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Te x t : " Y e m u s t " b e b o r n a g a i n . " J o h n 3 : 3 , 7 ,

• ^he mos t s t ra igh t - fo rward answer Jesus Chr i s t made to human
n e e d w a s t o h i c o d e n u s , " Ye m u s t b e b o r n a g a i n . " U i c o d e m u s w a s t y p i c a l
o f t h e a v e r a g e m a n . H e w a s l l r . ^ o h n D o e o f h i s d a y. H e w a s n o t a b a d
I r a n — t h a t i s h e w a s r e s p e c t e d a n d a d m i r e d a s a g o o d c i t i z e n . H e h a d
some education, ^utrhe was a Pharisee. He had attained social success
f o r h e w a s a r u l e r o f h i s p e o p l e . H u t l i l c e t h e a v e r a g e m a n o f t h e w o r l d ,
t h e r e w a s a g a p i n h i s l i f e , ^ h e n h e m e t J e s u s h e I n e w t h a t h e r e w a s
t h e a n s w e r . S o h e w e n t t o s e e J e s u s w h e n h e c o u l d t a l l v / i t h h i m p r i
v a t e l y o n e n i g h t . H e o p e n e d h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n v / i t h a g e n e r : l r e m a r l
w h i c h s h o w s t h a t l i l e a s i c V m a n w h o c a n n o t d i a g n o s e h i s o w n i l l n e s s ,
h e f e l t a n e e d w h i c h h e c o u l d n o t d e fi n e , o u t w h i c h h e 3 ' n e v / # ' J e s u s c o u l d
b o t h d i a g n o s e a n d c u r e . J e s u s p u t h i s fi n g e r o n t h e s o r e s p o t a t o n c e :
" Y e m u s t b e b o m a g a i n . " J e s u s d i d n o t a l w a y s u s e t h e l a n g u a g e t o
d e s c r i b e t h e t r o u b l e , b u t H e n e v e r f a i l e d t o fi n d t h e o f m a n * s
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h l i f e a r i d y e a r n i n g f o r s o n e t h i ® b e t t e r , i n t h e f a c t
o f h u m a n s i n . A f e w d a y s a f t e r t h i s , J e s u s m e t a w o m a n b e s i d e a w e l l i n
S a m a r i a a n d q u i c k l y s p o t t e d h e r i m m o r a l a n d a d u l t e r o u s l i f e o f s i n a s
t h e c a u s e o f h e r a l r ' . o s t f a t a l t h i r s t f o r t h e w a t e r o f l i f e . J e s u s w o u l d
p o i n t t o y o u a n d n e t o d a y a n d s a y " Ye m u s t b e b o m a g a i n , " U n t i l y o uknow you are bom again you ^not be fully happy in this world, nor
a b s o l u t e l y c e r t a i n o f h e a v e n . P a c e t h e q u e s t i o n f o r y o u r s e l f t h e n , " H a v e
y o u b e e n b o r n a g a i n ? " J e s u s s p e a k s t o y o u r h e a r t , " Ye B i u s t b e b o m a g a i n . "

necessi ty of the Hew Bir th. There is as much urgent necessi ty in
t h e s e w o r d s , " Ye i J u s t b e b o r n a g a i n " a s t h e r e i s i n a d o c t o r * s v o i c e
when he points to the moaning, pain-v/racked pfettent and declars, "Ve must
operate at once:'\ (Pron S. P. Journal, Oct. 1, A woman had just
been told by her physician that she needed a major operation. She became
a g i t a t e d a n d e x p r e s s e d f e a r t h a t ^ ^ e m i g h t n o t w a l ^ e u p f r o m t h e a n e s t h e t i c .
The usual assurances were unavai l ing and final ly, wi th tears streaming down
h e r f a c e s h e s a i d ; " D o c t o r , I a m a f r a i d b e c a u s e I a m n o t a C h r i s t i a n , "
W i t h t h i s a d m i s s i o n t h e w h o l e s t o r y f o l l o w e d i n a c o n f u s i o n o f v / o r d s a n d
tears--an unhappy home and a brutal father—running wi ld with a godless
group of young people--a dr ink ing par ty in which she d id not par t ic ipate
b u t d u r i n g w h i c h s h e d r a n k a d o p e d s o f t d r i n k a n d l a t e r a w o k e t o fi n d
s h e h a d b e e n t a k e n a d v a n t a g e o f — a h a s t y m a r r i a g e t w o m o n t h s l a t e r " t o
save the name o f my baby" - - th ree years o f unhappy mar r iage and two more
c h i l d r e n , e n d i n g i n a d i v o r c e c o u r t - - a l a t e r m a r r i a g e w i t h a s i m i l a r t e i m i -
n a t i o n — a t h i r d m a r r i a g e o o a d e c e n t m a n a n d t w o m o r e c h i d r e n f r o m t h i s
u n i o n . T h e n : " S i ^ m o n t h s a g o I w a s b a p t i z e d a n d I w a n t t o b e a C h r i s t i a n
but I have three husbands living and people tell me I am living in adulteiy.
My husband says he wants to be a Christian but *\\rhat*s the use, we are
i n s u c h a m e s s ? * " T h a n k G o d f o r J e s u s C h r i s t a n d H i s s a l v a t i o n . I n H i s
i n fi n i t e l o r e a n d m e r c y H e n o t o n l y c a n s a v e b u t h e c a n a n d w i l l o v e r r u l e
th is en t i re g t ragedy fo r H is own g lo ry. He says to a l l such s inners ,
" Y e m u s t b e b o r n a g a i n , "

IJew Bir th is necessar; ; / because cf s in, "The reasons for this necessi ty
are part ly in man, and part ly in God. The reason in man is the bl indness,
the deadness, the deparavi ty, the enmity of h is heart . The Bib le repre
s e n t s t h e s i n n e r a s b l i n d , a s d e a d ; i t r e p r e s e n t s h i s h e a r t a s d e c e i t f u l
above a l l th ings and desperate ly wicked; i t represents the unregenerate
a s e n m i t y a g a i n s t G o d , a s h o s t i l i t y i t s e l f . T h e b l i n d a r e d i s q u a l i fi e d
f o r v i s i o n : t h e d e a d a r e d i s q u a l i fi e d f o r a c t i o n ; t h e c o r r u p t a r e d i s
qualified for goodness; hearts of enmity and hate are disqualified forlove and friendship." (jBGreen, p, 105). The wages of sin is death,
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and all have sinnsd 'and lallen ^.ort of the glorv of God, There is
prohahly ndmore d i fficu l t fact for each of us to" face than th is : I am
a sinner in' desperate need of salvation, ' "Ye must he born again."

I I . T h e s o u r c e o f t h e n e w b i r t h , J e s u s s a i d t o K i c o d e m u s w a s
a c u t a l l y " Y e m u s t b e b o r r n f r o m a b o v e■ " T h e w o r d w h i c h t h e w r i t e r o f
t h e G o s p e l u s e s , m e a n s f r o r . i a o o v e . I t i s t h e s a m e v / o r d w h i c h J e s u s
used in speahing to Poxnt ius Pi late as he was standing t r ia l before
h i s c r u c i fi x i o n . S p e a k i n g t o P i l a t e o f t h e s o u r c e o f h i s a u t h o r i t y,
Jesus said, "Thou vouldest have no power against me, except it were given
t h e e f r o m a b o v e . " B o t h t e n n s a r e t h e s a m e . T h e s o u r c e o f t h e c h a n g e o f
l i f e we s i nne rs need i s f r om above . The s i gn i fican t f ea tu re o f t h i s
statement of Jesus is that man must experience a change (rebirth) which
h a s i t s s o u r c e o u t s i d e o f a n d a b o v e h i m s e l f . T h i s o v e r t h r o w s a n y h u m a n
a t t e m p t a t s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h o u r o w n g o o d w o r l s , o r t h r o u g h a n y o t h e r
h u m a n l y e n g i n e e r e d p l a n . I t p u t s o u r n e w b i r t h i n t o t h e c a t e g o r y o f
D i v i n e a c t s . I t i n v o l v e s a s u p e r n a t u r a l o r m i r a c u l o u s e l e m e n t . N o
w o n d e r N i c o d e m u s w i t h h i s b a c k g r o u n d o f r i g i d J e w i s h a d h e r e n c e t o a s e t
p a t t e r n o f " g o o d w o r k s " a n d " l a w o b s e r v a n c e " w a s p u z z l e d . N o w o n d e r
J e s u s r e p e a t e d t h i s s ^ i n e e x p r e s s i o n f o r e m p h a s i s s e v e r a l t i m e s . " Ye
m u s t b e b o r n f r o m , a b o v e . "

How of ten we modern men have made the same at tempt as d id those ancient
o n e s w h o b u i l t t h e t o w e r o f B a b e l o n t h e p l a i n o f S h i n a r i n a v a i n a t t e m p t
t o s a v e t h e m s e l v e s f r o m d e s t r u c t i o n b y t h e e f f o r t o f t h e i r o w n h a n d s . '
S u c h e f f o r t s r e s u l t o n l y i n c o n f u s i o n . H e n t o d a y a r e t i y i n c t o u s e t h e
l a t e s t a c h i e v e m e n t s o f s c i e n c e , t h e w w a l l h a n d p o v / e r o f c o n c e r t e d e f f o r t ,
t h e a l l i a n c e s a n d t r e a t i e s o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , t h e b e s t t h a t m o d e r n
m e d i c i n e , p s y c h o l ( 3 g 3 ' - , a n d s o c i o l o g y c a n p r o d u c e — a l l i n a n e f f o r t t o
b u i l d a p e r f e c t w o r l d a n d s e c u r e h a p p i n e s s f o r e v e r y h u m a n b e i n g . B u t
t h e r e s u l t i s c o n f u s i o n a n d h n h a p p i n e s s m u l t i p l i e d . V ^ h y ? B e c a u s e s i l -
v a t i o n i s o f o u r G o d . " Ye m u s t b e b o m f r o m a b o v e . , " O n l y a s o u l p r o p e r
l y i n f u s e d w i t h a G o d - g i v e n l i f e f r o m a b o v e c a n b e t r n n s f o a ^ e d a n d u s e f u l
h u m a n b e i n g .

a n e w

o b . i e c t o f t h e n e w b i r t h . " E x c e p t o n e b e b o m S S 2 G D 5 , h e c a n n o t s e e
t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d , " " E x c e p t o n e b e b o m o f w a t e r a n d t h e S p i r i t , h e
c a n n o t e n t e r i n t o t l i e k i n g d o m , o f G o d . " S e e i n g a n d e n t e r i n g t h i s n e w
r e a l m , t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d , w e r e o n e a n d t h e s a m e i n J o h n ' s t h o u g h t s .
O n l y t h o s e v / h o " e n t e r " a r e a b l e t o " s e e " t h e K i n g d o m . T h e t w o i d e a s o f
! ^aee ing" and "en te r ing " may have been sugges ted by the language o f phy
s i c a l b i r t h w h i c h i s t h e e v e n t w h i c h n a r k s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a n e w e x i s
t e n c e f o r a b a b y - - n o t o n l y w i t h r e f s r e n c ® t o l o c a t i o n b u t a l s o w i t h
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e s e n s e s o f p e r c e p t i o n .

I n o u r n a t u r a l s t a t i o n , w e m e n c a n n o m o r e s u r v i v e t h e a t m o s p h e r o f h e a v e n
t h a n a fi s h c a n l i f e o u t o f w a t e r . A m a n a c c u s t o m e d t o f h " i n k i n g fi l t h y
t h o u g h t s o n e a r t h , w o u l d fi n d s u c h t h o u g h t s i n t o l e r a b l e i n h e a v e n . I f
h e i s u s e d t o t a k i n g G o d ' s n a m e i n v a i n o n e a r t h , o r d e n y i n g t h e e x i s t e n c e
o f G o d o n e a r t h , o r f e f u s i n g t o o b e y G o d ' s c o m m a n d s o n e a r t h - - h e w o u l d
fi n d h i m s e l f i n a n i m p o s s i b l e s i t u a t i o n i n h e a v e n v / h e r e G o d w i l l r e i g n
a m o n g t h o s e w h o e t e r n a l l y c h a n t t h e i r p r a i s e s a r o u n d h i s t h r o n e . G o d d o e s
n o t h a v e t o s e n d u s t o h e l l - - w e a r e a l r e a d y o n t h e w a y t h e r e b y o u r s e l v e s
a n d t h a t i s w h e r e w e a r e b o u n d t o e n d u p , u n l e s s w e e x p e r i e n c e t h e n e w
b i r t h w h i c h w i l l fi t u s f o r t h e l i f e o f h e a v e n . " A b e a u t i f u l s w a n a l i g h t e d
b y t h e b a n k s o f t h e w a o e r i n w h i c h a c r a n e w a s w a d i n g a b o u t s e e k i n g s n a i l s .
F o r a f e w m o m e n t s t h e c r a n e v i e w e d t h e s w a n i n s t u p i d w o n d e r a n d t h e n
inquired: "Where do you cone from.?" /I come from heavenj" replied the swan.
" A n d w h e r e i s h e a v e n ? " a s k e d t h e c r a n e . " H e a v e n I " s a i d t h e s w a n , " H e a v e n J

b i r d w o n t o n t o d e s c r i b e
3 t s o f g o l d , a n d t h e

v e r O i l i f e , p u r e a s



ci^rstal, upon whose banVs is the tree whose leaves shall he for the had-
in 'p o f the na t ions . / "F ina l l y the c rane as led : "Are ther - any sna i l s there?"
" S n a i l s ; " r e p e a t e d t h e s w a n ; " n o ; O f c o u r s e t h e r e a r e n o t , " " T h e n , " s a i d
t h e c r a n e , a s i t c o n t i n u e d i t s s e a r c h a l o n g t h e s l i m y h a n V s o f t h e p o o l ,
" y o u c a n h a v e y o u r h e a v e n . I w a n t s n a i l s ; " T h i s f a h l e h a s a d e e p t r u t h
u n d e r l y i n g i t . H o w m a n y o f u s t u r n o u r h a t h s u p o n t h e s i g h t o f t h e l i n g -
d c m o f G o d t o s e a r c h f o r s n a i l s ; ' W h i c h i s m o r e i m p o r t a n t ? I f y o u w a n t
to xKKXXKEi enter and see the F ingdom of ^od, hear the words o f Jesus,
" E x c e p t o n e h e h o r n a n e w , h e c a n n o t s e e t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d , "
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P R O C L A I M I N G " T H E M f t Y " D i s k e t t e # 1

S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g ; J o h n 3 : 1 6 - 1 8 ; 1 ^ : 6
Text: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but
through me." John l4:6.
After the morning service at a suburban church my wife was waited outside the door,
unknown to people about her. She overheard th is flat ter ing comment about my
missionary sermon: "I can't see why we need to send missionaries to those people over
■ there. ^ They have their own religions which are just as good; they are better off

that way; why disturb them?" That person might have added, "Why disturb me?"

T h i s a t t i t u d e i s n o t u n c o m m o n . I t a s s u m e s t h a t a l l r e l i g i o n s a r e s e p a r a t e b u t e q u a l

p a t h s t o t h e s a m e h e a v e n w h e r e a n a l l - l o v i n g G o d w e l c o m e s e v e r y o n e . I t b r e e d s

complacency and non-concern about everyone outside our own snug and easy litt le world.
M a k e n o m i s t a k e ! J e s u s a c t u a l l y d i d c l a i m : " I a m T h e Wa y. . . n o o n e c o m e s t o t h e F a t h e r

b u t b y m e . " W a s H e d e l u d e d ? W a s P e t e r w r o n g i n c l a i m i n g : " T h e r e i s s a l v a t i o n i n n o

o n e e l s e , f o r t h e r e i s n o o t h e r n a m e u n d e r h e a v e n t h a t h a s b e e n g i v e n a m o n g b y

w h i c h w e m u s t b e s a v e d ? "

S u r p r i s i n g l y a s a m i s s i o n a r y d e a l i n g w i t h h u n d r e d s o f n e w C h r i s t i a n s t h i s q u e s t i o n w a s
s e l d o m r a i s e d . O n e w o u l d e x p e c t t h e m t o q u e s t i o n G o d ' s f a i r n e s s i n a p p a r e n t l y d e n y i n g

s a l v a t i o n t o f r i e n d s a n d a n c e s t o r s w h o d i e w i t h o u t f a i t h i n J e s u s . I n s t e a d , t h e y a r e

o v e r w h e l m e d w i t h j o y b e c a u s e b y G o d ' s g r a c e t h e y h a v e b e e n s n a t c h e d o f f t h e p a t h t o

d e s t r u c t i o n a n d s e t o n t h e w a y t o e t e r n a l l i f e . O t h e r C h r i s t i a n s m a y h e s i t a t e t o

a c c e p t C h r i s t a s t h e o n l y w a y , b u t t h e s e n e w b e l i e v e r s e x p r e s s t h e i r b o u n d l e s s

g r a t i t u d e b y i n v i t i n g a l l o t h e r s t o j o i n t h e m i n t h e w a y o f s a l v a t i o n i n H i s n a m e .

T h e y a c c e p t G o d a s t h e C r e a t o r , t h e A l m i g h t y, w h o i n j u s t i c e a n d m e r c y s a w u s d e a d i n
o u r t r e s p a s s e s a n d s i n a n d d e m o n s t r a t e d h i s l o v e f o r u s s o t h a t " w h i l e w e w e r e y e t

s i n n e r s , C h r i s t d i e d f o r u s . "

One Sunday night during the Korean War I was tired after travell ing and laboring among
rura l churches, so I asked my assis tant , a Korean deacon to preach for me. He said,

? "yjjs we drove here in the missionary's jeep, we passed many police check-points.
Because o f the danger o f communis t guer r i l las and agents the po l ice usua l ly s top a l l
veh ic les to examine the iden t i fica t ion o f every passenger. Today, because I was w i th
the American missionary, no one stopped us or asked for my card. The missionary was

my pass. So I have found wi th Jesus. As a s inner I deserve e terna l pun ishment , bu t
G o d a c c e p t s m e b e c a u s e I a m w i t h J e s u s . I t i s j u s t a s H e s a i d , ' I a m t h e w a y, a n d t h e

t r u t h a n d t h e l i f e ; n o o n e c o m e s t o t h e F a t h e r , b u t b v m e . ' " F o r h i m J e s u s i s T H E

W A Y , t h e o n l y w a y , f o r t h e r e i s n o o t h e r w a y .
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S o m e i n t e r p r e t t h e m i s s i o n o f t h e c h u r c h m e r e l y i n t e r m s o f m a i n t a i n i n g g o o d

r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h C h r i s t i a n s i n o t h e r l a n d s , h e l p i n g t o m e e t p h y s i c a l a n d s o c i a l
j j/ needs, but neg lec t ing the despera te p i igh t^mi11 ions l i v ing in need o f e terna l

s a l v a t i o n f r o m s i n . B u t o u r m i s s i o n b e g i n s a n d e n d s w i t h t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e g o o d

n e w s o f J e s u s C h r i s t a s T H E U fl Y . A l l t h e w o r k o f t h e c h u r c h a s a f e l l o w s h i p o f

bel ievers, exercis ing cojrpassion upon those in need, and working for just ice and peace
^ in society are feW^fruits of His Spirit, but the ultimate solution can only be found

i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e r o o t p r o b l e m i n t h e h u m a n h e a r t . * F o r 2 0 0 0 y e a r s , p r o c l a i m i n g

J e s u s a s T H E H AY h a s b e e n t h a t s o l u t i o n i n m i l l i o n s o f h e a r t s , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e

p a s t c e n t u r y o f P r o t e s t a n t m i s s i o n s . S o m e m a y c l a i m t h a t t h e m i s s i o n a r y e f f o r t h a s
f a i l e d . . . d o n ' t y o u b e l i e v e i t ! N o t h i n g c o u l d b e f u r t h e r f r o m t h e t r u t h !

S t r o n g c h u r c h e s a b r o a d e x i s t t o d a y b e c a u s e G o d h a s t r a n s f o r m e d o r d i n a r y m e n a n d w o m e n
i n t o a m b a s s a d o r s o f o u t s t a n d i n g a b i l i t y , z e a l , a n d d e d i c a t i o n t o C h r i s t . G r a v e s t o n e s

J'' in cemeteries in distant lands are silent tribute to those who sacrifice^.t'^^i''" own
l i v e s a n d t h o s e o f s c o r e s o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n a m i d p r i m i t i v e l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , c o m p l e x

c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s , a n d b a f fl i n g l a n g u a g e s . L i n e u p o n l i n e , a n d p r e c e p t u p o n

p r e c e p t t h e y p r o c l a i m e d J e s u s a s " T H E H AY, t h e t r u t h a n d t h e l i f e ; " b r o u g h t c o n v e r t s
i n t o t h e b o d y o f C h r i s t ; a n d b y e x a m p l e a n d t r a i n i n g t a u g h t t h e m h o w t o b e l i g h t s i n a

d a r k w o r l d . T h e y i n s t i l l e d t h e i r s o u l - w i n n i n g f e r v o r s o t h a t i n A f r i c a a n d A s i a l o n e

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 , 0 0 0 n e w c h u r c h e s a r e s t a r t e d e v e r y w e e k , a n d e a c h d a y w e l c o m e s a n e t
i n c r e a s e o f a t l e a s t 7 8 , 0 0 0 C h r i s t i a n s o n t h i s p l a n e t . * * T h e y b a t t l e d d i s e a s e ,

h u n g e r , p o v e r t y , i l l i t e r a c y , a n d i n j u s t i c e . . . n o t w i t h b a n n e r s a n d s l o g a n s o r s t r e e t
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s b u t i n q u i e t u n o b t r u s i v e w a y s . T h e y , r a t h e r t h a n t h e c o m m u n i s t s , h a v e

b e e n t h e t r u e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . . . t u r n i n g t h e w o r l d u p s i d e d o w n f o r C h r i s t . T h e y h a v e

m o t i v a t e d n e w C h r i s t i a n s t o b e t t e r t h e i r w o r l d . I n 1 9 8 6 t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f K o r e a

a w a r d e d o n e w o m a n f r o m e a c h o f h e r 9 p r o v i n c e s f o r o u t s t a n d i n g l e a d e r s h i p i n c o m m u n i t y

d e v e l o p m e n t t o i m p r o v e h o u s i n g , h e a l t h , a n d c l e a n l i n e s s o f m i l l i o n s o f r u r a l

v i l l a g e r s . A C h r i s t i a n l a d y f r o m a v i l l a g e n e a r u s w a s s o h o n o r e d . W h e n t h e 9 l a d i e s
m e t i n S e o u l , t h e y w e r e a s t o n i s h e d t o d i s c o v e r t h a t a l l 9 w e r e C h r i s t i a n s ! S u r e l y t h e

p r o c l a m a t i o n o f J e s u s C h r i s t a s " T H E W AY " n o t o n l y p o i n t s t h e p a t h t o e t e r n a l l i f e b u t
a l s o m a k e s t h i s w o r l d a f a r b e t t e r p l a c e t o l i v e !

O v e r a c e n t u r y a g o , a m i s s i o n a r y i n M a n c h u r i a m e t s o m e K o r e a n s w i t h w h o m h e t r a n s l a t e d

t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t . O n e a s s i s t a n t b e c a m e a n a r d e n t e v a n g e l i s t a n d w a l k e d 3 7 0 m i l e s

s o u t h t o S e o u l w i t h t e n c o p i e s . B y s h a r i n g h i s f a i t h a n d t h e w r i t t e n W o r d , h e w o n

c o n v e r t s r e a d y f o r b a p t i s m w h e n t h e fi r s t m i s s i o n a r i e s a r r i v e d . S i n c e t h e n t h e i r

proclamation of "THE WAY" has continued during the collapse of the Korean monarchy, ^0
years of Japanese oppression, division of the country, was with communist North Korea,

> and constant political turmoil. For 38 years we were privileg^to participate in the
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•7 phenomenal 8'/. per year growth of the Korean church, and then^,return last fall to visit
old friends, witness the development of Christian institutions, and drop in for a pop
call at over a hundred churches. Everywhere we found growing congregations and can

Repor t t ha t t he cond i t i on o f t he chu rch o f Ko rea i s ve ry, ve ry good . . .and those who
- find "THE MAY" are mul t ip ly ing da i ly^ l Your inves tments there have pa id o f f !

W h y t h i s g r o w t h ? Yo u r m i s s i o n a r i e s f a i t h f u l l y p r o c l a i m e d C h r i s t a s " T H E W A V. " a n d

jT-taught the centrality and authority of the Bible. The^insisted on an independent,
se l f - gove rn ing chu rch . They i den t i fied w i t h t he peop le i n t he i r s t r ugg les f o r f r eedom
f r o m i g n o r a n c e , p o v e r t y d i s e a s e , o p p r e s s i o n , a n d s u p e r s t i t i o n . T h e H o l y S p i r i t

•-'Created strong Christians, able to serve and thrive under persecution^ and stoutly
loyal to Christ fjDr whom they felt compelled to witness. Today new converts are won

y p r i m a r i l y a s t n e s s t o f a m i l y a n d f r i e n d s . V i r t u a l l y a l l C h r i s t i a n s a r e
o r g a n i z e d i n t o F r i d a y e v e n i n g n e i g h b o r h o o d p r a y e r g r o u p s . N o n - C h r i s t i a n n e i g h b o r s
a r e i n v i t e d a n d fi n d C h r i s t t h r o u g h f r i e n d l y h o s p i t a l i t y a n d e x p o s u r e t o t h e j o y o f

p e o p l e w h o s i n g a n d p r a y a n d s h a r e t h e b l e s s i n g s o f G o d ' s W o r d . A t S u n d a y m o r n i n g

- ' • w o r s h i p n e w m e m b e r s a n d t h e p e r s o n s w h o b r o u g h t t h e m ^ a r e i n t r o d u c e d a n d w e l c o m e d w i t h

c o n g r e g a t i o n a l h a n d c l a p p i n g a n d a p r a y e r b y t h e p a s t o r . Te e n - a g e r s h a v e t h e i r o w n

s e p a r a t e s e r v i c e , l a r g e l y r u n b y t h e m s e l v e s . A t o n e l a r g e c h u r c h w e v i s i t e d l a s t f a l l
t h e b u l l e t i n a n n o u n c e d t h e i r m e e t i n g s f o r s e v e n A . M . S u n d a y ! 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 y o u n g m e n i n t h e

a r m e d f o r c e s a r e p a s t o r e d b y C h r i s t i a n c h a p l a i n s a n d t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f C h r i s t i a n s

o f t e n e x c e e d s t h a t o f t h e c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n .

I n 1 9 A 8 w e r e a c h e d a p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n K o r e a a n d w e r e a s s i g n e d t o h e l p s t a r t a n d

d e v e l o p n e w c h u r c h e s i n r u r a l a r e a s o f s o u t h w e s t e r n K o r e a . I n t h e e a r l y y e a r s m y w i f e
w a s b u s y r a i s i n g o u r U c h i l d r e n a n d t e a c h i n g t h e m t h r o u g h t h e 6 t h g r a d e , w h i l e w o r k i n g

w i t h t h e W o m e n o f t h e C h u r c h , h o s p i t a l a n d o r p h a n a g e v i s i t i n g , a n d p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n

t h e l i f e o f a l o c a l c h u r c h . M e a n w h i l e I t r a v e l l e d i n r u r a l a r e a s o n t e r r i b l e r o a d s

a n d w o r k e d a m i d t h e p r i m i t i v e c o n d i t i o n s o f v i l l a g e l i f e . O r d a i n e d K o r e a n p a s t o r s

w e r e f e w , s o t h e P r e s b y t e r y u s u a l l y a s s i g n e d m e o v e r s i g h t o f 3 0 t o ^ 0 l i t t l e n e w

c h u r c h e s t o v i s i t , e n c o u r a g e , s e t t l e p r o b l e m s , e x a m i n e n e w c o n v e r t s f o r c h u r c h

^ membership, preach, hold sacraments, arrange for a lay evangelist to pastor the floc-lt^
a n d fi n d w a y s t o s u p p o r t h i m a n d b u i l d a s m a l l c h u r c h . A f t e r o u r y o u n g e s t c h i l d w e n t

o f f t o b o a r d i n g s c h o o l , m y w i f e a n d I t r a v e l l e d t o g e t h e r i n t h i s m i n i s t r y f o r n e a r l y

2 0 y e a r s . . . s o f a r a s I k n o w t h e o n l y m i s s i o n a r y c o u p l e i n K o r e a d o i n g t h i s . S h e

t a u g h t t h e c h i l d r e n B i b l e s t o r i e s , v i s i t e d t h e h o m e s , k n e w w h o w a s s i c k a n d w h o h a d a
n e w b a b y, a n d w a s a l w a y s w e l c o m e d a s a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e m i s s i o n a r y t e a m .

C h u r c h p l a n t i n g u s u a l l y b e g a n w i t h a K o r e a n l a y m a n , p e r h a p s a r e f u g e e f r o m N o r t h

K o r e a , w h o w o n a f e w c o n v e r t s i n h i s v i l l a g e a n d t h e n a p p e a l e d f o r t h e m i s s i o n a r y ' s



h e l p i n s t a r t i n g a c h u r c h . . . a n o p p o r t u n i t y w e c o n f r o n t e d a d o z e n o r m o r e t i m e s a y e a r .
> For instance, Deacon Chin was sent as an elementary school teacher'̂ af Chang-gum-ni in

a r e m o t e a n d e c o n o m i c a l l y d e p r e s s e d a r e a . T h e r e w a s n o c h u r c h , b u t h e h e l d S u n d a y

S c h o o l f o r t h e c h i l d r e n , a n d w a s r e c o g n i z e d f o r h e l p f u l c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e . A f t e r h e

w a s a s s i g n e d t o a c i t y s c h o o l , h e f e l t c o n t i n u e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h a t v i l l a g e a n d

a s k e d m e t o j o i n i n a m e e t i n g w i t h t h e v i l l a g e l e a d e r s , w h o a g r e e d t h e y w a n t e d a

c h u r c h . N e a r t h e s c h o o l h e a r r a n g e d t o p i t c h a t e n t , g i v e n b y a c i t y c h u r c h , a n d w e n t

- ' on Sundays as o f ten as poss ib le to he lp . A youngs /chap la in ' s ass i s tan t , j us t
d i s c h a r g e d , v o l u n t e e r e d t o s e r v e w h i l e a t t e n d i n g s e m i n a r y . W e v i s i t e d t o p r e a c h a n d

e n c o u r a g e t h e s e n e w b e l i e v e r s . L a s t O c t o b e r I f o u n d t h e y o u n g e v a n g e l i s t h a d b e e n
o r d a i n e d a s a m i n i s t e r , m a r r i e d a fi n e y o u n g l a d y , b u i l t a b e a u t i f u l l i t t l e p r e - f a b

c h a p e l , h a d h a l f t h e e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l c h i l d r e n i n S u n d a y S c h o o l , a n d w a s b u s i l y

e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e C h a n g - g u m - n i c h u r c h . W e w i t n e s s e d s c o r e s o f s i m i l a r c h u r c h - s t a r t s

d u r i n g o u r 3 8 y e a r s . To b e a b l e t o r e t u r n a n d s e e h o w G o d c o n t i n u e s t o p r o s p e r H i s
c h u r c h i s f u l l p r o o f t h a t H e b l e s s e s t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f " T H E W AY " . . . f r o m t h o u s a n d s o f

r u r a l c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o t h e 5 0 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r Yo u n g - n a k P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h i n S e o u l .

A m i s s i o n a r y o n c e w r o t e : " M o r e t h a n b e i n g a s o u l - w i n n e r h i m s e l f ( w h i c h , o f c o u r s e , h e

i s ) t h e m i s s i o n a r y ' s m o s t i m p o r t a n t t a s k i s t o c r e a t e a s o u l w i n n i n g c h u r c h . " * * *

" O p e r a t i o n L i g h t h o u s e " i s a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s t a r t i n g c h u r c h e s a l o n g o o u t h c i i - n K o r e a n ' s

- . rugged^^coasts and is lands. Begun by miss ionar ies, i t is now led by the P£v. Ahn Ki -
c h a n , o n e o f t h e m o s t e n e r g e t i c , i n n o v a t i v e a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c K o r e a n s I k n o w . H e h a s
b e e n i n s t r u m e n t a l i n s t a r t i n g s e v e r a l h u n d r e d c h u r c h e s . H i s O c t o b e r r e p o r t s h o w s h i m

w o r k i n g w i t h 9 4 n e w o n e s w i t h 4 5 0 n e w b e l i e v e r s i n f o u r m o n t h s . H e d i s c o v e r e d t h a t
T-half of Korea's 500 inhabited islands had no churches, and most of the^had less than

3 0 f a m i l i e s . H e a l s o l e a r n e d t h a t w h e n o n e p e r s o n o n s u c h a n i s l a n d b e c o m e s a

C h r i s t i a n , v e r y s o o n h e e v a n g e l i z e s t h e e n t i r e i s l a n d . " A h a ! " h e t h o u g h t , " W i n w o n
a n d w e w i n t h e w h o l e i s l a n d ! " S o l a s t s u m m e r h e s e n t t w o - m a n s t u d e n t t e a m s t o s u c h

i s l a n d s w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s t o w i n a t l e a s t o n e p e r s o n t o C h r i s t . H e g a v e t h e m s o m e

e x p e n s e m o n e y , b u t w h e n t h e y r e t u r n e d t h e y s t i l l h a d t h e i r m o n e y ! " H o w c o m e ? " " T h e
i s l a n d e r s w e r e s o h a p p y t o h a v e s o m e o n e v i s i t , s o m e o n e w h o c a r e s f o r t h e m , t h a t w e

w e r e f e a s t e d a n d e n t e r t a i n e d a n d d i d n ' t n e e d y o u r m o n e y ! " T h i s p a s t w i n t e r v a c a t i o n

he planned to send out 80 t^mes to start such house churches...and give them no money!
r

^ But that is not all. How can these small leaderless groups be shepherded^ Mr. Ahn
^ has decided to chc^e one person from each house-church to his city for several weeks'

t r a i n i n g e a c h y e a r , t e a c h i n g t h e m h o w t o h o l d a s i m p l e s e r v i c e , l e a d B i b l e s t u d i e s ,
a n d p r e p a r e c o n v e r t s f o r b a p t i s m w h e n o r d a i n e d m i n i s t e r s m a k e p e r i o d i c v i s i t s .

I n t e r e s t i n g l y e n o u g h , M r . A h n i s p r o c l a i m i n g " T H E W AY " e x a c t l y a s y o u r m i s s i o n a r i e s
d i d w h e n t h e y p i o n e e r e d w o r k i n K o r e a a c e n t u r y a g o !



L e t m e q u o t e a g a i n : " T h e m i s s i o n a r y t a s k i s n e v e r fi n i s h e d u n t i l t h e m i s s i o n a r y -

r e c e i v i n g c h u r c h b e c o m e s a m i s s i o n a r y s e n d i n g c h u r c h . " * * * T h e K o r e a n C h u r c h i s n o w
o u r p a r t n e r i n w o r l d - w i d e m i s s i o n s i s a s . T h e R e v . a n d M r s . S u h , f r i e n d s w e m e t w h e n

w o r k i n g o n C h e j u I s l a n d , s o u t h o f K o r e a , a r e n o w m i s s i o n a r i e s i n A b u D h a b i i n t h e
U n i t e d A r a b E m i r a t e s o n t h e P e r s i a n G u l f . W h i l e p a s t o r i n g S s m a l l K o r e a n

c o n g r e g a t i o n s , h e w i t n e s s e s i n t h a t M o s l e m l a n d w h e r e C h r i s t i a n i t y i s p r o s c r i b e d . H e
h o l d s B i b l e c l a s s e s w i t h p o l i c e m e n f r o m A f r i c a , M o s l e m s f r o m S o m a l i a a n d B a n g l a d e s h , a

H i n d u f r o m I ' ^ ^ d i a , A d o c t o r s f r o m c o m m u n i s t C h i n a , a n d o t h e r s . H e w r i t e s : " J e s u s s a i d ,

' G o v e i n t o a l l t h e w o r l d a n d p r e a c h t h e G o s p e l , b u t i n s t e a d o f g o i n g e v e r y w h e r e o n

earth it seems that all the nations are gathered^ We have A3 embassies and people
f r o m 5 0 n a t i o n s , " S o h e v i s i t s t h e s e e m b a s s i e s a n d fi n d s f r o m m a n y n a t i o n s a n d r a c e s

s o m e w h o l i s t e n , a n d s o m e w h o a t t e n d h i s c l a s s e s . W h o k n o w w h a t w i d e i n fl u e n c e t h e y

w i l l h a v e i n p r o c l a i m i n g " T H E WAY " w h e n t h e y r e t u r n t o t h e i r s c a t t e r e d h o m e l a n d s ?

H o w c h a l l e n g i n g t o l i v e i n t h i s t i m e o f u n b e l i e v a b l e c h a n g e a n d o p p o r t u n i t y f o r

p r o c l a i m i n g C h r i s t a s " T H E W fl V l " C h i n a r e p o r t s t h o u s a n d s o f n e w c h u r c h e s a n d
m i l l i o n s o f n e w c o n v e r t s . E a s t e r n E u r o p e i s e x p e r i e n c i n g f r e e d o m o f r e l i g i o n . E v e n

i n I r a n , d u r i n g t h e A y a t u l l a h ' s 1 1 y e a r r e i g n , m o r e B i b l e s w e r e s o l d t h a n i n a l l h e r

p r e v i o u s h i s t o r y a n d t h e n u m b e r o f C h r i s t i a n s g r e w b y 5 - f o l d . A l m i g h t y G o d i s

s t i r r i n g u p H i s w o r l d . P e o p l e w h o h a v e l o s t t h e i r w a y b y f o l l o w i n g f a l s e p h i l o s o p h i e s
a n d c o r r u p t l e a d e r s a r e n o w o p e n t o t h e G o o d N e w s . T h e y w a n t f r e e d o m , t h e y w a n t

f o o d . . . b u t t h e y m u s t l e a r n t o " s e e k fi r s t t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d a n d H i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,

a n d a l l t h e s e t h i n g s s h a l l b e a d d e d t o C t h e m J . " M a y o u r P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h n o t

" d a l l y f a r b e h i n d t h e b a t t l e l i n e " b u t p r o c l a i m H i m w h o d e c l a r e d : " I a m t h e w a y , a n d
t h e t r u t h , a n d t h e l i f e ; n o o n e c o m e s t o t h e F a t h e r b u t t h r o u g h m e . "

W e a r e l i v i n g , w e a r e d w e l l i n g i n a g r a n d a n d a w f u l t i m e ,
I n a n a g e o n a g e s t e l l i n g ; To b e l i v i n g i s s u b l i m e .

Hark! the waking up of nat ions. Hosts advancing to the fray;
H a r k ! w h a t s o u n o e t n i s c r e a t i o n ' s g r o a n i n g f o r t h e l a t t e r d a y .

* G . T. B r o w n , " P r e s b y t e r i a n s i n W o r l d M i s s i o n , " p a g e s 1 8 a n d 1 9

♦ * H a r v e y C o n n , i n D e c i s i o n M a g a z i n e , J a n . 1 9 9 0 , p . 6

* * * Q u o t e s f r o m D r . A r c h C a m p b e l l



T h e G i f t f r o m H e a v e n -2_

S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g , J o h n 6 : 3 2 - 3 0

Tex t : " .Mv fa the r g i ves vou the t r ue byead f roTP he ; ^ven>" ( Jn . 6 :32b )

M a n ' s b a s i c n e e d i s f o o d . O u r h e a v e n l y F a t h e r r e c o g n i z e s t h i s . B e f o r e H e c r e a t e d
m a n , G o d fi r s t m a d e v e g e t a t i o n , f r u i t t r e e s , a n i m a l s , b i r d s , a n d fi s h , s o t h a t
p e o p l e w o u l d h a v e s o m e t h i n g t o e a t . W h e n t h e C h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l w a n d e r e d f o r 4 0
y e a r s i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s o f S i n a i w i t h o u t n o r m a l f o o d s u p p l i e s , G o d p r o v i d e d f o o d
f r o m h e a v e n e v e r y d a y i n t h e f o r m o f m a n n a . K n o w i n a t h i s n e e d , J e s u s t a u g h t u s
t o p r a y , " G i v e u s t h i s d a y o u r d a i l y b r e a d . "

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e a r e m i l l i o n s i n o u r w o r l d w h o a r e w i t h o u t f o o d , m i l l i o n s g o
t o b e d h u n g r y e v e r y n i g h t , c h i l d r e n d i e o f s t a r v a t i o n . . . b e c a u s e o f w a r , i g n o r a n c e ,
n e g l e c t , e c o n o m i c i n e q u i t y , o r n a t u r a l c a u s e s . . . e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h o l i v e a s r e f u
g e e s f a r f r o m t h e i r h o m e l a n d s . W e C h r i s t i a n s s u r e l y h a v e e v e r y o b l i g a t i o n t o h e l p
t h e m i n t h e i r s u f f e r i n g a n d t o s u p p o r t t h o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s w h i c h s e r v e t h e i r n e e d s
o n m a s s i v e s c a l e s i m p o s s i b l e f o r u s a s i n d i v i d u a l s . I w e l l r e m . e m b e r h o w j u s t 3 0
y e a r s a g o n o w, t h e p e o p l e o f K o r e a w e r e n e a r i n g t h e e n d o f a d e v a s t a t i n g w a r a n d
almost everyone about us lacked food and many were starving. I was l iving in what
i s n o w t h e S h a w h o u s e a n d w e h a d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 t o n s o f r i c e s t o r e d i n t h e l i v
i n g r o o m , t o b e d i s t r i b u t e d i n t h e l e a n m o n t h s o f F e b r u a r y a n d M a r c h . P e o p l e
w e r e h u n g r y. M o r e t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e t h e y n e e d e d f o o d , a n d o u r b e s t e f f o r t s s e e m
e d t o t a l l y i n a d e q u a t e . I t i s a p p r o p r i a t e a t C h r i s t m a s t o r e m e m b e r t h e p o o r a n d
h u n g r y w i t h g i f t s o f f o o d .

B u t a t C h r i s t m a s w e a l s o r e m e m b e r h o w G o d m e e t s t h e b a s i c n e e d o f a l l m e n w i t h t h e
m o s t i m p o r t a n t f o o d o f a l l . W e h a v e j u s t o b s e r v e d o u r h o l i d a y b y e x c h a n g i n g g i f t s
w i t h f a m i l y a n d f r i e n d s , a n d w e s h o u l d n e v e r c e a s e r e m i n d i n g o u r s e l v e s o f t h e
g r e a t e s t g i f t o f a l l , t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t f o o d o f a l l , d o n a t e d b y o u r H e a v e n l y F a
t h e r . J e s u s e x p r e s s e d i t t h i s w a y i n J n , 6 : 3 2 f a t h e r g i v e s y o u t h e t r u e b r e a d
from heaven." There is no question as to what He^meant by the "true bread" Tn
v s . 3 5 H e p l a i n l y s t a t e d ; " I a m t h e b r e a d o f l i f e . " J e s u s p u t t h e p l a n o f G o d f o r
t h e s a l v a t i o n o f m e n n o t i n t h e o f t e n i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e v e r b i a g e o f t h e o l o g i a n s b u t
in s imple terms easi ly understood by everybody. "My father g ives you the t rue
b r e a d f r o m , h e a v e n . "

fllThe Donor. For every gift there must be a giver, a donor. Our text plainly
tells us ths Doncir.-.abaut--WjlPin--J.e.s,us_,.5PQke. "My Father gives you the true bread
f r o m h e a v e n . . " J e s u s ' l i s t e n e r s h a d j u s t r e m a r k e d t h a t G o d g a v e b r e a d f r o m h e a -
v e n t o t h e i r a n c e s t o r s f o r 4 0 y e a r s w h e n t h e y w a n d e r e d i n S i n a i . J e s u s r e p I Te H ^
by speaking not once, but sgven t imes in this one chapter of the ^rfit of t rue
bread from heaven. When He used this same expression "from heaven" seven times,
s u r e l y H e i n t e n d e d t h a t t h e r e b e n o m i s t a k e a b o u t t h e s o u r c e o f t H " e g i f t . . " F r o m
heaven" (vs. 32,33,3R,41,50,51,58) I t 's beyond me how anyone could read this
cfnapter and deny the divine origin of Jesus, His claim to be God, or His special
mission as Saviour of the world. There was nothing anonymous about the first
Christmas gift. God planned, effected and superintended the sending of His gift
lona before the foundat ion of the wor ld as par t of His p lan for the universe,

God, the Donor, promised t^^is gift long in advance. When m.an first sinned in the
garden of Eden, God gave Him His first woof 'Kope for eventual victory over theEvil One. Through the patriarchs He promised the coming of One through their seed
who would be a blessing to the whole earth. Through the prophets He predicted
the Messiah, the anointed One who would bear our griefs and carry our sorrows,
a n d b y w h o s e s c o u r g i n g w e w o u l d b e h e a l e d .

r . ? . ^ B - ' ^ i l i s . . g i f t b j ; m e a j ^ ^ ^ o f a m i r a c l e , t h e h o l y b i r t h . F o r t h e E t e rnal Word who had been with God from the Ve'ginning, to become flesh required an
act of God...the conception by the Holy Spirit of a baby in the womb of the virgin
' • a r - - .
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M a r y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y s o m e w h o c a l l t h e m s e l v e s C h r i s t i a n s s e e m u n a b l e t o a c c e n t
t h i s m i r a c l e . T h e f a c t i s , e i t h e r w e a c c e p t G o d ' s a b i l i t y t o p e r f o r m m i r a c l e s ,
o r w e d o n ' t . E i t h e r G o d i s A l m i g h t y , o r H e i s n ' t . E i t h e r t h e B i b l e i s t r u e , o r
i t i s u n t r u s t w o r t h y . A s f o r u s , w e a c c e p t t h e B i b l i c a l a c c o u n t t h a t a l m i g h t y G o d
who empowered H is Son to hea l t he s i ck , who ra i sed H im f rom the dead , cou ld a l so
u s e e x t r a - o r d i n a r y m e a n s t o s e n d u s H i s g i f t .

God, the Donor, made special announcement of His gif t bv angels. An angel told
M a r y , " Y o u s h a l l b e a r a s o n a n d y o u s h a l l c a l l h i s n a m e J e s u s . H e w i l l b e g r e a t ,
and wi l l be cal led the Son of the Most High." To Josph, her betrothed, an angel
a n n o u n c e d t h a t M a r y w o u l d b e a r a s o n , " a n d y o u s h a l l c a l l h i s n a m e J e s u s , f o r h e
wi l l - save h is people f rom the i r s ins , " Shepherds on the h i l l s ide heard the angel
a n n o u n c e m e n t , " To y o u i s b o r n t h i s d a y i n t h e c i t y o f D a v i d a S a v i o r , w h o i s
C h r i s t t h e L o r d . "

To me a l l o f t h i s . . . t he p romises , the p red ic t i ons , the m i rac les , the ange l i c an
nouncemen ts . . bespeak o f one f ac t . . . t ha t God , ou r heaven l y Fa the r, was t he Dono r
o f .a Gi f t , a ' -g i f t o f d iv ine or ig in , a g i f t who Himse l f was d iv ine , a g i f t whose
p u r p o s e w a s t h a t a l l s h o u l d r e c o g n i z e a n d h o n o r a n d r e c e i v e w i t h r e j o i c i n g . " M y
F a t h e r g i v e s y o u t h e t r u e b r e a d , f r o m h e a v e n . "

T h e G i f t . O u r t e x t p l a i n l y t e l l s u s t h e n a t u r e o f t h e G i f t . I t i s t h e t r u e
btead from heaven. The early part of this chapter relates how Jesus used 5 loaves
a n d 2 fi s h e s t o f e e d 5 0 0 0 h u n g r y p e o p l e , a n a c t w h i c h p e r h a p s d r e w m o r e p u b l i c
attention than any of His miracles, so much so that the people were about to try
t o m a k e H i m k i n g , v T e s u s w i t h d r e w a c r o s s t h e S e a o f G a l l i l e e b u t s t i l l t h e m u l t i
tude fol lowed Him. He chided them for wanting more free food, and told them in
s tead to seek the food which endures to e terna l l i fe . Th is was the set t ing o f
His d iscourse here about the t rue g i f t . . . "My Father g ives you the t rue bread f rom
h e a v e n , " W e k n o w s e v e r a l t h i n g s a b o u t t h i s G i f t .

I t i s t r u e b r e a d . T h e f o o d t h e y h a d r e c e i v e d w h e n J e s u s m u l t i p l i e d t h e l o a v e s a n d
fishes was str ict ly for physical purposes. The same was true of the manna which
God gave the i r ances to rs . Tha t food had no th ing to do w i th the sp i r i tua l l i fe o f
man . Rcou ld no t r e l i eve t he hunge r o f sou l s f o r f e l l owsh ip w i t h God , I t cou ld
not slack the thirst of those for whom the world and i ts pleasures were hol low and
e m p t y. T h o s e w h o h u n g e r e d a n d t h i r s t e d a f t e r r i g h t e o u s n e s s f o u n d n o n o u r i s h m e n t
in tha t b read , Jesus o f fe red the t rue b read wh ich cou ld sa t i s f y a l l t he des i res
and hungers of sinners who long for that which brings true life when they are
r e c o n c i l e d t o G o d t h e i r h e a v e n l y F a t h e r .

Jb. is .^^ernal bread. I t provides l i fe ^ an ent irely di fferent dimension from
o r d i n a r y b r e a d . . . i t g i v e s e t e r n a l l i f e . T h o s e w h o a t e m . a n n a d i e d i n t h e w i l d e r
ness . Bu t here in th is chapter Jesus p la in ly dec la res fnnr t imes : "J -am the
bread of life" and makes the same assertion with other words, l*?hat Jesus says is:
"I am the One who fulfills the deepest needs of men. My flesh is food indeed, and
my blood is drink indeed (55). He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in
me, and I in him (56). As the l iv ing Father sent me, and I l ive because of the
Father, so he who eats me will live because of me." No wonder Jesus used the same
symbolism of bread and drink in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper by which we
commemorate His death for out sins... the supreme example of how God's gift from
heaven came to give eternal life to those whose sins are forginen through faith
in the One who died in our place.,,a gift to be appropriated, that is, taken withii
ourselves, just as food is injested to satisfy physical hunger.

costly bread. Even on the human plane certain gifts are valued because theycost the giver. A young man, often at great sacrifice, seals his engagement to
u'f ^ choice with a costly diamond. A child toils for hours over somebit of art-work as a gift to please his parents, but the gift is treasured not
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b e c a u s e o f m o n e t a r y v a l u e b u t b e c a u s e o f t h e l o v e a n d d e v o t i o n i t r e p r e s e n t s .
1 t h i n k t h a t i s v ; h y t h e s a c r i fi c e o f A b e l w a s m o r e p l e a s i n g t o < 1 o d t h a n t h a t o f
C a i n . . . s o m e h o w i t e x p r e s s e d a c o s t i n t e r m s o f l o v e a n d o b e d i e n c e . . . a c o s t w h i c h
G o d H i m s e l f w o u l d f e e l w h e n H e g a v e H i s S o n a s t h e l a m b o f G o d t o t a k e a v 7 a y t h e
s i n o f t h e w o r l d . S o w h e n J e s u s h e r e s p o k e o f t h e g i f t o f G o d , t h e t r u e b r e a d ,
H i m s e l f . . . H e k n e w t h e r e w a s a c o s t t o G o d . . . b u t i t w a s w o r t h t h a t c o s t t o m e e t
o u r d e e p e s t n e ^ f o r f o r g i v e n e s s , f o r r e s t o r a t i o n t o t h e b o s o m o f t h e F a t h e r , f o r
e t e r n a l l i f e . N o w o n d e r P a u l c o u l d e x c l a i m : " T h a n k s b e t o G o d f o r H i s i n e x p r e s
s i b l e g i f t . " ( I T C o r . 9 : 1 5 )

T h e R e c i p i e n t s . " M y F a t h e r g i v e s y o u t h e t r u e b r e a d f r o m h e a v e j a V J e s u s
c l e a r i v m e a n s b y " y o u " t h e w h o l e w o r l d . V s . 3 3 : " F d r t h e b r e a d o f G o d i s t h a t
which comes down from heaven, and gives life to the world." John liked.to use the
word "world" to describe the whole company of mankind, aiTd it is a common expres
sion through his gospel. Our mosbfamiliar ^erse tells it plainly: "God so loved
t h e w o r l d t h a t h e g a v e h i s o n l y S o n , t h a t w h o e v e r b e l i e v e s i n h i m s h o u l d n o t
pe r i sh bu t have e te rna l l i f e . " (3 :162^

J e s u s w a s c a r e f u l t o d e fi n e j u s t w h o r e c e i v e t h e g i f t o f t h e t r u e b r e a d f r o m , h e a
v e n , T h i s b r e a d g i v e s l i f e ' t o ' t h e w o r l d , b u t n o t a l l t h e w o r l d r e c e i v e s i t . I n
h i s fi r s t c h a p t e r , J o h n w r o t e : " H e w a s i n t h e w o r l d , a n d t h e w o r l d w a s m a d e t h r u
him, yet the world knew him not; he came to his own hom.e, and his own people re
c e i v e d h i m n o t . " T h e b r e a d i s h e r e f o r a l l , b u t n o t a l l w i l l a c c e o t . T h o s e w h o
a r e t h e r e c e i v e r s a r e d e s t r i b e d c l e a r l y i n 6 : 3 5 . . " H e w h o c o m e s t o m e s h a l l n o t
hunger, and he who believes in m.e shall never thirst." It is~wrong to accept
p a r t o f J e s u s " m e s s a g e a n d r e j e c t t h e r e s t . G o d s e n d s t h e t r u e b r e a d f o r
the world, but we must never o^^erlook that Jesus says the only recipients are
those who come and those who believe. Commitment to Him, acceptance of Him...
these are retired of those who would eat^ the bread v/hich brings eternal life.

- ̂  — c| 1 C W 0$Nor can we^yerlooK the truth that so far as God, the Donorj,is concerned^no oneis disgua^fied, np__one_is_excluded^ no one is rejected. How m.uch comfort and
hope versje 37 has brought to untold number oi poor, ignorant, diseased, outcast,
helpless,j^downtrodden peoples of the earth! "All that the Father gives me willcome to me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out." The world my reject
and discriminate~TDecause of race, or status, or class, even churdhes (sadly)
m a y c e n s u r e a n d c o l d s h o u l d e r , b u t n o t t h e S a v i o r . H i m w h o c o m e s t o m e I w i l l n o t
cast There is a lesson in the narrative of those who came to worship in
BetnTenem when God sent lTis gi f t on that first Christmas, Proud and learned and
weal thy w isemen f rom the east came wi th cos t ly g i f ts fo r the in fant Sav ior, Butno less acceptable to Him was the humble obeisance of shepherds who had been keep
ing a l one l y v ig i l by n igh t ove r t he i r flocks . . .men a t t he bo t tom o f t he soc ia l
a n d e c o m i c s c a l e . F o r a n y r e c i p i e n t o f t h e b r e a d o f l i f e t h e r e i s n o d i s c r i m i n a
tion or prejedice because of race, social status, physical condition. Him who
c o m e s t o m e I w i l l n o t c a s t o u t .

In conclusion two thoughts come to mind as at Christmas time we thnnk God for
His gift, the true bread which comes down out of heaven, Pemember the gift is
not for ourselves alone, but multiplies with the sha-rijifT. even as 5 loaves and
2 fishes were multiplied. "As the Father has sent me, even so send T you." 20:21
The Qth.ej_jthDUght-, is illustrated by a KB^ TV show I saw yesterday morning. Grand
father Santa Claus had had a long busy night, and as he wearily stepped over the
threshold with gifts for the last household, he stumbled and fell. A little girl
came running out, helped him up, and brushed off his clothes with loud exclamation:
of how wonderful he had been to work so hard all night long. Then she brought a
beautifully wrapped package and placed it in his arms. "What's this?" asked a
surprised Santa. "It 's for you, grandfather Santa Claus." And at once other
children appeared with gifts for old Santa. As he departed other grandfathers met



a n d a s k e d , " W h y a r e y o u w e e p i n g ? " " I v / e e p f o r j o y, " h e s a i d . " L o n g h a v e I b e e n
g i v i n g a w a y g i f t s t o o t h e r s , a n d n o w f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e t h e s e c h i l d r e n h a v e g i v e n
m e g i f t s l " F u n n y t h i n g a b o u t a c c e p t i n g H o d ' s g i f t . . . w h e n r i g h t l y r e c e i v e d , i t s
r e c i p i e n t s b e g i n t o g i v e . . . t h e y g i v e t h e g i f t t o o t h e r s , b u t m o s t o f a l l , t h e y
g i v e t h e m s e l v e s b a c k a s g i f t s t o t h e G i v e r . . . w h i c h i s a l l H e e v e r w a n t e d a l l
a l o n g , f r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g !



T h e B a s i s o f o u r L o y a l t y

Scripture: Jn. 6:52-71•

Text: "Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall wo go? thoi
hcst the words of eternal l i fe. And we have believed and Icnow
that thou art the Holy One of Sod." Jn. 6:68-69.

Int ro . John 6 an account o f two days—al l that John te l ls o f
the two year central part of Christ 's ministry. Reflects the
growing tension between belief and unbelief on part of those who
heard Jesus. A great crowd following Jesus. Probably teaching
here was charac te r i s t i c o f tha t fo r two years , bu t g iven par t i cu
lar interest against background of two miracles in first part of
chapter (feeding of five thousand and walking upon sea). These
teachings confused some, antagonized others, convinced a few.
Many listeners began to desert him, including some dsiciples:
"Upon this many of his disciples went back and walked no more
with him." Perhaps in sadness, perhaps to test, perhaps to
streogtiifin conyicii-on by allowing it to be expressed, Jesus askS'
question: tfould ye also go away? Reminds us of question of
Josh. 24:15 ''^oose you this day whom ye will serve; whether
the gods which your fathers served...or the gods of the Amorites

Peter answered: "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words of eternal l i fe. And we have bel ieved and know that
thou art the Holy One of God." By his answer Peter declared
that (1) Apart from Jesus there is no answer; (2) Jesus has the
answer; (5) Jesus is the answer. So far as Peter was concerned
all the important qsastions of life had only one answer.

I. Apart from Jesus, there answer. "Lord to whom shall we
g o l

A. John six is full of questions of people.
V. 2$ "What must we do, that we may work the works of

G o d ? " 1
V. 50 "What then do^sTthou for a sign, that we may see

and believe thee? what workest thou?"
V. 42 "Is not this JeSus, the son of Joseph, whose fat

er and mother we know? how doth he now say, I am come down out 0
heaven?"

v. 52 "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?"
V, 60 "This is a hard saying; who can hear it?
V. 68 "Lord, to whom shall we go?" i^uestion of Peter

at once answers and puts to nought all the quibbling questions
t h a t o t h e r s h a d b e e n a s k i n g .

B. The world today asks questions, but they are following
t h e w r o n g a n s w e r s .



a. Humanisn—belief that man can ^ull himself up with
his own bootstfcape.

b . R a t i o n a l i s m — t h a t m a n ' s r e a s o n c a n w o r k o u t t h e
problems of the world.

c . E v o l u t i o n i s m — t h a t p r o g r e s s i s i n e v i t a b l e .
d. Conmunism—that society can be refashioned into

an efficient machine that disregards the law of god and the
natural longings of men.

e . Pagan ism—that in in fe r io r gods l i fe can be f iand ,
f. i'feterialisra—that in supplying 2:an's animal needs

i s u l t i m a t e s a t i s f a c t i o n .
g. Science—that the fruit® of science can give hap

piness. J'^ears to life, but l if^e to years."

II, Jesus has the answer. "Thou hast the words of eternal life."
A. The teaching of Jesus in this chapter alone grounds for

Peter's answer. He may have been an unlettered fisherman, and
withou question did not understand all he had heard Jesus say
that day, but shrewd enough to anjoiow that these were words of
e t e r n a l l i f e .

a . No t phys ica l b read bu t the ass im i la t i on o f a sp i r i t
ua l i s requ i red o f man . v, 27*

b. Man's part not to perform works of law but to
" b e l i e v e . " v, 2 9 *

c . Jesus ' c la im to heaven ly o r ig in .
Contrast wi th manna of Moses, v. ^2,^.

d. Jesus' claim to oneness with His father, v. k6.
e. Life-imparting powers—appropriation of Christ (his

flesh and blood) by faith, v. 55) 51) 55-5^'
B. Jesus has the answer for present happiness. Jn. 8j51-52

"If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; and ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." Remin
o f b e a t i t u d e s .

6. Jesus has the answer for human relations. Jn. 15j5^« "A
new comnandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; even^'
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another,"

D . J e s u s h a s t h e a n s w e r t o s a l v a t i o n f r o m s i n . J n . 1 0 : 1 5 r I
lay down my life for the sheep." JPn. l4:6 "I am the way, and/
t h e t r u t h a n d t h e l i f e ; n o o n e c o m e t h u n t o t h e F h t h e r b u t b y m e .

E . J e s u s h a s t h e a n s w e r f o r e t e r n i t y . T h r e e t i m e s i n t h i s
chapter asser t ion that thsHHx i f a man wi l l appropr ia te by fa i th
t h e b e n e fi t s o f f e r e d b y C h r i s t , " I w i l l r a i s e h i m u p a t t h e l a s t
d a y, " J n . 11 : 2 5 . " 1 " t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n , a n d t h e l i f e ; h e t h a t
bel ieveth on me, though he die, yet shal l he l ive; and whosoever
l i v o t h a n d b e l i e v e t h o n m e s h a l l n e v e r d i e . "

I I I . J e s u s i s t h e a n s w e r . " A n d w e h a v e b e l i e v e d a n d k n o w t h a t
thou art the Holy One of God,"



A. Purpose of John's Gospel. Jn. 20:^1 "These are writ
ten, that ye may believe that JeSUs is the ^irist, the Son of
"'od; and that believing ye may have life in his name."
John ssistxii selected signs—testimony. A sign is something
that proves something else. Two signs in this chapter,

B . M i rac l e o f f eed ing five t housand . Peop le t "Th i s i s
of a truth the prophet that cometh into the world," Ateempted
to make Jesus kin^.

C. Mi rac le o f walk ing on the water. Demonst ra t ion tha
while he had wtthrdrawn into the mountain to avoid letting the
people forcibly make him their kind of king, still ho was a king
and could demonstrate his divine powers to those of his disciple
percept ive enough.

D. Impact of the man Jesua, and His suffering and
resur rec t ion . Those who ques t ion these fac ts and the Chr is t ian
be l ie fs as to the in te rp re ta t ion o f them can find no be t te r
a n s w e r .

Jllus: "Sailor's Hcmie fire" p. 59



1

O N E T H I N G 1 K N Q U

Text I "One thing I know, that though I was bl ind, now I see." (John 9:25)

S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g : J o h n 9 : 1 - 1 2 , 2 ' v - 3 ' t

The disciples of Jesus must have enjoyed many a quiet chuckle as they recounted

J e s u s ' c u r e o f t h e m a n b o r n b l i n d , r e c o r d e d f o r u s i n J o h n 9 . T h e h u m o r i n t h i s

amusing incident lies in the unexpected defeat of the legalistic Pharisees by their
own arguments from the mouth of an ignorant but absolutely honest man for whom facts
were more impor tant than theor ies . We l ike th is fe l low "wi th h is s turdy independence,

and h i s re fusa l t o be cowed o r b rowbea ten ; w i t h h i s l oya l t y t o h i s bene fac to r, w i t h
h i s b l u n t a n d d i r e c t m o d e o f s p e e c h , w i t h h i s d a r i n g . . . w h i c h f a c e s t h e t e r r i b l e

prospect of excommunication...with his shrewd common sense..no ordinary person but a
r e a l m a n ( I B 6 1 5 ) To d a y l e t ' s l o o k a t t h e f a c e t s o f t h i s B i b l i c a l j e w e l f o r t h e

light and beauty they shed on how the Holy Spirit led one man step by step until he
accepted in fa i th the t ru th that he had indeed confronted h is Savior, Jesus Chr is t .

" fl s h e p a s s e d b y. " W h a t l o o k e d e n t i r e l y a c c i d e n t a l , w a s b y n o m e a n s a n a c c i d e n t .

I n t h i s G o s p e l , J o h n , t h e w r i t e r , c h o s e a s e r i e s o f e i g h t g r e a t " s i g n s " a s t h e

f r a m e w o r k f o r h i s l i f e o f C h r i s t , a n d t h e h e a l i n g o f t h e b l i n d m a n i s t h e s e v e n t h .

E a c h " s i g n " i l l u s t r a t e d a t h e m e . T h e a c c o u n t o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r m i r a c l e f o l l o w s t h e

teach ing in chapter 8 where Jesus proc la imed, " I am the l ioh t o f the wor ld . " Here a
man i n phys i ca l da r kness i s b rough t i n t o t he l i gh t so t ha t he cou ld see t he fie l ds ,
the flowers, and the faces of h is fami ly. . .a spectacular wi tness to the power of Jesus

t o c u r e a n d a n i l l u s t r a t i o n o f H i s p u r p o s e t o b r i n g p e r f e c t l i g h t t o t h o s e i n t h e

d a r k n e s s o f s i n . Ye t e v e n i n a n i n c i d e n t w h i c h s e e m s a l m o s t a c c i d e n t a l , J e s u s f o u n d

and recognized an opportunity. In the same way much of what we do for the Master is
f o u n d i n i n c i d e n t a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s o r c h a n c e m e e t i n g s w i t h o t h e r s . . . w h a t w e c a l l

a c c i d e n t s . . . b u t w h i c h a r e a r r a n g e d b y G o d H i m s e l f . . . a s t a u g h t i n t h i s s t o r y .

T h i s i s t h e o n l y r e c o r d o f o u r L o r d ' s d e a l i n g w i t h c o n g e n i t a l d i s e a s e .

Over look ing an oppor tun i ty fo r a hea l ing mi rac le , th is a f fo rded an oppor tun i ty fo r the

d i s c i p l e s t o s e t t l e a n o l d a r g u m e n t . " W h o s e s i n , t h i s m a n ' s o r h i s p a r e n t s , c a u s e d
h i m t o b e b o r n b l i n d ? " I t w a s a p o p u l a r n o t i o n t h a t p h y s i c a l d i s a b i l i t y i s t h e r e s u l t

o f s i n . T h e P h a r i s e e s s h a r e d t h i s v i e w a s s h o w n i n v e r s e 3 ^ w h e r e t h e y s p u r n e d t h e

blind man, declaring, "You were born in utter sin, and would vou teach us?" Some even

argued that such birth defects could be caused by sin on the part of an unborn infant!
How many d iscuss ion groups, or theo log ica l c lassrooms have consumed endless hours

t r y i ng t o so l ve t hese p rob lems o f t he r eason f o r su f f e r i ng , t he causes o f pa i n , t he

o r i g i n o f s i n !



J e s u s r e f u s e d t o a r g u e t h e q u e s t i o n o n t h i s o c c a s i o n . H e t u r n e d a t t e n t i o n a t

o n c e t o t h e o p p o r t u n i t y a t h a n d f o r s e r v i c e . S i n c e t h e G r e e k o r i g i n a l h a s n o

punc tua t i on a t a l l , D r. G . Campbe l l Mo rgan sugges t s a somewha t d i f f e ren t r end i t i on
h e r e : " N e i t h e r d i d t h i s m a n s i n , n o r h i s p a r e n t s . B u t t h a t t h e w o r k s o f G o d s h o u l d

b e m a d e m a n i f e s t i n h i m , w e m u s t w o r k t h e w o r k s o f H i m t h a t s e n t M e , w h i l e i t i s d a y . "

Jesus was teaching that God put this blind man there beside the road so that we can do

H i s w o r k . W o u l d t h a t w e c o u l d s o r e g a r d e v e r y m i s f o r t u n e , e v e r y p r o b l e m , e v e r y

o b s t a c l e c a s t i n o u r p a t h s ! J e s u s s a i d , " I a m n o t h e r e t o e x p l a i n t h e m y s t e r y o f

e v i l . I a m h e r e t o s o l v e t h e s e p r o b l e m s . I a m h e r e t o r e m o v e t h e c a u s e o f t h e m . " T h e

w o r l d w o u l d b e f a r b e t t e r o f f i f w e s p e n t l e s s t i m e a r g u i n g a n d m o r e t i m e t r y i n g t o

br ing God 's so lu t ions to bear on the "b l ind men" he p laces in our pa ths . For Jesus,
t h i s w a s a n o c c a s i o n t o d e m o n s t r a t e H i s w o r d s , " A s l o n o a s I a m i n t h e w o r l d . I a m t h e

l i g h t o f t h e w o r l d . "

T h e a c c o u n t o f t h e m i r a c l e i s b r i e f . J e s u s s p a t o n t h e g r o u n d , m a d e c l a y w i t h

i t , a n d a n o i n t e d t h e m a n ' s e y e s , o r d e r i n g h i m t o w a s h i n t h e p o o l o f S i l o a m . W e d o
n o t k n o w w h y H e u s e d t h i s m e t h o d , a l t h o u g h s p i t t l e w a s s u p p o s e d t o b e g o o d f o r

bl indness. Elsewhere Jesus used other and s impler methods such as merely laying His

h a n d s o n t h e p e r s o n t o b e c u r e d . " W i t h o u t m e a n s , o r w i t h m e a n s ; i t i s a l w a y s G o d w h o

heals."(Morgan 166) The man had nothing to lose by going and washing in the pool of
S i l o a m , s o o f c o u r s e h e d i d s o a n d r e t u r n e d s e e i n g . F r o m t h i s p o i n t o n w e h a v e a n

a m a z i n g a c c o u n t o f t h e g r o w t h o f U N B E L I E F i n t h e c r i t i c s o f J e s u s a n d o f B E L I E F i n t h e
m a n H e c u r e d .

I n i t i a l l y i t w a s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e t h a t t h e r e b y n o n - b e l i e f . F o r t h i s f a m i l i a r

b e g g a r w h o h a d s a t f o r y e a r s b e s i d e t h e r o a d t o b e i n s t a n t l y c u r e d w a s d i f fi c u l t t o
b e l i e v e . E v e r y b o d y w h o k n e w h i m i n s t a n t l y r a i s e d t h i s q u e s t i o n , " I s h e r e a l l y t h e m a n

who used to sit here beggino?" Some said he was, others that there was only a strong

r e s e m b l a n c e . W h e n q u e s t i o n e d h i m s e l f , t h i s f o r m e r b l i n d m a n s a i d t e r s e l y , " I a m t h e

m a n . " T h e s e q u e s t i o n e r s s e e m t o h a v e a c c e p t e d h i s a n s w e r , b u t b e c a u s e o f t h e

m a g n i t u d e o f t h e m i r a c l e , l e d h i m t o t h e P h a r i s e e s .

T h i s b e c a m e t h e b e s t a t t e s t e d o f a l l t h e m i r a c l e s o f J e s u s . T h o s e P h a r i s e e s

fi r s t i n t e r r o g a t e d t h e m a n h i m s e l f , t h e n h i s p a r e n t s , a n d t h e n t h e m a n a s e c o n d t i m e .

I n i t i a l l y t h e y r e f u s e d t o b e l i e v e a n y t h i n g h a d h a p p e n e d , s u s p e c t i n g a h o a x .

I m p o s s i b l e t h i n g s j u s t d o n ' t h a p p e n , t h e y r e a s o n e d . H e n c e , t h e y q u e s t i o n e d t h e m a n ' s

p a r e n t s w h o c o n fi r m e d t h a t t h i s m a n w a s t h e i r s o n a n d t h a t h e h a d b e e n b o r n b l i n d .
However they refused to comment on how he was cured because of the r isk of being

thrown out o f the synagogue as the Jews had threatened to do to anyone confess ing



J e s u s t o b e t h e C h r i s t . A n y d i s i n t e r e s t e d p a r t y s e e i n g t h i s r e j e c t i o n o f c l e a r

e v i d e n c e w o u l d b e f o r c e d t o e x c l a i m : " T h e s e J e w s a r e b l i n d . . . b l i n d t o f a c t s , b l i n d t o

t e s t i m o n y , b l i n d t o t h e t r u t h ' . " A t t h e e n d o f t h i s c h a p t e r J e s u s c a m e c l o s e t o

s a y i n g s o : " F o r j u d g e m e n t I c a m e i n t o t h e w o r l d . . . t h e k i n d o f j u d g e m e n t t h a t s e p a r a t e s
a l l m e n i n t o t h o s e w h o b e l i e v e a n d t h o s e w h o d o n o t b e l i e v e . . . t h a t t h o s e w h o d o n o t

s e e m a y s e e , a n d t h a t t h o s e w h o s e e m a y b e c o m e b l i n d . " E v e n t h e P h a r i s e e s c a u g h t t h e

i m p l i c a t i o n a n d r e t o r t e d : " A r e w e a l s o b l i n d ? "

W h a t c a u s e d t h i s b l i n d n e s s , w h a t w a s t h e " h a n g - u p ? " E s s e n t i a l l y i t w a s b l i n d

r e j e c t i o n o f c l e a r f a c t s i n f a v o r o f s t u b b o r n a d h e r e n c e t o t h e i r o w n fi x e d i d e a o f h o w

G o d d e a l s w i t h m e n . F o r t h e m , G o d w a s r e v e a l e d t h r o u g h t h e l a w o f M o s e s o f w h i c h o n l y

t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n w a s t h e t r u e v e r s i o n . T h e l a w s a i d , " R e m e m b e r t h e S a b b a t h d a y t o

k e e p i t h o l y . " T h e y c l a i m e d t h a t t h i s p r o h i b i t e d t h e m a k i n g o f c l a y o r t h e a n o i n t i n g

o f t h e e y e s w i t h s p i t t l e o n t h e s a b b a t h . . . a n d t h a t w a s t h a t ' . B e c a u s e J e s u s h a d d o n e

t h e s e t h i n g s o n t h e S a b b a t h , H e w a s a s i n n e r . B e c a u s e h e w a s a s i n n e r h e c o u l d n o t

h a v e p e r f o r m e d t h e m i r a c l e . B e c a u s e a m i r a c l e c o u l d n o t h a v e h a p p e n e d a t t h e h a n d s o f

J e s u s , t h e b l i n d m a n w a s l y i n g . R i d i c u l o u s ! . . w e s a y . H o w u n s c i e n t i fi c t o r e a s o n f r o m

t h e o r y t o f a c t , r a t h e r t h a n v i c e v e r s a ! I g n o r e t h e g l o r i o u s f a c t t h a t a m a n ' s e y e s
w e r e o p e n e d ! F o r g e t t h a t t h e d a r k n e s s o f a w h o l e l i f e w i t h a l l i t s d i s c o m f o r t s a n d

d i s c o u r a g e m e n t s a n d e x c l u s i o n s f r o m n o r m a l l i v i n g h a d b e e n d i s p e l l e d , a n d a m i s e r a b l e
w r e t c h w a s n o w a l l o w e d t o l i v e f u l l y , f r e e l y , a n d n o r m a l l y ! G h n o ! . . . k e e p i n g t h e l a w

o f M o s e s a s w e P h a r i s e e s c o n s t r u e i t i s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n m e e t i n g h u m a n n e e d !

F a i l u r e t o f o l l o w o u r w a y i s s i n !

H o w m a n y m o d e r n c o u n t e r p a r t s a r e j u s t a s b l i n d t o t r u t h , u n w i l l i n g t o a c c e p t

f a c t s a n d g i v e g l o r y t o G o d ! G o d ' s w o r l d i s a l l a b o u t u s , b u t m a n y f a i l t o r e c o g n i z e

i t a s s u c h . G o d ' s W o r d r e v e a l s H i m , b u t m a n y d e n y t h a t r e c o r d ! S i n c e m i r a c l e s

c o n t r a d i c t t h e l a w s o f n a t u r e , o f h u m a n r e a s o n , o f s c i e n t i fi c k n o w l e d g e , t h e y a r e

u n a c c e p t a b l e n o m a t t e r w h a t e v i d e n c e t h e r e i s t o t h e c o n t r a r y ! L i v e s a r e c h a n g e d b y
t h e m i r a c l e o f C h r i s t t a k i n g u p H i s h o m e i n t h e i r h e a r t s . . . b u t f a m i l i e s a n d n e i g h b o r s

a n d e n e m i e s r e f u s e , l i k e t h o s e P h a r i s e e s , t o s e e t h e f a c t s !

T h e r e s p o n s e o f t h e b l i n d m a n w a s t h e e x a c t o p p o s i t e o f t h e J e w s . H e i s t h e h e r o

h e r e . B e c a u s e h e w a s b l i n d h e m u s t h a v e b e e n u n e d u c a t e d . U n a b l e t o e a r n a l i v i n g , h e
w a s p o o r a n d d e p e n d e d o n b e g g i n g . H e w a s a c c u s t o m e d t o c r u e l t a u n t s a n d t h e u n k i n d

b a n t e r i n g o f t h o s e w h o t a k e fi e n d i s h d e l i g h t i n t e a s i n g s u c h u n f o r t u n a t e p e o p l e .

P o s s i b l y t h a t w a s h o w h e h a d l e a r n e d t h e v a l u e o f t h e b r i e f r e t o r t , a n d a c e r t a i n c o o l

p r a c t i c a l l o g i c i n f r e e d e b a t e . F o r a l l t h e i r t r a i n i n g i n s c h o l a r l y r e a s o n i n g a n d

t h i n k i n g t h e P h a r i s e e s f o u n d t h e i r m a t c h i n h i s i r r e f u t a b l e a r g u m e n t . I n t h i s



c h a p t e r , J e s u s i s t h e s p e a k e r i n 8 v e r s e s a n d t h e b l i n d m a n i n 1 3 . H i s r e m a r k s s h o w

s t e a d y p r o g r e s s i o n f r o m i n i t i a l a c c e p t a n c e o f a n i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e f a c t w h i c h h a d

changed his whole l i fe, to a reasoned convict ion about the One who had brought about
t h a t c h a n g e a n d a c c e p t a n c e o f H i m a s L o r d . L i s t e n t o t h e d i a l o g u e i n ^ s c e n e s :

1 . T H E B L I N D M A N A N D H I S N E I G H B O R S .

N e i g h b o r s : " I s n o t t h i s t h e m a n w h o u s e d t o s i t a n d b e g ?

S o m e : " I t i s h e . "

O t h e r s : " N o , b u t h e i s l i k e h i m . "

B l i n d m a n : " I a m t h e m a n . "

Ne ighbors ; "Then how were your eyes opened?"

B l i n d m a n : " T h e m a n c a l l e d J e s u s m a d e c l a y a n d a n o i n t e d m y e y e s a n d s a i d t o
m e : G o t S i l o a m a n d w a s h ; s o I w e n t a n d w a s h e d a n d r e c e i v e d m y
s i g h t . "

N e i g h b o r s : " W h e r e i s h e ? "

B l i n d m a n : " I d o n o t k n o w . "

H e r e i s t h e b a l d s t a t e m e n t o f t h e c a s e , n o t d r e s s e d u p w i t h a n y d e t a i l s . A l l t h e

b l i n d m a n k n e w w a s t h a t " a m a n c a l l e d J e s u s " g a v e h i m h i s s i g h t .

5 . THE BLIND MAN AND THE PHARISEES. (F i rs t in ter rogat ion)

P h a r i s e e s : " H o w d i d y o u r e c e i v e y o u r s i g h t ? "

B l i n d m a n : " H e p u t c l a y o n m y e y e s ; a n d 1 w a s h e d , a n d I s e e . " ( H e r e h e g a v e
o n l y a n a b b r e v i a t e d s u m m a r y. )

P h a r i s e e s : ( N o w d i v i d e d a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s )

S o m e : " T h i s m a n i s n o t f r o m G o d , f o r h e d o e s n o t k e e p t h e s a b b a t h . "

O the rs : "How can a man who i s a s i nne r do such s igns? "

A g a i n : " W h a t d o y o u s a y a b o u t h i m , s i n c e h e h a s o p e n e d y o u r e y e s ? "

B l i n d m a n : " H e i s a p r o p h e t . "

T h e P h a r i s a i c a r g u m e n t w a s n o t l o s t o n t h e b l i n d m a n . N o m a t t e r w h i c h s i d e o f t h e i r

d e b a t e w a s r i g h t , h e c o u l d s e e t h a t t h e o n l y c o n c l u s i o n w a s t h a t J e s u s w a s m o r e t h a n

a n o r d i n a r y m a n . S o h i s o p i n i o n o f J e s u s a d v a n c e s a s t e p f u r t h e r w i t h t h e d e c l a r a t i o n

" H e i s a p r o p h e t . " T h i s p u t J e s u s i n t o a c l a s s w i t h p r o p h e t s s u c h a s E l i j a h o r

E l i j a h .

3 . T H E B L I N D M A N A N D T H E P H A R I S E E S . ( S e c o n d i n t e r r o g a t i o n , a f t e r c o n fi r m a t i o n b y

t h e m a n " s p a r e n t s .

P h a r i s e e s ; " G i v e G o d t h e p r a i s e ; w e k n o w t h a t t h i s m a n i s a s i n n e r . "

B l i n d m a n : " W h e t h e r h e i s a s i n n e r 1 d o n o t k n o w , o n e t h i n g 1 k n o w , t h a t
t h o u g h 1 w a s b l i n d , n o w I s e e . "

T h e P h a r i s e e s w e r e t r y i n g t o e s t a b l i s h t h a t G o d h a d d i r e c t l y h e a l e d t h e b l i n d m a n ,

t h a t J e s u s h a d h a d n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h i t b e c a u s e ( t o t h e m ) H e w a s a s i n n e r . T h e b l i n d

m a n d e f e r r e d t o t h e i r s u p e r i o r w i s d o m a b o u t t h e s i n f u l n e s s o f J e s u s , b u t i n s i s t e d t h a t
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h e w a s s u r e h e h a d b e e n b l i n d a n d t h a t J e s u s h a d c u r e d h i m . E v e n t h e P h a r i s e e s

r e a l i z e d t h e y c o u l d n o t m a k e t h e i r a r g u m e n t s t i c k t h a t J e s u s h a d n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h
t h e
h e a l i n g , s o t h e y a s k e d a g a i n :

P h a r i s e e s : " W h a t d i d h e d o t o y o u ? H o w d i d h e o p e n y o u r e y e s ? "

B l ind man: " I have to ld you a l ready and you would not l i s ten. Why do you
w a n t t o h e a r i t a g a i n ? D o y o u t o o w a n t t o b e c o m e h i s d i s c i p l e s ? "

H e w a s i r k e d a t h a v i n g t o r e p e a t t h e a c c o u n t a l r e a d y c l e a r l y r e l a t e d s e v e r a l t i m e s .

P e r h a p s h e s a w a n a t t e m p t t o t r a p h i m w i t h s o m e v e r b a l i n c o n s i s t e n c y i n h i s a c c o u n t ,

b u t w i t h t h e i n s t i n c t s o f a k e e n d e b a t e r h e w e n t o n t h e o f f e n s i v e w i t h a b r i l l i a n t

t h r u s t : " W h a t ' s t h e m a t t e r . . . a r e y o u i n t e r e s t e d i n b e c o m i n g a f o l l o w e r o f J e s u s t o o ? "

P h a r i s e e s ; " Yo u a r e h i s d i s c i p l e , b u t w e a r e d i s c i p l e s o f M o s e s . W e k n o w
tha t God has spoken to Moses , bu t as f o r t h i s man , we do no t know
w h e r e h e c o m e s f r o m . "

B l i n d m a n ; " W h y, t h i s i s a m a r v e l t Yo u d o n o t k n o w w h e r e h e c o m e s f r o m , a n d
y e t h e o p e n e d m y e y e s . We k n o w t h a t G o d d o e s n o t l i s t e n t o

s i n n e r s , b u t i f a n y o n e i s a w o r s h i p p e r o f G o d a n d d o e s h i s w i l l
G o d l i s t e n s t o h i m . N e v e r s i n c e t h e w o r l d b e g a n h a s i t b e e n h e a r d
t h a t a n y o n e o p e n e d t h e e y e s o f a m a n b o r n b l i n d . I f t h i s m a n w e r e n o t f r o m G o d , h e
c o u l d d o n o t h i n g . "

P h a r i s e e s : " Yo u w e r e b o r n i n u t t e r s i n , a n d w o u l d y o u t e a c h u s ? "

P r o d d e d b y t h e P h a r i s e e s , t h e b l i n d m a n ' s t h i n k i n g h a d r e a c h e d t h e v e r y c o n c l u s i o n

t h e y f e a r e d : f a i t h i n J e s u s ! T h e i r a r g u m e n t t h a t J e s u s w a s a s i n n e r a n d c o u l d n o t
h a v e p e r f o r m e d a m i r a c l e b r o u g h t h i m t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t J e s u s w a s n o t a s i n n e r b u t

a c t u a l l y c a m e f r o m G o d b e c a u s e h e k n e w t h e f a c t t h a t a m i r a c l e h a d c u r e d h i s
b l i n d n e s s . A c t u a l l y a g r o w i n g f a c t i o n o f t h e P h a r i s e e s w a s r e a c h i n g t h e s a m e

c o n c l u s i o n a n d w e r e s a y i n g a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s a b o u t J e s u s : " T h e s e a r e n o t t h e s a y i n g s o f

o n e w h o h a s a d e m o n . C a n a d e m o n o p e n t h e e v e s o f t h e b l i n d ? " F a c t s w e r e o v e r c o m i n g

p re jud i ces I

T H E B L I N D M A N A N D J E S U S . N o w t h e P h a r i s e e s " c a s t o u t " t h e b l i n d m a n , b u t

J e s u s h a d c o m e w i t h a s p e c i a l m i s s i o n t o t h o s e c a s t o u t w h e t h e r b y s o c i e t y o r b y t h e

re l ig ious es tab l ishment . True to H is nature , he sought th is man out .
J e s u s : " D o y o u b e l i e v e i n t h e S o n o f m a n ?

B l i n d m a n : " A n d w h o i s h e , s i r , t h a t I m a y b e l i e v e i n h i m ? "

J e s u s ; " Yo u h a v e s e e n h i m , a n d i t i s h e w h o s p e a k s t o y o u . "

B l i n d m a n : " L o r d , I b e l i e v e . " ( A n d h e w o r s h i p p e d H i m . )

T h i s m a n w a s n e v e r o n e t o w a s t e w o r d s , b u t h e s a i d a l l t h a t w a s n e c e s s a r y . " 1

be l ieve" . . . " I accept you, accept your cure o f my eyes, accept you as the l igh t o f the

w o r l d . " I b e l i e v e h e c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e i n t h a t L i g h t a n d t o l e t t h e L i g h t s h i n e i n

h i s l i f e . H o w d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e P h a r i s e e s w h o f a i l e d t o s e e t h e l i g h t b e c a u s e o f

t h e i r s t u b b o r n a d h e r e n c e t o t h e i r o w n l i t t l e r u l e s b l i n d e d t h e m . O r g a n i z e d r e l i g i o n

e x c o m m u n i c a t e d a m a n , b u t t h a t m a n i n f e l l o w s h i p w i t h J e s u s e x c o m m u n i c a t e d o r g a n i z e d

r e l i g i o n !



I th ink the b l ind man was s t i l l p resent when Jesus fin ished His d iscourse which

continues into half of chapter 10. Here Jesus proclaimed two more "I am-s." "I am
the door of the sheep." "I am the good shepherd." How comforting to a man born
blind, miraculously cured, cast out by his own people, to know that Jesus stood by as
the "door" and as the "good shepherd I" Because that is what Jesus does; He not only
brings the miraculous cure, he stands as guard, as comforter, as companion, as source
of sustenance, as a living Presence in our lives, the shepherd is the Biblical figure
of author i ty. The former author i ty, the Jews, exc luded th is man. Jesus became a new

center of authority. He opened the door to a new economy, and assumed authority over
i t .

Sir George Adam Smith told of travelling in the Near East with a guide and coming
across a shepherd and his sheep. He fel l into conversat ion wi th him. the man showed

him the fold into which the sheep were led at night. It consisted of four walls, with
a way in. Sir George said to h, "That is where they go at night?" "Yes," said the
shepherd, "and when they are in there, they are perfectly safe." "But there is no
door, " sa id S i r George . " I am the door, " sa id the shepherd . He was no t a Chr i s t i an

man, he was not speaking in the language of the New Testament. He was speaking from
the Arab shepherd's standpoint. Sir George looked at him and said, "What do you mean

by the door?" Said the shepherd, "When the light has gone, and all the sheep are
inside, I lie in that open space, an no sheep ever goes out but across my body, and no
wolf comes in unless he crosses my body; I am the door." (Morgan, 177)

Is it surprising that at the end of such a miracle and teachings, even some of
the Pharisees said of Jesus, "These are not the savings of one who has a demon. Can a

d e m o n o p e n t h e e y e s o f t h e b l i n d ? "

A m a z i n g g r a c e . . . h o w s w e e t t h e s o u n d . . .
T h a t s a v e d a w r e t c h l i k e m e .
I once was lost, but now am found,
W a s b l i n d , b u t n o w I s e e .

J o h n N e w t o n
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T H E M I N D O F C H R I S T

fi l l s ' /

t i / n

lex t : " I f I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet , you a lso ought to wash
o n e ' a n o t h e r ' s f e e t . " J o h n 1 3 : 1 ^ .

" T h e w o r l d i s f u l l o f p e o p l e w h o a r e s t a n d i n g o n t h e i r d i g n i t y w h e n t h e y o u g h t t o

b e k n e e l i n g a t t h e f e e t o f t h e i r b r e t h r e n . " ( B a r c l a y , " J o h n " p . 1 6 2 ) O n t h e e v e n i n g

b e f o r e H i s c r u c i fi x i o n , J e s u s u s e d a s t u n n i n g e x a m p l e t o t e a c h t h i s t o H i s d i s c i p l e s .

T h e m o s t e f f e c t i v e t e a c h e r i s a l w a y s o n e w h o p r a c t i c e s w h a t h e p r e a c h e s , a n d t h a t i s

e x a c t l y w h a t t h e G r e a t e s t o f a l l t e a c h e r s d i d t h a t n i g h t . T h i s o b j e c t l e s s o n w a s a l s o
a n i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e w h o l e p u r p o s e a n d m a n n e r o f H i s c o m i n g i n t o t h e w o r l d , w h i c h

w a s " n o t t o b e s e r v e d , b u t t o s e r v e , a n d t o . , . g i v e . H i s _ l . i . f e _ . a 5 § r a n s o m f o r m a n y. "

K n o w i n g t h a t s o o n H e w o u l d l e a v e H i s d i s c i p l e s , J e s u s l o n g e d t o h a v e t h e m f o l l o w H i s

e x a m p l e , a n d t h u s t o t r u l y r e p r e s e n t H i m i n t h e w o r l d . T h e k e y v e r s e h e r e i s J o h n

1 3 : 1 4 . " I f I t h e n , t h e L o r d a n d t h e Te a c h e r t w a s h e d y o u r f . e e t , y o u a l s o o u g h t t o w a s h

o n e a n o t h e r ' s f e e t . " A s w e a p p r o a c h t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e l o r d ' s S u p p e r , i t i s

a p p r o p r i a t e f o r u s t o l o o k a t t h e s e t t i n g , t h e . s e r v i c e , a n d t h e s y f n b o l f o u n d h e r e i n
o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t m o m e n t s i n t h e t e a c h i n g m i n i s t r y o f o u r L o r d , a s H e p r e p a r e d t o

i n s t i t u t e t h i s s a c r a m e n t .

I . J H E S E T T I N G . T h i s p a s s a g e i s r e m a r k a b l e n o t o n l y f o r w h a t i t t e l l s u s o f t h e

p h y s i c a l s e t t i n g , b u t a l s o f o r i t s d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e m i n d a n d m o o d o f J e s u s . H e w a s
w i t h H i s d i s c i p l e s i n a n u p p e r r o o m i n J e r u s a l e m w h i c h h a d b e e n p r e p a r e d b y t h e m o n

i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m t h e M a s t e r f o r t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e P a s s o v e r f e a s t . T h e t a b l e w a s

s e t a n d t h e c o u c h e s o n w h i c h p a r t i c i p a n t s w o u l d r e c l i n e w e r e a r r a n g e d a r o u n d i t . To

o n e s i d e o n a s t a n d w a s a b a s i n o f w a t e r a n d a t o w e l w a i t i n g t o b e u s e d . B u t t h e m o s t

i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h i s s e t t i n g w a s t h e m i n d o f J e s u s H i m s e l f .

1 , JE^B KNEW THAT HIS HOUR HAD COME TO_pEP^T ou t o f t h i s wor ld to the Fa the r.

" H a y i n g l o v e d h i s o w n w h o w e r e i n t h e w o r l d , h e l o v e d t h e m t o t h e e n d . " H e k n e w t h a t
t h e n e x t d a y n o t o n l y d e a t h b u t a t e r r i b l y p a i n f u l a n d a g o n i z i n g o r d e a l a w a i t e d H i m .

N o t o n l y p h y s i c a l d e a t h , b u t t h e b u r d e n o f t h e p e n a l t y o f h u m a n s i n w o u l d b e H i s .

M o r e t h a n m a n y o t h e r g r e a t m e n w h o h a v e b e e n c a l m i n t h e f a c e o f d e a t h , J e s u s w a n t e d

t o u s e e v e r y m o m e n t t o m a k e t h a t d e a t h m e a n i n g f u l t o H i s f o l l o w e r s b o t h t h e n a n d n o w .

R a t h e r t h a n s h o w i n g f e a r a n d a n x i e t y a b o u t H i m s e l f , H e d e m o n s t r a t e d a g a i n t h e l o v e f o r

o t h e r s H e h a d a l w a y s e x h i b i t e d d u r i n g H i s m i n i s t r y a n d w h i c h H e w o u l d s h o w s u p r e m e l y

o n t h e c r o s s o n t h e m o r r o w. E v e n w i t h J u d a s p r e s e n t . H e l o v e d t h o s e d i s c i p l e s " t o t h e

e n ^ " . . . a n d t h a t e x p r e s s i o n " t o t h e e n d " m e a n s n o t o n l y t o t h e e n d o f t h e t i m e H e h a d
w i t h t h e m , b u t a l s o i n t h e w i d e s t a n d f u l l e s t p o s s i b l e d i m e n s i o n s . H e l o v e d t h e m e v e n
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though He knew they were shamefully involved in bitter disputes among themselves as to
who was the greatest, and though they were guilty of unloving behavior as a result.
Despite their wrangling and with the shadow that "the.hgur had come" hanging over
H i m . . . J e s u s w a s f u l l o f l o v e " t o t h e e n d . "

2 . J E S U S K N E l - J l - J H O H A S T O B E T R A Y H I M . H e k n e w a l l a b o u t t h e s i n i s t e r

preparations Judas had made to betray Him. He knew that Satan had entered the heart
o f Judas , tha t a l l the p lans had been la id , and tha t the be t rayer was mere ly wa i t ing

to see what Jesus was l i ke ly to do the res t o f the even ing before leav ing the upper

r o o m . F o r m o s t o f u s a s i t u a t i o n l i k e t h i s w o u l d h a v e a r o u s e d b i t t e r n e s s a n d

r e s e n t m e n t a n d h a t r e d . T h e r e i s n o t h i n g w h i c h c a n s t i r t h e s e e m o t i o n s s o q u i c k l y a s

the knowledge that we are being deceived or betrayed by those whom we have loved and
t r u s t e d . S o f a r a s J e s u s w a s c o n c e r n e d , l o v i n g e v e n J u d a s " t g _ t h e e n d " m e a n t g i v i n g

h im every poss ib le chance to repent . 'The as tound ing th ing about Jesus was that the

m o r e m e n h u r t H i m , t h e m o r e H e l o v e d t h e m . . . b u t J e s u s m e t t h e g r e a t e s t i n j u r y , t h e

supreme d is loya l ty, w i th the greatest humi l i ty and the supreme love." (Barc lay 161) .

3; JESUS KNEU THftT THE FATHER HAD GIVEN ALL THINGS INTO HIS HANDS, and that He
h a d c o m e f r o m G o d a n d w a s g o i n g t o G o d . We h a v e j u s t p o i n t e d o u t t h a t J e s u s k n e w t h a t

H i s h o u r o f h u m i l i a t i o n o n t h e c r o s s w a s n e a r . H e a l s o k n e w t h a t t h e h o u r o f H i s

g l o r y w a s a p p r o a c h i n g . " A l l t h i n g s " w e r e c o m m i t t e d i n t o H i s h a n d s . . . w h a t a n a w e s o m e
r e a l i z a t i o n : a l l c r e a t i o n , a l l a u t h o r i t y , a l l o p p o r t u n i t y t o b r i n g H i s F a t h e r ' s

s a v i n g p o w e r t o b e a r o n s i n f u l m a n k i n d l N o t o n l y s o , b u t H e w a s d e e p l y c o n s c i o u s o f
H i s o w n o r i g i n . . . H e h a d c o m e f o r t h f r o m G o d , a n d o f H i s o w n d e s t i n y. . . H e w a s g o i n g t o

G o d . H e k n e w w h o H e w a s . . . t h e D i v i n e S o n o f G o d ! B u t r a t h e r t h a n t a k e p r i d e i n t h i s

o r b o a s t a b o u t H i m s e l f , H e c h o s e t o t h i n k o f H i s d i s c i p l e s a n d t o o f f e r w o r d s o f

c o m f o r t a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t : " L e t n o t y o u r h e a r t s b e t r o u b l e d , " H e s a i d , " I . g o t o

P ' ' 6 p § r f i . i L . - f o r . , y o y . j " " W h a t s o e v e r y o u a s k i n m v n a m e , J w i l l d o i t , " a n d " I
w i l . l _ s e n d y o u a n o t h e r C o m f o r t e r . , j _ t h e H o l y S p i r i t . " R a t h e r t h a n c l a i m t h e o b e i s a n c e

a n d s e r v i c e o f o t h e r s , H e c h o s e t h e p a t h o f h u m i l i t y . H e k n e w t h a t t h e p o w e r s a n d

p r e r o g a t i v e s o f G o d H i m s e l f w e r e i n H i s h a n d s , b u t H e t o o k a t o w e l i n t o t h o s e h a n d s
a n d w a s h e d t h e f e e t o f o r d i n a r y m e n !

I I . T H E S E R V I C E . " W h e n C h r i s t s e r v e s , H e s e r v e s p e r f e c t l y . " ( W e s t c o t t , " J o h n " , p .

1 9 0 ) . T h e a c c o u n t i s b r i e f , b u t i t i s d e s c r i p t i v e a n d a c c u r a t e , a n d i t i s a b u n d a n t l y

e v i d e n t t h a t t h e w r i t e r w a s a n e y e - w i t n e s s o f w h a t t o o k p l a c e . . . a f a c t o f w h i c h J o h n

f r e q u e n t l y p r i d e d h i m s e l f w h e n w r i t i n g . S e v e n s i m p l e m o t i o n s c o m p l e t e d t h e s e r v i c e :
1 . T h e r i s i n g f r o m H i s p l a c e a t t h e t a b l e .

2 . T h e l a y i n g a s i d e o f H i s o u t e r r o b e s .



3

3 . T h e t a k i n g t h e t o w e l .

T h e g i r d i n g H i m s e l f w i t h t h e t o w e l .

5 . The pou r j ^ng . o f t he wa te r.

6 . T h e w a s h i n g t h e d i s c i p l e s ' f e e t .

7 . T h e w i p i n g w i t h t h e t o w e l .

A l l o f u s d e l i g h t i n s e e i n g s o m e t h i n g d o n e fl a w l e s s l y , w h e t h e r i t b e a p a i n t i n g ,

a b a s k e t b a l l g a m e , o r a s u r g i c a l o p e r a t i o n . S o w i t h J e s u s o n t h i s o c c a s i o n . T h e

people of Jesus ' day wore sandals on thei r feet . Because roads were usual ly hot and

d u s t y i t w a s a s i m p l e s i g n o f c o u r t e s y t o p r o v i d e c l e a n l i n e s s a n d c o m f o r t t o q u e s t s b y

having the i r feet washed. There were a lways great waterpots near the f ront door, and
a s e r v a n t s t o o d r e a d y w i t h d i p p e r a n d t o w e l t o w a s h t h e f e e t o f e n t e r i n g q u e s t s . B u t

w h e n s e r v a n t s c o u l d n o t b e a f f o r d e d , t h e y o u n g e s t w o u l d n a t u r a l l y h e e x p e c t e d t o

s u b s t i t u t e . O n t h i s o c c a s i o n c o m p e t i t i o n a n d p r i d e p r e v e n t e d t h e d i s c i p l e s f r o m

c o m p l y i n g w i t h t h e d e m a n d s o f c i r c u m s t a n c e e v e n t h o u g h t h e y c o u l d n o t h e l p b u t

r e c o g n i z e t h e n e e d .

I n t h i s s i t u a t i o n i t w a s t h e G r e a t e s t w h o w a s w i l l i n g t o s t o o p t h e f a r t h e s t .

T h i s o n e i n c i d e n t i s a m i n i a t u r e i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e w h o l e r o l e o f C h r i s t i n d i v e s t i n g

H i m s e l f o f h e a v e n l y g l o r y t o c o m e t o e a r t h . T h e K i n g b e c a m e t h e S e r v a n t . A s P a u l

e x p r e s s e d i t i n P h i l i p p i a n s 2 : 7 - 8 , " A l t h o u g h H e e ^ s t e d i n _ t h e f o r m o f G o d < H e > d i d

Q p t r ^ s r d e g u a l j t y w i t h G o d a t h i n g t o b e g r a s p e d , b u t e m p t i e d H i m s e l f , t a k i n g . t h e

f o r m o f _ a b o n d - s e r v a n t . ^ , " T h e d i s c i p l e s h a d b e e n c l a i m i n g " fi r s t p l a c e " a n d a s a

r e s u l t w e r e a f r a i d o f l o w e r i n g t h e m s e l v e s t o d o w h a t J e s u s n o w d i d . B u t f o r J e s u s t o

w a s h t h e i r f e e t m u s t h a v e b e e n d e e p l y e m b a r r a s s i n g a n d u n a c c e p t a b l e t o a l l o f t h e m .

Y e t o n l y P e t e r g a v e v e n t t o t h e q u e s t i o n i n t h e h e a r t s o f a l l o f t h e m .

" L o r d j ^ d Q v o u w a s h m y f e e t ? " J e s u s a n s w e r e d , " Yo u d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d n o w, _ b u t y o u

w i l l l a t e r o n . " " B u t , L o r d , y o u m u s t n o t w ^ s h _ m y . f e e t . " " I f I d o n o t w a s h y o u r f e e t ,

v o u h a v e n o p a r t j n _ _ m e , _ P e t e r . " C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y P e t e r i m p u l s i v e l y r e v e r s e d

h i m s e l f , " L p r d , _ . i f . . t h a t ' s t h e c a s e d o n j t j u s t w a s h m y f e e t b u t m y h a n d s a n d h e a d a s
w e l l . " A m o m e n t a g o h e t o l d h i s M a s t e r H e w a s d o i n g t o o m u c h ; n o w h e t e l l s H i m H e i s

d o i n g t o o l i t t l e ! J e s u s r e p l i e d , " H e w h o h a s b a t h e d n e e d s o n l y t o w a s h h i s f e e t , b u t
i s g p m p l e t e l y. c l e a j r j ; . a j i d y o u ^ r e c i e a n , . . b u t n o t a l 1 o f y o u . " J e s u s w a s t a l k i n g a b o u t

t h e c u s t o m o f g o i n g t o a b a t h - h o u s e b e f o r e a t t e n d i n g a f e a s t , i n w h i c h c a s e a f t e r

w a l k i n g a l o n g a d u s t y s t r e e t o n l y t h e f e e t h a d t o b e w a s h e d . I t h i n k b y t h e s e w o r d s
J e s u s w a s t e a c h i n g u s t h a t t h e p e r s o n w h o h a s r e c e i v e d C h r i s t a s S a v i o r h y f a i t h a n d

t h u s h a s h i s s i n s w a s h e d a w a y i n t h e s i g h t o f G o d , d o e s n o t n e e d t o b e r e p e a t e d l y

j u s t i fi e d b e f o r e G o d a g a i n . . . l i k e t a k i n g r e p e a t e d b a t h s . . . b u t b e c a u s e i n h i s d a i l y
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l i f e h e c o n s t a n t l y d o e s c o m m i t s i n , h e m u s t c o m e r e p e a t e d l y t o G o d i n r e p e n t a n c e a n d

a s k f o r f o r g i v e n e s s . . . 1 i k e g e t t i n g f e e t w a s h e d e v e r y t i m e h e e n t e r s a h o u s e . J e s u s

w a s u s i n g e v e r y s i t u a t i o n t o i n s t r u c t H i s d i s c i p l e s a n d u s .

G a t h e r i n g a t t h e L o r d ' s t a b l e f o r t h e c o m m u n i o n s e r v i c e i s a t i m e t o r e m e m b e r
t h a t b y H i s d e a t h , J e s u s h a s a l r e a d y s a v e d u s . I n t h i s s e n s e , b y o u r f a i t h i n t h i s

S a v i o r , B o d h a s a c c e p t e d u s a s r i g h t e o u s . L i k e a p e r s o n e m e r g i n g f r o m a b a t h , w e h a v e
b e e n c l e a n s e d o f o u r s i n . . . a s s y m b o l i z e d i n t h e s a c r a m e n t o f b a p t i s m . H u t t h e

c o m m u n i o n s e r v i c e i s a t i m e t o e x a m i n e o u r s e l v e s a n d t o c o n f e s s t o G o d t h e d a i l y s i n s

w h i c h d i s p l e a s e o u r F a t h e r i n h e a v e n a n d w h i c h b e s e t u s a s w e w a l k t h i s s i n f u l w o r l d .

We c a n c o m p a r e t h i s w i t h t h e w a s h i n g o f P e t e r ' s f e e t , w h e n J e s u s d e c l a r e d , " H e w h o h a s

b a t h e d n e e d s o n l y t o w a s h h i s f e e t . " T h a t i s w h y w e a r e b a p t i z e d o n l y o n c e , h u t m a y

p a r t a k e o f t h e L o r d ' s S u p p e r m a n y t i m e s . P a u l i n s t r u c t e d u s : " L e t a m a n e x a m i n e
h i m s e l f , a n d s o l e t h i m e a t o f t h e b r e a d a n d d r i n k o f t h e c u p . " ( I C o r . 1 1 : ? 8 ) E a c h

o f u s h e r e t o d a y s h o u l d u s e t h i s o c c a s i o n t o e x a m i n e o u r o w n h e a r t s a n d l i v e s , c o n f e s s

o u r s i n s t o G o d , a n d b y p a r t a k i n g a g a i n o f t h e s y m b o l i c fl e s h a n d b l o o d o f o t i r S a v i o r ,

b e c l e a n s e d a n e w f o r s e r v i c e t o H i m , c o n fi d e n t t h a t H e h a s f o r g i v e n .

I I I . . . . . T H E . . S Y M B O L . H a v i n g w a s h e d H i s d i s c i p l e s ' f e e t , J e s u s p u t o n H i s g a r m e n t s a n d

r e s u m e d H i s p l a c e a t t h e t a b l e . N o w H e d r o v e h o m e t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t l e s s o n f r o m H i s

e x a m p l e o f f o o t - w a s h i n g b y s a y i n g , " D o y o u k n o w w h a t I h a v e d o n e t o y o u ? Yo u c a l l M e
Te a c h e r a n d L o r d , a n d y o u a r e r i g h t ; f o r s o I a m , I F 1 T H E N , T H E L O R D A N D T H E

TEACHER I WASHED YOUR FEET, YOU ALSO OUGHT TO WASH.ONE ANOTHER'S FEEJ? For I gave you

a n e x a m p l e t h a t v o u a l s o s h o u l d d o a s . 1 d i d t o y o u . " J e s u s w a s d e e p l y c o n c e r n e d a n d

d i s t r e s s e d o v e r t h e d i s u n i t y , t h e i n - fi g h t i n g , t h e l a c k o f m u t u a l l o v e a n d h a r m o n y

a m o n g t h e s e m e n w h o h a d b e e n w i t h H i m f o r t h r e e y e a r s . I n s t e a d o f b e i n g c o n c e r n e d
a b o u t w h a t w a s a b o u t t o h a p p e n t o J e s u s , t h e i r L o r d a n d Te a c h e r , t h e y w e r e a r g u i n g

among themselves as to who was the greatest. Each one of them wanted first place in
t h e K i n g d o m o f G o d . E a c h w a n t e d h i s o w n w a y. E a c h w a n t e d t o r u l e o v e r t h e o t h e r s .

J e s u s w a s f a c i n g t h e d i s e a s e w h i c h h a s a f fl i c t e d t h e c h t i r c h a l l d o w n t h r o i i g h t h e

a g e s a n d h a s c a u s e d d i s s e n t i o n a n d d i v i s i o n a n d u n h a p p i n e s s a n d b i t t e r n e s s a m o n g
C h r i s t i a n s d o w n t o t h i s d a y . < 1 ) R i v a l r y f o r p o s i t i o n , ( 2 ) g r e e d f o r l o r d i n g i t o v e r

o t h e r s , ( 3 ) w a n t i n g t o h a v e o u r o w n w a y , ( A ) d e m a n d f o r l o y a l t y t o h u m a n l e a d e r s
r a t h e r t h a n t o C h r i s t . . . a l l t h e s e h a v e b e e n a t t h e r o o t o f i m m e a s u r a b l e s u f f e r i n g a n d

t r o u b l e i n t h e c h u r c h . J e s u s s a w a l l t h i s r i g h t t h e r e a m o n g H i s d i s c i p l e s , a n d b y

washing their feet he demonstrated that even the Son of God whom they r ight ly cal led
l . o r d a n d M a s t e r h a d c o m e t o b e t h e s e r v a n t o f a l l . S o m e h o w 1 b e l i e v e t h a t t h o s e m e n

l e a r n e d t h a t l e s s o n t h a t n i g h t . T h e r e m a y h a v e b e e n s o m e d i s a g r e e m e n t s a m o n g t h e m



l a t e r o n , b u t t h e r e i s n o r e c o r d t h a t a m o n q t h e s e d i s c i p l e s t h e r e w a s e v e r a n y p o w e r

s t r u g g l e a g a i n .

D o y o u s u p p o s e t h a t J e s u s m e a n t f o r H i s d i s c i p l e s t o t a k e w a t e r a n d t o w e l a n d

l i t e r a l l y w a s h e a c h o t h e r ' s f e e t ? T h e r e a r e s o m e c h u r c h g r o u p s t h a t d o t h i s . M a n y

y e a r s a g o w h e n w e h a d a p a s t o r a t e n e a r R o a n o k e , t h e r e w e r e m a n y B r e t h r e n c h u r c h e s

a r o u n d u s . T h e i r m e m b e r s w e r e e x c e p t i o n a l l y fi n e p e o p l e , w o n d e r f u l d a i r y f a r m e r s ,

g o o d n e i g h b o r s , a n d d e v o t e d C h r i s t i a n s . T h e y h a d t h e p r a c t i c e o f h a v i n g p e r i o d i c

f o o t - w a s h i n g c e r e m o n i e s j u s t l i k e w e h o l d c o m m u n i o n s e r v i c e s . I w a s t o l d t h a t i t w a s
t h e e l d e r s w h o t o o k t h e b a s i n s o f w a t e r a n d t o w e l s a n d w a s h e d t h e f e e t o f t h e c h u r c h

m e m b e r s . T h e r e i s c e r t a i n l y n o t h i n g w r o n g w i t h t a k i n g t h e w o r d s o f J e s u s l i t e r a l l y a s

t h e y d o , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e i r l i v e s s h o w e d s o w e l l t h e s p i r i t o f C h r i s t .

B u t m o r e t h a n a l i t e r a l o b e d i e n c e . H e w a n t s u s t o h a v e H i s m i n d . T h a t i n v o l v e s

h u m i l i t y , t h e s p i r i t o f l o w l y s e r v i c e , w i l l i n g n e s s t o t a k e t h e l a s t r a t h e r t h a n t h e
fi r s t p l a c e , a n d l o v e o f o n e a n o t h e r a n d e v e n o f o u r e n e m i e s . A l l t o o o f t e n w e

C h r i s t i a n s h a v e b e e n g u i l t y o f t h i n k i n g t h a t f o o t w a s h i n g m e a n s l o o k i n g a t o t h e r s a n d

t e l l i n g t h e m t h e y h a v e d i r t y f e e t . . . b e i n g c r i t i c a l , a c c u s i n g , h o s t i l e . . . b u t J e s u s h e r e
t e a c h e s u s t o b e g e n t l e , c o n s i d e r a t e , a n d f o r g i v i n g . I o n c e h e a r d t h a t t h e l a t e D r .

G e o r g e M a n f o r d G u t z k e , w e l l - k n o w n a s a B i b l e t e a c h e r a l l o v e r o u r S o u t h - l a n d , o n e d a y
s t a t e d i n h i s c l a s s a t C o l u m b i a S e m i n a r y : " N o n e o f u s c a n d o w h a t J e s u s d i d . . . w e

c a n n o t p e r f o r m m i r a c l e s o f h e a l i n g , o r w a l k o n t h e s e a , o r d i e o n t h e c r o s s f o r t h e

s i n s o f o t h e r s . W e c a n n o t d o w h a t H e a s t h e S o n o f G o d d i d . " S o m e d a y s l a t e r o n e o f

h i s s t u d e n t s c a m e a n d a s k e d , " D r . G u t z k e , d i d n ' t y o u s a y w e c o u l d n o t d o a n y t h i n g

J e s u s d i d ? " " Y e s . " " B u t , " s a i d t h e s t u d e n t , " C a n ' t w e w a s h o n e a n o t h e r ' s f e e t ? "

" R i g h t , " r e p l i e d t h e p r o f e s s o r , " y o u h a v e r e a d y o u r B i b l e b e t t e r t h a n I - W e c a n n o t d o
w h a t J e s u s d i d i n o t h e r r e s p e c t s , b u t w e c a n w a s h o n e a n o t h e r ' s f e e t ! "

I n t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h w h e n m i n i s t e r s a n d e l d e r s a n d d e a c o n s a r e o r d a i n e d ,

t h e y a r e a s k e d t o " s t u d y t h e p u r i t y a n d p e a c e t h e c h u r c h . " T h a t m e a n s t o w o r k f o r

t h e h o l y c o n d u c t a n d d o c t r i n e o f t h e c h u r c h o n t h e o n e h a n d , a n d f o r h e r u n i t y a n d

h a r m o n y o n t h e o t h e r . J e s u s w a n t e d t o m a k e s u r e H i s d i s c i p l e s l e a r n e d t h i s b e f o r e H e

i n s t i t u t e d t h e l o r d ' s S u p p e r t h a t fi r s t t i m e . H e p r o n o u n c e d a s p e c i a l b l e s s i n g i n

v e r s e 1 7 u p o n a l l w h o l e a r n t h i s l e s s o n : " I f y o u K N O W _ t h e s e t h i n g s , y o u a r e b l e s s e d

i f y o y w e a g a i n p a r t a k e o f t h e b r e a d a n d w i n e i n r e m e m b r a n c e o f t h e
fl e s h a n d b l o o d o f o u r S a v i o r , m a y w e h e a r a g a i n t h e s e w o r d s o f J e s u s a n d a p p l y t h e m

t o o u r s e l v e s , t h e l i v e s o f o u r f a m i l i e s , a n d t h e l i f e o f t h i s c h u r c h : " I F I T H E N , T H E

L O R D A N D T H E T E A C H E R , W A S H E D Y O U R F E E T, Y O U A L S O O U G H T T O W A S H O N E A N O T H E R ' S F E E T. "



M o t i v e s , R e v o l u t i o n s , & R e s u l t s .

I. Motives. Jn. 14:6. Jesus is our pass. Modern paradox.
Wi l l a l l sou l s be fina l l y s^ved and good t r i imph un i ve rsa l l y?
Careless and fuzzy thinking.

A . Re th ink ing m iss ion ph i l . New Or leans i l l us .
W h y ? M i s t a k e n i d e a o f C l o d . Q u e s t i o n s e l d o m r a i s e d
by new Christians. False picture of God.
God in history;. Sinners are lost. Jn. 3s 16,36
Are not many Christians guilty of blasphemy.
9f Jn.3d|A 14 must be accepted.

B. Text spoken in shadow of cross.
1. Way from condition of sin & guilt to forgiveness

aqd fe l l owsh ip .
2. Way by which to l ive. Younger Chr ist ians know

t h e d i f f e r e n c e .
3 . Wa y b e y o n d t h e g r a v e . I a m r e s . a n d l i f e . . . I

go to prepare a place for you.
4 . A m c o l . s t u d e n t i l l u s .

C. Jesus^traiglitforwau?. No bigot. Spoken in love.
Universal gospel, not universalism. Failutre to note
difference weakens Gospel.
Why evangelize.
"Rescue the perishing" From Greenland's icy Mountains
Two brief glances. Not just physical, biit eternal.
The scaffolding of the eternal palace.

I I . R e v o l u t i o n s . U p h e a v a l s ? C r i s e s ?
A . T h r e e f a c t s o f l i f e i n K o r e a t o d a y .

1 . The 38 th pa ra l l e l .
2 . Po l i t i ca l revo lu t ion , a f fec ts a l l soc ie ty,
3. Growing pains in the church.

B. Moments of cr is is in past three years.
1 , Sep t , 1959 , church sp l i t ,
2, April 19, I960, student revolution, era of

anarchy. Degeneration, Communist danger.
3, May & Fune I960 anti-missiond emonstrations.
4, May 1961, military revolution.. .has brought

order, reap, for law, curbed corruption.
C. Through all this no restriction on freedom to preach,

I I I . R e s u l t ^
>A7^rowth through sp l i tU ng.
LB. Political revoltrtion has taught Christians thte

seriousness of the moment.



C, The Seoul Story
D, The Namwun story
E, B l ind school boy.
F, Anniv, of Gen Assembly*
G, Lee Ki-jruk plan
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P r a y e r

Scripturet Jn. 15:7,2>-24; Mt.-1?:19-21.Text; "And wbxatsoever ye shall aslc in my name, that will I do,
tha t the Pat her may be glorifie d in the Son." Jn, l4:15.

In t ro . Andrew Kurry "Wi th Chr is t in the.School o f Prayer" based
on disciples' request "Lord teach us to pray," ixxSHx^uc^ "Jesus
never taught His disciples how to preach, only how to pray" p. 6

Great men of tha ^ible, also men of prayer. Abraham, Moses
David, Nehe. iah, Paul , Jesus above al l . A lso great men of Church
h i s to ry, down to p resen t .

Prayer l i ke te lephon system. Invo lves many ccnpenents .
3a t to r> - , w i re , ccnnec t i - ns , sw i t ches , d iaph rams , speake rs , l i s t en
er, non-intorferen^. Text.
" k ' s p ^ M t u a l e x p e r i e n c e .

a. Harmohy between God and worshipper. "If a man love me, ha
vrili keep my word, and my P3,ther v;ill lovo him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode with him. "jn 14:25.

i . No t con f i ned to t ime and p lace—"ne i the r i n th i s
mountain nor in Samaria shall ye worship"

i i . But in sp i r i t tad t ru th , God 's g ives Spi r i t . Jesus
i s f u l l o f g r a c e a n d t r u t h . A c t u a l f e l l o w s h i p w i t h G o d .

iii. Man made in image of God^ "Prayer is part of the
wondrous likeness ha bears to His Divine original" p. 157.

i v . ■J a u m e a n t t o f i l l , s u b d u ^ a n d t o h w a d o n i . i i o n a s
uod's represeniiaoxve on esi wi. "His prayer was to have been
the wonderful , though s i p ie and most natural channel , in which
the intsrcouroe between the King in heaven and "is faithful ser
vant man, as lord of this world, was tohave been maintained."159

v. Sin spclied this. But "altho sin has for a tii i ie fru&
t ra ted God 's p lans , p rayer s t i l l remains what i t wou ldhave been i
i f man had never fal le n: theproof of toan'o Godl ikenessj the vahi*
c le o f h is in tercourse v / i th the Infin i te unseen One, the power
tha t ho lds the hand tha t ho lds the des t in ies o f the un ive rse . " l 46

b. The Father gives the spir i t—greatest of ; i f ts, "If ye
then , be ing ev i l , know how to g ive good i - i f t s un t your ch i ld ren
how much more shall your heavcw^y F ther give the Holy Spirit
to them that ask him," Luke 11:15.

i. Best gift a good and wiso father can bestow an a
child on earth is his own spirit. 4^. The father con bestov/ nc
h ighe r g i f t t han H i s own Sp i r i t ,

i i , • '•f there is one thing on earth wo can be sure of , :
it is tl-.is, that the FatderjS^eeiros to have us filled vri.th His
S p i r i t t h a t H e d e l i g h t s t o g i v e u s H i s s p i r i t .

c. Prayer is In the Hame of Jesus.
i . " T h e f r e e u s e o f t h e N a m e - f a n o t h e r i s a l w a y s t h e

toKker. of great confidence of close union." 187*
(a) Legal union—illus mercliant & clerk.
(H) Life union.
( c ) U n i o n o f l o v e . M a r r i a g e ,

ii. "The name represents the person; to ask in the/'•ame
i s t o a s k i n f u l l u n i - ) n o f i n t r e s t a n d l i f e a n d l o v e w i t h H i s e ]
us one who'lives in and for Him." p. 190.

iii, Frcm His throne Jesus can do t rou^h others what He
H i m s e l f c o u l d n o t d o . " G r e a t e r w o r k s t h a t t h e s e s h a l l h o d o ,
because I go unto the Father,"

iv. Prayer in Hts nmo is the ;vay to share in the mi.ht^
power which Jesus has secured of tho ptther for Hie people.

2, Prayer and Faith. "Because of yoar unbelief—"For all tine, 1
.laster^s explanation and reproof of impotence and failure in ,
H i s c h u r c h . 9 5 *

a. V.'e can pray with as8urance--c0rtainty of answer, "Ask
and it shall bo given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and<-
it shall be open ed \jnto you." Mt. 7:7- "Chief thing in praj^r
is the assurance that prayer will be answered,"

b. prayer is two-3idod-T-"The human is the asking the Divin<
is the Mv'.ng." 55*

c.^'.i'e sometimes are afraid of the answer "It is far easier
t h e fl e s h t o s u b m i t v / i t h o u t t h e a n s v / e r t h a n t o y i e l d i t s e l f t o
b e s e a r c h e d a n d p u r i fi e d b y t h e S p i r i t u n t i l i t h a s l e a m t t o
pray the p rayer o f fa i th . 55*

d. Fa i th l inks tho two s ides. In one aspect there must
be fa i th before there can be prayer, in another the fa i th is the
outcome and growth of prayer. Believe tiiat ye have received,
"Al l id l ings whatsoever ye pray and ask for. bel ieve that

thorn and ye shall hive them," Mk 11:24.
o."Ti ie power to bel ieve a promise depends ent irely, but on'

on faith in the promiser." 8^. Value ofthe promise depends on '
proniser. Faith in the proir.ise ir fruit of faith in thepromiso]

f. Faith is the hand or mouth by v:hic"- v;e take and appropr:
L-hat is offered to us. It is also the ear by which I hear what ;
[promised, and the eye by \i^nich I see wViat is offered mo."

g. "Vihen faith is in full exercise as eye and ear, as tha
faculty of tho soul by w'dch we see and hear God, then it will '
able to exercise its full power,as hand and mouth, by wliich we
appropriate God and His blessing. The power of reception iidli
d e p e n d o n t h - ; p - ; w e r o f s p i r i t u a l " 8 9

h. Illus: Physician—to put more strength in arms, build u;
hole pliysical condition, "So the cure of a feeble faith is el

to be found In invigorati n of our v/hole spiritual life by i:ite:
c c u r n e G o d " 0 0 .



5* Jrra'^».* and Life^ Succsssfuf^prayer linked to way wa life.
a . Fr : ! .7 as a cn i ld requests fa ther.
b. "Li-^e as a child :->f God, than 5'ou will be ablo to pri.y

r.G a child, and as a child you will aost asuredly be heard." 40.
Father like giving is the response to ch ildlilce living." 4l.

c. RelatiDn v;ith fellovz-men must be clearjit, "And whensoever
ye stand praying, for j ive, i f ye have aught agt. inst any one 5
that your ? ther also who is in ho: ven may forgive you your
t r e a p . . 1 1 : 2 5 »

d . D i s o b e d i e n c e t o t h e l a w o f l o v e t o r a o n i s t h e g r o a t s i n
oven of praying people, • ndtha :reat cause of febbleness in :f
their praver." 104,

0, I f God dea l t w i th us a f ter our s ins , not one prayer co i ld
b e h e a r d . 1 0 5 « i

f. Life is a whole, and th îous frame of the hour of praj'or
is judged of by God f rom the orqinary f rame of the dai ly l i fe of
wliich the hour of prayer is but a srmll pert" IO6. "Hot according
to what I try to be vmon praying, but what I am when not praying,
is my prayer dealt \i\th by God." p,107»

:• "If jo abide in ne." Obedience and faith must go togethe.
"The abiding of the branch in the vine is a life of never-ceasing
grovrth," I65.

h. Faith is obedience at home and looking to the Master;
obedience is faith goin-: out to Ao his will." 162. Frtiitbearing
is T. part of cur xivos; prerequesite of fxiAli prayer.

- ' - r . i i t s . - . e t h o d s . /
Jnsus reoommonded a secre t̂ place of private prayer. "But

thou, when thou prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and
having shut thy door, pray to thy Fiither wlio is in secret, and
thy Father who seeth in secret shall recompense thee." Mt. 616,

i . The fi r s t t h i ng i n c l ose t p ra j ' s r i s : I mus t mee t
m y F a t h e r . 4 •

ii. My Father sees, my Father hears, my Father knows.
b .Power o f un i ted p rayer. " I f two o f you sha l l agree cn

earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done
for them of my F^ t her who is in heaven." Mt. ld:19»

i. We learn to say not only "1-^ Father" but "Our Father
i i . M a r k s o f t r u e u n i t e d p r a y e r .

fa) Agreement as to tl^ tiling asked.
(b) In the name of Josus
(c) The sure ansv;or—It shall be done for them of

ray Fa the r.
iii. Paul's stress on fact that we are members of a bocf.

C . ' n t a r o e a g f t r y p y a y s r -
i . T h © b o l d n e s s o f G o d ' s f r i e n d s . L k 9

ii. Prayer is an appeal to the friendship of God. "If wc
are God's friends, and come as such to Him, we must proves ou^ >
selves the friends of the needy; God's friendship to us and
to others go hand in hand ." 5^.

iii. \ie must be living as His friends,
iv. Jesus tauph t d isc ip les tha t they mus t p ray, and

but seldom ^vhat to pray. 6'^, but the lid oonmand that v/e pray ±ot
l a b o r e r s f o r h i s h a r v e s t .

t=^'v. Heed for definite pjx^.-er—not a vague appeal to .:is
m o r c y, 6 n i n d e fi n i t e c r y f o r b j t e s s i n g , b u t t h e d i s t i n c t e x p r e s s i c
o f defin i t e need , " 71 - I l l u sT Tra i ned t r oops o f Hu rope vs .
Trnnsva l l Boers-—la t te r learned to shoot a t game l i ke ta rge t ,

f " . P e r s e v e r i n g p r a y e r . — t h i s i s ^ r e a t m y s t e r y.
i , Likoplowman taking 10,000 steps, and sowing 10,000 s

seeds—look ing to even tua l ha rves t , I I 9 .
i i . j o d i s l o n g - s u f f e r I n g , " G o d o e s n o t l i v e i n t i m e v / i

inth its past end future." l^?.
i i i . "A child so often ;- jants to pick thehalf-r ipo fruit;

the husbandiaan knows to wait until the proper time." 120.
e . T h a t t h e F a t h e r m a y b e g l o r i fi e d . Te x t .

i. I'he ';:lory of the Father must be the aim and end,
the ve ry sou l and l i f e o f ou r p raye r. "

ii. Cur selfish preyes—so often "the thougtCTofour joy,
or ourploasure is far stronger than any year ngs for God's rlory.
156

0 Thou, by whom we come to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way;
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod;
Lord, teach us how to prayl

James Montgomery



M u c h F r u i t
3//// 7Y

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n , ^ : J o h n 1 5 : 1 - 1 7

T e x t : " B v t l i i s i s V v F a t h e r g l o r i fi e d , t h a t v o u b e a r i r n c h f r u i t . " J n . 1 5 : 8

T h e P a s s o v e r m o o n s h o n e b r i g h t l y a s J e s u s l e d H i s f r i e n d s f r o m t h e u p p e r r o o m , o u t
a c r o s s t h e K i d r o n v a l l e y . P r a p e v i n e s c o u l d b e s e e n c l e a r l y e v e r y w h e r e . . . e n a r l e d
s tun ted l i t t l e v ines roo ted in any^^^ ' ^pare b i t o f p rec ious Pa les t in ian so i l . The
g l o w i n g e m b e r s o f b u r n i n g p r u n i n g s c o u l d b e s e e n h e r e a n d t h e r e . J e s u s h a d j u s t
spoken to His friends of^cosmic truths of the Kingdom of God, and now in perfect
allegory He gave them an'.p'drsonal message encompassing the whole purpose of His three
y e a r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e m . T h e d i s c i p l e s w e r e " n a t u r a l l y . w i s t f u l l y , s t a r i n g o u t
beyond ^ to wliere He was going, and asking their questions. He answer^them, and
t h e n i n e f f e c t , H e s a i d . To m e b a c k n o w w i t h ^ ^ e a n d s e e w h a t I p l a n f o r y o u o n t h e
e - a r t h l e v e l . ' " f ^ ^ o r g a n 2 5 1 ) .

H e r e i n J o h n 1 5 J e s u s u s e d a n a l l e g o r y w i t h c l e a r l y d e fi n e d e l e m e n t s . t h e
v i n e . F a t h e r i s t h e v i n e d r e s s e r , y o u a r e t h e b r a n c h e s . O n l y t h e f r u i t i s n o t s o
d i s t i n c t l y d e fi n e d , y e t i t i s n o t d i f fi c u l t t o d i s c e r n t o o . J e s u s w a s u s i n g a n
a l legor ica l figure^Soommon in B ib l i ca l l i t e ra tu re tha t the v ine "ac tua l l y became the
s y m b o l o f t h e n a t i o n o f I s r a e l . T h e e m b l e m o n t h e c o i n s o f t h e ^ ^ a c c a b e e s w a s t h e
v i n e . O n e o f t h e g l o r i e s o f t h e Te m p l e w a s t h e g r e a t g o l d e n v i n e u p o n t h e f r o n t o f
t h e H o l y P l a c e . . . T h e v i n e w a s p a r t a n d n a r c e l o f J e w i s h i m a g e r y ; i t w a s t h e v e r y
symbol of th^nation of Israel."(Barclay 201)
T W a v i K a 0 4 - v t . - a c . c i w W - ' A i / n n . T l - i .

P s a i T j i 8 0 c a l l s I s r a e l a t r a n s p l a n t o u t o f E g y p t :
" T h o u d i d s t r e m o v e a v i n e f r o m E g y p t ; ( 8 0 : 8 a )
And it took deep root an^^ f illed the land." (80: 9b)

Jsa 1 ab 5 i s a comp le te
"My we l l - be l oved had a

-mh Israel as a vineyard planted by God.
v i n e y a r d o n a f e r t i l e b i l l ( 5 : 1 a )

H e e x p e c t e d i t t o p r o d u c e g o o d g r a p e s ,
B u t i t p r o d u c e d o n l y w o r t h l e s s o n e s . ( 5 : 2 b )
F o r t h e v i n e y a r d o f t h e L o r d o f h o s t s i s t h e h o u s e o f I s r a e l ,
A n d t h e m e n o f J u d a h H i s d e l i g h t f u l p l a n t .
T h u s H e l o o k e d f o r j u s t i c e , b u t b e h o l d b l o o d s h e d ;
F o r r i g h t e o u s n e s s , b u t b e h o l d , a c r y o f d i s t r e s s . " ( 5 : 7 )

F t p V i ^ Q p i c t u r e s I s r a e l ' s p l i g h t a s a r e s u l t o f h e r a p o s t a s y f r o m G o d
' Yo u r m o t h e r w a s l i k e a v i n e i n y o u r v i n e y a r d . ( 1 9 : l U a )
B u t i t w a s p l u c k e d u p i n f u r y ; ( 1 9 : 1 2 a )
A n d n o w i t i s p l a n t e d i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s
I n a d r y a n d t h i r s t y l a n d . " ( 1 9 : 1 5 ) S e e a l s o J e r . 2 : 2 1

Ye t w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n , G i d Te s t a m e n t u s e o f t h i s i m a g e r y e x p r e s s e s d
G o d ' s d i s a p p o i n t m e n t w i t h t h e f a i l u r e o f H i s p e o p l e . T r a n s p l a n t e d i n t o f e r t i l e
s o i l , n o u r i s h e d w i t h H i s p e r s o n a l c a r e , p r o t e c t e d b y H i s p o w e r . . . e v e r y a d v a n t a g e
c a l c u l a t e d t o p r o d u c e f r u i t . m u c h f r u i t , g o o d f r u i t . . . y e t I s r a e l h a d f a i l e d ! I V i 1 d
g r a p e s , d e g e n e r a t e f r u i t , v i n e s fi t f o r b u r n i n g . . . t h a t w a s t h e s a d t a l e .

A g a i n s t t h i s b a
n o u n c e d a f r e s h
v i n e " . T h e o r i
t e n d e d " t o p u t
g o n e b e f o r e . '
l o o k i n g f o r a l l
t e x t i n o u r p a s
f r u i t , a n d s o p

c k g r o u n d o f t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e " n a t u r a l v i n e " ( P o m 1 1 : 2 4 ) J e s u s a n -
s t a r t w h e r e C h r i s t H i m s e l f i s t h e " i d e a l v i n e . " " I a m t h e t r u e

g i n a l G r e e k m a k e s t h e e m p h a s i s : " I a m t h e v i n e , t h e t r u e . " J e s u s i n -
fl i m s e l f , u n d e r t h a t fi g u r e o f t h e v i n e i n c o n t r a s t w i t h a l l t h a t h a d
I a m t h e v i n e , t h e t r u e . ' " i M o r g a n 2 5 1 ) W h a t w a s i t G o d h a d b e e n
t h o s e c e n t u r i e s ? F r u i t , m u c h f r u i t ! A n d s o I t a k e i t t h a t t h e k e y

s a g e i s v e r s e 8 : " B y t h i s i s F a t h e r g l o r i fi e d , t h a t y o u b e a r m u c h
r o v e t o b e m y d i s c i p l e s . " T h r e e o t h e r v e r s e s s h o w h o w t h l S A i s a c c o m -

p l i s h e T :
1 .1 Prun ing is to cause f ru i t -bear ing . Vs . 2 . "He prunes i t f the v infi ] rha t i t

m a v b e a r s m o r e
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El Abiding is to cause fruit-bearing. The converse of bein^ pruned is to abide./ X n i O - L l L y , L . c X l l o C i l L i X L U C c l l X l l X # l l I C C U l l V C ' l O O V I | ^ l V 4 J i V V - L O t . v C I J , V V

Anyone "knows that grapes can" b'e "Touhd han?TintT only from branches that are a part of
t h e v i n e . T h e . m y s t e r i o u s e s s e n c e o f l i f e m u s t fl o w f r o m t h e v i n e i n t o t h e b r a n c h e s
w h e r e t h e f r u i t a p p e a r s . T h e q u a l i t y o f t h e f r u i t d e p e n d s u p o n t h a t o f t h e v i n e .
W h e n J e s u s t a u g h t t h a t We h i m s e l f i s t h e v i n e , a n d H i s d i s c i p l e s t h e b r a n c h e s . H e
a s s u r e d u s t h a t w e b e l o n t r t o a p e r f e c t s t o c k , o n e w i t h o u t b l e m i s h . o n e c a p a b l e o f
p r o v i d i n g i n f u s i o n o f l i f e i n fi n i t e l y e x c e e d i n t * a n y o t h e r v i n e . ' ' J h a v e m m p t h a t
they might have l i fe , and mig l i t have i t abundant Iv fJn . 10 :10) .
How grac ious then , these words wh ich a re bo th an j nv i ta t i on and a d .ec la ra t ion j
" A b i d e i n M e . a n d I i n v o u . A s t h e b r a n c h c a n n o t b e a r f r u i t o f i t s e l f . n p i e ^ ; * ^ i t
a b i d e s i n t h e v i n e , s o n e i t h e r c a n v o u , u n l e s s y o u a b i d e i n m e . T a m t h e v i n e , y n n
a r e t h e b r a n c h e s : h e w h o a b i d e s i n ^ ^ e . a n d T i n h i m , h e b e a r s m u c h f r u i t : f o r a n a r t
f r n m v n n c a n d o n o t h i n g . " f V s . 4 , 5 ) . G o d w e n t t o a l o t o f t r o u b l e s o t h a t w e
c o u l d b e b r a n c h e s o f t h e t r u e v i n e . T n o u r n a t u r a l s t a t e w e w e r e a n y t h i n g b u t p r o
ductive ac£o^rdijng to Hi^ standards. Wild granes, degenerate. bitter. unf i t for
consumptionj!l̂ .T*such v.̂ '̂s'̂ ^our lot until by the marvelous grace of His choice wejse weregrafted into the true vine. ^""'Hom. 1 l/^'^^peaks of the ingrafting of what is by nat<
fi u r e a w i l d o l i v e t r e e i n t o a c u l t i v a t e d o l i v e t r e e ( R o m . 1 1 : 2 4 ) . T h e W e s t m i n s t e r
C o n f e s s i o n o f F a i t h s p e a k s o f b a p t i s m a s m e a n i n g ( a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s ) a s y m b o l o f
o u r " i n g r a f t i n g i n t o C h r i s t . " o u r b y c ^ < ^ S ' s ^ r o c . o u j

H e r e i s t h e p r e c i o u s t r u t h t h a t e v e n s u c h s e e m i n g l y u n w ^ o r t h v m e n a s P e t e r a n d T h o r r ? -
B i a s . c o u l d g r a s p . . . y e t i t w a s t o s u c h m e n a s t h e y t h a t J e s u s g a v e t h e a s s u r a n c e : Yo u
a r e n o w b r a n c h e s . Y o u m a y a b i d e i n m e . " A p r a r t f r o m m e y o u c a n d o n o t h i n g . . a n d b y
i n f e r e n c e p i c k e d u p a g a i n i n v s . 7 , " A b i d e i n m e , a n d v o u c a n d o e v e r y t h i n g . " F o r
in vs. 7 He says, "If vou abide in Me. and mv words (the words wnich I have
a l r e a d y s a i d h a v e c l e a n s e d y o u ) a b i d e i n y o u , a s k w h a t e v e r y o u w i s h , a n d i t s h a l l
b e d o n e f o r v o u . " T l i c t G r e e k w o r d i s o n e o f t h e s t r o n g e s t f o r p r a v e r : " U t t e r y o u r
d e m a n d s , w h a t e v e r y o u a r e i n r l i n p d t o . S u c h d e m a n d a l w a y s i s s u e s i n f r u i t b e a r i n g . "
(^*organ 255). Whatever vou wish! You can do^verything when you abide in Christ.,
even produce the fruit which is so important!©Absolute fulfilment of prayer is
c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e p e r s o n a l P e l l o w s h i n o f t h e b e l i e v e r w i t h C h r i s t .

Note that the "abiding" is not an end in itself, as wonderful, as satisfying, as
precious as that may he. There may perhaps be Christians for whom "abiding becomes
p u r e l y t h e i n n e r p l e a s u r e d e r i v e d f r o m i n t i m a t e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C h r i s t . J u s t
" f e e l i n g g o o d " b e c a u s e w e a b i d e i n C h r i s t i s n o t t h e c o m p l e t e f u l fi l l m e n t . T h e
m y s t i c s ^ t h e h e r m i t s . t h e " t r a n s c e n d e n t a l m e d i t a t o r s " ( w h a t e v e r t h e y a r e ) , p u r s u e
a l i m i t e d o b j e c t i v e i n a s s u m i n g t h a t t h e i r p r i v a t e s p i r i t u a l e x p r e s s i o n s o f j o y a n d
praise in the Lord are all there is to "abiding in Christ." The impact of the^words of Jesus here (and of the Old Testament message as well) in using this^^igure
i s t h a t t h e p L u r p , C i 5 v C o f t h e L o r d o f t h e v i n e y a r d i s t h a t t h e b r a n c h e s p r o
duce^, f ruj j : , jnuch frui t , more frui t . "He in whom Christ l ives must be abundant ly
f ru i t fu l , f o r I t - i s H is l i ^e a lone wh ich b r ings fo r th f ru i t . " fWes tco t t 218) Ab id
i n g i n C h r i s t , " w e c a n a s k w h a t s o e v e r v o u w i s h , a n d i t s h a l l b e d o n e f o r v o u " a n d
w h a t r a x 3 ^ s h o u l d t h e b r a n c h a b i d i n g i n t h e t r u e v i n e d e s i r e m o r e t h a n t o b e a r
f r u i t ? " R y t h i s i s F a t h e r g l o r i fi e d , t h a t v o u b e a r m u c h f r u i t ! " r v s . 8 . )

JP, 4^-^cinleship is to cause frui t -bearing. The thou^'ht oF verse 16 fol lowsIqo'cIiTTn^ 'tliat of ve'rse""^. so that we^'cbTitd reacf "Rv this is mv TTntbor alnr-jPipd^
t b . q f v o n b e a r m u c h F r u i t , a n d s o p r o v e t o b e ^ ' v d i s c i n l c s " f v s 8 1 " V n u r M d n o t
r b o n q p M p , > n i t I c h o s e v o u . . a n d a p p o i n t e d v o n , t h a t v o u s h o u l d ^ o a n d b e a r F r u i t ,
n r t d ' t h a t v n u r F r u i t s h o u l d r e m a i n , t h a t w h a t s o e v e r v o u a s k o F t h e ^ a t b e r I n V v n a m e
M p T n a v g i v e i t t o v o u . " T t i s s i g n i fi c a n t t h a t t h e s e t w o v e r s e s a r e s e p a r a t e d b v
a d e s c r i p t i o n o f w h a t t h e f r u i t i s w h i c h J e s u s w a n t s T M s d i s c i n l e f ? t o b e a r . r k e . / v - w < t
C o k i c b i v c r l y p r o v e s H t ^ v ( ^ u s e t s r e . t y e . K i S D ^ S C l P t - E S .
L o o k „ a . . . ' t o m e n t a t v s s . 9 - 1 5 . W h a t d o e s i t t e l l i i a s o f t h e f r n i t ^

la.I The fruit .is .l=n=ua. . . love nerFectly exemplified between the Father and the
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S o n . 9 : " J T i s t a s t h e F a t h e r h a s l o v e d . T h n v e a l s o l o v n d v n u : i n n i y
1 ovc> . " Also VJs;. t;L a>*4 V5J7

EL Jhe f ruit-.lg^ fth^^AGnce. . .obedience issuin<r not froin fear or denand of duty
b u t o f l o v e , . 1 0 : " I f v o u k e e n c o n m a n d p e n t s , v o u w i l l a b i d e i n ^ • ' ^ v l o v e . i u s t
a s T h a v e k e n t M v ^ a t h e r ' ? c o T n r i a n d ^ ^ e n t s , a n d a b i d e i n H i s l o v e .

[c j fxy i t is joy. . .The complete ioy which is a l ready Chr ist 's is to become
progressive... "may *li"e made full"... in you.' . 31: "These things T have snoben to
ynu that My iov r^av bo in VOU, and that voi ir iov be made ful 1."

PT) The f ru i« t i s sac r i f i ce . . .The f ru i t s o f r i gh teousness in te rms o f l ove and
obedienc oTt e n" r e cpi i r"e cost ly sacr ifice, ^^s . 1 ? : "Creater love hr^<^ nn nno
t h a n t h i s . t l i a t o n e l a v d o w n h i s l i f e f o r h i s f r i e n d s .

E v e r y a s p e c t o f t h e f r u i t w a s d e m o n s t r a t e d b y J e s u s C i m s e l f , f o r I H s f r i e n d s , b e
emphasizes that they arc bis ^^ricnds, not His siaves. s and with them be has shared
b i s i n t i m a t e t h o u g h t s . . . t h e t h i n g s b e b i m s e l f h e a r d ^ r o m t h e h e a v e n l y F a t h e r , t h e
t h o u g h t s b e k n e w w o u l d b e a r f r u i t i n t h e l i v e s o f I M s d i s c i p l e s , a n d t n t h e l i v e s
o f a l l t h o s e w h o f o l l o w i n t h e i r s t e p s , a n d l i k e t h e m a r e c h o s e n a n ^ a p p o i n t e d .
W h y ? ^ ^ To g o a n d b e a r F y x i i t . " l \ ' h a t f r u i t s d i d b e " l e a n ? ' ^ h o s e l u s t m e n t i o n e d , a l l
t h e f r u i t s o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s ( a p h r a s e s o c o m ' ^ o n l y u s e d b y P a u l a n d o t h e r b e w Te s -
ment writers), and the fruits of the f^oly Spirit listed in ^al . 6
T'lit there ^^ere also the Fruits in terms of the wi tness'f^js;^ people truly "abiding in
tlio vine." A nriiit-benrinff is not merely sitting at the feet of the ^'aster of the
S e r m o n o n t h e > ' 0 u n t . I t i s n o t m e r e l y t h e r a p t u r e o F t h e S a v i o u r o n t h e ^ ' t . o f
t r a n s fi g u r a t i o n . . . i t i s d e s c e n d i n g a m o n g t h e t r o u b l e d , t h e w e a r y, t h e f a i n t , t h e
sick, and the sinful to rescue and to save souls. Jesus had spoken in Jn. 4::SS-36,
" . R e b n l d . T s a v t o v o u . l i f t i m v o u r e v e s , a n d l o o k o n t h e fi e l d s , t h a t t ' - e v a r e
whi te For harvest . 41readv he who reaps is receiv ing wages, and is gather in '^ f ru i t

—1 1 Fp eternn 1 ; that he who sows and he who rears may reioice tnanthpr. ' ' T cal l
you f r iends, says the Master, "par tners" that together we may bear f ru i t to the
g 1 ory of t l i0 Fat l ier. T chose you For two t i l ings, to frui t-bearingand to asking.
T n t h i s w a y y o u w i l l b e e f F e c t i v c ; " Yo u w i l l b e a r f r u i t " a n d t h e e f f e c t w i 11 h e
l a s t i n g , p e r m a n e n t . . . " Y o u r f r u i t s h a l l r e m a i n . "

C ^ c ! > C ' > t v C - r -'^runed of deadness, abiding in true LTFF,^a_s_k_iji2_ of the ^ather, . . such characterizes
the appointees of the Creat ^''inedresser. . . that vc bear fruit, more fruit, much
f u r i t . " T t v i s " v F a t h e r i r l o T - i fi e d . t h a t v m i h p n r m i i c l i f r i l T t T "
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Kricntis of Jesus .'^|2-7|7y
S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : I . l ; . 8 : 1 9 - 2 1 ; . To h r i 1 5 : 1 2 - 1 7 . ? ?

Te x t . - ; : J n . 1 5 : 1 4 Yo u a r e m y f r i e n d s i f y o u d o w h a t I c o m m a n d y o u .
[ , k . S : 2 } Q 1 " • * > ' m o t h e r a n d m y b r o t h e r s a r c t h o s e w h o h e a r t h e w o r d o f

S o d a n d d o i t .

T h e K o r e a n l a n n n a f ? e h a s a n e x c e l l e n t w o r d t o u s e a s a d e s c r i p t i v e t i t l e * ' o r
J e s u s . I t i s t h e w o r d K u - j o o , a c o m b i n a t i o n o f t w o C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s m e a n i n j »
t o s a v e , a n d a l o r d o r m a s t e r . I n h n g l i s h w e h a v e t o u s e t h e l o n c r e r p h r a s e ;
" S a v i o r a n d L o r d ' f o r t h i s v e r y n e a t a n d e x p r e s s i v e K o r e a n t e r m , a n d o n o c c a s i o n s
l i k e t h i s a r c f o r c e d t o a d m i t t h a t s o m e t i m e s t h e K o r e a n l a n n i i a f j e i s b e t t e r t h a n
our precious H n 1 i s h .

W e C h r i s t i a n s a f fi r m t h a t C o d p r a n t s u s s a l v a t i o n o n t h e b a s i s o f f a i t h i n
J e s u s C h r i s t a s K u - j o o , a s S a v i o r a n d L o r d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y C h r i s t i a n s t h e w o r l d
o v e r , a n d K o r e a i s n o e x c e p t i o n , o f t e n k e e n t h e e m p h a s i s u p o n t ^ e S a v i o r h o o d "
o f C h r i s t a n d n e n l c c t M i s L o r d s h i p . I t i s s o m u c h e a s i e r t o < ? i v e m e n t a l a n d
v e r b a l a s s e n t t o t h e d o c t r i n e t h a t C h r i s t h a s s a v e d u s f r o m s i n , t h a n i t i s t o
a d o p t a d a y - b V - d a V l i f e s t y l e w h e r e C h r i s t i s l o r d a n d m a s t e r o f e v e r y p h a s e o f
d a i l y a c t i v i t y . F o r t h e p u r p o s e s o f o u r m e d i t a t i o n t o d a y , w e a r c p o i n p t o a s
s u m e t h a t a l l o f u s a c c e p t t h e s a v i n s w o r k o f J e s u s o n t h e c r o s s a n d r e c o ( * n i z e
t h a t w e a r c s a v e d f r o m t h e p o w e r o f f a t a n a n d t h e p u i l t o f s i n , a n d t h e e t e r n a l
p u n i s h m e n t o F h e l l . W e h a v e i o y a n d l i o p e . a n d n e a c . e a s a r e s u l t . V . e c a n l o o k
■ ^ o r w a r d t o a n e t e r n i t y i n h e a v e n b e c a u s e J e s u s i R x s x x w s s a v e s u s .

B u t w h a t a b o u t t h e o t h e r p a r f ^ T s J e s u s a l < ? o o u r L o r d , o u r ' ^ a s t e r ? A r c o u r
l i v e s l i v e d e a c h d a y i n t h e k n o w l e d g e t h a t l ! c i s t o h e o b e y e d i n a l l t h i n c ^ s ?
L e t u s e a c h a n s w e r t h i s q u e s t i o n f o r o u r s e l v e s a s w e r e m . e m b e r t w o t e x t s ^ r o m
n o t j p fi o p c H e h a v e j u s t r e a d ; J n . 1 5 : 1 4 " Yo u a r e m y f r i e n d s i - * ^ y o u d o w h a t T
c o m m a n d y o u . " a n d L k . 8 : 2 1 : ' ' ' ' y m o t h e r a n d m y b r o t h e r s a r c t h o s e w h o b o a r
t h e w o r d o f C o d a n d d o i t . "

a

1 . T h o s e c l o s e s t t o J e s u s a r e t h o s e w h o r c c o p n i z c H i s L o r d s h i p . O n o n e o c c a s i o n
( L k 8 : 1 9 - 2 1 ) J e s u s w a s v e r y b u s y t e a c h i n g h i s d i s c i p l e s a n d a l a r g e m u l t i t u d e ,
h e a l i n g t h e i r d i s e a s e s . O n l y t l i o s e w h o h a v e w o r h e d i n a n O T ^ i e n t a l v i l l a g e c a n
u n d e r s t a n d h o q u i c k l y s u c h a c r o d c a n g a t h e r , h o w c l o s e l y t h e y p a c k a b o u t ,
a n d h o w u r g e n t e a c h i s w i t h h i s n e e d f o r h e l p . C n m c o n e b r o i y g h t ' v ' o r d t h a t H i s
m o t h e r a n d b r o t h e r s w e r e o n t h e o u t s k i r t s o f t h e c r o w d w a n t i n g t o s e e I fi n b u t
u n a h l c t o d o s o . J e s u s s e i z e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o m a k e a p o i n t i f " ' y l ^ V o t h e r
a n d m y b r o t h e r s a r e t h o s e w h o h e a r t h e w o r d o f G o d a n d d o i t . ' " o r e t h . - ^ n h l o o fi -
k i n s h i p o n t h e h u m a n l e v e l , w e c a n b e l o n g t o C h r i s t ' s o w n f a m i l y w h e n w e d o
w h a t C o d c o m m a n d s . A s p e o p l e c a l l e d C h r i s t i a n s w c h e a r a s 4 r - n a m e m a k i n g u s
m e m b e r s o t h e f a m i l y o f J e s u s , h u t t h e n a m e m e a n s n o t h i n g w i t h o u t c o r r e s p o n d i n g
o b e d i e n c e . T n v e r s e 1 6 j u s t a b o v e J e s u s h a d d n i d : " N o o i ^ n e a f t e r l i g h t i n g a l a m p
c o v e r s i t w i t h a v e s s e l , o r p u t s i t u n d e r a b o d , h u t n u t s i t o n a s t a n d , t h a t
^ o se who enter may sec the light . '' Tb Pre Is _np_ such 11^ i p n s ajT_ inner f a i t.h

( wijiout rm OLLLtij: 1 i"ht. Our lives are lamps upon a stand for all to see, in obo-^iedce to Cod, or thev arc useless. f'inship_ bearing the name of Christian, rests
u p o n o b e d i e n c e i n o u r 1 i v e ^

T n . _ f n . 1 5 : 1 1 J e s u s s a y s t h e s a m e t h i n g i n a d i f f e r e n t w a y . Y o u a r e m y f r i e n d s
i f y o u d o w h a t T c o m m a n d y o u . A c t u a l l y J e s u s i s h e r e s t r e s s i n g a r e l a t i o n s h i p
b e t w e e n M i m . s c l f a j i d I l i s d i s c i p l e s w h i c h w a s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h a t o f m a s t e r
and servant itejioTnt s out that a servant does not know what the master is doing,
w h e r e a s H e h a s i n f o r m e d t h e m o f v . ' h a t t h e ' ^ n t h e r h a s m a d e k n o w n t o H i m . T h e r e f o r e
h e w a n t s t o q n i i t h p m — £ r i o n d s . Y e t e v e n s o , t h i s c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p w a s t o b e
b a s e d o n t h e k ' i 1 1 i n g n ^ g c n - f t h e d i s c i p l e s t o h e a r a n d o b e y H i s w o r d s . I t v . - a s
a r e l a t i o n s h i p b a s e d j ^ n a n d n o t o n t h e u s u a l p h y s i c a 1 s u h s e r v i c n c e o f s l a v e ?
t o a " a s t e r .



T h e s e t w o p a s s a g e s c l e a r l y t e a c h u s t h a t , t h o s e c l o s e s t t o C h r i s t . . . h i s r o t h e r ,
M i s b r o t h e r s . H i s f r i e n d s . . . a r e t h o s e w h o d o w h a t H e c o m T P n n d s . . . w h o r e c o g n i z e
h i s T.o rdsh ip . The c 1 c t e Ch r i i an no t on l y accen ts Ch r i s t as 5^av iou r f r om
s i n h u t a s s u n e s a l i f e - l o n g r e l a t i o n s h i p o f a c h n o w l e d g i n g M i n a s h o r d o ^ a l l
o u r l i v e s . " Yo u a r e m y f r i e n d s , i f y o u d o w h a t T c o m m a n d y o u . ' A x .
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2. Recognition of Christ's Lordship demonstrates/^^al faith. Quite often anong
m ) ' - f r i e n d s l i e r e i n K o r e a T h e a r s o F ' c o n e s a ) ' : " n n d - s o I t a s g r e a t f a i t h , h e
a t t e n d s d a w n p r a y e r m e e t i n g f a r e q u l a r l y . ' ' - ' e A m e r i c a n s g e t t o o s m u g a b o u t
t h i s , r e m e m b e r t h a t w e d o t h e s a m e t h i n ? i n y a d i f f e r e n t w a y u s i n g a d i f f e r e n t
p h r a s e : " ^ o - a n d - s o i s s o d e e p l y s p i r i t u a l . " T h o n e t h a t t h e s e K o r e a n a n d A m e r l -

c a n f r i e n d s d e s e r v e t h e s e c o m n i i - i e n t s h u t o n a f a r fi r m e r b a s e , t h a n t h e s e w o r d s
imply. T^nr if a life of real faith is limited only to ccrt a 1 n^^^Pun c t i on s such
a s a t t e n d a n c e u p o n m e e t i n g s , o r a ' M l i t y t o p r a y l o n g a n d e l o n u e n t l y , o r o v e n
t e a c h a g o o d H i h l e c l a s s , i t f a i l s t o c o m e u p t o t h e e x p e c t a t i o n o f f e s u s w h o
w a n t s t o h e c o m p l e t e L o r d o f a l l o u r l i v e s , . " t t i t u d e s , c o n v e r s a t ' o n s , e t c .

T n " " t . 7 : 2 - 1 - 2 7 , T c s u s t o l d o ^ f t h e w i s e a n d - ^ o o l i s h m e n v . ' h o h u i l t h o u s e s . C n e
h u i l t o n s a n d a n d i t c o l l a ' " « s o d w h e n t h e v ; i n d s a n d t h e r a i n c a m e . T h e o t h e r
h u i l d o n n r o c V a n d w i t h s t o o d t h e s t o T ' * i . T h i s n j r r a h i c i s a t t h e e n d o ^ ^ t h e
f e r m o T T o n t h e U m i n t w i t h i t s l o f t y d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e c h r i s t i a n v / a y o f l i ^ e .
T h e n o i n t o f t ^ o p n r a h i e i s t h a t w h o e v e r h e a r s t h e s e w o r d s J e s u s h a s b e e n p r e a c h -
n g a n d | d o o n — t u r f ' d o ' t h e m i s b u i l d i n g o n s a n d , h u t t h e d o e r w a s ^ m n l d i n g o n
a r o c h . ^ f a i t h w i t h o u t r e a l o ^ i e d i c n c e m e a n s n o t h i n g . " ^ h e h o o k o f J a m e s m a k e s
this nh\indantly clear too: James 2:17: " ^ o c ^ f h_ by yt g ej f , ,J_f j_t has n_o
v ; o r b s . 1 s d c a d . ' '

^ t t h i s p o i n t T c a n h e a r s o m e ] " • o i l y r a i s e t h e o h i c c t i o n . " C h , h u t o u r s i s n o t a
roligion of Ira w wo r 1: s . . . '-. 'o arc s . i v et ' l i v f .a 11 h . That is ' \ 'h e re c ma h. e our mis
t a k e . T t i s a r e l i g i o n ' . - . • h e r e s a l v a t i o n i s t h e g i f t m f C o d r e c e i v e d f a i t h ,
h u t i t i s a r e l i g i o n o f g o o d ' - . ' o r k s . ' ' ' h e f ^ o o d w o - r l - c a r e n o t t h e r o o t o f t h e t r e e
hut t'^c fruit, and if there is any life in the tree at all there rust I'^c fruits.^
A n d t ' - ' C f r u i t s a r e a b u n d a n t w h e n t h e l i f e r e c o g n i z e s J e s u s a s l o r d . ^ ^ a u l ( L r
tolls us in Pph . 2:10 'for we are his w o r k m a n s h i r», created in Christ Josus^y"^
For good works, wliich Cpj prepared beforehand, that '- 'c shnu 1 d vrallc Tn them". '
To be c p m } •» 1 o t e , t o be who le . t o be n r ea l l y l j _ vp ' Ch r i s t i an t he re mus t he "
b o t h a c c e p t a n c o o f C h r i s t a s S a v i o u r a n d o b e d i e n c e t o ! ' i m . a s I . o r d . e i t h e r ? !
i s s u f fi c i e n t a l o n e . B o t ^ i a r e n e c e s s a r y t o t h e o t h e r . s w e s i 0 " " " i n a f a m i l i a r
c h o r u s r

T r u s t a n d f o r t h e r e ' s n o o t h e r w a y
To h e h a p p y i n J o s u s , h u t t o t r u s t a n d o h o v .

■ T l e c o g n i z i n g C h r i s t a s l o r d g o v e r n s a l l o f n C h r i s t i a n ' s L i f e . U h o i s t h e
m a s t e r o f o u r l i v e s ' ' H o w e a s y i t i s x f o r m o s t o F u s t o y i ^ d " To t h e c o n s t a n t
t e m p t a t i o n t o r e p l a c e J e s u s w i t h a s u b s t i t u t e ^ ' a s t e r ? U s u a l l y t h a t s u b s t i t u t eis ourselves. . .our own d..a=g-r;-es . "meeting our own^^YSSsSw s, fulfilling our own
a"'bitiors. enjoying our own o.l e a «=; 11 r e s . *'ayhc missionaries are peculiarly subicct
t o t h i s , b e c a u s e i t i s s o e a s \ ' t o e l e v a t e t h e f u l fi l l i n g o f o u r o w n d r e a m s f o r
some program a>ove everything e 1 s e . . . i n c 1. nd i ng accepting the fact that after all
J e s u s i s t h e L o r d o f o \ i r l i v e s a n d i t i s d o i n g w h a t l i e c o m m a n d s r a t h e r t h a n
a c c o m n 1 i s h i n g t h e g o a l s w e h a v e s e t ( e v e n f o r H i s w o r k ) w h i c h m a k e s u s a f t e r i l l
His mother, his brothers, and i s friends.^ Cn the human level servants ohey
out oF fear, or coerci on of some sort, or/to earn money, hut the obedience of
the Christian to his Lord is entirelv out/of love and the desire to olease the

' t w o u l d b e e a s y a t t h i s p o i n t t o l i s t a l o t o f d o ' s a n d d o n ' t ' s w h i c h w o u l d
d i c a t e w l i a t w e m e a n b y d o i n g w h a t C h r i s t c n n " > a - n d s i n o r d e r t o m a k e H i m L o r d ,

a i w e t r i e d w e c o u l d n o t b e g i n t o c a t a l o g u e a l l t h i s , b u t t h e y a r e a l l
i n t he Sc r i p tu res f o r t hose who wou ld 11 f cb t o d i scove r t hem. l ' ' e can soend

t i m e t r y i n g t o m i n e a l l t h i s g o l d , a n d n e v e r s u c c e e d . B u t T w a n t t o m e n t i n
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T h e s e t i v o p a s s a g e s c l e a r l y t e a c h u s t h a t , t h o s e c l o s e s t t o C h r i s t . . . h i s m o t h e r ,
H i s b r o t h e r s . H i s f r i e r d s . . . a r e t h o s e w h o d o w h a t H e c o m m a n d s . . . w h o r e c o g n i s e
h i s L o r d s h i p . T h e c o t - » 1 c t e C h r i t i a n o t o n l y a c c e n t s C h r i s t a s S a v i o u r f r o m
s i n h u t a s s u m e s a l i f e - l o n g r e l a t i o n s h i p o f a c k n o w l e d g i n g H i m a s l . o r d o f a l l
o u r l i v e s . " Yo u a r e m y f r i e n d s , i f y o u d o w h a t T c o m m a n d y o u . ' A 4 -

2 . R e c o g n i t i o n o f C h r i s t ' s L o r d s h i p d e m o n s t r a t e s ^ / ^ * e a l f a i t h . C u i t e o f t e n a - ' o n g
my friends It ere in Korea t licar someone sa)': " "yo- a nd-so It as gre.^t ^aith, he
at tends dawn prayer meet ing regular ly. ' Iu?^t we "Amer icans get too smug about
this, remember that we do the same thing in A different way using a different
p h r a s e : " B n - a n d - s o i s s o d e e p l y s p i r i t u a l . ' T h o n e t h a t t h e s e K o r e a n a n d , ' \ m e r i -

c a n C r i e n d s d e s e r v e t h e s e c c ^ n i i " l e n t s b u t o n a f a r fi r m e r h a s e . t h a n t h e s e w o r d s
imply. For if a 1 i Ce of real faith is limited only to cortai djj^^nct i ons such
a s a t t e n d a n c e u n o n " ' c e t i n g * ? , o r a b i l i t y t o p r a y l o n g a n d e l o o u e n t l y , o r e v e n
t e a c h a g o o d B i b l e c l a s s , i t f a i l s t o c o m e u p t o t h e e x p e c t a t i o n o f Te ? u s ' - . ' h o
wants to be complete 1,0741 of a l l our l ives, at t i tudes, conversat ions, etc.

Tn ^'t. 7:2•1-27, .Tcsus told o^fthc v;ise and ■'^oolish men who built houses. Cpe
b u i l t o n s a n d a n d i t c o l l a ' ' « s c d ' / h e n t h e w i n d s a n d t h e r a i n c a m e . T h e o t h e r
b u i l d o n a r o c V a n d w i t h s t o o d t h e s t o r m . T h i s n r r a b i e i s a t t h e e n d o c t l i o
B e r m o n o n t h e W p t n i t . 11 h i t s 1 o f t > • d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n t v a > ' o f 1 i ^ e .
T h e n o i n t o c t b c p a r a b l e i s t h a t w h o e v e r h e a r s t h e s e w o r d s . Te s u s h a s b e e n p r c a c h -
n g a n d | d o a a — t h e n i s b u i l d i n g o n s a n d , h u t t h e d o o r w a s b u i l d i n g o n
a r o c k . A f a i t h w i t h o u t r e a l o b e d i e n c e n c a n s n o t h i n o . " ^ b e R o o k o f T a m e s m a k e s
t h i s a b u n d a n t l y c l e a r t o o : . Ta m e s 2 : 1 7 : " S o a i t h _ b y L L s j l J c . _ i _ t h a s n _ o

o r k s . i s d 0 a d . ' '

t t h i s p o i n t T c a n h e a r s o m e b o d y r a i s e t h e o b j e c t i o n . " C h , h u t o u r s i s n o t a
r e l i g i o n o f v . o r k s . . . w e . a r e s a v e < ' b y f a t t b . T h a t i s w h e r e w c m a b . e o u r m i s - -
t a k e . T t i s a r e l i g i o n v / h e r e s . a l v a t i o n i s t h e g i f t o f C o d r e c e i v e d b y f a i t h ,
b u t i t i s a r e l i g i o n o f g o o d ' - . ' o r k s . T h e g o o c ' w o r k s a r e n o t t h e r o o t o f t h e t r e e
b u t t ' ^ c f r u i t , a n d i f t h e r e i s a n y l i f e i n t h e t r e e a t a l l t h e r e r u s t b e f r u i t s ^
.And the fruits are abundant v. 'hen the l i^e recognizes .Tesus as lord. Paul tL/" /
t e l l s u s i n F n h . 2 : 1 0 ' F o r w e a r e h i s w o r k m a n s h i p , c r e a t e d i n C h r i s t . Te s u s -
for good v. 'orks, which ^o'd prepared beforehand, that wc sheu 1 d walk in them."
T o b e c o m p l e t e , t o b e h o 1 c , t o I ' ^ e a r e n l l v 1 j o C h r i s t i a n t h e r e m u s t h e
b o t h a c c e p t a n c e o f C h r i s t a s S a v i o u r a n d o b e d i e n c e t o H i m a s L o r d . c i t h c t k
i s s u f fi c i e n t a l o n e . R o t h a r c n e c e s s a r y t o t h e o t h e r . ^ s u ' e s i n g i n a C p m - j j - i p - p
c h o r u s :

T r u s t a n d o b r y ^ y , f o p t h e r e ' s n o o t h e r w a y
To h e h a n n y i n . To s u s , b u t t o t r u s t a n d o b e v .

. " . R e c o g n i z i n g C h r i s t a s l o r d g o v e r n s a l l o f a C h r i s t i n n ' s L i f e . W h o i s t ! i c
m a s t e r o f o u r l i v e s ' * H o w e a s y i t i s . x f o r m o s t o f u s t o y i e l d t ^ t h e c o n s t a n t
t e m p t a t i o n t o r e p l a c e . T e s u s w i t h a s u h s t i t u d c ^ ' a s ^ . e r ? U s u a l l y t h a t s u b s t i t u t eis ourselves. . .our own d^oegm-ros . n^ecting our own^^^y^siI-«'s , fulfilling our own
a m b i t i o n s , e n j o y i n g o u r o w n n l e a s u r o s . ' ' ' a y h e m i s s i o n a r i e s a r e p e c u l i a r l y s i i b i c c t
t o t h i s , b e c a u s e i t i s s o e a s y t o e l e v a t e t h e f u l fi l l i n g o f o u r o w n d r e a m s f o r
some progra'^ above everything e 1 s e . . . i n c 1 ud i n g accepting the fact that after all
Te s u s i . s t h e L o r d o f o u r l i v e s a n d i t i s d o i n g w h . a t H e c o m m a n d s r a t h e r t h a n
a c c o m n l i s h i n g t h e g o a l s w e h a v e s e t ( e v e n C o r H i s w o r k ) w h i c h m a k e s u s a f t e r i l l
His mother, his brothers, and bis friends.^ Cp the human level servants obey
out of c o a r, or coerci on of some sort, or/to earn money, hut the obocMencc of
the Chr is t ian to h is Lord is ent i re ly out /o f love and the des i re to mleasc the
* ' a s t e r . ^

T t w o u l d h e e a s y a t t h i s p o i n t t o l i s t a l o t o f d o ' s a n d d o n ' t ' s i v h i c h w o u l d
i n d i c a t e w h a t w e m e a n b y d o i n g w h a t C h r i s t c o m m a n d s i n o r d e r t o m a k e H i m L o r d .
F v e n i c w e t r i e d t n ' c c o u l d n o t b e g i n t o c a t a l o g u e a l l t h i s , b u t t h e ) ' a r e a l l
b a r e i n t h e S c r i p t u r e s f o r t h o s e w h o w o u l d l i f e b t o d i s c o v e r t h e m . H e c a n s n c n d
a l i f e t i m e t r N ' i n g t o m i n e a l l t h i s g o l d , a n d n e v e r s u c c e e d . R u t T w a n t t o m e n t i o
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t h T > c c b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s w l i e r e b y w e c a n o b e y. T h e e x e r c i s e o f t h e s e t h r e e a r e a
response to H is Lo rdsh ip o f ou r l i ves . They a re (1 ) l ove , (2 ) sac r i fice , and
( 3 ) f r u i t - b e a r i n g . J e s u s s p e a k s o f a l l o f t h e s e a s i n J o h n I f

a . L o v e H e r e i s H i s g r e a t c o n u ^ a n d n i e n t . J u s t a b o v e t h e t e x t i n v e r s e 1 2 , J e s u s
sn id l ^ 'Th is is iny corn iaandnent tha t vou love one another as T have loved vou
Jus t be low in verse 17 He repeats th is : "Th i s
T h i s i s n o t j u s t s o " - e s e n t i m e n t a l i n s i p i d o n - a n d - o f f
a t t i t u d e J e s u s c o n s t a n t l y c x n r e s s e d i n H i s t r e a t m e n t
t e a c h i n g H i s d i s c i p l e s o r d e a l i n g ^ - i t h t h e
d e " ' o n s t r a t e d t h i s b v M i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o

T c o m m a n d v o u , t o l o v e o n e a n o t h e r .
n a t t e r . . . i t i s t h e k i n d o f
0 ^ a l l a b o u t b i n , w h e t h e r

m u l t i t u d e s a n d t h e i r p r o b l c n s . H e
d i e , a n a t t e r t o w h i c h H e a l l u d e d i n t h e

Q O ' " a n

J r v o u

v e r s e > ^ c f o r e t h i s t e x t : ' r o a . t . e r 1 o c
1; i g life ^or i S i f-n f] <; . Y^LU— a T 0 my f r i f>n d c;
H e r e i . s t h e l i v i n g i n o b e d i e n c e t o C h r i s t ' s L o r d s h i p
k e e n n i l t h . e t e n c o m m a n d m e n d s a n d t h e n s o m e . V , ' i t h a

^ i f / ^ f n - r f r i o n ( I s . t h e y w i l l
n i VC

t h mi J".!"* j s ■
d o V. ' h a t

t h a t - a _ _ m a n l a y
T c m ^ m a n d v o i i .

' ■ o w n

fl o w n

w i l l
i n s t e a d
O f b p n p i n n
o u r n c i f h b o r

w h i c h m a k e s i t p o s s i b l e t o
l o v e X k l i k e t h a t w h i c h l a y s

f n - r f r i o n d c ; , t h e y w i l l h o n o r t h e i r p a r e n t s , i n s t e a d o f s t e a l i n g t h e y
t o t h o s e w h o n e e d , i n s t e a d o f k i J J J . n g t h e y w i l l w a n t t o p r e s e r v e l i f e ,

o f c c ^ n i t t i n g a d u 1 1 . c r v t h e y w i l l e x a l t t h e - ^ a ^ ^ i l y l i f e i n p u r i t y , i n s t e a d
a . 1 s c w i t n e s s t h e y w i l l a l s a y s t e l l t h e t r u t h , i n s t e a d o f c o v e t i n _ p w h a t

I t a s t h c > ' i \ ' i 1 1 t r y t o h e l p h i m , i n s t e a d t h e y i 1 1 h e j o ,
i n s t e a d o f s l a n d e r t l i c r c w i l l b e c o m p l i o e n t « , r . s i n s t e a d o f c h e a t i n g i n h u s i n e s s
m a t t e r s t h e r e w i l l b e s t r i c t h o n e s t y , i n s t e a d o - r n n s s i n n b y o n t h e o t h e r s i d e ,
t h e r e w i l l b e d e e p c o n c e r n f o r a s t r i c k e n n e i g h b o r . V h o n J e s u s t o l d u s t o " fl . p

1 ! p r o m n n i i d < ; ' i t I S i n t l ' i C c o H t e x t o ' t h e c o n r a n d m c n t t o l o v e o n e a n o t h e r .

T h e C h r i s t i a n w h o p p i d p . g — r - t m c n i f n n o n n p t h o d n v y . n f b e l i e f s i n C r i s t a s ^ a v i o r
b u t i g n o r e s t h i s o u t r i g h t c o m m a n d o f o t i r L o r d t h r o u g h a n y i m p r o p e r r e l a t i o n s h i p
w i t h o t h e r s h a s n o r i g h t t o c l a i m f r i e n d s h i p w i t h f ' b r i s t . P e c a u s c C h r i s t i s
n o t r e a l l v H i e ' ' a s t e r .

w e r e n _ f t h e
w o r I d . b u t T
t h o - w o r ^ L - L h - a t I _

b . S a c r i f i c e ■ V . h c n J e s u s b e c o m e s L e ' f d o f o u r l i v e s i , i t m e a n s t i m e s o
i ' e t a u g h t t h i s i n t h e l a s t K k x p X s r x s f x t k x s p a r a g r a p h o f t h i s c h a n t e r .

T f ^he wor 1 d hates vou . know that ij: hg^ h a t c f' m^ hc^orc it hated you
world , t h p _ u' o r 1 d v:oti 1 d 1 ove i_t s

c h o s e v o u o u t c y S t i y c w o r 1 d
s . a i d t o \ * n t r '

m^ bc_fo_rc
own : b i r£ h e c a u s e

t h e
v o u e r v a n t

. t h e r e o ^ ^ r e

i s n o t n p e a t e r t h n n h \
vojJ,d

v o u a r e n o t

h a t e s v o u .

s a c r i fi c e
1 S : 1 S - 2 n . .

_J f p u
of . t .h .e
T e m e m b c r

p p T s e c u t o d m c , t h o v w i l l
t o g i v e u p o t h e r l o r d s . '

T i l e r c a r e o t h e r t h i n g s w e
a b o v e j o b s , a b o v e p u b l i c
n o o t h e r g o d s _ ^ b e f o r e H i m

a s t e r . ;
1 1 i

t 1 n,p .

/ i o r s e u c t e y o u . . . ' B e c a u s e J e s u s i s i , o r d
T h i s i s t h e n r i _ c e v ; c p a y . ! ' e d e m a n d s o u r
w o u l d r a t h e r d o . ! ' c d e m a n d s o u r 1 n y a 11 y a b o v e
o p i n i o n , a b o v e c v e y r h u m a n i n s t i t u t i o n . T h e r e

I f t : i e v p
s n e c e s s a r )

e v e n w h e n
fam i1y ,
c a n b e

_ ^ T h e o r 1 d d o e s i i o t n t u I e r s t n n d t h i s , o r i t d e s p i s e s t l i i s
b e c a u s e o f o u r a l l e g a i n c e t o a l o r d t h e y d o n o t k n o x - ; a n d l o v e , t h e w o r l d w i l l
h p t o US, i t w i l l 1 c i i t , i t w i l l . -m c ^ - r - j Tn i n o n aga iHs t us , i t w i l l r e i e c t us .
M l t h e s e t h i n g s h a p p e n e d t o J e s u s , a n d H e p r e d i c t e d t h e y w o u l d h a p p e n t o H i s
s e r v a n t s . T h i s m e a n s w e v ; i ] l s o m c t i r ^ e s s u f f e r fi n a n c i a l l y " , o r p h x S - L c ^ l 1 y . o r
s o r i a 4 1 y . T h a t i s t h e n r i r o \ - - c n ^ n < ; t p p v a n d p e r h a p s t h e g r e a t t e m p t a t i o n o f
l a r ^ e p a r t s o - ^ t h e c h u r c l i t o d a y i s t o c o n f o r m t o t h i s w o r l d , t o t a k e t h e e a s y w a y
o u t b y c o m p r o m i s e w i t h o t h e r l o r d s t h a t t h e I . o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . b ' h e n C h r i s t i a n s
a r e u n w i l l i n g t o p a y t h e c o s t o " t a k i n g H i m [ , o r d , t o s a c r i fi c e , t h e y a r c o n t h e
r o a d t o b e c o m i n g d e a d C h r i s t i a n s . J e s u s s a i d : ' ' t . 1 6 : 2 6 , " F o r w h a t u ' i l l i t p r o fi t

f o r f e i t s h i s L i f e ? o r w h a t w i l l a m a n g i v ea m a n i f h e g a i n s t h e w h o l e w o r l d a n d
i n r e t u r n f o r h i s x x l i f e V o indeed,
d e n v h i m . s e l f , a n d t a k e u p h i s c r o s s a n d f o l l o w

a n v m a n v / o u l d c o m e a f t e r m e , l o t h i m

J e s u 5, means s n r r i "f i r i n (t evcT)'thin"...the world...to make H i m
D o i n g
L o r d .

t h e w o r d o f

^ T u i t - b e a r i n g . L o v e , s a c r i fi c e , f r u i t . T h i s t e x t i s f r o m t h e g r e a t c h a n t e r
i n J o h n a b o u t t h e v i n e , i t s b r a n c h e s , a n d i t s ^ r u i t . T t i s a b u n d a n t l y

11 i t - Lpp ri ng -a' hat J e s us i^ primarily concernnr^ aUnnt arid
i . s t h e

r - I - . p p y 1 n p - A ' h a t J e s u s i s p r T m a r i i v c o n c e r n n r ' a n n n r a n d t h a t v m t " c a n n g
he supreme test of XkExxxxRixti our relationship with Him, our ^ijfciplcship,

o u r r e c o g n i t i o n o f H i s l o r d s h i p : J n . 1 5 : 8 ' B v t h i s m v ^ a t h c r i s " 1 - P y n r l — t h a - t -
T h i s i s b e c a u s e o u ry o u ' " ' e a r m u c h a n d p y n > r p

c l e a r t h a t
■B y i i i t ' ^ e a r i n

I . o r d w a n t s n o t o n 1 V u s . b u t a l l m e n
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c a i i s i n p o t h e r m e n t o a c c e n t I ' i m n ? I . o r d . T h i s i s t i e d i n t h i s v e r s e t o n i o r v -
f V 1 n f t h e F a t h e r . T h a t i s t e c a i i s e t h e r e a l m e a n i n g o f p l o r i ^ ^ y i s t o " • r e v e a l t l ' C
f r u f l i k e n e s s o - P ' ' To m a k e h n o v i n ' a n d w h e n o n r f r n i t b e a r i n p c a u s e s m e n t o
a c c e p t t h e S o n t h e y p l o r i f y t h e t ' o t h e r h c c a n s e t h e y c a u s e o t h e r s t o h n o w a n d
u n d e r s t a n d t ) i e p r c a t l o v e a n d p r a c e a n d s a v i n p n o w o r t h e H e a v e n l y ^ a t h o r .
A n d s o ' d o i n p I ' i s w o r d " m e a n s a b o v e a l l e l s e b e a r i n ? t h i s b i n d o f f r u i t . V . ' h y
do the commun i s t s succ eed ? . . . bee au sc they zealously recruit. V.'hy do l_i n u o r ond
t o b a c c o s a l e s m e n p e t r i c h , b c c p u « ; e t h e y s t o p a t n o t h i n g t o a d v e r t i z e . T h e b e s t
n j L - \ r p r r i s e r p e n t a C h r i s t i a n a , i v e s o f h i s p r o d u c t i s a l i f e c o m p l e t e l y d e d i c a t e d
t o p l e a s i n g o n e a s t e r . T n t h i s h e i s c l o s e r t o . T c s u s t h a n m o t h e r o r b r o t h e r
n r f r i e n d , h e i s d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e t r u e ^ a i t h w h i c h r e s t s a l l o F l i f e o n t h i s I . o r d
a n d h e l i v e s a l i f e o f l o v e , s a c r i f i c e a n d ■ ' ^ i r n i t b e a r i n g . Y o u a r e m y f r i e n c M i f
v o u d o w h a t T c o m m a n d v o u .


