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SPIRITUAL SELF-DEVELOPMENT,
A Study of Genesis 32:22-32

It has been said that the worthiest ambition of the human soul is the desire to
increase in capaeity for Cod, to grow, and in growing to become more like God, How
such an ambition may be redlized is the subject before us. The scriture gotting is
a part of the life otory of Jacob, In Jacob we see a picture of ourselves; his
ambitions are ours; his faults are ours, and his ttruggles ave. our struggles,
May our grouth in grace be as movked as his. May his triumphs of faith be our
peouliar possession. : : |

Jacob with el his faults end weaknesses was spiritually genoitiva, He was a child
of the covemant, he had been called according to the eternal purpose of God. Atthe
same time, Jacob's plan for his own develomment, his method of reaohing the goal of his
spirdtual embitions, directly opposed Ged's plang.Up to the time that Jacob with hie family
and his possessions had reached the border of the promised land, en route from the
lend of lalan, he had bsen given all the necessary assurance that God's covenant
bleesings would pase through him, Bofore his birth Johovah had said to his mother,
"'ge oldor shall serve the younger.? At Bethel God had assured him of His presence and
blessing. :

Yot Jdacob's plan for attaining his spiritual goal included his own selfish
schemings. In a word he followed that dangerous principle that the end justifies
the moans, His methads were reaching 2 ¢limax as he drew near his old enemy, Dsau.
He was near the border of the promised pand.Word comes that Eseu is parching towards him
with four hundred men. In his panic and distress Jacob at once calls an ad interim
meeting and does gome ¢lever planning, that of sending gifts to his brother in rohays.
Then he offcrs a prayer aslking God do d-liver him from Esau. Pollowing the prayer he
says, YI will appease him with a present.” Apnarently well-catisfied with his program,
he sonds hie family across the styesm, while he tarries behind and is left alone in
the night. Up to this time God had permitted eelf in Jacob to reach a climax, -
Something had te happen. , :

Over against Jacob's plsn let us considey the divine plan for spiritual growth,
I trust we chall see from Yacob'a Jabbok experionce thabt the God of Jacob is our
refuge, or as the Psalmist puts it in another place ,"Heppy is he that hath the God
of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in Jehovah, his Gode" "And Jacob was left alons,
end there wrestled a man with him until the breakins of the day,"At firet Jacob did not eeem
to realize with ithom he was wrestling, that be was opposing "the mereiful strivings .
of God," But sometime during that mysterious secens, perhaps about the breaking of the day,
he realized that it was God, He found himself face to face with God. Such a profound and
lasting dmpressions this made that he called the name of the place Peniel, "The face
of Cod,"Hero then ic the first necessary condition of spiritual growth-

A Vision of God.

The supreme gnd essential factor ﬁﬁwe are to develop spiritually is a c¢lear vieion
of the God of Yacob. Br. Turnbull suggests 'that perhaps the finest pioture of the

God of Jacob found in the Bible is Psalm 103:8-1L:"Johovah is merciful and gracious,’
slov to anger, and abundent in Lovingkindness---- For Ho lmoweth owr frame; Ho
rememboreth that we ere dust.® Patient and long-gufforins towsrds His waywarc child

4is the God of Jacob, Wondepful as ie this picture, this seme God is vevealed even more
clearly in the New Testament, in the person of His Son, It has been woll suggested that
the Now Testament counterpart of the God of Jacob is the Christ of Simon Peter,

Think of the many resemblances in the characters of Jacob ahd Peter, These two men

are fairly representative of our cammon weaknesses. The vision of the divime vhich
transformed their lives is what we must have if we grow in grace and became prepared
to receive the blessing of Jacob, ‘

"o would see Jesus, this is all we're nmeeding,
Strength, joy and willingness come with the eight.
We would see Jesus, dying, risen, pleading,

Then welcome day, and fapewell mortal night.”



The Touch of Gods |

The face of God had made ite indelible impression. Hardly less great and as a
¢onsequence was the finger of CGod., "And when He saw that He prevailed not against him,
He touched the hollewr of his thigh, and tho hollow of Jacob's thigh was strained as
he wrostled with Him." This laming of Jacob's thigh meant "the weakening of all the
14fe of nature and self whiech had hitherto becn 5o prominent in his life." The divine
purpose apparently was to show him vhat a poor, fesble, worthless creature he vas.
With all his elover plans in his own s trength he was nothing. This thorough humbling
was absolutely neceesary for Jacob's spiriturl gpowth. |

A parallel to this experienee 4s given up in Isaiah's life-story. After he had seen
the Lord, high and lifted up, he vealized his oun worthliness and was let to exclaim,
"doe is me, for I am wundone; because I am e man of uncloan lipsg---- for mine eyes
have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts,?

Somo find in the life history of Job another illustration of how a man was
brought low by the finger of God-the laming of the thigh: "First, Job maintains his
point against all the arguments of his friends, Then through Elihu God begins to wrestls
with him, Then Cod comes fowndireetly with all the majesty of His powcy, overuhelms
him by the display of His greatness and glory, and elicits from him the well-lnowm
words, * I had heard of Thee by the hearing of t he ear, But now mine eye gseeth Thee}
vhersfore I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes,®

Self must be destroyed im us if we are to be prepared to enter our promised land.

The Jacob plan of supplanting, sceming, must be set aside, and God's plan adopted.

Jacob had to go limping through life, and Paul hed the thorn in the flesh, yet through
these himbling processes they grew epiritually. "o must be weak dere we can he

strong. The power of Christ can only rest upon us in the knowledge of our infirmities.”
Paul's vision of God and the consequent humbling of solf were a part of God's plan

for his spiritusl development-the face of God and the fingey of Cods It was when he
boheld most clearly the Ged of Jacob in all His holinsss,that he realliged that he was

the chief of sinnors, Standing upon a mountain top of his Christianexperience and beholding
with clear vision Mount Calvary, with its wondrous stream of emaging grace flowing from it
he was led to exelaim, "God forbid that I should glory save in the Cross of the Lord
Jeella Christ,."

Not only a vision of God and the touch of Cod are a part of Ged's plan for
spiritual growth, but also

A Clinging to God.

"And He said, 'let ms go, for the day broakethi! And he said, 'I will not let Thee
go except Thou bless melt # What a transformation from "Jacob the Schemer” to "Israel the
Clinger." Hore isa turning point in this two-fold wresile. In the first part tlo
angel had taken the iniftiative. Now it is Jacob, He had mot been "Callous to the
touch of God." He had learned his losson. He now realized that the way to attain his
goal was through "Helpless but clinging importunity of faith." He ld prevailed with
Cod not by scheming and wrestling but by ylelding to Hie touch and clinging on to Him,

A STHple TATtH tHat Ho188 6n to God wing the victowy, and this ie the only methed
by whic wo are to conquer. (Vor against the panicky fear because oft he approach of
Esau's four hundred men, and over against the best lsid plans of Jacob, the Supplanter,
1 would simbly point you to the elinging faith of Israsl, the prince of Cod, as he says,
1T will not let Thee go except Thou bless me,? . :

In Isreel, the Clinger, wo seo somothing of a repetition of that hercic faith
vhich chapacterized his grandfather, who hope belicved against hops, and as the
human conditions grew more and more imposs ! le, his faith bocame all the stronger,
Abpakem did not shut his eyes to the impossibilities of the case, He faced the
gonditions as they actuslly were, "Yet, loo. unto the promise of God, he wavered
not through wnbelief, but waxed strfng through faith, giving glory to God, and being
fully assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform." The eauss of

Christ today is waiting for a faith like this. Oh, that the face of God and the
finger of God mihht so overwhelm and conquer us as to bring each of us to the point
of saying, "I will not let Thee go except Thou bloss me.”
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10ther prefuge have I nome, :
Hangs my helpless soul on Thea.”

Along with Jacob's clinging to God and insoparably connoctad with it is his
Supplication to God.

The . prophot, Hosea, hore supplemembts the Gemesis account by saying of Jaceb that
"inhismnhoodhelmdpwermthaod,yaa,hehaﬂpomrmrtheangelandpmwed;
mmmmmuamnmmm«mommmammmm
attonded by agonizing prayer. I wondor how many of us from our own ¢Xperience know
very much about weeping and making supplication unto God 1like this real agonizing
pmyer.Im&erif’thefmgerofcod'ismmus,lmingm.andmmemforesng
us t0 a more rezl wpestling in "

While wo are S0 busy about many b s ape wo not neglocting this all-important
factor fn our spiritual development? It is through the supplication of f£aith that we,
lilceJaeab,mtowmﬂuth%dmdm&hmmemmmeemmm
in our cun spiritusl development, and in tho sucgess of the great world-wide task of
tho church, if we wore real westlors with Ood in earnest, fervent supplication.
Itmveryaigﬁfiemtthatthemwmdtodesmwchuat'sammshegard.e-n
1o often rendeored Mwrestling®. In the days of His flesh he ° offered up prayers and
supplications with stronz arying and tears unto Him that was &ble to save Him from

death.? It is this Jesus who said to His diseiples, "As the Fathor hath sent lfe, even S0 8

send I you,”

Now just a furhtor word as to the effect of God's plan for spiritusl development.
We have secn that the Jacob plan of scheming and supplanting was a colossal failure.
On the othor hand, God's plan which ineluded & vision of God, the touch of God, a
clinging to Cod and supplication to God, & plan worked absolutely by Cod!'s sovereign
grace did effedt a glovious tyemsformation. Jacob received

A New Name,

“Thy name shall bs no more Jacob, but Ispael; for thou hast striven with God and
quith men, end hast provailed.? Maclaven says that this name is a stringent reminder
of duty and a lofty ideal.A true Christian is an Israel, His office is to grestle
with God, He aleo received

A Now Povwor,

The old schemer had by the sovereign mrace of God becoms a new soldier, ready %0
face the tyials of t he future and tho glovies of the future, Ho roceived mot only
a nsw name, and a8 now power, bub also

A Now Elessing.

aAnd He blossed him there.” And what & blessing it wasy growth in grace, a '
preparednoss to enter the premised land, Ho received the covement blessings by S ith
alono, a faith which grew more and more as the man ripened in years, until he
reached what Dr, Turnbull calls Sthe lofty helghts of triumphent falth,® It was a falth
vhich made such an impressien upen his sons of ther eality of God's covenant,

Then look at the fimal picture of the old patriarsch. "By falth Jacob, when he was
dying, blessed each of the esons of Josophj &md worshipped, leaning upanths top of
his staff,” There ho is, stdll limping, but still elinging, and bast of all, he
had not lost his vision of CGed. By faith ho pointed forvard to the Meseigh,
Ho saw a King frem the tribs of Judslh sitting upon th & Thione."/nd umbo Him shall the
obedience of the peoples be," "Beloved, miw wo Are the children of God, and it is
not yot made manifest what we shall be, gtﬂw that if He ohall be manifested, we
shall be like Him; for wo shall sso Him even as He ig.?
. il
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