
y a l H v a n g e l i s a i n N o r t h C h u l l a

Ru ra l evange l i «?»n i s t he ma jo r ass ignmen t o f s i x men i r. t he P resby te r i an
M i s s i o n U . S . ( S o u t h e r n ) , a n d o f s e v e r a l o t h e r s p a r t - t i m e . R R o b i n s o n
s e r v e s i n S o u t h C h o o n t r c h u n g , H u g h a n d U w i g l i t L i n t o n i n S o o n c h u n a n d
Kwang ju , Kenne th Boye r i n Che ju -do , John Fo l t a and Joe Hopper i n No r th
C h u l l a . F a c h h a s h i s o w n e m p h a s e s a n d i n d i v i d u a l c o n c e r n s a n d a p p r o a c h e s ,
b u t a l l h a v e t h e c o m m o n o b j e c t i v e o f s t r e n g t l ; e n i n g t h e K i n g d o - i o f C o d
i n r u r a l a r e a s t h r o u g h t h e p l a n t i n g a n d d e v o l o p c i e n t o f c l i u r c h c s a n d t h e
t r a i n i n g o f l o c a l l e a d e r s h i p .

R T K , R o b i n s o n h a s c o n c e n t r a t e d o n l a y l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g , s p e n d i n g t i o s t
o f h i s t i m e h o l d i n g t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s i n o u t l y i n g c e n t e r s . K e n n e t l i ^ o y o r
t r a v e l s r e g u l a r l y f r o m K w a n g j u t o C h e j u , w o r k i n g a m o n g t h e c l \ u r c h c ? o f
t h e I s l a n d b u t c o n c e n t r a t i n g n o w o n a c e n t e r i n t h e c i t y o f C h e j u . H e r e
w o r k a m o n g s t u d e n t s , l a y - l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g , a n d a p u b l i c h c a l t V i c l i n i c
coiabino to strength^ the church on the island. Hugh and Dwight Linton,
UMer the name "Opei/ation Lighthouse'" have developed a unique systo:.i cover
i n g a h u g h c o a s t a l a r e a a n d t h e i s l a n d s o f t h e s e a . F e e l i n g t l . a t c h u r c . h
deve lopment in Soonchun and Chun-nara Presby te r ies where they l i ve can be
c a r e d f o r b y l o c a l K o r e a n l e a d e r s h i p , t i t e y a r e n o w c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n C h i n j u
P r e s b y t e r y ( K y u n g s a n g N a m d o ) a n d M o k p o P r e s b y t e r y. T h e i r r e p o r t c o v e r i n g
the period from the spring of 1971 to the fall of 1972 shows 17 churfhes
b e g u n i n t h e C h i n j u a r e a a n d 2 5 i n t h e M o k p o a r e a . J o h n P o l t a a n d J o e
Hopper d iv ide Nor th Chul la between thecse ives, t rave l l ing regu lar ly to the
r e m o t e a r e a s i n t h e m o u n t a i n s a n d a l o n g t h e c o a s t t o s e r v e a s a s s i g n e d b y
P r e s b y t e r y .

T h i s a r t i c l e w i l l e s p e c i a l l y d e s c r i b e t h e w o r k o f t h e H o p p e r s , s i n c e i t
i s m o s t f a m i l i a r t o u s . D u r i n g t h e p a s t 2 5 y e a r s I h a v e w o r k e d i n a l l
p a r t s o f N o r t h C h u l l a , a n d t h e r e a r e v e r y f e w c h u r c h e s w i ; e r e ! h a v e n o t
v i s i t e d . F o r m a n y y e a r s m y p a t t e r n w a s t o t r a v e l w i t h a K o r e a n a s s i s t a n t ,
s p e n d i n g t h r e e o x f o u r d a y s v i s i t i n g c h u r c h e s s t o e n c o u r a g e t h e l o c a l l a y -
e v a n g c l i s t , h e l p s t r a i g h t e n o u t l o c a l p r o b l e m s , h o l d e x a m i n a t i o n s f o r t h o s e
j o i n i n g t h e c h u r c h , p r e a c h a n d h o l d t h e s a c r a m e n t s . O f t e n t h i s i n v o l v e d
w o r k i n g i n d i r e c t l y w i t h o t h e r c h u r c h e s n e a r b y a s w e l l a s t h o s e o f fi c i a l l y
a s s i g n e d t o a e b y P r e s b y t e r y . D u r i n g t ) . e p e r i o d o f p o s t - w a r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
a n d t i m e s o f c h u r c h s t r i f e , t h e p r e s n a c e o f t h e m i s s i o n a r y b r o u g h t c o m f o r t
a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o t h e s e d i s t a n t p o i n t s a n d h e l p e d c o n t r i b u t e t o s t e a d y
g r o w t h o v e r t h e y e a r s . 2 5 y e a r s a g o t h e r e w e r e a b o u t 2 0 0 fi f e e s b y t e r i a n
c h u r c h e s i n N o r t h C h u l l a . N o w t h e r e a r e s o m e w h e r e i n t l i e n e i g l . b o r l i o o d
o f 7 5 0 . I n t h e e a r l i e r d a y s , t r a v e l w a s f a r m o r e d i f fi c u l t t h a n n o w ,
r o a d s n e a r l y i m p a s s a b l e , f o o d t e r r i b l e , a n d t h e r e w e r e o t h e r u n c o m f o r t a b l e
c o n d i t i o n s . A l l t h i s h a s d r a m a t i c a l l y i m p r o v e d . I h a v e n o t b e e n s t u c k
i n a m u d h o l e f o r a l o n g t i m e ! A t l e a s t t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e r u r a l c ! i u r c h e s
h a v e e l e c t r i c i t y . F o o d i s i m n e n s o l y i m p r o v e d .

F o r i - i x y e a r s m y w i f e a n d I h a v e c a r r i e d o n t h i s r u r a l v - o r k t o g o t h c i ' . W h e n
o u r y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r l e f t f o r b o a r d i n g s c h o o l , D o t w a s f r e e t o d o t l i . l s
w o r k w i t h m e . V. ' e a c q u i r e d a s m a l l t r a v e l t r a i l e r w h i c h ) i a s b e e n t o w e d b e
h i n d t h e L a n d R o v e r o v e r r o a d s f a r o x c c o d i n g t h e w i l d e s t n i g h t m a r e s o f i t s
F o u t b C a r o l i n a m a n u f a c t u r e r s , b u t w e h a v e k e p t I t n a i l e d b o l t e d t o
g e t h e r w h i l e u s i n g i t r e g u l a r l y a s o u r b e d r o o m o n w h e e l s , F x c e p t f u r
b r e a k f a s t , w e c a t a l m o s t a l l m e a l s w i t h K o r e a n v i l l a g e r s , a n d i n f a c t
s p e n d m o s t o f o u r t i m e a w a y f r o m t h e t r a i l e r . I n i t i a l l y i t > : a s a n o b j e c t



of great curiosity, and hundreds of.children crowded around, but no* it
has boconie a routinely accepted visi tor from outer space. The most ex-
citoment is caused when the dishwater is emptied down the drain and
gurgles out the hose below tho trailer...possibly indicating that most
of the chi ldren have never seen water coming out of a pipe before. The
trai ler is covered with scratched names of chi ldren and places and com
ments about the Americans, but wo have never had a break-in of any kind,
n o r b e e n m o l e s t e d a t n i g h t .

To the best of my knowledge wo are the only nan and wife team in rural
evangelism of th.is type. Our routine is to leave Saturday morning, visit
ing one church that day and two the next, and returning hone Monday. We
try to spend all afternoon each day visiting from house to house with thelocal evangelist. We try to concentrate on non-Christian hones, or those
where there is some prospect of leading people to Christ, We carry an
abundance of t rac ts and gospel por t ions to d is t r ibute . Hav ing Dot a long
is a decided asset, not only because of what she can do directly with the
w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n b u t a l s o b e c a u s e i t i s e a s i e r f o r t ! i e g r o u p o f u s
t o v i s i t i n h o m e s w h e r e t h e m a n i s a b s e n t . S o m e t i m e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y o n
rainy days, it is easy to catch whole families at home. At other times
they are all in the fields or gathered at ip\yces to thrash grain. In
such cases we can of ten speak to a large group of men or women at once,
d i s t r i b u t e l i t e r a t u r e , a n d i n v i t e t h e m t o t h e e v e n i n g s e r v i c e . I n r e c e n t
months, the "new vi l lage'^ movement has brought together scores of vi l lagers
to work on projects such as road building and we have had unusually good
opportunities to talk to men who are often diffi^ultj to find. Such visiting also takes us to the homes of sick people^no ^c'annot go out to church
and who deeply appreciate our coming to them, Vo count has been possible
of the number of separate villages and homes we have entered, but we
b e l i e v e t h e e f f o r t i s w e l l w o r t h t h e t i m e a n d t r o u b l e .

Before the evening service, while I am examining candidates for the cate
chumen class or for baptism. Dot and my assistant ^cld s meeting for the
children. Using pictures or flannel graphs she tel ls 7ible Stories tothe hundreds who pack into the little churches. V-'hen T see^ them surging
out of the church afterwards, I ar. reminded of the circus tr ick T saw
years ago where endless numbers of clowns kept climbing out® cf the same
old buoken-down Ford automobile, rk but when packed Into the church they
a r e b e s t d e s c r i b e d i n t h e K o r e a n w a y a s l o o k i n g l i k e a p o t o f b e a n - s p r o u t s .
Meanwhile, I hold the examinations which pyosuniably is reaping the crop
which the local evangelist has tended, Sbmetimes he has not done his job
w e l l a n d t h e e x a m i n a t i o n i s a t e a c h i n g s e s s i o n a s w e l l , a n d t a k e s a v e r y
long time. My records show that I have held about 7500 examinations in25 years. Knowing the many hours it takes I question the reports of^
Francis Javier baptizing prodigious numbers in a short time, unless it
was without preparation and exar.ination, During the evening service T
preach and hold the sacrnments. Often services do not begin until very
late, perhaps nine o'clock or later, so wc are tired when ve drag back to
the trailer. Ofter before retiring Dot gives a ''sightsee" to the women^
and "kun-aggies" who crowd around to see our homo. *'any a "hal-mun-nxe"
alights announcing that she has been to America and back!
Some people might question the further need for this kind of work, since
Korean pastors could do it. That is true, but the fact of the matter is
that many of them will not, or that these areas are still so difficult to



r e a c h t h a t o n l y t h e m i s s i o n a r y h a s t h e t i x a c a n d m e a n s t o g e t t h e r e . F u r
t h e r m o r e t h e m i s s i o n a r y h e l p s k e e p t h e c o n c e r n o f t h e K o r e a n C h u r c h f o c u s e d
o n t h e s e n e g l e c t e d a r e a s w h e r e t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s a r e w a i t i n g f o r t h e G o o d
N e w s . S u p e r i n t e n d i n g £ a f e w o f t h e s e c h u r c h e s i n r e m o t e a r e a s s e r v e s
a s p e g s u p o n w h i c h t o h a n g t h e w h o l e f a b r i c o f a m i s s i o n a r y ' s c o n c e r n f o r
and ident ificat ion with the Korean Church, because basicly they become
the point of contact with the problems and needs and development of whole
a r e a s w h i c h n e e d t o b e e v a n g e l i z e d .

T h e K o r e a n s h a v e a w o r d " K w a n ^ - s l r i . " ) . T h e d i c t i o n a r y d e fi n e s
th is word as " intersf or "concern '* but IT packs far more meaning that that
I be l ieve tha t an e f fec t i ve m iss ionary, no mat te r wha t h i s pa r t i cu la r p ro
fess i on , mus t have " kwan -sAm" w i t h t he peop le and t he chu rches and t he
nat ion he is to serve . "Kwan-s l ro" Inc ludes the who le in ter -persona l
r e l a t i o n s h i p o f s y m p a t h y a n d i d e n t i fi c a t i o n a n d m u t u a l e s t e o a w h i c h c a n
b e b u i l t u p b e t w e e n t w o p a r t i e s . N o n a t t e r h o w p e r f e c t a m i s s i o n a r y i s
professional ly, or how expert at the language, or e loquent as a preacher,
i f h e n e v e r e s t a b l i s h e s " k w a n - s i m " w i t h a n y b o d y h e I s n e v e r a r e a l m i s s i o n
ary. The ru ra l evange l i s t I s in a wonder fu l pos i t i on to " es tab l i sh "kwan-
S i m " w i t l i v a s t a r e a s a n d h u n d r e d s o f c h u r c h e s a n d C h r i s t i a n s , i l e c a n b e
c o m e a p a r t o f t h e v a s t m o v e m e n t o f t h i s n a t i o n i n c o n i n g t o C h r i s t . M e
shares i ts struggles and problems and weaknesses, and indulges in i ts
t r iumphs and th r i l l s . Every m iss ionary in any pos i t i on can be a par t o f
t h i s n a t i o n ' s C b r i s t i a n d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h i s w a y, b u t n o o n e h a s a b e t t e r
o p p o r t u n i t y t h a n t h e i t i n e r a n t r u r a l e v a n g e l i s t !


