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Te x t ; " O u r c o m i n g t o y o u w a s n o t i n v a i n . . . f o r y o u a r e o u r g l o r y a n d j o y , " I T h e s e .

2 : 1 a n d 2 0 .

S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g : I T h e s e . 2 : 1 - 1 E » 1 9 - 2 0 .

p a i n t a p i c t u r e o f a n e x e m p l a r y p a s t o r a t e » p u t t o g e t h e r t h e f i r s t a n d l a s t
v e r s e s o f F i r s t T h e s s a l o n i a n s j c T i a p t e r t w o . i s a n y m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l w h o

c a n e c h o t h e s e w o r d s o f P a u l : " F o r v o u y o u r s e l v e s k n o w ^ b r e t h r e n ^ t h a t o u r c o m i n g t o

y o u w a s n o t i n v a i n . . . f o r v o u a r e o u r o l o r v a n d i o v. " H i s m i n i s t r y i n T h e s s a l o n i c a

may have been no longer than three weeks, yet in what is perhaps the very first of al l
the New Testament books, we have a gl impse of the int imate relat ionship of a beloved

p a s t o r a n d a b e l i e v i n g c o m m u n i t y i n G r e e c e a r o u n d 5 0 A . D .

At th is ins ta l la t ion serv ice , what message is appropr ia te fo r your pas tor whom I

know quite well since he is my brother-in-law, and for fC congregatiorj where I know no

o n e ? f a t h e r , f a t h e r - i n - l a w , a n d t h r e e b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w . . . h a v e a l l b e e n

Presbyter ian min is ters , and he h imsel f has served five pastora tes . . .what counse l cou ld
we give him about shepherding? Surely a stranger whose ministry in American churches
h a s b e e n l e s s t h a n t h r e e y e a r s c a n n o t p r e s u m e t o i n s t r u c t t h i s c h u r c h w i t h h e r

i l l u s t r i o u s h i s t o r y o f n e a r l y i fl O y e a r s ! ^ d a y w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s a n e w

beginning it behooves us to measure ourselves by an exemplary pastor of long ago who
could tell his Thessalonian friends, "Our coming to vou was not in vain" and by a
congregation to whom he could write, "You are our glory and iov."

accused him of being a revolutionary whose Gospel had "turned the world upside down,"

stirred up a riot and forced him to flee the city? No indeed! Memo^^of that
experience merely emphasized the colossal impact of three Sabbaths of "teaching and
qivinq evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saving
'This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to vou is the Christ '" (Acts 17:2,3) was this
m i n i s t r y " n o t i n v a i n ? "

Philippi for preaching the Gospel, it took courage to preach that same Gospel in
T h e s s a l o n i c a a g a i n , b u t t h a t d i d n o t d e t e r P a u l . A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y w i t h i t s
fondness of tolerance and human r ights does not treat i ts preachers with such physical

roughness but amid our materialism, our intellectualism, and our spiritual complacency
unsympathetic ears, there are hearts that reject the truth, and tongues that

y ^ h e f o r g o t t e n h o w e n e m i e s a t T h e s s a l o n i c a h a d

9 ^
4' There was boldness in preaching. Having just been beaten and jailed in



can cut and hurt. Peog^e often shrug off or repudiate a Gospel that demands
repentance for sin, faith in a crucified Saviour and obedience to a risen Lord.
bold proclamation of the old old story of Jesus and His love, takes courage because it
i n v i t e s r i d i c u l e , r e s e n t m e n t o r r e j e c t i o n . . . b u t , a s i n T h e s s a l o n i c a , i t c o n s t a n t l y

"performs its work" (v. 13) among those who receive it with joy. Pa^ was bold in the
Gospel, convinced that he was elected by God to be a steward of the unsearchable
r i c h e s o f J e s u s C h r i s t .

How easy it would have been in a city where many prominent Greek men and women

"received the word with great eagerness" (Acts 17:11) for Paul to have compromised his

teaching, win the applause of these listeners with flattery or with words which made
them feel good, and thus enjoy their hospitality and generosity as his successors in
the ministry have often been tempted! Ye^I am sure that along with all he could say
about the love and grace and fo rg iveness o f God, he d id no t hes i ta te to inc lude the

same unpopular message he preached later in the court of Caesarea to Felix and
D r u s i l l a a b o u t t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s G o d d e m a n d s , t h e s e l f c o n t r o l h e r e q u i r e s i n

r e s i s t i n g t h e w i l e s o f t h e D e v i l , a n d t h e j u d g m e n t t o c o m e f o r t h o s e w h o w i l f u l l y

reject the salvat ion offered in Chr ist , would never have proclaimed a Gospel of
mere sweetness and l ight , or of se l f - improvement fads, or the " le ts have a good-t ime"

c o u n t r y - c l u b a t m o s p h e r e p o p u l a r i z e d i n s o m e m o d e r n p u l p i t s . N o , h e p r e a c h e d w i t h
boldness the pure Gospel wi thout omiss ion or d is tor t ion merely to cour t favor wi th h is

h e a r e r s . H e w a s a n s w e r a b l e o n l y t o G o d .

P
f e . T h e r e w a s g e n t l e n e s s a s p a s t o r . e a s i e r t o p i c t u r e P a u l a s " b o l d " t h a n a s

" g e n t l e . . . 1 i k e a n u r s i n g m o t h e r t e n d e r l y c a r e s f o r h e r o w n c h i l d r e n . " A ^ a g r e a t

apost le he could have asser ted h is author i ty, swung h is weight around, made al l k inds
o f d e m a n d s . I n s t e a d h e w a s l i k e a g e n t l e a n d l o v i n g m o t h e r f u l l o f f o n d a f f e c t i o n f o r

his children in the faith at Thessalonica. ^a^ was literally in love with that
c h u r c h t o w h i c h h e w r o t e w i t h t h e t e r m s o f e n d e a r m e n t a n d a r d e n t e x p r e s s i o n s o f a

l o v e r t o h i s b e l o v e d . I n K o r e a , c h i l d r e n f r o m t h e e a r l i e s t a g e a r e t a u g h t t o g i v e a n d

r e c e i v e g i f t s w i t h b o t h h a n d s . P a u l * ^ w a s a t w o - h a n d e d g i v e r . H e s p o k e o f i m p a r t i n g

n o t o n l y t h e G o s p e l i t s e l f w i t h o n e h a n d b u t " b u t a l s o o u r o w n l i v e s , b e c a u s e y o u h a d

b e c o m e v e r y d e a r t o u s " w i t h t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e G o o d S h e p h e r d , h e w a s w i l l i n g

t o s a c r i fi c e h i m s e l f . . . h i s v e r y l i f e f o r t h e fl o c k . S o a n x i o u s w a s h e t o s e r v e

r a t h e r t h a n t o b e s e r v e d t h a t h e w o r k e d " n i g h t a n d d a y " . . . e n d u r i n g l a b o r a n d

h a r d s h i p . . . s o a s n o t t o b e a n y b u r d e n t o h i s c o n v e r t s . w a s s o p a i n f u l t h a t
he had to send Timothy to br ing back news of h is f r iends. i j i * - that congregat ion there
m u s t h a v e b e e n g o o d a n d b a d , d o c i l e a n d w i l f u l , o b e d i e n t a n d d i s o b e d i e n t , b u t t h i s

pastor loved them all. H^^ould not let programs or projects, professionalism or his



own priorities stand between himself and God's children in the church! ^^^aul was
here today he would be rejoicing with those who rejoice? weeping with those who weep.
He would promote and participate in the "fellowship of the saints?" with whom he
wou ld l ove to s ing? "B les t be the t i e tha t b inds ou r hear t s i n Chr i s t i an love ! "

There was exemplary personal behavior̂  8^^ God and the Thessalonians could
w i t n e s s ? s a i d P a u l ? " h o w d e v o u t l y a n d u p r i o h t l v a n d b l a m e l e s s l y w e b e h a v e d t o w a r d v o u

bel ievers." Houl^that all of us preachers could always make that claim! ^^events
o f 1 9 8 7 h a v e d r a m a t i c a l l y r e m i n d e d u s A m e r i c a n s o f h o w e s s e n t i a l i t i s f o r o u r

l e a d e r s ? w h e t h e r i n g o v e r n m e n t o r i n t h e c h u r c h ? t o b e u p r i g h t a n d b l a m e l e s s b e f o r e

G o d a n d m a n ! T h a n k G o d t h a t f o r e v e r y p a s t o r o r p o l i t i c i a n w h o d i s g r a c e s a p o s i t i o n

o f t r u s t b y i m m o r a l b e h a v i o r ? i n t e m p e r a n c e ? o r fl ^ u ^ ^ t i n g o f a l l d e c e n c y a n d

l a w. . . t h e r e a r e h u n d r e d s w h o n e v e r m a k e t h e h e a d l i n e s b u t s e r v e a s h o n o r a b l e e x a m p l e s

to others. ^Ho^wonderful if all pastors could emulate Paul who humbly confessed that
h e w a s " t h e c h i e f o f s i n n e r s " y e t a l s o p r o u d l y c l a i m e d e x e m p l a r y b e h a v i o r . . . " d e v o u t ?

upright? and blameless?" before the Thessalonian Christians. Thu^he could he claim
t h e r i g h t n o t o n l y t o l o v e t h e m a s a n u r s i n g m o t h e r c a r e s f o r h e r o w n c h i l d r e n ? b u t

a l s o t o " e x h o r t a n d e n c o u r a a e a n d i m p l o r e e a c h o n e o f v o u a s a f a t h e r w o u l d h i s o w n
A A / V / V W - ■ "

c h i I d r e n . " B a b e s i n t h e f a i t h n e e d t h e t e n d e r l o v i n g c a r e o f a m o t h e r ? b u t y o u n g

a d o l e s c e n t s a n d e v e n a d u l t s i n t h e c h u r c h n e e d a f a t h e r ' s c o u n s e l a n d w i s d o m a n d

e x a m p l e . L i k e a g o o d f a t h e r r a i s i n g t e e n a g e r s ? P a u l w a s a m o d e l f o r a l l p a s t o r s b y

e x h o r t i n g h i s c h a r g e s i n t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h ? e n c o u r a g i n g a n d c o m f o r t i n g t h e m i n t h e

a d j u s t m e n t s t o t h e l i f e i n C h r i s t ? a n d m o s t o f a l l t e s t i f y i n g t o t h e e n d t h a t t h e y

m i g h t m a t u r e i n t o w o r t h y c i t i z e n s o f t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d . M o s t s i g n i fi c a n t o f a l l w a s
h i s o w n r i c h s p i r i t u a l l i f e ? a l i f e o f p r a y e r ? c o n s c i o u s n e s s t h a t h e w a s " i n C h r i s t ? "

a n d t h a t h e w a s c a l l e d o f G o d . A l l c o u l d r e c o g n i z e t h a t h e w a s a t r u e m a n o f G o d .

O n l y b y e x e m p l a r y b e h a v i o r a n d p i e t y h i m s e l f h a d h e e a r n e d t h e r i g h t t o e x h o r t a s h e
d i d l a t e r i n t h i s l e t t e r < 5 : 1 1 ) " a b s t a i n f r o m e v e r y f o r m o f e v i l . " N o w o n d e r t h a t

P a u l a s p r e a c h e r a n d p a s t o r c o u l d c l a i m ? " O u r c o m i n a t o v o u w a s n o t i n v a i n . "

Paul's church...his olorv and "Rie^ThessaIonian church demonstrated that a
s u c c e s s f u l p a s t o r a t e i s a t w o - w a y a f f a i r w i t h p a r t s p l a y e d b y b o t h t h e p a s t o r a n d b y

t h e p e o p l e h e s e r v e s . c o u l d s c a r c e l y r e s t r a i n h i s e n t h u s i a s m i n p r a i s i n g t h a t

c h u r c h ? b e g i n n i n g h i s l e t t e r w i t h t h a n k s t o G o d f o r t h e i r " w o r k o f f a i t h ? a n d l a b o r o f

l o v e ? a n d s t e a d f a s t n e s s o f h o p e i n o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t , " G o d h a d e n a b l e d t h o s e

C h r i s t i a n s t o g i v e e x e m p l a r y r e s p o n s e t o e v e r y a s p e c t o f H i s m i n i s t r y .

I Bold Gospel oreachino was received as the word of ^^Sod^. "Uher^ou received
f r o m u s t h e w o r d o f G o d ' s m e s s a g e ? " s a y s P a u l i n 2 : 1 3 ? " v o u a c c e p t e d i t n o t a s t h e
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word of men but for what i t real ly is» the word of God» which also performs i ts work

in you who believe." Ho^ miraculous is the power of God's Word! ^^ewhe^^^aul
exclaimed: " I am not ashamed of the Gospel i for i t is the power of God unto salvat ion

t o e v e r y o n e w h o b e l i e v e s ^ t o t h e J e w fi r s t a n d a l s o t o t h e G r e e k , "

miracle of miracles repeated over and over again. As a former missionary in Korea> I
can test i fy that ' th is mirac le does not depend upon the e loquence or persuasiveness or

b e a u t i f u l v o i c e o r a t t r a c t i v e p e r s o n a l i t y ) o r e d u c a t i o n o r b r i l l i a n c e o f t h e

preacher. W^have seen that Gospel bear fruit when related by ignorant grandmothers
and en thus ias t i c bu t un t ra ined young peop le as we l l as g rea t p reachers . Bu t as the

s n o w a n d t h e r a i n c o m e d o w n f r o m h e a v e n t o w a t e r t h e e a r t h a n d c a u s e i t t o b e a r a n d

sprout so that Word had performed its work in the hearts of the Thessalonians who
bel ieved, causing them to turn f rom idols to serve a l iv ing and t rue God. The account
o f P a u l ' s v i s i t i n A c t s 1 7 n o t e s t h a t t h e y " r e c e i v e d t h e w o r d w i t h g r e a t e a g e r n e s s ,

examinino the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so" "R^e^^ot only
l i s t e n e d t o t h e p r e a c h e r , b u t t h e y a c c o m p a n i e d t h i s w i t h s t u d y o f G o d ' s W o r d
t h e m s e l v e s . . . t h e r e i s e v e n a h i n t h e r e t h a t t h e y w e r e c h e c k i n g u p o n t h e i r p r e a c h e r ' s

accuracy.. .which ought to keep any pastor on his toes too! How blessed is the church,
where the Word of God is not only accepted as ful ly authori tat ive, and given a central

p lace, but a lso under the supervis ion of the Holy Spir i t is heard, read,studied,
b e l i e v e d a n d o b e y e d !

t

^ Pastoral care like that of a lovino mother was matched by congreqational^
harmony. Wou ldn ' t every pas tor long to wr i te thus to h is church as d id Pau l (These.

" N o w a s t o t h e l o v e o f t h e b r e t h r e n , y o u h a v e n o n e e d f o r a n y o n e t o w r i t e t o

y o u , f o r y o u y o u r s e l v e s a r e t a u o h t b y G o d t o l o v e o n e a n o t h e r ; f o r i n d e e d y o u d o

p r a c t i c e i t t o w a r d a l l t h e b r e t h r e n w h o a r e i n a l l M a c e d o n i a , w e u r o e v o u

b r e t h r e n , t o e x c e l s t i l l m o r e . " T h a t l a s t p h r a s e t e l l s u s w e c a n n e v e r h a v e e n o u g h

l o v e w i t h i n t h e C h r i s t i a n f e l l o w s h i p . . . e v e n i n T h e s s a l o n i c a w h e r e i t w a s s o e v i d e n t !

n^^^^^some other churches to which Paul wrote , there is no ev idence here o f
d i s s e n t i o n , b i c k e r i n g , s e l f - s e e k i n g , j e a l o u s y . . . y e t h e i m p l o r e s ; " e x c e l s t i l l

m o r e . . . l i v e i n p e a c e w i t h o n e a n o t h e r . " N o t h i n g c a n b r i n g g r e a t e r j o y a n d p e a c e t o a

c h u r c h t h a n w h e n n o t o n l y t h e p a s t o r l o v e s t h e s h e e p , b u t a l s o h e r m e m b e r s f o r g i v e o n e

a n o t h e r i n t h e s p i r i t o f H i m w h o h a s f o r g i v e n u s i n C h r i s t J e s u s , a n d a r e m o r e a n x i o u s

t o s e r v e t h a n t o b e s e r v e d , a n d w h o s e l o v e e v i d e n c e s t h e t r u e " f e l l o w s h i p o f t h e

s a i n t s . " P a u l a d d s a n i n t r i g u i n g t o u c h i n 5 : 1 2 : " A p p r e c i a t e t h o s e w h o d i l i g e n t l y

l a b o r a m o n g y o u a n d h a v e c h a r g e o v e r v o u i n t h e L o r d a n d g i v e v o u i n s t r u c t i o n . . . e s t e e m

them very highly in love because of their work." P^^achUiq and the pastoral labors of
v i s i t i n g , o f c o m f o r t i n g t h e s i c k a n d t h e t r o u b l e d , a n d a l l t h e d u t i e s o f l e a d e r s h i p

e x a c t a n d e x h a u s t s p i r i t u a l a n d e m o t i o n a l e n e r g i e s i n w a y s u n r e a l i z e d a n d u n s e e n b y
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others...but deserving both the appreciation of the congregation and their prayers as
well, ^atj^adds this plea: "Brethren^ prav for us." (5:25) ^jj^inister may fail
because he receives too much praise? but never because he receives too much prayer.

This appreciation extends to all faithful church officers? Sunday school teachers?
youth advisors? leaders in the women's organization? musician5?treasurers?secretaries»
custodians. What harmony there is in the church governed by mutual love, mutual
serving, and mutual appreciation of each part of the body by all other members!

1̂  Paul's exemplary behavior was imitated by his readers.̂  ̂r̂chapter ̂  ? Paul
wri tes: "We reouest and exhor t vou in the Lord Jesus? that? as you received f rom us

instruction as to how vou ought to walk and please God (lUSt as vou actually do walk)?

t h a t v o u m a y e x c e l m o r e a n d m o r e . " n o c r i t i c i s m , b u t P a u l r e p e a t s " E x c e l m o r e

and more." He points out that " this is the wi l l of God, your sanct ificat ion," and
b r i e fl y r e m i n d s t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n s t h a t t h i s i n v o l v e s t h e s a n c t i t y o f m a r r i a g e
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ? d i l i g e n t a n d h o n e s t l a b o r t o m a k e a l i v i n g , a n d p r a i s e - w o r t h y
deportment in society, ^^gjj^than in most of his writings, in this letter the Apostle
seemed to govern every teaching and every exhortation with a constant reminder that
J e s u s C h r i s t w i l l c o m e a g a i n . . . a n o f t e n n e g l e c t e d ? b u t n o n e t h e l e s s e s s e n t i a l

d o c t r i n e - w r o t e t o t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n C h r i s t i a n s n o t o n l y t o c o r r e c t s o m e

misunderstandings about the Second Coming? but also to instruct about its implications
for living lives in full readiness to receive our Lord when He comes, l^reminds his
r e a d e r s t h a t w e " a r e a l l s o n s o f l i g h t a n d s o n s o f d a y ? " a n d w i t h t h e h e l p o f t h e H o l y

Spir i t must conduct ourselves as l ights rather than stumbl ing blocks. cal ls each
o f u s ? w h e t h e r i n t h e p u l p i t o r i n t h e p e w ? t o e x e m p l a r y C h r i s t i a n l i v i n g b e f o r e a

crooked and perverse generation ssc.iotT. and to în readiness for full accountability
before the Judge of all the earth in the day when he comes to judge the quick and the

d e a d .

Conclusion. ^i^ bold preaching of the Gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ and
a congregation who received that message as the Word of God? w^^ pastoral care
d e s c r i b e d a s l i k e t h e t e n d e r l o v e o f a m o t h e r f o r h e r c h i l d r e n m a t c h e d b y a h a r m o n y

a n d j o y a m o n g P a u l ' s s p i r i t u a l c h i l d r e n ? a n d e x e m p l a r y p e r s o n a l b e h a v i o r o n t h e

a p o s t l e ' s p a r t i m i t a t e d b y t h e p r a i s e w o r t h y u p r i g h t l i v i n g o f t h e s a i n t s o f
Thessa lon i ca . . . no wonder the wr i t e r o f t h i s a f fec t i ona te l e t te r exc la ims : "Q t^ r coming

t o v o u w a s n o t i n v a i n , ( a n d ) . . . w h o i s o u r h o p e o r i o v o r c r o w n o f e x u l t a t i o n ?

n o t e v e n v o u , i n t h e o r e s e n c e o f o u r L o r d J e s u s a t H i s c o m i n g ? F o r v o u a r e o u r o l o r v

and iov. " Mav God b less the pas to ra te o f H is servan t in these churches , so tha t h is

c o m i n g w i l l n o t b e i n v a i n ? a n d t h a t f o r h i m a n d e s p e c i a l l y b e f o r e t h e H e a d o f t h e
c h u r c h y o u m a y b e a g l o r y ? a j o y, a n d a c r o w n o f e x u l t a t i o n !



I A '
V T A n E x e m p l a r y M i s s i o n a r y\ , 1 T t e s s . 2 : 1 - 1 2

\ '
T e x t : " O u r v i s i t t o y o u w a s n o t i n v a i n . " I T h e s s . 2 : 1

— V .

"Our visit to vou was not in vain." At the end of a day or^ career^ can wo^

c l a i m C t h g s a m g ? I T h e s s . 2 p r o v i d e s a c h e c k - l i s t * . f o r u s t o f o l l o w , f r o m t h e

p e n o f " A n E x e m p l a r y M i s s i o n a r y . " To m o r r o w w e w i l l c o n s i d e r " A n E x e m p l a r y

Church" based largely on^ gb.Q<;;t'epy 1, ^ ^ ^ but not^engage in^full discussion
of Paul 's teaching about the second coming of our Lord, certainly unncrmost

in his mind as he wrote. No matter'ĵ ĉcessful he is, every missionary can
s e e k t o b e a b e t t e r o n e , a n d a n y c h u r c h w i t h w h i c h h e l a b o r s , n o m a t t e r h o w

admi rab le , can become a mo re g l o r i ous member o f t he body o f Ch r i s t !

P a u l ' s m i s s i o n a r y h o r i z o n w a s a l w a y s e x p a n d i n g , b u t t h e v i s i o n o f a m a n f r o m

M a c e d o n i a g a v e i t w o r l d - w i d e d i m e n s i o n s b y m o v i n g h i m i n t o t h e ^ r e a l n i o f A l e x -

a d e r t h e G r e a t w h o , ^ s e t o u t t o c o n q u e r t h e w o r l d t h r e e c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e . W i l

liam Barclay tells us: '^^The full name of Troas was Alexandrian Troas. Phil-

ipp i was ca l led a f te r Ph i l ip , the fa ther o f A lexander. Thessa lon ica was named
a f t e r h i s h a l f - s i s t e r. . . A l e x a n d e r w a s t h e fi r s t a n d t h e g r e a t e s t o f t h e u n i - V.

v e r s a l i s t s . H e h a d s a i d h i m s e l f t h a t i t w a s h i s a i m t o ' m a r r y t h e e a s t t o

the west.'^^ As Paul sailed to Macedonia, would he* ask himself :^^Why can't the
Gospel of the greatest King of all conquer the whole world, too?'^

R o m e d i v i d e d M a c e d o n i a i n t o t h r e e d i s t r i c t s , a n d t o t h e c a p i t a l o f e a c h P a u l

h e a d e d : P l i i l i p p i , T h e s s a l o n i c a a n d B e r e a . H i s k e e n e y e s p o t t e d s t r a t e t i c" ^KC

p o i n t s : A n t i o c h , T h e s s a l o n i c a , C o r i n t h , E p h e s u s , a n d u l t i m a t e l y R o m e . I f ^

A s i a w e r e u n e v a n g e l i z e d i n 1 9 8 6 , h e w o u l d j e t t o To k y o , S e o u l , S h a n g h a i , H o n g

k o n g , S i n g a p o r e a n d M a n i l a . F r e e d f r o m 1 a i l i n P h i l i p p i h e h u r r i e d d o w n t h e

Egnat ion . H ighAvav th rough Amph ipo l i s and Apo l Ion ia about 90 mi les to Thessa lo

n i c a . I t t a k e s l e s s t i m e t o fl y f r o m S e o u l t o N e w Yo r k t h a n f o r t h e s e m i s

s ionar ies to walk between each of these p laces. But the h ighway t ra ffic im

p r e s s e d P a u l w i t h t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s g r e a t l a n d l i n k b e t w e e n t h e e a s t a n d
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and west... tourists, traders and troops were,!̂ KW-î  between two mntinpnt';
b e f o r e h i s v e r y e y e s . T h e s s a l o n i c a w i t h i t s 2 0 0 . O O P c i t i z e n s s a t a s t r i d e

th is fi rs t cen tu ry expressway o f wh ich i t s ma in s t ree t was a par t . Pau l

could envis ion the Gospel moving f rom here v^>estward toward Rome and eastward

t o w a r d w h a t l a t e r w a s c a l l e d C o n s t a n t i n o p l e . M t . O l y m p u s c o u l d b e s e e n i n

the distance; hot springs were nearby. At the head of a gulf was'̂ ^̂ fîne har
bour, used centur ies later as an Al l ied base of operat ions in World War I

W W X L
and^ seized by Hit ler for Strategic purposes. Li lce a general . Paul saw world
c o n q u e s t !

Thessalonica had an immense Jewish population, and in their large synagogue

P a u l r e a s o n e d ^ / f n r t h r f ^ q f r n m f h f t r i - n t i i r q s . e x n l a i n i n p a n d g i v i n g

evidence that The Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and sav

ing: • "This Jesus whom T am prnr la im- ing fP v"" i the Chr is t . ' ^ "God- fear ing

Greeks" and "leading women." ^^disal lusi nned with pagan gods and led of the Holy

Spirit to seek the true and living Goc^were won by the nower of the Gospel.
R e v i v a l b r o k e o u t w i t h ' l a g r e a t m u l t i t u d e b e l i e v i n g . " L e s t f a i l u r e t o a c h i e v e

such instant^success g ive us an in fer ior i ty complex, remember that Paul 's

hearers^knew the Old Testament and its Messianic predictions and were prepar
e d t o a c c e p t t h e b r i l l i a n t r e a s o n i n g a n d e x p o s i t i o n o f a w e l l - t r a i n e d s c h o l a r

l i ke Pau l . Th is i s in marked cont ras t to the coo l response o f the agnost ic

Athen ians who knew l i t t le or noth ing o f the Scr ip tures .

But non-believing Jews could not stand by and lose membership to an heretical

Pharisee! Gentiles were infuriated that a wandering guru had hypnotized their

wives and friends. With a crowd of rowdies and punks from the market place

they mobbed the house of Jason who played host to the apostles. Jason could
have been a Greek but was more likely a Jew who had assumed this common name.

He became the prime tjirgc?t of the demnnqtration and was forced to post bond

guaranteeing the immediate departure of the apostles. Thessalonica was a Roman
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c i t y w i t h s p e c i a l p r i v i l e g e s , v i r t u a l a u t o n o m y . . . b u t l i k e a n y t o t a l i t a r i a n

s t a t e , R o m e c o u l d n o t t o l e r a t e s e d i t i o n a n d r i o t s . T h e h o w l s o f t h e m o b ,

^'^These men who have upset the v.'orld have come here also.'^ could not be ignor
e d f o r f e a r o f I m p e r i a l w r a t h . L i t t l e d i d t h e y r e a l i z e j u s t h o w t h e i r w o r l d

w a s b e i n g t u r n e d u n s i d e d o w n ! I t h i n k P a u l h a d a s o r t o f i n s u r a n c e n o l i c v

w h i c h m a d e J a s o n r a t h e r t h a n h i m s e l f t h e t a r g e t . W h e n t h e P h i l i p p i a n a u t h o r

i t i e s h a d d i s c o v e r e d h o w t h e y h a d i l l e g a l l y b e a t e n t h i s R o m a n c i t i z e n a n d

wanted him to leave quietly, Paul demanded that thev nersonallv apo1o<Ti7e and

^release him. This was not arrogance^but^ showww»> the magistrates they could
i l l a f f o r d t o m i s t r e a t P h i l i p p i a n C h r i s t i a n s t h e r e a f t e r w i t h ^ t h e r i s l ^ o f

P a u l t a k i n g l e g a l a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e m . N o d o u b t t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n c i t y f a t h e r s
W y f ^ o l .

had heard all about this and took care not to get into the sane predicament^^^

Vw Paul had the common sense to know i^^was time to leave, and moved on to

B e r e a . B u t f n r p v p r ( a s t o a n y g o o d m i s s i o n a r y ) t h i s n e w c h u r c h w o u l d b e

l i k e a c l i i l d t o h i m , n e v e r t o b e f o r g o t t e n , a l w a y s d e a r t o h i s h e a r t . L a t e r

f r o m A t h e n s h e s e n t T i m o t h y b a c k t o T h e s s a l o n i c a , a n d w h e n h e r e j o i n e d P a u l

in Corinth his report occasioned this^,possibly the earliest^New Testament

w r i t i n g s , a n d t h e fi r s t o f P a u l ' s l e t t e r s w h i c h w e h a v e , w r i t t e n i n a b o u t 5 0 A D .

c««rKiN(4
Timothy's report gavo^three main points: (L) The Thessalonian Church was in
excel lent condi t ion; (2) False rumors and accusat ions about lPaul were being

circulated; (.3) There were misunderstandings about the Second Coming. Chapter

two Teflec ts the second o f these . Po l i t i cans are no t the on ly ta rge ts o f mud-

s l i n g i n g . G o d ' s p e o p l e i n g e n e r a l , a n d ^ m i n i s t e r s a n d m i s s i o n a r i e s i n p a r

t i c u l a r , a r e o f t e n t h e b u t t o f u n r e a s o n a b l e , h a r s h , o r u n t r u e g o s s i n o r a c c u

s a t i o n s . P a u l w a s h u m a n t o o , a n d t h e s e r e p o r t s m u s t h a v e h u r t h i m d e e p l y.

His defense reveals a lot about this ^^exemplary missionary^^ as he gives at

l e a s t f i v e r e a s o n s w h y, a s h e p u t i t , " o u r v i s i t t o y o u w a s n o t . . . i n _ „ v a i n . " T h e

best defense against all slander and abuse is the exemplary life of t^^/Jthris-
t ian. . . doubly so for the miss ionarv! Paul had on ly to remind h is readers o f
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■ f a r t q t h e v a l r e a d y k n e w. S o m e p e o p l e n n n c t u a t e n e a r l y e v e r y s e n t e n c e w i t h a

f a r p i , " y o u k n o w " b u t P a u l w a s i n d e a d e a r n e s t w h e n h e u s e d t h a t e x p r e s s i o n

n - i T i o 11 m f > i n t h i s o n e l e t t e r p l u s " v o i i r e c a l l " ( o n c e ) a a n d " v o u a r e w i t n e s s e s "

(once)^ Would we want to remind others to io^ their memories as to all they
know about|pur previous conduct? of these expressions are in 2:1-12 alone:
" Yo u y o u r s e l v e s k n o w, b r e t h r e n , t h a t o u r c o m i n g t o y o u w a s n o t i n v a i n , " W h y ?

CIL We had boldness.CZrZl Having been badly beaten and jailed in Philippi, it
t x t

took remarkable courage ^to preach in Thessalonica. The brutal pol ice of the

d a y h a d l e f t t h e m b r u i s e d , b l e e d i n g , a n d s o r e . E l s e w h e r e t h e y h a d b e e n v i c

t i m ' s o f m o b v i o l e n c e , b u t f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e t h e y h a d f a l l e n i n t o t h e h a n d s

o f t h e l a w. T h e s s a l o n i c a p r o m i s e d m o r e o f t h e s a m e , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e r e p o r t s

o f t r o u b l e i n P h i l i p p i w o u l d f o l l o w t h e m . Ye t P a u l d e c l a r e s : " W ' e h a d t h e

b o l d n e s s i n o u t G o d t o s p e a k t o v o u t h e G o s n e l o f G o d a m i d m u c h o p j i o s j ; t _ l Q . n . "

N o o n e c o u l d a c c u s e t h e n l u c k v a n o s t l e o f b e i n g a c o w a r d . H e w a s c o n fi d e n t

t h a t G o d h a d p r o v i d e d h i m w i t h t h i s s n i r i t o f b o l d n e s s .

An exemplary missionary has courage... courage to accept the cal l of Christ

t o l e a v e h o m e a n d f a m i l y, c o u r a g e t o t r a v e l t o g t T n n s . a ^ p l a c e s a n d a d a p t t o

s t range languages and cu l tures, courage to r isk l i fe in unstab le soc ia l and

pol i t ical condi t ions, and most of a l l courage to preach good news to those
w h o r e g a r d i t a s b a d n e w s . M a n y y e a r s a g o a s e v e n t y y e a r o l d m i n i s t e r , R e v.

K c

Kim Ung-gyu. told me how nrr quo oP »i\o,^vil lage ruffians ho loJ a gang> in

s to n i n g t h e i r fi r s t m i ss i o n a ry v i s i t o r, D r. L . 0 . McC u tch e n o f C h o n j u . H e

watched Dr. McCutchen walk through the village^ignoring his tormentors, enter
a c e r t a i n h o m e , s i t d o w n o n t h e fl o o r , a n d b o w h i s h e a d i n p r a y e r . Yo u n g K i m

w a s s o a m a z e d h e q u i t t h r o w i n g s t o n e s , w e n t t o t h e m e e t i n g t h a t n i g h t , w a s

c o n v e r t e d , a n d s e r v e d m a n y y e a r s a s a m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l . F e w o f u s h a v e

had such experiences, but I always admire the boldne^ss of our "chun-do - sas."

t h e f r o n t l i n e t r o o p s p e n e t r a t i n g u n e v a n g e l i z e d t e r r i t o r y b a t t l i n g w i t h m u -



dangs and head^^ t ron fT t rad i t i on -bound v i l l age "yew> j i es . " The courage God now

e x p e c t s o f u s i s t o b o l d l y p r o c l a i m H i s w o r d a m i d r r n w i n c r m a t e r i a l i s m , n a t i o n

a l n r i d e . a n d s o p h i s t i c a t e d i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m . U n s y m p a t h e t i c e a r s , o u t r i g h t

r e j e c t i o n , o r r i d i c u l e c a n c u t a n d h u r t . I t t a k e s a s p e c i a l k i n d o f b o l d n e s s

"to speak. . . the gospel of God".. .yet that is t j iefij^stnr j^r i ty of our cal l ing

Because each missionary differs in temrifiraTT'ent ^ an<j[ witnesses under varying

c i r c u m s t a n c e s . t h e b o l d n c a s ^ r e q u i r e d m a y n o t a l w a y s b e t h e s a m e , b u t m a y e a c h

o f u s b e g i v e n t h e " b o l d n e s s o f G o d " f o r o u r t a f e k i n o u r d a y !

Tj We spoke not to 'men tttC Codl.r2:S*6'l Reports of charges against Paul
n o t o n l y f r o m o u t s i d e b u t e v e n w i t h i n t h e C h r i s t i a n c i r c l e h u r t P a u l d e e p l y ,

a s i t d o e s a n y m i s s i o n a r y t o d a y . L i s t e n t o P h i l l i n ' s n a r a n h r a s e . : ' ' O n r m e s -

s a g e t o y o u i s t r u e . o u _ r m o t i v e s a r e p u r e , o u r c o n d u c t i s a b s o l u t e l y a b o v e -

board . h 'e__speak under the so±emn sense o f be ing en t rus ted by God w i th the

Gospe l . v ;e do no t a im to p lease men , bu t to p lease God who knows us th rough

a n d t h r o u g h . N o o n e c o u l d e v e r s a y, a s a g a i n y o u k n o w, t h a t w e u s e d fl a t t e r y

t o c o n c e a l g r e e d y m o t i v e s , a n d G o d h i m s e l f i s w i t n e s s t o o u r h o n e s t y. V / e m a d e

n o a t t e m p t t o w i n h o n o r f r o m m e n , e i t h e r f r o m y o u o r f r o m a n y b o d y e l s e , t h o u g h

I s u p p o s e a s C h r i s t ' s o w n m e s s e n g e r s w e m i g h t h a v e d o n e s o . " A n y m i s s i o n a r y
m » k e C N I H

v i c t i m o f c h a r a c t e r a s s a s s i n a t i o n . o l a T < " i n n t h i s n e e d n o t f e a r t h e fi n a l v e r d i c t

T h e a n c i e n t w o r l d w a s f u l l o f t r a v e l l i n g f a k e s w h o s e d e c e i t f u l t r i c k s a n d p . e r -

s o n Q l m a g n e t i s m s U } ' p n o t i n o fi ^ t h e u n s u s p e c t i n g . P a u l ' s i n r t n n t - s p e c t a c u l a r s u c

cess in Thessalonica left him open to charges of erroi^ imnurity. deceit. use
o f fl a t t e r y , p e r s o n a l g r e e d , d e s i r e f o r g l o r y . . . e x a c t l y t h e a c c u s a t i o n s a g a i n s t

rel igious quacks now. Paul 's defence K6ti»e*s,^Temptat ions to which every mis

sionary is subject. How eas^ to say what people want us to say and enjoy the

c o m p l i m e n t s o r m a t e r i a l r e w a r d s . . . e s p e c i a l l y i n a c u l t u r e w h e r e fl a t t e r y a n d

b r i b e r y a r e h i g h l y d e v e l o p e d fi n e a r t s ! I J o w e a s y t o j u s t i f y s h a d y m e a n s t o

obtain what are perceived as good and righteous ends I How sim.nle to twist or

withhold facts to get oul l rselves out of a box! How natural to stand on our



p r e r o g a t i v e ? a s a m b a s s a d o r s o £ t h e H e a d o f t h e C h u r c h a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f

a powerful sending^ church and expect honor and privileges!: Like Paul, some

o f u s h a v e b e e n f a l s e l v c h a r g e d , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n c a u g h t i n t h e c r o s s - fi r e o f

c h u r c h c o n t r o v e r s y, y e t o f t e n w e m u s t n l e a d g u i l t v a s c h a r g e d .

T h e h e a r t o f t h e d e f e n s e o f t h e e x e m p l a r y m i s s i o n a r y i s i n v e r s e 4 .

P a u l c l a i m s G o d ' s a p p r o v a l . . . a w o r d m e a n t i n g t o e x a m i n e . p r o v e . s u c h a s t L 2 X -

ing the genuin^ess of metal. Seropd . he claims that God has entrusted him
w i t h t h e G o s p e l . . . a s a c r e d a n d p r e c i o u s t r u s t P a u l o f t e n m e n t i o n s a s i n I T i m .

1 : 11 . T h i r d . h e w a s c o n s c i o u s o f G o d ' s a l l - s e e i n g s c r u t i n y a s H e " e x a m i n e s

quit hearts . " A])proved , entrusted , examined I ^Conviction of our call-ing. our
ĉommission to preach the good news, ou'/̂ espons ibilitv under God... these shield..
from temptation to^nfisconduct of which Paul was accused, and enable us to
s p e a k b y w o r d a n d d e e d s n a s m p i < ^ a g g t h a n m e n .

W e w e r e g e n t l e I t ' s e a s i e r t o p i c t u r e P a u l a s " b n l d " t h a n a s g e n

t l e . " a s a n u r s i n g m o t h e r w h o t e n d e r l y c a r e s f o r h e r o w n c h i l d r e n . " T o b e

agressive in moving into new places, (^pomatjic in proclaiming God's truth. %
namic in leadership, and yet^be I joving, k ind. considerate. and gent le was

q u i t e a n a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ! A m o t h e r w i t h h e r b a b e a t h e r b r e a s t i l l u s t r a t e s

1 0 0 % l o v e ^ a n d a f f e c t i o n . L o o k a t t h e e n d e a r i n g t e r m s i n v e r s e R : " F o n d a f f e c

t i o n f o r y o u , " " i m p a r t i n g n o t j u s t t h e G o s p e l b u t o u r o w n l i v e ^ " " y o u h a d b e c o m e

v e r y d e a r t o u s . " L i t e r a l l y i n l o v e w i t h h i s c h u r c h , P a u l u s e d t h e a r d e n t

expressions of a lover to h is beloved. L ike the good shepherd he was wi l l ing

t o s a c r i fi c e h i m s e l f . . . h i s v e r y l i f e , i f n e e d b e , f o r t h e w e e l a m b s . . . t h e s e n e w

b a b e s i n t h e f a i t h . H e l o v e d a l l h i s c h i l d r e n , g o o d a n d h a d , d o c i l e a n d w i l f u l ,

o b e d i e n t o r d i s o b e d i e n t , a n d h e c o u l d b e e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y i n l o v e w i t h a l l h i s

churches a t one t ime . H is love was no t s imp ly fo r the ins t i tu t i ona l church ,

b u t f o r e v e r y m e m h o r w h o s e n a m e s h e o f t e n m e n t i o n e d i n h i s l e t t e r s .

F l o w e a s y f o r t h e m i s s i o n a r y t o b e c o m e a d i c t a t o r r a t h e r t h a n a n u r s i n g m o t h e r !



Many of the charges made elsewhere against missionary "pateriial.ism" or ''colon -
ial ism'* may not be as true of missionary methods in Korea, but as individuals

how easy to become nettv tyrants or emnire bui lders, to d ictate. to be over-

hear inn. or wronnlv asser t ive in our approach. "We've got the know-how, the

r i g h t w a y , y o u l e a r n f r o m u s I B e t t e r t o i m i t a t e P a u l , " P u t w e w e r e g e n t l e
o u , - « ' • 0 - ' . w .

among you." Letfsinot let^ urograms nroi ects . a4»d nrofess ions ^stand between
u s a n d G o d ' s c h i l d r e n i n t h e c h u r c h ! T h i s m e a n s s n e n d i n g t i m e w i t h t h e c h u r c h ,

w o r k i n g w i t h i n h e r f r a m e w o r k , k n o w i n g h e r s a i n t s , r e c o g n i z i n g h e r v i r t u e s a n d

u n d e r s t a n d i n g h e r s h o r t c o m i n g ^ , v l e s s e d i s t h e n r i s s i o n a r y w h o t h r o u g h m a n y
A

c l o s e e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h c h u r d h e s fi n d s t h e m h o l d i n g a s n e c i a l p l a c e i n h i s
(LJ

h e a r t s o t h a t h e l o v e s t o b e w i t h t h e m , t o d o t h i n g s f o r t h e s e f e l l o w C h r i s t i a n s

an cPto_ sacrifice for their happiness. Here is the "fellowship of the saints"
cvossing boundaries of race and time and space. An exemplary missionary ^£^,5
t h e c h u r c h ! " P l e s t b e t h e t i e t h a t b i n d s o u r h e a r t s i n C h r i s t i a n l o v e ! "

EL We worked night and day.Clig) Paul worked to earn his own board and keep
s o a s n o t t o b e a b u r d e n t o t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n s ( s e e T I T h e s s . 5 : 8 1 A s a J m i i i j h

Jl
tent-maker he could report to the local Jewishiuni nn hi r ing office and s ign on

for temporary work. To counter the charge of being in the miss ionary business

for personal financial gain, he declared: "You recall. . .*• how^we took care of
our own needs! People are nuick to discern between one who preaches the Gospel

from, pure and selfless motives because he is called of God, and one i-jho serves

because i t i s a way to enr ich h imse l f . . .and church h is tory is s ta ined w i th the

r e c o r d s o f t o o m a n v h i r e l i n g s w h o c a r o j l m o r e f o r t h e m s e l v e s t h a n f o r t h e i r

, s h e e p . A fi r s t c e n t u r y i n s t r u c t i o n b o o k c a l l e d t h e D i d a c h e s t a t e s : " L e t e v e r y

a p o s t l e t h a t c o m e t h u n t o y o u b e r e c e i v e d a s t h e L o r d . A n d h e s h a l l s t a y o n e

» a n d i f n e e d b e , t h e n e x t a l s o , b u t i f h e s t a y t h r e e d a y s h e i s a f a l s e

• -And when the anostle anntli forth, let him take nothing save bread,
t i l l he reach h is lodging. But i f he ask money, he is a fa lse nrophet . 'TB. 2 21)

Our support may come from the hnme rinircli. but let not any of us impose on the



t h e g e n e r o s i t y o f o t h e r s . U n l i k e P a u l , w e a r e e i n p l o y e d s e r v a n t s o f a s e n d i n g

c h u r c h , b u t m u s t s t i l l e x e r c i s e r e s p o n s i b l e s t e w a r d s h i p . H i s w o r d s o p e n u p

t h e h i g h l y s e n s i t i v e a r e a o f m i s s i o n a r y fi n a n c e s . . . h o w w e h a n d l e p e r s o n a l l i v

i n g e x p e n s e s , o u r s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g , o u r s h a r i n g o f m a t e r i a l a s s e t s , o u r , e x -

per ta t inns nf loca l se l f -suppor t . . . infin 1te ly more complex mat ters now than in
Paul's day. I do not propose to discuss them no\v^ except to say, let not fin-
a n c i a l g u e s t i o n s ^ d e s t r o y a n v r e l a t i o n s h i p s s o t h a t t h e G o s p e l p r o c l a m a t i o n i s

threatened! Paul's principles are clear: (^1) Hard work so as not to be de
p e n d e n t u p o n o t h e r s ; W i l l i n g n e s s t o s u f P e r . . . e v e n i f t h e b e d s a r e n o t s o f t

o r t he food p len t i f u l ; C3 ) Concen t ra t i on upon the a l l - impor tan t ob jec t i ve o f
*

p r o c l a i m i n g t h e G o s p e l . F o u r t i m e s i n 2 : 1 - 1 2 t h e A p o s t l e r e f e r s t o t h e G o s p e l
\ \

o f G o d ( v s . 2 , 4 , 8 , a n d 9 ) . N o v a l i d c h a r g e o f fi n a n c i a l i r r e g u l a r i t y c a n b e
VcsouTccl toe Wye

m a d e w h e n ^ a l l c u o k m n t t o r o a r e s u b j e c t t o t h e u r g e n c y o f p r e a c h i n g t h e g o o d n e w s

[IL We were and uprltM! and blaHftlASS. (2s 10-12} Can we make this claim?
U n d e r fi r e o f f a l s e a c c u s a t i o n s , P a u l t w i c e r e m i n d s t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n s o f h i s

^ i s S c ^
record: "You are witnesses^^' . 10), "you know" (v. 11) what our behaviour was.
1 : 5 s a y s , " y o u k n o w w h a t k i n d o f m e n w e p r o v e d t o b e a m o n g v o u f o r y o u r s a k e . "
x l i l l ( D

I*6P<^is a triple declaration that he was personally nious in his devotion to
God®upright in obedience to the laws of the land, and absolute l>0̂ 1ameless so
tha t t he re we re no g rounds f o r r< ;> r i ^n rp_ by anybody. On t he con t ra r y he o f f e r s

® ' ' ( 3 >a triple claim^: We "exhorted." we "encouraged" and we implored" each of you
a s a f a t h e r w o u l d h i s c h i l d r e n . . . a f fi r m a t i o n o f a p a t e r n a l i s m f r e e f r o m i t s

m o d e r n o d i u m . I f P a u l c o u l d s p e a k o f h i s f r i e n d s a s b a b e s i n t h e f a i t h w i t h

the endearing terms of a nursing mother, he could also use the figure of a

f a t h e r d e a l i n g w i t h y o u n g a ; 3 o l e s c e n t s . W e d o n ' t k n o w i f h e h a d c h i l d r e n , b u t

he would have been a good father raising teenagers, as he says in verse 11:
( j ) @Lw guiding them by exhorting them in the Christian faith, .comforting them^in their

ad jus tmen ts to a new l i f e i n Chr i s t , and , mos t o f a l l , byM:es t i f y ing ( the

meaning of h is last word) to the end that they might mature in to wor thy c i t i -

tfS
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zens o f the k ingdom of God.

Ve r s e s 1 0 a n d 11 r e m i n d u s o f t h e c l o s e t i e b e t w e e n w h a t p e o p l e s e e i n o u r

w a y o f l i f e a n d t h e i m p a c t o f w h a t w e t e a c h w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h .

H e r e I s t a n d c o n d e m n e d m y s e l f k n o w i n g t h a t i t w a s f a r f r o m a l w a v s t h a t p e o p l e
0 G )could see that I was "devout^ "upright"^"DTamelessj' so that they w-ould heed

0 S ? ^ *my "exhorting^ encouraging^" and ^t_estifying." Conduct, attitudes. language.
o r b e h a v i o u r t h a t g o u n c h a l l e n g e d a n d u n n o t i c e d i n o t h e r s a r e a l w a y s u n d e r

s h a r p a n d c r i t i c a l s c r u t i n y i n m i s s i o n a r i e s ! A n y t h i n g t h a t a p p e a r s u n f a i r.

s e l fi s h , c o n t e m p t u o u s . u n f e e l i n g . o v e r - b e a r i n g . u n r e a s o n a b l e . i r r i t a b l e .

c o n t e n t i o u s . u n k i n d . . . a n d a w h o l e s t r i n g o f o t h e r f a u l t s , . , c a n m a r . o r n e v a t e .

the best efforts and intentions of anyone with the most nrthndmc thpnlnay and

the highest training and skills...and what one of us has not experienced shame

because of our failings? Paul Wk+O-d'̂ 'ĉ âim to have tried to follow his own ad-
W '

moni t ion in I Tess. 5 :11, "absta in f rom evepy o f ev i l . " Our goa l must

be no less, through the power of God's Holy Spir i t in our l ives!

Conclusion: In this passage an eyempiary m i c; ^-j nn a ry has given every mission

a r y a c h e c k l i s t . M a v w e u s e i t n o t t o e v a l u a t e o t h e r s , b u t o u r s e l v e s !

1. We had boldness (or courage)

2. We spoke not to p lease men, but God.

3 . We were gen t le .

4. We worked night and day.

5 . We were devou t and up r igh t and b lame less .

May God enable us to s^core along with Paul the right to claim: "Our visit to
y o u w a s n o t i n v a i n ! "

Prayer:"May the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another,

a n d f o r a l l m e n , j u s t a s w e a l s o d o f o r y o u ; s o t h a t H e m a y e s t a b l i s h y o u r

'hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our
i

JLord Jesus with all His saints." I Thess. 3:12-13.



Te x t : " Yo u a r e o u r g l o r y a n d j o y . " I T h e s s . 2 : ^ 0

Ar"You are our glory and ioy!" ^High compliment from an exemplary nnssionar.v to

an exempla ry church ! No t on ly so , bu t these words h igh l igh t "our fi rs t d i

r e c t l o o k a t a h p i c o j a c u i c u - t y, w h i c h i s f u n c t i o n i n g a s a C h r i a n c h u r c h

i n t h e s e c u l a r s o c i e t y o f G r e e c e a r o u n d 5 0 A . D . " ( R a l s t o n L B C 9 ) , A n y o n e s e e k -

ing to imitate the^nnrli nrt church finds his model in the Thessalonian church
a s i t e x i s t e d s c a r c e l y 2 0 y e a r s a f t e r t h e d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n o f C h r i s t .

> / 1 K i t K .
He r.MMto« f reshness i t 11 nod-s , an j exuberance m immi in won the a f fec t i on and

a d m i r a t i o n o f t h e a p o s t l e s o t h a t h e e x c l a i m e d : " Y n u a r e n u r g l n r v a n d i o v l "

1% sW«ufii bjr
This^alfio- oicplnino-yj'aul *^5 anxiety over their welfare during his absence^ and Wy
h i s e a g e r n e s s t o r e v i s i t T h e s s a l o n i c a . H e c o u n t e d s e p a r a t i o n a s a p e r s o n a l

l o s s : " W e b r e t h r e n , h a v i n g b e e n b e r e f t o f v o u f o r a s h o r t w h i l e . . . i n n e r s o n .

n o t i n s p i r i t . . . w e r e a l l t h e m o r e e a g e r w i t h g r e a t d e s i r e t o s e e v o u r f a c e .

F o r w e w a n t e d t o c o m e t o y o u . . . I P a u l , m o r e t h a n o n c e , v e t S a t a n t h w a r t e d u s . "

( 2 : 1 8 - 1 9 ) I n 3 : 11 h e p r a y s t h a t G o d w o u l d a l l o w s u c h a v i s i t . " I n s o m e u n e x

p l a i n e d f a s h i o n S a t a n h a d s o f a r p r e v e n t e d t h i s . P o s s i b l y t h e r e w a s c r i t i c i s m

b y h i s e n e m i e s t h a t a f t e r t h e r i o t i n T h e s s a l o n i c a P a u l h a d s i m p l y r u n a w a y.

d e s e r t i n g h i s fl o c k , w h e r e a s a c t u a l l y h e h a d b e e n f o r c e d t o l e a v e f o r t h e

s a f e t y o f t h o s e n e w C h r i s t i a n s . To r e t u r n t o o s o o n w o u l d a g a i n t h r e a t e n t h e

c h u r c h w i t h p e r s e c u t i o n . P a u l - s p r a y e r w a s n o t a n s w e r e d u n t i l s o m e y e a r s l a t e r

a t the end o f h i s th i rd m iss ionary jou rney. Meanwh i le , the nex t bes t th ing

was «^persona l le t te r express ing h is a f fe r i - inn and lona inp.

Thus, because "he could endure it no longer" (3:1) he sent^« representative,
y o u n g Ti m o t h y, w h o m P a u l d e l i g h t e d t o c o m p l i m e n t w i t h h i s h i g h e s t r e c o m m e n d a

tion ... "<jiu:_JiXaiil£X_aJl^_Jia^J_2_fen^a^jtforker^_in^_^th£_gospel^_of__ChT£S^ I re
member doing the same thing with personal agents during the Korean War when



in rwvil areijnot only was my own safety as an American risl^^, but also village Christians
M ycould suffer repr isals f rom nearby gueri l la uni ts who heard of^ tbi-g coni iag».

coutdIk) flont Timothy to^strengthen and encourage their faith in the midst of afflic-
w e U 4 .

t i o n , ^ a j i n t o b y i n g ' . h T i a t s a t i s f a c t i o n ^ # ^ m u s t h a v e f e l t w h e n T i m o
t h y b r o u g h t " g o o d n e w s o f v o u r f a i t h a n d l o v e , a n d t h a t v o u a l i v a v s t h i n k k i n d

l y o f U P, l o n g i n g t o s e e u s i u s t a s w e a l s o l o n g t o s e e v o u ! " f . ' ^ : 7 l N o w o n d e r

h e e x c l a i m s , " N o w l i f e i s r e a l l v w o r t h l i v i n g , k n o w i n g t h a t v o u a r e s t a n d i n g

fi r m i n v o u r f a i t h ! " r 3 : 8 1 F i g u r a t i v e l y s p e a k i n g , P a u l k i c k s u p h i s h e e l s

w i t h g l e e a n d a g r e a t b u r s t o f t h a n k s g i v i n g t o G o d .

h T i a t c a u s e d a l l t h i s j o y ? N o t i c e w e h a v e c a l l e d t h i s a n e x e m p l a r y c h u r c h , n o t

a p e r f e c t c h u r c h . T h e r e i s n o p e r f e c t c h u r c h t h i s s i d e o f h e a v e n . W e s e e m a n y

r e s e m b l a n c e s o f t h e K o r e a n C H u r c h t o t h e o n e i n T h e s s a l o n i c a , b u t s h e i s n o t

perfect either, tetyj.it does us good to hear of an excmnlarv church, a^itiodfal' to
i m i t a t e , a n d t o e x a m i n e n n . s i t i r a t h e r t h a n v o i c e n e g a t i v e c r i t i c i s m s .

Chapter one^and two verses in chapter two^are Paul's words about an exemplary
c h u r c h ; c h a p t e r s f o u r a n d fi v e a r e P a u l ' s w o r d s t o a n e x e m p l a r y c h u r c h .

/n Paul's words about an exemplary cĥ r̂ h. Fven his ĉ tptowftyy* gî eet ing is de
s c r i p t i v e ; " t h e c h u r c h o f t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n s i n G o d t h e F a t h e r a n d t h e L o r d

J e s u s C h r i s t . " T h e w o r d f o r " c h u r c h " c o u l d d e s c r i b e a n y k i n d o f a s s e m b l y, b u t

h e d e fi n e s i t a s o n e w h i c h a c k n o w l e d g e s G o d a s F a t h e r a n d J e s u s C h r i s t a s L o r d

...the basic creed of any true churchy anywhere^ anytime. Th=?JVpostle gave thanks
to God for such a church, implyingprayem^ot only for that church as a

i w e y e ^who le but^ for each o f h is f r iends ind iv idua l ly. Ho gave, . thanks,^ to . r the reoor ' f ,
CDt h e p ' e c e p t i v e n e s s , a n d t h e r e p u t a t i o n o f t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n C h u r c h .

fll The repoî  ri:51 'L-Bearlng in mind your work of faith, and labor of love
a n d s t e a d f a s l n c s ^ . o f h o n e i n o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f o u r G o d

and Fat l ie r. " These fami l ia r words are a favor i te tex t o f p reachers a t church

ded ica t ions^ They reflec t the na tv i r c o f Pau l ' s own min is t ry among them. I t
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is often pointed out^there here is another example of his use of "faith, love,
a n d h o p e " t o g e t h e r a s i n I C o r . 1 3 : 1 3 . A p p . n I w o n d e r i f

t hese words were no t t he th ree po in t ou t l i ne o f Pau l ' s o f t - repea ted favo r i t e

s e r m o n !

/ifl Your work of faith. Belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, the long prom-
ised Messiah, now understood as God's appointed sacrifice for our sin^ accepted

as Lord of our l ives. . . th is fa i th had brought a commitment to l ive and work

for Him. The work of these saints was not ' ' in fear of the whin. in hope of

gain, nor from a grim sense, of dutv. but was inspired by this faith.'^^fBarclay
217) ^^aith was not mere intellectual acc^tance of creeds and confessions but

way of life that finds g lorv in drî erv. that moves mountains. that brings
A

t h e v i c t o r y t h a t o v e r c o m e s t h e w o r l d . To d a y t h o s e w o r d s w o u l d a p p l y t o t h e

f a i t h f u l S u n d a y S c h o o l t e a c h e r s t r u g g l i n g w i t h s q u i r m i n g l i t t l e b o y s S u n d a y

a f t e r S u n d a y, t o l o n e l y K o r e a n e v a n g e l i s t s a n d t h e i r w i v e s w h o e n d u r e p h y s i c a l

h a r d s h i p a n d d i s c o u r a g e m e n t i n m i n i s c u l c r e m o t e r u r a l c h u r c h e s , a n d t o m i l

l i o n s o f u n s u n g s a i n t s t h e w o r l d o v e r w h o s e d a i l y l i v e s a s n e w c r e a t u r e s i n

C h r i s t a r e a " w o r k o f f a i t h . "

Your labor of love. Timothy must have reported examples of such love.

Lat^^ ill hij in 4:9. Paul again mentions their love, saying that he
really didn't even need to exhort them to love, a rare compliment from one who

elsewhere (had tojso stronYlyKirge this Christian grace. Why did he speak of
of love? Love is not alwavs easv. especially under the handicap
pCViC f>vo f ha rdsh ip^ Very o f ten l ove takes rea l e f fo r t and sac r i fice w i th awareness

that there may be no tangible rewards. Many years ago wê Sl̂ ^̂ '̂ saitf a demented
p e r s o n i l e f t i n r a g s a n d fi l t h ; b y t h e s i d e o f t h e r o a d t o b e t a u n t e d a n d t e a s e d

and abused by uncaring bystanders... something we fortunately don't see any

more. Once I passed by such a person with an elder who was constructing our

new house. Elder Kim told me that some people in his church in vSeoul were

doing something about such cases. They took them to their homes, bathed, fed.
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a n d c l o t h e d t h e m , g a v e t h e m r e s t , l i s t e n e d t o t h e i r t r o u b l e s , a n d i n f o u r

s u c h c a s e s h a d r e s t o r e d t w o t o n o r m a l s a n i t y a n d h e l p e d o n e o t h e r. H e r e w a s

a " l a b o r o f l o v e

(3 Your steadfastness of hone in our Lord Jesus Christ. These words in
t r o d u c e t h e g r e a t t h e m e o f t h i s l e t t e r . . . P a u l ' s e m p h a s i s u p o n o u r C h r i s t i a n

h o n e i n t h e r e t u r n o f J e s u s C h r i s t . H i s r e a d e r s w e r e c o n s t a n t l y t h r e a t e n e d

b y n e r s e c u t i o n ; t h e y w e r e s u r r o u n d e d b y t e m p t a t i o n s t o r e v e r t t o t h e i m m o r a l

i t y a n d i d o l a t r y o f t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t . Ye t r a t h e r t h a n b e i n g s l i a k e n o r l e d
Of cti&xhosifHgJl

a s t r a y. o r b e c o m i n g d i s c o u r a p e d o r d e p r e s s e d , t h e s e C h r i s t i a n s w e r e s t e a d f a s t

...enduring^with unswervinp loyaltv to their faith^because their eyes were
fi x e d o n a g r e a t h o p e . . . n o t m e r e w i s h f u l t h i n k i n g , b u t a s u r e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t

t h e L o r d w o u l d r e t u r n a s H e h a d p r o m i s e d . P e t e r c a l l e d t h i s a " l i v i n g h o n e "

( I P e t . 1 : 3 ) , a n d t h e w r i t e r o f fl e b r e w s c a l l e d i t " a n a n c h o r o f t h e s o u l . ^

hope both sure and steadfast."THeb. 6:19);^ Paul reminds his readers that this

h o p e I S n o t ^ ^ h u m a n / i n i t i a t i v o b u j t ^ i r g ^ ' i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f o u r G o d a n d F a t h e r ,

knowing brethren beloved by G^. His clioice of vou." "Beloved." and "chosen."
a n d i n " G o d ' s p r e s e n c e " . . . u r V g u e s t i o n a b l e g u a r a n t e e s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n

h o p e ! - —

lH The Reception. (1:5-7) Paul next commends the Thessalonians lor how tlV^T^-had
r e c e i v e d H i s p r e a c h i n g o f t h e h ' o r d . 1 : 5 - 6 a n d 2 : 1 3 - 1 4 a r e b o t h a c l a i m f o r

the authority of Paul's message and nraise for how it was accepted...|wo facets
of the same jewel. From Paul's viewpoint^, the Gospel was preached with full
convict ion of i ts absolute t ruth confirmed on the oj ie hand by the power of the

ivi K|\ k©»v-e.vi^Holy Spirit in effecting belief^ and on the other hand by the character and
conduc t o f the ones who p reached i t fVYou know what k ind o f men we proved to be

among you for your sake."1:561 Furthermore he could praise his readers for

accepting the Cosnel not as ordinary words, or as the words of mere men, but

" f o r w h a t i t r e a l l y i s . t h e w o r d o f G o d , w h i c h a l s o p e r f o r m s i t s w o r k i n v o u

\ ^ h o b e l i e v e . "
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This exemplary church had received God's Word, even though to do so had brought

o n p e r s e c u t i o n a n d s u f f e r i n g s p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t h e h a n d s o f t h e i r J e w i s h n e i g h

b o r s . P n r a H n y i r a l l v a l l t h i s t r i b u l a t i o n w a s b e i n g e n d u r e d w i t h i o v o f t h e
a n a h u ? U 4

H o l y S p i r i t . T h e i r r e c e p t i o n o f t h e G o s p e l e v e n e n a b l e d t h e m t o i m i t a t e

( 1 : 6 ) a n d t o i m i t a t e t h e c h u r c h e s o f G o d i n C h r i s t J e s u s t h a t a r e i n J u d e a

( 2 : 1 4 ) . H e r e w a s h i g h t r i b u t e t o a m i s s i o n c h u r c h . . . a " r e c e i v i n g c h u r c h " , i f

y o u p l e a s e . . . t h e y b e c a m e i m i t a t o r s o f t h e f a i t h . h o n e a n d l o v e o f b o t h t h e

m i s s i o n a r y a n d o f t h e ' ' s e n d i n g c h u r c h " a s w e l l . W h a t g r e a t e r s o u r c e o f s a t i s

faction ani thanksgiving could any missionary ask for?

T h e R e p u t a t i o n . C I : 8 - 1 0 j " Y o u h a v e b e c o m e a n e y a m n l e t o a l l t h e b e l i e v e r s

in Macedonia and Achaia."(1:71 Word has spread to Phi l ippi , to Berea, to

A t h e n s , t o C o r i n t h , " / a n d a l s o i n e v e r y p l a c e " . . . n e r h a n s e v e n t o c h u r c h e s i n

Asia Minor and Judea. "Why, we really don't have to say anything more" says

Paul who used a similar expression in 4:9 and S:1 and then went on to say more

a n y h o w ! B e c a u s e o f s u r p r i s i n g l y g o o d i n t e r - c h u r c h c o m m u n i c a t i o n i n t h o s e

days, Paul Jiad hoard ffom other places^a glowing three-fold reputation: Ql)
how you iieceived us and our message: Q2) how you turned to God from idols to
serve a living and true God, and C3) how VQU are waiting for the return of
Ch r i s t who was ra i sed f r om the dead and who de l i ve r s us f r om the w ra th t o come .
• - i v \ > v \ v ) t « y < ^ 9 y s ^ 4 ^ T K * C t ^ u w t A ,

P a u l w a s s f i 11 d i s m a y e d a t t h e a b o m i n a b l e i d o l a r v h e w i t n e s s e d i n A t h e n s .

and the cold recept ion to h is message there. To hear that in Thessalonica

where all the old nagan gods and the accompanying imnoral nractires were uni

versally followed, this little band of Christians had the courage to renounce
their heathenism and turn to the living God^,not represented by wood and stone

gave the Apostle unbounded joy. The reference here must be to Genti le converts

rather than to Jews who had never worshipped iinn̂ iges'̂ Xft̂ 'already worshipped
the true God. We Westerners cannot possibly grasp the terrible wrench this

involves for those who turn from idolatry, renouncing allegiances of culture,



a n d f a m i l y a s w e l l a s r e l i g i o n . W e c a n o n U i y, h u m b l y a d m i r e t h e c o u r a g e o f

t h o u s a n d s a r o u n d u s w h o h a v e f o l l o w e d t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n C h r i s t i a n s
"ttie *t/!« Sdc-ri^Uc. jMvyoft/eA •'« rc«©wnC!f« ('elo^o^y, was tViM

by ' t ' fceJr '4-*»^VH uMwt^ - *»• t> fV^ hdHs TJt ry
A g o o d r e p o r t o f t h e i r p r e s e n t s p i r i t u a l s t a t u s , a r e m i n d e r o f h o w t h e y r e -

c e i v e d P a u l ' s G o s p e l p r e a c h i n g , a n d a g l o w i n g r e p u t a t i o n . . . h e r e i s w h a t P a u l

c o u l d s a y a b o u t a n e x e m p l a r y c h u r c h . N o w w e t u r n t o

/OL Paul's words to an exemplary church.fChap. 4*51* Unlike in some of his
other letters, we cannot detect here any actual ^ebul;^ or criticism.; but rather
h i s e a r n e s t d e s i r e f o r a n e v e n m o r e e x e m n l a r v c h u r c h . H e r e a r e w a r n i n g s

a g a i n s t a t i n n ^ h v w h i c h t h e y a r e s u r r o u n d e d , e x l i o r t a t i n n s t o e v e n m o r e

e x e m p l a r y C h r i s t i a n l i v i n g , a n d i n s t r u c t i o n i n a d o c t r i n e a b o u t w h i c h t h e r e

was some m isunde rs tand ing . Fo r a chu rch^^assL i n t he f a i t h ,—s- t i l l as weak »6

Li t t le babos, i t is remarkable that we find express ions such as: in 4: ] tv i th

r e f e r e n c e t o n l e a s i n p G o d , " l u s t a s y o u a c t u a l l y d o w a l k , t h a t v o u m a y e x c e l

s t i l l m o r e , o r i n 4 : 1 0 i n t l i e m a t t e r o f n r a c t i c i n o l o v e , " t o e x c e l s t i l l m o r e , "

o r i n 5 : 11 W h e r e h e s a y s " e n c o u r a g e o n e a n o t h e r a n d b u i l d u p o n e a n o t h e r, j u s t

a s y o u a l s o a r e d o i n g . " S u r e l y T i m o t h y ' s r e p o r t d i d n o t p i c t u r e p e r f e c t c o n

d i t i o n s i n t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n c h u r c h . H e w o u l d c o n fi d e w i t h P a u l a l l t h e l o i v -

down of f>-o D 0 i b 1-c weaknesses . dangers . signs of notential trouble... there was ;

plenty of^r^om for^ dmbrovement even in an exemplary church. Look at some of
t h e s e :

ft) Purity is a challenge to sexual nuritv. There is no accusation of
immora l i t y, bu t Pau l we l l knew i t s cons tan t tempta t ion . espec ia l l y fo r Gen t i l e
Chr is t ians in a soc ie ty w i th no consc ience in such mat te rs a t a l l .L iv ing in

-td u/KicK
Corinth, w4+eiH:^hi i later let ters reveal so much of this problem even in the

church, may have prompted Paul to this forthright warning to the Thessalonians.
l ie re inforces h is words by c la iming that he spoke "by the author i ty of the

Lord Jesus who had even warned against imjiure thoughts. Over in 5:22. Paul

exhorted, "abstain from every form of evil." If Paul spoke out so boldly a-
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e v e n /

gainst sexual immoral i ty^to t l ie Thessalonian church, what would he have to

s a y t o d a y ? " L i s t e n h e s a y s , " w e a r e n o t c a l l e d f o r t h e n u r n o s e o f

(as can be said of many pagan cults) but in sanctif icationV. . . to a hn 1 v rv 1 e

o f l i f e a n d t h o u g h t , s e p a r a t e d f r o m w o r l d l y l u s t s . " " F u r t h e r m o r e , t o r e - i e r t

t h i s t e a c h i n g i s n o t t o r e j e c t m v h u m a n w o r d s b u t t h e G o d w h o t r i v e s H i s ! ! n l v

■S p i r i t t o v o u , " f v. 8 ) " D o n o t q u e n c h t h e S p i r i t . " h e a d d s i n 5 : 1 9 . F a i l u r e

in these matters is to throw cold water on God's Spir i t who l ights our way

i n p u r i t y .

T r o v e o f t h e b r e t h r e n . B v i d e n t l y t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n c h u r c h a l r e a d y

h a d a n u n u s u a l r e p u t a t i o n f o r l o v e w h i c h e x t e n d e d e v e n b . e v o n d t h e i r o w n r i r r l e

" t o w a r d a l l t h e b r e t h r e n w h o a r e i n a l l M a c e d o n i a . " H i s r e m a r k t h a t t h e y

" h a v e b e e n t a u g h t o f G o d " r e m i n d s u s o f J o h n ' s w o r d s : " L o v e i s o f G o d " a n d

" W e k n o w l o v e b e c a u s e h e fi r s t l o v e d u s . " I n p r a i s i n g t h i s c h u r c h f o r t h e i r

p r a c t i c e o f C h r i s t i a n l o v e , P a u l c a n o n l y u r g e t h e m " t o e x c e l s t i l l m o r e l "

Sl Work with your own hands. (4:11-11) Paul's own example had demonstrated
t h e d i e n i t y o f l a b o r . T h e r e i s a h i n t h e r e , r e i n f o r c e d b y s t r o n g e r w o r d s i n

I I T h e s s a l o n i a n s , t h a t s o m e o f h i s r e a d e r s w e r e s o c o n fi d e n t o f t h e i m m e d i a t e

return of Chr is t that they had stopped work ing. Paul reminds them that work

i s n e c e s s a r y s o a s t o b e i n d e p e n d e n t o f o u t s i d e s u p p o r t , a n d t o b e a b l e i n

s t e a d t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e n e e d s o f o t h e r s s o a s t o s h o w a c t i v e C h r i s t i a n l o v e .

We a r e r e m i n d e d o f h i s w o r d s i n E p h . 4 : 2 8 : " L e t h i m w h o s t e a l s s t e a l n o l o n g e r :

b u t r a t h e r l e t h i m l a b o r , p e r f o r m i n g w i t h h i s o w n h a n d s w h a t i s g o o d , i n o r d e r

t h a t h e m a y h a v e s o m e t h i n g t o s h a r e w i t h h i m w h o h a s n e e d . "

C o m f o r t a n d e n c o u r a g e o n e a n o t h e r T h e s e c o n d c o m i n g o f o u r

L o r d i s b y f a r t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t t h e m e o f t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n l e t t e r s , a n d w e

c a n n o t n o w g i v e i t f u l l a n d a d e q u a t e c o n s i d e r a t i o n . T h e r e w e r e t h o s e w h o w e r e

c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e f a t e o f s a i n t s w h o d i e d b e f o r e t h e L o r d r e t u r n e d . P a u l

assu red t hem tha t t hose who have d ied a re now a^ ieep i n Jesus , a t e rm wh i ch

brings deep comfort to thousands in the knowledge that loved ones are at rest
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i n t h e L o r d , a w a i t i n g t h e i r o w n r e s u r r e c t i o n t o s h a r e i n t h e w e l c o m e o f J e s u s

C h r i s t w h e n H e r e t u r n s . l i e r e P a u l m a k e s t h r e e t r r e a t a f fi r m a t i o n s w h i c h a l l

true Christians believe: CD Christ is'ill return in glorious fashion; (_2) God

wi l l ra ise us f rom the dead; en As a resu l t we wi l l be forever wi th the Lord.

R e g a r d l e s s o f t h e s c h e d n 1 e o r n a t u r e o f t h o s e e v e n t s , t h e s e a r e t h e e s s e n t i a l s .

W i t h t h i s h o p e , P a u l e n c o u r a g e s h i s e x e m p l a r y c h u r c h : " T h e r e f o r e c o m f o r t o n e

a n o t h e r w i t h t h e s e w o r d s " . . . a s i n d e e d t h e y h a v e c o m f o r t e d m i l l i o n s e v e r s i n c e .

Bu t t he re was a l so need t o sque l ch undue specu la t i on abou t when t he Lo rd wou ld

re turn . Pau l reminded h is readers o f the words o f Jesus H imse l f , tha t th is

e v e n t w o u l d o c c u r w i t l i o u t v ; a r n i n p . a t a t i m e w h e n H e w o u l d n o t b e e x n c r t e d .

s o t h a t o u r o b l i g a t i o n i s t o b e " a l e r t a n d s o b e r . " " h a v i n g o u t o n t h e b r e a s t -

. . . ^ p l a t e o f f a i t h a n d l o v e , a n d a s a h e l m e t , t h e h o n e o f s a l v a t 1 o n . " . . .

words which remind us of both T Cor. 1 ? : 13 and Pphesians 6. Phi l l iT^s paraphrase

v i v i d l y e x p r e s s e s P a u l ' s m a g n i fi c e n t d e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e r e l a t i o n n f o u r L o r d ' s

. d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n t o t h e d a i l y m u t u a l e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f s a i n t s t o o n e

another : "For God d id no t choose us to condemn us . b -u t tha t we might secure

h i s s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h J e s u s C h r i s t o u r L o r d . H e d i e d f o r u s . s o t h a t w h e t h o r

we arg—' awake'—ox—'asleep' we share his life-. So_ go on cheering and strength

e n i n g o n e — a n o t i i e r w i t l i t h o u g h t s l i k e t h e s e , a s I h a v e n o d o u b t v o u h a v e b e e n

d o i n g . "

./fi) Anpreciate your leaders. (5 : 12-1/ij Paul was not refering to himself, but to
the con<^regatlonal leadership which liad emerged, possibly appointed by himself.
The church was too young for Paul here to discuss church government as he did

later, but he urges that leaders be respected, esteemed, and loved for the i r

work to which God had appointed them, IVlien he exhorted, "Live at peace with
t w i i W e v > j L c k u v c U

QflP another" lie laid down a principle for harmonv,.which ny itself would create
tokJcU keeii "fhiia n e x e m p l a r y c h u r c h ! B l e s s e d i n d e e d i s t h e e h u r c l y i i - i t h t h i c u L i i i u . j i h L i c !

& Ftnal words of general advice. (5:14-24) There is material here for at least
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1 4 w h o l e s e r m o n s . N o w o n d e r P a u l c o n c l u d e s w i t h p r a y e r, k n o w i n g t h a t o n l y

G o d c a n c r e a t e t h i s h i n d o f c h u r c h : " N o w m a v t h e G o d o f n e a c e H i m s e l f s a n c t i f y

. v o i i e n t i r e l y , a r i d m n v v o u r s n i r i t a n d s o u l a n d b o d y b e p r e s e r v e d c o m p l e t e .

v n ' t h m i t h i m n f ; a t t h€ > . m m i n a o f o u r r . n r d C h r i s t . " N o m a t t e r h o w e x e m p l a r y

the church . . . every congrega t ion . . . every ind iv idua l Chr i s t ian . . .mus t p ray tha t

God i 14 by His Spirit^work daily that we may be "without blame" at the coming
o f o u r L o r d . V e r s e 2 4 a f fi r m s w h a t t h e w h o l e B i b l e a f fi r m s , t h a t G o d w i l l c o m

p l e t e i n u s w h a t H e b e g a n w h e n H e c a l l e d u s : " F a i t h f u l i s H e w h o c a l l s v o u .

and Ho also will bring it to " Not our efforts^ hut God's newer builds
e x e m p l a r y C h r i s t i a n s a n d e x e m p l a r y c h u r c h e s .

Conclus ion. We return to Paul 's words at the end of chapter 2. As a miss ion-

ax^. what reward or g lory d id he ant ic ipate? Only that when the Lord returns

he would find these beloved converts with him in the preqenre of the Lord!

When that day comes, what wi l l be the glorv and inv for us missionaries? Not

the beautiful and spacious church edifices, not the great universities and

s e m i n a r i e s a n d h o s p i t a l s , n o t t h e p r o ? T r a m s a n d p r o j e c t s a l l o f u s h o l d s o d e a r .
w i l V " + » c ^

. . . no ! , i t w i l l be t _o g ree t t hose whom in some way we have r touched . and who

a s a r e s u l t s h a r e o u r e t e r n a l j o y . " F o r w h a t i s o u r h o p e o r j o y o r c r o w n o f

e x u l t a t i o n ? I s i t n o t e v e n y o u , i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f o u r L o r d J e s u s a t . H i s

g g m i n g ? F o r v o u a r e o u r f r l o r v a n d l o v . "

Prayer: "Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may

y o u r s p i r i t a n d s o u l a n d b o d y b e p r e s e r v e d c o m p l e t e , w i t h o u t b l a m e a t t h e c o m i n g

of ou^ Lord Jesus Chr is t , Fa i th fu l is He who ca l ls you, and He a lso wi l l

b r i n g i t t o p a s s . " I T h e s s . 5 : 2 5 - 2 4



A B O U N D I N G W O R E A N D M O R E

T e x t : " . . . w e b e s e e c h y o u , b r e t h r e n , t h a t y o u a b o u n d m o r e a n d m o r e . . " ( I
T h e s s a l o n i a n s ^ : 1 0 b )

S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g ; I C o r i n t h i a n s 9 : 8 ; P h i l i p p i a n s 1 : 9 ; I T h e s s a l o n i a n s ^ : l , 9 - 1 0 .

H o w d o w e e x h o r t t h o s e w h o a r e d o i n g a g o o d j o b a l r e a d y ? C e r t a i n l y n o t w i t h

c r i t i c i s m , o r w i t h s c o l d i n g , o r w i t h d e m a n d s . R a t h e r w e s h o u l d d o i t w i t h

commendat ion and encouragement . That is exact ly how the Apost le Paul addressed the

Ch r i s t i ans i n two o f h i s f avo r i t e chu rches , a t Ph i l i pp i and Thessa ipn i ca , beseech ing
t h e m t o " a b o u n d m o r e a n d m o r e . " T h a t w o r d " a b o u n d " w a s a f a v o r i t e o f P a u l a n d i t i s

t r a n s l a t e d i n v a r i o u s w a y s s u c h a s " i n a b u n d a n c e , " " s u f fi c i e n t , " " r i c h l y , "

" i n c r e a s i n g l y , " o r " t o e x c e l . " I t m e a n s l i t e r a l l y t o " e x c e e d a fi x e d n u m b e r o r
measure. " To abound is to "overflow" as in the fami l iar words of the 83rd Psalm, "My

cup overflows. " The word i t se l f i s der ived f rom the La t in mean ing " to r i se in waves . "

P a u l l o v e d t h e C h r i s t i a n s o f P h i l l i p p i a n d T h e s s a l o n i c a , a n d h i s l e t t e r s t o t h e m

r e fl e c t t h a t . O f t h e P h i l i p p i a n s h e w r o t e : " M y b e l o v e d b r e t h r e n w h o m I l o n g t o s e e ,

m y j o y a n d c r o w n . 1 ) a n d t o t h e T h e s s a l o n i a n s : " Yo u a r e o u r g l o r y a n d j o y . " ( 8 : 8 0 )

I t almost seems out of character for a stern apost le to use endearing tertus l ike these

words to his fr iends: "Ue proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly

cares for her own ch i ldren. Hav ing thus a fond affec t ion for you, we are wel l -p leased

t o i m p a r t t o y o u n o t o n l y t h e g o s p e l o f G o d b u t a l s o o u r o w n l i v e s , b e c a u s e y o u h a d

b e c o m e v e r y d e a r t o u s . " ( I T h e s s . 8 : 7 - 6 ) P a u l h a d a t r u e p a s t o r ' s h e a r t a n d h i s

e a r n e s t e n t r e a t i e s t o h i s c h i l d r e n i n t h e f a i t t i t o " a b o u n d m o r e a n d m o r e " r e fl e c t h i s

concern for their continued and increasing Chri'stian growth and maturity. He pleads
t h a t t h e y : ( I ) " a b o u n d m o r e a n d m o r e i n l o v e . " ( 8 ) a b o u n d m o r e a n d m o r e i n t h e w o r k

o f t h e L o r d , " a n d ( 3 ) a b o u n d m o r e a n d m o r e i n h o o e . "

I. ABOUND MORE AND MORE IN LOVE. "This I pray," wrote Paul to the Philippians

(1:9) "that your love may abound still more and more." and to the Thessalonians, "May
the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for a l l men,

just as we also do for you." ( I Thess. 3:18) Not ice the Apost le d id not here command

h is I ' eaders to l ove . . . ra the r, he asked God to cause the i r l ove to "abound more and

m o £ e . " M o s t , i f n o t a l l , o f u s h a v e a " h e a d k n o w l e d g e " o f t h e l o v e w e C h r i s t i a n s

o u g h t t o h a v e . B u t o n l y G o d c a n g i v e u s t h e l o v e i n o u r h e a r t s t h a t a b o u n d s m o r e a n d
more so that rather than making a lo t of noise about love, we actual ly pract ice i t .

A century ago, Henry Drummond preached a famous sermon ent i t led "The Greatest

Thing in the Norld" where he likened the central section of the fa.nous love poem in I
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c o l o r s o f t h e " s p e c t r u m o f l o v e " w i t h n i n e i n g r e d i e n t s . " L o v e s u f f e r s l o n g " i s t h e

first . Then " love is k ind" of which Drummond wrote: "The greatest th ing a man can do

for His Heavenly Father is to be k ind to some of His other ch i ldren. I wonder why i t

i s tha t we are not a l l k inder than we are . How much the wor ld needs i t . How eas i ly

i t i s d o n e . H o w i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y i t a c t s . H o w i n f a l l i b l y i t . i s r e m e m b e r e d . H o w

supe rabundan t l y i t pays i t se l f back . . . f o r t he re i s no deb to r i n t he wor ld so supe rb l y
h o n o r a b l e a s l o v e . L o v e n e v e r f a i l s . L o v e i s s u c c e s s , l o v e i s h a p p i n e s s , l o v e i s

l i f e . L o v e , I s a y w i t h B r o w n i n g , i s t h e e n e r g y o f l i f e . " A t t h e e n d , h o w w e h a v e

loved w i l l be a ma jo r ques t i on as we face ou r Lo rd f o r a fina l accoun t i ng . May we

p r a y w i t h P a u l t h a t G o d w i l l c a u s e o u r l o v e t o " a b o u n d m o r e a n d m o r e . "

11 ■ ABOUND MORE AND MORE IN THE UQRK OF THE LORD. "There fo re , my be loved

bre th ren . " Pau l wro te in I Cor. 15 :50 , "be s tead fas t , immovab le . a lways abound ing in
t h e w o r k o f t h e L o r d , k n o w i n g t h a t y o u r t o i l i s n o t i n v a i n i n t h e L o r d . " T h e s e w o r d s

c o m e a t t h e e n d o f P a u l ' s g r e a t t r e a t i s e o n t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n o f C h r i s t

as the assurance tha t we too sha l l r i se f rom the dead on some fu ture day wh ich no

s p e c u l a t i o n c a n h a s t e n . . . b u t t h e p r a c t i c a l c o n c e r n o f t h e m o m e n t i s w h a t w e s h o u l d b e

do ing r i gh t now, wh i ch i s " abound ing i n t he wo rk o f t he Lo rd . " I n ano the r p l ace (1
T h e s s . ^ : 1 ) h e e x h o r t s " t o w a l k a n d p l e a s e G o d . . . t h a t y o u m a y e x c e l ( o r a b o u n d ) s t i l l

more." Our whole manner of l i fe is what he is ta lk ing about .

Now these words don't mean we should be spending every minute tending the

o r p h a n s , f e e d i n g t h e p o o r, h e a l i n g t h e s i c k , d o i n g p e r s o n a l e v a n g e l i s m o r
preach ing . . .as an impor tan t par t o f the " 'work o f the Lord" as they a re . Bu t
"abounding in the work of the Lord" means that all we do is done to the glory of God,
t o b r i n g H i m h o n o r, t o r e fl e c t H i s w a y s . . w h e t h e r o u r a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s a r e s m a l l o r

great, humdrum or spectacular. Paul's first readers had to tend shops, sail ships,
t i l l the soi l , raise chiIdren...and perform al l the other chores we have today. He
knew there are pract ical l imi ts to what we can do in the more narrow interpretat ion of

"work o f the Lord . " bu t there is no l im i t to increas ing , to overflowing, to
"abounding" in making the qual i ty o f every aspect o f l i fe p leas ing to God and
r e c o g n i z a b l e a s s u c h b y t h e w o r l d a b o u t u s .

III. ABOUNDING MORE AND MORE IN HOPE. Abounding in love has to do with the

heart . . .our at t i tudes and relat ionships with others. Abounding in the work of the
Lord has to do with our feet (where we go) and our hands (what we do). Abounding in

hope has to do with our outlook, our sense of confidence, our assurance, our reliance
upon the eternal trustworthiness of God. Romans 15:13 is another great prayer of



P a u l : " N o w m a y t h e G o d o f h o p e fi l l y o u w i t h a l l j o y a n d p e a c e i n b e l i e v i n g , t h a t y o u

m a y a b o u n d i n h o p e b y t h e p o w e r o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t . " I t i s e a s y t o c o n f u s e f a i t h a n d

h o p e . F a i t h i s a n a c c e p t a n c e o f a l l t h a t G o d g i v e s u s i n C h r i s t J e s u s ; h o p e i s t h e
c o n fi d e n t o u t l o o k o n l i f e , p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e , w h i c h c o m e s f r o m t o t a l c o m m i t m e n t t o

G o d .

H o p e i s n o t j u s t w i s h f u l t h i n k i n g , s u c h a s " I h o p e t h e w e a t h e r i s g o o d t o m o r r o w . "

N o , i t i s t h e c o n fi d e n c e t h a t G o d i s t a k i n g c a r e o f H i s w o r l d , t a k i n g c a r e o f m e , a n d

t a k i n g c a r e o f m y f u t u r e . T h e o u t l o o k i n P a u l ' s w o r l d w a s j u s t a s g l o o m y a n d

f o r e b o d i n g a s w h a t w e s e e i n t h e n e w s p a p e r s o r o n T V t o d a y, b u t G o d g i v e s u s f a i t h a n d
H e g i v e s u s h o p e w h i c h t o t a l l y t r a n s f o r m s t h e p i c t u r e . H o p e g i v e s u s j o y a n d p e a c e

f o r t o d a y a n d c o n fi d e n c e f o r t o m o r r o w . A m i s s i o n a r y i n A f r i c a h a d t o s e n d h i s

c h i l d r e n t o G e r m a n y f o r e d u c a t i o n a n d s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d h i s w i f e d i e d . A h e a t h e n

f r i e n d a s k e d , " H o w c a n y o u b e a r a l l t h a t ? " T h e m i s s i o n a r y r e p l i e d , " O h , 1 k n o w t h a t I

s h a l l s e e m y l o v e d o n e s a g a i n , e v e n i f t h y h a v e d i e d . " T h e a s t o n i s h e d n a t i v e r e p l i e d ,

" Yo u C h r i s t i a n s a r e t o b e e n v i e d . . . y o u c a n s e e t h r o u g h t h e h o r i z o n . " W h a t a w o n d e r f u l

d e fi n i t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n H o p e . . . o n e t h a t s e r v e s i n e v e r y a s p e c t o f l i f e e v e n i n t h e

f a c e o f t h e u n k n o w n s o f t h e f u t u r e . A s P e t e r w r o t e i n I P e t e r 1 : 3 " G o d t h e

F a t h e r . . . h a s c a u s e d u s t o b e b o r n a g a i n t o a l i v i n g h o p e . "

C O N C L U S I O N . A b o u n d i n g i n l o v e , a b o u n d i n g i n g o o d w o r k s , a n d a b o u n d i n g i n h o p e

s o u n d l i k e g o o d i n t e n t i o n s , b u t t h e y c a n o n l y b e a c t u a l l y r e a l i z e d w h e n i n f a i t h w e

a c c e p t s o m e t h i n g e l s e w h i c h a b o u n d s a n d i s t h e s p r i n g b o a r d■ f r o m w h i c h t h e y m a y b e
c a r r i e d o u t . P a u l h a s a l s o t o l d u s i n I I C o r i n t h i a n s 9 : 8 , " A n d G o d i s a b l e t o m a k e

a l l g r a c e a b o u n d t o w a r d v o u ; t h a t y e , a l w a y s h a v i n g a l l s u f fi c i e n c y i n a l l t h i n g s , m a y

a b o u n d t o e v e r y g o o d w o r k . " J o h n B u n y a n , f a m o u s f o r w r i t i n g P i l g r i m ' s P r o g r e s s ,

p r e a c h e d a f a m o u s s e r m o n 3 0 0 y e a r s a g o e n t i t l e d " G r a c e A b o u n d i n g t o t h e C h i e f o f
S i n n e r s . " W i t h o u t t h a t " a b o u n d i n g g r a c e . " e a c h o f u s m o d e r n s i n n e r s i s a b s o l u t e l y

h e l p l e s s . T h a t " a b o u n d i n g g r a c e , " t h e u n d e s e r v e d f a v o r o f o u r H e a v e n l y F a t h e r w o r k s
i n t w o w a y s f o r u s .

1 . G o d ' s " a b o u n d i n g g r a c e " a l l o w s H i m t o f o r g i v e a n d s a v e a n d r e s t o r e u s t o

H i m s e l f t h r o u g h t h e s a c r i fi c i a l d e a t h o f H i s o n l y S o n .

2 . G o d ' s " a b o u n d i n g g r a c e " c o n t i n u e s t o fl o w i n t o o u r l i v e s d a i l y t h r o u g h

i n n u m e r a b l e b l e s s i n g s , n o t m e r e l y p h y s i c a l a n d m a t e r i a l , b u t t h o s e w h i c h g i v e u s j o y

a n d p e a c e a n d t h e d e s i r e t o l i v e o b e d i e n t a n d h o l y l i v e s .

M a y G o d ' s g r a c e , t h e n , a b o u n d i n t h e h e a r t s o f e a c h o f u s , a n d p r o v i d e t h e

suffic iency (a l l tha t we need) to abound to every good work . . . fo r H is g lo ry.



A missionary handles a vital subject on the mission field—

The Second Coming
R E V . J O S E P H B . H O P P E R

T e x t : I T h e e a a l o n i a n s 4 : 1 3 - 5 : 6 .

We Chr is t ians observe Chr is tmas
and Easter as the days when Jesus
w a s b o r n a n d w h e n H e r o s e f r o m t h e
dead after dying on the cross. But
since He has not yet returned to earth,
w e c a n n o t c e l e b r a t e a n y s p e c i a l d a t e
f o r H i s r e t u r n . W e m u s t r e
m e m b e r i t e v e r y d a y. T h i s d o c
t r i n e d e s e r v e s o u r a t t e n t i o n , e s p e
cially because it is denied by some
a n d tw i s t e d a b o u t b y o th e r s .

T H E S E C O N D C O M I N G A F A C T .

J u s t a s w e b e l i e v e t h a t J e s u s i s
the Son of God, that He was born of
a virgin, that He lived a sinless life,
t h a t H e w o r k e d m i r a c l e s a n d s p o k e
wonde i ' f u l wo rds , t ha t He d ied fo r ou r
sins and rose again and ascended in
to heaven . . . just as we believe these
things, so wc know that He is com
ing aga in .

Jesus Himself repeatedly told His
disciples that He would some day re
t u r n t o t h e e a r t h . A s H e a s c e n d e d
into heaven, angels told the disciples
that as He ascended so He would some
day return. All through the New Tes
tament, the Apostol ic writers every
where affirm this great hope of His
r e t u r n .

Ye t t h e r e a r e t h o s e w h o d e n y t h i s
truth entirely, or explain it away, per
haps by saying that the sending of
the Holy Spirit fulfilled this promise
of Jesus. Others, such as the Je
h o v a h ' s W i t n e s s e s a n d 7 t h D a y A d -
ventists, teach in strange ways that
Jesus has already come. Even here
in Korea, such teachings are heard.

Some years ago when I was preach
ing in the San-tong church an old
m a n c a m e i n a n d s a t a t t h e r e a r o f
t h e c h u r c h . H e h a d o n h i s h o r s e - h a i r
hat and a long white robe. His hair

was done up in a top-knot tied mth a
great piece of amber. When I spoke
t o h i m a f t e r t h e s e r v i c e , h e h a n d e d
me a piece of paper, l ike a t ract .
" W h a t i s t h i s ? " " I t i s a n a n n o u n c e
ment , " sa id he. "What does i t an
nounce? " " I t says t ha t Jesus has
come back to earth," he replied. "Oh,
th e n w h e re h a s H e co me ? " "To So o n -
c h a n g . "

Friends, when Jesus comes, it will
n o t b e n e c e s s a r y f o r o l d m e n t o r u n
a i - o u n d w i t h a n n o u n c e m e n t s . H e w i l l
come as the Scr ip tu res teach .

T H E T I M E I S U N K N O W N .

This is a secret known only to God
t h e F a t h e r . M e n h a v e t r i e d f o r a g e s
t o d e t e r m i n e t h i s d a t e i n a d v a n c e ,
but Jesus told us that only God knows.
H e n c e H i s c o m i n g i s a l w a y s a p o s
s ib i l i ty. Paul says that His coming
w i l l b e l i k e t h a t o f a t h i e f i n t h e
n i gh t . I f a t h i e f expec t s t o en te r
your house, does he send word like
th is : " I am coming tomorrow n ight
at midnight to steal all your posses
s i o n s ? " N o i n d e e d , h e c o m e s w h e n
you least expect him. So wil l i t be
wi th the coming o f Chr is t .

Several years ago a missionary in
Mokpo sent word to a certain church
tha t he wou ld v i s i t t he re the fo l l ow ing
Sunday, arriving Saturday afternoon
by boat. Mokpo is by the sea-side,
a n d o f t e n t r a v e l i s e a s i e r b y w a t e r
than by land. But that Saturday the
missionary was busy and could not
c a t c h t h e l i t t l e b o a t . W h e n t h e v i l

lagers saw that he didn't come, they
a s s u m e d h e w o u l d n o t c o m e a t a l l .
B u t S u n d a y m o r n i n g , t h e m i s s i o n a r y
drove his jeep a long way to reach
t h a t c h u r c h . J u s t b e f o r e g e t t i n g
t h e r e , w h o m s h o u l d h e m e e t b y t h e
r o a d b u t t h e l e a d i n g d e a c o n o f t h e
c h u r c h , t a k i n g h i s o x t o m a r k e t i n

the nearby county seat. Thinking the
m iss i ona ry wasn ' t com ing he was
breaking the Sabbath. That was be
tween men, but suppose he had met
His Lord returning to earth. Would
h e n o t h a v e b e e n a s h a m e d t o w e l c o m e
H i m ?

Not long ago the chief of police of
this province made an inspection of
the country police stations. He trav
elled in his jeep at night. When he
r e a c h e d K a l t a m i t w a s t h e m i d d l e o f
the n igh t . A l igh t ing f rom h is jeep,
he went into the police station and
found everyone asleep. So he picked
up the caps, pistol belts, and whistles
which the policemen wear, put them
in his jeep and drove off. What pun
i s h m e n t d o y o u s u p p o s e t h o s e m e n
got for being asleep rather than on
g u a r d ?

Paul tells us to be awake prepared
fo r the coming o f the Lo rd . I be
lieve the reason Jesus gave us no date
f o r H i s r e t u r n w a s s o t h a t w e w o u l d
expect Him every day. Otherwise we
would put off repent ing of s in and
leading holy l ives unti l the day be
f o r e H i s a r r i v a l .

T H E M A N N E R I S A S H E W E N T .

I can te l l you nothing about the
manner of His coming except what is
i n t h e B i b l e . M e n h a v e c o n j e c t u r e d
about this, to no avail . The angels
s a i d t h a t H e w o u l d c o m e a s H e h a d
ascended. I Thess. 4:16-17 speaks of
angels, of a trumpet sound, of Jesus
coming in glory, of men rising to meet
H i m i n t h e a i r . W h a t d o e s a l l t h i s
m e a n ? W e m a y n o t b e a b l e t o u n
d e r s t a n d n o w a l l t h e s e d e t a i l s , b u t
certainly He wil l come in the glory
o f H is Fa the r, and we sha l l mee t H im
i n t h a t g l o r y.

Some w i l l say, "Bu t th i s i s sc ien t i fi
cal ly impossib le!" Science is doing
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so many wonderful things these days,
things that we read about in the news
papers and hear over the radio, that
such a Second Coming does not sound
s o s t r a n g e a s i t w o u l d h a v e s o u n d e d
ten yea rs ago . Bu t we do no t depend
upon scientific explanations. We be
l i e v e i n a n A l m i g h t y G o d . I f G o d
c a n c r e a t e a l l t h i n g s b y t h e W o r d o f
His power, i t is an easy th ing for
H i m t o s e n d H i s S o n i n t h e f a s h i o n
d e s c r i b e d i n t h e S c r i p t u r e s .

For those who have re jec ted Chr is t ,
H i s c o m i n g w i l l b e a d a y o f t e r r o r .
P a u l p i c t u r e s t h i s i n I T h e s s . 5 , s a y

ing that for them "there wil l be no
e s c a p e , " B u t f o r a l l w h o b e l i e v e t h a t
Jesus has d ied for the i r s ins , who ac
cept Him as Saviour and try to live
a s H e r e q u i r e s , i t w i l l b e a d a y o f
joy and the beginning of an eternity
w i t h t h e L o r d .

W E M U S T B E R E A D Y .

For you and me this is the most im-
p o i - t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I t i s l i k e w a i t
ing for an important guest whose time
o f a r r i v a l i s u n k n o w n . I f t h e g u e s t
s a y s , " I a m c o m i n g i n D e c e m b e r, " w e
g e t r e a d y o n t h e fi r s t d a y . I f h e

d o e s n ' t c o m e w e p r e p a r e t h e s e c o n d
d a y, a n d s o o n . We c l e a n o u r y a r d s ,
r e - p a p e r o u r w a l l s , p r e p a r e s p e c i a l
f ood , and make su re ou r bes t c l o thes
a r e r e a d y . F o r t h e c o m i n g o f o u r
L o r d w e p r e p a r e o u r h e a r t s a s m o s t
p e o p l e p r e p a r e f o r a n i m p o r t a n t
g u e s t . W e c l e a n s e t h e m a n d m a k e
t h e m fi t f o r t h e c o m i n g o f t h e g u e s t .

T w o y e a i ' s a g o , s o m e m i s s i o n a r y
l a d i e s w e r e i n t h e C h u n j u m a r k e t .
S e e i n g a c r o w d n e a r b y, t h e y w e n t t o
s e e w h a t w a s g o i n g o n . I t t u r n e d o u t

( C o n t . o n p . 8 , c o l . 2 )

The Spirit As Guide

The phrase "This is the way, walk
ye in it" seems to have little meaning to
many of today's students. Even teach
ers of Christ ianity in churches and
schools deny, by their actions and ad
vice, that the will of God can be clear
l y known to an i nd i v idua l beyond
d o u b t . T h e C h u r c h ' s t r u s t i n t h e
H o l y S p i r i t a s C o u n s e l o r a p p e a r s t o
have been replaced by a mass of vo
cational literature and aptitude tests.
We do not mean to say that these do
n o t h a v e t h e i r p l a c e i n t h e g u i d a n c e
o f a n i n d i v i d u a l , b u t o n l y t h a t t h e y
are not of primary consideration.

O n e o f t h e m a i n s i n s o f t h e s c h o l
a s t i c d e n o m i n a t i o n s i s t h a t a t t i m e s
w e t h i n k o u r s e l v e s a s h a v i n g m o r e
w i s d o m t h a n t h e H o l y S p i r i t . W e
h a v e b e c o m e s o i n t e l l i g e n t t h a t t h e
profound, and yet simple, direction by
t h e H o l y S p i r i t a s d e l i v e r e d t o t h e
Apost les in Scr ip ture is counted by us
a s i n a d e q u a t e . A l t h o u g h w e d o n o t
c o n f e s s t h i s w i t h o u r l i p s , y e t m a n y
o f ou r recen t seminary g radua tes con
f e s s i t b y t h e i r p e d a n t r y i n t h e e x
p l a n a t i o n s o f s i m p l e C h r i s t i a n t r u t h .

Today we seem to boas t i n the an
swer that "We have no pat answers."
We l o o k w i t h d i s d a i n u p o n t h o s e d e
n o m i n a t i o n s t h a t t e l l t h e i r p e o p l e ,
"Trust the Spirit, read the Scripture,
p r a y a n d y o u r p r o b l e m w i l l s o o n b e
s o l v e d . " W e s e e m t o t h i n k o u r s e l v e s

superior because "We have no pack
aged p rog i -am, " and a t the same t ime
w e l o o k w i t h c o n t e m p t , a n d a l i t t l e
jea lousy, upon those churches and o r

g a n i z a t i o n s w h i c h a r e g i v i n g c l e a r - c u t
d i r e c t i o n t o t h e y o u t h o f t o d a y.

We are somet imes l i ke the d isc ip les
w h o c a m e t o J e s u s a n d s a i d " L o r d w e
saw some who were cast ing out dev i ls
in Thy Name who were not of us and
w e f o r b a d e t h e m . I w o n d e r i f
t he reason the d i sc ip l es f o rbade them
was because they were jealous of such
f a i t h i n m e n w h o w e r e n o t " i n " w i t h
t h e M a s t e r ?

When peop le came to Chr is t fo r an
swers and for help did He put them
off by saying, "I have no pat answer
f o r y o u ? " D i d H e c o n f o u n d t h e m
with a philosophical exposition of the
impor t o f t he ques t i on t hey we re ask
ing? Did He then say, "So now, you
see, the answer that I give you may
suffice this time, but may soon be in
a d e q u a t e ? " N o , t h e s t a t e m e n t s o f
J e s u s C h r i s t a r e t i m e l e s s . T h e a n s w e r s
He gave are still good for today and
tomorrow. And in those subjects on
which Christ made no pronouncement
He emphatically said, "The Spirit will
l e a d y o u i n t o a l l t r u t h . "

E x i s t e n t i a l i s m m i x e d w i t h a c o m

pound of Chr ist iani ty wi l l not meet
the needs of the seai'ching heart to
day. The doctr ine of existent ial ism,
in its deepest sense, has changed itself
t o " h o n e s t d o u b t , " d r e s s e d i t s e l f i n
t h e g a r m e n t o f C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d i s
passing for "deep" Christian experi
ence, when it is nothing more than an
excuse by which students and teachers
m a y p o s t p o n e d i r e c t i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h
the Ho ly Sp i r i t o f God . L i ke men who

R E V . J O H N D e S A N T O

k n o w t h a t t h e o c e a n c a n h o l d t h e i r

c r a f t , t h a t i n t h e m i d d l e t h e r e a r e
g rea te r fish , ye t who a re a f r a i d t o be
tossed abou t , we sa i l ou r c ra f t i n t he
s h a l l o w w a t e r a n d t h e fi s h w e c a t c h
are incomparable to the ones we could
c a t c h .

W h y ? W h y d o m e n r e m a i n i n t h e
s h a l l o w s w h e n t h e d e e p a f f o r d s a
g r e a t e r c a t c h ? W h y w i l l m e n b o w t o
a n e x i s t e n t i a l e x p e r i e n c e r a t h e r t h a n
t o t h e H o l y S p i r i t ? I t i s b e c a u s e o f
t h e " o f f e n s e o f t h e C r o s s ! " T h e w o r d s
of Christ, "The Servant is no greater
than his lord," becomes a reality only
to the one whose life is controlled by
t h e H o l y S p i r i t . W h e n w e a r e H i s ,
h o w e v e r, w e e x p e r i e n c e t h e f u l fi l l m e n t
of the other promises of Christ. We
know the satisfaction of being in His
will, a sense of true accomplishment,
a n d b e c a u s e w e h a v e l e f t a l l w e w i l l
" r e c e i v e a h u n d r e d f o l d m o r e b o t h i n
t h i s l i f e a n d t h e l i f e t o c o r n e l "

"This is the way, walk ye in i t , "
can be a realization to every Christian
a t a n y a g e . T h e f o r m u l a f o r k n o w
ing the wll of God is the same now as
it was for St. Paul, Augustine, Calvin,
Knox, and Wesley — prayer, reading
o f S c r i p t u r e , t r u s t , p r a y e r a n d m o r e
p r a y e r . A n d l e t u s e m p h a t i c a l l y a d d
— h a r d w o r k a n d a f e a r l e s s n e s s t o d o

t h e r e v e a l e d w i l l o f G o d u n d e r t h e
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

* * * *

The Rev. Mr. DeSanto is pastor of the
F i r s t Church , Grayv i l l e , I I I .
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Greater Strictness

The awful responsibility of teachers—

W i t h

Teaching car r ies w i th i t a g rave
responsibility. The Apostle James
states flatly: "We who teach shall be
judged with greater strictnesB," and
the essential Tightness of this is evi
dent when we realize that teachers
are engaged in molding lives. What
is thought, believed, and what should
be done in life — these things fall
within the province of teachers.

A teacher exer ts great influence,
either for good or evil. If he lacks
convictions, that lack will be impart
ed to those who are taught . I f he has
a strong faith that faith will be in
evidence and will bring a blessing to
those exposed to it. If the teacher
has accepted error instead of truth
t h i s e r r o r w i l l h a v e a w a y o f s e e p i n g
out to those in the class room.

In other words, a teacher deeply in
fl u e n c e s t h e l i v e s o f t h o s e w h o m h e
teaches and for that reason stands
continually under the judgment of God
for a strict accounting of his steward
ship .

I t i s t r u e t h a t t h e b e s t t e a c h e r i s
the one who induces his students to
t h i n k f o r t h e m s e l v e s , b u t n o o n e
should be so naive as to assume that
this thinking can occur in a vacuum,—
consciously or unconsciously students
are led in their thinking and the one
who leads has a grave responsibility
t h a t h e l e a d a r i g h t .

I n t h e r e a l m o f s c i e n c e , c r e a t i v e
thinking proceeds from known facts,
although the validity of these facts
can and should be tested. I t is through
experimentation in the various branch
es of science that discoveries and prog
ress a re made . New ach ievemen ts r e
s u l t f r o m b o l d a d v e n t u r i n g i n t o t h e
y e t u n k n o w n .

But let us beware of using the meth

od of experimentation in the spiritual
r e a l m w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e t o a h i g h e r
law. God has given to men certain
r e v e l a t i o n s o f H i m s e l f — i n n a t u r e ,
in the Holy Scriptures and through
H i s S o n , a n d t h e s e b e c o m e t h e s u b
jects of faith. True, faith becomes ex
perimental from the human standpoint
when it is put into practice, but there
must be faith, not just experimenta
tion. "God is a Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spir i t
and truth" precludes a test-tube faith.
He must be accepted as God, above all
else, by faith. Our Lord's reference
to the fai th of a l i t t le chi ld is pregnant
w i t h m e a n i n g .

Not for naught does the writer to
t h e H e b r e w C h r i s t i a n s s a y : " F o r w h o
s o e v e r w o u l d d r a w n e a r t o G o d m u s t
be l ieve that He ex is ts and that He re
w a r d s t h o s e w h o s e e k H i m . " H o w
f o o l i s h t h e n i s t h a t u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s
sor who recent ly said that parents
w e r e u n f a i r t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n w h o
taught them that the Christian faith
is the only right way of life!

T h e B i b l e m a k e s i t c l e a r t h a t c h i l
dren are to be taught the reasons for
f a i t h . " A n d t h e s e w o r d s w h i c h I c o m
mand you this day shall be upon your
heart, and you shall teach them dili
gently to your children," is the method
by which children come to understand
the way of l i fe. "Pedagogical ly un
s o u n d ? " B y s o m e m o d e r n m e t h o d s ,
perhaps, but woe to those children
who a re l e f t t o dec ide fo r t hemse lves
w i t h o u t t h e b l e s s i n g o f p a r e n t s o r
t e a c h e r s w h o a r e b e l i e v e r s a n d w h o
t r y t o t r ansm i t t he conv i c t i ons o f
t h e i r f a i t h t o p l a s t i c m i n d s .

I n t h e r e a l m o f C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n

"teaching" is the imparting of truth,
not the presentation of a set of al
te rna t i ves f rom wh ich the s tuden t may

D R . L . N E L S O N B E L L

choose. In the philosophical realm a
set of arguments, pro and con, may
b e t h e b a s i s f r o m w h i c h o p i n i o n s a r e
fo rmed. Bu t i n the rea lm o f the Sp i r i t
God has given us certain undebat-
able truths by revelation, which we as
C h r i s t i a n s a r e t o b e l i e v e a n d w h i c h
w e i n t u r n a r e c o m m i t t e d t o p a s s o n
t o o t h e r s .

The process requires a form of con
secrated dogmatism, based not on the
opinions of the teacher but on the
c l e a r a f fi r m a t i o n s o f G o d ' s Wo r d f r o m
which proceed Christian convictions.
Only those who accept revealed truth,
and can a ffi rm i ts rea l i t y w i th the
c o n v i c t i o n o f t h o s e w h o k n o w, a r e i n
a position to pass on the Christian
f a i t h t o o t h e r s .

Paul is a supreme example of a man
of faith teaching the content of and
r e a s o n s f o r t h a t f a i t h t o o t h e r s . Wr i t
ing to Timothy he says, "And what
you have heard from me before many
witnesses entrust to faithful men who
w i l l be ab le t o t each o the rs a l so . "

And speaking of Timothy; were his
parents and grandparents unfair in
teaching him the complete reliability
and authori ty of the Old Testament
Scriptures? Paul thought not but
rather gloried in the young minister's
background — "And that from a child
t h o x i h a s t k n o w n t h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s ,
which are able to make thee wise unto
sa lvat ion through fa i th which is in
C h r i s t J e s u s . "

S u c h t e a c h i n g i s o n l y t o o r a r e t o
day. Some teachers of religion glory
in unsettling the "immature faith" of
t h e i r s t u d e n t s . S o m e e v e n b o a s t t h a t
they aim to destroy their students' pre
suppositions in order that they may
" fi n d a s t a b l e f a i t h f o r t h e m s e l v e s . "
Wou ld tha t these men wou ld read and
ponder Paul's words to the Galatian
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C h r i s t i a n s : " B u t t h e m a n w h o i s u n

settling your minds, whoever he may
b e , m u s t b e a r G o d ' s j u d g m e n t " ( G a l .
5 : 1 0 N E B ) .

I f J u d a i z e r s s t o o d u n d e r j u d g m e n t
8 0 t o o d o t h o s e w h o u n s e t t l e t h e f a i t h

o f y o u n g p e o p l e t o d a y . O u r L o r d
s p o k e t h e s e s o l e m n w o r d s : " B u t i f a
m a n i s a c a u s e o f s t u m b l i n g t o o n e
o f t hese l i t t l e ones who have f a i t h i n
Me, i t would be bet ter for h im to have
a m i l l s tone hung a round h i s neck and
be drowned in the depths o f the sea. "

L i t t l e w o n d e r t h a t J a m e s t e l l s u s
that teachers shall be judged with the
greater s t r ic tness — they have in the i r
h a n d s t h e e t e r n a l d e s t i n i e s o f t h o s e

t h e y t e a c h . P a u l w a r n s T i m o t h y :
"Timothy, keep safe that which has
been entmsted to you. Ttim a deaf
ear to empty and %oorldly chatter, and
t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s o f s o - c a l l e d ' k n o w l
edge,' for many who lay claim to it
have shot far wide of the fai th" ( I
Tim. 6:20,21 NEB).

T h i s i s n o d e f e n s e o f " r o b o t C h r i s
t i a n s . " N o r i s i t a n a t t a c k o n h o n e s t
teach ing . Ra ther i t i s a p lea tha t
God's revealed truth shall be taught
as such and not be made the subject
of questioning doubts. Let the student
form h is own fa i th on the basis of the
t r u t h . B u t l e t i t b e t h e t r u t h o f G o d !
We would speak out against the sub
stituting of human opinion for divine
reve la t ion — the propagat ion o f a
form of religion divested of spiritual
content and power, which ends its hope

i n t h i s w o r l d a n d m e a s u r e s a l l i t s a c

t i v i t i e s b y h u m a n s t a n d a r d s .

Are we speaking to a relevant issue?
W e a r e . M a n y o f o u r fi n e s t y o u n g
p e o p l e t o d a y a r e s i t t i n g u n d e r t e a c h
ers who o f fe r l i t t l e ev idence tha t t hey
a r e p o s s e s s e d o f a n y fi r m c o n v i c t i o n s
r e g a r d i n g t h e c o n t e n t o f t h e C h r i s
t ian fa i th . Two young women were
recently talking together. Both were
f r o m C h u r c h - r e l a t e d s c h o o l s a n d b o t h
h a d t h e b a c k g r o u n d o f C h r i s t i a n
h o m e s . O n e c o n f e s s e d t h a t s h e h a d
c o m e t o r e j e c t g r e a t p o r t i o n s o f t h e
Bible. She now conceived the super
natural and miraculous to be simply
"symbolic." God and His power had,
in he r m ind , been reduced to t he hu
m a n l e v e l . S h e h a d c o m e u n d e r t e a c h
e r s w h o h a d t h e m s e l v e s r e j e c t e d t h e
integrity and authority of Holy Scrip
tu res in favor o f c lever ly dev ised sub
s t i t u t e s . T h e o t h e r y o u n g w o m a n h a d
an unimpaired fa i th because her teach
e r s w e r e f a i t h f u l .

We are not judging teachers. They,
a l o n g w i t h a l l w h o t e a c h , w i l l b e
judged w i th g rea te r s t r i c tness because
they have chosen teaching as their pro
fession. They will be judged by whe
ther they have engendered faith, or
d e s t r o y e d i t .

SECOND COMING—from p. 6
that President Yoon Po-soon was pay
ing an unexpec ted v is i t to the marke t .
N o o n e h a d c l e a n e d t h e w a l k - w a y s .

The merchants had no t ime to put
specially nice goods on the counters,
o r p u s h t h e b l a c k m a i ' k e t i t e m s u n d e r
t h e m . P r e s i d e n t Yo o n s a w t h e m a r
k e t e x a c t l y a s i t u s u a l l y i s , b e c a u s e
h e w a s n o t e x p e c t e d . T h e n e x t m o r n
i n g a s I d r o v e t o K u n s a n I f o u n d t h e
h i g h w a y n e a t l y s c r a p e d a n d s w e p t .
E v e r y h u n d r e d y a r d s a m a n s t o o d
g u a r d i n g t h e h i g h w a y . I n e v e r y v i l
l a g e t h e s c h o o l c h i l d r e n w e r e l i n e d
u p b e s i d e t h e r o a d w i t h t h e i r fl a g s .
W h y ? B e c a u s e P r e s i d e n t Yo o n w a s
e x p e c t e d a l o n g t h a t r o a d . . . i n f a c t
some of the children mistook my jeep
f o r t h a t o f t h e P r e s i d e n t a n d w a v e d
t h e i r fl a g s . B u t i t w a s o n l y t h e m i s
s i o n a r y ! S e e h o w d i f f e r e n t l y t h e y
had prepared than the people in the
m a r k e t . H o w m u c h m o r e s h o u l d w e
Christians prepare for the coming of
the King of Kings . . . like those peo
ple along the highway rather than in
t h e m a r k e t .

I am very much opposed to drinking
wine. There are many reasons for
n o t d r i n k i n g , b u t i s n ' t t h i s t h e m o s t
important: Suppose I drink a lot and
lose my senses. While in this state,
if the Lord should return, how could
I m e e t H i m w i t h j o y ? T h e r e a r e
many other reasons against drinking,
but to mo this is the most important.
T h e s a m e t h i n g i s t r u e o f a l l o t h e r
s i n s . H o w a s h a m e d w e w o u l d b e i f
H e s h o u l d c o m e a n d fi n d u s i n s i n !
I h o p e t h a t w h e n H e c o m e s I w i l l b e
busy preaching in some church or
about some other work of the Lord. The
best way to prepare for His coming
is to be busy doing His work.

We don't know how long it will be
b e f o r e t h e L o r d r e t u r n s . I h a v e a
feeling that His delay is to give us an
oppo r tun i t y t o w i t ness . H i s l as t wo rds
to the disciples were that they were
t o w i t n e s s t o H i m t o t h e e n d s o f t h e
e a x ' t h u n t i l H e r e t u r n e d . T h a t i s o u r
t a s k , a n d i t i s a s y e t u n f u l fi l l e d .
Those who hear this message and have
n o t a c c e p t e d H i m a s S a v i o u r : n o w i s
your opportunity to prepare for His
coming by taking Him as your Sav
i o u r. T h o s e o t h e r s w h o h a v e b e l i e v e d
for a long time, take hope and courage
k n o w i n g t h a t t h e t r o u b l e s o f t h i s
world are temporary and that soon,
w h e t h e r w e l i v e o r d i e , w e s h a l l a l l
rise to meet our Lord returning in all
H i s g l o r y .

* * * *

The Rev. Mr. Hopper is a missionary
o f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h , U S , i n
K o r e a . T h i s i s a s e r m o n h e h a s a c
tual ly used on several occasions there.

T H E B I B L E
I S T H E W O R D O F G O D

"Supernatural in Origin,
Eternal in Duration,

Inexpressible in Value,
Infinite in Scope,

Regenerative in Power,
Infallible in Authority,

Universal in Interest,
Personal in Application,

Inspired in Totality.

R e a d I t T h r o u g h , W r i t e I t D o w n ,
P r a y I t I n , W o r k I t O u t ,

A n d T h e n — P a s s I t O n . "

— A u t h o r U n k n o w n .
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THE GREAT APOSTA=^T 11 Thessalonians 2.3

by J. Hershey Longenecker

Once up€m a time a group of laen at a Church c<»ifer«ice were approached by a

very earnest nan who asked them wie hy <*je. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is

coning back today? The first one answered, "I think not," The second man gave the

same answer, "I think not." Likewise the third and the fourth and every one untU

the last answered with the same words, "T think not," Then the questioner looked

at them solemnly and said, "Think it over. The Lord Jesus said, 'In such an hour

a s y e t h i n k n o t t h e o f ? - Ta n c o m e t h , "

Is Jesus Christ coming again? Jesus and the ^ Testament witers say that

He is coming again. And Jesus warned us to be ready for His coming. He said, There

fore be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.

If you were to be asked today. Do you think Jesus is coming again any time

soon?, would you answr, I think not? Multitudes T^ould give that answer today.

Some oeople do not believe He will ever come. That is an avfUl mistake.

Jesus Christ ^ coming again. He said Re would. His coming is the Blessed

Hope of His people. ^Jhen we stand by the graves of our loved ones we can rejoice,

Vhen Jesus comes again they will be raised from the dead, and they and we shall

go with HliQ to His Home forever.

The Church in Thessalonica had a problem. It seans that there were rich and

generous Christ ians in that Church, They gave l iberal ly to the Church, and the

Church gave l iberal ly to the poor. But there were lazy people who would not work.

They were waiting for the "econd coming of Christ, or that at least is ^t they

said, Paul in his second letter to Thessalonica spoke sharply about this, "For

even idien we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any i^uld not work,

neither should he eat," For we hear that there are some which walk among you dig-

orderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. How them that aw such we command

and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they woi^, and eat their
own bread. II Thess, 3,10-12

In I These, 1,10 Paul had written them about T/aitlng for God's ̂  f̂ cxa Keav
«h<« He r»iaed IW the de,d, even Jesus, «hlch delivered us trm the vrsth te cce!
But Paul did net nean for th«n to sit and ,alt. but to '



o f C h r i s t ,

In I I These, 2,3 Paul te l ls them about a fa l l ing away, an apostasy, which

would come before the day of Christ. That day shall not ecme, he says, except

there come a fal l ing away first , and that nan of s in be revealed, the son of

p e r d i t i o n .

If we keep our eyes and ears open we will observe that in this year of our

Lord 1966 we are right in the midst of a fearful falling away from Christ. Many

Christ ians are not aware of the fact that the New Testament has long predicted

such a falling away. About 60 years ago believing Christians t^ore disturbed by

a dangerous trend in the Church, A certain ^iscopal lawyer had been a worldly-

minded Church member, just a nominal Christian, He was cwiverted and began, with

his brilliant mind, to study the Bible, Then he wrote and published a number of

books, one of them bearing the title, THK ORSAT APOSTASY SST IN, That book by

Philip Xauro fell into my hands In ray teens, about 60 years ago. It impressed me

s o m u c h t h a t I h a v e r e m e m b e r e d t h e t i t l e a n d t h e n a m e o f t h e a u t h o r a l l t h e s e y e a r s .

The book was based on our text for this morning, XI Thess, 2,3. That day,

the day of Christ, shall not come, except there come a falling away first. This

term, falling away, is a tronslation of the Greek word, apostasia. For many years

earnest Christians have been concerned about a fall ing away in the Church, The

apostaey has been growing. The present OOD IS DHiAD theory, one of the craziest

ideas ever advanced in the name of religion, is perhaps the extreme limit to

which unbelief can go. Very clearly the groat apostasy t^hlch had already started

60 years ago, has been developing ever since.

But t rue Chr is t ians need not doubt nor fear. The gates of hel l shal l not

prevail against the Church of our Lort Jesus. Nevertheless the conflict between

faith and unbelief becomes hotter as the days come and go, and it is well for us

to recognize the present apostasy ae a probable indication of the approach of

the "ccond ComiM of Christ, The day of Christ shall not come except there comea falling ai«y first, thai Is, unless Ihere is a great apostasy. Certainly the

L o r d ' s r e t u r n i s n e a r e r t h a n i t e v e r w a s b e f o r e . F o s h a l l d o w e l l t o r e m

ember the urgent advice of our Lord and Favlour, Therefore be ye also ready, for

in such an hour as ye think not, the San of Man cometh.



The Church of our Lord Jesus Christ has fallen uoon perilous times. Too many
church nietibers are Christians in name only, but not in heart, the Church is weak
in its most Important voî  of xrfnning souls to believe on the lord Jesus Christ and
be saved. Instead of working diligently at the Lord's business, they love the world
and the things of the TWld, and their religion takes aeccnd or third place in their
lives. In I John we are told, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him,"

I sm not by disposition a fighter. T hate war, I do not like orize fights or
football games. Hiey are too rough. Therefore I have shrunk away from Bible texts
that stress the thought of conflict. Having descended from generations of Pennsyl
vania Dutch Kennonltes, and partly under Quaker Influence, I have leaned tward
the side of the pacifists. I used to think I couldn't fi t̂. But aboard ship going
to Africa for the first time T had a surprising dream. It was a small freight ship.
The passenger cabins had low ceilings which were nothing but the iron floor of the
deck above. Hignon slept in the lower berth and I had the unper. The Iron deck was
too close to my bunk. One night I dreamed that some man had insulted ray beloved
wife. Suddenly I gave him a powerful punch right in the Jaw, and found that his
jaw was the iron deck and I had nearly broken my knuckles. So I learned that there
must be some fight in my personality after all,

t i m eDuring the past year, the most painful/of my life, I have not been nreaching.
But I have suffered in observing what headway the great apostasy is making among
churches, throughout the land. It hurt me to know of the apostasy in other denom
inations of the lord's people. But it came home to me with even greater forcê hen
I realized that the aoostasy is growing in unexnected ways In our own Southern Pres
byterian Church. As a result cerUln verses of the New Testament have been speaking
to my heart and calling me a coward.

Listen to these three examples. Verse 3 of the brief epistle of Jude says;
"Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it
was needful for me to write to you, and exhort you that ve should earnestly con
tend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. To earnestly contend
was Just the thing I did not wish to do. But the verse made me feel like a cowaid.
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Second cair.e IJie advice of Paul to Timothy: (I Tim. 6.12) "Fight the good

fi^ht of faito, lay hold on eteinal life," If you read the context you will note
that this was not to fight in a spirit of anger or hatred, for Paul sajrs to follow

faith, love, patience, ifieekness. Bat fighting in a spirit of love and meekness is

probably harder than to fight in a spirit of hatred. But one way or another, T do
n o t l i k e c w i t e n t i o n .

Third example is what Paul says of hijnself as he nears the «id of the road:

"I have fought a good fight, T have finished my course, I have kept the f^ITH."
v;hen Paul said these words he was not referring to child's play. He meant that he

had really fought. He was doing what Jude i*ecainmended. He was earnestly contending
for the faith. Notice what he wrote to the Galatlans: (Gal. 1,6-9) I marvel that

ye are so soon removed from him that called you Into the grace of Christ unto an

other gospel; which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ, But though we, or an angel fiwi heaven, preach any-
other gospel unto you than that which ve have preached unto you, let hlir. be

accursed. As V9 said before, so say I now again. If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed," To the Corinth

ians Paul wrote: So fight I. not as cwie titat beateth the air. Paul was Intensely
in earnest about fighting the good fight of faith.

To avoid the charge of cowardice from my own conscience I have been compelled
to make a serious decision. Because of the great apostasy tdilch has become a threat

to the future of our Church I must fight the good fight of faith, I must cwitend

eamestly for the faith which was once delivered to the saints. And that is the

reason for this semon this morning. Some of ytsu may know that I was received as

a licentiate for the ministry by the Presbytery of Transylvania in 1913, and that

I was ordained as a minister of the Presbyterian Church by the Presbytery of Louis

ville fifty years ago last May, 'Ijen I cane to the Southern Presbyterian Qraireh I

had carefully studied the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, and

found in them the s ta tement o f the fa i th o f our fa thets , the fa i th once de l ivered

unto the saints, Di the Book of C3iurch Order I found the system of government

^ich I believe to be in accord with the '.'opd of God, At my ordination I made cert-



a i n v o v s * O n e o f t h e n w a s t h i s : I o r o n l s e d t o b e z e a l o a s a n d f a i t h f u l I n m a i n t a i n * .

t h B t r u t h s o f t h e Q o s n e l a n d t h e a > r l t y a n d p e a c e o f t h e C h u r c h , w h a t w e r p e r -

yecution or oppoaiticn may arise unto rae on that account.
I cane ton the Sou thern Presby te r ian Church because i t know as a conserv -

a t i ve Church . I was then a theo log ica l conserva t i ve . A f te r no re than fi f t y years I

a n s t i l l a t h e o l o g i c a l c a i s e r v a t l v e . A n d I b e l i e v e t h a t a l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f o u r

Church members also are sti l l conse^^vative. But with the developm«it of the Great

Apostasy during these years sane of our ministers, and some members, have become

w h a t a r e k n o w n a s l i b e r a l s . i r t / /

The Presby ter ian ' ^ rvey, our o ffic ia l Church magaz ine , fo r June,has a two

co lumn ed i t o r i a l wh i ch beg ins l i ke t h i s : " I f you l i ke l abe l s , you can ca l l t he

106th General Assanbly ''liberal" — and peihaps the most liberal in the history of

the Presbyterian Church tT.S," Another quote: "Only one vote oi a major issue

broke the pattern of l iberal dcnination.,, . ." Again quote: "But on the heels of

that vote came a rather surprising reversal of Assembly sentiment: an oveindielraing

vote to begin participating in the Consultation on Church Union with the UPUSA,

Episcopal ians, Method is ts , and o ther denominat ions. "

Until this decision by our Assembly we trere not cossnitted to enter the OOCU,

We merely appointed observers to attend meetings and report back tor.our Assembly.

But the best I can understand it, the present action commits our Church to enter

that uni(»i about like an engagement ring ties a boy and girl together as candidates

for rnarrlage, We are not yet married, but If we withdraw from the engagemoit some

wOuld hold us rospOTsible for breach of promise.

The Survey editorial already cited said in regatd to a number of decisions of

this Assembly, "We took a great leap forward in this Assembly," said a young com-

nissloner Texas,......, "But it finally had to be this way because we younger

men have been waiting a long time — and at this Assembly we were organized and

prepared and we had good leadershlo."

The CX>CD oarticlpation nroposal xras unexr̂ ected by many of the cCBBnissloners,
They were not ready for it. I feel as if we have been caught in a snare. I hope

that Ood In His lavs and lAsdon xrfll lead our Church to wlthdT^» .



Again I quote frcri the 5?urvey-editorial, "After the 106-th (General Assembly)

came to an end, ani agency staff member eo!Tanented that he had never seen so much

activity by non-coiTHnissloners, helping to plan strategy "like a political convention*

The theory of our church courts from General Assembly doiai to the local Church

Session used to be that we prayed for and earnestly sou^t the guidance of the Holy

Spirit in making decisi<»i3 for the Church, I fear that the Holy Spirit cannot be

held responsible for some of the decisions made in our Assembly this year,

I have here tw smal l books \d i lch were sent to min is ters T j i th a c i rcu lar le t ter

addressed to THE MINISTERS, SSSSIOHS A!?D M f̂BERS OF THE PRSSBTTERIAN CHURCH, U.S.

These books may be ordered for 25^ each. The Assembly's Ad-Intortm Committee says,-

Ve urge you to study both these books, discuss with your fellow members and by your

commaits help us to dischai^e the duties the General Assembly has laid upon us.

It TTOuld be impossible for a person of my age to serve as an authority on the

contoits of these books. But I felt it my duty to mention this matter of Church

Union as in ray opinion having some relation to the Great Apostasy,

How could Church Union have any relation to falling away firem Christ? Tou

cannot take all the creeds of all these diurches, all their beliefs and unbeliefs,

and throxr ihem into a melting pot and after stirring well pour out of the pot a

creed that would satisfy the consciences of millions of members, ?^ome would want

the Holy Spirit left out, seme would reject the Virgin Birth of Christ, some would

deny the miracles etc. etc. The union would result In divisions ^rf.thout end.

How can two wallc together imless they be agreedl Many of the foundations of our

faith TTOUld have to be comprcmised. But after we have been swallOT-red up and lost

our Bresbytertan heritage, what could we do about It' Gcme irould preach salvation

by grace, others wotild insist on salvation by good wrics. There would be perpetual

arguments Tdiich could never bring the world to salvation. X believe if the Lord

Jesus were x^rith us today He would say: That rdiich thou already hast, hold fast until

I c o m e .

There is great danger that v^lle the T^ord's people are engaged in efforts

to get all Christians to believe the sane thing, the Lord Jesus may retuin, and

many would not bo ready.



Our ttee has ̂ one, and I nust close* t«t me Sttranarize what I have tried to sayi
1. Jesus Christ is copilng again* It Is a sure thing.

2. His cowing will be prededed by a groat falling away, a great apostasy,
3. We are now in the midst of a great faUing away from Christ.
K Bme signs of such apostasy are these:

a) All sorts of worldliness have been welcomed into Christian hearts and
homes through newspapers, books, magazines, movies, radio, televisiOT,
and social life of forms that the Lord Jesus would surel7,r caidewn, as
He condemned the adulteress Jezebel who was -seducing the Church at Thy-
a t l r a .

b) There Is a fearless and determined war against the Bible as the "'ord of God
c) Some supposedly Christian teachers have thror-m overboard all of the ten

commandments,

d) Colleges that were built with Church money have been overcome by demands
for academic freodow, so some of thaw contain atheists \dio tear down
both the faith and the morality of their studOTts.

e) lilven our own Church magazine is so liberal as to ask patient treatment
for the theoiy that Ood is dead, and to give a oat-on-the-back to a
great university of another denomination for harboring those who pro
pagate that fr ightful theory.

This nay well be the last sermcm I will ever preach 4n this pulpit, or any
where else, for that matter, A of 77 lives on borrowed tine, I hope you
will reraeraber that the Lord Jesus is coning again. And the Judgment Day is surely
o<*3lng. Are you ready to meet your tori?

I beg you every me to remember the words of the tord Jesus: Therefore be
ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man oometh!



m ( m u T A p o s u n r

lisr 4* BiMiMr

Oneii 1^ ft iteft ft grftttp ftf im at ft Cbftrtli mrt ftppra<^ % a
'Wet ftigmMt naa idia aakftd th«B m» hf «»•» Do ymk Mim that ^mus Ghilat is

oMlag bask Udacr? His first ons oasvsrsd, "I thiidc ast*" Ths sMsnd aaa itss ths

•ftftf aaftwsr* **I think n«t*" Uksvlss ths third and ths fsnvth «ad smy sos vntU

ths last ansiisvwl idth ths sans vsrds, *1 think nst** Ihsii ths cmsstlsnsr Issksd
at th«D ssleaaiy and said. "Think It evsr« Ths tsrd Jssos said, *Xn satii ^ hoar

a s y s t h i n k n s t t h s S o n s f H a n s n a s t t . "

., 2s. 49ttiuk. <Wtog f da%Y 40fXLB and ths. Vsv ^tai||mt vritsrs.. ...that
hs j£ osttiat aMin* And JTssns vtinsd as is bs rsa^f ^ His coning* Rs saldtf Tbsrs.
fsvs bs jrs alss mdft far in sash an honr as rs think nst ths 8sn sf Man esnsth.

/If fm urn t# bs aaksd todar« Oa yon think Jss«s in Ming again Skf tins

assnT, wstOd ^ ttisifsr, 1 think dstt KuIUtadss vsvOd glvs that anensr todar*
Snes psopls db not bslisfs Ba WM Rs will gwSE^ osns. That is an awfni nlstaks*

^ssoa CbrUt esning again* Hs said Rs wstfld* Rls ssalng Is ths Blssssd

Rsps^f His pss|fls* Misn ws stsnd by ths grawss sf snr Isvsd onss «s oan rsjslss.
tliMi dssns osMs acain thsy viU bs xwissd frna ths dsad, and thsy and ws shall

gs with Hln ts His Bans fsrsrsr*

ths Ghmh In^tbseaaiinioa had a prsblan* It sssna that thsvs ware ri^ and
gsnsrsiis Chrlatlans in th|t Qmr^. Thsy gavs libsrally ts ths Chnrdi. and ths
ChwA gars llbsrallT to fhs pssr* Ait thsrs wars laay psopls «hs would dot vortc.

ydhior wans walttog fbr ths Ssesnd sawing of Christ* or thai at Isast is tdut thsy
said* So Paul in his saesnd Isttsr to Thsssalsnloa spoks sharply about this* "For
swan idMn wo wars lAth. you, thU ws oannndsd you, that if any would not work,

noî î  ohanl̂  hs sat." For ws hoar that thsrs ars ostts ikich walk anong you dî
srdô * working not at all, but ars ̂ buaybodloo* Raw than that aro auoh wo eaonand
and oxhsrt by oor lord doons Christ, that with qulolnoss thsy wagk, and sat thslr
own brsad, U thsoo, 3,i0*.12

3h r Thsso, t*10 Paul had wrlttsta than about waiting for (lod»8 Son fran hsavsn
iduM Ms ralood liro Sis dsad, oran Jsaus, idiioh dslir^rdd ua fran ths vra^ to eons
Alt Paul did not noan for then to sit and wait, but to work and wpit for tho caning
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m II Thsss. 2,3 nml tolls thsst about a falling avay, an apostasy, iMoh

veuld oeno beforo tho day of Christ, That day shall not oono, ho says, exoopt

thors cowe a falling away first, and that man of sin be roroalod, tho son of

po rd l t l on .

If ve keep our iiyes- and ears open wo will obsorro that In this year of our

Lovd 19^ wo aro rlg^t in the aidot of a fearful felling away from Christ, Many

Christ ians aro not aware of tho fact that tho Nov Tostanont has long predicted

such a falling away. About 60 years ago believing <^u*lstians were distuxbod by

a dangerous troid In the Church, A certain ^Iseopal lawyer had been a worldly,

minded Church aenber, just a nominal Christian, Re was oeoverted and began, with

hie brilliant mind, to study the Bible. Then he wrote and publlehed a number of

bo^s, one of thsa bearing the title, THE ORSAT APOSTAST SET IN, That book by

Fbilip Maura fell into my hands in my teens, about 6o yeare ago. It lapressed me

so muoh that I have remembered the title and the name of the author all these years.

The book was based on our text for this morning, II These, 2,3, That day,

the day of Christ, ehall not come, except thesre cone a falling away first. This

tem, fa l l ing away, i s a t rane la t lon o f the Greek word , aoos tas la . For many years

eaxnest Christiana have been cbnoexned about a falling away In the Church, The

apostasy has been growing. The presMit GOD is DEAD theory, one of the orasiest

Ideas :ever advanoed In the name of religion, la perhaps the extreme limit to

which unbelief can go. Very dearly the great apostasy ^leh had already started

60 yeare ago, has been developing ever since.

But true Christians need not doubt nor fear. The gates of hell shall not

p reva i l aga ins t the Omroh o f our toxd Jesus , Never the less the confl ic t be twem

faith and unbelief becomes hotter as the days come and go, and it is well for us

to recognize the presmt apostasy ae a probable Ixkdioatlea of the approach of

the Second Comiu <%rlst. The day of^Christ shall not ootte exoept^^ero come
a fa l l i ng away fi rs t , U i i t i s , un less i he re^ a g rea t t pos taey, Ce r ta in l y^e

Lord 's return is nearer than i t ever was before. So we ebal l do vol l to rom--^

flnber the urgent advloe of our Lord and vSavlour, Therofore be ye alse ready, for

In such an hour as yo think not, the Son of Man eomoth.



Th» Omroh *t var Lwd Jmvs Ctolst has fallo] npea ps]̂ Ms tinea. Too Bany
charoh awbors am Christians In nana only, but not In heart. So the Church Is weak
In Its most ImportMit wrk of winning souls to bollom on the Lord Jesus Christ and
bo saved. Instead of wortctag dUtgontly at the lord's business, thsy love the world
and tils things of the void.d, and their rellglm takes seooad or third place in their
lives. In 1 John we are told, "love not the world, neither the things that are In
the world. If any nan love the world, the love of the Father Is not in hln,"

I sn not by disposition a fighter. I hate war. I do not like prlee fights or
football games. They are too rough. Therefore I have shrunk away from Bible torts
that atmss the thought of conflict. Bavlng descended froa generatlens of Pennsyl
vania nitch Henaeoltos, and partly under Quaker Influence, I have leaned toward
the side of the pacifists. I used to think I couldn't fight. But aboard ship going
to Afidca for the first time I had a surprising dream. It was a small freight ship.
The passenger cabins had low eeUlngs idiieh were nothing but the iron floor of the
deck above. Mignen slept In the lower berth and I had the upper. The iron deck was
too close to ay bunk. One night I dreamed that seas man had Insulted my belived
wife. Suddenly I gave hla a powerful punch right in the Jaw, and found that his
Jaw was the Iron deck and I had nearly broken ray knuckles. So I learned that there
nttst be sane fight In my persenallty after all.

During the past year, the m«it palnful/ef'ay life, I have not been preaching.
But I have suffered In Observing lAat headway the great apostasy is making among
churohee. throughout the land. It hurt «. to knew of the apostasy in other denoe,.
inations of the Urd's people. But it came home to me with ev<m greater forĉdien
I realieed that the apostasy la growing in unexpected ways In our own Southern Pres-
l̂ risn ChunA. Ae a result oerUln verses of tho Now Testament have boon speaking
t© my h«arjt and ealllag bw a eomixl.

Litton to these.thms examples. Verse 3 of the brief opiotlo of Jnde saysi
"Belovod, when 1 gave aU dUigonoo to write unto yon of tho coneien salvation, it
was noodfol for no to write to you. and exhort mu that y, ahanld

fT Vto ̂ jjh ô l̂  was anco dollvorad unto th. To eamoatly contend
was Juat the thing I did not wieh to do. But the verse made rae foel like a cowaid.



Socoad oam« the athrlee of Paul to Tinothri Tin. 6.12) "yjght the good

fldit of folth. lay hold on otomal lifo^' If you road the oontost you will note

that ^la vae not to fight in a spirit of anger or hatred* for Paul saya to follow

faith* love, pationee. Meekaoea, Bat fighting in a spirit of lore and noeknese is

probably harder than to fight in a spirit of hatred. Bat one way or another* I do

n o t l i k e o e n t e n t i e n .

Th i rd examp le i s wha t Pau l says o f h imse l f as he nears end o f tho road i

"I have fcfttght a good fight. I have finished my course, I have kept tho f|ira,"
5r

Vhen Paul said these words he was not referring to child* s play. He meant that he

had really foo^it* Re was doing vduit Jude reeonnonded. Ho was oarnootly contending

for the faith. Rotloo what he wrote te the Oalatianat (Oal. 1.6-9) 1 narvol that

ye are se soon removed from him that called you Into the grace of Christ unto an-
t o

other gospolt whi^ is not anothori but thoro bo tomo that trouble you, and would

pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we* or an angel from heaven* proadi any

other gospel unto you than that vhioh we have preached unto you, let him be

aeeureed. As we sald̂ before* so say I now agaln̂  If any nan prea<̂  any other
gospel unto you than that ye have reoelved* lot bin be accursed." To tho Corinth

i a n s P a u l w r o t o i ^ T i t h a t b o a t o t h t h e a i r . P a u l w a s I n t m s e l y

in earnest about fiifbting the good fi^t of faith.

To avoid the (diarge of cowardice from my own censcionce I have been eesipelled

to make a serious doclalMi* Because of the great aposUsy which has beoeae a throat

to the future cf ear Church I oust fight the good fi^t of faith, 1 must contend

earnestly for the faith which was once delivered to the saints. And that is the

reaecn for this semen this Doming. Some of you may know that I was roeoivod as

a lieontiate for tho ninistir by the Presbytery of Trunaylvanla in 1913t that

I was ordained as a ninister of tho Prosbyterian (Rmroh by the Prosbytoxy of Louis-

viUo fifty years ago last May, When I ome to tho Senthem Prosbytorian Church I
had earofully atudiod tho Confession ©f Faith and tho Oatoehlsms of this Church, and

found in than the aUteoent of the faith of our fatha^, the faith once delivered
unto the saints. 3h the Book of Church Older I found the systen cf goverment
iddch I belisfve to be In accord with toe Word of Ood. At my ordination I made cert-
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9 l n v « w i * Q n a d f i h « e v o s t h l s i I i > r « n i « * d t o h m a n d f a i t h f t t l I n — I n t a l n *

M l * f t f « » > t h f f i n v r l ^ i r ^ n f l ^ a m r o h , t > > y w

8»cat la i T oppwl t l cn may ay iaa mtc n» on tha t acco t t t i t»

1 osme tonthe Soathexn Presbyterian Church because It vas knovn as a ecpserr*

atir^ Church. I vas then a theological conservative* After nere than fifty years I
aa etll l a theological conservative. And I believe that a large majority of otir

Church meoibera also are still ocnseilvvative. But with the developm«at of the Great
Apostasy during these years aone of our ministers, and some members, have become

w h a t a r e k n o w n a s l i b e r a l s , \ n f /
The Presbyterian Surrey* our official Omroh magasine* for June,has a two

column editorial *djlch begins like thlsi "If you like labels, you can call the

106th Oroeral Assaibly "liberal" and perhaps the meet liberal in the history of
the Presbyterian Church U,S," Another quotet "Only one vote on a major issue
broke the pattern of liberal declination " Again quotet "But en the heels of
that vote came a rather eurprislng reversal of Asseo l̂y eentSnentt an ovendielning
vote to begin particlpatlAg in the Consultation on Otureh Union with the UPITSA,
Episcopalians, Methodists, and other denominations,"

Until this decision by our Assembly we were not committed to enter the COCO,
Ve merely appointed observers to attend meetings and report back temour Assembly,

%But the beet I can understand it, the present action ocBiaits our Church to enter
that union about like an engagencnt ring ties a boy and girl togeUier as candidates
for marriage. We are not yet married, but if we withdraw from the engagemmt seme
wOald hold us responsible for broach of promise.

The Survey editorial already cited said in regard to a number of deolsions of
this Assembly, "W© took a great leap fomard In this Assmably," said a ywmg oom-
mlssioner fi«a TeKas,,,,.,,, "But it finally had to be this way because we younger
men have horn waiting a long time — and at this Assembly wo were organised and
prepared and we had good leadership,"

The COCU participation proposal was unexpected by many of the conBlssiooers,
They were not ready for it, I feel as If we have been caught in a snare, I hope

that God In His love and wisdom wUl lead our Church to withdraw before It is too late.



Again X tftuiU tvm Uw Snmy .aditanal, "AfUr tlw 106«th (Qcoentl Aasanibly}
eaa« to an «d« agan^ staff nsnbor ooBaaented that bo bad nsvsr soan ao au«b

aetivltj by iioiweoBiiil88lenors« boXplng to plan styatagy ^llke a aolitieal convontlon*

Tha theory of oar ohoroh ooarts from Qenoral Assanibly dotn to the loeal Chaydti

Session used to be that we preyed for and earnestly soa^t the guidance of the Holy

Spirit in Baking deelsions for the C^mroh. I fear that the Rely Spirit eaimet be
held resx}onslble for some of the deolslons made in our Assembly this year.

I hare here two small books which were sent to ministers with a circular letter

addressed to THE HIH3STER3, SES3I0HS ASD MEMBERS OF THE PRESBTTEJOAH CHURCH, U.S.
I

Those books may be ordered for 254 oftch. The Asset^ly's Ad^Interin Cooaittes says,*

Wo urge you to study both these bo^s, discuss with your fellow members and by your

conments help us to discharge the duties the General Assembly has laid upon us.

It would be iBposslblo for a person of ay age to serre as an authority on the

contents of these books, Rxt I felt it By duty to mention this matter of Church

Union as in flur optnlcn having some ration to the Oreat Apostasy,

How OQuld Church Union have any relation to falling away from Caurist? You

cannot take all the creeds of all these churches, all their beliefs and unbeliefs,

and throw them into a aslting pot and after stlrrifig well pour out of the pot a

creed that would satisfy the eonaolences of millions of oenbers. Sons would want

^e Holy Spirit left out, seme would reject the Virgin Birth of Christ, some would

deny the miracles etc, etc. The union would result in divisions without end,
1

How estn two walk together tmless they bo agreed? Many of the foundations of our

faith would have to be compromised. But after we have been swalleved up and lost

our Presbyterian heritage, \diat could wo do about it? Some would preach salvation

by grace. Others would insist on salvation by good works. There would be peipetnal

arguments whl<m oould never bring the world to salvation. I believe if the I.oi^
. . .

Josue were with us today He would eayi That which thou already hast, hold fast until
X come.

There is great danger that %d)ile the lord's people are engaged In efforts

to get all Christians to believe the same thing, the liOVd J^ssus may return, and

many would not be ready.



Our tljne has gone, and I must olose* Let me Bunmarize what I have tried to sayi
1* Jesus Christ coming again. It is a sure thing,

2. His coning will be pre^teded by a great falling avay, a great apostasy,

3, We are now In the midst of a great falling away from Christ,

h. Some signs of such apostasy are theset

a) All sorts of vorldllness have been welcomed into Christian hearts and
homes through newspapers, bo^e, magazines, movies, radio, television,
and social life of foms that the Lord Jesus xnmld surely cmdenn, as
He cwidemned the adulteress Jezebel who was seducing tte Church at Thy-
a t i r a ,

b) There la a fearless and detoralned war against the Bible as the Word of God
c) Smne supposedly Christian teachers have thrown overboard all of the ton

commandments •

d) Colleges that were built with Church money have been overcome by demands
for academic freedom, so some of then contain atheists who tear down

both the faith and the morality of their studwits.

e) Even our own Church magazine is so liberal as to ask patient treatemt
for the theoxy that God la dead, and to give a pat*oit*the«ba(dc to a
great tmlveraltgr of another denonlnatlon for haiborlng these who pro
pagate that frightful theory.

This well be the last sermon I will ever preacdi in this pulpit, or'iuiy—
where else, for that natter, A ean of 7? lives en bomvsd tine, I hope ywi
will rsnnaber that the lord Jesus is eomlng again. And the Judgssnt Day is surely
ooaing. Are you rea^y te neet your Lozd?

I beg you every one to rsoeaber the words of the toid Jesust Therefore be
yo also rea<ly, for in audi an hour as ye think not the Son of Han ocnethi
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