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A H A Z I N G B R A C E } j i - y i e ^

■ " / e f f ( s ^
S c r i ^ ^ r e : E p h . 2 : 1 - 1 0 . C t f j f o f f f r o L i A J < - ^
Te x t : > > " B y g r a c e y o u h a v e b e e n s a v e d . " E p h . 2 : 5 b .

^ Those who enjoy good heal th of ten do not^ appreciate the pain and suffer ing of
those who are de_5perately^^ll, They may even forget how bad off they themselves were
w h e n s t r i c k e n b y s e r i o u s i l l n e s s f r o m w h i c h t h e y h a v e l o n g s i n c e r e c o v e r e d . I n

s i m i l a r f a s h i o n C h r i s t i a n s w h o a r e n o l o n g e r s e r i o u s l y a w a r e o f w h a t l i f e o u t s i d e o f

C h r i s t i s l i k e ^ c a n f o r g e t . I f a l l o f u s u n d e r s t o o d b e t t e r t h e d e s p s u c a t e p l i g h t o f

.-those who do not know^or have not accepted^the lov_s. of Christ, His fgrqi vengss. His
p e a c e , H i s n e w w a y o f l i f e . . . h o w m u c h m o r e a r d e n t w o u l d b e o u r a t t e m p t s t o w i n t h e m t o

H i m ! C o m p l a c e n c y a b o u t t h e m i l l i o n s s u f f e r i n g t h e e t e r n a l l y f ^ t a l s i c k n e s s o f t h e

s o u l w h i c h i s i n i g n o r a n c e o f t h e h e a l . i n q p o w e r o f t h e G r e a t P h y s i c ^ - a n h a s b e e n a

major cause of ind i f ference to the urgent task of wor ld evangel izat ion by many of our
c h u r c h e s a n d C h r i s t i a n s . F o r g e t t i n g w h a t l i f e a p a r t f r o m C h r i s t i s l i k e c a u s e s e v e n

g o o d C h r i s t i a n s t o t a k e a l l t h e b l e s s i n g s o f s a l v a t i o n f o r g r a n t e d . E a c h o f u s n e e d s
to be reminded of how hopeless our lives would be without our Saviour, and echo a
c o n v e r t e d p r o d i g a l w h o b e c a m e a f a m o u s p r e a c h e r a n d w h o s a w a w r e t c h e d r e p r o b a t e a n d

e x c l a i m e d : " T h e r e , b u t f o r t h e g r a c e o f G o d , g o 11 " I n E p h . 2 : 1 - 1 0 P a u l r e m i n d s u s o f

t h i s " A m a z i n g , G r a c e . " I n o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t p a s s a g e s i n t h e B i b l e w e a r e t o l d < 1 )

T h e C o n d i t i o n o f t h e u n s a v e d , < 2 ) T h e s t a t e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n n o w , a n d < 3 ) H o w t h a t

t r a n S u L t L i n r u l s m a d e .

T H E C O N D I T I O N O F T H E U N S A V E D . 1 2 : 1 - 3 ) P a u l ' s p r o n o u n s a r e i n t e r e s t i n g h e r e .

A t t i m e s t h e y a r e i n t h e s e c o n d p e r s o n , a n d a t t i m e s t h e fi r s t . S o m e t h i n k t h a t w h e n

h e u s e s h e i s t a l k i n g t o t h e G e n t i l e s , a n d w h e n h e s a y s i s r e f e r r i n g t o

t h e J e w s . I t s e e m s t o m e t h a t h e i s u s i n g t h e t e r m s i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y , a s t h o u g h b o t h

Jews and Gentiles were all "in the same boat." He says that without ChristQ^^we are
dead, (T̂  we are slaves, and ((̂ ŵe are condemned.

l a ) H E A R E D E A D . " Y o u w e r e d e a d i n y o u r t r e s p a s s e s a n d s i n 5 . " l v . l ) . A d e a d

^ person can do absolutely nothing for which his body was designed. Hp has eyes, but
c a n n o t s e e . H e h a s e a r s , b u t h e c a n n o t h e a r . H e h a s a m o u t h , b u t h e c a n n o t s p e a k .

H e h a s h a n d s , b u t h e c a n n o t u s e t h e m . H e h a s f e e t , b u t h e c a n n o t w a l k . W h y ? B e c a u s e

he is dead. Now God made us with all these oremans for a purpose. He gave us eyes to

s e e t h e g l o r i e s o f t h e w o r l d H e h a s m a d e . H e p a v e u s e a r s t o h e a r H i s v o i c e . H e g a v e

u s m o u t h s t o s i n g H i s p r a i s e s . H e g a v e u s h a n d s t o d o H i s w o r k . H e g a v e u s f e e t t o

g o w h e r e H e d i r e c t s . H e m a d e u s i n H i s o j ^ n i m a g e t o r e fl e c t H i _ s c h a r a c t e r . H e m a d e
u s p e r s o n s t o t h i n k H i s t h n u g h t e . a f t e r H i m . H e m a d e u s s o c i a b l e , b e i n g s t o h a v e



f e l l o w s h i p w i t h H i m a n d w i t h o n e a n o t h e r . H e m a d e u s t o " q j o r i f y a n d e n i o v H i m
f o r e v e r . " B u t t h e p e r s o n w h o i s d e a d _ c a n n o t f u l fi l l t h i s p u r p o s e o f G o d . W h y i *

B e c a u s e h e i s " d e a d i n t r e s p a s s e s a n d s i n s . " T r e s p a s s e s i s a w o r d m e a n i n o l i t e r a l l y a

s l i p o r a f a l l . " I t i s u s e d f o r a m a n l o s i n o t h e w a y > a n d s t r a y i n g f r o m t h e r i g h t

r o a d ; i t i s u s e d f o r a m a n f a i l i n g t o g r a s p s a n d s i i p p i n o a w a y f r o m t h e t r u t h .

(Barc lay 112) . S in i s "m iss ing the mark . " I t i s " the fa i i y r_P to be wha t we ough t to
be and _^iioul£Lbe«" < Bare lay 111). Because of trespasses and sin, P_aul says a man is
dead. HE HAS„N0 .LIF£.. ̂

. . < b ) W E A R E S L A V E S . ( v . 2 - 3 a ) . w e r e d e a d i n y o u r t r e s p a s s e s a n d ^ s i n s i n

wbich__ypu_ fprmerly, iaalke^.__accprdinq . tp_ Jthe^course of this world, according to the

P! l iBce_pf__the_ppwer of_, the a i r o f the^spi r i t that . i5_ npw work ing . in the sons of
d i s o b e d i e n c e . A ! P o p 9 _ t h e m w e t p p _ a l l f o r m e r l y l i v e d i n _ t h e l u s t s o f p u r . fl e s h ,

o f t h e fl e s h a n d o f t h e m i n d . " T h i s s l a v e r y t a k e s t h r e e f o r m s .

T h e r e i s t h e s l a v e r y o f . " T H E C O U R S E O F " ( v . P a ) T h i s i s t h e

slavery of "c^oino with, the crowd," the slavery of "doing what everybody eLse is
d o i n g . " T h i s i s t h e s l a v e r y o f h a b i t s a n d c u s t o j i i s ^ a n d p r a c t i c e ^ o f a w o r l d i n m o t i o n

in the wronc^ dijcection. Did you ever^ see an ant who has fallen into a ditch of
s w i r l i n g w a t e r c a u s e d b y a h e a v y s u m m e r d o w n ^ p o u r o f r a i n ? H e s t r u g g l e s f r a n t i c a l l y

t o f r e e h i m s e l f , b u t i s h e l p l e s s , d r a g g e d a l o n g b y t h e r a g i n g c u r r e n t . S o i s t h e

p e r s o n w h o w a l k s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c o u r s e o f t h i s w o r l d .

there is the slavery of^ V11€--gRii^.0F Tl-E POWERTHE AIR, THE
S P I R n _ J H A J ^ _ S _ N O W J ^ R K I N G J N . J H E S O N S „ q F. D I S O B E D I E N C E P b ) P a u l n e v e r d o u b t e d t h e
e x i s t e n c e o f S a t a n , t h e w i c k e d o v e r l o r d . p r o m o t i n g h a t e a n d v i . o l e n c e a n d g r e e d a n d

lus t . The Apos t le p ic tu res h im as cons tan t l y a t work to subver t , to p ressure , and to

forre_jnen into evi l w^ys, perpetual j jy^ eoslavinq them to h is wi l l .

(iii) And then there is the slaveiy, to .aur own '^LOSy^" and indulgence in the
" D E S I R E S O F J T H E F L ^ S H A N p _ Q F T H E _ f y N D . " ( v. 3 a ) W e a r e e n s l a v e d t i y a l l t h e e n v y,

h a t r e d , s e l fi s h n e s s , fi  L t h i n e s s , a n d d i s o b e d i e n t t h o u g h t s t h a t fi l l o u r m i n d s . S o

there are three forms of s lavery; Slavery to what the wpjr 1d is doing; s lavery to the

d e v i 1 ; a n d s l a v e r y t o o u r o w n w i c k e d n a t u r e s . . . a l l t h o s e i m p u l s e s a n d d e s i r e s a n d e v i l

t h o u g h t s t h a t k e e p u s f r o m o b e v i n o G o d . W i t h o u t C h r i s t , m e n a r e fi r s t o f a l l

d e a d . . . t h e y h a v e L I F E , s e c o n d l y t h e y a r e s l a v e s . . . t h e y h a v e N O R E A L F R E E D O M .

(c) WE ARE CONDEMNED. ̂^̂ere, says Paul, "hY_nature_children_of wrath, even as
t t ^ j r e s t . " ( v , 3 b ) I n t h i s v e r s e P a u l s w i t c h e s h i s p r o n o u n s f r o m P n d t o I s t , a s h e



rea l i zes tha t noTon ly h is readers> be they Jews or Gent i lgs» bu t he h imse l f and h is

f e l l o w C h r i s t i a n s , w e r e f o r m e r l y u n d e r t h e w r a t h n f G o d . . . b o r n i n s i n , b y n a t u r e

s i n f u l a n d d e s e r v i n g t h e w r a t h o f G o d a n d t h e r e f o r e c o n d e m n e d . M a n y y e a r s a q o w h e n I

w a s a s e m i n a r y s t u d e n t I t a u g h t S u n d a y S c h o o l a f e w t i m e s i n t h e P e n i t e n t i a r y i n

R i c h m o n d , V a . O n c e I w a s t a k e n t o " d e a t h r o w " . . . t h e p l a c e w h e r e c r i m i n a l s w h o w e r e

c o n d e m n e d t o d e a t h w e r e k e p t . I t w a s a t e r r i b l e p l a c e . . . t i g h t l y b a r r e d , s e c u r e l y

l o c k e d , w i t h p r i s o n e r s c h a i n e d . W h a t c a n o n e s a y t o p e o p l e l i k e t h a t ? N o g r e e t i n g

seems appropriate^ and no kind of conversation relevant-. These men had broken the
l a w , b e e n j u d g e d b y t h e c o u r t s ? a n d c o n d e m n e d t o d i e . A n d y e t t h a t i s w h e r e e a c h o f

u s s t a n d s i n t h e s i g h t o f G o d b u t f o r H i s g r a c e b e c a u s e w e h a v e b r o k e n H i s l a w s . W e

a r e c o n d e m n e d , t h e r e i s N p _ H O P E . W h a t a d r e a d f u l s t a t e f o r b i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e t o b e

i n } D e a d . . . N p _ L I F E . S l a v e s . . . N ^ F R E E D O M . C o n d e m n e d . . . N O H O P E I

THE STATE OF jm BELiS^ {v. A-6, 10) Thank goodness Paul did not stop
w i t h t h e e n d o f v e r s e 3 ! T h e n e x t v e r s e s a r e a m o n g t h e m o s t w o n d e r f u l i n t h e w h o l e

B i b l e . H e r e i s t h e m o s t _ e x c i _ t i n g c o n j u n c t i o n i n t h e w o r I d . . . " B U T G O D . . . " " B u t G o d ,

b e i n g r i c h i n m e r c y , b e c a u s e o f H i s g r e a t l o v e w i t h w h i c h H e l o v e d u s . " R i c h i n

mercy, great in love.. .AMAZING GRACE 1 Without Christ , Paul has said men are dpad,

w e r e d e a d i n o u r t r a n s g r e s s i o n s , m a d e j j s a l i v e • ^ g e t h e r _ w i t h _ C h r i s t . " I t h i n k P a u l

s a w t h e c o n v e r s i o n o f s i n n e r s a s p a r a l l e l t o t h e d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n o f C h r i s t . H e

w a s d e a d . . . b e c a u s e o f o u r s i n . . . a n d b y t h e p o w e r o f G o d r a i s e d f r o m d e a t h . B y t h e

s a m e o o w e r , G o d ' s g r a c e r a i s e d u s f r o m t h e c o n d i t i o n o f d e a d n e s s i n s i n . W i t h C h r i s t

c r u c i fi e d a n d b u r i e d o u r s i n s a r e b u r i e d ^ a n d w i t h C h r i s t r e s u r r e c t e d a n d a s c e n d e d w e

a r e m a d e - = 1 ^ / 0 f n g c t h p r w i t h H i m . I h a d a l o n g - t i m e f r i e n d n a m e d K i m Wa l - s u k w h o u s e d

t o d r o p b y t o s e e m e e v e n w h e n h e w a s i n h i s e i g h t i e s . A b o u t P 5 y e a r s a g o I h e a r d

t h a t h e w a s d e s p e r a t e l y i l l a n d c a l l e d o n h i m . H e l a y o n h i s p a l l e t o n t h e fl o o r ,

a c c o r d i n g t o K o r e a n c u s t o m . . . e y e s c l o s e d , n o t s p e a k i n g , n o t h e a r i n g , a n d s o f a r a s I

c o u l d s e e n o t e v e n b r e a t h i n g . . . b u t I w a s t d l d h e w a j s t i l l a l i v e . I p r a y e d w i t h t h e

f a m i l y a n d l e f t , s u r e t h a t s o n n t h e r e w o u l d b e w o r d o f h i s d e a t h . B u t I h a d t o w a i t
f o r t h a t u n t i l t h e w i n t e r o f 1 9 8 6 w h e n t h e L o r d c a l l e d h i m h o m e . A f e w w e e k s a f t e r

t h a t v i s i t I l e a r n e d t h a t t h i s a p p a r e n t l y d e a d m a n w a s a l i v e . . . b a c k a t w o r k i n h i s

r i c e p a d d i e s , a c t i v e a s a n e l d e r i n h i s c h u r c h a n d i n t h e P r e s b y t e r y . S u c h i s t h e

d i f f e r e n c e w h e n a m a n i s m a d e a l i v e t o g e t h e r w i t h C h r i s t . N o w h e c a n d o w h a t G o d m a d e

H i m t o d o . . . s e e t h e w o n d e r s o f H i s h a n d i w o r k , h e a r H i s c o m n ^ a n d s , s p e a k t o o t h e r s o f

G o d ' s l o v e a n d p o w e r , w o r k j f o r G o d , g l o r i f y G o d b y s h o w i n g o t h e r s w h a t G o d i s l i e . N o

l o n g e r d e a d . . . b u t A L I V E !

e n s l a v e d , c o n d e m n e d . . . b u t w I N C H R I S T a l l i s t h e e x a c t o p p o s i t e !

< a ) W E A R E H A I ^ A L I V E T O S E T H B ^ U I J H " B u t . , G o d . . . e v e n w h e n w e

■/N



A

;<b) mPE MEMBERS OF. 6DB'S.HmJSEHOLlj. (v. A) Instead of beinq slaves
t o t h e w o r l d s t o S a t a n » t o o u r f l e s h l y l u s t s ^ n o w w e " a r e r a i s e d u p w i t h H i m a n d

s e a t e d w i t h H i m i n t h e h e a v e n l y p l a c e s i n C h r i s t J e s u s » " D i d y o u k n o w t h a t w e w h o a r e

C h r i s t i a n s a r e l i v i n g " i n t h e h e a v e n l y p l a c e s ? " E p h . 1 ; 3 t e l l s u s t h a t w e a r e b l e s s e d

w i t h e v e r y " s p i r i t u a l b l e s s i n g " i n " t h e h e a y e n l y ^ p l a c e s . " N o l o n g e r s l a v e s o f t h e
W u

d e v i l b u t n o w s o n s a n d d a u g h t e r s o f o u r H e a v e n l y F a t h e r a n d l i v i n g a s c h i I d r e n i n ; t t t ; e
' householdl©^—our Hoovonly Fathprl Many years ago when we flew from Korea to America*

t h e t e m p e r a t u r e i n S e o u l a n d i t s a i r p o r t w a s u n b e a r a b l y h o t a n d h u m i d a s w e l e f t i n

m i d s u m m e r . T h e r e s e e m e d n o e s c a p e . N o t a b r e a t h o f a i r w a s s t i r r i n g . B u t a s t h e

p l a n e s l i p p e d f a r u p i n t o t h e c l o u d s , t h e p i l o t s p o k e o n t h e PA s y s t e m : " L o o k o u t t h e
• windows at an unusual sightl..5now was falling as heavily as on a December day. Below
■in Seoul it was a hot, breathless .Tuly day. Now we sat in cool comfortable sea^j
g u i e t _ a n d s e r e n e , w a t c h i n g a b e a u t i f u l s n o w f a l 1 . . . w e f e l t a s t h o u g h w e w e r e t r u l y " i n

" W h e n G o d b y H i s g r a c e m a k e s u s n e w c r e a t u r e s i n C h r i s t w e a r e

n o t o g l y a l i v e w i t h C h r i s t , b u t w e d w e l 1 w i t h H i m , i n G o d ' s h o u s e a s H i s s o n s a n d

d a u g h t e r s . . . o r , a s P a u l e x p r e s s e d i t i n d i f f e r e n t t e r m s i n ^ h " Y P P a r e n o

l o n g e r , s t r a n g e r s . _ a n d . ^ i e n s , b M t - y P M - S r e f e l l p w ^ c i t i z e j n s w i t h t h e s a i n t s , a n d a r e o f

G o d ' s h o u s e h o l d . " W e r a n c l a i m c i t i z e n s h i j D i n G o d ' s c o u n t r y , f a m i l y r i g t i t s i n H i s

• h o u s e h o l d . T h a t ' s i ^ s t ^ w p l i k e t o s i n g t h e w o r d s o f t h a t o l d G o s p e l h y m n . . .

I I 'm l iv ing on the mountain, underneath a c loudless sky,' I 'm d r ink ing a t the foun ta in tha t never sha l l run d ry,
0 . y e s ! I ' m f e a s t i n g o n t h e m a n n a f r o m a b o u n t i f u l s u p p l y
For I am dwelling in B_EULi^_H _LAND. "

D o y o u k n o w w h a t " B e u l a h L a n d " m e a n s ? " B e u l a h " i s t h e H e b r e w w o r d f o r " m a r r i e d " a n d

i s f o u n d i n I s . 6 g : A w h e r e G o d s p e a k s t o H i s c h o s e n n a t i o n , t h e I s r a e l i t e s , a s t h o u g h

s h e w a s H i s b r i d e : " B u t v o u w i l l b e c a l l e d , H e j j z i b a h < m e a n i n g m y j l e l i g h , t _ i s i n H e r "

A n d y o u r . l a n d _ 8 ^ b u 1 ^ . ( m e a n i n g m a r r i ^ e d ) F ^ r t h e , L o r d j J e l i g h t s i n y o u _ a n d t o H i m y o u r

l a n d ^ w H l _ b ^ j n a c r i p d - " G o d ' s p e o p l e d w e l l i n t h e l a n d m a r r i e d t o H i m a s a b r i d e i s t o
h e r h u s b a n d . H e r e i s t h e s a m e p i c t u r e t h a t P a u l p i c t u r e s o f t h e c h u r c h , t h e p e o p l e o f

G o d , m a r r i e d . a s t h e b r i d e o f C h r i s t t o H i m . I n C h r i s t w e a r e n o l o n g e r s l a v e s , b u t

dwell in Beulah I and.. . "marrie^. . .an intimate part of God's household.

f c ) E R E f t T H ) ^ F O R ^ - > B Q S & W O R K S . t v. 1 0 ) F o r m e r l y w e w e r e o n d e a t h

r o w . . . u n d e r t h e w r a t h o f G o d a n d c o n d e m n e d . . . b u t n o w w e a r e c r e a t e d f o r g o o d w o r k s .

" f o r w e a r e H i s w o r k m a n s h i p , c r e a t e d i n C h r i s t , . J e s u s f o r g o o d w o r k s , w h i c h G o d

p r e p a r e d _ b e f p r _ e h a n d , t h a t w e s h o u l d w a l k i n t h e m . " H e r e P a u l t e l l s u s t h a t G o d h a d a n
o r i g i n a l p u r p o s e f o r u s , s o m e t h i n g f o r w h i c h H e m a d e A d a m a n d E v e i n t h e v e r y

b e g i n n i n g , b u t a p u r p o s e w h i c h h a s b e e n t h w a r t e d b v s i j p u n t i l G o d i n C h r i s t h a d t o
m a k e u s a l l o v e r a g a i n . . . w e a r e H i s w o r k m a n s h i p j u s t a s a s k i l l e d c a r p e n t e r l a k e s a

r o u g h p i e c e o f l u m b e r a n d c r e a t e s a b e a u t i f u 1 c a b i n e t . L a s t y e a r ( 1 9 8 7 ) w e m a d e a
f r i e n d o f a n e l d e r l y g e n t l e m a n i n a c h u r c h i n R u t h e r f o r d C o u n t y . V i c t o r L o g a n w a s a



r e t i r e d s c h o o l p r i n c i p a l a n d a s a h o b b y m a d e v i . o 1 i n s . H e s h o w e d u s o n e o f t h e 1 3 h e

had made and on which he could make beaut i fu l music. He had taken pieces of wood

others might burn in the fireplace? and fashioned an instrument tn bring pleasure and

enjoyment to al l who heard. Just so God has created us to make "beaut i fu l music" for
H i m . F o r m e r l y w e w e r e c o n d e m n e d t o d i e ? b u t n o w w e a r e a b l e t o w a l k i n t h e w a y o f

good works which is God's intention for ^1 of us, _Lf people who call themselves
Christians show fiô 'fT û i t̂  . . no wDrk̂ ..̂ iô  evidenp̂  of living for Chr ist.. . they

V i z c : : —
a r e s t i l l d e a d ? t h e y a r e s t i l i ^ s & s « , t h e y a r e s t i l l u n d e r c o n d e m n a t i o n . I h o p e n o n e

o f u s h e r e t o d a y a r e s t i l l d p a d . r n n r i p m n i a r i i I n C h r i s t ? l i v e s

s h o u l d b e n e ^ ? v i b r a n t ? a c t i v e ? a n d f r u i t f u l a s b e c o m e s t h o s e w h o a r e f u l fi l l i n g G o d ' s

purpose. . .H is_workmansh ip . Pau l ' s words show us tha t as new crea tures in Chr is t we
a r e n o t d e a d b u t a l i v e ? n o t s l a v e s b u t m e m b e r s o f G o d ' s h o u s e h o l d ? n o t c o n d e m n e d b u t

p e r f o r m i n g g o o d w o r k s a s a r e s u l t o f H i s w o r k m a n s h i p t o H i s g l o r y.

|1 IT. HOW TRANSITION IS MADE. <vs. 7-9) These verses are at the very hear tof our Christian fai th. . .especial lŷ r̂sê B̂̂  "pOE tjy„.Q''3ce you have been saved
through faith? and that not of yourselves? it_i5 the_gift of God." In verŝ ^̂  Paul
also says "By _grace._Ypu_ have been _sayejj. " We are saved by God's grace? the greatest

wj i rd in the B ib le . . .a term we of ten use and perhaps fa i l to s top and cons ider as we
s h o u l d . W h a t i s G o d ' s g r a c e ? 1 w i s h t h e W e s t m i n s t e r d i v i n e s h a d i n c l u d e d t h a t

q u e s t i o n a n d t h e p r o p e r a n s w e r w h e n t h e y c o m p o s e d t h e W e s t m i r s f e r S h o r t e r C a t e c h i s m .

O n e t h e o l o g i a n d e fi n e s i t a s :

i a ) " A n a t t r i b u t e o f G o d . . . H i s f r e e ? , s o v e r e i g n ? u n d e s e r v e d f a v o r o r l o v e t o

m a n i n h i s s t a t e o f s i n a n d g u i l t ? w h i c h m a n i f e s t s i t s e l f i n t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n

a n d d e l i v e r a n c e f r o m i t . " [go^thinq t^d . .^^^^^^er^^^^res^r inq the prodiqaTTr
t f g ) f ' y r h e L - o t ^ i e c t - i v e p r o v i s i o a . w h i c h G o d m i t i e i n C h r i s t f o r t h e s a l v a t i o n o f

m a n . " ( S o m e t h i n g G o d d o e s . . . s e n d i n g H i s S o n t o d i e f o r o u r s i n s ) .

\ iz ) "The' favor of BodTas i t Ts manirested in the appl icat ion of the work of

r e d e m p t i o n b y t h e ^ i ^ o l v S p i r i t . " ( B e r k h o f ^ P 7 ) ( S o m e t h i n g G o d g i v e s . . . t h e H o l y S p i r i t ) .

Grace is the f ree? uncond i t iona l , unearned undeserved g i f t o f God in qrant ino us H is

l o v e ? H i s p a r d o n ? H i s w a y o f s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h J e s u s C h r i s t ? H i s _ n n i > t e r o f t h e H o l y

S p i r i t t o l i v e w i t h a n d f o r H i m . T h e s p e a k e r a t a c o n f e r e n c e I o n c e a t t e n d e d ? b u i l t

h i s m e s s a g e s a r o u n d a l i t t l e c h o r u s w h i c h r e p e a t e d t h e w o r d s : " T h e G o s p e l i n a w o r d i s

l o v e . " I d i s a g r e e d . D f c o u r s e ? t h e G o s p e l t e l l s u s o f a i l t h e g r e a t l o v e o f G o d i n

g i v i n g H i s S o n f o r u s . . . b u t t h e r e i s m o r e t o t h e G o s p e l t h a n j u s t l o v e . A b e t t e r
c h o r u s w o u l d b e : " T h e G o s p e l i n a w o r d i s G R A C E ! "

sinners. . .dead? slaves? condemned. Grace declares that^^^ Christ ^our sins, arc lol.rrr^ t a i l * J r ^ ^
gwny. Grace says that^ .t-n xDhr iE;t, the slate is wiped clean and we are new creatures? .
r e s t o r e d t o G o d ' s h o u s e h o l d .
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We receive this grace through faith. Faith is the unconrii ti >7"^"* i^'f-pptanro of

t b g J O r f l c e , ^ f G o ^ F a i t h i s a l s o a g i f t o f G o d » s o t h a t i t t o o i s a p a r t o f P o d ' s
' grace in granting it to us. Grace is like a great reservoir and water-main supplying

all that God wants to give us...faith is simply ooenino the valve to let that grace
low into our lives. Just as medicine prescribed by the best of doctors does no good

u n l e s s w e t a k e i t , s o t h e g r a c e o f G o d m u s t b e r e c e i v e d . . . a n a c t o f f a i t h .

, We cannot pay for God's grace? we cannot earn it with good works?^ it is in
i t se l f a g i f t o f God . The re i s? t he re fo re? no g rounds^ f o r us t o boas t shou t i t ? as
the Apostle points out in verse 9...everything has been done by God and nothing by our

-̂wn efforts . God's grace works in manŷ d̂iff̂ t̂ v̂ys.̂tometlm̂ŝ^ is the dramatic
tirnoin̂  experienced by the Apostle Paul ;̂ ^̂ %ometrme5̂  is the desperation of a life
which is wander i ng ? wasted ? and empty. /5?pot^time5J.-t is the guiet persuasion of
gradual exp_gajre to the teaching of God's Word̂ ^̂ ŜomeTimê it is the wrenching of some
great trouble or crisis in 1 ifê ^̂ êtimes jIt is the example or witness of an admired
and trusted Christian friend. And̂ r̂ometimgv̂ it is none of these but a life protected
f r o m b i r t h t o d e a t h b y t h e g r a c e o f G o d f r o m w h a t t h a t l i f e c o u l d h a v e b e e n

otherwise...yet all are the grarp nf Gnrt_ anH all are received by the faith which He
g r a n t s .

COyCLUS|_ON; And why has God done all this? What sati^f^tion or reward does He
claim for Himself? ̂ CerseĴ ives us at least part of the answer: "That, in ages to
come .He_ might_show.the surpassing riches of His qrace in kindness toward us in Christ

Jesus . . " In th is way God rece ives the u l t imate in g lo ry. . . fo r a l l the un iverse fo r a l 1
time to know and understand His true nature whirh is so abundantly evident in what He
has done for us in Christ Jesus. This is why the vast multitudes of heaven will sing
throughout all eternity: "Hal lelu.iah I SalYat^gn_ and_glpry and power belong to _our
G o d . " ( R e v . 1 9 : 1 )



M i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l

S c r i p t u r e : E p h . 5 : 7 - 1 3 T e x t : E p h . 3 : 7 - 8
Ttfjif (c\«l *• wtw

W h a t i s a - C k ? I n A m e r i c a w e h a v e s e \ e r a l n a m e s , b u t o f t e n h e i s c a l l e d " a

minister of the Gospel" ^ "Si • I like this term. It is Scrip
tural-i") 2-1 minister of the Gospel bbeys his Master.®He has humility.
H e h a s a d e fi n e d r e a l m o f a c t i v i t y . 3 ( - f v f - ^

P a u l u s e d o t h e r w o r d s t o d e s c r i b e h i m s e l f . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f h i s l e t t e r s h e

o f t e n c a l l e d h i m s e l f a " s l a v e o f J e s u s C h r i s t " ^ 1 £ a n d
/ t - 3 , ' ^

sometimes an "apostle of Jesus Christ" In Hph, 3:1 he called himself "a pjlij^er
of Chr is t Jesus," and in 6 :20 "an a j r^assa^r in chains

Bu t he re he ca l l s h imse l f a "m in i s te r o f t he Gospe l " . . . ou r t heme fo r t oday. ?«« ( Tex f ;

I . A m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l i s i n o b e d i e n c e t o a Va s t e r , ^ - S -1 T ' f c - w - r u . ^

. T h e a b s o l u t e s o v e r e i g n t y o f G o d

a foundation doctrine i2 2| of Calvin's teaching, 530 years ago when Christian
l e a d e r s o f E n g l a n d 8 S c o t l a n d g a t h e r e d a t We s t m i n s t e r A s s e m b l y i n L o n d o n

to write the Westminster Standards-?*'!—^ i, accepted by Presbyterian
Churches everywhere, they made this doctr ine central . This was because they re-

M Sfused to accept a pope 3^^ in Rome or other bishops as supreme
i n t h e C h u r c h , l ^ o r w o u l d t h e y a c c e p t a h e a d o f s t a t e s u c h a s t h e

king of England to rule the church. Only God is sovereign. 2^ J? j lie rules
the universe -T^ By his will he governsj^-Sl-il-tl-all things. His plan "7^1
i s t h a t o n l y H i s S o n b e h e a d o f t h e C h u r c h .

This doctrine 2 S-f come^ directly from the teachings of Paul. Although
h e w a s a g r e a t e a d e r o f t h e e a r l y c h u r c h , a n d t h o u g l i h e w a s t h e

f o u n d e r o f m a n y c h u r c h e s , h e a l w a y s r e c o g n i z e d C h r i s t a s t h e h e a d o f

t h e c h u r c h b y d e c r e e o f G o d t h e F a t h e r , H e n c e e v e r y c h u r c h w o r k e r i s

appointed ^ by God and must serve in obedience to Him. ^Paul
l o o k e d u p o n h i m s e l f a s a s j ^ v e , r a n s o m e d b l o o d
o f C h r i s t . H e w a s a s e r v a n t i , o u t o f l o v e v o l u n t a r i l y ; t L U L 2 ^ « ^



( p
w o rking for His master. He was a steward "^1 intrusted with the estate

2fj of His Father.

In verse 7 he points out that he was "made" ^ a minister through
" t h e w o r k i n g o f h i s p o w e r , " - ^ ^ o ( q j l I " b y t h e
g i f t o f G o d ' s g r a c e " ^ S — T h e s e w o r d s s h o w
t h a t t h e i n i t i a t i v e o n G o d ' s s i d e . O n l y b y G o d ' s s e l e c t i o n , - ^ - 1 c W

God's power, God's gifts -̂̂ -̂  is the churcli yupplied with workers.
W i t h o u t t h e s e , a 2 ^ 1 - i s j u s t a n o t h e r l a b o r e r a s i n a f a c t o r y

U e c a n h a v e a l l t h e f a u l t s o f a n y o n e e l s e . I t i s w o n d e r f u l h o w G o d a l w a y s c a l l s ,

trains , and endows.^W| ^ cV- his workers,. We thank Him for calling
so many to serve the Korean Church. But le;t_aj.l £ remember that Christ is

t h e H e a d ; w e a r e t h e s e r v a n t s . I t i s t h e f u n c t i o n o f s e r v a n t s t o o b e j y . " I t i s

required of stewards that they be faithful 1 Cor. 4:2 3/tf( cJll-jHI
He gives the ord^s, we q^ey. He

supplies us with the Gospel, we prpcj^im it for him. We are stewards "Zl o|
we are ambassadorŝ î rlpresenting oxtra Master, the King of kings.

I I . A m in i s te r o f t he Gospe l i s humb le . S - l
T n v s . S P a u l s a y s . " I a m t h e v e r y l e a s t o f a l l t h e s a i n t s . " ^ * I 5 » I

d | - 3 | j ^ '
c - \ H e p u t h i m s e l f b e l o w a l l o t h e r a p o s t l e s , a l l t h e e a r l y

Chr is t ians , a l l h is own conver ts , and even h is readers . Tn I Tim. 1 :15 he sa id ,

" I a m t h e c h i e f o f s i n n e r s . " P a u l k n e w h e w a s

u n w o r t h y , a n d i s a m a z e d t h a t G o d s h o u l d s e l e c t h i m a s a m i n i s t e r.

P a u l ' s h u m i l i t y f o l l o w i n g t h e e x a m p l e o f C h r i s t w h o s a i d , " I a m c o m e

n o t t o b e m i n i s t e r e d u n t o b u t t o m i n i s t e r , a n d t o g i v e m y l i f e a r a n s o m f o r

o t h e r s , - S - a H

He folloh'^he example of Jesus who washed Him disciples feet and said (Jn. 13:14)
"If T then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet you also ought to wash

, U - 5 L 3 - & L c c i t - i r * o l S I H i - M i J b i l - i uo n e a n o t h e r ' s f e e t " " h X r v — - ^ v * ' " ) " c ,
u - l i l s . ^ H < - 1 2 1 - .



CE)
T h e m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l i s a _ s e r v a n t . A t r u e d o e s n o t c o m e t o b e s e r v e d

by the members of his church, but to serve them. The humble "minister of the

Gospel" expresses that humility in serving, not as a master. Af/m'stev- -

T h e c h u r c h a l w a y s n e e d s h u m b l e m i n i s t e r s . T h e o f a l l h i s t o r y h a s

been pride,love of ppw^r, -^-f) J,^^alry ^or control^J-^j
i n t h e c h u r c h . I t c r e a t e d t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c h i e r a r c h y I t h a s

S j j l i t P ro tes tan t chu rches . How d i f f e ren t , i f chu rch l eade rs wou ld say,

" l a m a s e r v a n t o f t h e G o s p e l , " a m t h e l e a s t o f a l l t h e

s a i n t s . " S t c H t l - a h W h a t G o d c a l l s m e t _ o d o , I
w i l l d o . W h a t H e a s k s m e t o s u f f e r I w i l l s u f f e r . W h e r e h e s e n d s m e ,

I will go. What he gryos me for a living,-^ 2^ T will accept. The musician

^ Toscann i was one o f t he g rea tes t o r ches t ra conduc to r :
2p Z-W • Once when he was talking to an orchestrawhen he was pre

par ing to p lay one of Be^thovan's syphonies wi th them, he said: "Gent lemei
I a m n o t h i n g ; y o u a r e n o t h i n g ; B e e t h o v a n i s e v e r y t h i n g H e k n e w

6

wel l that h is duty was not to draw at tent ion to h imsel f or the orchest ra

but to magnify Beethovan's music 5^-2^1- ^ • Just so, the minister of the

Gospel, exists only to exaltjc. o|c^ Christ and His Gospel. The minister of tlie
Gospe l i s l i ke a p i pe be tween a g rea t r ese rvo i r and t h i r s t y peop le . He
ex is ts on ly to car ry the water. The humble min is ter o f the Gospe l ex is ts to car

ry the Gospel from our glorious Saviour to people thirsty for the water of
l i f e .

I I I . A m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l h a s a d e fi n e d r e a l m o f a c t i v i t y .

H i s d u t y i s t o " p r e a c h t o t h e G e n

t i l e s t h e u n s e a r c h a b l e r i c h e s o f C h r i s t . "

T h a t A v a s t h e o b l i g a t i o n o f a

m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l i n P a u l ' s t i m e ; a n d i t i s t h e o b l i g a t i o n o f a m i n i s t e r o f

the Gospel today. Bui ld ing churches, or^anj^zing Presbytefir ies, seryi i ig on com

mittees 4l^i ij boards , social work all are secondary.
P r e a c h i n g t h e G o s p e l i s fi r s t .
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a . A m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l p r e a c h e s t o t h e G e n t i l e s . F o r a J e w i t w a s a s

ton ish ing that God's grace extended to non-Jews. I t s imply could not be t rue!

Yet Paul,sa Pharisee of the Pharisees, a str ict Jews, was convinced that Gods

grace was to all. In Korea we are not concerned with separation of Jews and Gen

t i les, but we have to remember that the minister of the Gospel is cal led to work

beyond the group cal led God's people, i .e. , the church, among those who are st i l l

on the outfi^e... those who never come to church, wr worse still, have never heard
the Gospe l ! No t rue min is te r o f the Gospe l i s ever sa t i sfied to work jus t w i th

H i s c o n g r e g a t i o n . . . G o d c a l l s h i m t o t h e b y y o n d .

b . A m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l p r e a c j i e s t h e u n s e a r c h a b l e r i c h e s o f C h r i s t

N e w v e r s i o n :

I t i s e a s y f o r a t o p r e a i S t c h f r o m w h a t h e r e a d s

i n t h e n e w s p a p e r , o r i n p h i l o s p h y o r h i s t o r y . I t i s e a s y t o t e l l f u n n y s t o r i e s

t o a m u s e h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n . B u t G o d c a l l s h i m t o p r e a c h t h e u n s e a r c h a b l e r i c h e s

of Christ. All the love of Christ, aJJ. the forgiveness, all the new life-^W^Hosj

promised in Him? When he preaches about Jesus born in Bethlehem... he points to

the purpose of His coming. When he preaches on the mijr^cles, 7(2^ he points
t o t h e p o w e r o f t h e S o n o f G o d . W h e n h e p r e a c h e s o n C h r i s t ' s t e a c h i n g s , h e p o i n t s

to Christ as the giver of truth "ij 2| . When he preaches on the cjoj^s, he
p o i n t s t o C h r i s t t h e l a m b o f G o d s a c r i f i € e d f o r t h e s i n o f t h e w o r l d . W h e n

he preaiiiĵ s on the resurrection. he points to Christ our only hope. When he
preaches on the SKKHRdxEsmiK^ ascension, ^ he points to Christ as King of
a l l . W h e n h e p r e a c h e s o n t h e s e c o n d c o m i n g , h e p o i n t s t o t h e g l o r i o u s f u l fi l l

m e n t o f G o d ' s p r o m i s e s . P r e a c h i n g t h e g o s p e l o f t h e u n s e a r c h a b l e r i c h e s o f

C h r i s t i n c l u d e s j u d g e m e n t J H - f o r s i n . I t i n c l u d e s p u n i s h m e n t o f

e v i l . B u t i t p o i n t s t o H i m w h o s a y s : " I a m t h e w a y , a n d t r u . t l i „ . a n d t h e

l i f e . - V p l - ^ " ~ '
a n d t h i r s t y x a | ^ t h e G o s p e l i s b r e a d a n d w a t e r .

For the poor i t i s r icheg unto ld . For the s iaye or pr isx jner^ j^ i t
i s f r e e d o m . ^ o r t h e s i n n e r i t i s f o r g i v e n e s s . F o r t h e I n n e l v i t i s



a g r e a t f r i e n d . F o r t h e d y i n g , i t i s e t e r n a l l i f e P o s s e s s e d o f s u c h

u n s e a r c h a b l e r i c h e s n o w o n d e r P a u l s a i d i n I C o r . 9 : 1 0

" Wo e i s m e , i f I d o n o t p r e a c h t h e G o s p e l !

- TH i i l - 7h ^ f i ° l i .
^' lohV

C o n c l u s i o n . B a r t i ^ i y 1 4 2 ) . T h e r e i s a f a m o u s s t o r y o f t h e d a y s w h e n S i r C h r i s t o p I

W r e n w a s b u i l d i n g a g r e a t c a t h e d r a l i n L o n d o n , O n o n e o c c a s i o n S i r

Ch r i s t ophe r Wren was mak ing a t ou r o f t he wo rk ax i n p rog ress . He came upon a

man a t wo rk and asked h im : "Wha t a re you do ing?V The man sa id : " I am cu t t i ng t hs

s t o n e t o a c e r t a i n s i z e a n d s h a p e . " H e c a m e t o a s e c o n d m a n a n d a s k e d h i m w h a t h e

w a s d o i n g . T h e m a n s a i d : " I a m e a r n i n g s o m u c h m o n e y a t m y w o r k . " H e c a m e t o

a th i rd man a t work and asked what he was do ing . The man paused fo r a moment in

h i s w o r k , a n d s t r a i g h t e n e d h i m s e l f a n d a n s w e r e d : " I a m h e l p i n g S i r C h r i s t o p h e r

W r e n t o b u i l d S t . P a u l ' s C a t h e d r a l ! "

The min̂^̂er of the Gospel is helping God build His church. May all
h e r e a s s e m b l e d b e a b l e t o s a y w i t h P a u l : V e r s e s 7 - 9

E f k . 3 ; - ? ( K / e w Z , " * " I ^

: | o m ^ 5 ^ , ^ ^ q

t i t f t
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D o

T e x t : " P u t o n t h e n e w m a n "

t h ^ N E W. « A N

S c r i p t u r e _ r ^ a d i n g : E p h . A : 1 7 - 3 2

P a u l t e l l s u s o f 4 k i n d s o f m e n i n h i s l e t t e r s . T h e r e i s t h e o u t e r m a n ( I I C o r .

^:16), the inner man (Eph 3:16)? the old^man (Eph A:22), and the new man (Eph.
A t v a r i o u s t i m e s t h e s e t e r m s m a y d e s c r i b e a n y o f u s . L o o k a t t h e m .

i l l The ou te r j nan i s wha t o the r peop le can see . I t may be a beau t i f u l o r uq l y,
fat or thin, tall _or short, ol^ or young person. That person may be wel 1 _ ^^ssed or
clothed in rags, well groomed or disreputable. People spend huqe^^ms on the outer
man...for rlothinq, cosmetics, adornments, groominc^^^^ t̂̂ beauty parlors and barber
shops, and even surgical procedures to improve looks.^ But we are aware that the outer
man is a lways changing. Babies become adolescents, adolescents become adul ts. When

we are victims of sicj<ness or accidej;xts, visi^l^ changes take place. When we are
r e s t e d o u r o u t e r m a n m a y b e q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m w h e n w e a r e t i r e d . I n e v i t a b l y , t h e

outer man gets o^ and as Paul puts it, "wastes away" (II Cor. ^ulA) as we know all
t o o w e l l w h e n w e b e g i n t o l o s e h a i r , o r t e e t h , o r o u r s e n s e o f h e a r i n g , o r o u r s i g h t

is impaired, or we feel loss of strength and energy and endurance. Some day the outer

m a n w i l l d i e , b e b u r i e d , a n d r e t u r n t o d u s t . T h i s o u t e r m a n c o n s t a n t l y r e m i n d s u s h o w

t r a n s i e n t - w e h u m a n b e i n g s a r e .

( W T h e i n n e r m a n c a n o n l y b e s e e n p e r f e c t l y b y G o d H i m s e l f . M a r v e l l o u s m o d e r n

m e d i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s c a n r e v e a l p i c t u r e s o f t h e i n s i d e o f o u r b o d i e s w i t h g r e a t d e t a i l

and accuracy. Yet only of God can we say "He knows our fram^; he remembers we are

d u s t . " ( P s . 1 0 3 : 1 A ) W h e n G o d d i r e c t e d t h e p r o p h e t S a m u e l t o a n o i n t t h e y o u t h f u l D a v i d

a s k i n g , H e d e c l a r e d : " M a n l o o k s a t t h e o u t w a r d a p p e a r a n c e , b u t t h e L o r d l o o k s a t t h e

{ hear^ . " ( I Sam. 16:7) Whi le the outer man is wast ing away, God is cont inua l ly
r e n e w i n g t h e i n n e r m a n ( I I C o r . 4 : 1 6 ) . H e i s a t w o r k a n d

.^^reservn ic j^he inner man. This is what God's Holy Spi r i t is a lways at work do ing for
u s . P a u l p r a y e d i n E p h . 3 : 1 6 t h a t G o d " M a y g r a n t y o u t o b e s t r e n g t h e n e d w i t h m i g h t

t h r o u g h h i s S p i r i t i n t h e i n n e r n ^ n . " T h i s i s t h e p a r t o f m a n t h a t n e v e r d i e s , a n d
G o d i s p r e p a r i n g i t f o r e t e r n a l r e s i d e n c e i n h e a v e n b y t h e m i n i s t r y o f H i s H o l y S p i r i t

/ w i t h i n u s . I s n ' t i t t o o b a d t h a t p e o p l e a r e f a r , f a r m o r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e

a p p e a r a n c e , a n d c o m f o r t , a n d h e a l t h o f t h e o u t e r m a n t h a n a b o u t t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e

pinner man that lasts for eternity?

T h e o l d . a a n i s w h a t e a c h o f u s i s b e f o r e w e a r e r e b o r n b y t h e S p i r i t o f G o d .

T h e o l d m a n i s t h e p e r s o n w e a r e n a t u r a l l y b e f o r e c o n v e r s j o n . T h e " o l d m a n " d e s c r i b e s

al l men who l ive in sin^ ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden. The

B i b l e t e l l s u s t h a t t h e o l d m a n i s " a l i e n a t e d f r o m t h e l i f e o f R o d , " h e i s



£ ^ e d y » H e i s t h e k i n d o f p e r s o n d e s c r i b e d h e r e i n E p h . A : 1 7 - 1 9 i n t h e
p a r a p h r a s e d v e r s i o n o f J . B . P h i l l i p s :

T h e y l i v e b l i n d f o l d e d i n a w o r l d o f i l l u s i o n ? a n d a r e c u t o f f f r o m t h e l i f e
o f G o d t h r o u g h i g n o r a n c e a n d i n s e n s i t i v e n e s s . T h e y h a v e s t i fl e d t h e i r
c o n s c i e n c e s a n d t h e n s u r r e n d e r e d t h e m s e l v e s t o s e n s u a l i t y ? p r a c t i c i n g
a n y f o r m o f i m p u r i t y w h i c h l u s t c a n s u g g e s t .

P a u l s a y s t h a t t h i s o l d m a n s i m p l y h a s t o ^ d i e . H e h a s t o b e " c r u c i fi e d w i t h

C h r i s t , " ( R o m . 6 : 6 > . A b r a n d n e w s t a r t h a s t o b e m a d e ? j u s t l i k e a b a b y b e i n g b o r n

i n t o t h e w o r l d . I t m u s t d i e a n d ^ r i s e a g a i n t o s t a r t l i f e a l l o v e r a g a i n . T h e d e a t h

a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n o f C h r i s t m a k e s t h e w o r k o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t

jpakes-thj-^ happen. When the ol^nan with its burden of sin is nailed to the cross of
C h r i s t ? t h e n t h e n e w m a n a p p e a r s ? a n d t h i s i s w h a t w e a r e t h i n k i n g a b o u t t o d a y .

(A) The new man is a "gpw^^creation" because he is ngw__ijD_r.hrist? completely
r e m a d e . H e r e P a u l u s e s a n o t h e r fi g u r e o f s p e e c h . . . t h a t o f c h a n g i n g c l o t h e s . W e a r e

t o " l a y a s i d e " o r " p u t o f f " t h e o l d m a n w h i c h b e l o n g s t o " y o u r f o r m e r m a n n e r o f l i f e "

a n d " p u t o n t h e n e w s e l f ? w h i c h i n t h e l i k e n e s s o f G o d h a s b e e n c r e a t e d i n

r i g h t e o u s n e s s a n d h o i i n e s s o f t h e t r u t h , " T h i s m e a n s c o n s c i , o u s c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e

H o l y S p i r i t o n o u r p a r t . T h e o ^ w ^ r d j ^ ^ ^ a n d t h e s t i 11 e x i s t b u t h o ^ t j ^ a r e
transformed as we put off and throw away the oldm^ like discarding old clothes? and
D u t o n t h e C h r i s t i a n i s a n e w m a n ? n o l o n g e r l i k e t h e G e n t i l e s w h o a r e

al ienated from the l i fe of God but are ^newe^in the spir i^^^of^JiBir minds and

g c c a t e d a f t e r t h e l i k e n e s s o f G o d . T h i s n e w m a n ? o r n e w c r e a t i o n ? s h o w s n e w

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ^ n p t M a r d l y . . . i n h i s o u t e r m a n , t o a l l w h o s e e h i m . M o r e

importantly this new man shows an ^ne^^rans^nri^^^n ... in his inner man where God
c a n s e e f a r b e t t e r t h a n t h e m o s t m o d e r n X - r a y m a c h i n e .

Here in Ephes ians ^? Pau l con t i nues and g i ves a t l eas t five marks o f t he " .new

in^,."-^God's Word gives many more? but now let's look at these five only.

. T H E _ N E W M A N _ S P E A 1 < S _ _ I H ^ T R U T ^ ^ ( v. ? 5 1 T h e fi r s t e m p h a s i s o f P a u l a f t e r

t e l l i n g t h e E p h e s i a n s t o " p u t o n t h e n e w m a n " i s t h a t t h e y m u s t s p e a k t h e t r u t h . T h e

i m p l i c a t i o n i s t h a t t h e r e w e r e p l e n t y o f H a r s i n E p h e s p s ? a n d t h a t s o m e o f t h e m w e r e
e v e n i n t h e c h u r c h 1 M a y b e s o m e C h r i s t i a n s c o n s i d e r e d a t h e o n l y w a y t o o p e r a t e a

b u s i n e s s a t a p r o fi t . C e r t a i n l y i t w a s a w a y t o t i p t h e s c a l e s o f j u s t i c e i n o n e ' s

f a v o r i n a c o u r t d e c i s i o n . L y i n g a l s o i n c l u d e s t h e w h o l e r a n g e o f s ?

b r o k e n p r o m i s e s ? b r o k e n c o n t r a c t s . P a u l h i m s e l f w a s a v i c t i m o f l i e s a t t h e t i m e o f

t h e g r e a t r i o t a t E p h e s u s . I n h e s p e a k s o f " t h e c u n n i n g o f m e n " a n d " t h e i r

c r a f t i n e s s i n d e c e i t f u l w i l e s . " W e l l ? t h e w o r l d h a s n ' t c h a n g e d m u c h s i n c e t h e n ? b u t

h a s m e r e l y r e fi n e d t h e m e t h o d s o f d e c e i t . P e r h a p s n o t h i n g m a k e s a C h r i s t i a n s t a n d o u t

as a "new man" in a p_agan. , i«Mi ld more than tha t he be t rus ted and respected as a "m^n



m a n " w h o h a s t r u l y " p u t o n C h r i s t " i s a c o n s c i e n c e s e n s i t i v e t o a i l o u r

respons ib i l i t i ps so tha t hones t l abo r ra the r s tea l i nq l eaves us i n a pos i t i on to ca r ry
o u t t h e r e s t o f P a u l ' s i n j u n c t i o n h e r e t o h e l p o t h e r s i n n e e d . . . t h e p o o r , t h e

n e e d y . . . e v e n h a v e p l e n t y t o s u p p o r t t h e m i n i s t r y o f t h e G o s p e l i n o u r c h u r c h a n d

a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .

H f t W - T ^ K S ^ E A N . V e r s e P 9 . " L e t n o u n w h o l e s o m e . < o r e v i 1 ) w o r d

proceed f rom your mouth. " 5 :^ expands on th is : " there must be no fi l th iness and s i l ly
t a l k , o r c o a r s e j e s t i n g , w h i c h a r e n o t fi t t i n g , b u t r a t h e r o i v i n o o f t h a n k s . " I t r u s t

t h a t n o n e o f u s u s e t h e c o a r s e l a n n u a g e i n v o l v i n o w h a t a r e u s u a l l y t e r m e d " f o u r - l e t t e r

w o r d s . " B u t a l l o f u s a r e e x p o s e d t o s u g g e ^ j ^ v e ^ a n g u a o e ^ o t o n l y i n w h a t
w e a c t u a l l y h e a r b u t i n s o m e o f o u r r e a d i n g , i n o u r e n t e r t a i n m e n t s , a n d o n t h e r a d i o

a n d T V . A l l t h i s e x p o s u r e m e a n s t h a t t h e " n e w m a n " h a s t o c o n s t a n t l y r e s i s t t h e

t e m p t a t i o n t o f o l l o w s u i t . O r p e r h a p s r a t h e r t h a n fi l t h y l a n g u a g e , t h e t e m p t a t i o n f o r
u s i s t o i n d u l g e i n o t h e r " u n w h o l e s o m e " w o r d s s u c h a s m a l ^ ^ i ^ u s _ j 3 o ^ i p , c u t t i n g

r e m a r k s , r i d i c u l e o r f a e l i t t l i n q o f o t h e r s , e t c . S o m e o f t h a t t a l k m a y i n i t s e l f b e

h a r m l e s s b u t i s j u s t n o n e o f o u r b u s i n e s s . P a u l t e l l s u s h e r e h o w t h e " n e w m a n " u s e s

h i s t o n g u e f o r " o n l y s u c h a w o r d a s i s g o o d f o r e d i fi c a t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e e d o f

the moment, that i t may give or^e to those who hear." Ed^fv^jnn words areJ^j j^^^J. and

^ s ^ r u £ t i v e . T h e y f i ^ _ _ ^ h e ^ ^ , _ c i r _ c a s i o n . . . t h a t i s , a r e t h e c u r r e n t
s i t u a t i o n a n d m ^ e ^ ^ o m e _ _ n e e d . T h e y i m p a r t ^ ^ c e . . . t h a t i s , k h e y t h r o w t h e l i g h t o f

t h e n n n d n p g ^ Q a n d t h e a n d t h e ^ g ^ j g j ^ ^ f G o d o n o t h e r w i s e s c e n e s .

Helpful, fi^^^, q^cj^^us^j^that's the language of the new man. As a substitute for
all unfitting language, Paul urges '^tj)anj^gi^ng." So much of our language is just
o r i o i n g , o r s ^ ^ e f ^ , o r d e ^ ^ a ^ r y. . . P a u l s a y s , " I f y o u c a n ' t t h i n k o f a n y t h i n g e l s e
to say, jus t g ive thanks l

< 5 ) T H E N E W H A N I S K I N D L Y . V e r s e 3 8 : " B e k i n d t o o n e a n o t h e r , t e n d e r - h e a r t e d ,

f o r g i v i n g e a c h o t h e r , j u s t a s G o d i n C h r i s t h a s a l s o f o r g i v e n y o u . " H e r e i s t h e m a r k
o f t h e " n e w m a n " t h a t r e a l l y c o v fi r s _ 3 i l t h e o t h e r s . P e r h a p s i t i s s u m m e d u p i n t h e

one p la in word " j jgg^ess . " So much o f the wor ld i s hard^^^ca^^^ ju^^^ jd^^eren t j ^^^ ro^ ,

s e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i m s g u ^ ^ i n t a ^ fi j ^ ^ ^ n f e ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ e ^ ^ s e e l ^ n ^ T h e " n e w m a n " H e i s
c o n s c i o u s a n d r e s p o n s i v e a n d s e n s i t i v e t o p e o p l e a b o u t h i m , a n d t h e i r n e e d s a n d

feelings. People enjoy his company and are b^ne^t^eci by it. They seek his cou^el

I and He has comg^as^i^ and love and tme^^ for chi^d^n, for the eHiej^v, the
\ p o o r , a n d t h e f £ e b ^ £ ^ P e r h a p s h i s r e f u s a l t o t a k e ^ e s p e c i a l l y i n

t r i v i a l m a t t e r s ) i s t h e o u t s t a n d i n g f a c t o r i n g o o d n e s s a n d k i p d n e s s . . . t h e " n e w m a n " i s

w i l l i n g t o b e f o r g i v i n g o f o t h e r s " a s G o d i n C h r i s t f o r g a v e y o u . " Yo u m a y k n o w p e o p l e
l i k e t h a t . I t h i n k o f a n u n c l e o f m i n e i n R o c k H i l l w h o w a s a t r u s t e d a n d h o n o r e d

b a n k o f fi c i a l a l l h i s l i f e , a n e l d e r i n h i s c h u r c h , o n e t o w h o m n o t o n l y h i s o w n



n f h i e , w o r d . " P a u l q i v e s h e r e o n e i m p o r t a n t r e a s o n f o r C h r i s t i a n s t o t e l l t h e

t r u t h : W e a l l b e l o n g t o e a c h o t h e r , t o t h e c . a m o f a m i l y j n t h e e y e s o f G o d .

Eventual ly any deceit hurts the whole family, those we . love, and ourselves as wel l .
N o n e o f u s s h o u l d c h e r i s h a n y t h i n g m o r e h i g h l y t h a n a r g p u t a t i o n a s p e o p l e w h o t e l 1

th i= t ru th . I t makes the Gospe l we pro fess more c red i^^be fore a l l the wor ld -

i 2 ) _ T H E _ N E i U 1 A N _ T h e s e w o r d s h i t u s a l l , a n d h i t u s h a r d .
S o m e o f u s h a v e a q u i c k fl a s h o o i n t , o t h e r s c a n d o a I h a v e b o t h k i n d s .

V e r s e 2 6 s a y s , " B e a n g r y , a n d y e t d o n o t s i n ; d o n o t l e t t h e s u n g o d o w n o n y o u r

-J^nger. Verse 31 expands these words slightly: "let all bitterness and wrath and anger
a n d c l a m o r a n d s l a n d e r b e p u t a w a y f r o m y o u , a l o n g w i t h a l l m a l i c e . " W h e n w e a r e h o t

w i t h a n g e r w e c a n e a s i l y i n d u l g e i n m a l i r i n u c ^ t i r . = n i f ' g . . a n d w i t h

a n i n n £ ^ ^ £ n ^ e a ^ e d _ j ; ; a q e o u r b ^ ^ ^ e r n e s s c a n o u r w h o l e b e i n g s . . . u p s e t t i n g o u r

d i g e s t i o n , r a i s i n g o u r b l o o d p r e s s u r e , a n d d e p r i v i n g u s o f s l e e p . T h e r e i s a
^

j u s t i fi a b l e a n g e r a g a i n s t s i n a n d i t s c o n s e q u e n c e s o f i n i u s t i c e a n d o o v e r t v a n d r r i m p
a n d d e s e c r a t i o n o f G o d ' s h o l i n e s s , a n d t h i s a n g e r c a n b e w i t h o u t s i n . B u t h e r e P a u l

is ta lk ing about anger over pe^ona^or ie^ances, and he points out two ways anger can

be s i n . One i s when we l e t i t r ^ j ^ ^ ^ ^^^undo i ^ . . . t ha t i s , when we ha rbo r i t and l e t

i t i ^ J ^ m e ^ a l l k i n d s e v ^ ^ j j ^ ^ ^ ^ o n s a n d r e t a ^ ^ ^ f j ^ ^ ^ Q ^ ^ i n c t s . T h e o t h e r i s w h e n i t

b e c o m e s a n " o o D o r t u n i t v _ t o t h e d e v i l " o r , a s P h i l l i p s p u t s i t , p r o v i d e s t h e d e v i l w i t h

a A n d w h a t b e t t e r c h a n c e d o e s S a t a n h a v e t h a n w h e n w e l o s e c o n t r o l o f

o u r s e l v e s ? A n d w h e n a r e w e l e a s t i n c o n t r o l o f o u r s e l v e s i f n o t w h e n i n a r a g i n g

t e m p e r t a n t r u m o f a n g e r ?

jt3) Th£ NAN WORKS HONESTLY, "Quit stealing," says Paul in verse P8. "Let
h i m w h o s t e a l s s t e a l n o l o n g e r ; b u t r a t h e r l e t h i m l a b o r , p e r f o r m i n g w i t h h i s o w n

h a n d s w h a t i s g o o d , i n o r d e r t h a t h e m a y h a v e s o m e t h i n g t o s h a r e w i t h h i m w h o h a s

n e e d . " P a u l w a s v - ^ i t i n g t o C h r i s t i a n s . 1 w o n d e r i f a n y F p h e s i a n C h r i s t i a n s f e l t

p e r s o n a l l y i n s u l t e d w h e n t h e y fi r s t r e a d t h i s l e t t e r ! O r m a y b e y o u h e r e t o d a y w a n t t o

s a y " W o e , p r e a c h e r { B e c a r e f u l ! W h a t , m e s t e a l i n g ! " M a y b e s o m e E p h e s i a n s w e r e s t i l l

t h i e v e s , i n t h e u s u a l s e n s e , b u t I d o u b t i t . Ye t b y d i s h o n e s t b u s i n e s s p r a c t i c e s t h e y

very wel l could have been. Or by i_d^n£ss_Jthey were depr iv ing thei r fami l ies of food
a n d o t h e r n e c e s s i t i e s . . . i n e f f e c t s t e a l i n g f r o m t h e m . L i k e u s t o d a y , t h e y n e e d e d t o

r e m e m b e r t h a t s t e a l i n g c a n i n c l u d e n o t p a y i n g b i l l s o n t i m e , u n d e r n a v i n a t h o s e w h o

work for us, del_a^2r^2__|^a^2^£_their wages, us^T^_ou^_^n^ition to exgec^_unw^ranted

f a v o r ^ a n d a h o s t o f o t h e r m a t t e r s . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t m o r e t h a n o n c e P a u l
e n c o u r a g e s m a n u a l l a b o r , a n d t h a t w h i l e s e r v i n g a t l e a s t o n e c o n g r e g a t i o n h e
d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e d i g n i t y o f w o r k i n g w i t h h i s h a n d s a s a t e n t m a k e r . H o n e s t w o r k

cancej_s t^ necessity to steal while at the same time it is a true application of our
L o r d ' s t e a c h i n g t o I n v e m i r n g i n h h n r g a c n n r a o l v o c . O n e o f t h e m a r k s o f t h e " n e w



f a m i l y a n d c l o s e f r i e n d s b u t t h e e n t i r e c i t y w e n t f o r s a q e c o u n s e l a n d a d v i c e a n d

h e l p ? b e c a u s e l i k e B a r n a b a s i n t h e e a r l y c h u r c h , h e w a s a " q o o d m a n , f u l l o f f a i t h ,

a n d o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t , " O f c o u r s e J e s u s H i m s e l f s u p r e m e l y e x e m p l i fi e s t h i s s o r t o f

p e r s o n . " W h e n h e s a w t h e c r o w d s h e h a d c o m p a s s i o n f o r t h e m , b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e
h a r a s s e d a n d h e l p l e s s . " < M t . 9 : 3 6 ) " H e s a w a g r e a t t h r o n g ; a n d h e h a d c o m p a s s i o n o n

t h e m a n d h e a l e d t h e i r s i c k . ' M l i t . " S u f f e r t h e 1 t o c o m e u n t o

m e . . . , " H e s a i d . J e s u s w e p t w h e n f r i e n d s w e r e g r i e v i n q . F - v e n o n t h e c r o s s w o r d s o f

k indness and fo j^^^eness and tenderness and thgur jh^^ulness fe l l f rom His l ips

b e h o l d y o u r s o n ! " " B e h o l d y o u r m o t h e r . " A n d t h e u l t i m a t e k i n d n e s s o f a l l w a s a w o r d

o f c h e e r t o a w o r t h l e s s s c o u n d r e l d y i n g i n a g o n y o f b o d y a n d c o n s c i e n c e a t H i s s i d e ,

" T h i s d a y y o u w i l l b e w i t h m e i n p a r a d i s e ! "

C O L L U S I O N . T h e n e w m a n ' < 1 ) S p e a k s t h e T r u t h , 4 S 2 . C _ g n t r o l s , h i . s | 3 ) W o r k s

H o n e s t l y, ^ 4 ) Ta l k s C l e a n l y, a n d i s < 5 ) . K i n d l y. B e a r i n g i n m i n d t h e s e fi v e m a r k s o f
the "new man" , remember that we Christ ians are in the spotl i^oht of Gojj '_s inspection

o f a l l t h a t w e a r e , j u s t a s a p o l i t i c i a n i s b a r e d b e f o r e t h e p u b l i c w h e n h e r u n s f o r

o f fice . I n r ecen t days we have seen j us t how b r ^ ^^ l t h i s can be , as we have been

t r e a t e d t o e x p o s e s o f p u b l i c fi g u r e s i n o u r o w n l a n d s u c h a s n r e s i r i e n t i a 1 _ c a n d i d a t e s .

n g ^ ^ e e s _ _ ^ f o r t h e s u p r e m e c o u r t , r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s , a n d o t h e r p u b l i c fi g u r e s .

E x c l u d i n g w h a t i s p u r e fi c t i o n o r t w i s t e d f o r p o l i t i c a l p u r p o s e s , i t r e m a i n s a f a c t
t h a t e v e ^ r y p u b l i c fi g u r e i s h e l d u p t o p u b l i c v i e w . H o w d o e s h e e a r n h i s m o n e y ? H o w

d o e s h e s p e n d i t ? H o w d o e s h e c a r e f o r h i s f a m i I v ? o r a c t a t ^ ^ e ? o r t r a i n h i s

r h i I r i r e n ? D o e s h e p a y h i s k e e p t h e ] ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ p 3 r t i c i p a t e i n t h e c o ^ j m u ^ b ^ _ c ^ s t ?

D o e s h e u s e h a d l a n g u a g e ? H a s h e b e e n g u i l t y o f i m m o r a l i t y ? H o w d o e s h e w e a r h i s

clothes? Who are his close fiends? What are his attitudes to other races, towards
w a r , t o w a r d s c r i m e , t o w a r d s u s e o f d r u g s . . . a n d o n t h r o u g h a l l t h e v a r i o u s p u b l i c

i s s u e s o f o u r d a y . E v e n h i s m o s t t j r i v i a l r e m a r k o r d e e p l y p r i v a t e m i s d e e d b e c o m e

b l a c k h e a d l i n e s i n t h e m o r n i n g p a p e r s . S u p p o s e y o u a n d I w e r e u n d e r t h i s

s p o t l i g h t . . . h o w w o u l d w e f a r e ? A c t u a l l y t h i s i s o u r s t a t u s b e f o r e G o d , " b e f o r e w h o m
a l l h e a r t s a r e o p e n a n d f r o m w h o m n o t h i n g c a n b e k e p t s e c r e t . "

T h a n k G o d f o r v . e r s e _ 3 , 0 w h i c h y o u m a y h a v e n o t i c e d w e h a v e n o t d i s c u s s e d : " D o n o t

g r i e v e t h e H o l y S p i r i t o f G o d , b y w h o m y o u w e r e s e a l e d f o r t h e d a y o f r e d e m p t i o n . " I n
Christ Jjod has created us as new beings with new natures under the ^gower and influence
o f H i s Ho ly Sp i r i t . The Ho ly Sp i r i t i s a lways p rompt^q us to res i s t eve ry temp ta t i on

1 i e > t o l o s e o u | ^ j £ < £ ^ e r , t o b e t o u s e t h e w r n n r ^ ^ ^ n 2 ^ i . J a g e , t o b e ^ m ^ ^ ^ . . . a n d

w h e n w e d o y i e l d t o t h o s e t e m p t a t i o n s t h e H o l y S p i r i t i s g r i e v e d . Q u t t h a t s a m e

S p i r i t o f G o d h a s b e e n g i v e n t o u s a s t h e g u a r a n t e e t h a t G o d i s a t w o r k j D u i M f v i n g a n d

e . f f e c t i n q t h e t a k e o v e r o f t h e " n e w n a t u r e " w i t h i n u s u n t i l t h e d a y w h e n t h e " n e w

m a n " . . . b o d y a n d s o u l . , w i l l b e r e d e e m e d a n d t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e p e r f e c t
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church of God. That "new man" is st i l l incomplete, but with the ut^lemeri i i^^ of
God's Spir i t , Paul in th is let ter g ives four exhort j t t lo j is any of which can serve
a s t h e m o t t o o f t h e " n e w m a n " e a c h o f u s s t r i v e s t o b e :

^ : 2 A . . . P u t o n t h e n e w m a n .

5 : 1 . . . . B e i m i t a t o r s o f G o d .

5 : 2 . . . . W a l k i n l o v e .

5 : 8 . . . . W a l k a s c h i l d r e n o f t h e l i g h t .
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, ' i * i H o v / t o I m i t a t e G o d

S c r i p t u r e i E p h . 5 : 1 - 2 0
Text: !~^Be imitators of God." Eph. 5:1
Airline pilots are without question superb flyers. They have risen to the top
through a system designed to weed out the incompetent. Typically, a 747 captainis in his mid-SOs and has been flying for 30 years. Starting in his early 30s,
he served as a co-pilot for seven years before making captain. V/hatever his rank,
the training never stops. He is constantly practicing instrument landings and
emergency procedures, both in the jet cockpit and in remarkably realistic flightsimulators. Twice a year the airline is required to check out his proficiency.
In addition, an inspector... completely unannounced...may show up just before take
off, occupy the jump seat in the cockpit... and revoke his license on the spot ifhe detects a major failing during the flight. Every six months he must pass a de
manding physical, and every year the company also looks him. over. (Fr. Time Mag.)
If jet pilots are expected to take perfect! on as their st,aiidard, daily train toward
that xdeaj , and endure crit].ca 1 iii5^ei:..tjj3n of their profxc-leucy. . is it surprising
that God sets a high standard for His children, especially those with life'-and-
deatli responsibilities for others? Paul states God's demands of us as Christians
and missionaries: '.'Thergfore be iniitators of God, as beloved childrei;." Similarly
Jesus commanded: "You therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenlyTather is per-^

; ' Literally, Paul says to ■tiUiic. Godf S"ince Jesus is our only revelationGoa in the flesh, he is insisting upon imitation of Christ Himself. This interpre-
tion is clearly supported in the next verse where Jesus is indeed our model.

In Eph. 5.1-20, %^tation of the Lord is put into concrete practical terms as a
'[wgJJj.."^ In several languages, including Korea/H the word "walk" has the idea of
"^ond^t" or " Paul was not insisting on anythin g humanly impo'=;si-ble. He could have pointed out that "£jiacli walked with God."(Gen. 5:24), "islaali.
^\LaJJced with God"CGen. 6:9), and that God commanded Abraham God almighty...
Via.lk with me. (Gen, 17:i). He says, "Jherefore be imitators of God, as beloved
ciiildrei.i" and this involves walking with the Lord in three ways: "Kalk in love"
i_vs.2), "Walk as children of light" (vs. 8), and ''jj/alk circumspectly" (^vs. 15).

PlLpll̂ iL ,1-1- -loy Q... (I - ̂ ) Love is the first and most obvious characteristic of Godwhich we are to mim.ic. You know how children imitate their parents...a little bov
standing behind the steering wheel imitating daddy driving, a little girl pinning'
up her hair and sta^pering around in mother's high heel shoes. AFKN often shows a
pathetic saot of children upending liquor bottles in imitation of their parents-' behaviour the night before. But children also imitate attitiides and p.exsonality
traits, and when we are called upon to v/alk in love, then like God, .""espec lal lylike God as v/c knovr Him in tlie flesh, we are to show divine love. , . the putting of
the best_interests of others ahead of our own, the concern, compassionand total

our Lord Himself... all that Paul describes so eloquently in I. Cor.
13. In verses 1 f{ 2, He gives three reasons why we should walk in love,

B. are God's children. What greater satisfaction than to know that we are
children of GodlOutside of Christ we have no sense of belonging to such a Father
...but in Christ we "have oneness with God, the security of dwelling in the Divine
household, and the dil igation of acting l ike His children. So the first reason for
walking in love is simply that we are His sons and daughters. Since God is love,
t h e m e m b e r s o f H i s f a m i l y s h o u l d w a l k i n t h a t s a m e l o v e .

If. We. are God's beloved children. This is the same word used by God twice when
speaking from heaven ^f the time of "^he baptism and the transfiguration of Jesus.
He said: "Rehold, this is my beloved son." Just think! God uses the same word to
describe His love us ^ as He used to describe His only betgotten Son? How incred-
tjlle that God could love us that much! IVe are beloved. .is it too small a thing for
Him to expect that we should walk in love too?
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AlLtJl--pr ice. We v/ 'a l .k in Icve because we are God's
chil(^ei^^?e^^eH^5^?roveT~yTTldren7andwe v/ere purchased with a great, price.
W e i m i t a t e C h i r s t w h o " J . o v e d u s , a n d g a v e h i m s e l f u p f o r u s , a f r a g r a n t o f f e r i n g
a n d s a c r i fi c e t o G o d . ' * R e a l l o v e i s a l w a y s s e l f - g i v i n g . I f i s j u s t t h e o p p o s i t e o f
t h e s e l fi s h n e s s . s e l f - w i l l , a n d s e l f - a d v a n c e m e n t m o t i v a t i o n c o n t r o l l i n g t h e o l d
man before Christ changes his heart. "SucTTTove has something nnrvel pus J y plea-.jng
a b o u t i t . . . P a u l u s e s t h e fi g u r e . . . a f r a j i g r a n t o f f e r i n g a n d s a c r i fi c e t o G o d . J e w -
i s h s a c r i fi c e s o f s w e e t s m e l l w e r e n o t t h o s e f o r s i n s , b u t w e r e s y m b o l i c o f o b e -
c ' i e n c e , d e v c t i o n , a n d p r a i s e . P a u l i s s p e a k i n g h e r e o f C h r i s t ' s l i f e a n d d e a t h o f
p p r f p r t n h p H T p n r f > a n d 1 n v o a s a f r a g r a n t o f f e r i n g . T h i s t e r n m a k e s
m e t h i n k o f s o m e o n e c o o k i n g a C h r i s t m a s t u r k e y w i t h a l l t h e s t u f fi n g a n d s p i c e s
t h a t g o w i t h i t . T h e c o o k o p e n s t h e o v e n d o o r a n d a l l t h a t h e a v e n l y a r o m a fi l l s
t h e h o u s e . . . p l e a s i n g j s a t i s f y i n g . i n v i t j n g . C h r i s t ' s d e a t h f o r u s w a s l i k e t h a t ,
a n d i t r e p r e s e n t e d p e r f e c t ^ l o v e , p l e a s i n g t o C o d . O u r r e s p o n s e ? W a l k i n g i n l o v e !

ofce A' e«C<

fl. Walk as chi_ldr_en_of_ light. [3-14) This paragraph poses a starJc contvast betweentl\e worlJs of~darkrie^s"and of light. Paul's severe v/ords about immorality and im-
puxx ty, f JJ j t l i i nxLSs , s j J -Ly—taJJc , l ex i . t_y, i do la t ry mus t be read aga ins t the unspeak
a b l e b l a c k n e s s o f p a g a n s o c i e t y i n E p h e s u s . S e x u a l v i c e , l e w d t a l k ^ a n d c p m p . L e i e
abandon to e-\: i l_ s.ejisua 1 i ry- were openly practiced and encouraged as a part of the
G r e e k a n d R o m a n t e m p l e c u l t s . W h e n P a u l ' s G o s p e l u n d e r c u t t h e w o r s h i p o f D i a n a , n o
wonder there was strong react ion. Not just the sale of golden images, but prost i tu
t i o n a n d a l l o t h e r f o r m s o f e v i l w e r e t h r e a t e n e d b y t h i s fi r s t o f a l l r e l i g i o n s t o
t a k e a s t r o n g a n d u n c o m n r o m i s i n g s t a n d o n t h e s i d e o f p t i r i t y. . P a u l g i v e s u s t h r e e
r e a s o n s w h y w e m u s t w a l k a s c h i l d r e n o f l i g h t .

W e a r e s a i n t s . ( 5 - 4 ) S a i n t s a r e l i t e r a l l y " s e t a p a r t o n e s . " I t i s b e n e a t h
the dignity'Vf a saint to indulge in sins belonging to the world of darkness. Paul
cal l? upon saints to absta^in from sins of the flesh ^ sins of the mind. and sins of
the 'i^pn|;ue. . . a 11 of which arc frequently associated, v/ith one another. Sadly, we
a r e f o r c e d t o a s s e r t t h a t , f a r t o o m a n y C h r i s t i a n s , c e r t a i n l y i n A m e r i c a , s e e m t o
l e a n o v e r b a c k w a r d s t o a v o i d t h e i m a g e o f b e i n g a s a i n t ! T h e y d o n ' t w a n t t o b e s o
l a b e l l e d I R a t h e r t h a n b e i n g s e t a p a r t f r o m t h e v i c e s o f t h e w o r l d o f d a r k n e s s t h e y
want toH^e just as much l ike that world, and even a part of that world, as possible
P a u l s a y s , i f w e a r e s a i n t s . . . a c t l i k e i t . . . w a l k a s c h i l d r e n o f l i g h t !

We are kings. fS-bj Jesus told Nicodemus: "fixcept a man be born pgain, he
cannot see the^ilngSom of God." Fleirs of the kingdom have no business indulging
i n t h o s e t h i n g s w h i c h a r e s p e c i fi c a l l y e x c l u d e d f r o m t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d . V s . 5 :

d y L H o r a l o r i m p u r e n a n , o r o n e w h o i s c o v e t o u s ( t h a t i s a n i d o l a t e r ) h a s a n y i n -
i ^ e r i t a n c e i n t h e k i n g d o m o f C h r i s t a n d o f G o d . " r i g i d p o s i t i o n o n t h i s i s
f u r t h e r d e c l a r e d i n I C o r . 6 : 9 a n d G a l . 5 : 1 9 - 2 1 . R e v . 2 1 : 8 s a y s t h a t t h e l o t o f
s u c h s i n n e r s s h a l l b e i n " t h e l a k e t h a t b u r n s v . ' i t h fi r e a n d b r i m s t o n e . " P a u l s a v s
w e r e a r e n o t t o b e a r g u e d i n t o t h e s e s i n s . . . a s i t a p p e a r s s o m u c h o f t h e w o r l d t o
d a y, i n c l u d i n g g - . e g m e n t - s n f ^ h p p h n r r J i i t s e l f . . . i s a t t e m p t i n g t o d o . . . b e c a u s e t h e y
i n c u r t h e w r a t h o f G o d . P e o p l e t o d a y r. £ C £ i i J . f r o m t h e c o n c e p t o f t h e w r a t h o f G o d ,
hut there is no doubt in Paul's mind that the v;ages of^^^ln is death. These things
a r e t t i n a c h i l d r e n o f G o d , h e i r s o f H i s k i n g d o m ! T h e y a r e w o r s e f o r C h r i s t
ians than for others! We cajinot be but we can s_in le^, and less ^ and less

ft We are to walk as children of light because we are saints, because we be
l o n g t o a k i n g d o m , a n d b e c a u s e a r e l i g l i t . ( 7 - 1 4 ) L i t r h t a n d d a r k n e s s a r e t o t a l l y
i n i c o m p a t i b l e , e i t h e r p h y s i c a l l y o r s p i r i t u a l l y. T h i s e p i s t l e m a k e s f r e q u e n t c o n
t r a s t s b e t w e e n t h o s e w h o w e r e o n c e d a r k n e s s a n d a r e n o w l i g h t i n t h e L o r d . I n
Chap . 2 the image i s i n te rms o f be ing dfiad and now a l i ve . be tween s lave ry and son -
s h i p , b e i n g u n d e r t h e w r a t h o f G o d a n d b e i n g e m p o w e r e d t o 1 i v e f o r K i m . I n C h a p .
4 t h e p i c t u r e i s t h a t o f t h e o l d m a n v e r s u s t h e n e v ; m a n . H e r e i t i s l i g h t v e r s u s
d a r k n e s s . C o n d e n s i n g t h e r i c h n e s s o f t h e s e v e r s e s , w e o b s e r v e t h a t P a u l s a y s f o u r
t i l i n g s : L i g h t i s s o m e t h i n g C h r i s t i a n s a r e b e c a u s e t h e y b e l o n g t o G o d . Yo u a r e
l ight, yoii are God's children, so walk as children of l ight. ft Light produces



f r i i i t i n t e r m s o f w h a t i s ; 7 o o d a n d t r u e a n d r i g y h t . . . i u s t a s s u n l i g h t i n t h e p y s i c a l
v / o r l d i s e s s e n t i a l f o r t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f a l l c r o p s . C o n v e r s e l y l i g h t e x p o s e s
d a r k n e s s a n d i t s f r u i t s . . h e n c e r a t h e r t h a n c o o p e r a t e w i t h d a r k n e s s t h e b u s i n e s s o f
the Christian is to expose its evils. ^||f Light is the time to wake up. . . in the
l a n g u a g e o f a n a n c i e n t h y m n , w e l i v e i n a d a w n w h e n C h r i s t H i m s e l f g i v e s u s l i g h t
t o w a l k d u r i n g t h e n e w d a y .

ffS*. IValk CircumspectLv. []5-17). Some of you heard R.IC,Robinson use these words
in givlngl^ie memorial to my Aung Margaret Hopper at mission meeting, because of
h e r h a b i t o f b i d d i n g g o o d - b y e t o y o u n g m i s s i o n a r i e s w i t h t h e w o r d s : " Wa l k r j r p i n n -
^pec t l v. • ' Th i s was no t w i t hou t r eason , because t hes^ wo rd< means t o " l ook a round "
a n d h a ^ t l i e i d e a o f p r e c i s i o n o r a c r u x r a c y. M a k e s s u r e y o u w a l k c a v e f u l l v. w i t h _ £ x -
a c t n e s s . . . i u s t t h e o p p o s i t e o f c a r e l e s s l e s s l y . a j j n l . e . ' 5 . s _ l v , w i t h o u t g u i d . ^ ^ _ c e o r
f o r e t h o u g h t . C b . r i s t i a n s a r e t o u s e t h e i r h e a d s . ] ) e a l e r t , n o t s l e e p - v / a l k i n g , o r
d r i f t i n g t h r o u g h l i f e . S o m e o n e h a s s a i d t h a t n e x t t o H i s B i b l e p e r h a p s t " H o m o s t
i m p o r t a n t r e a d i n g f o r t l i e C h r i s t i s t h e d a i l y n e w s p a p e r . I f w e a r e t o w a l k i n l o v e
a n d t o w a l k i n t h e l i g h t , w e m u s t b e a w a r e o f w h a t i s g o i n g o n i n t h e w o r l d a b o u t
u s . . . i t s p i t f a l l s . i t s n e e d s . i t s p r o b l e m s . i t s d e s p a i j r . . . y e s e v e n i t s s i n , i t s
d e p a r a v i t v . i t s h o p e l e s s n e s s . P a u l b r i e fl y g i v e s fi v e r e a s o n s t o w a l k c i r c u m s p e c t ]

J*. It is a mark of vjisdom. Only fools drift. The \;ise man observes the gxiT-
i:enj;s^hcitiie sjtnxm5 and trims his ship accordingly,jPl Life is shor|...timc passes. Opportunities- are here today and perhaps gone
f o r e v e r t o m o r r o w. D i d y o u k n o w t h a t t h e w o r d " o p p o r t u n i t y " m e a n s " t o i / a r d t h e p o r t "
For sailing ships there was a moment when they could tac'k "tward the port'w but ^
o n c e p a s s e d , i t w a s d i f fi c u l t y , i f n o t i m p o s s i b l e , t o m a k e t h e h a r b o r . v / i t h l i t

y. The days are sv i l . P i t fa l ls and snares surround us. Chr is t ians must keep
a sha^ eye open to avoi'd being engulfed by the dark world around us.

^ ^ T n i T ^ d . . . H p e x n e c t s u s t o u s e i t . ' ' . U n d e r s t a n d w h a t t h e ,
jjU-11 ^f the Lord is."

p . n n H h n t ; g f 1 i . . 1 n n k i n g c a r e f u l l y h o w w c w a l k m a k e s i t p o s
s i b l e t o o b s e r v e t h e r o n d - s i g n f , o f G o d ' s w i l l f o r o u r l i v e s . E p h . 2 : 1 0 , " x o r w e .
g x e h i s v / o r k m a n s h i p , c r e a t e d i n C h r i s t J e s u s f o r G o o d v / o r k s , w h i c h G o d p r e p a r e d
TieJ Io reh^nd , t ha t we shou ld wa lk i n t hem. "

Cone 1 us ion . ("] 7 - 201 Paul' s. conclusion is the assurance of two bases of support and
stren'gt'li t^orfTocf's children to imitate Him...The Holy Spirit, and ChxlsXlaiL &2JJ-0W-
s M p .

W k B e fi l l e d w i t h t h e s p i r i t r a t h e r t h a n w i t h w i n e . S u b s t i t u t e f o r a l l v / o r l d -
ly a fica 1 stTurn 1 ants" the inner power of God's "Sptritf The power of the Spirit
i s n o t m e r e l y f o r p r e a c h i n g a n d w i t n e s s i n g a s o f t e n t h o u g h t , b u t a l w o f o r l i v i n g ,
f o r i m i t a t i n g G c d , f o r t h e d a i l y w a l k a s d e s c r i b e d h e r e . B u t v i n fi - H r i n V i n o d e e s
i l l u s t r a t e w h a t t h e S p i r i t c a n d o . W i n e i m p o s e s a n o u t s i d e c o n t r o l c a u s i n g m a n
to lose his self-control; The Spirit, aljo an outside cojtrol. puts man under God's
control. Wine temiDorarily induces a^^^r^ain cheer and artificial i ov; the
f r u i t o f t h e S p i r i t i s a l s o j o y .♦ . o f t h e r e a l a n d p e r m a n e n t v a r i e t y i n t h e L o r d .
IP V/ine-drinking lubricates a certain conviviality and sociability with the boysI T ) t h e t a v e r n ; T h e S p i r i t b r i n g s t r u e f e l l o w s h i p k n i t t i n g m e n ' s h e a r t s t o g e t h e r
a n d c r e a t i n g t h e b o d y o f C h r i s t w e c a l l H i s C h u r c h .

Q This brings us to the other basis supporting our walk in imitation of God,Christian fellow^shlp. . . "ad-dressing one anothitr| in psalms and hymns and spiritual
S j o n g s , s i n g i n g a n d m a k i n g m e l o d y t o t h e L o r d w i t h a l l y o u r h e a r t . " C h r i s t i a n s m u s t
g-a-tinu: as Christians, join in worship, recharge their spiritual batteries if they
a r e t o g o o u t t o w a l k i n l o v e , w a l k a s c h i l d r e n o f l i g h t , a n d w a l k c i r c u m s p e c t l y .
T h i s i p p r e s s e d u s t d i i s s u m m e r . I w a s d i s c u s s i n g c a m p u s C h r i s t i a n l i f e w i t h J i m
Abrahams on, pastor/)f the church our David attended at Chapel Hill, and V7here*~ne and
h i s b r i d e m e t . T h i s c h u r c h i s n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l , t h e p a s t o r p r e a c h e s s t r a i g h t
Bib l ica l exposi tory sermons,yet i t a t t racts some 500 students in a campus commun-
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l a r g e l y ( i n t i - r e -
c h u r c h e s a b o u n d

, ly a handfu l o f s tudents. J observed that Chr is t ian students seemed
better off on secular universi ty campuses than in most of our denominat ional school
which seemed ever i^ more hazardous sp i r i tua l ly. H is rep ly : "That is t rue, prov ided
tnere is a believing community. v<Avl»» v»Aa-/ •""i fH(L.iUvff

Those tiny Christian groups in Epiiesus and Lorinrh were Just such bejieving commun
i t ies in the midst o f paganism and v ice and persecut ion. . .where ind iv idua l Chr is
t i a n s d e r i v e d s t r e n g t h t o s u r v i v e . A O u r A l i c e ' s h u s b a n d , J a c k , f o u n d . s u c h a g r o u p
w i th the Nav iga to rs i n t he A i r fo ree . Ba r ren , s ta t i oned i n the amy in Co lo rado
joined the " i^our Seasons". . . young people banded together for Bible study, Christ ia i
s e r v i c e , a n d s i m p l y t o e n j o y c l e a r o u t i n g s t o g e t h e r . D a v i d a n d L i z a f o u n d t h i s
s u p p o r t i n g f e l l o w s h i p ( a n d e a c h e t h e r ) i n o n e o f t h e s m a l l e r f e l l o w s h i p g r o u p s
w i t h i n t h a t C h a p e l H i l l c h u r c h . W e s a w t h i s o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g a t D e c a t u r C h u r c h m
w h e r e a f t e r m o r n i n g w o r s h i p t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o o d a b o u t o n t h e l a w n d r i n k i n g
punch and enjoying being together in Christ ian community, vre saw i t on the night
w h e n E m o r y N u r s i n g S c h o o l s t u d e n t s r e c e i v e d t h e i r p i n s - i A i ^ t e r a c e r e m o n y t o t a l l y
d e v o i d o f a n y r e l i g i o u s e l e m e n t i n s p i t e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n o r i g i n s o f t h a t u n i v e r
s i t y, C h r i s t i a n n u r s e m e m b e r s o f t h e K o i n o n i a f e l l o w s h i p a n d t h e i r p a r e n t s m e t
f o r a b r i e f h y m n 5 i n g . . . a s m a l l g r o u p w i t h w i d e l y d i v e r s e b a c k g r o u n d s y e t w i t h a
c o m m o n b o n d o f u n i t y i n C h r i s t . . . a g r o u p w h i c h h a d b e e n t h e b e l i e v i n g c o m m u n i t y
f o r M a r g a r e t . W e f o u n d i t S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n i n D e c a t u r w h e n w e v i s i t e d h e r fi a n
c e e ' s c h u r c h . . . a " h o u s e c h u r c h " i f y o u p l e a s e . . . w h e r e s o m e 5 0 Av e r e p a c k e d i n t o
a n o r d i n a r y h o m e . . . m o s t l y y o u n g m a r r i e d c o u p l e s , v e t e r a n s f r o m t h e a r m e d s e r v i c e s ,
many t ouched by Nav iga t c r J l s . ,Avho come t oge the r Av i t h s t r ong t i e s o f Ch r i s t i an f e l -
l o A v s h i p t o b e f e d o f a s o l i d d i e t o f B i b l i c a i e x p o s i t i o n w i t h n o n e o f t h e t r u t h s
A ^ a t e r e d d o w n o r i g n o r e d . I t h i n k w e s e e i t h e r e i n K o r e a i n o u r m i s s i o n s t a t i o n s ,
i n o u r C h r i s t i a n f e l l o v / s h i p o n - C ] A i d i " S a n - o r Ta J x l i o n B e a c h , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f
c o u n t l e s s l i t t l e c h u r c h e s a n d C h r i s t i a n i n s t i t u t i o n s . C o m m o n t o a l l o f t h e s e i s
F i u t u a l f r i e n d s h i p , s p i r i t u a l o n e n e s s i n C h r i s t , d e s i r e t o h e l p o n e a n o t h e r i n e v e n
t h e m o s t m u n d a n e f a s k s o f l i v i n g , s u p p o r t i n g o n e a n o t h e r i n p r a y e r, a n d s o o n .
V /hen t hese become an end i n t hemse l ves , as un fo r t una te l y some t imes happens . . . a
s o r t o f c l o s e d f o r t x e 3 . s e x i s t i n g o n l y t o s u s t a i n a n d d e f e n c l - i t s e l f - - - t h p y f a i l
G o d ' s p u r p o s e . B u t A v h e n t h e y n o u r i s h a n d r e v i t a l i z e s p i r i t u a l l i f e , s e n d i n g
C h r i s t i a n s o u t i n t o t h e A \ ' o r l d t o b e i m i t a t o r s o f G o d a s b e l o v e d c h i l d r e n , t h e n
t h e y g o f o r t h t o A v a l k i n l o v e , t o A \ f a l k a s c h i l d r e n o f l i g h t , t o w a l k c i r c u m s p e c t l y
" T h e r e f o r e b e i m i t a t o r s o f G o d , a s b e l o v e d c h i l d r e n I "

V . ' h e n w e w a l k A v i t h t h e L o r d
I n t h e l i g h t o f H i s A v o r d
What a glory He sheds on our Av^ay.
When Ave do His good Avill
H e a b i d e s w i t h u s s t i l l
And Av i th a l l avJ io w i l l t rus t and obey.
Trust and obey, for there's nQd»ther way
To b e h a p p y i n J e s u s , b u t t o t r u s t a n d o b e y.



C / T •

()CĴ u.CLKî
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL TH ING IN THE HORLD ' _ <J

5 l l ^ i ^

Sc r i p tu re read ing : Eph . 5 :21 -6 : ' ^

Text: "Be subject to one another in the fear of Christ." "Zj.A ^.'2-V

^hat is the most beautiful thing in the world? |s it l-Jestern North Carolina in
the spring with dogwood and azalea and tulips in bloom, meadows and laĵ  a soft
green, and the ̂ shining from a cloudless sky? Is it the majestic Aj£ ,̂ with mighty
crags crowned with glistening white snow? Is it some priceless Eainting, some
inspiring symphony orchestra, some pal^ or c^^JCal? Is it beautiful cjjiih^, a
sparkling diamond r_̂  or a)ne«J[ automobile? Whî o we all appreciate the beauty of the
world God has created and many of the objects made by men...! submit that neither
Ruckinoham palace in London or Biltmore house in Asheville can begin to compete with
the beauty of a Christian home. "Things" have their day but eventually pass away,
flowers in the garden or pjintinas on the wall or the sjno^ of the mountains
disappear, but a Christian home will carry into eternity qualities of beauty which
survive forever. Christian homes p^vide the church, they produce
the leaders of society and nation, ^they wi±i- multiply the poguU^iop-of heaven.

T t i f t r n r i i r i n m I f f " n o t n e r s " u a y ^ u u i t u i u u i

example of Godly moth'̂s'̂ ĉ̂age and admonish those ityfJheir congregations.
can thank God for the sacrifice and love of motherŝ V̂ hey can exhort children to
honor and obey their mothers. £ome of us have only the memo^ of mothers who have
long since gone to their heavenly homes. They w_ere the ones who in an era without
automatic washinĝ m̂achuTes, central heatjng, indoor pEumJaJjig, antibiotic dj:i)3.5, or
automobi to keep their children fed, ^lean, and heaj^t^...and we must honor
them for that. Somehow tfag* modern motherj seems even busier despite all the-modern
conveniences, but they too deserve our qratitude and love as they labor to make homes
attractive and healthv and happy. l^ememberinq that the mother is often the' ^

center of the activities of the home, shining like a^booutifuJ diamond in the setting
of a fine gold ring, let's thinl̂ of̂ he Chj-i_5̂ i home,. .which includes the father and

■ " 7 ^ t h e c h i I d r e n a s w e l l . S o m e o f u s l i v e a l o n e , s o m e o f u s h a v e s e e n m o s t o f t h o s e

f o r m e r l y i n o u r h o m e s g r o w u p a n d l e a v e o r m o v e t o t h e i r e t e r n a l h o m e , s o m e o f u s a r e

j u s t e s t a b l i s h i n g h o m e s , s o m e o f u s a r e g r o w i n g u p a n d l o o k f o r w a r d t o h o m e s o f o u r
own. ^(^^coj^ider now what I am cal l ing the most_ beaut i f ul thing in the world; The

T H E C H R I S T I A N H O M E .

I. GOD>S tJORD AND THE CHRISTIAN HQMÊ
A. The very first thing God did for man was to give him a wife and thus establish



the home. He had no sooner created Adam» than He said; "It is not good for the man to
be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for^him." Uith the creation of Eve, God
made family life possible. From ^the beginning He wanted people to live in ha^y

through Scripture, God uses the ijnaq^y of the home and the
relat ionships wi th in the fami ly re lat ionships to i l lust rate His ^re of us, and our
obi iqations to Him, and our ^proper way to live as His children. ^He__cal_ls Himself our

fn^^h^_passage we have just read, the relationship of
h u s b a n d a n d w i f e i l l u s t r a t e s t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t f o r H i s c h u r c h . E v e r y w h e r e i n t h e

Word of God the, home is exalted. Could it be that one reason for this is that a
Christian home is truly just a bit of heaven^n earth.. .and that God wants all the
wor Id.. .especial ly the part which disreg^ards Him...to see and desire this most
b e a u t i f u l t h i n g i n a l l t h e w o r l d ?

B. Home life occupies_a_gia_ior_Bi^££^"^0"g basic rul^es by which God ordained
that they should live, the Ten Commandments delivered to Moses on Mt. Sinai and
engraved on tab le ts o f s tone that they might endure forever.

p^4-5Tr5TSBfcHp^Ni£t>iee«—tiumOTxbe>rtgS-*Q^̂ hg»^̂ >itT'Two have to do directly with family
l i f e i n t h e h o m e ^ » « B t ^ 7 ^ P ^ ^ t o g C t w ,

—

1. "Hnnnr thv father and thv mnthej-; that thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee." Th&A^»5 the firth—cpmmandmDnt and—it io the
foundat ion our Creator la id for home l i fe . The ce lebra t ion o f -a spec ia l day Tu i uu«^

< y T m o t h e r s for -nm—fSl'htfrs, is one way we^rui^toinar i I7 obey this commandment.. .but it

SC. fa r more than - .p rooon t i i ng them
4

i-feh a,dozen red rose_s or a box of chocolates. -LL

means tha t 365 days in the year we show Qrat i tud .e fo r what parents do fo r us , we

respect thei r mature wisdom, we accept thei r guidance, we obey thei r wishes. In Eoh.
6:1 Paul points out^tJaat this commandment has a promise attached to it, "that it may
be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth." ^^l^drenj_do you want to
be happy? "^ji^be^ way is to honor your parents.. .resgg^, love> and obey them.

i s e v e n t h e b e s t g u a r a n t e e o f a l o n g l i f e ! . F u r t h e r m n r p . t h i s i s t h e e x a c t

pattern of how we should honor our̂ [|'̂ dt̂ r ̂ —heaven...and the blessings are the
s a m e . . " t h a t i t m a y b e w e l l w i t h y o u a n d t h a t y o u m a y l i v e l o n g . . . n o t j u s t o n t h e

e a r t h . . . b u t f o r e v e r i n H i s h e a v e n l y h o m e . "

g. "Thou Shalt not cnmmit. ̂ rii|i t.pr v , " The_Q±lwi- Commandment HPAT-fnrr-̂ T̂ ^̂  '
home- is CTie Seventh. How many homes are filled with unhappj^ngss and even dr-trn
because of failure to keep this,.commandment? How many repjjtations have been destroveri

« — -when marriage^^j^B have not been kept...as we ti52;^^i^reminded all too often
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rcTTby. the s tar t l ing newspaper head l ines and lu r id deta i ls on TV? How many
people are suffering prolonged p.ain_and a^oni^^jJPQ deaths because failure to obey this
law of God is producing a terrible world-wLde..-sco.ui:qe of disease affecting both the

guilty and the innocent? ^Ho^^_man^ lives of phi Idren and yt^ng^e^ le have been warped
a n d t w i s t e d a n d d i s i l l u s i o n e d b y w r e c k e d m a r r i a g e s ? T h ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ o e s n o t c o n c e a l t h e

fatie^*a< many times.God's people failed to observe this commandment, and invariably
±hiii rcoultrd—in^ Snhappiness, puruj^hnj^t. God gave this commandment to a
nation which was surrounded by peoples whose cultures knew nothing of the sanct i ty of

marriage and purity in sexual relationships, yet He demanded of His people, "You shall
be holy, as I the Lord Thy God am holyi'V Thank God for every Christian home where
this commandment is obeyed, ^here in the fiure love of parents, children
see an illustration of ChrJ^'s love for His church, and of the hgXijQe5a.Jii—-God our
h e a v e n l y F a t h e r .

C^_God_^_^^5ent_Hi5__^Son^_^into__a__God^^^hom^ Uhen Gabriel tuiS^the Virgin Mary that
s h e w o u l d h a v e a S o n , h e s a i d , " H a i l . f a v o r e d o n e ! T h e L o r d i s w i t h y o u . . . y o u h a v e

found favor with God." . Tt i =; of Joseph,^er husband, that he was "a righteous
man." Thora ncoplp wi?gg^deeDlv conscious oi'̂ t̂fee^̂ r̂elationship to God, they wanted to
obey Him, from the start they presented Jesus in the temple, when He was old enough

they took H im to obse rve the Passove r i n Je rusa lem, ^^^gn^e^ i t i s w r i t t en tha t He
" ^creased in wisdom and sjfcAiun.e, and in favor _with God and man." .--Jtrs^^g-igggms-Xt-o

M a r y c o n t i n u e d t o l o v e a n d c a r e f o r h e r S o n a n d w a s t h c N f c c w i t h

Him in that terrible hour when'^li® died on the cross. Among last words of JesO-s
w e r e t h o s e a s k i n g H i s f r i e n d J o h n t o t a k e c a r e o f H i s m o t h e r .

i s e v e r y r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t G o d d e l i b e r a t e l y p u t H i s S o n i n a h o m e

where He was sur rounded by love and c^rg and muiLual r^^ect . . .an example for any

C h r i s t i a n h o m e t o d a y t o f o l l o w .

T h e A o o s t l e s w r o t e o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f C h r i s t i a n h o m e s . T h e o a s s a o e h e r e i n
5": 1J

E p h e s i a n s i s p e r h a p s t h e m o s t d e t a i l e d . t h e fi r m f o u n d a t i o n o f a C h r i s t i a n h o m e
i-c. pyproccort in SiQ*-. "Be Subject to one aether in the fear of Christ." These words

—^ come at the end of Paul's instructions to tho iphcoiawG as to how to beh^e in their

ch iLC^, but they a lso preface h is exhor ta t ions about fami ly re la t ionships. . .and
p e r h a p s w i t h r e a s o n , b e c a u s e f o r 5 0 0 y e a r s a f t e r C h r i s t t h e r e w e r e n o f o r m a l c h u r c h

buildings, but worship was held in the hofr>g's tjf Christian^f-aiiii 1 res so that often
c h u r c h a n d h o m e w e r e t h e s a m e . V u - u i i u U c g r - f t r e i t t h a t t h e h u s b a n d i s

—^ tJg head of the household, something widely disputed in our own day, but quickly goes
on to admonish them to iovetheir^i ves,.. in fact he says so fayr_tjJlie5 in this one
paragraph! In hiS gPi^tie Peter goes further, "Youtusba^, live with your wives in



a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g w _ a y ? a s w i t h a w e a k e r v e s s e l ? s i n c e s h e i s a w o m a n ; a n d g r a n t h e r

honor as a fell(^-heir of the grace of life? so that your prayers may not be
h i n d e r e d . " ( I P e t . 3 : 7 ) O n t h e o t h e r h a n d h e a s k s w i v e s t o " b e s u b j e c t t o y o u r o w n

husbands? as to the Lord^^ (5:2S) ? and to "respect her husband." <5;33) ^^^^^ociety
w h e r e w i v e s w e r e o f t e n t r e a t e d a s l i t t l e m o r e t h a n s l a v e s ? P a u l a n d P e t e r w e r e s e t t i n g

a _ 5 t a n d a r d J p y g . a n d r _ i q h t s a n d o r i v i 1 e o e s a n d o b i i g a t i j i p s o f e a c h

party as well as a certain ^ qf_authorijby and jgrijerX.iog_55.. .not that one should
dominate the other but that each know theij: pjace and functLon,

3 ri n"t qpt aioay—from -Hstoing-^ the relationship of man and wife to
i l lustrate that of Chr ist and His church and vice-versa. ^he_sugreme example of how a

husband should love his wife is by compel son with how Christ loved the church "and
gave himself up for hei5f...a relationship based not ot^#1 ruling^^ with an iron fist
o f au thor i ty? but a love w i l l ing to sacr ifice sg j j f t 'o r the gne_ who is loved. And jus t

as the purpose of Christ giving Himself was to ^aoctify^ the_church in order to present
h e r " i n a l l h e r g l o r y ? h a v i n g n o s p o t o r w r i n k l e o r a n y s u c h t h i n g ; b u t t h a t s h e

s h o u l d b e h o l y a n d b l a m e l e s s " s o t h e h u s b a n d s h o u l d l o v e h i s w i f e . P a u l d o e s n o t

forget the chi ldren.. .exhort ing them to obe^ j tnd J ionor their parents? and on the other
h a n d i n s t r u c t i n g f a t h e r s ( a n d I a m s u r e h e w o u l d i n c l u d e m o t h e r s ) n o t t o " p r o v o k e y o u r

c h i l d r e n t o a n g e r ? b u t t o b r i n g t h e m u p i n t h e d i s c i p l i n e a n d i n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e

Lord." <6:A> I am a firm believer that a strong sense of_ security rtiakQO fe-r not only
a happy home? bû l̂ '̂ ^ children who develop soĉ â ŷ? inteH_ectuajJy> moraHy and
spj^itu^ly as healthy mature adults and Chri^stians. I^hen chi Idren know that there is
l o v e b e t w e e n p a r e n t s , a n d b e t w e e n p a r - e n ^ a n d c h i l d r e n , t h a t t h e r e i s o r d e r a n d

respect for —u ILei^ ights, o^vJ^. that discipl ine is administered f i rmly but with
love . . . t hey know the i r f ee t s tand upon the so l i d rock o f secu r i t y. ^s t o f a l l
their security rests on the place^^o^ LordJia^ in t^^j^jney as we'-are admont-shecf^n
n u r : ^ n ? r t : " B e s u b j e c t t o o n e a n o t h e r i n t h e f e a r o f C h r i s t . " " F e a r " h e r e m e a n s

n o t o n l y a w e b u t a l s o r e v e r e n c e a n d r e s p e c t . A n d t h i s b r i n g s u s t o t h e o t h e r p o i n t I

w a n t t o m a k e i n t h i s m e s s a g e .

l i . W H A T M A K E S A H O M E C H R I S T I A N ?

^^_^n^^^hi^^ti3rWHome^h^^5j^j^Lor^ This is the setting in which Paul ockc uc
- t D , J i g ^ s u b j e c t t o o n e a n o t h e r . T h e r e a l " b o s s " o f t h e h o m e i s n e i t h e r h u s b a n d n o r

w i f e , b u t J e s u s C h r i s t . A l l d e c i s i o n s m u s t b e m a d e w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o H i m . H h a t w i l l

please Him? Uhat will further His will? What will best demonstrate wS^ kind of
S a v i o u r H e i s b e f o r e t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d ?



All of us know what a difference it can make as to who the store or
factory where we work, who is ^JCijnci^l of the school we attend, or who ^ove^s our
land. murh more the One who is the Sug^me^uj^^Wty in our home!
\ U h e n J e s u s i s L o r d , H i s

spirit of service and wj_H.5jnSP^S^ evident. Uhen Jesus is Lord, His
Spirit produces the fruit of "1.3^ joy* peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self control." And supremely, when Jesus is Lord, His
kind of love wiiJ pervad^the atmosphere of the home...the kind of love which cares
more for the other than oneseLf, willingly sacr:^f,i^s for another, things,
beJdfiXes all things, h^^^s all things, enduc^s all things"..."never fails."

B. In a Christi^h^e, the Bible is central. thi^—^tg-gri ^ QrcM
family Bible with'̂ Allll̂ tte-births, marriages and deaths jCHcnrdod uii Lho front pag^
lying prominently in-i tn-p+^rp on a-table rn the parloijubut never opened. No, we mean
a faithfully .read and studied "rule of far^jif ^r ac t i ce." If Christ is Lord of the
home, then Word of Cod is thâ TLTl̂  book Jay which—family lives: In our home we
have a number of modern gad^^s. We have a micro-wave^ and with it a manual
which we must study in order to use it properly. We have an automobile, <*t2^with
an owner's manual which should help us to use it over a long period of time.

U^eneve r I can ' t figu re ou t how to use one

of these things, I look up the directions. Vei I would prevent breakdowns and
get better us^e if I read these directions regularly and kept them in mind and didn't
have tol̂ ^b^^ tl̂  filing CQbinct in emergencies. So with the Word of God. . .faithfully
and daily examined as God's manual for life, it is^-Lrntr1 frn*-ure of the Christian
home. Children who see their parents reading their Bibles, will know that here is the
manual by which God expects home life to be ordered.

C . I n a C h j ^ i s t i a n H o m e _ _ t h e r e _ J _ 5 _ _ F ^ m i X y _ ^ o i l S b l £ ' a n y t h i n g e l s e H r - c r o r

mcccaqc today, this may be the most important. the family gathers daily for
, worship, there wf^-l-be-^evidence that Christ is Lflr^, and the Wo^ of ^d central. If

the Christian Home is the most beautiful thing in the world, then in t h a t ■HtrrTTre the most

b e a u t i f u l f e a t u r e o f ^ ^ i s t o s e e f a t h e r, m o t h e r, a n d c h i l d r e n w o r s h i p p i n g t o g e t h e r.
\ / J x ^ ■^ - o f v i s h a v e h e a r d m a n y t i m e s e j t e r t h a t t h e f a m i l y t h a t p r a y s t o g e t h e r s t a y s

together* but that can bo—avpanHcri to—SAy—tba-fc--Such a family receives all the
b l e s s i n g s o f b e i n g a t r u e h o u s e h o l d o f f a i t h , w h e r e G o d s u p p l i e s e v e r y n e e d , g u i d _ e s
a l l f oo ts teps , and s t reng thens fo r eve ry task . "The re i s no th ing tha t w i l l smoo th ou t

ajj^the little tangles and set all wrong things right again 1 ike^^^ daj^lj^^wor^hjp^
t o g e t h e r . " ( H i 1 l e r 1 8 0 )



Many are the excuses offered for failure to have family worship, ^ack of time is
the favorite...but we have time to eat, time for TV, time to make money, time for all
sorts of other things. ̂ ive-̂ ime to these matters but fail to give time to
worship God de-we—ntrk mak̂ Him ̂ prnndarv_, fee- lAliinu elsp?̂ thers >eiî  say they are
too timid...but when the crises of family life overwheI^I^us, will we not regret that
we have failed in our weaknê  to claim God'ŝ owgr? C^Still others hesitate
because not all in the family are professing Christians, and yet here is the
opportunity to fulfillia?̂ ^ feĥ fundamental responsibility of—sAi=?̂ hristian5 to
w i t n e s s .

I n m v o p i n i o n , t h e b e s t w a y f o r e v e r y f a m i l y t o ^ 5 5 - w i t h f a m i l y
worship. It may be around the breakfast table, or seated in the living room...but
such a gathering will set the tone^for the day and at berime help us to look back
upon a day God has b l essed w i t h and use fu l ness .

Family worship may take many patterns. Some like to siOQ'♦.and this is one way
even litt le children learn our hymns...words and tunes that wil l be remembered to
their dying day. Some like to follow a devotional guide like the ones provided by
m a n y c h u r c h e s , s u c h a s " w h i c h o f f e r s a S c r i p t u r e p a s s a g e , w i t h a
brief devotional message, and a short prayer. For families with l itt le children, one
of the best ways is the practice in the home where I grew up and the one we followed
in our own home for many years . . . the read ing o f a chapter f rom a good

Book, which puts the whole Bible in simple language so that l-i±Ei=3%T^ from ijvf^ncy
ch i ld ren learn the s to r ies o f Abraham and Moses, o f Dav id and Dan ie l , o f the l i fe o f

Jesus and His teachings and miracles, death and resurrect ion. Hhen they are older the

Bible itself may be read, but already the panorama of God's dealing with men through
h i s t o r y w i l l b e p l a n t e d i n t h e i r m i n d s . A t M t . S i n a i t h e C h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l w e r e
i n s t r u c t e d h o w t o u s e t h e W o r d o f G o d r e v e a l e d t o t h e m : " Y o u s h a l l t e a c h t h e m

d i l i g e n t l y t o y o u r s o n s a n d s h a l l t a l k o f t h e m w h e n y o u s i t i n y o u r h o u s e a n d w h e n y o u
w a l k b y t h e w a y a n d w h e n y o u l i e d o w n a n d w h e n y o u r i s e u p . " ( D e u t . 6 : 7 ) ^ D a _ ^ ^

exposure to the truths and influenc^ of the divine Word "will weave into the
(childrensM memory of their home golden and silver threads which will^remain bright
forever . " (Mi Her 185) And all worship should fnTftEe prayer-l̂ prayoT̂ '̂ ^ the needs of
the home, for the children in school, for other loved ones and friends...especially
those in sickness or other need...guidance in work of the day, for the church." Even
littje childrejo may be encouraged to talk to God in family prayers.

Pr In a Christian Home, the rhurch is the focus of family activity. Our modern
way of life is so crp^d with activities outside the home that we



direction returning only to eat and sleep. Not only °ur jobs, but OiiftS' 5S£i.al
events, athletics, responsibi 1 ities.. .al 1 clai. ti.e and attention. Jla^
these are'̂ d and worthwhile and as a rule can be ways t.o_ex£ress our Christian
faith ..but supremely the whole family should find in their̂ ĥ̂  stâ «e the place
of worship, of fellowship, of mutual support. ̂ V̂th this should be our use of
Sunday, the Lord's Day. 1 know that the complexities of our culture make demands upon
the Sabbath, but it should be a day when the worship of God's house claims firŝ 3i££5
and God's provision for n t̂jpm f̂ĉ  give time to relax eUXSiSlUV

e o i r i t i i A l r e - c h a r o i n a n e e d e d f o r t h em e n t a l t h e s ^ i r i U ^ e ^ z c h a r a i n g n e e d e d f o r t h e d a y s
a'h Î̂  '""ihe pillars of the church are the Christian families who use the Lmzdlŝ y
as the Creator ordained from the beginning of time, and aathsiOB_Bi:ay,and_ET̂  and
hear the Word of God in fellowship with others of the household of faith in His
c h u r c h .

If we want to honor our mothers, not just on the Snd Sunday of May each year, but
e v e r y d a y i n
world 15 a Christian̂ m̂  May God̂ rant that every home ĥ  r̂ resented may become
just a bit of heaven on earth. . .ajoretaste^^of^^^^

C l o s i n o o r a v e r ;

God, give us Christian homes!Homes where the Bi^le is loved and taught.
Homes where the Master's wil l is sought.
Homes crowned with beauty Thy love hath wrought
God, give us Christian homes!
God, give us Christian homes!
Homes where the fa,t-her is true and strong,
Homes that are free from the bl ight of wrong,
Homes that are joyous with love and song;
God, give us Christian homes!
God, give us Christian homes!
Homes where the mnthpr. in queenly quest.
Strives to show others Thy way is best.
Homes where the Lord is an honored guest;
God, give us Christian homes!
God, give us Christian homes!
Homes where the cJUjljIrPh are led to know
Christ in His beauty Who loves them so,
Homes where the altar fires burn and glow;
God, give us Christian homes!



Te x t : " F i g h t t h e g o o d fi g h t o f t h e f a i t h , " T T i m . 6 ; 1 2 a
i s c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : E p h . 6 : 1 0 - 2 0

f ( / s l r S

P a u l w a s a g e n e r a l i n t h e S a l v a t i o n A r m y. P e p r e a c h e d p e a c e h u t h e w a s n o n a c i -
P i . s t . H e k n e w t h a t n e r m a n e n t p e n c e w i t h i n m e n a n d a m o n g m e n c o m e s o n l y h e w a g i n g
war fa re w i th w ickedness . Pau l was a c ; tT ' ' ^dy n iH war r in r who knew the weapons and
t a c t i c s o f S a t a n a n d h i s c o h o r t s . H e d e l i g h t e d i n d e s c r i b i n g C h r i s t i a n L i v i n g a s
^ G o o d F i < z h t . L i k e a n y s e a s o n e d s o l d i e r w h o p a s s e s o n h i $ e x p e r i e n c e s t o o t h e r s ,
t h i s v e t e r a n o f s p i r i t u a l w a r f a r e o f t e n u s e d m i l i t a r y l a n r u a p e w h e n e x h o r t i n g
C h r i s t i a n s t o b a t t l e # a g a i n s t t e m p t a t i o n a n d s i n a n d S a t a n . H i s c h a r g e t o a y o u n g
s o l d i e r o f t h e c r o s s n a m e d T i m o t h y i s o u r t e x t : " F i g h t t h e g o o d o f t h e f a i t h
a p a r t o f T Ti m . 6 : 1 2 . N o r e a l C h r i s t i a n c a n l i v e h i s r e l i g i o n w i t h o u t fi g h t i n g
t h e g o o d fi g h t . S o m e o f y o u m a y c a l l y o u r s e l v e s C h r i s t i a n , h u t e v e r y d a y y o u r s u r -
r e n d e r t o t h e e n e m y. I f s o , y o u a r e c o w a r d s i n t h e g o o d fi g h t . S o m e o F y o u m a y
w a n t t o fi g h t h u t fi n d y o u r s e l v e s c o n s t a n t l y d e f e a t e d h y s i n . I f s o , y o u n e e d
n r n t e r . t i n n f o r t h e g o o d fi g h t . S o m e o f y o u m a y h e fi g h t i n g a n d \ < L n n i n g h u t y o u
f e e l l o n e s o m e a n d h e l p l e s s i n t h e t e r r i b l e s t r u g g l e . I f s o , y o u n e e d c o n fi d e n c e
t h a t y o u c a n c a l l i n r e i n f o r c e m e n t s f o r t h e g o o d fi g h t . I n F b h e s i a n s s i x , P a u l
s o u n d s h i s c a l l t o a r m s f o r t h e C o o d F i g h t , t e l l i n g u s a b o u t ( b i i r A d v e r s a r y, o u r
A f m o r n n d o u r A l l i e s .

i g h t i s c o n -
q u e s t i o n s i s " y e s " a c c o r d i n g t o P a u l ' s e x p e r i e n c e .

H e s a y s w e m u s t s t a n d a g a i n s t t h e " w i l e s o f t h e d e v i l . " " F o r o u r w r e s t l i n g i s n o t
a g a i n s t fl e s h a n d b l o o d , b u t a g a i n s t t h e p r i n c i p a l i t i e s , a g a i n s t t h e p o w e r s , a -
p a i n s t t h e w o r l d r u l e r s o f t h i s d a r k n e s s , a g a i n s t t h e s n i r i t u a l h o s t s o f w i c k e d
n e s s i n t h e h e a v e n l y n l a c e s . " H e m u s t s t a n d i n " t h e e v i l d a v . " w a t c h i n g d a y a n d
n i g h t , a l e r t , r e a d y t o n u e n c h a l l t h e fi e r v d a r t s o f t h e e v i l o n e . O u r a d v e r s a r y
i s s t r o n g a n d s u M t e . h e i s e x p e r i e n c e d a n d t i r e l e s s . h e i s a l w a v s a t v / o r k n o m a t
t e r w h e r e w e t u r n . W e c a l l o u r a d v e r s a r y t h e _ d e v i l . o r S a t a n .

The New Testament everywhere assumes the presence and power and persona l i t y o f
Satan as an evil being opposed to all that is good and true. Some people laugh*
a t t h e i d e a t h a t t h e r e i s a d e v i l . T h e y s a y t h a t b e l i e f i n h i s e x i s t e n c e c r e p t
i n t o t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h f r o m h e a t h e n r e l i g i o n s . T h e y c l a i m t h a t a r i g h t e o u s a n d
good God could not al low the presence of the devi l in His universe. Such people
are s imply shut t ing their eyes to the test imony of the Bib le, and of Jesus, and
o f o u r n v / n e x n e r i e n c e . " T o J e s u s C h r i s t . . . S a t a n w a s n o fi g u r e o f s p e e c h ; b u t a
t h i n k i n g a n d a c t i v e b e i n g , o f w h o s e p r e s e n c e a n d i n fl u e n c e H e s a v ; t o k e n s e v e r y
where. "(XB VT 99). Jesus regarded Satan as His great antagonist and told His dis
c i p l e s t o n r a v f o r d e l i v e r a n c e f r o m t h e F v i l O n e . W e k n e w t h a t S a t a n d o e s n o t
s t a n d a l o n e b u t h a s a t h i s d i s p o s a l a n i m p o s i n g a r r a y o f s p i r i t u a l p o w e r - - d e m o n s
a n d u n c l e a n s p i r i t s . P a u l c a l l e d t h e s e " p r i n c i p a l i t i e s , p o w e r s , w o r l d r u l e r s o f
t h i s d a r k n e s s , s p i r i t u a l h o s t s o f A ^ i c k e d n e s s " a n d s o o n . T ' e k n e w t h a t S a t a n i s
t h e c l e v e r o v e r l o r d o f a l l t h e s e e v i l f o r c e s w h i c h w e f a c e o n e v e r y s i d e .

I f C h r i s t i a n s a r e t o fi g h t t h e G o o d F i g h t w e m u s t b e a c q u a i n t e d w i t h o u r a d v e r s a r
i e s . W e d o n ' t k n o w m u c h a b o u t S a t a n ' s o r i g i n , e x c e p t h i n t s t h a t h e w a s a h e a v e n l y
b e i n g w h o r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t G o d a n d e v e r s i n c e h a s o p p o s e d t h e f o r c e s o f r i g h t e o u s
n e s s i n t h e u n i v e r s e . S o m e o f o u r i d e a s a b o u t h i m m a y b e w r o n g ; a l o t o f t h e m
c o m e f r o m J o ^ n M i l t o n ' s p o e m , ' ' P a r a d i s e L o s t : ' ' b u t t h e r e i s n o d o u b t a b o u t h i s
e x i s t e n c e a c c o r d i n g t o t h e B i b l e . H e w a s t h e fi r s t s i n n e r a n d i s t h e f o u n t a i n o f
. g i n . F a l s e h o o d a n d h a t r e d a r e h i s c h i e f q u a l i t i e s . J e s u s c a l l e d h i m a m i i r d e r e a r
a n d t h e £ n t h o r o f 1 i e s . A s t V i P r v r T r n f l . f > n f f h i c h e p r n n o t e s ^ ^ n t r e d a n d W a r
fa re and b i t t e rness and s t r i f e and da i i l l l _and - ^eg r^nnr len ry de l i ah t ing in M nod 7
s h e d a n d i n t o l e r n n r e a n d i m n o r a 1 i t v a n d n o d i e s c n e s s . S a t a n w o r k s t h r o u g h m e n . ,
s o m e o f t h e m o b v i o u s l y h i s t o o l s , o t h e r s d i f fi c u l t t o d i s c e r n . W e c a n n o t b e



n f ^ Ti t f a l i n t h i s w o r l d w a r b e t w e e n R O o d a n d e v i l . I Ve a r e e i t h e r s e r v a n t ; ^ o f H n d
Q r s e r v a n t s o f S a t a n . T h e d e v i l i s a s S v l v n s a - f ^ o x , a n d c a n e v e n n e r v e - r t t h e
g o o d t b a t i s i n t h e b e s t o f u s t o s u i t h i s p u r p o s e s . H e c a n t e m p t a s a i n t a n d
u s e h i m t o t w i s t t h e t r u t h . I n ^ ^ i s i n fi n i t e u L a a - , H o d a l l o w s S a t a n t e m p o r a r y
p o w e r, b u t a s H i s K i n g d o m a d v a n c e s t h e d e v i l ' s d o m a i n d i m i n i s h e s .

O u r a d v e r s a r y i s a t w o r h . P a u l s a y s " o u r w ^ r e s t l i n p i s n o t a g a i n s t fl e s h a n d
b l o o d . ' ' A w r e s t l e r c o m e s t o c l o s e g r i p s ^ \ r i t h h i s o p o n e n t i n h a n d t o h a n d c o n
fl i c t . S o i s t h e b a t t l e a g a i n s t S a t a n . l < ' h e n h e w o r k s s t h r o u p h h u m a n b e i n g s o u r
o o n fl i c t i s w i t h fl e s h a n d b l o o d , b u t t h e G o o d F i g h t i s e s s e n t i a l l y a s p i r i t u a l
c o n fl i c t . S a t a n t e m p t s u s i n m o r e w a y s t h a n w e c a n n u m b e r. H e t e m p t s u s t o b e
1 a x v . . . o r t o o v e r - w o r k o u r s e l v e s ; h e t e m p t s u s t o w o r r v . . . o r t o b e o v e r - c o n fi d e n t ;
h e t e m p t s u s t o i g n o r e o u r s i n s . . . o r t o b e s o w o r r i e d a b o u t t h e m a s t o b e d e s p o n -
d e n t . H e m a y a t t a c k b y m a k i n g a C h r i s t i a n p r o u d a n d b o a s t f u l o f h i s o w n s e l f -
s a c r i fi c e a n d h u m i l i t y . H e m a y a t t a c k b y t e l l i n g a C h r i s t i a n h e i s s o g o o d h e
d o e s n o t n e e d t o g o t o c h u r c h . H e m a y s u g g e s t t h a t w e s h o u l d l e t s o m e b o d y e l s e
do work in the church that we ought to be doing ourselves. He may tempt us to
w o r k s o h a r d a l l w e e k t h a t w e a r e t o o t i r e d t o w o r s h i p o n S u n d a y, o r b y g i v i n g u s
such a good time Saturday night that we can't stay awa]ce on Sunday morning. He
may p lant in our minds d.oubt and d isrespect and ipd - i f ference toward our Sav ior
b y m e a n s o f t h e a r g u m e n t s a n d . r i d i c u l e s o m e o f o u r s o - c a l l e d " f r i e n d s " h e m a k e s
u s k e e p c o m p a n y w i t h . " b e t h i m t h a t t h i n k e t h h e s t a n d e t h t a k e h e e d l e s t h e f a l l ? "
Chr i s t ians ! Know your adversary ! F tand aga ins t the w i les o f the dev i l ! "F igh t
t h e g o o d fi g h t o f t h e f a i t h ! "

The adversary is fearful , hut Paul guarantees^ the safety of the
c : h r i s t i a n w a r r i o r w h o u s e s t h e a r m o r t h a t G o d p r o v i d e s . A w i s e s o l d i e r t a k e s a l l
p o s s i b l e p r e c a u t i o n s f o r h i s p e r s o n a l s a f e t y i n b a t t l e . T n m o d e r n w a r f a r e t h a t
may mean duck ing beh ind a rncV o r l y i ng i n a fox -ho le . Pau l who knew abou t Roman
s o l d i e r s a n d t h e i r a r m o r , t o l d C h r i s t i a n s t h a t w e h a v e a r m o r f o r t h e G o o d F a i t h
also. Since Satan is our enemy and his weapons and tact ics are spir i tual , we
n e e d s n i r i t u a l a r m o r f o r t h i s b a t t l e . P a u l i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s w i t h p i e c e s o f t h e
a r m o r o f a R o m a n s o l d i e r , i n v i t i n g u s t o u s e i t . H e m u s t t a k e u p t h e w h o l e a r m o r
. . . t o f o r g e t o n e p i e c e m a y b e a s f a t a l a s f o r a R o m a n s o l d i e r t o l e a v e h i s b r e a s t
o r a r m o r l e g u n p r o t e c t e d . W i t h t h i s P a u l t e l l s u s t o " b e s t r o n g ! "

T h e m i l i t a r v b e l t o f t h e R o m a n s o l d i e r
b o u n d i n h i s u n d e r g a r m e n t s , h e T d t o g e t h e r t h e l o o s e e n d s o f h i s a r m o r, a n d b r a c e d
u p h i s l i m b s f o r a c t i o n . H i t h h i s b e l t t i g h t e n e d t h e w a r r i o r i s t e n s e a n d fi r m .

b e c a u s e
I
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h i s d r e s s a n d fi g u r e a p i c t u r e o f c o n c e n t r a t e d e n e r g v r e a d y f o r a c t i o n b e e
h i s m i n d i s m a d e u p t o fi g h t . T h e b e l t o f f ^ e C h r i s t i a n w a r r i o r i s t r u t h .
m u s t fi g h t c e r t a i n t h a t w e s t a n d f o r t h e t j u t h o f G o d ' s f a i t h f u l n e s s a n d a l l o t h e r
b lessings. Satan is the father .pf , j - i^s and fa lsehood, but Jesus is the way, the
t r u t h , a n d t h e l i f e . ^ f ^ e i t o f t h e d e v i l w i t h t h e c r y s t a l c l e a r
t r i i t ! ^ b e f o r e w h i c h , f a l s e h o o d t r e m b l e s . T h e t r u t h o f G o d ' s n r o m i s e s a n d a s s u r a n c e s
. i s ^ o u r b e l t , s e c u r i n g u s i n t h e f a c e o f t h e d e v i l ' s l i e s .

2 . V e _ x t _ 1 t h e - b r o fl < ; t r ) 1 ? ^ b 'hen men fought wi th swords and
spears andt arrows the soldi^^iac^t^cov^ his breast with arm.or to protect his
hear t . The Chr is t ian 's b reas tp la te is r i gh temiqnRqq. Though we are 'no t r igh teous
in ourselves, when we accept Christ as Lord and Savior, God clp1;hes. us with the
righteousne|s of ^Christ. F.y His Spirit in uiii lisaz^itrs He gives us a righteous
dispositioy.^'!micK"'^is the best defense against sin. The true Christian does not
p u r p o s e l v d e s i r e t o s i n , b e c a u s e i i e w a n t < ; t o p i p a g e G o d . T h u s t h e a r r o w s o f
t h e t e m p t e r f a l l h a r m l e s s l y f r o m o u r b r e a s t p l a t e s a s l o n g a s w e r e m e m b e r t h a t
" h e t h a t i s b o r n o f G o d d o t h n o t c o m m i t s i n . " P u t o n t h e b r e a s t p l a t e !

. " H a v e v o u r f e e t s h o d w i t h t h e
preparation of the gospel o rpeac^^^Shoe^m?^^?e comfortable anA stout and dur-
a b l e i f t h e s o l d i e r i s t o b e a l e r t i n c a s e o f a t t a c k . ^ , a n d s t a n d fi r m i n b a t t l e ,



a n d a d v a n c e a g a i n s t t h e f o e . S h o e s s y m h o l i z e a l e r t n e s s . b e i n g n r e n a r e d . T h e
Christian must be prepared because Satan can unset usyhen we least exnect him and
w h e r e w e d o n o t e x p e c t h i m t o s t r i k e , ^ u r p r e n a r a t i o n i s t h e C o s p e l o f p e a c e ,
t h e g o o d n e w s o f J e s u s C h r i s t w h o b r i n g s p e a c e t o m e n t h r o u g h J e s u s O ^ r i s t .

4^^Tb6n^ake^lvesJii^^o^^^^^. Roman soldiers carried a large shield behindTl^xT^HTe^TouKrnW^^^Tn^tnrust of a snear would be broken by such a shield.
I f e n e m i e s s h o t a r r o w s t i p p e d w i t h fl a T n j r i c T t a r t h e y w o u l d g l a n c e o f f a s h i e l d .
!^an hurls malignant hate and slander and scorn and threats. Quiet faith in Codt o f o r g i v e o u r s i n s a n d c o n fi d e n c e i n ! ^ i s p o w e r t o n r o t e a t i s o u r s h i e l d a g a i n s t
a l l t h a t . R o m a n s o l d i e r s c o u l d s t a n d w i t h t h e i r s h i e l d s l o c k e d t o g e t h e r l i k e a
s t e e l w a l l . T h e C h u r c h t h a t i s c o m p o s e d o f C h r i s t i a n s w h o a r e p u t t i n g u p a u n i t e d
f r o n t o f s h i e l d s o f t h e f a i t h i s l i k e a f o r t r e s s a g a i n s t t h e a t t a c k s o f S a t a n .

5. The- fifth nrntertion the helmet of .,g1vatinn
m e t s t o p r o t e c t t h e i r P e a c i s t r o m t a i i i n g s n r a p n e i

* - o d e r n s o l d i e r s a l s o w e a r h e l -
m e t s t o p r o t e c t t h e i r P e a c i s t r o m t a i i i n g s n r a p n e i o r o t h e r m i s s i e s . P a u l s a y s
t o r e c e i v e t h i s h e l m e t a s a g i f t f r o m t h e l o r d . T h e h o p e o f o u r s l l v a t i o n i s
G o d ' s g r e a t e s t g i f t a n d o u r m o s t p r e c i o u s n o s s e s s i o n . T n t h e G o o d F i g h t o f t h e
f a i t h t h i s a s s u r a n c e o f G o d ' s p o w e r t o g r a n t e t e r n a l s a l v a t i o n a f f o r d s i n s u r a n c e
a g a i n s t t h e b l o w s o f S a t a n w h i c h m a y n o t b e w a r d e d o f f b v t h e s h i e l d s o f o u r f a i t h
w h i c h s o m e t i m e s a r e n o t a s p e r f e c t a s t h e v o u g h t t o b e .

o n i v o t t e n s i v e w e a p o T i T Q " t w n r H n f n n H, n u t a l l t i i a t i s n e e d e d . A R o m a n s o l d i e r c o
T h i s i s o u r

c o u l d fi g h t w i t h
s p e a r o r b o w s a n d a r r o w s , b u t h i s m o s t e f f e c t i v e w e a p o n w a s t h e s \ ^ o r d . T h e o n l y
w a y t o s t r i k e b a c k a t S a t a n i s b y p r o c l a i m i n g t h e w o r d o f G o d . . . t h e v e r y s w o r d
.Tesns used when tempted th ree t imes in the w i l de rness . ? - ^en ' s words may be tw is t
e d o r r e s i s t e d , b u t S a t a n c a n n e v e r s t a n d b e f o r e G o d ' s w o r d . " T h e w o r d o f G o d i s
l i v i n g , a n d a c t i v e a n d s h a r p e r , t h a n a n v t w o - e d g e d s w o r d ' ' C h r i s t i a n w a r r i o r !KNo^tf your adversary!... the d^-il. Put on your armor! . .Qthe belt of truth^the

, breastplate of right^usness shoes of the^reparation of the gospel of peace,
N ' ^ h e s h i e l d o f f a i t h h c l m o t o f s a l v a t i o n . C ^ . e a r n G o d ' s w o r d ! U s e i t a s a s

s w o r d a g a i n s t t e m p t a t i o n a n d s i n !

N o t h i n g c o m f o r t s t h e s o l d i e r i n b a t t l e m o r e t h a n t o k n o w t h a t v ; h e ]
his own strength is exhausted. v;hen b.is bTiddies are wounded and dying, or when his
enemies press beyond the limit of his endurance...nothing is more heartening than
to know that at any time he can call for rein Forcements who spring forward with
f re?^h courage, new weannns^ and a^T^dant « ;nnnnr t . h 'hen "^ 'or th ^orea invaded the
South in 1950 all seemed hopeless unti l the Ignited Nations under the leadership
of the Uni ted States s tepped in to the hat t le to help and eventual ly win. hTiat
comfort that brought to the tinv T'orean armv in those days I Andt so with Christian:
w h o fi g h t t h e G o o d fi g h t o f t h e f a i t h . O u r a d v e r s a r y i s t o o s t r o n g f o r u s t o
fi g h t a l o n e . o u r a r m o r i s s t o u t b u t o f t e n i m p e r f e c t a n d s i n - s c a r e d C h r i s t i a n w a r
r i o r s c a n n o t s t a n d fi r m i n d e fi n i t e l y . V / e m u ^ t h a v e h e l p .

-^aul tells how to call in the help of allies. ^fst he says to nrav for help,u^tand. he savsff^ take up the whole armor of Cod.^"wi th a l l praver and suppl icat ion
alj 1 seasons in the spirit. anA watching th'er^^iip'to in all ngrseverance and sutT-'Z P l ' ca t inn fo r a l l t he sa in ts . The Chr i s t i an so ld ie r p rays fo r Ood 's he lp fo r h im-

« sdl f . Tie prays for the support of Fjc; nl l ing. The greatest al 1 v is God Himself .
y ^ y G o d i s o u r r e f u g e a n d s t r e n g t h . . . T V w i l l p o t s u f f e r t h v f o n t t o h e m o v e d . " h T i e n
♦—you are tempted, our feet are slipping, we can't seem to use our weapons, Satan

^ seems to be winning, nrav for holn! In moments of danger if we are to call in
^ help we must keep the nraver telophnnp lino ppop...thug Paul says to pray at all% sermons. Then we can he "stronfr jp the Lord and in the power of y'.ight."
f 'Though hos ts encamp around me, ^ i rm to the figh t T s tand ;

V.Tia t t e r ro r can con found me , N i t h God a t mv r i gh t hand . "

T h e s o l d i e r o f t h e c r o s s c a n a l s o c o u n t o n t h e s u p p o r t o f f e l l o w C h r i c t i , . m i 1 -
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l i 6 n s o f t h e m , a v a s t m u l t i t u d e w i t h o u t n u m b e r
e n c o u r a g e s a s o l d i e r t o k n o w t h a t a l o n g t h e b a
a r e f a l l i n g b a c k l e a v i n g h i m i n a n e x p o s e d p o s
l i o n s l i k e y o u fi g h t i n g t h e b a t t l e f o r t r u t h ,
G o d h i l t r n u n t l e s s C h r i s t i a n f r i e n d s a r e r e a d y
peop le who have b roken the . cu rse o f d r i nk ing a
p a s t o r o r o t h e r C h r i s t i a n f r i e n d h a d c o m e t o n
when the temp ta t i on was upon them. Young neon

o u t o f e v e r y t r i b e a n d n a t i o n . I t
t t l e l i n e s t h e r e a r e n o c o w a r d s w h o
i t i o n . C h r i s t i a n ! T h e r e a r e m i l -
s o t a k e h e a r t ! N o t o n l y A l m i g h t y
t o h e l p . i n t h e b a t t l e . I k n o w o f
I c o h o l i c b e v e r a g e s b e c a u s e a
r o v i d e c o m p a n i o n s h i p a n d s u p p o r t
l e h a v e b e e n p r e s e r v e d f r o m d r i f t i n g

i n t o t h e w a y s o f t h e w o r l d b y t h e i r t i e s w i t h o t h e r C h r i s t i a n f r i e n d s .
"Like a mighty army moves the Chiunch
B r o t h e r s , w e a r e t r e a d i n g w h e r e t h e
V ' e a r e n o t d i v i d e d , a l l o n e b o d y w e ,
O n e i n h o p e a n d d o c t r i n e , o n e i n c h a r i t y .

o f G o d
s a i n t s h a v e t r o d ;

" F i g h t t h e g o o d
v n i i r a r m o r f r o m G o d i s s t o i i T

fi g h t
a n d

o f t h e f a i t h ! " Y o u r a d v e r s a r y i s s t r o n g ,

q h a l l s o n a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e
y o i l X

o f C h r i s t ?
a l l i e s m o r e p o w e r f u l t h a n t h e e n e m y ,

s h a l l t r i b u l a t i o n . o r a n g u i s h , o r

b u t
" V. ' h o

persecut ion, or famine, or nakedness, or ner i l . or sw^ord? Nay, in a l l these ~
t h i n g s w e a r e m o r e t h a n c o n q u e r o r s t h r o u g h h i m t h a t l o v e d u s . F o r I a m p e r s u a d e d ,
t h n t n e i t l i e r d e a t h r n o r l i f e , n o r a n g e l s , n o r p r i n c i p a l i t i e s , n o r t h i n g s p r e s e n t ,
n o r t h i n g s t o c o m e n o r p o w e r s , n o r h e i g h t , n o r d e p t h , n o r a n y o t h e r c r e a t u r e ,
s h a l l h e a b l e t o s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f G o d w h i c h i s i n C h r i s t J e s u s o u r
I g r d . "
" I h a v e

C h r i s t i a n ,
f o u g h t t h e

fi g h t t h e g o o d fi g h t s o t h a t i n t h e e n d
g o o d fi g h t . I h a v e fi n i s h e d t h e c o u r s e .

y o u m a y s a y
I h a v e k e p t

w i t h P a u l :
t h e f a i t h ;

henreforth there is laid up for me a crown of ri ghteoHsness which the T.ord,
< t h e r i g i i t e o u s j u d g e s h a l l g i v e t o m e a t t h a t d a y : a n d n o t t o m e o n l y h u t a l s o t o
a l l t h e m t l i a t h a v e l o v e d h i s a p p e a r i n g . "


