A BAD QUEEK ARD A GOOD PRIEST.

uFor the sons of &thalish, that wicked mmag, had byoken up the house of Gedj and
also all the dedicated things of the bouse of Jehovah did thoy bestow upon the Baslim,”
aind they bupied him in the city of D vid among the kings, because he had done good

in Isracl, and toward God and his house.? 2 Chron. 24:7 amd 16,

The orly queen ever to sit on the throme of Uavid was a notordously bad womang
Athelizh, that wicked woman. During the sams period of Judah's history thers lived
a good priest Yof oftw—thsracter—ami—devent—epirid®, Jeholada, who is described in
scripiure as hevin- “donme good in Israel and towand Cod and his house.t This is an
epitaph as cormendsble as thaet of Athalish is disgraceful.

1. A Bad Queen.

1) Her influence over her husband, Jehoram, The evil inIluence of ABH&LIAH was
tremendous, right in her own home, Of her husband it is s3ld; "And he walked in tie
ways of tie kings of Israsl, as did the house of Ahsbj for he had the deughter of
Aiab to wife: and he did that which uas evil in the sight of Jehovah." Someons has
tmade this smart remark: Ywhen you marry a ehilé of the devil dent't forget vwhom you
will have as fether-in-law,* Under the influsnce of his wife Jehoram wenb down to Fuine
Moreover he mde high places in the mountains of Judah, and made tie inbabitants of
Jerusalen to play the harlob, and led Israsl astray." Then there came to him Elijsh's
menacing letter foretalling the wages of all this sin, 'She sad story about him is
3uick1y told, as the wages of sin are paid in Jull. "And Yehovzh stirred uvd against
chorem the spirit of the Fhilistines, and of the ~rabians that are besdfe the
Eyhiopians,—"And ater all of this Jehovah smote him in his bowels with an |
incurable disesse.~— TAnd he departed without being desired.® No one rogretied viem
he passed awayes The influence of 8 bad wife is tromendous.

2) Her influence over her son, Ahazish, #He also walked in the ways of the house of
Ahab; for his mother vams his counssllor to do wickedly.” What 2 trajedy, a mother
eounselling her mn to do wickedly! Contrast Hanneh, the mother of Samugl, and MNoniea
the mother of Augistine, 4nd Susanna Vesley, 'the mother of John and Charles.

The fate of t)is poop, 'mfortunste son of Athzlish may be toldin a line: "Now the
dgstruction of thaziah was of God" op as the RSV tr:nsldles it-“opdained of Gad.”
tand the house of Ahaziah had no power to hold the kingdom,"

3) Her usurpation. It is not surprising thst such @ woman as Athalish, in order to gt
the throne for herself “arose and destroyed all the seed royal of the house of Judzh!
with ths exception of little doash, vho was providentially hidden in the temple.

vBut Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the idng, took Joash the som of Ahaziah, and atole
him away from among the king'!s sons that were slain, and pub him and bis mrse in the
bed-chamber, So Johoshabeath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the wife of vchoiada the
priest(for she was the sister of Ahazdah), hid him from Athaliah, so that she slew him
not. 4nd he was with them hid im the house of God six years: and Atha.dah reisned over
the land.” The heroine of this story herc aprears as the aunt of the little boy Joashy
and the wife of the priest Jeholde, who is ¢o be tl® hero as the story proceeds.

2. A CGood I'riest.

1) Jehoisca's Conspirscy. Here vas 2 priest evidently sent to the kingdom for & time like
this, to be used of the lord in working His purposes out. ie secured leaders in the
kingdom to cooperatgwith hin in an effective plan to rvesist the queen, amd to set little
Joash upon the throne. "And a2ll the asssmbly made a covenant withffthe king in the house
of CGod.ind he(Jehoiada) said 'mto them, Behold, the king's son shall reign, as Jehovah
hath spoken concerning the sons of Ydavid.® then the time was ripe; “Then they brought
out the king's som, and pub the crown upon him, and geve him the testimawy, and made
him king: asnd Jehoiada and his sons anointed him; and they said, long live the king."



Vhen Athalial} heard the noise of the people; of tle guard, and of those who praised tie
king, she vent her elobhes and ssld, Troasonl treasomd She was quickly slain,
The result of the conspiracy was Joash crowmed, Athalish slain,

2) Jehoiacz'z sponsoring of a covenant.fnd Jdehoiada made a eovenant botween himself,

and all the people, and the iing, that they should be Jehovahis people.” The results of
this covenant were both destructive and constructive, destructive in that Baal worship wms
abolished, constructive in the appointment of the officeps of the house of Johovzh, under
the hand ofthe prissts and levites, "To offer humt-8fferings of Jehoveh, as it is written
in the law of iuses, with rejoicing and with singing, cceording to the order of David.®
An2 rothing unclesn was allowed to entrp the house of Jehovah. #¥ms And they set the
king on the throme of the ldagdom."So all the people of the lend rejoiecd, and the

Wy wes quist. And Athaliah they had slain with the sword.?

33 Jdehoisdals influeuee vpon Joashe An influence of the opposite sort Jcohoiada
exopcised over the young king, Joash. “And Joash did that vhich was pight in the eyes
of Jdehovah all the days of Jeholads the priest.? The main cood interest that Joash scemed
to have was in the repair of the temple, “And it ocame {o pass aftepr Lhis that Jeash

wes minded to restore the house of Jehovah, Neve Jokodiads wes his rFight hand man for
the accomplishment of this task, It was he who was instrumntal in the setting wp of the
doash Chest beside tle altar, on the right sidebs ome cometh into the house of Jehovahe
It may e noved in this succeseful fundra ising wmdertaking; the proj et was duly
authorized; il was thoroughly adv-rtised; its pwrpose was clezrly explaincd; the

appeal was based on scriptures an effective method of collzeting the monsy wes used

and assurencs was given that it wovld be properly cceounted for,"(Cocdridze ’a.-’ilson.s

4e Jeholzda's influemes in the k2 art of the worship in the temple, A1l the doys of
deholade not only did Joash do that which was right in the eyes of dehovah, hut also
they offered burst offeping ip the house of Jehovah conbinuelly 21l the days of Jehoizda,
Thus Jeholade was influential not only in the matterof the repair of the temple, bub
also in the maintainence of the true worship in thgterple,

5« Jeholada's son, Zecharish, Following the death of Jehoiada at ths good old age of

130, the people forsook the house of Jehovah, the God of their fathers, and lapsed

into gross idelatry. In the midst of this situstion"the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah,
the son of Jehoiada the prisst; and he stood above the people, and said unto them,

Thus saith Cod, Why tw S8 ye tle commandments of Jehovah, so that ys annot prospsr?
because ye have forsaken Jehovah He hath forsaken you. And they conspired against him,
and stoned him with stomss at the commandment of the king in the eourt of the house of
Jehovah., Thus Joash the king remsmbered not the kindness which Jsholada his father had
depe o him but slew his son. And when he died, he said, Jehovah lgok upon it, and
require it." Jehoiada's son, Zaehariah was probably the last Old lestament martyr.
Contrast his dying words which cried for veageance with Stephen's which orled for
foergiveness, This martyrdom is evedently referved to by Jesus in Matthew 23:34-35 when

in denouncing the Pharisees He s8aid, "4l ¢t upon you may come all the righteous blood shed
on the eartll, from the blood of Absl the righteous 'mto the blood of Zacharish son of
Bgrachiah, whom ye slew between the sanctuary and the altar.” Such martyrs as he Jesus
also may have had in mind when he ubﬁ'ed the beautitudes of Matthew 5:10-12 "Bleased

are they tha' have been persecuted for pishteousness sake-— Blesszd are ye when men shall
repro2@ you, and persecute you, and say all mavmer of evil against you falsely for my
sake, Rejolce, and be execeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for &o
persecuted they the prophets which were before you.’

Some of the most strikingz lessons for us from ¢ e scripture we have just reviewrd

may be briefly stmmyized o5 follows:

1, The curse of marrying a bad woman. "Bo not wnequally yoked with unbeliewers.”
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2« The power of influence, wrongly or wightly used.

walue of the
3+ The comparative,contributions wmade by Joash and Jehoiada to the temple,
The contributicn o? Joash was for the material needs~the sepair of tha temple, vhich
was a good and important vork thatheeded to be dome, and Yeheifa helped him to get
it acccmplished. However, thru the influence of Jehoizda the spiritual necds in the
worship were observed, in the continual ofiferins of burnt offerings all the davs
of Jehoiada. It wes a burnt effering that Abrahm' offcred up on Mount loriah, tie
lemb, the substitute for his son Isaae typifying 'the Lamb of God to take avay the
cin of the world. All the dgys of Jehoiada there was being fopeshadowed by the
burnt offerings the sacrifice of the Savior to coms,

4+ The righteous judgment of God upon sin. This fearful truth brought out repsatedly
in the story is emphasized in the f£inal rebute of Zejeharish "Because ye have forsaken
Jehovah, he hath also forsaken you,® tBe s yowr sin wvill find you out."

5. The patience and acngg-sﬁferingwgf Ged, In the midst of the wrath of God that
came upon Judah and Yerusclem for thelr guiltiness are recorded this cvidenee

of His grace, "Yet he scat prophets to them, to bring them again wmto Jshoveh;

and they testified zrainst them: but they would not give ear.” The many prpph-ts of God
in émerics today erefa strildng evidenee of the pstience and longsuffering of Cod.

L et us take particular note of one more passase in our story vhich img diately
follows the acecount of the terrible eins of Yehorem, king of Judah, "Hdpeit Jehovah
would not destroy tie houschf David, because of the covenent he had made with

vavid, and as he promised {o give a lamp to hi‘p end to his children alwgy.®

liow let us have ieter on tle day of Femtecost to make tie application of all of this
in thege words:

"Repent ye, and be baptized evsry one of you in the name of dJesus Christ unto

the remission of eins; and ye shall receive the gift of th Holy Spirit, ‘
Fop the promisc is unto you, and to your children, and to all that arc afar off, ewxn
as many as the lord owr God shell ¢all unto hime"



