
R a d i o T a l k

Matt. 19:2ij.-26, "Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to po through
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of ^od. ^'hen
the disciples heard this they were great ly astonished, saying. Who then can
b e s a v e d ? B u t J e s u s l o o k e d a t t h e m a n d s a i d t o t h e m , " W i t h m e n t h i s i s

>^mpossible, but with God all things are possible,"
*''*'hile preaching In a large county seat church in K rea last spring I noticed
a distinguished looking middle-aged gentleman in tifie congregation. Afterwards
T a s k e d t h e p a s t o r a b o u t h i m , f o r I h a d n o t s e e n h i m t h e r e b e f o r e . T h e
p a s t o r t o l d m e t h a t t h e g e n t l e m a n w a s a d i s t i n g u i s h e d C o n f u c i a n s c h o l a r a n d
leader o f the Confuc lan is ts in the c i ty, . But he had recent ly accepted Chr is t
a s h i s S a v i o u r a n d j o i n e d t h e c h u r c h . T h e p a s t o r w e n t o n t o t a l l a n # i n t e r
e s t i n g s t o r y a b o u t h i m . H e s a i d , " W h e n t h i s C o n f u c i a n l e a d e r t o o k t h e
p re l im ina ry exa ra i na t i c t i t o became a ca techumen i n t he chu rch , he answered
the quest ions about Jesus and his fa i th in Rim unusual ly wel l . But when
asked about the resurrect ion of JeSUS, he stated flat ly that he s imply could
not believe in the resurrection of hrist; such an incident was ximiiy im
possible." But the pastor did a very wise thing. He told the man, "Since
this is a prel iminary examine ion, we wi l l accept you as a catechumen. But
when you come six months from now to be examined &r baptism and full church
membership you myst have a satisfactory answer to the question of the
resurrect ion of hr is t . " S ix months went by and again the gent lemaa appeared
f o r e x a m i n a t i o n . A f t e r s t a n d i n g a n e x c e l l e n t e x a m i n a t i o n o n o t h e r m a t t e r s
he again was asked about the resurrection of ^hrist. This time he firmly
s t a t e d h i s b e l i e f i n t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n a n d s t o u t l y d e f e n d e d i t . T h e m i n i s t e r
asked in surprise, "How is tt that in six months you have reversed your
position completely?" The gentleman replied, "As T studied the Word of God,

became absolutely convinced that the God revealed there is an yMmighty
God. I f god is t ru ly a lmigh ty and can do a l l " th ings , then the resur rec t ion
otf Kis Son Jesus ^hris t is no problem at all,"

One wonders if this man, steeped in the ancient Chinese classics, and now
fami l iar wi th the even more powerful ^ovd of Eternal L i fe, had not d iscovered
for himself the supremely important fact about our God, which many who
claim to be Bible scholars and who ought to know better have ignored or
d e n i e d .

In the Korean language, the first phrase of the Apost les Creed is .

Due t o t he pecu l i a r i t i e s o f sen tence s t r uc tu re i n t h i s l anguage , t he fi r s t
w o r d , C h u n - n u n g , i s " a M g h t y " . . t h a t a l l - i m p o r t a n t a t t r i b u t e o f G o d . I fGod is "chun-nung" (almighty^ we can believe all tha^ follows in the Apostles
Greed, we can believe what the Bible says about ffe>^marvelous acts ot^
creat ion, the miracles, and the salvat ion He performs through Jesus

Contrary to popular opinion, those of us who serve as foreign missionar ies
in d is tant lands are qui te ord inary people, doing ordinary jobs for Jesus
Christ in strange places simply because we have answered God*s call to work
there. Missionaries on furloi^ in this country are often set on a pedestal
and pampered and praised in ways they do not deserve, in some quarters mis
s iona r ies and the i r po l i c i es i n the pas t a re seve re l y c r i t i c i zed by those
who look backwards with the wisdom of hindsight. Much of such criticism
is deserved . Bu t the fac t , the g lo r ious and wonder fu l fac t , i s tha t God
takes such weak, inefficient people, and oven their mistakes, and makes
the unsearchable riches of Christ Jesus known to thousands who rejoice in
Him as their Saviour today.



T h e s e a r e d a y s w h e n s o m e h a v e b e e n c a l l e d t o g i v e t h e i r l i v e s f o r t h e w i t n e s s
to Cbh is t i n fo re ign lands . Wi th in the pas t year, th ree young miss ionar ies
o f o u r d e n o m i n a t i o n g a v e t h e i r l i v e s i n t h e l i n e o f d u t y i n o t h e r l a n d s . h m A
W h o c a n f o r g e t t h e n e w s l a s t f a l l o f D r . C a r l s o n a J E x j a k k a n d o t h e r s w h o l a i d
down their lives in the ^ongo, claiming for themselves the martyr's crown
while we were eating thanksgiving turkey? Y©t those who are called of God
not to die but to live for Christ have the same privilege of giving a witness
a n d o f s e e i n g t h e f r u i t s o f t h a t w i t n e s s i n t h e l i v e s o f o t h e r s . I t i s t h i s
which makes our lives as missionaries worth while, and gives meaning and
j o y t o i t . L e t m e t e l l y o u a b o u t a f e w s u c h l i v e s .

I n K o r e a i t h a s b e e n m y p r i v i l e g e t o h e l p s t a r t c h u r c h e s i n a b o u t a h a l f
dozen villages where all the people have the dread disease of leprosy. Because
few others dare help them or love them, the appreciation and response of these
lepers i s beyond descr ib t ion . A coup le o f years ago , wh i le v is i t i ng one such
colony, a blind leper besought me: "Cho Moksa, hear my petition. Get me someBraille scriptures so I can learn to read the Word of God." The Bible Society
supplied the Braille Scriptures in Korean. We were able to get a young
student in a school for the blidd about 1$ miles away to come and spend his
summer -eacat ion teach ing Bra i l le to the b l ind leper. Now that b l ind leper
can read the Bible, and he in turn is teaching other blind lepers whose
fi n g e r s a r e i n s u c h c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e y c a n l e a r n t o r e a d . I s n ^ t t h i s a
case o f " the B l ind lead ing the b l ind?" Las t summer when L v is i ted the i r
c h u r c h I f o u n d a d o z e n o r s o b l i n d l e p e r s i n t h e c h u r c h o n e a f t e r n o o n , I
discovered it was the -^Qripture memory class held every week-day afternoon.
"What are you learning?" I asked. "Weare on the seventh chapter of ^cts,
having started from the begining." "What else have you learned?" "We have
memorized all of the book of Revelation, all of one of the ^ospel^, all of
the johannine letters, and the B^^orter Catechisms," Those people have
learned the word o God not on ly for the i r own spi r i tua l nour ishment but
s o t h e y m a y s h a r e i t w i t h o t h e r s .

A doctor in our mission hospital is named Pak, He is from North K„pea and
i s a faithful and earnest ChristAan. He also witnesses constantly to his
faith in the Lord *^esus Christ. *''hen he came to the United ^tates' to study
he took the name of Andrew. He did this deliberately, not only because he
likes to fish as did the origin? 1 Andrew, but because, like the disciple of
our Lord, he also is a "fisher of men." I happened to tell about him' one
night at a country church on the shores of a lake. Afterwards, an old
^orean man ran forward exclaiming, "We know Dr. Pak.^ Because of him Iam a hristian. When he came to our lake to fish he employed me to set up
his camp for me. He taught me about Jesus and led me to church. Because of
him I and my family are Cv,ri3tian3." Truly Dr. Park is a "fisher of men"
and worthy of the name of Andrew. How many people who go fishing on their
vacations 'are also using the time to be a witness to the power of ^od "n

h r i s t J e s u s ?

On a high upland plataau seme fifty miles from my home in Korea is a region
of large villages where Jesus had not been known. A little over a year a go
we heard thaxt a young man, baptized only a jear himself, had begun to
preach in that region and had 300 people meeting, half of them in the
Sunday School. We went out and had our first meeting in the open air, and
receivfedgx about ifO as catechumens in preparation for church memberdiip
So God*s power worked through this new convert to begin a new church.

With men many things areimpossible, but with God all things are possible.
I^et me close by quoting from one of our missionaries to Brazil: "May God
help us to get off our chshioned pews and out of our airconditioned temples
i n t o t h e j u n g l e o f t h e h e a r t s r f m e n w h e r e t h e w a r i s b e i n g f o u g h t a n a b e g i n
r e a l l y fi g h t i m g t h e fi g h t , l i v i n g f o r ^ h r i s t , l e s t w e , b e c a u g h t n a o p i n g a n dwithout oil in our lamps; or found wanting wben the ^^asper



returns to complete His work on earth, ""e will either come to receive ua
or to judge us. O^r earnest prayer is that when H© returns It will be to
receive us and the multitude that we. His ^>^urch, might yet win in the
t w i l i ^ t o f H i s c o m i n g . * *


