
T h e B o o k L u k e F o r g o t t o W r i t e

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : M a i . 4 : 1 - 5 , M a t t . 1 : 1

Te x t : ' ' W h e n t h e f u l l n e s s o f t h e t i m e w a s c o m e ' ' [ K J V ) G a . 4 : 4

L u k e f o r g o t t o w r i t e o n e b o o k ! F o r h i s f r i e n d w r o t e a l i f e o f C h r i s t
f o l l o w e d b y a s e c o n d v o l u m e w e c a l l " t h e A c t s o f t h e A p o s t l e s . " I s n ' t i t t o o b a d
he \failed to chronicle the events prior to the birth of Christ! 400 years had

e l a p s e d s i n c e M a l a c h i u t t e r e d t h e l a s t w o r d s o f O . T. P r o p h e c y. S u r e l y a n a c c o u n t
o f t h a t p e r i o d w o u l d s h e d m u c h l i g h t o n t h e N . T. s t o r y, a n d L u k e h a d t h e s k i l l s

w h i c h c o u l d h a v e r e s e a r c h e d t h i s h i s t o r y . L a r g e l y t o s a t i s f y m y o w n c u r i o s i t y a -
bout th is pre-Chr istmas era, we are th inking today about " the book that Luke forgot

t o w r i t e . "

Pe rhaps he wou ld have begun l i ke th i s : "The fo rmer t rea t i ses ; have T made . 0 Theoph
i l u s , o f a l l t h a t J e s u s b e g a n t o d o a n d t e a c h , a n d o f h o w H i s A p o s t l e s c o n t i n u e d
t o p r o c l a i m t h e G o s p e l . N o w i t s e e m s b e s t t o s e t f o r t h i n o r d e r t h o s e t h i n g s
w h i c h t o o k p l a c e a f t e r t h e v o i c e s o f O . T. P r o p h e c y c e a s e d u n t i l J e s u s w a s b o r n i n

bling, sometimes disconnected, and frequent^^j^
r e q u i r e d r e a d i n g f o r a n y o n e t a k i n g a d e g r e e i n " P r a c t i c a l t e r r o d s t t a t t i e s a n d d i r
t y p o l i t i c s . " A c o m p a n i o n v o l u m e w o u l d b e t h e A n o c r v p h a . a c o l l e c t i o n o f b e t w e e n -
t h e - t e s t a m e n t s r e l i g i o u s b u t n o n - c a n n o n i c a l v / r i t i n g s .

T h e 2 0 0 0 y e a r h i s t o r y o f t h e J e w s u n t i l t h e t i m e o f C h r i s t d i v i d e s i n t o 1 4 p e r i o d s
a n d 5 o f t h e m a r e b e t w e e n t h e t e s t a m e n t s , r i ) T h e p a t r i a r c h s , r 2 1 T h e E g y p t i a n s o
journ [5") 40 years in the wilderness ('41 The Judges fSI The united kingdom (61 The
d i v i d e d k i n g d o m ( 7 1 A c e n t u r y u n d e r t h e A s s y r i a n s ( 8 1 A c e n t u r y u n d e r t h e B a b y l o n
i a n s a n d i n c a p t i v i t y ( 9 1 A c e n t u r y u n d e r t h e P e r s i a n s a n d t h e r e s t o r a t i o n t o J e r u
s a l e m , a n d t h e l a s t O . T. p r o p h e c i e s . ( 1 0 1 T h e s h o r t d e c a d e o f A l e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t ' s
h i s to ry - chang ing conques t ( 111 A cen tu ry o f Egyp t i an dominance (121 Osce i r - ^ cen tu ry
o f Sy r ian dominance (151 A shor t cen tu ry o f i ndependence under the MacJ^bees , (141
P o m a n a s s u m p t i o n o f c o n t r o l u n d e r H e r o d t h e G r e a t a b o u t 4 0 y e a r s b e f o r e C h r i s t .

" 3 3 t o c h h i v y
Stimulated by Greek culture, commercial prosperity, and quest for learning the age
saw great growth of an*international community. Yet simultaneously these^ centur
ies were a period of viole/^e. despair. and darJo^ess for the people of God. Sense
l e s s a t r o c i t i e s . m a s s k i l l i n g s . i n c e s s a n t f e u d i n g b e t w e e n p e t t y k i n g s , d e c e i t , b r o
k e n p r o m i e e s . a s s a s s i n a t i o n s , u s e o f h o s t a g e s f o r p o l i t i c a l l e v e r a g e , b r J b e r v . c p r -
rqpt J pnhl i r display of immorality, supers it it ion, idolatry , sacrilege of holy
p l a c e s . . . a l l r e a c h i n c r e d i b l e p r o p o r t i o n s f c c u s s e d r i g h t i n P a l e s t i n e . H o w m a n y o f
G o d ' s f a i t h f u l d u r i n g t h o s e d a r k d a y s l o n g e d f o r t h e f u l fi l l m e n t o f M a l a c h i ' s l a s t
w o r d s : " F o r b e h o l d , t h e d a v c o m e s b u r n i n g l i k e a n e v e n , w h e n a l l t h e a r r o v a n t a n d
a l l e v i l d o e r s w i l l b e s t u b b l e . . . B u t , f o r v o u w h o ^ e a r m v n a m e t h e s u n o f r i g h t e o u s -
n e s s s h a l l r i s e w i t h h e a l i n g i n i t s w i n g s . . .

L o o k a t t h e 5 p e r i o d s o f t h i s i n t e r v a l :

. 7 5 y e a r s a f t e r > t a l a c h i . t h i s M a c e d o n i a n c o n q u e r e d t h s h i s
w o r l d i n o n e d e c a d e . A t 1 4 A r i s t o t l e i n s p i r e d i n h i m a k e e n i n t e r e s t i n t h e w o r l d
o f m e n a n d n a t u r e . A t 1 8 h e c o m m a n d e d a p a r t o f h i s f a t h e r ' s c a v a l r y. A t 2 0 h e b e
c a m e k i n g . M a s t e r i n g h i s n a t i v e G r e e c e , h e s w e p t a c r o s s . A s i a M j n o r . d o w n t n e P a l -
estinian coast, and around Egypt where he founded Ale^lr^a. later to become a center
of culture and commerce. Turning to destroy Eex^ia, he pa/^ed to take Jerusalem.
A l r e a d y, i n r e s p o n s e t o b r i b e r y a n d fl a t t e r y, h e h a d a l l o w e d a S a m a r i t a n r e n e g r a d e
p r i e s t t o b u i l d a r i v a l t e m p l e o n M t . G e r i z i m i n S a m a r i a . . . a p a t t e r n o f b e h a v i o u r
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exc i t ing"* the hatred of Jews for Samar i tans. In great fear^ the Jews prayed for de
l i v e r a n c e a n d w e n t o u t t o m e e t A l e x a n d e r a s a r e l i g i o u s p r o c e s s i o n . J o s e p h u s r e
c o r d s : " A l e x a n d e r , v r h e n h e s a w t h e m u l t i t u d e a t a d i s t a n c e , i n w h i t e g a r m e n t s , w h i l t
t h e p r i e s t s s t o o d c l o t h e d w i t h fi n e l i n e n , a n d t h e h i g h p r i e s t i n p u r p l e a n d s c a r l e l
c l o t h i n g , w i t h h i s m i t r e o n h i s h e a d , h a v i n g a g o l d e n p l a t e w h e r e o n t h e n a m e o f G o d
w a s e n g r a v e d , h e a p p r o a c h e d b y h i m s e l f a n d a d o r e d t h a t n a m e , a n d fi r s t s a l u t e d t h e
h i g h p r i e s t , " A l e x a n d e r r e c a l l e d a d r e a m o f s u c h a n i m p r e s s i v e w e l c o m e a n d w a s
o v e r w h e l m e d w h e n t h e p r i e s t s r e a d t o h i m D a n i e l 8 w h i c h c l e a r l y p r e d i c t e d h i s c o m
i n g . " A l e x a n d e r ' s s h o r t b r i l l i a i C c a r e e r i n t r o d u c e d a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e a n d
l a n q u a p e w h i c h c e n t u r i e s l a t e r b e c a m e a m a i o r v e h i c l e f o r i n i t i a l m i s s i n n a r v a c t i v i -

A l r e a d y G o d w a s p r e p a r i n g t h e " f u l l n e s s o f t h e t i m e . "

K Egyptian neriod. Upon Alexander's death his vast empire was divided between four
a g e n e r a l s . E g y p t a n d J u d a e a c a m e u n d e r P t o l e m v S o t e r . t h e fi r s t o f 1 4 P t o l e m i e s .
The last of the dynasty was Queen £le^yj^ t j^ . . .but there were many Cleopatras. I f
you th ink she was a bad g i r l C^nd she was ) you ough t to read abou t some o f t he
o t h e r s ! T h e s e c o n d P t o l e m v . P h i l a d e l n h u s . w a s a n e n l i g h t e n e d r u l e r , f a m o u s f o r t h e
e r e c t i o n o f t h e 4 0 0 - f t h i g h l i g h t h o u s e o fi P ' . a r o s . o n e o f t h e 7 w o n d e r s o f t h e a n
c i e n t w o r l d . H e a l s o f o u n d e d t h e g r e a t 1 i h r . q _ r y o f A l e x a n d r i a a n d a r r a n g e d f o r t h e
t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e m d Te s t a m e r t i n t o G r e e k b y s e n d i n g w o r d t o E l e a z a r t h e h i g h
p r i e s t t o s e n d s i x e l d e r s o u t o f e v e r y t r i b e " s k i l l f u l o f t h . e l a w s " t o m a k e a " c l e a r
a n d a g r e e i p - g o f t i i e s e b o o k s . " T h e 7 2 e l d e r s b r o u g h t a n O T p a r c h m e n t o n w h i c h
t h e l a w s w e r e w r i t t e n i n g o l d l e t t e r s o f s u c h e x q u i s i t e w o r k m . a n s h i p a s t o e x c i t e
t h e a d m i r a t i o n o f P t o l e m y. H e h o u s e d t h e t r a n s l a t i o n c o m m i t t e e o n t h e I s l a n d o f
P h a r o s i n a q u i e t p l a c e " fi t f o r t h e i r d i s c o u r s i n g t o g e t h e r . " I t i s s a i d t h a t i n
7 2 d a y s ( d i s p u t e d b y s c h o l a r s ) t h e 7 2 p r o d u c e d w h a t i s k n o w n a s t h e S e n t u a g i n t
which is important for several reasons. f^ ^ It predated by many centuries^.j3ur,
Hebrew O.T. manuscripts and provides valuable clues for scholars detorminin^g']!^ffle ^
o r i g i n a T " t e x t . f Z " ) I t w a s t h e B i b l e s t n d i p H a n d q u o t e d b y J e s u s a n d m o s t N . T . w r i
t e r s whose common l anguage Greek , o r ko ine , can be be t t e r unde rs tood by compar i son
w i t h s i m i l a r u s a g e i n t h e L X X . f . ^ l A s t n e fi r s t a t t e m p t t o p r o d u c e t h e S c r i p t u r e s
i n a n o t h e r t o n g u e , i t s p r e a d t h r o u g h t h e k n o w n w o r l d a k n o w l e d g e o f G o d . H e b r e w
h i s to r y. and God^s V /o rd t h rough the p rophe ts , f o rm ing a bas i s upon wh i ch Pau l and
o t h e r m i s s i o n a r i e s b u i l t a c l a i m f o r C h r i s t o n t h e h e a r t s o f m e n . I t p r e p a r e d t h e
c o n v e r s i o n o f t h e E t h i o p i a n e u n e u c h . C o r A e l i u s t h e R o m a n c e n t u r i o n , J . v H i a t h e s e l l e i
o f p u r p l e f r o m A s i a M i n o r. T h e T. X X v j a s a m a i o r f a c C o r i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h e
" d u l l n e s s o f t i m e . " G o d u s e d a n a l i e n . p a g a n . m o n a r c h t o , . p i : ^ a r e i t .

J.I-

tThe Syrian Period. Another of Alexander's generals inherited Syriâ  establishinge Seleucid dynasty. ,4naJVvV with/i^fKe nameS Antiochus . They warred insessantly among
t h e m s e l v e s a n d w i t h t h e P t o l e m i e s o f E g y p t a n d . - ' ^ ^ r a d u a l l y g a i n e d c o n t r o l o f P a l e s t i n e
w h e r e t h e J e w s b e c a m e v i c t i m s b y c o n s t a n t i y i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e s e f a c t u o u s q u a r r e l s .
I t w a s a n e r a o f u n i n t e r r u p t e d m a r t y r d o m o f J e w s , o f t e n a t t h e h a n d s o f t h e i r o w n
l e a d e r s . P r i e s t s w e r e s e c u l a r r u l e r s a n d g e n e r a l s , b i k y i n g a n d s e l l i n g o f fi c e s , e n
g a g i n g i n i n j : r i g u e , c o n s p i r a c y . t j l o o d y w a r f a r e , a n d u n s p e a k a b l e a t r o c i t i e s . S o m e
w e r e H e l l e n i s t s a d v o c a t i n g t h e G r e e k w a y o f l i f e . O n e S e l e u c i d k i n g . A n t i o c h u s
Fpinhanes^ removed a faithful high priest nxms and installed his wicked brother Jasorw h o w a s t u r n e d o u t b y a s t i l l m o r e w i c k e d b r o t h e r . v V n t i o c h u s u s e d t h i s s t r i f e t o
u t t e r l y d e s p o i l J e r u s a l e m i n 1 b B B . C . A s t h e N e r o o f t k s x S x f x J e w i s h H i s t o r y, h e
s l e w o r s o l d i n t o s l a v e r y t h o u s a n d s o f w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , t o r e d o w n t h e c i t y w a l l ,
wantonly defiled the temple, even erecting a statue to Jupiter on the altar of
b u r n t o f f e r i n g s . N e v e r h a d t h e J e w s s e e n s u c h h o r r i b l e p e r s e c u t i o n . M e a n w h i l e t h e
S a m a r i t a n s a s u s u a l c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h t h e h a t e d f o r e i g n e r s , f u r t h e r w i d e n i n g t h e
rift between them and the Jews. All these events had b^en clearly foretold by Dan-
del and were the scenes conjured up in the minds of HiS/s Jiearers when desas^predic-
t e d " t h e d e s o l a t i n g s a c r i l e g e s e t u p w ^ h e r e i t o u g h t n o t t o b e ' T M k . 1 3 : 1 4 ) T h i s t i m i
o f t e r r o i ^ s u f f e r i n g , a n d d e s p a i r w a s a p a r t o f t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h e " f u l l n e s s o f
t h e t i m e s . " i n c r e a s i n g t h e l o n g i n g o f m a n y f o r a n e t e r n a l p e a c e a n d s e c u r i t y .
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fc~ The 14accabeaii Period. In hot reaction against Seleucid atrocities, Mattathias
tajaccabeus and his five sons leiftd a Jewish revolt. He died and his son Jddas Maccabeus too l ; over. A master o f the ar t o f guer i l la war fa re , he o f ten de feated la rge
Syrian forces with a handful of men. He became governor of Jerusalem and high
p r i e s t a s w e l l , r e b u i l t t h e c i t y o f J e r u s a l e m , p u r i fi e d t h e t e m p l e i , r e s t o r e d i t s
sacr ifices and in i t ia ted a per iod o f re la t ive independence for Judaea a l though con
stant warfare wi th Syr ia cont inued. He made a mutual defense pact wi th the r is ing
p o w e r o f R o m e t o t h e w e s t . A f t e r h i s d e a t h , p o w e r p a s s e d s u c c e s s i v e l y t o h i s b e c -
t h e r s a n d g r a n d s o n s . A g a i n t h i n g s f e l l i n t o d e c a y w i t h t h e s e l e a d e r s f o r e v e r w r a n g
l i n g a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s a n d f o l l o w i n g t h e e v i l e x a m p l e o f f o r e i g n t y r a n t s . A s i n
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s s o n s f o u g h t t h e i r m o t h e r s , b r o t h e r s k i l l e d o f f e a c h o t h e r . O n e o f
t h e l a s t M a c c a b e e s w a s A l e x a n d e r w h o s e i z e d J e r u s a l e m f r o m a r i v a l a n d c o m m i t t e d a n
a w f u l a t t r o c i t y a g a i n s t h i s o w n p e o p l e , J o s e p h u s s a y s ( 4 0 3 ) t h a t h e ^ ' d i d n n p n F t h (
m o s t b a r b a r o u s a c t i o n s i n t h e w o r l d t o t h e m ; f o r a s h e w a s f e a s t i n g w i t h h i s c o n c u -
b a n e s i n t h e s i g h t o f a l l t h e c i t y h e o r d e r e d a b o u t 8 0 0 J e w s t o b e c r u c i fi e d ; a n d
w h i l e t h e y w e r e l i v i n g , h e o r d e r e d t h e t h r o a t s o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n a n d w i v e s t o b e
c u t b e f o r e t h e i r e y e s . " W i t h a d e t e r i o r a t i n g s i t u a t i o n l i k e t h i s , w h a t h o p e c o u l d
r e l i g i o u s J e w s p u t i n t h e i r o w n l e a d e r s h i p ? N o w o n d e r t h e M e s s i a n i c h o n e t o o k o n a
n a t i o n a l i s t i c a n d p a t r i o t i c a r i d p o l i t i c a l t o n e s o t h a t t h e J e w s o f J e s u s ' d a y l o o k
e d f o r a t r u l y r i g h t e o u s b u t a l s o a p o l i t i c a l l y s t r o n g s u c c e s s o r t o K i n g D a v i d .

Q The Roman Period. Nov.^ Rome rose as a world power and Jewi^sh facti onalism placed
right into her hands. In 65 B.C. Pompev took Jerusalem, desecrating the temple/asd
entering the holy of hol ies. Judaea became a Rom.an province with the last of the
M a c ' a b e e s m e n t i o n e d a b o v e r u l i n g a s k i n g s a n d h i g h p r i e s t s b y R o m a n p e r m i s s i o n . I n
37 B .C . t he l as t o f t he Maccabees was s l a i n by He rod who was no t r ea l l y a Jew bu t
c a m e f r o m e a s t o f t h e J o r d a n . H e e x p l a i n e d a w a y t h e c r i m e b e f o r e t h e R o m a n Tr i u m
virate and was made king of Judaea in the process. After conquering his domain by
force he hung on to power by cunningly keeping on the right side of the winners dur
the contemporary st ruggle for power in Rome i tse l f . Cal led Herod the Creat , he
should be called Herod the V'orst. He was a tyrant who bathed his own house and his
own people in blood. "History tells of few more immoral families than the house of
Herod, in which the intermarr iage of i ts members so entangled the fam genealogical
t r e e a s t o m a k e i t a v e r i t a b l e p u z z l e . " ( I S B E ) H e w a s m a x x i ^ d 1 0 t i m e s a n d h a d i n
n u m e r a b l e c h i l d r e n . H e m i i X i l e i i s i l s e v e r a l o f h i s v r i v e s a n d l o t s o f h i s c h i l d r e n , i n
l a w s a n d o t h e r r e l a t i v e s , a s w e l l a s p o l i t i c a l e n e m i e s . T h e E m p e r e r A u g u s t u s i s
said to have exclaimed, " I v jould rather be Herod's hog than his son." For him the
slaughter of the innocents of Bethlehem after the wise-men had tipped him off about
the birth of another king was completely in character. Withal, he was a born leade;
o f m.en , an as tu te and unpr inc ip led po l i t i c ian , and an exce l len t a rch i tec t . To ap
pease the Jews after building all sorts of arenas and heathen temples, he rebuilt
t h e t e m n l e i n J e r u s a l e m , fi n i s h e d a d e c a d e b e f o r e t h e b i r t h o f C h r i s t , a n d a c c l a i m e .
as one of the most beauti ful bui ldings in the v/orld. This was the trample where
Jesus was presented as an jnfant ^ where he celebrated His first passover at 12, and
where He worshipped and taught during His ministry. When His followers wanted Him
to admire i ts beauty. He predicted i ts destruct ion. Herod died i 4 R.C _ . unmourn-
ed and unloved. His son, Herod Ant ip;^s. cont inued the fami ly t rad^on of v io lence
and immoral i ty. . inc lud ing the beheading of John ihe "apt is t . The t ime had come ^
t o f u l fi l l t h e w o r d s o f M a l a c h i . . , t h e s e c o n d ' E l i j a h " a n d ^ ' t h e s u n o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s !

Conclusion. Like the darkness 'In the beginning when the earth was without form and
void and the Spirit of God moved over the face of the waters and God spoke, "let
i - h ,? rp be 1 i c rh t . " so mora l . sp i r ima l . ppJ^xUxa l and da rkness had sp read ove r
J u d a e a a n d i t w a s t i m e f o r G o d t o a c t a g a i n . A c t u a l l y H e h a d b e e n f a r f r o m i n a c t i v '
during the 400 years since Malachi. Culturally and poIitiially He had prepared for
a new age so that New Testament characters lived in a remarkably peaceful and pros
perous time. The spread of tl\e Greek version of the O.T. had already international
i z e d t h e H e b r e w f a i t h . T h e c o n s t a n t h o r r o r s o f l i f e i n P a l e s t i n e h a d d r i v c d ^ c o u n t -
l e s s J e w s a b r o a d w h e r e . t h e i r s y n a g o g u e s w e r e i n t i a l p r e a c h i n g p o i n t s f o r t h e G o s p e l
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The'Jews'had suffered under Assyrian. Babylonian, Persian, Egyptian. Syrian, RomaiLj^^
yes, even Jeivish tyrants and they were side of the weakness of human rulers. They^^
disgusted with priests so thoroughly secularized and so spiritually impotent. Only
God, God incarnate, Immanuel, could save them! Is it any wonder that common people
flocked to hear the stern exhor tat ions to repent f rom the rugged John the Bapt is t ,
and heard gladly the simple words of the Master, "Come unto me, all who labor and
a r e h e a v y - l a d e n , a n d I w i l l g i v e y o u r e s t . " ( M t . 11 : 2 8 )

F o r a l l t h e m e a n n e s s a n d h a t r e d a n d r o t t e n n e s s o f t h a t w o r l d , t h e r e r e m a i n e d t h o s e
hnmhie souls, faithful to God and His laws, unsoiled by the filth and^polution_abou
t h e m
t h e r e :
b e f o r e

, searching for the fulfillment of God's prophesies through Isaiah, Malachi, an.
r e s t . O f Z e c l i a r l a n a n d E l i z a b e t h i t i s w r i t t e n : " A n d t h e y w e r e b o t h r i g h t e o u s

oetore God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless."
The chief priests couldT pur.<p their evil ways, but there were also priests like hin
IVhen tlie infant Jesus was presented in the temple, an old man named Simeon who "was
righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of IsraelV* took the child in his
arms crving. '"Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy

' s e e n t h y s a l v a t i o n . . . a l i g n t f o r r e v e l a t i o n t o t h e G e n t i l <w o r d , f o r m i n e e v e s h a v e s e e n t n y s a i v a t i o n . . . a i i . g n t t o r r e v e l a t i o n t o t n e u e n i i i e
a n d f o r g l o r y t o t h y p e o p l e I s r a e l . " T h e C h r i s t - c h i l d w a s s i m i l a r l y w e l c o m e d b y t h
fai thful hal-mun-ni Anna who did not depart f rom the temple, worshipping w^i th fast-

t^.nd prayer night and day. Later the disciples John the^ Kantist asked Jesus,
^"Are vQU he who is k to come or shall we look for another?" All this seeking and
yearning was going on. . .and in the ' fu l lness of t ime" God sent for th His Son.

I f t he re i s any th ing t ha t t he book Luke fo rgo t t o w r i t e t e l i s us , i t i s t h i s : God
k e e p s H i s p r o m i s e s . H e i s n e v e r i d l e . H e i s a l w a y s a t v / o r k c a r r y i n g o u t H i s r i g h t

f^oes plans. Mo time is so dark but, what He can produce dramatic change. Far be it
f r o m m e t o p r e s u m e t o fi t i n t o a n y s c h e m e o f p r o p h e t i c t i m e t a b l e t h e r e c e n t u n p r e
c e d e n t e d v i s i t o f t h e p r e s i d e n t o f E g y p t t o J e r u s a l e m s e t t i n g u p a m e e t i n g b e t w e e n
erstwise implacable foes who have recently fought four violent w^ars,. .but T do know
t h a t t h e m i d d l t - E a s t s i t u a t i o n w i l l n e v e r b e t h e s a m e a g a i n . A m o d e r n i l l u s t r a t i o n
o f h o w G o d c a n a n d d o e s c a u s e t h e i m p o s s i b l e t o h a p p e n . . . w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t e x a m p l e
o f a l l i n s e n d i n g H i s S o n w h e n H i s p e o p l e v / e r e s u n k i n i i t t e j t : I m p e l . j n t h e
m i d s t o f o u r s o r a n y o t h e r e v i l a n d p e r v e r s e g e n e r a t i o n , w e l o o k t o H i m a l o n e f o r
s a v l t i o n , a n d c l i n g t o o u r fi r m h o p e o f t h e ^ i n a l r e t u r n o f o u r L o r d w h o w i l l u i s
f o r e v e r r u l e i n r i g h t e o u s n e s s a n d j u s t i c e a n d n e a c e .

"And so,*' Luke might conclî  his book, "0 TheophilHS, let me remind you of the last
words of our 01d Testament 'prophet Malachi: "But for vou who fear my name. the sun
o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s s h a l l r i s e , w i t h h e a l i n g i n i t s v ' i n g s " , a n e v e n t w n i c h h a s n o w
c o m e t o p a s s a m o n g u s , s o t h a t o u r o r o t h e r P a u l r i g h t l y s a y s , " B u t w h e n t h e t i m e h a
fi i l l v r n ^ T i e . G o d s n n t ^ n r t h h i s s o n , b o r n o f v / o m a n , b o r n u n d e r t h e l a w , t o r e d e e m
t h n c fi  w h o w e r e u n d e r t h e l a w , s o t h a t w e m i g h t r e c e i v e a d o p t i o n a s s o n s . ' "
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S c r i p t u r e R e a d i n g ; G a l a t i a n s 6 : 1 1 - 1 8

Te x t : " G o d f o r b i d t h a t I s h o u l d g l o r y , s a v e i n t h e c r o s s o f o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t , b y
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." (Galat ians 6:1^)

"God forb id that I should o lory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Chr i_st . " In

p r e p a r a t i o n f o r o u r c o m m u n i o n s e r v i c e t o d a y , I w a s s t u d y i n g t h i s t e x t l a s t T u e s d a y

m o r n i n g . T h e l a d i e s h a d t a k e n o v e r o u r h o u s e f o r W h i t e C r o s s w o r k , a n d I c o n s i d e r e d
i t p r u d e n t t o g e t o u t o f t h e w a y a n d d r o v e t o p e r h a p s t h e h i g h e s t p o i n t i n M o n t r e a t

w h e r e a n o u t d o o r v e s p e r w o r s h i p s p o t h a s b e e n p l a c e d o n a l i t t l e w o o d e d h i l l - s i d e .

S i t t i n g i n m y l a w n c h a i r I h a d j u s t p e r u s e d t h e c h a p t e r s o n t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e d e a t h
o f C h r i s t i n a t h r e e i n c h t h i c k t h e o l o g y v o l u m e a n d p i c k e d u p a n o t h e r b o o k e n t i t l e d

" K i n g d o m s i n C o n fl i c t , " w h e n a s m a l l v a n c a r r y i n g a c o u p l e o f g i r l s c a m e u p a n d

s t o p p e d . I g r o a n e d , t h i n k i n g t h a t m y p e a c e a n d q u i e t w o u l d b e s h a t t e r e d b y a c a r
r a d i o t u r n e d u p f u l l v o l u m e t o r a u c o u s m u s i c . I n s t e a d , a n e a t l y d r e s s e d y o u n g l a d y o f

c o l l e g e a g e s t e p p e d o u t , g r e e t e d m e , a n n o u n c e d t h a t s h e r e p r e s e n t e d t h e J e h o v a h ' s
W i t n e s s e s a n d s t a r t e d o f f b y a s k i n g i f I e v e r r e a d t h e B i b l e . K n o w i n g t h a t s h e d i d

n o t b e l i e v e i n t h e T r i n i t y . . . G o d t h e F a t h e r , S o n , a n d H o l y S p i r i t , n o r t h e d i v i n i t y o f

C h r i s t i n t h e w a y w e b e l i e v e t h e B i b l e t e a c h e s , I c h a l l e n g e d h e r o n t h i s p o i n t a n d w e

h a d a t e n - m i n u t e " d i s c u s s i o n " o n t h e s u b j e c t i n a n o - w i n a t m o s p h e r e a f t e r w h i c h I

c o m m e n d e d h e r o n h e r z e a l a n d s h e d e p a r t e d . I w a s a m u s e d t h a t t h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f

a group cal l ing thei r worship p laces "Kingdom Hal ls" had caught me beginning to read
t h i s b o o k " K i n g d o m s i n C o n fl i c t " a n d a v o l u m e o f t r a d i t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n T h e o l o g y .

M a y b e b y t h i s G o d w a s r e m i n d i n g m e h o w w h a t w e b e l i e v e a b o u t t h e P e r s o n o f J e s u s

C h r i s t a s t h e S o n o f G o d , t h e t h i r d P e r s o n o f t h e T r i n i t y , a n d t h e s i g n i fi c a n c e o f H i s

c r o s s i s t h e k e y p o i n t i n t h e c o n fl i c t b e t w e e n H i s k i n g d o m a n d a l l o t h e r k i n g d o m s .

T h e A p o s t l e P a u l h a d i n m i n d t h i s c o n fl i c t w h e n h e w r o t e : " F a r b e i t f o r m e t o

o l o r y e x c e p t i n t h e c r o s s o f o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . " H i s l e t t e r t o t h e G a l a t i a n s i s

c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e c o n fl i c t b e t w e e n C h r i s t i a n s , s o m e o f w h o m w e r e i n s i s t i n g o n

o b s e r v a n c e o f t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t r e g u l a t i o n s a n d c e r e m o n i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y c i r c u m c i s i o n

a s s o m e t h i n g n e c e s s a r y i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e c r o s s . H e k n e w h o w R o m a n s g l o r i e d a s

c i t i z e n s o f t h e i r g r e a t e m p i r e , h o w G r e e k s p r i d e d t h e m s e l v e s o n t h e i r s u p e r i o r

i n t e l l e c t u a l k n o w l e d g e , h o w P h a r i s e e s b o a s t e d o f p e r f e c t l y o b s e r v i n g e v e r y j o t a n d

t i t t l e o f J e w i s h l a w . H e h a d b e e n a p a r t o f a l l t h o s e c u l t u r e s h i m s e l f . W h y s h o u l d

he now g lo ry in tha t most desp icab le , indescr ibab ly ug ly, fo rever shamefu l , inc red ib ly

p a i n f u l m e t h o d o f e x e c u t i n g c r i m i n a l s a n d s l a v e s . . . b u t n e v e r R o m a n c i t i z e n s ? W h y
s h o u l d h e b o a s t a b o u t t h a t o b s c u r e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t , p o o r a n d l o w l y , o f n o a c c o u n t s o

f a r a s h i s w o r l d c o u l d d e t e r m i n e ? F o r t h a t m a t t e r , w h y s h o u l d a n y o f u s g l o r y i n H i s

c r o s s ? T h i n k o f s o m e r e a s o n s , a s w e a p p r o a c h t h e L o r d ' s T a b l e .
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L ; I j E f t R E S A V E D B Y T H E C R O S S . W h y m e n t i o n t h i s a g a i n i n t h e c o m p a n y o f
C h r i s t i a n s ? H a v e n ' t w e h e a r d t h i s t i m e a n d t i m e a g a i n ? O f c o u r s e . . . b u t J e s u s k n e w

w h a t H e w a s d o i n g i n g i v i n g u s t h i s s a c r a m e n t t o r e m i n d u s o f t h a t c r o s s , o f t h e O n e

w h o d i e d t h e r e , a n d o f w h y H e d i e d . H i s K i n g d o m i s i n c o n fl i c t w i t h a l l o t h e r

k i n g d o m s , a n d i t i s s o e a s y t o t a k e p r i d e i n o t h e r r e a l m s , a n d t o g i v e o u r a l l e g i a n c e
e l s e w h e r e . E v e n C h r i s t i a n s c a n t a k e p r i d e i n t h e i r m a g n i fi c e n t c h u r c h e s , o r s t a i n e d

g l a s s w i n d o w s , o r e l a b o r a t e c h u r c h p r o g r a m s a n d a c t i v i t i e s . T h e y c a n b e b o a s t f u l o f
t h e i r o w n o r t h o d o x y , u p r i g h t c o n v i c t i o n s a n d s p o t l e s s m o r a l i t y . O t h e r s c a n p r i d e

t h e m s e l v e s o n f o l l o w i n g s o m e c h u r c h l e a d e r a n d t h u s g i v e h i m t h e h o n o r a n d o b e d i e n c e

a n d a l l e g i a n c e t h e y s h o u l d g i v e t h e S a v i o r . S u c h t h i n g s c a n t a k e p r e c e d e n c e , a n d w e

n e e d t o b e c a l l e d b a c k t o P a u l ' s w o r d s h e r e , " F a r b e i t f r o m m e t o g l o r y e x c e p t i n t h e

c r o s s o f o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . " W h y d o w e g l o r y b e c a u s e w e a r e s a v e d b y t h e c r o s s ?

1 . T h e c r o s s t e l l s u s t h a t w e a r e s i n n e r s . " A l l h a v e s i n n e d a n d f a l l e n

s h o r t o f t h e g l o r y o f G o d . " I t s h o w s u s t h a t " t h e w a g e s o f s i n i s d e a t h . " N o e f f o r t

o n o u r p a r t , n o a m o u n t o f m o n e y, n o l i f e o f g o o d d e e d s i s e v e r e n o u g h .

2 . T h e c r o s s t e l l s u s t h a t S o d i s j u s t . B e c a u s e H e i s r i g h t e o u s H e c a n n o t

i g n o r e s i n . H i s n a t u r e r e q u i r e s t h a t s i n b e p u n i s h e d . " T h e s o u l t h a t s i n n e t h , i t
s h a l l d i e " p r o c l a i m e d a n O l d Te s t a m e n t p r o p h e t .

3 . T h e c r o s s t e l l s u s t h a t G o d i s l o v i n g . " H e r e i s l o v e , n o t t h a t w e l o v e d

G o d , b u t t h a t H e l o v e d u s a n d s e n t H i s S o n t o b e t h e p r o p i t i a t i o n f o r o u r s i n s . " < I

J n . 4 : 1 0 ) O u r F a t h e r y e a r n s t o h a v e H i s c h i l d r e n r e s t o r e d t o H i s f a m i l y .

4 . T h e c r o s s t e l l s u s t h a t G o d i s w i l l i n g t o s a c r i fi c e , i n o r d e r t o f o r g i v e

s i n n e r s . H e r e i s a m y s t e r y b e y o n d o u r c o m p r e h e n s i o n . . . y e t i t w a s t a u g h t w h e n G o d

p r o v i d e d t h e r a m f o r A b r a h a m t o o f f e r i n t h e p l a c e o f h i s s o n I s a a c . . . a n d i t w a s

t a u g h t i n a l l t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t s y s t e m o f a n i m a l s a c r i fi c e s . T h o s e s a c r i fi c e s h a d t o
b e w i t h o u t b l e m i s h , t e a c h i n g t h a t G o d w o u l d s u p p l y H i s o w n s i n l e s s a n d p e r f e c t S o n t o

t a k e a w a y t h e s i n o f t h e w o r l d .

5 . T h e c r o s s t e l l s u s t h a t J e s u s w a s n o t o n l y c o m p a s s i o n a t e a n d f o r g i v i n g

d u r i n g H i s e a r t h l y m i n i s t r y , b u t a l s o w a s s u p r e m e l y h u m b l e a n d o b e d i e n t i n g i v i n g
H i m s e l f i n h u m b l e s u b m i s s i o n t o t h e w i l l o f H i s F a t h e r .

6 . T h e c r o s s a l s o t e l l s u s t h a t a s u b s t i t u t e i s w o r t h l e s s u n l e s s t h e o n e f o r

w h o m i t i s m a d e a c c e p t s i t . . . a n d t h a t b r i n g s e a c h o f u s i n t o e q u a t i o n . T h e s i m p l e s t

a n d y e t m o s t p r o f o u n d e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e c r o s s i s i n t h o s e w o r d s , " C h r i s t d i e d f o r



u s . " F r o m t h e r e p e n t a n t t h i e f c r u c i fi e d b e s i d e J e s u s t o P a u l t h e e r u d i t e s c h o l a r ,

f r o m t h e m o s t i g n o r a n t s a v a g e i n a d i s t a n t j u n g l e t o c u l t u r e d s c i e n t i s t s t o d a y ,

m i l l i o n s h a v e f o u n d c a u s e t o g l o r y i n t h a t s i m p l e w o r d : " C h r i s t d i e d f o r m e . "

I I . U E f t R E B R O T H E R S 8 . S I S T E R S A T T H E F O O T O F T H E C R O S S . P a u l w a s c o n c e r n e d a b o u t

d i v i s i o n s a m o n g t h e C h r i s t i a n s t o w h o m h e w r o t e a n d s a w t h e c r o s s a s t h a t w h i c h c o u l d

b r i n g t h e m t o g e t h e r . D u r i n g t h e d a y s j u s t p r i o r t o h i s c r u c i fi x i o n , J e s u s w a s a n x i o u s
t h a t H i s f o l l o w e r s b e u n i t e d b o t h f o r t h e i r o w n j o y a n d f o r t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e i r

w i t n e s s t o H i m . To d a y , a m i d a l l t h e t h i n g s i n o u r w o r l d w h i c h t e a r u s a p a r t , b e f o r e

t h e c r o s s i s w h e r e w e a l l s t a n d o n t h e s a m e l e v e l g r o u n d . A s P a u l s a i d i n G a l a t i a n s

3 : 2 8 : " T h e r e i s n e i t h e r J e w n o r G r e e k , t h e r e i s n e i t h e r s l a v e n o r f r e e m a n , t h e r e i s

n e i t h e r m a l e n o r f e m a l e : f o r y o u a r e a l l o n e i n C h r i s t J e s u s . "

T w o h u n d r e d a n d fi f t y y e a r s a g o P r o t e s t a n t s w h o w e r e p e r s e c u t e d i n B o h e m i a a n d

M o r a v i a w e r e i n v i t e d t o s e t t l e o n t h e e s t a t e s o f C o u n t N i c o l a u s V o n Z i n z e n d o r f n e a r

D r e s d e n i n e a s t e r n G e r m a n y . A f t e r a t i m e t h e c o u n t w a s d i s t r e s s e d a t t h e q u a r r e l i n g

a n d b i c k e r i n g a n d s c r a p p i n g w h i c h d e v e l o p e d a m o n g t h e s e C h r i s t i a n g u e s t s . F i n a l l y h e

c a l l e d t h e m a l l t o g e t h e r a n d t o l d t h e m t o p r a y . T h e i r p r a y e r m e e t i n g l a s t e d d a y a f t e r

d a y u n t i l Z i n z e n d o r f m e t t h e m a g a i n a n d s a w t h a t a g r e a t c h a n g e h a d c o m e o v e r t h e m .
N o l o n g e r w a s t h e r e fi g h t i n g a n d f u s s i n g b u t m u t u a l l o v e a n d f o r g i v e n e s s . " W h a t h a s

h a p p e n e d ? " h e a s k e d . T h e y a n s w e r e d : " D u r i n g t h i s t i m e o f p r a y e r w e h a v e a l l s t u d i e d
a b o u t t h e c r o s s o f C h r i s t . G o d h a s c a u s e d u s t o r e a l i z e t h a t a t t h e f o o t o f t h e c r o s s

o f o u r S a v i o r w h o d i e d f o r u s , w e a r e a l l a l i k e s i n n e r s , w e a l l h a v e t h e s a m e S a v i o r ,

a n d w e a l l h a v e t h e s a m e s a l v a t i o n . O t h e r d i f f e r e n c e s a m o n g u s d i s a p p e a r a s w e

s i n n e r s a l l s t a n d b e f o r e o u r c r u c i fi e d S a v i o r s h a r i n g t h e s a m e s a l v a t i o n . " T h o s e

M o r a v i a n s f o r m e d a s o c i e t y w h i c h s e n t m i s s i o n a r i e s t o t h e e n d s o f t h e e a r t h , w h i c h

s t r o n g l y i n fl u e n c e d f a m o u s C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r s s u c h a s J o h n W e s l e y, a n d w h i c h c o n t i n u e s

t o d a y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a a n d h e r e i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a a s a g r e a t e v a n g e l i c a l b o d y.

N o h u m a n o r g a n i z a t i o n c a n d o w h a t t h e c r o s s o f C h r i s t c a n t o b r i n g p e o p l e

t o g e t h e r . N e i t h e r t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , n o r f e d e r a t i o n s a n d c o u n c i l s , c l u b s a n d
s o c i e t i e s c a n r e a l l y a c c o m p l i s h t h i s . B u t w h e n G o d ' s c h i l d r e n r e a l i z e t h e e s s e n t i a l

a n d c e n t r a l p l a c e o f t h e d e a t h o f H i s S o n i n G o d ' s p l a n t o r e u n i t e H i s f a m i l y , t h e n

a r o u n d t h i s t r u t h w e c a n w i t h P a u l " g l o r y i n t h e c r o s s o f o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . "

I I I . W E H A V E V I C T O R Y T H R O U G H T H E C R O S S . W h e n J e s u s d i e d f o r o u r s i n s , t h e m i g h t y

c o n fl i c t o f t h e s p i r i t u a l f o r c e s o f l i g h t o v e r d a r k n e s s w a s w o n . T h a t c o s m i c s t r u g g l e

s t i l l g o e s o n i n o u r w o r l d , b u t v i c t o r y i s a s s u r e d . P a u l s a w v i c t o r y i n h i s p e r s o n a l

l i f e w h e n h e w r o t e : " F a r b e i t f o r m e t o g l o r y e x c e p t i n t h e c r o s s o f o u r L o r d J e s u s



/ *«. Christ, BY MHICH THE UORLD HftS BEEN CRUCIFIED TO ME. AND I TQ THE HORLD." Acceptance

of the Savior as Lord, the forgiveness offered in His name, and the power of the Holy

Spir i t sent by the Chr ist gave him victory over the wor ld in which he once glor ied.

Li t t le wonder that the cross has become a symbol dupl icated in tens of thousands

o f ways . , f r om o rnamen ta l c rosses a round ou r necks to c rosses on s teep les and on
national f lags. The pract ice of the Roman Cathol ics of crossing then»selves cofnes from

anc ien t t imes when pe rsecu ted Ch r i s t i ans cou ld no t r evea l t he i r i den t i t y f o r f ea r o f

their l ives but used that secret sign as a sort of pass-word among themselves. Many a

travel ler meeting a stranger of another language has drawn a cross and found Christ ian

companionship and unity far beyond what words could ever express.

Ear l y i n 1950 a new bu i l d ing fo r a nu rses schoo l was comp le ted in ou r c i t y i n
Korea. The church here in America had raised funds to re-habilitate work following
the d isrupt ion o f Wor ld War I I . $30,000 had prov ided a bu i ld ing inc lud ing c lassrooms,

o f fi c e s , c h a p e l , d o r m i t o r y r o o m s , d i n i n g a n d k i t c h e n f a c i l i t i e s . O v e r t h e f r o n t
en t rance was a sma l l c ross , made w i th b r i cks p laced i n a s l i gh t re l i e f ou t f r om the

b r i c k w a l l i t s e l f a n d n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t i c e a b l e a t a l l . W h e n t h e K o r e a n Wa r b e g a n

and Nor th Korean communist t roops occupied our c i ty, they used that bu i ld ing as par t
o f t h e i r h e a d q u a r t e r s . S i n c e e n t e r i n g t h e b u i l d i n g m a r k e d w i t h a C h r i s t i a n c r o s s

ovei—head did not sui t these ant i -Christ ians and atheists, they cl imbed up and chipped

i t o f f l e v e l fl u s h w i t h t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e w a l l . S o m e m o n t h s l a t e r w h e n t h e y

re t rea ted and m iss i ona r i es w i t h Ko rean f r i ends re tu rned , wha t cou ld ha rd l y be seen

before was now clear ly h igh- l ighted. That cross, defaced as i t was, had been made of

br icks fi rmly mor ta red in to the wa l l so tha t ch ipp ing o f f the f ron t edge made i t many

t i m e s m o r e c o n s p i c u o u s t h a n b e f o r e . O u r C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y s a w t h i s a s a n

i l l us t ra t i on t ha t t he c ross o f Ch r i s t i s a symbo l o f t he u l t ima te v i c to ry o f t he p lans

of the A lmighty. We are reminded of l ines f rom fami l ia r hymns, about the "o ld rugged

c r o s s , t h e e m b l e m o f s u f f e r i n g a n d s h a m e . . . s o d e s p i s e d b y t h e w o r l d , s t a i n e d w i t h
b l o o d 5 0 d i v i n e " . . . t h e c r o s s o f C h r i s t " t o w e r i n g o ' e r t h e w r e c k s o f t i m e . "

CONCLUSION. Why may we glory in the cross? We are saved from sin by the Savior

who died there, we are drawn together as the family of God there, and thus was forever

won victory over sin, its guilt and its consequences both now and for eternity. May
the celebration of this communion service help us with Paul to say, "Far be i t from me

t o g l o r y e x c e p t i n t h e c r o s s o f o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t , t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e w o r l d h a s

b e e n c r u c i fi e d t o m e . a n d I t o t h e w o r l d . "

Not the labors of my hands can fulfil l Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow.
All for sin could not atone, Thou must save, and Thou alone.


