
A b o u t R e w a r d s ?

T e x t : R o m . 2 : 6 . C o d r e n d e r t o e v e r v m a n a c c o r d i n f ? t o h i s d e e d s . "

S c r i p t u r e : M t . 2 0 : 1 - 1 6 ; R o m . 2 : 4 - 1 1 .

T h e s t o r y g o e s t h a t i n o n e l i t t l e t o w n w h e r e t h e c h u r c h e s w e r e c r o w d e d o n a d i o i n -
i n g c o r n e r s w i t h i n e a s y h e a r i n g o f e a c h o t h e r ' s m u s i c , o n e ' ^ ^ u n d a y m o r n i n g t h e
M e t h o d i s t s w e r e s i n g i n g " W i l l t h e r e h e a n y s t a r s i n n y c r o w n ? " a n d t h e P a n t i s t s
p r o m p t l y r e p l i e d , " N o , n o t o n e ; N o , N o t o n e . " W h e r e u p o n t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n s s h o u t e d ,
" T h a t w i l l b e g l o r y f o r m e ! " P e r s o n a l l y , I ' m n o t e n t h u s i a s t i c a b o u t h a v i n g s t a r s
i n m y c r o v m , b u t t h e i d e a o f r e w a r d s h a s s e t m e t o t h i n k i n g , W h a t a b o u t r e w a r d s ?
' ^ h o u l d w e e x p e c t t h e m ? Ts i t r i g h t t o w o r k ^ o r r e w a r d s ? w h o d e s e r v e s t h e m ? W h a t
i s t h e n a t u r e o f t h e r e w a r d s ?

S o m e h o w i t d o e s n ' t s e e m q u i t e r i g h t t o w o r k i n a n t i c i p a t i o n o ^ a r e w a r d . W e f e e l
o u r l a b o r s s h o u l d b e f r o m a h i g h e r m o t i v a t i o n t h a n l o o k i n g f o r s o m e k i n d o f n a y -
m . e n t , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n t r y i n g t o d o t h e g o o d w o r k s t h a t C o d ' s Wo r d r e q u i r e s .
S h o u l d w e i u s t p r a y t h e o f t - o u o t e d p r a y e r I g n a t i u s l o v o l a ?

'^'Teach us, good T,ord, to serve '^hee as Thou deservest
T o g i v e a n d n o t t o c o u n t t h e c o s t :
To fi g h t a n d n o t t o h e e d t h e w o u n d s ;
T o t o i l a n d n o t t o a s k f o r r e s t ;
To l a b o u r a n d n o t a s k f o r a n y r e w a r d
P a v e t h a t o f k n o w i n g t h a t w e d o T h y w i l l . "

M a y b e o u r t h i n k i n g i s c o l o r e d b v P a j i 1 ' s e m p h a s i s u p o n s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h f a i t h a l o n eand not by works, overlooking m^ (pthe^of hrs^'sta-tements such as his satisfaction
with having fought the good fight an'd^inished the course and kept the faith so
that he could look forward to receiv ing the crown of r ighteousness which, he said,
" t h e l o r d , t h e r i g h t e o u s J u d g e , w i l l a w a r d t o m e o n t h a t d a v . "

C o n v e r s e l v, t h e r e a r e p r e a c h e r s w h o s e fi e r y l a n g u a g e a n d l i i x i d d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e
p u n i s h m e n t o f t h e w i c k e d h a v e d e n o u n c e d t h e e v i l s w h i c h m e r i t a l l k i n d s o f u n a t
t r a c t i v e r e w a r d s . I f e v i l d e e d s i n c u r C o d ' s p u n i s h m e n t , w o u l d n o t l o g i c d e m a n d
t h a t g o o d d e e d s d e s e r v e H i s r e w a r d s ? S o m e r e w a r d s , e i t h e r g o o d o r b a d , c o m e i n
this life but we must exercise care in attributing them to/e;y^t\oii/^gM''eou^ acts.
The Pible tells of individuals or whole nations punished by Cod l^r tliieiT^in
w i t h t e r r i b l e i l l n e s s , b u t J e s u s H i m s e l f w a r n e d H i s d i s c i p l e s i n t h e c a s e o f t h e
m a n b o r n b l i n d t h a t t h i s a f fl i c t i o n w a s n o t c a u s e d e i t h e r b y h i s o w n s i n o r t h a t
o f h i s p a r e n t s . P o m e m i g h t a r g u e t h a t t h e f r i f r h t e n i n g d i s e a s e b r i n g i n g t e r r o r
to the US and other lands and causing so much concern that parents are even upset
a t t h e i d e a o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n b e i n g e x p o s e d t o i t i n t h e s c h o o l s , i s G o d ' s s c o u r g e
upon a modern society which not only indulges in immoral behavior but compounds
t h e e v i l w h e n e v e n c e r t a i n C h r i s t i a n c i r c l e s c o n d o n e i t . Y e t w e m u s t r e m e m b e r
t h a t e v e n i n n o c e n t p e o p l e s u f f e r a l o p g w i t h t h e o b v i o u s l y d e s e r v i n g , a n d G o d h a s
n o t v e t g i v e n u s t h e d i v i n e r i g h t t o j t i d g e i n s u c h m a t t e r s . H o w e a s y t o a t t r i b u t e
p h v s i c a l o r m a t e r i a l m i s f o r t u n e t o o u r s i n s , a n d t o a s s u m e t h a t g o o d w o r k s n e c c e s -
s a r i l v ^ w i l l b e r e w a r d e d w i t h g o o d h e a l t h , r i c h e s , a n d h a p p i n e s s !

T o d a v l e t ' s l i m i t o u r t h i n k i n g t o t h e r e w a r d w e c a n e x p e c t i n e t e r n i t y w i t h R o m .
2 : 6 a s o u r t e x t : ' ' C n d w i l l r e n d e r t o e v e r y m a n a c c n r d i T i P t o h i s d e e d s . " T h i s i s
a q u o t a t i o n f r o m P s . 6 2 : 1 2 w h i c h r e a d s , " L o v i n g k i n d n e s s i s ' ^ h i n e , 0 L o r d . P o r T h o u
d o s t r e c o m p e n s e a m a n a c c o r d i n g t o h i s w o r k . " J e s u s q u o t e d t h e s a m e v e r s e i n f o r e
t e l l i n g o f H i s s e c o n d c o m i n g , " F o r t h e S o n o f M a n i s f f o i n g t o c o m e i n t h e g l o r v o f
H i s F a t h e r w i t h H i s a n g e l s : a n d w i l l t h e n r e c o m p e n s e e v e r v m a n a c c o r d i n g t o h i s
d e e d s . " f M t . 1 6 : 2 7 ) I f J e s u s a n d P a u l q u o t e d t h e s a m e v e r s e a f fi r m i n g t h a t C o d
w o u l d r e n d e r t o e v e r v m a n a c c o r d i n g t o h i s d e e d s , s u r e l y w e c a n n o t q u e s t i o n t h e
cnrrel at i on between rood Heeds and some kind pF rewarj^,

i .This part ia l ly answers our f^^s^rmest^^ ^ether^rewardsMost assuredly
t h e r e a r e ! T h e B i b l e s a y s s o f r o m b e g i n n i n g t o e n d . C o d p r o m i s e d A b r a h a m I G e n ,



1 S : 1 ) " Yo u r r e w a r d s h a l l b e v e r y e r e a f a n d t h i s w a s n o t o n l y i n t e r m s o f h e i r s
a n H d e s c e n d a n t s , o r o f fl o c k s a n d h e r d s , b u t l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o t h e c i t v w h i c h
h a s f o t i n d a t t o n s , w h o s e a r c h i t e c t a n d b u i l d e r i s C o d . f T ' e b . 11 : 1 0 ) J e s u s d e n o u n c e d
h y n o c r i t e s w h o w a n t e d r e c o t r n i t i o n o f t h e i r c h a r i t y , o r a d m i r a t i o n f o r t h e i r n r a v e r s

n u b l i c i t y f o r t h e i r p i o u ' ^ f a c t i T i p ; b y s a y i n j c r " t h e v h a v e t h e i r r e w a r d i n f u l l , "
w h e r e a s t h e t r u l y d e v o t e d a n d h u m b l e a n d c h a r i t a b l e w o u l d b e r e n a i d b v t h e ^ a t h e r
w h o s e e s i n s e c r e t . . . a n d t h e n w e n t o n t o t e l l u s t o l a y u n t z s a s u r e S — i l L - h e a v e n .
T h e p a r a b l e o f t h e t a l e n t s t e a c h e s r e w a r d f o r t h e o b e d i e n t a n d d i l i j ^ e n t . T h e
narab le o f the laborers whose pay was the same no mat te r how lon .^ thev worked ^
t e a c h e s t h a t t h e r e w a r d c a n n o t b e c a l c u l a t e d b y h u m a n s t a n d a r d s . F v e n w h e n e n d u r
i ng pe rsecu t i on ■ ' ^ o r r i gh teous behav io r wh i ch a t t he momen t seems to be any th ing
b u t a r e w a r d , w e a r e t o l d b y J e s u s , " B e g l a d i n t h a t d a y , a n d i o v , f o r
b e h o l d v o u r r e w a r d i s g r e a t i n h e a v e n . * ' ( L k : 2 3 ) ^ a u l c o u n s e l l e d C h r i s t i a n s l a v e s
to obey their masters 'knowing that~^^rom. the I.ord you wil l receive the reward of
the inheritance.'TCol. TiTT) John' s second letter tel Is us , "h'ntch yourselves,
t h a t y o u m i g h t n o t l o s e w h a t w e h a v e a c c o m p l i s h e d , b u t t h a t v o u m a v r e c e i v e a f u l l
r e w a r d . ' T I T J n . R ) B e v. 11 : 1 8 t e l l s o f t h e d a v o f i u d g e r " p n t o f t h e d e a d a s d A t h e
" t i m e t o n i v e t h e i r r e w a r d t o t h e s a i n t s a n d t o t h o s e w h o f e a r ' ^ h y n a m e , t h e —
small and the qreatT" "Are there rewards?" Ypp indeed, is the resounding answer.

B.This raises a second question. f*n what basis are reward^ granted?, or. V'ho receives
the rew^ards? ?TTne7PT?i^^'T*TrF' cTurr7^^^)rTTie""fmswe^^^^n^^u?*M^*^?fre verse in
R e v e ] a t i o n 1 u s t q u o t e d . . . t h e s a i n t s a r e r e w a r d e d a n d t h e s i n n e r s n u n i s h e d . h a z a r u f
is carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom, while the rich man i s in torment in
^ ^ a d e s . ' ^ b e w h o l e B i b l e h o l d s f o r t h t h i s t n t t h , a n d e v e n o u r h u m a n s e n s e o f i u s t i c e
d e m a n d s t h a t t h e g o o d , a n d t h e b a d r e c e i v e t h e i r i u s t d e s e r t s . O t h e r w i s e t h e r e
w o u l d h e n o p o i n t i n ^ g o o d d e e d s . Yo n e o f u s h e r e w o u l d a r g u e a g a i n s t t h i s Tw w r t ,

B u t t h i s i s n o t s o s i m p l e a s a p p e a r s o n t h e s u r f a c e , a n d h e r e e v e n s o m e f h r i s t i a n s
m a k e a b i g m i s t a k e . R e w a r d s a r e n o t m e r e l y a m a t t e r o f " n u i d n r o n u n " f o n e t h i n g
i n r e t u r n f o r a n o t h e r . ! T f t h a t w e r e t h e c a s e r e w a r d s c o u l d b e e a r n ^ . W e c o u l d
pe r fo rm a l l k i nds o f ac t s o f devo t i on t o Ood , we cou ld spend ou r t ime and money
in good works of chari ty, we could keen ourselves immaculately nure in thought,
w o r d , a n d d e e d a n d b e s u r e t h a t s o m e d a y t h e l o r d w o u l d w e l c o m e t i s T r T t o o u r e t e r n a l
h o m e w i t h o p e n a r m s a n d l a v i s h r e w a r d s . W e m i g h t e v e n d o m o r e t h a n n e c e s s a r v f o r
o u r n w m r e w a r d s a n d l a v u p m e r i t i n b e h a l f o f s o m e o f o u r l e s s p i o u s b r o t h e r s a n d
s i s t e r s . . . a s i n d e e d h a s b e e n t h e t e a c h i n g i n s o m e p a r t s o f t h e r h r i s t i a n w o r l d .
B u t p r o p h e t s a n d a p o s t l e s a r e c l e a r o n t h e p o i n t r h a t r e w a r d s a r e i n n o s e n s e e a r n
e d . T n t h e n a r a b l e o f t h e 1 a b o r e r s i n t h e v i n e y a r d w e r e s o m e w o r k e d a l l d a v a n d
s o m e w o r k e d o n l y a n h o u r a n d y e t a l l r e c e i v e d t h e s a m e w a g e , J e s u s c l e a r l v t a u g h t
t h a t s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n h u m a n l a b o r l a w s a r e i n v o l v e d . T h e c a l c u l a t i o n o f r e w a r d s
i s n o t b a s e d o n t h e l e n g t h a n d m a g n i t u d e o f t h e s e r v i c e i t s e l f l i k e a b o n u s . ^ o d
is the kind of householder who cares for the culture of men, rather than the pro
duction of granes. ^

Wave we contradicted ourselves in saying that the righteous are rewarded and the
wicked punished, but-^that the basis of recompense is not o^i^ merit earned by good
behavior? The answer lies in the great truth Paul so feiJiy/^mfphasized^'^hat we are
saved and—rawardefey Hod's grace through faith for good works. "For bv grace vou
have been saved t rough fa i th ; and tha t no t o f yourse lves , i t i s the g i f t o f Hnd:
n o t a s a r e s u l t o f w o r k s , t h a t n o o n e s h o u l d b o a s t . F o r w e a m W i s w o r V m a p s h i n ,
c r e a t e d i n C h r i s t J e s u s f o r g o o d w o r k s . w h i c h C o d p r e p a r e d b e f o r e h a n d t h a t w e s h o u l d
walk IP thpm. 'TF.ph. 2:8-^) . The~reward for thp * ;p ints does not come ^cause cvF
t h e i r g o o d w o r k s . R a t h e r g o o d w o r k s a r e t h e n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t o f t h e fi o r n - a g a i n
chi ld of God.. . the air he breathes, the ground he walks upon.

Motpour good deeds, but the grace of God, is the l i fe-giving root, whereas good
deeds are the f ru i t o f the v ine now ingra f ted in to the r igh teousness o f Chr is t .
A theologian of a by-gone day, w-p. Charles Fodge, put i t this way, "God wil l re-
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w a r d e v e r y o n e a c c o r d i n g t o , a l t h o u t ^ h n o t o n a c c o u n t o f h i s w o r k s . " T h a t i s a
h a r d s t a t e m e n t . I t ' s n o t o u r h u m a n w a y, b u t n o d ' s w a y a n d F H s t h o u e h t s a r e n o t
ou r t hough ts and H is ways a re no t ou r ways . VFe can on l v t hank " im tha t H i s wavs
a r e h i g h e r t h a n o u r w a y s a n d H i s t h o u g h t s h i g h e r t h a n o u r t h o u g h t s . l ^ T i y ? B e c a u s e e
l e f t t o o u r s e l v e s w e a r e s u c h m i s e r a b l e a n d w o r t h l e s s s i n n e r s t h e r e i s n o w a v w e
c o u l d e v e r d e s e r v e a n y k i n d o ^ r e w a r d t h r o u g h o u r o w n e f f o r t s . T t w a s n o t t h e
s n i r i t o f t h e e l d e r b r o t h e r w h o o b e d i e n t l y s t a v e d a t h o m e a n d v r o r k e d d i l i g e n t l y,
b u t t h a t o f t h e n f o fl i g a t e y o u n g e r b r o t h e r w h o c a m e t o h i m s e l f a n d n l e a d e d , " f n -
t h e r . T h a v e s i n n e d a g a i n s t h e a v e n a n d i n v o u r s i g h t : T n o l o n g e r w o r t h y t o
h e c a l l e d v o u r s o n . " w h i c h w a s r e w a r d e d w i t h t h e f e a s t a n d t h e f a t t e d c a l f .

c a n n o t n o w

A r i c h y o u n g r u l e r a s k e d J e s u s w h a t g o o d t h i n g h e s h o u l d d o t o o b t a i n e t e r n a l l i f e .
"Keep the commandments , " rep l ied the T.ord . h 'hen the young man sa id he had done
s o J e s u s t o l d h i m t o s e l l a l l h e h a d a n d g i v e t o t h e p o o r , t h e i m p l i c a t i o n i s
t h a t h a d h e d o n e s o h e w o u l d h a v e r e c e i v e d t h e d e s i r e d r e w a r d , t | ^ a t * s w h a t ^ e t e r
assumed so he asked what reward he and the other disciples would receive -^r hay^-^^
i n g l e f t a l l t o f o l l o w J e s u s . T h e M a s t e r k i n d l y a s s u r e d h i m t h a t »
added, "Many who are first will be last and the last first'^and went on to telly-^
thi^story of the laborers in the vineyard, again closing with the expression,^t/W"Thus the last shall he first and the first last'^ Thus Jesus told Peter thatf^^j!^
m o r e t h a n t h e a g r e e d u p o n w a g e r e c e i v e d h v t h e ^ i r s t l a b o r e r s , w a s t h e r e w a r d o f j > . A
those who threw themselves upon the mercy of the household who said, "Whatever i^V
right. T wil l cive vou." "The hirel ing sniri t in any man, or in anv age, wil l V"
get simply and only its hire; hut the trustful disnosition will always recede
'far more exceeding abundantly' abou^ its exne^tationjU .(Taylor J^5)

'?ewaT^ c^t^h. Rewards are for humble trusting labours who^i'ut of love for
C h r i s t a r e d o e r s a n d n o t m e r e h e a r e r s o f t h e w o r d , a s J a m e s n o i n r e d o u t . N o w t h e
l a s t Q u e s t i o n : " W h a t a r e t h e r e w a r d s ' ! " ' C e r t a i n l y n o t i n t e r m s o f a m o u n t s . o r
c u i a n t i t v . o r n d v a n T ? g e ^ ^ ^ ) ^ ^ 7 o w e r ^ ^ 7 r r n r e s t j g e . . . a l l o f w h i c h a r e h u m a n s t a n d a r d s
o f r e w a r d , a n d n o n e o f w h i c h w i l l n e e d e d i n o u r e r e r n a l h o m e . N o r w i l l t h e
s a i n t s h a v e a n v h a s i s f o r r n m n a r i n g r e w a r d s r e c e i v e d w i t h o n e a n o t h e r , f o r t h a t
in i tsel f would be aj^emish from which those in the presence of the
e x e m n t . T h e j o y o ^ e a c h i n d i v i d u a l w i l l b e p e r f e c t a n d f u l l , a l t h o u g h ^ a i f f e r i
according to their deeds in the f lesh . . , a ^ 5Utuation oar fi/ii^te mdnds
comprehend . Iks LocA^ci-i-j

L e t m e p o i n t o u t t h r e e r e w a r d s , a n d T k n o w y o u w i l l t h i n k o f o t h e r s . T h e y s h o u l d
5 j i u t us t o t he good wo rks f o r wh i ch God c rea ted us and f o r wh i ch FHs ^n i r i t empow
ers us, and byr which we demonstrate that we are new creatures in Chri st.

1 . T h f - r e w i l l h e t h e r e w a r c l o f t i c f a r t i o n t h n t i n t h i s l i f e w e h a v e n i e a s e d t h e
Magtpr by the qua l i ty and obedience o f our l i ves. We've a l l heard the s tory o f
t h e b u d d i n g y o u n g v i o l i n i s t w h o c o u n t e d a s h i s r e w a r d f o r m a g n i fi c e n t c o n c e r t
h a l l r e n d i t i o n n o t t h e a n n l a u s e o f t h e c r o w d , b u t t h e b e a m i n g a p p r o v a l o f h i s
t e a c h e r i p t h e g a l l e r y . . . " T t i s e n o u g h t o h a v e p l e a s e d t h e M a s t e r . " T h e r e w i l l
b e t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t w e h a v e P l e a s e d t h e ^ ^ a s t e r i n s e r v i n g o t h e r s . R e m e i n b e r
" i s w o r d s a b o u t t h e s e p a r a t i o n o f t h e s h e e n a n d t h e g o a t s , " T r u l y t s a y t o v o u .
i n a s m u c h a s y o u d i d i t t o o n e o f t h e s e b r o t h e r s o f M i n e , e v e n t h e l e a s t o f t h e m ,
v o n d i d i t u n t o " " m e r s o n r e m a a r k e d , " T h e r e w a r d o f a t h i n g w e l l d o n e , i s t o
have done i t ." The deed done in kindness, the loving thoTight. the hand "stretchd
out in symnathy^ahR^ comfort, healing or guidance, and most of all the word snofeen
%p bring to hungry hearts the love of a Savior with'^r^mise of eternal life...all not only bring their own reward in the doing, but^n eternal satisfaction that
w e h a v e p l e a s e d o u r L o r d . " W e l l d o n e , g o o d a n d f a i t h f u l s e r v a n t . "

? . T h e r e w i l l b e t h e c t o w p o ^ r i f r h t p o n Q n e * ; ' ; t h a t t a l k e d a b o u t . I n t h i s l i f e
w e a r e c o n s c i o u s o f o u r f a u l t s , f a i l u r e s . s h o r t c o m i n g s , i n a d e q u a c i e s , t h e I n r . o m -
p l e t e n e s s o f o u r d e v o t i o n a n d s e r v i c e t o t h e M a s t e r . " T h e r e i s n o n e r i g h t e o u s , n o
n o t o n e . " W i t h P a u l e a c h c a n s a y h e i s t h e c h i e f o f s i n n e r s . " T h e g o o d T w i s h .
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? do not do; but T pract ice the very ev i l that I do not w ish/ ' fPcm. 7 :19) But
theiij^ll be the reward of the crown of righteousness, when God perfects us inC h r i s t . Te s u s . E v e n n o w h e h a s c l o t h e d u s w i t h t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f C h r i s t s oe are acceptable those garments rather than the filthy rags of our sinful
n a t u r e . B u t s o m e d a y w e o u r s e l v e s w i l l b e c r o w n e d w i t h r i g h t e o u s n e s s , p e r f e c t ,
s i n l e s s , q u a l i fi e d t o s t a n d i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f C o d a s t h e s o n s o f l i g h t . A l l
t h e t h i n g s w h i c h a r e i n c o m p l e t e i n t h i s l i f e w i l l b e c o m p l e t e , a l l t h e n t i e s t i o n s
w e c a n n o t a n s w e r h e r e w i l l h e a n s w e r e d , a l l t h e t h i n g s w e w o u l d l i k e t o b e a n d
d o h e r e w i l l b e f u l fi l l e d t h e r e , a l l t h e f e l l o w s h i p w i t h G o d w e h a v e f a i l e d t o
e n j o y h e r e w i l l b e e n j o y e d t o t h e r e i n f u l l n e s s , ' * ' h e c r o u m o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s I

There will be tlie reward of the "iov of the Lord." ^ 'Tacg
m y S a v i o r ' ' w i l l i n fi n i t e l y s u r p a s s t l e j o v o - f a n v h u m a n f a m i ]

c e t o f a c e w i t h C h r i s t
m y S a v i o r ' ' w i l l i n fi n i t e l y s u r p a s s t h e i o v o - f a n v h u m a n f a m i l y r e u n i o n . T ' h e j o y s
o f t h i s l i f e a r e a l w a y s fl a w e d . s o m e t h i n g i s a l w a y s t o h e r e g r e t t e d , t h e r e i s
pain or st i ffer ing or unhanpiness somewhere in the backgrotmd. BTit the great re
w a r d s a i n t s m a y a n t i c i p a t e i s u n s p e a k a b l e j o v, n e p f e c t a n j u n d i l l u t e d , c e n t e r e d
in the Lord Himself. Feasting and the rej oi ci ng of a marriage^j^fnnrt are the
figures of speech the Bible uses to describe this great joy. fhe T^allelujahs and
anthems of praise reflect/Vhe jov of the sain"ts in glory recorded in Revelation
c e n t e r i n t h e L a m b o f G o d s u r r o u n d e d b y t h o s e w h o s e n a m e s a r e w r i t t e n i n H i s b o o k
o f l i f e . T h e r e i s a s t o r y , p o s s i b l y l e g e n d a r y , a b o u t ' T ' h o m a s A q n i n a s . " W o r s h i p p i n g
one day in the chapel in which he was accustomed to perform, his devotions, it is
said that the Saviour thus addressed him: 'Thomas, thou hast wpitten much and well
c o n c e r n i n g m e . W h a t r e w a r d s h a l l T g i v e t h e e f o r t h y w o r k ? ' W h e r e u p o n h e a n s w e r e d
'Nihi l nisi te. Domine.'. . . 'Nothing but thyself. 0 lord! ' And \ in very deed he is
h i m s e l f t h e b e s t o f a l l h i s g i f t s , " e i s h i m s e l f t h e ' e x c e e d i n g g r e a t r e w a r d '
o f a l l h i s peop i e . " (Tay lo r 119)

There is both a promise of reward and an exhortatinn| to good deeds
i n t h e w o r d s o f R e v . 1 4 : 1 2 - 1 3 w i t h w h i c h w e c o n c l u d e : " H e r e i s t h e p e r s e v e r a n c e
o f t h e s a i n t s w h o k e e n t h e c o m m a n d m e n t s o f G o d a n d t h e i r f a i t h i h J e s u s . . A n d I
heard a voice from heaven saving. 'Write. Blessed are the dead w^o die in the
L o r d f r o m n o w o n ! ' " Ye s / s a y s t h e G p l r i t , ^ ' t h a t t h e y m a v r e s - h f r o m t h e i r l a b o r ,
f o r t h e i r d e e d s f o l l o w w i t h t h e m . ^ " " G o d w i l l r e n d e r t o e v e r y m a n \ a c c o r d i n g
h i s d e e d s . " V V v e

«



G o d ' s P a t t e r n f o r G o o d

' ^ c r i o t i i r e : R o m . 8 : 2 6 - 3 2

Te:^: "We know that God causes all thirps to work topether -^or pood to those,
w h o l o v e G o d , t o t h o s e w h o a r e c a l l e d a c c o r d i r i p t o " i s r m r o o s e . " ^ o m . 8 : 2 ^

L o o k i r p l e f t i u s t a f t e r c r o s s i n p t h e w i d e b r i d p e f r o " ^ ' ^ u k - i i n w e s t w a r d i n t o
the Pa l -hoke j jonp indust r ia l complex is a cur ious s iph t . A la rpe br ick church
is near inp comple t ion but the wa i ls under the fi rs t s lab are not b r icked in .
Y o u c a n s e e w i t h i n t h e w h i t e w a l l s o f a n o l d e r c h u r c h f r o m w h i c h t h e r o o f
has been removed anAthat slab noured overhead, leavinp a nlace for worshin
w h i l e t h e n e w c h u r c h i s b u i l t o v e r a n d a r o u n d i t . w h e n w e c a m e t o C h o n i u ,
t h a t w a s a l l f a r m l a n d w i t h a s m a l l c o u n t r y v i l l a g e c h u r c h n a m e ^ i n - s a n p i n
t h e m i d d l e o f w h a t i s n o w t h e s i x - l a n e b o u l e v a r d t o w a r d t h e e x n r e s s w a y. A b o u t
3 0 y e a r s a p o a s T d r o v e a c r o s s t h e o l d h r i d a c s o m e w h a t t o t h e r i p h t o f t h e
nresent one I saw people tearing the roof o^f the Sinsanp church. Unon inquiry
T l e a r n e d t h a t a s a r e s u l t o f o n e o f t h e u n f o r t u n a t e c h u r c h s n l i t s , t h i s c o n
gregation was dividinp...hut amicably^ They had agreed to divide materials
f r o m t h e o l d b u i l d i n g , s e l l t h e l a n d t h e p r o c e e d s , a n d e a c h b u i l d
a n e w c h u r c h a t l e a s t 1 0 0 m e t e r s f r o m t h e o l d . W i t h i n a y e a r e a c h c o n g r e g a t i o n
w a s a s l a r g e a s t h e o r i g i n a l , a n d 3 d e c a d e s l a t e r e a c h h a s a v e r y l a r g e s a n c
t u a r y. W h a t t h e y d i d n o t k n o w, o f c o u r s e , w a s t h a t 1 5 y e a r s l a t e r t h a t g r e a t
w i d e s t r e e t w o u l d p a s s r i g h t o v e r t h e s i t e o f t h e o l d " ^ i n s a n p C h u r c h , d i v i d i n g
t h e n o w h e a v i l y p o p u l a t e d a r e a l i k e a g r e a t r i v e r . T a m s u r e t h e L o r d i s n o t
happy about church divisions, but He knew what upts not even on the citv planning
b o a r d s , t h a t s o m e d a v t w o c h u r c h e s w o u l d b e n e e d e M n t h a t a r e a , o n e t o t h e r i g h t
a n d o n e t o t h e l e f t o f t h e h i g h w a y . G o d k n e w t h e f u t u r e a n d h a d p l a n s t o o v e r
r i d e a d i s t r e s s i n g h u m a n q u a r r e l f o r a g r e a t e r g o o d i n H i s o w n t i m e .

t » o e s ^ ' * t t h i s i l l u s t r a t e o n e o f o u r m o s t f a m i l i a r t e x t s : " W e k n o w t h a t i n e v e r y
t h i n g G o d w o r k s f o r g o o d w i t h t h o s e w h o l o v e h i m . w h o a r e c a l l e d a c c o r d i n g t o
h i s n u r n o s e . " ^ ' ' h a t o r d i n a r y m e n c a ^ l g o o d o r h a d U i c k o r f o r t u n e , v ; e k n o w i sthe plan of God. There are no ^rr^ in that nlan^ nothing is left to chanc.e.
A s ^ t h e a r c h i t e c t c o n s t r u c t s a h u i l n i n g , p l a c i n g e a c h t ^ r i c k a n d p o u n d i n g e a c h n a i l
w i t h c a r e s o t h a t e a c h c o m p o n e n t , n o m a t t e r h o w o b s c u r e o r i n s i g n i fi c a n t , c o n t r i
b u t e s t o t h e u l t i m a t e b e a u t y a n d s t a b i l i t y a n d u t i 1 i t y o f t h e s t r u c t u r e , s o G o d
h a s a p l a n f o r e a c h o f u s a n d f o r H i ? w o r l d . T h a t p l a n s o m e t i m e s d e m a n d s c u t t i n g
t r e e s a n d e x c a v a t i n g e a r t h , i t u t i l i ^ n ^ s c a f f o l d i n g a n d - ^ o r m s f o r c o n c r e t e
w o r k w h i c h l a t e r a r e t o r n a w a v a n d d i s c a r d e d . . . m a t t e r s w h i c h m a y h u r t o r s e e m
u n r e a s o n a b l e a t t h e t i m e , b u t u l t i m a t e l y w o r k o u t f o r t h e t o t a l g o o d o f t h e fi n
i s h e d b u i l d i n g . T h e g r e a t e s t p g a c p o f m i p d a n d g p r p n i t v n f < g r > i r i t c o m e s t o t h e
C h r i s t i a n w h o g r 3 5 p s t h e f a c t o f G o d ' s m a s t e r - p l a n , a c c e n t ? i t i P _ f ^ i t h _ , a n d c a n
s a y v. ' i t h P a u l , " We k n o w t h a t G o d c a u s e s a l l t h i n g s t o w o r k t o g e t h e r f o r g o o d t o
t h o s e w h o l o v e G o d , t o t h o s e w h o a r e c a l l e d a c c o r d i n g t o H i s p u r p o s e . "

1 . W e k n o w . T h i s s w e e p i n g a s s e r t i o n i s b a s e d o n t h e c o n fi d e n c e o f P a u l w h o h a d
c r o s s e d s e a _ ^ , e n d u r e d a l l k i n d s o f h a r d s h i p s . k n o w n d i s a n p o i n t m e n t a n d d i s a s t e r
as wel l as success and t r iumph, and had - t -ected the re l i -a i i i 1 i ty of God's p lan^
a n d f o u n d t h a t i t w o r k s . T h i s w a s a l l a ^ p a r t o f h i s fi r m , " w e k n o w . ' " H i s p e r
sonal experience testified that God coutA he counted tmon, and he knew that this
f a c t w a s u n i v e r s a l l y — a n p l i c ^ l e . " T n e v e r y t h i n g , . G o d w o r k s f o r g o o d . "

u /e , KK i i Jvv
A S c o t t i s h p r e a c h e r t e l l s t h i s s t o r v : M W h e n T w a s i n S c o t l a n d , w e h a d i n
o u r c l a s s r o o m a l a r g e g l o b e o n w h i c h w a s p r i n t e d i n b r i g h t c o l o r s a m a p o f t h e
w o r l d . Vo w a n d t h e n T w o u l d s l o w l y s p i n t h e g l o b e r o u n d v : i t h t h e t i p s o f m y fi n
g e r s . O n i t T c o u l d s e e t h e n a m e s o f p l a c e s t h e n s t r a n g e t o m e . . . T n k y o - a n d Tc r -
o n t o . T p e l a n d a n d V e w Z e a l a n d . T w o n d e r e d a t t i m e s w h e t h e r t h e m a n - m a k e r c o u l d
b e r e l i e d u n o n f o r a c c u r a c y w i t h a l l t h o s e n a m e s . R l a c k d o t s a n d p a i n t e d a r e a s
r e p r e s e n t e d c i t i e s a n d c o u n t r i e s w h i c h f o r a l l T k n e w t n t h e c o n t r a r v m i g h t e s i s t
only in bis imagination. How could T know they were no+ mere '"Igments of his
f a n c y ?
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* * T ' 1 T t e l l y o u w h a t T d i d w i t h t h a t m a p m a k e r. t c h ^ ^ c k e d i m o n o n h i m w i t h i n t h e
r e t r i o n w h e r e T c o u l d n t i t h i m t o t h e p r o o f . T l o o k e d o n t h e ^ l o b e f o r a p l a c e
c a l l e d F d i n h u r p h , a n d T f o u n d i t . T l o o k e d f o r H l a s s o w a n d / A b e r d e e n , a n d t h e r e
t h e v w e r e ! T h u s t o m y o v m s a t i s f a c t i o n T e s t a b l i s h e d t h e f a c t t h a t t h e m a p - m a k e r
w a s c o r r e c t i n s o f a r a s T w a s t h e n a b l e t o v e r i h i s v r o r k . A f t e r w a r d T m a d e t h i s
d_^d i i c_ t - i on f r om the ev idence : ' T f t he man make r i s r i f ^h t i n a l l ma t t e r s wh i ch I
k n o w t o b e c o r r e c t w i t h i n t h e r a n g e o f m y n r e s e n t e x p e r i e n c e , s u r e l y T m a y i u s t l v
presume that he is right also with reference to spheres bevond mv nresent experi e n c e . ^ ^ e a n t i m e , T s h a l l t a k e h i s w o r d f o r i t , t r u s t h i m w h e r e T c a n n o t t r a c e
h i m , a n d s o m e d a y T s h a l l fi n d t h a t h e w a s a b s o l i i t e l v t r u e i n r e g a r d t o a l l t h e
p l a c e s o n h i s m a n . ' " ( A r t o f T i l p . 1 6 1

' T r u s t h i m w h e r e I c a n n o t t r a c e h i m . " T h a t d e s c r i b e s t h e m a t u r e f a i t h o f a p e r
s o n l i k e P a u l . t h e o l d e n w e g r o w , t h e l o n g e r o u r e x p e r i e n c e w i t h f o d , t h e f u l l e r
ou r g rasp o f how He has wo rked i n h i s to r v, t he deene r ou r know lege o f H i s Word
r e c o u n t i n g ^ o w h a s w o r k e d t h r o u g h t h e a g e s . . . t h e m o r e . g l i " i p s e s w e s e e o f H i s
over-riding pattern for good bevond what we now nerceive, and^^an sav with Paul,
" w e k n o w. " N o t j u s t J o h n ' s G o s p e l , h u t t h e w h o l e ^ i b l e . . . a n d i n d e e d t h e a n n a l s
o f t h e s a i n t s a n d o u r e x p e r i e n c e s . . . a r e w r i t t e n " t h a t v e m a v k n o w , " O u r w o r l d
alwavs needs peorJe who can sav vrith conviction, "We know!" God is reliable.

T v e n t s a r e n o t h a n h a z a r d o r m e a n i n g l e s . s . W h e t h e r w e / c a n s e e i t
o r not . C io^ is a t work . He made . the wor ld and He cont . ro ls i t , ion and
i n w e c u r i t v i n o u r s o c i e t v c o m e f r o m f a i l u r e t o r e c o g n i z e t h i s . F o m e o f v o u h a v e
heard about t he voung man working on his Model t Ford trying to make it run with
o u t s u c c e s s . A w e l l - d r e s s e d m a n s t e p p e d u n , w e n t o v e r t o t h e v o u n g m a n . a n d
s e n s i n g h i s d i f fi c u l t y t o l d h i m t o m a k e a c e r t a i n m i n o r a d j u s t m e n t i n t h e t i m i n g
of the motor. Reluctantlv the voung man did so^. "Now," said the man. "your car
will run." The si^rised voung man asked, "How -^s it that you know iust what to
do to make my car run? Who are you''" Ouietiv jthg other "'an replied, "I'm Henry
F o r d . T m a d e t h e c a r . T k n o w i t s w o r k i n g s . "

God the Creator also savs, "t made the world, T know its workings. Not onlv so
bu t T know the end f rom the beg inn ip (T and have a l ready de te rm ined the cou rse o f
e v e n t s . I t i s m v . w i 1 t o w o r k f o r " o o d t b t h o s e w h o l o v e m e , w h o a r e c a l l e d a c -
coi^ng to mv purposes^ A centTirv of tumultous events in China.. .wars, revolu
t i o n s , i m p o s i t i o n o f c o m m u n i s t p h i l o s o n h v . . . h a v e p e r p l e x e d t h e w o r l d a n d b a f fl e d
C h r i s t i a n s . G o u l d a n v g o d d c o m e o u t o f i t a l l ? V e t n o w w e b e g i n t o s e e t h a t
G o d h a s b e e n a t w o r k a l l a l o n g c r e a t i n g a s t r o n g a n d m o r e s e l f - r e l i a n t c h u r c h .

G e n e s i s t e l l s o f J o s e p h , m i s t r e a t e d b y i e a l o u s b r o t h e r s , s e r v i n g a s a s l a v e , i m
p r i s o n e d u n j u s t l y i n F g y p t . H i s f a i t h n e v e r w a v e r e d d u r i n g t h o s e d a r k v e a r s u n
t i l h e w a s a b l e t o r e v e a l h i m s e l - ^ t o h i s t r e m b l i n g b r o t h e r s w h o c a m e t o h i m a s
p r i m e m i n i s t e r o f a l l F g v p t . . . a n d r e a s s u r e t h e m w i t h t h e s e w o r d s , " A s f o r v o u ,
you mean t ev i l aga ins t me ; bu t God mean t i t f o r good ; . " T ' eon l f fwho can say "we
k n o w . " d o s o n o t o n l y b e c a u s e t h e v t r u s t G o d o n t h e b a s i s o f e y p e r i e n r e . b u t o n

-V" the basis of faith in Hij power and Idv^pp rnntrol—a faith which He alone gives

S^P^rggo^ Here is the hard par t o f the tex t , o f ten nuest i oned. a rgued. o rderiiTe?. It's easy to ouote this verse when a hannv result turns un
Iv after a seemiT^ly adverse set of events. Put what do we say in the midst of
s e n s e l e s s t r a g e d y , p r o l o n g e d s u f f e r i n g , e v e n K i n g d o m o f
God itself? Nhat about plane crashes, earthquak^s.^^f'aVines'^'j'^mil 1 ions suffering
t v r a n n y ? L o o k a t t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f o u r l i t t l e c o m m i m i t v o n t h i s h i l l . A b e l o v e d
p h y s i c i a n d i e d s u d d e n l y o n t h e r o a d o u t s i d e o u r h o m e . A c r o s s t h e s t r e e t a n e u r o
s u r g e o n w a s t a k e n i n a d a y o r s o b y a b r a i n t u m o r . T h e v o i m g e s t c h i l d o f a m i s
s i o n a r y c o u p l e n e v e r h a d a c h a n c e ^ r o m b i r t h a n d d i e d i n a f e w y e a r s . C a n c e r
s t r u c k t h e k n e e o f t h e e l d e s t s o n o f a n o t h e r c o u p l e . T h r e e s e t s o f m i s s i o n a r y
g r a n d p a r e n t s i n a s m a n y v e a r s h a v e h a d g r a n d c h i l d r e n w i t h b i r t h d e f e c t s a n d o n e
d i e d s h o r t l y a f t e r b i r t h . C a n w e s a y , " A l l t h i n g s w o r k t o g e t h e r f o r g o o d ? "
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T h e t e ' x t < ^ o e s n o t s a y t h a t a l l t h i n g s a r e g o d n o t s u r e t h e r e i s a n y w a r
r a n t t o s a y ' - T ^ r a i s e t h e To r H " f o r e v e r v t h i n g t l h a t h a n p e n s , b e c a u s e c l e s r l v s o m e
things are bad, or sad_, or tragic. there are htiesti ons we can never answer,there are solutions we will never see, but nodthas wavs of using all these things

them into larger patterns of good.A Tf we be 11^^ e God is almighty, we
t h e p o w e r t o o v e r - r u l e e v e n o u r w i c k e d n e s s f o r H i s p u r p o s e s . t f
a l l t h a t t r a n s p i r e s w i l l fi t i n t o a p e r f e c t p l a n . T f H e i s l o v i n g ,
p u r p o s e a s a F a t h e r f o r H i s c h i l d r e n .

a n d fi t t i n g
k n o w H e h a s
h e i s h o l y ,
H e h a s s o m e
3

u y y y i ago as we cam^̂ T êre to worship, T.avervn Talmage was singing what T
a s s u m e d w o u l d h e h e r s o l o , " H i s e v e i s o n t h ' e s p a r r o w ,
. . . a fi n e t e s t i m o n y f r o m h e r . S T i r n r i s i n g l y t h o u g h , o f

C l i m b e v e r y m o u n t a i n , s e a r c h h i g h a n d l o w .
F o l l o w e v e r y b y - w a y, e v e r y o a t h y o u k n o w.
C l i m b e v e r y m o u n t a i n , f o r d e v e r y s t r e a m
F o l l o w e v e r v r a i n b o w t i l l y o u fi n d y o u r d r e a m !
A d r e a m t h a t w i l l n e e d a l l t h e l o v e v o u c a n g i v e ,
P v e r y d a v o f v o u r l i f e , f o r a s l o n g a s v o u l i v e
C l i m b e v e r y m o u n t a i n , f n r d e v o - r v
F o l l o w e v e r v r a i n b o w t i l l v o u fi n d v o u r d r e a m ^ !

a n d T k n o w H e w a t c h e s m e '
a l l p e o p l e , s h e s a n g ,

A s a
s o l o

l e c h
pi I «jrvirf1.;5Cje

fi g u r e o f s p e e c h t o d e s c r i b e n i n r s p i r i t u a l . - v i t w a s a n a p n r o n r i a t e
b u t c o m i n g f r o m o n e c r i p p l e d y e a r s a g o i n b o t h l e g s b y p o l i o i t w a s

a s t o n i s h i n g . H o w s h e w o u l d l o v e t o - l i s a f c a c 1 t h o s e m a i e s t i c m o u n t a i n s a r o u n d
h e r h o m e i n D e n v e r , o r c l a m b e r u p a n d d o v . - n t h e h i l l s a r o u n d C h o n i t i w i t h p a i n t s
and brushes, but because of her handicap^ '^uTTabl e even to reach the cable car to

0 $s o a r t o t h e h e i g h t s o f S o r a k F a n . F o r d e v e r v s t r e a m ? . . . w h e n d r a g g i n g h e r l e f t
f o o t o v e r t h e d o o r s i l l t o o k s \ i p e r h u m a n e f f o r t ? Ve t e v e r y w h e r e s h e b r o u g h t c h e e r
a n d l a u g h t e r s o t h a t o u r c o o k r e m a r k e d i n a w e , " K i - b o o n - n i C h o - t a " a n d c o u n t l e s s
p e o p l e i n t h e m a r k e t a n d s t o r e s w e r e i n s n i r e d b y h e r c o u r a g e . H o v ; t h i s c o n d i t i o n
h a s b r o u g h t o u t i n D a v i d a n e v e r a t t e n t i v e d e v o t i o n . a n d n a t 1 e n c e a n d l Q i ' _ s ! A
tragedv, ves. . . and uotJhJj in:--gojDi i about i t i i i_L±^5jLf, but t remendous good in
demonstrating how Cod gave courage and f?Mth_and acceptance.. .making her a wit
n e s s t o H i s g o o d n e s s a n d p o w e r . T h a t ^ s l i o w T ' e w a n t s u s t o t r e a t l i f e ' s e v e n t s
. . . t h a t ' s h o w h e c a u s e s a l l t h i n g s t o w o r k t o g e t h e r f o r g o o d . " C l i m b e v e r y

m o u n t a i n , f o r d e v e r v s t r e a m ! "

T ' w o o t h e r r e m a r k s i n t h e c o n t e x t h e l p u s u n d e r s t a n d t h i s d i f fi c u l t a s s e r t i o n o f
fiaul. Tn verse 26 ^aul assures us that the Holv Snir i t helps us in our weaknesj^
and intercedes for us wi th s ighs too deep for words, . *^he other is th is, "Tf .
.God is for us, who is against us? !-!e who did not spare his own Son but gave him
u p f o r u s a l l , w i l l h e n o t a l s o g i v e u s a l l t h i n g s i n H i m ? " T e a r e n o t a l o n e
i n o u r s u f f e r i n g . G o ^ . j ) a r t i c i n a t e d o n t h e c r o s s i n t h e p e r s o n o f r H i s F n n • h e

r p a r t i c i p a t e s c o n s t a n t l y i n t h e p e r s o n o f H i s S p i r i t .

4 . To t h o s e w h o l o v e H i m , v ^ h o a r e c a l l e d a c c o r d i n g t n h i s p u r n o s e . ' / T f a m a n
loves God and t rus ts uoQ and accents a man t 'eo . i c and Knows and is con-
vinred that God is the al l wise and alT-lnyipp Father, then he can huTnhlv aggept
all that God sends to him.'^"Parclav 118). Ml our lives here in Chonju, \<e have
been blessed to have the medical attention of doctors we knew and respected 3T^in whose skills absolTite con-^idence. eel" that \tlf knew they wei^ffiV'
b e s t f r i e n d s o w n b e s t i n t e r e s t s a t h e a r t . T f t h e y p r e s c r i b e d m e d i
c ine that w^as b j_t ier to the taste, or surgerv that was nainfu l . or t reatments
t h a t w e r e u n p l e a s a n t . . . w e c o u l d a l w a v s t r u s t t h e i r w i s d o m a n d s k i l l . A n d s o i t
i s v / h e n l o t / e . G o d w h p ^ a i ^ o _ J o v e f - U S . . i i - M J u < ,

^More than that He'^^as called us for Hi s nurnose. Tn Hi^^an no life is usel ess1 o r w a s t e d . a n d a c c o r d i n g t o t h a t n l a n n r t o v o r t t n r c o n d i 11 o n i n a n y g i v e n l i f e i s
\ w i t h o u t i t s p t i r p o s e . T h a t p u r p o s e m a v n o t b e d e t e c t e d f o r v e a r s a f t e r a n e v e n t :

L

or it mav never be knowm to us at all. Yet like the infi^itessimal fraction of
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a b i l l ionth of a biJ. l ionth, evervthing hasi a nlace wi th in the i ic^-saw of d iv ine
fntent. ^'e may not see how, but essential'flv everv nart of that nlan is in some-
wav to make Jesus Christ knoA\Ti. to g1 nri fv i Hi m.. . so tliat as Paul nut it, all
t h i n g s a r e " f o r t h e " n r a i s e o f H i s v l o r v ^ " A F o w w e l l P h i l l i p s n a r a n h r a s e s t h i s
passage: "Moreover we Icnow that to those who love God who are ca l led accord ing^,
t o H i s n l a n , e v e r v t h i n e t h a t h a n n e n s fi t s i n t o a p a t t e r n f o r r o o d . G o d i n h i s , ,
f g r r e k n o w l e d c e , c h o s e t h e m t o b e a r t h o ■ ' ^ a r ' i l v l i k e n e s s o f H i s ' ^ o n , t h a t h e m i c : h t
b e t h e e l d e s t o f a f a m i l y o f m a n y b r o t h e r s . H e c h o s e t h e m l o n g a g o ; v i f h B n t h e
t i m e c a m e h e c a l l e d t h e m , h e m a d e t h e m r i g h t e o u s i n h i s s i g h t , a n d t h e n l i f t e d
t h e m t o t h e s n l e n d o r o f l i f e a s h i s o w n s o n s . "

P la .y God g ive each o f us the assurance o f *^au l when he wro te those words ! T t w i l l
ca r ry us th tVi t igh each dav and down everv na th . un everv mounta in and across
e v e r v s t r e a m . I t w i l l e n a b l e n s t o " t r u s t h i m w h e r e w e c a n n o t t r a c e h i m . "
f o r we know tha t i n eve ry th i ng God wo rks f o r good t o t hose who l ove h im , who
a r e c a l l e d a c c o r d i n g t o h i s n u r n o s e . " " F o r n o t h i n g w i l l h e a b l e t o s e p a r a t e
u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f G o d i n C h r i s t J e s u s o t i r L o r d ! "
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S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g : R o m a n s 8 : 3 1 - 3 9 t < Q w
Text: "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" Rom, 8:35aTjJ^l*7 TVl/ifiLM^

^nie'>\vct
l u r c n m e m b e r s h i p w eW h a t i s J e s u s d o i n g n o w ? W h e n e x a m i n i n g n e w C h r i s t i a n s ^ f o r c h u r c h ' m e m b e r s h ' i p

h a v e ' a s k e d t h i s q u e s t i o n h u n d r e d s o f t i m e s . T h e a n s w e r u s u a l l y a p r o m p t q u o t a t i o n

f r o m t h e A p o s t l e s C r e e d : " H e i s s i t t i n g a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f G o d t h e F a t h e r A l m i g h t y . "
— — — — J —

T h e c o r r e c t a n s w e r, o f c o u r s e , r r r i T i n g — 4 n a b o u t 2 0 s u c h s t a t e m e n t s i n t h e N e w
T e s t a m e n t . H e b . 1 : 3 t e l l s u s : " W h e n _ H e h a d m a d e p u r i fi c a t i o n o f s i n , H e s a t d o w n a t

t h e r i g h t J i a n d o f t h e m a i e s t y o j n h i o h . "

D o e s t h i s m e a n t h a t h a v i n g c o m p l e t e d H i s m i s s i o n o n e a r t h , d y i n g f o r o u r s i n s ,

r i s i n g f r o m t h e d e a d , a n d a s c e n d i n g i n t o h e a v e n o u r L o r d n o w r e s t s , e n j o y i n g f o r

eternity the praises of the heavenly hosts, basking in exaltation and honor conferred oA-livw.A

by His Father? 'Wl IT^He merely^&^^bdLtr and glory in the authority and power of fctts
the Almighty's universal empire unti l the day when He returns iudoe tj^ quick ^d
the,dead?" No indeed! "Sittino at the right hand of God" refers'Tto-Hls^exalted
status', but not to a static condltioh of inactivity,^Our Lord^s busy every moment on— W I a a /

our behal f , making His,presence and ^ower vand love fe l t throughout our wor ld. Paul 's
r h e t o r i c a l q u e s t i o n i n R o m . 8 : 3 5 , - w e a r I h g — e n d o f ' t h i s y i e a t c h a p r t e r , r e m i n d s u s t h a t

no th ing in heaven or on ear th , ' no cond i t ion or c rea ture , no l im i ts o f t ime or space,
c a n s e p a r a t e u s i n a n y w a y f r o m t h e o n - g o i n g c o n s t a n t l o v e o f C h r i s t , . , a l o v e w h i c h i s

a l w a y s i n a c t i o n . " W h o s h a l l s e p a r a t e , u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t ? " L e t u s c o n s i d e r
four ways in wh ich Chr is t i s ac t ive ly express ing tha t love, r igh t now, today, wh i le He
s i t s a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f G o d i n g l o r y .

I , H E 1 5 I N T E R C E D I N G F O R U S . C h r i s t ' s w o r k a s m e d i a t o r , b r i n g i n g r e c o n c i l i a t i o n

b e t w e e n u s a n d G o d , d i d n o t e n d w i t h H i s d e a t h o n t h e c r o s s f o r o u r s i n . H e c o n t i n u e s

t o b e o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , s p e a k i n g o n o u r b e h a l f t o H i s F a t h e r , V e r s e 3 ^ t e l l s u s ;

"Chr_i5t_ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was_raised, who ^ at the, ri^ht haiid,^f
G o d , w h Q _ a l 5 0 i n t e r c e d e s f o r u s . " W e A m e r i c a n s l i k e t h e d i r e c t a p p r o a c h , b u t i n m u c h

o f t h e v i n r l r l j n i i r t u n s K o r P i ^ w h r r r y i r h o v p r p m t m f r r t r r * ' " n n r l i " P r i i t i s c u s t o m a r y t o

a s k a t h i r d p e r s o n t o i n t e r c e d e . I f a h i g h s c h o o l g r a d u a t e w a n t s a j o b , h e a s k s

f r i e n d w h o k n o w s t h e h e a d o f a b u s i n e s s fi r m o r t h e p r i n c i p a l o f a s c h o o l t o p u t i n a

g o o d w o r d f o r h i m w i t h t h a t p e r s o n a t t h e t o p « . - o r e v o n - t o p r o p o s e i r m i T i a g o f o r
N o w J e s u s i s a l w a y s d o i n g t h i s f o r u s b e f o r e G o d . . . t h e b i g d i f f e r e n c e i s t h a t h e d o e s

t h i s n o t a t o u r b e h e s t , b u t b e c a u s e G o d h a s d e c r e e d t h a t H i s S o n r e p r e s e n t u s b e f o r e

H i s t h r o n e . C o u l d t h e r e b e a n y m o r e b e a u t i f u l e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e S a v i o u r ' s u n d y i n g

T. >A



a n d a c t i v e l o v e o n o u r b e h a l f ?

I John 2:1 te l ls us: " I f anvone s ins^ we have an Advocate wi th the Father i
Jesus Chr is t the r iqh teous t : " Th is means tha t when I s in» Jesus says to H is Fa ther :

" F a t h e r , J o e H o p p e r h a s s i n n e d a g a i n . H e y i e l d e d t o t e m p t a t i o n , l o s t h i s t e m p e r , s a i d

s o m e t h i n g m e a n . H e d o e s n o t d e s e r v e f o r g i v e n e s s , b u t . F a t h e r , f o r g i v e h i m f o r m y
sake... who am righteouŝ ^ ied̂ on the cross for him!" And the Father graciously
g r a n t s t h a t p n t i t i n n n p r - f o r c o u n t l e s s o t h e r s o f H i s c h i l d r e n , a s i t s a y s i n

8 : 3 3 " W h o w i l l b r i n o a c h a r o e a g a i n s t fl p r f ? " I t m e a n s t h a t w h e n w e f a c e o n e o f

l i f e ' s d e c i s i o n s o r p r o b l e m s ( b i g o r s m a l l ) , J e s u s i s a t w o r k a s k i n g H i s F a t h e r t o

s h o w H i s w i 1 K r e m o v e t h e - b l o c k a d e s , d e m o n s t r a t e H i s p o w e r , a n d b r i n g g r o w t h t o H i s

k j n a d p r n t h r o u g h H i s s e r v a n t s . I t m e a n s t h a t w h e n a y o u n g p e r s o n w o n d e r s w h a t c o u r s e
t o c h a r t t h r o u g h h i s l i f e , t h e S a v i o u r i s a t w o r k a s k i n g G o d t o m a k e k n o w n w h a t

d i r e c t i o n t o t a k e , a n d w h a t t h e n e x t s t e p s h o u l d b e .

C h r i s t i n t e r c e d i n g f o r u s d o e s n o t d i s c o u n t n e e d £ o r u s t o p r a y . , o u r s e l v e s .

I t does mean that when we offer our prayers in His name, even though poorly worded,
i n a d e a u a t e l v e x p r e s s e d , s o m e t i m e s s e l fi s h l y o r w r o n g l y m o t i v a t e d , ' J e s u s i s a t w o r k t o

t a k e t h e m a n d a m p l i f y o u r w h i s p e r s , a n d t o p l e a d m o r e e l o g u e n t l y a n d p e r s u a s i v e l y t h a n

w e e v e r c a n . T h e r e a r e t i m e s w h e n w e d o n o t p r a y a t a l l w h e n w e s h o u l d , o r e v e n

r e f u s e t o p r a y . . . b u t o u r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e b e f o r e G o d p r a y s f o r u s a n y w a y. A n d f o r t h o s e

whom God is calling to be His own, but who as yet refuse to obey and accept His Son as

Saviour, Christ is continually interceding [to so^^n heart^ and [cause them tcT yi'e lj|.
I s C h r i s t b u s y ? Ye s i n d e e d ! " W h o c a n s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t ? "

11. HE IS SENDINB HIS HOLY SPIRIT. Jesus not only Represents us at the r ight
h a n d o f G o d , H e i s a l s o w o r k i n g i n u s t h r o u g h H i s H o l y S p i r i t . A s H e n e a r e d t h e e n d

o f H i s e a r t h l y m i n i s t r y , J e s u s u n d e r s t o o d p e r f e c t l y h o w H i s d i s c i p l e s w o u l d m i s s H i s

p h y s i c a l p r e s e n c e a m o n g t h e m . T h e y h a d r e l i e d u p o n H i m t o t e a c h t h e m d a i l y. W h a t e v e r

p o w e r s t h e y h a d w e r e d e r i v e d f r o m H i m . W h a t w o u l d h a p p e n w h e n H e l e f t ? J e s u s t o o k
c a r e o f t h i s i n a c l e a r p r o m i s e t o H i s d i s c i p l e s i n J o h n 1 ^ : 2 6 , " B u t t h e H e l p e r , t b g .

Holv Spir i t , whom the Father wi l l ^end in Mv name. He wi l l_ teach vnu al l thing'^. and
b r - i n o t o y o u r r e m e m b r a n r p a l l t h a t I s a i d t o v o u . " N o t l o n g a f t e r J e s u s a s c e n d e d i n t o

heaven , t ha t p rom ise was f u l fi l l ed f o r t he ea r l y chu rch on t he day o f ^en tecos t , and
J e s u s h a s k e p t t h a t p r o m i s e e v e r s i n c e b y s e n d i n g t h e H o l y S p i r i t u p o n H i s o w n .

We could never count a l l the^funct ions of the Holy Spi r i t and somet imes there is

m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g a b o u t s o m e o f t h e m . B u t i n J o h n a n d 1 5 J e s u s m a d e i t c r y s t a l
c l e a r w h a t t h e c h i e f w o r k o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t i s ; " H e w i l l b e a r w i t n e s s o f M e , " s a i d

J e s u s . " M b u i i ] ] f £ 3 . a r - h y p i , a l l t h i n o s a n d b r i n g t o y p n r r p f ^ p p h ^ - ^ n c e a l l t h a t T
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said to voy." That is the chief work of the Spirit? to be our Qfeache!^ in the place of
J e s u s w h o h a d b e e n t h e Te a c h e r f o r H i s d i s c i p l e s . W e m a y fi n d h e l p f u l t e a c h e r s i n t h e

S u n d a y S c h o o l c l a s s r o o m ? i n B i b l e c o n f e r e n c e s ? i n g o o d b o o k s ? b u t n o n e c o m p a r e s t o t h e
r e a l Te a c h e r . . . t h e H o l y S p i r i t . I n f a c t a l l o t h e r t e a c h e r s m u s t b e t a u g h t b y H i m ! H e

teaches us the th ings of Chr ist? He "br ings to remenA»rance al l that Chr ist has ^aid i"
H e s h o w s h o w a l l S c r i p t u r e e x a l t s C h r i s t .

The Holy ̂ irit provides^companionship. He gives power, for the Christian life.
H e b e s t o w s g i f t s . H e p o u r s o u t i j n n ^ i ^ F a b l e a u x i l i a r y b l e s s i n g s . B u t a l l o f t h i s i s

tS^Wear wlltn^ss to Ch'rT^. He is the greatest of all teachers. The best example of
th is i s in B ib le read ing . How many o f you unders tand every th ing Scr ip tu re says? I 'm
s u r e 1 d o n ' t , e v e n t h o u g h I w e n t t o C h r i s t i a n s c h o o l s a n d s e m i n a r y a n d h a v e b e e n a

m i n i s t e r f o r m a n y y e a r s . Ye t w h e n e v e r I r e a d t h e B i b l e p r a y e r f u l l y a n d t h o u g h t f u l l y
the Spirit brings to my mind some new truth? some fresh understanding of an old truth?
some up- to-date appl icat ion to today 's needs. How? Wel l , wa Imuw Ifl t r t the Spi r i t o f
G o d w h o i n s p i r e d t h o s e w o r d s i n t h e fi r s t p l a c e n o w l ^ e a c h e s t h e m t o u s i n T h i s
means we can never finish our Bible reading and study, i How great the continuing love
of Christ! At the end of 3 years He did not hand His disciples their diplomas saying,

^ "Nnw? nn. nut and conver t the wor lc j . " He sa id , ' 'The t ie lv Spi r i t w i l l cont inue tn tparh
y£Ai-.and to give you power... He will even give you the words to say." "You shall
receive power., when the Holy Spirit has co/ne upon vou, apd vou shall bP my
e v e n t n t h e r e m o t e s t p a r t o f t h g . " " W h o s h a l l s e p a r a t e u q f r n m p - F
Chx-La, t?"

I I I . H E I S R i a - I N B H I S " C h r i s t a l s n t h e _ h e a d o f t h e c h u r c h . H e H i m s e l f
being the Savuur of the bodv."(Eph. 5:23) The ruler of the church is not the pastor,
or some moderator or bishop. All are under the lordship of Christ Jesus? the sole
f>ead of the church. If a local pastor can be busy with sermon preparation? leading in
worship? visiting his congregation, participating in community affairs? etc.? how busy
must Christ be as He governs not only this congregation, but thousands of churches and
millions of Christians of every nation? tribe? and tonoi^e? He is never restinq, never
a s l e e p ? n e v e r o n v a c a t i o n .

The Head of the church ,calIs out those who are His own, He gathers these
believers into the fellowships we call churches, He trains and matures their faith, He
selects those with special callings as Sunday School teachers, choir members? deacons?
elders? ministers, committpe rbfjirfnpn. missionaries. All the organizations of the
church are under His control. The great evangelistic campaigns are at His instigation.
World-wide movements of reform of the church, renewal of its spiritual life? efforts
to win the world for Himself through missionary actjvity...Hp directs them all. Men



m a y c r e a t e o r q a n i z a t i o n s » p l a n p r o g r a m s , w r i t e c r e e d s a n d c o n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d d o a l l

t h e m e c h a n i c a l w o r k o f c h u r c h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , b u t t h e u n s e e n H e a d o f t h e c h u r c h i s

v e r y m u c h i n c o m m a n d ! H e i s L o r d ! I t i s H i s c h u r c h ! I t i s H i s b o d y !

Ye t f a r m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n H i s r o l e o f a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f H i s v a s t d o m a i n i s t h e

f a c t t h a t t h e L o r d o f t h e C h u r c h i s a l s o I t s v e r y l i f e . I f t h e c h u r c h i s H i s b o d y a n d

H e i s h e r h e a d , t h e n t h e v e r y l i f e o f t h e c h u r c h d e r i v e s f r o m H i m , f o r n o b o d y c a n

s u r v i v e i f s e v e r e d f r o m t h e h e a d . B e c a u s e C h r i s t d i e d , f o r H i s c h u r c h a n d n o w l i v e s

f o r e v e r m o r e , t h e c h u r c h l i v e s t o o . . . e s p e c i a l l y w h e n w e r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e c h u r c h i s n o t

a building but people. For decades we thought the church of phinafhad disappeared
u n d e r h e r c o m m u n i s t g o v e r n m e n t , b u t r e c e n t l y w e h a v e d i s c o v e r e d t h a t s h e i s v e r y m u c h

a l i v e a n d o n e o f t h e f a s t e s t g r o w i n g c h u r c h e s i n t h e w o r l d . I n m y l i f e t i m e I h a v e

v i s i t e d m a n y l i t t l e w e a k s t r u g g l i n g n e w c h u r c h e s a n d d e s p a i r i n g l y w o n d e r e d i f t h e y

c o u l d s u r v i v e . O n e s u c h v i s i t w a s i n a d e e p m o u n t a i n v a l l e y i n K o r e a w h e n t h e

c o n g r e g a t i o n n u m b e r e d o n l y t h r e e o l d g r a n d m o t h e r s , a n d e v e n t h e y w e r e s p l i t i n t o t w o
f a c t i o n s ! C o u l d t h a t c h u r c h s u r v i v e ? Y e s i n d e e d ! T o d a y i t i s a t h r i v i n g

c o n g r e g a t i o n w i t h a n e a t l i t t l e b u i l d i n g a n d i t s o w n e v a n g e l i s t . S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o a

s m a r t l y d r e s s e d y o u n g m a n a p p r o a c h e d m e i n a b a n k a n d i n t r o d u c e d h i m s e l f . " M a n y y e a r s

a g o , y o u e x a m i n e d m e f o r c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p i n t h a t l i t t l e c h u r c h . " N o w h e i s a P h . D . ,
a u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r , a n d a d e a c o n i n a c i t y c h u r c h . N o t o n l y h a s t h a t c h u r c h

l i v e d , b u t c o n t i n u e d t o s e n d o u t u s e f u l C h r i s t i a n s i n t o t h e w o r l d . A n o t h e r v i s i b l e

p r o o f t h a t t h e r e a l c h u r c h i s v e r y m u c h a l i v e . . . a n d a l i v e b e c a u s e C h r i s t i s a l i v e .

T h e A p o s t l e J o h n h a d a v i s i o n o f t h e r i s e n C h r i s t s t a n d i n g a n d w a 1 k i n g i n t h e

m i d d l e o f t h e s e v e n g o l d e n l a m o s t a n d s ( s y m b o l i c o f t h e c h u r c h ) . . . a n d h o l d i n g i n H i s

r i gh t Hand t he ^eve i i _a i a r s ( aga in symbo l i c o f t he chu rch ) . . . p roo f t ha t He ca res f o r
a n d p r o t e c t s a n d n u r t u r e s H i s c h u r c h . J o h n w a s w r i t i n g t o a c h u r c h u n d e r

persecut ion.. .and the only other place where Christ is ment ioned as standing in heaven
i s w h e n S t e p t ^ n , d y i n g u n d e r a h a i l o f s t o n e s " s a w t h e g l o r y o f G o d , a n d J e s u s

s t a n d i n g a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f G o d . " C o u l d i t b e t h a t w h e n C h r i s t ' s c h u r c h o r H i s
s a i n t s a r e e s p e c i a l l y o n t r i a l a s d . i n t r o u b l e , t h e H e a d o f t h e c h u r c h n o l o n g e r s i t s

b u t s t a n d s , r i s i n g t o m e e t t h e p e r s e c u t i o n s a n d r e p r e s s i o n s , a n d t i _ m e s o f t r a v a i l ?

F o r t h i s i s t h e c h u r c h H e l o v e s . J u s t a s t h e b r i d e g r o o m l o v e s h i s . b r i d e , s o C h r i s t ;

l o v e s H i s c h u r c h , t h e c h u r c h f o r w h i c h H e s h e d H i s b l o o d . " U . » I ^ ^ w i t h y o u a l w a y s "

" U h o s h a l l s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t . "

IV. HE PREPARES A PLACE FOR US . Ch r i s t r ep resen t s us i n heaven , He wo rks w i t h i n

u s t h r o u g h H i s S p i r i t , H e g o v e r n s a n d s u s t a i n s H i s C h u r c h . A n d H e p r e p a r e s o u r f u t u r e

h o m e . A l l h i s t o r y m o v e s t o w a r d s t h e c I i m a x G o d h a s f o r e o r d a i n e d a n d f o r w h i c h C h r i s t

p r e p a r e s . H e w i l l c e r t a i n l y c o m e t o l u d g e t h e q u i c k a n d t h e d e a d , a n d e v e n n o w H e



prepares a place for us. To His disciples and to us He promised? "I go to prepare a
place for you? and if I go and prepare a place for you? 1 will come again? and, receive
ygu to [jyselj? that where I am there you may be also. "< John 1^:3)

What did Jesus mean? He certainly meant a place. . .t«^re? we do not know. Is He

construct ing a great hotel or housing complex? We cannot say? but we know i t wi l l far
e x c e e d o u r w i l d e s t d r e a m s . T h e O n e w h o s h e d H i s b l o o d t o r e d e e m u s w i l l s u r e l y n o t

p r e p a r e a s h a b b y h u t f o r u s [ w h o m ? H e s a i d ? " f o r y o u . ' . " W h o i s t h e y o u ? T h o s e
w h o a c c e p t H i m i n f a i t h a s S a y i o u r . H e s p o k e t o H i s d i s c i p l e s b u t H i s w o r d s w e r e f o r

a l l b e l i e v e r s . L e t a n y w h o h e a r t h e s e w o r d s a n d h a y e n o t a c c e p t e d H i m a s S a v i o r i n

fa i th know. . . these words a re po t fo r unbe l ieve rs? o r fo r those whose ances to r^ were
f a i t h f u l b e l i e v e r s b u t h a v e m a d e n o p e r s o n a l c o m m i t m e n t t h e m s e l v e s . L e t a n y

u n b e l i e v e r t h e n c o n s i d e r ; y o u t o o m a y c l a i m t h i s p r o m i s e ? a n d b e s u r e t o j o i n t h o s e

l o v e d o n e s w h o h a v e a l r e a d y g o n e a h e a d o f u s t o t h a t H e a v e n l y h o m e . We k n o w t o o t h a t

t h e g r e a t e s t b l e s s i n g o f t h a t h o m e w i l l n o t b e m a g n i fi c e n t d w e l l i n g s o r fi n e c l o t h i n g

o r s u m p t u o u s f e a s t s ? b u t t h e k n o w l e d g e t h a t w e w i l l b e w i t h H i m . . . " w h e r e 1 a m t h e r e

you may be ajso."

We may go on a j ou rney to some g rea t unknown c i t y and wonder as the p lane touches

d o w n . . . w h e r e w i l l I s l e e p t o n i g h t ? I h a v e n o f r i e n d s h e r e . I a m a f r a i d o f w h a t t h e

f u t u r e h o l d s f o r m e h e r e . B u t w h e n w e r e a c h o u r fi n a l h o m e ? t h e r e w i l l b e n o s u c h

fears. Our |iome'is prepared. A /east/is on the table. Best of all the Friend above
all friends is waiting to welcome us and to be our^pmpanion ,.forever. Some years ago
the mo the r o f ou r nea res t ne ighbor came to l i ve w i th he r daugh te r? the w i fe o f t he
h e a d o f a g r e a t m i s s i o n h o s p i t a l . S h e h a d b e e n a C h r i s t i a n a l l h e r l i f e ? w i d o w e d

tw ice when her husbands (bo th m in is te rs ) d ied? and ex t reme ly ac t i ve in Presby te r ian
church affairs. During her last days she was in the hospital until one morning her
son-in-law? Dr. Seel? called us to her bedside knowing the end was near. We found her

men ta l l y a le r t? ab le t o speak and appa ren t l y i n good sp i r i t s . . . bu t she knew the end
had come. 1 asked? "Mrs. Garber? you know the Bible better than we...where would you

l ike me to read?" "John 1^, o f course!" But before I could open my Bib le? th is great

lady who had spent a l i fe-t ime of loving service to her Lord began to guote in a loud
c l e a r v o i c e w i t h o u t a m i s t a k e t h e fi r s t s i x v e r s e s . . . d o w n t o t h e w o r d s " I a m t h e w a y

and the truth and the life? no man comethunt^ _the_ Father ? but, by Me." .. .a testimony
t o h e r s u r e k n o w l e d g e t h a t n o t h i n g c o u l d s e p a r a t e h e r f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t w h o s e

p r o m i s e s h e c l a i m e d a s s h e q u i e t l y s l i p p e d a w a y a f e w h o u r s l a t e r .

"Who can separate us from, the love of Christ?" He loved us long ago in giving
H i m s e l f f o r o u r s i n s o n t h e c r o s s . H e l o v e s u s t o _ d a _ y i n r e p r e s e n t i n q u s b e f o r e t h e

F a t h e r a n d p e n d i n g u s H i s H o l y S p i r i t a n d g o v e r n i n g H i s c h u r c h . H e l o v e s u s
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t h r o u g h o u t p r i i f u t u r e e t e r n i t y i n o u r h e a v e n l y h o r n © . . W h e n w e r e p e a t t h a t f a m i l i a r

p h r a s e i n t h e A p o s t l e s C r e e d " H e s i t s a t t h e r i g h t h a n d _ o f G o d A l m i g h t y " l e t u s
r e m e m b e r w h a t g r e a t t h i n g s H e i s d o i n g f o r u s t o d a y . " W h o c a n s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e

l o v e o f C h r i s t ? "

H y m n s :

Crown Him with many crown̂
B l e s s e d A s s u r a n c e Y V U .

/̂ ^̂ Î've Found a Friend, Oh such a Friend


