THE PURPOSE OF CHRIST'S FIRST COMING,

"For the Son of man also mme not to be ministered uhto but to minister, ami to
give his life a ransom for many." Mark 10:45.

If there is oms thing in all the teachings of Jesus which He seeks to mals eclear it is
the purpose of Hid caming into the world, His purpose was not like that of Mohammed, to
set up a kingdom by force. He 8834 ,"Ny kingdom is not of this world.” Heither did
come to judge the world, That will be dome by Himwhen He cores a second time, Nor was
his purpese merely that of a social reformer. The correction of wrongs existing in
society was to follow as a by-product of His mission, Nor did He come like the prophets
of old, like John the Baptist, to poimt to another 8avior from sin, But His purpose was
Bimself to bring salwvation from sin., His mission was to effect this salvation himself,

epeatedly, and in different words Jesus expresses the purpose of His first coming,

Ses Luke 19%10; John 19210, In the first two gospels are found these words expressing
the purpose of His eoming:'For the Son of man also came not to be ministered unto, but to
ministes, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

Here Jesus calls himself the“Son of mén; a favorite,expression used by him some €0
times iri the gospels, At first glance this expression seems to be used to describe only the
human elemsnt in the person of Jesus, but a closerfthudy reveals the fact thatuit suggests
both the divine and the human, The term Son of meA’fs not original to the New Testament,
bt is found in Messianic portions of the book of“¥aniel to express Messiahship. Hence, no
doubt, Jesus chose this term because it was indicative of his Messiahship, and this
particular name above the other mames for the Messiah given in the Old Testament because
it identified him with mankindj)as is well expressed by Stalker,"It gave expression to his
sense of connection with all men, in sympathy, fortunes and destiny., He felt himself to be
identifued with all as their brother, fellowsufferer, their representative and champion,®

Two words, in substance, express the purpose of t he coming of the Son of man, The ome
is service and the second is s_g%ﬁs.. His was a matchless ministry of service and a
unique and glorious sacrifice. camre in fulfillment of the prophecy of the suffering
Servant of Jehovah, His matchless ministry is sketched in the gospel of Mark, This
evangelist dnswers the question as to how He ministered, as he vividly sets forth the
preaching, teaching and le aling of Jesus,

In the gospel of Iuke, chapter four, the ministry of Jesuvs is summarised by Jesus himself
in the words of the prophet Isaish, Preaching in his home town of Nazareth the Servant of
Jehovah in the person of Jesus of Nazareth said, "The Spirit of the Lord is upen ms,
Because he anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor; He hath sent me to proclaim
release to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, To set at liberty themt hat
are bruised,To proclaim the acceptable year of the lord." In general his ministry was to the

r, to those without wealth, influence , position, honors-to the lowly and afflicted.
e ever had in mind the misery of the masses, the poor widow, ths leper, as well as the high
and mighty ones, He rendered a matchless service to those in bondage, to the blinded, and
to the bruised,

In the spirif of the Master &"goapel minister carries the good news to all classes and
conditions of people. He tells the poor of the riches of love in Christ Jesus, of Him who
for their sakes became poor, that they through his poverty might become rich, To the captive:
of sin he proclaims that there is therefore no condemnation to them that. are in Christ Jesus,
To the blinded he has a message of Jesus, the Light of the world, To the broken-hearted
he has a message of comfort, "Let not yow heart be troubled; believe in God, believe
also in me." To all he proclaims the acceptable year of the Lord. This good news is offered
right now, and it is urgent that it be accepted without delay,

In Matthews's gospel also, we have a wonderfil view of the matchless ministry of him
who came not to bs ministered unto hubt to minsiter, look, for instance, at chapter nins of
his gospel and see the"loving sympathy andmn helpfulness of Jesus," Then the closing
paragraph of this chapter gives a concise ry of what Jesus did, what he saw, how he
felt, and what he said, Here we see the feet of Jesus going about doing good, and the eyes of
Jesus looking upon the multitudes, We are drawn near to the heart of Jesus, as he was
moved with compassion bscause the multitudes were distressed and scattered., And we hear

his voice speaking to his disciples, and calling upon them to pray, \




"The Son of mm\Jgame not to be ministered unto but to minister, and to giwe his life a
ransom for many."We have taken a look at hig matchless service, Let us now consider his
glorious sacrifice. "And to give his life a ramsom for many" speaks volumes to the lost
sinner. While it tells the primary pwrpose of Christts coming into the world-He came to die-
it is telling him of sin and salvation, the heart of t he gospel,

The word "ransom" implies that a debt has been :lq‘curred. The wages of sin must be paid to
satisfy divine justice, The debt made by owr first parents is b upon the whole human race,
The universality &f sin is declared in the scriptures of the 0ld and New Testaments, gnd is
evidenced in all human i::fr. "For all have sinned and fall short of t he glory of Bod.®

"The wages of sin is death," ‘
The Som of marfras the ons qualified to pay the ransom for sin,
‘"There was no other good ehough, To pay the price of sin,

He only could unlock the gate = Of heaven and let us in,"®
He vas divine, human, einless, Tt took his perfect life and his atoning death, He humbled himsel:
becoming obedient wmto death, yea, the death of the €T0ss, We being left to tl» freedom of our
own will, contracted the debt, He, because of his w&ndarful love, assumed our debt » and paid the
penalty with his own life's blood, | )

We are told that when Henry Clay ran for president of the United States he spent a large sum
of money in the campaign, He made arrangements \yith a bank in Le:dmgbon,xy.,to draw on it for
Just as much money as he desired, During this presidential campaign he contracted an enormous det
running up into thousands of dollars, a big sum for that day, After this man, who said he would
rather he right than president, had lost the mece two of his friends went tot he bank in 4

on and inquired the amownt of Clay's indsbtedness, The cashier refused at first to tall
them, as this was a private affair, But they told the banker that they wers friends of C y and
desired to pay the debt, Then they were taken into an immer room of the bank building, where all
of Clay's indebtedness was sumed up, The two men then opensd up some big sacks of money and
paid the entire debt. A few days later Hemry Clay himself went to see the banker to try to
arrange to pay at least a part of the debt, He was told that he owed the bank nothing. Clay thoug
the banker was joking, and insisted that he was serious and meant business, The banker then told
him of the two friends who had paid the entire debt. For some tims Clay could nd believe it,
Then, upon realizing what had bsen done for him, he was completely overwhelmed with gratitude
for what had been dons for him, , .
At the oross Jesus paid the price of sin, Jesus paid it all, It was your sin and mine
t nailed Him to the cross, Jesus, the one perfect man, was elassed with criminals; He was
Shat ma cked and scourged, fiis physical, mental, and spiritual sufferings
stripped of his clothes, mo ge 1 9 __
none other has ever known, At the same tims his was a love that passeth knowledge,
E;m :::hh:amgelf a ranson for many," Are you and I included in the mmg; tgmush ow simple
acioﬁtm-by faith of the fact, the maning, and the message of the Cross

oW, we camot tell,
e B had ¢o toar,
Bt we believe it was for us
He hmg and snffered there,
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“The Son of m"%:me not to be ministered unto but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many.'"We have taken a look at his matchless service, Let us now consider his
glorious sacrifice. "And to give his life a ransom for many" speaks volumes to the lost
sinner. While it tells the primary purpose of Christ's coming into the world-He came to die-
it i3 telling him of sin and salvation, the heart of t he gospel.

The word "ransom" implies that a debt has been incurred. The wages of sin must be paid to
satisfy divine justice, The debt made by our first parents is b upon ths whole human race,
The universality &f sin is declared in the scriptures of the 0ld and New Testaments, gud is
evidenced in all human history. "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of Bod."

_ "The wages of sin is death.” '
" The Som of marjras the only one qualified to pay the ransom for sin,

‘"Phere was no other good ehough, To pay the price of sin,

He only could unlock the gate Of heaven and let us in,"

He was divine, human, sinless, It took his perfect life and his atoning death. Hg humbled himself,
becoming obedient unto death, yea, the death of the cross, We being left to tle freedom of our
own will, contracted the debt, He, because of his wonderful love, assumed our debt, and paid the
penalty with his own life's bleod. i .

We are told that when Henry Clay ran for president of the United States he spent a largs sum
of money in the campaign. He made arrangemsnts\gith a bank in lexington,Ky,,to draw on it for
just as much money as he desired, During this presidential campaign he contracted an enormous debt.
running up into thousands of dollars, a big sum for that day, After this man, who said he would
rather he right than president, had lost the rece two of his friends went tot he bank in :
Lexington and inguired the amount of Clay's indebtedness. The cashisr refused at first to tpll
them, a3 this was a private affair, But they told the banker that they were friends of Clay, and
desired to pay the debt. Then they were taken into an inner room of the bank building, where all
of Clay s indebtedness was summeg up, The two men then opened up soms big sacks of money ‘and
paid the entire debt. A few days later Henry Clay himself went to see the banker to try to
arrangs to pay at least a part of the debt, He was told that he owed the bank nothing. Clay thoughl

- the banker was joking, and insisted that he was serious and mpant business, The beanker then told
', him of the two friends who had paid the entire dedt. For some time Clay could nd believe it,
" Then, upon realixing what had been done for him, he was completely overwhelmsd with gratitude
for what had been dome for him, '
At the ordsg Jesus paid the price of sin, J_e.m paid it all, It was your sin and mine
that nailed Him to the cross, Jesus, the one perfect man, was c¢lassed with eriminals; He was
stripped of his clothes, mocked and scowrged, His physical, mental, and spiritual sufferings
'  were such as none other has ever known. At/:t‘he same time his was a love that passeth knowledge.
tHe gave himself a ransom for many." Are you and I included in the many, through our simple
accoptance by faith of the fact, the meaning, and th® message of the Cross?

"Je may not know, we cammot tell,
What pains had to bear,

But we believe it was for us

He hung and suffered there,

0 dearly, dearly has He loved:

And we must love Him,too,

And trust in His redeeming blood, ‘

And try HRis works to do," \} ~



