The importance of tke message I being to you toda y can hardly be overestimated. Its
gource 1s Jesus himself. He evidently spole i*. with slight variations on four different
occasions vhen His diseiples wore present./The Holy Spirit considered it so important
as to have it vecorded six times in the gospelssas follows:
;I-ilgdthaﬁt findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth his life for zy sake shall
Q
. ]
nPop whososver would save his life shall lose ity and whoscever chall lose his life for my sal
shall fingd it,o :
nFop whososver would save his lifs shall lose it§ and vhosoever shall lose his life for my
sake and the gospel's shall save it,"
"For whoseever would save his 1ife ehall losk its but vhoscever shall lose his life for
mybsake, the same shall save it.°
wihoseever shall seck to gain his life shall lose ft; but whososver shall lose his life
shall preserve it(Gr, save it alive)y | :
"Ho that loveth his 1life loseth it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it
wbo life oternal.®

These wopds are paradoxieal inm form. Here is a profouns st tememb, yet its moaning is
obvious, Self-seeking is self-destroying. Self-sacpifice is the path to true life.
To make self the main object of life is the sure way to destroy self, But to lose ong's
gslf for Christ s cake is the sure way to f£ind the true life cternal, It is the
vrineiple of the eross, a mever failing law of life.
uiive for self you live in wain; Live for Christ you live again.”

ilet us look at the four diffezent otcasions vhen Jesus spoke these words:

Yatthew 10:39. He is sending forth his twelve diseiples on 2 missionary toure
cormissions, cautions, encourages, and tells them of the cosh of diseipieship.

"He indogtzdrniated the dozom that they might evangeliso the milliom."

Ag Hle nears the climsx of his charge to thew we find the first menticm of tle cross

in the Nev *estament. Ho sgys, “nd he that doth not take #p his cross and follow

after me, is not sorthy of me. Hg thet findeth his life shall lose ib; and he ta ¢ lossth

his life for wy sclke shall find ib,° | ’

If Christion leadership is vorthy of the name, and is 4o accomplish its mission

successfully, this fundaremtal law of life bere stated by Jesus must be follovgd.
As He sends you forth as wiimessss for Him, vhether en Lhe cbuegeﬂﬁmms;,. or in the
wome, the chupch, or to the ends of the caPth, or to give to drinfjons of these
1ittle ores a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, be zure t0 remsubery
as one hao stated ib, that it is "in the wnselfish seeking of life for othezs that
the vedeemsd life fimds 45 oun greatest athdevement and happinesse”
A song vhich is in tho form of & prayer that|Imlearned in Swaday school years age bas
these wordsy ‘ :

2lopd, delp ms live from day to dayy In guch & self forgeiful wey,

That eves vhen I kueel o pray, My preyer shall bo for obhers.

Others, lord, yes, O'I:hara, let this oy Ll be’”
Holp mo to live for others, That I may live lile Theee®

: . The sscond accasion in the Bibliml zecord whem Jesus
stat 5 never 18ild v of life was of such tremendous Impordance that 4 is
recorded by each of the first three gospels. Ib was following His first amnouncemsnb

of Bis oun sufferives upon the cross, and just before His transfigurations You yemember
Petapls Satanic reactiom to this aunowmesront. lLike you and I he was tempted %o want the
crown uithouh the cress- & temptation of the same matwe of tle esptation mR “atam
propoged to Jesus the wildermess. In tho hour of personal meed of vichozry over

wB ido'wpll te remembor and obssrve thus primeiple of the ercsss later in his life ‘Pe%r

' tﬁ%emd and e%mi@n@ed self-zemmeiation for Christ's sake, and under the inspization
of Holy Spirit urote his £irst epistle which so wonderfully develops tle themg,
l




“’ﬂmoggh Suffering to Clory.Y

Diust Jesus bear the cross alone, And all the wrld go free?
Ho,there®s a cross for everyone, ind there’s & cross for me.”

The consecrated oroos I'11 bear Till shall set me froej
Apé then go home my crown t0 wear, Pop s 2 cromm for me,.”

_&%ﬁm third occasion where Jogus utteped these words, as fap as recorded,

was in the thi at@eaf%gﬁ:gwto{mmtowmm.nwasmm
before the triumphal entyy. He was teaching Hi- disciples about tie coming of the
kingdom. He indicated something of the world catastrophe vhich they might expsct in
connection with the second eoming of Chidst to the world. At the time of this supreme
world crisis will this law of life thru sacrifice etill kold good? By wxy of warning
He says, "“Remember lot's wifet-shat she didsab the time of the tatastyophe at Sodom,,
and the fateful yesult to hep, Hep thgught was on sarthly thinpss Her interest was
perishing possesvionce Aftor saying, “emenber Iot's wife! Jesss continued the thought
of that great day coming, and repuabts,Uihessever seaks to gzain his 1ife shall loso 4%;3
bub whoscevey siall Jose his life shall save it alfive.? This wndanrging principle
applys in the preeent time, and it will apply at the end of the age. ,
Thomas & Bempis seid, "Tho slgn of the cross shall e in Iy aven when the Tord comoth

\to‘ Sudgment,” ’ ,

oJchn 12:25, The fourth occasion vher Jeous spoke these words wes in all probabiliyy
on that most eventful Twesdsy Just befors the crucifidon. Un that previens Balm

Sundey He bad been bailed as King. Perhaps that hag brough{ Him t0 the attenticn of
vertain Grecks who desived to see Him. The movement of Johm s account which regords
Jdesus? words &t this time mgy be glirpsed something like this: There 45 presentod the
petitlon of the Cpesks, We would sec Jesus®. Jesuc then gives a pre-vision. Mo gahdy
“The horr is coms that the Son of Map should be glorifisde” He sees 4n the zpproach of
the Grecks,as ons hes stated &b, " & first-fruit of the harvest to be reaped thru His dying."
As tho Kiny come to Zion He foreshadows whet Be is to effect ot the Cposs, namely tho
destrudtich of the Fmpdive of “ztap, and the estshlsghmenifof tle umiversal spirttunl
kingdam of the King of kings. He them {llustyates this law of life thm sacrifice by
a pareble from pature of the graim of wheat. “Werily, verily, I sy unto you, Imeept a
grain of vheat fall ind$ the esrthand die, ib abideth hy itself alone, bub 1€ it die,
it bearsth much fruit." In the words of amother, #Christ's life thru death provagstes
similor lives.® Then comps that desp yst simple paradoxical statement of Jesusy

“He thht doveth his life losoth ity amd he that hateth his 14€s in this world shall
keep i wmto life ctermal,” , - -

" we for self you live in vainglive for Christ you live again,®

The law of life thru sacrifice has its mtchless illusteation at Ualvarye It hos its
uachanging illustration in nature. It has its rractieal application in the rrecept and
wremise of Jesus which inmediately follow, Nobt enly must the King gain the crowm W owy
of the oross, but also the way of t'e servent of the King must be thra guffering o

glory. dosus contines to =3y, UIf any m@m serve me let him follow moj and wheve I amy
there shall also my servank bLe; if any man sebve re him will the Fier honore”

When I wes 3 student at entwe College I attended a Youmg People's Conference at
Hlue Ridgs. AY a vosper sergice oub im front of Robept E.lee hall I heard Oy, Robert
E.Spear make a talk based on these words of Pesus. That was just abowt 40 years asos
Todsy I camwotrell you snything of the words of “r. Spear, but I do semenbey whabt Jasus
said o mo that day. For uh scever would save his life shall lese ity amd whostever ghall
lose his life for my sake and tle g0s:el 5 ehgll b.? These very wozds of Jesus
80 grdipped me that they have blessed my life to this 'day,

“hat are you deing or going to 4o with your 1ife? I has been pointed out that & srain
of wheat may be eaten or it may be sown into tlp pround. Your life may be ecten op it
g@' ba ﬁgmb It may be dsvotod to self-gratification, o p it may bs Fielded as a living




Shail ﬁreu not jamug; saying kil fpom the heart, For the love of Christ constraineth usg
becasve we this Julise that one died for sll, therefore all diedy and he died for all,

that theyhthat live should uo lomzer live wio themselves, but wnbo him, whs for their sakes
died and rose again.®

"Have you heard tho tale of the Alee-flant, thet grows im the southern clime?
By an humble grouth of a&htmm'ed years it reaches its blouming time.

And ther in a wondrous bid at its croun, bupets into a thousand flowers;

T35 a {lorel queen , in it bosuly geen,

The pride of the tropical bowers,

Have you further hosrc of the aloe plent thet blooms in the soubhern clime?
waerymofitatmmdm,asmesrfauatt}w aing time,

is an infemt plant, that fastens its roob in the place where it &1lls on tle ground;
4pd a5 fast as they fail from the dying stem,

Crows lively and lowsly around.

Have you heard the story of the pelican-the Arab's gimel-bar?
Have you beard how it loves s tendep young,

And toild and eares for their good;

It bwings them water from fountains afap,

It sezpeltes the sea for their faod; |

In famine it gives them uhet love ean devise,

e bfidoed of its bosom, and in feeding then,dies,

Have you beerd tie tale tusy toll of the suan, the snow vhite bird of the lake?
It quictly flosts on the sllveny waves, it silently sits in the tp ake,

It saves its song til the close of life, and then in the soft still even,

lid the golden light of the settinmg Sup, it sinss as it soars towmrds heavon.

And tle besubiful nofs fall back from the skiess

¥is ist only song, for in singing, 3% dies,

Have you heard these talss, shall I tell you of One, far greatep and better than they?
Skall I tell you of Him whom the hoavens adore,

Bofore whom the host of them 2119 ‘ i

How He lofi the choir and tlo anthems above, for the earth with its wailing and wosy
To sufier the pain and shams of tho Cross, Go die for the life of His foos?

O Prince of the Wblesi 0 sufforer Divinsl ,

Ubat, sorrov and sacrifice equal to Thine?

Now hear these tales, ye wesry and 82d, sho for otiers do give up yowr all
Tbe seed tha ¢ is mourished 4n the earth's dapk bosom must & 11, :
The sced tint seems lost in the edib below, will retwn many fold inm ile ear;
By deatfj comes life, by loss comes gains

The joy for the Lear, the mesce for the pain,

"Por whososver would ssve,his life shall lose 483 bul whosoever ghall. lose his life
for ny sake amd the guspel‘s ghall save it.n



