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S ' SOME FIRST DESIRES OF TIE RISEN CHRIST,.
Nark 16:14-~18,

é%mductaggg » The last chapter of Mark records three eppsarances of Jesus on
e day of the wsck, ‘

1) To Mary Magdalene

2) To two as they walked on the way into the country

3) To the eloven themselves as they sab ab meat,
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1. That the Gospel Condition of Salvabion be fulfilled His own disci .
uiithout faith it is impossible to please t The disciples hed licved
Mary who had told them that sho had seen the risen Christ-Verse 1l.
Heithor believed they tho witness of the two who had had the interview with the
Jesus on the way to Ixmaus,
Then when Jesus eppeared to the eleven themsclves "He upbraided them with the
unbelief and hardness of hoart, because tiey belicved not them Lhet had seen
or He was risen,?
There is no record of Jesus rebuking His diseciples for their all forsaking Him
on the night before the crucifixion, He looks deeper ab the heart of the cause,
to root of all sinning, namely , unbelief, Faith in Christian peoplels all
importent, It is o first dosire of the Li: loxd. Like Abraham we need a feit
that belicves and keeps on belioving thst God al to the impossible,
, , Rom, 4:21-22,
2. To ses the missionary commiosion earried out,
Havf%'g emphasized Lho need of faibh in the aisciples the missionsry cormmsnd
dmmedistely follows- Vorce 15.Go ye and preuch the gospsl.
Hark's gospel 15 a book of good ¢ s from the first chapter to the last,.
1) The first line in the book sgys, 'The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.” In fact this good news begeh in the garden of Eden, and is
recorded in Genesis 3:15. |
2) Mark lilh~15 tells us that Jesus esme presching the gospel, and He said,
Wils and bolieve the o '
3) In %aBS Ho says, "For whosoever would sgve his 1ife, shall lose it and
wvhosoever shall lose his life for my 8ske and tle gospel!'s shall save it.'~-
Heref linking the gospel definitely with himself,9Similarly in 10:29 He says,
tYorily I say unto you, there is no man thet hsth left house, or brethren, ov
sicters, or mother, or father, or children, or lands , for my sake, and for the
gospel's sake, but he shall receive an hundr:d fold now in this time, houses,
. and brethren, and sisters, and mothers and children, and lsnds, with persocut ionsj
S and in the world to come cternal life.n
B 5;1 In 13:10 Ho says, " And the gospel must firet be preached umbo all the nations,'
6) In U439~ He said concerning the womsn who anoimted him with the precious
eirtment, "Wheresoover the gospel shall ba preached throughout the whole world,
thst also which this woman hsth dons shall be spoken of for a memorial of her,?
7)Then in this last chapter comes the climactiec good news that the Lord is Risen~
the climactic corbert of the gospel message.

The £irst General Assembly of our Soubhern Presbytorian church recognizing
this desire of ths Risen lLoxd that His Miscionary Commission be carried out
proclaimed it in this way; ‘

The Generel Assembly decsires distinctly and deldboerately to proclaim on its
‘ aubaxme‘ t:g as 1t.m1:n:lmfnrlad :o the world the command of our Savior,! Go yo irto
VOr preach the gospel to every ercsgture,! regarding this as the
supremc end of ito organization, and t t '
oF hor Lordts B mmiggd dugts on, & omi@ee o it the imiisp.enaable condit.ion
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3, To see tho Whole Crestion redeemed end rencwed, :
We must not f£ail to get the cosmic significencs of the last cormand of &

Risen Loxd, 4
1) Word "world",The word “world" is used in geveral Sencess
a. It comectimes means the earth only.
b. It somstimes means menkind only.
¢, It sometimes refers to part of mankind es the the Roman world or the
heogthen world.
d, Dr. Webb says,"In its true and comprehensive meaning the ‘world'
(cosmos) includes the earth, its pdamis and animals and human inhsbitants
and all that belonge to this mundane system."
Somsons else has said that Psalm 24:1 nSuggests all that is included in the
term COOMOS,"
The crowning act of God's crestion was the creation of manm, and He
made him not only in His ldkeness, bubt also made him as Dp, lorgan
expresses it, "the king of the cosmos.”
2)Curse of World. - The fall not only brougit manking imto an estate of sin
misdery, but the very ground was eursed, because of man's sin, It beocame
8 Ugin-blighted and porverbed globe.t IS. 2%:5.
ngin 45 a burden to the whole crestion.”
There was an earthquake ab the erucifixion of Christ,
Wo 8ing~
fi§oll might the sun in darkness hide
And shut his gloriss in,
When God the mighty Meker died
- Pop ak?m;n:m ereckure’s sin.” ‘ .
Romans 8 speakgs only of the groaning of the Holy Spirit, and tle groaning
of the ohurch, but also of the groaning of the whole creation.
. nnintelligent natube personified”- earth vain, porverved, not willingly, bub
result of 8in, a prisoner of hope-~waiting for deliveranca from bondage,
3) Savior of ilorlds - Christ came as the remever and restorer of tlv whole
cre . foremost aawsto save. '
nJoy to the world, the Lord is comel" Believe and be saved, Power and
blessing to accompany them that believe., Purpose of Christ goes even beyond
human race to whole creation, Man the erown of creation, Hob willing thet
any should perish, and tenrestore the lost m%.
sjjo more let sins and sorrows grow,
Hor thorns infest the ground
Ho comes to make His bloseings flow
Far as the curse found." Col., 1820 and 2 Pebor %agg.
4) Dy, Webb~The Cl scripbures rep 8 God as three looks
This carth of ours. Firet, in the morning of its ercation, when it
swam & new made thing in the amplitudes of space; and then He stood on the
staps of His throne and admired it as good, very good, superlstivoly good,
econd, in the day of its fall, when it lay before Him, a sin-blighted
ginim perverted globos end then He rose in His judicial wrath and gursed
the very ground because of the moral infamy of ths race for which He had
made 46, and to whom He had graclously given it . Third, in the
consumation of tho redeeming work of Christ, whan it flogbed before His
vision as the mew hoavens and the new earth wherein dwells rigiteousnsss,
and then He stood on the steps of His Great White Throne, and admired
its boauby, and crowned His Son for His glorious suscess in the
restorabion of all things."
5) How? The PlaR.~ What then is the plan of the Triune God for bringing
about Lhis gL us consummation? In the words of Campbell Morgang
"Phe cocmos will be redecmed when man who is the king of the cosmos is
regencrated—the mastery of forsep in ~- The man whe belioves shall
have mastery over spiritusl forees, social disorders, all destructive
forces- Mayk 16317-18, |
"Phe term" cosmos includes man and everything benoath him, The preaching
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of tlp gospel to individusl men is the basixming of the work, but the gospel
ie %o be proclaimsd to the wholo ercabion, Ho can only rosoh the coemas and
the whole creation throush mem-dhroush the rencwed man fihe whole craghion

ic affeched ond redoemed o6 % padees under Glb domir ,
Hence our obedienece to tho Grest Commission-"Go ye imto all the world and
wed, gogpel. wWe have

proach the gospel to the whole creation.”
o Pall how He stooped t m lost_cred




