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THE 1ORD OF GLORY, Acts 955 Fhil.2:6-113 1 Core2:8,
. ‘
Joseph Hopper,thDo

Jamgs Stalkep hos said that the whole theo;n@ of Paul is nocthing bub the explanation
of his own conversfon. On the way to Damssous he saw tie Lord of Glory shining in
heavenly splendor, He imstantly ackmowledged Him as his divine Redeemer who had boen raised
from the dead, In his later years in his lotter to the Philippisns he gives what is
perhaps his most sublime brief statement of his comesption of Christ, which is simply
an expansion of his testimony of that first heavelily vision whieh changed his winole
life, In the leavenly picture tiusre 19 portrayed
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The Iardof_@g&asﬂe 1; by ngture,
A famous pmirter started to make & picture of a beautdful landscepe. He began by

?ipst throwing an tho canvas the siiecs; and thon the remainder in harmony with the
heavenly splendor. |

Paul sceing Jesus in the glory of heaven Yr the power of the Holy Spirit calls him
Lord. "/ho art thou, Lord? hat shall I do, Lord?" He is the lord of Glory vho
was erucified, |

wiho, existing 4n the form of Cod." Prior to His coming into tle world Jesus was
already, beforchand truly God. In His own mture He was the Lord of Fory. In His
cun high-priestly prayer recordsd hy John, Jesus Speaks of tie glory that He had with
the Fathor before the world begam. As has been well steted, "He is the Lord because
He is in His oum person the Jehovah who was to visit His peopls and save them frem
their sins," He is “the Lord to vhom glory bolongs as His mtive right— Glory is
the peculiar attribute of Johovah amonz a1l the gods." See Psalm 29:tl,
Paul takes his stondg on the dsity of Chirdsht the instawb of his first vision of Him,
and nover moves from this foundation, "Existing fm the form of Cod" is interpreted .
as moaning "to have and to hold all those chepacterizing attributes which male God
God," “iForm’ means the csserbisl attributes as shown in the form. In His pro~incarnate
state Christ possessed the attributes of God and &0 appeared L0 those in heaven who saw
Him, It is a cloer statemsnt of the deity of Chrisb.'(A.T.Roberbsen) At the very
oubsct of Pawl's profound statement setting forth his concepbion of Christ vhe is
tellingzus who and vhat He(Jesus) is who did these thingss for us, that we may
appreciate bow great the things He did for us are,"(Warfieid)
The Iord of Glory is the Divins Radeemer of sinful man,
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 The lord of Glory as Hs willingly hagame,
1#{th such a background for the hesvenly picture let us look ab the lord of Glory

as He willingly becams. "Counted nob the being om equaliby wikh God a thing to bs
grasped, bubt emptiasd himself, talking the farm of a servant, being made in the likeness
of men, and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming ebedient even
wto death, yes, the death of the eross." Wjat a picture of tlz historie Jesusi
In his view Paul does not overlook the earthly life of Jasus. liers in Jesus is the
supreme example of humility and unselfishness as given in His incarnstion and passions
In our study of this full, rich passage we turn again to such Hew Testament
interpreters as Somerville, Warfield, and A.T . Robertson. "He &id not regard e
being on equality with Cod a thing to be grasped, &3 & prey or booty, He looked
rether to the good of men and renounced his own things cn a course of self-d:
service to oth'rs and bumble obedience. He preforred to recelve from the Fabier the
soverolgnty over all as the Divine recognition of His self-affucerent for others
rather than to obtain it by the assertion of his owm right.” Christ in His temptation
in the wilderness is s typieal ililustration of the spirit just deseribbds Here Christ
g_gﬁnse the path of self-humllistion in preferenes to sclf-glorificstion in order to
pelch Hessianic supremaey.® A typical conmtrast to this spirit is found in the
temptation of the first Adam, vho though made in the image of Cod “abfised th {hinal
gift by cecldlag to reach equality with Gods® ¢ ordping
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He, emftied himself, ttook mo accoust of himself,® He did not lay aside His diwime
natwee, Ho romzined essentially Goda Earthly life wms alien to His mature. Yot

UHo stripped himself of the insignis of majesty."(Lightfoct) Theugh He was God He
bemme alse mani(Hd bedamamafipactusl servend who was tle Iord of Clory. lle took
the cheracteristic attritubes of a slave, His humsnity was as real as His deity.
He was “made in the likeness: of sinful flech'. "He bacame obedisnt unte death,yes,
the death of the cross."” Thip has heen czlled tthe bottonm rung in tho ladder from
the Thrope of Cod, Josus eamy all the way doun to the most despised death of all, a

condermed eriminal on the gteursed cross." Sec 2 Co¥,.8:9 and Matthew 20:28,
Hore then is the cemtral fget of the pleture, the wondrous cross on which tbe Primce
of Glory disd, the death the cross which guve the the Risen Christ His power to
scve us from sin apd deasth. Thie is the old, 0ld story of Jesus and His glovy, of
Jesus and His love. Jesus himself pegarded tho time of His death as the bour of His
glorification.See John/ 1213324, |
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_The lord of_ Glgg‘m'gsoﬂe was deelared o be,

1If thore was ons tihing that impressed Panl from the $ims of his conversion, and
was & ley-note in his preaching, it was that this lord of @ory whs appearad to him
was Jesus of Nazareth, alivey, risen from the dssd, He was deslared to be the Son of
God with power bty the reswrrection from the desd. By the resurrection the true
pabure of Jesws is revaaled, "By raleing Jesps alivwe from the dead in glory, God seb
his eeal to the truth of Jesus® claim, Thepefore Jesus is the Messigh, the Christ,
the Son of God, and Savior of simmors,"(E.C.Caldwsll) that a wonderful eoncepbion
of Christ! ithat a gloricus gospcl for a lost world! After such a vision no vonder
Peul was convinced and converted and compelled to prociaim the crucified, Risen
Redeemoxr as the only Savior of the world, and went forth making it the passion of
his life to declarz also to the Tomtilos "how that Christ must suffer snd how that
bne first hy the resurrection of the dexd should prociaim light bath to the people
and to the “entileg."
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"Irom the hizhest throne of glery

To the eross of deepest woe,

Thou didst stoop to ransom captives;
rlow my praise, Lopevor flow,
Reascend ,immortal Saviop, -

leave Thy footstool, take Thy throne;
Thence retwrn, and reign forever:

Be the kinedom all Thine owpl”

liote the distinetive glory of the Exelted One "Beaause of% ho sufe
desbh croumed with glory and honor,"Heb.2:9b His was tiwousk o "'f:gﬁng ko 3‘{3 o
tm g@ﬁéeistmignglszﬁrg and Lifo of His peoplo, and Christ as thedr ezgém
ioxhe inctive glopy e Exlted One,"(Somerville) Ses Gal.3:1L and
From the Lord of Glory crowned with slory and 11 powe
‘ 'glory and honor, to v ;
given in hegv?nitam on earth, we are endued with a mew powgr, thfailgali of i-r has been
flmor t‘heuinghe pirit of Chrigh, endged with power from on high, "The § e
) H.ever1 what Christ would do Himself in person am ewp mi-?%t seould do
hoard tmmt ¥ exalted'——a name alove every name--In the name of g, e YOG donn 14ilg,
mAe from the realms of glory. I au Jeme whon 888" Paul gipat
his will as bo eaid, Tlorg > the glory of Gog tf;eﬁpfme%m’" nd h
ks res 8 m} t'dgt t t %u o @th@ﬁ & : '6
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He,emptied himself, “took mo account of himself,? He did not lay aside His divine
natweo, Ho romzined essentially God. Barthly life was aliem to His natwre. Yot

uHe stripped himself of the insicpia of majesty."(Lightfoot) Though He was CGod He
boeame also mani(Hd bedsmamadnactusl sepvent who was Sk Lord of Glory. Hs took
the characteristic attributes of a slave, His humsnity was as real es His deity.
He was “mede in the likeness of sinful flesh”. "He bacame obedient urto death,yea,
the death of the cross.” Thik has been celled “the bottom rung in the ladder from
the Throme of God. Josus camy @ll the way down to the most despised deabh of all, a

condemmed eriminal on the gecursed eross," Seo 2 Core8:9 and Matbhew 20:28,
Here then is the cemtral fact of the picture, the wondrous cross on which the Primce
of Glory disd, the death of the cross which geve the the Risen Christ His power to
geveo us from sin apd death. This is the old, 5ld story of Jesus and Ris glory, of
Jesus and His lovo. Jesys himsolf vegarded the time of Bis death as the howr of His
glorification.See John 121232, |
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Ihe lord of Glory bs He was deelared to be,

i1 thore was ono thing that impressed Paul from the time of his conversion, end
was a ley-note in his preaching, it was that this Iord of Glory who appear~d to him
wac Jesus of Hazareth, alive, risen from the desd, Ho was declared to be the Son of
God with power by the resurrection from ths desd. By the resurrectiion the truse
pature of Jesus is revealed, "By rajsing Jesus alive from the dead in glory, God set
his ssal to the truth of Jesus' claim, Therefore Jesus is the Messiah, the Chrdst,
the Som of TGod, and Savior of sinmers."(E.C.Caldwoll) Uhat a wonderful concepiion
of Christ? i¥hat a glorious gospel for a lost worldl After such & vision no vwonder
Poul was convineed and converbted ond compelled to procisim the crucified, Risen
Redeemey as the only Savior of the world, end went forth maling it the passion of
his life to deciars also to the Gomtiles how that Christ must suffey and how that
bpe first hy the resurrection of the dead should rroclainm light both to the people
and to the “entiles,v |

u'rom the hizhest throne of glery

To the erass of deepest woe,

Thou didst stoop to ransom captives;
Flow my praise, forever flov,
Reascend ,immortal Savior,

lcave Thy footstool, tawe Thy throne;
Thenco retwmn,; and relgn forever:

Be the kingdom all Thine owmi”

Note the distinetive glory of the Exzltcd Cne “Beaause of b he suffcping of
desth crowmed with glory and honor."Hed.2:9b His was through suffering to glory.
tCheist as the Indwelling Spirit and 1ife of His peoplo, amd Christ as their lord—-
this is the distinctive glory of the Exalted On2,."(Someprille) See Gall.3:l; and
Ph:llo2=9-11. .

: From the Iord of Clory erowmed with glory and honmor, to whom all power has besn
given in heaven amd on earth, we are andued with a mew power, the power of the
Indwelling Spirit of Chrish, endued with powsr from oo high. "The Spirit wouid do
for the boliever what Christ would do Himself in person and ¢ n more.” Sce John 14:13.

"Highly exalted"~a name alove every nams—-In the name of Jesus." Paul first
heard tint mame from the realms of glory. "I au Jeswe whom thou persecutest.” And he
confessed tist Jesus Christ was his Lord te the glory of God the Fabher; im the
surrender of his will as ho said, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?v

Is this vesponse of Saul of Tarsus my personsl amswer to the Lord of Glory?
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