today). Forty adults were cram
med into a very small room with
o thers s i t t i ng a round the doors . A
young seminary student began work
there late in March, and already
h a s a t h r i v i n g l i t t l e c o n g r e g a t i o n .
In September we attended the
"ground-break ing" for the i r new
church building, held on a day when
t o r r e n t i a l r a i n s b l a n k e t e d t h e
coun t ry, b r i ng ing severe flood ing
to Seoul, and necessi tat ing hold
ing our service inside the litt le
borrowed hut. Tong-puk is just one of thousands of small rural churches
from which members migrate to the big cities, resulting in the growth of
c h u r c h e s . "

a l 1 o v e r K o r e a
urban "mega-

Among other significant local events has been the recent offer by North Korea of rel ief
goods (food, cloth, cement, and medicine) to South Korean victims of the September flooding.
South Korea's unexpected acceptance of the offer, and then the actual completion of the
promised de l ivery by Nor th Korea. . . the firs t a t tempt a t f r iend ly contact s ince the end
of the Korean War in 1953. Will this bring a new day in relations between the two parts
of Korea? We can only pray that God in His good time will restore unity and peace to this
peninsula, troubled by conflict for so long!

May the passage from which the Korean centennial theme is taken gladden and challenge all
of us, especially as we approach the celebration of the birth of the "Light of the World."

"Ar ise, shine; for your l ight has come.
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness will cover the earth, and deep darkness the peoples;
But the Lord will rise upon you, and His, glory will appear upon you.
And nat ions wi l l come to your l ight,
And kings to the brightness of your rising." (Is. 60:1-3)

Your fe l low-servants in the Lord,

Joe and Dot Hopper

*IS YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CORRECT? IF NOT, PLEASE CLIP OLD ADDRESS AND SEND WITH NEW ADDRESS
TO: Missionary Correspondence Program, Room 302, 341 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., T^TFanta,
GA 30365. ALSO, PLEASE NOTIFY THIS OFFICE IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THESE LETTERS.
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Chonju 520
Republic of Korea
June 5 , 1985

D e a r F r i e n d s :

While your news headlines everything from tax reform to baseball scores, we in Korea
are bombarded with the latest in South-Morth Korean relations, university student dem
ons t ra t ions , and p lans fo r the 1988 Seou l O lymp ics . I t i s wonder fu l to s i t i n our l i v
ing room and turn to the U.S. Armed Forces TV station to watch the CNN news live by
satellite direct from Atlanta to keep up with your world. Ihen we flip to one of three
Korean channels to learn everything from the visit of a North Korean Ited Cross delega
tion for discussions aimed at linking up families divided between the two Koreas, to
percentages of the rice crop which has been transplanted. Very little of importance
that happens in the U.S. is raissir^ from the Korean news, but rare is mention of Korean
events by CNN! Anyhow, vre live in an exciting, if sometimes perplexing or distressing
world, and it is good to know that Almighty God is in control and working His purpose
out . V fe pray tha t our sna i l par t in th is remote corner o f H is wor ld w i l l con t r ibu te to
t h a t p u r p o s e ,

Ojr l ives revolve around churches and yet
more churches and thei r act iv i t ies, Anong
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 5 0 P r e s b y t e r i a n c h u r c h e s i n
North Chulla province on the mainland and on
Cheju Is land, we t ry to concent ra te on he lp
ing and encourag ing those that are new and
w e a k . W e l i v e i n a c u l t u r e t h a t l o v e s c e r e
mon ies , and long ones a t t ha t . S ince March
fi r s t , v r e h a v e a t t e n d e d 1 2 s u c h . I W o w e r e
ground-breakings for new churches, the others
were a lmos t a l l " ccmb ina t ions , " i . e . , one b ig
blcw-out combining a nunber of events such as
dedicat ion o f a new church, ann iverar ies , in
s ta l l a t i on o f a pas to r, o rd ina t i on o f deacons
and elders, and conferr ing honors for var ious
t ypes o f se rv i ce . Somet imes sepa ra te vows ,
prayers , and charges to o fficers and congre
gation for each category are given.. .making
upwards of a dozen speeches and that many
prayers. Someone must deliver a congratulatory speech (as an old-timer now that may
fall to yours truly), and gifts are exchanged publicly between everyone involved,
Ihrcw in several special rrajsic nunbers, the reading of telegraphed greetings, and the
flowery invitation to the inevitable feast, and you are lucky to get off with a two-
hour affair! Invitations are issued far and wide, so it's a great occasicxi for friends
to get together. But this is part of the "fellowship of the saints" and we rejoice to
be accepted in it. ..often with friends of long-standing (perhaps in this case we should
s a y " l o n g - s i t t i n g ! " ) .

Fran experiences in recent months, we briefly relate three:

Chang-gum-ni is on a rugged moun
t a i n s l c p e d r o p p i n g o f f i n t o t h e
l a r g e s t a r t i fi c i a l l a k e i n t h i s
p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y. D e a c o n C h i n
of one of our Chonju City churches
t a u g h t t h e r e i n t h e e l e m e n t a r y
s c h o o l f o r 3 y e a r s d u r i n g w h i c h
time he held Sunday School fca: the
ch i ld ren, and by var ious forms o f -^ ' ^^ l -
pub l i c se r v i ce c rea ted a f avo rab le
atmosphere. Though now teaching in
Chon ju , he i s sponsor ing the s ta r t
o f a c h u r c h i n C h a n g - g u n - n i .
T h r o u g h M r . C h i n ' s e f f o r t s a t e n t
has been erected for serv ices, and
p r e a c h i n g t e n p o r a r i l y p r o v i d e d o n
S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n s b y a p a s t o r i n
a n o t h e r c h u r c h . A s o f m i d - J u n e , a
young man wi th two years o f san i -
n a r y e d u c a t i o n ( K i m S u n - w o o ) w i l l



corplete his 30-fTonth military duty (as a chaplain's assistant) and take ever full-timeto develop this new church. He is bright, energetic and enthusiastic. Pray for him.
On a Wednesday dur i r^ our month workir^ on
caTeju Island, we sailed 2 hours to the Chuja
Twin I s l ands to spend the n igh t a t t he S in -
yang Church with Evangelist Lee Soo-tuk, his
a t t r a c t i v e w i f e , a n d t h e i r c h i l d r e n , E s t h e r
and Samuel. Vte admired the pebble beach, the
n o n s t e r - l i k e r o c k s a l o n g t h e c o a s t , t h e l i t
t l e h a r b o r o f fi s h i n g b o a t s , a n d b e a u t i f u l
s i l v e r fi s h l e a p i n g f r o m t h e w a t e r n e a r
dusk. One lady who has been in that 60-year
old church f rom i ts beginning does not recal l
a n y p r e v i o u s v i s i t b y a m i s s i o n a r y. A t
p r a y e r m e e t i n g t h a t n i g h t I p r e a c h e d t o a
f u l l h o u s e o f a b o u t 1 3 0 , a n d a t t h e 4 : 3 0 d a w n
( ? ) p r a y e r s e r v i c e t o a b o u t 4 5 . U n l i k e t h e
larger Cheju Island, the people of Chuja are
respons ive to the Gospe l , and bo th th i s
c h u r c h a n d t h e o n e o n t h e t w i n i s l a n d a r e
g r o w i n g . I h e t w o t c ^ o f fi c i a l s i n t h e

island adninistration are Presbyterian elders. We rejoice v^n the church has such
deep roots and wide influence, giving a sense of permanence to the Christian witness
t h e r e .

This morning I visited the Sin-Dong Church here in Chonju, Twenty-seven years ago a
local pastor asked me to help with this outpost he had started amid fields and peach
orchards. It was then a small rmid-walled building with a tile roof, about the size of
your living roan, with some 25 members. An elder in that pastor's church later donated
land and money to put up a more substantial building, considered adequate at the time.
In the interim the city has grown far beyond this spot, and what used to be a small
rural church is surrounded by a forest of towering apartment buildings housing thou
sands of families. Desperate for space, Pastor Kim Chung-soo and a congregation of
e ibou t 100 have sac r i ficed and bo r rowed to cons t ruc t a l a rge and beau t i f u l bu i l d i ng ,
w i t h b a s e m e n t a n d fi r s t fl o o r e d u c a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s , a s e c o n d fl o o r s a n c t u a r y t o s e a t
500, and an apartment to serve as manse built in as well.. .conservation of space neces
sary because land is scarce and horrendously expensive in Korean cities. Already his
congregation has nearly doubled in a few months, and prospects are for a strong
church. They were grateful for a snail contribution towards buildirg expenses which I
was able to present, thanks to gifts from some of you Anerican friends.

"See, the s t reams of l i v ing waters .
Sp r ing ing f ran e te rna l l ove .
Well sufply thy sons and daughters.
A n d a l l f e a r o f w a n t r e m o v e :
W h o c a n f a i n t , w h i l e s u c h a r i v e r
E v e r fl o w s t h e i r t h i r s t t o a s s u a g e ;
G r a c e , w h i c h , l i k e t h e L o r d t h e G i v e r ,
Never fa i ls f ran age to age."

(John Newton: "Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken")

Thank you for your prayers, your concern, and your gifts.

Yo u r f e l l o w - v r o r k e r s i n C h r i s t ,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MISSION BOARD
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

341 PONCE DE LEON AVENUE, N.E.
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30365-5401

Non-profit Organization
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID

Atlanta, Ga.
Permit No. 149



D e a r F r i e n d s : M a y 1 . 1 9 8 6

At the end of June we retire from missionary service, and for the
first l ime s ince 1920 there wi l l be no Hoppers assigned to
mission work in Korea. In that year. Dot was born in the Belgian
Congo (now Zaire) to missionary parents (Rev. and Mrs. j. H.
Longenecker) and the following year joe was born in Kwangju,
Korea (parents: Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Hopper). Our own career
began in 1948 when we reached Chonju with infant daughter,
A l i c e .

In recent months we have reflected much on those years, With
long-time Korean friends we have recounted events both serious
and hilarious. We wonder if any society has ever seen such

enormous change in less than 40 years. We came to a land of poverty, poor health, political confusion
and pessimism. We were greeted by a serious military uprising 100 miles to the south. Less than 2
years later a quiet Sunday was shattered by invasion from the north and the beginning of the Korean
War. Revolutions and assassinations have overturned governments. Beginning in the early 1960s, the
New Village Movement transformed farms and villages, replacing mudwalled. strawthatrhed houses

with modern style homes. Roads which were muddy or dusty, rutted or rocky, are largely gone, while
thousands of cars, trucks and buses jam the busy paved expressways today. Smoky lamps and
flickering candles dimly lit homes and churches. Now electricity is universal and brings every
conceivable electronic gadget and household appliance. Busy factories turn out clothing. TV sets, and
automobiles which flood foreign markets. Illiteracy is almost wiped out (a larger percentage of
Koreans attend university than do the people of Great Britain). Old and young appear to be well-fed,
beautifully clothed, and healthy. There is little uneoiployment. the standard of living keeps rising,
and personal freedoms are enjoyed except in the political world where the establishment is still wide
ly resented and chal lenged. We have l ived
under the constant threat of invasion by one
of the most powerful military machines in the
world maintained by communist North Korea,
but we are grateful for the security we have
enjoyed, especially for the U.S. Army.

For us m iss ionar ies , the mos t as tound ing
change is the amazing development of the
Korean Church, and for this we praise God. In
our province (North Chul la) the number of
churches has grown 10 times over, and the
number of Christians more than thati Chonju
city had less than 10 churches in 1948. and
now has over 300 in a population of 425.000,
and many of these have more than 1.000 adult

Seminary student evangelists

m e m b e r s . R u r a l c h u r c h e s w e r e f e w
and far between and woefully weak;
now they dot the landscapte, often
wi th beaut i fu l p laces of worsh ip .
The Korean War brought a wave of
Christ ian refugees from the north
who settled everywhere to start new
churches and invigorate old ones.
Z e a l f o r e v a n g e l i s m s p r e a d t h e
G o s p e l l i k e w i l d fi r e . E v e n t h e
t r a g i c d e n o m i n a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s
fai led to stunt church growth.
Where once there was only one

• •• Junior-Hi English
B i b l e C l a s s
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Villaije church under construction

A new church starts in a tent

ordained minister for every 20 or more churches, now new
young ministers have reduced the ratio to less than 2
churches per pastor. Seminary graduates who find no
openings in existing churches simply go out and start onel

We rejoice to have been a small part of this movement, and over the years to have been identified with
scores of churches in one way or another. Joe has been able to stick to his calling of rural church
planting and development. Recently he spent the day in a district meeting discussing the affairs (and.
yes. the problems) of a flock of rural churches. This spring he has had a part in helping about 10
churches in their initial or early development. AH these years God has constantly opened up oppor
tunities to serve countless little pioneer churches. In these final months it is a joy to visit those with
which we struggled years ago and to greet old friends who recall our visits with many tales. . .some
already bordering on the legendaryl

God has blessed us as a family too. as we have made our home
in Chonju these 38 years. To our own 4 children are now
added 8 grandchildren. Dot was almost the only teacher of
our children through grade school. After the children left
home, Dot joined my country work, and for 19 years she has
travelled almost every Sunday to rural churches where she
counts many friends, especially among the women.

Dot 's favor i te posture
K o r e a n s t y l e l i v i n g r o o m
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+• n nf the Pak-san ChurchCongregation ot tn
...Evangelist Lee and family

For 5 years we worked amonĵthe churches the' Churĉh
' f r p : s : : r " r u i :

too-evening games and music with the ch . ijtue cabin in the Chidi Sa
rurnVreTrsuir̂ iicrand hea. amid a wonderland of trees and flowers and
spectaculai' views.

There were the furloughs. . .times to renew connections in the homeland and report onthe Gospel in Korea. Many who read this letter were our hosts and we orLers Lve
Through the years your letters and greeting cards and gifts, but especially your prayers
sustained us. We haves tried to answer all communications and acknowledge all gifts, and ask your
forgiveness where we have failed. We could not live happily ever afterwards without our two
typewriters and they are often busy at the same lime.

As we say good-bye to our Korean friends, they almost invariably ask: Who will take your place?"
We reply. Now is the time for your own young leaders to lake over. We mean this, and yet. we still
see vast opportunities for continued missionary
presence in this land. . .not just in educational
and medical institutions, but in evangelism and
church planting as well. This is still a young
church where standards need to be upheld,
l eade rsh ip t r a ined , and ou t l ook b roadened .
With populat ion growth, there are now more
non-Christians than when we came in 1948.
Mountain and coastal regions remote from Seoul
still need and welcome the missionary. We pray
that our American Church may not entirely
abdicate and leave the territory to others, not
all of them desirable: such as the Muslims, the
Mormons, a revived Buddhism, and certain
n a t i o n a l c u l t s .

After July 1 we will make our home in Montreal
and hope to see many of you there. If the Lord
wil ls and opens the doors, about six months
later we hope to take up some form of pastoral
ministry in the home church. We look back with A saint at praver
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deep gratitude to a far from dull life, full of God-given opportunities, rich in memories ol friends and
co-workers, both missionary and Korean, and always undergirded with the faithfulness of God and
supported by the generosity and concern of you faithful Christians in the homeland.

Our thanksgiving is expressed in the words of a favorite hymn in missionary circles:

Great is Thy faithfulness. 0 God. my Father, There is no shadow of turning with Thee:
Thou changest not. Thy compassions, they fail not. As Thou has been Thou forever wilt be."

Gieat is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, Great is Thy faithfulness. Lord, unto mel"

May the Lord richly bless and keep you all!

Dot Hopper

F r o m :
Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper
P. 0. Box 77. Chonju 520. Korea(no\v)
P. 0. Box 64. Montreal. NC 28757 {after July 1)
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