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GOD WITH US IN NATIONAL CALAMITIES,

"Give ear,0 Shepherd of Isreel, Thou that leadest Joseph like
g flock; Thou that gittest above,the cherubim, shine forth,
Before Ephraim and Penjemin and _anasseh, stir up thy night,
end come to save us, Turn us agﬁin,o God; And cause thy face to shine,
and we shall be saved," Psalm 80jl1-3,

Here is the first paragraph of a prayer of the psalmist,
evidently uttered at a time when ancient Israel was suffexring from
national calaemities, In this prayer the psalmist is imploring God
to deliver his people from their distwesses.

That we are in the midst of national and even international celamities
today is evident to anyone who reads the papers or listens to the
radio, Let me merely namef some of these calamities-
1-Contined crime in high places and mot much being done about it,.

- 2-laeck of adequate Christ anleadership and stateemanship in eur-

government,
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dn-tome,

S5-The undercurrent of communism da-thie~counts
6-Wholesale intemperance,

7- Sabbath descecration,

As in the age of the psalmist so today we neec to cove us
the good Shepherd, the glorious Light, the great Strength of
ﬁafael, and the gracious Savior,who is Christ the Lord,
s we wander in our frustration we need a Shepherd, In our darkness
We need Light, in our weakness we need Strength, in our sinfulness
we need a “avior, -

1, THE GOOD SHEPHEKD, "Give ear, O Shepherd of srael, Thou that

- leedest Josepl like a flock,"

The thought of the Lord as our Shepherd is one of the most
beautiful and comforting to be found in the Bible, What hes been
called the ;gearl and crown" of all the Psalms is the 23rd perhaps
the most familiar passage in the 0ld lesteme-t, One time wﬁen I was
behind five locked doors lesding a service where about 80 crininally
insane men were present, I said, "Let us all reg:at together the
23rd Psalm§ A great-volume of voices joine: me saying, "The
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want,” The gospel prophet, ILsaiah
takes up the figure in chapter 4O, and says, "He will feed ﬁis flocﬁ
like a shepherd, he will gather tﬁe lambs i his arm, and carry them
%n his bosom, and will gently lead those that have tﬁeir young,"

hen to crown it all Jesus says, "I am the good shepherdy the good
shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep,--- And other sheep : have
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they st 11 he:r
my voice, and they shall become one flock, one shepherd,"

"Give ear, O Shepherd of ‘srael, Thou that leadest Yoseph like
a flock.” 1In this section of the §1asms the word "Joseph” is
frequesntly used to apply to all Israel, At the same time the very
name of the patriarch,Joesph, brings to mind a character who was
faithful in following the Shepherd of 4srael, and a man who in the
exercise of faith won suchvictories of faith, Joseph walked by faith
and not by sight,
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Dr, Zwemer points out that some of Joseph's victories of faith were
(1)Victory over temptation to despond-ney. Wher thrown into the pit,

or when sold as ﬁ_slave in Egypt, he did not give up to desgair and
despondency, (2 e won the vﬁetorx over temptation to impurity in

the house of Potiphar, He said, "How cen I do this great wickedness

and sin against God?"(3)He triumphed over the temptation to abuse his
power in bgypt, end (4 he wom the victorgigf the temptation to take
revenge on his brethren who had tyeate so cruelly. In it all

he recogniged God' lezding hand. said, "God sent me before you to
preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive by a

great deliverance,” And by faith Joseph belleved that his people would
inherit the promised land, and be lcd back to Canzan under the guidingn
hand of the Shepherd of Israel, and by faith gave eommandment concerning
his bones, Sngh faith as this we need tgday as we pray, "Give ear,

G Shephers of <srael, Thou that leadest Yoseph like a flock,."

2, Not cnly do we need the guidance and care of the §ood Shepherd,
but we algso need to be illuminated by THE GLORIOUS LIGHT, and to
tarry in His Presence, And so the prayer continues in these wordss
"Thou that sittest above the cherubim, shine forth,"”

In His directions- concerning the ark in Exodus, chapter 25,
God continues to say, "And there I will meet with thee, and I will
commune with thee from above the mercy-seat, from between the two
cherubin which are upon the ark of the teatimony.“ Isaiah must have
been familiar with this 0ld lestament symbolism when he said to his
people, "Arise, shine, for thy light is come, end the glory of
4ehovaﬁ is risen upon thee.” And the apostle John may have had it in
mind when he wrote,"God is light,, and in him is no darkness at
alle=if we walk in the light as he is in the 1§ght, we have-
fellowshlp one with &nother, and the blood of “esus his Son,
c¢leanseth us from &ll sin,"

Toduy in the midst of the shadows, the storme, the strife and
the sufferings the Christlan still hes access to the God of glory,
and th privilege of communion with Him, Suffering saints still have
the mercy-seat, ‘

"From ev!ry stormy wind that blows,
rom ev'ry swelling tide of wvoes,
here is a calm, a sure retreat;

YTis found benerth the mercy-seat."

There is a place where Jesus sheds
‘he 0il of gladness on our heads

A placethan all beside more swee%;
It 4s the blood-bought mercy-seat.

There is a scene where spirits blend,
Where friend holds fellowship with friend;
Tho! sundered far, b: faith they meet
Around one common merey-seat, ’

Ahl whither could we flee for aid,
%hen tempted, desolate, dismayed?
Or how the hosts of hell defeat,
Had suffering saints no mercy-seat,

There, there, on eagle wings we soar,
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And sin and sense seem all no more, ‘
And heav'n comes dewn, cur souls to greet,
And glory crowvms the mercy-sest,”

"Thou that sittest above the cherubim, shine forth,"”

3.We neei not only Hi glorious light,"The glory that crowms
the mercy-seat”, but in.our weakness we need THE STRENGTH OF

ISkAELs The ps2lmist felt this need as he continued to pray:
"Before Ephraim and penjamin and Yanasseh, stir ap thy might,
And come to save us, ,

The tribes here mentiored were immediately next ¢to the ark
in the plan of march thru the wilderness. Strength for the
wilderness Jjourney had to come from God himself, As in the
wilderness days, so at this present time we nee: to pray that his glory
and his power be revealed., More ne-der that atomic energy is
the victorious strngth of almighty God, Not by might, nor by
power, but by my 8pirit, saith the Lord of hosts,’

Individuals of the tribes of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Yanssseh
had experienced His saving power, Of the tribe of Ephraim were
Joshua, who lec¢ the victorious conquest of the promised land
and Samual, that man of God who was mighty in prayer- a spiritual
power who prevailed with God and fth man, Of the tribve of Manassch
was Gideon, who delivered lsrael from thehand of the Midianites
not in his own s trength, not by a poliey of expediency. On the
other hand we read that the Spirit of the Lord clothed himself with
Gideon, and that man s motto as _he went forward in triumph was,
iThe sword of the Lérd and of Gideon."” VUhenthe tribe of
yemjemin is mentionec out thoughts qick1¥ turn to the New

estament, to that Benjeminite, “ayl of larsus, who with his

God-given strength was useu of God to turnthe whole course of
mankind, He was not disobedient to the koavenly vision, &nd he
was enabled to say, 'I can do sll things thru Christ who
strengtheneth me," O that ewr natiomstoday might be characterize:
not b inside rotienness, but by the strength of the Christian
character of its individual citizens. The prophet ¢f o0ld tells us
clearly the Source and the secret of such strength when he says,
"Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard? The everlasting God
Jehovah, the creator of the ends of the earth fainﬁeth not, nelther is
wearyj there is no searching of his understana o de givetﬁ powear
to the faintj and to him that hath no might he increzseth s trength,
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall
utterly fall: but they thzt wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount u£~wit wings as eaglesj they shall run, aad
not be wearyj; they shall walk,and not faint,"

be In our wilderness wandering we need to follow by faith the
Shepherd of Israel. 4s we grope in darkness and ignorance we need
the lighgiand fgllowship of Hignglorious iighb. Igngpinweakness
we nee tent power. Onee more our sinfulness we
need gggﬁgﬁﬂg 53329@, So our prayer mist be, "Turn us agein,

0 God, and cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved,"

We and our peole heve sinned, The vine which God has planted

and cuased to prosper is imperilled and is perishing. Sur:ly it is
time for us to stir up ourselves and take hold of God,

This little word “turn’ which begins this final verse before us



is a gregt prayer word and also a greatevangelistic word, The

prophet -eremiah is a prayer for mercy recorded at-the close of the
book of yamrntations says, "Turn thou us unto thee, O Jdehovah, and

we shall be turnedy Remew our days as of old." In an evangelistic
appeal in the bgok of Ezekiel are found these words, "Asl live :
saith the Lord “ehovah, I have no pleasure in ths death-of the wicked,
but that the wiéked turn from his way and live: turn ye' turn ye from
your evil waysj for why will ye die, O house of lsrael.”

Conversion, £s commonly used in Christian terminology, has
been well described as followss "Comversion is that act of a
regenerated soul excited by the grace of the Holy Sgirit by which
it voluntarily and spontaneously turns from sin to hrise as

avior. It first apprehends a point to which to turm, and then a
point from which to turm.--It is the desirableness of Christ
which causes it to turn from its sinfulnees.” That desirableness-
of Christ is felt in the heart when God causes His foce to shine
Ho who shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge o
the glory of God in the face of gesys Christ. :

You have seen the sunflower early in the morning, yith its
head bent towards the ground and drecping. But the sun 8 rays
begin to shine upon it, and these-is a change in that sdunflower,

It 1ifts up its head, and turning, it follows the sun in its course
across the skies, and in following blossoms forth into a big
beautiful flower, That is a picture of the sinful soul who turns to
Jesus who has become the Light of his life,

vI heard the voice of Jesus say, I am this dark world‘s Light;
Look unto me, thy morn shall r{se, And 2ll the dag be bright,"
I looked to 3esus, and I found In Him my Ster un

And in that light of life I'1l walk, T4ll traveling 5ays are. done,

And George Matheson, though physically blind, yet with
wonderfully clear vision of the glorious Light of owr gracious
Savior, wrote these words:

"0 Light that followest all ny way,

1 yield my flick'ring torchto Thee;
My heart restores itg borrowed ray,
That in Thy sunshine's blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be."

May each of us today follow the good Sheggird who gave his life
for the sheep, 'The Lord hath laid on him the quity of us all.”

Let us look to the glorious Light, Jesus said, 'I am the light
of th world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but ¢
shall have the light of life,"

- Look to Him for victorious strenth, as did the apostle who
gaddg "Nay, in all these things we are more thanconnguewsvss through
him that loved us," _

. Look for salvation into the shining face of our gracious
Savior, the Lord of glory, who was crucified.
ﬁay the response of each of us be,

"Thou hast bled end died for me,
I will henchforth live for Thee."



