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THE RECORD OF REHOBOAN. ® Chron. 12:14 and Rom.6:23.

The man whose yecord we are to consider was the bad grandson of a good
grandfather, and the bad grandfather of a good grandson. His grandfather wes
David,the king, and his grendson was Asa. While the seriptural record before us
is largely about the man Rehoboam, it tells us particularly concsrning God,
§1lustrating the trubh of the Shorter Catechism staterent that the scriptures
principally teach vhat man is to belisve concorning Ged, and what duty God requires
of man. "Allseripture is given by inspiration of God, amd is profitable for
doctrins, fér reppoof , for eorrection, for instruetion in righteousness.”
Campball Horgan has said, “There is no text in the Bible but that nseds the wholse
Bible to explainm it." A key-text 4n the record of Hchoboam is 2 Chron. 12:1.

A New Testament text to throw on the vhole dark record and to bring
and hope to evil doers like Hohoboam is Romans 6323. “ D e whide
T. 4 . “ﬂ:ﬂ la Aaf',
1. The Nature of his Heritage. mug ,3 B nash. Ophrvals:

While Behoboam may have been proud of his royal heritage, since his father wes
king Solomon in all his glory, at the sams time Behoboam's hepitage was far from
being perfect. 1 Kings 11:4. All that we are told about his motheris that her name
vas Naamah, and that she was an Ammonitess, The mational god of the Ammonites was
Molech, the abomination of the ¢hildren of Ammone Apparently his persnal heritage
was more perilous than profitable to the young prinuce.

WWhen he came to the throne upon the death of his father, Solomom, his political
heritage was a discomtented, overtazed people, Immediately they made a reasonable
request of the new king %o tle effect that their burdens be lightened, thelr yoke
made easier. Upon his answer to this request depended the loyalty of his people.
At the same tims the young man, Yepoboam, a mighty man of vapor, had returned from
a sojourn in Fgypt, and was reedy to lead Israel in rebellion against Rehoboams

Over against /&hoboan'’s adverse personal and political heritage, he Brheritgfled

a most glorious pramise-the given to his grandfather, David and his house.
It was the gospel of the % &reater than Dgvid, greater than Solomon, the King
of Kings. . .

2. Outstanding features of his History.

How did Hchoboam react in such a situation? What did he do with his 1lifs and
heritage? Here are some of his outstanding acts: '
1) He followed ovil counsel, Instead of being great by being a servant of the psople,
and being kind to them, end spealking sood words to them, he committed the colossal
folly of forsaking the advice of the old men. He answercd the people roughly, and
promised to mltiply their burdens -to chastise them with scorpions. This was tie
immediaste occasion of the rebellion of Israel; and the disruption of the Blonsw -
with Jeroboam made king of the ten northern tribes. — /%
2)In justice to the man, a seeond & ¢t of Rehoboam must mob be overloecimd. When he
was preparing his chosen warrlors to fight against Isrgel 7d of God came to them
warning them not to resist Jeroboam. Thelr response nee. 1 Kings 12:24b,

3) The record continues fairly bright for awhile, sts and levites migrated to
Judah, 9So they styengthemed the kingdom of Judah and made Behoboam, the son of
[Blire. Solemon strong, three yoars; for they walked thrée years in the way of David and
u‘ﬁr_muaeﬂ‘pparenbly this strength was temporary and imparfect.
') Alss, Rehoboam foll into immorel family life like his fathep-“Fop he took 18
wdves and three score concubines, amd begat 28 sons and three score daughterg®

5) The record eontimues: "And it mme to pass, when the kingdom of Yehoboam was

established, and he was strong, that he forsook the law of Jehowh, amd sll Israsl
.+ with Mm." (2 Chron.12:1) The jumediate result of this was eneny invasion.
' oand §t ccame o pass in the fifth yoar of king Schoboem, that Shishak king of Egypt
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camo up against Jerusafth, because they had treppassed against Jehovah,” And Jehovah
said to them, "Y¥6é have Yorsalken me, tharefore have I alse left you in the hand of

Shishale, ‘

6. Onee more the light flashes on this gonerally dark record, as it continues to tell
us "Then the princes of Israel and tke king humbled themselves; and L hey said:
Jéhovah is pighbecus,? The result of this was divine merey amd chastisemsmt,

2 Chron.12:7, 8,12,

3. The Set of his Heart.

| b

. ddngs us to consider as am explanation of tke ocutward acts of Eehoboam , the
got of his heatt.., "And he did that which was evil, becamse he set not His heart to seek
Jdehovah," lie eome now to the heart of the mattier. "The Izrd looketh upon the heark."
bie heapt of Dawld, and saw in him a man after his oun heart.

heart of Solomon-the great king whose heart was not perfect with
ehovah his Gode® O o |
Hy 1goked at the heart qf ‘choboam, who did that whieh was evil, because he sot mob his
heart to scek Jehovah," ) Zehoboam had fyeedon 'of his gun will, the same freedom
that you end I have. He had an individusl responsibify and ¢jjodce in the set of his
heart. As God louoks at your heart and mine b » what dees He sce as to the set
of the heart? Is it set like David's op like Hehoboam's? Vhat 1ill the final record
be as to the sel of oy heart?

II. Concerming Gods

Although the record of Behoboaw tells us lapsely concerning the man himself, at tle
same time it teaches us particularly what we are to belisve conccrning God. From the
mamvard side of the record we now turn to thg Godward side. This seriptural record is
profitable especislly to tezch us the sover@dgnty of Cod, the rightsousness of CGod, amd
the grace of God.

1. The Soverdignty of God.

8. God's Hlord is sovereign. It mever fails, lhen ‘‘ehoboam forsaok ths counsel of the
old men and failed to grant the reasonable request of the people, he exeredsed his
oun freo will, and choice. At the same time Cod's sovereign lord was establisheds
The inspired account makes this truth quite clear in these wormds: "So the king
heariened not unto the people; for it was a thing brought about of Jehovah? (2nother
transiation reads; “for ib was a dt'm of affairs brought about by the Lord '} that he
might establish his word, which “ehovah spake by Akijeh, the Shilenite to Jercboam the
son of Nebat., That word of the Lord wgs "zéﬂ.l,l rend the kingdom out of the hand of
Solamon--bocause they have forsalen m2." ‘ '
be Cod's will is also sovepeign. 1 Kings 12:2% reads: "Thus saith Ychovah, Ye shall mot
g0 ups nO® £iBpht against your brethren the childrem ef Isracl: return every man to his
house; for this thing is of me. So thsy hearleped unto the word of Jehovah,and
roturnsd and went their vay, according to the word of Jchowahe" .

o mepe man camnof explain fully the sovefign will of God, Pacl himself sald, "Hls
ways are past £ out." Yot wve can accdpt His will and prays Thy will be dono on earth
as it is in heaven,” ‘

"Cod moves in 8 mysterious way, His wonders to perforn.

Deep in umfathomsble mines Of never failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs, Ami works His sovereign will."

“The king's heart s in the handd of Jehovah as the watercoupses: He turneth it
whitherscsv ¢ He will,? (Prov.21:1,) |

2. The Righteousness of God.

The guprems, overruling cause of ¢ he disruption of the kingdom of Israsl was
God, in the cxereise of His pightsous judgmemt.
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'the iehteousness of God demanded that the émsway of Solemon be dealtyf withe o
St5'ying close to the inspized pecord we read ageim: "And Jehovah was amgey with Solomony,
‘because his heart was tupned avay from Jehovalp the God of lsrsel, who had eppsgred
ubo him tudce, and had commanded hidm eonceiz:&ng this thing, that he should not go
aftor othpr gods: bub he kept not that wiheh “ehovah commanded. Wherefore Jehovah
said unto Solomon, 'Forasmuch &5 this is dore of thee, and thou hast nob kept uy
covenant amd my statutes, vhich I have commanded thee, I will surely vend tie
kingdom from thee, ard wAll give it to thy servant.” Again the similar pedhscy
addressed to Jexobdam: UThus saith the Ged of Isyael,Behold, I will rend the kingdom
out of the hand of Solomon, and will give t@r tribes to thee-— bacalize that they have
farsaken meee i |

The suyreme overiuling cause of thinmsim from “gypt wes e righteous judgment
of Cod: 2 Ghrone 12:2 ané 5. Yeee Thub saith Jehovah, Ye have forssken me, therefore bave

I also left you in the hand of Shishak." The princes and the king himself so

pogognized this as God's righteous judgment, when they humbled themselves and said,
#Jehovah is righteous.” !

Here the anelent inspired record foveshatdows the theme of the booi of Romans,
"The Righteoustess of God", Rom.116~-13.

3. The Gce of Gods

Along with the sovereignty of CGod, aud the righteousness of God, the recory of
Rehoboam, azain like the book of Romams, teaches the grace of Gods Three prophste of
this ecpa werc used especiglly as gessangers of this grace, Nathan, Abijah,
Shemaizh, In the fime of Hohoboam's grandfather, thru Hathan came the gospel
promise to David,2 Bam,7:16, one 6 the grebtest and wost gloricus of the iegsianie
pramises- & promise most gloriously fulfilled im the coming of desus Chitist, Abiab
lessisnic decrse, formulated in the counsel8 of eternity, and vhich was the cause of

Eehoboam's place in the mncestry of Christ,‘*, the last msntion of him being in the
genealogy of Jesup in Matthow, chapter ome. ' :

Another witness to thefrace of God in tls pecord of Heboboam was thru the prophed
Ahiiah vlen God promiséd that David his sertant woulé aluagphave a lamp Before the lord .
in Jopussiem, and that He would afflict the aced of Yavid, for their ains, bub mob
forever, I wonder if Isaiah had liis eye on this promise of grace whem he wrote of
uthe sure rexreies of Devid.” : . .
The wonderful grace of God wes proclaimed mof only thru Metham to David, and
thru Ahijah to Yeroboam, but also directly to “ehoboam thru Shemeish, the man of
Cod. He was mst~erdly the prophet bringing the word of warning from God not to
resish feroboan, M.pamicmarly tte prophet not only of julgmub bub also of
srace following Shishak's invesion. The e’n&‘pﬁy hand of Shishak is explained bpiefly
as being used to execute the righteous judgment of God 2 Chiron.12:5b. J
Tho Hunility of the princes and king ishobosm under this judgremt ic expepienced
12:6, And tlp hand of CGod's graee is extendeds 12:7, 85 12. "And whisn Jehovah saw
that they humbled thomselves, the word of “ehovah gams to ShemzieR aaying,
They have hunbled thrmselves,®s'God giveth grace to the hmble.” Cimbtinufing g
532y9,"I will not destroy them”., Thal reminds b of John 3:16-tshall mot perich,®
sput I will grant them some deliweparce.”, or a marginal reading, " a few that
shall escape™~“s remant according o the elechion of grace” VhosgFer belifveth shall
nob pﬁf igh, bub havegverlas‘dng life, "Aml vhen !w(%'m himbled humself, the
wrath ehovah twned fzom bim, &0 as not to destroy hi b ceﬂg 1, and
moreover in Judah thore wsre good things fourdes Ome N SR T‘&"m Z‘fﬁ.gufm
aor the wages of sim is dezth; bub the free gift of C&d is etopnal life in
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UHarvelous giee of our loving Lopd Grace that emceads our sin and our guilt,
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured,There where the blood of the lamh was spilte
Crace, grace, God's grace,Grace ttat will pavdon imd cleanse withing
o a " u " " §5 greatep than all our sin.



