GOD'S E¥ES AKD MANIS MEART,

"For the eys of Jehoveh Tun to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself
strong im the behalf of them whose heart is porfect towards hime" 2 Chron. 16:92,

These words were addressed to fsa, king ol Judab, a good man who wae b ,
vebuked fop his sine It had beeu said of him that his heard wms perfect with <ehovsh
all bis days. Evidently this meant, not Lhit ho wes without sin, for "sll have
sinnsd and eome short 05 th glory of Ged", bub that he wms vholsheartedly & ithiul
to the trus worship of Yehouvah in combrast +¢ the mony idolaters of his times.

The story of isa tolls u both of his faith and of his fetlurcs, hao a mescage of
salvation and eomiord for us Loday. ’

1, Asalg Yaith,

The faith of “sa was revealed espeedally in his leadorship of the reformation in his
kingdem, in his reliames upen Jehovah in & wap with t he Edhiopians, in his response
to the words of the prophet &zarish, and his leadership inm a real spirdtucl revival
among hils pegpic.

In a badly meeded reformation Asz breke dowm aud he built upf He brake down vholesale
idolatrous worship. In our country todsy there peeds to be brokwn dowm wholesale
intemverance, and vholesale deseepation of the Sabbath. And Ase built wp apd prospered.
Building up defence against an egoressive engry s both seripturel and wise meny times

in the 1ife of & nation. In wepr with the Sbhioplans Asa eried upto the Lord his God
and sald, Jehoval there i5 none besides thee to help, between the mighty and him that
hath no strength: belp us, O Johovahm our Gody for we rely on thee, and in thy name are
we come agzinst tlils great multitude; let mol man prevall agzinst thees" So Jehovah
smote the Ethiopians before “sg and before Judahy and to Ethiopians fled.c

In response to the words of Aszarfia’- the prophet Asa took cowrage and led a grest
revivel in Judeh,
He removed the sbominations out of the land.
Bg ranewed the altsh of Jehovah, that was bofore the porch of Jchoveh,.

- Hg Yed 3in the sacrifice unto Jehovsh.

The people joyfully sought Jehovah wi'h a1l their heart and with all their soul, and He
was frund of then,

Asa also wascourageous enouvgh even to remove the gueen mother fron being queen becauss
of hey flagrant idolatey,

2. Asalts Pailwre.

Asa who thus did that which was good and right in the eyes of “ehuvah failed
particularly in two vays, and suffered accordingly. First he mady ap unholy allisuce
with the beathen king of Oyrls, relying on the king of Syris wather than on Code
Ihe result wac disasterous. The host of the king of -ywia escaped out of the hand of
Asa. Later Judsh suffered greatly from this undefeated emery. TFor this folly of
this .nholy slliance Asz was frankly rebuked by Hapani, the seer, in the midst of
vbieh reblite is cmbedded this golden bext of Lhe Asa stowy: Top the aeyes of Jehowvah
mn te and fro throughout the whole earth, t¢ show himself strong in the behalf ef
then whose heart ic perfect towards him.? [ing Asa, like many a good person sinee
his day, f3ilsd to take the rebulm in the same B cious spirit in vhich it was given.
HBe flew itno & fit of rage, ot md at the preacher, and actunlly pub hin inhd prisonm.
Another blob on U e gemerslly good recopd of the King was his failure to seek $he help
of deghovah at the time of his serdous sicimess. “4nd in the thirty and ninth year of
his reign Asa was diseased In his feet.; his disease wes cxveeding gioat: yet in his
disease he sought not to Jehovah, but to the physiclanz.t Aftepr two yeurs he was deads



3. The Eyos of f}enwah. |

that w® hawe bermed the golden~bext of tl® fsa stomy has a good nevws oossage of

Instruction and hove for every mem of faith, who iilke Ass has his faulte-ind tlore is

none vighteous, no rot one. This goldepe~rmb tells us much about the kind of Cod e
havey and of what He does for His childrom. UFor the eys of chovah mm 0 and fro
thronghout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the teflal? of thom vhose heart
is perfect towzrds him,” A theologlan im looking at this verse my say thet it sussests
the ompiscience, omipresence eond ommipstenee of Cod, Howewver, these smme truths heze
suggested may be more profitably stated in the languzme & little child cen wmderstand.
In fact tlere are fiw geestions and anmvers in the <hild's eated fom which moy make an
exeellent exposition of thds texbe

1) vhen cne hears the expression so frequently used im the Bible, "the gges of

the Lexd" is is easy to tLhimk of God as having a bodily form :7ith cyes and hands amd

feet. To prevent our recciving this child-iike impression, and to stote comething of

te {yus pobure of God we have the simple question and ansver in the child’s catechisn

2 follars: ihat is God? God is 8 Spirit, and has not @ body lilm men. This was taught m
fron uwy early childhood, end ii made a lasting impression. It helped e latcr on in

life better to undorstand the words of Jesus to the womon of Sameria when Ho said,

@804 is @ spirit;amd they that worship him pust worship him in spirit end $n trutn,®

- 2) fyothsr guestion in the thildls catechism is this, Where is G8d7" And the answer
is; %Go¢l is svermhere, tFor the cyes of the lord rux to and fre throvghout the
uhole earth.” He is on the batilefisld, vhether the fizht be with the Ethiopion or the
Syrdan, the Chimese or the Russian. He is in the sick-voom, uidbher 3 B & discase
in the feel like Asaia, or whelher it be polio or cancer, He iz in the duwrd: bls or litile
tho it my e, thore  ouor three ave gathered together in Christ's pame, He is there.
He is in 4l home, “e is in the school, He is 4b the place of business.
Then our earthly co'orts fail, then our foes and fears prevail
i7is the time for earrest prayer.God ic present everyvherce®

3) A third guestion is this: YCan you ses God?® Ho, I camnob sze God, hut Fe alweys
fges m." This adds nuch %o the truc conception of God. In contrast to our physiesl
oyes th: eyes of the lord-who is 2 Spirit mm $o0 and fro throughout ¢ he whole carbth,
His gyes are alvays active and wide -awake, “fnd there i no crosbuwre $hat is not
manifest in His sipht; but all thincs ere maked and lzid oren before the eyes of him with
whom we have wo do, '"Behold, he that keepeth Israel neithor slunbers not sloeps,t

I egunot see (od but He aluaye sces mee One of the eariisst scripture verses T

learned was "Thou God secst me,Yand thet word “scest” was hard for my little lire to
speak,. These were the words uttered by Heser in hep affliction out in the wildermess
viens e hed been cast out from the hresence of Saraks God sees szach member of the
&gam home today. UThe eyes of the Iord sre in every plage iweping watch upon ¢he evll and

4) L fowth question elesely roiated Lo the ope just memtione: is, uDoes CGod lmenr 211
things?® "Yes, nothing con be hd from God,” Fron the time of our first psrerts sirmeps
have tricd without suceess to hide themselves from God. Jonah teied to flcg from
the precenee of Jehowah; and you knewr the ConsEgUEnceSe

Tt is voporied that & devico hes recentiy becn invented thot can piclk uwp the tonversation
in a closed roon meny miles distemt. This Siertles, and abwst frightens us, and my
meie us gore cereful a- to what we sgy. 4t the seme Sime it Sllustrates the stupendous
fack thed God knows ell things. Hothimg can ke hid from Him-the thoushis of our
hoszds vhen in dho inmor most eloset of gur home are all kmown $o Hin, Angd what is
more e Inows ell ths past, ami all tie present, and all the Arkurc,

1T mov my hweavenly Fatloz lmows; The storms that would oy ugy oppose,

Ind He can deive the clouds exmy, ‘nd turn ny darimess into day.

L wnows, He lqwwsy And tempers evrrywind ¢hat blous,?

5) This hrings w to the £ifth simple question about Cod foud in the child's mbechimm.
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%Cap God do all things?? "Wes, God ean ¢o all Dis holy will." Yhat an excellent answep
to fdve to a little child, and for that maticr tc & moture Christian, & little child was
asked this guesticn; "Is therc angthing God carmet do?! Her reply revealed a wonderful
spiritaal ineight as she replied, "Tec, e comct sec wy sins thrm the blood of Jesuse”

Uhat is Cod's will in regard 1o people In gemeral. Second Peter says in anmer, that
He is not willing that any should perish, but that 21l should core S0 repeniancs.
¥hat is CGod's will in vegsrd to all belicving hearts? fcpording to owr golden texb it 4s

to sho hinsely strong in Lohalf of them. In the words of the grand old lymm, “How Dfivm

a fourdation" God is rcpreschted as sgying +o the porcon who has a Tirm foumdation laid fop
his faith, these words, “I'll streugiben thes, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by uy vightcous, omi.stnet hand.w

iplg wo In ouwr own sivength confide,
O striving would be losing.

vere not the right wAn on owpr sidey
The mn of Cod's om chocsing.

Sost ask who that my e,

Guelst desus, it is He,

iprd Sabeoth Dis munsy

Fram age to age the game,

ind Yo must win the battle.

Tha. typical miszionary hero of &ll the ages saicd, I can do all things thrm
Chrict whostrengliiens me." And in another ong &This letlers lie suid,

“decause i Lhou shal® confess with thy wudl: Jesus as lomd, and shalt believe
in Gy beart that Go ralsed him fromibe deed, thou shalt le saved; for withtibe
woigo: Beard men beligveth wnbo righteousness; and with the mowth confossion io
made ‘mto salwvation.? '



