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JEHOTAH I THE 1IFE AND REICH COF JEHOSHAFHAT.
"By m> kings ¥eign end princes decres justice.” Praverbs 8:15.

In Proverbs cmpter 8 tAsdom is personified, epparently foreshadouing Chrdsty
the Homium Power of Cod apd the Uisdom of Gods In this chaplér this Uisdom of Cod
is 3epmsented as saylng, "By me kings reign and pedinces decree justice.” The story
of “ghoshaphat is an excollent comemtary on $hese words in Proverba. Head the siomy for
yourssif as it is found 11y in 2 Chron.chapbers 17-20, and $ind tlere Jehovah
in the life amd yelign of “choskarhat.

T, Jehoshaphetts Personal Religion,

ehoglmphat gvidently pub God £irst in his personal life. "And e walked in 21l the
Ry of wsﬁm?; he tuwrned nob aside fyem i, hat which wes pigtt in the
eyes of vab, "1 Kings 22:432. In the first peragrapk aboub him ip 2 Chronieles,
the fullast accounb, are theso words, YAnd Jehoveh wuzs with Jehoshaphat, bocouse he
walked in the fipst ways of his fother Bavid, and sought nob unbo i Baslim, Db sought
to the God of his fahbep, and walled 4n his commandwents, and not after the doinge of
Isrzel. Thorefore Jeho: stablished the kingdom in his hend.® At the very frout doow
of his life's stgry w have this iefy hanging on the outside. It is a womderful sational
blessing wien 2 “ohoshapaht poits into the Vhiie Houscs

II. Jehoshaphat'’s Righteous Leadership,

With a few notable excaptions the leademhiia of Jchosharhat was pighteous iv chapacbews
fis was a reign oubetanding for the place Jotwvah tad in it, as will be scen in a
guick vevisw of twelve featupes pr'avents of his yeign of 25 yuars is:-{iferuaalem,

1, He built militery defenses. In this connection we are told that 3@110@!3 woe with
him, and that “chovah sotebl shed his ldnmgdom, Deferse agpinst aggression is vecopded
and not disapproved.

2. Ye crusades aBinst idolstry. :

@u»nd the remnant of the sodomites he nib zwmy oub of the lamd.® 1 Kings 2246

b. Uewpthelzss there are good things found im thee, in that thou hast pub sway the
Asoitith out of the land, and ha t sob thy heard to seek Codet 2 Chyom.l1923

flis crusacde gpainst ldolatry which was go strongly emtrenched in #e lond wms

not entirely sfccessful, for mear Lthe end of the pecord are these woric :'Rewsridmrisns
Etrrehoraseremboiidvy Hovbeib the high plae.esy were not taken away; neiither an yob &
people set their hearts mito the God of their fathers,? He did nob lead then as fap
&3 ho went himse'f, There are outstanding sins in our country today that should be
glven a frontal attack-Ssbbath desecrgtion, imtoxicating drink, shamoful immorality.

3. He sponsored Bible conferences. He sent princes and priests and levites thru the

3uxmt.rsr to do the teaching. VAnd they taught 4n Judeh, Iaving the book offthe law of
shovah with them3 and thoy wend aboub throushout all the eities of Judah, and taught

among the people.' Surely such work @3 this is sorely meeded in our counhry today.

- 4o He had influence with the foreign powers. Following the record of this teaching

of the \av is this intetesting statememts "And the fear of Jehovah fell upon all ths
of tle lands that were roumd sboub Judah, so that they made no war upon

Jehoshaphat.” Following his victory ovee Hoab and Ammon this fear of gehovah on the part
of his enemies is again evident. U"And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of ¢ he
comtries, thon they hoxrd that Jehovah fought against the enmemies of Israsl, So the
yealm of 3ehoshaphet was quiot; for his God gave him rest round about." He experienced
the truth expressed by the Proverb uhich says, "hen a man'e ways please tke lord He
maketh even his enemies to be at psace with him."
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5» His glliance with Ahab. Here is the mos{hatabls excsption th his righteous reign.
"Row Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundanee; Joinsd affinity with
Ahab," He even gave his dadiifter in marrisge to the AnabllThis wholy alliance
v3s more of a eurse than a blessing, as is alwgys the czes of suth entangling
alliances- a lesson that owp wmtwwly to learn and follow today,

At the same time Jehovah did not for Jehoshaphat even in the midst of this
entanglement, and Jehoshaphat did mot forget God. In regard to the proposition of
Akab that Ramoth-gilead be attacked dJshoshaphat sought the word of Jehowzh thru -
the prophet of Jehowah., Although Ahab wes killed in the expedition, the lifo of
Jehoshaphat was spared. “And Jehovzh helped himg and God moved them to départ

from him." However, his vhole affinity with wicked king Abab was the eccasion for
his receiving a severe rebuke after his retura to Yerusalem. The re,cord continues
as follows: "And Jehochaphat the king of Judah returned in peace to Jerusalem. And
Jehu the son of Hamani the seer went out to mset him, and said torking Jehoshaphat,
Shouldest thou help tke wiched, and love them that hate Jehovah? for this thing
wrath is upon thee from bafore Jehovah, Novertheless there are gosd things found inm
thee, m@ot.‘l;ft thou hast pul away the Asheroth out of the land, and hast set thy heavrt
to seck o

6. His personal evangelism, Over against this affinity with Abab theve comes a marked
advance in his righteous leadership. "And he went out again among the peeple frem
Begp-sheba to the hill-country of Ephraim, an? brought them back unto Jehowah, the Cod
of their fathers.® Here was & most important home mission enterprise led by the

king himself,

7. His righteous administration of justice. He set judges im the land, and his charge to
them indicated his desire for the exercise of righteous judgment, He said to thoss
appointed to judge: uGonsdfer what ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for Jehovah;

and He is with you in the judgment. low tle refore lst the fear of jehmh be upon yous
take heed and do ib; for tle re is no iniQuity with Jehovah our s nor respact of
persons, nor takingof bribes.— Thus shall ye do f&in the fear of “ehovah, faithfully,
apd with a perfect heabt.” "Deal courageously, and Jehovah be with the good.”

Here are most practical words for Yashinston, D.C. and every state capital, and every
eourt of Justice in the land., In the spirdt of these words tlz prophet Amos would

ssy, "But let justics roll down as waters, and righteousncss as a mighty stream,®

- 8. Victory over Moab and Amon. Here is perhabs the spiritual high water mark in the
reign of Jehoshaphat, where victory over the ensfmy comes thru prayer and sirging
praise unto Jehovah, A great mltitude of the epemy came up from beyond the sea,

and had arrived at Engedi. The kins and the people of Judsh immsdiately set themselves
to seek Jehevah. The king's public prayer in the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem at this
time is the great prayers of the 0ld Testament. It will repay our careful
reading and study. It concludes with these words: "0 owr God, wilt thou not judgs them?
for we have no might against this great that comath against usj; noithor know
we what to do: bub our eyes are upen thee." The spirit of this prayer was not limited to
Just ths ldng. Following his prayer we ars told that "zll Judsh stood before Johovah,
vith their little omes, thelwr wives, and their childrem.” Please note especially

that their 1ittle ones end their children were at Ghis prayermgeting., I am thankful I
was taken to prayermeeting from my childhood, One reason so few young people of
high schoel age are in owr church srvices today is because they were aot takem to
chure in their childhood, With united prayer %{h&l pmpasation to moet the

enemy continued as the » Jahaziel, wpor] Spirit of Ychovah @me in the

midst of the assembly, of the prophet s words of encouragerent and inspiration
wera: "Thus saith Jehowvah unto you, Fear mof ye, neither be dismgyed by reason of this
great multitude; for the batils is no¥l yowrs, bubt Godls.—~stand still ye , and see the
salvation o%ghmrah with you-— for Jrhovah is with you." This was attended hy tle
worship of Yehovah on the part of the people. The k ing then added his cxhortation

to the poople: "w+Believe in £mi Jehoveh youwr God, So shall ye de established; ‘believe

.

his pro s 60 shall ye presper.”
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', /j “And vhen he(the king) had talken comazel with the peopls; e appointed them that
should sing unto Johovah, snd give praise in holy array, as they wemt out before the
arny, and says Give thanks umto Jehovah; for bhis loving-kinduess endureth forcwr.
And when they began to sing and praisc Jehowsh set liers in wait against the children
of Ammon, Fozb akd Hount Seir that wers come against Judah; and they were smitten.®
The enemy wss routed and despoiled., Compare Koreans singing "A Mighty Fortress.!

9« The valley of Blessing. Following the wictory Jehovah was not forgobten, inds

{ie was tlz active cause of their thanksgiving and praise. "They assembled in the

valley of Beracan; for there they blessed Jehovah; therefore $ie name of thet plaes was
called the wlley of Beraecah unto this day. Then they returned, every mn of Judsh

and Yerusalem; and Jehospphat in the forefront of them, to g0 again to Jerusalem

with gEexixfoy; for Jehovah had made them to rejoice ovar their ememics, And they

came toderusalem with psalteries andharps and trumpsts unto the house of Jehovahs®

that a wonderful vay that was to celebrate victory over an enemyd God gave rest and quist.

10, - Alldance with Abazich, Jehogfiphat's wealpess shown dn his affinity with Ahab
comes to light again uhen he joined himself with Ahauish king of Israsl;“the sams did
very wickedly: and he Joined himself with him to malw chivs for s mardtime entexprife
together, a leading motive probably being to gt gold from Ophdr. For this

enterprise Jehoshaphat was asain rebuked Ly the prophet who ssid to him, “Bacause
thou hast J oined thyself with Ahazish, Jehovah hath destroped thyforks. And the
ghips were broken, so that they were not able to go to Tarshish,

11, Alliance with Jehoram. It would be thought that ﬁ this time Jehoshaphat would

have learned his lesson about the evil of ynholy i 8 i A e

e rEeEwoulatave loarnedts However, when Yehoram king of fsmel asked him to join
hinm te fight Moab, he assented "in spite of the prophetic censures of his alliance

with Ahab ajd Ahaziah; perhmps because ke was us to inflict further punishment
on the Hoabites for theit inroad into Judsh (2fhron 20), and to prevent any recurrente
of the same.?(lteil) Although the king of Hoab was defethed OUthere cams greatwrath
upon Israel; and they defasted from him, and retmned to their om land.”

Bowever, even in this experience thered were ggod things found in Jehoshaphat.t

Vhile Jehoram despaired of the situation before the emsmy Jehoshapbat put his

dependence upon Cods He gsought thru the prophet the guidan ce of God, Also the

VCFy presence d°‘f Jehoshaphat had 2 good influence upon the pgrophet Elisha,

At this time “ehovah miraculously saved Judah and Isyael from water shobbags.

12, The ministry of the probhsts of Jehovah o Jeuoshaphat. God blessed Jehoshaphat
particularly as Ue does mny a heed Of & nation dhru the min&@ﬂofthe szm ‘

sent to them, Hezekiah had his Isalah, and Eisenhower hig ,

Jehosaphat had Meaiah; Jebu, Jahaziel, Eldiozer, and Elisha., It is significant’ to
note thet the first mentioned prophet wes for guidance, the second for webulz,
the r enconragement, and inspiration, the fourth for mebuke, and the £ifth
for 2 ALL of this is nseded for the promotion of a righteous leadership.

o sum up the vhole story let us observe finadly that Jehovah in the 1ife and reimm
of “choshaphat wes evideneed particularly in His Presgtice, His Power, His Grace,

His Wrath, and His Gui&&m:e.
1) His Presence. "Ancd “chovah was with Jchoshaphat.” The guspel of the King of
goncludes with His wobds, *lo, I am uith you | Sy even unto the end of the agee
2) His power.Thercfore Eehovah established the ldngdom in his hands,®
"Eellejujah: for the lord our God, the Almighty, reigneth.v
3) His grace, "Give thanks unto Jehovah; for Bis lowingkindness endureth forever, '’
"Por the grace of God hath appeared brincing sabwtion."
%) Bis wrath.'Bor this thing ¥ wrath &8 upob thee from before Jehovah,”
UFor the wrath of God iz revealed from heaven against all wngodliness and unrightcousness
of men, vho hindep the truth in unrighteousness.? .
5§ Cuidemes, "But he sought to the God of his father.® “Tho Ioxg :lstnur Shepherd;I shall
not. want-—— He guideth me in paths of righteousmess for His name's sake,.t



