
S c r i p t u i ^ : P h i l 1 : 1 - 3 0

'jijy^
Te x t : " . . . i n v i e w o f y o u r p a r t i c i p a t i o n ( f e l l o w s h i p ! ) i n t h e ( j o s p e l f r o m t h e
fi r s t d a y u n t i l n o w . " P h i l . 1 : 5

P h i l i p p i a n s i s t h e c l o s e s t P a u l c a m e t o w r i t i n c ^ n i p v n i P t t o r T o d a y w e c o n s i d e r
a f e w r a n d o m t ] \ o u g h t s f r o m t h e fi r s t c h a p t e r . T h e u n i f y P p p n i p n ^ p n r b r i n p i n ^ h i s
i d e a s t o ^ j e t h e r w a s P a u l ' s fi r m b e l i e f t h a t w i t h h i s r e a d e r s h e f o r m e d a
< ;h in in the Cosne 1 . " f . - i Th is s tudy shou ld he lp us to see tha t a l l the apparen t ly
u n r e l a t e d a s p e c t s o f o u r l i v e s , i n c l u d i n f r t h e p e o p l e w i t h w h o m w e d e a l w h e t h e r
h o s t i l e o r f r i e n d l y , c a n b e H o d ' s w a y o f w o r k i n g o u t H i s p u r p o s e s . O u r p a r t i s
t o s e e w h e r e w e fi t i n t o t h e p u z z l e ^ a n d t o h e l p r e l a t e a l l t h o s e i r r e g u l a r
p i e c e s w h i c h a d j o i n u s i n t o t h e t o t a l p i c t u r e G o d h a s d e s i g n e d ,

Philippi had been foiind*:̂ several centuries before, and named for the father of
A l e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t . I t w a s a r o a d c e n t e r w i t h g r e a t c o m m e r c i a l a c t i v i t y . R e
c e n t l y R o m e d e s i g n a t e d i t a s a c o l n n y f o r m i l i t a r y p u r p o s e s . R o m e h a d a p r a c t i c e
o f send ing 300 loya l a rmy ve te rans w i th the i r fami l ies to l i ve a t foca l po in ts in
t h e i r f a m o u s h i g h w a y s y s t e m . S u c h o u t p o s t s g r e a n t l y e n h a n c e d t h e s t a b i l i t y a n d
S££.urity of the empire. To be a colonv was an Ji^inox., a recognition of loyal ser
v i c e . T o o b a d t h a t i n r e c e n t t i m e s " c o l o n i a l i s m " i s a b a d w o r d ! T h e s e c o l o n i e s
w e r e l i t t l e " R o m e _ s . " t o o k p r i d e i n R o m a n c i t i z e n s h i p , r e t a i n e d R o m a n l a n g u a g e a n d
c u s t o m s a n d n e v e r d r e a m e d o f b e i n g " i n d i g e n i z e d " i n t o l o c a l c u l t u r e . W h e n P a u l
w r o t e i n P h i l . 3 : 2 0 : " Yo u a r e a c o l o n v o f h e a v e n . " h i s r e a d e r s k n e w t h a t j u s t a s
Romans never forgot they were Romans wherever 'tliey lived, so Christians must not
f o r g e t t h a t o u r c i t i z e n s h i p i s i n h e a v e n . I t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t P a u l s h o u l d
u s e s o m u c h m n r t i a l l a n g u a g e i n t h i s l e t t e r t o a c i t y o f v e t e r a n s , a l t h o u g h m u c h
o f t h a t i s l o s t i n o u r E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n .

S a m a n d E i l e e n M o f f e t t h a v e w r i t t e n a l i t t l e b o o k l e t o n P h i l i p p i a n s c a l l e d , " J o v
f r . y r t n " T h e fi r s t c h a p t e r i s e n t i t l e d : " T r o v h ) e d _ " T h e y
point out that i t was an age of extremes of wealth and poverty. Nero could spend
$175,000 on Egyptian roses for one party ivhile three-fourths of Rome were slaves.
£xjjne„ and vice flourished. Immense changes were taking place, especially the sub
stitution 6T"Tb t a 1 i t ar i an for repnbl i government. Paul spoke of Jesus as the
"Tinmp..wM.cli is above.e.v.cry name" in the context of an abgnlnte Hi rtatnrcihip which
t o l e r a t e d r r o r i v a l . E a r l i e r i n P h i l i p p i a n d a g a i n n o w i n R o m e , P a u l w a s a v i c t i m
o f th is . H is readers a lso knew persec tu t ion , phys ica l and menta l su f fe r ing , and
a l l t h e a t t e n d a n t a n x i e t i e s . . . b u t s a y s t h e A p o s t l e , " I n u n t h i u g b e . ^ n x i X j U S . "

T h e r e a r e f o u r t h e m e s w e c o n s i d e r t n t h i s c h a p t e r : s e r v a n t s ;
Bre th ren ; ^^^A persona l d i lemma; and ^^^Pear f r iends .

L P o n d s e r v a n t s . T h i s l e t t e r b e g i n s : " P a u l a n d T i m n r h y. b o n d - s e r v a n t s , o . £ J e s o s
T T i e e l,^Xis. t . ■ ihe e lder apost le graciously inc luded young Timothy as an equal in thei i

a b s o l u t e l o y a l t y a s s e r v a n t s o f C h r i s t . P a u l i s t o t a l l y c o m m i t t e d t o C h r i s t .
H e w i l l f o r f e i t a n y p e r s o n a l a d v a n t a g e f o r C h r i s t . Q J - ) e d i c n c e t o C h r i s t a t e v e r y
l e v e l w a s a s m u c h a p a r t o f P a u l ' s p e r s o n a l i t y a s w a s t h e o b e d i e n c e o f a s l a v e t o
e v e r y w h i m o f h i s R o m a n m a s t e r . T h e d i f f e r e n c e w a s t h a t P a u l w a s a b o n d - s e r v a n t
v o l u n t a r i l y . H e c o u l d a f fi r m : " T h e l o v e p f C h p i ^ t ^ i i o n t r o l s m e . "

T h e A p o s t l e ' s r e f e r e n c e t o h i m s e l f a s a b o n d - s e r v a n t a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y r e fl e c t e d
h i s p h y s i c a l s t a t u s a s a n r i s o n c - r o f t h e R o m a n E m p i r e . H i s r e a d e r s k n e A c o f h i s
b r i e f c o n fi n e m . e n t i n s t o e l i s i n t h e i r l o c a l j a i l . H e r e f e r s t o h i s p r e s e n t i m p r i s o r
m e n t i n v e r s e s 7 . 1 2 - 1 4 ^ 1 7 . a n d 1 9 . P o r a m a n a s a c t i v e a s P a u l , c o n fi n e m e n t w a ;
a r e a l h a x d ^ i U - p . E v e n t h o u g h a l l o w e d t o l i v e i n h i s o w n r e n t e d h o u s e w i t h r o u n d -
t h e - c l o c k R o m a n g u a r d s , h e s t i l l m u s t h a v e l o n g e d t o b e o u t o n t h e s t r e e t s o f
Rome, or in i ts magnificent amph_it l^atres. or s_cJiaal5 of learning, in order to
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b r ing th is g rea t c i t y to Chr is t , l i e b rave ly hoped fo r "ceJ j^as^ , bu t he rea l l y
could have no way of knowing what the raprin'nn^ Pomnn prnpfv-rnr would do.

Ve r s e 1 3 s h o w s t h a t a m i s s i n n a j v i n c o n fi n e m e n t w a s s t i l l a m i s s i o n a r y. P a u l h a d
l e a r n e d i n w h a t e v e r s t a t e h o w a s , t h e r e w i t h t o b e c o n t e n t ( 4 : 11 ) b u t t h a t d i d n o t
m e a n i d l e n e s s . R a t h e r i t w a s a c h a n c e t o p r e a c h C h r i s t t o " t h e w h o l e n m e t n r i a n

tTPmrprvnne ^ ^ " The p rae to r ian guard w i th the^ Imper ia l guard , the
el i te p icked body of ten thousand t roops, wi th contacts among the h ighest po l i t i
c a l c i r c l e s o f t h e F m p i r e . h i k e m o s t s o l d i e r s , t h e s e g u a r d w e r e r o t a t e d r e g u l a r l y
Assigned one month to Paul^ the next month a soldier might be stationed in the
imperial palace, supreme c/urt, senate, or some vital military post... carrying a-
long the faith ^he^J caughljFrom Paul. How do you suppose it felt to be on the
other end of a chain from Paul, one end locked to the arm of each? Which was the
r e a l p r i s o n e r ? I f e v e r t h e r e w a s a g a p t h v e a u d i e n c e , P a u l h a d o n e ! A n d h o w h e
l i k e d t o t a l k . . . a b o u t h i s C D j m y ^ s i o n , a b o u t C h r i s t . h i s j t r a v e l s , h i s c i u i x c i i fi s , h i s

. . . . „ . . . . .Cb^- ist ian f r i^ds. Such a^,ct i r iohs pr isoner was the ta lk of Rome and was vis i ted
b y t h e c u r i o u s a n d i n q u i r i n g a s w e l l a s o l d f r i e n d s . A l l d e p a r t e d k n o w i n g C h r i s t
b e t t e r . . . w h i l e t h e g u a r d h a d t o s i t a n d l i s t e n , ^ ^ a n y h a d t h e i r h e a r t s c h a n g e d ,
and cou ld no t keep qu ie t abou t i t when o rde red t o a new ass i gnmen t .

N o n e o f u s i s i m p r i s o n e d a s w a s P a u l , b u t w e a r e " l o c k e d " i n t o v a r i o u s s i t u a t i o n s
by c i rcumstances wh ich God has ar ranged. When we are bpnd 'S^ '^ 'v^T^ tc ; o f Chr is t , no
s i t u a t i o n i s h o p e l e s s , n o s i t u a t i o n i s w i t h o u t Q a a a r t u n i t y . n o s i t u a t i o n i s b e y o n d
G o d ' s p o w e r t o u s e u s c t o w i t n e s s .

2. ^therlVretlu^^. We refer to other brethren in Pome, many of whom are named in
Romans sixteen. At the end of Philippians, Paul mentions "t;,he hrethren who apQ

j j d l b . m . ^ " c a l l i n g t h e m s a i n t s . S o m e w e r e " t h o s e o f C a e s a r ' s h o u s h o l d " . a n a l m o s t
certain proof tliat even in the royal palaces there Avere -Tellow believers in Christ
p e r h a p s i n fl u e n c e d d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y b y P a u l h i m s e l f .

There were tAsfo kinds of brethren. Some found insp/t^ation to stronger Christian
witness because of Paul's prison example. "Most of the brethren^ trusting in^JJje
L o x d . b e c a u s e o f m y m m n r i s o n m e n t . h a v e f a r m o r e c o u r a g e t n t . b ' n w o r d . o £ , G a d
wi thriPt. .fear. " (vs . These brethren preached Christ "out of 1 nvp . knowing that
■T am appointed for the defense^ of t l ie gpspel (vs. 16). Here is something for
missionaries to remember: ^_jDmetimes success is measured by the love and qourage
and d i l igence to proc la im Chr is t that i ^e are ab le to insp i re in o thers , ra ther tha]
by wha tever immed ia te success A \ -e may have ou rse lves . Pau l thanked God For th i s .

But there were ot l ier brethren who preached Chr is t f rom "enw and <; t r i fp . " . IS) ,
and out o f se lfish ambi t ion, ra ther than f rom pure mot ives, th ink ing to cause
Paul d i S t r e_5.s in his imp r i s onme nt. " (vs . 17) The Av'ord here translated "selfish am
b i t i o n , i s s o m e t i m e s r e n d e r e d " p a r t i s a n s h i n " o r " c o n t e n t i o n . " O r i g i n a l l y i t w a s
not a bad w;or.d a t a l l , " i t s imp ly meant Avork ing fo r pay. Bu t the man Avho Avorks
f o r p a y w o r k s f r ® m a v e r y l o w m o t i v e . S o i t c a m e t o m e a n a r a r e e r i s t , o u t f o r o f
fi c e t o m a g n i f y h i m s e l f . H e n c e i t c a m e t o b e c o n n e c t e d w i t h p _ o l i t i c s . a n d t o m e a n
canvassing for office wi th sel f -seeking and selFish ambi11 on." fParr1 ay p. 28). So
t h e s e R o m a n p r e a c h e r s w e r e e n h a n c i n g t h e i r o w n p r e s t i g e a n d t o u n d e r m i n e P a u l ' s
influence Airhile he A\ras in prison! Already the church Avas beset Avith those A^ho
craved a folloAv^ing, loved the lime-light, and gloried in titles and control! They
A\'ere not hj^retics or .Iudai.i£js. bur~p^iticians. jealous of Paiil's influence and
r e p u t a t i o n . B y a d d i n g g r i e f a n d d i s t r e s s o v e r t h e s t a t e o f t h e c h u r c h t o h i s o t h e :
p r o b l e m s t h e y A v e r e m a k i n g h i s i m p r i s o n m e n t m o r e d i f fi c u l t .

Well, the church hasn't changed much since. s a missionary I knoA\f hoAv much dis
t r e s s c a n b e c a u s e d b y t h o s e w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h . . . o f t e n m u c h m o r e t h a n t h a t c a u s e d
by those ou ts ide . We s t i l l have po l i t i ck in " . ambi t ion fo r ppr^noq l pnv ;o r and con-
t_rgl, craving for high office, I saw this same process at A^ork tA\'o days ago at a
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c h u r c h a f f a i r n o t f a r f r o m h e r e w h e r e s o m e w h e e l i n g a n d d e a l i n g i n p r e p a r a t i o n
f o r t h e f a l l G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y m e e t i n g w a s g o i n g o n . B u t e v e n i n h i s g r i e f o v e r t h i s
Pau l cou ld re jo i ce : "Kha t thpn , p t i ] y t l i n t jP PY^TY ^ whe ther i n n re tense o r i n
t r u t h . r h r i < ; t i s P r o c l a i m e d : a n d i n t h i s I r e j o i c e , y e s , a n d . T w i l l . r , e j Q i c e " ( v s I S
Here was a great soul re joic ing that God can turn even such m^rthv instruments
i n t o p r o c l a i m e r s o f t h e G o s p e l . A s h e s a w i t , e v e r y t h i n g i s s o l o n g a s t h e
Gospel is preached.. .but his part is to continue to—eya 11 ,Ghri s-t with boldness,
( v s . 2 0 ) . T h e v a l u a b l e p o i n t f o r u s i n t h i s i s : " D o n ' t g e t s o d i s t u r b e d o v e r
wha t some o the r chu rch l eade rs a re do ing , t ha t you f o rge t you r own ohT i na t i on o r
n e g l e c t t h e o n n o r t u n i t i e s G o d g i v e s y o u ! "

3. Aner^onc^J^^mmg^. All of us are familiar with verse 21: "Ppr to r']o. tp
1 <; rhris^^^nrT^^?.is gain." At the end of thelast verse, Paul noted, "Ho mat
t e r w h a t o t h e r p r e a c h e r s a r e d o i n g , m y e a r n e s t e x p e c t a t i o n a n d h o p e i s t o ^ a , l t
C ] l X - L S . t w h e t h e r I l i v e o r d i e . " " P x p e c t m - i n n " m e a n s l i t e r a l l y " s t r e t c h i n g o u t t h e
h e a d . " P a u l w a s l o o k i n g o u t e a g e r l y t o s e e w h a t G o d h a d i n s t o r e f o r h i m n e x t .
For a man in prison, the alternatives were very they were ^.^ath or 1 if e.
P a u l c o u l d s e e a d v a n t a g e s e i t h e r w a y .

I f h e l i v e d . h e c o u l d c o n t i n u e p r e a c h i n g C h r i s t , h e c o u l d l i v e i n t h e i o y o f k n o A s ^ -
i n g C h r i s t , h e c o u l d f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n h i s r e a d e r s . I f h e h e w o u l d g o t obe with Christ, something he could anti^nate Avith Imiging. The latter was by farthe eaa^r and happier alternative in tHe l^g run. But he believed God ivanted k
h i m t o l i v e s o t h a t " 1 . S h ' l j . l — X . e j i a i n a n d c o n t i n u e w i t h y n p a l l y n n r p r n a r c g * ; s
and i oy i n t he flesh . " He l ooked f on \ ' a rd t o ano the r v i s i t i n Ph i l i pp i !

We usually think of this verse when a person is ycLry ^ ck, knowing that in God's
p r o v i d e n c e h e c o u l d e i t h e r b e c u r e d t o s e r v e , o r c o u l d d i e a n d h e r e l i e v e d o f i n
tense pa in . We though t o f i t du r ing Mrs . Garbe r ' s l as t hou rs . Bu t ac tua l l y t he
verse has more to do with our outlook at any t ime. I want to emphasize just one
a s p e c t o f t h i s . T h e r e i s a l w a y s t h e d a n g e r t h a t A ^ e C h r i s t i a n s w i l l l o o k f o r t h e
easy way out . Somet imes i t 's ca l led a cop-out . Th ings are rough a l l over and
its so easy to interpret God's Avill our oAvn A^'av and drop all the hot potatoes,
push the responsibilites on someone else, give some sort of excuse...an^hing to
shuck off the burdens with A\di ich God has seen fit to load us. Perhaps the alter
native of is not quite s_o__i:£^3 to us as it was to Paul facing pus^jjil^^xe-
cu-^ion, but the pressure to take the easier A\'ay is alAvays present. But Pa/ul^e-
f u s e d t o h o p e f o r t h e e a s i e s t w a y. F o r h i m t o l i v e i s C h r i s t a n d s i n c e a t t h e m o
ment Cod Avilled that alternative, he was determined to "live^it up" in the very
b e s t s e n s e o f t h a t e x p r e s s i o n . . . b e c a u s e h e w a s l i v i n g u p h i s l i f e f o r C h r i s t !

4 . P a u l ' s e v i d e n t d e e p a f f e c t i o n f o r t h e P h i l i p p i a n C h r i s t i a n s A v a s
expressed of ten. He is thankful for "every remon|bQrg,p^p qf vny 'Tvs. 3) . They
Avere lii.£L.p.ar.tners in..the,„Qc»5.p£.l,; .and participafits even in his prison sufferings.
H i s s t r o n g e s t s t a t m e n t o f l o v e i s i n v e r s e 8 : " F o r G n d i s . m v w i t n e s s , h o w I l o n g
■C o x ^ y o u A ^ ' i t l i a l l t h e a f f e c t i o n o f C h r i s t J e s u s . "

W h e n p e o p l e a r c g o o d , f x i n n d s , A d i e n t h e y r e a l l y h a v e t h e k i n d o f a f f e c t i o n a n d l o v e
expressed here, then they can say things to each other that would not be possible
o t h e r A v i s e , S o P a u l h a d h i m s f t l ^ f a b o u t l i i s i m n r i s o n m e n t , b i s s u f f e r i n g s ,
his opportunities to witness^his problems witli brethren who had the wrong motives
H e c o u l d q u i t e o p e n l y t e l l t h e m o f t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f a g r a v e f u t u r e f o r h i m s e l f
I n s h a r i n g a l l t h e s e t h i n g s w i t h h i s d e a r f r i e n d s h e p o i n t s t o G o d ' s h a n d a t w o r k ,
and re jo ices in h is oppor tun i t ies to exa l t Chr is t Asr i th h is p reach ing . Aga ins t t l i e
background of these strong affection personal t ies, hoAv* does the beloved pastor
t e n d e r l y s p e a k t o h i s p h i l i p p i a n f r i e n d s ?

He says, "Qjl.J,y conduct yourselves in a manner A^'orthy of the gp^_el ,of nir.ist."(27)
" D o n ' t Av ' a i t u n t i l I a m A ^ i t h y o u p h y s i c a l l y. . . k e e p y o u r u n i t y a n d l o v e a n d C h r i s t i a
conduct above reproach. Remember that Avhatever sufferings you experience are wha\
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you sh&re with irie for Christ's sake. Let ny experience he an exHinple to you."
• = : ^ T h e t r e m e n d o u s f i t r e n j r j ^ j t h e n i n j r v a l u e o f P a u l c o u l d s a y t h i sand the Philippian^'^e4=c- listen because of the real love between them. This is

the strength of the Christian fellowship, the ChrisjM.an Church. All together,
apostles and people, brethren good and not so good, were narticipatts. in God'swork. The verjp in verse 27 means literally "be worthy citizens". Khat Rome ex
pected of her c i t izens abroad, God expects o f the c i t izens of H is k ingdom. Invo l
v e m e n t i n t h e s i t u a t i o n w h e r e w e l i v e , i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h f e l l o w C h r i s t i a n s f a r a n d
n e a r , i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e G o s p e l . P a u l w a n t s t h e P h i l i p p i a n s
b y w o r d a n d c o n d u c t t o b e h i s p a r t n e r s i n t h e G o s p e l .

y ^ D o n ' t l e t c i r c u m s t a n c e s H i k e i m n r i s o n m e n t ^ r - r a m n v n n - r i
4 - P o n ' t l e t w h a t o t h e r C h r i s t i a n * ; i l n f r o m w r o n g m n t i v e c r a n ^ P r l i 1
3 - n n n ' t l e t a n v t h i n p t e m n t v o n t o t n k e t h e e n g v w a v m i t . . I i v p f o r r h r i c ; t l
- y - n n l v c o n d u c t v o u r s e I v e « ; i n n m a n n e r w n r t h v o f t h e n n < ; T . e 1 n f r h r i « ; t !

T h e n v o u t o o a r e t r u l y i n a n a r t n e r s h i n i n t h e G r x ^ n f ^ l w i t h m ^ !
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0£. MEN

S c r i g t u r e . R e t i n a : P h i l i p p i a n s 2 : 5 - 1 1 ; G a l a t i a n s
Te x t : " H e e x i s t e d i n t h e f o r m o f G o d . . . b u t e m p t i e d H i m s e l f , t a k i n g t h e f o r m o f a
b o n d - s e r v a n t b e i n g m a d e i n t h e l i k e n e s s o f G o d . " P h i l i p p i a n s 2 : 6 - 7

Several weeks ago at a special Christmas music program at the Grove Park Inn in

Asheville sponsored by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Team, Cliff Barrows told this
l i t t l e s to ry. A t an e lemen ta ry schoo l nea r t he coas t , ch i l d ren we re p repa r i ng
Christmas gifts to give to their teacher. One little boy knew that his teacher loved
to co l l ec t sea she l l s . To p lease he r, he though t o f a p lace a t cons ide rab le d i s tance

where unusually large and beautiful shells could be found. Bo he walked that long
distance and found exact ly what he wanted and presented i t to h is teacher. She knew

tha t such she l l s cou ld be found in on ly one p lace and exc la imed : "What a beau t i fu l

shel l for a g i f t ! And what a long t r ip you had to make to find i t for me!" The
little boy replied, "The long trip was part of the gift!" At Christmas we remember,
that part of the gift we have received was the lonq trlE o*-"" Savior!

In Philippians chapter two, the Apostle Paul wrote of that "long.trip" hy which
C h r i s t J e s u s w h o h a d e x i s t e d i n t h e f o r m o f G o d v o l u n t a r i l y c a m e t o o u r w o r l d a n d t o o k

the form of a servant. He who had been equal with God assumed both the l ikenes5_gf

men and the appearance of man. Th is great event o f h is tory is known as the
Inca rna t i on wh i ch means l i t e ra l l y t o " t ake on human flesh . " He re i s t he wonde r and

the splendor of Christmas! From Sovereign to Servant was indeed a lonq jrip, and an

important part of that perfect gift offered as a sacrifice for the sins of this world
on the cross thirty-three years later. That long .trip was the combined effort of the
three persons of the Trinity...God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
God the Fa ther God the Son Went ; God the Ho ly Sp i r i t was the AGENT.

I . GOD THE FATHER SENT. Somet imes in our concent ra t ion on the idramat ic and

romantic aspects of the birth of Christ, we may even forget God the Father, whose part
in that event should be central . L ike the angels we should be s inging, "Glg.ry_tq GOD

IN THE HIGHEST." His was the purpose, His was the plan, His was the preparation.

.X, What was God's purpose? His purpose was rooted in His love, His desire to
r e d e e m H i s c h i l d r e n f r o m s i n , t o r e s t o r e t h e m t o f e l l o w s h i p w i t h H i m s e l f , a n d

ultimately to demonstrate His true holy and righteous and just nature before all the
universe. "Bv this the love of God was manifested in us, that.God has sent His only
bego t t en Son i n t o t he wo r l d so t ha t we m igh t l i ve t h rough H im . I n t h i s . i s l o ve , no t

that we loved God, but .that .loved us and sent His Son to be the propiatign for our
s i n s . " ( 1 J o h n ^ f : 9 - 1 0 ) H e r e i s a m y s t e r y w e c a n n e v e r f a t h o m . . . s o m e t h i n g A l m i g h t y G o d



purposed before the foundat ion of the world.

A l e c J k d U i n " A e A - c j c r k
What was His plan? ^His plan was to provide a perfect solution, a perfect

sacrifice, a perfect Savior. That plan was announced throuqh prophets and saints lonq
before the fi rs t Chr is tmas. Jesus H imse l f quo ted one o f them on the occas ion o f H is

fi r s t s e r m o n i n N a z a r e t h , H i s h o m e t o w n :

T h e S p i r i t o f t h e L o r d i s u p o n M e «
B e c a u s e h e a n p i n t e d _ M e t o p r e a c h t h e G o s p e l . t o _ t h e p o o r,
He has sent Me to .proclaim, release . to .the captives,
And . recpY®Cy of s ight Jo . t^ _b l ind,
To se t f ree those whp_ a re dqwnt r j j dden ,
T o p r o c l a i m t h e f a v o r a b l e y e a r o f t h e L o r d / ' ( L u k e ^ : 1 8 - 1 9 )

A l l t h e e v e n t s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e b i r t h , t h e m i n i s t r y, t h e d e a t h , t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n a n d

the exa l ta t ion o f our Lord were par ts o f a s tupendous and incred ib le p lan dev ised in

t h e m i n d a n d h e a r t o f G o d ,

3 . What was the p repara t ion God made? He prepared a peop le , a # lace , and a

person. Two thousand years before hand God began to prepare a people in His promise
t o A b r a h a m : " I w i l l , j n a j ^ y o u a g r e a t _ n a M . q n , a n d . 1 w i . H . b l e s s y o u , a n d m a k e y o u r n a m e

gr.§§. l ' •—'S.Qd. in you al l the fami l ies of the earth shal l be blessed," (Ren. l?:2-3) God
a l s o p r e p a r e d a p l a c e b y p r o m i s e t o A b r a h a m : " I w i l l g i v e _ t q y o u . . a n d t o y o u r

descendan t s a f t e r you t he l and o f you r . 5 . p | qu r j n i ngs , ^ . __a l 1 _ the J . and o f Canaan , „ f q r an

e v e r l a 5 y. n g . . p q s s e s s i g n i _ a n d _ I . . w i l l , b e J h e . i r . G o d . " ( G e n . 1 7 : 8 ) T h e w h o l e O l d Te s t a m e n t

i s t h e a c c o u n t o f h o w G o d p r e p a r e d t o s e n d H i s S o n , r i g h t d o w n t o t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f a

p e r s o n , a p i o u s a n d r i g h t e o u s y o u n g v i r g i n n a m e d M a r y i n t h e v i l l a g e o f N a z a r e t h w h o
c a r r i e d i n h e r v e i n s t h e b l o o d o f A b r a h a m a n d D a v i d .

W i t h t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f a p e o p l e , a p l a c e , a n d t h i s p e r s o n , G o d t h e F a t h e r S E N T,

a s P a u l w r o t e i n G a l . " W h _ e n t h e f u l n e s s . o f . _ t i m e c a m e , G o d s e n t f o r t h H i s S o n ,

born of a woman, born under _the L.aw.."

I I . G O D T H E S D N W E N T. T h e l o n g t r i p o f J e s u s C h r i s t t w o t h o u s a n d y e a r s a g o w a s

v o l u n t a r y , i t w a s a n e x p r e s s i o n o f h u m i l i t y a n d s e l f - s a c r i fi c e , a n d i t t o o

demonst ra ted a love beyond a l l our comprehens ion, i f ^ j fefis act ive par t ic ipat ion in th is

h i s t o r i c a l f a c t i s s t r e s s e d , a n d H i s p r e - e x i s t e n c e i s a s s u m e d < i n t h e B i b l i c a l w o r d s

a b o u t t h e i n c a r n a t i o n > . I t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o s p e a k o f t h e i n c a r n a t i o n o f o n e w h o h a d

n o p r e v i o u s e x i s t e n c e . " ( B e r k h o f , p . 3 3 3 ) " I n t h e . ^ g . i n n i n q w a s t h e _ _ W o r d , a n d t h e

W o r d w a s w i t h G o d , a n d t h e W o r d w a s G o d . " . T h e l o n q t r i p o n w h i c h o u r S a v i o r w e n t

involved both humility and humiliation. ^ "AnJ -fha ktvcX

J . H u m i l i t y w a s i n v o l v e d i n e m p t y i n g H i m s e l f o f a l l t h e g l o r y , t h e p o w e r , a n d
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'{'h^ prerogatives of existing in the form of God. He could have reached out and grasped
t h e m a l l f o r H i m s e l f . I n e x h o r t i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n s o f P h i l i p p i t o . l i t t r t u a l f t f v e , ' s e l f r

s a c r i fi c e , a n d u n i t y i n s p i r i t , P a u l c i t e d t h e e x a m p l e o f o u r L o r d H i m s e l f i n t h e
beaut i fu l words we have read f rom Ph i l ipp ians S. In another p lace he expressed th is

in d i f ferent terms: "For you_know the grace of our Lord Jesus Chr is t , that though He

was jich^ _yet _fgr your _5a|<^ J;lB.became poor, that _ypu through His poverty . might become

r i c h . " T h e c h o r u s o f o n e o f o u r f a v o r i t e h y m n s , w r i t t e n i n M o n t r e a t m a n y y e a r s a g o ,

p u t s i t t h i 5 w a y . . .
O u t o f t h e i v o r y p a l a c e s
I n t o a w o r l d o f w o e ,
O n l y H i s g r e a t e t e r n a l l o v e . . .
Made ou r Sav iou r go .

.a . The long . t r i p a l so mean t deep humiHa t ipn . I t was humi l i a t i on enough to take
o n h u m a n fl e s h , t o b e a m a n i n t h e f u l l e s t s e n s e o f t h e w o r d b o t h i n w a r d l y a n d i n

o u t w a r d a p p e a r a n c e . B u t t o e n d u r e t h e u l t i m a t e h u m i l i a t i o n o f t a k i n g u p o n H i m s e l f t h e

s i n o f t h e w o r l d w a s e v e n g r e a t e r . H e w h o w a s w i t h o u t s i n , p u r e , h o l y ,

r ighteous. . .vo luntar i ly became legal ly respons ib le for our s ins and ®A.<able_. to the
c u r s e o f t h e l a w . W e u s u a l l y t h i n k o f t h i s i n t e r m s o f w h a t t o o k p l a c e o n t h e c r o s s

o f C a l v a r y , b u t a c t u a l l y i t b e g a n w i t h H i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o t a k e t h e l o n g . t r i p , t o b e

i n c a r n a t e d a s a m a n w h i c h w e r e m e m b e r a t C h r i s t m a s .

H a i l , t h e h e a v e n - b o r n P r i n c e o f P e a c e !
H a i l , t h e S u n o f R i g h t e o u s n e s s !
I i g h t a n d l i f e t o a l l H e b r i n g s ,
R i s e n w i t h h e a l i n g i n H i s w i n g s .
M i l d H e l a y s H i s g l o r y b y .
Born that man no more may d ie ,
B o r n t o r a i s e t h e s o n s o f e a r t h ,
B o r n t o g i v e t h e m s e c o n d b i r t h . ( C h a r l e s W e s l e y )

I I I G O D T H E H O L Y S P I R I T W A S T H E A G E N T . G e n . 1 : 1 - ? t e l l s u s t h a t " i n t h e

b e g i n n j n q G o d c r e a t e d t h e h e a v e n a n d t h e e a r t h . . . a n d t h e S p i r i t o f G o d w a s m o v i n g o y e r
t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e w a t e r s . . . " A l l t h r o u g h h i s t o r y t h e S p i r i t h a s b e e n a t w o r k ,

e x e c u t i n g t h e p l a n s o f G o d t h e F a t h e r d o w n t o t h e p r e s e n t d a y w h e n H e c o n t i n u e s t o
w o r k i n t h e h e a r t s o f G o d ' s p e o p l e . W h y t h e n , s h o u l d i t n o t b e p e r f e c t l y n a t u r a l t h a t

t h e H o l y S p i r i t s h o u l d h a v e a n a c t i v e r o l e a s a g e n t i n a r r a n g i n g f o r t h e n e c e s s a r y

p h y s i c a l p r o c e s s b y w h i c h t h e S o n o f G o d s h o u l d m a k e H i s l o n g . t r i p i n t o o u r w o r l d ?

T h e r e i s b e a u t y a n d p u r i t y a n d s i m p l i c i t y i n t h e G o s p e l a c c o u n t s o f t h e b i r t h o f

o u r l o r d . G o d t h r o u g h H i s a n g e l a n n o u n c e d a m i r a c l e . I f t h e r e a r e n o s u c h t h i n g s a s

m i r a c l e s , i f t h e r e i s n o t h i n g s u p e r n a t u r a l . . . t h e n w e m u s t r e j e c t t h i s o n e . B u t i f w e

a c c e p t t h e W o r d o f G o d a s t r u e , t h e n w e a l s o a c c e p t t h e w o r d o f t h e a n g e l : " F o r

n o t h i n g w i l l b e i m p o s s i b l e w i t h G o d . " ( L u k e 2 : 3 7 ) I p e r s o n a l l y a c c e p t t h e l i t e r a l



i n t e rp re ta t i on o f vgha t we a re t o l d i n t he Gospe l s o f Ma t thew and Luke , and a f fi rm
w i t h o u t r e s e r v a t i o n o r h i d d e n a l t e r a t i o n o f t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e w o r d s t h e s t a t e m e n t i n

o u r c r e e d , " I b e l i e v e . . . i n J e s u s C h r i s t . . . w h o w a s c o n c e i v e d b y . t h e J H q l y G h o s t , b o r n o f

y i r o i n M a r y . .

J o s e p h ' s c o n d u c t s h o w s t h a t h e k n e w h e w a s n o t t h e f a t h e r o f t h e c h i l d M a r y w a s
a b o u t t o b e a r . M a r y t o l d t h e a n q e l t h a t s h e w a s n o t i n v o l v e d w i t h a n y m a n . To b o t h

o f t h e m t h e a n g e l s i m p l y s t a t e d t h a t t h e c h i l d w o u l d b e c o n c e i v e d b y a m i r a c l e o f t h e

H o l y S p i r i t . P e r h a p s m o r e t h a n f o r a n y o t h e r m i r a c l e o f J e s u s , w i t h t h e p o s s i b l e

e x c e p t i o n o f H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n , t h e r e h a v e b e e n a l l k i n d s o f a t t e m p t s t o e x p l a i n i t

a w a y , t r e a t i t a s a n i m a g i n a r y t a l e , p u t d i f f e r e n t m e a n i n g s o n t h e p l a i n w o r d s u s e d i n
t h e a c c o u n t , a n d s o o n . A l l t h i s r e fl e c t s a m o d e r n a v e r s i o n t o t h e s u p e r n a t u r a l . V e t

f o r m o s t C h r i s t i a n s , i t i s c o m p l e t e l y l o g i c a l t h a t w h e n G o d w a s m o v i n g t o r e d e e m H i s

w o r l d t o H i m s e l f , t h a t H e w o u l d u s e s u p e r n a t u r a l m e a n s t o a c c o m p l i s h i t .

F o r C h r i s t t o b e t h e M e s s i a h , t h e S o n o f G o d , i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t h a t H e s h o u l d b e

b o r n o f a w o m a n , b u t a l s o t h a t H e s h o u l d n o t b e t h e f r u i t o f t h e w i l l o f m a n , h u t

s h o u l d b e b o r n o f G o d . ( B e r k h o f , p . 3 3 6 ) . H o w J e s u s c o u l d a t o n e a n d t h e s a m e t i m e b e

b o t h f u l l y h u m a n a n d f u l l y d i v i n e i s r e a l l y b e y o n d o u r c o m p r e h e n s i o n . W e a r e l e f t

w i th the on ly poss ib le exp lana t ion : God the_Hg ly.Sp i r i t ac ted .as the agen t , Ihe Ho ly

S p i r i t s a n c t i fi e d t h a t v i r g i n h i r t h , a n d t h a t s a n c t i f y i n g i n fl u e n c e c o n t i n u e d o n

t h r o u g h t h e l i f e o f J e s u s . W o u l d t h a t a m i d a l l t h e n o s t a l g i a , t h e s e n t i m e n t a l , t h e

r o m a n t i c i z i n g , t h e i m a g i n a t i v e t a l e s , t h e a r t i fi c i a l g i l d i n g s u r r o u n d i n g t h i s
m o m e n t o u s b i r t h o f C h r i s t d e s c r i b e d s o s i m p l y a n d d i r e c t l y . . . t h a t a l l w o u l d b o w i n

wonder and amazement, recognize the great miracle, and exclaim, ' 'Nothing Js impossible

wi ttL So^L"

Conc lus ion . God gran t tha t we may ce lebra te our Chr is tmas w i th fu l l acceptance

that Jesus whose birth we celebrate was made in .th.e likeness of men. The long trip He

took from heaven to dwell among us involved God _the FaU^er, who . sent, God the Son who

wBnt i_and God the Ho ly Sp i r i t who served as agent tgcar ry pu t th is .q reat event . May
we have the mind of Christ who wi l l ingly made that long tr ip, and may God hasten the

day when at the name of Jesus everv knee should bowof those in heaven, and on earth,

fod under the.earth, , and that every tongue should confess, tha. t Jesus Chr is t is Lord,
t o t . h e g l o r y o f _ G o d t h e . . F a t h e r < P h i l . 2 : 1 0 - 11 )



interpretation of what we are told in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, and affirm
wi thout reservat ion or h idden a l te ra t ion o f the meaning o f the words the s ta tement in

our creed, "1 Jbj^igyg... |j^ Christ..,who was conceived by .thejtoly ^Qst, born of
5be V i rg in Mary. . . "

Joseph's conduct shows that he knew he was not the father of the child Mary was
about to bear. Mary told the angel that she was not involved with any man. To both
of them the angel simply stated that the child would be conceived by a miracle of the

Holy Spiri t . Perhaps more than for any other miracle of Jesus, with the possible
exception of His resurrection, there have been all kinds of attempts to explain it
away, treat it as an imaginary tale, put different meanings on the plain words used in
the account, and so on. All this reflects a modern aversion to the supernatural. Yet
for most Chr is t ians, i t is complete ly log ica l that when God was moving to redeem His

world to Himself , that He would use supernatural means to accomplish i t .

F o r C h r i s t t o b e t h e M e s s i a h , t h e S o n o f G o d , i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t h a t H e s h o u l d b e

b o r n o f a w o m a n , b u t a l s o t h a t H e s h o u l d n o t b e t h e f r u i t o f t h e w i l l o f m a n , h u t
s h o u l d b e b o r n o f G o d . ( B e r k h o f , p . 3 3 6 ) . H o w J e s u s c o u l d a t o n e a n d t h e s a m e t i m e b e

b o t h f u l l y h u m a n a n d f u l l y d i v i n e i s r e a l l y b e y o n d o u r c o m p r e h e n s i o n . W e a r e l e f t

w i t h t h e o n l y p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n : G o d t h e J l o l y . S p i r i t a c t e d a s t h e . a g e n t . I h e h l o l y

S p i r i t s a n c t i fi e d t h a t v i r g i n b i r t h , a n d t h a t s a n c t i f y i n g i n fl u e n c e c o n t i n u e d o n

t h r o u g h t h e l i f e o f J e s u s . W o u l d t h a t a m i d a l l t h e n o s t a l g i a , t h e s e n t i m e n t a l , t h e

r o m a n t i c i z i n g , t h e i m a g i n a t i v e t a l e s , t h e a r t i fi c i a l . , g i l d i n g s u r r o u n d i n g t h i s
momentous birth of Christ described so /simply and (direcftly...that all would bow in
w o n d e r a n d a m a z e m e n t , r e c o g n i z e t h e g r e a t m i r a c l e , a n d e x c l a i m , " N o t h i n g i s i m p o s s i b l e

wi th_ God ! "

C p n c i u s i g n . G o d g r a n t t h a t w e m a y c e l e b r a t e o u r C h r i s t m a s w i t h f u l l a c c e p t a n c e
t h a t J e s u s w h o s e b i r t h w e c e l e b r a t e w a s m a d e i n t h ^ l i k e n e s s o f m e n . T h e l o n g t r i p H e

t o o k f r o m h e a v e n t o d w e l l a m o n g u s i n v o l v e d w h o s e n t . t h e w h o

w e n t , a n d G o d t h e H o l y S p i r i t w h o s e r v e d a s a o e n t t o . c a r r y p u t . t h i s _ g r e a t e v e n t . M a y

w e h a v e t h e m i n d o f C h r i s t w h o w i l l i n g l y m a d e t h a t f g n g t r i p , a n d m a y G o d h a s t e n t h e

day when at the name of Jesus every knee .should bowj . o f those , i .n heaven, and on ear th ,
a n d j j n d e r . t h e . e a r t h , , a n d t h a t e y e r y t o n g u e . s h o u l d c o n f e s s . . t h a t J e s u s C h r i s t i s L o r d ,

t o Q l o f y o f _ G g d t h e F a t h e r . " ( P h i l . 2 : 1 0 - 1 1 )
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T e x t ; " H e h u m b l e d h i m s e l f . . . " P h i l . S ; 8

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g ; A c t s P ; E 9 - 3 2 ; P h i l . E : 5 - l l

Some years ago as I prepared a young boy to join the church, I asked i f he had

any questions. Sammy Folta immediately replied, "What does it mean when we recite the
Apostles' Creed where it says, "He descended into hell?" I think I gave him the right
a n s w e r , b u t I r e a l l y w a s n ' t t o o s u r e o f m y s e l f a n d a t o n c e t r i e d t o s t u d y t h e s e
words. Sammy had asked a good question, and it is appropriate to think about it as we

as we begin vfhnt iff uniinl 1 ;i ml IrrI Passion Week before Easter Sunday. Today is what

we call Palm Sunday when Jesus rode into Jerusalem^with the crowds chanting, "Hosanna

t o t h e S o n o f D a v i d , B l e s s e d i s H e w h o c o m e s i n t h e n a m e o f t h e L o r d ; H o s a n n a i n t h e

h i g h e s t ! " I t w a s f r o m t h a t m o m e n t w h e n H i s d i v i n e l o r d s h i p w a s r e c o g n i z e d b y t h e

publ ic that He was p lunged in to the darkness of death. Jesus "suffered under Pont ius
P i l a t e , w a s c r u c i fi e d , d e a d a n d b u r i e d ; H e d e s c e n d e d i n t o h e l l . "

W h a t a b o u t t h i s p h r a s e ? S o m e c h u r c h e s u s e i t , s o m e d o n ' t . S o m e h y m n a l s p r i n t i t

i n b r a c k e t s m a k i n g i t " o p t i o n a l . " I m u s t a d m i t t h a t t h e v e r s i o n i n w h i c h I fi r s t

m e m o r i z e d i t o m i t t e d i t , a n d t h e K o r e a n v e r s i o n I h a v e u s e d a l l m y l i f e d o e s n o t e v e n

o f f e r i t a s a n o p t i o n , s o t h a t w h e n I r e p e a t t h e c r e e d t h i s p h r a s e t h r o w s m e o f f t h e

t r a c k , a s p e r h a p s s o m e o f y o u h a v e n o t i c e d . E v e r y o t h e r p h r a s e i n t h e c r e e d h a s

e a s i l y f o u n d S c r i p t u r a l b a c k i n g , b u t i t i s d i f fi c u l t t o fi n d g o o d p r o o f t e x t s f o r

t h i s o n e . T h e a n s w e r I g a v e t o S a m m y w a s , " T t t h a t r h r i c ; . t r p a l l v a n d
" L e t ' s l o o k a t w h y t h o s e w o r d s a r e i n t h e c r e e d a n d t h e i r m e a n i n g f o r u s .

The Apost les ' Creed was not wr^.^en or rec i ted by the twelve apost les of Jesus,

bu t i t does express wha t they be l i eved . I t was near l y AOO years a f te r Chr i s t i n ^9^

A . D . t h a t t h e c r e e d t o o k t h i s n a m e a n d a b o u t 8 0 0 v e a r s b e f o r e i t t o o k i t s p r e s e n t

f o r m . N o t u n t i l 5 7 0 A . D . w a s t h e p h r a s e " H p d p s c p n d g d ^ n t n h ^ n i n c l u d e d . " * ^ T h e

church may have be l ieved th is long before, but for 50^years af ter the apost les i t was

n o t i n c l u d e d i n t h e c r e e d . S t a t e m e n t s o f f a i t h , l i k e t h i s o n e , o f t e n i n c l u d e

e x p r e s s i o n s w h i c h r e fl e c t c o n t e m p o r a r y s i t u a t i o n s , a n d t h i s p h r a s e c o u l d h a v e b e e n
i n c l u d e d t o c o m b a t e r r o n e o u s t h i n k i n g a b o u t w h a t h a p p e n e d w h e n J e s u s d i e d . S o m e m a y

h a v e m i n i m i z e d t h e h i s t o r i c a l f a c t a n d t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e r e a l d e a t h o f J e s u s . S o t o

i n c l u d e t h e s e w o r d s p o i n t s o u t w i t h e m p h a s i s t h a t J e s u s r e a c h e d t h e l o w e s t , h a r s h e s t ,

m o s t s i c k e n i n g h u m i 1 i a t i o n a n y o n e a t a n y t i m e i n a l l t h e u n i v e r s e c o u l d p o s s i b l y

e n d u r e .
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T h e p h r a s e r e a l l y s h o u l d b e t r a n s l a t e d d i f f e r e n t l y. L a t i n w a s t h e l a n g u a g e i n

which the Apostles' Creed was composed and the word used was " inferna" which means
" b e l o w " a n d r e p r e s e n t e d w o r d s i n H e b r e w ( S h e o l ) a n d G r e e k ( H a d e s ) w h i c h m e a n t " t h e

p lace o f the dead" as in _Ac . t ^_5 . ; jT where Pe te r p reached tha t Chr i s t was "ne i the r
a b a n d o n e d t o H a d e s , n o r d i d H i s fl e s h s u f f e r d e c a y . " T h e K i n g J a m e s V e r s i o n w i t h

w h i c h w e a r e s o f a m i l i a r u s e d t h e w o r d " h e l l " b u t t h a t w a s i n c o r r e c t a n d w o u l d h a v e

b e e n " P p h p n n a " i n t h e o r i g i n a l . G e h e n n a w a s t h e n a m e o f t h e r u b b i s h d u m p o u t s i d e

J e r u s a l e m w h e r e a l l t h e t r a s h a n d g a r b a g e o f a g r e a t c i t y s m o l d e r e d a n d s t a n k a n d w a s

t h e w o r d t h e J e w s u s e d f o r a p l a c e o f p u n i s h m e n t . B u t t h e w o r d i n t h e A p o s t l e s ' C r e e d

is not "hel l " the place of punishment, but "Hades". . . the abj)de, gf the i^ad. I t
t e a c h e s t h a t J e s u s w e n t t o w h e r e v e r i t i s t h a t t h e d e a d g o . . . b u t n o t t o t h e p l a c e o f

punishment. It is a vivid way of saying that Jesus was really and truly dead.

Some may argue that these words then are not rea l ly necessary s ince the creed

a l r e a d y s t a t e s t h a t J e s u s w a s " d e a d a n d b u r i e d . " P e r h a p s s o , b u t i t s i n c l u s i o n
r e i n f o r c e s a n i n e s c a p a b l e b a s i c t r u t h : J e s u s r e a l l y d i e d . F o r t h r e e d a y s . H e w a s a s

d e a d a s a n y h u m a n b e i n g e v e r i s , a n d H i s h u m i l a t L o n w a s c o m p l e t e . A n d t h i s i s t h e

thought we must dwell on today before we^cs±niECst» the/vjsi/ of our Lord's resurrection
n e x t S u n d a y. T h e r e a r e a l l t o o m a n y p e o p l e w h o c e l e b r a t e t h e j o y o f E a s t e r a n d a t t e n d

c h u r c h o n t h a t d a y b u t f o r g e t t h a t w i t h o u t t h e h u m i l i a t i o n o f d e a t h o n t h e c r o s s b y a n

i n n o c e n t L a m b o f G o d f o r t h e s i n s o f t h e w o r l d E a s t e r i s n o b e t t e r t h a n m a n y a p ^ a n

s p r i n g f e s t i v a l . T h e p h r a s e " H e d e s c e n d e d i n t o h e l 1 " . . . b e t t e r t r a n s l a t e d , " H p
d e s c e n d e d i n t o t h e a b o d e o f t h e d e a d " i s fi r m l y b a s e d o n f a m i l i a r w o r d s i n P h i l i p p i a n s

^ 22:8, "He humbled himself and became obedient unto death." This teaching is expanded
i n t h e W e s t m i n s t e r L a r g e r C a t e c h i s m w h i c h a s k s : " W h e r e i n c o n s i s t e d C h r i s t ' s

h u m i l i a t i o n a f t e r h i s d e a t h ? " a n d a n s w e r s : " C h r i s t ' s h u m i l i a t i o n a f t e r h i s d e a t h

consisted in his being buried, and continuing in the s^te of the dead, and under the

p o w e r o f d e a t h t i l l t h e t h i r d d a y, w h i c h h a t h b e e n o t h e r w i s e e x p r e s s e d i n t h e s e w o r d s ,
' H e d e s c e n d e d i n t o h e l l . ' "

T h e d i c t i o n a r y d e fi n e s t h e w o r d " h u m b l e " a s " t g _ l o w e r i n c o n d i t i o n o r r a n k , t o

a b a s e . " T h e d e f i n i t i o n o f h u m i l i a t e i s s i m i l a r , " t o l o w e r t h e p r i d e o r d i g n i t y o f « "

N o o n e l i k e s t o b e h u m b l e d o r t o b e h u m i 1 i a t e d , e v e n i n n n j i o r m a t t e r s . A p u b l i c

o f fi c i a l i s h u m i l i a t e d i f t h e r e i s a s c a n d a l i n h i s d e p a r t m e n t s o < ; " ^ T i a t h e l o s e s t h e

t r u s t a n d e s t e e m o f h i s p e o p l e . A b u s i n e s s m a n i s h u m i l i a t e d i f h e i s fi r e d a n d

r e d u c e d t o b e g g i n g f o r a l i v i n g . A p a r e n t i s h u m i l i a t e d i f a s o n o r a d a u g h t e r

d isgraces the fami ly name. In a sense a l l o f these invo lve some degree o f fa i lu re or
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o n t t h e p a r t o f t h e o n e h u m i l i a t e d . W i t h J e s u s t h e h u m i l i a t i o n w a s i n
n o s e n s e d u e t o a n y s h o r t c o m i n g o r f a i l u r e o n H i s p a r t . . . i t w a s e n t i r e l y v o l u n t a r y . /
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H e a s s u m e d a l l t h e g u i l t ? ^ 1 t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ? a l l t h e d i s g r a c e f o r u s s i n f u l

c r e a t u r e s a n d a c c e p t e d t h e h u m i 1 i a t L o n w e d e s e r v e d . P a u l p u t i t c o r r e c t l y ? " H e

h u m b l e d h i m s e l f . " A n d t h i s h u m i l i a t i o n r e a c h e d i t s l o w e s t d e p t h s i n d e a t h . . . " H e

d e s c e n d e d i n t o t h e r e o i o n o f d e a t h i t s e l f . "

^ W o r d s I m e m o r i z e d a s a b o y c o m e t o m i n d a s w e t h i n k o f t h e s e w o r d s . T h e
S h o r t e r C a t e c h i s m a s k s ; " W h e r e i n d i d C h r i 5 t * 5 h u m i l i a t i o n c o n s i s t ? " T h e a n s w e r i s :

"Christ's humiliation consistedQn his being born.^nd that in a low condition^made
under the law?^^ndergoinq the miseries of this life? wrath pt God? the cursed
death of the crossj^n being buried? continuing under the power of death for a
t i m e . " T h a t s e n t e n c e o u t l i n e s o u r t h o u g h t s t o d a y . I h a v e a l i t t l e b o o k w h i c h h a s a

drawing illustrating the humi 1 iation of Christy^^ just like steps going downward from
h e a v e n t o t h e p l a c e o f d e a t h . T h i s i s w h a t G o d ? i n t h e p e r s o n o f H i s S o n ? w a s w i l l i n g

to do because He loves us ! "Th is was l i ke a shepherd becoming a l a^? in o rde r to

sacr iX lce h imse l f to save the res t o f the f 1 n r_k . " (C . S . Lewis ) In so do ing? JESUS DID

NOT CEASE TO BE GOD. Those th ings wh ich made Him d iv ine were r^ t subt rac ted f rom Him?

b u t a t r u e h u m a n n a t u r e w a s a d d e d t o H i m . H i s d e i t y m a y h a v e b e e n " v e i l e d " f o r a t i m e
t o oso tha t many fa i l ed to recogn ize Jesus as God . . . bu t t h i s^ con t r i bu ted to the

h u m i l i a t i o n o f O n e a c c u s t o m e d t o t h e e t e r n a l a d o r a t i o n o f a l l t h e h o s t o f h e a v e n .

L o o k a t t h e s e d o w n w a r d s t e p s i n t h e h u m i l i a t i o n o f C h r i s t ? a s o u t l i n e d i n t h e

S h o r t e r C a t e c h i s m a n s w e r :

'I, CHRIST'S HUllILftTIQN CONSISTED IN HIS BEING BORN. Surely the Son of God
could baace suddenly in an i list ant of time have appeared on earth in ful 1^ strong., we^l 1-
deve looed man-hood w i th g rea t f an fa re , t o the app lause o f vas^ t mu l t i t udes ! I ns tead

l i k e a n y o t h e r b a b y H e w a s c a r r i e d i n t h e w o m b o f M a r y ? H i s m o t h e r ? w h o d e l i v e r e d H i m

i n p a i n a n d p o v e r t y . H e w h o w a s " i n t h e b e g i n n i n g w i t h G o d " a n d t h r o u g h w h o m a l l t h e

un ive rse was c rea ted? humb led H imse l f to become a weg j - he lp l ^s^s? depende jn t baby.

iv CHRIST'S HUMILIATION CCTI5ISTED IN HIS RECEIVII^ A LOW CONDITION. We

c a n n o t c h o o s e w h e r e w e a r e t o b e b o r n ? b u t J e s u s c o u l d a n d d i d c h o o s e t o t a k e t h e f o r m

o f a s e r v a n t . H e w a * > — n o t i n a m a g n i f i c e n t p a l a c e b u t i n t h e h u m b j e h o m e o f a

c a r p e n t e r a n d h i s w i j l e . . . p o o r f o l k s a m o n g a p e o p l e o p p r e s s e d b y a f o r e i g n p o w e r.
C o u n t l e s s m i s s i o n a r i e s m a y h a v e l e f t ^ r i c h A m e r i c a t o s e r v e G o d a b r o a d . . . b u t t h e y h a v e

»'»vcnjAlUe
r e c e i v e d V I P t r e a t m e n t i n c o m p a r i s o n t o J e s u s h a r d - s c r a b b l e e x i s t e n c e w a s a n ^ c o m e -

d o w n f r o m t h e r e a l m s o f e t e r n a l m a j e s t y !

C H R I S T ' S H U M I L I A T I O N C O N S I S T E D I N H I S S U B t r l l T T I N G T O T H E L A W . A s G o d ? H e
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h a d g i v e n t h a t l a w , y e t n o w H e s u b j e c t e d H i m s e l f t o i t i n p e r f e c t o b e d i e n c e , w h i c h

n o n e o f u s c a n d o . M a n y h i g h o f fi c i a l s c o n s i d e r t h e m s e l v e s a b o v e t h e l a w , a s w e h a v e
(3s e e n i n r e c e n t d a y s . J e s u s , t o o , w a s t e m p t e d t o b r e a k G o d ' s l a w m a n y t i m e s . T h r e e

times He was tempted in the wilderness. ^On the mount of transfiguration he was
t e m p t e d t . o 3 1 i p b a c k i n t o t h e s p l e n d o r o f H i s h e a v e n l y g l o r y. ^ H e w a s t e m p t e d w h e n m e n

urged Him to use His miraculous power for an earthly kingdom.^^He was tempted in
Gethsemane to repudiate the cup of death and avoid the crucifixion.^He was tempted on
t h e c r o s s b y a c r i m i n a l ' s t a u n t : " I f y o u a r e t h e S o n o f G o d , s a v e y o u r s e l f a n d u s

7 > 1 « \ I O < > u s > ^ e v e ytoo!" ^In keeping all the law, refusing to take advantage of His^dcsw to rise above
t h e l a w , J e s u s i d e n t i fi e d H i m s e l f w i t h u s s i n n e r s . . . a n d t h u s f u r t h e r h u m i l i a t e d

H i m s e l f ,

C H R I S T ' S H U M I L I A T I O N C O N S I S T E D I N H I S U N D E R G O I N G T H E M I S E R I E S O F T H I S

L I F E . " H e w a s d e s p i s ^ a n d r e j e c t e d o f m e n , a m a n o f s o r r o w s a n d a c q u a i n t e d w i t h

g r i e f . " ( I s . 5 3 : 3 ) " F o r H i m s j r f f e r j p g b e g a n t h e m o m e n t H e b e g a n t o fi n d o u t w h a t k i n d
o f w o r l d H e h a d b e e n b o r n i n t o . I t i n c r e a s e d i n i n t e n s i t y a s H i s p u r e m i n d o p e n e d u p

t o d i s c o v e r m o r e a n d m o r e t h e d a r k e s t s e c r e t s o f t h o s e w h o s e b r o t h e r H e h a d b e c o m e . A

n e w a n d t r a g i c n o t e e n t e r e d i n t o i t a f t e r H i s a c t i v e m i n i s t r y b e g a n , a n d H e

experienced both the misunderstanding and ̂ êĵ ectigftr of the crowds and the ̂ I ind
f a i t h l e s s n e s s a n d l a c k o f s y m p a t h y o f H i s f r i e n d s a n d d i s c i p l e s . " ( W a l l a c e , p . A 9 )

C H R I S T ' S H U W I L I fl T I O N C O N S I S T E D I N H I S S U F F E R I N 6 T H E W R A T H O F G O D . H e r e
v n j f e fwe approach mysteries we canas*^ fully understand. The only begotten Son of the

F a t h e r , a c c u s t o m e d t o H i s d i v i n e F a t h e r ' s f u l l l o v e . . . n o w s u f f e r e d t h e w r a t h n f ,— ' S ( t i e s c v v t )
" W h e n J e s u s c r i e d o u t , ' M y G o d , m y G o d , w h y h a s t t h o u f o r s a k e n m e ? ' H e w a s a c t u a l l y

e x p e r i e n c i n g t h e s a m e k i n d o f ^ h - i n o t h a t t h e l o s t w i l l e x p e r i e n c e o n t h e j u d g e m e n t

dĵ." (Wi 11 iamson, p. 106) (Ĥwas "made a curse for̂sT̂  Even God seemed lost to Him.v!/'
Someone has called this "the crucifixion wTThTn the rmrif^xinn." Because of sin wis
m o m e n t a r i l y s e p a r a t e d f r o m G o d , f c * ^ s u f f e r e d a s ^ a g o n y o f l o n e l i n e s s . . . 1 i k e t h e

iWo**CK/
scapegoat over whose head the^priest had laid his hanc^and confessed the sins of the

natior^^hich was then drj^yen into the wiIderness...the outer darkness...alone!
B u t n o n e o f t h e r a n s o m e d e v e r k n e w ,
H o w d e e p w e r e t h e w a t e r s c r o s s e d .
N o r h o w d a r k t h e n i g h t t h a t t h e L o r d p a s s e d t h r o u g h ,
' E r e H e f o u n d H i s s h e e p t h a t w a s l o s t . "

CHRilr'S HUMILIATION CCHvlSISTED IN THE CURSED DEATH OF THE CROSS. "He
h u m b l e d h i m s e l f a n d b e c a m e o b e d i e n t u n t o d e a t h , e v e n d e a t h o n a c r o s s . " ( P h i l . 2 : 8 )

Here was ijTdec^ncy, cj;ue^y, sujffe^ng,,^ humH iat^/i compounded! It is bad enough to
suffer humi l ia t ion for something we de^er^e, but how much worse to suffer mopcent1y.

Ye t h e r e w a s v o l u n t a r y d i s g r a ^ e . " F o r o u r s a k e G o d m a d e J e s u s t o b e s i n w h o k n e w n o

s i n , s o t h a t i n h i m w e m i g h t b e c o m e t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f G o d . " < I I C o r . 5 : 2 1 )
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"Remaining what He was, He became what He was^^not" <Wi 11 iamson p. 109)
□ sacred Head, now wounded, Wi th g r ie f and shame we ighed down.
N o w s c o r n f u l l y s u r r o u n d e d W i t h t h o r n s . T h i n e o n l y c r o w n ;
0 s a c r e d H e a d , w h a t g l o r y. W h a t b l i s s t i l l n o w w a s T h i n e l
Yet, though despised and g^ory, I joy to call Thee mine.
W h a t T h o u , M y L o r d , h a s t s u f f e r e d W a s a l l f o r s i n n e r s ' g a i n .
M i n e , m i n e w a s t h e t r a n s g r e s s i o n . B u t T h i n e t h e d e a d l y p a i n .
L o , h e r e I f a l l , m y S a v i o u r ' . ' T i s I d e s e r v e T h y p l a c e ;
L o o k o n m e w i t h T h y f a v o r, Vo u c h s a f e t o m e T h y g r a c e .

7. CHRIST'S HUMILIATION CONSISTED IN BEING BURIED. Far from lying in state

i n t h e i m p e r i a l c a p i t o l , H i s b o d y w a s l a i d b y s o r r o w i n g f r i e n d s q u i e t l y a n d h a s t i l y

i n a t om^ bo r rowed f r om a w^ l t hy bu t sec re t d i s c i p l e . The s t one r o l l ed aga ins t t he

entrance sealed off 1iqht and air for the One who came from the celestial realm of
l i j } h t a n d U i e . I n t h e b o w e l s o f t h e e a r t h H e w a s l i t e r a l l y " c u t o f f o u t o f t h e l a n d
of the l iv ing." ( Is . 53:8) "They made h is grave wi th the wicked and wi th a r ich man in

his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth."

S. CHRIST'S HUWILIATION CONSISTED IN HIS C0NTINUIN8 UNDER THE POWER OF DEftTH
FOR ft TIME. "He entered the r^ealm or state of the d_ead and remained there until the

t h i r d d a y . ' M F. F. B r u c e ) T h e O n e w h o h a d s a i d , " I a m t h e w a y , a n d t h e t r u t h , a n d t h e

l i f e " w a s d e a d . " I a m t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n a n d t h e l i f e , " s a i d H e . " F o r a s t h e F a t h e r

h a s l i f e i n h i m s e l f , s o h e h a s g r a n t e d t h e S o n a l s o t o h a v e l i f e i n h i m s e l f . " ( J n .

5 : 2 ^ ) T h e s e c l a i m s o f L I F E w e r e p e r f e c t l y t r u e , b u t t h e c o m p l e t e h u m i l i a t i o n c a m e

w h e n H e t o w h o m l i f e w a s s o p r e c i o u s l a i d d o w n H i s l i f e ) A n o t h e r P O W E R c o n t r o l l e d

Him, and that power was DEATH? He was obedient unto that power.death? He descended
into hel l . . .He became . the ul t jmate humHJ^t^ WHY? He gave us His own
answer; "The bread which^^shall give for the life of the world is my flesh."(Jn. 6:51)
" G o d i n C h r i s t a b a n d o n e d h i m s e l f t o o u r s t a t e a n d f a t e i n o r d e r t o b e a b l e t o l a v h o l d

qf us so that he might raise us up to his qlory."(Wal lace p. 53)

M y w i f e l i k e s t o t e l l t h e s t o r y o f o n e o f h e r b e s t f r i e n d s i n K o r e a . T h i s l a d y
had educa t ion and wea l th , p res t ige in the communi ty, ac t i ve in her church , p res iden t

'15
o f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a l # b e a u t i f u l ^ a f s d w e l l - g r o o m e d a n d f a s h i o n a b l y d r e s s e d , t h e d a u g h t e r

of a ^jaj-eiiTii'ncmt minister, ^wife of ajy^elder. She ran a financial institution herself,
b u t w a s f a l s e l y a c c u s e d o f i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n t h e b u s i n e s s b y a n u n d e r l i n g ^ d i s g r u n t l e d

b e c a u s e h e w a s n o t p r o m o t e d . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e l a w o f t h a t l a n d w h e r e a s u s p e c t i s

c o n s i d e r e d g u i l t y u n t i l p r o v e d i n n o c e n t , s h e w a s p u t i n t o t h e p e n i t e n t i a r y . T h e r e

b e h i n d b a r s w i t h t h i e v e s a n d p r o s t i t u t e s a n d c r i m i n a l s o f a l l k i n d s , s h e h a d t o w e a r

t h e r o u g h b l u e u n i f o r m , s h a r e a c e l l w i t h s o m e 2 0 o t h e r w o m e n , e a t t h e i r c r u d e f o o d

a n d s u f f e r a l l t h e i n d i g n i t i e s a n d s h a m e o f k n o w i n g t h a t f o r m e r f r i e n d s n o w q u e s t i o n e d

h e r h o n e s t y a n d h e r f a i l u r e t o l i v e a s a C h r i s t i a n . B u t a f t e r h e r t r i a l w h e n s h e w a s



p r o n o u n c e d i n n o c e n t ? s h e t o l d m y w i f e h o w i n p r e v i o u s v i s i t s t o t h e p r i s o n e r s s h e h a d
f e l t n o o n e n e s s w i t h t h e m a t a l l ? w h e r e a s a f t e r w a r d s s h e c o u l d r e l a t e t o t h e m i n w a y s

U j i + V V l f T ^ £ 1 ' ^
never possible before. "tegi=e IiliJ l.iiTtr Jn the same cell^a "moo-dang".. .what we would
c a l l a w i t c h d o c t o r ? o n e o f w h o m t h e o t h e r p r i s o n e r s w e r e i n g r e a t f e a r b e c a u s e o f h e r

r e p u t e d c o n t a c t w i t h e v i l d e m o n s . S h e w a s fi l t h y ? u n b a t h e d ? u n k e p t . . . b u t t h i s fi n e

l a d y m o v e d h e r b l a n k e t t o l i e b e s i d e h e r ? s h e w a s h e d h e r b o d y ? s h e p e r f o r m e d t h e

m i n i s t r y o f a s e r v a n t . t h i i i t u h o t C h r i s t d i d f o r u s ? w h e n H e w a s c r u c i fi e d o n
t h e c r o s s . . a n d r e a l l y a n d t r u l y d i e d f o r o u r s i n s ' T

Christ's humiliation consisted ^in his being born?'^and that in a low
condition?^made under the law?'^nderqoino the miseries of this life? the wrath of God^
and the cursed death of the cross^in being buried? Snd. continuing under the power of
d e a t h f o r a t i m e . " " H E D E S C E N D E D I N T O H E L L . "

C O N C L U S I O N : Tw o i m p o r t a n t b e n e fi t s c o m e w h e n w e b e g i n t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e

m e a n i n g o f t h e h u m i l i a t i o n o f C h r i s t .

F i r s t o f a l l ? w e c a n s e e t h e c o s t o f o u r s a l v a t i o n . G o d w a s n o t g u i l t y

of somê ê4t mix-up? some tragjc ŵ te of His Son's life! No! This was the he
was willing to pay for human sin because of Hisjr^at love. The whole 33-year life of
C h r i s t o n e a r t h f r o m l e a v i n g h o m e i n h e a v e n t o H i s d e s c e n t i n t o t h e r e a l m s o f t h e d e a d

w a s a h u m i l i a t i o n t o p a y t h e p r i c e o f o u r s a l v a t i o n ' .

There was no o ther good enough
To p a y t h e p r i c e o f s i n ?
H e o n l y c o u l d u n l o c k t h e g a t e
O f h e a v e n a n d l e t u s i n .

S e c o n d l y ? t h e h u m i l i a t i o n o f C h r i s t m a k e s H i s e x a l t a t i o n m o r e g l o r i o u s .

E v e r y a r t i s t ? o r d e c o r a t o r ? o r m u s i c i a n k n o w s h o w s h a r p c o n t r a s t s c a n d e l i n e a t e a n d

e m p h a s i z e b e a u t y . S o a g a i n s t t h e d a r k b a c k g r o u n d o f C h r i s t ' s h u m i l i a t i o n c o m e s t h e
Vt\3

glorious exaLtation of febe^resurrection and ascension? expressed in a familiar hymn:
L o w i n t h e g r a v e H e l a y. . . J e s u s m y S a v i o u r !
Wa i t i n g t h e c o m i n g d a y. . . J e s u s m y L o r d !
Up from the grave He arose? with a mighty triumph o'er His foes.
H e a r o s e a V i c t o r f r o m t h e d a r k d o m a i n ?
A n d H e l i v e s f o r e v e r w i t h H i s s a i n t s t o r e i g n .
H e a r o s e ! H e a r o s e ! H a l l e l u j a h ! C h r i s t a r o s e !

J u s t a s w e t r a c e H i s s t e p s d o w n w a r d ? s o w e s e e t h e m u p w a r d i n C h r i s t ' s e x a l t a t i o n .

He arose from the dead? He ascended into heaven? \fe_^s£t^ at the right hand of
God . . .w i t h t he fina l s tage o f exa l t a t i on s t i I J ^ t o come when He re tu rns aga in am id

H a l l e l u j a h s a n d A m e n s o f H i s s a i n t s a n d a n g ^ s . . . o u r C h r i s t i a n h o p e s o w e l l e x p r e s s e d

by Paul..."Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is
a b o v e e v e r y n a m e ? t h a t a t t h e n a m e o f J e s u s e v e r y k n e e s h o u l d b o w ? i n h e a v e n ? a n d o n
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e a r t h ? a n d u n d e r t h e e a r t h ? a n d e v e r y t o n g u e c o n f e s s t h a t J e s u s C h r i s t i s L o r d ? t o t h e

g l o r y o f G o d t h e F a t h e r < P h i 1 : 9 - l 1 ) .



I Phainesthe hos Photerres
/ *

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : P h i - l . 2 : 1 2 - 1 8

Text: "That they may be blameless and innocent, chi ldren of God without blemish
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights
i n t h e w o r l d , " P h i l . 2 : 1 5

About 5 miles from where we v/orship today there is a new church constructed less
than 2 years ago. I t l ies in the so-cal led "green-b.£jLt" which has been declared
a r o u n d a l l m a j o r c i t i e s . Vo x n n v i 1 r e a s o n s t h i s i s a w o r t h y a n d c o m m e n
dable decree, but for those who live there and whose property was deval^^^d, it
seemed unreasonable and arbitrary, especially since new construction is^allowed.
B e c a u s e t h e c h u r c h h a d e x i s t e d i n t e n t f o r m b e f o r e p a s s a g e o f t h e l a w, t h e a u t h o r
i t ies bent the regulat ions and gave a bui ld ing permi t for a church. But when a
m a n s e f o r t h e e v a n g e l i s t w a s n e e d e d , t h e y w o u l d g i v e n o s u c h c o n s e n t . H o w e v e r,
the evangelist went ahead and built his house next to the church, disregarding
t h e l a w s . T h r e e t i m e s t h e o f fi c i a l s o r d e r e d t h a t i t b e t o r n d o w n . F i n a l l y , s o m e
official sympathetic perhaps to the church or perhaps with some inducement from
a near-by new rice-hulling mill in the same predicament, offered a solution. "Take
off the s la te roofing and we wi l l take a p ic ture to show in our repor ts that the
buildings are being torn down; then you can replace the roofing and everythingwill be-all right." The rice-mill complied with this scheme and survived, but
the evangel is t took the roof o f f h is to i le t and not o f f h is house whic l i o f course
would be inconvenient . In short order, the author i t ies came and tore down the hou

Now I tel l this true story because it i l lustrates with a relatively minor incident
a s i tuat ion in which no one was act ing in the r ight . hTiat bothers me is not that
others were wrong, but that the one person who should have been acting according
to what is morally right regardless of consequences failed,,.the evangelist! Even
other Christians have tended to sympathize with him as though he was being perse
cuted for his fai th, forgett ing I Pet. 3:17, "Tor i t is better to suffer for doing
pight if t-bnt <;!^nn1d he Cod' s will, than for doing wrong." On the contrary here
was a clear case of one who forgot the admonition of Paul in Phil, 2:14-15 "Ho
all things Kithniit ariimblina or nuestloninp. that you mav hi fig*; and inno
cent children of Cod without blemish jg thp midgt of a, crooked and Qorvnr'iq "fiU-
prpt-jnn annnp vhnm vnu shine as licrhts in the world." our text for today.

' a y w ;
" T h f Y r n - r - r n p t l v v i t h B i m

t h f t v a r e n o I n n a e r h i s c l i i l d r e n b e c a u s e o f t h e i r b l e m i s h
t h e v a r e a n p r v p r ^ P n n r l r r n n k e d ( r e n e r a t i o n . "

If Paul saw his generation as crooked and perverse like that of Moses, he would
certainly not hesitate to use the same words to describe 1977. It is crooked
warped . ben t . . . f a r nu t o f a l i ohment w i th the s t ra igh t and t rue ya rd -s t i ck wh ich
i s God*s s tanda rd . I t i s pe rve rse , i ^ i l l f u l l y t u rn i ng as ide f r om the r i gh t pa th ,

11 Fill Iy perverting and corrupting for its own wicked purposes that which God
created and declared'as "good." I f Paul were l iv ing today perhaps he would be
more conscious of the evils of this generation because modern means of communica
tion make them wider known. ^peM^uld note too a casual attitude towards sin, and
a pprmi gc;-; vauess in £±ma^=wlg^wriais good and upright in the name of "to] eranco."
Other places in the Bible use the word darkness to describe what Paul is talking
about, h'e are accustomed to xuse this word with reference to uncivilized paigans.
as in the case of "dark Africa." Yet today the word applies to some pJJ tj^most
brilliantly lighted spots on earth. There is a darkness even in some,.fi± sophis
t icated nat ional capi ta l c i t ies. in the most splendid inst l tnt inns of learning,



i n t h e h i g h e s t o f h i g h i n t h e f a n t a s t i c l y w e a l t h y c j i r n o r a t i o n s . P e r h a p s
a n ' e x t r e m e e x a m p l e i s t h a t p a t h e t i c a c c o u n t o f H o w a r d H u g h s i n a r e c e n t T i m e M a g a
zine, jwhere porhap'sA'fhe wealthiest men in history deliberately chose to surround
h i m s e l f w i t h d a r k n e s s .

T h i s i s t h e i \ ' o r l d i n t o w h i c h J e s u s c a m e . H e c a m e t o d o s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t .
h - i m v a q l i f n , ? i p d t h e l i f ^ t V i P l i c r h t n f n o n . ^ \ g b t ■^ h - r n o g i n t h p d a r h n e s s
g p r i 1 - I t ^ r i g - r i - n p g g P a g n n t n v f ^ r r n n P - i t " J o h n t h e B a p t i s t , q u o t i n g I s a i a h , p r e d i c t
ed wha t the resu l t s o f H is coming i ^ rou ld be :

"Prppgrp thp t . 'fiv n f the Lord, m.ake h is nathg <; t ra ig? i t .
P v e r v v a l l e y s h a l l b p f m e d . a n d e v e r y m o u n t a i n P . h i l l s h a l l b e b r o u c r h t l o w

r r n n V p f ^ g ^ n i l h p n a d p s f r a j c r h t . a n d t h e r o u f f h w a v s s h a l l b e m a d e ^
a n d n i l ^ n 1 - . r o f - i . ^ n ^ - F T V 7 . • A . r - , V s . m O O t h ;

" A n a z - t - L s - t o n c e d r e w a p i c t u r e o f a w i n t r y t w i l - i n h t j t h e t r e e s h e a v i l y l a d e n w i t h
s n o w, a n d a d ^ r R n r y d a r k h o u s e ^ l o n e l v. a n d d e s o l a t e . i n t h e m i d s t o f t h e s t o r m . I t
w a s a s a d p i c t u r e i n d e e d . T h e n , w i t h a q u i c k s t f j r r k e o f y e l l o w c r a y o n , h e p u t a
l ight in one window. The effect was magica l . The ent i re scene was t ransformed in
t o a v i s i o n o f c o m f o r t a n d g o o d c h e e r . T h e b i r t h o f C h r i s t w a s j u s t s u c h a l i g h t
i n a a d a r k w o r l i l " ( 6 1 8 ) . . o ^ < s r v c v s c

H e r e i s w h e r e P a u l s a y s w e fi t i n t o t h e p i c t u r e , v . ' e a r e t o s h i n e a s l i g h t s i n
t h e w o r l d w h i c h } \ e h a s j u s t d e s c r i b e d a s c r o o k e d a n d p e r v e r s e . To o b a d w e d o n ' t
<;pRak Hreek to catch the beauty of his words: ' Phai-nes- the hos pho-ter-res." a
good mot to for a f ra tern i ty. The firs t word means to cause to sn ine^ to s l ied
light. The ^^RooTid means that which gives liglrt, an i 11 umi nn tor, the same word
u s e d i n G e n e s i s 1 w h e n C o d d e c l a r e d , " L e t t h e r e b e l i n - h t s i n t h e fi r m a m e n t . "
S o m e v e r s i o n s t r a n s l a t e i t a s " s t a r s . " P a u l t e l l s u s t o s h i n e l i k e s t a r s . . . t h e
b l a c k e r t h e n i g h t t h e b r i g h t e r t h e y s h i n e .

P erhaps Paul was thinking of many who had shone 4s lights in tiie midst of crook
ed" and perverse generations. There was Joseph in Egypt, surrounded by temptation
and ev i l , ye t res is t ing and cont inu ing to sh ine . There was ' loses on ; ! t . S ina i ,
entrusted with the sacred laws of t l ie Almighty, but facj ing a people gone mad with
lus t and ido la t ry. There was Dan je l . a h igh o ffic ia l in a p roud and pagan soc ie
ty, who braved a den of lions rather than yield his custom of daily prayer to the
t r u e G o d . T h e r e w a s L s l l i e - r , a l o n e w o m a n s u r r o u n d e d b y t h e l u x u r y a n d i n t r i g u e
of an Asiatic monarch's harem, yet bravely pursuing the mission for which God had
selected her. There was Lvdia. conver t o f Paul in Phi l ipp i to which he addressed
th is le t te r. . . ca r ry ing on as a l i gh t in the bus iness wor ld o f the c i t y marke t , and
the 11 o r who had the l i gh t sh in ing i n h imse l f as he ca r r i ed ou t h i s o f fic ia l
responsibilit ies. He can think of individuals and small groups all about us here,
i n l one l y and d i f fi cu l t and adve rse c i r cums tances , who a re l i gh t s . I t e l l my
Korean fr iends that the places at the r ight hand of the King of Heaven are going
t o b e r e s e r v e d f o r t h e l i a l - m o n - p i r. h i - p - < z a c ^ n f l i t t l e c o u n t r y c h u r c h e s . . . h o w m a n y
h a v e a l m o s t s i m g l e - h a n d e d l y k e p t t h e l i g h t s h i n i n g i n t h e d a r k e s t p l a c e s .

I n t h i s p a s s a g e , P a u l s a y s t h a t s h i n i n g a s l i g h t s i n v o l v e s a l l g o o d
t o r e m e m b e r a s w e b e g i n a n e w y e a r .

1 . Dn w i t Ln i i t r r r nn ib 1 i nd /n r nu R ' ; t i nn i n a .
2. f.R hIamRlRqq gnd iPnorR-nt rhnHrRP of God without blemish.
3 . H o l d f a s t t h e w o r d n f l i f e .

Do a l l th ings wi thout grum.b l ing or quest ion ing. How easy i t is to curse the
fVrl-nR^^ . t^nmRwhRrR T rmnRTnhRr a qiintatinn: "RatfRr than riir«:R -^he darkness . _it
i g t n l i r r i i i - g r a q d i R . " H h e n t h e w a y i s r o u g h , p e o p l e a r e u n c o o p e r a t i v e o r
u i igra- ta fu l , c i rcumstances are adverse. po l i t ica l or soc ia l env i ronment seems im
possible.. the child of God shines simply by not gri lingTHTere is the place to remember that God has a purpose for each of us, and that purpose may be merely to
s i i n i
t l e

L i i C t L U v ' V * J l C l O a L V * ' ! U I C I C * c w ^ ^

in the midst of di fficulty. The best r^nt idnt.e. when we are tempted to blame
r k n e s s o r t o g i i R s t - i n n Go d ' * , s g o o d n e s s a n d w i s d o m i n p l a c i n g u s i n i t , i s t o



remeinber the verse jus t above [vs . 14) Cnt ] i c a t - in vn i i ho t } ] tn tym
^T l^1 y r^ - r l - fn - r S ic apn t l - i l pacnrp

B e b l a n ^ e l e s s a n d i n n o c e n t , c h i l d r e n o f G o d w i t h o u t b l e m i s h . T h a t i s a h i g h
s t a n d a r d , b u t r e m e m b e r t h a t i n t h e s e r m o n o n t h e m o u n t . T p ^ h ' ^ t n i d H i s d i s c i p l e s
to be ppr fpr t . even as our Father in heavpn is per fect . "B lameless" " innocent"
" w i t h o u t h l p i n T < ^ ] w . . j i i q t t h e o p p o s i t e o f a " c r o o k e d a n d p e r v e r s e g e n e r a t i o n . "
B e c a u s e o f t h e s h a r p c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n w h a t i s s t r a i g h t a n d w h a t i s c r o o k e d , w h a t
i s l i g h t a n d w h a t i s d a r k , t h e r e v ; i l l b e a n t a g o n i s m . J e s u s p r e d i c t e d t h i s , " I f
the world hates vou. know that it has hated me before it hated vou.'TJn. 15:1^
" I f t h e y p e r , t h e v w i ' [ ^ p e r ' ^ e c u t e v o u . " r i 5 : 2 n i . P e t e r w r o t e i n h i s
l e t t e r : " B u t l e t n n n e n f v o n g n - F f e r a s a m u r d e r e r , o r a t h i e f , o r a w r o n g d o e r ,
o r a m i s c h i e f - m a k e r : v e t i f o n e s u f f e r s a s a C h r i s t i a n , l e t h i m n o t b e a s i i a m e d ,
bu t under tha t name le t h im g lo r i f y God, fl Pe t . 4 :15-16) .Remember tha t a l l the
d a r k n e s s i n t h e v / o r l d , c a n n o t p u t o u t t h e l i g h t o f o n e s m a l l c a n d l e . T h a t i s
t h e c a l l i n g t o w h i c h w e a r e c a l l e d a s C h r i s t i a n s . . . t o b e a s p u r e a s l i g h t i t s e l f .

( c ) H o l d f a s t t h e w o r d o f l i f e . T h e h ^ o r d o f L i f e i s o u r s t a n d a r d o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s
o u r w a y o f l i f e , a n d m o s t o f a l l o u r m e s s a g e t o t h i s c r o o k e d a n d p e r v e r s e g e n e r a
t i o n . S o m e v e r s i o n s t r a n s l a t e t h i s : " h o l d i n g f a s t t h e w o r d o f l i f e . " I t i s o u r
m o s t p r e c i n u q p n ' ^ s fi g s i n n f o r o u r s e l v e s b r i n g i n g k n o w l e d g e o f C l o d ' s l o v e a n d f o r
g i v e n e s s i n C h r i s t , H i s p r o m i s e s f o r o u r p r o t e c t i o n a n d c a r e , F l i s a s s u r a n c e , t h a t
our ways are in His prov i r lenre. But o ther vers ions read, "ho ld ing for th The word
o f l i f e , o r p r o f f e r t h e w o r d o f l i f e . " w h i c h m e a n s i t i s s o m e t h i n g w e e x t e n d t o
i l l u m i n e t h e d a r k n e s s a r o u n d n s . T h e r e i s n o t h i n g m o r e p o w e r f u l ^ m o r e b r i l l i a n t
a g a i n s t t h e w o r l d ' s d a r k n e s s t h a n a l i f e w h i c h i s " b l a m e l e s s a n d i n n o c e n t a n d
w i t h o u t b l e m i s h . " w h i c h i s " h o l l d i n g f o r t h e w o r d o f l i f e . " " P h i 1 1 i p g t r a n s l a t e s
t h e s e w o r d s : " F o r y o u h o l d i n v n u r h a n d s t h e v e r y w o r d o f l i f e . " h ' e h a v e s o m e
t h i n g m o r e p r e c i o u s t h a n g o l d , m o r e e f f e c t i v e f o r t h e w o r l d ' s i l l s t h a n t h e
b e s t m e d i c i n e s . * . a n y y e a r s a g o a m a n w r o t e t h e s e w o r d s . . . .

" S o m e y e a r s a g o I w a s s i t t i n g a t d u s k a t t h e w i n d o w o f a h o u s e i n S c o t l a n d
s o s i t u a t e d t h a t i t c o m m . a n d e d t h e v i e w o f a n e n t i r e s t r e e t o f t h e c i t y . S u d d e n l y
t h e r e c a m e o u t f r o m t h e a l l e y w a y n e a r t h e h o u s e a m . a n w i t h a l i g h t e d t o r c h o n t h e
e n d o f a s t i c k . G o i n g t o a l a n p ^ p c r s t n e a r b y h e t h r u s t t h e t o r c h t o t h e n o z z l e
o f t h e g a s - j e t w h i c h i m m e d i a t e l y b u r s t i n t o l i g h t . H e t h e n w e n t t o t h e n e x t p o s t
a b o u t t h e m i d d l e o f t h e s q u a r e w h e r e t h e fl a m e f r o m t h e l i t t l e t o r c h a v / a k e n e d
a n o t h e r b l a z e o f l i g h t . I s a t t h e r e w a t c h i n g t h a t l a m p - l i g h t e r a s h e p u r s u e d h i s
t a s k , a n d l o n g a f t e r h i s f o r m b e c a m e i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e , I c o u l d t r a c e h i s m o v e
m e n t s b y t h e l a m p s h e l i g h t e d a n d t h e l o n g t r a i l o f l i g h t s t h a t h e l e f t b e h i n d h i i
Yo u r b u s i n e s s a n d m i n e i s t o s o l i v e t h a t a f t e r o u r p e r s o n a l i t i e s h a v e b e c o m e
l o s t i n t h e s h a d o w s , w e s h a l l l e a v e b e h i n d u s a t r a i l o f l i g h t t h a t w i l l g u i d <
the steps of those who otherwise may walk in darkness."(p, 199)

Le t me c l ose w i t h a l i t t l e f an tasy f r om the pen o f D r. Kenne th Fo reman whom some
o f us knew and wh ich pe rhaps I have used I i e re be fo re (Cand les on the G lac ie r 182 )

m a n a n d h i s a n g e l s t o o d b e s i d e t h e g l a c i e r o f t h e w o r l d .
" I t i s c o l d , " s a i d t l i e m a n .
" I t i s c o l d e r a t n i g h t , " s a i d t h e a n g e l .
" I t w o u l d b e e a s i e r t r a v e l i n g i f t h i s w e r e a r i v e r , " s a i d t h e m a n .
" I t i s a r i v e r , " t h e a n g e l s a i d , " I t m o v e s e v e r t o t h e s u n l i t f e a , "
" B u t t h e r e i s n o m o t i o n i n i t , " s a i d t h e m a n . " A l l t h i n g s a r e a s t h e y w e r e a n d
a s t h e y m u s t b e . "
" Ye t i t m o v e s , " s a i d t h e a n g e l , " D o y o u h e a r t h o s e s o u n d s ? T h e s c o u r i n g o f t h e
m i g h t y r o c k s , t h e c r a s h i n g o f y o n d e r t o w e r o f i c e , t h e s e t h i n g s b e s p e a k t h e
m o t i o n t h e e y e d o e s n o t s e e . "
" B u t i t i s c r u e l , " s a i d t h e m a n , " A l l t h i s g r i n d i n g a n d c r u s h i n g o f t h e v a l l e y
fl o o r . "
" I t i s t h e s o u n d o f t k p r e p a r a t i o n f o r g r e e n l i f e i n f u t u r e a g e s , " s a i d t h e a n g e l
"And it is dangerous," the man said again, "A man may slip quickly to his death."



"Majry have done so. '-any will do so."
"jfeid the darkness is falling," cried the man."It is," the angel agreed. "Ko prayer delays the appointed dark."
"But look!" said the man. "I see lights upon the glacier, here and there. Sparks,
pinpoints...What are these against the night?"
"They do not lighten the whole darkness," said the angel. "But they save lives.A man may guide his course hy them. Facli light marks the place of an explorer...
poets, prophets, saints, heroes; voices in the icy silence, sparks of flame in
t h e f r e e z i n g d a r k . "
" B u t m e n s t i l l s t u m b l e , o u t t h e r e o n t h e g l a c i e r . "
"Yes, and many fall. But by those same small lights they rise again."
"Do the lights hasten the dawn?" akked the man.
"Time, and the Glacier," said the angel, "hasten for no man's welcome, flee for
n o m a n ' s c u r s e . D a w n w i l l c o m e o n l y i n i t s t i m e . "
"Those l ights are so few," the man said.
" T h e m o r e r o o m f o r y o u r s , " s a i d t h e a n g e l .
" W h a t i s o n e l i g h t o n a l l t h e b l a c k a n d b i t t e r i c e ? "
" W h a t c a n a l l t h e d a r k n e s s i n t h e w o r l d < t o t o o n e l i g h t ? "
" B u t w h e r e i s fi r e ? " c r i e d t h e m a n . " W i t h o u t fi r e I c a n l i g h t n o c a n d l e . "

vSo the angel held out to him, all unexpect ing, a burning coal from the altar of
the INv is ib le ; wherat the man l ighted h is shor t c jhd le and set i t , in fear and
trembling, out upon the Glacier. And some who passed, weary and marrow-cold,
were thereby lighted past one danger, and were set forward with good cheer upon
their iourney to the hidden Dawn.**^
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S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g ; P h i l i p p i a n s 3 : 8 - 2 1

Te x t : " . . . t h a t I m a y k n o w H i m , a n d t h e p o w e r o f H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n . . . " ( P h i l . 3 : 1 0 )

C h r i s t i a n i t y i s a r e l i g i o n o f p o w e r . A s J e s u s a s c e n d e d i n t o h e a v e n , H e p r o m i s e d
H i s d i s c i p l e s : " Yo u s h a l l r e c e i v e p o w e r w h e n t h e H o l y S p i r i t h a s c o m e u p o n v o u . " P a u l

s p o k e o f p o w e r s o m e 5 0 o r 6 0 t i m e s i n h i s l e t t e r s . " I a m n o t a s h a m e d o f t h e g o s p e l ,
h e w r o t e C h r i s t i a n s l i v i n g i n R o m e , t h e c e n t e r o f p o w e r i n h i s d a y , " f o r i t i s t h e

p o w e r o f G o d f o r s a l v a t i o n . " ( R o m . 1 : 1 6 ) H e s p o k e o f t h e " s u r p a s s i n g g r e a t n e s s o f

{ G o d ' s ) p o w e r t o w a r d u s w h o b e l i e v e . " ( E p h . 1 : 1 9 ) B u t t h e s e w o r d s a r e m e a n i n g l e s s

w i t h o u t t h e g r e a t e s t o f a l l d e m o n s t r a t i o n s o f p o w e r w h i c h w a s t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f

J e s u s C h r i s t H i m s e l f f r o m t h e d e a d .

W o u l d t h e r e h a v e b e e n a n o u t p o u r i n g o f p o w e r a t P e n t e c o s t w i t h o u t t h a t

a s t o n i s h i n g m i r a c l e a t t h e g a r d e n t o m b ? W i t h o u t h a v i n g m e t t h e r i s e n a n d g l o r i fi e d
Chr i s t cou ld Pau l ^ l ad l y have th rown ove rboa rd h i s en t i r e pas t i n o rde r t o know tha t

Lord, and the/f5ower of His resurrection? Easter Power was the supreme act of God, the

A l m i g h t y , w h o i s O n e a n d y e t T r i - u n e . I r r e s i s t i b l e p o w e r s u r g e d t h r o u g h e a c h P e r s o n
o f t h e T r i n i t y : t h e p o w e r o f C h r i s t t o s a v e s i n n e r s b y H i s d e a t h , t h e p o w e r o f G o d t o

r a i s e C h r i s t f r o m t h e d e a d , a n d t h e p o w e r o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t t h r o u g h b e l i e v e r s t o

w i t n e s s . T h i s i s t h e p o w e r o f w h i c h P a u l w r o t e i n P h i l i p p i a n s 3 : 1 0 d e s i r i n g " t h a t I

m a y k n o w H i m , a n d t h e p o w e r o f H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n . " B y t h i s E a s t e r P o w e r . C h r i s t w a s

V i n d i c a t e d . t h e C h u r c h w a s V i t a l i z e d , a n d e v e r y C h r i s t i a n i s V i c t o r i o u s . "

C H R I S T W A S V I N D I C A T E D . " H e i s r i s e n ! " w a s t h e g l o r i o u s , a s t o u n d i n g ,

u n b e l i e v a b l e n e w s r a c i n g t h r o u g h t h e C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y i n J e r u s a l e m t h a t fi r s t

E a s t e r m o r n i n g . " O u r T e a c h e r a n d M a s t e r h a s r i s e n ! " A t t h a t m o m e n t t h o s e fi r s t

C h r i s t i a n s c o u l d n o t h a v e r e a l i z e d a l l t h a t t h i s m e a n t t o t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e y

s o o n b e c a m e a w a r e i n s u c c e e d i n g d a y s . T h e y c o u l d n o t k n o w w h a t 8 0 0 0 y e a r s o f b u i l d i n g

o n t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h a t e v e n t h a s t a u g h t u s t o d a y . T h e i r i n i t i a l r e a c t i o n m u s t o n l y

h a v e b e e n : " B y G o d ' s p o w e r e v e r y c l a i m m a d e b y o u r b e l o v e d J e s u s i s v i n d i c a t e d ! A l l

t h a t H e s a i d a n d w h i c h w e f a i l e d t o c o m p r e h e n d w a s t r u e ! T h r e e d a y s a g o w e s a w H i m

c r u c i fi e d ; w e l a i d H i s m u t i l a t e d b o d y i n a t o m b ; a l l o u r h o p e s w e r e d a s h e d i n t h e
c o n v i c t i o n t h a t o u r f a i t h i n H i m a s G o d ' s M e s s i a h w a s m i s t a k e n a n d a l l w a s o v e r ! B u t

n o w . . . w h a t a r e v e r s a l ! W e r e m e m b e r h o w H e p r e d i c t e d : " T h e S o n o f M a n i s g o i n g t o b e

d e l i v e r e d i n t o t h e h a n d s o f m e n ; a n d t h e y w i l l k i l l H i m , a n d H e w i l l b e r a i s e d a g a i n

o n t h e t h i r d d a y . " ( M a t t , 1 7 : 8 2 - 8 3 ) O n l y t h e p o w e r o f A l m i g h t y G o d c o u l d a c c o m p l i s h

s u c h a n a m a z i n g m i r a c l e . T h i s c o n fi r m s t h a t o u r M a s t e r r e a l l y i s t h e M e s s i a h , t h e

l o n g - e x p e c t e d O n e , O u r K i n g , o u r L o r d !
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S e v e r a l w e e k s l a t e r , o n t h e D a y o f P e n t e c o s t , P e t e r p r e a c h e d a s t i r r i n g s e r m o n

w h e r e h i s k e y c l a i m w a s : " T h i s J e s u s G o d r a i s e d u p a g a i n . " ( A c t s 2 : 3 2 ) L i k e a l a w y e r

p u t t i n g a w i t n e s s o n a s t a n d , P e t e r s u m m o n e d D a v i d w h o h a d p r o p h e s i e d i n P s a l m 1 6 t h a t
d e a t h w o u l d n o t b e a b l e t o h o l d i n i t s g r a s p t h e O n e w h o m G o d b y s u p e r i o r p o w e r h a d

m a d e L o r d a n d C h r i s t . H e c i t e d t h e m i r a c l e s a n d w o n d e r s a n d s i g n s G o d h a d p e r f o r m e d

t h r o u g h t h i s m a n o f N a z a r e t h . T h e n P e t e r r e b u k e d a l l c h a l l e n g e r s b y a f fi r m i n g t h e
r e s u r r e c t i o n o f C h r i s t i t s e l f : " K n o w f o r c e r t a i n t h a t G o d h a s m a d e H i m b o t h L o r d a n d

C h r i s t . " ( A c t s 2 : 3 6 ) T h o s e e l e c t r i fi e d J e r u s a l e m C h r i s t i a n s t o o k u p t h e c r y t h a t

s h o o k t h e w h o l e w o r l d : " J e s u s i s w h o H e c l a i m e d t o b e l G o d h a s c o n fi r m e d t h i s b y a n

a c t o f H i s p o w e r . . . w h a t g r e a t e r v i n d i c a t i o n t h a n t h e p o w e r o f H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n ? "

P h i l i p p i a n s , c h a p t e r 3 , r e fl e c t s P a u l ' s c o n v e r s i o n e x p e r i e n c e o n t h e D a m a s c u s
r o a d . H e h a d h e a r d a c c o u n t s o f w h a t J e s u s h a d d o n e a n d s a i d . H e k n e w a b o u t H i s

c r u c i fi x i o n a n d t h e c l a i m s t h a t H e h a d r i s e n f r o m t h e d e a d . B u t H e d i d n o t " k n o w

H i m . " R e j e c t i n g a l l r e p o r t s a b o u t t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n , h e h a d l e f t J e r u s a l e m i n a fi e r y

c r u s a d e t o c o n t i n u e e x t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n m o v e m e n t i n f a r a w a y D a m a s c u s .

C o n f r o n t e d o n t h e w a y b y t h e l i v i n g C h r i s t H i m s e l f , u n d e n i a b l y a l i v e a n d s p e a k i n g t o

h i m , P a u l i n a fl a s h h a d a c q u i r e d t h a t k n o w l e d g e . . . h e h a d c o m e t o " k n o w C h r i s t . " T h e

o r i g i n a l w o r d s i n P h i l . 3 : 1 0 a r e " g o t t o k n o w C h r i s t . " T h e n a n d t h e r e , i n t h a t v e r y

i n s t a n t , P a u l " g o t t o k n o w C h r i s t , a n d t h e p o w e r o f h i s r e s u r r e c t i o n . " H e r e w a s w h a t
h e c a l l e d " t h e s u r p a s s i n g v a l u e o f k n o w i n g C h r i s t J e s u s m y L o r d " i n v e r s e 0 .

K n o w i n g C h r i s t a n d t h e p o w e r o f H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n b e c a m e P a u l ' s p e r s o n a l a n d
b l e s s e d g n o s i s , t h e f u n d a m e n t a l k n o w l e d g e a n d t r u t h o n w h i c h h e w o u l d b a s e h i s w h o l e

f u t u r e l i f e . W i t h t h e l i v i n g p r o o f o f G o d ' s p o w e r , c a m e h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e

m e a n i n g o f t h e s u f f e r i n g a n d d e a t h o f C h r i s t . I t w a s t h e fi n a l , c e r t a i n , a n d o f fi c i a l
c o n fi r m a t i o n o f G o d ' s a c c e p t a n c e o f t h a t r a n s o m f o r o u r s i n . T h a t p o w e r o f t h e

r e s u r r e c t i o n m o v e d P a u l f r o m d e fi a n c e t o d e f e n s e o f C h r i s t . . . f r o m t o t a l r e j e c t i o n t o

c o m p l e t e s u b m i s s i o n t o H i s S a v i o r . . . e v e n t o t h e p o i n t o f p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n H i s

s u f f e r i n g s b y e n d u r i n g t h e h a t r e d o f t h e u n b e l i e v i n g w o r l d . H e w e n t o u t t o p r o c l a i m :
" I f C h r i s t h a s n o t b e e n r a i s e d , t h e n o u r p r e a c h i n g i s v a i n , y o u r f a i t h i s v a i n . . . B u t

n o w C h r i s t h a s b e e n r a i s e d f r o m t h e d e a d ! " ( I C o r . 1 5 : 1 7 & . 2 0 ) F o r P e t e r a n d P a u l a n d

f o r a l l C h r i s t i a n s e v e r s i n c e , i n c l u d i n g m i l l i o n s a r o u n d t h e g l o b e t h i s m o r n i n g ,

E a s t e r p o w e r m e a n s t h a t a l l t h a t J e s u s s a i d a n d d i d a r e v i n d i c a t e d .

I I . T H E C H U R C H W A S V I T A L I Z E D . T h e i n f a n t c h u r c h o f J e r u s a l e m w a s i n s t a n t l y

t r a n s f o r m e d b y t h e " p o w e r o f t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n . " " H e i s r i s e n ! " t h e y c r i e d . T h e

e f f e c t w a s l i k e p u s h i n g s o m e g i a n t e l e c t r i c a l s w i t c h t o a l l o w u n l i m i t e d e n e r g y t o fl o w

t h r o u g h t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s o f a w o r l d - w i d e p o w e r g r i d . T h e p o w e r o f t h e H o l y
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Sp ir i t, and the power of the saving Gospel were soon to be fully realized too, but the
resurrect ion was the power to t ransform doubt ing and waver ing and downcast d isc ip les

into zealous believers who now accepted all the claims of Christ, who were willing to
commit their l ives unreservedly to Him, and who obeyed His commands to wait for that

promised fur ther in fus ion of the power of the Holy Spir i t enabl ing them to go out and
t u r n t h e w o r l d u p s i d e d o w n w i t h t h e G o s p e l . W i t h E a s t e r p o w e r t h e C h u r c h c a m e a l i v e !

The 2000-year history of the Church and her existence today as a living body is
ev idence o f the resu r rec t i on o f Chr i s t as an ac tua l even t and i s i r re fu tab le p roo f o f

i t s p o w e r . I n h i s b o o k " L o v i n g G o d " C h a r l e s C o l s o n a p p l i e s h i s l e g a l s k i l l s t o

demonstrate that the existence of the Church rests upon the power of the resurrect ion.

Co l son was spec i a l counse l t o P res i den t N i xon , i n vo l ved i n t he Wa te rga te Scanda l ,

f o u n d t h e L o r d w h i l e i n p r i s o n , a n d f o u n d e d t h e P r i s o n F e l l o w s h i p m i n i s t r y. T h e

problem with Watergate was not so much the ini t ial cr ime as the conspiracy to cover i t

u p . C o l s o n p o i n t s o u t t h a t i f h e a n d a l l t h o s e h i g h - p o w e r e d l a w y e r s , E h r l i c h m a n ,

H a l d e m a n , M i t c h e l l , a n d t h e P r e s i d e n t h i m s e l f , w i t h a l l t h e i r e n o r m o u s p r e s t i g e ,

influence, and power could not successful ly cover up a rather minor cr ime, how in the
w o r l d w o u l d e l e v e n m e n w i t h t h e c o m p l i c i t y o f u p t o 5 0 0 m o r e h a v e s u c c e e d e d i n

c o v e r i n g u p a " f a k e d " r e s u r r e c t i o n . . . a b u s i n e s s f a r m o r e v u l n e r a b l e t o p u b l i c

s k e p t i c i s m a n d r e j e c t i o n ? A s C o l s o n p u t s i t ( p . 6 8 ) , " t o s u b s c r i b e t o t h i s a r g u m e n t
(o f a cover -up) , one must a lso be ready to be l ieve tha t each d isc ip le was w i l l ing to

b e o s t r a c i z e d b y f r i e n d s a n d f a m i l y , l i v e i n d a i l y f e a r o f d e a t h , e n d u r e p r i s o n s , l i v e

p e n n i l e s s a n d h u n g r y , s a c r i fi c e f a m i l y , b e t o r t u r e d w i t h o u t m e r c y , a n d u l t i m a t e l y
d i e . . . a l l w i t h o u t e v e r r e n o u n c i n g t h a t J e s u s h a d r i s e n f r o m t h e d e a d . "

Some years ago a pastor phoned to ask me to speak on missions at a Sunday morning

s e r v i c e . A s w e w e n t d o w n t h e c a l e n d a r w e f o u n d t h a t e v e r y S u n d a y w a s a l r e a d y

s c h e d u l e d u n t i l A p r i l 2 8 w h e n I s a i d w e h a d n o a p p o i n t m e n t . " O h , t h a t w o n ' t d o , " h e

r e p l i e d , " t h a t ' s E a s t e r S u n d a y ' . " N o m i s s i o n a r y s e r m o n w i l l d o o n E a s t e r ! I ' m s u r e h e
didn't mean that the way they struck my ears. He was thinking of Easter as the spring

d a y w h e n fl o w e r s b e g i n t o b l o o m , t h e b i r d s s i n g , a n d t h e c h u r c h i s b e t t e r fi l l e d t h a n
o n a n y o f t h e p a s t 5 1 S u n d a y s w i t h h a p p y p e o p l e i n c o l o r f u l n e w o u t fi t s a s s e m b l e d t o

l i s t e n t o g l o r i o u s c h o i r m u s i c a n d a s e r m o n a b o u t t h e e v e n t s o f C h r i s t ' s r e s u r r e c t i o n .

B u t m i s s i o n s ? N o ! C o u l d h e h a v e f o r g o t t e n t h a t t h e g o o d n e w s o f E a s t e r P o w e r w a s t h e

h e a r t o f t h e fi r s t m i s s i o n a r y p r o c l a m a t i o n ? U t t e r l y c o n v i n c e d o f G o d ' s p o w e r t o r a i s e

a c r u c i fi e d S a v i o r f r o m t h e d e a d , t h o s e fi r s t C h r i s t i a n s w e n t e v e r y w h e r e p r i m a r i l y t o

w i t n e s s t o t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n . T h e r e p l a c e m e n t f o r J u d a s I s c a r i o t w a s s e l e c t e d o n t h e

b a s i s o f o n e w h o c o u l d b e c o m e " a w i t n e s s w i t h u s o f H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n . " T h e fi r s t

s e r m o n s o f P e t e r a n d o t h e r s p r o c l a i m e d t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n ! E x c i t e m e n t o v e r t h e



r e s u r r e c t i o n s t i r r e d t h e c h u r c h t o i n s t a n t i n t e n s e a c t i v i t y . O f c o u r s e t h i s c r e a t e d

v i o l e n t o b j e c t i o n s , h o s t i l i t y , a n d p e r s e c u t i o n . Y e t t h e g a t e s o f h e l l i t s e l f c o u l d

n o t p r e v a i l a g a i n s t a c h u r c h v i t a l i z e d , m a d e a l i v e , a n d w i t n e s s i n g t o E a s t e r P o w e r .

B e c a u s e t h e H e a d o f t h e C h u r c h , J e s u s C h r i s t , d i e d a n d i s a l i v e f o r e v e r m o r e , H i s

b o d y , t h e c h u r c h , d e r i v e s i t s l i f e f r o m H i m . W i t h o u t E a s t e r P o w e r t h e c h u r c h w o u l d

n e v e r h a v e b e e n b o r n ; w i t h o u t h e r l i v i n g H e a d s h e c o u l d n o t h a v e g r o w n t h r o u g h t h e

ages; without His presence at the r ight hand of God today there would not be a single
c h u r c h i n a l l t h e w o r l d . T h e r e i s a s t o n i s h i n g v i t a l i t y i n t h e c h u r c h . L i t t l e b a n d s

o f C h r i s t i a n s a p p e a r u n e x p e c t e d l y o u t o f n o w h e r e l i k e s a p l i n g s s p r o u t i n g f r o m t h e

r o o t s o f a t r e e m a n y y a r d s a w a y . S e e m i n g l y l i f e l e s s l i t t l e c e l l s i n t h e b o d y o f

C h r i s t s u d d e n l y fl o u r i s h o v e r n i g h t w i t h o u t v i s i b l e c a u s e . T h e r e s u r r e c t e d C h r i s t

s t i l l v i t a l i z e s H i s c h u r c h . " D o n o t b e a f r a i d . " h e s a y s , " I a m t h e fi r s t a n d t h e

l a s t , a n d t h e l i v i n g O n e : a n d I w a s d e a d , a n d b e h o l d . I a m a l i v e f o r e v e r m o r e , a n d I

h a v e t h e k e y s o f d e a t h a n d o f H a d e s . " ( R e v . 1 : 1 7 - 1 8 )

I I I . T H E C H R I S T I A N I S V I C T O R I O U S . B y t h e p o w e r o f t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n , C h r i s t i s

V i n d i c a t e d , a n d t h e C h u r c h i s V i t a l i z e d , a n d t h e C h r i s t i a n i s V i c t o r i o u s . E v e r y

E a s t e r s e r m o n t o d a y w i l l p r o c l a i m o u r v i c t o r y o v e r d e a t h b e c a u s e o f E a s t e r P o w e r .

" N o w G o d h a s n o t o n l y r a i s e d t h e L o r d , b u t w i l l a l s o r a i s e u s u p t h r o u g h H i s p o w e r . "

( I C o r . 6 : 1 ^ ) M o s t q u o t e d w i l l b e I C o r . 1 5 : 2 0 , " B u t n o w C h r i s t h a s b e e n r a i s e d f r o m

t h e d e a d , t h e fi r s t f r u i t s o f t h o s e w h o a r e a s l e e p . " W e a f fi r m t h i s h o p e i n t h e

A p o s t l e s ' C r e e d : " I b e l i e v e i n . . . t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e b o d y , a n d t h e l i f e

e v e r l a s t i n g . " E a s t e r P o w e r m e a n s p o w e r o v e r d e a t h f o r u s t o o ' .

B u t E a s t e r P o w e r i s n o t j u s t " p i e i n t h e s k y " i n t h e f u t u r e , b u t p o w e r f o r

t o d a y . . . p o w e r f o r v i c t o r i o u s l i v i n g t o d a y . P a u l d r e w a p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n t h e

e x p e r i e n c e o f C h r i s t a n d o f u s C h r i s t i a n s i n I I C o r . 1 3 : 4 ; " F o r i n d e e d H e w a s
c r u c i fi e d b e c a u s e o f w e a k n e s s , y e t H e l i v e s b e c a u s e o f t h e p o w e r o f G o d . F o r w e a l s o

a r e w e a k i n H i m , v e t w e s h a l l l i v e w i t h H i m b e c a u s e o f t h e p o w e r o f G o d d i r e c t e d

t o w a r d y o u . " T h e r e i s a s t r o n g c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n s u f f e r i n g a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n i n

P a u l ' s w o r d s h e r e . S o m e h o w P a u l s a w t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f C h r i s t , H i s v i c t o r y o v e r

s u f f e r i n g a n d d e a t h , a s s o m e t h i n g w e t o o s h a r e . E v e r s i n c e h i s c o n v e r s i o n o n t h e r o a d
t o D a m a s c u s , w h e n h e " g o t t o k n o w t h e p o w e r o f t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n . " P a u l a l s o k n e w t h a t

h e w o u l d b e s u b j e c t e d t o s u f f e r i n g . G o d h a d s a i d o f P a u l , " H e i s a c h o s e n i n s t r u m e n t

o f M i n e , t o b e a r M v n a m e b e f o r e t h e G e n t i l e s a n d k i n g s a n d t h e s o n s o f I s r a e l : f o r I

w i l l s h o w h i m h o w m u c h h e m u s t s u f f e r f o r M y n a m e ' s s a k e . " ; ( A c t s 9 : 1 5 - 1 6 ) K n o w i n g

G o d ' s p o w e r t o r a i s e C h r i s t f r o m t h e d e a d , P a u l f e l t t h a t h e c o u l d c a r r y o u t h i s G o d -

g i v e n m i s s i o n t o t h e w o r l d w i t h t h e c o n fi d e n c e e x p r e s s e d i n P h i l i p p i a n s 4 : 1 3 , " I c a n
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do all things through Him who strengthens me."

Because Christ lives, He is with us, and we claim His promise: "Behold, 1 am with
vou always." (Matt.28:20) Easter power energizes victorious living no matter what
temptation and suffering and fear surrounds us in this world.

1. Easter power brings victorv over sin. Just as Jesus died for our sins,
and rose again, so in submitting ourselves through faith to Him as our Savior, we nail
our sins to His cross, bury them through His forgiveness, and then rise again in
newness of life because, as Paul says repeatedly, we are "in—Him." He who has
received "all power in heaven and earth" imparts His own life to those in fellowship
with Himself. Christians not only live physically, but "Christ liveth in" them.

2. Easter power brings victorv over suffering. None of us, no matter how
saintly, is exempt from suffering. For some it is the suffering of persecution...the
ridicule, the sneers, the snubbing, the prejudice, the discrimination of the non-
believing world. For some it is physical suffering, pain of body or mind, the results
of accident or ag^, or the effects of long and strenuous toil. For some it is
suffering because of tensions within our society, in our families, among our friends.
Yet amid all the problems, distresses, frustrations, boredoms, and afflictions of all
kinds, there is victorious living because we already belong to a Kingdom whose
Sovereign has won the victory.

3. Easter power brings victorv over death. Because of the ^odi ly
resurrection of our Lord, we have the assurance that we too will receive new
bodies..-different from our present ones just as the resurrected Christ was somehow
different from the Jesus who walked the shores of Galilee.,.and yet the same in some
mysterious form. His was now a spiritual body of eternal dimensions. Easter power is
the basis of our faith to affirm in our creed that we believe in "the resurrection of
the body and the life everlasting." With Paul we know that "Bur citizenship—is (even
now) in heaven, from which also we eagerly await for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His
□lory bv the exertion of the power which enables him even to subject all things to
h i m s e l f . " ( P h i l . 3 : 2 0 - 2 1 )

CDNCLUSIQN! Hallelujah! What a Savior! Easter power, the power of the
resurrection is past, present and future...an historical event of the past, a present
power to live, and a future hope to which we may cling, "Thanks be to—God, who gives
us the victorv through our Lord Jesus Christ." (I Cor. 15:58)



I s e r v e a r i s e n S a v i o r , H e ' s i n t h e w o r l d t o d a y ;
I k n o w t h a t H e i s l i v i n g , w h a t e v e r m e n m a y s a y ;
I s e e H i s h a n d o f m e r c y, I h e a r H i s v o i c e o f c h e e r ,
A n d j u s t t h e t i m e I n e e d H i m H e ' s a l w a y s n e a r.

I n a l l t h e w o r l d a r o u n d m e I s e e H i s l o v i n g c a r e .
A n d t h e ' m y h e a r t g r o w s w e a r y I n e v e r w i l l d e s p a i r ;
I k n o w t h a t H e i s l e a d i n g , t h r u a l l t h e s t o r m y b l a s t .
T h e d a y o f H i s a p p e a r i n g w i l l c o m e a t l a s t .

R e j o i c e , r e j o i c e , 0 C h r i s t i a n , l i f t u p y o u r v o i c e a n d s i n g
E t e r n a l h a l l e l u j a h s t o J e s u s C h r i s t t h e K i n g l
T h e H o p e o f a l l w h o s e e k H i m , t h e H e l p o f a l l w h o fi n d ,
N o n e o t h e r i s s o l o v i n g , s o g o o d a n d k i n d .

H e l i v e s . H e l i v e s , C h r i s t J e s u s l i v e s t o d a y ?
He walks with me and talks with me along lî 'e's narrow way.
H e l i v e s . H e l i v e s , s a l v a t i o n t o i m p a r t !
Yo u a s k m e h o w I k n o w H e l i v e s ? H e l i v e s w i t h i n m y h e a r t .



S c r i n t u r e r e a d i n f ^ : T C o r . 1 5 : 3 5 - 5 3 ; P h i l . 3 : 2 0 - 2 1

Text: '^The Lord Jesiis Christ.. v.'ill tran^fnrn the hndv of mir hunhlp ^fnte.-intn
[ P h i l . 3 : 2 0 - 2 1 J

" T h e r e s u r r e c t i o n d o e s n o t n i e a n t h e c o n t i n u e d e x i s t e n c e o f t h e s o u l a f t e r d e a t h . "
(Hodpe ITT, 771 ) . Don ' t l e t t ha t s ta temen t shock you ! "The d i s t i nc t i ve t each ing
o f C h r i s t i a n i t y a b o u t t h e f u t u r e i s n o t t h a t t h e s o u l i s i m m o r t a l . P a g a n i s m
t e a c h e s t h a t . I t i s t h a t t h e r e i s a r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e b o d y . W e a r e t o b e l i u m a n
b e i n g s i n t l i e w o r l d t o c o m e . A d i s e m b o d i e d s p i r i t i s n o t a c o m p l e t e h u m a n b e i n g .
A human being consists of an embodied spirit. The body of th^ future will be the
resurrection body. 'The new man in Christ is made complete only by the resurrec
tion body . ' " (W. K.lVhite , The Resurrection Body, p. 15) Uu.
F o r s o m e t i m e I h a v e b e e n t h i n k i n g o f t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e p h r a s e i n t h e A p o s t l e s '
Creed; "I believe in the resurrection of the body." Note the omissioji^^of "soul" or
" s p i r i t " . . . o n l y t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e b o d y i s c l e a r l y a f fi r m e d i n t h e
i m m o r t a H t v o f t h e s o u l w a s t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d w h e n t h e c r e e d w a s f o r m u l a t e d . C h r i s
t i a n s b e l i e v e t h a t e a c h o f u s l i a s a s o u l w h i c h w i l l n e v e r d i e . P u t t h e r e s u r r e c
t i o n o f t h e b o d y w a s j j e n i e d b y s o m e , o v e r l o o k e d b y o t h e r s , a n d g r o s s l y d i s t o r t e d
by s t i l l o the rs . Tha t was t r ue i n MeAs^ Tes tamen t t imes , and when the C reed was
c o m p o s e d 4 c e n t u r i e s l a t e r , a n d i s a l s o t h e s i t u a t i o n t o d a y.

L o o k a t t h e s e A v ' o r d s : " t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e b o d y . " T h e A v ' o r d " b o d y " w a s n o t u s e d
i n t h e P . n g l i s h v e r s i o n o f t h e c r e e d u n t i l 1 5 4 5 . b u t h a d r e a d : " T b e l i e v e i n t h e
r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e fl e s h " . . . a l i t e r a l t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e C r e e k a n d L a t i n w o r d s o f
t h e - o r i g i n a l . T h e P i ' ^ l e i t s e l f d o e s n o t u s e t h e p h r a s e " r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e b o d y "
o r " r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e fl e s h " a t a l l . B u t t h e t e a c h i n g i s p l a i n l y t h e r e a n d i s ' *
f o u n d i n o u r t e x t t o d a y , P h i l . 5 : 2 0 - 2 1 : " T h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . . . w i 1 T t r a n s F n n - i
the body of our humble state into conformity A^ith the body ofTTis "lorv, bv the .^oy-
e r t i o n o f t h e n o Av ' o r t l i a t H e l i a s e v e n t o s u h i e c t a l l t h i n g s t o l l i m g e l T * "

T h e o t h e r w o r d i s r e s u r r e c t i o n . T h i s d o e s n o t m e a n r e a n i m a t i o n o r r e s u s c i t a t i o n a s
was the case with Lazarus^u-hn resumed life after 4 days in the tombJwTt}itTie~Tden-
t ical body he had always i iad, subject to a l l i ts normal human l imi tat ions, and e-
v e n t u a l l y d y i n g i n t h e u s u a l w a y . " T h e s t o n e w a s r e q u i r e d t o h e r o l l e d a w a v t o
permit Lazarus to come out of t i ie tomb. Jesus did not require the stone to be rol l
e d a w a y i n o r d e r t h a t H e m i g h t c o m e - ^ o r t h . T h e a n g e l r o l l e d t h e s t o n e f r o m t h e
d o o r t o l e t t h e o u t s i d e r s i n , n o t t o l e t J e s u s o u t . L a z a r u s b r o u g h t A v i t h h i m o u t
o f t h e t o m b t h e w r a p p i n g s o f t h e g r a v e t h a t w e r e a b o u t h i m . J e s u s c a m e f o r t h f r o m
t h e t o m b w i t h o u t t h e w i n d i n g s h e e t s o f d e a t h . [ ! e d i d n o t n e e d t o b e l o o s e d a n d l e t
7?. " [k^ite, 16). The word resurrection comes from a Creek Avord "anastasis" occur-
i n g a b o u t 4 . 0 , i m g - ^ i n t h e N e A v Te s t a m e n t . I t m e a n s t o r a i s e u p , t o s t a n d u p . I n
the Bible and in Christian usage, this A\'ord means raising up a body v/ith a complete
l y t r a n s f o r m e d n a t u r e j u s t a s J e s u s H i m s e l f w a s r a i s e d , ' i n t h e C r e e d A v e a f fi r m
t h a t Avhat happened to Jesus bodv will hanpon m nnr own b-.adie s. P e s u r r e c t i on!
T e y r

Our thoughts today are limited to this one credal phrase ,^*^are are based on the asr.
sumption that all of us here accept the historical fact of the bodily resurrect: i nn
of Jesus^.Christ. We are trying to ansAver these three questions:

1. Why do we believe in the resurrection of the body?
2. What wi l l be the nature of the resurrect ion body?
" . W h a t b l e s s i n g s a r e o u r s b e c a u s e o f t h i s b e l i e f ? '

Q w i n i m m e d i a t e l y■KRrmiqn josns rnse trnm the dead Wifh a Knrlv whirh could be seen and
t o u c h e d , a n d w h i c l i c o u l d e a t a n d t a l k w i t h t h e d i s c i p l e s . " H e r e i s t h e f o u n d a t i o n
of our be l ie f in the resurrect ion of the body. When Lazarus d ied, Jesus d id not
n ' ■ ' * * . • ' . r t ^ I • •

c n t n c ^ * l A - i t v C h i ' i s l i i n v ' t s c K f c i i f v i
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» . . " c l c c / a . v ; « 0 T 1 ) ( r c i ( _ ; > V C < ' " ' ' * ^ h f X . C > » ^ C ^correct Martha when she said. "Lhnow that he will rise a/?ain in the resurrection
on the Ips f dnv. " He d i rec ted her fa i th towards H imse l^^ " I an the res i i r re r t i nn
and the life: ge who believes in Ve shalllive even if he dies T f'jn 11 •' 26 V The
reference is plainly to a ■.rising- after nlivsical death, spoke too of''_nliiiL-
in^ IP Ml'- and that ffe is in us and we are in ilim. This speaks of an identifica-ticm of the Christian with Jesus, and with His experience both nov: and in the here-
^fter. I viH core acain. and receive vou to Vvself: that where I ar. there vou
rnv also. (_Jn. 14:3), Inseparable! lie rose in the body; v;e shall rise bodilv'

B . ^ 'A s e c o n d a n s w e r t o o u r q u e s t i o n i s , " H q c p h q ^ t h o t ^ n c r h ^ c n P ^ v T n ^ ^ .
o n l y t o u c h h i n h l i e h t s o f t h e a b u n d a n t e v i d e n c e .■ esus . i-ri_s^j^ risen ■f'rop the dead^was the key point of Anostolic nreachinfj. It

stirred the bitterest persecution.^' ft was required as a nart of the confession of
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in vour heartthat Cod raised ihr^ from the dead, vou shall be savedf hnrr.. in-g')—This was the

explosive cnarae that set the churcii in r>otlon.—TITr'Apostolic teachino that theresurrection of Jesus was a pattern to be followed by all believers eave it double
:>i?nif icance. He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will
b i f fi n ^ ' t a m i i i a r r i t t e e n c n n n t e r o t I C o r i n t h i a n s - - ;beeins With affirmation of Christ's resurrection and iroves loaicallv to a sublime
conclus^n tnat we shall all be chanced (vs. 52) so that what has been a Vnatiirnl- i n d y . w i l l b e r a i s e d a s a " S n i n t u a l h n d v " ( v s . 4 2 - 4 4 ) . —
A third answer to the question: "Why do we believe in the resurrection of the body?*

the Tiblical teaching that we will be saved as a whole. There is nothing frac-
110^ anout our saivar i on. . . no parr ot whal: is "me" will be left out. "'otiust

personality...an^of^. Jesus was concerned about the total'man,both tnat which can be called pnysical or material and that which is snirltual.
^■reeks I^es]iised tlie body, but Christians believed tliat man is made in the image ofwhose workmanship i>;g^^cannot despise The body is the '^temple of the ilolv Snirif
n F " fl e s h a n d b l o o d c a n n o t ' i n h e r i t t h e k i n g d o mo[^d Rut that was unre.generate flesh before the Holy bpiri^took up residence int .e^ody to prepare it for the resurrection. In T?om. 8:23, Paul sneaks of the ',rc-
demntion of our^ bodv . There arc no paps in the plan of Cod...not'part of us, but
the functi^n^nfsaving grace, and His power to resurrect.wVLn r u- the Saviour having reconciled all things to Himself through the• nlnnrh^ f-L ^ ' m, ? '^^" present us "Holy and blameless and bevoiT^re-^j^o^h to Ills Patlier. \^e shall he like Him when we see Mim as He is.'TT Jn. 3:2)
m h'hat ̂ ■•ill he the nature of the resurrection body? For 2000 years there has beenmuch conjeaUld, aiHd dl 11 [dLhdi' blHfre^. lUî nevcr a loved one is laid t^rest

W < ^ w o n - r n h o n t - f - V i n c - T I - » ^ , . v . . . . _ .we wonder abouj thy. Those who ridicule Jthe whole idea of a bodily resurrection
h i L c n . n n i n t h e s e a s , o r ^ S ^ l n b y " a n n i -rn^c be reassembled into bodily form. Yet for those with faith to acLpt(-00 s iSord, there are ample clues to satisfy our curiosity.

A!t leajt three figures of speech in the Bible describe what haonens: sinonin. .n.l
î LUlir-o- seed planted in tae ground, and sheddino an old nan^nnr and puttint: on ;

n p p l a c e . " W h e i
t I g o . t h a t I

r , ' , = I - H . . " ^ 1 " 1 " t h o s e w h o h a v e f a l l e n a s l e e n i n . l e s u s . ' ^

seed planted in the ground, and shedding an old garment and putting on a....... Our word cemetery' comes from the first of these... a "sleeping Hace.'' When
Lazarus died, .lesus said: "P"r friend Lazarus has fallen asleen. but' T
.m.?v nwaken him out of sloen''W.'ln 11-IH .Iteplien under a hall'of sto:

i v i i u i i d v e T a x . i e n a s i e e p i n J e s u s . '(vs 14) The V.estmxnsier shorter Catechism borrows the same expression: "The souls
of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do immediateinto glory; anci their "ocJies homg stljl unlted to (.'hri.st, jo rest̂ 'in'thgiP n'raves
ttU the rcsurrectyn.' nere are words we can understand... a person asleep
is in renose, resting, at peace, no longer burdcperl or p gained. I^'ote too that
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Goc'
o u r

that nody is st i l l in Christ ,^uni tGd with Uin, wait ing to b© aivakcned auj jVirvf i l
3 •Then, there is tlie figure of seed in the around. Jesus used it of Ffis own deathand resurrection. Unless a rrain^^^xyj^^^^^fTris into the earth and dies it rc-

m n i n c ; h v i t s e l f a l o n e ; b u t i f i t i t d i e s , i t h e a r s n u c h / r u i t . ' W. l n . p ^ i l
answers the question before us in I Cor. 15 so frraphically it needs no exposition.
in this case I will inake an exception to my usual criticism of the Livin<^ Hible
to quote from it: "But someone mav ask. 'How will the dead be hrouoht bark tn 1ifp
atrain? What kind of bodies will they have?' What a foolish question! You will PiTu
tne answer in your own warden! V.hen you put a seed into tJie eround it doesn't <7row
into a nlant unless it ' d i es^t-yr^. And wnen tne crreen snoot comes up out oi the
seed, ir IS very dirrerent rrom tne seed you first planted. ['or all you out InT^
the c^round is a dry littie seed or wneat, or whatever it is you are nlantinp. tiienr.od Piyes It a heautinu new uody. . . ^ust ' the kind he wants it to have: a cHf^erent

—

^ -Tust t!ie kind lie wants it to have." What better kind of body could anybody want?Yhe third figure is puttinp on a new Paul tells us, 'V.-e shall he chnmc-d.
imĵ erithable and this mortal, must put on im-1 I ' Uor. lb.bZ-53j '\Pain: ^T-or indeed in this house we arnnn. bninn hni--dened because we do not want to be unclothed but to be closed. in ord^rwhat is mortal may be swallowed up by iil'e.'' TT Cor. S:?-4S. b'o shall' be chanLdThat IS the work Û un by the l!olV .'Spirit when He puts savin, tLtn introur hearts

anh When He clothes us with the new bodies fit for'existence in heavenaS?'^tth God. I see in these three figures the,work of the Triune God;Mleop;in Jesus. ■ .idciuification wjHi the abidin/'ffaViour, with a hodv iusTblp r
waps^ls^^^. . the perfect will of accomplished! c!ort&€rdwelling fr̂ TTheaven. . .the completion of the work of the Holy SpirTrf—
bhrlv"°^fanswer our question about the nature of the resurrection;!n^ifihh:' -o whirbT^h^aMr :id'^be same ... n^rf^hd!i iHt I 1 iru. Ulii oe iQCOrm 2a,nk,Q., and yet not subject to tne '^ame laws of n^t

b o d i e s I t T L I d i m e n s i o n s w e c a n n o t i m a e i n e . O u rDoaies are now adapted to needs and functions demanded bv oArthiv nT.ir.-r-
they will be adpated to whatever it takes to live and act in^SlZSh^h'with the
h!r!hat ?h!rwil faiHl in the assurance of Goh'!i I f u r t he r specu la t i on i s ca l l ed f o r. "The Lo rd Jesus^iil Plorl!'' hnr^bie state into conformity iTTTTrthe hodv of

Pir^ir;!!5rn l-irsf? rr-r? s;.™;....!?'
7 ; ; s s . r ? L r i - ■

TTdStii ''"feh^'nhh'tllf hlohh^ahd ?e!pect!" frffhkent
!Lep L JekT shLth?nr i nn no... something which is now a-b.,r?h7b3i" s .°bh7ar*fp""'Tf'''bbS°°r''

onn''depar^^yhi5^ife""'''yry^ onrsejyes .and the comfort when our lovedones depart tins life. -or tHis reason I'aul tells us "not to grieve, as dn the rest
'lave nn—0£e_ (I Thess. 4:13) but to "comfort one another with these words.

n a t u r e
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18 ) and to say w i th b in : " /Thanks be to nod , i s ' ho c r i ves us the v i c to ry th rouc rh ou r
T n r t l . T q s ' j s C h r i s t . " C I C o r . 1 5 : 5 7 ) . S o i ^ e o f y o u h a v e h e a r d r i e t e l l o f e x a p ^ i n i n g a
nan a t t l ^ .e So; : -sen,g-won leprosy co lony near Ch i in ju ^or bapt ism many years s lqo . He
w a s b l i n d , t h e d i s e a s e h a d e a t e n a w a y I n s h a i r , p a r t s o f h i s f a c e , h i s fi n g e r s a n d
f e e t . T a s k e d : " I V h a t k i n d o f b o d y w i l l y o u h a v e w h e n y o u g e t t o h e a v e n ? " P e o p l e
w i t h t h a t d i s e a s e h a v e l i t t l e f a c i a l e x p r e s s i o n , b u t e v e n h i s h o r r i b l e f e a t u r e s
l i t u p a s h e r e p l i e d , " h ' o t a b o d y l i k e t h i s o n e , b u t o n e l i k e J e s u s ? "

^The third blessing is that the resurrection of our bodies again
n n v. ' e r o f H o d . I f h o r s e p o w e r i s o u r u n i t o f e n e r g y, r e m e m b e r t h a t " t l i e r e s u r r e c t i o n
o f J e s u s i s t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t u n i t o f p o w e r . " ( W h i t e 8 3 ) . C o d w h o c r e a t e d t h e f a r
t h e s t r e a c h e s o f t h e u n i v e r s e , w h o p u t t o g e t h e r i n n u m e r a b l e c o m p o n e n t s o f o u r b o d
i e s , w i l l o n c e a g a i n d e m o n s t r a t e H i s i n fi n i t e p o w e r i n r e f a s h i o n i n g o u r b o d i e s !IVe can safely nre^dict^^ th^a^ scientists will never discover all the secrets of Cod's
power^ but that,. 1 show that power mult ipl led to the nth degree ^evo^d ^11
they discover. Here is what we affirm twice in the Apostles' Creed. . .He^is^N-tlTPigh-
t y . " H e i s t h e A l m i g h t y G r e a t e r . \ ^ e n e v e r g r o w s w e a r y. F o r F ! i m n o t h i n g i s i m
p o s s i b l e . " I s a n y t h i n g t o o h a r d f o r J e h o v a h ? ( W h i t e 8 3 ) A n d i t i s t h e w i l l o f
t h e F a t h e r t o d i r e c t " t h e s u r p a s s i n g g r e a t n e s s o f H i s p o w e r " ( E p h . 1 : 1 9 ) t o a t t a i n
i n g H i s u l t i m a t e p u r p o s e o f c o n s u m a t i n g a l l t P i n g s i n u n r i s t J U s S o n . . . a n d t h a t
i n c l u d e s t h e h e a v e n l y s t a t e o f a l l H i s c h i l d r e n .

'.'For our citizenship is in heayenj__from_whj_chaJ^^
t h e L o r d J e s u s
m i t v w i t l i t h e b o d y o 1 a t

f n r -


