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i) / I_ ABHAHhh, 4 BLESSING TO THE WHULE HORLD.

( Lesson ior.%‘% e )

e The eall of Abrahsm marks the first great epoch in the history
of the Christlen Church. To fu@ly‘appraCLate that sweeping stuteanent
wezéhould be familiar with the book of Genesls and the development of
God'e promisa.to abraham throughout the Bible.  Naturally we cannot
undertele such o study 1n the narrow li&lts of afgfnglé bﬁnﬁay school

lessoi. And yet we hope to point out & few of the mile posts along

the way.
To see st’'s glunce the far-reaching gignificance of Abrshem

in God's plan of redemption for a lost world ebnsider thig fact, Abrahsm

is ialroduced at the opening of the twelfth chapter of Genesis (the

closing verses of the eleventh chapter form merely. a svmmary). Now

the first eleven chapters of Genesis Gover a pgridd of spproximately

2,000 years, & period as louglas f;om the twelftn ch&pter of Genasis

all the way through the Qld Testament and up to the birth of Ohrist,.

This simple fset ladicates véry clearly that with Abrasham God began a

new epoch in the hlstory of mankind; and that from the writer's point of

view, the period from Abrasham to Christ is of far greater ﬁmportunae

than the period from Adam to uordham. :

Genegis Chaps. 1 = Tk e
To appreciats the signiiicance of abrubam we must take at least

a ‘glance at the condi.tion af things which called Nim forth. This is re- .

vealed iun the first eleven chupters of Genesis. - If you can spure the
time psuse right hgre &nd read those chapters, You will notice that the
most outstanding thing in those chepters is SIH. DNote espeoialiy these
references: 3: 1l-B; 4: 1-8; 6: 5-85 11-13; 11: 1-9. de might divide
the period covered by Genesis 1l-11 iante two epochs: from Adam to Noah,
from Noah to Abrahsm, The first epoch closed with the utter destruction
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, Judgment wupon sin. The second epoch closed with the confusion of
tbngues at Balel, wnother divine judgment on sin-  SIN and JUDGMENT '
then, tel%p the story of Genesis 1 -~ 11; '

Wow in these first eleven chupters Géd ig dealing with the
Rece ag A whole, with 81l the nutions of the certh., Head 4: 16-2¢ and
10: 1~38. ‘ In the tenth chapter note es;ecially the fréquent oceurrence
of words "families" and "nstions". 48 & result them of God's'dealings _
with the uutious‘éf the earth we see 851N and judgment. "And God saw
“hat the wickedness of man was grest 1n the esxrth, and that every im-
aginetion of the thoughis of his heart was only aYil ebntinually" {(6:5)

The Cell of Abraham

Since His dealing with the n&tions of the earth resulted only
in sin, we see that in the .12th chapter God chauged His method. Reed
i2: 1-b. Note especiclly the frequent use of "thee", "thy'", "thou".
Contrast thié with "families", "tongues"., "nations" of Chap. 10. Note
also in 12: 1 "the (A.R.V.) land®, dontrast this with "thelr lands"
in Chap. 10. What does all this mean? simply this, Cod has turned
from "Their families", "thelr tongues", "thelr nations", and has begun

tc deal with one single individusl. Hde was sSeemingly no longer concerns

ed with "their lande", ani hag concentrated all of His atteution upon

"the land,"
More then that, the very first word that God spoke to this one

individual was. "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kiludred, and

from thy father's house, unto the land that I will show thee™. Now
A% bR el ITTids b Bie Ridatins 4he: antt one: 6t 4he time G50 celisd
him, and God told him to turn his back upon these nations‘aqd aven ﬁpon
his own immediata fnm%ly, and get off by himself, In other words, God
not only turned from the rations $0 an individual, but He comnendéd that
individual to turn his back upon the nations and to live & life gsparate

from all other peoples. i '
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God's Purpose.in gbraham

Now why did God thus tura from the nationa ro an 1naiv1dua1?
Does 1t mean that beacauss these nations had so corrupted themselves in
'r§in.that God was going to leave them to their own fate? Does it mean
that God had become tired of the sin of these pelple and was showing '
partiality to Abrahsaw? #as abreham o ﬁe God's "*et“. to use the lan-

v

guage of the school room? : ; :
The answer to thess queations iz found in Gon. 12: a-a. Vpen

your 3ible and let's read these verses together. "And I will muke of
thee & great nation.”  That souudspéeliish, dOan't it?  But go om.
Jgnﬂ make thy aname great.” uupuobe Gott had stooped there? Then you
might have said that God wes uarrow, aund partial, and cared pothing for
the rest of the world.  How thatl 1s where a great many people do s8top
'in their reading Oof the sible, but 20t 50 God. Head the last clause of
the verse - Yea, unierucore it Jith red ink.. “And-thou shalt be & °*
‘bleasing.", Or as the Kevised Version better traaslstes it "Be tnou a
blessing."” The QrdMiee was foliowed by & command, God wag to bless

Abrahgm in order that Abrehsm in turn might be a blessing.: I have under-

scored "in order that" to remphusize the' fact that the Yery purpose of
God's blessing abrahen was not (Lor sbrahan's sake but thaet Abrahsm migh‘f T
pass on to others the blessing which he had received from God.

' Who then were to0 be the recipients of this blessing of cod

shall all the families of the esrth be blessed." / Dces thet sound as. if
God were-showing‘partiality to abrabam, and thut He had forgotten the

I
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through Abraham? - Read the last clause 0i the third verse, "and in thoe f
I
i
) . !
"families". the "tongues", the "uations™ of Chap. 10% It proves that |
|

God chose nbraham. not prlmarily Jor nbr&ham §.8ake, but priuerily ;or

the sake of the nations of the earth. flEabG let that fact gect down deap
in your mind snd heart. ' | :
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The seed of AbXsham,

It 8eems &« shame to stop &t only two stations in Abraham's life.

Perhaps we shall come back later to a fuller study of nis life in another

But now we mugt hurry through teo Chap. Z2. This chapter marks
and the climax of this chapter

c¢olwnn.
the climax of God's dealings with Abriahanm.
We hope you

is verse 18, But before reading verse 18 read verses 1-14.

will spend at least several minutes in studyiag this tremendous oxperience

in Abraham's life. When you have, come 10 verse 156-18. 1itead them over

earefully. Compare them with 12: 1-3. Note especially the first clause

of verse 18. Compare it with the last clsuse of 12: 5.  You gee the de=-

velopment. That pxomise; "and in thy seed shall all the nations of the

earth be blessed" is the culmination of all the promises that God mudé to
Abraham; it is the highest point of God's revelation (0 man up to that time.
Before we make a closer étuﬁy of it read Gen. 20: 4&; 28: 14 to see that God
rendered identically the sSame promise 0 Issac and Jacob.

"And in thy seed shall all the natilons of the earth be blessed”.
By "thy seed" did God mean the Hebrew nation? Partially, yes- And think
of the blessing that has come t0 the whole world through the Hebrew nation

E
l
a8 a nation. But more of that next week. The real £ilfillment of that l
|

promise though, was not through the Hebrew rass as a race., Fraul makes that

very clear. Head snd underscore ss one of ths grea‘ﬁ key verses of the whod
Biblsa Gal, 3:16. "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises mede.
He saith not. And to seceds, as oi many, ovut as of oneé, And to thy seed,

which is Christ."  In the light of this let us read Gen, 22:18, "and im

!
|
|
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thy seed (Jesus Christ) shall all tne nations of the eerth be blessed.” ‘f

F
Who knows but thet it was to this reveletion on the mount of bdhrlilﬁe thatg
Jesus referred in John a.ob, "Your father abraham rejolced to see nmy day; !
and he sew 1t, snd was giad“? f
. ; : |
To emphasize this fact more strongly in. Jour mind read and pondsrf

Matt r:il: Inke 1l: 728+73; Aects 3:8b. Conuect each of these up with Gel.
22: 18 and gal. 3; 1s. e |
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Thet wae the blessing thpt,was £0 come to the whole world through

Jesus Chelist, the seed of Abrahsm? Heawd Matt. 1: 21, "And thou shalt

call Hie .ume JEIUS, fur He shell save Hlsg people from their sin." salva=
tiOu from ﬂg, thcn wag the blegsing that Jesus was to offer to the whole
"world. Think of that in the light of Genesis Lbapter 1-11. e saw that

the outstanding fuct of those chapters was sin, sin, SIH. The retions

of the esrth were seen t0 be helplessly and hopelessly in the grip of sin.
And it was then th#t God chose Abraham out from among the nationd, that

through nim & Savior from sin might come, whose blessing should include

"All the mations of the a&rth”. That you might see thaet Jesus Hiuself
intsnded tb include "all ﬁhe nations in His offar'of Salvatidn, read Mathe.

28:19, and underscore "ail nations", Now the "all retions" of Math. 28:

19 sre the "natione™ of Genesis 10 whieh we saw t0 he in the grip of sin,

snd slso the "all the nations of %the earth" of the promise to Abraham in

Gen. 22:18.
£0 you see, the whole Bible centers sround the nstions. Here

in brief is the progress of that thought. Pirst, Genesis Chaps. 1-11,

The Hations helpless in the grip of sin. decond, Genesls 12 through

Malachi, The development 0i the Uromise to abroham of 8 Saviour from sin,

which promise included "all the nations of the eafth“. Third, The Gospels, |

The life and death of the beviour from sin, Fourth, the 1ast command of
the saviour to disciple "all the Jlations" (Nath. 28: 18-20; Msrk 16: 153
Acts 1:8). Pifth. Acts and the Hpistles, the diseipling of all the

nations. ' Sixth . Revelation, the Netions before the throre in heaven ‘

(7:9).
Review

As this lesson 1s introductory to a three months' course on "The f

Missiopary llessage of the Bible

|
!
" 1t necessarily had had to cover a large f
That being true we have not had the time to dwell !

sweep of Scripture.

:
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}'On any ome polnt. Will you please countieract the weakness of thig
} plan by going over the lesson from the beglnuing a‘geconﬂ {ime, This
.

will tend to fix the points permmnently in your mind, and thus you will
have a bhackground for your study of the reuwsining lessgouns of the quarter.

The Heart of the lescon

"] will bless thee ==---=- and be thou & blessing," Gen, 12%

2 "In the shall sll the femilles of the esxth be blessed". Gen. 12{5.

Zev
' Blegeed in order t0 be a blessing Lo the whole world., That hes been’

' God's plan for the individusl end for the Church from the very begin- '
ninge Is His plen being fulfilled in your life? Take your pencil

‘and write down the blessings, tewporal &nd spiritusl, that you have re=

/

ceived from God. ~ Then &sk vourself this gueetlon, Am I passing on

these bleseings to "4ll the nations of the earth"? God give each one

f of us the grace to live out the message 0f this lesson.
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A\'§ | ¥ ISRAZL, 4 VISSIONARY NATION \ ,
‘ g, b ' (Leceon for Octe 14)
' pirstiof all, let me make a personal réquest. I want you to
hely me help you! These studies of the ﬁundaf.School lessous sre for yon;
benefit, Are they meeting your nesds? Jhet would you 1iké me to put in

them to make them more serviceable to you? Will you pleage write me any

‘guggestion or suggestions as to how I might prepare them £0 they will be

more helpful to you. "The Heart of ths Lesson"™, which we have just added,
was & suggestion of & teacher down in Louisisna. She £felt the need of
that, and was #inﬁ enough tp write me about it. I wag very gratefnl for
the suggestion. reihups you can suggest 5 ome oﬁher sddition or chuange
that will be just as valuable as this one. ué cuannot promise to edopt
every suggestlion that iz sent. Wnat would prove helpful to one migh£ not
be helpful to the many, and_we have 10 kxeep the whole couwpsany ol readers

in mind, We elso must keep within oux space limits.  Dut each suggestion
will receive the most careful consideration, and ifldeeméd velusble for the
majority of the readers, will be asdopted, I should like very much to
answer avery letter that comes, but you will reedily recugnize‘that I
would not have time to0 . do that. But my apprecismtion of your kindness

will be just a8 real as if I gsent you a persohal letter of thauks.

Plesse direct your letters to 5212 Seminary Ave., Richmond, Vae Thank

you very much.

Introduction,

Last week we siudies God's call of Abraham. ©Two things were
involved in that call, a promlse and & command. A pfomiae to nless him
in an abundant way. 4 command that he should be a blessing. and the
30006 of that blessing wes nothing short of "all the nations of the earth”,
Resd again Genesis 12: 1-3; 223 léilﬁ. U0 we 8ee that God chose sbrsham

not for Abrahém's gelflsh eads, bub that Lhrough Abraham God might blass/

5




all the nations of the earth.

This week we ure t0 sﬁudy God's call of the ration Israel. In
accordance with God's specific promiges (Geny - 1858y 13: 163 36t by $¥t2: %
EB:;?)VAbrahum descendanuts heve become & numérbus host. God has delivered
them frem the hondage of ﬂgypt and has brought them to the foot.oi Mt i
oinai. Here He éhﬁers 1nt6 a Covenant with them just as He ectablished
Eis Covensnt with Abraham, ' The proposal for the establishment of the
Gov ensnt withllérael forms the basis of Qur'study“for'this weeka

v

_God's Choice of Israel.

Read Bxodus 19: 1l-6. Verses 1l-3 &are lntroductory. The hesrtv of
the mtter is found in y¥. 4-6. L0 center your attéeation upon theée.
You will note thet verse 4 refers to what God hed already dome for these
people, “wvhile V8. 4-6 tells what He promises to do for them. . lock gare-
fully at Voo [ To fully appreciate the force of that verse you should,
reuad Exodus Chaps. 1-18. is you resd those chapters thiunk of God's gra-
cious dealing with %hese people, in so0 marvelously, and yet so tenderly,
delivering them f?ow the eruel vondage. He uoie them on eagle's wings
- and prought them to Himsell, S0 mueh for ﬁis past deulings with them.

Now cbme'to the promise. of the future. Kead vefse ®» "Ye ghall
be & peculiar treesure unto me ‘above all people". "Iyeesure"” = "peculiar
treusure-~- "unto me" --'"ahoye all people". "fonder over these expres- °
sious until you feel the full forcelof.each onE. Think of the young man
who' ¢chaoses from among the whole wor 1d one young woman to tuke éo hig
hesrt as the suprsme object of all his humsn sffections, tC be the véry
apple of his eye.. That's thé figvre here. Foxr throughout the 0ld Testa-l
ment God thinks and speaks of_Is;aél &8 His wlfe. Let this simplé figure
_briﬂé to your mind and heart the intimate, tender, loving fekﬁtién,to
Himself that @od purposed to briag Israe% into. For thaut is éli iacluded
in this verte. In the past, a gracious Deliversr; for fhé future, a

loviag Husband. ' 2 ; ;
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IsRaun I DHs MiosT OF TH: NALIONS |
- (Lesson for Octe2l). e
You romesber from lsut week's lesson God's promise (o the childrea
ot'iggaelfto‘gaka tham\a “Kingdom of priesta™ and"s holy nation." Is-~
.rael‘snﬁnaqloﬁ im the world was 1o be a channel of blessing from God
t0 all the nutions. 4nd in order for her to carry out that miusion,she
must be holy uate God. Now all of God's dealings .ith this individual
nation looked to the carryiang out-of that special miscione |

This week's Resson shoss how God gave -Israel the wsty land th.uii,,

" was best adapted to- the garrying out of her divine mi‘.;s‘.j,qng Hore 1o,
the openiug sentence of Lesson L of Dr. . lV.Moore's Corresjonisice oot ue '
in Bibligal Geography, "By 11‘.., logation aud its struature, l.’.alu-s'tme -
wa s peculiurly adapted to God's purpose of prepariig a pu.re roli; glon

thtough centuriod of compurative separation aand then of publishing

% that religion to ‘the .hole .orld. You .ill note thot Dr.Moore points
out twe phuses of God's mission for Israel: first, preparing & pure
religion; and csecond, publi-hing that religion to the whole world, g

Let ws take esch of theué up in order.
Prepariag a Pure Religion. : . '
Dr.lloore suggestls how a pure relligion wag‘tﬂbe propared.te . ‘

says "through centurios of compiralive aeparation.,*beoau .6 that's the ‘:f;
keg word, und the word which God so frequently applied to the nation ,qi

Israel, Read iixodus 53:16; Leve 20:24-26, aad udderseore the words i
"sepurate and "set .part".
You ask vhy it was necevsary for the preparation of a pur-o

L’ . religion that Igreel bo ueparated i'rom the other nutioncse. The .J.dl_ylﬁﬁt

¢ i my o unpwer that gquestion i to refer y-u to a Saboage that raveulu
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Lov.-éﬂtl-aa. You will no.e that God says in verse 23, “"And ye shall
not aaik in the manners of the n: tion which I east out before you; for
they committed all these things'and therefore 1 abhorred thom." Now
'tha "thaae things™ to shich God refers. here are tho things which He
apoka of in verses 1-21, and are tharefero desgriptive of the gharac-
ters of these nationss g s : i
God knew thoet if Israel intermingled and iuntermarried aith these ‘ g

nations that she .ould méonlbucome a8 gorrupt as the heathen people.
"Bvil commumications eorruptlgoad maaners. if you will purdon a ' % }
rather grude illustration, .o may muke this principle clearer, Leveral
years dgo,;l was Jorking on a trueck farm. e harvested a large orop

of sueet potatoeu and put them asay ia the potuto hou\e to “cure". But 'jﬂ

idutﬂ&d ol euring Lhey began to upOil at & very rapid rate. Inorder

to save any of the potatoes .e had to go through the bins wund pick out
the sound ones from the rotten ones. For if the good ones had stayed

in contaet vith the bad ones thoy ould very upeedily huve bocome

spoiled_themvalvea. That's the universal law of eunvironment, you become
like those with whém you asuogiate.

Nou realizing the force of this prineiple God commznded Israel .ff
agaih and agsin that <hen she entersd the lund che muct uttorly de-
otroy these evil nutions least they'baooma the eodunce of contamination o F
them. Read carefully leuts. 7.1—6 Joshe 2d:14=13.

50 we see that if Israel ﬁam to be & holy nation for the pgrpé.a'
of preparl g o puns rel;gion, he maut nege..arily be a dopggatebcople.
In fact tho root menuing of the wond "hoiy" iv "To sed apurt'. low
thio uaﬁarutiun from otlaer i tions was parily made poussible by the geog-

rophy of the land of Canasn. Yo revert to ur.doore's Correspondeuce

- Cour.e, "This i.olution of the Jews was effected in part by natural
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on the South and east, the Mediterzancan .ea the barrier on the uest,
and the mountaing on tHe north. Jhould any noiion break through those

bari'lers on the extreme borders of the Land they woulu have to face the ,

- even more formidable barriers of mountain. and the Jordan Kiver before

thoy could enter the heart of the couutry. JFrom the foundation ol the
world God had beon preparing this bulvar<ed éouutry for His cho.en
people that they might the wmore roadilyilive & life sepurate from the

0 ther nation,. For only through separatien c¢ould they become holy. And
only as they were. holy could God u.e them for the preparation of & pure
religione

Publiching the ieligion.

You :ee, I have been getting mout of thi week'u lesson from Dr.
Mooree. Of course I am for I want you to have the statements ol &n wu-
thority on ﬁiblical Geography. Here are two more  sragrzph. taken bodily
out of his Correspondence Coursed .

"This uation had to be set in the ceuter of the .orld, .o that
when the fullness of time was come the saving truth  hich il posses.es
might be more easily publiched to all mankind.

"Palestine was gentral, It was the focal point uvf the sncient world.
It conmundqd acocss 10 the three continents of Hurope, Asia, and Afgicu.
It stood in the midst of the nations of antiquity. It was thorefore
fitted to be the rudiating center of a uuiversal religion,

Ple.se read these twg paragraphs aisecoﬁd time, and theon turn to
the mape in the back of your Bible to wee how they Bubutaqtiato av.ry
word that Drelicore hus sald. '

ihe 01ld Testament through the Gospels in the Hew gonsiituted the
period of préparation of the pure religion. The period of the world
wide propagation of th.t religi.on bogine . ith the Book of Acts. The Day

of Pentecost marked the beginning of the world wide spread of ihe Gospels




in order to become "a kingdom of priesis."” Then, in order to become "E

- &0 to see tend to ward pu&e,thinking?

=D

a holy nation they must be a sepsrate nation. In the Last leuwson, .ﬁﬁ

you sew thst the individusl Christien was & priest in tho senso of ‘ji

being & chunnel of blessing from God to the needy world(Il Pet.2:5, 9). | |
Now it is possvible for you to garry out this purpose of God in "

gour life ounly as you'live a holy life. And holy living ic youaiblé , --ﬁ

only as you koop yourbelf separate from the orlde 'Come yo out

from them, znd be ye geparate,"” quotaa Paul %o the borinthian chlis~
tianéfa Core 6:17)s Vhat influences are daily moulding your faily life?f
Vhat is the eharaqtqr of your companions¥ Are the DOOK. und magazsines
you read uplifiing in their influence? Do the moving plotures that you

Rempmber it is possible to be in the world and yet mot bf it. Jesus
piayad for His disciples,™I pray not that thow shouldst take thom

R TR RS W
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from the orld, but that thou shouldst keep them from the evil one.”

Jno. 17:16. Israel in Pale.tine was barricaded from the world by
mountuin and desert nd cea. Throw about Jyour self barriers of pruyer, St
of the Word, of the presence of Chri.t. These will protect and save | ;
you from'thg‘evil influences of the world in uhich you live. fhen, and |
onily then +ill you ‘be able to fulfill Ged's purpose in your life, name-

ly,to be a blessing to the .hole world.
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How to Yeash the Lesson. ;

From letters I have received aad couversations I have
had relative to these studies, I huve beea led %0 belioeve that‘%ha
mzjority of thé readers of the Observer who follow this columm
sre teachers in the Sunday Schoole For this reason, I asked ir.
Swaets'to alloy me a little more sface in whicgh to give suggesticns
as tb how to teach the lesson, and he has most graciously pranted the
request. S0 from.now on, the lessvon treatment «ill clo.e with a few
suggestions for the teaghar e '

Begin the teaching of the lesson .ith a brief review of the
last two Lessons, t0 bring out God's missionary purpo.e in Abrsham and
His miscionary purpo.c¢ in the nation Israel. That will give a fitting
introduction to & study of today's Resson under this theme: "The Land 6£
Canaan(Palegtinﬁf) admirably adapted to the eur:ying out of God's
Missionary Purpo.e in Isrsel"., lrite that thome on the blackbourd. Here
then sre the prlncipalvdivlu ong in the devélopmant of that theme:

I. The Land Adapted to the Ereparation of a Pure Religion.

Ae The haturul barriers that helped to <eep.lsrael a seperate
ns tion. Point these out on the mup.

' Be The necessity for Israel's keeping separate from the oiher
nationss Here bring out the uinful chsracter of the heathen nutions,
using referenges cnd materisl givemifin the study u.der "Prepuriag a l
Pure Heligione"

LI, The Land Adapted to the World-liue Publiuhlnﬁ of the Pure
Religion.’ _

A.The gentral position of Palestine. It will take & map of the

ancient world to £ho th_t.

Bo The value of thi. seen on Day of Pentecost,

deejﬁ in Pau '.8 mdylﬂw‘]/ ;ww’,'

C.The Value of it
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Vg SO MIS SI0NAL 'J.MbHIIJGu_OE i PRUPHIDS.

' :; ' (Besson for Oct.26)

o é.;nstuud of taking Just o fleeting plimpse dnto several of the

”i" : '.

provhets for thelir mi..ilonery messages, we shall assume. the right of
. ¢ !

-

direecting yoﬁ in your study of one of the prophets. Uaquastionably
Jonah 1s the graataét missionar& book of the 0ld Tsstament. This
being true, o believe that & more thorough study of this one prophecy
would be more profitable than skiecping here and there through ceveral.
Pirst of all, try to eliminate from your mi.d the over-worked
contentio . sbout the whale sﬁullowing Jonahe The r cord here doss not
gpeak of Jonah's deliverer as a whale, but as "a great £ish", (1317).

And wiat's more, the record says Mow the Lord had proepared a groat

£ich to swallow up Jomsh," If Man gun prepare a submarine to hold a
soore or more 6£ men, end keep them down undex the water fo:‘dayﬁ

&t a time, c¢ould not God have speeiilly prepared a great fivh W

keep Jonuh safe for three days from the waters cf the seal

| utudy of tho Book ag & Wholsa

Kdgar Vhitt ker vork in hic hook "The Fascination of the

Bobk", makes & 8trong appeal for frequent readings of p&BJagéG or
books of the Bible. Here is a paragraph from his book -~

"The surpri:e 6f waripture .ill often come 1ln a veryrnuturul way
by fregquent reading. . The Bible i & Book that.yieldé‘iuw sweets to
the pereistent visitor. -.ome oune has sald Ln;t>wa are 4in the habit of
réading the boripture a< cows pasture in the meadow--trampling many
Llovers under f£ool, Ono cannot expect to see all the beauty of a
landscape at a single glance; neither can one grasp the full meuning
of a book of the Bible upon a siagle hasty raadihg. Lxperience proves
that the «implest of oll ways of studying the .oriplure is 1o read, and
t0 read agaln, and again, Qnd agains Certain passages we hava_raud 8,
hundred times ﬁithoqt finiing any speclal message. Read them sgain.
The one hund.refg and £ipst time may Brma 8 fﬂaﬂh af reaagnitlon.whm

‘@u{\f ’Hﬂ-ﬁ« Lo ’W
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when'the heart will exelaim, It is greator than I know znd deeper than

.I‘nndqre§90d.¥ The bane of Bible reading is haste., The newspap.r

hgbii f0110w5”u3 inte our devotionse 1o know thic great elassic of
the soul one must be content to be often in its resence, to linger
long .ithin 1tu‘5harm. deleet & paumage or book of the Bible and
pragtize upon 1t by many repetitions, like a musician at tﬁa piano, ~
wat il 1ts song has become the song of the heart. This only is jusilice
$6/ bhg Word of Qode :

Please read that paragraph over again. You might cut it out and
paste 1t in your Bible where you can rafer frequently to it.

The book of Jonah iu a splendid book to test this principle out.
It is urief, graphie, and inten.ely interesting.

Read the book through ot oxe uitting, aloud if possiblé, and
write down the one thing that interected you most. :

Read 1t through a second time, and write down five thing. that
gripped your attention. :

lead 1t over the third time, Vhat wonld you say now was the
dominant thought of the book? [Perhaps some of you .ould like to read
the book through as many as five or six times to confirm your view.

Befofq progeeding further with your study, cloue your Biﬁles‘
and beglnning Jith the fir ¢t Chapter, think through the facts of the
book of Jonah step by cteps You can't understand the significance of the
facte until you knouatha fagte thqmaelveu.

Detailed Study of Book.

‘hy did not Jomsh want to gq to Nineveh to presch, us God
commanded him? You are not left te speeculate about that, for Jomah
gives tha‘reaaén £0r'hié fleecing to ﬁhrahish instead of going to Nin-
eveh, Read 4:2. To get the full force of that read again Chape 3

through the first verse of chepter 4. Now think of Jonah's confession

i T

.
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, k&n&.mm cad repentest thee of evil." Jonuh admits that he fled to Tur-

“flq& to Tarshish.

that thou, art a grucloue God, and wereiful, blow t0 anger, und of great

shish.baoanae We knew that if he wemt to Nineveh to presch judgment, snd |
the inhuh@mw whould ropent, that God would show mergy toward that | 7
he. them people and dave thel. In other words, Jonah did not want tho'-’;g
Nin‘%izéé‘to be the recipients of God's merey, asnd that's thé.reason he’ |

How read the first verse of the fow th chupter. Jonah is
excesding nmud, 'hat's he mud about? Read the eloeigg verse of
the third chapter. He is mad because God didn't send down light.iug
and fire, and con.ung eavery man, woman un ‘child in Nineveh, He is
med becauge God had shown merey upom this repontant elty.lead $:56-9

to see& ho, sincere the people's repeutance wite

But that's not «ll. dead 413, Here Jonah bege God to let him die, .fFﬁ
ihy? He would ratnorfiie in & hosthen land, awsy from hi. fumily and home |
than o see God how merey o thic heathen people. Think of tput!‘dan you’%ﬁ
gonceive of such a.qan’,ngrrow spi;it‘ua thet? And yet, that's the pic- 3
Yure of Jomuh, 46 he him.elf has port ayed ite

Aggravetions of Jomah's Eine

Jonah's mesn, selfich spledt i bad enough on the surfage, Butb

think back through the book Tor eertain thinz. that ageravate hius oins
Taink of hie three daye and the nighi's experience in the depths of the
pea, within the belly of thé gresat fishe This was God'd Jjudgmnt upon
Jonsh, not se much for hiw diuobedienece but for the motive back of hig ‘fg
digobedlenges haoording to 4:2 it was Jonih's narrow selfish ospirdit
that moved him to fhee to furshieh. Jomah vont to linevehk after this,
but he eayrried hls mean spirli along.with him,

But that's not all. Aaad Cha s 2. Jomah knew that he was guilty,
tully'deserving thic Jndsmant of Gods. But in hia distrecs he eried to Go Jé.

 for mercy, sad Gﬂ¢;3;157=57
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S0 thet Jomah's mean -plrlt towerd the Nievites in seeking their
deatruation was immoids,te].,r in the fé.ca of uod'a abundant merey to him,

guilty cinuer th..;t he wais, It was all righu fo: him to be the regipient

of the merey and salvation of God, bmt he woul: rather die thun <ce

God show the same merey to & heabhen people.

Israel's Selfis,h Spirite

That last atutament reveals God's purpose in all the experiences
related in thl. book. Jomah was a typieal repreaentative of the Jewj.sh
people of hi. age. They sll thought that Jehovaeh was the Israel's Gdd,.

‘and Israel's God exelusively; that the other nstions were barbarians,

and had no claim wh' tever upon God's goodnesse and God's ueroy. Here is
a8 quotation from the Talmud that reveals Israel's attitude toward the
hegthen naticns-"Thou madest the world for our sakes. Ag for the o ther

PeOPleececeesThon hast calde..sthat they are nothing but belike uato

Qplttlo. and hath Likened the abundange of them untc a drop thatl falle th

from & vessel...eBut we Thy people(whom Thou hust called Thy £ir.t born,
Thy ounly begotten, «nd Thy fervent lover) et cetera.” These experionces
the., were 5rought sbout to- condemm that nsrrow cselfish spirit of
Israsel, und ¢ whos that although God was dadling :ith .'Esrael in a
very speeial 'jnay. yet Ha gtill loved tho m‘authan nations and pucponed
to show the same uerey toward them ss He did toward lsrael. To see the
highest expression of God'u love for‘ this heathen nation in Lhis boos,
read and ponder over verwes J=ll. The book c¢losee .ith an expression of
God's compassion for ewmm thé dumb brutes in that heathen cijye.

_Tg_q__ Loom of the Sglfish Souls

* Yhat effesct did Jonah's m;rrow,. selfish spirit have upon hic own

sharacter? That is clearly' revealed in Chapter 4. Remewber that Jonah

'wuas & prophet of Gods See 2 Kings 14:8b. A¢ & prophet ne had enjoyed
special spiritusl privileges at God': hand. In chaps. L3 ho roveals cer= |

tain oemohdable charasterissics. Find out what they are. But conslder

-“I
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the dcpths'tolwhioh his gheracter has fallen in chupe 4e
Think;figat of his attitude toward God. leigh every statoment
thet Jonah makes 0 God in the ohapler. What irreversnce! Wnut dire-
speat! linut inaoionoel Hs aatuﬁlly Ju,tifies himuelf aﬁd conde.uns Gode
fhink new of his attitude toard man. Instead of rajoieing .u

lineveh's repentance nd the wonderfil manifestetion of God's meray,

.Jonﬂh is mad and ready té dise Such heurtle:s contempt for his fellow-man

i®s uansqualled in the Bible. _

‘hat about ﬁis atbtitude tovard himgelf? Read verses 6-29.The only
cosgern he has for hluself is for his physical comfort and well-beling.
@God and the angels in heaven are rejoiging over the ropeutant sinners,
}hile Jonch can rejoicejonly in the shade of a grand vine. The spiritusal
has died in this mane Physleal oomforf.und pleagure is all he cees
soo0th living fore :

An utter diusrespect for God; a heaktles. oontqmpt for his fellou=
man; enly & physigdl concern for himgelf. Vhut & spiritusl doom hus
some to this selfish soull! Jonah proves the prineiple Jesus gtatod in
the verse "Whosoever would save his life uhall loue it." Rgview the
book ith that verse in mind,

The Heart '_g:_[,’_ Lthe Leison.
Your ppiritusl life depends upon your interest i. mis ions. -

Selfishness meant de th to Jonuhe It i1l mosn the same to you. Turn 10
a map of Palestine in the back of your Bible. Look at the Ses of - Galilees
In Jesus' day it was alive with f£ish, and the couutry all wround uuar 2
luiwriantly fertiles ook below at the ﬁaad Se@e HNo fish could live
in its briney vwaters.for miles the couniry was a waste, barren .ilder-
ne s fh} this difforénoe? The Sea of Gulilee received the life-giving

water of the Jordda, &% the north und then passed them on in an abuadant

. 8troam, %o thc .outh.

i

g




ﬂho md aﬁ;a received the .aue life-givin; vater :rrom the Jordan,but

of the unelfigh soul; tio Doad Lea of the -elfish soul, Waich are you? |

- "selfichness", Then begin to teach the lecsson under the Gheme "The Doom

in the outline «s you come to them in the development of the thomo.In
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rofu;ed t0 pass it cn, She has an in-take but no oui=let. The water
osoqgan,;?énly by ev.poratione The ea of Galilee is the picture

How tg" Tozcl the Lewson, : g
If you have been able %o gob the members of the Olé;.ﬁ.‘.-i to na&" :
the book ?i‘ J.énah. spend & few noments at the; opening oi the chluw ‘porioa;.i‘-‘.
in galling for reports of thelr reading. 4Asgk each one t tell -.‘hat
one thih.g interested Him mo.t. Then apk "What de you cousider the moe t ;
iapor tant characterlstic of Jonah?” In this way, several charactierl.tiecs f,..;
of the prophet will be suggested, But keep on until ome one gives you '

of the:Selfi-h Soul”,
Hore is an outline you muy uce in developingythe theme.

I, Ths Selfish Soul. /

4. Hie polfishiess sent Jonah te Tershish 4:2

Be He was angry when God shoved mercy on Ninaven 4:1

C. He would raﬁwr ile than see Hineveh saved. 4:3
Il. The Agrravations of His Selfi h Eplirite.

Ae Hig selfighness was in upite of God's Judgment upon him,

Be It was in spite of God's greast woroy ‘to him, a guilty -inner.
£iI. The spiritusl Doom. :

Ae His utter disreupect for Gods

Be His heartless contempt for men. '

Ce His personal concern for nothing Sut the physical.

‘Put the theme on the blackboard, =nd then add the different points

your application of the le.son, come down hard on this ome point, The
Spiritual aafﬁy of him who knows Josus’ Christ is Dependent upon his
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SQ1E MISSION XY TEACHINGS OF SHE Pﬁﬁﬁe

F (Legson for liov.ll) }

___The Temporance-lesson last week sidetracked us irom the

e of "The Kissionary_ﬁéaaaga of the Bible," 8O 1ot us got

b e LN RER AL T

backifo the trunk line und ¥ry To get up d 1it¥le spord by taking -«
a hfie:ﬁrcviaw in the way of ¢uostions-om the first four lessons- '
Thy aid God choeae Abranéﬁ? In vhat way waé Isracl to be & 76 . ‘ ﬁ
kingaow of priests? ﬂoﬁ'aid tﬁe'locftion o rﬂi“ﬁtine hrlﬂ Igrael ‘ '\i

to ¢ rry ‘out her God=glven nigolon? Why ~ould you gny thut Jona s
l
\ vas the groa Test nisﬂionhry book of tho 01d iestanent? uhat_has :

boen the best gingle regult of your s-uﬁy gso far ot thoso nigsion-

r

ary messufes 01 the sible? Ploase write do n an angver to this
dart qunstion. (Ybu,might speak'ci it 4n & 1lottor to some irieond.
RS ' Or-yon night tell your noxti door ﬁqighnbr ‘bout 1t. JDon't be
i} . seltish ~ith vhat God gives you from His sook. '
This week ve arn going to congentrate our study onm-the
67th Pealn, one of the Fincst of The mispiomury realus. But I
hOpa;your study of this on» 11l ~neourapge y u 1o at leost read
other mianion:ry kaulna such s the 47th, the 96th, 97th, 96%h, =;”
¢ 99th, 100th nd 117t¢h. f%he changes th.t tlie Xeviged Version has
mode in the 67th realm sre slight but very significunt. For fear
you haven't a copy oi the A.H.v,_iﬁ your home, I an éoing to

inelude its rendering of the Pegaln right hers in this coluan=-

“God be mereirul unto us, and bless us,
ind cause his face to ghine upon us;
Fhat thy way mey be knowwupon earth,

' Thy salvation among all naii%



-ﬁg:@wm the m.ut:.ons upon eaﬂh.

e Let the poorles praise thoe. LT SRR B Rt

: Lot .111 vna peon].on praiae Thod. : ey

A _? AN e !‘a;t.h; nath yieldr'd- its Mcmaae;ﬁ

o cod, even our}.ovm é'ua, wilk b.le’ﬂ'ﬂ ug,

‘eoa will blese us;

And a:u the rndB o;r the emh ahall foar him."

.

1

& : | . Benexsl study of .t?gumr

d‘—- ¢ LT

) , I;et your rirst atndy of this ¥salm be a eomnariaon
_veraa by vérge ot the zievised 1wee:c:'s:lon renﬂerlng *1t}1 thet ot the

dﬁ, ‘.  'mg Joaes Version, !Inderanorﬂ in the nevisod varaion each
1% -6&:41:36, “hioh do you tmnk is tha most 1uminut1ng ehvnge the
Revisers Iw"m mede‘?

- Hor fmnx aifierent‘ inﬂiﬂﬁmls oz groupa aTo montioned
in the Peala. To be vory de:tmte, go throwh tao pealm png '

write dovdt in your note book the nwmes °f esch Individw:l apd
group‘méﬁtiennd. Look ot thése now. Gen't you :inalude a1l of

them under tnoaa. “Goa" "ua" ' "tho nat:!.ona"., 7hich oz the ‘l:h:roa

‘15 nentioned mcat fraqwﬂntm iio"' many zsif:tarnnt tines are "thr

nationu“ - "the poonlaaf' men‘t:.toma ? To make qnasa stamd out

g -prminauﬂ;r sunposa you mmww th@m-
i;_'-_ﬁmm 1@@@5 m tha utm ﬂﬁﬂ “n:l;l“

Hw e;q_ thrOugq- -_'t\ho



éﬁrve aoen‘thst tnnra aze thrae ”gartiea“ in the
Nﬁélm; “Gﬂlﬂ‘ “ua“ “the natiena or. pooplea“; How for s study

.?-;t iﬁﬂggi;;:;h In ths uaaln whax is the rolation of "us" to the
VW&#& "ot 18 tnr rai atzon of God o "us”, of God to the
peoulogt What ia tho relntion o: t@p ponhlna 1o Goa? hnse
aro simpla qpaations, and yet 11 ybﬁ aoak to anawnr thﬂm you ﬁill %
get At tha real meaaagn of ﬁho xnalmu

'%:. Bhio:e goinp Lnﬁa & mnr* aetnilad atpdy, plaasa writa
ﬁown tn three hriet senteneoa *ha# ydu hnve alraaﬂy 1oaznea Irom

‘hﬁ 335339 e G ; 5 = G Y S

at '9;! M

hot da the nem ot the rau:tm? dithont & doubt you

uill gay veraos a, 4, and be wnich by the repatitions and the
aarnentnﬁaa 0% thﬁ iansnaga expregs an 1ntegse longiug that a1l
paovlﬁa and-natione rhull a&ng wnn&aea to Goa. - Think of this ag .
auming xrom the Qld Taatament. snn rrum a Deople who have bcen
1solstad from tha othor natiens of thc oarth. What renaon is
givan why all tho nationa &h&uld foar anﬂ praisa God? + Lead tho
- last o 31&“893 o; verso 4, anﬂ nnte thqt they uro introuuced_
,"; by "for" mho ;uﬁgnenta hﬂro aonﬁqnpaateﬂ are not uf eonrse.
retr:butnq ::o:r evil, "but the agmguto of uf_;_' -Emga vy wiich
‘bad showg Hiﬁ auvereisnty in all thi 9arth. ihéy‘&rb H1n
prawianntial ﬁaalingn vith ﬁhe nationn. Thn fsalmilt balieven-

-1th fﬁﬁl shat God. has rcyaalna Eimpelf to tha nat@ons thronsh




.o nrovigenaag see Aota" 16:.,15-17, 17:24=28; Ram.l:19-20.
o | But 45 this the prmci:pal ‘roason the Ba&lmist g;lvea

, 4 why an,;pma g should foar und nraise Cod? Head vorse 2, Thot
is, the pbqylen will praire God - hnn God's way is Imown thronghout
the eart‘h nnd &.’w aalv'ation is spread amoung all nationss By
Goa's ™ y" the Paalm:lst mesns His gracious method of dedling vith
mén‘.' Tl "aalvatzon‘* of voxao 2, has 8 much fuller and richer _
meaning to uc than it had Zor the Tt st o we Chink G2 AT 8N
the spiritual salvation thot hag bren vrought by uhﬂsﬁ, with ell
thot th:t involves, Uhen the natione of the curth kuow that, with

- all the grace, ana mnorey, and love, -ng 'po'fmr vhich thot aalvatic;’n"
ineludes, theh th_éy +111 indeed bresk out into shouts of praise to
Goda , : ' P :

Blossed to be a Blessing

‘Now is 1t nossible for the nations of the garth to losrn
of that salvution through tho' revelation of God in nsture asnd His
proﬂdontial de4lings vri'r.h Then? %rtainly not. 4nd this aandn

.ns_baok t0 verse ona. Read that, and note aapeqnlly its conneotion

with verse two. "God e nerciful unto us, and blesa ue. , And cause
Mg face to ghine uson us; - That (‘in' order that) thy way\may be

' Knowm uppn carth, Thy salvarion ameuns all \na-t:l.‘dns_-."' . The word
"that® in verse 2 is the nost Bfgnifiaant word in the wnole Pealus
Reed verses 1 .snd 2 ag-in to npfmai ts the force of "that.” Tie
Psalm;lat dia not pray,, "Goad be mern:lrul and blese us, &nd cause :
g thy i‘ace to shine upon ug, that we may revel in the snnshine of
“:tw Im“' or, “‘th.nt e may enjuy to the Mlest the vealth o:t



To such poltish prmga.s *‘,thut ﬁ%-:;t uy from the
v muﬁ; 'Bq.t ho au--ﬁray for "sod"s b’.losains, in order

r:-qmv..l tﬁyaolf ﬂﬂ l].ﬂ,' I_]g& thﬂ mmhdgﬂ Of thysels W bﬁ acat- o s Mo

‘tam thronfhont the nationh "‘ho and oi the ’blasaing was not
Iaz',ael_.-but allzng;iuns_. cempare this mth Goﬂ'a purpone in
gbre;hom. ARG

‘ | i 1 ) aimiimee Qi the z'f“lafion of ’beiug hlﬂccnd in
ordnr te be a hleas.tn is mmh merr tm ot th' vhristian Ghurch
..‘boday than u .ras 0z .'f.sracl. 'l‘hs» blaaning the Church has received
is tra.nsoenaently geator ‘than nraal had, ‘nd tha mesns of pase-
; -!ns t'h.ut ble eaing on more aftmtive.

"God he mnrol:tul unto us, anﬂ blaan ugj And cauge H is
face to -hinn upon us. Juat think ho-" that prayer has been :
ansmrpd to the Soathern mﬂytgrlan ﬁhnrch. Jeaus uhrist and the
_eraaa, vhiah Iaraol did not ha,vo. tho Bible with the Iicrz pogtonent
as well so tho ou; rpng:lous ameatera for gonen-tions past; reli.g--
lous libertys the -most thorouﬂ:ly ahriatiun soction of Christianm
Amrri.oa' Cln’iat!lan churches a.nn smday sehools; Christiazn homess
'lfhurch Schools anﬂ oouegam e‘:d almnaanee of the msterisl things
.oz _l_ige----- ':chaae ire just sme of the numerous ways in *hich Goa
has “lessed use Telto your o ufa, snd pee ho: verse one hsg been -

angwored TOr you. :r:l.'ca down all'of the ey, matorially an well

a8 apiritually. in "*hioh God hne oaus’ad Mis face to shine upon you.

Bl Now rend vorge two. fbo me "’Mt thn pxnnono o »11. thﬂ?v
bless '.'.'_f"ea 1. hon nek ycnrmlf- 3“ thot Lol sivhaged fulfilied in




m nations; and to day thero arﬂ mor: people 4in the world who huve .

4' never hnatq;fho nome of chriat‘than over botore. lio ngtion in the
':wngld has beon blaésed nmovre spirituslly ond matarailly_than the '

Unitrd Stotos. o soction of the Unitod States hos been more
'bloaaed spirituuliy than'tha south., lio people in the South have

. been moze blessed spiritunlly and materially than the yroa‘o;,r't-eriana.}‘
That can only mosn that the fnswonsiuilify~o: making Chriet's salva- ?g
tlion Imomm amoung tho nations of thn narth rests today nore heavily A 3
upon the sonﬂmern yraebytaritne than uson eny ovher peonlo. “o R

whom much ha: boen given, of him shall much bo recuired.
’ : '
SN : Heort of the Lisson

The heart oif the legson isg ih the "that" oz the second
verse. It is scen ng 4An in the uloalnc verge o: The rsalm, here
GeD's nlnseing upon ug 18 eoupled with the knO’led ‘e of God to the
o ~ "nds of the earth, And this iy the 0ld Leotanent. 4 lew Testa@ent
. etuivalent is the commund of our Lord to His disciples when ﬁa ;
commianibned:them to pervice} "franlﬁyye have recelved, ireely
five? ﬂatt.iO:B, -8pdnd the rnmajndof‘of youi“Fime neditating ﬁpon-

-

that Verse.

How To Teach 3he Lesson

Take & eony of the Amexiban reviged Vergion to class.

L] +
g . : : LS
¥

 Read the 67th Pselm out loud in that while yowr scholsrs follow
et ‘caretully in the King Jmea Version. vhon you have finished, hive

~ the mnnbers ‘ot the alaas polnt‘eﬁt tho signirinnnt chinres made by A




paonlea'!l*‘m tho rsalmq witﬁ thm o8 2 atart 0311 for the
i -her expI e;aions in the I’aam mon’rmu& "-ith "peeplea. Thisg-
4 will mmiﬁﬁ vory elearly ths mieaionary 'hnm ate: of the rsalm.
-“vmnize 'b*hn intence 1ong1n3 n;. tha fnalmiat 1n verses - =b that.
"il:k_"‘fﬁhe nations ox the eurth ahonld ;praina the Lozrd. z'auee to ask
"tha notive back or th t Ion{'!.nc. .ffrhie wvill eive yout he om,ormnity
ot showing that the ¥eilaipt's own axptrianca @ ¢od ande him eager -
for all nations ‘to share th:zt e"pnrapnca. ;
;.he saurﬂen ot your laescn q\hoal.d be a discuselon af this
' tmnaﬁ.on, "m erﬁing o tho .?aalniﬁt. how were the nations of the
earth to come to know God? ﬂ:hia win lcad you right into the
-"'B'h:dy ot the first 'ﬁio VEIrges. Em:m down with great emphasig npon :
‘th.e aig;itieanca of “that" 1n varaa 2, In am:lxing_ the principle
in vérses 1ona 2 to thn.(pmsun's tim- o"li ou; from th- clusg t‘l;e
vondortul © ys In vhich Cod hae bléased us. If yours is e clase o-f_
“‘young peopla. maka n[strong apmai 0& tha dedication of 1:110 Tor |
miasipnaxg gorvice. If th,ay az'& adnlta, moke a plea Lor a aedioa- )

. tion 6f their childrem snd of their moesns,.
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h.ut: 19* o misaiomy. mhm AB you 'wéii' iﬁ:w. he érerg

. iitr;-g.l‘%;y m.ans “one pent”, a mcaaonger, an smbassador, I’ow,' m

ot t aitﬁrul mogning of the © erﬂ oau aonua be mllnd 2 missionary?_'.

“n‘-!nﬂbvﬂ do ein. "Foa' God _a____ not ilis aou into thv orid to con~
denn the vorld; but th it The *mrlﬁ throue'h Eim mihht bu goved
{John ¥il7%). "lor He mhpm God hath aent apo:ﬂmth <he rards of &o&
(John 334 )s ‘vee also John sws gg; 6229, %8, 5‘73 7iu0s 81423 i

l&:&di_ 11248; 1?:-.,,8‘-.18,;.1._23 2-0. Anu yon nisht wall think oY the '

hdme from vnish He wup nont. “hat vrill ennhaai g6 the aﬂriiica
He. mde in coming to this rarle. Ea came. iron haaven, "For I caue
" aowm irom heavcn, nun to do mina or:n *111, but the will of Hin that

e sent ne” (Johni 6:48). Ho caue )tzom lﬂ.s :ather'a neuge (Jonn  TEL S P
ie cume from the boson of the z-mner (lolm 1: w; . '

‘the 'zetiveg 5
hut wero the motivem tmc brone:ht Him‘: They ruat mve

.. bren strong indoed To have. oaude&f‘m to lezve f.he {lory of ﬂis
2 " heavonly hono 'to ¢ omx to this ein éﬁed w orld. ‘.LhP dcﬁpthxnu

ppeak of :I.O'I.II‘ diutinct motima tha.t noved Jemt to undertaxe iﬁs

m:laaionzytork' | MR e 50

 Love'fer 408t men-  Yerhods ysu are surpriscd to hear it,

. but this p rticul r motive :lv but ali htly enphael zod, It ig God

&

the sfather rmo is prin rily Wovar' hy Iova iow i he Lot s:'orlﬁ as ’
John G316 md I Jolm 4310 @0 o:l.mﬂ;r rewul. Jlatt,B.::G. “But vhen 3

: He s the mnltimdes, Bs waa mwﬂ “uh compassion on t hon" re-

ud
s

TR
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I.eve for the | chnroh 1o bo-

ggi gov gom and John and Miry snd Marvha, sme tho hoote of a1e-
- eiples ertmrﬂd oui oy vhe Holy Spirit trom amoung all the nstions,

:nd Ho loved thams See John 1%:1; 15::1.5 2 Cor 8193 Ephelid} b12;
1 mm w:.o +19; Heva.l:d. '
" Love to t_l;o Father- This had 5 compeliing influence in

briming Josua ] the "ortl,d and in holding Him steadih dt to His

mission. Ho gyys in Jomm 14321, "thet the world may knoy timt I
love the Pather, and as the Father gave me commandwe nt, ~ven so I
do;“ and in Jdohn ].0 1.7. ""’hnrezl.ora doth the Father love mo, be=
¢ uge I lay ﬂovm ny liie."

bhoaioq_e %o the .B’ather‘a Will-  Here is the supreme

motive ihutv brought Jesus vo thia s‘.l;n cursed vorld, if ve ar to
Judze by the way e rnitarawa 11:. ""-Iy meat is to o the =111 of
fim thet sent mo, &nd to £inish His work" . (John M{,-é)- "] csme
dovm irom heaven, not to do mine o‘rn 111 tut the will of Him that
gent ne” (John 6:8)s See alao_Johﬁ 0328, 24, .0, %y 6339,44%
316,208,005 B:16,18,28;-9145 181245 103203 14:284; 165:21; 163563
17\:8. Jesus gave thia thought to the disciples uo the key noter of

thoir lives a]ao. TAp my l’athar hath sent me, oven so send I you."

haus looked dom I ronm heavan

John 20:21l." - "Duby, duty 1n the sight ot God, 1s the onl-* au:rfi- ot I

cisnty motive Tor mission ry work."
Jogus! Mission Field

8 kmow that Tor the moat part Jesusr contined Mg

mias‘ion?;ry acriviﬂrn 'to' +he land 0% 'Eal"—'s-tina, 8@ There wag
abundant reason why ile should. fat it 1o equelly true the t He
; ae 'not s.mmn um His diae:lples ghould marrow the Field %o
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4@trodnn,tion Lo Jecma' Choice ot the twelve -nostles, It
tne shepherdless multitudes thet maved Jesus to
rnon, cleven of whom wers to mocome the T iret

And from thst point on th~ moot m{aort- nt_ phuge

J
__:‘wrk, was the training 0i thece men 107 Thdr. mssianm‘y )

We a:f,tnr o had returned to haaven. "o indocrrin:ted the
. dozen et they mi@t ovangelize the miliion," And thet'sS the

principle our miazipnr;.riﬂa are working on toaay. The training of
native preachers und workers ig becoming norrii‘und nore tho Teal '
work of pnc.’: orelen ﬁlmionur.y.. Henee the 1 rge emphasie upon
nchoo:l.s snd eolleres nnd Bible sehools «n@ seminer egy  these
hoatnorn countrion nust. be evanpeliven by their oun pf‘O’*lQ iy i
tney are to be evangelized at ell.

‘ 30 you fee, the nmodern missionary is *nouollinr all of

his work afver the work ox Jesua,bhrist,. the Tirst aission: rYs




{uesson for Hov.18)
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hat:,z.sa niiaa.tohaz#." mynm AB you -t_m“].l kizow, he ford

maans “ome pent”, a moaaéhger;. an umbassador’, How, in

1,1: f iitnral moanin(: ot thm orﬂ can Josus he mllad B mismonam

Indp d 46 o:n. "Vor Goad gg_a__ not H.te son invo the -forlﬂ to con~

denn thr vorid; 'bnt That The world through dim mi fat no aawd
{John o._l?-)q "l'or He whom wd hﬁth sent speskerh vhe -*wdn of God
(Joha 3:54). ‘wee slso Jomn 5:46,48; 63129, 28, 73 7:29; Bidp
108363 112485 1750,8,18, 0, 23,25, img you micht well think of the -
hO’IﬁG i:rom whi.ah He viae aon‘t. ‘;hgt will emohasi g6 the sneritice '

Ha,mrfd:e m 'co-ming to thia rrorm.' ﬂé came‘ trdm hegven, "For I caue
_dovn from heavea, MOT’ to. ao mine m "’111, ‘bnt the w 111 oI ia that

sent ne" (John &ie}_ﬂl._ He eauze from H:.a father's house (Jomr 1212}

xf-_?._‘ | °. He csume from the beson of the Father (dohn 1:18).

the {i0t1ves

: ;m;'.\t werb the motivéh: tlmt .b'tro'nght, Him? Eh‘éy‘ nust -mw 4
‘bren gtrong indeod o he.va c.mﬁeé im to laavn i. he {lorg of ﬁs
heavonly hone to ¢ o w this pin ﬁmad orlﬂ. :Lha SQripi.u;-pa
B'po_nk ol i our diui;inat motiwa the.i: movod demn to undertole ﬁ.ia

S migsdommy oz

2 . I_ocve‘f'er LO8t men- -?ﬁbrméh yeu ore surprised ¢ 0 hear it,
but this porticul.r movive da bub s1i htly emphasized, It is God

the sather who 38 p:mvrily Eavar by love fior the leat world as '
John 5 116 nd I John 4:10 80 c:l.narly revml.. Hatt 9.-16. "Bt v

_Ha sa™ the mnltimdes, Ho wase movea 7ith aamr:auian on thou" re=
8t ¢ "#r.a?bzvmw‘nom xur *mm mcah




: iplen gxtnema oui oy thq Koly Spirit iron anoune all ihe natione,
ma Ho lwaﬁ than- See John 125 " 10:1».- 2 Car «839; Eph.a.-. 5123
I Holp. @mo,n, Zev.l1b. ‘ |

'._'-‘.;: " Love to the B‘ather- Thia had % compeliing influsnce in

brinring Josun t0 the ‘*orlﬂ and in holding Him steadib ot to His |
migsion. He &rgs in Jomm 143Z1, "thet the vorld may knew tht I 0 4

love the l‘ather. and as the Father guva ne omnmﬁndrm nt, ~ven so I

e R R L

ﬂo;“ anﬂ in Jonn 10: 17, "Therefa:ra doth t'he .ﬁather love me, b=

A

e use I 153' ﬂown ny 111’9 »
Uheaiegga to the Lather's unl- Here 4c the supreme

motive ihst brought Jof»uu to thim si,n curged vorld, it we am to

jusze by the Wa;r He reitﬂ-ratt‘ﬁ it, "ny mest is to_ 40 the »111 of
Him thet sent mne, md to %inish His "'ork" (John 4s:4). "I csme

dovm from heaven, not to do mine o\'rvn rild :jut,thp. %111l of Him that

ms.ni me™ (John 63 8). See slgo Joh‘n 5125, 8, 0, 27; 632 9,443 ¥
7216, 28,053 B316,18,808; 9143 12:‘,4 w:ao~ 2424z 15;21;’ 1815y .

17:8¢ Jesus @nve this thoug:ht to the diaoiplns z@ the key noté\ ‘of

 their lives alao. TAS my ﬁ‘ather hath sent me, even so send. I you."
e
John z.'O...l. L "Duty, duty 1n the aisht‘ of" Grod. is the on]." lu:ffi- A

cieny motive ror miscionsry work."

Jogus® Higpion Pield

78 know tha.t :t'or the 'mbsf'mrt Jesgur eonii’nats Iig

mi.eaion«x:sr amivitiw to tne Lann a:r mloatina, 04 vhore wag
‘&bnnaant mqson why He should. mt At 1o equally- true thu.t Ha
M a1d uoz 1mn um: 1113 #iucipiea euonla nazrzon e ﬂe:u to




(John 3.12) :;nd oma:c a!ump have
ihom also..n‘ust I bring, and they
ahall become ono flook, one shep-

Yﬁ&dhﬁd 1n tha wholq or].d tor o téaﬁmm 10 all th@ nat ong™
-\"iatt;%:'lﬂ);;. "Go yr- mrafora. qm! muke diseiplﬂx of all the _
ndtiona" (Tatt 28319). ' Ty o S, T

Pemps the finesct sma::y m e n tine oi’ The methoda
Josug: uaeﬂ in Hig msaionary “mrk u 1:1 Hntt 9'35—3.0 1. Read' :
; ﬂwt ovor sevnral times, av‘hat aemrnl thinga do you see Hin foing
thers? hrite those do'm, “ng ﬂﬁnt o:t the & 1gnid cence of eads

I

one, énd its mlamn to the others. ; ;
'--E'aaching Eow that phaae ot His mﬂ: loops up 11 all oi His min-
| intr;y. neter to Hatl.d:23d; by 163 543 Hark 13213 6:8; Luke 43163
;'6.6: 15310, In :t'act the word " temeh' o occure about :t’orty-ﬂ*a | R ,

‘times in 1he 'Gospuls,- "i"aaehefr" As fcm ,nv'mr thet He wae commonly

knowh bye In the K:lng danes . ersj.on it is umauy trﬂnﬂl“[r

N ST "“'Iaator" Imt e eaehez'“ 15 the 'aerw anenrwtr :mz.(*wing. In tha A

. syna;,oguc By ;n rhc Ka: mla. on tne mou.ntn:tn gide, by the »oad aido,
on the ses shoro. 1n private ho~1rs, arqmd tho tab:be dn tho upner

room, whar oyer !L~ luas an nuuienca tm:*n you Ting llin tmehine.

He is evor hwy anwinc Tshe ﬂﬁﬁﬂg khowmr Thot whon ana m»re you

R 1038? amot it, the o wille prins np /ma bAag forth an amm- GO




411 any me thod mtstup in tw -
& ;nﬁuoneo Jia taacms‘?

"’;werk Jogua omt-lnyea.

"hink o t he trsnm.enumt

o Hia ﬁiselnloa tha emand, \ta‘nehinb thamv o obaarve 81l
#n,inga *‘nsuaoaver 1 cum.mnﬂnu Jota _j . And no won‘de_r we £ind. our.
misgioneTy leaders placing large emphasis upon tesching in 811 of
Thoir v oulre : | S B0 o i %
| i | M tne Gonpel ox tno Kingdom " This too had a
‘large plwe in Jesua' miesiom.,ry *erk. See Matt.2:17,29; Wark 1:14,
The rOOUY :ldea ot the word hore translt.tea ";;mrning s that ot'a
mra:.d urqo_J,aim.tna an oxfieisl mesn:zg_e. ‘So Jems wont :rrom vﬂlage
'th village .proea.'iming zbs go'o*u ne'wa ”‘o: the kingtbm ot .Maven-~

ind the nmﬁ onsry todoy is sn ozﬁoial derald trom the wnrt of
._hoaven nroomiming th mossage 01 reconcnimi en to lost aovJ.a.

R ali all msnner o1 d‘laeaaa and all manner of sidcness -
This wae ﬁermpa vhe moe spawacular ot ‘1 dur Lord's vork. Of Uis
tnlrty—eh roaoram miraclas. tront; s trere -1ra*cl‘ee ot -mal ing .

Thy uia Je oug ppr:om ntraanes‘r The most obvions resson, O ¢OXr 80,
"’”a To 1'@11"70 autiering;. -His.-blg, oom'swmsiomtc neort; wont ouv to
fVeYy hAnnn mfmror. hen Hip m,traclea grew the ‘11111‘ 11;.:. des. 1O hoar!-
rtﬂe toaaning' ané pmaming. ﬁuu 'me acst pemmnt ma) Iar-reach ing :
Tesgone THre to prove His suthority t 1att.9:6; Vohn 'n.do,..l,

: .Heb.z'é) ‘ a.n"' fo tosoh sririvusl n;rmmn, a8 raohm rocle woe :
physicel mpronentﬂon o.t' rhut Jmmn could do 't or tn eoula o: e o
;hink- 01 tacpe Tour reusone a? 'iyp];iea 1;& tha wvork o tha e dl.oal

5 ;miasiaam taﬂa;r.r ~Bn’vid Mvinsé‘hon naa aam. *God . md.;n only zmn.




v ity 1!’4.‘91\9‘- ST
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":L_gluodnf Li.on to Jocus'’ bhﬁt@;‘a of the twelve :nostles. I‘b g o
as tg - 4,4 %‘he ahcyheraloss nmltimdea that naved Jesus to

,‘ And fron tast point on }th noot 1mnm't nt pn._se '
;_was the tmining oz th.e:a men 102 thmr mmsionary
ors \aftar ﬂa naﬂ roturned to ‘heaven. "He indocrrimted tie

cozen ‘tht they misht_evengslize tho millionm,”  And thot'S the

~ principle our migclonsrice afe vorking on i0day. Ghe truining. of

native preachersund workors io decomimp mo‘rr-\'_and mora the Teal
f.voi'k ox tnq,): oreign ﬁisaiohur'y.. 'Hen‘&e.the'l rge emphasis upon
achoola'“‘nﬂ solleres and Sible aohoola* und Seminad eay tHoss

}matnarn countric-s nust. be evan@elmea by thair m peovlq o e

thay ure to be evanpolized at allq -

S0 you see, the modern mwaiona}y is modelling a1l of

hig work a frer the *ork ox Jeous. (..nrist, the T iret nis,icn (P o
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CHRISTIANS CALLFD TO BE MISSICNARIFS
& - ‘ ~ (Lesson for Nov.25)

. For -?i'.ogma we shs:;ll uge scts 1:16-8 as The basis of our -
study this wee! 2
a#araee Ghrlﬂ&ian than Acts 1:6-8, And second, the next three

sl 5
s Y

 Pirst, Matt.28:16~-20 is much more fanlliar to the

lessons after thls will be taken from the Bodk of Aets, and 1'6-8
should furnich s splendid introduction to the brief study of this
the graateat miasionary book ever written.,

"Read Aots 1:6-11, Come back now to verses 8 and 9. Pron
verse 9 you see that the Commond Jesus gave in verge 8 was the very
~ latt worad that He spoko to His disciples before Hb was taken up into
haavén. He left them with verse 8 ringing in their ears, And whate
ever elge they might have fbrgotten we may be guro théy never forgot

Aots 1:8. Decause it wie the very last word which they heard from :
i.-‘ntha lipe of Jb;ne, it naturally came with peculiar force, % _ﬁ
e Acts 118 ip the key verse of tho ‘ntire book of icts. I e
ﬁ; faet the whole book is but aﬂynfolding of th:t one verse, as we shall l;;
Saae, . Would thet yes oouis HLAn the tikate sral the book through with S

that verse in mind, Don't you think you ean? It will meke this les=
son aad the three following mean go mmoh mere to you to have this ‘
preliminary view of the Book,. 1f necegsary, give up something else- ?§
that you had planned on doing in order to have time to.roud sots ‘ 5
through: It 1s when we are willing to makm real sacriiioes for the
gtudy of the Bible &hat the old Book mexns so much to us, =




= What is o Witness

]

But before you begin the reading of the book, look more
earefully at 1:8, What o you think is the key word of that verse?

: UnquagﬂiOnﬁbly you'will gay that 1t i1: "witnosses". What is a

witness? It is one 'vho testifies of scmething he has seen,or
hﬁﬁid, or experienced, If you have ever attended a triai at court -
and heard the laayer bring out the testimony of a witness, you will
aporeciate the force of tho definition we have given, Heresay is
never accopted as testimony, It must be what the witness has seen
with hisg own eyes or heard with.his orn ears, To ﬁsa a personal

1llustration- I camnot testify to the grandeur of liagara Falls,

‘for I have never geen that wonder of nature. But I ean testify to .

tha.glory of the Natural Bridge, for I have seen it a number of
times, I Gannot testify to the efficiency of Sloan's Liniment for
& stiff joint, for I have nover tried it! PBut I cen testify to the
value of Absorbine Jr. for I have experienced its hesling properties,
low with this definition of "witness" clear in your mind,
I want you to go through the book looking for the use of the words
"witness" and *tostify". If you hove the time to read the book
gtraight through you will not need thegse reforences, lBut if you
haven't the time for that, please atl lbasf read thege references,
including the verge before snd the verse after each one:
: Acts 1:8;22; 152,403 531Dy 41353 b:32; BiRby 10:89,42:
15:81; 14:17; 18:5; 29:21,24; 22115;18,20; 293113 26:16,22; 28:23,

¥rom these refereonces you can roadily see that witnessing

1g the key word of the Book of Actse.
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Whore They Witnossed

Gﬁmb‘fsck now .to 1:8. Where did Jesus command those dis-
eiples %O ﬂeﬁr witness to Him? Thrée geographical limifs ares given:
(1) "Jerusalen”, (2) "All Judes and Ssmaria™, (3) "unto the uttormost
pg;t 6f the aarth”. These three goographical designstions give us
the three natural divisions of the books. For in Chapters 1-7, the
disceinles are witnessing to Christ in "Jerusslem™j in Chapters 8-12,
they are ﬁitnesaing in "all Judea and Bamaria“' and in Chaptéra
19-28, they are witnessing "unto the utt rmowt parts of the earth”,
Pleasn b sure to rerify tnpse divisiona by roferring to your Bible,

S0 you see that 1 8 is the key varse, not only’by giving the dominant

thought of the -ntire book, but also by indicating the prineipal
divisions of tho book.

To Whom They VWitnessed

To whom now were thnge discliples to bear witness? Acts 1:8

says "ge shall be witnesses Juntorme", Jesus Christ then, was to be

the object of all their witnessing., ¥Was this fact actually carried
out in their withessing? You have only to read their sermons, thelr
deifenses, their spe;chsa,_énd even their conversations to see th ¢
Jesus Christ was the center of all thﬂir toatimony. .Por exumple,

\&
refer to the following passares: 2:22,56 536, 1§X £:10, 12- 3423
7:55; 8:356; 9:203; 10:38-41; 15:23; 16:?1; 17:2-5; 18:5; 28:31l., ind

4f you will read their tectimonies gpome ¢ refully, you will see that

two great facts cbout Jesus stand out above everything olse; namely,
His death and His reaurreoﬂqn'.' You wonlﬁ do well to'exmnine some

of their teatimoniaa to verify that statem-nt, ana then to think

fhrcnﬁh.tha roagon fﬂm thia'p;ﬁninance of Jaaue' death and resurrectian

e T N e R

Ly

]




- gnswereds _Qhey witnessed first with their lips. They talked Jegus :

. witnessin; to Christ: Temple, symagogues, court rooms, on the road

 this spirit of brotherly love and unity would do. Read and ponder < gl

P  How_They Witnessed

Here is a very practical cuestion, but one very ecasily

every opportunity they had, not waiting for the set times and places,

Here are some of the places where we Tind these early disciples

side (8:26-40), in private home (10324£F), in the oity gatos (143
15-18), by the river side (16313), in prison (16:28-34), in the
market place (17:17), on the Aroopacus (17:21), in, School (19:9),
on the castle stoirway (21:40), before the king's judgment‘amat
(Chap.26), ‘on board ship (27:21-25),
Bt e Seatiaony ol DEBLT AEoR BaiIA keve bhen SibLe el

[

1t_not been backed up by the tesgtimony of their 11&93. The muk¥i-
fudes gaw that a tromendous chan e had been wrought in the lives

of those early Christisns, and the only way they could account for

it wes the fact #h of Christ vhon they were ever geekinpg to glorify.
Let me point out Just three typical instances of the power of the
testimony of their lives. The fir t is Aets 4:32-30, Read vorge i
o2, then pause to appréeiato the gignificance of that tremendous
facte Think of the deep spirit of ﬁrothﬁrly love that pTOMﬁt;ﬁ the
wealthy to saerifice gll of their possesslons in order thot their i
poorer brethren might fare ‘just as comfortebly as fhey. ‘Don't ?a ;
in a hurry to pass over this verse. It will take time for its

startling significance to spink in, Now read verse &3 to see what

the result of the presence of that spirit of brotherly love wase

The lives of the lay Chripstiang gave power to the preaching of the 4
apostles, Of course they did, for that is Jjus! what Christ said : @

o LT ‘ Lt L 3 g ! - E - |||‘!i’ih£é’:-_. ‘.:'-f: ‘.‘ .f - -'i'%l.;‘ iy ,,‘V: A ;:'i's"i s 2 . .-'x-:!
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John 1B354-353 17:21,26, :
Another striking evidence of the testimony of the 1ife is iy

the death 6f Stephons Read 7:58-60, Stephen praged for the men

who hurled the stones at him and Saul hoard him. Augustine said /

that If Stophen haé not prayed faul would not have preached, That -
4g, the love that Stephen had even for his enenies had large in=- 4
fluence in Ssul's conversion, Just one insfence of this out of
Paul's life- Head 16319-34, Then conneet up verse 25 with verse

$0s Dr.Robt.LsDabney had un uncle who was an unbeliever, Naturally
Dr.Dabney was groatly concerned over his uncle's gpiritusl condition,
and freguently sent him books on gpologetics snd the evidences of
Christianity. Later he had the greut joy of ‘seecing his uncle moke

a gimple profession of his faith in the Lord., Dr.Dabney then adked 2
his uncle vhich of tho books he hed sent him, had had the strongest
influence in leading him into the light, And his uncls told hinm that

i

Tt Tl

the books had had nothing to do with it, but ‘hut the 1ife his cister

s

—
)

i

had lived before him overy day had convinced him of the truth of

s 201
A

i; Christianity and made him eager Lo accept her Savious as his owm,

With What Power They Witnessed

Come back again to your key verse 118, "But ye shall
recoive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." Think

0f their ne~d of power, Remomber those disciples were uneducated, - e

with no préatige, and Ior the nmost pﬁrt ppoor. And they were come-

mended to tostify to Jesus of liazareth to the prejudiced Jows who

had crucified Himj and to the proud, idolatroua CGentiles, who
looked with scorn upon overy dJew, How helpless thoy would hﬁvet ¢ _Q%

been without this powerl I see th t next week's logwon 1s on ;“ﬂ
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"The RPower of the Faxly Chirch"s I am glad, for thwf will give us
_éhe 04p6rtnnity of spending a whole ieaaon bn this one point, So
we shell not develop it further heve.

 Hoort of the Lessen

Art you witnéesing to Jesus Christ in your own hﬁme, in your
community, on/ thrdugh-rnpreacnf;t1Vna.iﬁ the Home lMission fields
and Foreign Mission fiolds? I1g your daily"walk'anﬂ conversation™
backing up the testinony of your iips? ¢ If you érn-not tectifying to
Hinm, 18 it bccéuse you have not really experionced His grace and

presence in yoﬁr lifoe Poter said to the Sanhedrin, "we cannot but

‘gpeak the thinge which we saw and heard” (4:20). And Johm said in

his first epistle, "thst which + ¢ have heard, that which we have -
geen with pur eyes, th:t which we heheld, and our hands handled,
conceming the Word of Life sesscess. d6clare we unto yous" These

early, disciples tesgtified out o s rich experiences 1If we really

Imow Him through daily oxperience, then we cannot help but testify

to Hime And remember, the scope of your tnstimehy ghould be nothing
short pf.“thn utternost part of the carthe"™ The God of the 014
Testanent is o Migsionary Gods The Saviour of the llew Testument is
o Missionary Savicur. The disciples of the éarly Church bhecume

misgionary diseiples. How about you?

How_to Toach the Lesson

It seenma to me that if you are to teach effectively this
leggon and the three succeeding oneé you should seek at once to

faniliarize yourself with the Book of icte. The fact that we are

 to eover the whole book in only four'lassons. mizes it 2ll the more

, Becess ary that you get a working knowledge of the book just as soon

L)
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.aapoiig;le. "Iy 3% tob much to ask that you read the book through

,'%acq a weck L0 the nmext four weeks? You have ne idea how much

4 Qpai.willwgﬁﬂp you in the teaching of each of the next four lgaaonap

"Knowledge 1s jower” im Bible tesching as well as in evorything else.

\ ) Now for the teaching of this week's lesson. let ull of your
tqsﬁhing-cantnr aroﬁnﬂ Acteg’ 138, Have your class memorilze that verse
at the vory starts For thot is the whole Book of Acts in s mut shell,
Fmphasize the key word "witnesses", ﬁiing out f£rom them the meaning
of "witness". -Thon_traqd the words "witness" and *tnstify“ ‘hrough
the book by having the celags read in conpe?t The refarenoés we g£ave.
ﬁhen'follow the outline we used in our study, (1) Where they wit=- |
negged, (2) TJ whom they witnnsaed,.(a) HOW‘tﬁBy witnessed, and (4)
With what powar‘tﬁay witnessed. Loy large emphasic upon "How they
witnegged, especislly the witness of the life,’ s

Try to get es many of th- eless as will to read Acts through

-

once & week during their study of the Bdak;‘ If you have done it, you

£

con tostiij to the interect and value of guch roading,
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T 13y poTR OF THY MARLY CHUROH

{Lesson for Dec.2)

i

Power is the key word of our study todays. The first time it occurs "
in the Book of Acts 1s the 8th vorse of the first chapter. By the
Waye the Greck word that is translated "powsxz" is "dymanite", or to

- bo nore ancecurate "dynamig", 8o you see it is a brother of "dynamo”

ond "ayn;;m_ios“. Reoad Acta 1:8 carefully and answer these questions:

‘What was the Source of this power? \hat was the purnose for which
" this power was given? Let me put the tzuth of that verse in a

definite proposition, The Holy Chost was given the diseiples to

| empower them to witness to Christ from Jerusaulem to the uttemmost

part of the earth. Real 138 ov r ugain, . Have I exprossed the mean=
ling of that verse nccurately? Power for witnessing, then, was the
purpose of the coning of the Holy Spirit. So if we are to gtudy

thig Power from the point of view of the Book of iets, we mus$

study 1t in Felation to the witnedsing, Ang you paw last week that |
witnessing was the key thouzht of the whole book,

- would that we eould tuke the whole book as the hasla of our
ptudy of thi.-, gregt theme. But t]mt would be askin{; too muchs 3o
ve shall coniine ourselves largaly to the gecond chapteor, going out
overy noﬁ and them to other.chapters for further illustrations of |
the prineiples revealed in this one chapters 3ut i€ would rejoice
our hearts, i after geeing the princinles i-evealod in the gecond
chapter, you would of your own free will, read the w-hole’ book %o

gee how pronminent those prineiples are in practlieally, every ehap-
ter, and it would rejoice your heart too!
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\_ﬁithess'td'Jaaue Ghzist,Ato tallt Jesuse Just ué goon as the Spirit

©ame upon them, they begen to testify, Read verses 4-1l. The
Purpose of the “6t@g;_wonguas" wal that all nationalities could
undergtand the temtimony for the Gospel wes meant for ail nations,
What did Saul of Tarsus do as goon as He received the Spirit? See

“Actis 9:17-20, Remember, Jesus had promised thot the Holy Spirilt

ghould beur witness to Him (John 15:26).

80 much for the relation of the Holy Spirit to the witnesu=
inges Iiow let us see what He did to make Pete; the effective wit-
ness that he was that ﬂaﬁ. ~Just look at Peter standing up before
that great multitude of people to bear witness to Jesus Christ.
waa that easy to do? Have you ever tried it? And ligten to wvhat
he is saying. He is setually sccusing the Jews of murdering the
éon of God., Read verses 29 and 26. What tremendous boldness
that required! Where did that spirit of boldness ocﬁe from? Did
Pefnr have it at the time of Jegus' trisl? Read Iuke 22:54-62,

He followed Jesus afar offs Instead of going into the trial_he‘
pat out in the court., He denied his Lord with oaths and curses
at thn tount of a mere cervanimald, To, Peter on Pentecost is not
the matursl, normal Poters Thet boldness was the result of the
Holy Spirit in Poter's heart. For Purther evidence of his bold-
ness, read 4:15-13, 19-20; 5:27-52, 40-42, To be sbsolutely sure
that this boldness was the -direet work of the Holy Spirit, read
4#29751. How essential this spirit of boldness wae and is to any
successful witnessing to Jesus Christ. Just think about that a
little, recalling your owm experience in witnessing to Christ,
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Peter's Testimog_

Vegses 14-21 give us Peter's explanation of the descent of
the Spirit. His testimony proper begina with verse 22 and closes
with ve«36e With whom does he begin and with whom does he close
his testimony? In the 1ight of verses 22 and 56, read Peter's
entire testimony. You gsee that he beging with Jesus and cloges

with Jesus, and holdig Jegas aloft throughout. "Ye ghall be wit-

negses unto m&", Jegus had aaid. Two thinge stend out in all his
testimony here: the death of Christ and the repurrection of Christ,
How clearly ond understandingly Peter speaks of these two fundencn-
tal esperiences of Jesug. -Haod Pete always understood Jesus!

death and resurrection? For your snswer refer to Matt.l6:21-23;

Luke 9:44-45; 18:51-54; 24:1-18, 19-26. From theie references

you will clearly see that Peter, in company with who other disei-
ples, had névar undergtood Jesus' death; he had tried to keep Him
from‘going to the Cross, and then when the Cross aciually camé, |
1t shottered for the time beins his falth in Jesus as the Hessiah.
And how slow they were to believe in the resurrectionl To see hﬂw
utterly out of gympathy thsse.men were with Jesué' goiritual mis=-
gion, even up to the last, resd Acts 136, What a new vision Peter -
hag gotten of Christ, of His death and resurrection, of the spirit-
ual ch racter of His migsionl Where d1d he Bet it from? Read :
John 16:14, In speaking of the Holy Spirit who was to come, Jesus , f
' gaid "He shall ghorify me: for He shall toke of mine snd shall :
declare it unto youis" The Holy Spirit threw His 1ight upon Josus

Christ, ond Peter suw His Saviour and Lord as he had never seen

Him before. Before Pentecost the disciplos thought they knew




,vﬁgibsus, but thoy saw din "as throngh a8 glase, ﬁarkly" Bat after
Pentecost, with the Illqminatian of tho Holy Spirit, they saw
Him "face to fmce." This fact is revealed not only in the sermons
and addresses in.Acﬁa but also in the Epistles, Could these men
have testified to tho true Josus snd His epiritusl work with the
linited knowledge tﬁey had of Him bvefore Pen}ecost? Gan yoﬁ end I
testifly to Jesua unlegs we lmow Him'aith that 1ntimate knowlodge
which only the Holy Spirit cmn give?

The Testimony of the ‘B:.b_;e

_ You .eertainiy must have been impressed with the large place |
that the 014 Testement and expoaftion ﬁhareof has in Poter'é SOTTMON,
Suppose you count the verses that axe baken up with-expokit;on of - 4

| ! the dln Test:mont quotationsa, fétar is using thoge 018 Teptanent
auotations in ve:ges BS-31 to prove the roslity of Josus' regura
reotion; and in a4 aﬁd &5 to prove Jegus' einl%ation to the right
iﬁht&of Gods Where now did Peter pget his intimete understainding
of these 01d Testoment paasagos? He certainly did not have 1%
before Pentecost, because they would have revealed to him, the
truth concerning Jesus' death nnﬁ_fesurrfction.' Por your angwer
read John 14:26; 16:12,13 slso I Cor.2:13-14, From these you see
that one of the speclsl fumctions of the Holy Spirit is to revesl
the truth of the Bible. o is the veal Teacher of God's Word.

| And without ﬂia tutelage, thn Bible is o cloped Book. S0 the

%ii;‘. Spirit of truth, who eme ot Pentecost, revealed to Peter the

truth of the 013 Testsment concozaing Jesuse Tow if you go

_.w;*r through the Book of Lets gnd study the verious sermons and addresses

B
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. The Holy Spirit_in the lultitudes

50 far wé have eoniined our study to the Power of the
Spirit in the ﬂisciplns.iﬁ“mpking’thoir teatinony affootive,
But we must at lesst réfer to His power In the nultitudes vho
hoard the testimony. This ig seen in ve mes 37-41, Study thet
in the 1ight of thome roforences, John 16:8-11; 161143 335,
From these you will soé ?hat‘the‘ﬂoly E@iritfconfictea-them of
siﬁ; He revealed Jesus to them os thlir-d_ivix.m Saviour; snd He

re-crestod them. They were born again of the Spirit. This is
just a bare outline, pleace gtudy those points out more fully

for yourself. ; 3¢ i

The Heart of the Lesson

The purpose of this leason has been to cause you to E eel
your need and- th‘solute -dependence upqn_the Holy Spirit. Perhaps e
-you have long locked with wistful eyes at the 1ife end work of : |
those eorly. Christicne. Today's lesson ‘voveals the eeczl'e'e of it
all. You asgk, How may I have the Holy Spirit in His fulness and
power? John 14:15-16, 21, 24 teach thal eusolute o‘oeﬁi'ence to

Christ is the necessary confltion of the Spirit's power in your
life, Test your lives by those verses. The ‘zs:lmplfhzst and finest
trestment on the Holy Spirit that I know of is James H: lecConkey's
"The Three-Fold Secref of the Holy Spi.i*it." I mpgest that you d
write to Silver Publiching Company, 1013 Beasemoi~Butlding, Pitige
‘imz;gh, Penn, for & copye They will gladly send you one free. It

will prove a gre f blessin; to your sonl, ‘a® it hag to thousands b
of others. '
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THE QUTRFACH OF THE EARLY CHURCH

L - &

(I.eeacm for IEC,9)

Let us go back to the ey verse of Acts (1:8) for our
starting pointe. We have already seen how that verse gave us not
g:iy the dominent thought of the Book but also the three principal
divisions: "Jeruseslem", chaps 1~-7;: "all Judea snd Samaria”,
ks Beile “ublomint Jert X Sl Ve dhaps. AR SN
pose we give definite names to these three se"ction,a or periods
of the Book as follows: Uewish Period, ch@a.;-'?; Transition
Period, Chapm.8-12; Gentile Period, chapa.la-zé. This week we
ghall study the Transition Period, Of course it will have to
be a stundy in the large, but we believe th .t will do more to
impress the misslionaxry peassion of this Book upon our minds nd
hearts than the gloaa study of amy individual passage of a few

verses will,
The Transition Period

First of all, why this Transifion Period? Why a big gep
of five chapters between the Jewish Perlod snd the Gentils Per-
1087 That is an importeni question, for it farces us to ask
what God's purpose is in these five chapters. The reason there
is such o gep between the Jewish Perlod and the Gentile Poriod |
is that there was a tremendous gulf between the Jew and the
Gentilé. - And before the Gospel eanld' go from the Jew to the
Gentile that gulf or chasm had to be bridged over, We have
referred :ln.prev:lou‘au‘ 1o sgons to the kxigh bigoted attitude of
the Jew toward 1:}_13 Gentile. Ve have seen jthat at work in the
first seven chapters of Acts,. For ailtho.ugh several years had
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passed since Pentecost, and elthough Ghrist had expressly

commended the disciples to bear witnese To Him not only in
Jerusalem, but also in vsll Jules and Ssmaria md unto the utter-
most part of the earth"”, still the apostles had not gone outside
the walls of Jerusalem. They had not gone because they d1a not
‘want to go; they did not believe the Gospel was meant for the
"uclean” Gentile, If he wanted to become s Christian he must
first become a Jew, 0 thoy believeds In spesking of this great
chasm between Jew and Genflle, Stifler says, "The separation was
completes It was not a matter of a day, but o#:enturiea. It
was worge them Hindu Casteeseess. The touch of the Gentile was
defiling; his food was an abominatlon to the devout Israelite,
and his religlon blasphemy." Now this prejudice and conviction
of ages had to give away before the Jew could receive the Gen=-
tile into the Chruch as a brother, "And be vho knows what

humen nature is", to continue fluoting from Stifler, "must admit
that no earthly power could have solved the problem in a single
generation, Only God coulds The revolution was bloodlesra, hut
history cannot. point to a greater, wrought even by arms. It_:la
1itt¥le less marfelous them the resurrection of the dead."

Bridging the Chm

So in Chap ters 8-12, God is bridging the Chasm between
Jew and Gentile. He is proving to these narrow prejudiced,
bigoted Jews that it is His Will that the Gentiles should be
received into tﬁe Christian Church on the same basis as the Jew,
With this purpose in mind, please read Chaps.B8-12 to see what
‘means God used o convince the Jews that the Gospel was meant
'fdr the Gentiles, If you do not get all the light you want on
¢he first roading, read it the second or oven tle third tine,
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I‘.ook.at Cormelius’'vision, When was it? (verse 30). What
does it reveal of Cormelius' life? To what does the angel at-
tribute his great privilege? Why 414 not the sngel reveal the
puwrpose of Peter's visit? !

Bow look at Peter®s vioim, When 433 16 have if? Why
wags dinner delayed ti:at day? Who spoke to him out of heaven?
What does Peter's snswer reveal se to his Jewish pre judices?
How many times d1d the sheet from heaven sppear® Why? Ponder
over th.e dramatic imprasaic;n the vision must have mﬁde. '

: When did the meséengera from Cornelius appear? How did
thelir appearance throw light upon the purpose of the vision?
pia God loave Petor in doubt es to that response ho s%uld meke to
Cornelius’ recquest? Vhat does verse 25 veveal as to the effect of
the vision upon Pe?e:’t Why did Peter take the Jewish brethren -
with hin to Caesarea? See vs.45; 11312,

In what waye 1s Peter's sermon in Corme lius' house especi-
ally appropriate for that woo‘caa:l on? Zi)i.d pPeter have the oppor-
tunity of finishing hile sermon? Study wlth extra care 10:44-48,
for that is where Peler and his "Jowi sh brethren are convinced
that God intended the Gentiles to have the Gospel, What wam the
convineing fact? Campare the outpouring of the Spirit nore with
the outpouring at Pentecost (2:4). The vision of the sheet Iot
down from heaven, made Peter wllling to enter a Gentile's house,
while the outpouring of the Spirit upon Cornelius' household con=
vinged him thet God intended the Gentiles to have the Gospel.

Think of the stir thgt'ths news o¢f Carnelius' conversion
muat have made throughout the Jewish Chruch. The Jerusalem Chuxrch

was 80 wrought up over it that it summoned Peter before its body




d e2hall agsume that you heve thie g'raap 0f ChopBe8~12,
First, spend a moment or two on 1:8, review ing the dominent
thought of the Book anﬂ ahowlng how it indicat-o the f:hroe
divisions of the book: Jewish Period, Tranistion Period, Gentila

_Per:l!od. With that a8 an introduction map out your plan for

teaching something like this:

' I. God's Purpose inm the Trensition Period.
Il. The Six Prineipal Steaps in That Period., Remember ';:rou
are here g:lvin; Just a bird'e-eye view of the whole seetion, 80
you can d0 no more than mention the six steps with Just a Word on
each to indlcate how Goﬂ'a purpose was reveslod,
III., The Conversion of Coxnelius.
4e Carnelius and Peter finely adapted to God's purpose.
Be Cornelius'Vision,

Ce Petex? ?!aion.

D, Peter's experience at Cornelius' house with special
emphasis on the descent of the Holy Spirit. '

LEe Peter vindioates his actions before Jemalem Churoh.

Fe Glima: in 11:18.
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WORLD - WIDE MISSIONS
(Lesson for Dec.l6)

: The theme for this wook's les%m, as you see above, is
"iorld-wide Missions." This takes us back to 1:8, the theme verse
of the book. "Ye ghall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem,and in
all Judea and Ssmaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth,.”

"The uttermost part of the earth" is world-wide missions., Now in
Acts the taking of the Gospel to the uttermost part of the earth
beging with the 13th Chapter. Up until this time, the Gospel

had been coniined to "Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria.”

0f course we shall not attempt to study chapters 12 through 28 in

one lesson, What we would 1like to do would be to take a rapid
bird's~cye view of the whole Gentile Period, and then study more
In detail a part of ths 16th Chapter.

Bird's-Eye View

As you know, the fak:lng of the Gospel to the uttemost
part of the earth was acoomplished on three principal missionary
tours, and then the Journey from Jerusalem to Rome in Chaps.27-28,
Here are the chap:tar and verse limits of the three tours: First
Tour 15:1-14:28; Second Tour 15:36-18:21; Third Tour 18:22-21315.
If you have the time, plaaa; run rapldly through these simply
noticing the places Paul vigited on each tours Do not stop to
gee what he did at each place, unless you have an abundsnce of

time. What we are after is an impression of the extent of Paul's.
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‘nor a Lydiae Think of thiés in the light of Rom.,1l:16.

v B
bitter antagnonitm to evexry new move of the Gospel see 8:19-13,18=24}
15:8-12, How did Paul overcome Satan's powpr? Wiith vhat result
upon the meid's masters, upon the muktitudes, upon Paul and Silas?
Try to pleture that dramatic scene in vs.19=-24,

Pralses in Prison
Read verse 265, Ponder over verse 25, What do you think of

that, anyhowt To more fully appreciate this go back to verse 19
aond get the full force of esch step in the cruel treatment of Paul
and Silas. From theilr neck down to their hips they are all hruised
and bleeding, Down in the muck of the lower prisomj tholr feot in
gtocks; not a drop of water; not a mouth full of fooﬁ; pitch _dar#.
'.f!hen it is they sing a duet of pralse o Godl While you are think-
ing of Paul's i;oraeoution here read the eatalogue he glves'of his
hardehipe in 2 Cor.ll:28-28, Think of this spirit of Paul in ite
relation %o his world-wide mission.

The Jailor's Convéersion
Note the lset clause of va.25. Think of the impression Paul's

singing must have had on the jallor as well as on the prisoners. .
Was that an ordinary earthquake? If so, how do you account for the

opened doors and unloosened fetters? What various things do you

think combined to bring the jallor to verses 29 and 30?7 What evi=-
dences have we of the reality of his coziversion;f Evidently the

Jallor had been a "hard" man, not a proselyte Eunuch, nor a Cornelius,

Review the chapter by making note of overy triumph of the
gosp:} it records, What do you think was the greatest triumph?




Heart of the Lesson
Two statamanfs of Paul fr‘om the firet chapter of Romans

give us compelling motives back of &ll his stupendous nmissicnary
laborss "I sm debtor both to Greeke and to Barbarions, both to
the wise and to the unwise" (1:14), "For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christy for it 1is the power of God unto salwvation
to every one that believeth; to the Jew firet, and slso to the
Greek" (vs.16)s Think of his missionary work in the light of
these two verses. Then ask yourge 1f theee questions: "Cen I
make these two statemente with the ssme sincerity and confidence
with wvhich Paul ppoke them?" "Does my failure to do this account
tor any lack of nissionary enthusissm on my pert?"

How to Teach tlhe Lesson
Before starting to teach any lesson, settle definitely in youwr
ovm mind just wvhat you want to aceomplish, Get your destination
in mind, and then ci:art' your ;my to 1t, This lesson for example=-
You went to give your class some conception of the far-reaching
-extent of Paul's missionary labors, and also an explanation of
 that fact, The simplest way to sccomplish the former is by a -
map-atudy of Paul's missionary journeys. Be so familiar vith
these journeys yoursellf that you can trace them without any hesi-
tation before the clagse low the best way to glve a matisfactory
explanation of Paul's World-Wide missionary successes, is by
teaching his experiences at Philippi, which may well be considered
a8 typleal, Two things about those experiences furmish the ex=
planation. First, the triumphant iwwar of the Gospel. And second,

= ¥ h, 3 S v " "
"‘;é _!;-_tiﬂ..t: - f L R Ry e T8 e




R, e
the triumphant spirit of Pauls Here then is an outline,

Themes Paul's World-Wide Missionary Labors.

I. The Fact= GShow on map.
IIl. Eiplunation of the Fact,
Ae The triumphant power of the gospel at Philippi.
L. Conversion of Lydia.
2. Demon cast out of maid.
4e The earthquake.
4, Conversion of Jailor.
He ?an;o oi the offlcers, -
B, The triumphant épirit of Paul, His singing praises to

God in prison. See also 14:19,20; 20:22-24; 21:10-14;

2 Cor 0113 25=084




< 4 REVIEW LESSON i
(December Z0th)

S

The Review lesson is alwgys a difficult one to handle, be-
cause there is s0 much matari_al to be covered in so Brief a time, It
is practically impossible to take up all twelve lessone and get any-
thing out of them. 50 we phall mggest a method that will be based
upon the lessons of the past quarter but will not be an actual review
of the individual lessone, Perhaps 1t will prove to be more of a
Summary then a Review, Here is the general theme, "Bllle Reasons Why
I Believe in Foreign Missions." I say "Bible Reasons, because each
reason ghould be based on the Bible, and have been revealed in some
lesson oxr lessons of the past quarter, Uow the "I" in the theme means
youl Are you a stronger advocate of Foreign Missions today than you
were three mohtha ago? Surely you must ﬁa. Weﬂ., what faets have
you learned from the Bible during that time which mske you a more
enthugiastic sﬁpporter of Migeiona? BSuppose some one geeing your en-
thusissm for Miselons would ask you, "What melkes you so deeply interest-
-ed in Mispsions?", what would you tell him? Would you be ready to give
a reason for the Tiath that is in you? Or suppose some one would say
to you, "I Jns't don't believe in this Misslonary business,"” how would
you seek to convince him? Before proceeding further with these sug-
geotions please write down flve Bible reasons why you believe 1n
Forelgn Migsions. Put some good hard thinking into this to get them
gtated clearly and concisely. DRemember you are pleading a case in
court. The life of your €lient' depends upon the way you argue his
case, Present just as strong an argument for him as you ean, and base
each argument on the Bille.

Have you done whet we asked you to do in thé above paragraph?
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If not, then halt} Work out that brief for your Clienmt, please.
Remember, you are pleading a casge for your Lord, and for the five
hundred million in heathen darkness. Surely they may expe dﬁ you
to put in some good hard work in their behalf,

Thanl: you, Would that I might see your group of argumenta,
Then I might not feel the need of adding anything further, But
Dr.Sweets expects me to £ill out this column! Iio aoub'b we have hit
upon several of the same reasons. Do not aldopl my reasons in pre-
ference to yours, Yours are better for you. Hold on to them, Use

them every opporitunity you have, They grow stronger through umse,

A Miesionary God
I believe in Foreign Missions because God is a Missionary

God, Think of the three porsons of the Godhsad- God the Father is

a miggionary God~ "For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whesoever believeth on Him should not porish but
have everlasting life,"™ Think of His attitude toward the Ninevites,
as we saw in the lesson on Jonah, God the Son is a misslonary God,
An entire lesson was given to the subjeet "Our Lord Jesus a Missione-
arye" Dr.Hugh White of China has written a book entitled "Jesus the
Missionary." Many verses might be quoted inm support of this, but we
shall give only one~ "And other sheep I have which are not of this
fold; them alse I must bring, and they shall hear my volce; and they
shall become one Iflock, one ahephérﬂ,"" John 10;18. God the Holy
Spirit is a Missionary Gods The greatest missionary book in the
world is the Book of Actee The most conspicuocus figure in that book
is the Holy Spirit. He was given to equip the diseiples to be wit-
nesges to Christ "unte the uttamoét part of the earfh" (Acts 1:8);

, He convinced the Church that i1t was God's will that the Gentiles

i)
i
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should have the Gospel (10:44-48; 11;15-18); He chose, sent forth,
and directed the steps of the first missiomaries (13:2-4); He
determined upon what grounds the Gentiles should be received into
the Church (15:28)s Do not be content with the roferences given
above on the various points, Think back through the Quarter for

other proofa.

A Missionsry Nation
I believe in Foraign Missionsg becsuse Israel was chosen |

‘to be & Missionary mation., The father of the Hebrew nation was {
Abraham, Whon God choge him, He saild "I will Dbless thee « « « o
and be thou 2 blessing . . » . 1a thee shall sll the families of the
earth be blessed" (Gen,12:2,3; 22:18). God chose Abraham for the
sake of "all the nations of the earth." When God entered into a
covemant with Israel as s nation He sald, "Ye shall be unto me a
kingdom of priests” (Bxz.19:6)% Ue saw that a priest was a mediator
between God and man so that Israel was chosen to be a channel of
blessing from God to all the nations of the earth, The whole of the
01d Tostament from the 12th Chapter of Cenesis on is piven to
the 1life and history of the Hebrew nation, preparing them to fulfill
their missionary miasiion. Though God was purpossly seeking to make
them a separate nation (that they might be a holy nation) during
this preparatory period, He kept conatantly hefore their eyes His
miselonary purpose in and through thems This was done through their
psalmists and prophets, Even their home in the land of Canaan was
chosen because of its fine adaptability to propagating a world-wide
religion,
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Thet®s the missionary zeal of the great leader of tha'missionary
movement of the Farly Church. In view of this we can readily belleve
him when he says "I am debtor bhoth to Grecks and to Barbarioms, both
fo the wise snd to the foolish., FRom.1:14,

Reileox Influence eof Migeions

I believe in Foreipgn Missions because my own spiritual
welfare 1ig dependent upon my sharing my know;eﬁge of Christ with those
who know Him not. Jonsh will forever stand out upon the pages of
higtory as an examplé of the spiritual weeek of a2 man who did not be=
lieve in Foreign Missions. He tried to f£lee to Tarshish, for he was
afraid that 1f he went and preached to Nineveh God would have merey
upon that heathen clty. Then when God did gave the Ninevites, Jonah
prayed that he might die. For he would rsther 8ie away frem his home
land than %o see this heathen people the feaipienta of God's mercy.
What a tragic end this narrow selfish spirit brought Jomah to, He
loagt all resneet for God, all concern for his followmen, znd the only
conecern he had for himeelf was for the physieal, "He that would sawe
his 1ife shall loge it." And on the other hand, he that would lose
his 1life for Chrigt's sake, the seme ghall find it. Think how Paul ;
gave hls life with ahsoiute abandon to gsharing the Gospel with those

who knew it not. Do you know of any man vho had ag rich, =md full,

and abounding life as he? There is & vital connection botween those

two faots. : | /\¢

Clear tut Instructions

I believe in Foreipgn Missions because our instructions are
cloar-cut and definite., They are the very last words that Jesus spoke
before Ho was taken up into heaven, "All gutﬁority hath heen gilven

me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore and make disciples of all

- '.';}~‘F*"*' Lt
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the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end
of the world." (Matt.28:18-20). Once mowe, "Ve shall rocelve power
when the Holy Spirit ic come unon youjy and ye ghall be ﬁy witnesses
both in Jerueslem snd in all Judea snad Semaria, and unto the uttemost
part of the earth.,” (Acts 1:18%.

"Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the nations.”
"And ye shall be my witnesses . . » even unto the uttermost part of
the earthy Could anything be more clear cut and definite than that?
Jegus did not say, "How I want you to go", "I hope you may go", nor
"I expect you te go." Bubl He said "GO"e. Thalt's an imperative, and
1% was piven with all the force of an imperative., And remember who
gave it. I¥ was not given by Peter or James or John, but by the
LORD, by Him who seld "All authority hath been given me in heaven and | 3
earth,"

80 it ient a question of whether I feel like sending the
Gospel to the heathem, It lont o question of whether I went to share

the Gospel with the lests It lstn even a question of whether I bee
lieve in Foreipgn Missions. It ip simply a question of my obedience
to Chrigt'ps direct command, & command ag binding as "Thou ghalt not

kille"™ And I hear my Lord saying o me, "He that hath my command-

nents and keepeth them, he it im that loveth me."” "He that loveth

me not, keepeth not my word."

Hoart of the Lesson

This time the whole lesson is the heart! For the reason
that this Review Lesson is =mupposed to be the heart of the teaching

of the whole Quarter on the Missionary Messages of the Bible., Would

that its purpose ﬁare more fully carried out,

7Y PP L) e A T s e e
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How To Tezch The lesson
We sugpgested at the close of the last legson treatmnent that
you ask cach member of your clags te bring in five Bible ressons why
he Lelieved in Foreign lMiscions, Let most of your lesson period be
given b0 getting those reasons from the clasges., Ask one membé' tﬁia
guestion, "What is the very strongest Bible reason you have fof be-

lieving in Foreign Missicis." ©Put that reason on the board and talk -“*'*@!

about it for a minute or twoe Then ask the same question to a aedond

member, and a third, until you have gotten an expression from every

member of the Claéa. If they have not covered the strongest reasons
you add the ones you think chould be included in the list. Then with

all of the reasons before you on the board, ask the Class, "Which of
these reagons do you think is the strongest of 2117" This will
necessitate their weighing the verious wreassons, and thereby each

reason will be more firmly impressed upon their minds,
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PAUL TFE MISSICHNARY.

I. His Preparstion.

A.

Rerly, prior to the time of the Book of Acte.
1. Rorn in Tarsus, s cosropolitan, Gentile City. Aates 21139,
a) The seat of a grest university.

b) The center of corrupt hesthen worship.
c) A canter to which peoples of s11 nstionalities ga£hered.
2, A "Hebrew of the Hebrews." Phil: Bizb.
3. A Roman Citizen. Acts 21:39; 22:27,28.
4., Drade - a tent maker. Acts 18:1,3.
.B. the nse he made of this, II Cor. 11:9; I Thes. 2:9.
5, Religious trasining. Acts.22:3.
6. Student of Bamsliel. Acts -2:35.
Ister Prdparsation.

1. Probably a member of the Sanhedrin. Acte 26210

5, Uig gonnection with Stephen's martyrdom. scte. 7:58; B:il:
: 22:20.

3. An arch-persecutor of the Christians. Acte B:3; s
262908 " Gais A el5,

.
v

4. Purther preparstion after Fis Conversion.
a) Tausht by Christ. Gal. 1:12; I Cor. 11l:23.
b) Prevaration in Arshia. Gsl. 1:17.

Characteristice which His Preps

e ]

5+tion Reveal and Developed.
1. Tearned in the Scripturee. This made it vossible for him
o be the erest expounder of the Cospel, which is an out-

erowth of Judaism.

2., An extarrely concecisntione Jew. Acte 23:1, Phil. 3:5-6..

This fact proved teo him ths* pesce snd rishteousness could

not be attsined by keeping the law. Phil. 3:7.




3. Bxceedingly zealous. Phil, 3:6; Gal, 1:14.

a) The same zeal thst he had used s a Pharisee would

be need as s misaionary.

b) And rmore, becsuse the thousht of the horor he had e
formarly wroupht sgsinet the Church was s continusl
indentive to drive him to still grester zeal as a
ghriatien. I NimaalBS-a7,

4, Onalities of lesdership. Acts. 7:58.

5. Cosmonoliten in gympsthies. I Cor. 9:19-23.

IT. His Conversion.

ELT.

A.

Hin Oaildi

(3ee notes on Acts.)

At the time of his convaersion. Acte 9:1b; 22:15; 26:16-18.
1. A chosen vessel. Acta 9:16; See Gal. 1:15.

2. To be g minister. 26:16.

3. To be s Witness. 228:1b; 26:16.

4. To be an fpostle. Gal. 1l:l.

5. To Tentiles, kings and Jewe. 9:15; 22:21:;26:17-18. Gal. 1: 8

6. To suffer for EFis nasme.fcte. 9:15

..

N:B. a) His e¢all came directly from the Lord. =26:14.

B.

C.

b) It waes primarily to a work of teetifyine of preaching.
Othér reiterstions of the call. Acts 13:46,47; 22:21.
The Influence of His Call upon His Life.
1, In making hie defense he referred to this c¢all 2e the
explans tion and justification of his work. Chaps. 22 & 26.
2. In his epiatles he defends hie anthority ss an aposile
by insisting that he hsd been "called'" of God. Rom. 1:1j:
FiGom s AT B Do, JAeileiieanll o8h. T Bph. A3l Cels 1ols
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IVv. His lotive.

*fi. Nhedience to the divine cormand. Acte 26:16, 19; 20:24.
B. The love of Christ. Acts 21:13; II Cor. H:11, 14, 15,
C. Zesl for God's honor. Actas 17:16, 17,29; Rom. 1:25,25.

D. Sense of parecnal indebtednsse to the unevangelised. Rom. 1:13-16
T Em. « 2210,

-~ V. His Field. The condition of.
I A. Moral Conditions. Rom. 1:28-32; Col. 3:5-7; I Cor. 6:9-11.
B. Socisl Conditions. |
1. Prevslence of Sinvery. I Co¥. VT:281l: BEph. 6:53 Col. 5:21.
2. Hoathen estimate of Womanhood. Acte 15:20,289; I Cor. Ch.5-8.
3. Prevaslent social estimste of Jews - with whom Christians
were confounded - s drawback to Missions. Acte 18:2; 16:20-22.
C. Intellectusl Conditions.

l. As indicated by desire to hesr new things., Acts 17:21; II Tim.
4:3.

'-2..Philoeophical tendencies of Greeks. f ghom LR 0= 30
3. Theosophy of Colossal. Col. 2:23.
D. Religious - ‘Votaries of deities met by Panl.
1. Worcshippers of an "Unknown God." Actas 17:23.
2. Temple keepers of Diana. Acte 19:26-356.
3. Vaid hsvine a epirit, s Python (4Apollo) Acts 16:16.
4, Yercury snd Jupiter. Acts 14:12-13.
b. Prevalence of Idolstry. I Cor. Chaps. 8-10.
6. Goddess "Juetice" and "Twin Brothers." Jfets 28:4,11.
™ VI. His Pield - The Extent of
A. Countries and Distriects Visited.
1. Acbaia. Acts 18:27; 19:21.
2.sdrabia,  Gal. 1:17.
o. 0ilieag, Acts 1Bs4l.
4. Grete. " Acts 2877 Mbus 1:5.

. Oyprngs . Aehstddsd.
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B% Galatis. MActs 16:63 183c38.

7. IIgrienms  Rome 15719

9. Jundea. MAets 26:20.
10. Lycarnia. Acts 14:6,11,
Ll Byata s whale 2580
128, Melita. Acts 28:1.
13, Vscédonia. Acts 16 & 17.
14. Mysis. Acts 16:7-8.
15. Pamphylia. Acts 13:13; 14:24.
16. Pheniecia.  Acts 1b:37 2€l:8.
17. Phygia. Acts 1l6:6; 18:23.
18 Pisidis. Hdebts 15:14: 14:24,
19, Sigilty. Hata B8:13.
20. Spain (?) TRom. 15:24,28.
21, Syrisa.  Acts 1541,

Cities and Towns mentioned in connegtion with 8t. Paul's
Journeys % Workd. (Forty-nine sre distinetly named in this
connection.)

Places where Bhurches Eesentiglly Pauline were Established.
1. Cities where such churches were locsted.

Beroes. Ac¢ts 17:10-15.

Corinth. Acts 18.

Cenchreae.. Rom. 16:1.

Gologsae. EGol. 1:1.

Ephesus. Aetse 19.

Hiopapoilda S Gel & Ailiss

Laodieig. CGol. 4:13,16.

Philippi. Acts 16.

Rome. Acts 28.

Thessolonica. Acts 17.
Progas. Aets 20:6: Ditus 4213,



Toecalitiss where more ehurches than one were found.

1.

2‘

e

8. Syria.

Paople Resched and

].l

Ashsla o TTRoE. Tlt-

Gildcig. w fetardb 20,

Jrotan  Didmald b

Galatiia s I Gors 16

Lycaonis.
LT cBom;

I'secoadonis. ks

Phrygia. Acts 18:23.

Acts 156H:41.

Acts 16:1,by l4:6.

Tnfluenced by Paul's linistry.

Tho2e whote names are given in connection with his work

number 118.

Some of these were people of distinetion.

1) Bernice. Aets B5:25.
3)

5)

Claundis. ITI Tim. 4:21.

Dionyaius. Acts 17:84.

7) Blymss. scte 13:8.

9) Pelis. Aots 23:34,

11) Pablius.

13) Sergins Psulune.

15 g engst Tt na" 3016

2)
4)
6)
8)
10)

2)

Acts 13:7.

Caesar's household. Phil.4:22.

Crispue. Acts 18:8,

Drmailla. “Aets 24224,

Brastus. “Rom. 16:25.
Peatus. Acts 24:27.
Pudense (?) IT Tim. 4:21.

14) Sosthenes. Acts 18:7.

. llogat of those who becsme converts were of humble origin.
E-Coa.

1:26-27.

The entire number converted not known, but genersl state-

ments show that they were numbrous.

Acte 13:43; 14:1;12;
18:8; " 19:30 .20,
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g Mathods.

A.'U

B. H

is B*ose of Strstegic Centers.

1a Uee of Synagogues and Jewish Found=tions.

¢. The Prominence he ~ives to Preaching. 4cts §i16% Gal, J:163

X Romans 15:19.

D. His Reslization of the Importance of Teaching.

5

gixteen different words - msed 89 times in all - implying

teasching, found in Acte and His Epistles.

g

1. Paul wae: himeelf appointed to tesch. mim. 2:7: II Tim. 1:11]
2, Bmphagie laid upon tesching in Pastoral Epietles.
T i Ai11: IT Tim. 2:8; Titus 1:9.

3. His Work at Ephesus. Acts 20:17-35.
Ttinerztion as a lissjionary lethod.
1. Fis YMiessionary Tours.
5. Three main objecte of itiner- tion.

a) To plant the Gospel in new regions. Rom. 15:19-24,

b) To orgsnize and strenpthen work already hegun.
Acts 15:36,41; 18:23.

¢) To exercise oversisht in infasnt churches,
T, o mll B4 4208, 19.

Perasonal snd Psstoral Work. Acts 20:17-35.
"from honse to house." '"every one.” "night and day."
B~tension work in surrovnding territory. Aets 19:10.

Yirascles of healing. Acte 14:8-18; 16:16-18: 19:11-12.

Parsonal and Axxlesimstical Use of Pastors and Felpers.
(1lative Helners.)

llen. 4polloa. Acta 18:24; Aquilla. fActs 18:3,18.
Archippus. Col. 4:17; Arietarchus. fol. 4:10.
Artemse. Titus 3:12 0lement. Phil. 4:3.
Oriscens. IT Tim. 4:10 Demas. Col, 4:14.

Epaphras. gpl. 1:7. Epaphroditus. Phil. 2:2B.
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8. Chap. 49.
A

striking chapter telling of the mission of the Servant of

Jehovah to the nations.
A0 = 0 M I S SR R 8 L 8 S
S Blling =B
10. 52:13-55:12.

"He shsll sprinkle msny nations; Kings shsll shut their mouths

gt Himlls Bllny

"By the knowledge of Wimself shall my righteouns Servsnt justitfy

maneA - BE ]
11. 6031-34.

The desecription of Glorified Zion, where 311 nstions sare seen

comin® unto her.

12. 66:18-24.

The c¢limasx of the Book - The llew Learners

and tre lew Bsrth.

"The time cometh that I will eather s8ll nations snd toungnes:

and they shall come, and shall ses my glory.” v. 18.

"And it 2hsall come to pase, thst from one new moon unto snother,

and from one Sabbath unto another, shall all flesh come to worship

before re, saith Jehovah." wv. Z3.



The Book of JONAH.
Thems : "The God of Jonsah."
I. He is the God of the whole earth.
A. Jehovah was concerned over the wickedness of Nineveh, the caspitel
of s foreign nation, hundreds of miles away from Isrsel.
B. Jonah thought that by fleeing to Tsrshish he would get beyond
the reslm of Hehovah's jurisdiection. cf. Jer. 23:23-24; Ps. 138.
C. The mariners believineg the local gods were brought to recognize
Jehovah ss the true God. Their egods failed to anewer their prayers
while Jehovsh did.
Applicstion.
Today Jehovah's sway is universsl.
II. He is the Suprere, the Soversien God.
A. He is Sovereisn over man. Je made rebellious Jonah carry out
His will.
B. He is Sovereign over Iineveh in her Repentance.
C. He is Sovereign over nsture.
1."The wind and the ses obey Fis will."™ 1:4,15.
2. Tnaofeigh. 1Lyl 6
3. The gourd. 4:6.
4. The worm. 4:7.
5. The esst wind. 4:8.,
IIT. He is the God whoee merey extende to every m tion.
A, Revealed in His dealing with Nineveh.
1. The wickedness of that great eltyvw. Lig,
2. God's righteons judgment proclaimed against it. 3:1-4.
3. The pesople's repentance. 3:5-9.
: :

. Jehovah's mercy. 3:10.




B. Revesdad in contrast to the merciless IJonsh.
1. Jonah was a prophat from Isrsel, the nation thst had been
the recipient of Cod's peculisr merey.
2. Be refused to go to Nineveh in the first inetance hecause
he wae afraid God woﬁld have mereh upon it. 4:2-3.
3. He becsme angry when God showed mércy npon Hineveh. 4:1-4,
4. This miserable epirit in fasce of God's mercy to Isrsel ss a
hation, and to him ss an individual, in esving hir from the
gea.
5. 8f. the unmercifunl Servant in Matthew 18, and the Elder
Brother in Tuke 15.
C. The motive of Cod's mercy mpon Ilineveh.
1. The welfare of the 600,000 inhsbitants, the crestures of His

own hsnd, each with an immortal soul, "snd also much cattle.“
4:11.

2. Fis own Glory. ©See Jarigoen, Fausset and Brown.

Conclusion.

The relation of these three attributes of God to each other.
1. the TIII is the centrsl, controlling one.
a) I in iteself wonld send terror to every heart, bnt when
TIT is sdded joy snd hope takes the place of terror.
b) II is tributary to III. God uses His sovereien power
over man snd nature to briang zbout ¥is preat purposes
of grace in the world.
God is not only the éod of the whold world, but He loves the whole
world snd is tremendously concerned over ite sslvstion. He is not
only Sovereisn cover all the powers snd florces of the whole world
but He is nsing this Sovereign power for one grest purpose,

nemely to esrry out His redemptive purpose for the whole world.
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The Book of AEQS.

I. Chspters 1-2. Here Amos proclaims judgment uvon the
neighbore of Judsh and Isrsel in exactly the ssme wsy snd on
the ssme cenersl principles ss npon Judsh and Isrsel.

ELS 9:7-15,
411 the llations are inecluded in the finsl restorstion of God's

people.

The Book of JOEL.
I. 2:28-32.
The promise of the .outpouring of God's Spirit upon all flesh
which ghall inaugurste the proclamstion of the Gospel to s8ll
clasges and people.

IT. Chap. 3. God's judgrent upon the nstions.

JEREMIAH.
I. 1:5, 10. - Jeremiah was cslled to be =2 prophet "unto the n&tions."

IT. Chape. 46=51. - Prophecies "concerning the natione" Here Jehovah's
relations to theseAnations is herdly dintingnishable from that to
Judsh.

TIII. The Nstione to share in the promised blessing to Judah.

%:16-18; 12:16-16; 16:19-21; 1BsH If. 25:27-28.
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MICAH snd ZEPHANIAH,
T. Micah 4:1-5. The pesceful latter days in whose blessings all
nstione shall ghsre.

IT. Zevph. 3:8-10. Judgrent upon the nstions followed by blessing.



A THE MISSIo NARY IDEA Il PENTATEUCH .

I. Genesis Chaps. 1l=-11.
A, Here Gpd is dealing with the Race as a winle,
See C p. 158,

B. Twp dispensations of grace, - Adam until Noah
Noah until Abraham.

C. Both of these dispensatipns were failures, because
all o f the nations forgct God. This showed the
gself renpvation was impp ssible.

ITI. The Abraham Covenant - 141 times bz Ry LR

Intre duction.
The impo rtance of this Co venant in God's planof
Redemption. :
(See motes on Matt. L:l for this)



A. Abraham :
"In. thee s8hall all the families of the earth be
blegsed" 12:3
"Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed in him" 18:18
"And in thy seedshsll all the natigns of the
earth be blessed." 22:18.

B. Isasc _

"T will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven,
and willL give unto thy seed all these lands;

and in thy seed shall all the natigns of the
earth be blessed." 26:4

Q

..Jacpb

"And in theeand thy seed shall all the families
of the earth be blessed."

D. Judah
" Gen. 28:14.

1. God has not changed His purpcse b8t He has changed
his metihp d.

2. The chipice of Abraham was inclusive, ot exclusive;
He execluded the natigns in Abrahamm that He might in-
include them in Jesus Christ.

3. The whole of tune 0Old Testament is but a development
and outwo rking of this Abrahamic Covenant

4, The Abrahamic Covenant in the New Testament.

Acts 3:25.

"Ye are the sons gf the prophets and o f the Coven-
ant which Ggd made with jour fathers, saying unto
Abraham, And in thy seed shall 2ll the families of
the earth be blessed. Unto you firgt, God, having
raised up His Servant, sent Him # bless you."

a) Here Peter is slowing thet Jesus Christ is the

. direct fulfiliment o f the Abrahamic Copvenant.

b} Also that the Jews were necessarily the first

to receuce the blessing, but not the only ones.

Galatians 3:7-9

"And the Scriptures, forseeing that God would justi=-

fy the Gentiles by faith, preached the Gospel

befpo rehiand, unto Abraham saying, "In thee shall

all the nations be blessed.

A) Paul takes this covenant to prove that it was
God's plan from the very beginning to include
all the nations in His redemptive purpoee.

b) They were to be received on exactly the same
grounds as the Jews, namely by faith.



c) The true sons ¢f Abrahamn, and hence the recipients
of his covenanted bdlessings, are not his descendants
according to the flesh, but his Bpiritusl descendants
those with a like comipn faith., This fact alone
obliterates all racial distincticns.

5. Other facts that prove that llissions was in Ged's eternal
plan o f Redemptio n.

Bph. 3:1=13.

4) In 2:1.1-22 Paul has slhown that the Gentiles are np
longer aliens but fellpw-citizens with the (Jewish)
saints and of the houselpld of Gopd."

b) Paul then starts to pray for these Gent:le Christians
but, because the prayer has to & with eternal ideas,
he pauses a moment to set forth the grounds gn which
the prayer is to be ¢ ffered-

1) God nhas constructed the ages in Christ.

2) The plan, on which He i8 constructing the ages
“has been concealed.

3) But Christ has come and mow God has revealed
this mystery to His apostles.

4) The revelation of the mystery is that "the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, and fellow-members of
the body (of Christ), and fellow- partakers of
the promise in Christ Jesus, tlpugh the Go spel.

5) Paul was appdinted a minister to the Gentiles.

III. The Senaitic Cpvenant.
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a8 BOCK F 4CTS . - .4 MISSICNARY ROCK.

T. The Miseionary ¥Yrosram. 1; 8.
II. Oppositicon torfhia Program.
4. Christian Tewish Prejindice apsinat the Centiles.
N.B. This prejudice wse natursl. A religious,socisl, snd politieal
'aa_m chosen, God sppointed, had existed betwcen Jew snd Centile for
; .;W' 2000 years.
1. The apocstles and leaders stay in Terusalem, although Christ had
commanded them to po beyond ite bounde. See 4:106; 6:7.
2. Petor's repeatsd refusal to est snything "common or unclean”
even in the fsce of the Lord's command. 10:9-16.
3. The ntter amazement of the Jews when they eaw the Foly Spirit
descent upon Cornelioun's housekold. 10:44-45,
4. The contention of the spoatles and brethern in Jerusalem

with Peter becsucse he entered Cornslins' house and ste with nim.
11 s 5

5. Bven when the Chrietians were driven sway from Jerusalem they
preached "to none e=ave only to Jews." 1] 3400 y

6. The contention of eome of the Jewish Christisne that the’
rantiles be ecircumeised. ©Thsp. 15.

7. Bven Peter refusad to esat.with the Centiles in Antioch when
cortain Jewe from Jeruss em care down. See. Gsl. 2:11-16.

8. Lven yesre after the Gospel hss gone to the Gentiles

¥ thoussnds of the Christisn Jews were 2till zeslous for the law,
21:20,

B. Non-Chriatisn Jewiah prejudice against the Gentiles.
1. Revesled in the rurder of Stephen. Ch, 7.

2, Their bittor oppoeition to Psul on his missionary toufs. 13:44-45
DO 42 B A0S el Eor 86 AR 11909 B0eS . Ohaps.. 28l-24,
N.B. That prejudice spainst the Gentiles wasas the real couse of

their podeition ie eles¥ly saen in 13:45 and 22:21,22,
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T. His Home baM

\;; YTS3TONARY CHRIST.
\ AY
WLed@e came.

A. Tte ?1901@}»\_,5{; _,
1.7 th SodY Tno. 1:1; 16:27; 17:8.
2. My Pather'a hovse. Jno. 14:2.
~ 3. "In the bosom of the Pather." Jno. 1:18.
B. Ite Attractions.
l. The love of His Pather.
"Thoun are my beloved Son."
"Thoun lovedst me before the foundation of the world." Jno. 17:24
P S SRR O T STl o e [ ACH a2 ECIRE 2 e R 2 P S
IT The Motives that brompght Him.
A. Tove for Lost 'en - But galichtly émpshsized. It was God the Pather
who was primasrily moved by love for the world.
B. Love for the Chureh to be.
JHA e Lol “?sving loved Hies own, etec."”
15:13. "Greater lovée hath no man, etec.”
2 Bonr. B:9g "Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ tho
He was rich, ste."
See also. BEph. 2:4; 5:2, 25=-27; I dno. 4:10,19; Rev., 1:5.
€. Love to the Tather.
"That the world may know thit I love the FPather and as the Father
gave me comrandment, ewven so I do." Hno. 14:31.

~ "Therefore doth the Father love me, becsuse I lay down my lifed
Jno. 10:17.

D. Obedience to the Father's Will.
"As the F-ther hath sent me, even so send T you," Jno. 20:21.
"I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will but the will of
Him thst sent me." 6:38.
See also 5:25,24,30,37;-6:59, 44; 7:16,28,33; 8:16,18,28; 9:4:

12:44: AB¥20; 14:24; 15:21, 16:5
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ITT His MMeecion Pield.
4. In thelmind of God the Father.
"The World"” 1 Jno. 3:l16s
B. In the "ind of His Forerunners.
1. The angels st His birth.

"Behold I bring yon good tidings of great joy which shall be

-
to 811 the people." ITuke 2:10.
2. John the Baptiat.
"Behold the Tamb of God thst taketh away the 2in of the
World." . dno. 1:89.
C. In the ¥Mind of Christ.
The field in thp World. Mstt. 13:38.
"I am the light of the world." Jno. 8:12.
".T came not to judge the world, but to save the world." 12:47
"And I, if I be lifted up from the world will draw all men unto
myeelf. Jno. 12:32.
"And other sheen have I which are not of this fold: them slso
must I bring, and‘they shall hear my voice; and they shasll
become one flock, o6ne shepherd." Jno. 10:16.
" And this Gospel of the ¥Xindgom gshall be preached in the
whole world for a testimony to all the nations." Matt. 24:14.
"Theresoever this Goapel shall be presched in the whole world
etec."” Matt.126:13850.
—-—

Jeenug' Intercescory Prayer. John 17%20-26.
D. In certain Circumstances and Incidents of His Ministry.
1. At Fis birth the three wise men from the East came to pay
homsage.

2. He preached to the Ssmaritons who recoenized Him ss "the

Sawvior of the World." Jno. 4:48,
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3. It was the Roman Centurion Ghoee fgith He cormsnded - "I have
not found 36 great faith, no, not in Isrsel, snd I esy unto
you that many shall come from the esst and the west, and shall
ait down with Abrsham, snd Issac, and Tsecob in the ¥ingdom of
Heaven -" Matt. 8:10-11.

4. The two “resis who came seeking Jesus, and seeing in this, His

world wide dominion, He said, "The hour ie come that the Son
of Man should be glorified." Jno. 12:20-23.

5. The Chooging and Cormissdning of The Twelve Apoetle%. Matt.
0:06=10:424

a) It was very evident that TJesus wss training them for s
far larger saphere of lshor sfter He left. "As thbn didet
send me into the world, even so sent I them into the World."
T s L 80
b) During Christ'e life time their work was limited to the
loet sheep of the houce of Isrsel, hut He pave them inctrue-
tions which could be carried out only in the world wide sphere.
H.B. It might be wéll to ask, Why did Jesus confine His personsl
ministry slmost exelusively to the Jews®
1. That He mieht give the JTews every pnoe2ible opportunity of

.

aceepting Him. To them belonged the first offer of sslvation.
dets $:26%

2. "Jesus' work was not to epread the Gospel but to mske the
Gospel. Fe indoctrinated the dozen thst He misht evangelise
the millions."

I¥. His Miesionasry Work.
See Matt. 4:23 for summary, also 9:35.
A, Bducational.
1. The prominence of His tesaching.

"Desch" TOTAT 45 times.

Matt.. 10 times. Mark

14 times. Tuke 12 tires. John 9.



2. The Character of Fis tesehing.
"The multitudes were sstonished at Hiskesching; for He

taucht them as one having suthority and not as the Seribes.
Matt. 8:28-29.

"The officers snswered, Never man 80 épake." John 7:46.
N.B. The astonishment of the people indicates very elesrly the
real need of Jesus' teaching. They were in the grip of false
teachers, of blind euides. Jesus came as the "Light of the
World."
3. His Trainine of the. Twelve.
This His moet important work, to which He ecives the

-
1

greatest csre. Cf. the work of the Missionsry todsy in
training the native workers 3nd building nup a native
ministry.

B. His Evangelistic Vork.

1. The prominence of "preaching"

Matthew 5 times

Vark 9 o

Luke 5 5

John b e
19

2. The Itinerant Prssacher.

Sea "Jeaue the Worker" under Mark 1:16,19,21,38-39;
2:1,13;
4:35 BeEilad
b3k, 6 7:24,31;
878 18 22 A
9:50 .83
1@l S e A6,

-
-




5. & Prascher to Individusls.
licodemus - John 3. Samaritan Woran - John 4.
4. His Mesgsage.

‘"Repent ye snd believe in the Gospel."™ Mark 1:
See slso Matt: 4:17: 11:20: Fnke 10:135; 11: 523

5, His sending forth of the Twelve.
Maitts 10:7: Mark 6;7=13.
Their message: "ind they went out and preached that men
gshonld repent.” Msrk 6:12.
C. His Mediesal Work.
1. The prominence of it.
See Matt. 4:23-25; 14: 35,363 Mark 1:29-34; 6: 55, 56.
Cf. 36 recorded mirscles, 26 were miracles of hesaling.
2. The Purpoae of Hie hesling.
a) To prove His authority. Matt. 9:6; John 20:30,31.
h) To relieve suffering Mark 1: 30,31,40, 41.
¢). To gather the rmltitudes. Matt. 9:36.
d) To tesch spiritusl t#uths. John Chaps. 6, 9, 11,
3. The Irno;tance Jesus placed npon it.
g) His meassge to John the Bapntist. Matt. 11:3-5.
h) He pave the power to Hie disciples. Matt. 10:1: Msrk 16:18.
"God had an only Son, and He gave Him to be & missionary and a
physicisn. A poor, poor imitstion of Fim I am, or wish to be. In
His service I hope to live, in it I wish to die."=David Livingeton.
"There is a lsnpusge which all can underatsnd, and which carries
a messsge which every man cares,’sooner or later to hesr. From the
moment the medical miseionsry sets foot on his chosen field, he is
maester of this universal langusge, this unspoken tongue of the
heart, and is welcome to the home of strsngers. The simple Arab lifts
for him the curtain of hie gost's hair tent, snd bids him enter.

mi. - 38
The Mandarin ealls him to his palsce, the nesesnt hees him to come



ads hir to the recesses of his

: \ s X

to his lonely cabln, the Brshmin le
1Y

Zenana. Heal the hodily ailments of the heathen in the nsme of

ghrist, and you are aure, at lesst, that Fe will love youn and bless

you, snd all that you esy will hsve s meaning and a power not conveyad

= n )

- by other Lipa. "= v. G. B. Post - Syria.



The Missionary Tesching of Christ.

I. Concerning God's love for a lost world.

1. "God so lovad the world, etc." Jno. 3:16.

2. The pErables in Iuke 15.
a) The shepherd seeking the one lost sheep.
b) The woman eeeking the lost coin, her grest concern, her joy.
- e) The Psther's rejoicine over the home-coming of the prodigal

¥ B. Tapecislly the elder brothar. B
IT. Concerning Fis Love for the lost.

"And when He saw the rultitudes, He wae moved with compasssion

for them, because they were diz=trescsed and sca‘tered, ss sheep not
having a8 shepherd."” Matt. 9:36.

ITI. Concernling the Kingdom of God.

N.BR. Remember this is the ssme Kingdom that dominates the pre-
Chrietian revelation, and which is declared to he & universal
¥ingdem. Isiah. 9. Bamg. 2.

1. Tt is st handi Mark, 1:14-15.
2. EXar fdr ite coming. Mstt. 6:10.

3. The Christian'es first duty is to promote ite interest.
Matt. 6:33.

4, Growth an essential Chsracteriestic of the Xindeponm. Matt. 13.

a) Parshles of mistard seed and lesven.

b) Parable of the Sowsr.
¢) Parzble of the Tares - "The field is the world."
5. Its consummation snd glory. Matt. 25.
Bapecially £5:32 '"and before Fim shsll be gsthered all

the nationa."




U.?. Brine out what tris will involve in workere snd equipment.

(4))

b, The PrOﬁihe of the Commiesion.
"o T am with you alweys, even wnto the and of the world."
E. The Permsnence of the Cormission.
1. It couldn't noseibly hsve been carried out by those eleven
disciples.

o

5. The promise is, "Lo I am with you always, even unto the end

of the earth."

Accordine to LUKE, 24:44-49,
Theme: "God's Plsce of Redemption snd His Method of Csarrying it ou

‘Introduction: Before leaving His disciples Jemus mskes clear to thi

the-divine purpope of His desth. 4And to do this He goes back to {1l
0. T. and gives the gist of ite teaching. He interprets Cod's
plan of redemption ae it is revesled in the law, snd the prophecies
snd the Psalme. A4nd accordings to Jesus this plan contains three
fundamentsl thing=.
I Christ's Desth.
£, 0ld Testarent paszsages that tesch it.
B. Why Hies death is fundamental.
IT. Christ'e Resurrection.
A, 0, ?. pasgages that teach it. Sese scts 2:24-28.
B. Thy His Resurrection is fundsmental.
C. The prominence of theese two doctrines in the Anostolic presc]
ITT. Missions.
"And that repentance and rsmission of eines should be presched
His name unto all the nations, beginning at TJerusalem.”

AL Q. T. teaching on Missions.



Isions igl an essential element in God's Plan of Redemptic
"Tisai ne sre se necesssry to the saslvation of the world as the
death an&iregurreotion of Christ.”
1. Brom man's point of view.
a) Bod's plan of redemption promises salvation to every one
who believes. (Quote seversl promises.)
b} But, "How ehall they believe in Him of whom they have no
heard®?” Rom. 10:13-15. 8See II Kings 719.
2. From God's point of wisaw.
hriet eannot be slorified withowt llisdions.
His glory conziste in Vis being crowned King of Kinge and
Lord of Tords by people of every nation; in the completion
of His body, the church, whieh i2 to be éownoeeﬂ of men san
women called ont of every land. See Niesh 4:1-5; I=sa. 66:
Read Carver Chsp. 11.
IV. God's lMethod of Carrying out Eis Redemptive Plan.
By the presching of witnesses endued with the power of the
Holy Spirit. ‘'vv. 48-49.
A. Here we see the real sipnificsnce of the lMiéssion of the Twe
B. Pentecost.
ITI. Commisesion sccording to JOHN. 20:19-23.
Theme: The dieciples duty is t0 carry out the same work whict
Jesus begsn.
4. The nature of the work. The salvation of the world.
"As the Pathsr hath sent me even go send I you." wv.21.
"For God sent not the Son into the world to judece the worl
but that the world should be ssved throuesh Him." Jno. 3:17.

B. The Power for the wordd The Holy Spirit. v. 22.

C. Their responeibility. v. 23



: m\ UNIVERSAL REIGN OF CHRIST

The subject of our Chrisitmas lesson is "The Universal Reign

| - of Christ", and the principal passage upon which that theme is based

is Isailah 11:1-10, ILe% the first step in y‘m.u' gtudy be to test the
appropriateness of the eubjJect by examining the passage. Does Isalah
11:1-10 present "The Universal Reign of Christ"? Is the subject of
the lesson the theme of that passage? For remember, we are not study-
ing sub Jects oxr toples, we are studying the Bible.

Go carefully through Isa.1l:1-10 to see if it presents to us the
roign of chr!.at.-Read it over several times for this one purpose.
Write down in your note book everything that could be considered as:
bearing on the reign of Christ, Now go through the passage making
note of the "universsl" character of that relgn. ' Are ?ou satisfied
now that the Lesson Committee has given us the true thgmo of this
pagsage as the subject of our lesson? All right, we shall go ahead
and study this great Messlanic passage under the theme of "Th§ Uni=-

versal Reign of Christ".

The Sprouting Stump
To appreciste the significance of the first verse of the 1lth

chapter, go back end read verses 24 through %4 of the tenth chepter. -
"Be not afrald of the Assyrian”, em.ys‘ the Lord to Hls people in ve.34.
In verses 28-32 the prophat in a very graphic way, pictures the
invasion of the Assyrian king to the gates of Jerusalem, That was
ealeulated to frighten Israsel. But in verses 24-27 the Lord had given

Israel encouragement to face the Assyrlian invasion, and in verses 53-84

He gives the final remson why the Assyrian power should not be feared,

»
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Read those two verses with youwr imagination alive. Do you hear the
erash of those proud amd stately cedars of Lebanon? They represent
the mighty Assyrian power, They are lald low with the axe swung by
Jehovah's owvn hands, And here ig the sipgnificent thing., A cedar once
cut down puts out no new shoots; and so the Assyrian power, when 1t
falls, will fall forever. Now read verse ome of the 1lth chapter to
see the striking contrast, That evidently is an oak, which every
woodsman knows, puts out mew growth from the live stump. What is the
etﬁnp of verse 1?7 Jesse, the father of David. 5o we have here the
indestructible vitality of the Davidic Monarchy set over against the
irremediable destruction of the Assyrian power.

Character o:f the Messiah | -
Test carefully this outline of Isa,ll:l-10
S 1., The Character of the ﬁing-ueasiah, V8e2e
2. The Nature of His rule, ve,3=5.
3¢ "The Universal Harmony and peace which He will diffuse through
nature," ve.6=9.
4, The universal character of His reign, vs.10.
Do not accept this outline until you have thoroughly examined the 2
pagsage in the light of 1t to see if the outline is accurate. If you
do not agree with it, change it to suit your conception of the passage.
This is to be m study, not mine.

From verse 2 what 1s the source of Messiah's coharacter? "And the
Spirit of the Lerd shall rest upon Him", Note the permanency expressed
in the word "rest"., This verse then teaches that whateve.r the Messiah
was fo be, He was to be by reason of the resting on Hiin of the Spirit
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of the Lord. To see how this was actually fulfilled in the experience
of Christ read Iuke 5:21,22; 4:1,14,18-19; Matt.12:28; Actes 10:38,

Read these charscteristics of the Messiah over agaim, Do you -
think thoy present a fulllrounded pioture of Messialh? Where is His
tenderness, His sympathy, His patience, His humility? WVhere are the
attributes foretold in Isa.42:1-3, and implied in Isaiah 537 [This
passage does not propose to pi-eaent g_ll the attributes of Messiah, but Tt
that are indispensable to a perfect King, For remember, Messiah is
pre.santed here as King, snd not as Prophet or Priest, so the kingly
essentials of characfer are glven,

Maclaren gives this exposition of the vérious characteristics,
"yisdom and understanding' refer mainly to the c‘laarnesa of intel-
lectual and moral insight; 'counsél and might', to the qualities which
glive sound praotiqal direction and vigour to follow, smd carry fthrough,
the declisions of practical wisdom; vhile 'the knowledge snd fear of
the Lord' define religlon by its two partes of ascquaintance with God

founded on love, snd reverential awe which prampts to obedience,"

The Neture of His Rule

The first clause of ve.? ie the transition from the character G4
of ueaaiaﬁ to the nature of His mule, Loock at that for a moment.
George Adam Smith says that clause is better translated thus, "He
shall draw His breath in the fear of the Lord,"” This would indicate
‘that the fear of the Lord was to be Méssiah's very 1ife-breath, |
Whether that translation 1s accurate or not, 1t does pressent a char=
acteristic that was dominant in the life of our Lord; See Psalm
40:7-8; Tuke 2:49; John 431343 531303 6:28; Matt.26:39,42,




Next follow the features of His rule tﬁb-ﬁ). Study these in
the light of the character of Messiah présented in V8.2, ATe they in
acecordance with that ? What is to be His attitude toward "the poor"
and "the meek™ Think of this in the light of Matt.5:3,5; 15:21-28;
18:1-6, remembering that llatthaw.is the Gaspel of the King, What is

to be Messish's attitude toward the wicked? Think of that in the light

of Johm the Baptist's statements concerning Wessiah in Matt.5:7-12.
Read also Matthew's picture of the Judgment Scene in 25:51-46, lNote
"throme", "King", kingdom", as lining that passage up with this one
in Isaiah,

Hormony and Pesce in llature _

What do you make of verses 6=9% It is certainly a beautiful
picture of Paradise regained, Is that ever going to be an actual ex=-
perience, or is it jJust an allegory? Both Ga'o;rgo Adam Smith and
Alexander Maclaren insist that it is not lfo be taken a@ an allegory,
an 1f "lions" and "wolves" and "snakes" meant bad menj "but it falls
into line with other hints in Seripture, which trace the hostility
between man and the lower creatures to sin, and shadow a future when
"the beaste of the field shall be at peace with thee.'"" It is cer~
tafuly trae that the sastk with all i% contains, snimate and ludninnte,
shared the‘c,urse thet fell upon man becsuse of his sine See Gen.3:17-19'
53293 Isa.R4:6; Jor,l2:4, Paul declares the same truth in Rom.8:19-22,
and shows very clearly that o all ecreation shared in the curee of man's
sin, so all creation is to share in the glorious liberty of the sons of
God wrought out by Christ's redemption. As the hostility between mam
and the animals was caused by ein, it will be removed when sin has been
wiped out, and "the earth shall be full of the know;l.edge of God, as the
waters cover the sea." '

\,wgﬁmi' - '
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1 Meggiah's Universal Reign
Verse 9 closed with the statement, "the earth ghall be full of

the kmowledge of the lord as the waters cover the sea.," Now read verse

10, Here the universality of Messiah's kingdom is presented, By "the

root of Jesse" is meant, not the root from which Jesse sprang, but, in
accordsnce with ve.l, the sprout from the house of Jesse. That has De-

come 280 tall and commanding that 1t is an "ensign" seen by all the

nations, The c;bsou:re befinning of verse 1 is here contrasted with the
conspionous destiny of the Messlah, "And I, 1f I be 1lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto me." I% is the Cross that malkes possible

the universal reipgn of Christs For it is at the Cross that the bondage

of Satan is broken (John 12:31-35; Hebe2:14-15)., and the reign of

Christ over the hearts of men establicshed., And it is hecause of the

Cross that ’Jasus hags the righl to reifn over 21l nations and all king-

domss Study carefully Phil.2:8-11l, noting especially the forcé of
"wherefore" at the beginning of vs.% ©See slso Heb.2:9, putting em=- « |
phasis upon the "because”; and Rom.1l4:9, For further ovidence of this j
universal reign of Jesus see Ppalm 2:1-123, noting especlally mraés B8

and 9; Psa.28187-20; Pealms 67 und 723 Isalsh 661 18-24; Matt.28:18-20;

Acts 13183 Tphel:l9=-23, Which of these passages do you thinic speaks %
most cloarly on thie glorious subjeetf Which ones emphasize the part |
man is to ha¥e in ‘bringing aboul the universal dominion of Christ?

Hoart of the Lesson

Do you ever grow discouraged as you look out into the world and |
see the strongholds of Satan becoming stronger and stronger? The poii:ti]\-“
cal and economic situaﬂon in Furepe, the Klu Klux Klan and labor unrest"

in America, the wide spread spirit of lawlessness, the awful aasacratioh

of the Sebbath, the rapid growth of materialistic philosophy and ration-
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