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9HE MOVEMENT AND MESSAGE OF ESTHER, Esther 4214

Tho movement and message of the book of Esthop conter around the interplay of a cast
' of characters who Smmedistely attract our attention and interest as thay are presomt
and astive at on ancient gourt, One of these chawacters is Ahasusrus, angd
-Opdental king, auother quesn , the gtar of the stopy, thonm Hammn, the villian,
and Mordotal, the howo. Such charactors as modest queen Vashid, and Zerosh, the
‘discarning wife of Haman, appear and guiekly play theis woles, and pass off the stags.
Ts and thra and above all is tle Cod of heaven, wmansd throughowt tie beok, yet ever
present and ective, stamding “within the shadew, looping watch aboye His own.”

1. Ahpsuerus,

We twum our eyes to king Ahasusrus on the throno of his kingdem as he gives a royal
thallt&amb&aamﬁmmhsofmmgﬁm,andaﬂhema?am
all the people, great end small, in tho couwrt of the garden of the king's palace,
%mhmvmammatmxmmmlwm.mmmm
shopt bock of Esther vhich vividly doasribes this 1ife ths word “hauqust® or iis
cogpates is fomd twenty times, vhile it §s found only twemty timss in the vemaining
thirty-oight books of the Old Tostamemt,

Ahsouworus hao been $dentifiod with Xowms, king of Persia, whose vest flest was
défeated &t Salamis $n 460 B.C. Scemlar history sgys that he had the Hollespomt
Jurgsd because it prosumed to be ctormy and break Ms bridges. Aecording to
“epodotus it was in 483 B.C. that he hold at Susa a great assembly to plan the Grecian
war, This was evidently tio tims of this 21 feasting hore described,
Ahasuerus was a ruler of despotic power, Ho ruled from Jndia even wnto .
Hy vmg absolute and totelitepisn to tho nth degree, Bis tord was the lsy of the Mades
was & king of amasing wsalths In his palace were pllldvs of marbls, couches of
gold and silver, and many vossals of gold, The woglth of som of menarehs
}d4le East to thia day is almost mlie‘uablﬂ:,. Mard _sre ,.‘.:;‘. oS :.*i‘ _‘
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Rhaguerus was evidently a hesvy drinker, a vivid 1llustration of tle truth that
%ﬂnsui.sam, mmum;mwumdmwism
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men whose advico he followed &n dian |
gngmmdammwamﬁmmm%w b"?}m”"”mﬁ
doeroed the dactopes toe;mth:vﬂmla i of his favorite v, gm?mm
turned over the whole mtter Haman, Iingdon, and carsless) y
"mmtcmmem,m later ho wae influenced by queen Esther to i1l

PUS ¥AS a man
witldng out His purposss, "fhe ¢y owil, ho wms used as an of God £
watercourses: mtmmamgngma %k!mn‘ﬁ?MGf&eI&das =

2, Bother,
mmmm,ww
which 1s suggestive

S , Sha was a star of the part she played
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she is doseribed as "fair and boautiful®, the same expression well doseribing Bathsheba,
mothor of Solemon, King Abascvorus sesm:d to have an eye for boautiful women. There is a
Hobpew tradition that placos Esthor among the thiee most beautiful women vhe ever lived.
Sne was winner at the beasuty cantest at Shmshan, the palace,

This young Jowoss was cbedient amnd teachablo, She had the maris of having been woll-
tyainsd by Mordeeai, This wos ovident and most valuable in times of crises vhen "Esthey -
d4d the eormandmont of Mordocal, like as when che was brought up with him.” *Train wp a
edild in tke way ho should go, And vhen he is eld he will not dopawrt from it.®

Esther was popular and uvontial, She plessed the feoper of the womsn at the king's
palaco, and obteinsd lindnoss of him, Tho resord says that che “ebtained favor in'the
mwmmmmﬁmmwwmmemm%rmmmm
and che obtainsd favor and kindness in his eight more them all the virgins; so that he st
the xayel cvoum upon hor hoad,” Her popularity and inflvanee with the king was used in
& most cormsndshle wy to interesdo supcessfully with him for the deliversnce of the
Jerdsh people, whereas hep influenes for the bloody and wholszale destrustion of the Jows!
cmemies is quostionable, A beautiful, populap, and influontinl young woman has a wondspful
opportunity and tremendous responsibility to use her influemee in the pight divection,
9o vhem mich is given , muzsh shall be yequived.?

13kc her fellow-coxmtyymen, Nohamiah, Esthop was both eautind and Couragasus,

Sho wes cautious in her aporoach to the king, At tho same timo at tiv right memsmt ehe made
bold to sgy to hin couragesusly: tlet my life bo given me abt ry potition and ny psople at
wm;mmmmxmwmmm'wsﬁﬁmmwm~
And she besonght hin with tears t0 put axmy the mischiof of - the Agagite, and tlv device
he had dovised againgt tho Joum.? ~ ‘

was patriotic and religious, her patriotisn being more in ovidence than lor
voliglon, She was exesedingly gricved because of the dscres of the king for the destrustion
of the Jows, Lowe for ber was put shead of her orn self-pyoservation as she #icad the
peril of appearing bofore the king without beinz called, Whercas this patyiotism was
wondorfully ucsd for tlv Soving of e poople, it was cvidently porvarted into a revengsiul
spivit towords tio cnomies of tho Jews, & spirdt bawd to Justify according to the
standaxrds of acripture,
. The roligion of “sther is not prominently sot forth in this book. Tho most evident
marde of it was hor cense of nsod as she faced the king to porsuade him to save her people,
and as che called for vhat may have beon a three days religious fast, In the Apocrgpha
45 verorded & prayer sald to have been made by Esthor at this tims, Perhaps ome reason fov the
comparative eilenes of tie book ebout her parstmel religion msy heve been that in this land
of the captivity the trus yeligion of Isyasl wms not only unpopular, but 1like in many
comtéues behind the ixon curtain todey, hed also dyiven underground., It was for such
a tims as this that Esthor had camp to tie kingdom,

3. Barem,

The villion in the Esther story is Hamsn, callsd in tle scripture reterd the Jaust
encmy, and in other writings the Judss of the Oid Tostament. It is bard to tell why ke
was edvanced by -the king to a ssut above all the prineca. The same question may be raisc
about somo mep 4n high places todsy, His promotion end position wore too much fornds
€alibor, Ho reminds #8 of the lines, "Wanity of vanitios, all is vanity.? le was full of
wiath when Mordoeadl mefussd to bow doim to hin amnd do him revorence,

Blavmityomsm&ﬁmiad@ammltyummmmmkmdemmtha
Jous vhih wore. throughout the vhole kingdom of Ahasuepus, After he had procured this bloody
docres, thru offering & sum of moncy more than two-thirds the whole ammual yovenue of the
cpire, the roeord eontimuss to say, PAnd the king end Haman sat dovm to drink.” What
a picture of the compenionship of vanity, eruelty, and drunionmessl

Pride and onvy must be added to the list of Harmn's vices. Listen to him as ho yocownts
to his frionds and his wife " the gloxy of his vithes, the rultitwle of his children, his
advancoment by the king, and that hs alone was tie invited guest to feast with Esther and
tho kinge ™Yot all of this availeth ms nothing!, sgys tho provd mam, “so lonz as I sse
Hordecal the Jew sitting at the gates”® Then his wife and frdends made tho ¢xusl su
vhich pleased Heman, amd vhich he readily follmmd, namely, to bave a gallows made, ‘that
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Hordscai be hanged therecn. This plot was quickly tinmrted and reverscd. “On that night
could not the king sleop.? God wes prosent in ths palage though hio nemo was ebsont fyon
this book, The rctords of the sopvice of lopdeead wore yead to the king, vho called for
Hopdoeas to bo most highly honoved. Hamam was tio gvailablo man vho hed ¢o ayray him in
royal apparel, Causo him to yide thru the city amd to proclaim bofere himy; ¢Thus shall it
‘be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honor.” Hamanm had begun to fall
- gnd his conmplete fall was Sumfnent. At the bomgust with the queen who exposed the
_mwmwmwmmmmmm.mmmm&mm
thepan.? Then we have the climactie statemsnt, "So they hanced Hamam on the gallows that
mmmmfwmuummmmmmmdammm
before a fall,”
kmmmmmofm&mrwﬁmmhtmmmmmof
the words in the prayer of the psalmist: 9Surely tie m&mshﬂlmthee;
the reminder of wrFath shalt thou restrain,?
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Early in the “stbior story there appears another leading character who ecmss out as
mm&mm%ﬁammmﬁtmm,mmmmmy
charagterise this mam, namoly. loyalty end greatuss

Hemaslwaltohﬁsmlative,"'sumr, reitp ter up in the way sho should go,

her at the palace o advioing hep at the time of crisis, and inspiring

WMaWmemmﬂmmermmem
ld@umfwsu&at&masthis?"%nhemmmdimmmw
Eathertheqman.

&mmmlmtmmmvmmmﬂmmmm'sm.

Ho wvas loyal to his people, the Jous, Great was his distress ovep ths dseves for
thedr » and vise his advice to Esthor to cook thodw deljverance,

While, tytoeodismt.deﬁnﬂelyaummedinmmkof sther, w balisve it
ts be a good and necessary inferenca, lo assume that the book wes upitten at a time
vhen it vas very dangerous to make any open profession of t he worship of the loyd,
True Belicvers moy have bean behind the ivon eurdasn, Bven so Mopdseal publicly and
congistently refused to bow dovm and do reverenco to Hamn, Wes not this fxom

- conviction that this roverence be giwn to God aleme? e have seen
similay comviction on the part of Korean Chyistians, And in his advice to Esther
4s thoreo not a eonviction of tle over-ruling providemec of Cod, %of his holy, wise
and poworful preserving and governing all His creatures and gll thele actions?®
xzummuzmmwmmmm&mmismd
8 prayer of Hordacai.

Eob@yms%ﬁeeﬁl@ﬂ,mmommm eat? is the word used

most to deseribe him, paytieulsvly in the latter port of books tHo womt forth frem
the gence of the king with a great crowm of gold— @, “Hg was great in the

king's houso, and his fame wont forih thyuout all ths provinees, for the man Mordeead
waxed greater and greater.? Tho feast of Purdm which wes instituted and celebrated hy
memm&wmmmdmmum&mdtomm

- history as "The Day of Nordecaf.” full acoount of tlp grestmecs of Howdsead
vheyeunto the king advanced him, not written in the book of the chwonicles
of Hadia and Peysdn? For lMomdseai the was next unto king Ahasuerus and great amons
the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his byethin, sccking the good of the
petple, and spesliing peace unto all his eesd," This was nearly five hundred years
before there was to be born of tho seed of Abvaham one whoschome was to be ealled
Josus, for it was He who wms to save kis pedle fvonmt hoir sins,”

5. Btornal Providence.

In the Marplwaﬁ' leading chaxacters i.n the wokorEatherewa: as mu-.-.' :
the king .




mmwmm,mmmkmmmmm,mmm
movement of the book, In gud thru and above all of this is tho wmamod character, Gode
By His preosence and activity thore is unfolded to us the mosaage of ¢the boolk,
mmmmmmammmﬁmnmmawmm
thems of the bock is found in Lowell's famdliar poeme

Wm%m&tw;mm'amamm

Ono death grepole in the darkmess *twixt old gystems and the words
Truth forcver on the sexffold; wrong forever on the thrvone-

Tot that seaffold oways the future behind tho dim unknoom,
Stapdeth Cod within the ehadmr, lmeing watch above His owm.”

Somc of the truths gbout the yrovidence of vhich are illustrated $n the
book of Esthor, end ealled to our attention by Vorgan aye theso:
m'smmﬁwmbﬁdm,butitiaatpm same timo active, and for a PUrpPOBSD.
Ho usas apparently trivial things, such as the king's cavousal, the introduding of
Em,mm'smmm,mmmmmmumemmm
%xdecaﬁ.,anforﬁada

Itistdmtmmmed@mwmumsswmamamMmu
mmm'amwzmaﬁsmmmwmmm

To those recognising the overruling activity of God come cowrage and confidence,

to those ro come panic and punishmant.

¥e canmot escape wemm&ﬂ&neﬂmﬁngfawwammm,

aceording to onr attitude townwde Him,

wa&smamelmmtofcoﬂmmwammwmmmmgmm
mmwmm%mnmmmmu,mmmmw
mmmw&tmmm;mmmm%mm "mh:hat s

o0 night

Bolsimezar the Chaldesn ling wms slain,®

?mmm,mmmmaManmmnms«mmw
Cod} Romsns chapter ofight, boing morve than eonguercr thru Jesus Chelst who loved
him, he uttered that supremest verse of tho Bible on the providence of God as he
aaﬂ,%mmmtwmmtmmmmemm@wwmmm
toﬁwmwhomthacalhd ding to his purpose.?
Shall the providenco of God e for good or for evil, for comfort or for
mm,mufeorfamm‘ﬂnmrmmwmmmmﬂm
mmm,mzmmzummmmmm?n



