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THE GOOD HAND F THE IORD UFON EZRA

"Fop Bzva had sct his heart to seak tho law of the Lond, and to do b, and to tm
teach in Israel stabtutes and ordinanees. l.}*m 71104

Uho lows anybhing sbowt Eers, ahd why havk back bo him today? Yeb one

Bible scholay ﬁfmmea his 1ife and work in these words: "Thera is no

charaetor in the 01d Testament move pevfect and complete tham that of Lzva,

e see him as & soyvard and e & mester, as 8 student of t he lew, and ibs
sdministrator, as supreme in authority end es a subordinste, in public and Lovd
in private, wmiformly and Goghews the same devout ,irterested, pabrictic,of

his people, end friend of o ,

In the book of Eora bhapter 7 verco 10 45 found the key to his ifo,
which words have been callsd "g perfaect deseription of a Bible teacher,”

- ' t, which gave direction to his
This verse tolle ug of b N Foe °fa5 Tisart wes Cho hand of Gods-the good hand of the

of seb of
““?g&‘{&nu&?ﬁ‘ﬁoﬂ in his home, God 4n bhe bistory of hid bimes, God in his

Esra was of priestly descem:. His ancestry is traced back to Aaron, the chief
“priest. He 8ls0 was a descendant of Hilkigh, the high priest, who in ths reign
of king Josish found the book of the law in the house of God. Ezxa's immediste
ancester wes Sexaiah, whoso very name meaps fJehovah is prince!, Does not this
meager informstion suggest that CGod must have been in ths ancesbry, yes, the
very home of Ezra, the priest? :
“This Bewa went up from Babylon®, He had been withbhis brethren in captiviiy,
Yet the hand of the Lord was &bt work in the history of his people to fulfill
His promise thst & remnent should return, For this accomplisihment God had
gtirred ugat-he'epim of Cyrusk king of Porsia to sponsor their return, Perhaps
Danisl in Babylon hed directed Cyrus to the prediction in Issish to the effect
that he, Cyrus, was to ba God!s agemt for the political deliverance of His peopls
from eapbivitys And God also stirred up the spirits of the children of the
captivity, causing them to want to urn, and Evra was one of tham, Ezra
cortinually recognized the hand of the lLord in the history of Israsl, in his
personal history, in his own heart, 8ix times in tis short book of Ezra is found
this expression about ths hand of the lLord-716, 9, 28; 8118, 22, 31,

This Eera who went from Babylon was net only & priest, bul also a scribe,
Thic meant thet he was not merely ome who eopiad the law, but who also expounded
tho law, that "his precminent function was thst of guarding and imterpreting
the law, Note the use Josus makes of this word scribe in Mstthew 13:52 when He
said, 'Therefore every scribe who hath bsen made a disciple to the kingdom of
heaven is Rike unto a man that is a householder, who bringeth forth out of his
treasure things new and old." Campbell Morgam Says that "the seribe was the
imterpreter, the teacher, the unfolder of the moaning of the will of God."
Eera "was 8 ready scridbe in the law of Moses, which the Lord the God of Israel
hed given; and the king gramted him all his requests, according to the hand of
the Lord his God upon him.” CGod had a hand in the life purpose of Ecra., The set
of Ezra's heart was for a three~ fold purposes a direction each one of us meeds
to take today, namely, to seck the law of the Lord, to do i, and to teach it,
Ezra was a seoliar of the word of God, a doer of the word, and & teacher of the
word, the first two being so essenhial to 'H‘he third,

1. Seeking the Word.

Eera really set his hesrt to seek the law of the Loxd under the good
hand®*$6 the Lord, just think what he must heve found., He probably had access
to all of the 0ld Testament, for meny echolars think it was he who was
instrumertal in the formation of the whole canon of the 0.T. In the law of



A ,

Moses, and the prophets, and in ths Pealmsy Ho must have souglt end found the
Moepdanic heart of the 0.T. For Jeaus said,'These are Lhoy that testify of mo."
Tmagine Bera reading Ismiah 53 which presents so vividly the need of selvation
and the ample provision through Christ, "All we like sheep have gone astray,

we have turned every one te his own wayj and the Loxd hsth laid on Him the

iniquity of us &ll," Ezra found in the Q.T. the revelation of the God of all

gzace, and hed received ths assuvanse of the redemption of the remmamb accoyding
to the election of grace, Listen to his prayer in chepbe 9:5~9 as he saye,

aand now for a little moment grace heth been chowed {rom Jehovah our God,
to leave us & remnant $0 ¢seape, and to give us a neil in His holy plscd, that

our God may lighten our cyes,; and to give us 'a little reviving in ouwr bondage,
 Por we ars bondmenj yet our God hath not forsaken us in our bondage, but hath
exbonded lovingiindness unto us in the eight of the kings of Persis, to give us
a8 roviving, to set u» the house of our God) end to ropalr ths ruins tlereof,
and %o give us & wall in Judah end Jewusalem,!

What rich tressures are to be found in one who sete hie heart to seek the woprd
of the lord, and vhat happiness and fruitfulness he exnerienscesd “His deligid
458 in the law of the Lord, and on Ris lsw doih he meditate day and night, And
he shall he like & tree plamted by the epivers of water, thet bringsth forth his
fruit in his season. His leaf also shall mot wither , and whatsogver he doeth
shall prosper,*

Vest as was the scrijtural treaswry gvailable to Esra, yeb think of the far
gregber treasures that ere ours in the fullar, clearer revelation of God in
Christ as found in the New Testzment, riches for which we may scck under the
guidance of the Spirit of trubh which heve boen poured ot in far greater
meusure to tesch us sll thinge, to bring to 'our vemembrence all that Jesus said,
to guide us into all tho truth, to take the things of Chwist and show them unto us,
If tho geod hand of the Lord was upon Evre more than 500 B,C. how mch more is
the good hand upon us &b the presemt time., Is your heaxt , is my heard set
accordingly to seek the word of God?

How seek the law of the Loxd as did Bzra? Muoh has boen said as to msthod of
Bible study, and muck more to bo said and lcornsd, Yeb back of tLid how is the
elcmemt of trubh in the old saying,"Where there 18 g will there is & way,."
kzra seb his heart Yo seck the law of the lowvd, He had a will to win & knowlsdge
of God's word, and that is fundamemeal,

2. Doing the Woxd,

Ezra not only set his hesrt to Seek the law of the Lowd-that in iteelf is nod
sufficiont, Ho mightimow sl) mystepios and all kmowledge", Ho might be able
to recite from memory an eontire book in the Bible, end still nnt be a good Bible
teacher, do needs not only to know tho word of God, bub alse to Ja ig-ability
plus achion., Thet Bvra wes & door of the word as well ae 8 secker of the word
is shown by hid personal devebion to God,; and his publie duby tomhis fellowmen,
I8 the record of his life it is most eviderd that Ezra was & mem of prayer.
Listen to his private devotion as recorded in 7:27-28, his ejsoulstory
thanicegiving to God as ho counks his blessings, recosnizing Him ad tle source
of his strensth and leadership., Obseyve him as ho proolaims & fact &b the rivey
Angvaj Why this procl-mabion et Ahava? The wilderness was before them, and probably
desert tribes, commmiz. guerillas 1/ing in wait to molest and destroy. And the
purpese of this proclamgtion of & £sst heoro was "bhat we might humble ourselves
bofore God, to seck of Him & straight way for ws and for ouwr little onss, amd
for all our substanee.” Back of such a purpose &n this wes the fact that Eera had
set his heart to do the word of God. The history of that jJournsy from the piver
Aheva to Jerusalem he sums up in these words," And the hand of our God wag upon
:g; gnd be delivered us from the hand of tho enemy, and the licp in walt by the
[+



After their arrival in Jerusalem fromiesptivity in Babylon distressing news
was brought to Ezra. Alas, the priest, the princes and rulers innIsrael, have
¢allen into tho abominations of the heathen in Canasn, particularly the holy
geed mingled themselves 4in mixed marriages with the hegthenm, direct ly
cortrary to the commandment of God. Now, Hzra, & dod's representative befire the
people, what are you going to do about #7 IV is quite interesting and
profitable for us to watch Ezra now in his performence of public duty under
gregt difficulties, and even in the face of opposition, Watch the movement of
the story in three scecnes. See him overvhelmed with grief &t the greatness of
the trespass of his peopls, as ho sat down confounded wbil the evening
oblation, Now see him upon his knees with his hands spread oy unto Jehovah
his Ged. Listen what a comfossion of sin, and what recognition of the grace
.and righteousness of Godl Sece Lhe great asgaubly of mem, women ard children who
gather around him as he continued in prayer and confession and weoping, as he
cagt himself don before the house of God. Now he ardses to fulfill his
responsibility as leader of the psople, and Summons them to confession, and
separabion from the people of tle land and particularly from the foreign women,
Ezra, confounded, confessing, commanding, had sct his lv art n ot only to seek
the word of God, but also to do it, with the courage and strength given him Lo
of God, | Fin
1k I knew a layman who is an excellemt Bible teachep He is not only an T
g carnest of the word, seeking the law of the Lewd, bub his daily 1life backs up
hie teaching, Thah msn is boing used most mightily for the advancement ,0f God.
The dg;etion of this man's whole 1ife is Godward, The good hand of God i
upon . ‘ ’

3. Teaching the Words | |

Egra was a man of many gifts, He was a great leadey , havingléd 1800 male

Ieraclites from Persia to Palestine. He was also an organizer of tlo post-

exilic comminity. Then as we have just ecn he was @ reformer, be

instrumertal in causing the people to abandon mimed marriages. He was perhaps
grestest as a teacher and expounder of the law of the Lord, for that wes the
st of his heart. He had eet his heard "o teseh in Israel statubes and ordinances,

He was 80 recognized by Artaxerxes, by all the people, and by the leaders

perticularly. In his lotter to him Artaxerwes said, "And thou Eara, afver the

wisdom of thy God, thet is in thy hend, appoint maglstrates and judges, who mey
judgo all the people that are beyond the River, all as such a8 know the laws

of thy Cod; and teach yo him that knowsth them not,* When there was a greab w_w‘duﬂ
gathering of the children of the captivity in Jerusalem, "hey spake urbo &™¢
Ezra, the scribe to bring the book of the law of Hoses which Jehovah had. &0
Israel.® As tho record in Nehemish continues there are those words,” And on the
socond day were gatherad togebher the heads of the fethers® houses of all the
people, the priests, and the levites, unto Eera the goribe, even to give

sttention to the words of the law,” He was recognized as a teacher of the law,

what a womderful picture is given us in the book of Nohemish, chapter 8,
of Ezra with his associstes, opening ani expounding to the people the word of
GodJ Look at that grest congregetion, doing their pard to make the teaching of
the word effective. I am particularly impressed with five characteristics
of that congregationt :

1) Unity."All the people gathered themselves together as one man into the broad
place.? Evidently they were by families, men, womsn, and children who could
understand , having reached the age of accountability,

2) That congreggetion was hungry for the Word. Whet a difference that makes
when the Bible is taught, if their appetités are good.
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3) They gave good attemtion. “The cars of all the peoplo were sttemtive umto
the book of tho law," ,

4) Again, thers was reverence on the pard of tho people.

5) Onee more, there was responsiveness, "And ell the people answered, Amsn,Amen,
with the 1ifting up of their hands, and they bowsd thelr hoeds, and worshipped
Jehovah with thelr fotcs to tho ground.” .

b only was tmmwmﬁmmmmw;é&,mi sertabdon of th
teaching, It was prol » DT » » : Ve
Bera roed from the book of the law,"Prom osrly morning wiil middsy, in the
presence of the meon and tho women, and of those thet could understand.®
o do well to remember this when we geb restless at twolve otelock, after the
preacher has been sposking only 23 minukes,
Then this presombation of the word of God was & prayerful presertation,?And
Ezra blossed Johovah, the great God." And all tho people answered,Amen, Amon,
Again this grest studont of sacred scpipture made a plain presentation of the
word, "And they road in the book, in the lew of God distinctly; and thoy gave
tho gonse, so that thay understood the reading,?
Evidently there was no profound, phidoaphiunix philosophical discussion
there that day which no ene conld understand.l ldke tho thouglt ezpressed in ome
. - ofi gu gospel songs which says, “Make tho mossage clear emd plain, Christ
- receiveth sinful men,.? ‘ :
- This presentation of tho word of God to tho grest congrogation in Jerusalem
wes mot only profonged, prayerful end plain, bub finelly, it was productive,
It wae used of God to lead to worship, to comfort and joy, and to obedience,
Such is the effect of the presentation of the true Word of God,
"They bowed their hesds and worshippsd Johovah with their faces to the ground,?
Thoy were comforted by Ecra and Nohemish, and told that the joy of the Ioxd
" was thedw strensth. On the sccond dgy the leadero gathered to give atterbion
to the vords of the law, oub of whioch grew tho observancs of the Feast of the
Tabemacles, and a regular leadorship Bible Conference for a weelk, "Also
day by day, from the £irst day wnbil the last day, ho resd in the book of the
1lav of God.? "4ind thoy kept the feast seven daysp emd on the eighbh day wns
6 solemn assembly, according to the ordinance,”
"Foy Ezra had seb his hoart to seck the law of Jehowah, and to do &k, and
to teach in Israel statubes and ordinances,? In whab direction is your heagb
and mine set today?




