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R R T What About Rewards?
o

Igﬁlzltdm, 2:6. God Will render to every man according to his deeds."
Scripture: Mt. 20:1-16; Rom. 2:4-11.

The story goes that in one little town where the churches were crowded on adjoin-
ing corners within easy hearing of each other's music, one Sunday morning the
Methodists were singing '"Will there be any stars in my crown?" and the BRaptists
promptly replied, '"No, not one; No, Not one." Whereunon the Presbyterians shouted,
"That will be glory for me!'" Personally, T'm not enthusiastic about having stars
in my crown, but the idea of rewards has set me to thinking, What about rewards?
Should we expect them? Ts it right to work for rewards? Who deserves them? What

is the nature of the rewards?

Somehow it doesn't seem quite right to work in anticipation of a reward. We feel
our labors should be from a higher motivation than looking for some kind of pay-
ment, especially when trying to do the good works that God's Word requires.

Should we just pray the oft-quoted prayer of Ignatius loyola?

'"Teach us, good lord, to serve Thee as Thou deservest

To give and not to count the cost:

To fight and not to heed the wounds:

To toil and not to ask for rest:

To labour and not ask for any reward

Save that of knowing that we do Thy will."

Maybe our thinking is colored by Paul's emphasis upon salvation through faith alone
and not by works, overlooking mé§ othep of hisVstatements such as his satisfaction
with having fought the good fight and finished the course and kept the faith so
that he could look forward to receiving the crown of righteousness which, he said,
"the lord, the righteous Judee, will award to me on that davy."

Conversely, there are preachers whose fiery language and lurid descriptions of the
punishment of the wicked have denounced the evils which merit all kinds of unat-
tractive rewards. Tf evil deeds incur CGod's punishment, would not logic demand
that good deeds deserve His rewards? Some rewards, either good or bad, come in
this 1life but we must exercise care in atttributing them to,é?ji\%zjzjﬁﬁiggdg acts.
The Rible tells of individuals or whole nations punished by God for their sin

with terrible illness, but Jesus Himself warned His disciples in the case of the
man born blind that this affliction was not caused either by his own sin or that
of his parents. Some might argue that the frichtening disease bringine terror

to the US and other lands and causing so much concern that parents are even upset
at the idea of their children being exposed to it in the schools, is God's scourge
upon a modern society which not only indulges in immoral behavior but compounds
the evil when even certain Christian circles condone it. Yet we must remember
that even innocent people suffer along with the obviously deserving, and God has
not vet given us the divine right to judge in such mgtters. How easy to attribute
physical or material misfortune to our sins, and to assume that go%? works necees -
sari wi ew with ¢ h iches iness! vl Seom 7 s
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Today let's limit our thinking to the reward we can expect in eternitv with Rom.

2:6 as our text: "God will render to everv man accordinc to his deeds.'" This is
a quotation from Ps., 62:12 which reads, "Lovingkindness is Thine, O Lord, For Thou
dost recomnense a man accordine to his work." Jesus quoted the same verse in fore-

telling of His second coming, "For the Son of Man is ¢coing to come in the glory of
His Father with His anpels; and will then recomnense evervy man according to his
deeds."(Mt. 16:27) 1If Jesus and Paul quoted the same verse affirming that God
would render to every man according to his deeds, surely we cannot question the
correlation between good deeds and some kind of reward.

J.This partially answers our first guestion, Are there rewards? Most assuredly
there are! The Bible says so from beginning to end. God promised Abraham (Gen.
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15:1) "Your reward shall be very great'and this was not only in terms of heirs
and descendants, or of flocks and herds, but 1ookinq forward to the city which
has foundatlons, whose architect and buildér is God. (Heb. 11:10) Jesus denounced
hynocrites who wanted recognition of their charity, or admiration for their nravers
or publicity for their pious facting by saying ”tbev have their reward in full,"
whereas the truly devoted and humble and charrtable would be repaid by the T-‘ather
who sees in secret...and then went on to tell us to lay up treasures in heaven.
The parable of the talents teaches reward for the obedient and diligent. The
parable of the laborers whose pay was the same no matter how long they worked t
teaches that the reward cannot be calculated by human standards. Fven when endur-
ing persecution for righteous behavior which at the moment seems to be anvthing
but a reward, we are told by Jesus, "Be glad in that day, and leap fpr joy, for
behold your reward is great in heaven."(Lk 6:23) Paul counselled Christian slaves
to obey their masters 'knowing that from the Lord wou will receive the reward of
the inheritance.'"(Col. 3:24) John's second letter tells us, '"Watch vourselves,
that vou might not lose what we have accomnlished, huf that vyou mav receive a full
reward ”(TT Jn. 8) Rev. 11:18 tells of the dav of judecement of the dead aaerhe
""time to cive their reward to the saints and to those who fear Thy name, the
small and the oreat. "Are there rewards?'" VYes indeed, is the resound1ng answer.

JLThis raises a second question. On what basis are rewardt oranted? or, Who receives
the rewards? Tuperricially we cmm&ﬁe verse 1in
Pevelation just quoted...the saints are rewarded and the sinners punished. Lazaruy
is carted by the anoel: to Abraham's bosom, while the rich man is in torment in
Hades. The whole Bible holds forth this truth, and even our human sense of justice
demands that the good and the bad receive their just deserts. Otherwise there
would be no point in,good deeds. None of us here would arcue atainst this, peint.

pcv{»ov-dn& LCOA((,[I
Rut this is not so simple as appears on the surface, and here even some Christians
make a big mistake. Rewards are not meredy a matter of 'quid pro aquo' (one thing
in return for another.) Tf that were the case rewards could be earned. We could
perform all kinds of acts of devotion to God, we could spend our time and money
in good works of charity, we could keep ourselves immaculately pure in thought,
word, and ded and be sure that someday the lord would welcome us into our eternal
home with open arms and lavish rewards. We might even do more than necessary for
our own rewards and lay up merit in behalf of some of our less nious brothers and
sisters...as indeed has been the teachine in some parts of the Christian world.
Put pronhets and anastles are clear on the point that rewards are in no sense earn-
ed. Tn the parable of the laborers in the vinevard were some worked all day and
some worked only an hour and yet all received the same wage, Jesus clearly taught
that something more than human labor laws are involved. The calculation of rewards
is not based on the length and magnitude of the service itself like a bonus. God
is the kind of hou:eholder who cares for the culture of men, rather than the pro-
duction of grarpes. it nand
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Have we contradi féd ourselves in saying that the righteous are rewarded and the
wicked punished; but-/that the basis of recomnense is not op merit earned by good
behavior? The answer lies in the great truth Paul so £uiixpéﬁ%ha517ed‘%hat we are
saved and=£ﬁxa:d3by God's grace throuqh faith for good works. "For by grace_vou
have been saved {hrough faith; and that not of vourselves, it is the oift of God:
not as a result of works, that no one should boast. For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus f r 000d works.which God nrepared beforehand th we shnuld
walk in them.' (Eph. 2:8- . The reward for the <aints does not come “because of
their .good works. Rather cood works are the matural environment of the Born-again
child of God...the air he breathes, the ground he walks upon.

Notoour good deeds, but the grace of God, is the life-giving root, whereas good
deeds are the Fru1t of the vine now 1ncraFted into the r1qhteou<ne<< of Christ.
A theologian of a by-gone day, Dr. Charles Hodge, pnut it this way, "God will re-
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ward everyone according to, although not on account of his works." That is a
hard statement. 1t's not our human wav, but God's way and His thouchts are not
our thoughts and His ways are not our ways. We can only thank Him that His ways
are higher than our ways and His thoughts higher than our thoughts. Why? BRecausee
left to ourselves we are such miserable and worthless sinners there is no wav we
could ever deserve any kind of reward through our own efforts. Tt was not the
spirit of the elder brother who obediently stayed at home and worked diligently,
but that of the pfoflicate vounger brother who came to himself and pleaded, "Ea-
ther, T have sinned against heaven and in vour sight: T am no longer worthvy to
be called yvyour son,'" which was rewarded with the feast and the fatted calf.

A rich voung ruler asked Jesus what good thing he should do to obtain eternal life.
"Keep the commandments,' replied the lord. When the youno man said he had done

so Jesus told him to segl all he had and give to the poor. The implication is

that had he done so he would have received the desired reward. That's what Peter
assumed so he asked what reward he and the other discinles would receive for haxhp
ing left all to follow Jesus. The Master kindly assured him that &, “oulJ“ y
added, '"Many who are first will be last and the last first“ and went on to te]l \
thesstorv of the laborers in the vinevard, again closing with the expression, Y,
"Thus the last shall be first and the Flrst last® Thus Jesus told Peter that ”&
more than the agreed upon wage received by the first laborers, was the reward oF
those who threw themselves upon the mercy of the household who said, "Whatever 1§§*
right, T will oive vou.'" "The hireling snirit in any man, or in any age, will Y
get simply and only its hire; but the trustful d1sn051t1on will always recelve

'far more exceeding abundanth abo 1t§ etniftatlon (T3V1°‘“315)Z?ﬁ§:?@ Ei“
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ewaziq are cert Rewards are for humh1e tructlno ]ahﬂgrq whoput of love for

Christ are doers and not mere hearers of the word, as James noinfed out. Now the
last question: 'What are the rewards?" Certainly not in terms of amounts, or
quantity, or advantages, OT DOWers, or prestige...all of which are human standards
of reward, and none of which will he needed in ouf eternal home. Nor will the
saints have any basis for comparing rewards received with one another, for that
in itself would be ablemish from which those in the presence of the Fat§%¥$gre

exemnt. The joy of each individual will be perfect and Full althouch, © T Jnites
according to their deeds in the flesh. ;tuafzon Uy fini ndq cannot now
comnrehend. T wsidecss mck vw(\’cwuu 7\4@“ /Lq_l.‘.){u J 'I’U'L‘}l/“ :Q.J v rw: '&EVJ&

lLet me point out three rewards, and T know you will think of others. They should
spur us to the caod works for uhjch God created us and for which Fis qn]rlt empow -
ers us, and byr which we demonstrate that we are new creatures in Christ.

7] he reward of satisfaction that in this 1ife we have pleased the
Master by the quality and obedience of our lives. We've all heard the story of
the budding voung violinist who counted as his reward for fa maonificent concert
hall rendition not the applause of the crowd, but the beaming approval of his
teacher in the gallery...'"Tt is enough to have pleased the Master.” There will
be the sat1qfact10n that we have nleased the Master in serving others. Remehber
His words about the separation of the sheen and the goats, "Truly T sav to vou,
inasmuch as vou did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them,

vou did it unto Me. Emersop remparked, "The reward of a thine well done, is to
have done it. The deed done in k1ndne<< the loving thoucht, the hand stretchd

out in sympathy® “and comFortcuheal1nq or ou1dance and most of all the word spoken
¥o bring to hunorv hearts the love of a Savior w1th,L ;3m1<e of eternal life.

all not only hring their own reward in the doine, butlin eternal <atisFaction that
we have nleased our lLord. '"Well done, good and faithful servant.”

2. There will be the crowp of rijochtegusness that Paul talked about. TIn this 1life
we are conscious of our faults, failures, shortcomings, inadequacies, the incom-
pleteness of our devotion and service to the Master. 'There is none rigchteous, no

not one." With Paul each can say he is the chief of sinners. 'The good T wish,
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T _do not do; but T practice the very evil that I do not wish."(Rom, 7:19) BRut
theﬂfﬂlll be the reward of the crown of righteousness, when God perfects us in
QREES§ Jesus. Even now he has clothed us with the righteousness of Christ so
e are acceptable in those garments rather than the filthy rags of our sinful

nature. Rut someday we ourselves will be crowned with righteousness, perfect,
sinless, qualified to stand in the nresence of God 2as the sons of light, All

the things which are incomplete in this life will be complete, all the auestions
we cannot answer here will be answered, all the things we would like to be and

do here will be fulfilled there, all the fellowship with God we have failed to
enjoy here will be enjoyed to there in fullness. The crown of righteousness!

e
e i b he reward of the "ioy of the Lord.”uﬂﬁﬁce to face with Christ

my Savior" will infinitely surpass the joy of any human family reunion., The jovs

of this life are always flawed, something is always to be regretted, there is

pain or suffering or unhanpiness somewhere in the backeround. Rut the great re-

ward saints may anticipate 1s unspeakable jov, perfect anmy undilluted, centered

in the Lord Himself. Teastinog and the rejoicing of a marrf?????ziex are the

figures of speech the Bible uses to describe this great joy. fhe Hallelujahs and

anthems of npraise reflectfthe joy of the saints in glory recorded in Revelation

center in the Lamb of God surrounded by those whose names are written in His book

of 1life. There is a story, possibly legendary, about Thomas Aguinas. 'Worshipping

one day in the chapel in which he was accustomed to perform his devotions, it is

said that the Saviour thus addressed him: 'Thomas, thou hast written much and well

concerning me. What reward shall T give thee for thy work?' WZereupon he answered

'Nihil nisi te, Domine,'...'Nothing but thyself, O lord!' And lin very deed he 1is
himself the best of all his gifts., He is himself the 'exceeding great reward’
of all his people."(Taylor 119)

n the words of Rev. 14:12-13 with which we conclude: "Here is the nerseverance
of the saints who keep the commandments of CGCod and their faith in Jesus. And T
heard a voice from heavén savine, 'Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the

QQDSEquQD: There is both a promise of reward and an exhortation to cood deeds
1

Lord from now on!' '"Yes,' says the Spirit, ? 'that they may rest from their labor,

for their deeds follow with them)' "God will render to every man|\ according to

his deed< ' ; 2 \ ‘\n—,u.\ \.u"&\f‘-’\ he \’1.\&%{05’]
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. God's Pattern for Good

Scripture: Rom. 8:26-32
Text: 'We know that God causes all things to work together for good to thosel
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.'" Rom., 8:28

Looking left just after crossing the wide bridge from Tuk-jin westward into

the Pal-boke Bong industrial complex is a curious sight. A large brick church
is nearing completion but the walls under the first slab are not bricked in.
You can see within the o2& white walls of an older church from which the roof
has been removed ankthat slab poured overhead, leaving a place for worshin
while the new church is built over and around it. When we came to Chonju,

that was all farm land with a small country village church name Sin-sang in

the middle of what is now the six-lane boulevard toward the exnressway. About
30 years ago as T drove across the old bri somewhat to the right of the
present one I saw people tearing the roof off the Sinsamg church. Upon inquiry
T learned that as a result of one of the unfortunate church splits, this con-
gregation was dividing...but amicably., They had agreed to divide materials
from the old building, sell the land ?‘ivldcg the proceeds, and each build

a new church at least 100 meters from the old. Within a year each congregation
was as large as the original, and 3 decades later each has a very large sanc-
tuary. What they did not know, of course, was that 15 years later that great
wide street would pass right over the site of the old Sinsang Church, dividing
the now heavily populated area like a oreat river. T am sure the Lord is not
hanpy about church divisions, but He knew what s not even on the city planning
boards, that someday two churches would be neededin that area, one to the right
and one to the left of the highway. God knew the future and had plans to over-
ride a distressing human quarrel for a greater good in His own time.

Doespft this illustrate one of our most fagmiliar texts: '"'Werknow that in every-
thing God works for good with those who love him, who are called accordine to

his purpose.’’ What ordinary men call eood or bad luck or fortune, we know is

the nlan of God. There are no errgg in that planj nothing is left to chance.
Astthe architect constructs a building, placing each brick and pounding each nail
with care so that each component, no matter how obscure or insignificant, contri-
butes to the ultimate heauty and stability and utility of the structure, so God
has a plan for each of us and for His world. That nlan sometimes demandc cutting
trees and excavating earth, it utili scaffolding and forms for concrete

work which later are torn awav and discarded...matters which may hurt or seem
unreasonable at the time, but uttimately work out for the total good of the fin-
ished building. The greatest ngace of mind and serenity aof spirit comes to the
Christian who gragps the fact of God's master-plan, accents it in_faith, and can
say with Paul, "We know that God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose."

1. We know. This sweening assertion is based on the confidence of Paul who had
crossed seas, endured all kinds of hardshins, known disappointment and disaster
as well as success and triumph, and had tected the reliability of God's pland
and found that it works. This was all anpart of his firm, "“we know.® His per-
sonal experience testified that God coutd be counted unon, and he knew that this
fact was universally applicahle. "In evervth1ng, God workq for good."

WE Kow
A Scottish preacher telis this story: ®When T was a Tad in Scotland, we had in
our classroom a large globe on which was printed in bright colors a map of the
world. Now and then T would slowly spin the globe round with the tips of my fin-
gers. On it T could see the names of places then strange to me...Tokyo and Tor-
onto, Tceland and New Zealand. T wondered at times whether the map-maker could
be relied unon for accuracy with all those names. Rlack dots and painted areas
represented cities and countries which for all T knew to the contrary might exist
only in his imaeination. How could T know they were not mere figmnents of his
fancy?
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“71'1Y tell you what T did with that map maker. T checked upon on him within the
region where T could put him to the proof. T looked on the globe for a place
called Fdinburgh, and T found it. T looked for Glasgow and Aberdeen, and there
they were! Thus to my own satisfaction T established the fact that the map-maker
was correct insofar as I was then able to verify his work. Afterward T made this
deduction from the evidence: 'If the map maker is right in all matters which T
know to be correct within the range of my nresent experience, surely T may justly
resume that he is right also with reference to spheres beyond mv nresent exper-
ience. Meantime, T shall take his word for it, trust him where T cannot trace
him, and someday T shall find that he was abcolutelv true in regard to all the
nlaces on his man.'" (Art of T11 p. 16)

“Trust him where I cannot trace him."” That describes the mature faith of a per-
son like Paul. The older we grow, the loncer our experience with God, the fuller
our grasp of how He has worked in history, the deener our knowlege of His Word
recounting how Fe has worked throuch the ages...the more ol1mn<eq we see of His
over-riding nattern for good beyond what we now perceive, and“Can say with Paul,
"we know.' Not just John's Gospel, but the whole Rible...and indeed the annals
the saints and our experiences...are written "that ye may know." Our world
alwavs needs peorle who can say with conviction, '"We know!'" God is reliable.

“c\'j““

God work (TGEE;:&%re not haphazard or meaningless. Whether we/can see it

or not, God is at work. He made the world and He controls it. F )stration and
insecwrity in our society come from failure to recognize this. Come of vou have
heard about the young man working on his Model T Ford trvino to make it run with-

out success. A well-dressed man stepped up, went over to the voung man, and
sensing his difficulty told him to make a certain minor adjustment in the timing
of the motor. Reluctantly the voung man did so "Now,'" caid the man, '"vour car

will run."” The sdir1<eﬂ yvoung man asked, "How %Q it that you know just what to
do to make my car ‘Tun?’’ Who are you?'" Ouietly the other man renlied, "T'm Henry
Ford. T made the car. T know its workines." o

God the Creator also savs, Y made the world, T know its workings. Not only so
but T know the end from the beginnine and have already determined the course of
events., It is my will to work for eood tb those who love me, who are called ac-
conﬁng to my nurposes\ A century of tumultous events in China...wars, revolu-
tions, imposition of communist philosophy...have perplexed the world and baffled
Christians. Could any godd come out of it all? Yet now we becin to see that
God has been at work all along creating a strong and more self-reliant church.

Genesis tells of Joseph. mistreated by jealous brothers, serving as a slave, im-
prisoned unjustly in Feypt. His faith never wavered during those dark years un-
til he was able to reveal himself to his trembling brothers who came to him as
prime minister of all Egypt...and reassure them with these words, 'As for you,
you meant evil against me; but CGod meant it for goodiy" Peopl@who can say ''we
know'' do so not only bhecause they trust God on the basis of experjence, but on
the basis of fajth in His power and loving control...a faith which He alone gives.

od? Here is the hard part of the text, often questioned, argued, or
eni t's easy to quote this verse when a happv result turns up auite ebvipis:

ly after a seemi ly adverse set of events. But what do we say in the midst of
senseless tragedy, prolonged suffering, even apparent loss-to the Kingdom of

God itself? What about plane crashes, ear*hqnakéﬁ Fam1ne<‘ﬁm1]11cn< suffering
tyranny? Look at the experience of our little community on this hill. A beloved
physician died suddenly on the road outside our home. Across the street a neuro-
surgeon was taken in a day or so by a brain tumor. The youngest child of a mis-
sionary couple never had a chance from birth and died in a few years. Cancer
struck the knee of the eldest son of another couple. Three sets of missionary
grandparents in as many vears have had grandchildren with birth defects and one
died shortly after birth. Can we say, "All things:work together for good2"
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The text does not say that all things are good. I'm not sure there is any war-
rant to say 'praise the lord" for everyvthing tmat happens, because clexrly some-
things are bad, or sad, or tragic. There are §ueet1on< we can never answer,

there are solutions we will never see, but God|{has wavs of using all these th1no<
and fitting them into larger patterns of good.N Tf we beﬂﬂﬁe God is almighty, we
know He has the power to over-rule even our wickedness for His purnoses. Tf
he is holy, all that transpires will fit into a perfect plan. If He is loving,
He has some purpose as a Father for His children.
Bone (woel
ago as we camg”%ere to worship, Laveryn Talmage was singing what T
assumed would be her solo, "H1s eve is on the sparrow, and T know He watches me"
...a fine testimony from her. Surprisingly though, oF all people, she sawg,

Climb every mountain, search hieh and low,

Follow every by-way, every path you know.

Climb every mountain, ford every stream

Follow every rainbow till vyou find vour dream!

A dream that will need all the love yvou can give,

Every day of your life, for as long as vou live

Climb every mouptaijn. f.o.:d_mm_mm
Eollow everv rainbow till vou find vour dreapf! pilgrimaqe
As a fioure of speech to deseribe ouw spiritual 1&3&£&§&aﬁ:pat was an apnropriate

solo, but coming from one crinpled 30 years ago in both legs by polio it was
astonishine. How she would love to kaxe climbhe those majestic mountains around
her home in Denver, or clamber up and dov the hills around Choniu with paints
and brushes, but hecause of her hand1caﬂ unah1e even to reach the cable car to
soar to the heights of Sorak San. "Ford everv stream?...when dragoing her left
foot over the doorsill took superhuman effort? Yet everywhere she brought cheer
and laughter so that our cook remarked in awe, "Ki-boon-#i Cho-ta' and countless
people in the market and stores were insnired by her courace. How this condition
has brought out in David an ever attentive devotion, and patience and love! A
tragedy, ves...and nothing good about it in itself, but tremendous good in
demonstrat1nq how God gave courage and faith and accentance...mak1no her a wit-
ness to His gonodness and power. That's how Ve wants us to treat 1life! s events

.that's how he causes all things to work tocether for cood. 'Climb every
mountain, ford everv stream!"

Two other remarks in the context help us understand this difficult assertion of
aul., Tn verse 26 Paul assures us that the Holyv Spirit helps us in our weakness
and “intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words,. The other is this, "'Tfi

God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him

:up for us all, will he not also give us all thlnqs in Him?" We are not alone
in our unFerlng God participated on the cross in the person of, His Son; he

nart1c1pate< Qqn<tantly in_the person of Fis Sn1r1t.ﬂ#bqwuﬂwwa~£ s 2o ) it
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4. To those who love Him, who are called accordln to his purpose. #Tf a man

nows and is con-

v;nnﬂd that God is the all wise and aJl lnywpq Father then he can humhly accept
all that God sends to him.¥Rarclay 118). All our 11ve< here in Chonju, we havé
heen blessed to have the medical attention of doctors we knew and resnected
in whose skills Hﬁ% absolute confidence. _Met—enda—that W Iknew they we

best friends aaé¥§$ ur own best interests at heart. Tf they prescribed med

cine that was bltter to the taste, or surgery that was painful, or treatments

that were unpleasant...we could alwavs trust their wisdom and :kl]l And so it
is when we ]odé,Cod who also loves us. i ndiud fhat o thu dwmﬁtdh;ﬂ%cdumq o Hua
vl )-ka'. il annd/ -L—c"l ‘l\«j‘ \,‘-‘-\_L/Lp,)/ o ,Lw “y \\C“/IL(,\, ?/u_!z,k_w, X a{, Poandle @ 3L$A—VJ»/

/hMore than that He “has called us for His nurnose. Tn Hishlan no life is nseless
or wasted, and according to that plan no_event or condition in any given life is
without its purpose. That purpose may not be deteceéed for vears after an event:
or it may never be known to us at all. Yet like the infinitessimal fraction of
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a billionth of a billionth, everything has(a nlace within the jig-saw of divine
intent. We may nok see how, but essentially every part of that nlan is in some-
way to make Jesus Christ known, tq glorifviHim...so that as Paul put it, all
things are "for_the ‘praise of His glorvu' /. How well Phillips paraphrases this
passage: "Moreover we know that to those who love God who are called according:
to His plan, everything that hanpens fits into a nattern for goodi God in his:
foereknowledoe, chose them to bear the familv likeness of His Son, that he might
be the eldest of a family of many brothers. He chose them long ago:wkhen the =
time came he called them, he made them righteous in his sight, and then lifted
them to the snlendoer of 1ife as his own sons.”

May God give each of us the assurance of Paul when he wrote those words! It will
carry us thrguch each day and down every vpath, up everv mountain and across
oy It will enable us to " st him where we cannot trace him,"

for we know that in everything God works for good to those who love him, who

are called according to his purpose." '"Eorsnothing willwbevable to separate

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!"
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Text: "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" Rom. 8:35a7[i|3] Maluw Wls
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What is Jesus doing now? When examining new Christiaggkfor churéAzmembershlp we
hewes asked this question hundreds of times. The answer ;gvusually a prompt quotation
from the Apostles Creed: "He is sitting at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.”
The correct answer, of course, %ﬁi!ﬁgzgifaé about 20 such statements in the New
Testament. Heb. 1:3 tells us: "Whep He had made purification of sin, He_gat down ab

the right _hand of e majest high."

Does this mean that having completed His mission on earth, dying for our sins,
rising from the dead, and ascending into heaven ogur Lord now rests, enjoying for
N
eternity the jpraises of the heavenly hosts, basking ingexaltation and‘honor conferred slam
R+ 7
by His Father? WIiTpHe merelyiéi@zgatt and glory in the authority and power of ks

the Almighty’s universal empire until the day when He returns "to judge .t%e qgi%k and

(W e e vl
the dead?" No indeed! "Sitting at the right hand of God" refersTto—Hiﬁke%alted
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status) butiggz_igrafgfétic cdnditipﬁ_of inactivity?,\ Qur tord%?s busy every moment on

cur behalf, makiné His presence and jpower and love felt throughout our world. Paul’s
rhetorical question in Rom. B:35, —mear—theendof—this—great—chapter, reminds us that
nothing in ‘heaven or on earth, no condition or creature, no limits of time or space;
can separate us in any way from the on—going constant love of Christ...a love which is
always in @ction . "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" Let us consider
four ways in which Christ is actively expressing that love, right now, today, while He

sits at the right hand of God in glory.

1. HE IS INTERCEDING FOR US. Christ’s work as mediator, bringing reconciliation

between us and God, did not end with His death on the cross for our sin. He continues
to be our representative, speaking on our behalf to His Father. Verse 34 tells us:

"Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hapd aof
God, whg _also intercedes for us." We Americans like the direct approach, but in much

of the world, such as Korea where—wehovespest—most—oef—our—ives, it is customary to N

ask a third person to intercede. If a high school graduate wants a job, he asks a,

friend who knows the head of a business firm or the principal of a school to put in a
good word for him with that person at the top,-er—ever—teprepose—marriage—for—hin,
Now Jesus is always doing this for us before God...the big difference is that he does
this not at our behest, but because God has decreed that His Son represent us before

His throne. Could there be any more beautiful expression of the Saviour’s undying



and active love on our behalf?

I John 2:1 tells wus: "If on ins, we_have an Advgcate with the Father, -

Jesus Christ the righteous,:" This means that when I sin, Jesus says to His Father:

"Father, Joe Hopper has sinned again. He yielded to temptation, lost his temper, said

something mean. He does not deserve forgiveness, but, Father, forgive him for my

sake...I who am righteous,  died on the cross for him!" And the Father graciously
grants that petitionj for countless others of His children, as it says in
8:33 "Who will bring g char ain 2 7" 1t means that when we face one of

life’s decisions or problems (big or small), Jesus 1is at work asking His Father to

show His will, remove the blockades, demonstrate His power, and bring growth to His
kingdom through His servants. It means that when a Qopng.persorﬁ wonders what course

to chart through his 1ife, the Saviour is at work asking God to make known what

direction to take, and what the next step should be.

Christ interceding for us does not discount -tre, need for—us to pray, sursetves.
It does mean that when we offer our prayers in His name, even though poerly worded,

inadeguatelx expressed, sometimes selfishly or wrongly motivated, Jesus is at work to
take them and amplify our whispers, and to plead more eloguently and persuasively 'than

we ever can. There are times when we do not pray at all when we should, or even
refuse to pray...but our Representative before God prays for us anyway. And for those
whom God is calling to be His own, but who as yet refuse to obey and accept His Son as
Saviour, Christ is continually interceding [to/soften hearts and |cause them to yield.
Is Christ busy? Yes indeed! "Who can separate us from the love of Chrigt?"

II. HE IS SENDING HIS HOLY SPIRIT. Jesus not only fepresents us at the right

hand of God, He 1is alscwerking in us through His Holy Spirit. As He neared the end
of His earthly ministry, Jesus understocod perfectly how His disciples would miss His
physical presence among them. They had relied upon Him to teach them daily. Whatever
powers they had were derived from Him. What would happen when He left? Jesus took

care of this in a clear promise to His disciples in John 14:26, "But the Helper, the

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He wil t thi » angd
bring to vour remembrance gl1] that I said to you." Not long after Jesus ascended into

heaven, that promise was fulfilled for the early church on the day of [Pentecost, and

Jesus has kept that promise ever since by sending the Holy Spirit upon His own.

We could never count all the [functions of the Holy Spirit and sometimes there is

misunderstanding about some of them. But in John 14 and 15 Jesus made it crystal
clear what the chief work of the Holy Spirit is: "He will bear witness of Me," said

Jesus. "Hewill teach you all things apd bring to vour rememhrance all that I have
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said to you." That is the chief work of the Spirit, to be our ﬁéacheﬁ in the place of
Jesus who had been the Teacher for His disciples. We may find helpful teachers in the
Sunday School classroom, in Bible conferences, in good books, but none compares to the
real Teacher...the Holy Spirit. In fact all other teachers must be taught by Him! He

teaches us the things of Christ, He thrings to remembrance all that Christ has said,"

He shows how all Scrxptur { ts Christ.

ok

irit provxdeskcqm anienship. |He gives (jpgWeR for the Christian life.

The Holy
”‘s, if A\

to bear witness to Christ. He is the greatest of all [teachers. The best example of

He bestows He pours out ipnumerable auxiliary blessings. But all of this is
this is 1in Bible reading. How many of you understand everything Scripture says? 1I’m
sure I don’t, even though I went to Christian schools and seminary and have been a
minister for many years. Yet whenever I read the Bible prayerfully and thoughtfully
the Spirit brings to my mind some new truth, some fresh understanding of an old truth,
some up-to-date application to today’s needs. How? Well ,—wetrmow that t:zgifirit of
God who @nspired those words in the first place now teaches them to us in This

means we can never finish our Bible reading and study. { How great the continuing love

of Christ! At the end of 3 years He did not hand His disciples their diplomas saying,

"Mow, go-out and convert the world." He said, "The Holy:Spirit will continue tg feach
you.and to give vyougpower...He will even give you the words to say." "You shall
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 3 ou it ses

ven th motest part of the earth." "Who shall separate ove gf
Christ?"

(III. HE IS RULING HIS CHURCH. "Christ alsg is the head of the church, He Himself
being the Savigur of the body."(Eph. 5:23) The ruler of the church is not the pastor,

or some moderator or bishop. All are wunder the lesdship#of Christ Jesus, the sole

head of the church. If a local pastor can be busy with sermon preparation, leading in
warship, visiting his congregation, participating in community affairs, etc., how busy
must Christ be as He governs not only this congregation, but thousands of churches and

millions of Christians of every fmation, tribe, and tongue? He is never resting, never
asleep, never on vacatiogn.

The Head of the church gallsy out those who are His own, He Qatherg,these
believers into the fellowships we call churches, He trains,and matures their faith, He
selects those with special callings as Sunday School teachers, choir members, deacons,
elders, ministers, committee chairmen, missionaries. All the organizations of the
church are under His control. The great evangelistic campaigns are at His instigation.
World-wide movements of reform of the church, &enewai of its spiritual life, efforts

to win the world for Himself through missionarv actjvity...He directs them all. Men
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may create organizatiens, plan programs, write creeds and constitutions, and do all
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the mechanical work of church @administration, but the unseen Head of the church is

very much in command! He is Lord! It is His church! It is His body!

Yet far more important than His role of @dministrator of His vast domain is the

fact that the Lord of the Church is also itsWV life. If the church is His body and

He is her head, then the very life of the church derives from Him, for no body can
survive if severed from the head. Because Christ é&ggg;for His church and powplives
forevermore, the church lives too...especially when we remember that the church is not
a building but pesple. For decades we thought the church of @hiqgfhad disappeared
under her communist government, but recently we have discovered that she is very much
alive and one of the fastest growing churches in the world. In my lifetime I have
visited many little weak struggling new churches and despairingly wondered if they
could survive. 0One such visit was in a deep mountain valley 1in Korea when the
congregation numbered only three old grandmothers, and even they were split into two
factions! Could that church survive? Yes indeed! Teday it 1is a thriving

congregation with a neat little building and its own evangelist. Several years ago a

smartly dressed young man approached me in a bank and introduced himself. "Many years
ago, you examined me for church membership in that little church."” Now he is a Ph.D.,
a university professor, and a deacon in a city church. Not only has that church

lived, but continued to send out useful Christians into the world. Another visible

proof that the real church is very much alive...and alive because Christ is alive.

The Apostle John had a vision of the risen Christ é&andin and walking in the

middle of the seven golden lampstands (symbolic of the church)...and halding in His
right Hand the gseven stars (again symbolic of the church)...proof that He cares for
and protects and nurtures His church. John was writing to a church under

Egﬂggggiigﬁ...and the only other place where Christ is mentioned as standing in heaven
is when Stephen, dying under a hail of stones "saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God." Could it be that when Christ’s church or His
saints are especially on trial ﬁ;gi in trouble, the Head of the church no longer sits

but stands, rising to meet the

persecutions and repressions, and times of travail?

For this 1is the church He 1loves. Just as theggridegroom loves his_bride, so Christ Vﬁg;3§>
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loves His church, the church for which He shed His blood. "Lg, L am with you always.%ﬁﬂ
LaA /7

”Hﬁg_ghéll separate us from_the love of Christ."” w
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{@V. HE PREPARES A PLACE FOR'US, Christ represents us in heaven, He works within
us through His Spirit, He governs and sustains His Church. And He prepares our future
—limax

prepares. He will certainly come to judge ~the quick ‘and the dead, and even now He

home. All history moves towards the ;GOd has foreordained and for which Christ
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prepares a place for us. To His disciples and to us He promised, "I go to prepare a

place for you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come aggjﬂ, and receive

you to Myself, that where 1 am there you may be also."(John 14:3)

What did Jesus mean? He certainly meant a place...y&s&g, we do not know. Is He
constructing a great hotel or housing complex? We cannot say, but we know it will far
exceed our wildest dreams. The One who shed His blood to redeem us will surely not
prepare a shabby hut for us! ‘ggL whom? He said, "for you.!" Who is the you? Those
who accept Him in faith as Saviour. He spoke to His disciples but His words were for
all believers. Let any who hear these words and have not accepted Him as Savior in
faith know...these words are mot for unbelievers; or for those whose ancestors were
faithful believers but have made no personal commitment themselves. Let any
unbeliever then consider: you tooc may claim this promise, and be sure to join those
loved ones who have already gone ahead of us to that Heavenly home. We know too that
the greatest blessing of that home will not be magnificent dwellings or fime clothing

or sumptucus feasts, but the knowledge that we will be with Him..."where I am there

you may be also.”

We may go on a journey to some great unknown city and wonder as the plane touches
down...where will I sleep tonight? I have no friends here. 1 am afraid of what the
future holds for me here. But when we reach ocur final home, there will be no such
fears. Our Aome is prepared. A feastlfis on the table. Best of all the (Friend above
all friends 1is waiting to welcome us and to be our Lempanion forever. Some years ago
the mother of our nearest neighbor came to 1live with her daughter, the wife of the
head of a great mission hospital. She had been a Christian all her life, widowed
twice when her husbands (both ministers) died, and extremely active in Presbyterian
church affairs. During her last days she was in the hospital until one morning her
son-in-law, Dr. Seel, called us to her bedside knowing the end was near. We found her
mentally alert, able to speak and apparently in good spirits...but she knew the end
had come. I asked, "Mrs. Garber, you know the Bible better than we...where would you
like me to read?" "John 14, of course!" But before I could open my Bible, this great
lady who had spent a life-time of loving service to her Lord began to quote in a loud
clear voice without a mistake the first six verses...down to the words "I am the way

and the truth and the life, no_man cometh unto the Father, but by Me."...a testimony

to her sure knowledge that nothing could separate her from the love of Christ whose

promise she claimed as she quietly slipped away a few hours later.

"Who can separate us from the love of Christ?" He loved us Jongiiage in giving

Himself for our sins on the cross. He loves us foday in rfepresenting us before the

Father and gendingi us His Holy Spirit and governing His church. He loves us
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throughout @bl future eternity in our heavenly home, When we repeat that familiar
G

phrase in the Apostles Creed "Hg sits at the right hand of God Almighty" let us

remember what great things He is doing for us today. "Who can separate us from the
e e g it N TN .

love of Christ?"

21% Hymns:

Crown Him with many crowns

s .
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<§§E§I’ve Found a Friend,; Oh such a Priend
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