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ROW WAS THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED?

Séripture: Neh,2:1-8
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exile, Hot only is this Smportzmt fact horo yecorded, but tis first half
of the book of Menemian tells us how it vas dono. It was aceamplished thru

prayeyp,
,thru(hd'smaaalsader,mdthmamopnembadanﬁndhom-m, Ged'sm,

and God’s psople.
1. Prayer,

The book of Vehamish opens with a touching secene in the palage of the Persisn Idng
in ths city of Shushan, Nehomiah, ome of the childrem of tho captivity, and ¢up-
bearay o the king; had just yecoiwved thyu his brothor the heartbresking nevws
mtmwatammﬁmammmm%mm
conecerning Jerusalem that the wall had besn troken down and tle gates therof burmed
uith five, Nchemish, veeping and mourning soon turmed vnto fasting and praying.
hmmpphmtxmmwmmmmmmmmkm
laid for tie building of the wall of Jerusalem. llchemfah was not only moved with
m&a@fwﬁsm@h%ﬂﬂﬂ%,%mmﬂ&ae@mﬂaﬂmw
Gods In hﬂsmmﬂedinmcatimiasetfathawwmlmeeptﬁn ’

He 35 the Jod of heaven, @ name used by Cyrus, m,mmsmm»em
toDeity alsoamfomdindonahmﬂamel.ﬁe&adehm,thammt

Cod, Heistmcodofsustiw,mdtmeodofmw‘ Nehemish contdmplates the -
majesty, the feithfulndss, and the compassion of Gode Then follows. 4 deep confession
of sin, confession being so characteristic of tie prayers of the perdad of the
mwmmmmmmmmmmﬁmmm%mmm'a
pmdaeswthepeniwm,meammegmatmdem&onmnmamdeloﬁngvﬁth
his particular petition presented.
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mm&m&mmmmmmmmmmormor.
his prayers may be ealled impreeatory(sce §:4) showing'hds angry jealousy for ths
honow of a jealous CGod," Agpin he joins in wited prayer with his brethren."But wo
made our praycr unto our God,"and set a wotch against th and pight.? Thus
thRy cormected theiy prayers uith wotehffilnoss, It wa in Gethsemanse thet Jesus’
wmmmm,w&mw.mmmm@mmwm
vall, and observe how that prayer is not only the grownd work but also the very vwarp
and woof of tle whole enterprise. "Except the Lord build the house they labor in vain
that.mmait.ﬂmeptwemxﬁmweawmmmmmmmmm.n

2, CGod's ﬂlan as leadey,

Take a@,look &t Nehemish, God's mmn who ves used to lead in the building program g
ﬁm%mwmmmmﬁmﬂmm&amdm,mWw
Maedbe@nsdw‘smma He vas o Jowish @ptive, Ho was ‘eupbearcr to th Porsian
king, Ho was erusalen, o vas reforper of Iayecl, Ho tms £irst on the
listofthememtemofhistim Look at him a little more closely and you will
sse him as Christ-lile, ecurageous, cz2utious, challenging, ¢onscious of the ewemy, -
and not . flo vas Cartst-like in that ho was moved with cofpassion for
!ﬂadistressedpeo@s,mmsmmmrwm ave. He vas eo '
in malins a ‘end daring raguost of - lﬂng.madeﬁniwmq‘mstofthis~
king was °th might build the wall of
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When you and I aprroach the King of kings we do woll to yemember the vorse of the
hym vhich says, 4 , o
“Thou art ¢aming to & King, large petitiens with thee baing,

For his grate ond powoy are such; Nons can ovey ask too much,?

vhen Nehenizh®s yequest was granted he impediately recognized that 4t was according
to the good hard of Cod upon him, He also recognized that the purpose. of this roquest
vas pot to seck great things for himself, but to “gesk the welfare of the childrem of
Isresl,"and thet God had put it into his heart to do this fop Jerusalem,?

This Christ-lila, eouwragcous man was almémof&utim.ﬁeﬁaaeammmm

- pequest for a safe conduet to Jerusalem, He believed in having authorized passports.

Ho had the religion of cemmon semse. Again he was eauticugin his famous midmight .
ride over the eity of Jerusalem in opder to get the neaded advance information
vithout the kmowledge of the eneny. In @1l of the poople to the task ho vas/a
challenge and an inspization tq them, included himself iy the exhortation-
"Come, and lot us bufld up the wall of Jerusalem.” For their encowagament he !

them "of the hand of my Cod which was good to me, and also of the king's words,

The very opirit of this ehallengi-g leadep was an inspivation to the people to arise

anf to build, and to stR their hands for the work., It _has been said that
Steday, as in the time of mish, the supreme nsed is inspiration.” This
izspiratimemestmumnzmms.mmaof&dfora'mgmytaek.

Hehomthdms a man over conscicus of the enemy,2nd he governsd himself ascordingly.
He was avble t0 the Lurking dangers., He lm % that Sanballat and his party wove
grioved at the plans for mbuﬂding:;g}:,mtmymthg enterprise, mmﬂa?

WGMMWWM answer to the encmy of Gud's psople

e stated the sourde of his ones-"The God of hesgwen, he will prosper us”,
e&nmw@mmdmmmwmbwerimtw&m
the onsmie & ¢daim to'a part In Jérusdlien. “En‘therep.’tyg%; h wo heapr ths
Church refuging to lmpud bend to the till of the world, @ fiss o right to
trespass on her wm.n(am%mE was no place in Nshemiah's building
progrem for peageful cosxistence ith Satem,

He without a doubt beélisved im tho use of arms when necessary, @s doss our oum
Yestminst r Confession bf Falth, He used stwategy against the enemy. He eucouraged the
lsaders and the rest of the people not to be afrald, but to = B3 not ye afraid
of them; remsmbor the Iprd who i8s great and terrible, amd t for your brethren,
your sons and y wr daughters; your wives dnd your houges-— dup God will fight fop us,"”

5% goous aleo was Uohemish is dealing with the eneny within the ramks of Israel.
courageo:sly depounced the vhole practive of usury, having in mind tho particulay
situation of creel usury emong the brethren, ti ers’thenmelvas,anﬂls gusceedsd in
the abolition of usury.  In this commection be showed his oun interest in the ccomomic
distress of his people, and his ovm unselficimess. He an' his bpethren did eat

the bre governor baecouse the bondage was heavy upon the people, was not

only » bt algo asiion. Vhat an exenple for prosemt day rulersd

Nehemich had emother quality so badly nsedly by our Lresent leadership,[Ho did
aot compromise with the evil forees of his day, lhen he wes Pepeatedly invited hy
the intriging ensmy to the conference table in the plains off Omo he d@findtely ansvored
in tle megative. Yo h ‘onfidence trick’eavght him, and his famous ansuer still
kolds good today, "1 am'doing a greast worl, so that I cannot eame doun; why should the
tork cease, whilst I leave it, and come dovm to you?? HeitHer did their dangcrous
rumors for the sake of frighteming him accomplich their purpose, mor did the smavo
of the false prophot caftich him, sizengthemsd as hs was thru repeated ejaculatory
prayere How modorn all this sounds$ but vhere -¥o the lchemfahs of today?

The New Testament chureh has something to eay alenz thess as under t o inspiration of
the Holy Spirit the apostle John says, "Beloved, belicve not every spirit; but srove
theswﬁtsmethertmyamof(hd;bemema:wfalse_pmphetsamgoneout to
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the world( Hewchy lmow yo the Spirit of Gods every spipit that confesseth that Jesus
Christ is eome in the flsch is of God: and evory epivit thal 'egseth not Jesus

is not of Ced: and this i3 the spirit of the artichrist, ¥8 have heard that it
comath; and now it is in the world already,”

3. Fop the People had a Miwmi to Worle,

130 the well was finished’-How? Thmu prayer, thru the leadership of God's man, and
once more, “Fop the people had a mind to workd, Cod, God's mam, God's people.

The apostle Paul seid, "e are lshorers togcfiber with Gode"

Without strength thiru prayer the leador was helpless, Without leaderchip the pesple
would have been confused and conguered, Without the poopie with a mind t0 work the
laader would be like®a vateh that lseks both hands, as useless ghem it goes as when-
it stande.lne third part of this thiee-fold smswer a8 to how the wall uas finished
ie stated in the words of “chumiah himself, "Jor the peopls had a mind to worlk,’ -
Cod used not only the leador, but also the wank and £ile of the people who were sueh an
dmportant part of the whole enterprisd, God could have dome & all without tho help of a
leadey, or without the help of the peoplo, but that is not His method, This truth

i3 expressed in the s bogimming, "God has no hands but our hopnds—-*

Cod usss qualified s but Ho uses a great many more follovors., leadershin must
have workmonchip. Grownd forgces are nesded as well as generals, and a lot more

of tle ground forces,

RS The work of building tho wall, as may bo expseted, had its special difficulties,
. %mmmtmtdmgarofmbs&aﬁmby&m‘m.&mmﬁwmtmﬁw
part of Judsh who said, e are mot ahle to build tie walle® It just can't be dome,
- There was delay bocause of t ke enemy. Then there was disgrage in the Jevdich ranks,
vhen the nobies of Teloa just balked on walking, Their disgyaceful epitaph is simply
this, "But. their noblap put not thoir mecks to the wonk of the Lopde"

Gn the other hond the work of the Lovd wemt forvaid, It was a good vork, "So thoy
strengthened their hawis for the good work.” It was & well-orgzanized work, right men
in the right places, The dstalled work was recognized and vecorded. The high priests who
avidently led off in tho work sanctified it, Of one mam it is simply vecorded that he-
Yearnestly” repaived austher portion of the wall. That one woyd, "earnsstly" mekes a
most henorable epitarh for Barush the son of Zebbai., The worlk of those who slmply stood
mmmwm‘mmmmm@mmmmedwmnu,
or richt along with, sorvants who wrought in the work, this reminding us of the
words of John lHilten im bis blindness, "They also scrue who stand and wait," ‘

¥ken “ehemioh sav tip completed 1 all ke gave honor to wiom honor was due. Uhen he
said "So we built the wall" I am sure he must have had in mind, Cod, God's man, and
God's people, for from bogiming to end he recognized the good hand of God im it all,’
even when he said the yeason for the suecess was thet the people had a mind to vorlk.
Again the aopstle complotes the idea vhom he says, "For it is God who worketh in you
both to will and to work, for his good pleasfive,® :

Vhen the heathen enemies saw that the wall of Yerusalenwas fihished oven thoy
recognized that CGod had doms 4t (6:16) “Per thoy percsived that this work wes wurought
of our God,” Right now we are raminded that vhen tio glordous m stchless ok of
redemption was eompleted after Jesus had sadd UIt §s findshed" and had yielded up his
spirit, "the centurdan and they that were with him watching Jesus, when they sar the
ecarthquake the things tkat were dome, feared exceedingly saying, "Tyuly this was tho

of God,” How was this suprens work accomplished? The wowd of the cross gives the
enswera Ouwr erucified and visem Savior and Lowd gadd, 1 will build my chuwreh.®
Do you have a mind to wrk in this building? Are you listed under the bamuer of the
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