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T e x t ; " . . . t h e l i f e o f m y l o r d s h a l l b e b o u n d i n t h e b u n d l e o f t h e l i v i n g i n t h e c a r e o f

t h e L o r d y o u r G o d . " I S a m . 2 5 : 2 9

' L ' ' - • f A W t a i c v » A • v ^ o v i c

' S a m u e l 2 5 f e a t u r e s a " h e e l » " a " h e r o , " a n d a " h e r o i n e . " T h e p r o p h e t S a m u e l h a d ^ ^
V v ( e . V' d i e d . H e h a d a n o i n t e d S a u l a s k i n g , t h e g o o d - l o o k i n g a n d p o p u I a r n e r ' d i s a p p o i n t e d h i s

people, djsobeyed his God, and case. Meanwhile God selected^he shepherd
bow âv̂ ^̂ o replace him. This valiant youth had ki led Gol i_a-th, become a close friend of
Sarfl's son Jonathan, had incurred the king's ̂ ŵ th, and had been forced to flee
i n t o t h e w i l d e r n e s s w h e r e h e a n d a b a n d o f o u t l a w s l i v e d a s g u e r r i l l a s , l i k e R o b i n H o o d a n d

h i s j o l l y y e o m e n i n S h e r w o o d f o r e s t .

That region is wi ld, desolate, and ful l of rocky crags, dark canyons, and^
. . i d e a l f o r g u e r i l l a w a r f a r e . D a v i d ' s b a n d i n d u l g e d i n n o r a i d s a g a i n s t t h e k i n g ,

tJv'A*'0 but ,they did have to eat and^^depended upon local supplies for existence. Living and doing
bus iness i n sma l l t owns o f t he r eg ion was a r i ch man named Naba l , who owned 3P00 sheep and

1000 goats. David heard that it was shearing time...an occasion^regarded as a festival
w h e n o w n e r s w e r e e x p e c t e d t o b e g e n e r o u s a n d h o s o i t a b l e . " N o w t h e n a m e o f t h e m a n w a s

N a b a l , a n d t h e n a m e o f h i s w i f e A b i g a i l , T h e w o m a n w a s o f Q o o d u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d

b e a u t i f u l , b u t t h e m a n w a s c h u r l i s h a n d i l l - b e h a v e d ; h e w a s a C a l e b i t e . W h a t a

c o m b i n a t i o n ! I c a n j u s t h e a r s o m e o n e m u t t e r i n g t h e s e w o r d s a b o u t t h e o c c u p a n t s o f t h e

H o p p e r h o u s e ! N a b a l w a s a d e s c e n d a n t o f C a l e b w h o h a d c o n q u e r e d t h e r e g i o n a r o u n d H e b r o n .
T h e f a m i l y b o r e t h a t n a m e a s p r o u d l y a s a n y H i g h l a n d c l a n o f S c o t l a n d , b u t N a b a l w a s t h e

o b l a c k s h e e p o f t h e - f a e t i y •

D a v i d o r d e r e d t e n o f h i s y o u n g m e n t o v i s i t N a b a l ' s s h e e o - s h e a r i n q . W i t h t e n m e n

D a v i d s i g n a l l e d t h a t h e n o t o n l y e x p e c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e g e n e r o s i t y , b u t , t h a t h e h a d
X c r m i « *' opn-i dcrob fe. mi Ii tarv clout. He ordered them to make a courteous request: "Thus you shall

s a l u t e h i m : ' P e a c e b e t o y o u , a n d p e a c e b e t o y o u r h o u s e , a n d p e a c e b e t o a l l t h a t v o u

h a v e . I h e a r d t h a t v o u h a v e s h e a r e r s ; n o w y o u r s h e p h e r d s h a v e b e e n w i t h u s , a n d w e d i d

t h e m n o h a r m , a n d t h e y m i s s e d n o t h i n g , a l l t h e t i m e t h e y w e r e w i t h u s i n C a r m e l . f t s k y o u r

y o u n g m e n , a n d t h e y w i l l t e l l v o u . T h e r e f o r e l e t m y y o u n g m e n fi n d f a v o r i n y o u r e v e s ; f o r

w e h a v e c o m e o n a f e a s t d a y . P r a y , g i v e w h a t e v e r y o u h a v e a t h a n d t o y o u r s e r v a n t s a n d t o

y o u r s o n D a v i d . * " R e m e m b e r t h e r e w a s n o s t a b l e o o v e r n m e n t , a n d D a v i d a n d h i s b a n d w e r e t h e

o f t h e r e g i o n a n d h a d p r o t e c t e d t h e s h e p h e r d s a n d t h e i r fl o c k s i n a n

e r a w h e n b a n d s o f h o o d l u m s a n d b a n d i t s a n d e n e m y t r i b e s i n f e s t e d t h e r e g i o n . B y t h o s e

®standards, David's request was reasonafale, courteous, and.^his du^ for services already
r e n d e r e d .



D a v i d ' s m e n d i d a s t h e y w e r e t o l d , b u t " t h e n t h e v w a i t e d . " s o m e w h a t l i k e a p o o r g u y

coo l i ng h i s hee l s i n t he wa i t i ng r oom wh i l e a bus i ness t y coon i n h i s mahogany pane led
office puffs h is c igar and watches the s tock-market t icker tape. When Nabal 's answer came

i t w a s i n s u l t i n g ! " W h o i s t h i s f e l l o w D a v i d ? . . > a l l k i n d s o f f e l l o w s a r e r u n n i n g a w a y f r o m

t h e i r m a s t e r y n o w - a - d a v s . S h a l l 1 t a k e m v b r e a d a n d m v w a t e r a n d m v m e a t t h a t I h a v e k i l l e d

f o r m v s h e a r e r s , a n d g i v e i t t o m e n w h o c o m e f r o m 1 d o n o t k n o w w h e r e ? " N a b a l w a s

d i s c o u r t e o u s , r u d e , b e l i t t l i n g o f D a v i d w h o w a s a l r e a d y a h e r o i n I s r a e l a n d a p o w e r t o b e

r e c k o n e d w i t h . H o w n a r r o w l y s e l fi s h w i t h h i s o w n p o s s e s s i o n s ! A c a d , n o l e s s !

D a v i d h i t t h e c e i l i n g w h e n h i s m e n r e p o r t e d . " P u t o n y o u r s w o r d s " h e o r d e r e d a s h e

b u c k l e d o n h i s o w n . O u t h e m a r c h e d w i t h 4 0 0 m e n , l e a v i n g 2 0 0 t o w a t c h t h e c a m p . D a v i d h a d

a temper too, just as Nabal did. "From Saul David had expected in jur ies, and against those

hgwas^£re^a^d^_^n^^too^^j£or^i^^^uar^^n^^^J<e£t_^h_^^em£ei^^ut^^Vom_Nab^^T^^xpe^e^
k i n d n e s s , a n d t h e r e f o r e t h e a f f r o n t h e g a v e h i m w a s a s u r p r i s e t o h i m , f o u n d h i m o f f h i s

g u a r d , a n d b v a s u d d e n a n d u n e x p e c t e d a t t a c k , o u t h i m f o r t h e p r e s e n t i n t o d i s o r d e r . H o w

we need to pray. Lord, us not into temptation!"(Nt. Hen Com.) How ea^ to stand firm
i n t h e b i o t e i r i o t a t i o n s a n d t h e n l e t a r e 1 a r e v e n t l i t e r a l l y t h r o w u s f o r a l o s s !

M e a n w h i l e , b a c k a t t h e r a n c h , o n e o f N a b a l ' s y o u n g m e n r e p o r t e d a l l t h i s t o h i s

m i s t r e s s , t h e b e a u t i f u l a n d w i s e A b i q a i 1 . M a y b e h e w a s n e r v o u s l e s t h e h i m s e l f b e a v i c t i m

o f D a v i d ' s v e n g e a n c e , e s p e c i a l l y i f c . n m R k i n d o f d e a l h a d a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e . I t w o u l d b e

natural for shepherds to make an "arrangement" wi th whoever contro l led the grazing land in

s u c h u n s e t t l e d t i m e s , a n d t h i s w o u l d h a v e i n c l u d e d a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g a b o u t p r o p e r

c o m p e n s a t i o n . . . " ^ o u t a k e c a r e o f u s a n d w h e n t h e t i m e c o m e s w e w i l l s a y a g o o d w o r d f o r y o u

t o o u r m a s t e r ! " T h i s y o u n g m a n a l s o k n e w h e s h o u l d w a r n A b i g a i l a n d c o n fi r m t h e

r e a s o n a b l e n e s s o f D a v i d ' s r e q u e s t o f N a b a l . " T h e m e n w e r e v e r y g o o d t o u s , a n d w e s u f f e r e d

n o h a r m , a n d w e d i d n o t m i s s a n y t h i n g w h e n w e w e r e i n t h e fi e l d s ^ a s l o n g a s w e w e n t w i t h

t h e m k e e p i n g t h e s h e e p . / v N o w t h e r e f o r e k n o w t h i s a n d c o n s i d e r w h a t y o u s h o u l d d o ; f o r e v i l

is determined against ouX master and against all.is house, and he is so ill-natured that
no one can speak to him." ujaM a. u-j. vuVaIK cv\a^

Now Ab iga i l swung in to ac t ion , p rov ing tha t she was not on ly o f "good unders tand ing

a n d b e a u t i f u l , " b u t s e n s i b l e , d e c i s i v e , a n d e f fi c l e n t . V e r s e 1 8 s a y s , " A b i g a i l m a d e

h a s t e . " I a p p r e c i a t e a w o m a n w h o c a n " m a k e h a s t e " a n d a t t h r e e c r u c i a l p o i n t s i n t h e

n a r r a t i v e w e a r e t o l d s h e " m a d e h a s t e . " S h e fi x e d 2 0 0 l o a v e s , 2 s k i n s o f w i n e , 5 s h e e p

ready dressed, 5 measures of parched grain, and 100 clusters of raisins, ancLSOO cakes of
fi o s . . . n o t t o o m u c h f o r 6 0 0 m e n h u n g r y f o r h o m e c o o k i n g ! T h e f o o d w a s r e a d y f o r N a b a l ' s

f e a s t , b u t s h e d i d n ' t s t o p t o d i t h e r a r o u n d a b o u t w h a t t o s e n d o r a s k a n y b o d y ' s o p i n i o n .

She acted without telling Nabal, knowing how he would explode, and ordei^ her young men to
l o a d a l l t h i s o n a s s e s a n d m o v e o u t a h e a d o f h e r t o m e e t D a v i d . W h y d i d n ' t s h e g o a l o n g



3.
w i t h t h e m ? M a y b e i t w a s t o a p p e a s e D a v i d a n d c o o l h i s t e m p e r a h e a d o f t i m e , b u t I t h i n k i t

w a s b e c a u s e s h e w a s s t i l l a w o m a n . S u r e l y s h e h a d t o t a k e o f f h e r c u r l e r s a n d fi x h e r f a c e

a n d p u t o n h e r p r e t t i e s t f r o c k ! E v i d e n c e i n a l l t h e r e s t o f t h e s t o r y p o i n t s t o h e r

s t r a t e g y t o s t u n D a v i d w i t h t h e fi r s t b l o w, a n d s o s h e d i d w i t h 1 0 0 ' / . s u c c e s s !

As she gal loped out a . f reak accident happened.. .a l though we must remember that wi th

G o d t h e r e a r e n o a c c i d e n t s b u t o n l y H i s g u i d i n g h a n d . S h e c a m e a r o u n d a m o u n t a i n a n d m e t

Dav id 's band be fo re her<^young men d id . Dav id was b rea th ing fi re and b r ims tone , rag ing :

" S u r e l y i n v a i n h a v e I g u a r d e d a l l t h a t C N a b a l J h a s i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s , s o t h a t n o t h i n g w a s

m i s s e d o f a l l t h a t b e l o n g e d t o h i m , a n d h e h a s r e t u r n e d t o m e e v i l f o r g o o d . G o d d o s o t o

D a v i d a n d m o r e a l s o , i f b v m o r n i n g I l e a v e s o m u c h a s o n e m a l e o f a l l w h o b e l o n g t o h i m . "

D a v i d m e a n t e v e r y w o r d o f i t . N o t h i n g b u t a b l o o d v m e s s w o u l d b e l e f t o f N a b a l ' s h o u s e .

W h a t t e e - e d h i m o f f w a s e x p r e s s e d i n t h e w o r d s " h e h a s r e t u r n e d t o m e e v i l f o r g o o d . " H o w

o f t e n w e u s e t h a t a s a n e x c u s e t o l e t t e m p e r s fl y , t o h a r b o r u g l y f e e l i n g s , o r t o a t t e m p t

t o Q e t e v e n . S u p p o s e G o d t r e a t e d u s t h a t w a y ? H e g i v e s u s s o m a n y g o o d t h i n g s a n d w e a r e

o f t e n u n g r a t e f u l , o r e v e n r e j e c t H i m ! We e v e n k i l l e d t h e S o n H e s e n t t o s a v e u s . Ye t

i n s t e a d o f D a v i d ' s a t t i t u d e , G o d c o n t i n u e s t o f o r g i v e .

I n t h i s s u d d e n e n c o u n t e r , A b i g a i l a g a i n r e c o g n i z e d a n e m e r g e n c y. F o r t h e s e c o n d t i m e

s h e m a d e h a s t e . . . t h i s t i m e t o f a l 1 o n h e r f a c e b e f o r e D a v i d a n d b o w t o t h e g r o u n d . N o t i m e

to wring her hands about where the young men with fefe^gifts were, or shed appropriate
t e a r s . S h e w a s t e d n o t i m e i n d o i n g a n d s a y i n g t h e r i g h t t h i n g . H e r s p e e c h w a s f a r m o r e

t h a n s w e e t - t a l k i n g , a l t h o u g h i t c o n t a i n e d p l e n t y o f t h a t . I t w a s s h r e w d , i t w a s

persuasive, and it evidence^true realization of the status of David in God's plan for her
c o u n t r y. H o w f o r t u n a t e a n v o f u s m e n w o u l d b e i f _ o u r w i v e s c o u l d t a l k u s n u t , o f t r o u b l e a s

b e a u t i f u l l y a s s h e d i d ! S h e e v e n i l l u s t r a t e s h o w w e s h o u l d a p p r o a c h G o d i n p r a y e r , a s w e

p l e a d f o r f o r n i v p n e s s o f t h e s i n s o f o u r s e l v e s a n d o t h e r s .

W i t h v e r y f e w w o r d s ( a l s o r e m a r k a b l e ) A b i g a i l m a d e t e n p o i n t s :

^ She spoke respectfulIv to David.
(?) She took thP h^lamp herself.

She ^xcuse^^e^^^usband^f^ 11 by imputing it to his natural weakness. "Let
n o t m y l o r d r e g a r d t h i s i l l - n a t u r e d f e l l o w N a b a l ; f o r a s h i s n a m e i s , s o i s h e ; N a b a l i s

h i s n a m e , a n d f o l l y i s w i t h h i m . " N a b a l m e a n s f o o l . . . e v e n h i s w i f e a d m i t t ^ j t !

S h e s e e n D a v i d ' s y o u n g m e n .

S h e t o o k i t f o r g r a n t e d t h a t s h e h a d a l r e a d y w o n h e r p o i n t . . . " N o w t h e L o r d h a s

r e s t r a i n e d y o u f r o m b l o o d - o u i l t , a n d f r o m t a k i n g v e n g e a n c e w i t h v o u r o w n h a n d . " H o w c o u l d

D a v i d t u r n d o w n a b e a u t i f u l w o m a n w h o m a d e s u c h a fl a t t e r i n g a s s u m p t i o n ?

S h e o f f e r e d h e r p r e s e n t s t o D a v i d ' s y o u n g m e n . H e r s e r v a n t s h a d s h o w n u p , b u t



t ac t fu l l y the g i f t s a re o f fe red to h i s men and no t to Dav id h imse l f so as no t to hu r t h i s

pr ide.

(3X She applauded David's services for his country and his God..."mv lord is
£> fighting the battle's of the Lord.Ĵ It never hurts to pay a compliment!

S h e f o r e t o l d t h e g l o r i o u s e n d o f h i s p r e s e n t t r o u b l e s w i t h w o r d s o f c o m f o r t

a n d o f f a i t h . " I f m e n r i s e u o t o p u r s u e v o u a n d t o s e e k y o u r l i f e > t h e l i f e o f m v L o r d

s h a l l b e b o u n d i n t h e b u n d l e o f t h e l i v i n g i n t h e c a r e o f t h e L o r d v o u r G o d ; a n d t h e l i v e s

o f y o u r e n e m i e s h e s h a l l s l i n o o u t a s f r o m t h e h o l l o w o f a s l i n o . " N a b a l * s t r o u b l e s w e r e

nothing compared to the uncertainties and difficulties surround>^^vid in the future. Here
ah i QAi1 reminded David of God's protective care in which he had faith and about which he

h a d s u n g i n h i s p s a l m s . . . " Ye a * t h o u g h 1 w a l k t h r o u g h t h e v a l l e y o f t h e s h a d o w o f d e a t h > I

w i l l f e a r n o e v i l * f o r T h o u a r t w i t h m e . "

S h e a s k e d D ^ v i d t o c o n s i d e r h o w m u c h b e t t e r h i s c o n s c i e n c e w o u l d f e e l f o r n o t

t a k i n g v e n g e a n c e h i m s e l f a n d s h e d d i n g i n n o c e n t b l o o d . T h a t m a y n o t b e t h e h i g h e s t m o t i v e

f o r r e f r a i n i n g f r o m s i n * b u t i t d o e s n o h a r m t o c o n s i d e r h o w a c t i n g o n s u d d e n i m p u l s e

t o d a y m a y b r i n g p a i n t o m o r r o w.

(To). She recommended herself to his favor after the Lord has blessed David. He
c e r t a i n l y d i d n o t f o r g e t t h e r e q u e s t , p e r h a p s a b i t s o o n e r t h a n s h e a n t i c i p a t e d .

We can blame David for his vio^l_eiTt^^_^em£er, but we must admire how he accepted the
r e a s o n a b l e a n d p i o u s c o u n s e l o f A b i g a i l . N a b a l a n d D a v i d b o t h l o s t t h e i r t e m p e r s . B u t

"̂ Nabal was the kind of person ̂ ou could not talk to...he would n̂ er 1 î tgyl/ to reason̂ ^̂ ^
• David was open to what he now recognized not only as the wisdom of a beautiful woman, huty.

a s t h e v o i c e o f t h e L o r d s p e a k i n g t h r o u g h h e r . " B l e s s e d b e y o u r d i s c r e t i o n * a n d b l e s s e d b e

v o u * w h o h a v e k e o t m e t h i s d a y f r o m b l o o d o u i l t a n d f r o m a v e n g i n g m y s e l f w i t h m v o w n h a n d .

' F o r a s s u r e l y a s t h e L o r d t h e G o d o f I s r a e l l i v e s , w h o h a s r e s t r a i n e d m e f r o m h u r t i n g v o u ,

u n l e s s v o u h a d m a d e h a s t e a n d c o m e t o m e e t m e * t r u l y b y m o r n i n g t h e r e h a d n o t b e e n l e f t t o

Nabal so much as one male." God had hold of David's conscience, even thod^avid had been
t e m p o r a r i l y d e a f t o G o d ' s v o i c e . H e l i s t e n e d t o w i s e a n d f a i t h f u l r e p r o o f , a c c e p t e d t h e

gift graciously, and ^ourteou^y sent Abigail home.

T h i s r e m a r k a b l e w o m a n k n e w i t w a s n o t r i g h t t o c o n c e a l w h a t s h e h a d d o n e f r o m h e r

h u s b a n d , w r o n g a s h e w a s . S h e f o u n d h i m h o l d i n g a f e a s t , " l i k e t h e f e a s t o f a k i n g , " a n d

r o a r i n g d r u n k . W h e n s h e s p o k e t o h i m t h e n e x t m o r n i n g . . . " h i s h e a r t d i e d w i t h i n h i m * a n d h e
b e c a m e a s a s t o n e . A n d a b o u t t e n d a y s l a t e r t h e L o r d s m o t e N a b a l ; a n d h e d i e d . " W h e t h e r

f r o m a s e n s e o f g u i l t f o r h i s s i n , s j t a m e b e c a u s e h i s w i f e s h o w e d m o r e s e n s e t h a n h e d i d ,

s h o c k a t h i s n a r r o w e s c a p e , o r i n t e m p e r a t e d r i n k i n o . . . N a b a l s u f f e r e d , a h e a r t a t t a c k o r

, s t r o k e w h i c h p a r a l y z e d h i m . Te n d a y s l a t e r t h e L o r d s m o t e h i m ( p e r h a p s , a n o t h e r s t r o k e ) a n d
A

h e d i e d . E v e r y o n e s a w t h a t G o d h a d p u n i s h e d h i m .



H e a r i n g t h i s n e w s > D a v i d ' s fi r s t r e a c t i o n w a s t D _ ^ h a n k ^ o d f o r t a k i n g c a r e o f a
s i t u a t i o n w h i c h D a v i d h a d a t t e m p t e d t o d o i n a n d f o r g r e s e r v ^ ^ h i m f r o m

d o i n g e v i l . W e o f t e n a s k f o r G o d ' s c a r e i n d a n g e r s a n d t r o u b l e s . , . y e t i t i s j u s t a s t r u e
that God preserves us from sins we nev^ comtnit, and we must thank Him fnr kopninn mir

f r o m e v i l . D a v i d ' s a l m o s t s i m u l t a n e o u s r e a c t i o n w a s t o s e n d a n d w o o A b i g a i l t o m a k e

her h i s w i fe . Verse ^0 desc r ibes the cour tsh ip , " find when the se rvan ts o f D^y id came to
a t C a r m e l > t h e v s a i d t o h e r > ' D A v i d h a s s e n t u s t o v o u t o t a k e y o u t o h i m a s h i s

w i f e . ' A n d A b i g a i l m a d e h a s t e a n d r o s e a n d m o u n t e d o n a n a s s a n d h e r fi v e m a i d e n s a t t e n d e d

h e r ; s h e w e n t a f t e r t h e m e s s e n o e r s o f D a v i d s a n d b e c a m e h i s w i f e . " S u c h r a p i d r e m a r r i a o e

s e e m s n o t t o h a v e b e e n u n c o m m o n , b u t i t w a s c o m p l e t e l y i n c h a r a c t e r f o r A b i g a i l t o m a k e

haste...for the third time in this chapter. Everything ^ds jU5t_iv^j|^: "The rhur 1 i
husband is fortunately removed; the charming and clever wifege^ her reward; the brave

^^^vej^^ets the girl."(IB) Actually he got tpjjP of them, reminding us that David was far
f r o m p e r f e c t . . . e v e n t h o u g h a c l o s e f r i e n d o f G o d .

d) These three characters teach three truths, ^ab^ illustrates the sin of ill-temper,
s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s , a n d i r g r a t i t u d e w h i c h G o d r e b u k e d t h r o u g h h i s w i f e a n d p u n i s h e d b y h i s

d e a t h . D e s c r i b e d a s c h u r 1 i s h , i 1 1 - b e h a v e d , i l l - n a t u r e d . . . t h i s m e a n c h a r a c t e r w a s l i t e r a l l y

N a b a l . . . w h i c h m e a n s f o o 1 . . . a n d h e g o t w h a t e v e r y f o o l d e s e r v e s . W e t o o s i n w h e n w e a r e

i^^rouc^, ^ad^em^ei^d, unreasona^^, and una^proach^^e.

(£) D a v i d s h o w s o u r p r o n e n e s s t o s i n , e s p e c i a l l y t h a t o f t a k i n g m a t t e r s i n t o o u r o w n h a n d s

i n s t e a d o f l e a v i n g t h e m u p t o G o d . Y e t t h o u g h h e c a m e t o t h e s i n , G o d r e s t r a i n e d

D a v i d w h o h a d s e n s e t o r e c o g n i z e G o d ' s h a n d . I t i s a l w a y s g o o d t o b e o n t h e l o o k - o u t f o r

God's warnings to keep us from tUin^^^e£^^na_over the precipice and dashing ourselves to

p i e c e s o n t h e r o c k s o f s i n b e l o w .

Abigail was quick to see where she could fill a useful role. She never ^e5Mpn£d or
r e s i s t e d G o d ' s p r o m p t i n g . . . s h e k n e w w h a t s h e c o u l d d o a n d d i d i t w e l l . G o d o f t e n u s e s

o r d i n a r y p e o p l e t o d o i m p o r t a n t t h i r g s f o r H i m i n m o m e n t s o f s t r e s s o r c r i s i s . H e g i v e s

s u p e r i o r p o w e r s o f w i s d o m a n d t a c t a n d t h e g i f t o f w i s e w o r d s . H o w t h e w o r l d n e e d s

^Tte^g^^o^, men and women with the lov^^^^o^^n^heir hearts, the wil l ingness to '^taj^
a c h a n c e " o n g e t t i n g h u r t t h e m s e l v e s , i n o r d e r t o b r i n g r e c o n c i 1 i a t i o n b e t w e e n o t h e r s . W e

w h o b e l i e v e t h a t G o d s e n t H i s S o n t o r e c o n c i l e t h e w o r l d t o H i m s e l f , c a n b e u s e d o f G o d t o

i n t e r c e d e a n d b e r e c o n c i l e r s f o r t h e p e a c e o f t h e w o r l d .

H o w w e l l A b i g a i l s p o k e t o D a v i d ; " T h e l i f e o f m v l o r d s h a l l b e b o u n d i n t h e b u n d l e o f

the living in the care of the Lord your God." God later demonsi.rated this rep_eat_edly in
t h e l i f e o f D a v i d w h o m u s t h a v e r e c a l l e d t h e w o r d s o f A b i g a i l . T h e y a r e a p r o m i s e t o u s



t o o .

t h e l i v i n o

G o d . " T h a

We are in^ ihe middle of the bundle of God's blessings, when we commit
What Abigail said to David... "your life shall be bound in the bundle of
said in a far better way in Col, 3:3, "Your life is hid with Christ inP a u

Tk GOCT or every sp i r i t ua l b less ing in Chr i s t Jesus our Lo rd l
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UÂ  iLjAD" A-2£)
OJtS XUx-fliU (ARW) AJuJ "JlAtf-UW.CwACa4_e.



/

— i

B o u n d i n t h e b u n d l e o f t h e l i v i n g
w I

CM^)

T e x t : I S a m . 2 5 : 2 9 " . . t h e l i f e o f m y l o r d J 5 h a l l b e b o u n d i n t h e b u n d l e o f t h e
l i v i n g i n t h e c a r e o f t h e L o r d y o u r G o d . . . "

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g . I S a m . 2 5 : 1 - 1 3 ; 2 9 .

H e r e i s o n e o f o u r f a v o r i t e O l d T e s t a m e n t s t o r i e s . I t h a s h u m a n i n t e r e s t . a
d e l i c i o u s n r i p n t a 1 fl a v o r . a n d l . e . s s o n s e v e r y C h r i s t i a n n e e d s t o k n o w . L i k e a
g o o d H o l l y w o o d d r a m a , i t f e a t u r e s a " h e e l " , a " h e r o " a n d a " h e r o i n e " g r a p h i c l y
p o r t r a y e d . I t ' s a p a r t o f G o d ' s W o r d , a n d i n i t s c h a r a c t e r s w e s e e o u r s e l v e s
a n d h o w G o d d e a l s w i t h u s .

O u r c h a p t e r o p e n s w i t h t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t S p m u e J d i e d a n d w a s b u r i e d a m i d s u i t a b l
n a t i o n a l m o u r n i n g . A b r i e f o b i t u a r v f o r a g r e a t m a n w h o h a d d o m i n a t e d a n i m p o r
t a n t e r a w h e n h i s n a t i o n w a s t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o a k i n g d o m u n d e r S a u l w h o m h e h a d
a n o i n t e d k i n g . B u t t h e g o o d - l o o k i n g a n d p o p u l a r k i n g d i s a n n o i n t e d h i s p e o p l e ,
dT cpbp_vf>d his God, and literally became a mental case. Meanwhile God silected^
DAvid to replace him. Prior to this chapter David had been anointed, he had,,;^'^^
f o u g h t a n d k i l l e d G o l i a t h , h e h a d b e c o m . e a c l o s e f r i e n d o f p r i n c e , J o n a t h a n ^ <
h e h a d b e c o m e t h e o b j e c t o f K i n g S a u l ' s l u n a t i c w r a t h , a n d h a d b e e n f o r c e ^ a t o
f lee in to a guer i l la type ex is tence where he l i ved^ 'a sor t o f Rob in Hood >• p t inmr ; e
He had just played the prank of 6nfiakxRgxzNl:axS!CMi£sxEiimnxaRdxstsaixn^ cutting
o f f t h e s k i r t o f S a u l ' s r o b e i n a d a r k c a v e a n d t h e n k i d d i n g h i m a b o u t i t s o
t h a t S a u l h a d b e e n f o r c e d t o r e c o g n i z e D a v i d ' s g o o d n e s s a n d a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t
t h e k i n g d o m w o u l d p a s s t o h i s c o n t r o l . E v e n t h o u g h t h e y p r o m i s e d t o d o e a c h
o t h e r n o h a r m , D a v i d t h o u g h t i t p r u d e n t n o t t o t r u s t t h e m a d k i n g a n d r e t r e a t e d
w i t h h i s m e n t o a w i l d e r n e s s s t r o n g h o l d .

W i t h t h e d e a t h o f S a m u e l , D a v i d m a y h a v e t h o u g h t t h a t a l l r e s t r a i n t s u p o n S a u l
w e r e g o n e s o h e w e n t f u r t h e r i n t o t h e w i l d e r n e s s a b o u t 1 5 m x i l e s s o u t h o f h i s
home town of Bethelehem. I have seen this region and it is wi1d and desolate, y
a p l a c e o f r o c k y c r a g s a n d c a v e s a n d d e e p d a r k c a n y o n s , i d e a l f o r p a r t i s a n w a r
f a r e . D a v i d a n d h i s m e n a p p a r e n t l y d i d l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a t t e m p t t o e x i s t , a n d
i n d u l g e d i n n o r a i d s a g a i n s t K i n g S a u l . B u t a g u e r i l l a b a n d h a s t o e a t . . I
r e c a l l d u r i n g t h e K o r e a n w a r t h a t t h e s e m o u n t a i n s a r o u n d C h u n j u w e r e f u l l o f
g u e r i l l a s w h o r a i d e d v i l l a g e s n o t t o i n fl i c t m i l i t a r y d a m a g e b u t t o g e t f o o d .
W h a t b u r n i n g a n d k i l l i n g t h e y d i d w a s m o s t l y t o k e e p t h e v i l l a g e r s t e r r o r i z e d
i n t o s u p p l y i n g f o o d . A t o n e t i m e t h e n u r s i n g s c h o o l w a s f u l l o f r e f u g e e p a t i e n t s
. . . n o t b e c a u s e o f t h e w a r i t s e l f b u t b e c a u s e t h e U N f o r c e s a n d K o r e a n p o l i c e
h a d t o d e s t r p y v i l l a g e s i n t h e n o - m a n ' s l a n d o f t h e m o u n t a i n v a l l e y s t o d e p r i v e
g u e r i l l a s o f f o o d , a n d t h i s e v e n t u a l l y l e d t o t h e i r d e f e a t .

Nov^Miv ing and doing business in a couple of smal l towns of the region was
a r i ch man who owned 3000 sheep and 1000 goats and i t was shear ing t ime. The
d e s c r i p t i o n i s c l a s s i c : " N o w t h e n a m e o f t h e m a n w a s N a b a l , a n d t h e n a m e o f h i s
w i f e A b i g a i l . T h e w o m a n w a s o f g o o d u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d b e a u t i f u l , b u t t h e m a n
w a s c h u r l i s h a n d i l l - b e h a v e d ; h e w a s a . C a l c b i t e . " A h ! w h h t a c o m b i n a t i o n ! I
c a n j u s t h e r e s o m e o n e m u t t e r i n g t h e s e w o r d s a b o u t t h e o c c u p a i n t s o f t h e i j H o p p e r
house! The man was a deseendent of Caleb, the noble old man who ^"oc^ATpied the
r e g i o n a r o u n d H e b r o n d u r i n g t h e w a r o f o c c u p a t i o n , a n d t h e t r i b e b o r e t h a t n a m e
a s p r o u d l y a s a n y H i g h l a n d c l a n o f S c o t l a n d . S h e e p - s h e a r i n g w a s a f e s t i v a l
w h e n t h e o w n e r s w e r e e x p e c t e d t o b e g e n e r o u s a n d h o s p i t a b l e a . J u s t a s i n K o r e a
a n y f c s t i f a l o r w e d d i n g o r f u n e r a l i s a t i m e a l l t h e b e g g a r s i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d
e x p e c t a h a n d - o u t , i t w a s n o r m a l p r o c e e d u r e t o r e q u e s t g e n e r o s i t y f r o m a r i c h
m a n .

David heard of the sheep-shearing and ordered ten of his^y^ng men to go seeNabal. Since David's home was not far away he may hav̂ ^̂ Ĵriet̂ Nabal , but certainly
both men knew about each other. In sending ten men, David indicated not only
that he expected considerable generosity, but peesible he was demonstrating
his potential clout. Anyway, he ordered them to present t eir reque.
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t e w o s l y : " T h u s y o u s h a l l s a l u t e h i m : ' P e a c e b e t o y o u , a n d p e a c e b y t o y o u r h o u s e ,
a n d p e a c e b e t o a l l t h a t y o u h a v e . I h e a r t h a t y o u h a v e s h e a r e r s ; n o w y o u r s h e p -
h c r d s _ . . h a v e b e e n w i t h . . u s _ j . „ a n d _ , d i d . t h e i n _ n o h a r m _ , . a n d t h e y, m i . s s e d n o t h i n . ^ , a l l
t h e t i m e t h e y w e r e w i t h u s i n C a r m e l . A s k y o u r y o u n g m e n , a n d t h e y w i l l t e l l
you. Therefore let my young men f ind j-ifHiDr in your eyes; .for we have come on a
feast day^ Pxayg.iye. .whatever _>*ou have at hand to yourWervants and to your son
D a v i H ■ " L o o k e d a t o n e w a y h e w a s a s k i n g f o r p r o t e c t i o n m o n e y , b u t l e t t h i s n o t
r i l e o u r W e s t e r n i z e d i d e a s o f m e o a l i t y . R e m e m b e r t h e r e w a s n o s t a b l e g o v e r n
m e n t , a n d D a v i d a n d h i s b a n d w e r e t h e d e f a c t o g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e r e g i o n a n d h a d
provided safety^j^^ the shepherds and their flocks in an era when bands of hood
l u m s a n d b a n d i d s a n d a l i e n t r i b e s i n f e s t e d t h e r e g i o n . T h e r e q u e s t w a s r £ J s o n -
a b l e , c o u r t e o u s l y p . r e s e n t c d w i t h o u t v e r b a l t h r e a t s . a n d w a s a c t u a l l y f o r s e r v i c e s
already rendexed'.
D a v i d ' s m e s s e n g e r s d i d e x a c t l y a s t h e y w e r e t o l d , " a n d £ h e n t h . e v w a . . i t o d . " M y
m e n t a l p i c t u r e i s o f t h e p o o r g u y i n t h e o u t e r o f fi c e o o o l i n g h i s h e e l s w h i l e
the tycoon inside the mahogonny panneled office puffs fis cigar and watches the
sOock-market ticker-tape. When the answer came it wa^Mnsulting: "Who J.s
fe 11 ow David? . . . al ilkinds of fellows are running away f^^'om their master now-a-
d_ays! Shall I take^ my bread and water and meat that T have killed for
m y s h e a r e r s , a n d g i y e i t t o m e n w h o c o m e f r . o m . I . j l o . i \ p t . _ k n o ^ ' . w h e . r e ? " H o w r e v e a l
i n g o f t h e m a n N a b a l , d i s c o u r t e o u s . r u d e . , b e l i t t l i n g o f o n e a l r e a d y a h e r n i n
I s r a e l a n d a p o w e r t o b e r e c k o n e d w i t h , a n d n a r r o w l y s e 1 fi < ; h w i t h h i s o w n
p o s s e s s i o n s ! T r u e , h e m a y h a v e f e a r e d g e t t i n g i n t o t r o u b l e w i t h K I N G S a u l i f
h e p l a y e d f o o t s y w i t h D a v i d , b u t s t i l l n o r e a s o n f o r s u c h i n s u l t s e x c e p t t h a t
t h a t w a s t h e k i n d o f m a n h e w a s .

T h e r e p o r t o f t h e y o u n g m e n t h r e w D a v i d i n t o a c o l d t e m p e r . " P u t o n . y o u r s w o r d s "
h e o r d e r e d a n d b u c k l e d o n h i s o w n w h i l e t h e y w e r e d o i n g s o . O u t h e m a r c h e d
w i t h 4 0 0 m e n l e a v i n g 2 0 0 t o w a t c h t h e c a m p . . . a n o t i n c o n s i d e r a b l e f o r c e t o b e
r e c k o n e d \ s ' i t h u n d e r a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e s . H e r e w e s e e s o m e t h i n g a b o u t D a v i ^ d . H e

■ - = a h a d a t e m p e r t o o , j u s t l i k e N a b a l . Ye t * " f r o m S a u l D a v i d h a d e x p e c t e d i j i 4 j i x j L s . s ,
a n d a g a i n s t t h o s e h e w a s p r e p a r e d a n d s t o o d u p o n h i s g u a r d , a n d s o k e p t h i s
t i a m p e r ; b u t f r o m N a b a l h e e x p e c t e d k j j i i i r L e s s , a n d t h e r e f o r e k s x g a y s x h i t h e a f f r o n t
he gave h im was a su rp r i se t o h im , f ound h im o f f h i s gua rd , and , by a sudden and
u n e x p e c t e d a t t a c k , p u t h i m f o r t h e p r e s e n t i n t o d i s o r d e r . W h a t n e e d h a v e w e t o

Lord, lead u^ot into t emp t at i on ? "Mt. Hen . Com) . How often we stand firm
in' the big temptat ions and spir i tual cr ises of l i fe; only to let a relat ively
i n s i g n i fi c a n t e v e n t l i t t e r a l l y t h r o w u s f o r a l o s s .

^ l e a n w h i l e , b a c k a t t h e r a n c h , o n e o f N a b a l ' s y o u n g m e n t o l d h i s m i s t r e s s A b i g a i l
w h a t h a d h a p p e n e d . H e m a y h a v e b e e n n e r v o u s l e s t h e h i m s e l f b e a v i c t i m o f
D a v i d ' s v e n g e a n c e , b u t m o r e t h a n t h a t h e k n e w i t w a s r i g h t t o w a r n j h i s m i s t r e s s
and confi rm the r f j asnnfl l? ! eness o f Dav id ' s r eques t t o h i s mas te r who had on l y

C-Ussed h im out . " "The men were very good to us, and we suffered no harm, and we
did not iTii s s. any t_h_i ng. w.hen we were in the fields, as long as we went with them;, t
they_w_e_t.e.. a_ wal 1 to. us both by night and by day, all the v/hile we were with them
kcepi.ng th.t£ ,.s.hc~en-... Now, therefore know this and consider what you should do; for
G v i 1 i s d e t e r m i n e d a g a i n s t o u r m a s t e r a n d a g a i n s t a l l h i s h o u s e , a n d h e i s s o i l l
n a m r e d t h a t n n n r n n n n t s p c . a k t - o - h i m . W h a t a r e p u t a t i o n t o h a v e ? i Ta b a l ~ s ^ s
such a v iJ_£__L£UiLDered and unx iL2-SJ i rLab 1 f c 1 1 ow you cou ldn ' t ta lk to h im! Even the
servant was fxcji-to say so to the marfl's wife without fear of repercussions.
>Do T sense thn-t._3_ dea 1 had already haen^nuLAe between these shepherds and Daivd?
Surely such shepherds had to make an / "arrangement" withgjst whoever controlled
t h e g r a z i n g l a n d s i n s u c h u n s e t t l e d f t i m e s , a n d t h i s w o u l d h a v e i n c l u d e d a n
u n d e r s t a n d i n g a b o u t p r o p e r c o m p e n s a t i o n , ' ' ' t u ' . v

• ' ^yNow Ab iga i l swung in to ac t i on and p roves tha t she was no t on l y o f . good under
s t a n d i n g a n d b e , a n t i f u 1 , b u t s e n s i b l e , d e c i s i v e , a n d : ? e f f i r i e n t . I t s a y s , ' " A b i
g a i l m a d e h a s t e " . I a p p r e c i a t e a w o m a n w h o c a n " m a k e h a s t e " a n d a t t h r e e c u c r -



c i a l p o i n t s i t s a y s s h e " m a d e h a s t e . " S h e - F i x e d Z X L Q . . . l o a v e s , 2 s k i n s o f w i n e ,
5_shee.p reaSy dressed, 5 measures of parched ^rain, and a 100 clusters of rxixx
r ^ a i ^ L n s . , a n d 2 0 0 c a k e s o f fi g s , l o a d e d t h e m o n a s s e s a n d o r d e r l t f t h e y o n n g m e n
t o m o v e o u t t o m e e t O a v i d a h e a d o f h e r . T h e f o o d w a s p r o b a b l y a l r e a d y fi x e d
f o r a l l t h e f e a s t i n g b u t s h e d i d n t ' s t o p t o d i t h e r a r o u n d a b o u t w h a t t o s e n i l
o r a s k a n y b o d y ' s o p i n i o n . S h e a c t e d . b u t s h e d i d n ' t t e l l N a b a l k n o w i n g f u l l
w e l l t h e e x p l o s i o n i t w o u l d t o u c h o f f . W h y d o y o u s u p p o s e s h e d i d n ' t g o a l o n g
w i t h t h e y o u n g m e n ? M a y b e i t w a s t o a p p e a s e D a v i d a n d c o o l h i s t e m p e r l i k e
J a c o b s e n d i n g a d v a n c e g i f t s t o F s a u c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e . . . b u t I t h i n k s h e w a s t t i l l
a woman^^ Surely she had to take off her cur 1 ers and fijc her face and put on
t h e l a t e s t p a n t s s u i t ! A l l t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e r e s t o f t h e s t o r y p o i n t s t o
h e r b e i n g r e a d y t o s t u n D a v i d g i t h t h e f i r s t b l o w, a n d s h e d i d w o w i t h 1 0 0 1 °
s u c c e s s .

A s s h e g a l l o p e d o u t a f r e a k a c c i d e n t t o o k p l a c e . S o m e h o w s h e c a m e a r o u n d t h e
m o u n t a i n a n d m e t D a v i d ' s b a n d b e f o r e h e r o w n y o u n g m e n d i d . D a v i d w a s b r e a t h
ing fire and brimstone: ^Sur^uin vain have T guarded all that this fel.lfi\\i_..b.as in
t h ( P w i l d e r n e s s ^ s o t h a t n o t h a n g w a s m i s s e d o f a l l t h a t b e l o n g e d t o h i m ; a n d
h e h a s r e t u r n e d - t o - - m a . - e - v - i l . . £ o r g o o d . G o d d o s o t o D a v i d a n d m o r e a l s o , i f b y
m o r n i n g I l e a v e s o m u c h a s o n e m a l e o f a l l w h o b e l o n g t o h i m . ' " D a v i d m e a n t
e v e r y w o r d o f i t . . . n o t h i n g b u t a b l o o d y m e s s w o u l d h a v e b e e n l e f t o f N a b a l ' s
h o u s e . W h a t t e e - e d h i m o f f w a s e x p r e s s e d i n t h e p h r a s e " h e h a s r e t u r n e d t o
j n e e v i l f o r g o o d . " H o w o f t e n w e u s e t h a t a s a n e x c u s e t o l e t t e m p e r s fl y, t o
har^)orTad t^eelings, or to get evenx. f^uppncA HnH treated us that wav? We
e v e n k i l l e d t h e S o n M e s e n t t o s a v e a n d o f t e n w e s t i l l r e j e c t M i s g o o d n e s s . . .
y e t i n s t e a d o f t h i s a t t i t u d e o f D a v i d , G o d c o n t i n u e s t o f o r g i v e .

W h e n t h e t w o m e t s o u n e x p e c t e d l y , A b i g a i l a g a i n r e c o g n i z e d t h e e m e r g e n c y . . s h e
. . . t ht ^ fall on her face before David and bow to the ground.

No time to ^•■liBBF^a^out^wnere thn ynnhg» mpn with the gifts were, or shed some
R p p r n p r i a t c t e a r s . S h e w a s t e d n o t i m e i n d o i n g a n d s a y i n g t h e r i g h t t h i n g . H e ^ -
speech was far more than swee t -1 a 1 k ing, although it contained pl 'enty "of that.
I t w a s s . h r e w d , i t w a s p ^ r s u a s 1 v e , a n d i t e v i d e n c e d t r u e r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h e
stat i is of David in God's plan for her country. How lucky any of us would be
if our wiy^s could talk us ara out of trouble as beautiTully as shetdid! Some
body h a s .tut that she makes 10 points in a few words, also /rather
r e m a r k a b l e f o r a w o m a n ! L y y \ u v ^
1 . S h e s p o k e r e s p e c t f u l l y t o D a v i d .

S h e t o o k t h e b l a m e l i e r s e l f .
S h e e x c u s e s h e r h u s b a n d ' s f a u l t b y i m p u t i n g i t t o h i s n a t u r a l w e a k n e s s . " T. P t

nnX—my—laJ fTd—regard th is i l l -na tu red fe l low Nnba l ; fo r as h is nnmn is , so i s he . ; JJ i
N h a J, ^ 7.. fJix 7, aa-zhx^azaan is his name, and folly is with him." Nabal means fool.
H e w a s s o b a d e v e n h i s w i f e c o u l d n o t c o v e r u p f o r h i m b e t t e r t h a n t h a t .

P l e a d s h e r o w n i g n o r a n c e .
^ 5 - . Ta k e s i t f o r g r a n t e d s h e h a s g a i n e d h e r p o i n t . . " N o w t h e n , m v I n r d ^ a t h p
Lord 1 i YC-S. >. ■ajid...AS._y„Q.u.r s.pul...lives.,. seeing the Lord has restrained you from
b^ond gii i 11-,—and from .takinji venge_nance with your oyvn hand . . " After all, she
knew Dav id cou ld ha rd l y t u rn down a beau t i f n 1—wnman who made such an assumnt i on .

She offers the present to the young men. Presumably the asses had shown up
n o w , b u t t a c t f u l l y t h e g i f t s a r e o f f e r e d n o t t o D a v i d h i m s e l f b u t h i s m e n s o
a s n o t t n h u r t . h i n r i J p a t a l l .

A p p l a u d s D a v i d ' s s e r v i c e s f o r h i s r n u n t r y a n d h i s G o d . . . " m v l o r d i s fi g h t i n g
t h e b a t t l e s o f t h e

^ Foretells the gftious issue of his present troubles with words of comforta n d f a i t h . " T f m e n r i s e u p - t . o . . 4 a u x 5 u e . y o . u . a n d t o s e e k y o u r l i f e , t h e l i f e
^of ray lord shall be bound in. the bundle of the living in the care of the .L.Qx.d' vour God:—and the lives of—yniir-_nncmi es.-h-e. shall sling out as from the hollow of

.a^ iS 1 ,5 , u f r - " Ac tua l ly the t roub le w i th Naba l was as no th ing compared ths to the
U J U L e _ r t a i n t i e s a n d d i f fi c u l t i e j s u r r o u n d i n g D a v i d i n t o t h e f o r e w e e a b l e f u t t r O .A b n j a l l l i c r u y r e m i n d e r - n i f v Tc I o f t h e n r n t p r t i v p m ^ p n - P w h i c h h e h a d f a i t h
and abou t wh ich he had sung in h i s psa lms .



P ^ / ' A s k s D a v i d t o c o n s i d e r h o w m u c h m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e h i s c n n s c i e n c e w i l l b e . . .
■f o r n o t h a v i n g t a k e n v e n g e n n c o h i m s e l f a n d . s h e d i n n o c e n t b l o o d . P e r h a p s t h i s
i s n o t t h fi  h T p h e s t m o t i v e f o r r e f r a i n i n g f r o m s i n , b u t i t d o e s n n h a r m t o c n n -
« ; idor the fu tu re pa in ac t ing on sudden impu Ise today_ hr mav br ing .
1^. Pprr>mmpnd<^ hersclf C9t to his favor aftcAthe Lord has blessed David. Perhaps

^ t h i s w a s r e w a r d e d a b i t s o o n e r t h a n s h e a n t i c i p a t e d , a n d D a v i d c e r t a i n l y d i d
n o t f d ^ . e t t h e r e q u e fi t .

0
" T f w e b l a m e D a v i d f o r h i s h e e d l e s s n a s s i o n . w e m u s t n o t l e s s a d m i r e t h e r e a d i n - .
,^ss with which he listened to the reasonable and nlous counsel of Abigai 1,." fX) B)

• • 1 r f * . < • • I T \' W i s e a n d g o o d m e n h e a r r e a s o n . . . e v e n f r o m t h e i r i n f e r i o r s " ( M a t . H e n . C o m . )
B o t h N . a j x a - L a n d D a v i d l o s t t h e i r t e m p e r s . B u t M a h a l w a s t h e k i n d y o u c o u l d n o t
t a l k t o . . . h e w o u l d n e v e r l i s t e n t o r e a s o n . D a v i d w a s o p e n t o w h a t h e n o w r e c o g
n i z e d n o t o n l y a s t h e w i s e d i s c r e t i o n o f A b i g a i l b u t t o t h e v o i c e o f t h e L o r d
s p e a k i n g t x k s N g h t h r o u g h h e r . " B l e s s e d b e y o u r d i s c r e t i o n , a n d b l e s s e d b e y o u ,
wi^-o—h-ave—kent me this day from bloodguilt and from avenging myself with my-own hai
F o r a s s u r e l y a s t h e L o r d t h e G o d o f I s r a e l l i v e s , w h o h a s r e s t r a i n e d m e f r o m
h u r t i n g y o u a w d x g H w g x t H X B i g R t x o i R , u n l e s s y o u h a d m a d e h a s t e a n d c o m e t o m e e t m e ,
t r u l y b y m o r n i n g t h e r e h a d n o t b e e n l e f t t o N a b a l s o m u c h a s o n e m a i e . " H e
had vowed to Kill Nabal, but David knew that "oaths canno^t bind us to that^wMc,h
is^^,i.n_f^ .(MDC) . God h^a.d hold of Dflvid'^; rnn<;r i ppcp , even though David had
b e e n r P T T j | > n - r a r i i y d e a f t o H i s v o i c e ^ s o h e h e e d e d t h e w i s e a n d f a i t h f u l r e p r o o f . ,
nrfTPpted th'" pift gratiously, and rn|tTtpmi«; 1 v dismissed Abitrail to her home.

R Y e t t h i s r e m a r k a b l e w o m a n k n e w x h s i t w a s w r o n g t o c o n t i n u e t o c o n c e i l w h a t "
s h e h a d d o n e f r o m h e r h u s b a n d , w r o n g h s h e w a s . W h e n s h e r e t u r n e d h o m e h e
was holding a feast "like the feast of a king" wxs and was roaring drunk, so *3
she had to wait until the next morning to tell what hadhappened. . . 'and his hearte
d - L e d w i t h i n h i n L , . . a n d - h e b e c a m e a s _ a s - t o n e . . A n d a b o u t t e n d a y s l a t e r t h e - . L o i x d
s m o t e N a b a l : a n d h e d i e d , . " W h e t h e r f r o m a s e n s e o f g n i 1 1 a t h i s s i n , g h a m e
h e g a 1 1 s e h i s t s fi  f e s h o w e d m o r e s e n s e t h a n h e d i d , o r s h o c k a t h i s n a r r o w e s c a p e ,
o r s o m e c o m b i n a t i o n , N a b a l s u f f e r e d s o m e k i n d o f h e a r t o r s t r o k e , w h i c h 4
m a y h a v e n a r a 1 v z e d h i m , a r i d t . £ x n — d - a a t s l a t e r t h e L o r d s m o t e h i m ( p e r h a p s v. ' i t h '
a n o t h e r s t r o k e ) a n d h e d i e d . T h e p i c t u r e l o o k s l i k e h i s e l e c t r o - c a r d i o g r a m
s e n t i n t o a fi o l e n t fl u t t e r a n d t h e n s t r a i g n n d o u t l i k e a r u l e r a n d fi n a l l y
s t o p p e d d e a d . S o f a r a s e v e r y o n e w a s c o n c e r n e d , G o d h a d p u n i s h e d h i m .

W h e n D a v i d h e a r d t h e h e w s , h i s fi r s t r e a c t i o n w a s i - p t h n n k n o d f o r t a k i n g c a r e
o f . t h e s i t t a i o n w h i c h D a v i d h a d a t t e m p t e d t o d o h i m s e l f a n d t o p r e s e r v e h i m f r o m
d o i n g e v L I . W e o f t e n a s k G o d ' s p r o t e c t i o n f r o m d a n g e r s , a n d w e t h a n k H i m f < p r
p r e s e r v i n g u s i n t r o u b 1 e s . . . y e t i t i s j u s t a s t x M S t r u e t h a t j l o d p r e s e r v e s u s
f r o m s i n s „ w e n e v e r _ c j i m _ m . i _ t t s a n d w e a r e u n d e r a s m u c h o b l i g a t i o n t o t h a a L H i m f i r o
k e e p i n g o u r s t e p s f r o m e v i l , w h i c h i s w h a t D a v i d d i d . B u t t h e a l m o s t s i m u l t a n -
f t Q u e - ■n a o / ' f • ) O P o f D a v i d w a s t o § _ e j i i L a n d w o o A b i g a i 1 t o m a k e h e r h i s w i f e . V e r s e
4 0 e v i d e n t l y d e s c r i b e s t h e w o o i n g : " A n d w h e n t h e . s e r v a n t s o f D a v i d c a m e t o A b i g a i
n t r n r m e 1 , t h o y. s n i d t . a h e r . y. D a v d i L J i a s — s c n t u s . t o y o u t o t a k e y o u t o h i m a s
h i s w i f e . " A n d A b i g a i l m a d e h a s t e a n d _ r o s e . . . a n d m o u n t e d o n a n a s s a n d h e r
fi v e m a i d e n s n t t e n d e d h c r ; s h e w e n t a f t e r t h e m e s s e n g e r s o f D a v i d , a n d b e c a m e h i s
x t L f j e . " S u c h r a p i d r e m a r r i a g e o f a w i d o w a f t e r t h e d e J i t h o f a fi r s t h u s b a n d s e e m s
n o t t o h a v e b e e n u n c o m m o n , b u t i t w a s c g m p l c t e l y . i D _ c h a r a c t e r f o r A b i g a i l t o
m a k e h a s t e , f o r t h e b h l r . d t i m e i n t h i s c h a p t e r . E v e r y t h i n g e n d s j u s t r i g h t : " T h e
g h n r l i s h h u s b a n d i s f o r t u n a t e l y r e m o v e d ; t h e c h a r m i n g a n d c l e . y e r ^ i f e g e t s h e r
p o_iT n r d ; t.he. hra-ve Lo_v.eai.,ge $.t_.tJ}.e_g_LrJ " (IB) n Actually he got two of them, which
h e l p s u s t o r e m e m b e r t h a t D a v i d w a s n o t p e r f e c t e i t h e r , i n s p i t e o f h i s c l o s e n e s s
t o G o d . / / W * - a a *

\n^Mi
In this ancient story the three characters impress thAee ^truths upon us.'' Nabal
i l l u s t r a t e s t h e s i n o f i l l - t e m p e r , s e 1 f - c e n t e r e d n e s s . i n ^ a t - i t n d e _ w h i r h G o d h a d
to deal wi th tkxsN by a rubuke through h is wi fe and final lyN^ causing h is
d e a t h . D e s c r i b e d a s c j i i i x 4 - 4 - s + i , i 1 1 - b o h a v o d . i 1 I n a t u r e d . t h i s n ^ e a n c h a r a c t e r ^
w a s l i t e r a l l y N a b a l , a f o o l , a n d h e g o t w h a t e v e r y f o o l d e s e r v e s * .



D a v i d , a l s o , s h o w s h u m a n w e a k n e s s a n d n r o n e n e s s t o s i n , e s p e c i a l l y t h a t o f t a k i n g
m a t t c t - S i n t o o u r o w n h a n d s i n s t e a d o f l e a v i n g t h e m u p t o G o d . Y e t t h o u g h D a v i d
c a m e t o t h e b r i n k o f s i n , G o d r e s t r a i n e d h i m a n d D a v i d h a d s e n s e t o r e c o g n i z e
G o d ' 5 r e s t r a i n t a n d G o d ' s - L a t - e r X e r e n c e i n t o h i s p l a n n e d c o u r s e o f a c t i o n . I t

• — ^ 5 g o o d t o l o o k f o r G o d ' s g u i d a n c e a s t o w h a t w e o u g h t t o d o f o r H i m ; i t i s a l s o
g o o d t o b e o n t h e l o o k - o u t f o r h i s w a r n i n g s t o k e e p u s f r o m b l i n d l y s t e p p i n g
p v e r t h f > h r i n k a n d d a s h i n g o u r s e l v e s t o p i e c e s i n s i n . G o d r e w a r d e d D a v i T ' s
o b e d i e n c e a n d D a v i d a g a i n q q a a w a s q u i c k t o s e e a n d t h a n k G o d f o r t h i s d e l i v e r
a n c e f r o m e v i l .

I n a d d i t i o n t o a l l t h e o t h e r g o o d t h i n g s w e c a n s a y a b o u t A h i g n i 1 s h e w a ^ q u i c k
t o s e e w h e r e s h e c o u l d fi l l a u s e f u l r o l e . C a l l i t t h e j n c i t i n r t f n r s e l f - p r e s e r -
a t i o n o f h e r s e l f a n d h o u s e h o l d , i f y o u p l e a s e , s t i l l u n d e r G o d ' s p r o m p t i n g
w h i c h s h e n e v e r r e s i s t e d o r g u j ^ s t i o n e d ^ s h e k n e w w h a t s h e c o u l d d o a n d d i d i t
w e l l . G o d o f t e n u s e s t h e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e o f t h e w o r l d t o d o i m p o r t a n t t h i n g s
f o r H i m i n m o m e n t i s o f s t r e s s o r c r i s i s , g i v i j n g t h e m s u p e r i o M r p o w e r s o f w a s d o m
a n d t a c k a n d t h e g i f t o f w i s e w o r d s , a s i n t h e c a s e o f A b i g a i 1 . . . a n d h e c a n

M^-^ise us in the same way. How the world needs intercessors, men and women witht h e l o y p n f i n t h e i r h e a r t s , t h e w i 1 1 i n g n e s s t o " t a k e a c h a n c e " o n g e t t i n g
h u r t t h e m s e l v e s , i n o r d e r t o b r i n g r e c o n c i l i a t i o n b e t w e e n m e n . W e w h o b e l i e v e
t h a t G a d _ s _ C T L t _ L l i . s — s o n t o r e c o n c i l e t h o w o r l d t o H i m s e l f , c a n b e u s e d o f G o d
t o i n t e r c e e d a n d t o r e c o n c i l e b e t w e e n m e n f o r t h e p e a c e o f t h e w o r l d .

I I o w w e l l A B i g a i l s p o k e t o D a v i d : T h e l i f e o f m y l o r d s h a l l b e b o u d r l i n t h e
bund le o f t l i e . . . 1 V- ing . - . i n . . Ure .ca r.e - o f . t -h .e . Lo rd your God. " Over the years th is
w a s r e p e a t e d l y d e m o n s t r a t e d i n t h e l i f e o f D a v i d , a n d I a m s u r e h e o f t e n r e c a l l e d
t h e s e w o r d s . T h e y a r e a n e q u a l l y v a l i d p r o m i s e f o r u s . W e a r e i n t h e m i d d l e
o f a b u n d l e o f b l e s s i n g s w e c o m m i t p n i i - r < ; r > l v p c t r , r ^ d W h a t A b i g a i l s a i d
t o D a v i d C Y o u r l i f e s h a l l h e h o u n d i n t h e b u n d l e o f 1 - i v i n p ' ^ , P a u l s a i d i n
a f a r b e t t e r w a y i n C o l . 3 ; 3 " Y o u r l i f e i s h i d w i t h C h r i s - ^ i n G o d . "



T h e F r u i t s o f V i c t o r y -

S c r i p t u r e L e s s o n : I S a m . 3 0 : 1 - 3 1

Te x t : " F o r a s h i s s h a r e i s w h o g o e s d o w n t o t h e b a t t l e , s o s h a l l h i s s h a r e b e
w h o s t a y s b y t h e b a g g a g e ; t h e y s h a l l s h a r e a l i k e , " I S a m . 3 0 : 2 4

S t e e r i n g a s t r a i g h t c o u r s e i n a m o r a s s o f s h a d y e t h i c s , u n d i l u t e d w i c k e d n e s s . . .
w h a t P a u l C a l l e d a c r o o k e d a n d n o ^ l o e a s i e r n o w t h a n i t h a s
e v e r b e e n . A n e x p e r i e n c e o f y o u n g D a v i d g i v e s u s s o m e g o o d p o i n t e r s , a l t h o u g h
l i ke a l l o f us , he was by no means exempt f r om pe rsona l i nvo l vemen t i n som.e o f
t h e e v i l a b o u t h i m . Y e t t h e r e w a s i n D a v i d , e v e n i n h i s y o u t h , t h a t w h i c h m a d e
e v e n a P h i l i s t i n e k i n g s a y t h a t h e w a s " l i k e a n a n a e l o f G o d . " a n d o f w h o m G o d
H i m s e l f s a i d , " T h a v e f o u n d i n D a v i d a m a n 3 f t _ e r m y o w n y / h n w 1 1 1 d O fl i 1
m v w i l l . "

I S a m . 3 0 o p e n s w i t h D a v i d a n d h i s m e n r e t u r n i n g t o Z i k l a a . h i s b a s e c a m p i n a
t o w n g i v e n h i m b y A c h i s h . t h e P h i l i s t i n e k i n g o f G a t h . K i n g S a u l o f I s a r e l i n
h i s m a d n e s s h a d t r i e d t o k i l l D a v i d s e v e r a l t i m e s , s o i n d e s p e r a t i o n t h e y o u n g
m a n h a d fl e d t o t h e P h i l i s t i n e s w h o n a t u r a l l y g a v e r e f u g e t o a n o p p o n e n t o f S a u l .
W i t h t h e 6 0 0 m e n w h o f o l l o w e d h i m h e p l a y e d a s o r t o f R o b i n H o o d g a m e . T h o s e m e n
w e r e a n u n r u a l y b u n c h o f r o u g h n e c k s , d i f fi c u l t t o c o n t r o l . T h e o n l y w a y t o k e e p
t h e m i n l i n e w a s t o b e b u s y r a i d i n g , s o D a v i d w o u l d r a i d C a n a a n i t e v i l l a g e s s o u t h
o f J u d a h , l e a v i n g n o w i t n e s s e s b y t o t a l l y w i p i n g o u t t h e i r e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n s , a n d
t h e n t e l l i n g t h e P h i l i s t i n e s t h a t h e h a d r a i d e d t o w n s i n J u d a h . T h i s c l e v e r d e
c e i t a t o n c e , > . p l e a s e d t h e P h i l i s t i n e s , d i d n o h a r m t o J u d a h , a n d e l i m i n a t e d s o m e
o f t h e i r C a n a a n i t e e n e m i e s .

A b o u t t h i s t i m e t h e P h i l i s t i n e s p r e p a r e d f o r w a r w i t h t h e I s r a e l i t e s , a n d D a v i d
a n d h i s m e n w e n t a l o n g w i t h K i n g A c h i s h t o b a t t l e . B u t t h e P h i l i s t i n e g e n e r a l s
o b j e c t e d : " W e d o n ' t w a n t t h e s e m e n w h o m i g h t t u r n a g a i n s t u s i n t h e h e a t o f b a t t l e
. . . w o u l d ' n t t h a t b e D a v i d ' s w a y o f w i n n i n g f a v o r w i t h o u r e n e m y S a u l ? " T h e y
r e f u s e d t o l i s t e n t o t h e p l e a s o f K i n g A c h i s h , f o r c i n g h i m t o a s k D a v i d t o r e t u r n
t o Z i g l a g . D a v i d a c t e d p e e v e d , a s t h o u g h h i s s i n c e r i t y w a s q u e s t i o n e d , b u t I
s u s p e c t t h a t s e c r e t l y h e h a d fi g u r e d h o w t h i s w o u l d t u r n o u t a l l a l o n g , a n d w a s
h a p p y t o h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d l o y a l t y t o A c h i s h w h i l e a v o i d i n g a fi g h t w i t h h i s o w n
n a t i o n .

R e t u r n i n g t o Z i g l a g / D a v i d a n d h i s m e n f o u n d t h a t A m a l e k i t e s h a d a t t a c k e d t h e i r
t o w n , b u r n i n g t h e i r h o m e s , a n d c a r r i e d o f f t h e i r v t i v e s a n d c h i l d r e n a n d a l l t h e i r
p o s s e s s i o n s . T h e s e A m a l e k i t e s h a d b e e n a m o n g t h e m a i n t a r g e t s o f t h e r a i d s D a v i d
a n d h i s m e n h a d b e e n m a k i n g . A s u p e r fi c i a l g l a n c e m i g h t m a k e u s t h i n k t h e A m a l e
k i t e s h a d a r i g h t t o r e t a l i a t e . B u t y o u m u s t l o o k b a c k f u r t h e r i n t o t h e a c c o u n t .
I n I S a m . 1 5 , w h e n G o d m a d e S a u l k i n g o f I s r a e l , a n i m p o r t a n t i t e m i n h i s j o b
d e s c r i p t i o n w a s t o p u n i s h A m a l e k . . . t o u t t e r l y d e s t r o y A m a l e k a n d t o p u t t o d e a t h
b o t h m a n a n d w o m a n , c h i l d a n d i n f a n t , o x a n d s h e e p , c a m e l a n d d o n k e y. S a u l h a d
w o n a v i c t o r y o v e r t h e A m a l e k i t e s b u t k e p t t h e i r k i n g A g a g a l i v e w i t h t h e b e s t o f
t h e s h e e p , t h e o x e n , t h e f a t l i n g s , t h e l a m b s a n d a l l t h a t w a s g o o d . F o r t h i s
r e a s o n G o d s e n t S a m u e l t o d e n o u n c e S a u l . B e c a u s e o f t h i s d i s o b e d i e n c e , G o d r e
moved the kingship from him. Sam.uel then had Agaij brought in, took a sword, and
" h e w e d A g a g t o p i e c e s b e f o r e t h e L o r d a t G i l g a l . "

W h y s u c h m e r c i l e s s t r e a t m e n t o f t h e A m a l e k i t e s a n d s u c h a b l o o d y p u n i s h m e n t o f
t h e i r k i n g ? W e h a v e t o l o o k b a c k s e v e r a l h u n d r e d y e a r s t o w h e n t h e c h i l d r e n o f
I s r a e l w e r e t r a v e l l i n g f r o m . E g y p t t o t h e P r o m . i s e d L a n d . T h e s e A m a l e k i t e s m a d e a n
u n p r o v o k e d a t t a c k u p o n t h e m a t R e p h i d i m , t h e b a t t l e w h e r e H o s e s h a d t o h a v e h i s
h a n d s h e l d u p b y A a r o n a n d H u r d u r i n g w h i c h t i m . e G o d g a v e t h e m v i c t o r y . A t t h a t
t i m e G o d c o m m a n d e d t h e c o m p l e t e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e A m a l e k i t e s w h e n I s r a e l e n t e r e d
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C a n a a n , F o r c e n t u r i e s t h i s h a t r e d a n d p e r i o d i c w a r f a r e h a d c o n t i n u e d . T h e r e m u s t
have been someth ing exceed ing l y w icked abou t t hem wh ich God recogn ized as a th rea t
to His people. Perhaps there is an illustration here of the insidious perils whicl
u n - r e b u k e d a n d u n - c o n q u e r e d s i n c a n b r i n g t o t h e C h r i s t i a n l i f e b y c r o p p i n g u p o v e i
and over again to lead us in to temptat ion. The only cure for th is problem is to
ann i h i 1 tha t s in comp le te ly, even when d ras t i c su rgery i s necessary. Dav id ' s
destructive raids a^^ainst the Amalekites wa^/Tr^lly carrying out orders God had
given to Saul. Later when the Philistines defeated Saul in the very battle Davidhad so adroitly avoided, it was an Amalekite who reported^^^he jieath of Saul and
his sons to David.^ wh^^ h ign-r-nn^ ■Hhnh.~y-hig messenger^ hai kill^'^d the wounded
king and brought his crown and bracelet to David, he ordered him^s-lain on the spot

h J I c . H d ? c x c c u W i '
To r e t u r n t o D a v i d a n d h i s m e n w h o f o u n d t h e i r v i l l a g e d e s t r o y e d , t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n :
gone , the i r fami l i es k idnapped : We a re to ld they " l i f t ed up the i r vo ices and
wep t un t i l t he re was no s t reng th i n t hem, t o weep . " These men had been away a l ong
t i m e a n d h a d l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o r e t u r n i n g t o t h e i r h o m e s a n d f a m i l i e s . S o i t i s
w i t h a n y o n e w h o l o v e s h i s " k o h - y a n g " . . . t o l o s e e v e r y t h i n g w a s s u c h a b l o w t h a t
s t r o n g m e n b r o k e d o w n a n d w e p t u n t i l t h e r e w e r e n o m o r e t e a r s . E x h a u s t e d , u n
n e r v e d , d e v a s t a t e d !

B u t f o r D a v i d i t w a s w o r s e . H e w a s r e s p o n s i b l e . P o s s i b l y h e f e l t r e b u k e d b y G o d
for having deserted to the Philistines, deceiving them about his own r^ing, and S
t h e c h a r a d e o f j o i n i n g t h e m i n b a t t l e a g a i n s t h i s o w n n a t i o n . T h e r e i s n o r e c o r d
t h a t h e h a d c o n s u l t e d G o d i n a n y o f t h i s . . . a l e s s o n t h e y o u n g l e a d e r n e e d e d t o
l e a r n . T o a d d t o h i s t r o u b l e s t h e m e n w i t h h i m w e r e s o e m b i t t e r e d b y t h e l o s s o f
t h e i r f a m i l i e s t h e y b l a m e d h i m f o r t h e i r l o s s a n d t h r e a t e n e d t o s t o n e h i m . D a v i d
h a d e v e r y r e a s o n t o b e d o w n i n t h e d u m p s a n d d i s c o u r a g e d . K i n g S a u l h a d t h r o w n
h i m o u t , t h e P h i l i s t i n e s h a d r e b u f f e d h i m , t h e A m a l e k i t e s h a d w i p e d o u t a l l h e
h a d , h i s w i v e s w e r e t a k e n p r i s o n e r. . . n o w h i s o w n m e n t u r n e d a g a i n s t h i m . H e h a d
t o r e a c h u p t o t o u c h b o t t o m o n h i s G a l l o p P o l l r a t i n g .

B u t a t t h i s p o i n t D a v i d d i d t h e r i g h t t h i n g . . . s o m e t h i n g h e m a y h a v e t e m p o r a r i l y
f o r g o t t e n . . . y e t s o m e t h i n g h e h a d l e a r n e d a s a b o y i n a G o d l y h o m e i n B e t h l e h e m ,
" p a v i d s t r e n g t h e n e d h i m s e l f i n t h e L o r d h i s G o d . " ( 3 0 : 6 ) H e r e i s t h e s e c r e t o f h i s
g r e a t n e s s . S o m e t i m e s G o d h a s t o l e t u s g e t t o t h e b o t t o m o f t h e p i t o f d e s p a i r ,
w i t h a l l p e r s o n a l r e s o u r c e s g o n e , b e f o r e w e r e a l i z e o u r h o p e l e s s c o n d i t i o n . H e r e
i s w h e r e m a n i n d e s p a i r i s b r o u g h t t o t u r n h i m s e l f b a c k t o G o d . P a u l s a i d t h a t w h i
w e a r e w e a k t h e n w e a r e s t r o n g , . . k n o w i n g t h a t o n l y i n G o d ' s s t r e n g t h i s t h e r e a n y
h o p e . E x p e r i e p c e s l i k e t h i s t a u g h t D a v i d t o w r i t e :

" G o d i s o u r r e f u g e a n d s t r e n g t h , a v e r y p r e s e n t h e l p i n t r o u b l e . .
T h e L o r d o f h o s t s i s w i t h u s ; t h e G o d o f J a c o b i s o u r r e f u g e . "

D a v i d s t r e n q t h l r i e d h i m s e l f i n t h e L o r d h i s G o d . L a t e r h e s o m e t i m e s f o r g o t t o d o
t h i s d u r i n g h i s l o n g c a r e e r , b u t a l w a y s h e c a m e b a c k t o t o u c h b a s e o n t h i s p o i n t :
S t r e n g t h c o m e s f r o m G o d a l o n e .

N o w D a v i d d i d w ^ h a t h e s h o u l d h a v e b e e n d o i n g a l l a l o n g b u t a p p a r e n t l y h a d f o r g o t
t e n . H e a s k e d G o d w h a t t o d o . H e c a l l e d i n A b i a t h a r t h e p r i e s t . S i n c e e v e r y o n e
i n Z i k l a g h a d b e e n c a r r i e d o f f , p r e s u m a b l y t h e p r i e s t h a d b e e n w i t h D a v i d " s b a n d
o n t h e i r j o u r n e y m o r e a s d e c o r a t i o n t h a t c o m m u n i c a t o r o f G o d ' s w i l l . . . s o m e t h i n g
a l o t o f C h r i s t i a n s l i k e t o d o w i t h t h e i r r e l i g i o n . N o w D a v i d h a d h i m i n q u i r e o f
t h e L o r d w h e t h e r o r n o t t o p u r s u e t h e A m a l e k i t e s . D a v i d w o u l d l i k e l y n o t h a v e
g o t t e n i n t o a l l t h i s m e s s h a d h e m o r e f r e q u e n t l y c o n s u l t e d G o d . S o m e t i m e s i t
t a k e s a d e s p e r a t e s o r t o f s i t u a t i o n t o b r i n g u s t o p r a y e r f o r G o d ' s g u i d a n c e .
" S h o u l d I p u r s u e t h e A m a l e k i t e s o r n o t ? " " G o a f t e r t h e m a n d y o u w i l l r e s c u e a l l ! "

D a v i d t o o k o f f w i t h h i s 6 0 0 m e n , a l r e a d y n e a r e x h a u s t i o n f r o m 3 d a y s m a r c h . A t
t h e B r o o k B e s o r 2 0 0 c o u l d g o n o f u r t h e r . N o t e v e r y o n e h a s t h e s a m e s t r e n g t h , a n d
D a v i d f ^ m p a t h e t i c a l l y u n d e r s t o o d t h i s . W e C h r i s t i a n s , e ^ e c i a l l y p r o f e s s i o n a l
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w o r k e r s , s o m e t i x n e s w o r r y t h a t w e c a n n o t k e e p p a c e w i t h m o r e e n e r g e t i c o r
t a l e n t e d C h r i s t i a n s i n t h e L o r d ' s w o r k . B u t G o d d o e s n o t g i v e e a c h o f u s t h e
same strengths and there is no warrant for criticism of ipurselves or others when
unable to keep up the full pace. David's band found S^^alf starved man in the
desert, revived him with food and drink, learned that he was an Eavpfi^n .glavs of
an Ama lek i te who was on ly tooh^epy to l ead them to the Ama lek i te camp where they
caught them by surprise. The Amalekites were scattered over the landscape with
no secur i t y, feas t ing and d r ink ing and danc ing to ce leb ra te the i r V ic to ry. How
c r u e l t o h a v e l e f t o n e o f t h e i r o w n s l a v e s t o s t a r v e t o d e a t h i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s
while they gorged themselves on the spoils of war...perhaps a symptom of the
w i c k e d n e s s o f t h e s e p e o p l e .

The slaughter of the Amalekites continued for more than 24 hours and David's vic
tory was complete. A curious note is that "not a man of them escaped except 400
young men who rode on camels and fled." This was a sizeable number, the same
n u m b e r a s t h e t o t a l D a v i d h a d , a n d i n d i c a t e s t h e t r e m e n d o u s s i z e o f t h e o r i g i n a l
A m a l i k i t e f o r c e . M i r a c u l o u s l y , t h e i r c a p t i v e s ( t h e w i v e s a n d c h i l d r e n o f D a v i d
a n d h i s m e n ) h a d n o t b e e n h a r m e d . P o s s i b l y t h e y w e r e t o b e s o l d a s s l a v e s i n
Egypt, but certainly they had been preserved by the grace of God Himself, a fact
w h i c h w a s n o t l o s t o n D a v i d . N o t o n l y d i d t h e y r e c o v e r t h e i r f a m i l e s a n d a l l
the i r own possessions, but that of the Amaleki tes too. Our 20th century moral i ty
may wince at the brutal i ty of the whole business, but i t was God's way of teach
ing His people in an evil age how to look to Him for guidance, depend upon Him
, f o r s u c c e s s s , b y o b e y i n g H i s w i l l a s t o w h a t t o d o a b o u t e v i l .

B u t t h e k e y l e s s o n i n t h i s s t o r y i s f o u n d i n t h e f r u i t s o f t h e v i c t o r y . A c l e a r
con t ras t i s d rawn be tween the g reed o f some o f DAv id 's men, and H is own magnan i
mous recognition of his obligations under God who gave him the victory. cwi(A^*t3
L o o k fi r s t a t h i s m e n . W h e n t h e y r e t u r n e d t o t h e B r o o k B e s o r w h e r e t h e 2 0 0 e x -
hauns ted men g ree ted them, so i ^e o f t he "w icked and wor th less men" unde r Dav id ' s
c o m m a n d g r i p e d , " B e c a u s e t h e s e m e n d i d n o t g o w i t h u s t o b a t t l e , t h e y d o n ' t d e
serve any of the spoi l except the retur j i o f thei f " wives and chi ldren." How sel
fish and unfeeling I How cruel to 5«b^/jDack their families but send them out into
t h e w i l d e r n e s s w i t h a b s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g t o l i v e o n ! D a v i d h a d a d e l i c a t e a d m i n i s
t r a t i v e p r o b l e m . . . o n e w h i c h n o t i n f r e q u e n t l y c r e e p s u p e v e n t o d a y a m o n g G h fi s t i a n
p e o p l e i n c h u r c h e s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e p r o b l e m w a s g r e e d , s e l fi s h n e s s , " m e -

^ fi r s t i s m , " a c a l l o u s d i s r e g a r d o f t h e f e e l i n g s a n d n e e d s o f o t h e r s .

D a v i d p u t h i s fi n g e r r i g h t o n t h e c o r r e c t p o i n t : " Y o u m u s t d o s o , m y b r o t h e r s ,
w i t h w h a t t h e L o r d h a s g i v e n u s , w h o h a s k e p t u s a n d d e l i v e r e d i n t o o u r h a n d t h e
b a n d t h a t c a m e a g a i n s t u s . " D a v i d d i d n o t b a s e h i s p l e a u p o n a n y h u m a n s t a n d a r d
o r l a w o r s e n s e o f f a i r n e s s b u t u p o n G o d ' s g r a c i o u s n e s s . . . a r e m a r k a b l e e v i d e n c e
o f D a v i d ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h G o d ! O u t i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s , fl u s h w i t h v i c t o r y ,
s p o i l s b e y o n d t h e i r w i l d e s t d r e a m s , s u r r o u n d e d b y l a w l e s s a n d u n p r i n c i p l e d w a r r i
o r s . . . w h a t a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f l e a d e r s h i p b y a m a n w h o h a d " s t r e n g t h e n e d h i m s e l f
i n t h e L o r d h i s G o d " b e f o r e b a t t l e ! D a v i d p r o n o u n c e d o n e o f t h e g r e a t q u o t a b l e
q u o t e s o f t h e B i b l e , s t i l l t h e l a w o f c i v i l i z e d n a t i o n s : " F o r a s h i s s h a r e i s w h o
g o e s d o w n t o t h e b a t t l e , s o s h a l l h i s s h a r e b e w h o s t a y s b y t h e b a g g a g e ; t h e y X K
s h a l l s h a r e a l i k e . "

" T h e 2 0 0 w e r e j u s t a s b r a v e , j u s t a s p a t r - i o t i c . j u s t a s t r u e , a s t h e s t r o n g e r 4 0 0
w h o d i d c r o s s t h e b r o o k . T h e 2 0 0 d i d t h e b e s t t h e y c o u l d , ^ h a t i s a l l G o d a s k s
o f a n y b o d y . " ( T r u e t t 2 0 5 ) " P r o s p e r i t y n o t o n l y t e s t s m e n , b u t i t a l s o r e v e a l s
t h e m . " ( I b i d ) D a v i d ' s m e n s h o v / e d u p i n a l l t h e i r a v a r i c e ; D a v i d h i m s e l f s h o w e d u p
a s d e v o t e d t o G o d a n d g e n e r o u s t o h i s f e l l o w m . e n . " A l l o f C h r i s f ' s s o l d i e r s ,
g r e a t a n d s m a l l , r i c h a n d p o o r , c l e v e r a n d o r d i n a r y , s h a l l s h a r e a l i k e i n t h e
r e w a r d a t t h e l a s t , p r o v i d e d t h e y a r e e g u a l l y f a i t h f u l a t t h e i r p o s t s o f s e r v i c e . "



- 4 -

( I b i d 2 0 6 ) . T h i s i s t h e p r i n c i p l e o f t h e p a r a b l e o f t h e t h e p a r a b l e o f
t h e l a b o r e r s p a i d f o r o n e h o u r o f w o r k t h e s a m e a s t h o s e w h o w o r k e d i n t h e h e a t
of the c lay, the remark of Paul that " i t is required of stewards that they be
^^nr.r[ f .-ri i-t-'n f n 1 " f T Ccr. 4:2), the "faithful unto death", those deserving the high
e s t fi n a l a c o l a d e : " t h o s e w h o a r e c a l l e d a n d c h o s e n a n d f a i t h f u l , " ( P e v . 1 7 : 1 4 ) .

n r . w . T r n ^ ^ t t . f a m o u s B a p t i s t p r e a c h e r w h o s e v i s i t s i n M o n t r e a t w h e n I w a s
working there as a college student used to jam every space and roadway with cars
anc i busses o f t hose anx ious t o hea r h i s message , t e l l s o f a young Sunday Schoo l
t e a c h e r w h o , a f t e r h i s m o r n i n g s e r m o n , c a m e t o h i m i n t e a r s t e l l i n g o f h e r d e t e r
m i n a t i o n t o g o t o C h i n a a s a m i s s i o n a r y . D r . T r u e t t r e m i n d e d h e r o f t h e h i s t o r y
o f t u b e r c u l o s i s i n h e r f a m i l y a n d w a r n e d h e r t h a t t h e M i s s i o n B o a r d m i g h t t u r n
h e r d o w n f o r t h a t r e a s o n . H e w a s r i g h t , b u t s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r s h e c a m i e t o D r .
T r u e t t w i t h r a d i a n t f a c e s a y i n g , " I a m g o i n g t o C h i n a , b u t n o t t h e w a y I p r o p e s e d .
" H o w a r e y o u p l a n n i n g t o g o , " h e a s k e d . " W h y I a m g o i n g t o s u p p o r t a m i s s i o n a r y
a l l b y m y s e l f . I h a v e a m o d e s t i n c o m e f r o m a p e e r f a r m l e f t , m e b y m y p a r e n t s . S
T h e n I a m a t e a c h e r a n d g e t s o m e i n c o m e f r o m t h a t . I a m g o i n g t o l i v e m o r e e c o n
o m i c a l l y, a n d I a m g o i n g t o s u p p o r t a m i s s i o r a r y a l l b y m y s e l f , a n d t h u s I a m g o
ing to China." For years she whol ly suppor ted a miss ionary in that great wor ld
fie ld . And when the nob le man who( / ) she suppor ted came back and to ld the Bapt i s t
Convent ion the story of the t r iumph of Chr ist 's conquer ing Gospel in China, the
e f f e c t w a s t r e m e n d o u s . I n t h e w o r d s o f D r . T r u e t t : " A s h e t o l d h i s s t o r y w i t h
p o w e r f u l , j o y f u l c o n v i c t i o n , t h e p e o p l e w e r e s w a y e d b y h i s s p e e c h , a s t h e w h e a t
fi e l d s a r e 4 ^ y e d b y t h e p a s s i n g b r e e z e . A l l t h e t i m e h e w a s t e l l i n g u s t h a t
s t o r y, m y m i n d h a r k e d b a c k t o t h e f r a i l t e a c h e r w h o h a d f o r y e a r s p a i d e v e r y c e n t
o f h i s s a l a r y . A s h i s p a r t i s t h a t g o e t n d ' & w n t o C h i n a t o w i t n e s s t h e r e f o r

1?^ -t-hp fa-i-hhfnl girl 's parh yVin ;^nppm-f-ed -hhp.-h mi on^^ry f^^nfa-irely out
o f h p > - r h m n h 1 { ^ m n d e . q t m e a n s ( T r u e t t 2 0 6 f f ) W e a r e r e m i n d e d o f w o r d s m o s t o f u s
m e m o r i z e d y e a r s a g o . . . f r o m M i l t o n ' s S o n n e t , O n H i s B l i n d n e s s b e g i n n i n g

" W h e n I c o n s i d e r h o w n y l i g h t i s s p e n t . . .
T h o u s a n d s a t h i s b i d d i n g s p e e d .
A n d p o s t o ' e r l a n d a n d o e e a n w i t h o u t r e s t ;
T h e y a l s o s e r v e v / h o o n l y s t a n d a n d w a i t . "

" T h i s S c r i p t u r e t h a t w e a r e s t u d y i n g t o d a y t e a c h e s t h a t t h e l i t t l e , o b s c u r e , i n -
ooncsp-i rn_nn.=; ^ unkfiown Christi^'^ f_gjfhfnl at his Or her post, shall share equally with
Spuraecn. or T.i vi nqston ^ or Paul, provided that such^Christian is equally faith
ful with those mighty men in service. " (Ibid 209). L.\ke Aaroj i and Hur their
g r e a t e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n m a y b e h o l d i n g u p t h e p r e a c h e r ' s h a n d s !

I n c o n c l u s i o n w e m u s t n o t o v e r l o o k t h a t f o r D a v i d t h e " F r u i t s o f V i c t o r y " v ; e r e
n o t o n l y f o r f a i r d i s t r i b u t i o n t o h i s v a l l i a n t . m e n . I n r e c o g n i % t i o n o f w h a t G o d
h a d d o n e f o r h i m , h e d i s t r i b u t e d g i f t s f r o m s p o i l t a k e n f r o m t h e A m a l e k i t e s t h e m
s e l v e s i n a l l t h e t o w n s i n s o u t h e r n J u d a h w h e r e h e a n d h i s m e n h a d b e e n a c c u s t o m
e d t o g o a n d h a d p r o b a b l y b e e n r e c e i v e d w i t h h o s p i t a l i t y. D a v i d c o u l d b e a c c u s e d
o f c l e v e r p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s , o r o f p o l i t i c a l c u l t i v a t i o n o f a p a r t o f S a u l ' s k i n g
d o m . B u t I t h i n k t h a t m o r e t h a n t h i s i t s h e w e d g e n u i n e a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e i r
f r i e n d s h i p , a n d a d e s i r e t o s h a r e w i t h o t h e r s g i f t s w h i c h h e r e c o g n i z e d c a m e f r o m
G o d . . . a l e s s o n t o b e l e a r n e d b y e a c h o f u s . V T h e n G o d d o e s b r i n g u s t h r o u g h h a d d
t i m e s , d i f fi c u l t e x p e r i e n c e s , c r i s e s o f fi n a n c e o r f a m i l y o r p r o f e s s i o n . . . l e t
i t n o t b e a t i m e f o r s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n a n d s e l fi s h e n i o v m e n t o f v i c t o r i e s w o n
by His grace, but a time to givf^ as we. havp been givpr, i-n. M^e than 1000 years
b e f o r e J o h n , D a v i d p r a c t i c e d t h e a d m o n i t i o n o f t h a t A p o s t l e d a c c o r d i n g t o h i s
l i g h t s i n t h a t t u m u l t u o u s t i m e : : " B e l o v e d , i f G o d s o l o v e d u s . v e a l s o o u h h t t o
l o v e o n e a n o t h e r . "

a n d c o n t i n u i n g :



T H E K I N D N E S S O F G D P

Text: " Is there not yet anyone of the house of Saul to whom I may show the kindness
o T l J o d ? "

S c r i p t u r e : I I S a m 7 : 1 - 1 3 .

The wor ld is fu l l o f people l i ke Mephibosheth» p lagued wi th mis for tune? he lp less

in the midst of c i rcumstances beyond their control . Pathet ic as he appears? we cannot

ignore a man mentioned in 5 different chapters. Adverse circumstances sweetened
rather than soured him. fin \ an age when monarchs who founded a new dynasty normally
k i l l ed o f f a l l f am i l y members o f t he o ld dynas ty? Meph iboshe th was spa red by K ing

David? who was moved to "show the KINDNESS OF GOD." Oui| text is II Sam. 9:3? "And the

k i n o { D a v i d } s a i d ? ' I s t h e r e n o t y e t a n y o n e o f t h e h o u s e o f S a u l t o w h o m I m a y s h o w

t h e k i n d n e s s o f G o d ? " j F o u n w o r d s o u t l i n e t h e a c c o u n t o f M e p h i b o s h e t h : ( 1 ) A c c i d e n t ?

l < g ) \ A c c e p t a n c e ^ ( ( 3 ) \ A c c u s e d ? a n d ( A ) A c q u i t t e d .

I. ACCIDENT. (II Sam A:A) Cs¥u%? the first king of Israel? had failed to live up
t o e x p e c t a t i o n s . T h i s t a l l ? h a n d s o m e ? m o d e s t y o u n g m a n l a t e r b e c a m e v i c i o u s ? m e a n ?

a n d u n p r e d i c t a b l e . . . u n w o r t h y o f t h e t h r o n e a n d i n c a p a b l e o f i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

R e a l i z i n g t h a t G o d h a d c h o s e n y o u n g D a v i d t o r e p l a c e h i m ? S a u l t u r n e d h i s j e a l o u s y a n d

h a t r e d u p o n t h e s h e p h e r d l a d . B u t S a u l ' s s o n J o n a t h a n ? t h e n a t u r a l h e i r t o t h e

t h r o n e ? b e f r i e n d e d D a v i d a n d p r e d i c t e d t h a t h e w o u l d e v e n t u a l l y b e c o m e k i n g .

M e a n w h i l e D a v i d p a t i e n t l y w a i t e d f o r G o d t o w o r k t h i n g s o u t .

calfA the
(News p f the g rea t ba t t le^W'Mount G i lboa b rought word o f the s laughter o f Sau l

a n d h i s s o n s ? i n c l u d i n g J o n a t h a n . i S a u l h o u s e h o l d w a s t e r r i fi e d ? f e a r i n g m a s s a c r e b y

t h e v i c t o r i o u s P h i l i s t i n e s o r b y D a v i d w h o w o u l d k i l l o f f a l l r i v a l s . I n p a n i c a

n u r s e p i c k e d u p t h e fi v e y e a r o l d s o n o f J o n a t h a n ? n a m e d M e p h i b o s h e t h ? a n d fl e d t o t h e

c o u n t r y s i d e . S o m e h o w i n h e r h a s t e s h e a c c i d e n t a l l y d r o p p e d t h e c h i l d a n d h e w a s b a d l y

i n j u r e d s o t h a t h e b e c a m e l a m e ? c r i p p l e d i n b o t h f e e t , fi n t h o s e d a y s t h e r e w e r e n o

o r t h o p e d i c s u r g e o n s . . . h e w a s h a n d i c a p p e d f o r l i f e !

fMTTl ions\ in our wor ld today are v ict ims of accidents. . .not a l l of them physical ly

c r i p p l i n g ? a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e p l e n t y o f t h e m . ^ S u t j t h e r e a r e a c c i d e n t s a t b i r t h ?
a c c i d e n t s o f u n h a p p y h o m e s ? a c c i d e n t s o f a n i m p o v e r i s h e d o r b a c k w a r d s o c i e t y ?

a c c i d e n t s o f n a t u r a l o r m a n - m a d e c a l a m i t y s u c h a s f a m i n e ? fl o o d ? e c o n o m i c d e p r e s s i o n ?

p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n ? o r w a r f a r e . ^ L i k e M e p h i b o s h e t h ? m i l l i o n s o f v i c t i m s h a v e l i t t l e

h o p e . . . t h e y m e r e l y e x i s t ? s t r u g g l i n g j u s t t o k e e p a l i v e f r o m d a y t o d a y i n
c i r c u m s t a n c e s b e y o n d t h e i r c o n t r o l . W h e n t h i s i s c o u p l e d w i t h f r i e n d l e s s n e s s a n d

f e a r s ? h o w a w f u l ! H o w w o n d e r f u l t h a t t h e B i b l e c l e a r l y t e a c h e s t h a t w e h a v e a G o d

w h o d o e s n o t f o r g e t t h o s e w h o m s o c i e t y s o e a s i l y o v e r l o o k s . J e s u s s a i d ? " A r e n o t t w o



2

s p a r r o w s s o l d f o r a c e n t ? A n d v e t n o t o n e o f t h e m w i l l f a l l t o t h e g r o u n d a p a r t f r o m

y o u r F a t h e r . . . T h e r e f o r e d o n o t f e a r ; y o u a r e o f m o r e v a l u e t h a n m a n y s p a r r o w s . " ( M t .

1 0 : 2 9 , 3 1 ) . A n d s o w a s t h i s a c c i d e n t v i c t i m , M e p h i b o s h e t h !

I I , A C C E P TA N C E . ( 9 : 1 - 1 3 ) I t t o o k y e a r s f o r D a v i d t o c o n s o l i d a t e a n d r e - o r g a n i z e

h i s k i n g d o m . B u t w i t h P h i l i s t i n e e n e m i e s d e f e a t e d , s q u a b b l i n g g e n e r a l s p a c i fi e d ,

c a b i n e t m i n i s t e r s a p p o i n t e d , a n d t h e a r k r e s t o r e d t o J e r u s a l e m , D a v i d p a u s e d a n d

r e c a l l e d h i s v o w s o f e t e r n a l f r i e n d s h i p t o J o n a t h a n a n d h i s f a m i l y , a n d a s k e d , " I s

t h e r e a n y o n e l e f t o f t h e h o u s e o f S a u l t o w h o m I m a v b e k i n d f o r J o n a t h a n ' ' s s a k e ? " H e

h a d w a i t e d a b o u t 1 5 y e a r s t o g e t a r o u n d t o t h i s , b u t r e m e m b e r h e h a d b e e n a b u s y

m a n . . . " b e t t e r l a t e t h a n n e v e r ! " S o m e o n e s e n t f o r Z i b a , f o r m e r k i n g S a u l ' s o l d f a m i l y

r e t a i n e r w h o h a d l o o k e d a f t e r h i s l a n d s a n d l i v e s t o c k a n d k n e w a l l a b o u t t h e f a m i l y .

P a v i d a s k e d : " A r e v o u Z i b a ? " T h e o l d m a n a f fi r m e d t h i s s a y i n g , " I a m v o u r

s e r v a n t . " T h e k i n g i n q u i r e d : " I s t h e r e n o t v e t a n y o n e o f t h e h o u s e o f S a u l t o w h o m I

m a v s h o w t h e k i n d n e s s o f B o d ? " L o n g a g o L n h i s c o v e n a n t o f f r i e n d s h i p w i t h D a v i d ,

J o n a t h a n h a d ^ s t i p u l a t e d : " A n d i f I a m s t i l l a l i v e , w i l l v o u n o t s h o w m e t h e

l o v i n o k i n d n e s s o f t h e L o r d , t h a t I m a v n o t d i e ? A n d v o u s h a l l n o t c u t o f f v o u r

l o v i n o k i n d n e s s f r o m m v h o u s e f o r e v e r . " ( I S a m 2 0 : 1 ^ - 1 5 ) H e r e D a v i d u s e d t h e s a m e

p h r a s e , " t h e k i n d n e s s o f G o d . " Z i b a r e p l i e d , " T h e r e i s a s o n o f J o n a t h a n w h o i s

c r i p p l e d i n b o t h f e e t . " " W h e r e i s h e ? " a s k e d D a v i d . " H e i s i n t h e h o u s e o f H a c h i r ,

t h e s o n o f A m m i e l , i n L o - d e - b a r . " H a c h i r i s o t h e r w i s e u n k n o w n b u t s h i n e s l i k e a

b r i l l i a n t s t a r o n a d a r k n i g h t . O u t o f k i n d n e s s h e h a d t a k e n t h i s p o o r c r i p p l e i n t o

h i s h o m e a n d a t s o m e p e r s o n a l r i s k s h i e l d e d h i m f r o m p o s s i b l e d e a t h a t t h e h a n d s o f

t h e n e w k i n g . j f ' e a r s l a t e r w h e n D a v i d ' s s o n A b s o l o m r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t h i m , t h i s s a m e

M a c h i r p r o v i d e d f o o d a n d o t h e r s u p p l i e s f o r D a v i d a s h e fl e d J e r u s a l e m . / H o i ^ t h a n k f u l

w e s h o u l d b e f o r p e o p l e l i k e t h i s M a c h i r , o f t e n p e r f e c t s t r a n g e r s , w h o a p p e a r s u d d e n l y

a l o n g o u r p a t h s t o o f f e r a s s i s t a n c e . . . w h e n t h e c a r w o n ' t s t a r t , o r b a d w e a t h e r c a t c h e s

u s o u t i n t h e o p e n , o r s o m e m o r e d e s p e r a t e e m e r g e n c y. T h a n k G o d f o r G o o d S a m a r i t a n s

l i k e M a c h i r o f L o - d e - b a r w h o m a y a l s o s h o w t h e k i n d n e s s o f G o d .

D a v i d s e n t f o r M e p h i b o s h e t h w h o p r o s t r a t e d h i m s e l f , t r e m b l i n g l e s t a s a s u r v i v i n g

m e m b e r o f S a u l ' s f a m i l y h e b e k i l l e d . D a v i d c a l l e d h i m b y n a m e , m a k i n g s u r e t h i s w a s

t h e s a m e s m a l l l a d h e h a d k n o w n i n h i s f r i e n d J o n a t h a n ' s h o u s e . M e p h i b o s h e t h

a n s w e r e d , " H e r e i s v o u r s e r v a n t ! " . . . s i g n a l I i n o t h a t h e n o l o n g e r c l a i m e d a n y r o y a l

s t a t u s . D a v i d r e a s s u r e d h i m , " D o n o t f e a r , f o r I w i l l s u r e l y s h o w k i n d n e s s t o v o u f o r

t h e s a k e o f v o u r f a t h e r J o n a t h a n , a n d w i l l r e s t o r e t o v o u a l l t h e l a n d o f v o u r

g r a n d f a t h e r S a u l ; a n d v o u s h a l l e a t a t m v t a b l e r e g u l a r l y . " S a u l h a d b e e n a w e a l t h y

m a n a n d D a v i d c o u l d h a v e c o n fi s c a t e d a l l h i s e s t a t e f o r h i m s e l f . I n s t e a d h e b e s t o w e d
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i t on the young cr ipple, and for the th i rd t ime spoke of showing k indness. .David had

h i s f a u l t s , g r e a t g l a r i n g o n e s a t t h a t . B u t i n g o i n g o u t o f h i s w a y t o s h o w k i n d n e s s

h e d e m o n s t r a t e d w h y i t c o u l d b e s a i d t h a t h e w a s " a m a n a f t e r G o d ' s o w n h e a r t . " H e

w a s s h o w i n g " t h e k i n d n e s s o f G o d . "

David^summoned Ziba and ordered him to continue to cultivate Saul's lands to
s u p p o r t M e p h i b o s h e t h w h o h a d m a r r i e d a n d h a d a s o n . Z i b a a g r e e d , b u t p r o b a b l y n o t t o o

A .

h a p p i l y . A s f o r M e p h i b o s h e t h , h e w a s t o e a t a t t h e k i n g ' s t a b l e , a n d t h i s i s r e p e a t e d
t h r e e t i m e s . F o r h i m t h a t w a s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n o w n e r s h i p o f t h e f a m i l y p r o p e r t y .

W h y ? B e c a u s e i t m e a n t t h a t n o w h e w a s a c c e p t e d ! H e h a d b e e n a c r i p p l e , a r e f u g e e ,

i m p o v e r i s h e d , a n d f o r g o t t e n . N o w h e w a s s e a t e d a t t h e k i n g ' s t a b l e , a r e g u l a r m e m b e r
o f t h e r o y a l h o u s e h o l d , d a i l y c o n v e r s i n g w i t h t h e k i n g , a n d f e a s t i n g o n t h e b e s t t h a t

c o u l d b e p r o v i d e d . H e w a s A C C E P T E D !

J s n ' t ^ t h a t w h a t s o m a n y i n o u r w o r l d t o d a y n e e d a n d w a n t ? A l l t h e l i t t l e n o n -

p e r s o n s , t h e p h y s i c a l l y a n d m e n t a l l y h a n d i c a p p e d , t h e i g n o r a n t a n d p o o r , t h e o n e s w i t h

n o s t a t u s , t h e d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d , t h e d o w n t r o d d e n , t h e v i c t i m s o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , t h e

l o s e r s i n t h e b a t t l e s o f t h e g i a n t s . . . w h a t d o t h e y c r a v e ? T h e y w a n t t o b e a c c e p t e d .

W h a t d i d t h e p r o d i g a l s o n l o n g f o r ? . . . n o t t o r e l i n e h i s w a l l e t a g a i n b u t t o b e

a c c e p t e d , e v e n a s a s e r v a n t , b y h i s f a t h e r . H e r e D a v i d s h o w e d t h e " k i n d n e s s o f G o d . "
H e d i d n ' t j u s t k e e p h i s v o w t o J o n a t h a n b y r e s t o r i n g f a m i l y p r o p e r t y a n d s e n d i n g t h e

c r i p p l e a w a y. . . h e a c c e p t e d h i m i n t o h i s o w n h o u s e h o l d .

(Wi^c an (gnoth^ learrr « lesson in kindness from David. He must have been besieged
w i t h a l l k i n d s o f r e q u e s t s f o r c h a r i t y , y e t h e t u r n e d a s i d e f r o m t h e m a l l t o s e e k o u t

a n e e d y p e r s o n w h o h a d m a d e n o p l e a f o r h e l p y e t w a s i n d e s p e r a t e n e e d . W e t o o a r e

d e l u g e d w i t h r e q u e s t s f o r h e l p . . . a l l t h a t j u n k m a i l , o f t e n f r o m w o r t h y c a u s e s , a s k i n g
f o r d o n a t i o n s . H o w o f t e n d o w e h a v e " t h e k i n d n e s s o f G o d " s h o w n b y D a v i d , a n d s e e k

o u t t h o s e w h o v e r y l i k e l y a r e f a r m o r e d e s e r v i n g t h a n t h o s e w h o a s k f o r o u r c h a r i t y ?

R e m e m b e r t h a t G o d i n h e a v e n h a s s h o w n H i s k i n d n e s s b y s e e k i n g o u t s i n f u l m a n i n t h e

p e r s o n o f H i s S o n . T i t . 3 : ^ - 5 " B u t w h e n t h e k i n d n e s s o f G o d o u r S a v i o r a n d H i s l o v e
f o r m a n k i n d a p p e a r e d . H e s a v e d u s . . . " E p h . 2 : 6 - 7 " G o d . . . r a i s e d u s u p w i t h H i m , a n d

s e a t e d u s w i t h H i m i n t h e h e a v e n l y p l a c e s i n C h r i s t J e s u s , i n o r d e r t h a t i n t h e a o e s

t o c o m e h e m i g h t s h o w t h e s u r o a s s i n o r i c h e s o f h i s o r a c e i n k i n d n e s s t o w a r d u s i n

C h r i s t J e s u s . " 7 > u < , i o ^ ^ u > < x . ^ a ^ ^
cuJ3

1 l l . A C C U S E D . ( 1 6 : 1 - ^ ) S o m e y e a r s l a t e r , D a v i d ' s s o n A b s o l o m l e d a n u p r i s i n g
A c c o a ^ T J o ^ f

a n d D a v i d h a d t o fl e e . O n t h e w a y o l d Z i b a m e t h i m w i t h a c o u p l e o f s a d d l e d d o n k e y s

l o a d e d w i t h p r o v i s i o n s . " W h a t ' s a l l t h i s ? " a s k e d D a v i d . " T h e d o n k e y s a r e f o r t h e



kino's household to ride* and the food for vou and vour young men as vou travel in the

w i I d e r n e s s . " B ) a v i d , d i d n o t b o t h e r t o t h a n k h i m , b u t b l u r t e d o u t t h e q u e s t i o n

uppermost in his mind, "Where is vour master's son...Mephibosheth?" Ziba replied,
" H e s t a v e d b e h i n d i n J e r u s a l e m h o p i n g t h a t i n t h i s p o l i t i c a l u p h e a v a l h e w i l l b e

r e s t o r e d t o h i s f a t h e r ' s t h r o n e . "

I m a o i n e D a v i d ' s h e a r t a c h e ! A f t e r a l l h i s k i n d n e s s t o M e o h i b o s h e t h , w h a t

ingratitude! even after eating at the king's table^^to try to seize the kingship! One
more dagger in David's heart besides the blows of Absolom and others! payerpj we all
felt the same sickening sensation when someone we have tried to help turns against us?

;So |he to ld Z iba , "Beho ld , a l l t ha t be longs to Heoh iboshe th> i s vou rs . " Z iba , w i t hou t

p l e a d i n g f o r M e p h i b o s h e t h a t a l l , a c c e p t e d , s a y i n g , " I p r o s t r a t e m v s e l f ; l e t m e fi n d
f a v o r i n v o u r s i o h t , 0 m v l o r d , t h e k i n g ! " p fi D a v i d h a d n o t b e e n p r e - o c c u p i e d w i t h

problems and sadness, he might have detected Ziba's somewhat over-eager acceptance of
t h i s w i n d f a l l . U n d ^ r t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , p e r h a p s h e c a n b e e x c u s e d f o r f a i l i n g t o

l i s t e n t o b o t h s i d e s o f t h e s t o r y . . . a s w e o f t e n f a i l t o d o .

Meanwhile consider poor MephiboshethÎHe no longer enjoyed the hospitality of
the king who had fled.®His servant Ziba had deserted him to attend the king.̂ Worse
of a l l he was be ing accused o f the very wors t sor t o f behav io r. . . tu rn ing aga ins t h is

benefactor. Bad enough^ hide for years as a political refugee, but to be branded a
t r a i t o r , a t u r n - c o a t , a n u n g r a t e f u l o p p o r t u n i s t , w a s e v e n w o r s e . k n o w f r o m

experience that it hurts toj^ccused of wrongdoing of which we are not guilty.
Chr i s t i ans o f ten have to face fa l se charge , someth ing Sa tan l i kes to p romote . Jesus

predicted th is , "Blessed are vou when men revi le vou, and persecute vou, and say a l l
k i n d s o f e v i l a g a i n s t v o u f a l s e l y, o n m v a c c o u n t . " p e s u s H i m s e l f w a s a v i c t i m o f

s l a n d e r , o f f a l s e a c c u s a t i o n s r e s u l t i n g i n H i s c r u c i fi x i o n . | | n t o u r l i f e t i m e m o r e
sa in ts and mar ty rs have par t i c ipa ted in our Lord 's su f fe r ing in the same way than in

a l l t he res t o f h i s t o r y pu t t oge the r. Meph iboshe th su f f e red f a l se accusa t i on .

AaSuin;2Vu
I V A C Q U I T T E D < 1 9 : 2 6 - 3 0 ; 2 1 : 7 ) W i t h A b s o l o m ' s d e f e a t a n d d e a t h , D a v i d s a d l y

returned to Jerusalem. [S^_ehowi Mephibosheth got some help and came out to meet the

king. tHe\had "neither cared for his feet (possibly his lameness required special
at tent ion) nor t r immed h is mustache, nor washed h is c lo th t f^ 'dur inq David 's ex i le . Th is

r e f u s a l o f n o r m a l c a r e f o r h i m s e l f w a s e v i d e n c e o f h i s g r i e f o v e r D a v i d ' s d e p a r t u r e .

(Now\ the king wasted no words, "Why did vou not go with me, Mephibosheth?" He was in

n o h u m o r t o p l a y a r o u n d w i t h w o r d s .

'Mephibosheth poured out the whole sorry tale. "1 ordered Ziba to saddle a donkey
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f o r m e s o I c o u l d g o w i t h v o u » b e c a u s e I a < n l a m e » B u t h e l e f t w i t h o u t m e » l i e d a n d

s l a n d e r e d a b o u t m e . Yo u h a v e b e e n l i k e a n a n o e l o f G o d t o m e » s o d o w h a t i s r i g h t i n

y o u r e v e s * I a n d a l l m y f a m i l y w e r e l i k e d e a d m e n > b u t v o u c a u s e d m e t o s i t a n d e a t

a t your tab le . What r igh t have I to c la im anv more favors?" jDav id saw tha t he was

speak ing the t ru th . He a t once rea l ized Z iba 's scheme. That o ld servant had been in

charge o f Sau l 's proper ty for so long he had come to regard i t as h is own, and had

prospered as a resul t . He now had 15 sons and 20 servants of h is own. Al l<along he
h a d r e s e n t e d t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h o s e l a n d s t o M e p h i b o s h e t h , l o o k e d f o r a c h a n c e t o

r e c o v e r t h e m , a n d a l m o s t s u c c e e d e d .

^ a v i d ' s v e r d i c t s h o w s h e w a s t i r e d p h y s i c a l l y a n d e m o t i o n a l l y, a n d w e a r y o f
con f1 ic t . A11 Ihe wanted was peace and qu ie t . In i t i a l l y he had g iven Sau l ' s p roper ty

t o M e p h i b o s h e t h , t h e n h a d e r r e d i n t o o h a s t i l y g i v i n g i t t o Z i b a . N o w h e s a i d , " H h y

d o y o u k e e p d i s c u s s i n g t h i s b u s i n e s s . . . ! h a v e d e c i d e d . Y o u a n d Z i b a s h a l l d i v i d e t h e

land." i^avidlfiqured this was the best way to insure that Mephibosheth got at least

s o m e t h i n g . H e k n e w t h a t w i t h o u t v i o l e n c e t h e r e w a s n o w a y t o e v i c t Z i b a . . . a n d h e w a s
f e d u p w i t h s c r a p p i n g . D a v i d w a s d o i n g h i s b e s t t o s a l v a g e s o m e t h i n g f o r M e p h i b o s h e t h

a n d t o k e e p t h e p e a c e a t t h e s a m e t i m e .

Mephibosheth responded with true humility and gratitude "Just Idt* Ziba have all
t h e o r o o e r t y , . . i t ' s e n o u g h f o r m e t o k n o w t h a t t h e k i n o i s s a f e l y b a c k i n h i s o w n

house I" (Of\ course he was pleased to be acquitted of false charges, but it was an even

g r e a t e r j o y t o k n o w t h a t t h e k i n g w a s s a f e l y r e s t o r e d t o h i s r i g h t f u l t h r o n e .

U n d o u b t e d l y M e p h i b o s h e t h w a s a l s o s e a t e d a g a i n a t t h e k i n g ' s t a b l e . 2 1 : 7 t e l l s o f a
l a t e r i n c i d e n t w h e n D a v i d s p a r e d h i s l i f e f o r J o n a t h a n ' s s a k e . T h i s h u m b l e a n d

s e n s i t i v e c r i p p l e c o u l d j u s t l y c l a i m t h e p r o m i s e o f I P e t e r 2 : 2 0 , " F o r w h a t c r e d i t i s

t h e r e i f , w h e n y o u s i n a n d a r e h a r s h l y t r e a t e d , y o u e n d u r e w i t h p a t i e n c e ? B u t i f w h e n

y o u d o w h a t i s r i g h t a n d s u f f e r f o r i t , y o u p a t i e n t l y e n d u r e i t , t h i s fi n d s f a v o r w i t h

S o d . "

C o n c l u s i o n : T h i n k a g a i n o f t h e " K I N D N E S S O F G O D " w h i c h D a v i d s h o w e d

M e p h i b o s h e t h . K i n d n e s s i s v e r y c l o s e l y a k i n t o l o v e . . . i n f a c t t h e P s a l m s f r e q u e n t l y
a c c l a i m t h e " l o v i n a k i n d n e s s o f G o d . " Y e t s o m e h o w w e t h i n k o f k i n d n e s s a s l o v e i n

a c t i o n i n k i n d d e e d s . A n d t h i s i s w h a t i s e x p e c t e d o f t h e c h i l d r e n o f G o d w h o a r e

fi l l e d w i t h H i s S p i r i t . " T h e f r u i t o f t h e S p i r i t ( w r o t e P a u l i n G a l . 5 : 2 2 ) i s l o v e ,

j o y , p e a c e , p a t i e n c e , K I N D N E S S , g o o d n e s s , f a i t h f u l n e s s , g e n t l e n e s s , s e l f - c o n t r o l . "

T h e ' A p o s t l e u r g e d u s t o c o m m e n d o u r s e l v e s a s s e r v a n t s o f G o d " i n p u r i t y, i n k n o w l e d g e ,
in pat ience, in KINDNESS, in the Holy Spi r i t , in genuine love. " ( I I Cor. 6 :6) tMa^ God

u s e e a c h o f u s t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e " K I N D N E S S O F G O D " e s p e c i a l l y t o t h e l i t t l e p e o p l e o f



our community and our world...the crippled in body and mind and soul? the ones who
want and need our acceptance? the ones who are often accused and ^abused and helpless
in securing justice? the ones who want and need our acceptance! (And|may this
d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f t h e " K I N D N E S S O F G O D " a n d o u r a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e m l e a d t o t h e i r

accep tance o f t he "K INDNESS OF GOD" H imse l f i n Ch r i s t Jesus . !
L i t t l e d rops o f wa te r? l i t t l e g ra i ns o f sand?
M a k e t h e m i g h t y o c e a n ? a n d t h e p l e a s a n t l a n d .

L i t t l e d e e d s o f k i n d n e s s ? l i t t l e w o r d s o f l o v e ?
H e l p t o m a k e e a r t h h a p p y l i k e t h e h e a v e n a b o v e . "

( J u l i a A . F l e t c h e r C a r n e y )
S h o w i n g t h e " K I N D N E S S O F G O D . "

F r o m " M a s t e r ? N o O f f e r i n g c o s t l y a n d S w e e t . "

D a i l y o u r l i v e s w o u l d s h o w
W e a k n e s s m a d e s t r o n g ?
To i l s o m e a n d g l o o m y w a y s
B r i g h t e n e d w i t h s o n g ?
S o m e d e e d s o f k i n d n e s s d o n e ?
Some souls by pat ience won?
D e a r L o r d ? t o T h e e ?
D e a r L o r d ? t o T h e e .

S o m e w o r d o f h o p e f o r h e a r t s
B u r d e n e d w i t h f e a r s ?
Some ba lm o f peace fo r eyes
B l i n d e d w i t h t e a r s ?
S o m e d e w s o f m e r c y s h e d ?
Some wayward f oo t - s teps l ed?
D e a r L o r d ? t o T h e e ?
D e a r L o r d ? t o T h e e .

E d w i n P . P a r k e r
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Scr ipture Reading: I I Samuel E^:18*"25 (see also I Chronic les E1:18~E2:1)

Tex t ; " I w i l l no t o f fe r bu rn t o f fe r ings to the Lo rd my God wh ich cos t me no th ing . "
I I Sam. 2A:8^b (see a lso I Chroh. 21:24) .

The historic si te of the Temple in Jerusalem is Sacred*to Jews and Christ ians and

Moslems. Because a pecu l ia r fbckVout -cropp inq crowns that mounta in- top» the present

Mohammedan Mosque over it is sometimes called the Dome of the Rock. One legend has it

that this rock marked the boundary between farms owned by two brothers who loved each

o t h e r d e a r l y. T h e o l d e r h a d a w i f e a n d c h i l d r e n , b u t t h e o t h e r l i v e d a l o n e . O n c e ,

dur ing harvest season, the younger awoke in the night and thought: "My brother has a

la rge fam i l y t o suppor t , and I have none ; I mus t he lp h im . " A r i s i ng i n t he n igh t he
w e n t o u t i n t o h i s fi e l d s , t o o k a g r e a t a r m l o a d o f c u t g r a i n f r o m h i s o w n s t a c k ,

c r o s s e d i n t o h i s b r o t h e r ' s fi e l d a n d l a i d i t o n t h e s t a c k t h e r e . D u r i n g t h e s a m e

n ight , the o lder bro ther awoke, and fee l ing sor ry fo r h is lone ly younger bro ther, went
o u t a n d c a r r i e d a b u n d l e o f h i s o w n g r a i n a n d p l a c e d i t o n h i s b r o t h e r ' s p i l e . N e x t

m o r n i n g b o t h s t a c k s r e m a i n e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y u n c h a n g e d . T h i s w e n t o n f o r s e v e r a l

n i g h t s . F i n a l l y , o n e n i g h t t h e t w o b r o t h e r s m e t b e t w e e n t h e t w o fi e l d s a n d b o t h

l e a r n e d o f t h e g r e a t s a c r i fi c i a l l o v e o f t h e o t h e r . A n d o n t h i s s p o t o f t h e d i s p l a y

o f g r e a t b r o t h e r l y l o v e , t h e t e m p l e o f t h e L o r d , s a y s t h e l e g e n d , w a s b u i l t .

T h e B i b l e g i v e s u s p l e n t y o f f a c t s a b o u t t h i s s p o t . G o d c o m m a n d e d | ^ t t > r a h a m i t o

s a c r i fi c e h i s s o n I s a a c o n M t . M o r i a h , p r o b a b l y t h e s a m e g e n e r a l a r e a w h e r e S o l o m o n ' s

t e m p l e l a t e r s t o o d . A f t e r t h a t s e v e r e t e s t o f h i s f a i t h w h e n G o d p r o v i d e d a r a m f o r

t h e s a c r i fi c e , A b r a h a m n a m e d t h e p l a c e " J e h o v a h - i i r e h , " m e a n i n g " T h e L o r d w i l l

p r o v i d e . " T h u s t h e J e w s h a d a p r o v e r b , " O n t h e m o u n t o f t h e L o r d , i t s h a l l b e

p r o v i d e d " ( G e n . 2 2 : 1 ^ ) . T h i s i n c i d e n t f o r e s h a d o w e d G o d ' s p r o v i s i o n n e a r t h e s a m e s p o t

of , the»per fect . sacr i f ic^ . . . the "Lamb of God which taketh away the s in of the wor ld. "

I I S a m u e l 2 4 r e l a t e s h o w t h i s s i t e w a s c h o s e n b y j D a v i d f o r t h e t e m p l e . I

C h r o n i c l e s 2 1 g i v e s a n e v e n l o n g e r a c c o u n t . K i n g D a v i d w a s " a m a n a f t e r G o d ' s o w n

h e a r t , " y e t h e o f t e n s i n n e d g r a v e l y . O n c e h e w a s t e m p t e d t o t a k e a c e n s u s o f h i s

a r m e d f o r c e s , a g a i n s t G o d ' s w i l l a n d t h e a d v i c e o f h i s c o m m a n d i n g g e n e r a l , J o a b .

Perhaps th is was yani ty, or perhaps i t showed lack*of - t rus^ in God's power to protect
h i s l a n d . L a t e r h i s c o n s c i e n c e h u r t a n d h e c o n f e s s e d h i s s i n t o G o d . T h r o u g h t h e

prophet Gad, God offered David a choice of punishment: Seven years of ^aminef three
m o n t h s w h e n h i s a r m i e s w o u l d fl e e b e f o r e h i s e n e m i e s , o r t h r e e d a y s o f p e s t i l e n c e .

D a v i d r e p l i e d , " 1 a m i n g r e a t d i s t r e s s ? l e t m e f a l l i n t o t h e h a n d o f t h e L o r d , f o r h i s

m e r c y i s v e r y g r e a t ; b u t l e t m e n o t f a l l i n t o t h e h a n d o f m a n . " R a t h e r t h a n b e a t t h e



mercy o f hos t i l e a rm ies? o r o f na tu re i n the fo rm o f f am ine , he chose to be i n the
hands of a loving God. When God sent an epidemic His angel destroyed 70,000 people

unt i l s topped by the Lord before enter ing Jerusalem at the threshing floor of firaunah.

G o d s a i d , " I t i s e n o u g h , n o w s t a y y o u r h a n d . "

A t th is po in t , Dav id saw the ange l o f death s tand ing be tween heaven and ear th

w i t h a d r a w n s w o r d i n h i s h a n d t h r e a t e n i n g J e r u s a l e m . C l a d i n s a c k - c l o t h , t h e s y m b o l

of mourning, and with his officials, David bowed to God and prayed, "I am the one who

h a s s i n n e d . . . l e t m e t a k e t h e r e s o o n s i b i l i t v . . . o u n i s h m e a n d m v f a m i l y b u t n o t f fi v

p e o p l e w h o h a v e d o n e n o w r o n g . " G o d t h e n s e n t t h e p r o p h e t G a d a g a i n , i n s t r u c t i n g

D a v i d t o b u i l d a n a l t a r o n t h e t h r e s h i n g fl o o r o f A r a u n a h w h e r e t h e p l a g u e h a d b e e n

s t o p p e d . I C h r o n i c l e s 3 : 1 i d e n t i fi e s t h i s s p o t a s o n M o u n t M o r i a h . . . p r o b a b l y a fl a t
s u r f a c e o n t h e t o p o f a ^ r e e z y m o u n t a i n w o u l d b e p e r f e c t f o r t h r e s h i n g g r a i n w h e r e t h e

chaff could be easi ly b lown away. The owner was Araunah, a Jebusi te , a Gent i le who

h a d c o n v e r t e d t o t h e H e b r e w f a i t h a n d w a s a l l o w e d t o l i v e w i t h t h e J e w s .

N o t i c e t h a t D a v i d w e n t t o A r a u n a h . A s k i n g h e c o u l d h a v e o r d e r e d h i m t o c o m e t o

h is pa lace or sent a servant to demand use of the thresh ing floor. But in humi l i ty he

w e n t i n p e r s o n . A r a u n a h w a s t h r e s h i n g w h e a t a n d m u s t h a v e b e e n a s t o n i s h e d t o s e e t h e

k i n g c o m i n g , a n d h u r r i e d o u t t o b o w w i t h h i s h e a d a l l t h e w a y t o t h e g r o u n d i n
O r i e n t a l o b e i s a n c e . D a v i d w e n t r i g h t t o t h e p o i n t : " G i v e m e t h e s i t e o f t h i s

t h r e s h i n g fl o o r , t h a t I m a y b u i l d o n i t a n a l t a r t o t h e L o r d ; f o r t h e f u l l p r i c e v o u

s h a l l g i v e i t t o m e , t h a t t h e p l a g u e m a y b e r e s t r a i n e d f r o m t h e p e o p l e . " B u t A r a u n a h

o f f e red t o g i ve i t f o r no th i ng . Pe rhaps he was g ra te fu l t ha t he was a l l owed t o l i ve

in th is land, a l though he was a Gent i le. Or maybe he too wanted to spare the people

of Jerusa lem f rom the p lague. Or perhaps he generous ly ; wanted to have th is par t in

e r e c t i n g a n a l t a r t o G o d . F o r w h a t e v e r r e a s o n , t h i s m a n o f - p r i n c e l y s p i r i t ^ o f f e r e d
t h e s i t e a s a g i f t , a n d e v e n o f f e r e d h i s t e a m o f p x e n f o r t h e s a c r i fi c e a n d t h e

thresh ing s ledges as wood for the fire , and the gra in to be o ffered up too. A l l those
m a t e r i a l s w e r e a t h a n d b e c a u s e t h o s e o x e n w e r e u s e d t o d r a g g r e a t w o o d e n f r a m e s a r o u n d

o n t h e fl a t s u r f a c e t o h e l p t h r e s h t h e g r a i n . D a v i d k n e w f u l l w e l l t h a t t h i s w a s a

v a l u a b l e s i t e , a n d t h a t t h i s o f f e r p r o b a b l y r e p r e s e n t e d m o s t o f t h e w e a l t h o f A r a u n a h .

B u t K i n g D a v i d i n s i s t e d , " N o i n d e e d l I w i l l b u y t h i s p l a c e f o r i t s f u l l p r i c e .

I w i l l n o t t a k e w h a t b e l o n g s t o v o u t o g i v e t h e L o r d . I W I L L N O T O F F E R B U R N T

O F F E R I N G S T O T H E L O R D M Y G O D W H I C H C O S T M E N O T H I N G . " T h i s s h o w s D a v i d w a s d e t e r m i n e d

no t t o t ake advan tage o f A raunah ' s gene ros i t y, no t t o cha rge t he pub l i c t r easu ry o f

t h e k i n g d o m , b u t t o p a y f o r t h i s s a c r i fi c e o u t o f h i s o w n p o c k e t . H e p a i d f o r t h e

s p o t i m m e d i a t e l y, b u i l t a n a l t a r , a n d o f f e r e d h i s s a c r i fi c e . G o d a c k n o w l e d g e d t h i s



a'form of David's repentance and as a sign of His acceptance sent fire cfrom heaven on

the a l ta r o f burn t o f fe r ing . Here in the p lace wh ich marked a man 's repentance f rom

sin and fa i th in a forg iv ing God, the temple o f Jerusa lem was la ter bu i l t .

"I MILL NOT OFFER BURNT OFFERINGS TO THE LORD MY GOD WHICH COST ME NOTHING"

ins i s ted Dav id as he pu rchased th i s p l ace t o wo rsh ip . God ' s i nfin i t e power had j us t
b e e n d e m o n s t r a t e d b y H i s e x a c t i o n o f a t e r r i b l e p u n i s h m e n t f o r D a v i d ' s s i n . H i s

Ipving mercy had just been demonstrated by His staying the hand of the angel of death
i n r e s p o n s e t o D a v i d ' s p l e a t o s p a r e J e r u s a l e m . I n t h e p r e s e n c e o f s u c h a G o d , m i g h t y

i n h i s a n g e r a g a i n s t s i n , m i g h t y i n H i s d e s i r e t o g r a n t s a l v a t i o n , D a v i d s a i d : " I W I L L

NOT OFFER TO SUCH A GOD SOMETHING THAT COST ME NQTHINGi" In spite of his sin, David's

rel igion was genuine and he could not endure a sham, a^/ake, or a cj ieap approach to
s u c h a G o d . H e k n e w t h a t r e s t o r a t i o n o f f e l l o w s h i p w i t h G o d , b r o k e n b y s i n , t o o k

s a c r i fi c e . . . a t r u t h c l e a r l y e v i d e n t a l l t h r o u g h t h e B i b l e . F o r D a v i d s a c r i fi c e d i d

n o t m e a n j u s t o f f e r i n g a n a n i m a l o n t h e a l t a r . . . i t i n c l u d e d a c o s t t o H i m s e l f J N o t

t h e c o s t o f [ 7 0 , 0 0 0 l i v e s k i l l e d i n t h e p l a g u e , n o t t h e c o s t o f A r a u n a h ' s d o n a t e d

p r o p e r t y , b u t a r e a l c o s t t o D a v i d h i m s e l f . E v e n t h e p a y m e n t o f h i s s i l v e r a n d g o l d
w a s j u s t s y m b o l t o G o d o f D a v i d ' s g i f t o f h i m s e l f ' a s a n o f f e r i n g t o G o d . " I N I L L N O T

O F F E R B U R N T O F F E R I N G S T O T H E L O R D M Y G O D W H I C H C O S T M E N O T H I N G . ' "

J h i s i n c i d e n t t e a c h e s u s t w o l e s s o n s , a n d t h e r e i s a r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o .
i s n o t c h e a p . i s ^ m x e h e a s .

iBrgaSRMNaaiEHftRBSHIP IS NOT CHBtflk God had already stopped the plague, yet
King David had an inner compulsion to show his gratitude by offering something to God,
and that someth ing had to be cost ly. In no sense was David t ry ing to ^earn '^
d e l i v e r a n c e f r o m t h e t e r r o r s t a l k i n g h i s l a n d . . . t h e a n g e l o f d e a t h h a d a l r e a d y b e e n

stopped a t the th resh ing floor o f Araunah. But overwhe lmed w i th g ra t i tude , Dav id fe l t
t he re was abso lu te l y no th ing too good , no th ing good enough , to o f fe r God . . .no t on ly

oat'o^ thank'sglvtng' bcrt ' as- art act-of faith-SntJ- -iTOrshiff. God the Almighty had shown

the me rcy he d i d no t dese rve . God had demons t ra ted powe r mo re t han enough t o awe even

a roya l monarch . In such a Presence , Dav id fe l t compe l led to express h is g ra t i tude ,

h i s s u b m i s s i o n , h i s r e v e r e n c e . . . n o t w i t h a c h e a p b a r g a i n b u t w i t h a t i o s t l y s a c r i fi c e . "

W e C h r i s t i a n s c a n l e a r n s o m e t h i n g h e r e . W e a l l l i k e t o g e t s o m e t h i n g f o r

n o t h i n g , a r e a l b a r g a i n , o r e v e n w i t h s o m e k i n d o f ' ' f r e e " d o l e . M a y b e w e w o u l d l i k e
to receive all God's blessings at some ^cut^ate pricB^ too. It isn't easy to think of
g i v ing someth ing f cos t i y? to God , as Dav id d id and the reby show ou r g ra t i t ude , ou r
f a i t h , o u r r e v e r e n t w o r s h i p . I t ' s s o e a s y t o t h i n k i n t e r m s o f h o w m u c h w e n e e d t o



live on and give the JeS-overs to the Lord. When there are needs in the work of the
ehurch which demand time and energy, to say nothing of financial support, we seem to
be able to find time for our own jobs, our tamiUes, our r^reation.. .but al 1 too
little for tlim. When our abilities could be used to help some of the needs in 6od's
world we are unwilling to offer them. Time, abilities, money...all are assets we like
to reserve for ourselves...but think how they could be used as costly gifts to God who
has done so much for us I

When Saul, later called faul,:vwas converted so dramatically on the road to
Damascus by that vision of the risen and glorified Christ, his first words were:
"Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" David Livingstone, pioneer missionary and
explorer of Africa, declared: ".I will place no value on anything I have or may
jjfr-rn- in relation to the kingdom of Christ. If anything I have will advance the
interests of that kingdom, it shall be given away or kept only as by giving or keeping
it, I may promote the glory of Him to whom I owe ail my hope and faith in time and
eternity." Each of us are challenged to search our own hearts. Are we too willing to
follow David in presenting something to the Lord that is costly...making sure we are
not just giving ^methrihg'that rifrffTrhg?

God does not expect that we all sacrifice alike, but He does require sacrifice
from all of us. Somewhere I picked up this bit of doggerel;

"phamgar had an oxgoad, David had a sling,
Dorcas had a needle, Rahab had some str ing,
§amson had a jawbone, Moses had a rod, r- _■ .1
^ary had some ointment. And all were used for God.

It is not sacrifice unless it costs ME something. For the widow it was a mite.,.all
she had, for Mary costly perfume, for Zaccheus one-half of his possession to feed the
poor, and for Barnabas the sale of a valuable piece of property. True sacrifice is
from nfy own earning^, from yielding some of my personal ^'pneasur^ or privileges, or
status or̂ ^gosTtr̂ . God wants the "first fruits".. .the very best. Above all He wants
our.j own yhear.li^ coming to Him fn repentance and sutJmtssion:

" T h e s a c r i fi c e s o f G o d a r e a b r o k e n s p i r i t ,
A b r o k e n a n d c o n t r i t e h e a r t ,
G G o d , T h o u w i l t n o t d e s p i s e . "

fl. TS NOT CHEAP. Salvation may be (free, but it is not
cheap...which may sound like a contradiction. By the grace of God we are offered
salvation freely through the cross of Jesus Christ, and it is true that He demands no
bribes, or payments to receive it...no costly gifts, no good deeds, no merit earned in
some special way. Paul tells us that we are saved by God's grace AS A GIFT. And yet

salval^ail^BBaiWbaJlli&llwnql Ue are notjfeorn" with salvation, we cannot* borrow
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i t , we canno t ba rga in fo r i t .

:^faori3r- possess-inq salva.ti^, no matter how godly our parents and
ancestors. We Presbyterians believe that the promises of God are to believers and to
their chiIdren...but there comes a time when every man, woman, and child by personal

/choice and commlimin^ to Chr is t must c la im the b lessings of salvat ion through Him as

his own. We can never ^oast.-into heaven on the momentum of our/ancestor's Spiritual
energy, even though we may sing "Faith of our fathers...we will be true to thee till
death." I t costs us something in terms of personal commitment.

^TjliTfgrninfaihtryT^ no matter what fine jChristian friends we have, or are
on a church ro^ . Dav id was an a l l -power fu l k ing and cou ld have se ized the thresh ing

fl o o r f r o m h i s f r i e n d A r a u n a h , o r b o r r o w e d f r o m t h e p u b l i c t r e a s u r y t o p a y f o r

i t . . . b u t h e i n s i s t e d o n p a y i n g p e r s o n a l l y . S o w i t h o u r s a l v a t i o n . . . w e a r e n o t c o v e r e d

by any k ind o f [g roup ansura l ic# in God 's s ight . Remember that o ld ^ i r i tua lS "Not mv
b r o t h e r n o r m y f a t h e r , b u t i t ' s m e 0 L o r d , s t a n d i n g i n t h e n e e d o f p r a y e r I N o t m y

b r o t h e r n o r m v n e i g h b o r , b u t i t s m e » 0 L o r d , s t a n d i n g i n t h e n e e d o f p r a y e r ! " N o t

j u s t p r a y e r . . . b u t s a l v a t i o n i t s e l f c a n n o t b e b o r r o w e d .

^^jQjga^gi^k.faaFaaQ«=ufQg salvation, no matter how fclever} we are. How many
C h r i s t i a n s t h e r e a r e w h o t r y t o g e t b y w i t h t h e v e r y l e a s t e x h i b i t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s

d e v o t i o n , o r r i g h t e o u s l i v i n g i T h e y w a n t a d i s c o u n t e d t i c k e t t o h e a v e n . B u t G o d

w a n t s t h e m a x i m u m . . . t h a t i s a l w a y s s o m e t h i n g c o s t l y . T h a t ' s b e c a u s e m o r e t h a n o u r

.mone^, our TtlmeT^ our abilities* God wants our selves. Rom. 12 tells us to present
o u r s e l v e s a s " l i v i n o s a c r i fi c e s , h o l y a c c e p t a b l e t o G o d , w h i c h i s y o u r s p i r i t u a l

w o r s h i p . " S a l v a t i o n i s f r e e , b u t i t i s n o t c h e a p . . . i t w a s e v e n c o s t l y t o G o d !

C O N C L U S I O N W h e n D a v i d s a i d h e w o u l d n o t o f f e r G o d s o m e t h i n g w h i c h c o s t h i m

n o t h i n g h e d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t " h e w a s a m a n a f t e r B o d ' s o w n h e a r t . " L i k e G o d " h e w a s

w i l l i n g t o m a k e a c o s t l y s a c r i fi c # . . . j u s t a s G o d o f f e r e d H i s o n l y S o n f o r t h e
s a l v a t i o n o f u s s i n n e r s . W h a t c o u l d b e m o r e c o s t l y t h a n t h a t ? H o w c o u l d G o d t h e

A l m i g h t y , C r e a t o r ! o f a l l w e a l t h , d o s u c h a t h i n g ? T h e w i s e s t a n d m o s t b r i l l i a n t

s c h o l a r s " c a n n o t f u l l u n d e r s t a n d t h i s a c t o f G o d ' s g r a c e . J H e d i d n o t " s p a r e h i s o w n

S o n , b u t g a v e h i m u p f o r u s a l l . " D a v i d r e fl e c t e d t h e s p i r i t o f G o d w h o d e c l a r e s ,

" F o r t h e s i n o f t h e w o r l d , I a m w i l l i n g t o g i v e t h a t w h i c h c a n n o t b e e x c e l l e d a s a

o i f t . . . m v o n l y S o n . " T h a t e x a m p l e o f g i v i n g f o r u s i s o u r g r o u n d s f o r g i v i n g H i m t h e

c o s t l i e s t a n d n o t t h e c h e a p e s t o f s a c r i fi c e s .

" W e r e t h e w h o l e r e a l o f n a t u r e m i n e , T h a t w e r e a p r e s e n t f a r t o o s m a l l ;
L o v e s o a m a z i n g , s o d i v i n e , D e m a n d s m y s o u l , m y l i f e , m y a l l . "

" I W I L L N O T O F F E R B U R N T O F F E R I N G S T O T H E L O R D N Y G O D W H I C H C O S T M E N O T H I N G



P E R F E C T j u s t i c e

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i _ n g ^ I K i n g s 3 : 1 6 - 3 8 > H C o r . 5 : 1 0

Ie_xt : "Beho ld* a greater than So lomon is here . " (Mt ,

Legend in the Hopper fami ly has i t that when my Father was a l i t t le boy> he sent a
C h r i s t m a s c a r d t o a f a v o r i t e e l d e r l y s p i n s t e r a u n t , a n d w r o t e i n i t : " D e a r A u n t M a t t :

A r e y o u r e a d y f o r t h e v T u d g m e n t D a y ? " A g o o d q u e s t i o n f o r e a c h o f u s , r e s t i m ) o n t h e

B i b l i c a l a f fi r m a t i o n t h a t J e s u s w i l l c o m e " t g j u d g e t h e l i v i n g a n d t h e d e a d . " T h e O l d

Te s t a m e n t a c c o u n t o f K i n g S o l o m o n ' s f a m o u s t r i a l i l l u s t r a t e s s o m e t r u t h s a b o u t t h a t

fi n a l d a y o f P E R F E C T J U S T I C E . T h i s f a m i l i a r s t o r y c o v e r s t h e e s s e n t i a l s o f t h e c a s e

f r o m b e g i n n i n g t o e n d . I t i s t h e o n l y e x a m p l e o f S o l o m o n ' s w i s d o m a s a j u d g e a b o u t

w h i c h g l o w i n g r e p o r t s c i r c u l a t e d o v e r t h e w o r l d o f h i s d a y . H e m u s t h a v e j u d g e d

h u n d r e d s o f c a s e s , b u t t h i s o n e i s s i n g l e d o u t t o d e m o n s t r a t e h i s R o d - g i v e n w i s d o m .

T w o w o m e n c a m e b e f o r e h i m . T h e y w e r e h a r l o t s , v e r y l i k e l y l o w c l a s s , d e s p i s e d b y

t h e i r n e i g h b o r s , p o o r a n d i g n o r a n t , l i v i n g i n t h e r e a r r o o m s o f a t a v e r n . O n e o f t h e m

c l u t c h e d a n e w - b o r n b a b y . C l e a r l y t h e r e h a d b e e n a w h o p p i n g r o w b e t w e e n t h e m , w i t h

p lenty o f ha i r -pu l l ing and v i le language. A mot ley c rowd o f cur ious specta tors pushed
into the palace behind them with everybody loudly expressing opinions as to the r ights

a n d w r o n g s o f t h e c a s e . I n a r i c h l y d e c o r a t e d g a l l e r y t o o n e s i d e s a t d i s t i n g u i s h e d

o b s e r v e r s f r o m f o r e i g n l a n d s . . . a n x i o u s t o s e e i f t h e r e p o r t s o f t h e s k i l l s o f t h i s

young k ing were t rue. At the end of the magnificent ha l l on the great throne of ivory
a n d g o l d r e s t i n g o n a p l a t f o r m a b o v e s i x s t e p s , fl a n k e d b y fi e r c e g o l d e n l i o n s s a t

S o l o m o n i n a l l h i s g l o r y .

Even before the king gave consent, one woman began to scream accusat ions. "We two

live together. I gave birth to a baby son while she was with me. On the third day
afterwards she too had a son, but one night she rol led over in her sleep and her child

was smothered to death. So she got up in the middle of the night and exchanged her

d e a d s o n f o r m y l i v e b a b y. W h e n I c o u l d s e e i n t h e m o r n i n g , J l o o k e d , b u t h e w a s n n t

real ly my son! I appeal for just ice and to have my l ive son back again. ! "

The other woman was equally vehement. "No...the living baby is mine, and the dead one

is hers ! " But the fi rs t one c r ied out , "No, the dead son is yours , and the l i v ing one
i s m i n e ! " P a l a c e g u a r d s h a d t o p u l l a p a r t t h e s n a r l i n g , f a c e - s c r a t c l n i n g m o t h e r s .

What would the king do? There were no witnesses to the al leged crime except the two

s t r o n g l y p r e j u d i c e d w o m e n . E v e n t o d a y, i t i s s o m e t i m e s d i f fi c u l t t o s t r a i g h t e n o u t



ho<^pital nursery babies who qet mixed up. Anyone as shrewd as Solomon had probably
figured out which was the true mother, hut he had to be sure because his decision was
final. Clearly it was a test case before his own people and his reputation before
foreign guests was also at stake. Did he deserve to be a king, and therefore a judge?

F i r s t h e c l e a r l y s t a t e d t h e f a c t s o f t h e c a s e < v. 2 3 ) . . . s o m e t h i n g w e s h o u l d a l l d o

when se t t l i ng a d i spu te . Sudden ly, to everyone 's as ton ishment , So lomon commanded :

"Br ing me a sword ! " A pa lace guard p ro f fe red one . . .b ig , sh iny, and sharp . . . tw ice as

l o n g a s t h e l i t t l e b a b y. T h e k i n g b a r k e d a c r u e l o r d e r ; " Ta k e t h e s w o r d a n d d i v i d e
t h e b a b y a n d g i v e h a l f t o e a c h w o m a n ! " . . a s t h o u g h h e w a s d i v i d i n g a c a n d y b a r b e t w e e n

t w o s q u a b b l i n g c h i l d r e n . I m m e d i a t e l y t h e t r u e m o t h e r , l o v i n g l y c o n c e r n e d o v e r h e r

c h i l d , c r i e d o u t ; " 0 k i n g , g i v e t h e o t h e r w o m e n t h e l i v i n g c h i l d , a n d b y n o m e a n s k i l l

i t ! " U n s p o k e n w a s h e r t h o u g h t : " O n e d e a d c h i l d i s e n o u g h . " B u t h e r c o m p a n i o n

c a l l o u s l y a g r e e d w i t h t h e k i n g : " D i v i d e h i m . . . t h e c h i l d w i l l b e l o n g t o r r e i t h e r o f
u s ! " O n e s h o w e d l o v e , t h e o t h e r n o l o v e . . . t h e t r u e s t a t e o f e a c h h e a r t w a s i n s t a n t l y

e x p o s e d f o r a l l . t o _ s e e .

T h e n S o l o m o n p r o n o u n c e d j u d g m e n t : " G i v e t h e c h i l d t o t h e fi r s t w o m a n a n d b y n o m e a n s

k i l l h i m . S h e _ i 5 h i s j R o t h e r ! " R e l u c t a n t l y t h e o t h e r w o m a n y i e l d e d u p t h e c h i l d , a n d

t h e t r u e m o t h e r c l u t c h e d h i m t o h e r b o s o m w i t h t e a r s o f j o y a n d a l o o k o f

i n e x p r e s s i b l e g r a t i t u d e a s s h e t h a n k e d t h e k i n g . W h a t G o l o m o n s a i d t o t h e g u i l t y
w o m a n i s n o t r e c o r d e d . S h e s t o o d s h a m e d a n d c o n d e m n e d n o t o n l y f o r h e r c a r e l e s s n e s s

b u t f o r h e r w r e t c h e d c o n d u c t i n t r y i n g t o s t e a l a n o t h e r ' s l i v e c h i l d . N e w s o f t h e

k i n g ' s d e c i s i o n r a c e d l i k e w i l d fi r e t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e k i n g d o m s o t h a t a l l " f e a r e d
Here was a jwe and L^^P^c t m ing led w i th the su re know ledge tha t ev f ^ ry

cit izen could expect perfect^just ice from Solomon, so that even secret wrong could not
be concealed from him. They saw something more than human in this judge. "They saw

t h a t t h e w i s d o m _ o f . G o d _ w a s _ i j ^ h i m t o a d m i n i s t e r j u s t i c e . "

S o l o m o n ' s d e r i s i o n p e r f e c t l y i l l u s t r a t e s c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s o f a j u d g m e n t e a c h o f u s

must some day face. Jesus once sa id : "Behold^ a greater than Solomon is here. " Me

was talk ing about Himself . God's Word teaches that (1) Jesus is coming again. (P) the

d e a d w i l l b e r a i s e d , 1 3 ) t h e y w i l l b e j u d g e d a l o n g w i t h t h o s e s t i l l a l i v e , a n d

that the judge wi l l he Christ Jesus. We read in 11 Cor. 5:10, "For we must al l appear

before the judgment seat qf_Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in

the body, accordinq.to what_he_has done, whether good or_bad." The tr ial of those two
w o m e n i l l u s t r a t e s t h r e e t h i n g s t h a t w i l l b e t r u e o n t h a t l a s t g r e a t j u d g m e n t d a y

b e f o r e t h e " g r e a t e r _ _ t h a n _ S p l p m o n . " O n t h a t d a y a l l c r e a t i o n w i l l s e e ( 1 ) S I N



EXPOSED, (E) JUSTICE. EXECUTED, and O) JHE JUDGE EXALTED,

I . S I N E X P O S E D . S o l o m o n e x p o s e d t h a t g u i l t y w o m e n ' s w i c k e d n e s s j u s t a s s u r e l y a s i f

h e h a d c u t a w a y h e r a t t e m p t e d c o v e r - u p w i t h t h a t s w o r d . T h i s w a s n o t a m e r e t r i c k ,

b u t b e c a u s e h i s i n t i m a t e k n o w l e d g e o f h u m a n n a t u r e e n a b l e d h i m t o d i s c e r n t h e t r u e

f r o m t h e f a l s e m o t h e r . O n t h e fi n a l d a y o f a c c o u n t i n g , e a c h o f u s w i l l s t a n d b e f o r t ^ a

j u d g e f a r _ S g l g m g n . " H e w i l l k n o w a l l t h e t h o u g h t s a n d i n t e n t s o f o u r
h e a r t s . R e c o r d e d i n H i s o m n i s c i e n t m i n d i n d e t a i l w i l l b e e v e r y a c t i o n , e v e r y w o r d ,

e v e r y t h o u g h t w h i c h e v e r y m a n , w o m a n a n d c h i l d h a s e v e r h a d . F a s t e r t h a n a n y c o m p u t e r
H e w i l l i n s t a n t l y r e c a l l , e v a l u a t e , a n d j u d g e t h i s v a s t s t o r e o f i n f o r m a t i o r u A s

D a v i d c o n f e s s e d i n P s a l m 1 3 9 . . .

n l o r d , T h o u h a s s e a r c h e d m e a n d k n o w n m e .
Thou dos t know when I s i t down and when I r i se up .
T h o u d o s t u n d e r s t a n d m y t h o u g h t f r o m a f a r .
T h o u d o s t s c r u t i n i ? e m y p a t h a n d m y l y i n g d o w n .
A n d a r t i n t i m a t e l y a c g u a i n t e d w i t h a l l m y w a y s .
E v e n b e f o r e t h e r e i s a w o r d o n m y t o n g u e ,
R e h o l d , 0 L o r d , T h o u d o s t k n o w i t a l l .

G o d h a s a p p o i n t e d t h e J u d g e , J e s u s C h r i s t , a n d e n d o w e d H i m w i t h i n fi n i t e w i s d o m a n d

power. Be fo re H im our t r i ^e_se lyes w i l l be comp le te l y exposed to pub l i c v iew. Every
" i d l e j i ^ o r d " ( M t . 1 P : 3 6 ) , e v e r y " s e c r e t _ t h i n g " ( R o m . P : 1 6 1 w i l l a p p e a r . W e n a t u r a l l y

c r i n g e a n d r e c o i l f r o m t h i s . T h a t i s b e c a u s e o f s i n . W e a r e a s h a m e d . W e d o n ' t w a n t

t o b e s e e n a s w e r e a l l y a r e . I n t h e G a r d e n o f E d e n , A d a m a n d E v e d i s o b e y e d G o d , a t e

t h e f o r b i d d e n f r u i t , w e r e a s h a m e d , a n d r a n t o h i d e i n t h e u n d e r b r u s h . I n n o c e n c e

c h a n g e d t o s h a m e b e c a u s e s i n h a d c o m e b e t w e e n t h e m a n d G o d . E v e r s i n c e , t h e n a t u r a l
i nc l ina t ion o f us a l l , bo rn in s in as we a re , i s to concea l , to h ide , to cover up our

s i n .

But on the day o f judgment every s in w i l l be exposed. What a te r r i fy ing thought ! A l l

r i g h t t o e x p o s e t h e s i n s o f a g a n g s t e r l i k e A 1 C a p o n e , o r a d i c t a t o r l i k e H i t l e r , o r a
mons te r l i ke one o f t hose mass murde re rs . Bu t wou ld you wan t t o have you r eve ry

s e c r e t t h o u g h t , e v e r y h a s t y ^ w o r d , e y e r y s e l fi s h a c t i o n , e v e r y c o n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e

w i c k e d w a y s o f t h e w o r l d b o l d l y h e a d l i n e d i n t h e m o r n i n g p a p e r ? I s u r e w o u l d n o t !

Just th ink ing about th is fmbarass ing exposure, to say noth ing of our fa i lu re to p lease

t h e L o r d , s h o u l d c a u s e u s t o w o r k a n d p r a y h a r d e r t o b e m o r e p u r e , h o l y, a n d o b e d i e n t

t o G o d . K n o w i n g t h a t t h e b o o k s w i l l b e a u d i t e d , a r e p o r t c a r d i s r o i n i n q o u t , a

c o m p l e t e e v a l u a t i o n m a d e o f o u r c a r e e r s . c a n a c t a s a h e a l t h y s t i m u l u s .

B e f o r e t h e J u d g e w i l l s t a n d n o t o n l y w i c k e d u j 3 r e p e n t a n t _ s i n n B r s , h u t a l s o G h r i s t i a n s

who accept Him as Lord, have repented of their sin, and cast themselves upon His mercy

f o r s a l v a t i o n . T h e s e t o o w i l l b e h e l d a c c o u n t a b l e f o r a l l d e e d s i n t h e b o d y , g o o d a n d



bad. But remember; No longer wil l we etand naked in our ein. hut the »Ti»dqe Him'self

w i l l c lo the u«; w i th per fec t new c lo thes. . . the garments o f H is r igh teousness* prov ided

by him for all who believe in Him. The Judge will look upon these clothes as He
pronounces H i s ve rd i c t : " I nnocen t [ . En te r, j n t g t he j oy o f t he Lo rd ! "

When He sha l l come w i th t rumpet sound?
Dh? may I then in H im be found;
D r e s s e d i n H i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s a l o n e ?
F a u l t l e s s t o s t a n d b e f o r e t h e t h r o n e .

I I_JLISTICE EXECUTED. Solomon rendered perfect just ice? restor ing the l iv ing chi ld to
h i s r e a l m o t h e r . . . a l l t h e r e w a r d s h e w a n t e d . H o w h e p u n i s h e d t h e o t h e r w e d o n ' t k n o w.

She had been negl igent in car ing for her own baby? she had sto len another woman's

c h i l d , l i e d a b o u t i t , a n d e v e n c o n s e n t e d t o h a v e t h e l i v i n g c h i l d m u r d e r e d t o o .

Surely Solomon had a proper punishment for such a spiteful hateful woman and r ighted
the wrong that had been done. Here is an i l lustrat ion of how just ice wi l l be executer !

o n t h e D a y o f J u d g m e n t ,

I n o u r w o r l d t h e r e i s s o m u c h t h a t i s u n f a i r , i l l e g a l ? i m m o r a l ? a n d u n j u s t . T h e

u n d e s e r v i n g g e t t h e h o n o r s a n d t h e d e s e r v i n g a r e o v e r l o o k e d . W i c k e d ? d i s h o n e s t ?

u n s c r u p u l o u s m e n l i v e i n l u x u r y ? w h i l e g o o d a n d l o v i n g a n d d i l i g e n t p e o p l e s u f f e r .

J e s u s s p o k e o f t h e r i c h m a n D i v e s g o r g i n g h i m s e l f a t a s u m p t u o u s b a n q u e t . . . a c c e p t e d

" a s a p a r t o f t h e l a n d s c a p e " ( B a r c l a y ) . . . w h i l e t h e p o o r b e g g a r L a z a r u s s a t s t a r v i n g a t

h i s g a t e w i t h t h e d o g s l i c k i n g h i s o p e n s o r e s . . . b u t t h e t i m e c o m e s w h e n t h e s i t u a t i o n

i s r e v e r s e d b e c a u s e p e r f e c t j u s t i c e i s e x e c u t e d . W e C h r i s t i a n s m a y b o t e m p t e d t o

w o n d e r w h y G o d a l l o w s s o m u c h t h a t s e e m s u n f a i r ? j u s t a s a n c i e n t J o b w r e s t l e d w i t h t h e

p r o b l e m o f t h e s u f f e r i n g s o f t h e r i g h t e o u s . To d a y w e m a y n o t u n d e r s t a n d G o d ' s w a y s
a n d r a n o n l y i n f a i t h a c c e p t t h a t H e k n o w s b e s t .

B u t t h e d a y i s c o m i n g w h e n a l l t h i s w i l l b e u n d e r s t o o d a n d s e t r i g h t . T L r e J u d g e w i l l

a n s w e r a l l s u c h q u e s t i o n s o f " W h y ? _ W h y ? _ W h y ? " " W h e n t h e S o n c o m e s i n H i s g l o r y ? a n d

a l l t h e a n g e l s w i t h H i m ? , t h e n H e w i l l s i t o n H i s g l o r i o u s t h r o n e . A n d a l l t h e n a t i o n s

w i 11 _ b e g a t h e r e d _ b e f o r e H i m ? _ a n d _ H e w i H _ s e p a r a t e _ t h e m f r o m o n e a n o t h e r ? a s t h e

s h e p h e r d s e p a r a t e s t h e s h e e p _ f r o m t h e g o a t s . " ( M t . ? 5 : 3 1 ) " A n h o u r i s c o m i n g i n w h i c h
a l l w h o a r e i n _ t h e _ t g m b s _ s h a l l h e a r h i s _ y o i j : e j . . a n d s h a l l c o m e f o r t h ? t h o s e w h o d i d t h e

g o o d d e e d s . t o _ a _ r e s u r r e c t i o n _ p f . 1 j f e ? _ . t h o s e w h o c o m m i t t e d t h e e v i l d e e d s t o a
r e s u r r e c t i o n _ p f _ j u d g m e n t . " ( J n . 5 ; 2 9 ) A l l w i l l k n o w t h a t " J h e r e i s n o p a r t i a l i t y ^ t l i

^ d . " ( R o m . ? ; n )

M u c h s p e c u l a t i o n a n d s o m e n o n s e n s e h a s b e e n s p o k e n a b o u t t h e D a y o f J u d g m e n t . . . a l l t h e

w a y f r o m t h o s e w h o w o u l d e x o n e r a t e e v e r y b o d y a t t h e h a n d s o f a J u d g e t o o l o v i n ( ^ t o

c o n d e m n a n y o n e t o e t e r n a l p u n i s h m e n t t o t h o s e w h o p a i n t d a r k ? t e r r i f y i n g p i c t u r e s o f



t h e h o r r o r s o f t h e d a m n e d . A r e n o t t h e s e m a t t e r s t o l e a v e i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e

r i g h t e o u s J u d g e ? A s A b r a h a m p l e d w i t h G o d w h o w a s a b o u t t o r a i n d o w n fi r e a n d
b r i m s t o n e o n S o d o m a n d G o m o r r a h , h e p l e d : " S h a l l n o t t h e j u d g e o f a l l t h e e a r t h d e a l

j u s t l y ? " ( G e n . 1 8 : 2 5 ) I f H e i s i n fi n i ^ _ l y j u s t . H e c a n n o t a l l o w u n r e p e n t a n t s i n t o g o

u n p u n i s h e d . I f H e i s i n fi j i i t e l Y l o v i n g , H e w i l l g r a c i o u s l y f o r g i v e a n d r e w a r d H i s

o b e d i e n t c h i l d r e n , w h i c h w a s w h y H i s S o n d i e d o n a c r o s s t o p a y t h e p e n a l t y f o r t h e i r

s i n . P e o p l e a r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t " h u m a n r i g h t s " b u t u l t i m a t e l y " d i v i n e r i g h t s " w i l l

d e t e r m i n e o u r d e s t i n y . A l l m e n , o f e v e r y k i n d , a r e s i n n e r s a n d t h e r e f o r e d e s e r v e

n o t h i n g b u t t h e w r a t h o f G o d a n d e t e r n a l d e a t h . . . t h a t w o u l d b e j u s t i c e . B u t h y t h e

g r a c e o f G o d t h o s e w h o r e p e n t a n d b e l i e v e a r e s p a r e d a n d r e w a r d e d w i t h a n i n h e r i t a n c e

i n H i s K i n g d o m . A l l o t h e r s a r e d o o m e d . H o w w o n d e r f u l t h a t o u r f a i t h r e s t s o n a J u d g e

w h o i s i n fi n i t e l y r i g h t e o u s t o e x e c u t e p e r f e c t j u s t i c e l

I I I . T H E J U D G E E X A L T E D . T h e a c c o u n t o f S o l o m o n ' s t r i a l c o n c l u d e s : " A l l I s r a e l f e a r e d

t h e k i n g . " T h a t f e a r i n c l u d e d a w e , r e s p e c t , a n d h o n o r . E l s e w h e r e ( I K i n g s A : 3 0 - B ^ t )

w e r e a d ; " S p l p m o n ' _ s _ w i s d o m s u r p a s s e d , t h e _ w i s c l o m o f a l l t h e s o n s o f t h e e a s t a n d a l l

the_wi5dgm g f_ .Egyp_t , . . .h is fame was known in a l l the sur round ing na t ions . , .and men came

a U P ? o p l e s _ t p h e a r t h e . w i s d o m o f S o l o m o n . " " A l l t h e k i n g s o f t h e e a r t h w e r e

s e e k i n g t h e p r e s e n c e o f . S o l o m o n t o . h e a r h i s w i s d o m w h i c h G o d h a d p u t . i n h i s h e a r t . " ( I

r . h r o n . 9 : 2 2 - 2 3 ) T h e Q u e e n o f S h e h a h e a r d o f h i s f a m e a n d c a m e t o v i s i t a n d l e f t

s a y i n g , " B e h o l d , t h e h a l f ; ^ s n g t _ t o l d m e ^ . Yo u e x c e e d i n w i s d o m a n d p r o s p e r i t y t h e

r e p o r t w h i c h _ | . h e a r d . " ( I K i n g s 1 0 : 7 ) P o s s i b l y n o j u d g e i n a l l h i s t o r y w a s e v e r s o

e x a l t e d , y e t w e k n o w t h a t i n m a n y r e s p e c t s S o l o m o n w a s i m p e r f e c t a n d f a r f r o m w i s e .

B u t a s a J u d g e , J e s u s C h r i s t w i l l b e p e r f e c t l y , r i g h t e o u s , , w i s e , a n d j u s t . . a n d

i n fi n i t e l y _ m o r e e . x . a l t e d . O f H i m t o o , " t h e h a l f h a s n o t b e e n t o l d ' . "

O n t h e j u d g m e n t d a y , t h e c e n t r a l fi g u r e i n t h e c o u r t r o o m w i l l n o t h e t h e s i n n e r o n

t r i a l , a s i n h u m a n c o u r t s , b u t t h e J u d g e . A 2 1 . _ e y e s w i l l b e h o l d H i m ! A l l e a r s w i l l

h e a r H i m ! A i . l . , l i p 5 w i l l p r a i s e H i m ! " T h e h o n o r o f _ j u d g i n g t h e l i v i n g a n d t h e d e a d

w a s c o n f e r r e d g n _ C h r ^ i . s t _ a s M e d i a t o r _ i n r e w a r d f _ g r H i _ s a t o n i n g . w o r k a n d a s a p a r t o f

H i s k i n g s h i p . I n H i s . r a p a c i t y a s J u d g e _ t p g i C h r i s t i s s a v i n g H i s p e o p l e t o t h e

u t t e r m o s t ; . H e _ c o m p l e t e s t h e i r _ r e d e m p t i o n , j u s t i fi e s t h e m p u b l i c l y , a n d r e m o v e s t h e
l a s t c g n s e g y e n c e s o f s i n , " ( B e r k o f 7 3 2 )

T h e g r a n d p u r p o s e o f h i s t o r y w i l l r e a c h i t s fi n a l c l i m a x o n t h a t d a y . E v e n

d i s o b e d i e n t u n r e p e n t a n t s i n n e r s , a n d S a t a n a n d h i s d e m o n s , w i l l r e c o g n i z e a n d e x a l t

H i m a s t h e R i g h t e o u s J u d g e a l t h o u g h t h e y w i l l n o t s h a r e i n t h e i n h e r i t a i i c e g r a n t e d t o

b e l i e v e r s . H e a v e n s w i l l r i n g w i t h s h o u t s o f " H a l l e l u j a h " a n d s a i n t s w i l l j o i n i n

j o y f u l a n t h e m s o f p r a i s e . . . " W o r t h y i s t h e _ L a m b t h a t , w a s s l a i n t o r e c e i v e p o w e r a n d



r i c h e s a n d w i s d o m a n d _ f f > . i _ 9 h t _ a T } d _ h o n o , r _ ^ d q l p r y a n d _ b l e s s i n q . " T h e n w i l l h e f u l fi l l e d

t o p e r f e c t i o n t h e w o r d s o f P a u l : " G p d _ h j g h l y e x a l t e d H i m ? a n d b e s t o w e d o n H i m t h e n a m e

t h a t i s a b o v e e v e r y n a m e ? t h a t a t t h e n a m e o f J e s u s e v e r y k n e e s h o u l d b o w ? o f t h o s e

w h o _ a r e i n _ h e a v e n ? a n d o n e a r t h ? a n d _ u n d e r t h e e a r t h ? a n d t h a t e v e r y t o n q u e s h o u l d

c o n f e s s t h a t . J e s u s C h r i s t i s L o r d ? ^ _ t p _ t h e g l o r y o f G o d t h e f a t h e r ( P h i 1 . ? : 9 - l l )

C o n c l u s i o n . " D e a r A u n t M a t t : A r e y o u r e a d y f o r t h e j u d g m e n t d a y ? " A q o o d q u e s t i o n .

I t c a r r i e s w i t h i t a w a r n i n g o f t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f u n r e p e n t e d s i n ? a s t i m u l u s t o l i v e

a s n e w c r e a t u r e s i n C h r i s t ? a n d a t r i u m p h a n t c e r t a i n t y o f fi n a l e x o n e r a t i o n b e f o r e t h e

r i q h t e o u s J u d g e w h o H i m s e l f h a s p a i d o u r p e n a l t y. . . t h e d a y w h e n S i n i s e x p o s e d ?
J u s t i c e e x e c u t e c t ? a p c L t h e J u d q e _ e x a l t e d . _ " B e h o l d ? a g r e a t e r t h a n S o l o m o n i s h e r e . "

Day of judgment! day of wonders! Hark! the trumpet's awful sound?
L o u d e r t h a n a t h o u s a n d t h u n d e r s ? S h a k e s t h e v a s t c r e a t i o n r o u n d ?
H o w t h e s u m m o n s W i l l t h e s i n n e r ' s h e a r t c o n f o u n d !

S e e t h e J u d g e ? o u r n a t u r e w e a r i n g ? C l o t h e d i n m a j e s t y d i v i n e ;
You who long for His appearing Then shall say? This God is mine!
G r a c i o u s S a v i o u r ? O w n m e i n t h a t d a y a s t h i n e .

A t H i s c a l l t h e d e a d a w a k e n ? R i s e t o l i f e f r o m e a r t h a n d s e a ?
A l l t h e p o w ' r s o f n a t u r e s h a k e n B y H i s l o o k s ? p r e p a r e t o fl e e .
C a r e l e s s s i n n e r ? W h a t w i l l t h e n b e c o m e o f t h e e ?

B u t t o t h o s e w h o h a v e c o n f e s s e d . L o v e d a n d s e r v e d t h e L o r d b e l o w ,
He will say? Come near? ye blessed? Gee the kingdom I bestow;
Yo u f o r e v e r S h a l l m y l o v e a n d g l o r y k n o w.

J o h n N e w t o n ( Tr i n i t y H y m n a l PA l )
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C H R I S T I f t N C O S T E T I C S

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : T i t u s 2 : 7 - 1 ^ .
Text: " .. .that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in every JC-Ssgect. "
( T i t u s 8 : 1 0 b ) .

Three of our grand-daughters were playing together and decided to dress up. They tied
up their hair...one put on a wig. Lipstick, eye-shadow,naiI-polish, and perfume were
lavishly applied. Long dresses and a mother's nightgowns and high-heeled shoes
completed their costumes as they paraded into the living room and I snapped their
picture. They were simply responding to a normal human instinct to adorn themselves,
so as to look pre t ty and beaut i fu l and a t t rac t i ve to o thers .

Th is was what my fa ther meant when he f requent ly used these words in h is prayers ,
ask ing God " that we may adorn the re l ig ion that we profess. " He had in mind Paul 's
w o r d s t o c e r t a i n C h r i s t i a n s u r g i n g t h a t " t h e y m a y a d o r n t h e d o c t r i n e p f . G o d o u _ r
S a v i o u r i n e v e r y r e s p e c t . " ( T i t u s 2 : 1 0 ) . W i t h t h i s t e x t i n m i n d , l e t ' s t h i n k a b o u t

C e S M E P l C a L e t m e p u t y o u a t e a s e a t o n c e b y s a y i n g t h a t t h i s i s b y n o
m e a n s a d e n u n c i a t i o n o r d i a t r i b e a g a i n s t m o d e r n c o s m e t i c s . . . o r I m i g h t n o t g e t a n y

supper ton ight l The Bib le is not as censor ious in these mat ters as some might th ink.
F o r i n s t a n c e , P e t e r c o m p l e m e n t e d " h o l y w o m e n w h o h o p e d i n G o d " a n d " a d o r n e d

t h e m s e l v e s , b e i n g i n s u b j e c t i o n t o t h e i r h u s b a n d s . "

T h e G r e e k w o r d f o r " a d o r n " i s " k o s m o s , " t h e s a m e w o r d f r o m w h i c h o u r w o r d " c o s m e t i c s "

c o m e s . I t o r i g i n a l l y m e a n t " o r d e r " o r " b e a u t y . " A s a n c i e n t p e o p l e s a w o u r w o r l d a n d
t h e s t a r r y u n i v e r s e i n a p e r f e c t s y s t e m , b e a u t i f u l i n i t s o r d e r a n d a r r a n g e m e n t a s

o p p o s e d t o u t t e r c h a o s , t h e y c a l l e d t h i s h a r m o n i o u s a n d c o m p l e t e s y s t e m t h e " c o s m o s . "
O n a c l e a r n i g h t w e c a n s e e t h i s h a r m o n y , o r d e r , s y m m e t r y , a n d b e a u t y o f G o d ' s

h a n d i w o r k . H e n c e w e t o o c a l l i t t h e " c o s m o s , " a n d s p a c e t r a v e l l e r s a r e s o m e t i m e s
c a l l e d " c o s m o n a u g h t s . " O n e o f o u r c o m m o n fl o w e r s w h i c h i s b e a u t i f u l , f r a g r a n t , a n d

p e r f e c t l y d e s i g n e d w e c a l l " c o s m o s . " S m a l l w o n d e r t h a t t h e B i b l e u s e s t h e s a m e w o r d
t o d e s c r i b e t h e a d o r n m e n t o f t h e Te m p l e i n J e r u s a l e m , o r t h e C h u r c h a d o r n e d a s t h e
b r i d e o f C h r i s t , a n d e v e n t h e a p p e a r a n c e a n d c o n d u c t o f e a c h o f u s C h r i s t i a n s .

A n y t h i n g u s e d t o m a k e a p l e a s i n g a n d a t t r a c t i v e a p p e a r a n c e c a n b e c a l l e d
c o s m e t i c . . . w h e t h e r i t i s t h e t r i m o n a n a u t o m o b i l e , t h e j a c k e t o f a b o o k , n e w s u i t s ,

p r e t t y d r e s s e s , h a i r - d o s , m a k e u p , o r a t h o u s a n d o t h e r t h i n g s . M y d i c t i o n a r y s a y s t h a t
c o s m e t i c s a r e " a n y p r e p a r a t i o n I n t e n d e d t o b e a p p l i e d t o a n y p a r t o f t h e h u m a n b o d y
f o r c l e a n s i n g , b e a u t i f y i n g , p r o m o t i n g a t t r a c t i v e n e s s , o r a l t e r i n g i t s a p p e a r a n c e . "
S o m e t i m e s u s e o f s u c h t h i n g s c a n b e c a l l e d v a n i t y , b u t o n t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e r e i s

s o m e t h i n g h i g h l y c o m m e n d a b l e i n m a k i n g a n o b j e c t o r p e r s o n d e s i r a b l e s o t h a t o t h e r s
w i l l s a y , " I w a n t a c a r l i k e t h a t o n e " o r " I w a n t t o b e l i k e t h a t p e r s o n . "

S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o o u r y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r w a s m a r r i e d . P r e p a r a t i o n s h a d b e e n g o i n g o n
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for months before-hand. The bridal dress was selected and fitted with care. The
bouque of flowers to be carried was ordered from the florist. Hours before the
ceremony she disappeared to be dressed and groomed and the special cosmetics applied
to appeal to the sense of sight and smell. As long as this adorning is for the
approval of the one who deserves her love and has a right to her love the Word of God
not only commands but also commends such adorning. It uses that same word to describe
the Church made ready to meet the approval of the Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. Writing
to the Corinthians Paul says that Christians are (or should be) the ''^.ec^arom.^jof
thu ifnnwleiiqe of Christ in every place" and that "we are a fraqrajice __of^„Chrl5t to
G o d " . . . i n o t h e r w o r d s , l i k e s w e e t p e r f u m e . t h e n a r e
simultaneously whatever makes us pleasing to God and also attractive to all about us,
" t h a t w e m a y a d o r n t h e d o c t r i n e o f G o d o u r S a v i o r i n e v e r y r e s p e c t . "

w a s w r i t t e n l a t e i n P a u l ' s c a r e e r , m a n y t h i n k a f t e r h i s
release from a first imprisonment in Rome. It is likely that he had toured parts of
t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n S e a a n d v i s i t e d t h e i s l a n d o f C r e t e . A s w a s h i s c u s t o m , a f t e r

founding a church there, he sent o thers , usua l ly young d isc ip les , to cu l t iva te ,
organize, and mature the church. Paul then wrote letters to these young evangelists,
such as ou r l e t te rs to Timo thy and Ti tus . We know l i t t l e abou t Ti tus excep t t ha t he
w a s a G r e e k c o n v e r t o f P a u l ' s . G a l a t i a n s 2 t e l l s u s t h a t a g r e a t c o n t r o v e r s y a r o s e
o v e r T i t u s b e c a u s e , a l t h o u g h h e w a s n o t c i r c u m c i s e d a c c o r d i n g t o J e w i s h c e r e m o n i a l

law, Pau l took h im to Jerusa lem as a sor t o f " tes t case" o r "exh ib i t A , " Because o f
T i t u s t h e fi r s t g r e a t g e n e r a l a s s e m b l y o f t h e c h u r c h w a s h e l d i n J e r u s a l e m a n d t h e

Holy Spi r i t led that counc i l to dec lare our Chr is t ian f reedom f rom such laws now that
w e a r e s a v e d t h r o u g h f a i t h i n J e s u s C h r i s t b y t h e g r a c e o f G o d a n d n o t b y a n y w o r k s o f
o u r o w n .

T i t u s h a d e n e r g y , v i g o r , d i s c r e t i o n , a n d t h e a b i l i t y t o m a k e w i s e d e c i s i o n s . H e
d e s e r v e d t o b e a t r u s t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f P a u l i n d e a l i n g w i t h m a n y c h u r c h p r o b l e m s .
P a u l fi r s t s e n t h i m t o C o r i n t h w h e r e t h e c h u r c h w a s d i v i d e d b e c a u s e o f i m m o r a l i t y ,

i r r e v e r e n c e , a n d f a l s e t e a c h i n g . W h i l e c o r r e c t i n g t h e s e c o n c e r n s , T i t u s a l s o
c o l l e c t e d a r e l i e f f u n d f o r s u f f e r i n g C h r i s t i a n s i n J e r u s a l e m . . . s i m u l t a n e o u s j o b s
w h i c h m a n y o f u s w o u l d c o n s i d e r m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e , b u t h e c a r r i e d t h e m o u t

s u c c e s s f u l l y . P a u l m a y h a v e s e n t h i m a s a t r o u b l e - s h o o t e r t o o t h e r p l a c e s t o o , b u t i n
t h i s l e t t e r w e fi n d h i m o n t h e i s l a n d o f C r e t e .

T h i s w a s a d i f fi c u l t a s s i g n m e n t t o o . C e n t u r i e s b e f o r e t h i s , C r e t e h a d a b r i l l i a n t
c i v i l i z a t i o n a s m o d e r n a r c h a e o l o g i s t s h a v e d i s c o v e r e d , b u t n o w h e r p e o p l e w e r e

r e g a r d e d a s b a r b a r o u s a n d c r u d e . T h e y h a d a t e r r i b l e r e p u t a t i o n f o r l a w l e s s n e s s a n d
d i s h o n e s t y , a n d t h e s e t r a i t s e v e n m a d e t r o u b l e i n t h e l i t t l e n e w c h u r c h . P a u l

u n d e r s c o r e d t h i s b a d r e p u t a t i o n i n t h i s l e t t e r ( 1 : 1 2 - 1 3 ) b y q u o t i n g a n a t i v e o f t h e
i s l a n d w h o h a d l i v e d s i x c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e , a f a m o u s s c h o l a r n a m e d E p i m e n i d e s : " O n e o f

t h e m s e l v e s , a p r o p h e t o f t h e i r o w n , s a i d , ' C r e t a n s a r e a l w a y s 1 i a r s , e v i l b e a s t s . , i d l e
g l u t _ ^ n s . ' T h i s t e s t i m o n y i s t r u e . " E v i d e n t l y t h e s e p e o p l e w e r e s o n o t o r i o u s l y
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w i c k e d t h a t P a u l d i d n o t h e s i t a t e t o s a y s o i n w r i t i n g a l e t t e r w h i c h t h e C r e t a n s
w o u l d b e r e a d i n g . H e w a s t h o r o u g h l y d i s g u s t e d w i t h t h e s e p e o p l e w h o c a l l e d t h e m s e l v e s
C h r i s t i a n s b u t s t i l l f o l l o w e d t h e w i c k e d b e h a v i o r p a t t e r n s o f t h e i r n a t i v e i s l a n d e r s .
A s h e w r o t e i n 1 : 1 6 : " T h e y p r o f e s s t o k n o w G o d , b u t b y t h e i r d e e d s t h e y d e n y . H i m ,

b e i n g d e t e s t a b l e a n d d i s o b e d i e n c e , a n d w o r t h l e s s f o r a n y g o o d d e e d . " ( 1 : 1 6 >

1 1 . H o l y L i v i n g ' ^ i s t h e p a r t i c u l a r t h r u s t o f t h i s l i t t l e l e t t e r , a n d t h a t t h o u g h t

pervades each of the three points he drives home. <OnE|| centered around church
o r g a n i z a t i o n . H e d i r e c t e d T i t u s t o s e t u p t h e r i g h t k i n d o f l o c a l l e a d e r s h i p . I n t h e
l i g h t o f t h e e v i l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e p e o p l e o f t h i s i s l a n d , h e i n s i s t e d t h a t t h e e l d e r s
o r b i s h o p s o f t h i s c h u r c h b e a b l e t o t e a c h C h r i s t i a n t r u t h a n d r e f u t e f a l s e t e a c h i n g s
a n d e x h i b i t e x e m p l a r y m o r a l l i v e s . L e a d e r s w h o p r o m o t e c o n f o r m i n g t o t h e c u r r e n t
s t a n d a r d s o f c o n d u c t a s a s u b s t i t u t e f o r G o d - g i v e n p r e c e p t s w o u l d h a v e n o p l a c e i n
P a u l ' s t e a c h i n g . H e k n e w t h a t w i t h l e a d e r s w h o w e r e u p r i g h t , a p u r e a n d h o l y c h u r c h
c o u l d t h r i v e e v e n i n t h e s o r d i d e n v i r o n m e n t o f C r e t e .

t h e a p o s t l e h a d m u c h t o s a y a b o u t s o u n d d o c t r i n e w i t h o u t w h i c h e v e n a

p e l I t L t f o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h t h e b e s t o f l e a d e r s i s m e a n i n g l e s s a n d H f e l ^ s . . . s o m e t h i n g
I f e a r w e P r e s b y t e r i a n s m a y s o m e t i m e s o v e r l o o k i n o u r e m p h a s i s o n s t r u c t u r e , t a b l e o f

o r g a n i z a t i o n , a n d e x p e r t i s e i n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o r l e a d e r s h i p . P a u l u s e s t h e w o r d
fi v e t i m e s . . . " s o u n d d o c t r i n e , " " s o u n d J n t h e f a i t h . " a n d " s o u n d i n s p e e c h . "

I t s u g g e s t s e x a c t l y w h a t t h e d o c t o r m e a n s a f t e r g i v i n g a t h o r o u g h p h y s i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n
a n d t h e n p r o n o u n c i n g t h e p a t i e n t h e a l t h y a n d w h o l e . O n e o f o u r b e s t c o n c i s e
d e c l a r a t i o n s o f s o u n d C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e i s g i v e n i n 3 : A - 7 : " B u t w h e n t h e k i n d n e s s o f
G o d o u r s a v i o r _ a n d H i s l o v e f o r m a n k i n d a p p e a r e d . H e s a v e d u s , n o t o j n _ t h e b a s i s o f
d e e d s w h i c h w e h a v e . d o n e i n r i g h t e o u s n e s s , b u t a c c o r d i n g t o H i s m e r c y , b y _ t h e . w a s h i n g

o f r e g e n e r a t i o n , a n d r e n e w i n g b y t h e H o l y S p i r i t w h o m H e p o u r e d o u t u p o n u s r i c h l y

t h r o u g h J e s u s C h r i s t o u r S a v i o r , t h a t b e i n g i u s t j f j ^ B d b y _ H i x . q r _ 3 c e _ w e . m i q h t ^ b m a d e
h e i r s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e h o p e o f e t e r n a l l i f e . "

But Paul concentrates on h is th i rd i^eme, summed up in th is text : "Adorn the doctr ine
o f G o d p u r s a v i o r i n e v e r y r e s p e c t . " W h a t g o o d d o e s s p l e n d i d o r g a n i z a t i o n , b r i l l i a n t

l e a d e r s h i p , o r t h e m o s t o r t h o d o x t h e o l o g y d o , i f t h e y h a v e b e c o m e t a r n i s h e d ,
u n a t t r a c t i v e , a n d e v e n r e p u l s i v e b e c a u s e t h e y a r e r e p r e s e n t e d b y C h r i s t i a n s w h o f a i l
t o g i v e i t t h e c o s m e t i c t o u c h ? D i d y o u e v e r s e e a m u d - s p a t t e r e d n e w a u t o m o b i l e i n a

d e a l e r ' s s h o w r o o m ? L o o k a t t h e b e a u t i f u l l y d e s i g n e d p a c k a g i n g o f e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e

s u p e r - m a r k e t ! W h a t " a d v e r t i s i n g a p p e a l " d o e s i t h a v e t o c l a i m " I a m a b o r n - a g a i n
C h r i s t , " o r , " I a m a B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g C h r i s t i a n , " o r " I a m a c o n s e r v a t i v e , " o r , " I a m a
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t " w h e n o u r a t t i t u d e s , o u r s p e e c h , o u r b e h a v i o r . . . y e s , e v e n o u r

a p p e a r a n c e , s a y s t o o t h e r s . . . " I f t h a t ' s w h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n i s , I ' l l h a v e n o n e
o f i t ! "

S o m u c h o f t h i s l e t t e r s e e m s t o b e a d d r e s s e d t o t h e c o n d u c t o f s l a v e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e
c o n t e x t o f o u r t e x t , t h a t w e a s s u m e m a n y o f t h e c h u r c h m e m b e r s w e r e s l a v e s .



C h r i s t i a n i t y h a s e v e n t u a l l y h e l p e d t o a b o l i s h t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o f s l a v e r y , b u t P a u l
h e r e s a y s n o t h i n g a b o u t i t s o v e r t h r o w . I n s t e a d h e e x h o r t s s l a v e s t o b e f a i t h f u l ,

o b e d i e n t , s t r i v i n g t o p l e a s e t h e i r m a s t e r s . H i s w o r d s a p p l y j u s t a s w e l l t o e a c h o f
u s i n w h a t e v e r j o b w e h a v e . W i t h t h e g e n e r a l l y l o w m o r a l t o n e o f t h a t i s l a n d , i t i s

l i k e l y t h e s l a v e s t h e r e w e r e o f t h e w o r s t k i n d . W h e n s e r v i n g t h e i r R o m a n m a s t e r s
t h e r e w a s a m p l e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a l l k i n d s o f d i s h o n e s t y a n d d e c e i t . I n t h e fi r s t p a r t
o f t h e v e r s e f r o m w h i c h w e t a k e o u r t e x t P a u l u r g e d s l a v e s t o b e " w e l I - p l e a s i n q , n o t

n o t p i l f e r i n q t b u t s h o w i n g a l l g o o d f a i t h t h a t t h e y m a y a d o r n t h e
d o c t r i n e o f G o d o u r S a v i o r i n e v e r y r e s p e c t . " T h e a p o s t l e a s k e d e v e n t h e l o w e s t a n d
m o s t h e l p l e s s c l a s s o f s o c i e t y , i n a w i c k e d a n d d e s o l a t e p a r t o f t h e w o r l d , t o " a d i J . r n
t h e d o c t r i n e . " W e C h r i s t i a n s a r e n o t t o m a k e e x c u s e s f o r o u r b e h a v i o r b e c a u s e o f

h e r e d i t y , e n v i r o n m e n t , o r a d v e r s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s !

fwn^f'iyyyBaoiteggllCtmCATlCii of Paul's words to Titus can never be over-emphasired.
" A d o r n t h e d o c t r i n e " . . . m a k e y o u r C h r i s t i a n f a i t h s o b e a u t i f u l t h a t e v e r y o n e w i l l w a n t
i t t o o . O n e B i b l e t e a c h e r i l l u s t r a t e s i t t h u s : " H e r e i s a p i e c e o f m u s i c . I t a k e i t

u p a n d l o o k a t i t . I n o t i c e t h a t t h e m a r k s u p o n t h e p a g e a r e d a r k e r a n d t h i c k e r h e r e ,
a n d m o r e s t r a g g l i n g t h e r e . I a m t o l d i t i s a w o n d e r f u l p i e c e o f m u s i c , b u t I c a n n o t

c o m p r e h e n d i t . P r e s e n t l y s o m e o n e c o m e s a n d t a k e s t h e p i e c e o f m u s i c , a n d p l a y s i t

u p o n a n i n s t r u m e n t ; a n d s o t h e p l a y e r a d o r n s t h e m u s i c . T h e p l a y e r d o e s n o t c o m p o s e
i t , i s q u i t e u n e q u a l t o c o m p o s i n g i t , b u t h e p l a y s i t , i n t e r p r e t s i t , a d o r n s i t , t o
h i s f e l l o w m a n w h o h a s n o k n o w l e d g e o f i t . T h i s i s t h e g r e a t b u s i n e s s o f t h e
Chr is t ian Church , to adorn the doc t r ine . We canno t c rea te the doc t r ine , the doc t r ine
i s c rea ted ; bu t t he Chu rch i s t o ado rn t h i s g rea t mys te ry o f god l i ness by l i v i ng i t .
T h a t i s t h e s u p r e m e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e C h u r c h . " ( C a m p b e l l M o r g a n ) .

N o w t h e r e a r e a l l k i n d s o f g o o d t h i n g s w e c a n a n d s h o u l d d o a s C h r i s t i a n s . . . s u c h a s

working for the Red Cross, helping orphans, feeding the poor, donating blood, meals on
w h e e l s . . . a l l o f u s c a n p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e s e t h i n g s . B u t e v e n m o r e P a u l i s t a l k i n g
about the qual i ty of our l ives by which we give beauty and meaning to the th ings we
s a y w e b e l i e v e i n o u r C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n . H e l p i n g w i t h t h e R e d C r o s s b u t f a i l u r e i n
b e i n g t h o u g h t f u l a n d k i n d t o o u r n e x t d o o r n e i g h b o r s d o e s n o t a d o r n o u r d o c t r i n e .
Contr ibut ing generously to the communi ty chest whi le we are mean and fussy wi th the
s t o r e c l e r k d o e s n ' t e i t h e r. A n d e s p e c i a l l y i f , w h i l e w e a r e d o i n g s o m e t h i n g i n t h e
name o f the church , we express no joy on our faces , no concern fo r the fee l ings o f

o t h e r s , n o w i l l i n g n e s s t o l e t o t h e r s t a k e t h e fi r s t p l a c e s , n o h u m i l i t y i n a l l o w i n g
o t h e r s t o p r o fi t e v e n t h o u g h w e s u f f e r p e r s o n a l l o s s o r s u f f e r i n g . . . t h e n w e a r e n o t
adorn ing our doc t r ine ! God wants a p leas ing f ragrance. . .no t jus t the oppos i te !

The ornaments which adorn the br ide are not for the purpose of at t ract ing at tent ion to
t h e m s e l v e s . . . t h e v a r e t o c o n t r i b u t e t o s h o w i n g o f f t h e b e a u t v o f t h e b r i ^ . We a r e
t h e o r n a m e n t s m a k i n g t h e d o c t r i n e o f G o d . . . y e s e v e n o u r S a v i o r , t h e L o r d J e s u s
C h r i s t . . . a t t r a c t i v e t o o t h e r s . N o t e t h a t P a u l s a y s t h a t t h i s " a d o r n i n g s h o u l d b e " i n

and " in al l th ings." He is not ta lk ing about dressing up only for



special occasions while normally being sloppy, poorly groomed, and unattractive. The
Apostle was not interested in just a Sundav-go-agetinQ religion! The Christian must
rad ia te a l l t he t ime by a t t i t udes and conduc t the j oy and beau ty o f t he new l i f e he
h a s f o u n d i n C h r i s t . T h i s i s " a d o r n i n g t h e d o c t r i n e . "

There is one other place in the Bible where this same word for "adorn" is used, but i t
i s t r a n s l a t e d i n o u r B i b l e a s " t r i m m e d . " " W h e n t h e L o r d s p o k e o f t h e w i s e a n d f o o l i s h
v i r g i n s , a n d d e c l a r e d t h a t a t m i d n i g h t t h e c r y w e n t o u t , ' B e h o l d t h e b r i d e g r o o m
cpmeth , ' He sa id t ha t ' t hey t r immed the i r l amps . ' ' Tr immed" i s t he same word as i s
t r a n s l a t e d ' a d o r n ' i n o u r t e x t . T h a t m e a n t t r i m m i n g o f f t h a t b l a c k s o o t y c a r b o n t h a t
f o r m s o n t h e w i c k a n d p r e v e n t s i t f r o m g i v i n g a c l e a n b r i g h t l i g h t w h e n l i t .

' A d o r n i n g ' m a y n o t j u s t m e a n a p p l y i n g c o s m e t i c s o r p u t t i n g o n g o o d c l o t h e s . . . i t m a y
m e a n a p p l y i n g w a s h c l o t h a n d s o a p a n d w a t e r . . . e x a c t l y w h a t P a u l w a s u r g i n g t h e

C h r i s t i a n s o f C r e t e t o d o i n p u t t i n g a w a y a l l t h e w i c k e d t h i n g s w h i c h s o i l e d t h e i r

a b i l i t y t o s h i n e f o r C h r i s t . A w i c k i s s n u f f e d s o t h a t t h e fl a n e b u r n b r i g h t e r ;
a n d i n p r o p o r t i o n a s t h a t p o o r c a r b o n o f o u r l i f e k n o w s t h e p r i n c i p l e o f t h e C r o s s ,
w h i c h i s t h e s n u f fi n g o f t h e w i c k , w e a d o r n t h e d o c t r i n e . " ( C a m p b e l l ) .

C O N C L U S I O N . P a u l k n e w h o w d i f fi c u l t i t i s t o a d o r n t h e d o c t r i n e , a n d i n c l u d e d h i m s e l f
a s o n e w h o n e e d e d t o d o s o . I n 3 : 3 h e w r o t e : " F o r w e a l s o o n c e w e r e f o o l i s h ,
d i s o b e d i e n t , d e c e i v e d , s e r v i n g d i v e r 5 _ . l u 5 t s a n d p l e a s u r e s , l i v i n g i n m a l i c e a n d e n v y ,
h a t e f u l , h a t i n g o n e , a n o t h e r . " B u t h e r e c o g n i z e d t h a t " b y t h e w a s h i n g o f r e g e n e r a t i o n
a n d r e n e w i n g b y t h e H o l y S p i r i t ' ( v . 5 ) w e h a v e t h e p o w e r f r o m G o d t o " a d o r n t h e
d o c t r i n e . " O n e o f t h e g l o r i e s o f t h e G o s p e l i s t h a t i t c a n t a k e w i c k e d s l a v e s a n d

p r o u d P h a r i s e e s a n d t r a n s f o r m t h e m i n t o o b e d i e n t , h o n e s t , c h a s t e , s o b e r , h u m b l e a n d
l o v i n g m e n a n d w o m e n w h o o b e y t h e w o r d s o f t h e M a s t e r i n M a t t . 5 : 1 6 : " £ v e n s o l e t y o u r
l i g h t s h i n e b e f o r e m e n ; t h a t t h e y m a y s e e y o u r g o o d w o r k s , a n d g l o r i f y y o u r F a t h e r w h o

i s i n h e a v e n . " E l s e w h e r e P a u l t o l d u s t o " b e c o m e b l a m e l e s s a n d h a r m l e s s , c h i l d r e n p j f
G o d w i t h o u t b l e m i s h i n t h e m i d s t o f a c r o o k e d a n d p e r v e r s e g e n e r a t i o n . a m g n c j . _ _ w h o m . y e
a r e s e e n a s H g h t s i n t h e w o r l d . " G o d g r a n t t h a t o u r l i v e s m a y b e t o H i s t r u t h b e f o r e
a l l m e n w h a t o r n a m e n t s . . . c o s m e t i c s i f y o u p l e a s e . . . a r e t o t h e b r i d e . " T h a t w p m a y
a d o r n t h e d o c t r i n e o f G o d o u r S a v i o r i n a l l t h i n g s . "

S o l e t o u r l i p s a n d l i v e s e x p r e s s
T h e h o l y G o s p e l w e p r o f e s s ;

S o l e t o u r w o r k s a n d v i r t u e s s h i n e ,
To p r o v e t h e d o c t r i n e a l l d i v i n e .

T h u s s h a l l w e b e s t p r o c l a i m a b r o a d
T h e h o n o r s o f o u r S a v i o r G o d ,

W h e n H i s s a l v a t i o n r e i g n s w i t h i n ,
A n d g r a c e s u b d u e s t h e p o w e r o f s i n .
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