
A C h u r c h a n d I t s F r i e n d s '

T e x t : C o l . / 1 : 2 " T h e s a i n t s a n d f a i t h f u l b r e t h r e n i n C h r i s t a t C o l o s s a e . "

S c r i p t u r e R d a d i n g : C o l . 1 : 1 - 8 , 4 : 7 - 1 8

A c h u r f h i s p e o p l e . M o r e t h a n t h a t a c h u r c h i s i n d i v i d u a l s . A l e t t e r l i k e C o l -
o s s i a n s d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t t o P a u l t h e c h u r c h w a s n o t j u s t a m a c h i n e , a n o r g a n i z a

t ion, an inst i tu t ion: i t was people. . . rea l l ive men and women whom he knew by name
and could encourage or exhort in l ine with their known needs. I am reminded of the
c h o r u s o f a l i t t l e e v a n g e l i s t i c s o n g w e u s e d t o s i n g a s c h i l d r e n . I t r e fl e c t s
P a u l ' s a t t i t u d e n o t o n l y t o e v a n g e l i s m b u t t o a l l c h u r c h l i f e a n d f e l l o w s h i p :" S o y o u t a k e t h e o n e n e x t t o y o u .

A n d I ' l l t a k e t h e o n e n e x t t o m e .
W e ' l l a l l w o r k t o g e t h e r , i n a l l k i n d s o f w e a t h e r
To s e e w h a t c a n b e d - » r r g - . "

1 . Co lossae : A chu rch does have to be i n a p lace , and Co lossae was a sma l l t own i n
A s i a M i n o r . I t h a s b e e n r e m a r k e d t h a t t h i s w a s t h e m o s t i n s i g n i fi c a n t p l a c e t o
w h i c h P a u l e v e r a d d r e s s e d a l e t t e r . B u t w h a t d i f f e r e n c e d i d t h a t m a k e ? . . . t h e r e
were people there, souls to be saved by fa i th in Chr is t , sa in ts to be bu i l t up in
t o v i t a l C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h l i f e . C o l o s s a e w a s w o r t h t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e g r e a t a p -
osble jaSt as are thousands of ins ignificant v i l lages and towns about us here.

Abou t 100 m i l es f r om Ephesus , wh i ch was on t he wes t coas t o f As ia M ino r, up t he
R i v e r L y c u s w e r e t h r e e c i t i e s i n s i g h t o f e a c h o t h e r . . . L a o d i c e a . H s , a n d
C n 1 n « ; ? ; a e . H i e r a p o l i s a n d L a o d i c e a w e r e a c r o s s t h e r i v e r f r o m e a c h o t h e r, 6 m i l e s
apart, and Colossae straddled the r iver 12 miles upstream. They dominated the an
c i e n t t r a d e r o u t e f r o m E p h e s u s t o t h e O r i e n t a l o n g w h i c h m a r c h e d a r m i e s a n d t r a d e r s
a n d t r a v e l e r s . F r a n k l y , I a m g l a d w e h a v e P a u l ' s l e t t e r t o C o l o s s a e . A s a b o y I
f o u n d " C o l o s s i a n s ' h a r d e n o u g h t o l e a r n , b u t j u s t t h i n k h o w m u c h w o r s e w o u l d b e
" L a o d i c e a i a n s " o r " H i e r a p o l i s i a n s . ' M

This val ley was noted for severe earthgnnkes. The River Lycus was impregnated with
c ^ h - a X k w h i c h b u i l t u p f a n t a s t i c g r o t t o e s a n d a r c h w a y s o f s t o n e , a n d l e f t a w h i t e
i n c r u s t a t i o n o v e r e v e r y t h i n g . T h e l a n d w a s f e r t i l e , m a ^ e m a g n i fi c e n t p a s t u r e l a n d ,
a n d w a s a c e n t e r o f t h e w o o l e n i n d u s t r y. T h e c h a l k y w a t e r h e l p e d s e t d y e a n d C o l
o s s a e w a s s o f a m o u s f o r d y i n g c l o t h t h a t a c e r t a i n d y e w a s c a l l e d b y i t s n a m e . I n
P a u l ' s d a y L a o d i c e a w a s a p o l i t i c a l c e n t e r o f s p l e n d i d fi n a n c i a l p r o s p e r i t y . . . b u t
i f you recal l that i ts church is the last of the 7 addressed in Rev. 5, you know
t h a t e v e n . J o h n c o u l d s a y n o t h i n g g o o d a b o u t i t . H i e r a p o l i s w a s a g r e a t t x fi d e c e n
t e r a n d f a m o u s f o r h o t s p r i n g s w i t h r a j a j l L c j - n - a 1 q u a l i t i e s . B u t C o l o s s a e , o n c e a s
g r e a t a s i t s 2 n e i g h b o r ? , h a d l o s t i t s g l o r v . T h e r u i n s o f t h e o t h e r 2 c a n b e f o u n d
today^but not a trace of Colossae... except this letter.
FjĤ iĥ nâ  probably started this church, or if not, was th eriĵ n i s t er in charge of the
a r e a u n d e r P a u l ' s g u i d a n c e . T h e A p o s t l e h a d n e v e r v i s i t e d t h e a r e a b u t d u r i n g h i s
long so jou rn a t Fphesu_s he undoub ted l y knew o f i t and pe rhaps sen t t he young men
h e h a d t r a i n e d t o e v a n g e l i z e t h e s e t o w n s . A c t s 1 9 : 1 0 t e l l s u s t h a t t h e w h o l e p r o
v i n c e o f A s i a w a s e v a g g e l i z e d . A l l h e a r d t h e g o o d n e w s o f t h e S a v i o u r e i t h e r f r o m
Paul 's l ips or f rom the nf miss ionar ies, one of whom was Ephnhras who now had
come to Rome to(yisit Paul in xpx prison, report on his work, and receive advice on
t h e p r o b l e m s o f t h e c h u r c h . P a u l r e j o i c e d a t t h e g o o d n e w s , a n d b e g a n h i s l e t t e r
w i t h t h a n k s t o C o d f o r t h e f a i t h . h o n e a n d l o v e o f t h e C o l o s s i a n c h u r c h
thanks to Cj»d-. a Iway s f or you all, cons tant 1 v ment i oninj vou in^our jHr-av
ber^J^g>^e.^^el^our andXp^thejfOuTuiy^^rk jerf\^i^\ —fove af?stnes^^F hoVe^in o^T^Lord'^sus^ri n.J '2- '^". ,
W e n e e d t o k n o w 2 m o r e t h i n g s a b o u t t h e C o l o s s i a n C h u r c h , i . e . , i t s c o m p o s i t i o n
a n d i t s m a j o r p r o b l e m . T h e c h u r c h w a s l a r g e l y C e n t i l e , a l t h o u g h a l a r g e a n d i n
fluent ial Jewish populat ion inhabited the region and some Jews were in the church.

m e m -



The phrase "gli^s and enemies in your mind" f 1 : 21") is a Pauline phaase for the
G e n t i l e s . T h e s i n s l i s t e d i n 3 : 5 - 7 a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c G e n t i l e s i n s . T h e r e w e r e
Jews too, for he speaks out against their legal ism, and ceremonial ism. But he says
i n 3 : 1 1 : t h e r e c a n n o t b e G r e e k a n d J e w , c i r c u m s i s e d a n d u n c i r c u m c i s e d . ^ r -
h.ax- lan , Scvth ian , s lave , f ree man , but Chr is t is a l l .and in a l l . "

T h e r e w a s a l s o a l a r g e a n d c o m p l i c a t e d p r o b 1 e m a t C o l o s s a e . I t h a d t o d o w i t h a
heresy known as gnosticism aP^t Tvh"i^h we will have more to say in a later message.
I t i n f e c t e d t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l l y p r o u d . I t a p p e a l e d t o J e w s s t i l l c o n c e r n e d w i t h
c e r e m o n i a l l e g a l i s m . I t r e g a r d e d t h e w o r l d o f m a t t e r a s e v i 1 a n d t a u g h t t h a t G o d
d i d n o t d i r e c t l y c r e a t e i t , b u t d i d s o t h r o u g h a s e r i e s o f e m a n p t i o n s o f w h o m
C h r i s t w a s m e r e l y t h e l a s t . I t a f f e c t e d t h e ^ h i c a l a p p r o a c h t o l i f e , c r e a t e d i n
t e l l e c t u a l n j i d e a n d s n o b b e r y , a n d w o r s t o f a l l m a d e a s h a m h 1 e s n f t r u e d o c
t r i n e o f t h e p e r s o n a n d k h o s w o r k o f t h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t , p r i m a r i l y b y s a y i n g
t h a t J e s u s a n d H i s g o s p e l w e r e f a r t o o s i m p l e . M u c h m o r e m y s t e r i o u s t r u t h s n e e d e d
t o b e k n o w n . C h r i s t w a s n o t e n o u g h ! A n d t h i s p r o m p t e d P a u l t o s p e a k o u t a n d o u r
l e t t e r t o t h e O o l d s s i a n s i s t h e r e s u l t . I n d e e d i t i s h i s m o s t i m p o r t a n t d i s s e r t a
t i o n o n C h r i s t . A s i s t r u e i n s o m a n y h u m a n fi e l d s o f h u m a n p r o g r e s s , a p r o b l e m
t o b e s o l v e d w a s t h e s t i m u l a n t t o P a u l ' s t h i n k i n g o u t w h o C h r i s t i s a n d w h a t H e
h a s d o n e . T h a n k G o d f o r a f e w ^ p a d r r n o s t i c s w h o c h a l l e n g e d a g r e a t t h i n k e r t o
w r i t e t h i s i n c o m p a r a b l e e s s a y o n t h e L i v i n g L o r d !

F r i e n d s o f C o l o s s a e : A n u n u s u a l n u m b e r o f p e o p l e a r e n a m e d i n t h i s l e t t e r . A l l
w e r e f r i e n d s o f C o l o s s a e . M o s t w e r e g a t h e r e d w i t h P a u l i n R o m e . T h e y a r e a n i n
t e r e s t i n g b u n c h . . . a n e l i t e c o l l e c t ! o n o f l e a d e r s o f t h e e a r l y c h u r c h . L i t t l e a s
w e k n o w o f s o m e o f t h e m , e n o u g h i s k n o w n t o g e t a p i c t u r e . T h e y a r e a " p o r t r a i t
g ^ l l fi r y n f P a u l ' s f r i e n d s " a n d f r i e n d s o f t h e C o l o s s i a n c h u r c h .

T h e r e w e r e P a u l a n d T i m o t h y , w r i t e r s o f t h e l e t t e r . S o m u c h i s k n o w n o f P a u l t h a t
w e w i l l n o t d w e l l o n h i m a t l e n g t h . B u t w e n o t e t h a t h e w a s i n p r i s o n , b o u n d b y
c h a i n s t o a R o m a n g u a r d s o t h a t w e h e a r t h e r a t t l e o f t h o s e c h a i n s a c r o s s h i s p a p e i
a s w e h e a r r e f e r e n c e s t o t h o s e b o n d s . " R e m e m b e r ' " t b t y f e t t e r s . " ( 4 ; I 8 1 . " N o w I r e j o i c
i n m y s u f f e r i n g s f o r y o u r s a k e , a n d i n m y fl e s h I c o m p l e t e w h a t i s l a c k i n g i n
C h r i s t ' s a f fl i c t i o n s f o r t h e s a k e o f h i s h o d y . t h a t i s . t h e c h u r c h . " ( l : 2 4 ) . A l l
hTs though ts a re fo r the we l fa re o f h i s dhurches , and h i s p raye rs a re con t inua l .
' ' F o r I w a n t y o u t o k n o w h o w g r e a t l y I s t r i v e f o r y o u , a n d f o r t h o s e a t L a o d i c e a ,
a n d f n r a l l w h o h a v e n o t s e e n m y f a c e . " r 2 : 1 I . E v e n i n f r i s o n P a u l c o u l d p r a y , h e
c o u l d w r i t e , a n d t o a s u r p r i s i n g e x t e n t b e a o n e - m a n G e n e r a l E x e c u t i v e B o a r d o f
W o r l d M i s s i o n s . A n o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t e m e r g e s h e r e : S o m . e m o d e r n c r i t i c a l s c h o l
a r s a s s e r t t h a t t h e A p o s t l e k n e w n o t h i n g o f t h e h i s t o r i c C h r i s t . H o w i d i o t i c ?
H e r e i n R o m e h e h a s t h e c o m p a n y o f w r i t e r s o f t w o o f t h e f o u r G o s p e l s , M a r k a n d
L u k e . O n e w a s a n e y e w i t e n s s o f m u c h t h a t J e s u s d i d a n d s a i d , t h e o t h e r a c a r e f u l
h i s t o r i a n w h o h a d r e s e a r c h e d t h e d e t a i l s a c c u r a t e l y . D o n t t y o u s u p o s e t h a t a s P a u l
c o m p o s e d t h i s e p i c o f t h e p e r s o n a n d w o r k o f C h r i s t h e r e p e a t e d l y c o n s u l t e d t h e s etwo biographers to refresh his knowledge and inspT^e his faith as he wrote: "He
i s t h e i m a g e o f t h e i n v i s a b l e G o d , t h e fi r s t - b o r n o f a l l c r e a t i o n , f o r i n h i m a l l
t h i n g s w e r e c r e a t e d . A n h e a v e n a n d o n e a r t h , v i s i b l e a n d i n v i s i b l e . . . f n r i n h i m a l l

^ t h e f u l n e s s o f G o d w a s p l e a s e d t o d w e l l , a n d t h r o u f r h h i m t o r e c o n c i l e t q ^ h i m s e l f
a l l t h i n g s , w h e t h e r o n e a r t h o r i n h e a v e n , m a k i n g p e a c e b y t h e b l o o d o f . h . i s _ c r o s s . '
( l ; l 5 - 2 0 ) ? W i t h P a u l w a s J i m o t h y t o c a r e f o r h i s p h y s i c a l n e e d s a n d t o l e a r n f r o m
t h e l i p s o f t h e g r e a t t e a c h e r . O v e r l o o k i n g t h e g e n e r a t i o n a n d e x p e r i e n c e g a p ,
P a u l c a l l s h i m " o u r b r o t h e r . " P e r h a p s i t w a s T i m o t h y w h o w a s a c t i n g a s s t e n o g r a p h
e r f o r t h i s l e t t e r t o w h i c h P a u l p e n n e d t h e fi n a l g r e e t i n g a n d s i g n a t u r e .

E n a p h r a s w a s w i t h P a u l t o o . H e m a y h a v e b e e n a n a t i v e o f C o l o s s a e w h o h a d b e e n
c o n v e r t e d u n d e r P a u l ' s m i n i s t r y i n R p h e s u s a n d s e n t b a c k t o w o r k a m o n g h i s o w n
p e o p l e . P a u l s a y s h e r e t h a t E p a p h r a s i s " o n e o f y o u r s e l v e s . " H i s r e p o r t s p r o m p t e c
t h i s l e t t e r x w h i l e h e v i s i t e d i n R o m e . P a u l u s e s g r a c i o u s t e r m s t o d e s c r i b e h i m
a s " o u r b e l o v e d f e l l o w s e r v a n t " f 1 : 7 1 " a f a i t h f u l m i n i s t e r o f C h r i s t " ( 1 : 7 ) , a n d H a
s e r v a n t o f C h r i s t J e s u s " C 4 : 1 2 1 . P a u l n o t e s h o w E p h p h r a s a l w a y s r e m e m b e r s h i s

^ c h u r c h e s i n h i s p r a y e r s a n d h a s t h r e e c h u r c h e s i n t h e L y c u s
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R i v e r v a l l e y . T h e e x p r e s s i o n " a l w a y s r e m e m h e r i n a v o t i e a r n e s t l y , i n h i s p r a v e r s "
a c t u a l l y m e a n s " a ^ . o n i ^ i j L g " i n p r a y e r . I t t a k e s a g o n i z i n g n r a y e r a n d r e a l h a r d

j^work to be the kind of pastor Epaphras evidently was.
T h e n t h e r e w a s T y c h i c u s , t h e b e a r e r o f t h e l e t t e r a n d p r o b a b l y a c i t i z e n o f E p h e s u s
He had already gained a retfp'tation for t rust wo p t h j_n a s s as bearer of a -r p i i p f q f -
f e - r - i n p t o t h e p o o r C h r i s t i a n s o f J e r u s a l e m . H e t o o i s c a l l e d " g
a n d f a i t h f u l m i n i s t e r a n d f e l l o w s e r y a T i ^ " — t h p > T . n - p . d " ( 4 • 7 ) N o w t O h i m P a u l g a v e
a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s b i l i t y t o a c t a s h i s p e r s o n a l e n v o y i n t w o r e s p e c t s . O n e i s t h a t
w i t h T y c h i c u s P a u l w a s s e n d i n g O n e s i m u s , t h e r u n a w a y s l a v e m e n t i o n e d h e r e b y n a m e ,
who somehow had been in contact with Paul and had beeji^converted. Now Paul was
returning him to his master and Paul' friend Phi 1 emon^,was a pillar of the Colossian
c h u r c h . W i t h g r e a t t a f c t P a u l d o e s n o t r e f e r t o t h e s l a v e s t a t u s o f O n e s i m u s b u t
s a y s , " H e i s a f a i t h f u J a n d h p i n v e d b r o t h e r w h o i s o n e o f y o u r s e l v e s . " T h i s s l a v e
p r o b a b l y l i v e d t o b e c o m e h i s h o p n f E n h ^ c n g S u r e l y i t w o u l d c a l l f o r s o m e d i n l o m a c
a n d t a c t o n t h e p a r t o f T y c 6 i c u s t o h a n d l e t h i s a f f a i r s o a s n o t o n l y n o t t o o f f e n d
P h i l e m o n b u t a l s o t o g e t a f a i r d e a l f o r t h e n o w r e p e n t a n t s l a v e . P a u l k n e w h e
c o u l d c o u n t o n T y c h i c u s t o n e g o t i a t e t h i s w i t h C h r i s t i a n c o u r t e s y . H a p p y i s a n y
c h u r c h o r C h r i s t i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h h a s p e o p l e w h i c h c a n h a n d f t i d e l i c a t e p e r s o n -

_^pel Tnattprq! But Tychicus has another responsibility too. He was to tell the Chrii a n s o f C o l o s s a e " e v e r y t h i n g t h a t h a s t a k e n p l a c e h e r e . ' ' f 4 : 9 I W h e n
t o E p h e s u s o n a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n , h e e n t r u s t e d t h i s s a m e m a n w i t h t h i s r e s p o n
s i b i l i t y . T h i s i m p l i e s t r e m e n d o u s t r u s t o n t h e p a r t o f P a u l i n h i s e n v o y t o g i v e
a n a c c u r a t e p i c t u r e o f P a u l ' s c o n d i t i o n a n d e x p e r i e n c e s , a n d t o c o n v e y h i s o p i n i o n s
a n d d o c t r i n e s a s h e w a s t e a c h i n g t h e m i n R o m e b u t d i d n o t h a v e t i m e a n d s p a c e t o
w r i t e d o w n . W h a t w e w o u l d g i v e f o r a t a p e r e c o r d i n g a s E p a p h r a s s a t i n P h i l e m o n ' s
h o u s e , t h e r e s t o r e d s l a v e O n e s i m u s a t h i s f e e t , a n d e x c i t e d C h r i s t i a n s g a t h e r e d
a r o u n d t o h e a r w h a t n e w s t h e r e w a s f r o m t h e b e l o v e d A p o s t l e i n R o m e !

A n o t h e r f r i e n d o f t h e C o l o s s i a n C h u r c h w a s A r i s t a r c h u s . . f r o m T h e s s a l o n i c a . H e k s
k e e p s p o p p i n g u p n o w a n d t h e n i n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t . H e r e i s i s c a l l e d a " f e l l o w
n r i f a n n e r " . P r o b a b l y h e w a s n o t a c t u a l l y u n d e r a r r e s t b u t v o l u n t a r i l y a t t a c h e d h i m
s e l f t o P a u l s o a s t o d e s e r v e t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n . i c i i i - i p T n R n v i H a y - m a k e s t h e p o i n t
that Aristarchus was the kind of man to have around in a ti ght^cdnnor. He was on
h a n d w h e n t h e p e o p l e o f r i o t p d a n d w a s r i g h t i n t h e t h i c k o f t h i n g s s o a s
t o b e c a p t u r e d b y t h e m o b . W h e n P a u l w a s u n d e r a r r e s t a n d s e t s a i l f o r P o m e , A r i s
t a r c h u s w a s w i t h h i m . N o w i n p r i s o n , A r i s t a r c h u s w a s w i t h P a u l . H i s m a i n v i r t u e
s e e m s t o b e b e e n t o b e a p o o d c o m p a n i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t i m e s o f t r o u b l e . S o m e
C h r i s t i a n s a r e c a l l e d f o r t h i s g o o d p p f c T p o s e . . . t o b e t h e m a n F r i d a y w h e n n e e d e d ,
o r j u s t t o b e t l i e r e t o p r o v i d e s o l a c e a n d c o m f o r t a n d c o m p a n s i o n s h i n w h e n t h e

' ' f g o i n g i s r o u g h . A c h u r c h a l w a y s n e e d s a n A r i s t a r c h u s m r t w o .

M a r k i s n a m e d t o o . H e h a d a n i n t e r e s t i n g c a r e e r . A s a y o u n g m a n h i s m o t h e r ' s h o m e
w a s o p e n t o J e s u s a n d h i s d i s c i p l e s a n d l a t e r t o t h e y o u n g c h u r c h . A s a c l o s e
f r e e n d o f P e t e r , i t i s g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d t h a t h i s g o s p e l a c c o u n t o f J e s u s e c h o x e s
t h e w i t n e s s o f t h e g r e a t fi s h e r m a n . H e w a s o n h a n d w h e n J e s u s w a s a r r e s t e d b u t
fl e d l e a v i n g h i s g a r m e n t b e h i n d . H e w e n t a l o n g w i t h P a u l a n d B a r n a b a s o n t h e fi r s t
m i s s i o n a r y j o u r n e y b u t q u i t w h e n t h e g o i n g w a s h a r d a n d w e n t h o m e . P a u l c o u l d n o t
f o r g i v e t h i s q u i c k l y a n d h i s r e f u s a l t o t a k e t h e y o u n g m a n o n t h e s e c o n d j o u r n e y
c a u s e d h i m a n d B a r n a b a s t o s p l i t u p . S o m e h o w i n t h e m e a n t i m e , M a r k h a d r e d e e m e d
himself, perhaps as tradition says by fai^^f'ul service as a missionary to Et?ypt.
N o w h e i s w i t h P a u l a g a i n , f o r g i v e n a n d r e s t o r e d t o f e l l o w s h i p w i t h t h e A p o s t l e
w h o w a s n o w h a p p y t o f o r g e t t h e p a s t a n d t o f o r g i v e f . P a u l h e r e s u g g e s t s t h a t M a r k
m a y b e t r a v e l i n g t o C o l o s s a e s o o n a n d g i v e s h i m a w o r d o f a p p r o v a 1 . . . " i f h e c o m e s
t o y o u r e c e i y p h i m . " f 1 • 1 n 1 . M a r k d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e w a y i n w h i c h a n y o n e o f u s w h o

^ h a s s l i p p e d o r f a i l e d , c a n r e p e n t a n d b e f o r g i v e n a n d r e s t o r e d a n d b e c o m e u s e f u l t c
G o d a n d H i s C h u r c h .

J e s u s w h o i s c a l l e d J u s t u s . O f h i m w e k n o w n o t h i n g , b u t w i t h A r i s t a r c h u s a n d ^ ! a r k ,
t h e t h r e e a r e l i s t e d a s " t h e o n l y m e n o f t h e r i r c u m c i s i o n a m o n g m y f e l l o w w . o r k e T s

t h p i k i n g d o m o f G o d , a n d t h e y h a v e b e e n a c o m f o r t t o . m e . " ( 4 : 11 ) . S t r a n g e t h a t
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o f t h e t h o u s a n d s o f o t h e r J e w s i n R o m e , m a n y o f t h e m C h r i s t i a n , o n l y t h e s e t h r e e
w e r e a t t e n d a n t s o f P a u l . T h e w o r d " c o m f o r t " p o s s i b l y h a d t h e m e d i c a l m e a n i n g o ftonic. Their loyalty and comfort was a ^^gi^ for the heart of the Apostle. M
"Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you."(4:44) We know from the beginning
o f t h e " w e " p a s s a g e s i n A c t s 1 6 : 1 0 t h a t L u k e j o i n e d P a u l a t T r o a s a t t h e s t a r t o f
h i s fi r s t j o u r n e y i n t o G r e e c e . P e r h a p s h e w a s c o n v e r t e d t h e r e a n d i n fl u e n c e d t h e
A p o s t l e t o o b e y t h e c a l l o f t h e v i s i o n o f a m a n o f M a c e d o n i a c a l l i n g f o r h e l p .
H e m a y h a v e g i v e n u p a g o o d i n c o m e a s a d o c t o r t o b e c o m e a f e l l o w m i s s i o n a r y , . . .
D o t t h e o n l y p h y s i c i a n t o d o s u c h a t h i n g . M a n y t h i n k t h a t P a u l ' s p h y s i c a l c o n d i
t i on requ i red a mod i ca 1—at tendan t . A t any ra te , Luke earned the t i t l e o f "be l_qved
p h y s i c i a n " a n d p r o b a b l y e x t e n d e d h i s s e r v i c e s t o b r i n g h e a l i n g h e a l i n g t o m a n y a s
t h e y t r a v e l l e d , t h u s m a k i n g h i m t h e fi r s t m e d i c a l m i s s i o n a r y .

D e m a s i s m e n t i o n e d b u t n o t p r a i s e d ^ w h i c h i s s i g n i fi c a n t . H e p r e s e n t s s h a r p c o n
t r a s t t o M a r k w h o w e n t f r o m d i s g r a c e t o r e s t o r a t i o n i n P a u l ' s f a v o r . I n P h i l e m o n
2 4 h e i s i n c l u d e d w i t h M a r k , A r i s t a r c h u s a n d L u k e a s a " f e l l o w w o r k e r " b u t h e r e
t h e r e i s s i l e n c e . H e j s j u s t t h e r e . L a t e r i n I I T i m . 4 : 1 0 w e r e a d , " D e m a s . i n
love w i th th is p r f ^sen t wnr lH hag HpgP- r tpH mP and oone to Th e s s a 1 on i ca . " I sn ' t
t h i s t h e f a i n t _ q u t 1 i n e o f d e g e n e r a t i o n , o r g r a d u a l s l i p p i n g a w a y f r o m a f a i t h o n c e
h e l d , a n d a n h o r e d p o s i t i o n i n t h e s e r v i c e o f C h r i s t ? S o m e h o w h e l o s t h i s f a i t h .
H e c o u l d h a v e d o n e s o m u c h , b u t h i s a t t e n t i o n w a s d r a w n t o t h e p l e a s u r e s o f t h e
w o r l d a n d i n t h e e n d h e d e s e r t e d . H o w t r a g i c . a n d y e t h o w o f t e n t r u e o f t h o s e w h o
c o u l d b e t h e f r i e n d s o f t h e c h u r c h . T h e e x c i t e m e n t a n d a d v a n t a g e s a n d p l e a s u r e s
o f t h e t a n g i b l e w o r l d c a n d r a w a w a y f r o m t h e p e r m a n e n t j o y s o f t h e h o u s e h o l d o f
t h e f a i t h . u w

F a u l ' s fi n a l w o r d s m e n t i o n l o c a l f r i e n d s o f t h e C o l o s i i a n c h u r c h . " G i v e m y g r e e t
i n g s t o t h e b r e t h r e n a t L a o d i c e a , a n d t o N y m p h a a n d t h e c h u r c h i n h e r h o u s e . " ( 4 :
15). He reqiTeTts that the two churfche swap and read their let ters from him.
T h e s e c h u r c h e s d e r i v e d a x x H s t i m u l a t i o n a n d h e l p i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h e a c h o t h e r .
I t h a s o f t e n b e e n m y e x p e r i e n c e t h a t a l o n e c o u n t r y c h u r c h t o D f a r f r o m o t h e r
c h u r c h e s t o e a s i l y e x p e r i e n c e a n y f e l l o w s h i p , h a s a r o u g h t i m e , b u t t h a t i n a g r o u ]
of churches it acquires <;timii1 ati nn arid ctrfinoth. One log in a fi^lace will not
b u r n w e l l a n d u s u a l l y g o e s o u t , b u t t w o o r m o r e b u r n i n g t o g e t h e r m a k e a fi n e c o n
t i n u i n g b l a z e . S o w i t h c h u r c h e s , a n d C o l o s s a e w a s f o r t u n a t e t o h a v e t h e h e l p o f
two o thers . Nymphay may have been a woman in Laodicea who opened her home to the
church. For a couple of centuries afteijfchrist there were no churrh building?; but
C h r i s t i a n s o f w e a l t h u s e d t h e i r h o m e s o r p r e p a r e d a l a r g e f o o m f o r t h e c o l l e c t i v e
worship of the group. We know nothing of Nymr^ either, but she was undoubtedly a
gracious lady whose contribution was to keep an open home, to dust the piano andbookcases, and fijx the flowers^^W the church meeting in her home. We recall sevee
al women mention-'An this capacity in the New Testament. Such ladies too, are
f r i e n d s o f t h e c h u r c h a n d d e s e r v e , a s d i d N y m b h a , a n a m e i n H o l y S c r i p t u r e .

L a s t w a s A r c h i p p u s . T h e l e t t e r t o P h i l e m o n i s a d d r e s s e d t o " P h i l e m o n o u r f e l l o w
worker, an'd Apphia our sister and Archinnus our fellow s o 1 d i e r—a-ad the church in
ynii-p hnnt;e ■ " Was this a Christian family, and was Archippus the son of Philemon
and Apphia? Here we read: "And say to Arch innus. 'See that vou fu lfi l l the min is t
wh i rh ym i have rece i ved i n t he Lo rd . ' " Maybe wh i l e Rev. F. ' p j pph ras was i n Rome,
Archippus was acting pastor of these churches. Some think he was lagging in his
d u t i e s a n d P a u l w a s t e l l i n g h i m t o g e t o n t h e b a l l . B u t t h i s i s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y
s o . I f P a u l h a d t r a i n e d h i m a n d c o m m i s s i o n e d h i m a s a y o u n g e v a n g e l i s t , p e r h a p s
i n h i s fi r s t m i n i s t r y , w h a t w o u l d b e m o r e n a t u r a l t h a n f o r t h e A p o s t l e t o e n c o u r a g
h i m t o " f u l fi l l t b p m i n i s t r y w h i c h v o u h a v e r e c e i v e d i n t h e L o r d . " I l i k e t o t h i n
o f i t t h a t w a y. . . t h a t h e r e w a s a y o u n g m a n c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a l l t h e p r o b l e m s o f a
h o s t i l e n o n - C h r i s t i a n s o c i e t y , p e r p l e x e d w i t h t h e h e r e s i e s w h i c h d e n i e d C h r i s t H i s
pboper ^ lace of pre-eminence, but who wi th the inspi rat ion of th is unique d iscus
s i o n o f t h e p e r s o n a n d p l a c e o f C h r i s t a n d H i s r i g h t t o r u l e i n e v e r y h u m a n r e l a
t i o n s h i p i s h e r e c a l l e d u p o n b y h i s b e l o v e d t e a c h e r t o " f u l fi 11 " t h e m i n i s t r y
w h i c h h e h a d r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e L o r d .
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C o n c l u s i o n : S o h e r e y o u h a v e a c h u r c h a n d i t s f r i e n d s . T h e r e w e r e i m p e r f e c t i o n s
i n t h e c h u r c h a n d i n e a c h o f t h e s e f r i e n d s . B u t t o g e t h e r w e g e t a p i c t u r e o f a c h u -
w h e r e v a r i o u s c a p a c i t i e s a n d a b i l i t i e s h a d r n m h i n p d . T h e g r e a t n e e d o f t h i s c h u r c h
w h i c h a l l r e c o g n i z e d w a s t o k ^ e p r h r T c ; t a t t h p t o m a k e H i m s u p r e m e a n d
s j i f f i r i p n t . I s n ' t t h e r e a p i c t u r e h e r e o f e v e r y c h u r c h a n d o f o u r o w n n e e d s a s
w e w o r k w i t h c h u r c h e s ? S o m e m a y b e a n a p o s t l e l i k e P a u 1 , o t h e r s a l a d y l i k e N y m p h a
S o m e a r e m e s s e n r r e r s . s o m e a r e p e a c e - m a k e r s . s o m e a r e t h e s o l d i e r s i n a s c r a p , s o m e
m i n i s t e r t o p h y s i c a l n e e d s . B u t a l l w i t h C h r i s t a s t h e h e a d o f t h e c h u r c h f o r m M i s
b o d y a n d b e a r f r u i t f o r H i s g l o r y .

P a u l i s e n c o u r a g i n g u s t o " h o l d f a s t t o t h e H e a d f r o m w h o m t h e w h o l e h o d v,
n o u r i s h e d a n d k n i t t o p e t h e r t h r o u g h i t s j o i n t s a n d l i g a m e n t s , p r o w s w i t h
a g r o w t h t h a t i s f r o m G o d . ' ( 2 : 1 9 )

U > ^ A ^ 1 / n

1 . A C h u r c h a n d I t s F r i e n d s
2 . T h e S u p r e m a c y a n d S u f fi c i e n c y o f C h r i s t
7 i . S t e a d f a s t C h r i s t i a n L i v i n g
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T h e S u p r e m a c y a n d S u f fi c e g n c v o f C h r i s t

■S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : C o l . 1 : 1 3 - 2 0

Tex t : * ' . . . tha t in every th ing he mi^h t be p re -eminent . " (Co l . 1 :18b)

The supremacy and sufficiency of Christ. These words sum up Col. l- ] .5'-20 for
wh ich we find the bes t s ing le tex t in 1 :18 : " . . . tha t in every th ing he might be
n r e - ^ e m i n e n t . " O n e c o u l d w i s h t h a t P a u l h a d c l o s e d t h i s p a r a g r a n h w i t h h i s w o r d s
in 3:11 which in s imp 1 er 1 an,gua ge .a 1 s o offer a summaiy: "Christ is all, and in all

(^Paul's approach shows that as a missionary he knew the importance of understand
i n g c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s . . J e r u s a l e m , R o m e , A t h e n s , a n d C o l o s s a e d e m a n d e d v a r i e d
c u l t u r a l a d a p t a t i o n o f t h e C o s p e l t r u t h , a n d t h i s p a r a g r a p h i s d i f fi c u l t f o r u s
m a i n l y b e c a u s e o f t h e s t r a n g e p h i l o s o p h y o f r e l i g i o n d e v e l o p e d i n C o l o s s a e . W e
miss ionar ies can learn here f rom Paul that^a l though the essent ia l fiosoel content
i s a l w a y s t h e s a m e * , t h e f o r m o f p r e s e n t a t i o n i n K o r e a m a y b e t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t
f r o m C a l i f o r n i a . T o t r a n s p l a n t A m e r i c a n f o r m s o f e v a n g e l i s m , o r r e v i v a l s , o r
l i t e r a t u r e , o r p r o g r a m s b e c a u s e t h e y a r e f a m i l i a r t o u s a n d s u c c e s s f u l a t h o m e
i n n o w a y i n s u r e s t h e i r e f f e c t i v e n e s s i n K o r e a . P a u l w a s t r y i n g t o p u t h i m s e l f
i n t h e p e w b e s i d e t h e C o l o s s i a n s t o h e a r h i m s e l f e x p o u n d o n t h e p e r s o n o f C h r i s t .

([J) We must also note again the presence a local heresy the nature of which we
a r e n o t e n t i r e l y s u r e . I t r e l e g a t e d t o a s u b o r d i n a t e p o s i t i o n , d e n i e d t h a t
t h e t r u e G o d w a s t h e c r e a t i n g G o d , r e g a r d e d t h e b o d y a s t o t a l l y e v i l , a n d r e q u i r
e d s p e c i a l k n o w l e d g e t o g a i n a c e s s t o G o d . G o d ' s r e l a t i o n t o H i s c r e a t i o n w a s
l i k e a m a n w h o c r e a t e s a r o b o t , c h a r g e s i t b a t t e r i e s a n d t u r n s i t l o o s e . T h e
r o b o t i n t u r n c r e a t e s a n o t h e r r o b o t , s o m e w h a t i n f e r i o r , a n d t u r n s i t l o o s e . T h i j
rob:t creates an third, and so on. There is no direct coneection between the man
a n d t h e fi n a l r o b o t i n t h e c h a i n w h i c h i s i n f e r i o r , e v i l , a n d m a k e s t h i n g s f o r
which the original man is not responsibie./a This denied so much of the true
nature and function of ChrisJ, that Paul hire is correctipg bv ^serti^^ the tru1

C t o A j i t / i i H < U > U I I 6 U A w - a . , w . . . , . .
(g)The immediate context also deserves c'ommenr^'^ Thrs Christological jewel is set

between statements assur ing our redempt ion by Chr is t . 1:13-14:"He has del ivered
us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his Relovec
Son,, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sin." Then vs. 20: "and throi
him'to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross." Paul the theologian never forgot that he was
Paul the evangelist. His sublime phrases about the supremacy and suffici ency of
Christ are braTceted" with convictions of del iverance , redemption , f or g 1 venes s , an(
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n o f s i n f u l m a n w i t h G o d .

T find in these 6 verses 9 statements about Christ, and elsewhere in the book
about 9 more statements, some echoing tliose in tliis paragraph. Like many other
students who express these ideas in different forms T find 4 statements about Ch-

1 . C h r i s t a n d G o d 3 . C h r i s t a n d t h e C h u x ^ J ?
2 . C h r i s t a n d C r e a t i o n 4 . C h r i s t a n d P ^ c . m i c i I j a t J _ Q n

Chr i s t and God . Ve rse te l l s us : "H ie i s t he image o f t he i nv i s ib le God , '
Verse 19: "In him' al l the fulness of God was pleased to dwell. These words not
only tell us the relationship of Christ and God, but what William BaxcLay calls
"vyha t Christ Is to H i m e 1 f . "

©Christ is the image of the invisible God. The chU^'s cajtechj^m asks: "Can you
see God?" and answers: "No, T cannot see God but He a lways sees me." We cannot
s e e G o d , b u t . J e s u s H i m s e l f t a u g h t ; " H e w h u J i a s s e . e n ■ ' '
Paul had only a momentary glimpse of the risen Christ in that blinding light on
the road to Damascus, but he must have talked with Peter and .John (as well as
Mark) and others who saw .Jesus in the flesh. He had heard what HH LOOked like.

a n <



t h e t o n e o f h i s v o i c e , h i s g e s t u r e s a n d m a n n e r i s m s . M o r e t h a n t h i s h e l e a r n e d o f
t h e a t t i t u d e s a n d n ^ n o d < ; _ a n d c h a r p r t p r o f t h e S a v i o r . H e w a s c o n v i n c e d t h a t i n t h e
p e r s o n o f t h i s p h y s i c a l , h i s t o r i c a l p e r s o n c a l l e d J e s u s , m e n s a w G o d .

T h e w o r d f o r i m a g e i s e i k o n . W e a s s o c i a t e e i k o n s w i t h t h e G r e e k O r t h o d o x c h u r c h
w h e r e p j , c t o r i a l _ i m a g e s o f C h r i s t a r e a p a r t o f a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d w o r s h i p . A n
e i k o n w a s a n o r t r a i t , l i k e a m o d e r n p h o t j j g r a n h . W h e n a l e g a l d o c u m e n t w a s d r a w n
u p i t i n c l u d e d a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a n d d i s t i n g u i s h i n g m a r k s o f
t h e c o n t r a c t i n g p a r t i e s s o t h e r e c o u l d b e n o m i s t a k e l a t e r o n . A n e i k o n w a s a
d e s c r i p t i o n b y w h i c h y o u c o u l d b e r e c o g n i z e d . I n J e s u s w e r e c o g n i z e G o d , b e c a u s e

s^there are His n_e r s o n a 1 characteristics^ and dj s rj n ou i s h i d o ma^pks . I.ike a mirror,
J e s u s w a s t h e i m a g e o f G o d r e p r e s e n t 1 n g H i m . B u t a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n w h i c h i s p e r
f e c t e n o u g h i s a l s o a m a n i f e s t a t i o n , f o r m o r e t h a n a p i c t u r e i m a g e H e m a n i f e s t e d
w h a t G o d i s l i k e i n H i s i n n e r b e i n g . I n G e n e s i s t h i s s a m e w o r d e i k o n i s u s e d :
"Gjiii. r.rFi.-p:ed man iji His own ijaaJLe, Lil the, i mape of GqcL created him. " There
f o r e i t i s f a i r t o s a y t h a t J e s u s i s a d o u b l e i m a g e . . . a n i m a g e o f G o d , a n d a n
i m a g e o f w h a t m a n w a s

Again, in Chrsst all the f ess of God was pleased to dwell . " Fulness rs p 1 eroma.
T h e r e i s n o t h i n g o f G o d ^ 1 e f t _ o u t i n J e s u s . H e i s s u c h a f u l l r e v e l a t i o n t h a t
nothing more is necessary. Som^ Colossians thought al l k inds of special know
ledge and secret passwords were^ecessary to get to know God. Paul brushed this
a s i d e w i t h t h e s u f fi c i e n c y o f C h r i s t a l o n e . I n 2 j _ 3 h e s a y s : ' i n f C h r i s t J a r e
h i d a l l t h e t r e a s u r e s o f w i d d o m a n d k n o w l e d g e . ' ' a n d i n 2 j _ 9 : " I n f C h r u s s t J t h e
w h o l e f u l n e s s o f d e i t y d w e l l s b o d i l y . ' " E x c e p t i n f a i t h / w e c a n n o t u n d e r s t a n d t h e
d o c t r i n e o f t h e t r i n i t y , b u t w e k n o w t h a t a l l o f G o d w a - ' s i n C h r i s t w h o s h o w s u s

/ • a l l t h a t i s n e e d e d t o k n o w G o d . N o " u n k n o w n ' ' G o d , n o a b s t r a c t p h i l o s o . p h i c a l c o n -

;^(ceptions, no statues of wood and stone...Just Christ as revealed in the Scrip-\tures shows us the pleroma,^ the completeness of God.
C h r i s t a n d C r e a t i o n . " [ H e i s ] t h e fi r s t - b o r n o f a l l c r e a t i o n ; f o r i n h i m a l l

t h i n g s w e r e c r e a t e d i n h e a v e n a n d o n e a r t h , v i s i b l e a n d i n v i s i b l e , w h e t h e r t h r o n e ?
o r d o m i n i o n s o r p r i n c i p a l i t i e s o r a u t h o r ! t i e s . . a 1 1 t h i n g s w e r e c r e a t e d t h r o u g h
h i m a n d f o r h i m . H e i s b e f o r e a l l t h i n g s , a n d i n h i m a l l t h i n g s h o l d t o g e t h e r . '

' H e r e P a u l d e a l s w i t h t h e n u b o f t h e p r o b l e m i n C o l o s s a e a n d p r o v i d e s p l e n t y o f
m e a t f o r o u r a s t r o n o m e r s , g e o l o g i s t s , a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s a n d o t h e r s c i e n t i s t s t o
c h e w o n . . S o o f t e n C h r i s t i s l e f t o u ^ o f t h e i r c a l c u l a t i o n s a n d t h e o r i z i n g . T h e
f o u r s t a t e m e n t s h e r e a s s e r t C f T r i s f ' s l . o _ r d s h i n . P r J C L r i J t v , a n d C o n t r o l o f
a l l C r e a t i o n . J f U j . - ) =

L o r d s h i p . M e i s t h e fi r s t - b o r n o f a l l c r e a t i o n . F i r s t - b o r n d o e s n o t m e a n ^ i n
order of tim^, but is a title of sovereignty. It was an ancient title of honor
f o r k i n g s i n m a n y l a n d s . I n t h e O . T. i t i s u s e d o f t h e M e s s i a h . T h e h i g h e s t
h o n o r o f c r e a t i o n b e l o n g s t o t h e S o n o f G o d , J e s u s C h r i s t . W i t h r e s p e c t t o a l l
Creation, Christ holds the position of sovereign honor and lordship, which p^ces
h i m a b o v e a 11 c r e a t i o n , a n d n u t s a l l c r e a t i o n i n s u b j e c t i o n t o H i m ^

r5 Agency. In him al l th ings were created in heaven and on earth, v is ible and in-
V i s i b l e w h e t b e r t h r o n e s o r d o m i n i o n s o r p r i n c i p a l i t i e s o r a t t h o r i t i e s . . a l 1 t h i n g s
^ e r e c r e a t e d t h r o u g h h i m a n d f o r h i m . H o w s t r a n g e t o o u r s c i e n t i fi c a l l y t u n e d
m o d e r n m i n d s ! ~ i n h i m " a n d " t h r o u g h h i m " a n d " f o r h i m " a r e k e y p h r a s e s .

(^. In him expresses the spiritual loc4ity of all creation., .a 11 the universe
i s a m a r v e l o u s u n f o l d i n g o f t h o m i n d o f G o d i n C h r L s t . A l l t h e l a w a n d o r ^ d e r
a t v d m a i e s t v a n d b e a u t y a n d h a r m o n y w h i c h w e s e e a r e i n h i m .

Through him shows Christ as the medlatnr. When God made the stars. Chrisi
w a s t h e m e d i a t o r . W h e n G o d m a k e s a . n e w c r e a t i o n o f a s i n f u l m a n , C h r i s t i s t h e
m e d i a t o r . T h e s a m e p r e p o s i t i o n i s f o u n d i n " t h r o u g h h i m \ ^ e h a v e a c c e s s f o t h e
F j U J l . e r . "

F o r h i m , o r u n t o h i m p o i n t s t o C h r i s t a s t h e 0 0 a 1 — c l £ t h e u n i v e r s e . H e i s
the be g inn ing and the end, the A1nh a and the Omega. A l l the wor ld was made for



C h r i s t , t o b e H i s , t o ^ i v e H i m ^ l o r y .

R e m e m b e r t h a t P a u l w a s a A j o s ^ i j i g h i s l a n ^ u a p e t o t h e t h i n b i n ^ o f t h e
C o l o s s i a n s . W i t h o u t s a y i n g y e s o r n o t o t h e i r w h o l e s y s t e m o f * ' e m n n n t i o n s " f r o m
C o d , i n t e r m e d i a t e b e i n g s , a n d v a r i o u s p o w e r s i n t h e u n i v e r s e h e i s p r o c l a i m i n g :

y "A l l these th ings, whatever they are in creat ion were created in Chr is t , through^ C h r i s t , a n d f o r C h r i s t . ^ __ , J

ft) Priority. ^Christ is before all thinrs. Jesus was not a part of creation,
h u t e x i s t e d n r i o r t o c r e a t i o n . H e w a s n o t c r e a t e d f o r H e w a s b e f o r e c r e a t i o n .
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e a n c i e n t c r e d a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , h e w a s o t e r n a l l y b e g o t t e n o f t l i e
F a t h e r . " I n t h e b e g i n n i n g w a s t h e W o r d , a n d t h e W o r d w a s w i t h C o d . " T h i s p r c -
e x i s t e n c e i n t i m e i s a p a r t o f C h r i s t ' s s u p r e m a c y i n d i g n i t v . h e a d s h i n . s n v e r e i c ^ n t

f r o C o n t r o l o f C r e a t i o n . ^ I n H i m a l l t h i n r s h o l d t o g e t h e r . T h e m a r v e l o u j ; u n i t y n n c
order of the universe ard^^accidental . The lav^r of. gra>r-itv and all otheycohesive
a n d r ^ a ^ j J L a J L C L O ' o r d i n a n c e s o f i n fi n i t e s p a c e a s w e l l a s m i c r o n a r t i c l e s ' o f t h e
a t o m a r e i n h i m . H e n u t t h e s t a r s i n t h e i r p l a c e s a n d t h e n h o l d s t h e m i n h i s b a n c
H e r e w e s t e p b y f a i t h o u t s i d e t h e l i m i t a t i o n s o f h u m a n s c i e n c e . F o r a l l i t s
a m a z i n g d i s c o v e r i e s , s c i e n c e k n o w s o n l y w h a t i t c a n d e d u c e f r o m w h a t i t c a n s e e
a n d t e s t . O n l y C h r i s t g i v e s t h e f u n d d m e n t a l e x p l a j i a t i o n o f w h a t h o l d s a l l t h e
u n i v e r s e i n b a l a n c e a n d k e e p s i t r u n n i n g s m o o t h l y a c c o r d i n g t o d i v i n e n l a n .

ITT. Chrsst and the Churcly^ ^'He ^s the head of the Church." First-burn in crea-
^ t i on , fi r s t i n t he chu rc l r. The head o f t he chu rch i s t he r i sen and exa l t ed Chr i s t

F i r s t - b o r n i n c r e a t i o n , fi r s t - b o r n f r o m t h e d e a d . , t h a t i n e v e r y t h i n g h e m i g h t h e
p r e - e m i n e n t ^ T h I C o t , \ P a u l a l s o s p o k e o f t h e c h u r c h a s t h e b o d y o f C h r i s t , b u t
emphasized the diversi^ty of functions of the single organism and the interdepen
dence of its members/ Here the emphasis is on the head of the whole nrjiani gm,
the resurected Christ from, whom all memb.ers- derive their vital poAvers (SZi

^ U - y t i i ' C t l L u j X < f l u u l M .
W i t h t h e e m p h a s i s u p o n C h r i s t a s h e a d , t h e c h u r c h a s t h e b o d y i s s u b j e c t t o t h a t
h e a d , a n d a n v a b u s e o f i t i s u n fi t t i n g . T h e C o l o s s i a n s s e p a r a t e d s p i r i t a n d b o d yinto good and evil, and some of them reasone(^hat what we do with thebody makes
n o d i f f e r e n c e . B u t P a u l p o i n t s t o J e s u s a s t h e h e a d o f t h e c h u r c h a n d t o t h e
c h u r c h a s t h e c o l l e c t i v e b o d y o f s a i n t s w i t h a d u t y t o k e e p i t s e l f h o l v a n d p u r e
i n o r d e r t o h o n o r t h e h e a d , J e s u s C h r i s t . T h i s t h o u g h t i s j u s t a s p e r t i n e n t t o d a y
as 2000 years ago, though perhaps in d i f ferent ways. i% meaUS {37 Vv ' IH<- \+cw^\ r r

T>lv-o hwij li|-c ̂ ejJ Wcgjn thvy
A g a i n , a s J e s u s w a s t h e a g e n t a t t h e fi r s t c r e a t i o n s o w i t h t h e n e w r r e a t i o n i ^ H e

(l' is th_e-J3egLDninp of the^hurch by virtue of the resii.r^rection . The open tomb sig
n i fi e s h i s v i c t o r y o v e r d e a t h . . . h e h a s c o n q u e r e d e v e r y e n e m y . H i s i s t h e fi n a l
t r i u m p h m a k i n g p o s s i b l e t h e n e w c r e a t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l l y r e d e e m e d m e n a n d c o l l e c
t i v e l y t h e c h u r c h . B a r c l a y p u t s i t t h i s w a y : " H e i s t h e l i v i n r L o r d : H p i « ; t h o
s o u r c e _ a n _ d o r i g i n o f t h e c h u r c h ; H e i s t h n m n g t n n t H - i T - P r t g - r A f • a j i d
H e i s t h e L o r d o f a l l b y v i r t u e o f H i s v i c t o r y o v e r d e a t h . '

T P. C h r i s t a n d R e c o n c i l i a t i o n . " A n d t h r o u g h h i m t j i r e c o n c i l e 1 . 0 h i m s e l f a l l t h i g g
w h e t h e r a n e a r t h o r i n h e a v e n , m a k i n g p e a c e b y t h e b l o o d o . f _ h i s c r o s s . ' T h e b a c T -
drop is the cosniic Christ, supreme, sovereign, siif f i r i en t . . . i n the Codhead, in the
c r e a t e d u n i v e r s e , i n t h e C h u r c h . T h e fi n a l w o r d i s t h e g r a n d p u r p o s e o f C h r i s t ' s
coming: |Reconciliat^on.^ Cod was the wrnngpii jiaxty in this estrangement caused by
h u m a n s i n a n d r e s u l t i n g u n i v e r s a l d i s c o r d . Y e t H e t o o k t h e i n i t i a t i v e i n t h e
w h o l e p r o c e s s o f s a l v a t i o n a n d r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . T h i s w a s g r a c e . t h i s w a s l o v e , t h i
w a s t r u e f a t h e r h o o x l . I n c i d e n t a l l y w e s h o u l d n o t e t h a t i n h u m a n a f f a i r s w e w h o
would be like Co^ust take similar initiative even though we arc the wronged party
i n o r d e r t o a c h i e v e r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . C e r t a i n l y C o d d i d .

I n t h e b e g i n n i n g C o d fi r s t c r e a t e d a h a r m o n i o u s u n i v e r s e a d d t h e n m a d e m a n . I n
Christ the ojrder_is reversed: God first v.\uredeemedjl^'^ a new creation and
this is followed by the restoration of the disordered universe to harmonius union



(

( 9
w i t h G o d . T h i s p e a c e w a s m a d e b y t h e b l o o d o f t h e c r o s s , s u p r e m e p r o o f t h a t t h e r e
i s n o l e n g t h t o w h i c h G o d ' s l o v e w i l l r e f u s e t o g o i n o r d e r t o w i n m e n ' s h e a r t s .
" H e t h a t s n a r e d n o t H i s o w n S o n , b u t d e l i v e r e d H i m u p f o r u s a l l , h o w s h a l l H e n o t
w i t h H i m a l s o f r e e l y g i v e u s a l l t h i n g s ? " ( R o t h . 8 : 3 2 ) A l l t h i n g s i n R o m . 8 : 3 2 a n d '
a l l t h i n g _ s h e r e . . . i n f a c t t h e e x p r e s s i o n a l l t h i n g s _ ^ t i m e s i n _ 6 v e r s e s ! H e i s
h p f o r o n l l t h i n p s . a l l t h i n g s a r e c r e a t e d i n h i m , a I I - t h i n g s h o l d t o g e t h e r i n h i m
a n d t h r o u g h h i m G o d r e c o n c i l e s t o h i m s e l f a l l t h i n g s ? . . . m a n , n a t u r e , t h e u n i v e r s e !
J f h a t e v e r o u r e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e c r o s s , t h e f a c t r e m a i n s t h a t a t t h e h e a r t i s t h e
cross as God's way of brirfting reconciliation to men, ^and thRX to the universe.

C o n c l u s i o n : W e w o u l d m i s s t h e fi n a l p o i n t o r p u r n o s e i n G o d ' s w m x w w s s p l a n i f w e
~skipped \rerses 21*'.'''^ "And you, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing
e v i l d e e d s , h e h a s n o w r e c o n c i l e d i n h i s b o d y o f fl e s h b y h i s d e a t h , i n o r d e r t o
present you holy and blameless and i r repro^hable before h im." God could not
r e s t u n t i l h e r e s t o r e d m a n t o t h e p l a c e H e h a d i n t e n d e d . N o C o l o s s i a n o f y e s t e r d a y
o r C h r i s t i a n o f t o d a y c o u l d r e a s o n t h a t o n c e s a v e d b y t h e b l o o d o f t h e c r o s s w e
a r e f r e e t o c o n t i n u e d o i n g e v i 1 d e e d s ■ G o d w h o i n C h r i s t h a s a c t e d i n s u c h
drastic fashion to bring reconciliation looks for a product l^g^ly. and bj.and
i r. r - e .pno .aQh .a^bXe . The res t o f t he l e t t e r i s d i r ec ted towards " keep ing h i s reade rs^ and S-Fe ad-fa s_t" in their understanding of the Gospel and t o_ _b u j J^d _ tjh e m ujp
s o a s t ^ o b e h o . l v a n d b j ^ a m , e j _ e ^ ^ a n d b e f o r e C h r i s t . Y e t s p r i n k l e d
through al l these teachings are constant reminders of the supremacy and smfficienc;
o f C h r i s t o f w h o m H e h a s s p 4 b e n i n t h i s g r e a t p a r a g r a p h .

2:3 "Tn fHIM] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and kjimvJ^e^ff.e.
2 : 1 0 " T n H i m y o u h a v e c o m e t o f i i l n e ^ s _ p £ 1 i X e . ' l ~
3 : 3 " Y o u r l i f e _ i s h i d w i t h C h r i s t i n G o d . " _ ; £ j / ■ D ■> ^
3:11 "Clirjjjt^Jj^aJJ., and in al_l . "

T V . . . . . .

B c . W U c j . . T l . - U O r t U S - J
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T o w a r d s C h r i s t i a n M a t u r i t y

Te x t : " . . . e v e r y m a n m a t u r e i n C h r i s t . " ( C o l . I : 2 8 b )

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : C o l . 1 : 2 8 - 2 9 ; 3 : 1 - 1 7

P a u l t h e e v a n g e l i s t , t h e t h e o l o g i a n , a n d t h e p a s t o r a r e a l l e v i d e n t i n C o l . 1 : 2 8 .
"H im we p roc l a im , wa rn i ng eve ry man and t each ing eve ry man i n a l l w i sdom, t ha t we
m a y p r e s e n t e v e r y m a n m a t u r e i n C h r i s t . " " H v e r y m a n " o c u u r s t h r e e t i m e s a n d l e a v e s
none of us out. Our concern today is with the last of thesex^.the pastoral purpose
o f e v e r y t r u e s h e p h e r d o f t h e fl o c k i n P a u l ' s d a y a n d o u r s . . . J ' e v e r y m a n m a t u r e i n
C h r i s t ' . ' " M a t u r e " m e a n s p e r f e c t , fi n i s h e d , w a n t i n g n o t h i n g n e c e s s a r y t o c o m p l e t e
n e s s . O u r w o r d c o m e s f r o m t h e L a t i n f o r " r i p e " a n d h e n c e f u l l g r o w n , o r a d u 1 t .
Anticipating Christ's return, Paul does not want infant i 1 c . h a_l f - b a k e d , dwa^^^d
products, but fu 11 - grown. QjampjUeXe, maiuxe men and women in Christ to place in the
M a s t e r ' s h a n d s . H e e c h o e s t h e w o r d s o f J e s u s : " Y o u t h e r e f o r e m u s t b e p e r f e c t , a s
y o u r h e a v e n l y F a t h e r i s p e r f e c t . " ( M t . 5 : 4 8 ) H e w a n t s u s t o a t t a i n " t o p e r f e c t m a n -
h o o d , t o t h e m e a s u r e o f t h e s t a t u r e o f t h e f u l l n e s s o f C h r i s t . " ( P R h . 4 : 1 3 ) . T h e
"goTl is: K\rE~RY MAN MATURF IN CHPTST.

£ L . e v i f - x j / -■>
T n ^ C o l . a r e ^ t h r e e o v e r l a p p i n g a r e a s o f s p i r i t u a l m a t u r i t y c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o
w h a t w e r e g a r d a s m a t u r i t y i n o t h e r r e s p e c t s . A n o r m a l l y m a t u r e p e r s o n ( 1 ) h a s " h i s
f e e t o n t h e g r o u n d " s o f a r a d ' ^ l i f e p h i l o s p p h y a n d p u r p o s e , ( 2 ) h e h a s s e l f - c o n t r o l
o v e r h i m s e l f a n d h i s d a i l y r o u t i n e , a n d ( 3 ) h e i s a d j u s t e d s o c i a l l y w i t h o t h e r s
a b o u t h i m . S i m i l a r l y P a u l p i c t u r e s a m a t u r e C h r i s t i a n a s ( 1 ) S t a b l e i n D o c t r i n e ,
w i t h ( 2 ) H e a l t h y C h r i s t i a n P r a c t i c e s , a n d ( 3 ) W h o l e s o m e I n t e r p e r s o n a l R e l a t i o n s h i p s
S u r e l y m o r e c o u l d b e s a i d a b o u t C h r i s t i a n m a t u r i t y , b u t l e t u s l o o k a t h o w P a u l
h e r e w o u l d p r e s e n t e v e r y m a n m a t u r e i n C h r i s t .

T . S T A B L E I N D O C T P T N H . I f P a u l w a s d i s t u r b e d a b o u t fi c k l e d o c t r i n a l s t a n c e a m o n g
t h e n e w C h r i s t i a n s a t C o l o s s a e , h o w " u p i n a r m s " w o u l d h e b e a b o u t t h e w i s h y - y ^ s h y ,
s l o p p y . " a n v t h j j i p g o e s " s i t u a t i o n i n m u c h o f r d n a C h r i s t i a n t h i n k i n g t o d a y ? A f t e r
his sublxime Chr i s t o 1 o gi ca 1 statement in Chap. I'JJ'in view of the false teachings
i n C o l o s s a e , h e c h a l l e n g e s h i s r e a d e r s t o " c o n t i n u e i n t h e f a i t h , s t a b l e a n d s t e a d
f a s t , n o t s h i f t i n g f r o m t h e h o p e o f t h e g o s p e l w h i c h y o u h e a r d . ■ ( 1 : 2 3 ) W h e n I
t h i n k o f s o m e t h i n g s t a b l e , I t h i n k o f a g r e a t b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s f o u n d a t i o n o n s o l i d
r o c k , a n c h o r e d w i t h s t e e l a n d c o n c r e t e , i m m u n e t o e a r t h q u a k e o r f a l l i n g b o m b s . I
t h i n k o f " s t e a d f a s t " u ' h e n e v e r T s e e a K o r e a n u ' o m n n h ' i t h a b u n d l e o n h e r h e a d d e t e r -

m i d l y s t r i d i n g a c r o s s a b u s y s t r e e t , e y e s n e i t h e r t o r i g h t n o r l e f t , d i s d a i n i n g
s u c h i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l h a z a r d s a s e r r a t i c b i c y c l e s o r s p e e d i n g t n x i e s . W h e n I t h i n k
o f t h e t e r m " n o t s h i f t i n g " I t h i n k o f t h e k e e l o f a g r e a t s h i p . . . i n v i s i b 1 e b e n e a t h
t h e w a v e s , y e t n e v e r t h e l e s s p r e v e n t i n g t h e s h i p f r o m c a p s i z i n g m i d w i n d a n d w a v e ,
a n d i n s u r i n g t h a t s h e r e s p o n d s t o t h e r u d d e r t o g u i d e t o t h e d i s t a n t p o r t . T h i s
i s w h a t P a u l u r g e s w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e C h r i s t i a n a n d h i s d o c t r i n e : " c o n t i n u e i n
t h e f a i t h , s t a b l e s t e a d f a s t , n o t s h i f t i n g f r o m t h e h o p e o - F t h e g o s p e l w h i c h y o u
h e a r d .

C h a p . 2 a b o u n d s i n c a l l s t o s t a b i l i t y i n t h e o l o g i c a l t h i n k i n g . 2 : 2 s p e a k s o f ' t h j e
r i c h e s o f a s s u r e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d t h e k n o w l e d g e o f ^ o d ' s m y s t e r y . ' ' 2 : 4 " T h a t n o
e ' R e - w a y - d e l H d e - y e u - w i ^ h - b e g H i l i H g - s p e e c h . " 2 : 6 " L i v e i n f C h r i s t ] , r o f t t e d a n d b u i l t
u p i n h i m a n d e s t a b l i s h e d i n y o u r f a i t h . " H e r e i s l a n g u a g e f r o m t h e p l a n t w o r l d . .
I . . r o o t e d d e e p l y i n r i c h s o i l ; f r o m a r c h i t e c t u r e . . . c o n s t r u c t e d l i k e a w e l l d e s i g n
e d b u i l d i n g ; f r o m t h e m i 1 i t a r y. . . f i r m a n d w e l l r a n k e d l i k e a R o m a n p h a l a n x o f
d i s c i p l i n e d s o l d i e r s . P a u l i s s a y i n g , " D o n ' t l e t a n y b o d y r o b y o u o f t h e r i c h
t r e a s u r e s y o u h a v e i n C h r i s t J e s u s , o r k i d n a p y o u a s a s l a v e t r a d e r a b d u c t s s o m e
n a k e d s a v a g e , o r l j i x £ y o u i n t o t r o u b l e l i k e a c o u n t r y s i m p l e t o n t r i c k e d b y t h e c i t y
s l i c k e r . 2 : 8 " S e e t o i t t h a t n o o n e m a k e s a p r e y o f y o u b y p h i l o s o p h y a n d e m p t y
d e c e i t . "

P a u l ' s a d m o n i t i o n r e fl e c t s p r o b l e m s a t C o l o s s a e , T o t h o s e t h o t a u g h t t h a t m o r e w a s
n e e d e d t h a n t h e s i m p l e G o s p e l , h e s a y s ( 2 : 6 ) : A 5 y o u r e c e i v e d C h r i s t J e s u s , t h e
L o r d , s o l i v e i n h i m . " L e t g o o f a l l t h a t w e n t b e f o r e , a n d e n j o y y o u r n e w l i f e l
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To t h o s e w h o i n s i s t e d t h a t s p e c i a l k n o w l e d g e , s e c r e t p h i l o s o p h y, o r e c s t a t i c e x p e r
ience was necessary, he says in 2:10: " In [Christ ] you have come to ful lness of
l i fe in h im, who i s the head o f a l l ru le and au thor i t y. " Wi th Chr is t you have
attaj_ned Fo a knowl edge of the mysteries of Cod' s salvation; He is s-ii£f ici ent to
l e a d i n t o a l l t r u t h . To t h o s e w h o e m p h a s i z e d c i r c u m c i s i o n a n d o t h e r r i t e s , P a u l
says (2:12) "You were bur ied wi th him in bapt ism and raised wi th him in fa i th. . .
you we re dead i n t r espasses and t he unc i r cumc i s i on o f you r fles fe , bu t Cod made you
" a l i v e t o g e t h e r w i t h h i m , h a v i n g f o r g i v e n u s a l l o u r t r e s p a s s e s , c a n c e l e d t h e b o n d
w h i c h s t o o d a g a i n s t u s w i t h i t s l e g a l d e m a n d s ; t h i s h e s e t a s i d e , n a i l i n g i t t o t h e
cross." Let's admit that oi^ Baptist friends win a point here...your sins are im-
m'e'rsTd heneath the water ,^,^.iTKe a corpse in the gra ve. . . but you rise with new life.
So ^ fHTr as your s ins a re concerned th ree g rea t ve rbs te l l us wha t has hapnened to
them: f o rg i ven , c a n c e 1 e_d . na i 1 ed t o t he c ross . W i t h t h i s t r emendous f ac t as t he
b e d r o c k f o u n d a t i o n o f o u r d o c t r i n e , w h y y i e l d t o a l l s o r t s o f w i l d t h e o r i e s a n d
t h e s e d u x t i o n s o f f a l s e t e a c h e r s ?

O u r d a y n e e d s t h e s e w o r d s . I s u b m i t t h a t C h r i s t i a n s t o d a y h a v e t h e i r s t a b i l i t y o f
d o c t r i n e t h r e a t e n e d i n t h r e e w a y s o u t s i d e o f o u t r i g h t h e r e t i c a l m o v e m e n t s . D n e i s
to over - empha s i 2 e one facfj of our faith to the neglect of others, such as some
aspec^t of^our Lord * s return, or the severe judgement of Cod at the expense of his
s a c r i fi c i a l l o v e , o r t h e h u m a n i t y o f C h r i s t t o t h e e x c l u s i o n o f M i s d e i t l a : . A n o t h e r
i s t o s o b r o a d e n o u r d o c t r i n a l i n c l u s i v s i s m a s t o a l l o w a l m o s t a n y t h i n g o n e d e s i r e
t o b e b e 1 i e v e d . . . l i t ' n o t a h 1 e f a c t o r i n t h e c o n f e s s i o n b e f o r e o u r c h u r c h t o d a y w h e r e
s u c h s t a t e m e n t s a s t h o s e o n t h e b i r t h o f C h r i s t a l l o w f o r e i t h e r a c c e n t a n c e o r
d e n i a l o f t h e v i r g i n b i r t h . T h e t h i r d w a y i n w h i c h s t a b l i t y i s t h r e a t e n e d i s " f a d -
i s m " . . . t h e s u b s t i t U C i o n o f s o m e c u r r e n t f a d f o r t r u e d o c t r i n e t o d a y , w i t h s o m e o t h e r
t o m o r r o w . . . s u c h a s c i v i 1 r i g h t s , w o m e n * s l i b , c h u r c h u n ^ t t i o n . p e a c e m o v e m e n t s , a n d
a l l o t h e r s w h i c h m a y h a v e s o m e p a r t i n C h r i s t i a n t h o u g h t t o b e s u r e , b u t c a n n e v e r
b e s u b s t i t u t e d f o r t h e s o l i d c o r e o f t h e f a i t h i t s e l f . " C o n t i n u e i n t h e f a i t h ,
s t a b l e a n d s t e a d f a s t , n o t s h i f t i n g f r o m t h e h o p e o f t h e g o s p e l w h i c h y o u h e a r d . "' yv^avj rA a-4 JVC ' « C Ari'i t" - Sra-^lc ;

I I . H E A LT H Y C M P I S T TA N P R A C T I C E S . A m a t u r e p e r s o n h a s a c h i e v e d a b a l a n c e i n h i s
p e r s o n a l h a b i t s s o a s t o l e a d a h e a l t h y , n o r m a l l i f e w i t h p r o p e r p r o p o r t i o n s a n d
i n g r e d i e n t s o f w o r k , r e s t . e x e r c i s e . r e c r e a t i o n . d i e t , p e r s o n a l h v g i e n e . . T 6 6 m i i c h c
of one, or the neglect of any, can upset the harmony an^^we^l 1-being of the nerson.
The last part of "co 1 . 2 brings up matters affecting the']" practices of
t h e C o _ l o s s i a n s . T h e s e h a d t o d o w i t h c i r c u m c i s i o n . o b s e r v a n c e o f c e r t a i n f a s t d a v s
f e a s t d a y s o r s a b b a _ t h s , w i t h r e g u l a t i o n s a b o u t w h a t w a s fi t t j ^ ^ e a t a n d s o f o r t h .
In ^ense these were doctrinal matters, but Paul insists that the problem was es
s e n t i a l l y t h a t s o m e C o l o s s i a n s m a d e t h e m m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a t J e s u s C h r i s t . N o . ' ,
h e s a y s , " t h e s u b s t a n c e b e l o n g s t o C h r i s t . " W i t h C h r i s t y o u d i e d t o a l l t h i s ,
" w h y d o y o u l i v e a s i f y o u s t i l l b e l o n g e d t o t h e w o r l d ? W h y d o y o u s u b m i t y g w i t o
^ 6 f"1^ t i o n s ?(2:20)

P a u l w a s c o m b a t t i n g t h e s u h s t i t u t i o n o f a n y h u m a n p r a c t i c e f o r f a i t h i n C h r i s t f o r
s a l v a t i o n w h e t h e r i t b e J e w i s h c e r e m o n i a l l e g a l i s m o r n a n a n a s c e t i c i s m e l a b o r a t e d
u p o n b y g n o s t i c h e r e t i c a l t e a c h e r s . H e w a s n o t p r e a c h i n g " 1 i b e r t a r i a n i s m " w h e r e b y
a n y o n e c a n d o a s h e p l e a s e s o n t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t d a i l y p r a c t i c e s a n d h a b i t s m a k e
n o d i f f e r e n c e ! H e h a s t e n s o n i n t h e fi r s t p a r t o f c h a p . 3 t o s e t u s s t r a i g h t o n
t h i s s c o r e . U ' i t h o u t g o i n g i n t o d e t a i l e d c o n s i d e r a t i o n w h i c h w o u l d b e h e l p f u l f o r
o u r p r i v a t e s t u d y , n o t t r - t h r c e p r i n c i p l e s o f h e a l t h y C h r i s t i a n p r a c t i c e w h i c h P a u l
g i v e s i n t h e s e t h r e e p a r a g r a p h s .

1 . S e e k t h e t h i n g s t h a t a r e a b o v e . H e r e i s " P a i i J J ^ s p o w e r o f p o s i t i v e t h i n k i j _ g "
w h i c h N o r m a n V i n c e n t P e a l e c a n n e v e r i m p r o v e u p o n . C h r i s t i s a b o v e , s o s e t y o u r
m i n d o n H i m , a n d n o t o n t h i n g s t h a t a r e o n e a r t h . A g o o d d o c t o r w o u l d a l w a y s
r a t e a n o n t i m i s i i c . b r i p h t . s m j J _ L n - g o u t l o o k a s a n i m p o r t a n t i n g r e d i e n t f o r g o o d
h e a l t h . W e l l , s n r r i t u a l h e a l t h , a n d r h p a p t i d o t e f o r m u c h o f t h e n o i s o n o u s t h i n k
i n g i n C o l o s s a e i s l o o k i n g u p w a r d t o C h r i s t , o t r r b o n e . t h e s o u r c e o f c r o n d n e s s . t l ^
f o u n t a i n o f p o w e r . " Y o u r l i f e i s h i d w i t h C h r i s t i n C o d . ' ' L i k e a c o m n a s s p o i n t i n g -
e v e r t o t h e n o r t h , o u r o r i e n t a t i o n i s t o K i m . P a u l ' s p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r s p i r i t u a l
health at the beginning of every day is: "Seek the thing5_tj iat _are above!
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2 . P u t t o d e a t l i w h a t i s e a r t h l y i n y o u . I f o u r o r i e n t a t i o n i s t o w a r d s w h a t i s a b o v e
k i l l w h a t I s b e l o w . , . e a r t h l y . P a r t h l y t h i n g s i n c u r t h e p u n i s h i n g * w r a t h o f C l o d ,
b u t t h i s i s b u r i e d n o w . Y e t o u r f r e e d o n s i n C h r i s t a r e n o t t o b e i n t e r p r e t e d a s
l i c e n s e t o c o n t i n u e t o w a l l o w i n t h e \ s ' o r l d ' s fi l t h . ' ' P u t t o d e a t h ; 1 . m T ^ o r a l i t y ,
i n > p u r 1 t y , p a s s i o n , e v i l d e s i r e , a n d c o v e t o u s n c s s , w h i c h I s i d o l a t r y . " P u t a w a y ' '
" a n ^ e r , w r a t h , m a l i c e , s l a n d e r , a n d f o t i l d t a l k . . , " " D o n o t l i e t o o n e a n o t h e r . "
Yo t i a r e a n e w c r e a t u r e , y o u h a v e a n e w n a t u r e ' w h i c h i s b e i n g r e n e w e d i n k n o w l e d g e
a f t e r t h e i m a ^ e o f i t s c r e a t o r . ' ' N o c o n d o n i n g o f e v i l , n o c o T n n r o m i s e w i t h t h e
w o r l d , n o 1 p ^ - H 4 ~ n e n c e i n h u m a n l e s t s i m p l y b e c a u s e i t i s " n a t u r a l , " n o s i t u a t i o n a l
e t h i c s , n o g l o r i fi c a t i o n o f d o i n ? ^ w h a t w e p l e a s e u n d e r t h e fi c t i o n t h a t t h i s i s
a l l r i g h t b e c a u s e i t i s " n o r m a l h u m a n i n s t i n c t ! " A l l t h i s i s w h a t w e a r e s u n n o s e d
t o h a v e g o t t e n r i d o f , a n d a n o \ \ ' C h r i s t i s a l l a n d i n a l l .

P u t o n t h e g a r m e n t s o f C o d ' s c h o s e n o n e s . E v e r y v e r s e h e r e i s a r i c h t d x t .
T h e s e a r e t h e v i r t u e s w h i c h s h o u l d b e t h e n a t u r a 1 c l o t h i n g o f t h e h e a l t h y C h r i s t i a n
I n s t e a d o f t h e v i c e s l i s t e d a b o v e , a r e " c o m p a s s i o n , k i n d n e s s , l o w l i n e s s , m e e k n e s s .
p a t i e n c e , f o r b e a r a n c e , f o r g i v e n e s s . " " A ^ o v e a l l n u t o n l o v e . " I n s t e a d o f S - t J i y g -
g l i n y w i t h m y s t e r i o u s k n o w l e d g e , k e e p i n g l e g a l p o i n t s o n s p e c i a l d a y s , f o o d l a w s ,
c i r c u m c i s i o n , e t c . , " l e t t h e p e a c e o f C h r i s t r u l e i n y o u r h e a r t s " " b e t h a n k f u l "
" L e t t h e w o r d o f C h r i s t d w e l l i n y o u r i c h l y , a s y o u t e a c h . . . a s y o u s i n g . " " D o
e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e n a m e o f C h r i s t . " H e r e i s t h e d i e t . t h e e x e r c i s e . t h e r e c r e a t i o n ,
t h e h a ^ o n v o f m i n d , t h e p e a c e w i t h C r e a t o r a n d H i s c r e a t u r e s , w h i c h b r i n g h e a l t h y
C h r i s t i a n 3 a i l y l i v i n g . . . t r u e m a t u r i t y . T h i s d o e s n o t s o l v e a l l t h e p r o b l e m s o r
r e m n v e t h e p a i n s . b u t i t i s C o d ' s p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r s e r e n i t y a n d p e a c e , f r u i t f u l -
n e s s a n d v i c t o r y .

I I I . W H O L E S O M E I N T E R P E R S O N A L R E L AT I O N S H I P S . T h e m o s t e a s i l y o b s e r v a b l e m a r k s o f
m a t u r i t y l i e h e r e . W i t h r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n s fi r m l y r o o t e d i n t h e g o o d n e s s a n d
g r e a t n e s s o f C o d , w i t h a s s u r a n c e o f s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h f a i t h i n H i s S o n o u r S a v i o u r ,
Jesus Ch r i s t , i . s_s . y - i _n i ! . . - iD hea 11 h . y -Ch j : . i _ s_ t i j i n p rac t i ces and i nne r v i r t ues . . . t he Ch r i s
t i a n n a fi u r a l l y e x h i b i t s w h o l e s o m e i n t e r p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s . I f s u c h s y m p t o m s
a r c n ^ c ^ t . v i s i b l e , t h e w h o l e f a b r i c o f m a t u r i t y i n d o c t r i n e a n d o f i n n e r C h r i s t i a n
v i r t u e i s c a l l e d i n t o q u e s t i o n . T h e A p o s t l e a p p l i e s h i s t e a c h i n g t o w i v e s , h u s
b a n d s , c h i l d r e n , f a t h e r s , s l a v e s , m a s t e r s , a n d o u t s i d e r s . I n o t h e r w o r d s : f a m i I v
r e l a t i o n s , l a b o r r e l a t i o n s , a n d s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s .

1 . P a u l ' f o r m u l a f o r a h a p p y f a m i l y i s s i m p l e . D e s p i t e a l l t h e t a l k o f t h e " g e n
e r a t i o n g a p " o r o f ' ' \ \ ' o m e n ' " s l i b " i t i s s t i l l b a s i c a n d u s u a l l y w o r k s , e s p e c i a l l y
i f C h r - i s t i s " a l l a n d i n a l l ' . ' a s a s s u m e d h e r e . T h e f o r m u I a : ( 1 ) I V i v e s . s u b j e c t t o
t h e i r h u s b a n d s x , ( 2 ) H u s b a n d s . l o v e a f o r w i v e s , ( 3 ) C h i I d r e n , o b e d i e n t t o p a r e n t s ,
( 4 ) F a t h e r s . n o n a g g i n g o f t h e c h i l d r e n . I n t e r e s t i n g l y , h e h a s n o a d m o n i t i o n f o r
mothers...m<^by Paul assumed that the mothers already knew far better than he ho\^;
t o l o v e t h e i r c h i l d r e n ! B u t t h e p r i n c i n 1 e o f m u t u a l s u b i e c t i o n i n l o v e , a n d o f
c o n s c i o u s e f f o r t t o m a k e t h e s y s t e m w o r k a b i d e s . A h a p p y h o m e w h e r e h a r m o n y a n d
T B a c e p r e v a i l , w h e r e f o o d i s o n t h e t a b l e , c l o t h i n g a n d w a r m t h a n d o t h e r c o m f o r t s
prov ided, does not jus t "happen" . . . i t takes some ef ( for t , some cooperat ion . some
m u t u a l y i e l d i n g . R e m e m b e r t h e v e r s e j u s t p r e c e d i n g : " A n d v ; h a t e v e r y o u d o , i n w o r d
o r d e e d , d o e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e n a m e o f t h e I . o r d J e s u s , g i v i n g t h a n k s t o C o d t h e
F a t h e r t h r o u g h h i m . ' '

2 . P a u l d i s c u s s e s l a b o r r e 1 n i - i n n c ; i n t e r m s o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o f s l a v e r y w i t h o u t
opnosing or condeming i t . He merely points both Chr is t i an s laves and Chr i s t i an
m a s t e r s t o C h r i s t . . . t h e s l a v e r e n d e r i n g s e r v i c e a s t o t h e L o r d , t h e m a s t e r t r e a t
i n g h i s s l a v e f a i r l y , r e m e m b e r i n g t h a t h e t o o h a s a M a s t e r i n h e a v e n . F a r d i f f e r
e n t f r o m m a s t e r - s l a v e r e l a t i o n s i n t h e 1 s t c e n t u r y ! O u r s o c i e t y k n o w s n o s l a v e r y ,
b u t w e w i l l a l w a y s h a v e e m p l o y e r a n d e m p 1 o y e e . W h a t b e t t e r r u l e o f l a b o r p r a c t i c e
f o r C h r i s t i a n s t h a n r i g h t h e r e . . . e m p l o y e r " t r e a t i n g h i s w o r k m e n j u . s 11 y a n d f a . i r _ l y ,
a n d e m p l o y e e r e n d e r i n g h a p j i ) ' ' , i n d u s t r i o u s . h o n e s t s e r v i c e . O f t e n w e a r e i n t h e
former capacity, and we can wel l heed the admonit ion to justness and fairness, th$
absence of which cause the most r^seivtn^ i l l -wi l l , and r e su 11 i n g ■
When we remember that we have a Master in heaven of whom we expect justice and
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fairness with love (even when our conduct is far from deserving such) maybe it
w i l l h e l p t o i m p r o v e o u r o w n " l a b o r r e l a t i o n s . "

Tn 4:5 we read: "Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders." Probably what
P a u l i s t h i n k i n g o f i s t h e a t t i t u d e o f C h r i s t i a n s t o w a r d s t h o s e o u t s i d e t h e c h u r c h
H e h i t s u s a l l i n t h e f a c e a n d w e s t a n d c o n d e m n e d . V i e a r e t h e a d v e r t i s e m e n t f o r
o r a g a i n s t C h r i s t t o a l l o u t s i d e r s . W i s e c o n d u c t m e a n s t a c t . c o u r t e s y , f r i e n d l i n -
n e s s , d i g n i t v . a n d m a n y o t h e r t h i n g s . P u t h e r e P a u l z e r o e s i n o n t w o a r e a s : ( 1 )
Making the most of the time...! think he means that the Christian shoud^' be con
sc ious o f t r ends and f . ee 11 ngs abou t h im , and use w ise l y t he oppo r tun i t i es t he Lo rd
g i v e s t o w i n f r i e n d s a n d i n fl u e n c e p e o p l e f o r H i m . A n d ( 2 ) L e t y o u r s p e e c h a l w a y s
b e g r a c i o u s , s e a s o n e d w i t h / s a l t , s o t h a t y o u m a y k n o w h o w y o u o u g h t t o a n s w e r e v e r
one . . ♦ that is an approach/ in words Fhat are wJjis_omc, wi 11v , and wise . The tjine
o f v o i c e , t h e h u m o r w i t h o u t s t i n g , t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t e r m s a c c e p t a b l
t o o u r h e a r e r s . . . a l 1 p l a y ; a n i m p o r t a n t n a r t i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e r a p p o r t s o n e c e s
s a r y , i n s o m e c a s e s f o r t h e v e r y s u r v i v a l o f t h e C h r i s t i a n a n d i n o t h e r s f o r t h e
s u c c e s s f u l e v a n p e l i z a t i o n p f t h e c o m m u n i t y .

C o n c l u s i o n : H e r e t h a n a r e P a u l ' s a n s w e r s t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f h o w t o p r e s e n t e v e r y
" m a n m a t u r e i n C h r i s t . S t a b i e i n d o c t r i n e , h e a l t h y i n C h r i s t i a n p r a c t i c e s , w h o l e
s o m e i n i n t e r p e r s o n a l r e a l t i o n s h i p s . " F o r t h i s T t o i l , " s a y s t h e A p o s t l e a s p a s
t o r a n d m i s j i o n a r y . W e m u s t s e t t h e s a m e r e s o l u t i o n f o r o u r s e l v e s : " s t r i v i n g ( t h a
i s , a g o n i z i n g ) w i t h a l l t h e e n e r g y w h i c h h e m i g h t y l y i n s p i r e s w i t h i n m e . "

/ . S - h i l c O a c . j v i y i c
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•3 Vv'KjidS'Ĵ c i»̂ iTcrper«<inal
- ^ 0 ' I r c I i i - s


